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Gmeral  Wilkiimm. 


H.  or  R. 


asme  breath  striheat  the  i&depeDdeocR  and  threat- 
en the  prostratioD  of  that  poirer  in  oar  CoDstitu- 
lion  which  alone  is  cipable  of  wresting  the  op- 
pressed from  the  fang^s  of  the  lawless  spoiler.  The 
aoctrioe  which  has  been  here  supported  cotnes 
with  a  rery  iU  grace  from  the  person  who  has 
denounced  Qeaeral  Wilkinson  for  apprehending 
a  few  traitors.  In  our  anxiety  to  get  at  the  man, 
we  hare  forgot  our  own  power,  and  also  bare  foi- 
goi  that  we  have  already  acted  on  ooe  part  of  this 
snhjcel  tliu  iMsion,  by  which  proceedings  a  part 
at  kMt  of  thia  reaelirttoB  is  rendeicd  a  nure  tiu» 
pluafe.  [Ur.  then  read  aa  extrMt  firMa  the 
Hemge  of  the  President  of  the  present  lesiioB, 
•ad  an  extract  froa  the  Jearnat,  showing  that  so 
nweh  of  that  Message  as  related  to  eMerwrises 
against  the  pabltc  peace  had  been  already  renrred 
to  a  coounittae.j  This  committee,  if  any  could 
possess  it,  certainly  had  the  power  to  inquire  and 
report  the  resolt.  Was  it  an  evidence  of  their 
want  of  that  power,  thai  the  rahject  had  been  in 
this  manner  again  introduced?  The  troth  is, 
that  proceeding  did  not  contain  a  declaration  of 
WW  against  Qraeral  Wilkinson ;  it  only  touched 
the  subject  generally  j  it  was  no  deooaeiasioo, 
and  therefore  it  was  not  strong  enoucb. 
Mr.  Bluot  said  he  should  be  in  nvor  of  one 

Sirt  of  tbe  motion  of  the  gentlenun  from  North 
arolina,  bnt  not  of  the  whole,  and  therefore 
should  call  for  a  division  of  the  question.  It  had 
pot  originally  been  his  intention  to  take  any  part 
in  this  debate,  and  he  should  not  now  do  so,  were 
it  not  for  ihe  extraordinary  exposition  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  had  been  presented  to  them  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  in  support  of  ao 
extraordinary  proposition  indeed,  take  it  all  in 
all.  It  would  oe  a  miuerable  afiectalioo  la  me, 
■aid  Mr.  E.,  to  pretend  to  conceal  the  impression 
which  has  been  long  since  made  upon  my  mind 
in  relation  to  the  officer  who  is  the  object  of  the 
resolution  under  coosideratioo ;  but,  whatever 
may  be  my  impressioos,  I  wish  nothing  to  be  made 
use  of  against  him  which  is  not  perfectly  Constitu- 
tionaL  The  gentteman  from  Kentucky  has  told 
the  House,  and  I  bone  he  has  tcdd  us  true,  that  be 
stands  here  upon  independent  ground,  and  as  an 
independent  man.  lapprove  and  admire  such  con- 
dnct;  but  the  gentleman's  sentiments,  yesterday 
expressed,  provedthat  independent  ground  i&notal- 
ways  Constttmiooal  ground.  The  ideas  express^^ 
by  that  gentleman,  I  will  venture  to  say,  will  nut  he. 
sanctioned  by  the  majority  of  this  body,  or  by  bim-> 
self  upon  mature  reflection.  He  advanced  some 
very  broad  and  bold  positions,  and  I  will  preface 
the  remarks  which  I  shall  cnake  by  advancing  one 
cqnaUy  broad  and  bold,  but  much  le&s  liable  to  otv- 
jeetion  than  that  which  the  eentleman  has  offered. 
R  is  Ibis:  that  the  Honse  of  Representatives  can 
intttote  no  inquiry  into  the  public  or  private  chaf» 
acter  or  conduct  of  any  oficer  or  citizen  of  the 
Uaiied  States,  in  a  case  in  which  tbey  can  neither 
impea^  nor  punish  such  officer  or  citizen ;  except 
it  be  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  information  to 
eaaUe  ihem  to  exercise  their  legiMtive  ftioctioDs. 
This  is  a  geneial  Constitntional  propositiett. 
Bat  the  gettdemaa  from  Kentacky  baa  toU  .ns 
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that  there  are  ceriaiti  general  powers  vested  ia 
CoBgressby  theCoDstituttonof  the  United  States, 
which  would  joslify  us  in  an  act  of  this  kind,  and 
particularly  cited  the  geaeral  power  of  providing 
for  the  public  defence  and  general  welfare.  In^ 
dependent  as  that  gentleman  may  be,  he  un« 
qnestionably  means  to  he  considered  as  a  re-^ 
publican;  'and  I  have  always  understood  it  to 
be  the  repuUtcan  doctrine  that  it  is  dangerous, 
knproper,  and  aati-repufaliran  to  contend  that 
these  general  provisions  would  authorixe  Con- 
gress to  assume  any  powers  not  specially  vested 
or  necessarily  incidental.  Certainly  the  wordi 
are  not  without  meaning.  Congress  has  power  16 

firoride  for  the  general  defence  and  common  wd^ 
are  of  the  United  States.  How  t  By  the  exer^ 
oise  of  eeruin  powers  ipeciaUy  vested  in  them; 
ThegeBtleman  might  have  found  another  gen** 
era!  provision  which  would  have  answered  hi^ 
purpose  better:  "Congress  shall  have  power  to 
'make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
'  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
*  powers  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Con- 
'  stitotion,"' dtc.  After  a  particnlar  enumerttion 
of  the  special  powers  vested  in  Congress,  by  the 
Constitution,  a  general  power  is  vested  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  to  carry  into  eSeet  these  preeed* 
ing  delegations  of  power.  If  there  be  a  dencienex 
ia  ihe  powers  of  the  Bxeautive  departmmt  to  In- 
Mtiute  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a  mililaf7 
officw,  we  are  competent  to  vest  tt  with  tha 
necessary  authority.  But  until  we  do  exercise 
that  power,  the  |>ower  is  with  the  President,' ta 
possess  and  »ercise  it,  at  his  discretion,  conform- 
ably to  the  existing  lavra. 

But,  not  contented  with  telling  us  that  this  gen^ 
eral  power  authorizes  us  to-do  anything  we  please, 
the  gentleman  says,  that  if  we  db  think  proper 
to  aet  or  institute  an  inquiry  on  any  subject  $ 
diat  the  moment  we,  by  a  majority  of  perhaps 
a  single  vote,  have  so  determined,  the  nation 
is  in  moiioo,  and  who  shall  dare  to  resist  the 
nation!  I  do  contend  that  we  eannot  put  the 
saveteigatf  of  ^is  nation  in  motion  beyond  the 
orbit  ia  which  tba  Constitution  has  directed  that 
we  ourselves  shall  move ;  and  this  House  can  of 
itself  do  iw  act,  except  in  cases  partiouUrly 
deeciibed  by  the  Coustitntion  or  as  incidental  to 
them.  We  can  set  the  nation^  Will  in  motion 
cases  .of  jmofl^chmeot.  The  moment  a  ma- 
jdrii:^  of  VUis*  Heme  {letermines  on  the  impeach-r 
aeht-'of  ft'civil  officer  of  the  United  Sutes^  that 
iBomgnt  JJie*naKional  will  is  that  eneb  officer  shall 
t>a  iqi^Ma^fa^t.^^o'®  ^  C<nstituiion  has  vested 
in  thirfftHlsb  (he  yole  power,  and  we  are  the  sole 
nwfefiCof'ifaf 'ai^n  on  this  subject  j  but  the  mo- 
vijM^^stewwwrsvithout  the  sphere  of  those  pow' 
ers  specially  vested— for  I  disclaim  any  general 
delegation  of  power  by  the  Constitution  farther 
than  is  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  special  pow^ 
ers  and  incidental  powers  growing  out  of  them— 
the  moment  we  wander  out  of  it,  so  far  from  our 
setting  the  natioaai  will  in  motion,  that  will  ia 
against  us,  and  must  and  wiU  overpower  us.  We 
aifay  onnelves  against  the  will  of  the  ,nation 
aid  ita  soveiaignty,  the  moment  we  exerdsa  a 
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Mwn  whieb  the  €#oMtitQtioa  does  not  pennit 
Wfao,  it  haa  been  ukedj  will  mUt  this  notion? 
The  mouent  our  exerem  of  what  is  called  the 
nalional  will  becomes  UDconstitutiooal,  that  mo- 
ment it  will  be  resisted.  It  is  not  only  tn  the 
power  but  it  is  the  duty  of  erery  Awoican  eiti- 
seo  to  resist  our  ezeroiae  of  powM  upon  aubjeets 
orer  which  we  hare  bo JurisdictioD. 

Bat  it  is  coDtended,  ifwe  have  sot  this  powo- 
by  those  clauses  of  ihe  Constitution  vesting  gen- 
eral powers,  or  in  consequence  of  onr  right  to  exr 
9r«ise  the  national  wilt,  that  still  we  have  power 
to  iiupeaoh  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  therefore  to  inquire  whether  he  has  done  his 
doty  as  to  this  or  that  particoiar  officer. 

This  dooirine  mar  be  more  speoious  and  more 
.tenable  than  any  other  poinu  whieb  the  geatk- 
jjoaa  proposed.  We  have  the  power,  it  is  true,  to 
impeach  the  President  4if  the  United  Slates ;  for 
what  ?  For  the  exercise  of  the  d  iactetiqn  reposed 
la  him  7  No,  We  have  the  right  «nd  power  to 
impeaab  him  for  high  crimes  aod  misdemeanora. 
Well,  suppose  a  mass  of  evidence  offered  to  the 
HouMi,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majoritVj  de- 
stroys the  character  of  a  great  military  officer, 
aod  that  the  same  evidence  offered  to  the  Execu- 
tive did  not  produce  upon  bis  mind  the  same  ef- 
fect. We  have  no  power  to  impeaoh  this  officer ; 
the  President  has  the  power  to  remove  bii%  and 
is  most  oaturally  the  judge  of  the  weight  of  evi- 
dence. But,  even  admitting  the  gentleman's  con- 
atruction  of  the  Constitution  as  a  co-ordinate 
ibcaqch  of  the  Qovernmeot,  he  has  the  same  right 
AS  this  House  to  form  a  judgment.  Can  it  be 
pretended  that  we  can  impeacb  tbe  Prasident 
necause  he  does  not  weigh  evidence  in  the  same 
scale  as  we  do?  I  presunae  not.  We  believe 
(bis  officer  tofce  goilty;  the  President  does  mi. 
Can  we  impeach  tues  for  his  belief?  Ifwe  can, 
it  is  in  vain  to  talk  about  oub  Coostitotional 
powers  and  the  propor  exercise  of  tltem.  The 
yuresent  may  be  a  coeui  omima  in  the  Constitn- 
lioo  and  our  laws.  We  cannot  inaert  tb^  onit- 
ted  oase  in  the  Constitution)  though  we  may  pro- 
vide against  simitar  ocoerrences,  in  fat  me,  within 
the  sphere  of  our  legal  powers. 

I  conclude,  therefore,  that  neither  upon  tbe 
(round  of  our  general  power,  nor  upon  that  that 
we  have  the  right  to  set  tbe  national  will  in  mo- 
tion, or  that  when  in  motion  i^i»irresiitib|^;  nqr 
upon  tbe  ground  that  we  JwMaap  ibfc.'pDW<r  io 
impeneh,  do  we  possess  the  pQw«r«t»  iiutitlUAan. 
inquiry  of  this  description.  8tiUA>)  belinrp  that, 
we  poasefls  the  power,  and  that  in-Qert^Ch  :qu3mA> 
and  in  a  certain  manner  we  ««n  et«%tstf  ft;  stf  fat 
u  relates  to  the  subject  of  afontigO'pcpfittij^d 
as  in  this  kUe  period  of  the  diseufBiwi;  4  jwiif^te 
vompress  my  observations,  as  much  as  poesibleL  I 
will  state  my  conoeption  of  the  power  of  the 
House,  and  bow  it  can  act,  In  the  form  of  a  reso- 
lution which  I  now  offer  as  a  eoneluding  argn 
ment,and  which  I  shall  probably  move  when  tbe 
whol^  of  the  present  proposition  shall  be,  as  I 
hope  it  will  be  rejected : 

Seaolmd,  TbstaConunitteebeappognledtoinigoife 
into  thi  ei^edieiMrof  paMingalawftr  the  ponUr* 


ment  ^  my  officer  ef  Oe  VaptaA  States,  who  aheU 

hereafter  receive  a  peiuiMi  from  the  GovsnuoeDt  of  taj 
foreign  Power ;  and  of  aw  person  holding  an  office  of 
profit  or  trust  under  the  United  States,  who  shall,  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  of  any  present, 
emolument,  office,  or  any  title  of  any  kind  wnateTer, 
from  any  King,  Prince,  or  fbrugn  State,  contrary  to  the 
ninth  lection  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitutioii  of 
the  United  States;  and  that  the ssld  committee, fbr  the 
poipose  of  obtafaiing  Infiwrnatton  to  goide  the  House 
of  BepreeentatiTes  in  exerdriog  the  powers  of  legb- 
l^on  upon  those  subjects,  be  instmetod  and  empow- 
ered to  inqairs  whether  any  ofieer  of  the  llBtted  States 
has  heretofore  rsoeived  sudh  a  pension,  or  any  peesent 
orother  reward  frett  a  foreign  Power,  eonbiuy  l»  t^ 
said  provuDOB  of  dw  ConstitntieB,  and  that  ^  eeid 
ooQunitlee  report  a  stsfement  of  £ut4  with  their  ofieiatn 
thereen,  to  the  Hons*. 

Mr.  RowAiT  said,  he  would  notice  some  of  the 
observations  made  by  tbe  gentlemen  frcmi  South 
Carolina  and  Verolont  in  answer  to  hrs  obeerra- 
tions  of  yesterday ;  the  observations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  he  should  pass  over, 
beeeuse  they  did  not  occupy  ^e  lerd  of  gentle- 
manly discussion ;  besides  thbre  are  iodi*idaab 
pnbliely  known  to  be  snrrounded  by  an  atmoa- 
phere  which  seenres  tbemfrom  the  personal  notice 
of  a  gentlnnna. 

It  had  not  hftn  noticed  in  the  course  of  debate, 
that  General  Wilkinson  had  at  any  time  been  a 
civil  officer.  It  was  known  however  that  he  had 
been  Governor  of  Upper  Louisiana,  and  commis- 
sioner at  the  delivery  and  receipt  of  New  Orleans; 
and  from  the  evidence  before  tneni  it  was  as  prob- 
able that  he  had  received  a  pension  while  a  civil, 
as  a  military  officer;  if  while  a  civil,  upon  the 
ground  that  an  impeachment  could  be  preferred, 
an  inquiry  ought  to  be  made.  If  while  a  military, 
he  relied  upon  the  grounds  taken  yesterday,  and 
the  reasons  drawn  from  the  geaerai  terms  of  the 
Constitution  to  support  the  position,  that  an  in- 
quiry ought  to  be  made.  These  provisions  of  the 
ConstituiioD  must  mean  something ;  he  considered 
them  as  delegating  a  power  to  provide  for  the 
common  weal.  If  it  were  not  9a,  if  an  inquiry 
could  not  be  made,  he  should  think  it  a  lament- 
able thing.  He  could  not  bring  himself  to  con- 
ceive^  that  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates  (to  be 
sure  It  Was  small  at  {^resent,  but  tt  might  soon  be 
enlarged)  should  be  corrupt,  or  the  officer  at  the 
•bpa^  of  that  army,  and  that  the  Constitution  iq- 
'ie^  of  affording,  precluded  a  remedy — that  when 
'the 'Commander-in-Chief was  said  to  be  alien 
;from  his  country,  a  Spanish  pensioner,  and  to 
have  attempted  a  dismemberment  of  tbe  Uniotti 
an  inquiry  could  not  be  made. 
:  Let  it  be  understood,  said  Mr.  R.  that  all  my 
'drguments  are  predicated  upon  the  ground  that  io 
appointing  this  committee  the  House  wiU  exer- 
cise a  Constitutional  power;  upon  that  ground  I 
contended  (aod  not  upon  the  ground  of  Parliamen- 
tary omnipotence)  that  the  committee  could  fine 
and  imprison  one  who  stood  out  in  contempt ;  that 
they  could  coerce  their  attendance,  and  m  short, 
use  every  means  adapted  to  the  end— an  effectuai 
,  ioqaury.  If  the  Uoiwe  have  ^ot  the  pnww  to  ap- 
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potot  m  oommittct  of  iaqair^  on  this  rabjeet,  then 
the  ecMmittee  have  not  toe  power  to  fine,  im- 
prifOD,  1  think  the  Hoose  Inre  the  power ; 
Iwlsh  It  lobe  deteniiBed;  I-amnotmistekai,: 
I  nm  be  Mlieficd  with  the  deeiaion  of  thfs  Hoose. 
Bat  that  the  deciaioo  might  be  Hitlf  had  OpOB 
the  power  of  the  Hease  to  iaalimte  this  ioqary. 
Mr.  R.  said^  he  woold  aak  the  Speaker  if  he  had 
Dot  a  right  to  withdraw  his  reairfotioa ;  if  he  bad, 
he  wenid  do  M,  and  preeemt  it  again  wklKnrt  the 
amaBdaaeBt  bf  the  gentleman  firem  Virginia,^  nod 
thos  BToid  the  motion  of  the  geedeioan  from 
Kerth  CoFoliM. 

Mr.  R.  then  withdrew  hia  reeirfutioo ;  and,  he- 
fare  it  eaoM  be  oifered  ^io, 

Mr.  RAWBOLra  renewed  hit  motion,  in  the  M- 
kwuig  words: 

Itueked,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Statos 
(n  reqneetad  to  eeOM  an  inquhy  to  be  instltDted  into 
*e  condBCt  of  Brigmdinr  General  WflUnant,  Cem- 
iMBdwMJlBef  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  SMas,  in 
MlaliM  to  hia  haviBg.  «t  an;  tiau,  wUle  in  the  sst^ 
the  Ualted  8ta«ea,  eompllj  vaasived  noM^ 
few  the  Oeeewmaat  of  Spam,  or  its  i«eBtB»  - 

He  said  he  had  withdrawn  it  only  to  gire  the 

Bntfenun  from  Kcntnekjr  an  OBpoFtanitr  of  ta- 
ng the  aeoae  of  the  Hottse  on  his  proposition ;  to 
do  whic^  in  hia  ofHnion,  every  gntleman  had  a 
rigbL  He  perceived  that  the  gentlemaa  from 
bntoekj  was  about  to  he  deprived  of  taking  the 
sense  of  the  Hoase  by  an  evasion  of  the  question, 
and  BOW  renewed  his  own  motion,  which  be  had 
only  withdrawn  with  an  intention  to  renew  it  if 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  should  not 
he  adopted.  He  would  here  say,  that  though  he 
did  not  agree  with  all  the  doctrines  of  the  gentle- 
man,  that  he  thought  all  his  argnments  which 
bore  npoa  this  cose  were  ananswerahte. 

^Hie  Hotiio  agreed  to  eonsider  Mr.  Raiidolpb'8 
icsolocioa— 01  u>  90. 

lb.  Aurrtm  eaid  it  wevld  be  leetrfleeted  hy 
(he  Honse,  that  he  had  for  some  time  taken  no 
Und  of  notiee  <^ what  had  ftllen  from  the  gentle- 
naa  from  Kentocky  (Mr.  Rowan.)  eonsideriog 
erernhiiq;  which  had  fallm  from  him  as  the  echo 
of  of  nen.  He  should  not  now  have  condeweoded 
to  notice  him  but  for  his  personal  attack  upon 
bim  lost  evening,  which  Mr.  A.  said  be  bad  at- 
tempted to  repel  in  the  wa^r  it  merited.  H«  had 
BO  (Ejection  to  ioinissne  with  tbegentleman,.aBd. 
never  regard  what  he  might  hereafter  sav.  i  .'•  • 
Mr.  LoTB.— Being  led  back  to  the  coneiderotfon 
«f  the  original  resolotion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tirgisia,  the  Constittrtional  objeetioo  to  the  mea- 
sare  foUj  recms.  He  bad  yielded,  Mr.  L.  saldj  to 
^  opiaiOB  that  the  modiBcation  given  to  the  re;- 
aohtioB  of  the  gentleman  from  KenCadEy  (Ml. 
Rovak)  bod  exempted  it  from  the  ConMttatlonal 
oKectioB,  b^  making  it  possible  that  the  matter 
ofit  might,  IB  some  of  its  ports,  lead  to  mbjects 
widitB  the  etigaizance  of  the  Hoose.  Perhaps  he 
hod  the  more  easily  given  way  to  this  opinion, 
from  the  great  anxiety  be  Mt  to  satisfy  the  pub- 
lie  mind,  by  giving  the  otmost  range  to  inquiry ; 
01  leoBt  the  reftrenee  of  it  to  a  committee^  woald 
he  BltWiJBd  with  tho  liiigia  tnA  Um  togoiMi 
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objection,  the  ezereise  of  a  power  which  did  not 
beloDff  to  them,  hot  which  they  had  already  a»- 
sumed,  hy  agreeing  that  the  House  should  receive 
information;  if  thiswwwrong,jtrespeeted them- 
selves only,  and  he,  for  the  teasonv  he  had  stated, 
was  reconciled  to  it,  in  the  form  it  had  been 
moolded  into ;  in  thu  form  it  did  not  invade  the 
province  of  amy  other  department  of  Oovemment, 
and  embracing  asitdid  objects  of  legislative  tnve*' 
tfgattoo,  it  could  at  worxt  be  only  an  unoeeessarf 
and  inexpedient  step.  Bat  however  satisfied  he 
might  have  been  on  the  Constitutional  groand,of 
the  right  of  Congress  to  entertain  the  question  of 
commitment  to  members  of  their  own  body,  as  it 
respected  the  resolution  just  withdrawn,  be  con- 
fessed he  Was  opposed  to  it  as  ineipedient,  and 
prepared  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  moiioo  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  contemplated 
the  commitment  to  a  special  committee ;  because 
he  was  perfectly  well  satisfied  from  what  he  saw, 
that  the  reference  would  be  extremely  impolitic, 
perhaps  of  very  dangerous  consequence.  Thu 
ooBviotioa  had  been  wroiuhi  and  confirmed  in 
his  mind  b^  the  speech  of  ^  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  m  snpport  of  his  proposition  of  refer- 
ence. With  the  powers  contended  for,  and  the 
character  which  has  been  attribnted  to  the  spirit 
of  such  a  committee,  it  would  certainly  be  the 
most  odious,  and  pernaps  the  most  ivally  terrific 
tribunal  ever  erected  in  the  world.  But  to  the 
resotution,  to  which  their  attention  was  now  re- 
called, the  objections  appeared  in  a  two-fold  view. 
It  was  inexpedient  in  forming  a  precedent,  which, 
on  some  future  occasion,  might  be  used  to  disgrace 
the  nation,  by  converting  its  House  of  Represen- 
tatives into  a  vehicle  of  slander,  and  the  Hall  of 
the  National  Cooseils  Into  a  scene  of  intrigue, 
and  B  theatre  of  faction  and  cabal ;  uneonstita- 
tional,  beeaose  It  required  of  another  department 
of  our  Qoveroment  M  do  an  act  on  a  sobjeet  ex- 
elosivety  eonftded  to  it,  which  a  law  of  oar  own 
making  has  already  recognised  to  be  delenited 
solely  to  it,  and  thus  in  direct  violation  of  tha 
principles  acknowledged  by  the  ablest  civilians 
who  have-written  on  the  subject,  authorizing  the 
encroachment  of  one  branch  of  the  Oovemment 
on  the  proper  powera  of  another.  On  this  snt^ee^ 
Mr.  L.  said,  other  gentleman  and  himself,  on  a 
former  day,  had  said  eooagh.  He  would  add  hat 
.OBeo^two'f^servati47n9.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the^roTt3iolis*<tf'^the  Constitution  could  not  be 
mlMakeo  f  stVb'ng  Ifgthnents  were  derived  in  sop- 
■pf^rt  of  his  Option,  even  from  the  expressions  of 
the  Fed^aUbstrument ;  it  gave  in  express  t^ms 
to  _the'Hoas^pf' Representatives,  the  right  ofin- 
ittftatfog  the;tna1<'byimpe8cbmeBt  of  the  civil  of- 
Seeittof  GMKfaineDt,  withoot  Including  those  of 
a  military  description.  The  omission  eooM  bal 
have  been  a  purposed  one;  the  framers  of  the 
OonstitotioB  having  been  certainly  led  to  a  con- 
sideratioB  of  the  whole  subject.  The  tenure  by 
which  military  officers  held  their  commissions, 

SDvea  the  futility  of  the  soppontion  that  this 
oase  could  ever  have  been  intended  to  interfere 
with  their  eondtwt,  and  that  a  responsibilitj  as  to 
Uum  mmt  momiuOf  not  o>  asoflNr  aepntt* 
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nent.  The  power  of  the  President  over  military 
officers  is  as  full  at  least,  aad  mueh  more  efficieot, 
and  prompt  in  execatioDj  than  the  pown  of  the 
Legislature  over  oiril  officers  hjr  the  mode  of  im- 
peachment. This  is  a  construction  too  obrions  to 
K  gotten  over  by  any  ackoowledged  rules  or  prin- 
ciples. It  was  true,  said  Mr.  L.,  a  geDiieman  from 
Vermont  (Mr.  Elliot,)  a  few  days  ago,  in  dis- 
cussbg  this  subject,  assumed  a  positioQ  of  the  fol- 
lowing description :  "  That  although  the  power 
'  to  act  OD  this  subject  is  not  delwaied  by  the 
'  CooitilutioD,  yet,  if  it  is  oot  dtnied  to  the  Gor- 
'  eameot  or  expressly  reserved  to  the  States,  we 
'  have  it,"  and  in  coaformity  to  this  doetrioe,  of 
which,  iudeed^  much  bad  beeosaid  in  former  times, 
the  coDstructioD  by  implication,  and  iaeideotal 
power,  was  strongly  insisted  oa.  But  what  was, 
udeed,  more  calculated  to  excite  his  .surprise,  be 
aAerwards  found  the  auth(»  of  the  resolution  him- 
self argoiog  in  support  of  the  same  positions}  an 
a^ument  which,  Mr.  L.  said,  seemad  so  directly 
eoatradictory,  aad  io  so  obvious  hostility  to  that 
so  ably  and  doqaently  urged  by  the  gentleman  but 
a  few  weeks  since,  in  defence  of  the  reserved  pow- 
ers of  the  people  and  the  States,  that  indeed  it  had 
excited  bis  astonishment.  Such  is  the  state  of 
hostility  ID  which  the  different  posiKoiw  are  at^ 
rayed,  that  even  the  superior  iDgeaaiiy  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  he  would  defy  to  reeoueile 
them. 

Bu^  said  Mr.  L.,  if  the  expressions  and  acknow- 
ledged principles  of  coustruction,  which  he  sup- 

Sosed  to  be  perfectly  settled  at  this  day,  were  not 
ecisire,  let  us  look  back  to  the  experience  of  the 
world,  with  respect  to  all  the  Qoveraments  which 
hare  ever  existed,  and  see  what  must  have  been 
the  intention  of  the  wise  frain^rs  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  in  the  very  special  delineatioa  thay 
have  made  of  the  diffiarent  powers  of  the  three 
gnat  branches  of  our  (SoverDment.  It  wonld  not 
oa  too  much  tp  say,  that  the  destruetioa  of  every 
system  or  plan  of  Governmeni,  which  ever  had  a 
pretension  to  the  security  of  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  as  one  of  its  ingredirats,  had  been  lost, 
or  its  termination  hastened  by  a  union  of  all  the 
great  powers  in  the  hands  of  one  body.  It  was  to 
the  retrospect,  of  this  prominent  historical  illus- 
tration, that  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  could 
not  but  have  had  their  auention  most  forcibly 
drawn.  They  knew  well  4b%  tumults  aad  coi^-. 
tiuued  scenes  of  disorder  wlue^>iU>nfe*in  b^rAolt 
days  had  been  subjected  to,*frtAir  i\ri  eotire  '•want* 
of  anything  like  an  orgaBizatioaV:tbQ,di«tioft* 

EiwersofaState  indifferent  and  disVAet  bilut<bes'.* 
f  die  ondistinguisbed  a«e  of  ^[l^e 'great  pbw- 
ers  of  the  State,  at  different  tiiaeSi,^h^  ch)pb}u 
power,  the  power  ol  the  tribu^*  &c  ^mti$t  M 
the  Senate,  and  the  other  favorite  great  deposito- 
ries of  the  stmgth  of  the  peoplej  exiercised  each 
in  tbeir  tarn,  and  sometimes  several  at  the  same 
period,  all  the  Legulative,  Executive  and  Judicial 
niDctions  of  Government.  They  were  eaoh,  the 
makers,  the  judges,  and  the  execotioneri  of  the 
law;  the  life  orevery  citizen  and  every  soldier, 
was  in  the  hands  of  each  of  those  bodies,  and  the 
fme  which  happened  to  |>e  nuMt  atrm^jr  sui^^- 


ed,  exercirtd  Its  power  to  the  annihilation  of  the 
others,  and  the  otter  destruction  of  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  Sute.  To  England,  too,  the  franeia 
of  our  Constitution  might  luire  turned  their  eye% 
for  many  of  the  examples  of  the  dreadful  evils 
which  arise  from  the  assumption  of  aU  the  pow^ 
ers  of  Oovernment,  by  one  branch  of  it.  It  was 
to  avoid. these  evils,  and  insurea  permaoency  to 
our  institutioBs which  nothing ahoald  impair,that 
the  distributions  of  power  were  made,  and  it  is 
with  a  view  to  these  dreadful  examples  that  we 
are  now  called  on  to  preserve  the  sacred  spirit  of 
our  institutions,  and  to  discountenance  this  most 
direct  attack  made  on  the  principles  which  are  to 
sustain  us.  Let  not  this  Hoiwe  be  betrayed  into 
«-ror,  which  hereafter  may  be  foundirremediable, 
by  the  apparent  innocence  of  the  simple  laognag* 
of  request,  and  by  the  author  of  the  tesolulioa. 
The  power  to  request,  is  an  assumption  of  a  right 
of  ioterfereace  which  may  at  a  future  time  be  tmdj 
to  suf^rt  a  dmaad  j  it  will  form  a  precedent  we 
may  at  a  future  time  wish  to  get  clear  oS,  when 
we  have  it  not  in  our  power.  If  we  have  eogni- 
zaace  of  the  subject,  and  really  think  we  arecslled 
on  by  our  duty  to  exercise  it,  why  use  the  humble 
laogaafce  of  request}  why  not  in  the  manly  tone 
of  the  Representatives  of  (be  nation,  demand  that 
a  certain  thing  he  done,  which  is  said  to  be  ne- 
cessary? 

But,  saidlSlr.  L.for  what  purpose  is  this  res- 
olution still  pressed  on  us  7  It  cannot  be  for  the 
direct  purpose  of  having  the  terins  of  it  complied 
with,  that  is  already  done}  there  is  no  man  on 
this  floor  who  doubts,  or  pretends  to  doubt  it.  But, 
indeed,  some  have.said  that  we  are  not  officially 
informed  of  it.  Can  this  make  a  difl&rence,  when 
the  fact  is  as  well  ascertained  as  if  indeed  the  Pre- 
sident had  gone  so  far  out  of  the  line  of  his  duty 
as  to  tell  ns  of  his  having  ordered  a  court  of  in- 
quiry on  an  officer  of  the  Army  at  hisown  reqneat? 
We  cannot  then  expect  an  official  commvaieation. 
Would  out  request  or  deoiaad  give  more  effect  to 
the  inquiries  of  such  a  court  7 .  No,  this  caoaot  be 
pretended,  it  sits  under  a  law  already  in  exisf- 
ence,  and  its  powers  are  as  clearly  marked  out  as 
those  of  any  other  tribunal  Congress  has  erected 
for  the  administration  of  justice.  Had  the  Pre- 
sident given  us  inforQiation  that  this  court  of  in- 
quiry was  BOW  sitting,  what  should  we  have  saidi 
.Ufi  could  have  had  no  official  information  of  what 
,ne^  ftre  doing,  and  it  certainly  would  have  been 
'sosisidered  as  a  very  improper  intrusion  into  the 
.public  councils,  and  it  would  have  been  at  once 
:  declared  that  it  was  an  undue  attempt  to  govern 
our  decisions. 

•  Well,  as  we  know  that  diiseonrt  is  now  sittia& 
j3[  indeed  our  wishes  are  to  rase  the  public  miao, 
wherefore  object  to  the  immediate  transmissitu 
of  the  papers  we  have,  in  order  to  emUile  that  cirart 
to  pursue  its  inquiries  1  There  could  be  no  direct 
object  left  for  the  resolution }  if  a  sinister  one,  it 
was  certainly  not  the  d  oty  of  the  House  to  promote 
it.  It  was  but  too  obvious  there  could  be  bat  a 
single  object  now  for  presiitng  the  resolution :  if 
it  is  adopted  it  *ili  be  a  means  in  the  hands  of  the 
eoemies  of  the  Administcatuw  to  prare  dutf  th« 
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Exeentive  had  neffteoted  (o  d«  a  iutj  untU  the 
interfereneeoi  tbe  L^Ulatare  compelled  it.  How 
gfmtify^iii|f  this  might  oe  to  some  gentlemen,  it  was 
BOt  for  him  to  sajr ;  they  had  aumdy  declared  it. 
Bat  i>  this  doing  jualioe  to  the  pubUe  t  If  the 
Pcesidfliit  has  negwetnl  a  datjr,  we  «wa  act  apon 
hun,  we  cannot  compel  him  lo  act  on  others,  we 
ooght  not  to  attempt  eren  to  ioinMce  him  to  do 
ao — it  woald  be  asMuaiog  on  oorselTcs  the  lespoo- 
aibilttr  due  from  him ;  if  he  does  wrong  impeach 
Itlm.  Lei  not  gentlemen,  if  tbey  really  belieye  their 
eoaaUry  injured  by  the  eondact  <^  the  ExecuUre, 
be  ashamed  or  afraid  to  speak  in  tbe  langnage  of 
the  Constitution :  lo  rwiuest  bim  to  do  a  thing 
which  pertains  to  him  as  a  part  of  bis  duty,  is  in 
express  terms  a  charge  of  baTing  neglected  bis 
duty  :  if  kttcb  is  really  the  case,  let  htm  acooont 
for  It.  But  the  question  is  at  present  a  different 
ooe.  Tbe  coarse  for  us  to  pursne  in  the  discharge 
of  oar  doty  is  a  clear  one,  which  oaoDst  be  mis- 
taken  j  let  as  give  all  the  effeet  in  oar  power  to 
theiaqoiry^by  making  an  immediate  iransoiisHOB 

the  jiapcrs  and  iaformatioa  we  have  to  the  Pre- 
wdent,  in  order  that  it  may  be  laid  htfera  tbe  pro- 
per  eoart.  This  would  be  the  way  to  satisfy  the 
puUie  mind,  and  not  employ  ourselves  here  in 
■uikrag  an  empty  aoaod  of  charges,  which  we 
hare  neither  the  power  to  ptoseeute  nor  punish. 
Whether  be  was  of  opinion  witb  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Rowan)  that  the  accused  is 
gailty,  or  whether  he  was  of  a  cootrary  opinion, 
was  to  the  public  of  b^t  little  moment ;  our  opin.- 
ions  are  on  jhis  subject  but  the  opinioos  of  indi- 
viduals, they  can  never  be  more.  His  accusation 
has  afforded  an  opportunity  for  the  display  of  the 
powers  of  a  warm  tiancy ;  haw  far  it  has  (grated 
OD  the  jadgn^t,or  prodooed  a  conrietion  on  the 
mind,  jusuce  to  the  puUie  and  the  accused  both 
aeem  to  forbid  a  dcielaiation.  Mr.  L.  repeated 
'that  be  only  wished  such  measures  should  oe  pur- 
aDed,  as  would  most  efieetaally  promts  a  proper 
uqairy  and  satisfy  the  public  mind ;  and  would 
4iereforc^  when  a  pcoper  cq^oftunity  offered,  move 
«  TCsolouoD  which  he  thought  would  best  answer 
the  pttrpose. 

Mr.  Bibb. — After  tbe  very  tedious  discussion 
yon  hare  beard,  I  should  be  onmindful  of  the  feel- 
rags  of  the  House  were  I  to  detain  thein  long. 
But,  having  Usiened  patiently  to  the  arguments 
(Mothers,  I  feel  my  right  to  claim  their  lUteotioa 
for  a  few  moments  while  I  express  the  reasons 
which  will  induce  me  to  give  an  affirmative  vote, 
and  shall  endeavor  to  remove  the  Constitutional 
(ibjections  which  have  been  urged  against  the  re* 
aolntioo.  I  r^et  extremely  that  the  opposition 
ahonld  have  come  from  the  quarter  it  b«s,heeause 
it  will  have  a  lendeDey  to  confirm  the  suspieiou 
entertained  against  General  WiltiDton,  and  to 
cooBtenance  tbe  iasinnalion  that  the  Admtnislra- 
ttoB  are  disposed  to  prevent  a  fail  and  impartial 
investigation,  fearful  his  guilt  might  be  exposed. 
If  I  were  so  uochariuble  as  to  suspect  tbe-puritr 
of  the  motives  of  those  who  differ  in  opinion  with 
ne  upon  this  oecasioD,  I  ahoold  rejoice  at  the  de- 
cisioD  it  is  feand  they  ara-ahont  to  make.  But 
cnnfiding  aa  I  do  i^the  intcgtity  aad  pairiwiem 
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of  those  who  now  admmister-the  OoTemment  of 
my  country,  and  of  the  opponents  to  the  presmt 
Bootion,  I  shall  lament  a  deeision  which  will  af- 
fbrdapretextfor  laveetire-^brattribntiBff  to  them 
motived  the  most  unworthy  and  detestaUe. 

What  is  the  proposition  Wore  the  Hoose?  la 
it  to  punish  an  innocent  aaan  without  a  trial  t 
Or  to  hold  op  naneeessarily  and  improperly  to 
public  saspteiontha  character  of  so  individual,  lo 
gratify  private  resentiBents'?  Or  is  it  to  assume 
powers  which  are  withheld  from  as  by  the  Ck»n> 
stitntioB  of  the  Uhited  States  t  No  such  objects 
are  contemplated.  A  gentleman  from  Virginia 
haTtng  received  information  that  the  Commander 
of  your  Army  had  been  guilty  of  treachery  to  his 
country  in  becoming  a  pensioner  of  Spain,  deemed 
it  bis  dut^  to  communicate  it  to  thistionse,  whose 
province  it  is  to  raise  and  support  armies  and  to 
provide  for  tbe  common  defenee  and  general  weU 
fiire  of  the  nation.  HaviBgdonese,  he-has  offered 
a  resolution,  coached  in  respeetftU  langaa|!«,  re- 

aHesiMg  the  Presidaoi  to  institote  an  inqnry  fyg 
M  parpoee  of  asearbiining  tbe  inooceoce  or  gaitt 
of  the  aeooaed.  Is  tberaanythtnganfair  or  uajost 
in  this  proceeding?  Sorely  not.  It  is  in  my 
o^ion  the  very  course  which  oar  duty  ae  guar- 
dians of  the  national  security  and  jnsttce  to  Oen- 
tral  Wilkinson,  commands  us  to  pursiie:   If  the 

Sotleman  from  Virginia,  aftor  commonicatinc 
e  information,  had  evinced  ui  inelination  to 
stop  furtho*  inreatigatioD,  be  •might  with  some 
jHOpriety  have  been  charged  with  cruel  injastice ; 
butunder  the  existing  circumstances  I  cannot  per- 
oeive  the  groonds  for  such  a  charge. 

The  very  eourse  is  pointed  out  which  innocence 
would  desire  and  by  which  guilt  may  be  exposed. 
Now,  reject  tbe  «otion,aad  what  iaipression  will 
be  made  apon  the  public  mind  1  Will  it  be  fa- 
vorable to  the  accused,  honorable  to  this  House, 
or  aatisAiMory  to  tb«  na^on  ?  I  fear  it  will  noc 
We  are  told  that  if  the  rasoloiton  is  adopted  w* 
determine  tbe  gnilt  of  Qeneral  Wilkinson.  How 
such  an  inference  can  be  drawn  it  is-difficali  to 
pereeive.  Kverir  gentleman  who  bassptAenaptfk 
the  aobjeet,  admitted  that  there  were  groonds  for 
sospiolon,  and  that  further  inquiry  was  indispen- 
sable.  What  does  the  motion  propose?  Simply 
to  petition  the  proper  authority  to  imptirej  and 
cannot  possibly  imply  a  eonviotion  of  guilt.  It 
is  objeobed,  however,  that  this  House  does  not  po»> 
sesss  the  Constitntional  power  whwh  thay  ue 
called  upon  to  exercise. 

1  anderstand  the  resolutim  to  be  nothing  tnore 
than  a  petition  lo  the  Bxeentive.  t  ask,  then, 
whether  by  the  Coostitntion  of  tboUntted  States, 
trery  citizen  is  not  invested  with  the  right  to 

Sitttioo  any  dMairtaeht  of  this  Goremmttitf 
ir,  every  man  in  the,  nation,  however  meaa  hi> 
mnkf  or  abject  his  oondKioB,  mid  every  lawfal 
aasemUage  of  racnrboM  this  Ctmstitntiond  jwir* 
il^,  of  which  they  cannot  be  de|mved.  And 
are  we,  the  RetxeeeBtatiTes  of  the  people,  to  be  ex- 
elodedfrom  those  important  rights  with  whie^ 
as  oiiizeos  aad  freemen,  we  are  invested  by  the 
ConatiMition  of  onr  oovntry  ?  Ho.  U  heldine^ 
aaMittUw  HenedivwtaaM  itftke»etnlM> 
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Ue  pririleges,  I  am  ready  to  resign  it,  and  will 
uain  occupy  tbe  honorable  station  ef  a  citizen. 
Mt  aa  additioDal  right  to  pass  tbe  resolation  m 

!i?eD  as  by  sDolber  proTision  of  the  Conatitntion. 
t  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Preaideat  to  commQDi- 
•ate  to  Congress  from  time  to  tii»e  such  inlbraia'- 
tioD  OQ  the  state  of  the  Union  as  tnay  be  deemed 
■eeesaarraad  proper.  Why  wasthiadatyasngn- 
«d  to  the  President?  Certainly  that  Congress 
night  knov  where  to  re  son  for  information  to 
4treol  their  Legislative  proceediogs,  and  becaase 
from  the  nature  of  bis  other  Arties  he  must  be 
better  informed  genemllT  upon  tbe  afiinoftho 
Mtton  than  they  could  be.  At  the  eommetice- 
OMDt  of  erery  session  the  President,  to  compliance 
mth  his  duty,  communicates  such  ioformstion  as 
be  thinks  necessary ;  but  it  cannot  be  expected 
that  be  can  foresee  the  various  sulriects  which  may 
oeeupy  the  attention  of  tbe  Lcfrislature,  and  upon 
which  they  may  want  information:  and  shall  it 
not  be  asked  for  when  it  is  wanted  7  If  it  be  his 
<hity  to  communicate  it  from  time  to  time,  we 
most  have  the  right  to  ask  for  it,  wheoerer  we 
ouiBM  act  without  it.  Such  is  our  praaent  stlna- 
tioB ;  we  an  celled  upon  to  add  to  our  Military 
BatabUsbmoit^foi  which  ptirpose  a  bill  is  already 
iBtroduced.  I  should  pitibaoly  vote  for  it,  if  I 
were  eertaiD  that  the  suspieioos  entertained  a^inst 
m  pOTtiOB  of  tbe  Army  were  groundles?.  But  this 
iam  matlw  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  it  is  now 
pn^itsed  to  request  the  President  to  institute  an 
inquiry,  that  we  may  be  informed  whether  an 
addition  to  tbe  Army  can  be  safely  made  or  not. 
Until  such  inquiry  is  made,  and  such  iaformation 
ia  received,  I  cannot  aot  in  a  way  satisfiietory  to 
myself* 

Thus  I  derive  the  authority  to  adopt  the  reso- 
lution before  you,  from  the  undoubted  right  to 
peiitioo,  and  from  tbe  indispensable  power  of  this 
Bouse  to  ask  for  information  with  a  view  to  tha 
difection  of  their  Legislative  eoudoet. 

In  liuiea  of  dugerud  alarm  like  die  present, 
h  ouwtt  bo  expected  that  the  Repreaentatirca  of 
Ae  pfoi4e  will  consaat  to  eoamit  tbe  iotereate 
and  saMy  of  their  country  to  thoae,  in  whose 
fidelity  and  patriotism  they  have  not  the  meat 
perfeot  coafidence.  And  until  my  doobta  art  re* 
■Mwed  I  shall  withhold  my  assent  from  addinc 
n  stifle  man  to  ow  Army.  However  eritieu 
oar  sitaation,  whatever  dangers  may  aorrouad  us, 
I  will  trust  tbe  defeaee  of  tbe  nation  to  the  militia 
alone. 

Bir.  8i>0AK.— So  ukvch-cime  has  been  spcM  on 
this  subject;  that  I  s4K>nM  aot  now  have  risen  bad 
it  not  been  to  notice  the  ingenious  turn  my  friend 
from  Georgia  has  given  to  this,  on  the  ground  ef 
being  a-peiition  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  I  snail  juttt  observe  that  I  do  aot  remem- 
ber that  npoB  aoy  subject  there  had  been  so  many 
ntiaropta  to  give  such  dlArcat  tnrna  and  dresa  to 
Ae  raatloT  under  eotuidention }  for  wbet  purpose 
I  do  not  Bay.  All  I  do  say,  is,  that  I  hope  no  in- 
geuuty,  or  change  at  dress,  will  indnee  a  large 
BH^orily  9i  the  House  to  swerve  from  their  duty ; 
I  bqw  we  shall  do  nothing  fnrtter  than  tnoenit 
the  fmptn  vitfaiat  other  weigbt  ot  ebaemtionto 
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the  Executive.  From  tbe  [vesent  state  of  mj 
feelings,  I  shall  give  my  vote  so  far,  hot  not  one 
thtle  farther. 

Mr.  Holland. — The  gentleman  last  up  but  one, 
bus  told  tis  that  good  grounds  are  pointed  out.  on 
which  the  inilt  or  innocence  of  General  Wilnn- 
son  orald  be  established,  and  from  this  has  de- 
duced an  argiiment  that  we  ought  to  instruct  the 
President  in  bis  duty.  Imraedtalely  after,  he  ad- 
duced the  right  of  petition  in  favor  of  edoptiog^ 
the  resolution.  Is  this  House  reduced  to  the 
humble  situation  of  being  mere  petitioners  to  the 
Exeeuflre  to  do  his  duty  or  grant  us  oar  rightt 
That  consideration  alone  would  induce  me  to  op- 
pose the  measure.  This  House  has  rights  and 
should  demand,  not  petition  for  them  ;  the  Coit- 
stitation  never  contemplated  that  this  body  should 
petition.  I  feel  myseu  placed  in  a  dignified  situa- 
tion, and  never  will  consent  to  such  an  abasement. 

We  have,  however,  arrived  at  the  point  when 
it  is  acknowledged  that  this  principle  is  not  recog- 
nised by  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  Thia 
proposition  is  tbe  same  in  effect,  though  not  in 
the  same  plain  iangUage  as  that  offered  by  the 
gentlemen  from  Knttucky,  and  which  has  been 
withdrawn  to  make  way  for  this,  ia  return  for 
which  tbe  gentleman  from  Vii^oia  (Mr.  Raht 
ooLPo)  bas  declared  the  arguments  ofthe  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Rowan)  to  be  unan- 
swer^le.  This  resolution  is  the  fcame  in  sub- 
stance, asking  the  President  n)  do  a  thing  which 
we  have  not  a  right  to  demand. '  This  is  the 
sabstance  of  the  argument  just  delivered  in  favor 
of  it.  I  am  informed  that  the  Senate  is  trying  one 
of  its  members:  suppose  we  enter  into  a  reso-- 
lution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  same 
person.  Would  it  not  in  u?  be  an  act  of  sopere- 
rogation  1  We  are  Informed  from  good  anthority 
tbat  this  work  is  going  on,  that  General  Wilkin- 
son is  on  bis  triar  that  the  proper  department  is 
going  on  with  this  business.  How,  then,  can  we 
lake  it  up 7 

This  proposition  means  something  that  cannot 
be  teknowiedged,  that  will  not  bear  the  light  of 
day:  and,  therefore,  I  am  opposed  to  this  resold- 
tloQ  and  all  sveb. 

Mr.  LiVBRHonn  said  the  resolotion  in  its  pres- 
ent form  was  eousittefflbly  varied  from  what  it 
was  yesterday ;  be  should  oriefly  make  a  fbw  ob- 
servations on  the  subject. 

There  bad  beeninformation  given  to  the  House 
of  something  which  looked  like  a  conspiracy 
against  the  Govemmeot;  and  also  of  something 
Wiicb  looked  like  bribery.  Without  entering  into 
an  investigation  or  analysis  of  the  evidfeace,  it 
was  sueb  as  to  induoe  the  House  to  say  that  any 
person  guilty  of  the  crimes  alleged  by  it  to  have 
been  committed,  vras  unfit  for  an  officer  of  the 
United  States.  The  proposition  sow  under  con- 
sideration was  simply  to  inquire,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  be  requesc* 
ed  to  inquire,  into  tbe  eondott  of  tfali  officer. 
This  at  first  vtew  did  not  strike  his  mind  as  being 
worthy  of  so  much  consideration  whether  or  not 
it  should  be  adopted;  he  could  uot  have  conceived 
itpoaeiUeibMthere-iheilld  be  any  diacusston  on  it* 
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It  btd  bMo  said  by  some  gentlenw  appoied  to 
tbst  the  eridcttce  ou|^kt  to  be  traosmhted  to 
the  Presideat  of  the  Untted  Sutes;  titer  could 
see  ao  objection  to  that.  Bin  what  could  b«  aa- 
derttood  hy  traaunittiBg  it  ?  Why  send  it  to  the 
Pfciident  of  the  Uoirea  States?  If  it  were  im- 
.  proper  to  isake  the  request,  why  trouble  tbe  Ex- 
•CDiiTe  with  iAformation-on  ttie  mlqeet?  If  it 
ware  noper  to  trwwmit  tbe  evidenoa,  why  scroida 
la  make  the  rcqueat) 

GeatWnaa  had  objected  to  it  on  Coaetitotional 
gnnnds ;  for  hii  own  par^  be  ahould  be  one  of 
the  kat  to  wiah  to  pttsi  any  reeelntion  or  do  any 
aet  eootrary  to  the  CoeatitutiBB ;  and  sbould  abo 
be  one  of  the  last  to  do  anything  wbieh  looked 
like  an  usmoption  of  powers  not  delegated  to  tbe 
Howe.  Bat  in  every  shape  in  which  he  eoald 
new  the  maUer,  there  was  aot  the  least  cause  for 
ae  appreheoaioft  of  tbie  kind,  and  he  should  ea- 
deavor  to  eooatder  the  matter  as  briefly  as  possible. 

It  had  beeo  said  that  the  CoostitutioQ  did  not 
drlegaie  the  power  to  do  this  thing.  This,  is  rery 
troe,  eaid  he ;  the  CoastituUtai  does  not  expFassly 
delegaie  any  sneh  power,  if  we  adheee  to  toe  let- 
ter of  this  iostniment.  Bat  it  must  be  eoosidered 
that  there  are  power*  rested  in  tfais  House  which 
are  not  expressly  gireo.  I  voold  not  wish  to 
ottnd  tbe  powers  of  thia  Hease  by  iaaplieatioa, 
to  do  m  material  iajary  to  the  person  or  property 
of  any  oae,  to  destroy  the  trial  by  jary,  or  to  in- 
fringe tbe  prerinee  of  any  branch  of  the  Legisk^ 
tore,  or  the  powera  ctf  the  Sxeentive.  Indeed  it 
weald  in  my  opinion  he  too  abaurd  to  be  attempA- 
ed  ta  any  caw.  This  i«  not^  however,  eontem- 
plaicd  by  the  present  propositioa.  If  it  were  a 
propoaitioa  to  do  an  injury,  my  iniad  would  re- 
Tohat  the  idea]  bat  if  it  be  notbing  more  than 
what  is  necessa^  and  proper,  wheve  can  foe  the 
objection  to  it,  or  where  does  tbe  Constitution, 
deny  tbe  cxeraise  of  tbe  right?  Qaailemen  ask, 
where  does  tbe  Constitution  give  the  power  1  I 
will  answer  that  it  grows  out  of  oar  Coostitatioi^ 
wbieh  was  foooded  in  the  wisdom  of  our  states- 
acB.  This  Hoose  is  the  branoh  of  the  Legisla- 
tare  oensidercd  a«  aore  peniecdarlf  compoeed  of 
the  RepreaentaCina  crfihe  pei^ }  it  uoor  Dotnidai 
4rij  lo  wateh  ertir  the  InteraMa  of  United 
Slatea  ;  iriwa  an  iajary  is  done  to  tb«  aatioa  and 
M  ehedked  by  the  proper  antikority,  it  is  our 
imtf  to  inquire  aad  gire  informatioB.  To  sar, 
therefore,  that  beaease  this  power  iaoec  ez|veaily 
gma  we  shall  nat  etcreiae'  h,  does  aot  appear  to 
Be  to  be  a  rery  potent  argoment.  Perhaps  if 
this  reqaesk  wentte  iojofe  an  iodiTidu«l,.or  to 
derive  him  of  his  rights,  ibm  might  be  some 
joariee  in  tbe  obeerratiOD.  Bot  after  the  evidence 
which  has  beeo  given  to  this  House  for  several 
days  past,  an  ioqtiiry  ougbt  to  be  made  by  the 
Pveaideat ;  and  if  Oeaeral  WUkiosoa  is  net  a  maa 
of  integrity^  he  oa^t  to  be  remored. 

it  was  said  that  ad  inqairy  is  instituted.  This 
mqairy  does  not  f»  to  tbe  extcat  which  is  coo- 
•raaplaied  by  this  rescdwtioa.  it  is  a  fact  that 
thia  court  ha*  not  tbe  power  of  eenpeUiog  the 
Btteadanee  of  the  wteaeiacs  or  the  prodoetioa,  of 
pafcra  ftem  a  diaiaaoe,  vUeb  anDUw  aopf t  laiglit 


do.  It  is  not  aach  a  coart  as  tbis  that  Ae  Presi* 
deat  is  reifuesied  to  institute.  If  tbe  President- 
were  to  find  from  satisfactory  evideeee,  suelt  as 
bas  been  given,  that  General  Wilkiosoo  is  guilty 
he  will  remove  aim  from  office ;  be  may  go  further, 
and  order  a  prosecaiioa  against  him  io  tbe  proper 
district.  Whether  he  slrantd  do  one  or  both  i» 
not  now  necessary  to  decide.  All  I  understaatl 
the  reaoiotion  to  ask,  is,  that  be  will  make  proper 
iaqairy  into  the  oondoel  of  Oeneral  Wilkinion— 
whether  by  a  partiealar  court,  particuhtr  offieen, 
partieakir  eoAmittee,  whether  he  may  aea 
eatue  lo  all  this  i^eer  before  him,  end  give  biok 
an  opportnniiy  lo  defend  himsrif,  it  is  not  neeee- 
«ary  now  lo  detennioe-or  inquire.  But  in  all  thv 
I  eaoQot  see  any  offence  given  to  tbe  President^ 
or -any  declarstien  that  there  is  any  matter  which 
he  ought  to  have  inquired  ioU^  but  which  he  iaa 
not.  I  have  not  seen  any  eanse  for  the  alarm  or 
declamation  vinble  and  audible  for  several  days 
past.  The  proposition  appears  to  be  reasooabW) 
and  supported  by  the  Constitution,  as  nothing 
contained  in  that  instcumeot  forbids  it,  and  «« 
coutemplate  no  injurious  exercise  of  power  against 
the  person  or  property  of  any  individual  what- 
ever. Can  aay  gentleman  say  how  this  ean  i»- 
jure  aay  partiealar  cittzen  1  If  he  be  goilty 
will  be  ascertained,  if iaaoeent, his  ianaeenccwUi 
be  eoafirmed— his  ehanietcr  m$y  ba  eUared  vp 
and  all  staios  wiped  away.  For  aay  |»art  I  caB*> 
BOt  »e  why  all  this  zeal  against  an  inqaiiT  «f 
^is  iMtaro,  or  why  tbe  Constituttoa  shoold  be 
held  up  to  disanssioo^ben  tbe  simple  gaestiMi  ie 
mmly  whether  the  President  shall  be  requested 
to  inquire  into  this  business.  There  is  somethiag 
io  it  which  I  cannot  fathom.  I  have  revolved  it 
to  my  mind  in  every  possible  shape,  and  caiuwt 
see  Boy  ground  for  the  excitement  these  fe^ 
Inge  or  apprehensions ;  or  that  the  Constitutioii 
will  be  destroyed  by  a  simple  request  by  tha 
House  of  Repreaentatives  to  tbe  President  of  tha 
United  Sutes  to  inquire  into  certain  erfdenot 
which  has  cooae  withui  our  knowledge. 

Mr.  Bacon  said,  he  believed  he  bad  expressed 
his  sentiaaents  on  this  motion,  now  before  tba 
Hoin^  when  it  was  offered  for  their  eottsideiMioA 
ata  former  day  ;  believed,  .for  it  woald  ba  reebt- 
leated  that  the  general  subject  had  danced  faafaat 
their  eyea  in  such  various  forma,  that  it  wAa  in*' 
possible  to  say  with  cenaiaty  whether  be  had 
e^aressed  his  opinion  on  this  parttoularpMat  oi 
not,  but  be  bdiered  he  had.  It  was  not  a  Uttla 
amusiog.  and,  perhaps,  worthy  of  attenUoa,  to 
look  back  and  see  the  regalar  gradation  in  wbieh 
this  business  bed  progressed  from  its  Ant  present^ 
ation.  How  had  It  gene  on?  First^  said  Mr.  fii., 
it  appeared  in  the  form  of  a  modest  and  siw^ 
raqoes^  addressed  to  the  Executive,  to  the  Ian*- 
gvage  of  wbieh  it  was  tboaght  there  ceald  net  ho 
aay  objection,  attbovgb  there  oertaUriy  waato  the 
a»b«taoce.  Then,  afWi;  tb&Housc  had  ooasidered 
it  a  while,  it  was  moved  to  go  further:  that  ii 
should  be  committed  to  a  committee,  with  power 
to  send  for  perseoa  and  papen.  This  nwtion  waa 
dtsQMsfd  a  day  or  two^  when  the  aoHe^  tha 
HoBse-ms  taloeB  on  it,  aad  U  waa  throm  «atby 
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■  hu^e  majority  of  votes.  Wbat  was  ibt  next 
atep?  A  motioD  that  two  geDtlemeo  oo  the  floor 
mi^t  be  so  far  indulged  as  to  permit  them  to  lay 
^eir  evidence  on  the  table.  This  presented  the 
snbjeec  in  a  more  confined  and  limited  shape.  It 
was  not  giring  a  eommiltee  power  om  persons 
and  papers ;  it  was  represented  as  a  rery  eircum- 
«erkbedand  harmless  tbiog.  Without  pretending 
to  a  great  degree  of  prescieocp,  1  then  tbooght  1 
saw  the  extent  to  which  we  should  be  drawn,  apd 
did  lift  up  my  feeble  voice  against  it,  erenin  that 
abapc,  and  suggested  my  ideas  to  the  House.  But 
I  was  found  to  tte  in  a  very  small  minority.  I 
fcally  thought  the  next  step  would  have  been  a 
decision  on  the  resolution]  as  first,  moved  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  on  transmitting  the 
npen,  which  had  been  laid  on  our  table,  to  the 
Executive;  but.  frOm  the  large  majority  on  that 

Jinestion,  con  rage  seemed  to  have  been  taken  to  go 
urther.  What  was  next?  A  resolution  propos- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  The  first 
resolution,  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
Bia,  aimpljr  requested  the  President  to  do  a  certain 
mtt,  traMcending  our  own  powers,  in  a  modest 
■uuiBer ;  but  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  acetUB 
to  lure  thought  the  House  then  was  in  a  temper 
to  go  further,  and  therefore  moved  a  resolution 
not  that  we  should  direct  the  President  to  do  his 
duty,  bttt  10  take  the  power  ourselves  and  appoint 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  a  crime  of  the  'bigb- 
<nt  magnitude.  I  did  not  regret  that  the  subject 
was  brought  in  this  shape  before  the  House.  I 
thwight  it  would  produce  a  good  effect  i  that  the 
Bouse  would  see  now  far  ibe  "entering  wedge" 
iras  finally  to  be  driven.  But  this  rasolution, 
and  the  doctrines  urged  in  support  of  it,  erideniiy 
arent  too  far;  the  temper  of  ifas  House  did  not 
■eem  to  relish  it  j  many  gentlemen,  who  teemed 
jn^M^  to  adopt  the  first  resolution,  coald  not 
toing  tfaemsdves  np  to  this.  What  then  was 
?  The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  wi^drew 
and  then  

Mr.  Ramdolph  asked  leave  to  set  the  gentle- 
joaan  right  ia  what  he  was  about  to  state.  He 
was  certain  the  gentleman  from  Massacbiuetts 
vroiUd  wish  to  state  nothing  but  wbat  was  correct. 
The  truth  was,  that  the  resolution  now  before 
Ihem  would  not  have  been  the  subject  of  debate 
at  prdsent,  had  it  not  been  for  the  circumstance  of 
bis  having  misconceived  the  gentleman  from 
Keatneky.  1  understood  the  gentlemaOj  said  Mr. 
B.,as  meaning  to  withdraw  hu  to  make  way  for 
the  lesolation  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit } 
when,  in  fact,  had  I  heard  him  distinctly,  I  should 
have  undrntood  that  his  intention  was  to  with- 
dmw  his  own  to  modify  it  and  present  it  in  anew 
abape,  disencumbered  of  additions  unconnected 
witn  It.  This  is  the  plain  state  of  the  iact;  and 
the  change  of  question  now  origiDatessplely  from 
my  having  misunderstood  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  and  having  got  possession  of  the  floor 
before  him. 

Mr.  Baooif  said,  he  did  not  know  how  it  oc* 
oorred,  and  could  only  see  things  as  they  present- 
ed tbemMlves.  He  understood  the  gentleman 
ftom  KsBtoeky  to  withdraw  his  motion  altogc- 
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tber,  on  aeconot  of  the  motion  of  the  genilraua 
from  North  Candina  to  strike  out  a  pM-tion  of  it. 
[The  SptAKSB  said,  each  waa  the  case.]  Then, 
said  Mr.  B.,  I  believe  the  House  was  in  the  same 
nnfortunate  situation  as  the  geoUeman  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  could  not  hear'  the  true  state  of  the 
case }  and,  really,  if  I  did  misunderstand  himi,  I 
am  not  so  happy  as  I  imagined  I  should  he,  for  I 
did  hope  I  should  he  right  in  supposing  that  the 
comments  made  upon  the  resolution  hu  induced 
him  wholly  to  withdraw  it,  and  am  aany  that 
this  does  not  appear  lo  be  the  cnae. 

I  beg  the  House  now  to  consider  through  what 
stages  we  have  been  led  in  the  consideration  of 
this  subject.  It  seems  we  are  now  to  meet  this 
question  in  its  originsl  form.  I  will  not  now 
again  enter  into  a  discussion  of  it.  it  will,  how- 
ever, he  a  useful  lesson  to  me,  and,  I  trust,  to  the 
House,  to  observe  through  what  mazes  we  have 
travelled.  First,  the  disoiu»ion  commenced  on  a 
civil  request  to  the  Executive  that  he  would  do 
his  duty^  and  exercise  his  power;  but.  feeing  tb« 
grouod  pretty  firm  under  them,  geDtlemen  thought 
tbev  might  assume  more;  and  the  question  was 
at  last  presented  as  we  Vesierday  beard  it  sup- 
ported by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

I  shall  not  occupy  the  attention  of  the  House 
with  any  further  remarks.  I  will  only  observe, 
that  there  is  nothing  at  the  bottom  of  the  opposi- 
tion to  this  resolution,  no  improper  motive  for  the 
zeal  displayed  on  the  occasion.  I  profess  nogreat 
zeal;  I  am  neither  the  partisan  of  General  Wjl- 
kioaon,  nor  his  foe;  shall  not  join  ia  the  eulogi- 
um  on  his  character  by  the  gentleman  from  New- 
Jersey,  nor  in  the  axpersions  on  it  by  the  gentJe- 
man  from  Kentucky.  I  equally  disclaim  any 
participation  in  both.  The  cbaraotCE  of  this  offi- 
cer may  be  bandied  about  as  gentlemen  please, 
but  I  will  not,  for  the  purpose  ofshowing  my  aeal 
for  what  may  be  supposed  a  popular  inquiry,  be 
driven  from  my  Constitutional  ground ;  standing 
on  which,  and  on  which  alone,  f  feel  myself  safe. 
I  though^  the  other  day,  when  the  House  called 
for  information,  that  they  had  better  have  stopped 
where  they  were ;  I  endeavored  to  show  the  con- 
sequences of  it  then.  I  now  repeat,  thai  here  ia 
the  ground  to  halt.  If  we  have  already  gone  too 
far,  we  cannot  retrace  our  steps ;  but  we  may  say 
we  will  go  no  further.  If  the  House  go  further, 
I  will  not  go  with  them;  but  I  hope  ihey  will 
consider  the  precedeou  aad  principles  which  wiU 
flow  from  the  course  which  they  seem  now  about 
to  adopt. 

Mr.  Bau,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  should  vote 
against  this  resolution  for  several  reasons ;  it  waa 
inexpedient,  noneeesaary,  and  exceeded  the  power 
of  the  House.  It  was  wexpedieat  and  onneeea- 
sary  at  the  present  time,  because  the  veryobjeec 
of  the  resolution  was  already  taken  into  cooaider- 
ation  by  the  President,  and  a  court  of  inquiry  haul 
been  ordered  in  pursuance  of  it.  He  should  vote 
against  it  as  inexpedient,  because  the  President  or 
the  United  Sutcs  was  Utlly  adequate  to  do  e«ry-> 
tiling  which  he  was,  by  the  Constitution  oc  law. 
required  to  do ;  and  with  him  aloae  feslad  aU  ib« 
power  to  have  tbie  bnaneiB  tmught  befoce  the 
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proper  tribaiM).  Than  is,  said  he,  a  military 
court  to  which  all  these  officers  are  amenable, 
and  by  whom  they  are  puntsbable  for  any  offences 
which  they  may  commit ;  and  I  am  witHnff  to 
nibmit  to  tbeir'decision  not  only  this  case  but 
CTcry  other  which  may  arise,  without  further  in- 
terfierence.  I,  for  my  paK,  shall  never  descend  to 
the  sitaation  of  a  petitioner  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  or  to  any  mber  department  of 
Government.  If,  then,  the  resolution  be  coosid- 
cred  as  a  petition,  the  Honae  can  do  nothing  more 
impolitic  than  to  become  petilioners.  This  Le- 
giMBtiue  ctands  precedent  to  any  department  of 
the  GoremmenI  i  and  if  any  gentleman  thinks  fit 
to  come  forward  as  a  petitioner,  let  him  do  it ;  and 
if  be  chooses  to  resign  his  aeat,  as  he  baa  threat- 
ened to  do,  if  we  do  not  agree  to  "  petition,''  let 
him  do  so. 

It  has  been  asked  by  a  ^ntleman  from  Gon- 
Bectieotf  wh^  should  the  President  be  irobUed 
with  this  evidence,  if  not  with  the  resolation? 
This  evidence,  although  upon  the  table,  is  unctm- 
ftected  with  anything  'elae  whatever. 

When  I  was  np,  a  few  days  ago,  I  had  the 
honor  to  mention  that  the  Govemment  consisted 
of  three  great  departments,  and  thatrit  was  the 
intention  of  the  framers  of  the  ConstitntioQ  that 
these  departments  abould  not  interfere  with  each 
other.  I  observed,  that  the  Cooatituiion  says  that 
the  President  shall  recommend  to  this  House, 
finnn  time  to  time,  «acfa  measures  as  he  shall 
tikink  proper.  Oentlemen  had  been  called  upon 
to  show  why  this  House  had  any  right  to  request 
him ;  it  is  given  up  that  it  is  not  expressly  dele- 
gated, and  tf  it  is  by  implication.  I  should  be  gtad 
to  see  it.  I  have  examined  the  Constitution,  and 
found  that  every  power  not  delated  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  reserved  to  the  people  or  the  States. 
I  deny  that  the  Constitution  ever  authorized  this 
House  to  recommend  to  the  President  any  meas- 
are  which  it  is  within  bis  province  to  do.  If  any 
such  aothority  can  be  showtt,  it  will  be  some 
reason  why  this  resolution  should  be  adopted.  I 
most  act  according  to  the  Constitution,  which  I 
have  SW1HD  to  support,  and  I  do  not  see  that  any 
power  is  therein  given  to  do  such  an  act  as  (bis, 
ud  therefore  I  shall  vote  a^inst  this  resolution 
md  all  sneh.  If  this  doetrme  be  once  eataUish- 
ed,  what  will  be  the  consequence  ?  It  will  be  in 
the  power  of  gentlemen  to  bring  forward  a  reso- 
latioo  to  afieet  any  officer  of  the  Array  or  Navy, 
a«d  they  might  send  the  whole  Army  before  the 
President  on  suspicion.  I  hope  this  doctrine  wilt 
never  be  adopted;  I  am  content  to  let  these  offi- 
cers remain  amenable  to  the  department  which 
has  power  over  them  by  the  CoDstitutton.  I  deem 
that  department TuUy  competent;  and  when  the 
power  was  confided  to  the  Executive  department. 
It  was  expected  that  he  would  do  his  duty  as  well 
as  this  department;  if  this  is  not  the  case,  let  this 
Boose  at  once  assume  the  duties  of  the  President, 
aad  come  before  the  sovereign  people  in  that  ca- 
pacity; one  act  under  duit  assumptun  wUl  btaat 
the  Dncomtitiiiiooal  doctrine. 

As  well  might  this  Lf^iaUtaffe  assame  the 
pawcr  to  leqacst  a  jaiy  to  do  anythiag  as-1o  ra- 
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quest  the-  President ;  and,  beisg  a  measiHe  not 
warranted  by  the  Coastitutioh,  I  eanaot  agree 

to  it. 

Mr.  Ltoh  said,  while  he  should  cheerfully  have 
voted  for  an  inquiry  by  this  House,  as  it  was  eon- 
tended  that  they  had  not  this  right  to  inquire,  he 
should  not  vote  for  this,  because  it  requested  the 
President  to  institute  an  inquiry,  which  was  alrea- 
'  dy  done,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  court  were 
published.  But  when,  he  said,  he  should  vote 
against  the  resolution,  he  felt  a  sort  of  repugnance 
to  80  voting,  from  the  expression  of  a  belief  by- 
many  of  its  opponents,  that  they  bad  no  right  to 
pass  it.  He  contended  that  they  had  ft  right  to 
make  inquiry  themselves  as  well  as  to  call  upon 
the  President  to  do  it ;  he  was  as  strongly  attached 
to  the  Constitution  as  any  one.  ana  could  not 
consent  to  give  up  his  rights.  He  should  vote 
against  the  resolution  merely  hecause  it  called 
"upoD  the  President  to  do  a  thing  already  done. 
He  was  inclined  to  think  some  further  inquiry 
was  necessary,  becatise  of  the  clamor,  and  because 
charges  bed  been  made  of  a  disposition  to  stifle 
inquiry,  which  assertions  should  be  met  broadly. 
It  ought  to  be  said  byevery  side  of  the  House  that 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  go  into  any  inquiry.  It 
was  a  matter  of  vast  importance ;  and  the  House 
should  not  be  influenced  by  delicacy  toward  th^ 
President,  the  Commander-in-Chtef.or  any  other 
man,  but  boldly  take  up  the  case,  and  show  to  the 
world  that  they  were  not  ashamed  to  go  on  'with 
an  inquiry,  which  every  part  of  the  nation  called 
for.  General  Wilkinson's  character,  vSttt  what 
had  been  sworn  to  by  Mr.  Clask,  did  not  stand 
with  the  nation  A  that  they  could  have  confi- 
dence in  him;  on  the  contrary,  their  confldenee 
in  that  commander  must  be  shaken.  The  House 
ought  to  pursue  such  a  course  as  wotild  restore 
confldence  to  this  officer,  or  he  ought  to  be  dis- 
missed from  the  service.  I  hope,  said  Mr.  L.,  that 
gentlemen  who  oppose  this  on  OoDstitiltional 
grounds,  do  not  consider  if  the  inquiry  now  com- 
menced goes  on  in  such  a  way  as  is  not  complete- 
ly satisfactory  to  the  whole  nation,  that  the  pur- 
pose intendea  will  be  answered ;  that  if  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief is  exculpated,  and  that  mereW 
hecause  this  or  that  form  is  wanting,  that  eonfi- 
deace  will  be  restored.  If  he  is  kept  in  offiee,Rnd 
confidence  is  not  restored  to  him,  a  great  evil  will 
take  i^aee,  vrithout  a  remedy,  except  this  Hotise 
have  the  power.  Gentlemen  talk  about  the  time 
which  has  been  spent.  I  do  not  care  how  much 
time  has  been  spent,  or  how  much  said  on  this 
subject ;  it  is  better  so  much  time  has  been  spent 
than  that  the  nation  should  be  kept  In  suspense. 
I  shall  vote  against  this  resolution,  though  Imight 
vote  for  the  resolution  of  my  eolleagae,  {Mr. 
Rowan.)  if  under  consideration  now. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Rahdolfb's  resolution, 
was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  72,  nays 
49,  as  follows :  • 

TxiB — EvsD  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Atstou,  BurweDi 
Bassett,  William  W.Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Thomu 
Blount,  J<^  Boyle,  Williain  A.  Bnrwell,  William 
Bntler,  John  Campbell,  Eps^rodttus  Chanson,  Mar- 
tin GUttondsa,  Matthew  Cl^,  BowsD  CAbb,  Joha 
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Dtvenport,  |r.,  Joi^  Derita,  James  Elliot,  WillUm 
BIy,  John  W.  Bjppes,  Bu«nt  Qftrdenier,  Prandx  G«d* 
ner,  Junes  M.  Garaett,  Cbarles  Goldsborou^b,  Edwin 
Omy.  Jobn  Harris,  William  Helms,  WiUiam  Hoge, 
Da'nd  UolniBs,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphrejs, ' 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  ionee,  Jamea  KeU;, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Joseph  Lewis,  iua^  Edward  St.  Loe 
livannMe,  Edward  Lloyd,  Nawaniol  Macon,  Robert 
Harion,  Jodiah  MasteM.  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun., 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Hosidy,  Gordon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Filkia,  jr.,  Josiah 
Qaincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Jacob  lUdiards,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Rus- 
sell, Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Peter 
Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M. 
Tronp,  Jabez  U^m,  James  L  Van  Allen,  Nicbidas 
Van  Dyke,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
plmck,  Jesee  Wharton,  Mannaduke  WOliams,  Alex- 
ander WOson,  and  iUehaid  Winn. 

Nats— Willie  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Bacon.  Datid' 
Bardr  Joseph  Barker,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhonn, 
George  W.  Campbell,  Peter  Cariton,  John  Chandler, 
Richard  Cntts,  Josiah  Deane,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  James  Flak,  Meeback  Franklin,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Heister,  James  H<^and,  Daniel 
Bsley,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Eirkpatrick,  N^e- 
miajt  Kught,  John  Lambert.  Jdn  Lore,  Matthew 
L^n,  WilUam  MeCreerf,  William  MifaiM',  Niehtdai 
R.  Mooie,  Jerwniah  Morrow,  J<^  Morrow,  Rog« 
Neleon,  Thomas  Newbold,  WilM>n  C.  Nkholas,  John 
Portw,  John  Pngh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards.  Ebenezer  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Jededlah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Clement 
Storer,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomraon,  Archibald  Von 
Horn,  Robert  Whitehill,  Isaac  WQbour,  and  James 
Witherell. 

Mr.  Eppbs  said  he  bad  stated  on  a  former  day, 
in  bis  place,  that  no  information  bad  at  aay  time 
been  receired  by  the  present  Administralioo  which 
went  to  charge  Bri^dier  Gteaeral  Wilkiason 
viih  being  a  Spanish  peasiooer.  This  statement 
was  made  in  reply  to  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
who  tbongbt  it  annecessary  to  forward  to  the 
Sxeeative  the  evidence  exhibited  against  General 
Wilkinson,  on  the  ground  that  this  evidence  was 
already  iojpossession  of  the  EzeeutiTe  department. 
A  fust  80  important  to  the  public  ought  not  to 
rest  on  the  assertion  of  any  individual.  If  cor- 
ruption has  at  any  period  of  our  political  exist- 
ence fixed  its  fangs  on  this  Qovernment,  if  men 
known  to  be  Spanish  pensioners  have  at  aov 
poriod  been  honored  witn  confidence  bv  any  ad- 
ministration, it  is  proper  the  people  soould  un- 
derstand at  what  period  this  confidence  eoni- 
meoced,  and  by  whom  it  was  reposed.  So  far 
baiA  as  the  yeac  1789  or  1790,  ioformaiion  was 
forwarded  to  the  Executive  department  of  this 
Goreroment,  thatacombioatioo  between  citizens 
of  tbeUoitM  States  and  the  Spanish  Government 
had  been  formed,  for  the  purpcue  of  dumembering 
the  United  States.  The  information  (together 
with  the  names  of  most  of  the  persons  concerned 
in  the  oombiDatioo)  was  forwarded  to  tbe  firat 
Administration  formed  under  this  Goranment, 
at  tbe  head  o£  which  General  WASfliNoToii  was 
placed.  It  wtts  known  to  tlie  seMod  AdmiDiatra- 


tton  under  Mr.  Avams,  and  addltiotial  toforraattoB 
forwarded  to  him  by  Mr.  Bllicott.  If  General 
Wilkinson  was  origtnallir  concerned  in  this  com-  \ 
bioation,  be  must  have  been  appointed  toofficA  J 
by  the  first  adrainistration  under  this  Govern- I 
raent,  and  continued  by  the  second,  with  a  full  I 
and  complete  knowledge  of  this  fact.  Tbe  pre»-  " 
eat  Republican  party  found  General  Wilkinson 
in  office,  and  abundant  proof  can  be  produced  that 
he  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  two  preceding 
Administrations.  If  he  wssoriginailv  a  member 
of  the  old  Spanish  combination,  or  nas,  st  any 
period  prior  to  the  year  1801,  been  guilty  of  any 
act  cateulared  to  destroy  tbe  public  coBfideDC^ 
let  the  responsibility  rest  on  tbeae  who  appointed 
and  eontinoed  bim  in  office.  We  have  seen  ia 
one  Sute  of  the  Union  a  member  of  this  combi- 
nation removed  from  the  iroporiact  office  of 
judge,  m  tbe  ground  of  being  a  Elpaolsh  pM- 
siooer.  A  ch«'ge  of  the  same Icind  is  now  macla 
on  oath  by  a  member  of  this  House,  against  n 
officer  of  the  United  States.  It  is  time  that  all 
the  information  possessed  by  the  Qovernmeat  f»f 
the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  this  combina- 
tion, sboald  be  brought  fsirly  before  the  poUie. 
With  a  view  to  obuin  this  iofonnation,  he  ofierej 
the  following  resolotion : 

Setohed,  That  the  Prerident  of  the  United  State* 
be  requested  to  lay  before  die  House  of  Kepresontativea 
all  the  inftnnatien  which  may  at  any  tinw  fiom  Aa 
cstabHriunent  of  the  pfwcot  Federal  Government  to 
tbe  present  time,  have  bean  fbrwaided  to  any  de- 
partment of  tbe  QoTemment,  touching  a  combinatioa 
betwven  the  agents  of  any  foreign  Oovemment  and 
dtitens  of  the  United  States,  for  dismembering  tha 
Union,  or  going  to  show  that  any  officer  of  the  Uni* 
ted  Sutee  has  at  any  time  corruptly  received  moaey 
from  any  foreign  Government  or  its  agents;  dtsttn- 
gnishing  as  &r  as  possible  tbe  period  sit  which  sndk 
informaUon  has  been  forwarded,  and  by  whom. 

Mr.  Rakdolpb  seconded  this  motion. 

After  a  few  objections  to  this  resolution  Iroia 
Mr.  QuiNCT,  on  account  of  its  being  too  compre- 
bensive,  not  giving  the  President  power  to  with- 
hold coofideotial  correspondence,  tfaequestion  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  taken  by  yeas  and  nmy^ 
and  carried  unanimously,  every  member  pres•B^ 
to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  twenty,  voting 
in  the  affirmative— as  follows: 

£vaa  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  AHon,  WiBis  AletOB, 
junior^  Esekiel  Bacon,  Darid  Bud,  Josanh  Bartocir, 
BurweU  Baawtt,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blacks 
ledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Browa, 
WOliun  A.  Barwell,  WUliam  Butler,  Jose|di  Calhoua, 
George  W.  Campbdl,  John  GamplieU,  Peter  Cariton, 
Epa|]hroditus  Champion,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Matthew  Cfay,  Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  Jamee  Elliot,  WU-. 
liam  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jameo 
Fisk,  Mothack  Frankhn,  Barent  Gardenier,  Francis 
Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborougb, 
Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jofcn  Hanis,  John 
Heister,  William  Helms,  WUliam  Hoge,  James  H«|- 
land,  David  HotaBes,  Benjaasin  Howud,  Reuben  Httm- 
phreys,  Daniel  Ilslay,  Bebert  JobUm,  BMutd  M.  John* 
sM.  Wste  Jones,  James  Ksllr,  Thomas  KcMn,  WU. 
liam  KiApsfcWh,  Mshsnish  IbOgbl,  iflH  La4b««^ 
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3amjk  h&miMr  jam.,  Bdmrd  St.  bo*  Liveram*,  Bdwurd 
Uo^  John  LovA,  Matttiw  Lyon,  NatbntiaJ  MaeoDt 
Bohevt  MaiiOB,  Joaiah  MasUn,  WtUiun  McCreety, 
Wiliiasi  Milsor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  Nichalafl  R* 
lloom,  Tboous  Moon,  Jemaiafa  Monow,  John  Mor- 
row, Jonathan  O.  Mowly,  Gurdon  S.  Muiu£>rd,  Rog- 
or  Neboa,  Tbontai  Pf  ewbold,  Thomai  Newtoa,  Wilaon 
C.  Ntcholaa,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Portert  John 
Pugfa.  Josah  Qutnc^,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylrania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Jacob  Rich- 
aida,  Mattbiaa  Ricbards,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan, 
John  Rnsaell,  Ebenexer  SeavGr,  Jamea  Sloan,  Dennis 
Sfenelt,  John  Smilie,  Jcdediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Smith,  Henij  eoutbavd,  Richaid  Stanford,  Wil- 
Sam  Btedman,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Stui^s,  Peter 
Swait,  Samuel  Ta^art,  John  Taylor,  John  Thnmpaon, 
Abnm  l^igg,  Ctoorge  M.  Ttonp,  Jabez  Upham,  Jamee 
L  Van  Allen,  Nidiolaa  Tan  I>yke,  Archibald  Van 
Bene»  KUKan  K.  Tan  Rttuaslaer,  Daniel  C.  Ter- 
piBMk.  JeMe  Whartan,  Robert  WhilehUI,  iMae  WO- 
bear,  Mamadiike  Willianu,  Alexander  Wihwn,  Rioh- 
wi  Wbb,  and  James  WitheieQ. 

Mr.  Rowan  said  that  although  •  dceiaion  «n 
his  icsotution  bad  been  ehided,  out  of  respect  for 
ike  Bpiaiooa  of  geDUenen  who  objected  to  par- 
ikular  paru  of  it,  he  had  Modified  it,  and  offmd 
it  aa  foUows: 

Jtmahedt  That  a  special  eomiotttee  be  appoisted  to 
inqaire  inta  the  condact  of  Brigadier  Oeneial  WtBun- 
mm,  im  labtioD  to  hia  haviag  at  any  time  whilst  in 
the  aerriee  of  the  United  States,  either  as  a  otvtt  or 
mBitaty  officer,  been  a  penstoner  of  the  Gofemment  of 
^lain,  or  corraplly  receiTed  money  from  that  Govena- 
meat,  or  iu  agents ;  and  that  the  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  such  persons  and  papers  as  may  be 
neceseary  to  assist  their  inquiries ;  and  thst  they  re- 
port the  result  to  this  House,  to  enable  this  House  ttie 
better  to  legislate  on  subjects  of  the  common  weal, 
and  ofur  forego  relations,  and  paitienlaily  our  rdation 
widi  i^Mfn,  as  wdl  as  on  the  sub|eot  of  the  increase 
11m  Army  of  the  United  States  and  its  regolations. 

A  motion  to  consider  this  resolutitm  was  oega- 
tired— 60  to  4fi. 

Mr.  H0U.AND  moved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  wait  upon  the  President  with  the  reso- 
lotioDs  this  day  adopted. 

Mr.  Love  moved  that  the  erideoce  or  informa- 
cioo  laid  before  the  Hoase  relative  to  the  conduct 
of  General  Wilkinson  be  transmitted  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  an  adjournment. — neg- 
atived— ayes  47.  nays  57. 

The  House  agreeing  to  consider  Mr.  Love's 
motion,  ayes  67. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowan,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Ramdolpb,  the  words  "copies  of"  papers,  &c. 
wen  inserted;  and  ibe  resolution  for  transmit- 
ting  eopies  of  the  papers  was  agreed  to  without  a 
AvuioD. 

The  motion  for  appointing  a  committee  to  wait 
cn  the  Prerident  witn  these  resolutions  and  copies, 
WH  agreed  to  wltbout  a  divisioD.  Mnara.  Ran- 
DOLTH  and  Eppeb  were  appointed  the  committee. 


Tboksdat,  January  14. 
Mr.  Vair  HoBif,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
tenth  of  November  last,  a  petition  of  nmdry  io- 


habitanfa  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  (he  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  re^torted  a  bill  for  incorporating 
a  company  for  ojiraiog  the  canal  in  the  City  at 
Wafftington ;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments propooed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  supple- 
mental to  an  act  entiile'd  "An  act  regulating  the 
grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the  disposal  of 
the  lands  of  the  United  States  soath  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee:"  Whereopon, 

Resolved^  That  this  Hoose  doth  agree  to  tbe 
said  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend- 
ments proposed  by  tbe  Senate  to  the  bilh  enii- 
titled  "An  act  cootinuiagin  force,  for  a  further 
time,  the  first  section  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act 
further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of 
the  United  Stales  against  t^e  Barbary  Powers:" 
Whereupon, 

Retolved,  That  thii  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  amendments. 

Mi.  PoixDnxrnn,  flvm  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  mxth  tnstaat,  a  petittos  mT 
Alexander  Bailie,  late  Collector  of  the  Cnstomi 
for  the  District  of  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Kiilie ;  which  waa  read  twice  and  dora- 
mitted  toe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wedne*> 
day  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  sent  from 
this  House,  entitled  '*An  act  to  cootinae  in  fmrei^ 
for  a  limited  tine,  an  act.  entitled  *Ae  act  con- 
tinuing, for  a  limited  time,  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  Qovernment  therein  mentioned,"  with 
an  amradment;  to  which  they  desire  tbe  eoneor* 
renee  of  Ihia  Hoase. 

The  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  00  the  bHl  makinff  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Qovernment,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  eight.  Tbe  bill  was 
reported  with  several  amendments  thereto }  which 
were  severally  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
Hoase. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  on 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanfobd, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill 
to  this  Hou.<ie  fixing  and  allowing  to  each  clerh  in 
the  several  Departments,  and  in  tbe  General  Post 
Office,  adequate  and  suitable  salaries,  according 
to  their  services  respectively. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson, 

"  That  the  House  do  now  resdlve  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  report,  in  part, 
made  the  second  ultimo,  by  the  committee  a[>- 

Sol n ted  on  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
ent  of  the  United  States,  of  the  twenty-seventh 
of  October  last,  as  relates  to  tbe  Military  and 
Naval  Establishments:" 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereupon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  MoHROW  said  he  had  been  instructed  by 
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the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio  to  make  ap- 
plicatioQ  to  the  Geoerat  GovernmeDt  for  the  ob- 
jects included  in  the  following. resolutions;  as  he 
meant  to  more  for  their  reference  to  a  Gooiaiit- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  it  was  unnecessary  to  offer 
«Dy  argument  on  them : 

Reaohed,  That  the  Pnstdeat  of  the  United  8tattti 
be  authorised  to  loan  to  the'State  of  Ohio,  for  the  term 
of  Beven  yean,  wven  thousand  stand  of  anns,  for  the 
punoM  of  anning  in  put  the  militia  of  tbeaaid  State; 
wider  Mich  reatricUoui  uid  regnletiona  ae  to  safe  keep- 
ing and  re-delivery  as  the  President  may  prescribe. 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
authorized  to  loan  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  term  of 
seven  years,  twenty  pieces  of  field  artillery,  with  car- 
riages complete,  for  the  use  of  the  artillery  companies 
of  militia  in  the  said  State ;  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  to  safe  keeping  and  re-deKvery  as  the 
President  may  prescribe. 

The  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

THE  MINT. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
onihe  bill  for  continuing  the  Mint  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  and 

Mr.  Alston  said,  baring  been  the  chairman 
who  reported  the  bill,  although  hostile  to  the 
Mint  Establishment  altogether,  he  moved  to  fill 
the  blask  for  its  continuance  with  fire  years. 

Mr.  Dawson  suggested  that  the  present  lai^ 
eoQiinned  the  Mint  till  4th  Much,  1809,  and 
wished  (be  Committee  to  rise,  that  they  might  be 
refused  leave  to  &it  again.  . 

After  some  eonreraation  oa  the  constraction  of 
the  former  law,  and  a  motion  being  made  to  fill 
vp  the  blank  with  a  tpeaific  time  from  which  the 
contiauaiKe  for  five  years  should  take  date. 

After  considerable  and  desultory  conversation 
ton  a  moctOD  for  the  Committee  to  rise,  and  ask 
Uare  to  ait  agaio,  it  was  carried— 46  to  40. 

Fridat,  January  15. 

Mr.  Parke,  from  the  committee  appointed  od 
the  thirteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  extending 
the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana  Territory; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  PoRTBK  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-third  of  December  last,  presented  a 
bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt;"  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ed?rard  Weld  and  Samuel  Beebee }  which  wai 
read  twice  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  OQ  Monday  next. 

Ur.  Rahdolfh,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  Uaited  States 
with  two  resolutions  nassed  on  Wednesday  last, 
ti^ther  with  certain  oocuments  laid  on  the  table 
of  this  House,  reported  that  they  had  obeyed  the 
order  of  the  House,  and  had  received  for  an- 
ivei  from  the  PresMeot  that,  in  ^elaUon  to  the 
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first  resolution,  he  would  send  aa  answer  to  the 

House  in  writing;  and,  in  relation  to  the  second, 
that  he  Would  give  to  the  House  such  informatioit 
not  improper  to  be  disclosed,  as  comes  within  the 
scope  of  that  resolution,  and  which  might  be  in 
possession  of  the  Executive  department. 

Mr.  DAwaoN;  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
for  procuring  a  formidable  tram  of  field  artillery 
for  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  j  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

SALARIES  OP  OFFICERS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  ccmtinuiDg.  for  limited 
time,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  a  Qoreraoienc 
therein  mentioned:" 

The  amendments  were  to  strike  ont  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  lines  of  the  engrossed  bilL  the 
words,  "  continue  in  force  for  the  term  of  three 
yearn,  and  to  the  end  of  -the  iiext  session  of  Coo- 

f|ress  thereafter,  and  ao  loacer("  and  to  insert,  ia 
leu  thereof,  the  words  "hereby  is  made  perpetual ;" 
also,  to  strilce  oitt  the  words  ''for  a  limited  time," 
in  the  first  line  of  the  title  of  the  said  bill: 

On  concurring  with  this  ameodmeut  some  de- 
bate arose. 

Mr.  Qardmer  thought  the  salaries  too  high  ; 
but  he  was  wilting  tu  make  them  permanent, 
in  order  to  prevent  them  from  being  raised  still 
hiffher. 

Mr.  Dana  thought  it  would  be  well  to  render 
the  salaries  permanent,  but  he  conceived  they  were 
not  at  present  duly  proportioned.  The  subject 
required  more  attention  than  had  been  bestowed 
upon  it.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  render- 
ing the  present  aqt  permanent  without  farther 
consideration. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  relied,  that  when  the  act  wu 
passed  iD_  1804,  it  received  all  the  attention  aad 
lorestigation  that  was  wished  by  any  gentleman. 

Mr.  Ltom  was -against  rendering  the  act  per- 
petual. He  wished  always  to  keep  the  subject  ia 
the  power  of  the  House.  He  hoped  the  Republi- 
can majority  would  not  do  that  which  the  party 
exclaimed  aeaiost  wbeu  there  was  a  Federal  ma- 
jority in  the  House.  For  himself,  he  had  always 
been  eonsi»teot  in  his  seotimeots  on  the  subject 
of  salaries;  and  he  hoped  the  Republicans  would 
all  be  consistent  in  their  conduct.  When  a  ma- 
jority, he  hoped  they  would  not  do  that  which, 
when  in  a  minority,  they  reprobated. 

Mr.  Desha  also  opposed  the  amendment.  The 
House  oaght  to  keep  the  power  in  their  hands. 
From  his  legislative  experience,  he  had  found  it 
much  easier  to  raise  than  to  diminish  salaries, 

Mr.  Sloah  said  the  House  ought  always  to 
keep  in  their  reach  all  grants  of  salaries.  He 
would  not  for  himself  depart  from  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  the  true  ground-work  of  Republican 
principles. 

Mr.  Taylor  advocated  the  amendment  From 
the  repeated  continuance  of  these  salaries,  ao  ac« 
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jrancAt  might  be  drawn  in  tutor  of  renderio; 
uwiB  penmn«t  It  w«b  aristocracir  to  give  tow 
Mltrin ;  for  in  that  ease  you  drire  from  office 
all  men  of  talents  who  are  not  {xissessed  of  ample 
fbrtnoes. 

Mr.  Shilii  supported  the  amendment.  He  did 
BOt  wish  the  sobject  discussed  eTerr  three  years, 
for  neither  party  gained  mach  credit  bf  it.  The 
party  tn  the  minority  bad  always  opposed  raising 
or  eoDtinaing  the  salaries,  because  their  friends 
were  not  to  hare  them.  This  was  the  true  secret 
of  the  bosinesa,  and  it  reflected  no  credit  upon 
ei^er  party. 

Mr.  Chitteiimn  opposed  the  amendment.  He 
briieved  tha  former  salaries  were  sufficient  to 
comnaDd  the  re^isite  talents.  There  seemed  to 
he  no  diffically  in  finding  men  to  accept  public 
nfieaa. 

Ifr*  Ltoh  afwhe  once  more  against  the  amend- 
ment. It  is  said  that  we  can  lower  the  salaries,  if 
Bcceasary  ;  meaning  by  we,  the  Senate  and  Presi- 
dent ako.  Mr.  L,  did  not  wish  to  extend  the  co- 
aarlneiahip.  He  wanted  to  say  we,  the  House  of 
Kepreseataiirea.  He  feared  the  time  woald  come 
whw  Uiey  mast  lower  the  salaries,  becanse  they 
wottld  not  be  able  to  pay  them.  Now  the  Repnb- 
Kcaas  were  a  majority,  heheped  the  House  would 
not  gire  np  the  parse-strings  of  the  nation  to  the 
other  branches. 

Mr.  Taylob  thought  the  salaries  of  1709,  pass* 
«d  in  tha  time  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administraiion,  was 
not  the  aUl-stone  which  bung  round  their  necks, 
ihr  «8  soon  at  we  eaow  into  power  we  took  up  the 
saaie  cross,  and  hare  home  it  upon  onr  shoulders. 
We  eoaiinned  the  act,  and,  as  Mr.  T.  thoi^t, 
vmAi  to  Mdn  it  peipetuaL 

Mr.  IIoLi.*iiir  had  always  eonceired  the  sala- 
liaa  oagbt  to  be  permanent.  It  wduld  save  mach 
oaneceesary  timespeatin  debate  trpon  what  might 
be  called  spUiting  of  hairs.  It  made  but  the  dif- 
fierence  of  three  or  four  thousand  doltars.  No 
man  bad  compUined  since  the  remoral  of  the 
QoTcmment  to  Washington  Citythat  the  salaries 
were  too  high. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  cot  the  words  "made 
perpetual,"  and  inert  "is  continned  in  force  un- 
til repealed." 

Mr.  Gabohsb  wished  to  know  the  difference 
between  the  words  to  be  stricken  out  and  those  to 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  BiBB'e  motion  was  lost  without  a  dirision. 

The  question  was  then  talien  on  coDcurring  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  aod  lost— yeas  86,. 
nays  8^  as  follows : 

TsAS-— Willia  Abtw,  jr.,  David  Bard,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Gw^e  W.  Campbell,  Ep^^roditas  Champioa, 
Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Colts,  Jamss  Elliot,  WQIiui 
Findlej,  Francis  Gardnor,  Isaiah  h.  Onaa,  William 
Hehns,  James  BoUand.  Walter  Jones,  WiUiam  Me- 
Cieny,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas 
NewMd,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  Dennis  Smelt, 
J<Ao  Smilie,  Jededtah  K.  Smith,  John  Taylor,  Daniel 
C.  TerfdandE,  and  Jesse  Wharton. 

Nin — Eran  Alexander,  Lemael  J.  Alston,  Eze- 
Uel  Bacon,  Joseph  Barker,  Barwell  Bassett,  Thomas 
Btoanl,  Kobcst  Brown,  WiUam  A.  Borwril,  Wffliim 
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Batler,  Josei^  CaJboan,  Jebn  Cant|A>eII,  Peter  Carl- 
ton, John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Samad  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jon.,  John  Daw- 
s«i,  Jomah  Oeane,  Joseph  Desha,  Zfmiel  M.  Darell, 
William  Ely,  Meshaek  PranUin,  Baient  Gardenier, 
James  M.  Ganutt,  Charles  GoUsbOToneh,  Edwin  Gra^, 
John  Harris,  John  Heisler,  William  Hoga,  Beniamm 
Howard,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Robert  Jenkins,  Jsnea  Keify, 
niilip  B.  Key,  WiUiam  Kirkpatti^  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Mar- 
ion, Josiah  Masters,  William  Milnor,  Daiuel  MonU 
gomery,  jun.,  John  Morrow,  Jona^ian  O.  Mosely, 
Gordon  B.  Mamford,  John  Pugh,  Jogiah  Qaincy,  Jolm 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Sam* 
uel  Biker,  John  Howan,  John  Russtdl,  James  Sloan, 
Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Hemy  Southard,  Richard 
StanHndt  WilHsm  Stedman,  Clement  Stwar,  Levris  B. 
Starges,  Pster  Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Ateam  Trifg, 
George  M.  Troup,  Jabex  Ui^sm,  James  I.  Van  Alleay 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Ambibald  Van  Home,  KtUtn 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Whitahill.  Isaac  Wilbonr, 
Mannadake  Wilhams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Riehaid 
Wynn,  and  James  Witbarell. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbbtt,  the  House  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resohittona 
submitted  by  him  some  daya  ago  relative  to  tha 
contractors. 

The  first  resolation  being  nnder  eonsiderfttieni, 

as  follows : 

Rtwhed,  Hut  pnivisttm  mght  to  be  mads  by  law  to 
prohibit  the  officers  of  Govemment  from  mskmg  any 
contract,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  wHh  any  pai^ 
stm  being  a  mamber  of  either  House  i/t  Congress^  or 
with  any  other  pexaon  for  his  or  ^ir  use. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said,  he  presumed  that  this  pro- 
position possessed  sufficient  intrinsic  merit  not  to 
require  the  aid  of  extensive  talents  or  laborious  ex- 
ertions of  any  gentleman  to.  advocate  it.  He  as- 
sumed it  as  an  aziomj  that  Amdamental  princi- 
ples must  rest  for  their  security  on  the  purity  of 
the  Representatire  body.  He  should  howerer, 
trust  the  support  of  this  measure  to  its  own  im- 
portance. 

The  resolution  was  carried—^  to  15. 

The  second  resolntioo  being  and«  eoosiden- 
tioo,a8  follows: 

Rcwlved,  That  eveiy  sontraet  heree  fter  ta  be  made  an 
the  part  of  the  Govemment  of  the  United  States,  shall 
contain  a  clause  or  condition  to  render  the  eontraiet  ah* 
■olutely  void,  if  the  contractor  should  be  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress. 

Mr.  RowAB  ohjected  to  its  passage,  inaamneh 
as  it  was  adding  a  qualification  to  Representa* 
trre^  which  Congress  had  no  right  to  do,  and  as 
it  might  operate  as  an  exfottfako  law,  Taonling 
contracts  already  made. 

Mr.  CBaNi»LBB  objected  to  it,  as  it  might  bare 
a  tendeney^  to  preVent  the  fhlfitment  of  cootraeta. 
A  man  might  have  made  a  contract,  receirad  a 
sum  of  money  on  accoant  of  it,  and,  by  being 
elected  a  member  of  Congress,  could  evade  the 
Mfiliumt  of4is  ewttractt  op  might  he  deprived 
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of  to  adfanttfeoat  ooo«wt  by  being  deeted  a 
member  without  bU  oonsenu 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  wished  to  see  no  ^tle- 
mcB  coBtrKctors  <ra  this  floor.  Tkii  resolutioB 
only  went  lo  aiect  oontraeia  bmafter  to  be  made. 
Aluongh  DO  member  of  tbis  or  any  future  Cod- 
grees  might  be  affected  by  existed  coDtrae»,  he 
wiahed  to  do  aw«y  every  inducemeDt  whaterer, 
^tfaer  to  increase  salaries  or  remunerate  officers. 
As  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  adopting  tbij: 
measare,  a  moment's  reflection  would  «iow  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  add  a  qualification  to  a 
member  of  Congress.  If  a  man  holding  a  con- 
tract became  a  member  of  Congress,  it  was  iotend- 
ed  that  his  contract  should  ihefeafter  cease. 

Mr.  Ket.— SupposeacontractmadewithapeF' 
son  ntrt  a  member ;  if  this  person  becomea  a  mem- 
ber, bis  contract  is  absolutely  roid.  It  would 
operate  as  an  ettcouragement  for  violaling  eoB- 
ttacts.  Every  person  hmding  a  ceotraet  on  which 
he  bad  reeeived  adraace  or  which  he  did  not  tike, 
might,  by  being  elected  a  member,  raeate  bis  6ob- 
traet ;  which  could  not  be  intesded  by  th«  honor- 
able mover  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Bassitt  said,  he  was  more  sensible  now 
than  heretofore  of  an  embarrassment,  in  speakiog 
on  a  aabjeot  of  ao'mnoh  iraportanee,  proeeedtoff 
from  his  oaviDg  been  so  linle  fn  the  uMt  of  ma- 
Aressin^  a  public  body,  which- prennted  him  from 
expressing  with  ease  those  sentiments  Which  oc- 
curred to  liim.  He  did  feel,  however,  that  there 
wa?  not  a  principle  contained  in  these  resolaiions 
which  was  not  perfectly  consonant  with  the  Con- 
stitution— aot  a  position  which  did  not  bear  prop- 
nly  on  the  subjeer.  Mr.  B.  refenyd  to  tbb  clause 
in  the  Constitution:  "No  Senator  or  Represeota- 

*  live  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  be  was 
'  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  under  the 
'  authority  of  (be  United  Sutes,  which  shall  have 
'been  created,  or  the  emotum^nts  whereof  shall 
'  have  been  increased  during  such  time;  and  no 
'  person  holding  any  oflSee  under  tbeUoibed  States 
'  shall  be  a  member  of  either  House  during  his 

*  eoDlinuanee  in  office.**  He  feared  that  even  in 
.TMding  this  clause,  he  could  net  be  heard  by  every 
gentleman ;  but,  it  surely  was  not  necessary  to 
tell  gentlemen  that  k  wasa  fandamemal  principle 
that  no  man  should  have  a  vote  in  creating  any 

fE%  in  which  he  would  be  interested.  What  was 
case  io  making  contracts  ?  Did  tbey  not  vote 
almost  daily  large  snms  for  eontraets,  and  might 
they  not  become  participators  to  their  profits  t 
And  if  this  had  not  been  the  case  heretofore,  how 
had  they  been  restrained  ?  by  the  disposition  of 
the  officers  of  Qovernraent  not  to  make  contracts 
with  members,  and  by  the  conviction  of  tbe  mem- 
btfrs  themselves,  that  it  wovld  be  contrary  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution.  If  this  conviction  did 
not  ndat,  the  largest  contractors  in  the  nation 
would  be  found  in  this  House.  If  it  were  only  to 
fiiard  against  this  pusciple  of  fitvoritism,  be 
Aottld  perhaps  have  supported  the  proposed  roea> 
am* ;  but  there  vaa  a  Conaiitational  gromd  on 
which  be  wished  to  aet  The  Constitution  had 
deetered  that  the  Representatirea  of  the  people 
•hndd  bepuie.  Was  lfa«n  net  a  door  open  here 
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for  undue  influence  by  permitjiioy  a  person  t< 
come  here  and  vote  for  a  contract,  and  go  to  the 
public  offices,  aad  immediately  beeome  parties  tc 
the  same  contract  ?  He  thought  there  was,  and 
this  he  wished  to  guard  against.  He  was  not  sur- 
prised at  objections  made  to  any  general  proposi- 
tion i  human  aature-  was  so  prone  to  difi#r  oa 
geqeral  topiei,  that  he  euppoaed  Mittema  nughi 
difier  with  him  in  oplaion.  But  nir  this  he  shoulii 
hare  been  much  surprised  at  the  objeeliea  nadi 
by  the  genllemaD  from  Maryland ;  for  be,  beiag  a 
professional  iBan,muBl  know  that  money  advanced 
on  a  contract  Could  be  recovered  by  iawoa  i 
breach  of  that  covenant  {  and  swrely  it  was  io  th< 
power  of  the  Legiilatare  to  annex  any  ctrnditioil 
to  contracts.  The  objection  taken  by  the  sentU- 
man  from  Massachusetts  would  have  wwgnt  if  i( 
were  correct  on  principle ;  it  could  be  remedicii 
by  making  it  necessary  for  a  cootractor  to  accepi 
the  office  before  his  coBtract  would  be  void.  Mr. 
B.  had  no  idea  of  a  man's  having  an  office  forced 
upon  him,  to  his  prejudice  or  injary.  He  ihoughi 
it  better  to  let  the  propositions  suod  i^n  tlH 
broadest  possible  basis;. and  when  the  bill  waj 
brought  forward,  if  objectionable,  it  could  ht 
aioMaded.  He  was  willing  to  admit  any  modifi- 
cation }  but  hoped  geotwrnen  wonhl  be  content  to 
take  the  sense  of  t^  House  on  the  geoecal  princi< 
pie,  and  see  whether  tbe  ConstiiutiOB  would  beni 
them  out  in  running  this  parallel,  for  paialM  he 
might  be  permitted  to  call  it;  as  the  sane  priaei* 
pte  which  prevented  a  man  from  wKing  for  ttu 
establishment  of  an  office  which  he  might  obtain 
would  preveata  man  from  voting  for  contraotau 
which  he  partteiraied;  and  iCth^Constiuition  pro 
hibited  public  officers  from  having  a  seat  on  tbii 
floor,  the  same  principle  wonld  apply  toDontrac- 
tors.  Had  not  a  contractor  the  same  liens  on  bii 
mind,  as  if  be  received  nuney  as  a  puUto  officer  1 
He  believed  when  they  saw  tbe  practice  of  ttu 
country  so  strongly  caforeing  this  princii^e ;  whoB 
they  saw  the  public  officers  refrainiag  ftom  male 
ing  oontmcis  with  members  «f  Ce^^rosa,  nod 
members  refusing  to  accept  of  the*  from  a  eon- 
vidian  of  its  impropriety,  it  weobt  not  need  wgu- 
meat  or  eloquence  to  show  that  they  ^ould  pro 
vide  by  law  against  the  possibility  of  a  contcar^ 
practice  taking  place. 

Messrs.  Southabd  and  W.  Alston  suggested 
the  propriety  of  altering  the  pbraseoloey  of  tb* 
resolution;  for  as  it  stovd  at  present,  ita  persor 
were  employed  to  build  a  ship,  and  he  should  be 
etecled  a  member  of  this  House  without  hit 
knowledge,  the  contract  Was  void,  and  the  public 
business  would  be  arrested,  and  tbe  man  might  ht 
rained.  The  same  might  be  said  of  contracts  foi 
eairying  the  mail  of  the  Uoited  States.  tSnpposc 
a  person  contracting  to  carry  the  mail  from  the 
City  of  Waahincton  to  New  Orleans,  were  to  tx 
elected  a  member  of  this  House,  the  leontrad 
would  be  void,  and  tbe  mail  totally  airested.— 
When  a  man  entered  into  a  contract  wiUi  tli« 
Ihiited  Statea^he  gave  security  for  hiscompliwic« 
with  tbe  conditions  of  the  conuact ;  he  is  eleoted 
a  member  of  Cowresa,  be  has  committed  a  breaoli 
of  eonttact,  awl  he  nod  his  aacunkiea-nwi  waSei 
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a  rerjr  heary  loss.  Om.  the  M%er  htod,  if  a  man 
bad  receired  monejr  iu  advaDce,  h«  might  avail 
himself  of  bis  election  to  a  seat  ia  Congress  to 
Tacate  his  contract. 

Mr.  Shilie  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 
priety of  the  C<miinit(ee'i  'now  tinag,  reporttog 
uMot  to  Uwfirst  leaolBtioa,  and  edtiag  Wave  that 
it  might  he  refwed  to  rit  aaain  on  the  oibers }  as 
Hm  fim  vctelattOD'CBfanwea  the  priaciple,  and  the 
oihen  went  to  detail  wkith  could  be  as  well  ao- 
cemplithed  ia  the  bilL 

Mr.  MaooN  said  the  iotrodaecioo  of  this  pria- 
ple  was  oalf  iateaded  to  gaerd  against  the  erils 
-which  might  arise.  Witiist  they  were  pure  was 
the  time  to  goard  antnst  eo!^u{KteQ.  The  ex- 
ceptions which  bad  been  made  were  merely  ver- 
bal. The  only  gaestion  in  deciding  on  general 
resolutions  of  this  kind  was,  whether  the  subject 
was  worthy  the  attention  of  the  House.  Would 
any  one  say  after  bearing  the  provUioos  of  the 
CoQsU'tuLion  which  had  just  been  read,  that  it  was 
not  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitutiun,  or 
that  it  was  not  imjrartant  that  this  body  should 
be  as  pure  as  puiity  itself  and  therefore  that  ite 
aaembm  ehoaia  have  ao  ooaeem  with  the  public 
■OBcy  t  It  warn  to  be  supposed  that  thoae  offieen 
who  made  eonmcia  im  the  part  of  the  United 
Staie^  woidd  aafl&eientlr  gaai-d  them  front  eva- 
sion; bat  even  gtanti^  ail  that  bad  been  eon- 
leaded  f(»,  whether  was  it  better  that  the  United 
Sutes  shonld  lose  tbe  benefit  of  a  rood  contract, 
or  continue  a  contractor  on  this  floor?  There 
coohl  be  no  hesitation  in  deciding  upon  general 
prineiplee  that  they  should  in  pre^reac*  give  up 
the  eoniraet.  He  thought,  howevef,  that  ibu 
MacJation  need  not  be  adofted,  as  the  firat  eoo- 
laiaed  the  prineiple,  aad  this  would  be  onerely  aa 
iaslntetiea  te  tfae-comnuilae  to  wJbon  the  othar 
was  rc&rred. 

Mr. BAaasTT  moved  that  the  Gomnlttee should 
rise  and  report  assent  to  the  fleet,  with  a  view  of 
Marine  ^>  Iw  diioharged  iroa  the  coasid- 
eimtion  of  Ae  lenainiBf  nawitions. 

After  some  otyeotions  to  tha  detail  of  the  prop- 
ontiaa^  from  MessEs.  Hoixutd  uid  Qdimot,  the 
CraanitCee  rose  and  veported  the  first  resolntion, 
wUoh  was  agreed  to  by  the  House,  and  referred 
to  ft  eomniitee  of  £ve  members  to  uring  ia  a  hill. 

Mr.  Mawroa  moired  for  the  order  of  the  day  oa 
titM  reaori  of  tbe  Commitiee  of  Commeree  aikd 
Manatactmrs  on  the  memorial  of  mevchants  of 
Pbaladelphia,  praying  a  modification  of  the  «m- 
famo  iaw. 

Alt  before  it  was  taken  op,  a  motion  to  that 
cfiaet  heiBg  aoad^  the  House  adjeuned. 


MoHDAT,  Janaary  18. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  making  appropria- 
tioas  for  the  aai^rt  of  QoTemment,  darug  tbe 
year  one  ihoosand  eight  haadrcd  and  right,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Hooae  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  repot  of  the  sdeet  commit- 
ICC  appoinced  to  prepare  and  report  such  smndii^ 
idea  and  ordare  of  proceeding  as  ua  projiar.to  n 
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observed  to  this  Honse ;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  iheir 
agreemeat  to  the  same,  with  several  amendments. 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments, 
and  ordered  that  the  farther  coaaideration  of  the 
repoit  and  ameadmanta  be  pestponed  until  Friday 
next. 


Tdesbat,  January  19. 

Mr.  Boyle  presented  a  petition,  in  tbe  French 
language,  and  a  translation  of  the  same,  from  sun- 
dry  inhabitan  ts  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  whose 
names  are  thereunto  subscribed,  praying  that  fur- 
ther time  may  be  allowed  for  making  entries  of 
claims  to  lands  in  the  said  Territory ;  and  that 
such  piorisioD  may  be  made  as  Congress  in  their 
wisdom  may  deem  proper,  to  craiU  to  all  persons 
within  the  said  Territory,  titles  in  fee  aimple  to 
lands  justly  claimed  by  them,  whether  consisting 
of  one  or  more  parcels ;  and,  also,  that  an  exten- 
sion may  be  made  of  the  lands  in  the  old  settle- 
ment, on  the  river  Dettott,for  the  reamns  therein 
spfcified.— Referred  to  the  Conanittee  on  the  Pub- 
he  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pabkb, 

Awolead,  TbUihe Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  %w 
neziog  to  the  Vincrnnee  district  the  tract  ^couik- 
try  purchased  of  tbe  Piankeshaw  tribe  of  la^ians, 
oa  the  thirtieth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  flrej  aad  that  they  have  lean  lo 
report  by  biUL  or  othnwise. 

Retolvgd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieaey  of  an- 
nexiiBc  tbeiaada  that  lie  on  the  eastern  part  of  tha 
distriet  of  Vineenaca  to  the  JeffinoariUe4urtiiol{ 
and  that  they  hare  leave  to  report  by  bUl,  or  4tb- 
armae. 

Mr.CwTTswasN,  from  tbecftmnitteoaBpoiiMed 
OB  the  third  ultimo,  meaeaied  a  bUl,ia  further  adds- 
tion  to  an  aat,  entitled  "  Aa  act  to  araead  the  Sit- 
dioial  ayatem  of  the  United  Stateaj"  wUob  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  oa  Friday  next. 

The  SraAKBjt  laid  before  theHoaee  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  traauiitting  a  r^ 
port  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the  "  AotregulaUug 
the  currency  of  tbe  foreign  coins  in  the  Unttea 
@ia(» atso^  the  copy  of  a  letter  to  him  from  the 
Director  of  the  Miut }  whieh  were  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  nn  the  biU 
farther  to  prolong  the  eoDtinuanea  of  the  Mint  at 
PhiUdelpfaia. 

.Mr.N|iWToii,from  the  OommittM  of  Commenc 
and  Manuiacturesiprcaenud  a  bill  to  ereet  a  Ufd^ 
house  OB  Point  Jadith»  in  tha  State  of  Rhode  isl- 
and;  which  was  read  twice  and  oommiued. 

NATURALIZATIOir  LAWS. 

Mr.  BunwELL  begged  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  on  the  subject 
of  which  it  was  not  bis  intention  now  to  make  any 
observations  {  it  wae  upon  the  subject  of  the  nat- 
nralintion  laws  of  the  United  States.  Upon  ex- 
amimtten  of  the  Conatitaiion,  it  would  be  fouad 
that  Congtesi  had  now,  since  tbe  1st  of  Hsmuff 
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1808,  full  power  to  act  on  the  aabject,  sad  dispose 
of  it  in  saeh  manoer  a:*  the  pubKe  good  might  re- 
qaire.  It  was  now  in  their  power  to  ezclade  for- 
eigners from  the  country  altogether,  or  admit  them 
under  such  restrictions  as  might  be  deemed  cod- 
sisientwiih  the pabKe interest.  H« therefore ho|>ed 
the  resolution  would  be  agreed  to,  and  give^im 
an  opportunity  of  iDtrodtieing  such  a  hill  as  he 
contemplated,  and  on  which  the  Hoose  might  then 
decide.  The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Raohed,  That  m  committee  be  apptnnted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediow^  of  amending  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  the  14th  of  April,  1603,  entitled  An  act  to  es- 
tablish an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal 
the  sets  heretofore  passed  on  that  sobject." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Bob- 
well,  UuiHOT,  Macon,  G.  W.  Campbell,  Smilie, 
FisK,  and  J.  MoMTGDMERT,  wcre  appointed  the 
committee,  with  leate  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

ARMY  AND  NAV7. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawbom,  ihe  House  vent 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  tfaereMrtof  the 
committee  on  oor  Military  and  Naval  Establisb- 
mente. 

The  first  resolution  contained  in  the  report, 
which  provides  for  iocreasing  the  Army  oi  the 
United  States,  being  under  consideration^ 

Mr.'DAWeoN  said  it  was  not  at  this  lime  mtended 
to  fill  the  blanks  in  the  resolution,  which  would  be 
the  anbjeot  of  the  bill ;  bnt,  as  tne  details  of  such  a 
bill  would  require  considevmhle  time,  be  hoped  tbe 
Committee  would  imofbdiately  agree  to  i»Ba  tbe 
resolotioo. 

Th«  second  resolution,  which  prorides  for  the 
increase  of  the  Marine  corps,  being  under  consid- 
oration. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  the  same  ohserration  would 
vpfky  to  this,  to  which,  if  the  Honse  would  agree, 
he  anonld  not  call  op  the  third,  (for  inereaaio^the 
Nary  of  the  Uniteo  States,)  but  be  woatd  offer  a 
fourth  resolution.  A  law  had  been  passed  for  tbe 
erection  of  a  large  number  of  gunboats,  tbirtjr  of 
which  he  was  informed  were  ready  for  serrice, 
and  no  provision  made  for  a  single  sailor  to  man 
them.  It  was  known  that  the  seamen  in  some  of 
the  Northern  ports  were  moch  discontented  from 
being  ont  of  employ.  In  this  state  of  things,  he 
hopM  no  objection  would  be  made  to  employ  such 
a  number  ofsmen  as  should  be  necessary  for  the 

Jioblic  service.  He  therefore  moved  tbe  follow- 
ng  resolution : 

Raolved,  That  H  is  expedient  to  authorise  die  Pres- 
ident of  ibM  United  States  to  employ  on  board  the  gan- 
boata  sBch  additional  nnmber  of  aeamen,  not  exceeding 
in  his  opinion  the  poUic  Mrvioe  may  reqain. 
These  reM^atlona  being  agreed  to  viihont  de- 
bate, the  Committee  rose  and  reported  them  to  the 
House,  when  tbe  first  was  agreed  to— ayes  66  \  the 
aecond,  without  a  division ;  the  third,  ayes  64 ;  and 
referred  to  tbe  same  committee  who  reported  them, 
to  bring  in  a  bill  or  bilh. 
Leare  was  obtained  for  the  Committee  to  nt 
in  on  the  resolution  relative  to  an  increase  of 
NaTy— ayes  61. 
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THE  MIUTU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Clay,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  lull  more 
effectually  to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
the  militia  of  the  Untied  States. 

Tbe  first  aeetion  being  read,  as  follows : 
"ThataU  dte  niUtia  of  die  United  States,  liable  to 
do  duty,  over'twen^-ooe  and  aiider  ■■■■■  year*  of  age, 
idiaU  b«  deemed  and  bdd  in  requisition,  and  called  die 
junior  class  of  milttia.  And  the  Presideiit  of  the  Una. 
ted  Btates  shall  be,  and  he  her^y  is,  authorized,  on 
the  appeanuice  af  mUional  danger,  to  order  out  the 
■ame,  or  any  part  thereof,  to '  any  p«rt  of  the  United 
States  or  their  tanitories,  for  not  more  than  one  whole 
year  at  any  one  time.  And  wha^souver  a  part  of  the 
said  junior  class  shaUt  by  the  Pre^dent  of  the  United 
States,  be  called  into  actual  aervice,  snch  call  shall  com- 
mence with  those  that  are  lowest  in  number,  as  to  age 
first,  and  so  in  rotation :  Uie  same  ^lall  not  be  com- 
pelled to  do  duty  a  second  time  until  the  whole  of  the 
said  junior  class  shall  have  served  one  tour ;  and  when 
called  into  the  actual  serrice  of  tbe  United  States,  they 
fhall  be  armed  and  equipped  by  die  United  State*. 
Per  this  purpose  two  honored  thonsand  stand  arms 
oMnplete,shaUbedmositediBSW^  f^aoaaaadui  Prasii 
dent  of  the  United  Statea  diatl  direct,  and  wheasaam 
tbe  wlKrfe,  or  any  part  of  Ihs  said  junior  cIhs  of  nili- 
tia.  shall  be  called  into  actual  aervice  by  tbe  United 
States,  and  dull  be  anaed  and  eqnipped  by  the  sanM, 
it  ahall  be  lawfiil,  and  they,  and  each  of  Uiem,  are  haie- 
by  pmnitted  to  retain  the  said  anasand  aoeontrementa^ 
as  their  own  propel^,  any  law  to  the  oontraiy  not- 
withstanding.'^ /  . 

Mr.  M.  Clat  said  it  was  necessary  to  fill  the 
blaok  in  the  first  seotioD,  before  they  proceeded 
any  further,  and  it  was  incumbent  on  tnose  who 
were  friends  to  this  project,  to  stiow,  that  there 
irere  defects  in  the  roihtia  law  as  it  now  atood ; 
and,  if  they  could  prove  to  tbe  Hoose  that  the 
system  ofiered  was  better  than  the  old  one,  he 
piresnmed  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  bill 
under  consideration.  At  all  events  be  wished 
gentlemen  to  take  a  serious  riew  of  the  snbjeet  j 
It  was  a  great  iMiienal  question,  on  which  the 
salvation  of  the  eonatry  deqwnded.  He  vonld 
endeavor  to  bring  forward  the  hest  testhaony  that 
could  be  bad  to  prove  that  the  present  ayaiea  wae 
defective,  and  he  ho^d  he  ahmiM  be  able  to  do  it. 
I  will  commence  with  the  adi^ion  tif  the  Con- 
stitution under  which  we  are  now  acting.  We 
find  that  Presidcat  WAaeni otoh  alwnya  kept  thia 
sDbJect  IB  the  view  of  the  Natioul  Legtswtare. 
This  shows  that  there  was  something  in  nis  opin- 
ion to  do  ]  it  was  not  his  basiaess  to  tell  us  what 
it  was,  but  oars  to  find  ont.  If  genderaen  will 
take  ap  the  Presidential  communications  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Qovernment,  they  will  find 
that  tbe  subject  has  been  uniformly  recommended 
by  each  successive  President  of  the  United  States 
to  the  present  time.  I  state  this  as  a  strong  eri- 
dcnee  that,  in  their  opinion,  a  ehan^  was  wui^ 
ing  somewhere.  Next  to  thia  I  will  eaU  your 
attention  to  the  commtwioatiooa  made  from  the 
State  BzeeotiTes  to  their  Legtalatorcs.  We  find 
also,  that  the  Stale  Legialunrcs,  almotf  every 
year,  and  in  ercry  aeasiaB,  hare  had  the  rabjeek 
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— jgr  their  conatderatioa,  and  tttmed  H  0T«r  io 
one  wy  or  the  oiker.  Ttus  ptvves  tbat  t^re  is 
ID  ibeir  opinioa  soma  deieot.  We  mast  oow 
ranedf  that  defect  if  we  crq  ;  it  behooves  u«  to 
<f»  «o;  and-if  I  shall  be  fortunate  eaoagb  ta  poiot 
OM  the  propriety  aod  modcornmhioff  thisafierar 
tHNL  I  shall  baTtt  dona  ay  daty.  We  viU  go 
Attthtr  baek  thaa  the  adoptioa  of  the  Cooatkar 
tioo ;  we  do  not  recoUeet  (he  whole  body  of  the 
■ilitia  erer  to  have  been  brought  ieto  action  to 
«eh  cffi»ct  as  oar  strength  of  naatbera  woold  have 
warranted,  if  the  militia  ind  been  properly  or^a- 
ised }  tbere  was  a  defect  somcwlMiey  which  shoald 
be  remedied  without  ginaf  elthet  to  one  extreiM 
•r  another.  If  gentlemen  will  tarn  their  eyes  to 
the  bill  on  the  tablcj  tbey  will  find  that  our  pro 
ject  is  to  steer  between  tho  two,  aot  to  haraas  the 
attkia^  but  to  render  than  fit  for  effieieac  service, 
by  taking  only  those  that  can  be  best  spared  from 
homie,  and,  when  in  actual  service,  can  be  most 
idied  OD.  History  itself  furoishes  no  instanoe, 
let  the  mode  of  warAire  be  what  it  might,  whece 
the  wbole  body  of  the  militia  were  ever  called 
iato  aetnal  service,  uid  kept  there  fat  any  length 
of  time  to  advantage.  If  then  was  mtutb  wureh- 
ing  and  Sgfating,  the  old  men  wilb  families  would 
aeon  Sad  the  way  home ;  theqf  eoald  not  be  relied 
on  ibr  a  length  of  time,  I  remmber  vtttn  to 
have  heard  tus  eomplaint  made  before  the  Revo- 
t«tt<mary  war;  when  we  were  at  war  widi  the 
Indians.  Nay,  further,  if  we  go  among  the  sav- 
ages, we  find  that  thejr  do  not  all  turn  out  to  bat- 
tle, and  leave  their  women  and  children  only  be- 
hind ;  tbey  take  neither  old  nor  y«aog  men,  I  mean 
their  lads,  to  battle,  but  such  only  as  may  ba  use- 
fal  in  the  field. 

When  we  recur  to  the  times  of  the  Revolution, 
which  everr  old  gentleman  recollects,  and  every 
yaoog  one  nas  heard  of^  every  one  then  in  service 
wUl  attest  the  faet.  that  wherever  the  body  of  the 
■B&itia  were  called  on  to  march,  <^d  and  yonog 
•qgrdier,  the  old  men  soon  found  their  way  utlo 
^  hospital;  tbey  would  complain  of  old  rbcur 
mtisms,  Ac.;  they  would  often  fatigue  and  breiji 
down  the  yoang  men  bj  imposing  on  tbem  the 
additional  oorden  of  their  knapsacks. 

My  object  is  to  leave  at  home  the  senior  and 
minor  classes  as  much  as  possible ;  nothing  but 
ianerions  necessity  and  immioent  danger  MoaM 
eall  tbeaa  to  the  field,  and  that  wuhio  their  owa 
Seaie,  or  in  the  neighboring  Slate.  I  wish  not  to 
derange  the  state  of  society,  which  most  be  the 
esse  u  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  are  eaUed 
eat  at  once.  During  the  last  war,  we  saw  not 
fields  and  nei^hborboods,  but  whole  States, 
waste  from  beins  deprived  of  their  cultiva- 
tees.  I  wish  to  avoid  tbu  evil;  I  wish  to  leave 
aea  enoagfa  at  btnae  ta  eomvate  the  earth  and 
nbe  caie  of  the  cropi.  Ii  is  well  known  to  gn- 
tlemen  of  the  RevolotioB,  that  while  we  .lay  at 
Valley  Feige,  in  Pansylvania,  at  Middleteook, 
im  New  Jenay,  and  at  other  plaees,  we  were  air 
■oat  ia  a  sute  of  survation,  becsase  alt  handi^ 
meaning  the  whole  body  of  the  militia^  IM  been 
called  out,  and  cnkivation  and  mannfaetirea  ne- 
gleded.  I  have  seen  (and  an  awful  ngbt  it  mi) 
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not  less  than  five  thonsand  men  on  parade  at  » 
time,  in  the  midst  of  winter,  almost  naked,  wittr 
out  shirts  or  shoes;  ofttimes  have  I  seen  them 
msnh  on  the  frozen  grooad  barefoot,  marking 
tbeir  footsteps  with  blood  as  thsy  marched.  At 
the  times  here  ^fcen  aL  the  Army  waa  .reduced 
to  the  awful  aeaassity  of  going  uio  the  adjacent 
country  and  tfaieshing  ont  the  grain  from  the 
straw,  and,  while  thus  eogaeed,  the  poor  aitd 
aloKwt  naked  women,  with  their  helpless  bahea 
crying  round  them,  would  ask,  with  tean  ruBning 
down  their  withered  ebadu^  for  God's  sake  not  to 
take  all,  telling  the  soldien  tlmt  that  was  their 
all,  and  when  thataraa  gone  they  must  starve  j 
that  tbey  bad  no  money,  aor  wherewith  to  gat 
nosey.  Now,  iHcy  object  is  to  avoid  such  aaetEer 
scene — not  only  on  this  account,  but  in  soaw  of 
the  SoHthcra  States  we  have  an  tntefnat  enemy, 
an  eoeny  wttliui  our  own  families.  There  Aould 
always  be  a  .sdfflciettt  force  left  at  home  to  awe 
and  Keep  that  enemy  down.  By  taking  out  the 
junior  class  only,  we  shall  always  have  a  si^ 
eieat  nombcr  left  to  quell  and  keep  down  insuA- 
reetion  at  heme.  We  sb^  presently  shew  thai 
wa  havea  sufficient  numbev  «  y^wg  men  under 
the  age  of  twenty-«z  and  over  twenty-one^  la 
meet  the  enemy  whenever  they  arc  called  on. 
We  hava  three  great  points  of  assault,  New  York, 
Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  and  I  shall  I  trust 
be  able  to  sbow  that  we  have  a  sufficient  nnrnhnr 
of  young  men  of  the  jnoior  class  to  keep  up  a 
cootinBal  fotce,  if  necevary,  to  meet  all  attauEb 
It  behooves  me  now  to  sbow  what,  disposition  I 
intend  to  make  of  the  minor  class — young  men 
under  twenty-one  years  of  au.  It  is  not  uy  ia- 
tentien  that  they  shall  beoaUed  iatoservioe,  exr' 
eept  in  case  of  the  utmost  necessity,  and  then  only 
within  thsir  own  State.  We  find,  from  report 
that  to  be  the  rock  on  which  the  Bmperor  of 
Prance  has  split.  He  takes  bis  men  when  ia 
their  iolaacv,  from  the  age  of  eighteen.  They 
ought  to  be  lim  until  they  are  twanqr-oae,  to  bqr 
in  a  suQoient  stock  of  informadon  to  cany  thew 
into  life.  IM  them  learn  trades  or  attend  to  thur 
studies;  for  we  consider  the  trad^  or  professtM 
which  a  man  leatns  in  his  youth,  whether  m^ 
chsnieal.or  mental,  as  a  fortune;  and  therefore 
we  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  them  until  they  have 
aompleted  their  studies  or  »ade&  except  impaitms 
necessity  should  requice  it.  It'is  neeosuy  tbat 
every  man  should  have  somewhat  from  which  be 
be  mav  reeaive  subsistenee  during  his  passage 
tbrougn  liie.  During  his  miiwrity  be  lays  up 
learning  a  trade  or  profession,  a  principal,  the  in^ 
terest  of  which  supports  him  after  be  attains  the 
age  of  twenty-one.  We  also  well  ktaow  that 
yoang  men  under  twenty-one  oannot  stand  bard^ 
ship  i  the^  may  do  some  service ;  tbey  nay  marob 
about  a  Uttle,  but  their  system  is  not  nuituied; 
Uiey  cannot  undergo  fatigue.  We  also  know  that 
it  wiU  almost  take  two  men  of  ei|^teea  yeara  of 
age,  each,  to  cope  with  oa«  twenty-five  in 
bodily  stroigth. 

We  shall  now  proceed  to  sbow  the  numbers  of 
each  clsfs,  as  nearly  as  tbey  can  be  ascertained 
iron  the  eeuai  of  1800.  We  have  uken  the 
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■mhorit^  of  die  best  at^ucieal  writen  for  tbe 
pnwreMiTC  numben. 

The  eeasBs  of  1800  gave  of  males  horn  twenty- 
six  to  forty-fiv^  433,193.  I  am  not  nrj  partieu- 
lur  a*  to  fraetioos,  thsy  being  of  Uule  coosequcnce. 
The  aUDoat  iacreau  from  1790  to  1800  was  aboat 
thtee  and  one-balf  per  cent.,  which  we'  will  as- 
sume for  the  increase  sinoe  lite  last  eeosiu,  beiog 
aerea  yeara.  Tbb  will  gire  ua  so  iDcrease  since 
1800  of  105,882,  which,  sdded  to  the  number  by 
the  last  eensoB,  makes  538,075.  From  these  de- 
duct, unfit  for  service,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascer- 
tain, 35  or  40,000.  We  bare  taken,  for  the  sake 
.  of  equal  numbers,  38,075;  which  leares  500,000 
men,  who  may  be  relied  on  if  the  danger  should 
be  so  great  as  to  call  for  all  men  over  twenty-six 
«Dd  under  forty-fire. 

By  tbe  eatsos  of  1800,  those  ovet  tweaty-one 
and  under  tweaty-slz,  lirere  bet.ween  190  and 
900,000  men.  To  this  add,  for  tbe  increase  since, 
by  the  rule  just  laid  down,  49,400 ;  which  will 
nake  249,000,  onder  twenty^six  and  over  twenty- 
one.  Deduct  from  this  number  eight  or  9,000,  for 
^  those  unfit  for  serrice.  For  tbe  sake  of  round 
nvmbers  deduct  9,000;  which  will  leare  240,000 
able  men.  We  will  suppose  wanting  at  any  one 
time,  30  or  40,000  at  each  of  the  three  great  points 
I  have  mentioned,  which  would  still  leave  enough 
at  home  to  supply  the  succession  and  deficiencies. 
Out  of  this  class  of  men,  then,  between  twmty- 
one  and  twenty-six,  could  be  called  out  sufficient 
for  serrice,  at  any  oae  time,  from  90  to  100.000, 
and  leave  doable  that  number  still  in  requisition. 
If,  hawerer.  it  should  be  thought  that  340,000 
-would  not  oe  a  sufficient  number,  we  have  only 
to  take  all  under  twenty^eren  instead  of  twcnty- 
ifx.  Those  betwem  twenty-six  and  twenty-eeren, 
added  to  the  othen^  would  form  a  body  of  280,000 
tnen,  without  taking  any  under  tweaiy-one  or 
ever  twenty^eren.  It  is  about  this  time  of  life, 
twenty-^z  or  twenty-seven,  when  a  man  begins 
to  know  mankind;  tber  have  then  sown  tneir 
WiM  oats,  as  we  generally  say ;  they  then  wish  to 
settle  and  see  a  family  ristng  up  before  ihem ;  they 
feel  vigorous,  and  wish  to  show  their  activity  and 
strength,  in  running,  tumbling,  and  wrestling; 
they  think  thetnselres  great  men;  they  wish  to 
travel  and  see  tbe  world ;  they  bare  a  roving  dis^- 
fKwilion.  This  is  the  moment  to  lay  hold  of  them 
and  make  them  good  soldiers.  I  know  w^l  that 
it  will  be  said  by  some  th«t  it  is  an  invidious  dis- 
tinction to  stop  at  twenty-eix  or  twenty-seven. 
Why  may  not  the  same  be  said  of  atopping  at 
f(Mny-6ve  or  beginning  at  eighteen?  It  is  said 
that  this  olassification  will  teu-  np  the  old  militia 

rem.  I  do  not  care  how  soon  it  is  plucked  by 
roots;  we  have  had  enough  of  it.  Why  per- 
sist in  a  system  which  we  cannot  get  along  with? 
What  is  the  consequence?  To  show  what  that 
is,  it  is  only  necessary  to  read  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  Under  an  exertion  of  all  the 
energies  of  .the  enmmaoding  officers,  after  the  in- 
sult of  the  2Sd  of  June  last,  on  the  Chesapeake; 
after  the  Executive  officers  had  exerted  them- 
aelves  to  procure  the  best  informatioa  upon  the 
nbjeet  of  the  militia  held  in  reqauition,  what  ii 
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the  rendl  ?  Tbe  icport  hist  meatiened  will  Aov 
that  you  cannot  rely  wiui  confidence  on  the  mili- 
thi  in  its  present  state ;  nor  can  you  on  vtdanteen. 
The  last  will  do  for  a  moment  at  the  eommenee- 
roeoi  of  a  war.  In  ease  of  invasion  they  wiU  do 
verv  well  for  the  moment.  They  do  not  go  o«t 
with  a  view  ai  iMWhing  their  own  coats,  washing 
their  shirts,  and  to  cook  their  victuals ;  tbey  ex- 
pect to  call  for  ibe  beat  of  everything  at  every 
nouse.  Some  geBtlemeo  rolonteers  went  down 
lately  to  Norfolk  from  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 
They  coaeeived  themselves  on  a  level  with  the 
officers;  it  wcwld  not  do ;  they  came  home  dis- 
sQsted,  and  you  wiU  not  get  them  to  go  ania. 
What  was  the  case  during  the  last  war?  When 
a  large  troop  <^  rolonteers  was  raised  (I  know  the 
filet,  1  bad  a  brother  among  them,  and  can  there- 
fore  speak  of  it)  they  came  prancing  to  Qeaeml 
WASBiiraTOii.  The  old  Genwaladkedtbem  what 
they  eottid  do  9  **Fi|rbt  for  onr  country,"'  said 
they.  "Will  you  go  into  camp  with  the  Army 
and  do  r^lar  dutr?"  They  answered  "Nor 
"Too  bare  my  thanks,  then,  gentlemen,"  said  the 
veteran,  "go  home  again."  This  wasooly  to  make 
a  show,  tbey  intended  nothing  else;  they  may  do 
for  a  moment ;  bat  there  must  be  method  and  reg- 
ularitv  in  our  Army.  It  will  not  do  to  have  a 
large  body  of  men  collected  for  any  purpose  with- 
out it.  And  therefore  it  is,  that  as  the  great  mass 
of  our  militia  now  stand,  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  them.  It  will  not  answer  to  rely  on  rc:^- 
lar  troops.  It  is  easr  enough  to  raise  a  standing 
army,  but  it  is  difficult  to  distuiud  tbem*  We  had 
at  the  close  of  the  last  war  an  awful  ted Imony  oi 
the  truth  of  this.  Nothioff  bat  the  vast  woidit 
of  eharaeter  oi  General  WABBureroM,  who,  de> 
scending  from  his  high  office  of  Commander-in- 
Chief,  mixed  with  them  as  a  brother  soldier,  could 
hare  prerented  them  from  revesting.  Bee  what 
a  clamor  is  now  raised,  and  rumors  afloat  through 
the  country,  about  your  standing  army  of  3,000 
men.  Get  a  man  sufficiently  popular  for  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  a  large  staoding  army,  and 
what  sort  of  government  should  we  soon  naret 
We  may  shudder  even  to  think  of  what  might  be 
the  result.  Look  at  the  contrary  side,  as  now 
proposed  to  regulate  tbe  militia.  Yon  take  them 
from  the  bosom  of  their  families  for  one  year. 
At  the  end  of  that  term  they  will  be  anxious  to 
return  home.  Mutiny  will  not  airest  them.  With 
aridity  they  wilt  return;  a  tear  of  joy  will  bM 
them  welcome. 

Gentlemen  say  the  bill  does  not  give  us  detail 
sufficient.  We  can  fix  all  this  wboi  we  have 
once  passed  upon  the  princii^e.  This  I  repeat  { 
nearly  one  year  has  elapsed  since  the  onir^e 
committed  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  yet  no  return 
of  volunteers  or  militia.  This  goes  to  show  that 
volunteers  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  and  also  Chat 
the  militia  laars  are  defective. 

I  hope  we  have  sbowo  that  we  hare  strong 
reasons  to  suspect  that  the  present  militia  system 
is  not  the  best  that  can  be  devised.  We  have 
riiown  this  from  tbe  best  testimony  in  our  pomr 
from  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  Constitution  to  this  day. 
Frcm  (he  commtinieations  of  the  Prendenk  of  tike 
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United  States  to  CoDgreu,  and  from  Slate  Gor- 
mon  10  tbe  State  L^islatares,  it  oiay  be  seen 
that  the  subject  has  almost  always  been  introduced 
and  recommended  to  the  consideratioD  of  the  Le- 
nslatures.  If  this  is  not  the  best  system  tbat  can 
be  adopted,  I  am  willing  that  any  gentleman 
ihoald  propose  a  better.  Let  us  see  any  other  sys- 
tem, we  will  examiae  it  tfaorouf[hly  and  act  with 
oar  best  judgment  on  it.  This  is  a  time  when 
tbe  whole  United  States  are  in  danger,  and  some 
modification  of  our  present  system  must  be  made. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  war  tbe  militia 
began  to  £gfat  rery  well.  In  Kentucky  tbe  fight- 
ing men  were  nomerons.  After  the  attempt  of 
the  Aimjj  at  tbe  close  of  the  war,  to  turn  Uieir 
arms  asainsi  their  eouotrft  GoTernment  placed 
their  wudien  when  out  of  aerrice  on  the  frontier, 
with  tbe  natives  on  their  bwders,  vritb  whom  we 
were  then  at  war.  Virginia  save  lands,  to  her 
soldiers  which  were  in  tEe  back-gronnd.  Why? 
Beesnae  it  would  not  do  to  fix  these  men  of  seven 
or  eight  yeara  standing  among  tbe  body  of  the 
people.  We  wiU  give  fbem  this  land,  said  the 
officers  of  Government,  and  let  them  go  aod  fight 
the  Indians.  The  reason  was, that  ihey  had  serv- 
ed seven  or  eigbt  years  in  the  regular  army.  This 
fungus,  a  standing  army,  was  applied  on  our  fron- 
tiers as  a  breastwork  and  safeguard,  to  keep  off 
the  savages ;  we  wanted  to  keep  tbem  out  of  the 
waj.  We  could  have  burnt  up  the  Indian  towns 
and  put  an  end  to  the  whole  race  immediately  i 
hat  we  did  not  vish  to  do  it:  we  wished  to  keep 
oar  old  soldiers  fighting  till  they  cooled  off  from 
the  habit  of  inacuvity  acquired  by  service  in  the 
war. 

We  have  endeavored  to  show  that  volunteers 
will  do  but  for  a  moment,  and  that  when  there  is 
nothing  to  do,  and  tbey  can  have  both  male  and 
Cemale  waiting  upon  them.  The]r  cannot  be  relied 
OB  in  war.  They  are  not  the  kind  of  troops  for 
aerviee  when  invaded  by  a  powerful  enemy. — 
Volunteers  may  do  for  sailors  or  marines,  if  they 
choose  to  go  to  sea.  We  hare  endeavored  to 
show  that  dassificatioo  is  the  only  mode  by  which 
they  can  be  relied  on  for  tbe  real  service  of  their 
country ;  that  old  men  are  not  the  best  for  service ; 
that  young  men  under  twenty-one  ought  to  be 
kept  at  home  till  they  get  enough  of  experience 
to  serve  them  through  ufe;  and  that  young  men, 
over  twenty-one  and  uudei  twenty-six,  nave  a 
propensity  to  be  in  action,  to  serve  their  country 
mma  to  acquire  fame. 

Some  ^otlemen  make  objections  to  the  mode 
of  offievriog.  I  have  no  doubu  upon  that  subject ; 
the  thing  will  work  well — this  tbe  Constitution 
lus  reserved  to  the  States  themselves. .  When  offi- 
cecB  are  wanting,  young  men  can  always  be  found 
peculiarly  qualified  to  conduct  their  companioBs 
to  the  fight— young  men  of  high  standing  and 
weight  of  character.  The  soldiers,  having  them- 
aelves  choice  of  their  commander,  will  choose  one 
oat  of  many  candidates,  as  there  always  will  be, 
ia  whom  tney  can  confide.  I  presume,  youag 
ncB  of  first  talents  and  enterprise  will  have  pre- 
fevMce.  Let  them  have  a  man  to  command  thetn 
of  their  own  age.  They  will  say  one  to  th(  other, 
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I  know  this  man ;  I  have  known  bira  from  naf 
youth,  and  can  confide  in  him. 

As  a  reward  for  tbe  services  of  these  young 
men,  after  a  campaign  is  ended,  let  tbem  keep  as 
their  own  property  tbe  arms  with  which  tney 
fought,  which  will  be  handed  down  from  father 
to  son :  "  This  is  tbe  piece  I  fougbt  with."  Let 
it  be  engraven  on  the  barrel,  this  belongs  to  such 
a  one,  he  earned  it  by  serving  his  country  at  such 
a  time.  After  men  have  served  one  year,  suffi* 
Cleat  numbers  will  be  found  to  replace  tbem,  who 
will  be  eoztous  to  see  the  country,  and  travel  ovei 
the  UnioD.  emulous  of  fame;  and.  when  they  have 
served  a  tour  will  long  to  return  to  their  kindred, 
loaded  with  an  honorable  pledge  of  the  service 
done  their  country. 

It  is  certainly  a  desirable  thing  that  the  pbysi- 
cal  strength  of  the  country  should  be  ap|med  ia 
the  most  advantazeous  manner  to  the  protection 
of  the  country.  We  admit  tbat  some  men  iiiarry 
early.  In  this  case  let  tbem  hire  meo  as  stibsu- 
tutes  from  their  own  class.  This  substitute  may 
6erve  out  his  time  and  return.  By  that  time  ano- 
ther young  man  may  have  married,  and  his  sub- 
stitute, being  accustomed  to  service,  may  go  out  a 
second  term.  By  tbe  adoption  of  this  principle  of 
classification  you  get  the  oeat  blood  of  the  country, 
that  which  you  can  rely  upon.  You  will  not  see 
your  hospitals  filled  with  old  men  disabled  by  the 
rheumatism  and  ^out;  nor  will  you  see  children  in 
the  ranks,  trembhog  at  every  leaf  tbat  falls  aronnd 
them,  not  sufficiently  hardened  to  lie  out  upon 
the  ground  covered  with  ice  and  snow.  If  we 
go  on  in  the  same  bungling  manner  as  heretofore, 
we  aball  never  have  an  efficient  militia;  yoa 
will  ananally  receive  the  President's  Message  re- 
commeodiog  the  subject  to  your  consideratioa. 

I  hope  gentlemen  will  think  with  me,  and  not 
'  impute  impure  motives — the  fact  is,  I  have  two 
sons  that  will  (toon  be  twenty-one,  and  I  love  them 
as  much  as  any  man  can,  and  perhaps  can  say 
what  few  can.  The  fiist  property  I  gave  each 
of  them  was  a  gun ;  and  I  have  enjoined  ii  on 
them  in  my  will,  tbat  it  was  given  them  to  de- 
fend tbat  country  which  their  father  had  assisted 
in  delivering  from  bondage.  My  son's  gun  will 
impress  on  bis  mind  that  he  must  ^ht  when  his 
country  calls  for  his  services;  it  is  his  fortune. 

1  hope  geotlemeo  will  take  a  serious  view  of  Uke 
subject — that  every  man  will  lay  bis  shoulder  to 
the  wheel,  and  rise  up  to  the  East  and  West,Soutk 
and  North,  to  prepare  for  tbe  protection  of  bis 
domicil.  Gentlemen  have  said  tbat  this  is  a  new 
project,  that  it  will  create  confusion  now,  when 
tbe  service  of  our  militia  is  moat  wanting.  It  is. 
because  of  tbe  crisis  tbat  I  have  at  this  moment 
brought  tbe  matter  forward.  The  present  sys- 
tem IS  acknowledged  to  be  defective;  we  wish  to 
make  it  as  efficient  as  possible— tbat  our  country- 
men may  know  who  inust  march  at  a  moment's 
warning. 

In  Virginia,  during  the  last  war,  young  men, 
merchants,  lawyers,  and  doctors,  went  out  to  bat- 
tle, staid  two  or  three  weeks,  took  sick  and  went 
home.  As  long  as  every  door  was  open,  the  hand 
of  every  man  giving  them  friendship,  and  caress^ 
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by  eray  woman,  they  stood  their  gpronnd;  but 
wheD  dependence  was  placed  on  them  forserrieel 
Aej  were  off.  I  recollect  a  eireamstanee  of  some 
ftew  militra  jast  come  into  camp  on  the  ere  of  a 
battle.  The  time  of  battle  soon  came ;  these  men 
were  placed  in  froat :  hot  no  sooner  did  the  red- 
coats, as  they  called  the  English,  come  within  one 
baodred  yards,  than  they  threw  down  Ibeir  arms 
and  ran  as  though  their  lires  depended  altogether 
on  their  heels  for  preserratioo.  When  tbey  were 
asked,  where  are  yon  goin^r,  boys  7  Did  yoo  erer 
•ee  the  like  said  they,  we  cannot  stand  them. 
When  the  red-coats  come  now,  it  wilt  be  jnst  the 
aame.  Sabstitates  towards  the  close  of  a  war  be- 
come good  soldiers.  I  know  that  substitutes  are 
objected  to  by  some  gentlemen,  tbey  wish  every 
man  to  aland  m  his  own  place,  alt  to  stand  on  tbe 
tame  footing.  lo  my  humble  opinion  this  would 
ht  bad  policy,  because  all  men  uare  not  tbe  same 
gifts.  Some  cannot  fight  from  religious  princi- 
mes— others  cannot  fight  for  the  want  of  nerve. 
The  bill  has  made  prorisioo  for  such,  if  tbey  can- 
not fight, let  them  furnish  a  substitute.  Weknow 
■11  men  are  not  gifted  alike :  the  strength  of  some 
fiesinooe  way,  and  in  others  another ;  Samson's 
lay  in  his  hair.  Now  on  this  floor,  some  gentle- 
men of  strong  minds,  who  think  a  great  deal,  never 
talk;  while  some  who  talk  incessanily,  appear 
nerer  to  think  at  all.  It  certainly  would  be  a 
great  economising  of  public  time  and  money,  for 
some  to  think  more  and  talk  less.  I  am  not  in 
the  habit  of  public  speaking,  not  being  roecbani- 
eally  bred  to  it ;  I  nerertbeless  offer  my  mite  in 
aai^rt  of  the  proposed  system.  It  is  a  great  pro- 
ject j  and  altfaongh  not  fluent  of  speech,  yet  I  am 
willing  to  be  tested  by  my  rotes  and  actions,  from 
tbe  year  1776,  the  time  I  commenced  my  political 
career,  to  the  present  day ;  and  I  defy  any  uaq  to 
aay  that  I  ever  gaVe  other  than  a  republican  vote. 
Or  did  any  other  than  a  republican  act,  while  act- 
ing as  a  public  man.  I  know  the  word  republican 
is  with  some  a  hackneyed  word ;  but  I  mean  tbe 
true  elective  principles  of  Republican  Govern- 
ment. I  went  young  into  the  Army  myself;  I  was 
never  out  of  it,  after  I  entered  it,  until  the  conclo- 
aion  of  the  war.  I  hare  been  thirty-two  years  in 
ptiblic  life.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  I  am 
entitled  to  claim  a  knowledge  of  mankind. 

Toa  may  exercise  your  militia  from  the  age  of 
eigbteen,  till  they  arrive  at  forty-fire,  and  after 
m  whole  twenty-seven  years  mustering  they  will 
not  know  the  manna  L  My  object  is  not  to  call 
oot  any  man  till  be  he  is  wanted;  and  when  they 
are  wanted,  to  call  them  out,  and  in  one  fortnight 
tbey  will  be  ready  forserTice,and  in  a  month  may 
tike  the  field,  already  soldler^-comparatirety 
apeaking.  There  will  attend  this  system  no  ex- 
pense in  time  of  peace.  I  hare  seen  a  number  of 
projects  for  taking  legions  into  camp  for  six 
months  at  a  time.  The  project  will  not  do. 
When  yoo  take  your  men  to  the  field,  let  them 
Aink  01  nothing  else  but  fiffhting — oot  eren  of 
women.  These  half-way  soldiers,  half  r^olars, 
and  half  militia;  would  be  of  no  account.  They 
would  be  a  heterogeneous  mass,  fit  for  neither  the 
one  thing  nor  the  other.  What  do  we  hear  of  the 
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sailors  at  Boston,  who  eannot  go  to  sea,  on  ac- 
count of  the  embai^?  The  finger  of  Heaven 
pointed  to  an  embargo.  [Here  Mr.  Clat  pointed 
to  the  Potomac  river,  which  was  frozen  over.] 
It  is  mere  pretence.  They  are  now,  we  tmder- 
stand,  assembling  about  the  town  demanding  what 
they  are  to  do ;  we  know  they  are  set  on  by  art- 
ful and  designing  men.  If  these  sailors  are  so  riot- 
ous, what  would  a  standing  army  be  when  dis- 
banded on  accoant  of  peace,  if  set  on  by  attfiil 
men  ?  They  wotUd,  if  able  to  do  it,  orertom  the 
Gtoveromeot. 

I  hope  the  representations  which  I  hare  made 
may  be  taken  notice  of  by  every  gentleman  in 
the  House.  It  does  not  seem  accordant  with  mit 
itary  regulations  to  place  the  father  and  aoa  ia 
the  ranis  together ;  the  son  feels  an  awe  of  hie 
father ;  is  under  restraint  wbSe  he  is  wiUi  him  ; 
old  men  and  yoongdo  not  agree  well  tt^ther; 
their  habits  are  not  congenial.  I  bave  a  great  de- 
sire that  yoong  men  sboald  be  as  much  at  liberty 
as  possible.  Let  them  learn  trades  and  pnrsiw 
their  studies  while  young  men ;  let  tbe  yoong 
man  alone  till  be  is  perfectly  instructed,  other- 
wise yon  will  make  him  jack  at  all  trades,  and 
good  at  none.  At  about  iwenty-six  or  twenty- 
seven  years  of  age  it  is  too  late  in  the  day  to  set 
about  learning  a  trade ;  and  although  we  hare 
f^v  or  no  tradesmen  in  the  part  of  the  conntry 
where  I  lire,  yet  I  wish  to  encourage  our  domes- 
tic manufactures.  The  time  is  near  at  hand 
when  it  will  be  oat  policy  to  foster  and  cherish 
them. 

In  the  last  war,  when  men  were  indiaerimi- 
oately  called  out,  on  their  leaving  their  families, 
yon  might  see  a  man  of  forty  or  fifty  years  of  age, 
with  bis  wife  and  a  train  of  children  and  grand- 
children crying  after  htm ;  at  tbe  same  time  one 
of  his  sons  or  grandsons,  a  lad  of  not  more  than  six- 
teen or  seventeen  years  old,  matching  by  his  side; 
and  at  tbe  time  the  army  was  in  a  state  of  starva- 
tion, because  men  of  all  ages  were  taken  to  the 
field  and  none  left  to  till  tbe  earth.  This,  In  my 
opinion,  was  bad  policy,  none  ooght  to  be  takm 
but  such  only  as  might  have  been  useful  in  the 
field ;  the  remainder  ought  to  hare  been  left  to 
hare  cultivated  the  earth  and  to  have  assisted  ia 
domestic  manufactures,  and  then  yo<u  armies,  ia- 
stead  of  being  naked  and  bunny,  might  bave  been 
well  fed  and  welt  clad.  And  here  the  proposed 
system  is  eertainly  preferable  to  the  old.  I  faarfe 
given  to  the  Honse  the  best  estimate  I  have  been 
able  to  procure.  If  we  fill  the  Uank  with  "over 
twenty-one  and  under  twenty-six"  we  shall  have 
340,000  men.  If  gentlemen  think  that  is  not 
enoueb,  insert  twentr-seren  instead  of  tweoty-«ix, 
and  it  will  give  us  280,000  militia,  after  deduetingf 
a  sufficient  allowance  for  the  number  unfit  for 
service.  I  shonld  suppose  that  280,000  efficient 
militia,  dispersed  through  the  United  States,  are 
at  least  as  many  if  oot  more  than  will  be  neces- 
sary to  hold  in  reqnisition.  I  know  that  aonke 
gentlemen  wish  the  limitation  of  time  to  be  ex- 
tended further;  but  I  wish  to  leave  society  in  as 
undisturbed  a  state  as  possible.  We  find  that  other 
eoontries  wage  war,  and  carry  on  agricoltore  aotl 
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maoa&euires  at  the  same  time.  I  with  to  liq  w 
bere — to  establish  an  efficient  militia  to  so  to  any 
fui  of  the  United  State*.  We  may  eul  out  ihe 
Kiddie  class  280,000  men  to  any  part  of  the 
Baited  Slates,  and  still  leave  the  body  o(  the  eiti- 
sens  ia  a  sitaatioo  lo  carry  on  agriculture,  com- 
■MR^  mmA  nanafiictDfes,  aad  the  mtnor  daas 
Icanii^  their  trades  aad  nuaatng  their  stadiei. 
Yoamg  men  caDDot  think  hard  of  it.  Wheocfer 
tiieir  contTf  c^b  for  their  setTice  they  ought  to 
or  ieare  die  country.  Let  erery  man  stand 
m  the  aiation  to  which  he  is  called  bjr  God  and 
soctetr.  Let  him  attend  to  the  duty  his  country 
xeqatres  of  him,  and  then  return  to  the  bosom  of 
Us  &BBilf  adorned  inch  the  honors  of  a  repnbli- 
«■■,  the  arms  fae  fouifbt  with — not  with  stars  and 
farters,  the  baubles  of  a  court. 

The  true  plan  of  Cincinnacoi  was  to  ^fat  when 
his  coMoiry  called  for  his  services.  I  wish  the 
same  example  to  be  followed  now.  Washixotok 
exhibited  it  as  a  pattern  to  his  country ;  it  is  the 
examine  I  wish  to  follow — it  is  the  one  I  wish 
mv  9om  and  couotrymea  to  follow. 

I  wiU  state  raeroiy  few  the  satisfaction  of  seo- 
tlaaMB,  that,  apeeaMy  to  the  census  of  1900,  then 
w«ra  BBder  the  age  of  tweof  y-«Ms  ud  over  ei^t- 
eea  years  old,  1SK),S08  nalea,  add  to  tha  for  in- 
srcase  ainoe,  29,540,  makes  ...  160,138 
Or«r  aisteen  and  under  e^teeOf  liute 

Dpwardsof-  .....  £0,000 
Ajdd  for  increase  since,  about  20iKK^  it 

makes   100,000 

Add  all  between  sixteen  and  twentT<0De, 

mafctt   250,138 

Then  ay  fit  for  service  only  about      .  £40^000 
Of  those  over  twenty-one  and  oodet  twen- 
ty six,  about      .....  240,000 
Beiwteo  twcnly-eix  ud  forty-Cye,  abaut  500^ 


i,56o;aM 

It  is  not  intended  the  minor  and  senior  classes 
shall  be  called  upon  but  In  case  of  urgent  and  im- 
j^ioos  necesnty. 

I  hose  I  have  said  tnougb  to  brin^  this  subject 
Airly  before  the  Hoase — my  object  is  the  liberty 
•ad  salration  of  the  United  States.  1  consider  it 
llw  best  and  safest  mode  of  defence.  My  soni 
will  share  with  their  neighbors,  they  will  soon  be 
in  theiuAior  class;  let  them  serremtn  their  felkiw- 
■len,  1  wish  them  to  do  so.  I  eould  not  tonoh 
upon  this  subject  without  entering  fully  into  the 
priseiple  of  classificstion.  This  sjrstem  will  fur- 
lush  a  saffieieit  number  for  service,  and  leave 
enough  at  home  to  awe  and  keep  down  insun^o- 
tioo,  and  to  cultivate  the  land.  Those  who  go 
out  to  service  may  receive  arms  from  the  national 
Moines ;  bnt  these  when  received  I  wish  them 
4e  retain  as  their  own.  1  have  reserved  some  ob- 
iTTatioM  which  X  wish  to  make  hereafter,  when 
we  come  to  those  jparU  of  the  bill  where  diey 
tfflf,  I  move  to  aU  tiie  blank  with  taranty-aix ; 
k  will  then  read,  oror  (weaty-one  and  under 
|wcaty-eiz  years  m  age. 

The  Committee  bow  rose,  tad  oblMuad  laave  to 


H.orR. 


WciuiEaDAT,  Jaiwary  20. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  pursaance  of  the  resoloilon  mov- 
ed by  Mr.  VakHorn,  on  the  9th  inatant,  aiatiog 
that  there  are  no  docoments  in  the  Treasury 
showing  the  amoaot  of  tonnage  exclusively  em- 
ployed in  the  ezportaiion  of  articles  the  produce 
or  maoufactare  of  the  Uoited  States  j  and  (hat 
die  tonnage  used  at  present  fur  the  exportation  of 
articles  of  domestic  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture, might,  supposing  each  vessel  to  make  bat 
ope  voyage,  be  estimated  at  about  780,000  toos. 

This  commanication  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  WholiL  to  whom  was  referred  B(r. 
Dana's  resolution  reUtire  to  seamen. 

On  motioQ  of  Mt.  Clay,  the  House  went  into 
a  C<Mamittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  respectiof 
the  Militia,  bnt  a  Message  in  writing  being  re- 
ceived irom  the  President  of  the  United  Siatei^ 
befcnre  any  progress  war  made,  the  Oommittee 
rose  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. ' 

The  Message  from  the  pREeiDiitT  of  tbb 
TED  States  was  then  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  SbuH    SqmamUetwa  o/ihe  UmUdStatet.- 

Some  days  previous  to  your  reeoJotkms  of  the  lUr^ 
teenth  tnatsot,  a  Court  of  Inoniry  had  been  institnted 
St  the  request  of  Oenend  WiSmuoa,  diarged  to  nuke 
iSxe  inquiry  info  his  conduct  which  the  fint  resolution 
desires,  sod  had  commeBced  Iheb  proceedings.  To 
the  Judge  Adrocate  of  that  court,  the  papers  and  in- 
formation on  that  subject,  tnuismitted  to  me  by  the 
House  of  Bepressnts tiTss,  bsTe  been  dehvsred,  to  be 
used  according  to  the  roles  and  powers  of  that  courL 

The  reqneat  of  a  commanication  of  any  inforMtioa 
wbidi  may  have  been  reeelTed  at  any  time  since  the 
estaUishmeDt  of  the  present  Oovarament,  touching 
oombinationB  with  foreign  agents  for  dismembering  tba 
Dnioo,  or  the  coirapt  receipt  of  money  W  any  eflleer 
of  dks  United  States  from  the  agents  of  Foreign  Go<^ 
ammsnts,  can  be  complied  with  bat  in  a  paitisl  degree^ 

It  is  well  understood  Aat,  in  the  ftnter  sectwd  year 
of  the  nesideacy  of  Gtenersl  Washington,  inform  atioe 
was  given  to  htm  relating  to  eotain  eombinatioas 
lh»  agrata  of  a  fcnign  GoTsrainent  for  Oe  dismem- 
bemeotefthe  Union;  whlohcombtDatiMis had  taksK 
flket  Man  Aa  eataUiahment  of  the  pisaent  Federri 
OevanuBMit.  l%is  information,  howenr,  is  beBewd 
nerer  to  have  been  deposited  in  any  pubHe  office,  cr 
left  in  Oat  of  the  Presideat's  Secretary;  these  haviog 
been  duly  ezaaained ;  bot  to  have  been  C(Hiaid«red  as 
personally  confidential,  and  therefore  retained  among 
hia  private  papecs.  A  commanication  from  the  Oov- 
emor  of  Virgima  to  Prendant  Washington,  ia  found  in 
the  office  of  the  President's  8eerets«y,  which,  although 
not  atrictly  within  the  terms  of  the  remeot  of  the  Ibnua 
of  BepresantatiTss,  is  eMnmuntcated,  nusmudi  as  ft 
may  throw  some  light  on  the  solj^acts  at  the  oonae- 
pondenee  of  that  time,  between  oMtain  linngn  m^mltt 
aed  ottiienB  ef  the  United  State*. 

In  the  Arst  or  second  year  of  the  AdwniatratiBn  of 
Preadent  Adama,^Andrew  fiUicott,  then  empleyad 
in  designating,  in  eoajunctiaa  with  the  Spanish'  sa- 
thorities,  the  boandsaes  between  the  Terateaasaf  the 
United  States  end  Spain,  mdst  the  ttutj  with  that 
naftiont  eammanieated  to  Ae  SxeeiUdve  of  the  Unilel 
Stetospapmiaiid-UBAnBatfon  iimiinim  tha  anb|aeti 
ef  a*  foaeat  i^nagr*  whiA  were  dapasited  ia  tba 
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Office  of  State.  Co[ri«t  of  these  are  mm  tranraiitted 
to  the  Houe  of  Repneent*tiv«a,  exeept  of  a  ein^e  let- 
t«i  and  a  referance  from  the  aaid  Andraw  Ellioott, 
which,  being  expreatly  deored  to  be  kept  aeetet,  is 
therefore  not  commQiucated ;  bat  iti  contMta  caa  be 
obt^oadfromhunaelfinamorek^fiinni  and  dire«- 
tioni  hafe  been  giren  to  uunmoD  him  to  appear  as  a 
vitneai  hefiire  the  Court  of  Inquiry. 

A  paper  "on  the  commerca  of  I<oaisiaDa>"  bearing 
date  the  eighteenth  of  April,  one  thooaand  leTen  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight,  is  Iband  in  the  Office  of  State, 
atipposed  to  have  been  commanicated  by  Mr.  Danid 
Clark*  of  New  Orleaos,  then  a  subject  of  Spain,  and 
now  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  stating  certain  commerdal  tranaactiona  of  Gen* 
end  WiDdnaon,  in  New  Orleans;  an  extract  iironi  this 
k  now  communicated,  because  it  oontuns  Acts  which 
may  have  some  bearing  en  die  qneatioas  relating  to 
1dm. 

Tb»  destmetion  of  the  War  OfRoe  by  fire,  in  the 
close  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  involred  all  in- 
formation it  contained  at  that  date. 

Tlie  p^>en  ahwidy  described,  therefore,  constitute 
the  whole  of  the  information  on  these  sabjecta,  de- 
posited in  the  pabtie  offices,  during  tfis  preceding 
AdirimtotiMM^  as  fti  as  has  yet  bean  finrnd ;  bat  it 
cannot  be  albrmed  that  Uu^re  nay  be  no  o^twr>  bacanae 
tfte  papers  of  the  offiee.  being  filed,  for  the  moat  part, 
alphabeticaUy,  unless  aided  1^  the  auggsstioa  of  any 
particular  name  which  may  have  given  such  informa- 
tion, nothing  short  of  a  careful  examination  of  the 
papers  in  the  offices  generally,  could  authorize  auch  an 
affirmation. 

About  a  twelvemonth  after  I  came  to  the  adaoinis- 
tratiea  of  the  Ooveniment,  Mr.  Clark  gave  some  verbal 
inibrmation  to  nqraeU^  aa  wall  aa  to  the'  Secretary  of 
Stat^reUting  to  die  same  comUnations  for  the  disinem- 
kameBt  of  the  Union.  Hevras  Hstened  to  finely;  and 
1m  dien  dehvered  the  letter  of  Governor  Gsyoao,  ad- 
dressed to  himself  of  which  a  amy  is  now  communi- 
oatad.  After  bis  return  to  New  (Means,  he  ^nrwarded 
to  the  8e<B«tajy  of  Stato  other  papers,  with  a  request 
that,  after  perusal,  they  should  be  boat.  This  how- 
««v  was  not  donai  and  he  was  ao  infimned  by  the 
jBeoetaiy  of  Stato,  and  that  dmy  would  be  held  subject 
10  his  ordeve.  These  papers  have  not  yet  been  found 
in  the  office.  A  letter  therefore  has  been  addressed  to 
the  former  Chief  Cletk,  who  may,  periiaps)  give  infor- 
mation respecting  them.  As  for  as  our  memories  ena- 
hJe  us  to  say,  they  related  onlr  to  the  combinations  be- 
fore qwken  of,  and  not  at  all  to  the  corrupt  reoeq>t  of 
money  by  any  officer  of  the  United  States  t  conaequenUy 
they  respected  what  was  ocmsidered  as  a  dead  matter, 
knewn  to  the  pieceding  Adminiatralions,  and  o&ring 
BothiAg  new  to  eall  for  inveatigtfunih  iriiklL  those 
■eataat  die  dates  of  the  transaolions  had  notdionght 
propn  to  institute. 

In  the  eanrae  of  the  oomnnnieations  made  to  me  on 
die  subject  of  the  oonsinra^  of  Aaron  Btur,  I  smnetimes 
received  letters,  some  of  them  anonymous,  anno  under 
namea  true  or  fidse,  expressing  soqiiaotis  and  insinu- 
atieas  against  General  WiJkiason.  But  only  one  of 
4e>B,  and  that  auonymousf  spseiled  any  pardooler  fiwt, 
and  that  foet  was  one  of  those  vri^  had  been  ahaady 
«eiainnuifla>«d  to  ■  former  Admmistntioib 

M«  other  infmnudon  wiAin  die  ponriew  of  the  rs- 
qnaat  of  die  Usnse,  is  known-to  have  been  reoeived  by 
any  Dsyartmeat  irf  the  Gornnment,  from  die  estab- 
fishmeiU  ol  0to  pnsent  Federal  GoremnsM.  That 


whidi  has  been  recently  eomtnonieated  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  by  them  to  me,  is  the  first  direct 
testimony,  ever  made  known  to  me,  diarging  General 
Wilkinson  with  the  cemipt  receipt  of  money ;  and  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  be  assured  that  the  du- 
tioa  iriueh  thia  iafansatiim  dawdvea  on  ma,  AaU  be 
ezerdsed  with  rigorawimpartialily.  Hioiddanywant 
of  power  in  the  court  to  cempd  wm  Mndaring  «c  toal^ 
mony  obstruct  that  iiill  and  impHtiiU  inqaii7,'i*Ucb 
alone  can  establish  guilt  or  innoeaneo  and  satisfy  ju*. 
tice,  die  L^islative  anthori^  only  will  be  compMut 
t  the  remedy. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Jasuaet  30,  1608. 

The  said  Message,  toffcther  with  sundry  doco- 
mente  accompany  in  j;  the  same,  were  read,  and 
referred  to  Mr.  John  MoMTaOMBRT,  Mr.  Nicholas, 
Mr.  Uphah,  Mr.  Shilib,  Mr.  Tatlok,  Mr.  G.  W. 
OAHrsBLL,  and  Mr.  Jbdbdiah  K.  Shitb,  with  irt- 
atmctioiu  to  report  thereon  bjr  bill,  or  otherwise. 

THE  MILITIA. 

The  Home  uain  went  mto  Comrnktee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Militia  bill,  and  the  amendment 
moved     Mr.  Cur  beiog  nader  conaideratioB, 

Mr.  Cbamulsk  made  aonw  obserTations  tend- 
ing to  show  that  this  was  a  bill  of  ranch  impwt- 
ance,  and  expressed  a  wish  that  the'  term  dnriog 
whieb  the  miliua  sboald  be,  ttaUe  to  service  were 
further  extended.  As  he  had  not  had  time  to  con- 
sider the  bill  matiuelT,  he  moved  that  the  Commit- 
tee rise. 

Mr.  Maodk  hoped  the  mottoa  wontd  not  be 
agreed  to.  No  principle  had  yet  been  settled,  and 
it  was  useless  to  give  time  to  prepare  amendments 
till  the  opiaionm  am^orityon  the  principle  was 
obtained. 

Mr.  VARiraH  (Speaker)  hoped  the  Committee 
would  rise  and  be  refused  leave  to  sit  again  on 
this  bill.  He  believed  that  the  situation  of  the 
United  States  at  present,  would  by  no  means  ad- 
mit of  the  classing  of  the  militia ;  thia  was  not  the 
proper  time,  if  it  was  ever  necessary.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  classing  of  the  militia;  had  been  re- 
commended by  the  several  Presidents  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  might  be  true ;  if  it  were  how- 
ever, he  had  not  observed  that  to  be  the  case.  He 
could  see  no  kind  of  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
the  proposed  modification  of  the  militia  system. 
Were  not  the  militia  equal  to  every  service  that 
eould  be  required  of  than,  under  the  existing 
laws?  Certainly  they  were.  If  particular  States 
had  failed  to  carry  into  effect  the  part  assigned  to 
them  by  the  Constitntion  of  the  Uaited  States — 
if  there  were  any  States  which  had  neglected  that 
duty,  would  any  other  plan  induce  them  to  attend 
to  it?  He  sbonid  suppose  not.  It  wu  a  fact  that 
where  the  State  Qovernments  had  taken  up  the 
subject  of  the  organisation  and  diseipline  m  the 
militia,  and  carried  it  into  effect  as  far  as  in  th«r 
power,  those  States  had  a  reepectahle  militia,  who 
CMuideFed  tbemsdves  a  band  of  brothers,  from  the 
age  of  eighteen  to  forty-five,  and  from  their  habits 
of  discipline  under  the  present  system  and  officers, 
woald  consider  it  an  wvidioua  distinction  to  take 
men  at  particolar  ages  from  the  maae-HW  mneh 
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tbtt  they  would  not  have  sach  an  efficient 
niljtia,  to  which  they  looked  as  the  best  pan  of 
the  physical  strength  of  the  natioo,  as  if  the  sys- 
tern  were  suffered  to  remain  as  it  now  stands. 
He  knew  that  it  was  said,  that  the  militia  were 
inefficieDt  in  some  parts  of  the  United  States. 
What  wu  there  wanting?  That  nibordination 
which  'Existed  io  other  ^na,  and  noihiog  more. 

Il  has  been  said,  that  in  the  eoane  of  the  Rer- 
dntioDary  war,  the  militia  id  tome  initaaee* 
abandouM  thrir  posts.  This  might  have  been  the 
case  ia  some-  instaDees ;  but  he  was  well  anmred 
that  the  credit  due  to  me  militia  of  tfaat  part  of 
the  coantry  had  not  been  giren  to  them.  We 
know,  said  Mr.  V.,  of  some  of  the  hardest  battles 
of  the  Rerolotionary  war,  in  which  the  militia 
wm  the  principal  actors.  But  were  this  not  the 
ease^  how  can  we  select  any  particular  part  of  the 
militia  and  exempt  from  service  the  remainder  1 
Ii  it  expected  that  young  men  wilt  be  better  able 
to  perform  military  duty  than  those  who  have 
been  in  the  serrice,  who  baTe  experienced  the  ad- 
faatagea  of  liberty,  and  who  have  families  and 
property  to  defend  t  I  should  suppose  such  mea 
likely  lo  readec  mtre  service  wuk  yooog  men 
wbfO  have  boc  foraied  ihrir  minds. 

But  then  is  a  imdiaal  diffioohy  in  this  system. 
The  bail  prvvides  tbat  now  shall  be  aaUed  into 
gcoml  aervice,  except  from  the  age  of  twenty-one 
to  twenty-six.  The  eoDSttmtions  of  some  of  the 
Stales  ^miTide  that  the  eaptaios  and  subaltern 
oflJcers,  in  each  company,  shall  be  chosen  by  the 
whole  company,  from  the  age  of  twenty-one  to 
forty-five.  Is  it  lo  be  sapposed  that  they  would 
be  rolaotarily  so  scrupulous  as  to  choose  men  be- 
tween the  ages  of  twenty>one  and  twenty-pix  ? 
The  officers  would  generally  be  over  the  age  of 
twenty-six.   In  that  case  how  can  we  get  along? 

Gentlemen  may  suppose  that  it  is  a  very  eas_y 
thing  for  the  Stale  GovernmenU  to  alter  their 
mtcms  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the 
Geaeral  Government.  It  is  a  thing  which  some 
irftfaeStaleit  will  not  undertake  to  do.  The  militia 
•t  ilw  present  tine  in  some  parts  of  the  United 
Stales,  are  well  orgaaized  and  discipHaed,  and 
^tpbif  a  spirit  of  emnlatiim  which  docs  tbem 
hoMT.  In  the  State  which  I  bare  the  hooor  to 
vepceeeBt,  there  are  serenty  thonsnd  mftitta. 
These  men  are  all  armed ;  no  man  is  sofiered  to 
go  into  the  field  without  arms ;  they  are  subject 
to  a  fine  of  ei^ht  dollars  for  every  time  they  appear 
witboat  arms ;  and,  if  not  always  provided,  are 
subject  to  a  fine  of  ten  dollars  per  annum.  Thii 
severe  r^olation  produces  universal  arming;  very 
few  troops,  take  them  from  what  part  of  the  world 
yoa  will,  are  better  disciplined  than  our  compa- 
aiesof  artillery,  every  maa  of  which  is  completely 
vaifbnaed  at  his  own  expense,  and  every  company 
of  artillery  is  supplied  with  orass  field  pieces  by 
the  State.  Tbe  militia  have  one  hundred  aqd  fifty 
brass  field  pieces  ready  to  take  the  field  whenever 
caUed  fev,  winefa  eoiMd  be  oo  tbc'  march  to  any 
peui  of  attack  in  twelve  bovrs  notice.  They  are 
abo  sopplied  with  a  competent  portion  of  cannon, 
and  tte  tXl  ]ironded  wiA  imiform  at  their  own 
expense.  Under  officers  of  their  otrn  ehote^  they 


would  fo  into  service  with  alacrity,  aad  would 
consider  it  a  hardsbip  to  see  their  younger  brethren 
calted  into  a  State  which  did  not  happen  to  join 
their  own,  while  they  conid  aot  march  to  assist.; 
for  this  bill  provides  that  men  between  twenty-six 
and  forty-five  shall  go  no  further  than  in  their  own 
or  an  adjoining  State.  If  an  enemy  were  to  lan^ 
in  Conueeiiout,  the  brave  militia  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont  are  not  to  assist  in  repdUing^ 
them  beeatue  they  do  not  join  on  it.  Yon  are  t» 
call  on  your  young  men  to  be  cut  up,  while,  if  bU 
the  militia  were  to  march,  the  enemy  could  be  re- 
pelled at  once.  You  had  better  compel  every  man 
who  is  able  to  bears  arms  to  take  part  in  the  de- 
fence of  his  conntry  when  invaded  in  hia  oeig)^ 
borhood.  - 

I  know  it  was  felt  as  a  hardship  in  the  course 
of  the  Revolalioaary  war,  that  every  man  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  was  obliged  to  take  part,  scarcely 
a  roan  being  left  to  till  the  ground ;  but  it  was  aU- 
essential  to  the  safety  of  the  country.  Have  yon 
increased  to  such  a  degree  of  population  that  yon 
can  DOW  leave  at  home  three-fourths  of  your  actual 
force?  Surely  this  would  be  ruinous  in  the  at- 
tempt. This  is  n  system  which  has  been  many 
times  before  the  House  of  Rupre8«ntetives,aad  has 
always  been  found  by  the  wisdom  of  the  nation  lo 
be  an  improper  one  to  adopt.  I  da  hope  in  this 
critical  juncture,  because  there  are  some  persons 
who  do  not  choose  to  submit  to  subordination, 
that  we  shall  not  go  into  a  disorganization  of  the 
miliua  altogether.  I  am  ready  to  say,  that  if  this 
system  does  take  place,  that  our  militia  will  be 
disorganized,  since  the  States  hare  acts  now  in 
existencefor  the  organization  of  the  militia  agree- 
ably to  the  act  of  1792,  and  the  militia  are  noT 
ready  to  take  the  field;  we  should  soon  acquire 
subordination ;. and  when  tbat  is  riveted  in  our 
breasts  we  shall  do  well.  For  these  reasons  I  hope 
the  Committee  will  rise  and  lay  this  subject  ia 
sleep  for  the  present. 

Messrs. Glat,  LTON,NBLeon,  WiTusRBLi.,and 
Taylor,  supported  the  principle  of  elassifieatioli 
of  the  militia.  When  the  Committee  rose  aod 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again — 59  to  24. 


Tbdbsdat,  January  81. 

Mr.  Key  offered  the  following  resolation : 
Sea^oed,  Tfaat  a  standing  coounittee  be  amioiated 
to  be  called  a  Committee  of  the  jDistrict  of  Columbia, 

toconsistof  members.   Itahillbe  tbedut;  of  this 

committee  to  take  into  considenition  all  petitions  and 
memorials  relating  to  the  i^rs  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,  and  to  report  from  time  to  6ia»,  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  K.  said,  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  S09- 
gesiing  the  reasons  of  this  motion.  The  District 
of  CoTnmbia  was  governed  br  the  laws  of  Marf- 
hind  OB  the  east,  and  by  the  laws  of  Virginia  oft 
the  west  of  the  Potomac,  which  existeu  at  the 
time  of  cession  to  the  United  States.  The  various 
modifications  made  in  the  State  laws  since  thAt 
period,  had  no  operation  in  the  territorv  which 
they  had  ceded.  It  was  desired  that  tne  lam 
should  be  rendered  Dniform  and  equal  in  thdr 
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operatioB  tbroughoat  tbe  territory.  The  objcet 
of  the  reselntion  was  to  simplify  tbe  bosiness  re- 
latiofi  to  the  District.  It  would  be  recollected 
4k«t  Coogress  alone  oould  legislate  on  this  sab- 
ject ;  the  great  measares  of  natiooal  concern  had 
prior  claim  on  the  att«ifioB  of  the  House ;  f»r  this 
toaaoD  be  bad  mored  the  appointmnt  of  a  geneial 
-fismmitleew 

The  lesolatioa  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table 
for  one  day. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

On  a  moUon  made  hj  Mr.  Rowah,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  tbe  following  resolution : 

Unokftd,  That  a  special  oommittee  be  appointed  to 
Inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Wilkin- 
in  relation  to  his  baTing,«t  an;  time,whiUt  in  the 
•erriee  of  the  United  Stateip  «ther  as  aavil  or  militaiy 
officer,  been  a  pennoner  of  the  Government  of  Spain, 
or  relatire  to  bis  having  been  an  accomplice,  or  in  any 
way  concerned,  during  tbe  time  aforesaid,  in  a  foreign 
or  domestic  project  to  dismember  these  United  States  ; 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  such 
persons  and  papers  as  ma;  be  necessar;  to  assist  their 
mqairies ;  and  that  the;  report  the  result  to  this  Honse, 
^at  the  Cottgreas  ma;  be  titereb;  better  enabled  to  le- 
gidate  upon  the  nibjeeta  of  our  foreign  relaticma ;  die 
faicreaw  and  maintenance  of  the  Arm;  of  the  United 
Aatae,  and  other  enl^eete  pnunoti*e  of  the  eoonnon 
ivenl: 

The  qaestion  vas  stated  from  the  Cbafr,  that 
■ttK  Honie  do  now  proceed  to  take  tbe  said  pro- 
posed rescdntion  into  consideration,  and  passed  in 
'the  negattre— yeas  46,  nays  50,  as  follows ; 

Tbas — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  WiDiam 
W.  Bibb,  John  Campbell,  Epaphroditns  Cham|tt(Ri, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenjmrt, 
jr.,  Joeejdi  Desha,  William  EI;,  Francis  Gardner,  Jaa. 
Sn.  Garnett,  Cbarfea  Goldsborongh,  Edwin  Gra;,  Jobn. 
"fianis,  Wiffiam  Hoge,  Beniamin  Howard,  Ridiard  M. 
Johnson,  Philip  B.  Kej,  William  KiriLpatri^  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Joaiah  Maaleia,  Daniel 
Mo^Vot°^>j^<f  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moael;, 
muoth;  Pitun,  jr^  Joauh  Qniaey,  John  RamkriMi, 
Jolin  Rowan,  Samuel  Smith,  Bkbard  Stanford,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Lewis  B.Starges,  Peter  Swart,  Suanel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabex  Upham,  James 
L  Van  Allen,  Nicholas  Van  D;ke,  Archibald  Van  Home, 
Knian  K.  Van  Bensaelaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Mar- 
raaduke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard 
Winn. 

Nats— Ezekiel  Baeen,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Baifcer, 
SnrwellBassett,  Robert  Brown,  WiHiam  Botler.Joae^ 
Oalbonn,PeterCailton,John  Chandler,  Matthew  Cla;, 
^>rchard  Caok,  Ridiard  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Jonrii 
Deane,  Daniel  M.  Dnrell,  John  W.  Bppes,  James  Fisk, 
"WeiAiack  Frenklln.IsaishL.  Green,  Jobn  Haatm,  James 
Holland,  David  Holmes,  Reuben  Httmpbre;s,  Daniel 
-IMey,  Robert  Jenkins,  John  Lambert,  Jc^n  Love, 
JRobert  Marion,  William  McCreer;,  Wiltiam  Milntv, 
M«itfomery,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie,  Jeraniah  Mer> 
•oWfJehn  Moinw,auidaa8.Mnmfoid,Ragar  Nakm, 
Thfmu  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  WiImhi  C.  Nid- 
aba,  John  Porter,  Jobn  Pogb,  Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
aee,  Jacob  Ricbaids,  Matthias  Rioharda,  Samuel  Riker, 
Ebaneier  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  Jedediab  K.  Smidi,  Jobn  Smith,  Henr;  Sootfi- 
ard,  CUmeot  Storer,  John  Taybv,  J^Aa  ^nwa^Boo* 


Jesse  Wharton.  Bobait  WUbhll,  Isaac  WSboiv,  and 
James  Witherdl. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  TO  MANUFACTURES. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  tbeCommiitee  of  Commerce 
and  MaoufactureS;  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tilion  of  Paul  and  Joseph  W.  Rerere,  of  Boston, 
in  ibe  State  of  Massacbusetts,  made  tbe  following 
report: 

Tbe  petitioners  state  that  the;  have,  by  great  appli- 
cation, acquired  tbe  knowledge  of  melting  and  refining 
copper  ores,  and  of  manufacturing  copper  into  fcheets, 
bolta,  nails,  dec.,  for  fastening  ships  i  and  that  they  have, 
at  a  great  expense,  erected  furnaces,  mills,  and  other 
wi^ia,  for  manufacturing  the  above  articles.  To  en- 
courage them,  the;  soHeU  that  a  dut;  of  17}  per  cent 
urn  ad  valorem  may  be  imposed  on  copper  in  sheets,  as 
tbey  have  no  doubt  Aat  the;  can  suppi;  tbe  whede 
quanth;  at  present  imported  into  tbe  United  State*. 
The;  likewise  solicit  that  old  copper  may,  in  future,  be 
imported  free  from  do^. 

The  committee,  with  a  view  to  possess  Aomselves  of 
information  on  tbe  subject  submitted  to  their  consider- 
ation, have  driayed  to  ma^  a  report  thereon  to-  the 
present  time. 

WUIe  tike;  are  diroctad  by  m^aatfon  and  a  wmm 
of  dut;  to  foster  and  eneomage  aaeh  ■anwfaitnwia  as 
nromias  ittlH^  to  the  pablie.  thay  ase  omaeioQS  of  tha 
diffleulty  of  affbsdiDg  to  aaeh  ajnst  portion  of  eaaoor- 
agement. 

Tbe  potitiofters  ba»e  two  olyesta  in  view.  The  first 
is,  to  procure  the  impoailion  of  an  ad  valorem  du^  ^ 
1 7^  per  centum  on  the  importation  of  comer  in  sheets, 
which  is  now  free  from  duty ;  tbe  second  is,  that  old 
copper,  which  ougM  to  be  considered  a  raw  material, 
should  not  be  aulject  to  dm  payment  of  a  duty  on  im- 
portatiim.  To  induce  the  National  Leglalatare  to  im- 
pose tfie  aforementioned  duty  on  copper  in  sheets,  Ibe 
petitioners  state  that  tbey  have,  at  considerable  expeua^ 
erected  works  which  will  enable  tbem  to  supply  copper 
in  sheets,  commensurate  to  tbe  demand  of  me  United 
'■  States.  Should  this  assertion' on  the  part  <^  tbe  peti- 
tioners influence  CMigress  to  aeeede  to  their  propoo- 
tton,  and  the  quantity  of  *01V*'  *<>  ahoete  fomiriwd  by 
fhem  prova  to  be  insneiaiM  for  iIm  demand,  ttw  eopipar- 
andllis  and  Iwaasn  (a  la^ecttMe  daaa-ef  meaalactBr- 
era)  woold  sastain  i^uries  that  vrould  roquim  tlMB  aad 
•  eorreet  oooaso  of  pioeadnie  to  repair.  The  ceppei 
smiths  and  brasiers  are  satisfied  with  the  enoovrM** 
meat  given  to  them,  by  the  protecting  duties  on  foreign 
manufoctuies  of  copper,  and  with  the  privilege  tiMy 
possess  by  law  of  importing  copper  in  ^leeta,  &c.,  free 
firom  daty,  which  enables  tbem  not  only  to  supply  all 
copper  ntannis  neceasaiy  for  tbe  use  and  consumption 
of  the  United  Stotea,  but  Ukewfos  to  export  to  fiweign 
markets  a  considerable  quantit;  of  their  manuftctures. 
Tbe  aalutai;  operation  of  the  laws  in  support  of  thoae 
manufacturers  is  evident  A  competition  is  established 
among  them,  and  their  mann&iAirea,  at  a  modmta 
price,  are  to  be  bad  on  demand. 

This  state  of  piosperi^  may  receive  a  Hieck  by  an 
incautions  modilwation  of  tbe  laws  wUch  have  prodocod 
il.  Salgeetocf  Ob  kind  should  nam  be  appnad*d 
wHh  a  tash  and  iOBovMittg  hand,  lest  the  eaaa  and  eom- 
foits  of  the  dtixens  sbmld  be  diminished,  to  prove  the 
effiea^  of  axperunents  a*  yet  of  deuMul  issue.  The  ' 
coppenmiths  and  brasteia  of  Now  York  and  Philadel- 
phia, in  their  memorials  aresented  to  the  House  of 
ressntative^  andrefonad  to  the  committesi  aaaart  imh 
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nwfiilnirn  tfMt »  mpiily  of  ooppst  te  diMti,  eqstl  to 
llwdMuda  thtj  faftva  fcr  tint  irtiels,  eumot  be  fnr- 
■ijiiiil  lij  itii  iiiililiniiirii 

Ab  MMrtion  made  vrith  m  ranch  e»i^fid«aee,  by  men 
mkam  eo—lut  oocapnitniB  aibrd  tbe  oertun  mMD»»f 
tKming  •  oomot  jndgmeBt,  u  deMrring  (rfsorioafl  ttten- 
tian ;  wid  woe  it  not  aapportod  bj  iDformation  drawn 
Aon  other  Mniron,  ■hoald  prevent  tb«  doing  of  soy  act 
4hat  Bight  ^pjt  to  baxard  th«  Beunahing  6tat«  if  maon- 
fcfltwica  whtth  bam  nqiplaiited  fimigli  arlidM  of  th« 
«nM  band.  Tha  eomvittaa  hare  bad  no  satitftetovy 
•rideneo  oflnod  totbetn  that  coppar  hi  dteot«,in  qoan- 
litf  saffioaot  fiir  tha  me  and  eoniompdoH  of  the  Unv- 
tod  8tat«8,  can  be  rapplied  bj  die  pedtionan,  or  tbat 
the  quality  of  the  aaine  is  equal  to  that  vfakii  i»  im- 
jMRted.  It  beoDoies  tbe  doty  of  tbe  committee,  in  order 
•d  aaeartais  whether  LegiristiTe  tnterfSsreooe  can  at  this 
time  b»  joatiAad  bf  -axiedDg  ctreoDutascea,  mot  only  to 
weigfa  the  faeta  fiimiibed  diemi  but  alio  to  nurd  aed- 
nknuly  agpinet  miachiefii  that  have  too  often  weir  origin 
m  huty  Legtsladve  acts,  which,  not  lufrequently,  in 
attempting  to  give  encooragement  to  msnnfacturing 
eelabHohmento,  biten  on  tbe  community  i^ipreMive  mo- 
•BOfolie*.  The  oommtttee  1>eing  aware  that  a  mann^ 
-fcrtory,  nngle  and  witbont  oompetidon,  h  apt,  by  bar- 
ing tlu  omunuid  oflhe  market,  to  make  an  imprt^wr 
•mm  of  it,  H*  eoliehDna  to  keep  the  aourcee  tff  ai^i^ 
■fopeii  and  ai  free  as  possible.  In  tefnsfaif  to  leoom- 
JMBdtlM  ampaadonof  a  dntyon  cefper  nannfiu^ired 
Bile  sheew,  to  that  waich  is  imposed  an  copper 
■■■iifeiliniie.  tha  eonunittee  ara  gratified  in  zeeolleot- 
jac  that  tbe  patitioaen  receive  no  inconsiderable  en- 
gotngaoMit  in  mining  ooppa  bDlta,«pikn,  and  naila, 
from  the  proteflting  daties  payible  on  those  articles 
mhmn  impotted.  Tht  eemmittee  are  of  opinion  that 
adnoitagee  will  aeenie,  net  only  to  the  pedtionen,  bnt 
liN»iaii  lo  tha  enmnoBi^t  by  pannittaig  the  impoita- 
liiHi  of  old  oofiptr  ftee  from  wty. 

HMy  therefore  neommond  the  .adoption  of  the  ibl- 
loadng  resdiitiona: 

Bamkred,  That  so  nwdi  of  the  pet^ion  aa  prays  ibr 
Ae  hnpoaitioD  ef  17^  per  eentum  ad  VBlonm  as  a  duty 
on  copper  maimftetnsed  iate  sheets  ia  unreasOBskle, 
and  raght  not  to  be  granted. 

Setoivtd,  Tbat  so  much  of  the  petition  aa  prays  that 
eld  copper  may  be  considered  as  a  raw  material,  and 
fSuX  the  importation  thereof  into  the  United  8tat«i  mur 
1«  free  frnn  dn^,  ia  laasonable,  and  ooght  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  adopted ;  and  it  vu  snkved 
that  a  bill  or  bills  be  btongbt  ioi  punmant  to  tbe 
•ceood  refolniion^and  that  tae  Committee  ctf  Uaa- 
vbeiaies  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  eame. 

MARTLANB  OGNTBSTED  ELECTION. 
Tiie  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oo  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Bleeiions,  of  tbe  elerenth  ultimo,  to  whom  were 
rtferred  petltioos  of  soiidrf  qualified  lectori  of 
MfMtgomerr  and  Fr^eriek  coaoties,  in  the  State 
ofMarjrlaitd,  relatire  to  the  deotioa  of  Philip  B. 
Key,  the  taember  returned  to  aerre  In  this  House 
for  the  third  Cengressioiial  District  in  the  Baid 
fltuc.  The  report  is  as  follows ; 

■*  Hm  fiiJIowing  statement,  agreed  upon  the  comi- 
aaleffte  petitioners,  who  praj  that  the  seat  of  Hiilip 
-fi.  ^7  Bay  be  vacated,  and.  ]iy  Mr.  Key  himsdf,  wta 
MseMy  aubaiittod  to  tbe  Coaunitlee  of  ElectieDB,aod 
Aecawaittae  sobBUk  Ihs  bubo  to  OeHonss  aa  put  of 
ftiicnpOKt. 


•*  Hie  commfttBe  obawyu  titat,  W  an  a«t  of  theCttato 
tff  Maryland,  passed  the  Sfith  of  January,  1806.  resi- 
dence is  not  jnescribed  as  a  qndlficatioa  trf  candldatsa 

for  Congress,  except  for  the  ^^A-^wtrict :  and  thtt  by 
the  said  act  to  reduce  into  one  the  several  acts  of  As- 
sembly reepectiog  elections,  and  to  regulate  said  elec- 
tions, it  ia  enacted  that  all  laws,  cTatuea,  and  sections 
of  laws,  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with  the  provi- 
sions of  this  act,  be,.and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 
From  which  it  appears  that  the  law  of  Maryluid,  re- 
lied on  by  the  petitioners  against  the  seat  of  Hr.  K^, 
ia  not  now  in  force. 

"From  the  above  statement  of  facts,  the  committee 
are  induced  to  submit  the  following  reeolotion,  and  lay 
tbe  memorial  on  the  table: 

"  Rooked,  Thtt  PhiUp  B.  Key,  having  the  ^teatost 
nombor  of  votes,  and  being  qualified  agreeably  to  the 
Conatitution  of  the  United  States,  is  entitled  to  hia 
seat  in  this  House." 

Tbe  following  fiiets  were  relied  on  by  the  petitionais, 
and  agreed  to  by  Mr.  Key : 

"  1st.  That,  m  the  year  1801,  Mr.  Key  became  an 
inhabitant  of  the  District  of  ColumUa,  at  a  country 
seat  belonging  to  him  about  two  miles  from  Georgetown, 
in  an  airy,  healthy  situation,  commanding  an  exteanm 
prospect. 

"  Sd.  That  the  counby  seat  abovementioned  is  ex- 
pensively built  upon  and  improved,  and  in  every  re#pect 
furnished  with  accommodations  for  the  permanent  ren- 
dence  of  a  gentleman,  in  a  s^le  of  great  conveoienee*' 

"  3d.  That  some  time  in  the  month  of  November, 
1806,  Mr.  Key  purchased  abant  1,000  acres  of  land  in 
Montgomery  county,  abot^tfourteenmileBinHnOeoiga- 
town,  and  about  twelve  from  his  seat  in  the  Kstrict  of 
Colombia.  At  the  time  of  purchasiqg  that  land  there 
was  no  dwelling-house  nor  endoaure  upon  it*  except 
a  few  tenements  oecupied  by  tenants,  the  gieater  put 
of  the  land  being  waste  old  fielda. 

"  4tb.  That  some  time  in  the  Summer  of  1806  Hr. 
Key  did  cause  a  dwelling-house  to  be  erected  on  hia 
Montgomery  lands,  into  which  he  removed  with  his 
familv  on  the  18th  of  September  1806,  from  his  seat  In 
the  District  of  Columbia,  where  till  then  he  had  all 
alon^  ie«ded  from  the  time  of  his  first  fettling  in  said 
district,  in  the  year  1801. 

"Stb.  Tbat,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1806,  Mr.  Key 
returned  with  his  family  to  his  seat  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  where  he  remained  till  about  the  the  S8th  of 
July,  1807,  when  they  again  removed  to  his  estate  hi 
Montgomery,  where  they  remained  until  the  22d  of 
October  las^  when  they  again  returned  to  bis  seat  in 
tbe  District  of  Columbia,  where  tiiey  -stiU  remain. 

"  6th.  That  the  dwelling-bouse  on  the  Montgomery 
estate  is  not  completed  to  affiud  a  cmnfortable  habita- 
tion to  Mr.  Key  and  family  in  Winter,  but  Ib  esteemed 
fit  only  for  a  Summer  residence ;  and  that  it  is,  in  re- 
spect to  baildings,  improvements,  and  accommodations, 
much  inferior  to  his  seat  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

"  7th.  Tbat,  on  both  occasions  abovementioned,  when 
Mr.  Key  removed  with  his  &mily  from  his  seat  in  the 
District  of  Columlua  to  bis  estate  in  Montgomery,  he 
left  (he  former  rea^  fiimished,  in  its  nsual  style,  car* 
rying  but  few  artidias,  such  as  beds,  tinen,  plate,  dec. 
from  one  place  to  another,  having  supplied  his  house 
in  Montgomery  with  other  furniture  purchased  for  that 
purpose. 

"8th.  Thattheelection,atwbichMr.Key  wascheaon, 
and  returned,  was  held  on  tbe  Oth  day  of  October,  18M. 
"  Admitted :  PHQJP  B.  KSY."* 
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Tba  httg  thw  fmndlrj  the  eommiUae,  and  admit- 
t«d  by  Mr.  Key,  wan  atiU  forUwr  expUiiiad  by  the  lat- 
tar»  in  awrittea  atatement  flunialwd  by  him,  and  made 
a  part  of  dw  neord.. 

Facta  on  the  part  of  JIfi-.  Key,  to -show  that  he  teas  a 
bona  fide  rendent  of  Maryland,  and  of  the  dittriet 
for  lohieh  he  wtu  cAoaen,  which  faet$  are  admitted 
by  the  eounaei  for  the  petitioners,  and  are  aafollovoa : 
1st  That  Mr.  Key  is  a  oative  of  Maryland ;  that  h« 
wu  a  citizen  and  resident  of  that  State  at  the  adoption 
of  the  present  ConstituUon  of  tfie  United  States,  and 
nerer  was  a  citizen  or  resident  of  any  other  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ;  that,  since  that  time,  he  has  served  sevwal 
yean  aa  a  Delegate  to  the  General  Aasembly  of  Mary* 
land ;  that,  in  1787,  he  qualified  as  counsel  in  the  an- 
perior  courts  of  Maryland,  and  ever  nnce  haOi,  and 
still  doth  continoe  to  practiae  law  in  said  coarts ;  that, 
In  1801,  he  remored  from  Maryland  to  his  house  near 
Georgetown,  (about  two  miles  from  said  town,  and 
i^Qt  two  miles  from  Montgomery  county,)  wfawe  he 
has  continued  to  reside  till  1800. 

3d.  That  Montgomery  county  and  port  of  Frado- 
ri<±  compose  the  third  Congressional  district,  forwhieh 
Mr.  is  elected ;  that  Uie  ancestors  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kay  h«d  cODoiderable  real  eatataa  in  said  dtrtrict,  and 
■ome  of  the  nearest  nlationa  of  Mr.  anid  Mn.  Key  re- 
side in,  and  hold  large  landed  estates  in  said  district, 
in  each  of  the  counties  composing  the  same ;  that  Mr. 
Key  bos,  for  sefcral  years  last  past,  practised,  and  still 
does  practise,  law  in  the  only  court  held  in  said  district, 
and,  from  that  circnmstance,  his  serring  in  the  Legis- 
lature, his  living  at  Annapolis,  the  seat  of  Government, 
and  an  extensive  practice  for  twenty  years  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Maiyland,  he  has  been  for  muy  years 
personally  known  to  apd  by  a  great  proportion  of  the 
votns  of  tiie  district 

3d.  That,  in  November,  180(1,  Mr.  Key  bought,  and 
■Don  after  had  conveyed  to  him,  one  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Montgomery  countf,  part  of  his  district,  which 
land  was  part  of  an  estate  uat  had,  for  many  years, 
been  leased  out  by  Mrs.  Key's  ancestma,  and  waa  DWch 
irasted,  and  out  of  rqmir. 

4t]i.  Iliat,  some  time  before  this  purchase,  Mr.  K^ 
had  dedined  the  jiraclice  of  the  law  in  the  Territoiy  of 
Columbia,  but  stilt  continued  his  practice  in  Mont- 
^mery  ;  that,  in  January,  1606,  he  declandhis  inten- 
tion to  bo  a  resident;  that,  in  March,  1806,  at  Mout- 
gomeiy  coun^  court,  he  declared  his  intention  to  be  a 
resident;  that,  in  March,  1806,  at  Montgomery  coun^ 
court,  Mr.  Key  often  and  publicly  declared,  and  also  to 
flw  people,  when  be  often  addressed  them,  that  he  had 
bought  aaid  land,  with  intention  to  become  a  resident 
of  the  coun^ ;  diat  he  intended  to  build  a  dwdling- 
hoose  on  said  land ;  that  he  would  more  faia  &mily 
there  as  soon  aa  it  was  built,  and  that  he  would  make 
it  his  Summer  residence;  and  at  the  same  time,  that 
Is,  at  March  court,  1806,  in  Montgomery,  he  refused 
to  stand  as  a  candidate  for  Cohgress  when  solicited  by 
his  warm  and  influential  friends. 

6th.  That,  Mr.  Key  has  made  connderaUe  and  ex- 
pensive improvements  on  said  land ;  that  he  has,  in 
1806,  built  thereon  for  his  Summer  residence,  a  dwel- 
'  Ung^iousa,!^  no  means  such  a  one  as  cotdd  be  intended 
fcff  ft  tenant,  or  overseer,  but  eveiy  way  comfortaUe 
for  a  Summer  rendence;  that  said  house  has  all  neces- 
■arr  offices  and  accommodations  for  household  servants, 
and  is  kept  ready  famished  vrith  necessary  plain  house- 
hold  furniture,  tea  and  table  service,  and  kitdien  uten- 
■Is*  &c 
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6th.  That  before  the  said  houae  was  eempleteljr  fur- 
nished, to  wit :  on  the  IBth  September,  1806,  Mr.  K«ry 
removed,  with  his  wife,  children,  and  domestica,  to  said 
house,  and  did  aetaaUy  live  in  uid  inhabit  Uie  aaid 
house  from  said  16th  of  S^rtembor,  1806,  to  the  9Mk 
of  October,  1806,  including  the  6th  day  of  October,  on 
which  the  election  was  held;  that,  m  the  20th  of  Oo> 
tober,  Mr>  Knr,  with  his  &mKy,  removed  back  to  Ua 
hoDse  Bl  the  Tenttmy  of  ColunUft.  In  July  last,  Mr. 
Key  removed  himself,  frmily,  and  domestics,  to  hia 
house  in  Montgomeiy,  whldi  he  lived  in,  and  inhahifc- 
ed  until,  on  the  S3d  of  October  fast,  he  retamed  to  hia 
house  in  tiio  Territoiy  of  ColumUa,  to  attend  hie  da- 
tias  in  C<mgress. 

7th.  That  no  political  lightsave  acquired  or  attafhej 
to  a  residence  in  the  ooun^  of  Washington,  in  the 
Territory  of  Columbia.  A  penon  so  situiUed  has.  no 
right  of  snffivge,  can.  neither  eleet,  nor  be  elected. 

Bi^lanaiioTu  of  ib:  Ket/  on  eertltin  points  requetiei 
by  eouneet  for  the  petttionere,  which  aretUo  admit- 
ted  ae  facte. 

1st.  Mr.  Key,  in  explanalKm,  aays  ha  has  dediBed 
practice  in  WadiinglMi  eoai^y.  District  of  CdanUiia, 
entirely.  He  does  not  softer  his  name  to  afwearte 
new  business.  In  two  or  three  in^ntant  casaaaa  hm 
engaged  to  wpsar  aa  ocmnsel,  and  argue  the  euMi 
w^n  pr^aredfor  trial. 

Sd.  Mr.  Key  has  net  pndiMd  in  any  eountf  co«rt 
of  Maryland  for  man^  7**"*  exe^  in  Montgemeiy, 
where  he  eontiuaea  hm  tail  practice.  On  the  diiaUM)' 
tion  of  the  Oen«tal  Court,  he  has  foUowed  aoM  inter- 
esting cases,  in  vrhidi  he  had  been  theae  emph^e^  ta 
the  counties  where  they  had  been  sent 

3d.  Mr.  Key's  house  in  Montgomen'  was  not  plae- 
tered  or  painted  when  he  first  moved  into  it  Tb» 
wodtmen  did  not  finidi  it  by  iix  we^  so  soon  aa  tb^ 
ctHitraeted  to  do,  or  he  would  have  been  in  it  «k 
weeks  sooner;  die  (dastering  would  have  been  too 
damp,  and  firesh  paint  too  unwholesome  fbr  bis  famify 
and  diUdren ;  tiierefore,  he  renaoved  into  it  nnjdaatered 
and  nnpainted,  tnm  neeeseity,  and  the  deliiy  ti€  tte 
workmen.   It  is  now  plaaterad  and  painted. 

P.  B.  KET. 

The  committee  further  report  that  petitions  signed 
by  more  than  four  hundred  voters  of  Montgomeiy 
county,  represent  that  Mr.  Key  had  bought  real  estate 
in  said  county,  had  made  considerable  improvements 
thereen,  built  a  commodion:!  dw^ing-honse,  and  lived 
therein  with  hia  ftmilj  and  servanti^  beforo,  at,  and 
after  said  election ;  and  fliat  he  was  an  Inhabitant  «f 
the  State  of  Maryland  when  elected  a  Representativa 
to  CoDgreas,  and  had  often  uniformly  and  pobficly  de- 
clared before  that  time  hie  intentitMi  of  becoming  an 
bihabitant  and  resident  of  aaid  coun^  and  State. 

Mr.  RaB4  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  reaola- 
tioD  coQtaiued  in  the  raport,tbe  foUowing  words : 
"  having  the  greatest  number  of  Tote&  aod  beug 
qualified  agreeably  to  the  Conatitntum  of  the 
United  States which  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  concur  in  the  m- 
olaiioo  as  amended;  whereupon,  the  following 
debate  eosued: 

Mr.  WiTHSRHLL  said  be  had  beard  it  reportad 
from  a  source  which  was  entitled  to  credit,4hat  ' 
Mr.  Kht,  the  sluing  member,  either  bow  was,  or 
had  been,  a  British  penaioaer:  this  knowledge 
would  bias  his  vote  on  the  present  queation.  H« 
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•meeived  thataa  inqoirir  oaght  to  be  had  in  this 
miMer.  as,  were  it  true,  it  would  certainly  be  a 
diitulifieation  j  he  therefore  mored  that  th« 
CwmiitM  should  rise,  for  the  purpose  of  reeom- 
mxakm%  the  report. 

Mr.  Ket  rose  to  second  the  motion  of  the  geo- 
t^nan  from  Vermont :  it  was  hia  wish  that  a 
cbar^  insinuated  privfttety  should  be  examined 
publicly.  He  himself  had  never  concealed  the 
foibles  or  follies  of  his  early  life ;  but  be  bad,  ever 
since  be  came  into  the  councils  of  his  country, 
relinquished  all  claim  to  any  imaginary  rank,  and 
to  any  profit  which  he  bad  derived  from  a  foreign 
GoveromenL  He  was  convinced  tbat  the  mode 
which  had  been  adopted,  of  attacking  him  by  io- 
sinuatioDs,  was  peculiarljr  fatal;  like  the  wound 
of  the  poisoned  dart,  which,  though  it  heals  to 
q^tearuDce,  in  tit^e  inflicts  a  certain  death. 

Measrs.  Dana  and  Suilib  supported  the  motion, 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  allegation, 
llr.  G&BDENIEH  opposed  it. 
Mr.  KsT  said,  as  these  asvrtions  had  been 
mde^itwas  surely  incumbent  on  the  House  to 
examine  into  the  facts,  for,  were  the  allegations 
true,  it  would  be  good  ground  on  which  to  vacate 
his  seat.    It  was  true  that,  when  a  person  was 
once  declared  entitled  to  a  seat,  it  required  two- 
tbirds  of  the  House  to  expel  him,  but  he  would 
■erer  take  shelter  uoder  this  provision.   If  a  ma- 
'joiitr  of  the  House  thought  he  was  not  entitled 
to  his  aeat^  be  would  not  nold  it  for  a  moment; 
lot  he  wished  thai  the  matter  should  be  investi- 
gated immediately,  that  the  House  might  decide 
whether  or  not  he  was  entitled  to  his  seat;  for, 
die  impressions  against  him  being  removed,  they 
could,  without  bias,  decide  whether  or  not  he  was, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  duly 
dected.    He  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  Com- 
mittee rising,  to  give  an  opportunity  for  investi- 
gation ;  he  eared  not  for  tbe  mode  of  inquiry 
whieh  should  be  aAerward  adopted.   He  under- 
stood that  this  matter  had  been  hinted  at  in  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  but  had  been  thereaban- 
d(med  for  tbe  want  of  foundation  for  the  report. 
He  had  heard  it  asserted  that,  when  Mr.  Monroe 
arrived,  docnments  were  expected  to  be  received 
ID  prore  the  existeace  of  sach  a  fact.  He  knew 
that  Bfr.  Monroe  had  been  written  to,  and  during 
the  eOBtnt  preceding  Mr.  K.'8  election  it  had 
been  indttstnoosly  ctrcttlated  and  reiterated  at 
ereiy  meeiiag  against  him.  Mr.  M.  had  returned 
bom  EngUod,  and  had  pasMd  some  time  in  this 
ehy,  ret  nothing  had  IhlleQ  from  him  to  contra- 
<Bet  the  denial  of  these  assertions  which  Mr.  E. 
had  made.   His  constitnents  knew  the  very  cir- 
cumstances of  the  foUiei  of  his  rarly  life,  and  bis 
enemies  had  represented  to  them  that  having  been 
once,  twenty  years  ago,  in  the  British  army,  be 
was  not  a  propor  person  to  represent  them.  The 
people  scouted  the  idea,  said  Mr.  K.j  they  knew 
me  fmn  my  infancf,  and  knew  my  follies ;  but  I 
had  return^  to  my  country,  like  the  prodigal  son 
to  his  father,  had  felt  as  an  American  should  feel, 
was  received,  forgiven,  and  restored  to  the  confi- 
dcaee     the  people,  ,of  which  the  most  convinc- 


ing proof  that  could  be  adduced  is  my^  election  to 
a  seat  in  this  honorable  body. 

Mr.  BdACOM  did  not  think  this  the  proper  way 
of  getting  at  the  proposed  inquiry.  He  was  o»* 
posed  to  blending  tbe  two  cases  together  in  decid- 
ing on  the  title  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
to  bis  seat  in  the  House.  There  was  one  qoes- 
tion  now  before  the  House;  by  uniting  the  other 
with  it,  it  might  produce  an  improper  oias  on  the 
mind  of  the  House.  A  report  was  now  msde, 
and  could  be  decided  on,  but  if  recommitted,  the 
two  distinct  questions  would  be  perplexed  by  be' 
ing  joined  together.  It  was  a  rule,  in  jostice  to 
a  silting  member,  that  deeisiona  should  be  dis- 
tinctly bad  tm  ^  speeifie  facts  stated  by  the  per- 
sons eontesting  his  eleetion. 

Mr.  Baoon  said  that  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  had  probably  stated,  with 
correctness,  the  general  principles  on  which  the 
House  usually  hold  themselves  bound  in  cases  of 
this  sort.  That  the  reason  why  they  usually  con- 
fine themselves  to  the  case  stated  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  on  the  specific  grounds  of  ob^ 
jection  which  had  been  laid  before  them  by  those 
who  came  forward  to  contest  the  election  of  a 
sitting  member,  was  from  a  principle  of  justice 
to  the  member  whose  seat  was  in  qnestion,  in 
order  that  be  might  not  be  surprised  by  objections 
which  he  could  nave  bad  no  fair  opportunity  to 
meet ;  but  as  this  rale  was  adopted  only  from  a 
regard  to  the  rights  of  the  sitting  member,  it  could 
not  surely  be  improper  for  the  House  to  depart 
from  it,  when  they  lud  the  consent  of  that  mem- 
ber to  do  so.  What  was  the  state  of  the  case  now 
before  the  House?  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont states,  in  lus  place,  that  he  had  been  inform- 
ed from  a  source  which,  in  bis  mind,  entitled  it 
to  credit  that  a  fact  existed  in  relation  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  who  claimed  a  seat,  which 
was  not  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  bat  which  would  have  a  governing  in- 
fluence in  determining  the  right  of  the  member  to 
retain  his  seat.  This  fact  was  denied  by  tbe  lat- 
ter, and  an  inquiry  into  the  troth  of  it  was  soli- 
cited by  him.  Certainly,  then,  the  House  could 
not  do  justice  either  to  tnemselves  or  the  sitting 
member,  without  giving  an  opportunity  for  such 
inquiry ;  and  if  there  was,  as  had  been  suggested, 
any  departure  from  the  customary  course  of  pro* 
eeeding  in  the  mode  proposed  by  Uie  gentleman, 
from  Vermont,  it  was  with  the  consent  and  desire ' 
of  all  the  parties  concerned,  and  it  was  a  well 
known  and  correct  maxim  that  consent  took  away 
error ;  he  was,  therefore,  in  favor  of  the  motion 
now  before  the  Committee. 

After  some  observations  from  Messrs.  CttrmcT 
and  Lton  in  favor  of  tbe  rising  of  the  Committee, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Lvon  observed  that 
sixteen  months  had  elapsed,  in  which  time,  had 
there  been  truth  in  the  report,  the  opponents  of 
the  sitting  member  would  hare  collected  evidence 
in  proof  of  it,  and  would  have  come  forward  on 
tbat  ground  to  contest  his  election — 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  tbat  the  name  of  Mr.  M«h 
roe  being  mentioned  on  this  floor  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Est,)  in  order,  he  pre* 
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■anwd,  to  bar*  some  beaiiog  on  tbU  qaestion,  or 
to  make  some  irapressioo  oo  this  House,  be  deem- 
ed it  proper  ia  bim  to  state  a  fact.  Wbea  Mr. 
Monroe  was  ia  ibis  city,  said  Mr.  I  hadacoo- 
reraatiog  witb  him  oa  this  subject,  ia  which  he 
stated  that,  while  in  Loadoo,  be  received  one  or 
more  letters  requestiog  bim  to  make  an  ioquiry 
ai  the  proper  office  relative  (o  Mr.  Kj»t*b  situa- 
tion wilb  the  British  Gorernineai ;  but  eoasidcr- 
ing  it  not  withio  his  official  duties,  and  for  rea- 
aons  coDelutire  ia  bis  judffaieot,  be  declined  so  to 
do :  that  he  never  did  make  the  inquiry,  and  was 
totally  UDinformed  on  the  subjecL  Mr.  D.  said, 
he  hu  thought  it  due  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  to  jus- 
tice to  make  this  statement,  lest  an  errooeoos  im- 
pression  should  be  made  on  the  House. 

Messrs.  DesHA,  Sloan,  Gaboenisb,  Rhea,  and 
Holland,  supported  the  motion  for  the  rising  of 
the  Committee,  that  an  investigatiua  might  be 
bad  to  do  away  anfarorable  impreasions  from  the 
existing  report  to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Kur. 

Mr.  Oabdehieb  contended  that  every  person 
was  eligible  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  except  ex- 
pressly disqualified  by  the  ConstitaUoa.  Now, 
there  was  aothing  in  the  Constitution  which  dis- 
qualified a  person  from  being  elected  a  member 
on  account  of  his  leceiring  a  penuon  from  a  for- 
eign QoreromeDl :  so  that,  even  were  the  report 
correct,  it  was  not  connected  with  the  matter  un- 
der coQsideratioD  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
vhich  simply  was,  whether  Mr.  Kjst  was  duly 
elected.^  With  regard,  however,  to  the  ieetiogs 
and  prejudices  of  genilemea,  he  should  vote  for 
the  rising  of  the  Committee,  because,  though  the- 
oretically right,  he  might  be  wrong,  and  perhaps 
he  oDgbt  not  always  to  adhere  too  closely  to  cor- 
rect principles. 

At  this  point  the  Committee  rose,  and  had  leare 
to  sit  again. 

FaiDAT  Jannary  82. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mabhadukb  Williahs, 

BeMolved,  Thata  committee  beappointed  toin- 
^nire  iato  the  expediency  of  passiog  a  law  to  pun- 
ish any  person  holding  an  omce  ofprofit  or  trust, 
either  civil  or  military,  under  the  Government  oi 
the  United  States,  who  shall  receive  money,  or 
accept  of  any  present,  emolument,  office,  or  title, 
from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State,  without 
-the  consent  of  Congress;  and  that  they  hare  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Oraered,  That  Mr.  Maemadoke  Wiluahs, 
Mr.  LtvEBMOBB,  Mr.  TB0DP,Mr.  Jobn  Mohbow, 
Mr.  Daniel  MoNTGOHBBY,Mr.  DDBELL,and  Mr. 
¥ah  Hobn,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridn  over  the 
river  Potomac,  within  the  Disuiet  of  Columbia," 
with  several  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
piittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  report  the  Commit- 
tee of  Eleettotts,  relative  to  the  electiMi  of  Philip 
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B.  Key.   After  some  timeepent  therein  the  Com- 
mittee ro&e,  and  were  refused  leave  to  sit  again. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
dtscha^d  from  farther  comaderatioo,  and  that 
the  saia  report  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  ' 
of  Elections,  farther  to  consider  and  report  tluere- 
on  to  the  House. 

THEMILmA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clat,  the  Hotise  went  into 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  classing 
the  militia.  Mr.  Glat's  motion  for  filling  the 
blank  with  "  tweniy-itx"  being  yet  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  fill  it  with  "twenty-  ' 
nine"  years.   Negatived — yeas  5. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Clat^ 
motion  and  carried,  41  to  36. 

Mr.  SooTHASn  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section,  (virtuallv  to  reject  the  bill,)  in  order  to 
try  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  principle  of  clas- 
sification. 

Messrs.  Holland,  Nicholab,  Macon,  Cuit, 
and  Cbandubb,  supported  the  general  principle 
of  classification }  Messrs.  Sodtbabs,  Kbllt,  Tall- 
M  ADOB,  and  ^iHcy^  o^;xHed  it. 

When  the  Committee  rose  without  taking  the 
question,  and  the  House  adjourned  till  Abmday. 

Monday,  January  25. 

Mr.  Gbobqe  W.  Campbell,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  making 
appropriatioos  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  ttw 
United  States,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight;  which  was  read  twice  aod 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Wed- 
nesday next. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  the  House 
do  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  erection  <tf  a  bridge  over 
the  river  Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Coliua- 
bia;"  and  the  question  being  tak«i  iherenpoo, 
it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  and  amendments 
do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh,  from  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures,  made  a  report  unfavorable  to 
the  memorial  of  the  first  and  second  chambers  of 
the  Council  of  the  City  of  Washington,  slating 
tbatthefees  of  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Geo^e- 
town,  at  present  including  Washington,  do  not 
sufficiently  compensate  him,  inasmuch  as  he  now 
receives  $200  annually  in  addition  from  the  pub- 
lic Treasury ;  for  which  reason  they  have  thoi^ht 
theprayer  for  the  establishment  trf  a  port  oi  eotrj 
at  Wasniogtout  unreasonable.— Ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table,  46  to  36. 

Mr.  Cbandlbb  said,  be  wished  to  propose  a 
resoUttion  relating  to  tiie  pay  and  emoluments  of 
the  militia  of  the  Uiuted  States  when  called  into 
actual  service.  The  law  at  present  existing  om. 
this  subject  provided  that  the  pay  and  elotfaiBg 
of  the  militia  when  called  into  actual  servioa 
should  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  ragnlai  acmr. 
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Id  the  hws  reUtin  to  the  regfular  armjr,  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  havioc  io  their  pay  no  officer  higher 
ia  rank  than  a  Brigadier  Geaeral,  there  was  no 
prorision  for  compensation  of  a  Major  General 
whea  called  into  service,  or  for  a  Brigade  Inspector 
or  Quartermaster  Qeneral.  He,  therefore,  mored 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
and  Messrs.  Chandler,  Tallmadqe,  J.  Smith, 
ft-ouKT,  and  DesHA,  appointed  the  committee: 

Maobedf  That  a  eomtnittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
wfaetfaer  anj,  and,  if  any,  what  altorationi  are  neces- 
■aiy  to  be  msde  in  the  law  priding  for  the  p«y  and 
clothing  of  the  militia  of  the  United  Statea  when  called 
imo  actoal  serrkc^  snd  tiiat  Uwf  hltve  leaTe  to  report 
tyVSlttt  otherwise. 

KAYAL  EBTABLZSHMBNT. 

Hr.  Dawboh,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
naolatioa  on  the  subject  bad  been  referred,  report- 
ed a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  employ  an 
additional  number  of  seamen  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates. — Read  twice  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DiwaoN  said,  he  need  not  impress  upon 
the  BoQse  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  passage  of 
this  bill,  as  there  were  many  seamen  DouT  out  of 
employ,  and  sereral  gunboats  as  yet  unmanned; 
be,  therefore,  moved  that  it  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  this  day.  The  motioD  was  seconded 
by  Mr.  Newton.   Agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DawsoNj  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  for  classing  of  the  militia 
was  postponed ;  and  the  House  went  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  yeas  72,  on  the  bill  this  day 
reported  anthorizing  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  seamen. 

A  letter  was  offered  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kavy,  and  read,  stating  that  the  whole  number  of 
seamen  authorized  by  the  law  amoDDts  to  1,425; 
that  1^373  are  requitM  in  addition  to  the  present 
establishment. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  for  the  number  to  be 
employed  was  then  filled  with  1,272,  without  a 
division. 

The  Inll  was  gone  through,  and  the  question 
pat  that  the  Committee  rise  and  report  it. 

Mr.  Macon. — It  may  be  necessary  to  raise 
these  men;  but  there  is  a  principle  contained  in 
Ais bill  to  which  lean  never  consent.  It  gives 
the  President  a  discretionary  power;  he  mayor 
Bwy  not  raise  these  seamen  as  he  pleases.   I  ob- 

fet  to  it  on  another  ground;  it  is  a  partial  bill, 
always  consider  the  President  as  required  to 
got  sneli  a  law  as  this  into  operation  when  he  is 
asthorized  to  do  it;  and  I  wish  the  law  to  be  ez- 
prtsaiTe  of  the  intention. 

Mr.  Cbahdlbr. — I  hare  no  objection  to  leave 
tte  Pfcsideni  to  raise  these  men  according  to  the 
CDfCMy  of  the  times;  but  I  object  to  their  being 
eoaliaoed  in  service  for  a  longer  time  than  until 
the  Beit  session  of  Congress.  They  should  be 
eontinaed  in  service  as  long  as  the  exigency  of 
Ac  case  may  require^  or  till  the  end  of  the  next 
season  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Nbwton  differed  with  the  gentleman  from 
North  Car(^ina  on  this  subject;  as  the  same 


phraseology  had  been  established  in  the  laws 
neretofore  passed  on  this  sabject. 

Mr.  Dawson. — I  ai^  not  acmpulous  as  to  tha 
particnkr  form ;  nor  is  it  material ;  my  object  h 
to  procure  seamen  at  this  particniar  moment; 
The  committee  did  not  consider  the  employment 
of  these  men  as  an  addition  to  the  peace  estab^ 
lishment  of  the  United  States,  as  the  genttemaa 
from  North  Carolina  seemed  to  consider  it.  If 
the  gentleman  wishes  to  add  them  to  the  Nand 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,  his  motion 
might  be  necessary ;  hot  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mittee was  different,  they  considered  it  as  a  wat 
measure. 

Mr.  Macon. — There  is  not  the  least  fear  that  I 
shall  ever  wishtoiocreaseourNavalEstablisbmenf. 
Everybody  knows  that  l  am  opposed  to  the  nary: 
I  am  not  afraid  of  being  called  a  navy  man.  1 
am  aware  that  this  phraseology  bas  been  used  in 
former  laws}  it  originated  with  the  twelve  regi- 
ments. I  was  then  opposed  to  it,  and  have  been 
ever  since,  and  ever  shall  Be.  I  am  for  giving  to 
each  department  its  propershareof  responsibility. 
To  prevent  this  from  being  considered  as  a  part 
of  the  Peace  Establishment,  if  my  amendment 
takes  place,  it  will  be  easy  to  say  at  the  end  of 
the  biU  that  it  is  a  war  measore.  My  objection 
is  to  the  potting  that  responsibility  on  the  Presi- 
dent which  belongs  to  another  department  of  tbft 
Government.  Every  President  may  raise  this 
number  of  men  under  the  law;  I  cannot  (ell  what 
may  happen.  I  do  not  want  a  Naval  EstaMish- 
ment ;  but  I  am  opposed  to  giving  to  the  President 
the  power  of  raising  an  army  m  marines,  or  of 
any  description  whatever,  with  a  diseretiooary 
power  to  raise  them  or  not,  I  wish  to  say  abso^ 
lately  that  they  shall  or  shall  not  be  raised;'  and 
that  Congress  may  say  whether  or  not  ibe  public 
exigency  requires  their  service.  This  discretion 
ia  what  I  have  always  thought  wrong;  and  no 
argument  has  ever  convinced  my  mind  to  the 
contrary. 

Mr.  Dana. — The  ar^ment  of  the  gentleman 
ftom  North  Carolina  might  have  answered  several 
years  back  much  better  than  at  the  present  time: 
such  arguments  were  then  nsed.  For  several 
years  past,  however,  such  arguments  have  not 
been  urged  according  to  former  practice,  when  it 
was  Terr  strenuously  urged  that  a  discretionary 
power  snould  not  be  vested  in  the  Prendent  of 
the  United  States.  The  gentleman  was  pretty 
correct  about  the  origin  of  the  practice ;  bat  realty 
it  has  been  confirmed  so  often  since,  that  ft  has 
now  received  the  strangest  sanctiona.  1  think  I 
have  heard  the  gentleman  himself  lay  it  down  W 
a  correct  prinei^e,  that  two  decisions  form  a  pre- 
cedent in  any  ease.  Since  1801.  there  have  beea 
more  than  two  decisions  on  this  point:  so  that 
the  gentleman  must  consider  it  correct  in  practice 
if  not  in  theory.  When  we  come  to  examine  the 
subject,  we  shall  find  it  to  be  correct  on  principle! 
If  it  be  decided  by  the  Legislature  that  cerfain 
troops  shall  be  raised,  it  is  either  decided  that 
under  present  circumstances  they  may  be  raised, 
or  that  under  a  certain  contingency  they  may  be 
raised.   The  execution  of  such  a  law  is  nccessartty 
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eoramitted  to  the  Bzecntire  aathority.  It  U  a 
fair  exercise  of  our  powers  to  say  that  such  a 
thing  shall  be  dooe  under  such  circumstances,  and 
wheneTeran  authority  is  gtvea  it  is  in  this  dis- 
cretionary manner.  We  give  the  President  a  full 
power  to  carry  the  law  into  effect  or  abstain  from 
It,  if  he  chooses.  In  manjr  cases  it  may  not  be 
proper  to  say  that  the  President  should  or  should 
not  abstain  from  the  execution  of  the  law.  Erery 
species  of  military  or  naval  force  is  but  an  instru- 
meot  for  executing  the  laws.  The  authority  given 
to  the  President  in  this  case  is  not  a  general  dele- 
gation of  power  but  merely  entrusting  bim  with 
an  instrument  for  the  execution  of  our  general 

2 stem  of  laws ;  for  br  the  Constttatiim  he  is  aa- 
orized  to  take  care  toat  the  laws  be  execut^  bjr 

Gaceable  means  if  they  can ;  but  if  not,  by  forci- 
e  means.  The  whole  force  of  the  nation  is 
sometimes  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  laws ; 
we,  therefore,  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Presi- 
dent the  whole  force  of  tbe  country,  at  the  same 
time  saying  that,  if  he  does  not  want  the  whole, 
he  may  abstain  from  using  it,  or  take  but  a  part. 
It  is  well  known  that  we  hare  given  the  President 
authority  even  to  suspend  laws.  For  instance, 
the  DOD-importation  law,  over  which  we  have 
stumbled  so  often — even  this  law  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  authorized  to  suspend  the 
mgment  w«  passed  it 

Mr.  Macon.— One  word  in  reply.  I  think  it 
very  likely  that  I  may  hare  suted  what  the  gen- 
tleman has  ascribed  to  me— that  I  consider  two 
decisions  as  forming  a  precedent.  That  is  true 
as  to  ordinary  matters,  out  never  on  a  Constitu- 
tional question.  The  passage  of  twenty  sedition 
laws  would  not  etmrioce  me  that  it  was  a  Con- 
stitutional exercise  of  power  to  pass  such  laws; 
nor,  I  suppose,  if  we  were  to  repeal  twenty  judi- 
ciary laws,  would  the  gentleman  from  Coonectl- 
eut  allow  that  we  acted  Constitutionally  in  so 
doing.  Precedent  caonot  affect  the  ooostruciion 
of  the  Constitution.  I  have  no  expectation  that 
this  force  is  intended  to  affect  the  execution  of  the 
laws }  sQch  arrangement  would  be  as  well  applied 
to  a  standing  army  of  100,000  men,  or  to  a  navy 
of  fifty  shifw-of-the-liDe,  as  to  these  twelve  hun- 
dred sailors.  This  is  a  subject  on  which  I  have 
often  stated  my  opinion,  and  I  may  also  tell  gen- 
tlemen that  I  never  have  foand  a  majority  of  the 
sane  opinion  with  myself  on  this  point ;  but  as 
olten  as  a  measure  of  this  kind  comes  before  u^ 
ao  oAen  shall  I  make  m  similar  motion,  till  I 
succeed. 

Mr.  Dana.— I  am  very  glad  that  I  referred  to 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, for  the  sake  of  the  nice  though  just  distinc- 
tion he  has  made,  though  1  do  not  recollect  that 
the  geotleman^s  definition  of  precedent  occurred 
on  a  Constitutional  question,  but  on  the  subject 
of  claims;  for  on  that  subject  the  gentleman  is 
peculiarly  orthodox.  It  is  competent  for  any  gen- 
tleman to  cVl  in  question  the  constitutionality  of 
m  measure;  thougn  I  rather  think  the  gentleman 
must  now  have  the  misfortune  of  being  in  the 
mioority.  Of  late  he  has  generally  been  in  the 
mejority,  and  I  in  the  minority;  but  now  the 
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practice  is  coming  round  to  its  former  standard, 
and  i  shall  be  in  the  majority,  and  he  In  the  mi- 

nority. 

Mr.  Shilib. — This  is  a  subject  which  has  here- 
tofore been  warmly  agitated.  Taking  the  subject 
as  it  presents  itself,  I  think  one  reason  why  dis- 
cretionary powers  should  be  vested,  ia  some  iik- 
Btances,  in  Bzecutive  officers,  is,  that  Legislatures 
cannot  see  what  events  may  arise  during  the  time 
of  their  recess.  Would  it  be  better  for  tne  people 
and  the  country  to  pass  this  law  absolutely,  that 
these  seamen  shall  be  raised,  when  we  not 
know  the  ciroumstances  whicn  may  arise,  or  that 
the  situation  of  our  country  may  be  such  as  to 
render  such  a  force  neeessasyl  On  the  other 
hand,  may  it  not  he  necessary  for  them  to  be  rais- 
ed while  the  Legislature  is  not  in  session?  I 
should  be  sorry,  if  there  were  no  necessity,  that 
ihey  should  be  raised ;  if  there  were  a  necessity, 
I  should  regret  that  they  were  not  raised.  The 
Constitution  does  not  restrict  us  on  this  point,  or 
contain  any  provision  one  way  or  the  other;  but, 
in  point  of  economy  and  safety,  the  measure 
should  be  placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Mr.  Lyon  said,  he  expected  to  be  in  the  minor- 
ity on  this  question,  as  he  had  all  along  been,  on 
the  subject  of  complimenting  the  President  with 
the  powers  vested  in  Congress.  The  Constitution 
had  placed  the  power  in  Congress,  of  declaring 
war,  raiuog  and  supporting  armies,  and  providing 
for  the  maintaining  a  navy.  He  had,  under  the 
former  Adoaioisiration,  opposed  the  relinquish- 
ment of  those  powers  to  the  President,  on  Con- 
stitutional ground.  The  Republicans  universally 
opposed  the  relinquishment ;  he  saw,  and  lament- 
ed to  see,  a  strong  disposition  in  the  Republican 
majority  of  the  present  House,  to  yield  thOM 
powers  particularly  delegated  to  Congress,  and  to 
compliment  the  Executive  department  of  the 
Qovemmeot,  as  he  ever  did  in  the  Federal  ma- 
jority, under  the  former  Administration.  This 
he  considered  as  another  proof,  among  the  many 
he  bad  seen,  that  power  makes  men  Tories.  Ma- 
jorities will  have  an  idol,  to  whom  they  will  par 
their  adulation.  But,  why  do  gentlemen  contend 
for  paying  this  compliment  of  their  Constitutional 
powers  at  this  time,  when  there  was  the  most 
evident  necessity  for  employing  the  seamen  con- 
templated by  the  bill  ?  If  there  was  ao  other  rea- 
son, be  should  be  disposed  to  employ  tfaem  during 
the  lime  of  the  embargo,  to  keep  them  from  ^ing 
to  Nova  Scotia,  to  get  into  the  British  service. 

Mr.  L.  did  not  blame  the  Federalists  for  adher- 
ing to  their  old  principles.  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  baa  felicitated  himself  in  having  a 
majority  under  the  former  Administration  on 
these  questions,  and  exalted  in  being  now  in  the 
majority.  This  was  not  to  he  wondered  at.  But, 
said  Mr.  L.,  it  does  not  sit  very  well  on  my  mind  to 
see  gentlemen,  with  whom  I  formerly  voted  on 
thid  great  Constitutional  principle  tuniing  their 
back  upon  their  old  arguments  andprinci^es.  I 
want  to  see  gentlemen  stick  to  their  text,  in  flue 
weather  as  in  £du1. 

Mr.  Cook  said  that,  in  many  cases,  a  limited 
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dt^Rtioa  must  devolre  upon  the  Eieeutire.  Id 
maof  cases,  be  had  voted  for  vestiog  discretiooa- 
Tj  power*,  and  ia  do  case  had  ther  been  exceed- 
ed. The  reason  why  he  secondea  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was,  that 
ikne  was  an  immedtate  necessity  for  raising 
Ikme  men,  not  only  to  guard  and  protect  the 
coodtryt  bat  to  employ  to  many  men  oat  of  ser- 
Tic*.  li  was  not  necessary  that  he  should  here 
aay  aayihing  of  the  state  of  the  minds  of  those 
men.  which  was  such  at  to  make  it  necessary  that 
tbcy  should  be  employed. 

Mr.  HoLLAKD^The  i»tsrat  question  is  to  raise 
mtyi  Tor  manning  the  gunboats,  as  X  undmtand 
it  We  hare,  this  very  session,  passed  a  law  giv- 
in;  the  Preaident  a  discretionary  power  to  build 
fuboau ;  if  the  erecrion  o(  tfete  gunboats  is  at 
bis  diseretioD,  certainly  the  raisiBg  of  men  to  mao 
tkem  should  also  be  discretionary. 

The  amendment  proposed  bvMr.  Maoon  was 
DOW  negatived  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Mr.  Chahdler  mored  to  strike  ont  the  words 
at  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  insert  "  and  may  be 
continned  in  service  till  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
stoD  of  GoQgress,  if  the  public  exigeaey  may  re- 
quire the  same." 

Mr.  Rasa,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  a  dirision 
of  the  qnestioa,  taking  it  first  on  striking  out. 

The  question  being  so  taken,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Tatlob  asked  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee whether  there  were  not  ia  the  statute  book 
regfvlations  for  the  employment  of  these  peamen? 
He  thoaght  the  Government  shoold  be  authorized 
to  employ  these  men.  not  only  on  board  gunboats 
or  other  vessels,  but  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  for- 
lifieatioD^  or  in  other  basioess.  He  believed,  un- 
Icas  some  rule  were  now  adopted,  that  they  could 
only  be  employed  in  the  line  (tf  duty  as  seamen. 
In  some  of  the  seaport  towns,  the  puUio  authori- 
ties ImuI  employed  seamen  in  other  buioess  than 
tbe  aiere  service  of  the  sea. 

Mr.  Dawboii  said,  these  seamen  were  intended 
to  be  placed  in  the  same  situation  as  other  sea- 
men of  the  United  States.  If  the  gentleman 
wished  to  render  them  liable  to  duty  other  than 
on  board  of  ships,  he  might  briag  in  a  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  the  present  naval  system. 

The  Committee  uen  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended. 

The  qnestion  being  put  on  concurring  with  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  for  filliag 
the  blank  with  lS72-~ 

Mr.  Bdkwbll  hoped  the  House  would  disagree 
to  the  number  reported  by  the  Committee.  He 
huad  beard  nothing  from  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee, or  the  gentlemen  who  bad  spoken  on  the 
si^ject,  to  prove  to  his  mind  that  this  number 
was  necessary.  The  gentlemen  had  talked  about 
giving  them  employment  and  subsistence,  as  tbey 
sttSncd  oiaterially  from  the  embargo.  Mr.  B. 
aaii  it  was  the  same  with  every  class  of  citizens, 
ud  as  the  necessity  of  the  case  had  required  the 
adopiioa  of  the  measure,  it  ought  to  affect  all 
equally.  They  should  not  employ  these  men 
■amy  for  the  sake  o£  «iii|dpyiQg  tkem,  becauK 
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they  could  find  occupation  in,,  various  other 
modes.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  bad 
mentioned  that  these  men  should  be  employed  in 
throwing  up  fortifications.  Mr.  B.  said,  whoever 
knew  the  life  of  a  seaman,  must  know  at  ooea 
that  this  was  not  the  class  of  men  to  be  employed 
in  this  war,  if  it  were  necessary}  me  miluoa  of 
dollars  had  been  already  appropriated,  and  Gov- 
ernment would  employ  such  men  in  the  aceom- 
ptisbmant  of  the  end  as  would  be  the  most  proper. 
He  could  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  they 
were  to  relieve  this  particular  class  of  men,  b^ 
cause  they  might  suffer  by  the  embargo.  All 
must  suffer,  but  they  not  more  than  others.  If 
the  gentleman  who  bad  introduoed  the  bill  would 
show  that  thi^  number  of  seamen  were  necessary, 
in  addition  to  the  present  number,  be  would  vote 
for  the  bill,  but,  until  tbe  gunboats  were  built,  ha 
saw  no  reason  for  employing  such  an  additioital 
number.  With  respect  to  the  employment  of 
seamen,  all  the  corporatioae  in  tbe  different  sea- 
port towns  had  shows  a  disfKMition  to  provide  for 
them,  and  to  ameliorate  their  eonditioD.  He  did 
not  believe  tbat,  in  the  five  or  six  weeks,  since  the 
imposition  of  the  embar^  that  so  muoh  distress 
could  prevail  among  this  olass  of  people.  He 
knew,  from  the  nature  of  their  habits,  that  they 
were  not  generally  prudent  men ;  but  he  thought 
it  hardly  possible  that  tbey  could  already  sufier  so 
much  inconvenience.  If  tbey  were  in  this  situ- 
ation, why  could  they  not  apply  to  the  various 
dock-vards  for  era{doyment7  Was  it  possiUe 
that  tbe  public  agenu  would  not  give  empwymeut 
in  preference  to  this  class  of  men?  If  they  did 
not,  they  would  deserve  public  reprobation.  For 
these  reasons,  he  hoped  tbe  House  would  not  agree 
to  tbe  number  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  if  bis  eoUeague  had  attend* 
ed  to  the  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navf , 
which  had  oeen  read,  he  would  have  mared  hm 
observations.  Tbe  Secretary  ^  tbe  Aary  had 
stated  that  thirty  gunboats  were  prepared  for  ser- 
vice, except  that  they  were  not  manaed,  and  out 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  was  the 
precise  number  of  seamen  wanting  for  service. 
Tbey  were  wanted  for  the  vessels  now  prepared 
for  the  defence  of  our  ports  and  harbors.  Ii  they 
were  wanted,  why  should  they  not  be  employed? 
They  were  told,  by  the  proper  authority,  that 
there  were  so  many  defieimt ;  let  them,  then,  he 
procured. 

Mr.  Mastebs  said,  he  would  much  rather,  in- 
stead of  diminishing  tbe  number,  increase  it  to 
three  or  four  thousand.  These  men  were  a  valu- 
able class  of  people ;  when  in  employ,  exposed  to 
tbe  greatest  hardships,  forever  tossing  to  and  fra 
and,  when  out  of  emplmr,  from  the  peculiarity  of 
their  habits,  prevented  from  acquiring  alivelihood 
any  other  way.  His  opinion  was,  that  tbeir  situ* 
ation  at  this  time  required  that  they  should  be 
employed.  Tbey  were  a  distinct  class  of  citi»n% 
and,  more  than  any  other,  subject  to  the  pressure 
of  want  during  tbe  contiDuance  of  the  emba^fo. 
He  could  have  wished  the  number  to  have  beea 
larger,  though,  as  tbe  question  pow  presented 


Nmal  E$tablMmeiU. 


Digiiized  by 


1608 


160i 


H.  opR. 


itsfllf.  h«  ahoald  vole  for  concurmice  with  the 
nnmber  reported  by  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Danx  said,  if  be  usderstood  the  rcjport  of 
tliB  Seoretar^  of  tbe  Narr,  th«  estiiDate  lor  one 
thousand  two  hnodred  and  MTeotj-two  men,  was 
Uia  number  sapposcd  to  be  reqnind  for  two  frig^ 
ales  and  tbe  guaooats  alreadf  built.  Considering 
the  number  of  gunboatii  authorized,  he  should 
really  doubt  whether  two  ftigates,  with  then  men 
and  officers,  were  competent  to  take  care  of  the 

SonboBls.  Whether  it  were  intended  to  employ 
le  gunboats,  or  not,  if  tbe  c^ject  now  were  to 
save  from  perishing  such  a  number  of  seamen,  be 
was  much  disposed  to  pass  tbe  bill.  Tbe  case  of 
these  men  was  different  fVom  that  of  anjr  other 
in  the  United  States.  Tbe  qualities  whicK  fitted 
Aem  for  service  unfitted  them  for  taking  care  of 
themselves }  of  all  men  on  the  earth  they  were 
tbe  first  that  would  divide  tbeir  purses  with  those 
in  distress.  To  be  provident  and  savin|;  was  not 
their  character  J  wbea  called  to  public  servioe: 
they  exposed  their  Uvea  as  if  of  bo  worth }  always 
ready  to  give  away  what  little  they  had  earaetK 
It  was  for  these  men,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  you  pro- 
fessed to  have  laid  the  embe^,  to  secure  to  tbem 
protection.  Tbe  proteettoa  you  have  secured  is 
the  uHer  deprivation  of  employment.  Tbosa 
who  understood  the  character  of  a  seaman,  need 
not  be  told  how  peculiarly  difficult  it  was  for  him 
to  employ  himself  in  any  other  branch  of  labor. 
It  was  tme  that  many  of  the  men  employed  in 
merchant  vessels  contd  cultivate  land;  but,  as  it 
respected  the  freat  body  of  the  seamen,  it  was 
more  difficult  far  tbem  to  procure  employment, 
Hoept  on  board  of  a  vessel,  than  any  other  men. 
Their  very  habits  at  sea  were  not  favorable  to 
habits  of  iodastry  on  shorej  he  therefore  thought 
their  case  peonliarly  eatiUed  to  attention.  If  the 
corporations  of  our  cities  had  maailinRd  a  gen- 
erous attention  to  the  distresses  these  men,  he 
was  not  dispos<ed,  for  that  reason,  to  irithdraw 
from  tbem  any  means  of  support  whieh  it  might 
be  in  tbe  power  of  the  House  to  afford.  He 
thouffht,  with  an  overflowing  Treasury,  and  so 
much  solicitude  as  had  been  disi^ayed  for  the  in- 
terests of  these  men,  by  laying  the  embargo, 
that  it  was  but  right  that  the  House  should  ^o- 
-ride  them  erajrioyment,  on  the  principle  of  hu- 
tnantty. 

Mr.  Tatlok  said,  the  scope  of  the  ai^ament  of 
the  geotlemaa  who  introduced  the  tnU,  and  of  the 
gentleman  who  was  last  up,  was,  that  these  men 
were  in  distress,  and  therefore  should  be  em|)loyed. 
If  they  were  to  be  employed,  Mr.  T.  wished  it  to  be 
far  some  service.  As  to  their  being  confined, 
fmty  or  fifty  in  a  boat,  and  eating  up  the  monef 
of  the  planten,  who  saflfered  equally  with  them, 
he  ceom  not  agree  to  it.  Taking  it  up,  however, 
as  a  matter  of  charity,  it  was  contemplated  to  em- 
ploy one  thousand  two  hondred  smmen.  The 
seamen  of  the  United  States  amonnted  to  between 
fiftf  and  sixty  thousand.  Supi>ose  one-half  of 
these  to  be  employed  in  tbe  coasting  trade,  twen- 
ty-five tbotisand  remained ;  and  be  wished  to 
Know  whether  they  ought  to  select  twelve  hun- 
And  of  them,  and  leave  the  other  twentf-three  or 
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twentr-fooT  thousand  to  that  distress  whieh  had 
been  depicted.  If  it  were  a  matter  of  necesajty 
to  support  these  virtuous  people,  let  gendsmen 
come  lorwavd  and  drain  the  Trmstny  to  sapport 
tbem.  But  others  suffered  as  welt  as  sailors ;  and 
if  they  were  to  support  all  Who  were  out  of  em* 
fioy,  they  would  not  leave  a  cent  in  the  Treasu- 
ry. He  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  tbe  famous  gunbMt  bill }  this  was  said, 
by  its  advocates,  to  contemplate  a  great  superiori- 
ty of  the  new  wuMishment  over  the  old ;  that  it 
would  require  but  very  few  regulars,  the  rest  be>- 
ing  supplied  by  a  naval  militia.  We  bbw  hot 
and  cold,  said  Mr.  T.  We  depart  from  tbe  verv 
principle  laid  down,  on  the  passage  of  that  oiU, 
and  are  now  going  to  raise  a  naval  standing  army, 
for,  whether  by  sea  or  land,  it  is  a  standing  army. 
I  say  it  is  not  expedieot.  If  the  guoboau  were 
now  all  ready  for  service,  under  the  state  of  things 
which  now  exists,  1  should  not  be  in  favor  of  em- 
ploying more  men  ttaaa  would  be  *SQffieicnt  t9 
trim  the  boau  and  keep  them  in  order.  So  that, 
take  this  measure  on  principle,  it  appears  to  be 
departing  from  tbe  principle  on  which  we  set  out; 
and,  if  it  is  meant  to  be  done  in  charity,  it  is  doing 
nothing.  Therefore,  unless  gentlemen  can  show 
me  that  such  a  number  of  men  is  necessary  for 
taking  care  of  the  boats,  having,  at  tbe  same 
time,  an  eye  to  a  naval  militia,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  bill  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  Chandler  asked  for  what  purpose  tbe 
bill  contemplated  these  seamen  to  be  raised  7 

The  Speakeh  said,  for  the  service  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  Cbandler  said,  be  had  understood  that  to 
be  the  case,  and  wished  things  to  be  called  by 
their  proper  names.  He  thought,  as  this  was  the 
case,  that  these  men  were  to  be  raised  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  not  merely  for  the 
sake  of  supporting:  them,  as  gentlemen  seemed  to 
fancy.  This  nninber  was  declared  to  be  necessa- 
ry, and  was  only  contemplated  to  be  called  into 
service  if  the  public  exigency  required,  an4,  not 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Dawsoh  said  he  was  extremely  sorry  thttt 
he  could  not  express  himself  to  the  comprehen- 
sion of  gentlemen.  He  had  indeed  mentioned 
that  there  were  a  number  of  seamen  unemployed. 
He  had  given  it  as  a  reason  why  thst  number 
should  now  be  raised,  as  when  unemployed  they 
could  be  got  without  difficulty.  He  had  not  con- 
sidered the  bill  as  contemplated  to  afford  charity 
to  seamen ;  but  if  gentlemen  would  bring  forward 
a  motion  of  that  find,  he  would  go  as  far  as  any- 
body. But  the  present  bill  contemplated  no  saek 
thing;  the  &ct  was,  that  the  vessrls  now  buiU 
were  not  manned.  The  simple  question  ma, 
would  they,  or  would  they  not,  give  the  Qovera- 
ment  men  sufficient  to  man  these  vessels  for  ae- 
toal  service? 

Mr.  ^DiNCT  was  dad  that  the  motives  on  which 
the  bill  was  founded  had  been  explained,  for  realty 
be  had  not  been  able  before  disunctljr  to  ascertain 
them.  As  he  now  understood  the  object  of  it  waV 
that  the  vessels  now  lying  in  our  harbors  withom 
men  should  be  immediately  maiuwd.  Would  this 
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be  produced  by  th«bUt  OB  the  tftble  ?  Hettteogbt 
BQL  Hecoald  not  correctly  uaderstaod  the  ope- 
ntkii  of  the  bill,  for  it  had  been  read  bQt  once 
or  twice,  aod  thea  the  hearing  of  it  was  almoat 
fndoded  by  the  noue  and  inattention  which  pre- 
nded;  bat  it  did  i^pear  to  him  that  the  Presi- 
dnt  bad  not  any  ngbt  given  to  him  to  employ 
tbae  BKQ,  except  in  ease  of  an  exigency  ye{  to 
ame.  The  biU  did  jwt  contemplate  Uw  inune- 
diile  auuBg  of  til  the  reeMls ;  these  men  were 
■otto  be  raised  untesa  an  exifeoey  shonkl  arise. 
If  that  exigenoy  did  ^ist,  tb«  bill  shoalil  uke 
amy  the  dnentioD,  and  expreaa  affirmatively  thai 
lUs  iraiirim  abonld  be  raised. 

Mr.  NtosoiAS  saidt  that  upon  this  «ubjeot  be 
owed  it  to  bimaalf  to  lay,  that  he  had  enteitaioed 
teone  opiniOD.  He  had  believed  that  armiog 
iboaadoB,  and  bnng  prepared  for  war,  had  b«ea 
the  daty  of  this  House  and  of  the  other  biaach 
of  tbe  Ltt^datura  ever  aince  they  had  beea  con- 
Toed.  Not  that  i  want  war,  bat  that  if  it  cornea 
apOB  m  we  may  be  prepared  to  meet  it.  If  we 
wnt  peace,  live  oniy  way  to  obtaia  it  is  to  ahow 
that  we  ue  resdy  Cor  war.  Upon  this  ^ouod  I 
have  teen  anxious  to  see  the  nation  put  in  a  state 
o( defence.  If  all  the  ganboata  were  in  readiness 
to  receive  nea,  my  vote  thoold  be  given  without 
bMfiea  to  raiae  a  sufficient  aamb^  of  men  to 
naa  the  whole.  We  are  told  that  the  present 
wnber  is  wanted ;  I  will,  therefore,  vot«  for  it 
with  the  grealMt  chacrfulness.  I  wiab  more  could 
be  employed.  Whentrer  tbe  question  occurs  of 
idipriag  iboae  seamen  out  of  emdoy  and  in  dis- 
Mb,  I  will  meet  kwith  as  muth  liberality  as  any 
geatieman.  Tbe  only  question  now  is.  do  liie 
anauBBiaaeea  of  the  eountrv  require  (hat  we 
should  raise  this  number  1  I  oelieve  that  the  eir- 
cniBsianeea  of  the  country  require  that  we  should 
not  only  raise  seamea  bat  laaidameu.  Therefore, 
at  pnsmt,  I  shall  vote  fior  the  number  asked,  and, 
aaaooaasflaofe  boatc an  ready  my  vote abaU  be 
givea  for  mauaiaf .  ibain  as  iut  a*  they  can  be 
erected. 

After  a  farther  desultory  debate  (in  which  the 
Smxia  repeatedly  reminded  gentlemen  of  the 

rMioB  under  eoosiderttioa)  in  which  Messrs. 
OR,  Oaaanma,  LivBUioKfi,  Fiax,  DutA, 
&aa  of  PeiBsylvaiiia,  Smua,  and  TALLMADoa, 
tMkapen,aiid  ncweof  whtna  opposed  the  bill: 
Ur.  Taluudob  mafoi  that  the  farther  con- 
sidcsatiea  the  bill  be'poscpanad  till  to-morrow, 
tbtf  geatlenen  n%bt  have  aa  opportunity  of  fill- 
iw  it  with  a  amallar  or  jpreater  number. 

This  notion  was  opposed  by  Mcmts.  Dawbok, 
TIauoK,  aad  Tatlob,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
puu,  OuiifCT,  Blacklbdob,  Cook,  and  Danaj 
ih  the  eoorae  of  whiclt, 

Mr.  NiLsoM  wished  to  see  who  were  deairous 
of  ceaaaming  time  in  this  way,  who  were  in  favor 
of  amiag  the  nation,  and  who  against  it.  If  the 
docBflwau  bttfbrs  the  House  were  voluminons.  if 
ihc  btU  were  toa^,  or  if  there  were  any  difficulty 
in  ooderstandiDg  either,  he  should  be  willing  to 
poi^ione  in  or4ar  to  hav*  tl»m  printed.  Bat  the 
pldin  question  wo^  wbeihcr  would  they  w  wwM 
they  net,  enidor  1,378 eepMS  9  Erarhoarma 
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of  eoaseqacaee ;  ihey  could  now  get  men  for  five 
or  seven  dollars  per  month ;  but  if  they  waited 
till  these  men  could  get  employ  on  board  mer- 
chant ships  at  fifteen  dollars  a  month,  it  woald 
be  difficult  to  procure  them  for  Qatiooal  service. 
As  he  said  before,  be  was  desirous  to  see  who 
were  willing  to  arm  the  aatiou  and  who  were  not, 
and  therefore  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  oo 
tbe  motion  for  postponement. 

lit,  Dava.— Have  we  aa  enemy  at  onr  doors? 
Are  we  now  to  be  called  ioto  Intlle?  Is  ibera 
aajthing  new  whteh  ctAia  upon  us  partiealarly  at 
this  moment?  Shall  it  be  said,  those  who  widi 
to  postpone  thill  bill  till  to-morrow  are  not  ready 
to  provide  for  thedefeooeof  thecodntry?  Mr. 
D.  said  one  day  could  make  no  difiTerence.  Hear- 
ing this  bill  read  as  well  as  he  eould  from  tbe 
peculiar  difficulty  of  distinguishing  exactly  what 
was  said  in  this  splendid  structure,  he  understood 
it  as  pTOvidiog  for  means  of  defence,  or  as  pro- 
viding for  the  empteyment  of  such  a  number  of 
seamen  now  out  of  employ.  In  either  case  it  was 
not  an  improper  exercise  of  legislative  power,  and 
need  not  be  so  hastily  pushed  through  the  House,, 
there  being  nothing  contaiaed  ia  tne  bill  which 
forbade  the  usual  course  of  proceeding. 

Mr.  HoLLABW  moved  la  adjourn.  Negative, 
53  to  43. 

Mr,  QniHOT  supported  the  motidn  for  postptnw- 
nMBl,  cQoiending  that  iliey  were  now  legistatiog 
in  the  dark. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  the  molioa 
for  postponement,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
yens  51,  nays  64,  as  follows: 

TzAs— Evan  Alexander,  William  Bhddedge.  John 
Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Borwell,  Willian; 
Biitler,  EpaphnxIitOB  Champion,  Martin  Chtttendoif 
HoweU  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John. 
Davenport,  ir.>  Joseph  Pe^,  Daniel  M.  Dorell,  Jaa. 
Elliot,  WUhaai  Ely,  MeduKk  Fiankltn,  Baient  Gar- 
denier,  Chas.  Goldaborougfa,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Ed- 
win Gray,  WUIiam  Hoge,  Jamea  HoUand,  Beabuk 
Humphreys,  Robert  JenkiuB,  James  KeUj,  WilUam, 
Kirl^tiidk  joaei^  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  laoe  Lively 
more,  Matthew  Lyoo,  Danid  Montgomery,  Jan.,  Tbos. 
Hooie,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Timothy  Pitkin  jr.,  Josiah 
Qain^,  John  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Bow  an, 
John  Russell,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richud 
Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabec  Upham, 
IVicholas  Van  Dyke.  Robert  Wbitehill,  Mannadnke 
Williams,  and  Ridiard  Winn. 

Nixa— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Eaekiel  Bacon,  Josq>h 
BariLer,  Burwell  Baaeett,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  Th<mug 
Blount,  Joseph  Calbooo,  John  Chandler,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clcwtoo,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
siah Dean^  John  W.  Eppes,  WUIiam  Findley,  James 
Firit,  James  M.  Gamett,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris, 
John  Heister,  WUIiam  Helms,  David  Holmes,  Benja- 
min Howud,  Daniel  Diley,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  John  Lambert,  J(4in  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Jo^h  Masters,  WiUiam  McCreery, 
WilUuM  Mihtor,  Jdhn  Montgmnery,  Jeremiah  Menow, 
Oardon  8.  Momford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newb^ 
Thoma  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas.  Jehn  FortaT, 
John  PnjA,  Joha  Rhea  of  TennsMe,  Jaeob  Rfehacda, 
MatlUaa  mttmit,  flhnaet  Khar,  EbmsMi  Sawnr, 
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D«nnu  Smelt,  Jobn  Smilie,  J«dedi»h  K.  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Ciement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  J<Aq  Taylor, 
John  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Geoige  M.  Troup, 
James  I.  Van  Allen,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C. 
Terplanck,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Alexander  Wilson,  and 
James  Witherell. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Negatived,  65  to  49. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurrence 
with  the  nomber,  "  twelve  baodred  and  seventv- 
two,"  reported  by  the  CommiUee  of  ibe  Whole, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  106,  nays 
10,  as  follows : 

YxAB — Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Esakiel 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnnrell  Bassett, 
WUllun  W.  Bibb.  Williwn  BlacUedge,  Thos.  Blonnt. 
John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  John  Chandler, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  How- 
ell Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  Dawson,  Josiah 
Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  James  Elliot, 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findln,  Jaa. 
FiA,  Ifesback  FrsnUin,  Barent  Gardenier,  Frsnds 
Gardner,  Charies  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
baiab  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  John  Heister,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin 
Howatd,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Bdey,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  James 
Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpatriek,  Nehe- 
miab  Knight,  JtAn  Lambert^  Joseph  I^wis,  jr.,  Edw. 
St.  Loe  Livennoie,  John  hon,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert 
Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  William 
Milnor,  Jphn  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jobn  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moeely,  Gordon  S. 
Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
John  Porter,  John  Pngh,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Russell, 
Ebeneter  Seaver,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jcdin 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Sonih- 
ard,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Stnr- 
ges,  Peter  Swart,  Sainnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez 
trpham,  James  L  Van  Allen,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Home,  Daniel  C.  Veiplanck,  Jesse : 
Wharton,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alex-  : 
ander  Wilson,  Ricbsrd  Winn,  and  James  Witherell. 

Nats — James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  William 
H<^,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Daniel  Montgomery,  Jobn 
Randolph,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Tay- 
lor, and  Abram  Trigg. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  clause  restricting  the  continuance  of  the 
law  for  a  longer  time  than  till  the  first  day  of 
JuIt  next,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  T.  said,  as  in  the  course  of  discussion  the 
naval  militia  had  been  considered  as  an  object 
likely  to  be  accomplished,  and  as  be  considered 
the  bill  as  it  now  stood  as  compromittiog  this 
principle,  which  had  been  avowed  by  many  gen- 
tlemen in  a  discussion  of  a  former  subject,  and  as 
he  conceived  it  necessary  to  give  to  the  people 
some  pledge  that  the  boats  would  be  manned  as 
ex^eted,  be  bad  proposed  this  limiution.  it 
might  be  said  that  the  limitation  abould  nof  be  ao 
DBabieted}  that  it  ahonld  extend  lutil  the  nui 


J&NDART, 1808. 


meeting  of  Congress ;  but  he  would  not  compro- 
mit  his  principle  for  a  year.  Tilt  the  1st  of  June 
would  be  time  sufficient  in  which  to  organize  the 
marine  militia.  Although  there  appeared  to  be  a 
great  majority  in  favor  of  this  bill,  it  would,  as  it 
□Dw  stood,  compromit  <he  principle  on  wbicli 
they  bad  lately  acted.  If  he  were  but  permitted 
to  read  the  speeches  of  geatlemeQ  on  the  gunboat 
system,  be  could  satisfactorily  prove  this.  He 
was  desiroQs,  not  for  himself,  for  he  ahonld  Toce 
oiHisistently,  but  that  the  bodr  dionld  bold  oat  to 
the  nation  the  gronnd  on  which  they  acted. 

Mr.  NsLsoir  Wished,  npon  the  subject  of  eon- 
sistency^  that  the  sins  of  every  man  shonld  lie 
upon  his  own  head.  If  he  gave  an  iucoDsistent 
vote,  he  should  never  ask  bis  friend  from  South 
Caroliaa  to  come  forward  and  account  for  it;  he 
had  no  doubt  hot  those  who  elected  him,  the  ao- 
perior  power,  woald  punish  him  if  he  deserved  it 
A  m^ority  of  the  House  bad  thou^t  proper  to 
vote  for  the  Dumber  of  1,272;  they  bad  thought 
it  necessary  as  the  country  was  in  a  dangerooa 
situation,  perhaps  on  the  ere  of  war ;  they  a\d  not 
know  bow  soon  these  seamen  might  be  wanted 
to  defend  the  nation.  Did  any  gentleman  sup- 
pose that  if  we  are  to  have  war,  itv  force  will  be 
spent  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  at  that 
time  we  may  be  in  the  same  aitnatioa  In  whicJi 
we  now  find  ourselves.  I  trust  no  gentlenuB, 
who  is  a  fViend  to  the  measure,  will  vote  for  thm 
genllemah's  motion.  I  wottld  ralhernegativ*  th« 
bill  altogether  than  say  that  a  defensive  mensan 
shall  exist  but  four  or  five  months.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  amend  his  motion  so  as  to  extend  the 
duration  of  the  bill  to  the  end  of  the  next  seasion 
of  Congress,  or  till  the  first  of  January,  instead  of 
July,  I  will  vote  for  the  amendment  with  all  my 
heart  and  soul.  I  have  as  tittle  disposition  to 
erect  a  standing  army  of  large  naval  foree  aa  any 
gentleman ;  but  as  this  is  a  measure  of  relief  to 
seamen  out  of  employ  on  the  ooe  hand,  and  of 
defence  on  the  other,  1  shall  vote  for  it. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  carried. 


ToBBDAT,  January  26. 
Mr.  MimroRn  presented  a  nemorial  nf  suadiy 
merchants  and  shippers  in  the  City  and  State  oC 
New  York,  which  waa  received  and  read,  stating 
the  losses  and  ineonvenieooes  to  which  the  lae- 
morialists  will  be  subjected,  in  oousequenee  of 
the  operation  of  an  act  passed  daring  the  prescttt 
session  of  Conn-ess,  "laying  an  embai^o  on  all 
ships  and  ressefs  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States and  praying  that  an  exteusioa  of* 
time  may  be  granted  to  them  for  the  payment  of 
their  bonds  for  duties  oo  merchandise  imported 
by  them ;  and  that  such  measures  may  b«  aaoiit«d 
as  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  may  deen  ;Hroper, 
to  prevent  toe  memorialists  from  being  deprived 
of  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  the  exportation  of 
the  same.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Coift* 
meree  and  Manufaeiurea. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Jbrbhiab  Mouow,  the  Con- 
mittee  on  the  Pnblie  Lands  were  tnatruied  to  in- 
quire iatn  the  expedienoy  of  eztmbnc  thn  tia« 
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for  Ue  Uraiag  and  kieatiiig  of  mititarir  land  irar- 
nui;  aad  t^t  they  report  by  hill,  or  otfaenrite. 
Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Findi^t. 
Saolved,  That  an  AMisiaot  Clerk  be  appointed 
hfOiit  House,  who,  during  the  necessary  abseace, 
ariD  case  of  the  death  of  the  Ctoflc  of  the  House, 
■ball  perform  the  dstioa  of  the  said  Clerk ;  and 
fiir  the  fiuthful  parformance  of  aaeh  daties,  ahall 
be  ac«HutabIe  to  Uie  Hooae. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Gaunu, 
Stuived,  That  the  Secrat«rjr  of  Slate  be  di- 
Rcied  to  lay  before  this  Hooae  a  list  of  the  names 
aid  places  of  abode  of  persona  who  have  invented 
uy  new  or  useful  art,  maebine,  manufacture,  or 
canpositioii  of  matter,  or  any  improTsmeot  tbere* 
•a,  aod  to  whom  patents  have  issued  for  the  same 
from  that  ofi&ee,  with  the  dates  uad  general  ob- 
jeetsofsuch  patents,  from  tbe  first  day  of  Janaaiy 
JSO&,  to  tbe  last  day  of  December,  1807,  iacUsive. 

Hr.  Nbwtoh,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce 
aad  Maoofaoiures,  pKeented  a  bill  to  allow  the 
inporiaiioDofoldeopperfiecf^duty;  which  was 
nriee read  and  committed  loa  Connitiee  of  the 
'Whole  to-morrow. 

On  BUHioa  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  farther  eonaid- 
entin  <tf  the  bill  autberixing  the  raising  of  an 
additional  number  of  seamen  fw  the  service  of 
tbe  Uni^  Buies,  as  amended  by  tbe  House,  to- 

Ether  with  the  ameodm«Dt  pcoposed  thereto  by 
r.  Tatlob,  which  was  depending  yesterday  at 
the  time  of  adjoarnment,  was  postponed  antil  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  fifteenth  instimt,  mesented  a  bill  concern- 
iay  poUie  contracts ;  which  wm  read  aod  com- 
nuM  to  n  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 
mai. 

THE  HILITU. 

Tbe  Hoose  went  into  Committee  on  the  bill  to 
ebadfy  the  mifitia  of  the  United  Btates;  Mr. 
Betmuan'a  aBetieB,  to  strike  out  tbe  first  seetieB 
of  the  knllf  being  still  onder  consideration. 

Mr.  M.  Clay  cose  to  vawHeate  tbe  Ull  fbom  tbe 
ohjectiotts  which  had  been  made  agpniM  it.  .  He 
leak  no  wrte^  and  he  ^nM  tb»efam  speak 
fiem  aemory.  If  he  misatMed  any  ffentleniin's 
ahsanaihiM,  ho  ahookl  be  ^ad  to  be  set  right. 
Be  had  himself  been  cgregionriy  misrepresented, 
b«  be  did  not  attribute  it  to  any  intention  to  de- 
oeiT^  bat  to  the  diffienlty  of  beoriog  in  this  epar* 
"    baU,  where  the  sound  of  tbe  voiec  islost  in 


in  reply  to  Mr.  VAninui,  Mr.  C.  said,  be  wonld 
sappose  that  t^oer  bad  never  read  the  Oonstha- 
lion ;  he  bad  never  T»d  the  militia  laws,  or,  hlte 
kmasU;  he-was  old  and  fergetfal ;  and  did  not  re- 
eoHcet  what  warn  eontained  in  them.  That  gen- 
Aaaaa  was  fortyfire,  nay,  over  fifkynftre  years 

In  reply  to  Mr.  SouTHABn.Mr.  0.  said  that, 
feallemaa  loU  us  ibat  Alexander  and  hie  troops 
vere  old  men.  Mr.  C.  aroadered  where  be  got  his 
baowle^  He  suspeeted  that  «eademui,  like 
UmselC  had  not  tend  the  books.  TMr.SoDTBann 
'  1  ttet  h«  had  mMteed  AlnudAr.}  Hr. 


C.  appealed  to  the  Houseforhis  correctness.  He 
then  said  that  gentlemen  spoke  of  Cssar  and  Fom- 
pey,  and  perhaps  be  had  not  got  the  names  right, 
as  all  lived  near  ibe  same  time,  aod  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  Mr.  C.  then  meoiiooed  Alexan- 
der, Haonibal,  aod  other  ancients,  as  examples, 
to  show  that  young  men  make  tbe  best  soldiers. 
Mr.  C.  howereff  said  bis  memory  was  not  very 
correct;  he  bad  not  read  these  histories  for  thirty 
years,  and  a  man  must  ban  a  good  memory,  and 
md  often, -who  quotes  history. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Kbllt,  Mr.  0.  was  surprised 
tia»  any  objection  on  the  score  of  morality  snonld 
proceed  from  a  gentleman  so  far  South.  Kit  bad 
come  fromaqnarter  further  Bast,  it  would  not  be 
strange.  But  are  not  old  men  given  to  the  abom- 
ioatiooa  of  sin,  as-well  as  young  men  ?  They  eves 
^  ahead  in  talking,  if  they  cannot  keep  up  in  pra^ 
tice.  A$  to  ministers  of  tbe  gospel,  Mr.  C.  asked, 
if  it  did  not  look  better  to  see  a  voung  nMo  pray- 
ing with  young  men,  than  an  old  man  vrith  tnemf 
Will  not  what  tbey  say,  go  more  from  the  so«l 
10  tbe  soul  i 

Mr.  C.  next  rofditd  to  Mr.TALLMAOOB.  That 
gentlemen  spoke  of  tbe  danger  of  corra|itiDg  youne 
men  in  a  camp.  Mr.  C.  was  net  surprised  atsneb 
an  ohjeelioB  from  such  aqvortervthovgh  he  wma 
when  it  oaaae  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Khllt,) 
whieh.was  too  near  his  own. State  (vininia)  for 
such  an  ol^iion.  Mr.  G.  then  replied  to  sonu 
objections  oo  tbe-seore  of  officeriirg  the  militia. 

Mr.  C.  next  replied  totbegeDtlemao  fromBo^ 
ton,  (Mr.  Qjiinot;)  when  he  rose,  Mr.  C.  was 
very  much  afraid;  he  felt  like  a  parent  who  is 
like  to  lose  an  only  chilJ,aod  began  to  think  about 
a  retreat.  He  felt  the  effect  of  bis  eloquence  be- 
fore it  was  produced,  bot  when  at  last  that  gen- 
tleman came  to  bis  point,  it  was  point  no  point. 

Mr.  C.  invited  gentlemen  to  tbe  field  of  argu- 
ment. He  wished  to  discuss  the  sutnect  fairly. 
If  when  tbe  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr. 
SooTBARo)  went  to  Rome  he  had  stopped  on  tbe 
road  at  France,  he  would  have  done  better.  These 
we  may  see  What  fine  soldiers  young  men  can  be- 
come. General  Washington  also  performed  won- 
ders when  a  young  man,  at  Fort  Duquesne,  Boir 
Pittsburg.   Mr.  C.  spoke  Dm\y  an  hour. 

Mr.  Varnoh  opposed  the  principle  of  the  bill 
with  considerable  spirit  and  foree.  He  considered 
the  bill  as  introducing  a  new  system,  as  tryin|f » 
new  experiment,  attended  with  great  difficulties, 
prominng  nothing  useful  in  the  result. 

Mr,  Nelson  spoke  of  the  ineffiescy  of  the  pre- 
sent mttiiia  system.  Men  with  wives  and  chil- 
dren could  not  be  dragged  from  their  homes  to  a 
distance,  and  compelled  to  fight  with  that  courage 
apd  ardour  which  constitute  good  soldier^  and 
insures  victory.  Mr.  N.  knew  from  experience 
tbe  inefficiency  of  the  present  militia. 

Mr.  N.  did  not  anderstand  (he  bill,  as  it  had 
been  said,  toidisoricanize  the  present  militia  of  the 
Eastern  States.  In  case  a  detachment  is  wanted, 
this  ImU  directs  that  tfaoee  of  a  certain  age  should 
be  dcMgaatcd  for  servtoie,  insuad  of  resorting  to  a 
draught,  ae  bad  bsao  pvaMised  hiihorio. 
Mr.  N.  aoneaived  tbe  argviMU  that «  «ni^ 
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Wfs  a  school  of  immorality,  to  be  unibuoded. 
The  Urge  cities  of  New  York  aod  Philadelphia 
vcre  more  daoferous  to  the  morals  of  young  meo. 
As  to  the  idea  of  putting  a  parsoQ  into  carap  to 
preserve  their  morals,  he  wished  to  be  delivered 
uom  them.  They  often  tato  their  haods  to  a  very 
difiereot  kind  <rf  business.  As  to  their  preach- 
ing with  any  benefit,  it  wa»  acioally  oat  <^  the 
qncation.  The  camp  was  the  best  school  for  a 
young  man.  There  at  would  learn  mueh  of  hu- 
man nature  and  of  the  world:  he  would  lean 
bow  to  take  care  of  himself,  and  how  to  treat  his 
fi^ows ;  he  will  aeqaire  the  ehareetar  and  adopt 
the  conduct  of  a  geatlemaa. 
■  Mr.  Yah  Dteb  epoke  against  the  prioeiple  of 
the  bill  on  the  Oonetitatiuial  ground,  as  well  as 
Ijbat  of  expe^ency.  By  the  Coastitntioa,  the 
Bilitia  may  be  caQed  out  to  "rqiel  naTasion.  to 
Mpprest  insurrection,  and  ezecnte  the  laws,"  For 
no  other  cause,  in  Mr.  V.  DJs  opinion  coald  the 
militia  be  called  into  serriee.  But,  by  the  provi- 
aioas  of  the  bill,  the  President  may  order  the 
junior  class  to  any  part  of  the  Unticxl  States  on 
the  appeamaoe  of  national  dao^r.  If  then  there 
ie,  to  borrow  a  phrase  from  high  authority,  "  a 

Seek  of  war^'  in  the  horizon,  the  whole  body  of 
e  younger  class  of  mililia  may  be  marched  and 
eountertDarched  from  one  end  of  the  country  to 
the  other  i  a  power  not  only  nneoiutitatioHl,  bat 
dangerous  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

From  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  who  advo- 
cated the  bill,  Mr.  T.  D.  perceived  it  was  Ihe  ob- 
jeet  to  emjdoy  the  militia  for  every  operation  of 
■ctaal  war,  to  the  exdusion  of  all  other  military 
ftrce.  He  eooceired  they  coald  not  be  relied  on 
fiw  ttffi  operation  of  aetaal  war.  For  their  Con- 
stitutioDal  purposes,  they  were  an  adequate  fbrce ; 
for  a  short  enterprise  or  a  sadden  exploit,  they 
might  be  relied  on ;  but  could  not  be  regarded  as 
the  great  and  exclusive  bulwark  of  the  nation  in 
war. 

Mr.  V.  D.  conceived  that  men  of  the  age  of 
thirty-five  were  as  competent  as  those  of  twenty- 
five,  to  endure  fatigue  and  to  perform  every  kind 
of  military  service.  The  experience  of  the  very 
geotlemen  who  advocate  the  bill,  will  show  that 
this  is  the  case.  Nay,  meo  at  a  more  advanced 
age  than  is  proposed,  are  generally  belter  fitted 
for  military  fife.  By  this  bill  a  great  part  of  our 
most  efficient  strength,  is  entirely  excluded  from 
the  defence  of  the  country. 

Mr.  T.  D.  coitsidered  the  camp  as  famishing 
temptations  to  young  men  which  would  lead  many 
to  destruction.  From  twenty-one  to  twenty- five 
years  of  ^e  is  a  most  important  and  critical  period 
•f  life.  U  is  then  that  habits  are  established,  that 
a  character  ts  formed,  and  the  mind  matured.  If 
he  wished  to  do  the  greatest  possibly  injury  to  a 
young  man  of  that  ajje,  be  would  place  him  in  a 
camp.  If  he  was  disposed  to  corrupt  his  habits, 
blast  his  character,  aim  ruin  his  prospects  forever, 
he  would  send  him  to  a  camp. 

On  motim  of  Mr.  Soothabi^  the  Committee 
nee  without  aeming  to  any  deeiuoB,and  obtained 
kftntoMtagtiik 


jAfTOAan,  iSOt. 


Wbokebdat,  January  S7. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwtoit,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  Coramittee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  on  so  moeb  of 
the  memorial  of  the  first  and  second  Chambers  of 
the  City  Council  of  Washington,  as  prays  ihit 
the  Capital  of  the  United  States  may  be  made  a 
port  of  entry  and  delivery,  which  lay  on  riie  aible: 
Whereupon, 

Retolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorisl  of 
the  first  and  second  Chambers  of  the  City  Coaa- 
cU  of  Wasbit^a  ooght  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Houae  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  eatitM 
*'An  aet  autborizug  the  erecthin  of  a  bridge  over 
the  river  Potomae,  within  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia Whereupon,  the  House  agreed  to  the  sai4 
ameodments. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  OB 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  October  last,  as  rdates  lo  the  Miliiarf 
and  Naval  Bstabllshments,  presented  a  IhII  so- 
thorizing  the  raising  aa  additional  army;  whicii 
was  twice  read  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  authorizing  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  raise  a  provisional  army ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  ■  Committee  (tf  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  again  resolved  Itself  into  a  Con- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  sev- 
eral acts  to  provide  more  effectually  for  (be  ni- 
tioeal  defence  by  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
and,  aAer  some  time  spent  therein  the  Commit* 
tee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit  again. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  House  took  ap  for  consideration  the  reso- 
latioQ  Utely  ofiered  fay  Mr.  Kcr,  for  the  ereciioa 
of  a  staadiog  ooounittea  of  ttes  House  to  inquM 
and  rep«t  on  all  eoBMHia  lekiivt-to  tha  Distiiit 
ofColumbb. 

Mr.  FiHDLiT  observed,  that  Ik  had  long  been 
in  favor  of  anwiating  a  oommittec  ef  tUs  fcindi 
The  eitizena  of  tbeDuartet  of  Columbia  werensl 
and  could  not  be  repraaciittd  on  this  floor.  Ha 
wished  to  see  the  uisiness  eonaolidaled,  so  thel 
they  mif  bt  be  jusUy  heard. 

Mr.  Ket  said  hn 'object  in  this  motion  bed 
merely  been  lo  render  more  simple  to  the  Hoose 
the  h^s;tiag  for  the  Dntrict.  It  would  saws 
many  committees  from  being  raised,  and  promote 
consistency  aad  uniibrmiiy  m  the  laun  rebting 
to  the  Difttriet. 

The  resolution  was  thea  ajfreed  to  withoat  a 
division,  and  Messrs.  Kbt,  Van  Dtkb,  Lovii 
HoLLAUD,  BaowN^  LtvsanoBii,  and  Taylob,  ap* 
pmnted  the  eomnutee. 

MIUTARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbbu.  .  moved  for  I  be  order  of 
the  day  on  the  bill  from  the  Seaetefortaeteadaff 
the  Military  Peace  BstaMishmeai  of  the  Uaitei 
States. 
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«f  tilaaeii.  one  tanktioa  of  cavairr,  one  ngt- 
■Miof  iafaDtty,  aad  the  increasing  thewunber 
•fneaia  eaeb  companjr  now  in  aenriee  to  the 
anber  of  one  honued  and  tweaty.] 

Mr.  Nblsoh  raoved  tbat  the  Airtber  oonaidera- 
lian  be  po«i{K»ed  till  tb«  1st  M arob. 

Mr.  CsAHnLBB  wisbed  tbe  gentfeman  toaket 
Ua  laotioQ  80  as  to  let  it  lie  on  tha  laUe. 

llr.NBLBOM.— IcunoteDnaeot,  fortluaffetsOB: 
I  enwct  to  be  afaaeel  f«r  aoflu  ttBM^  and  iriienemr 
^  nil  ia  caUed  up,  1  wiah  to  natke  aome  few  ob- 
nrratioaa  apon  it. 

Mr.  Cbanbiail'— I  am  oppotedtu  ukingaptfae 
Ml  It  this  time,  beeasae  it  will  dep«id  npoA  eir* 
eaastaaeea  wh^ber  we  ooght  to  net  upon  it  or 
■at  If  we  have  jieaoe  witli  the  Powers  peaaeat- 
iaf  tetritory  adjoining  to  ut,  it  it  tmocceosary  to 
add  to  osr  Peace  Establiabment,  it  bwng  a  snb- 
jwt  on  wbicb  we  should  be  extremelj  oantion^ 
CircBUBtMiees  might  ariee  which  would  render 
ii  aeecnaiy  to  add  to  out  Peace  BattUiatuDettfae< 
fore  the  Itt  of  March. 

Hi.  W.  Albtoh.— Tbe  views  of  hath  gentle- 
BMB  woald  be  answered  by  the  bill's  being  reler- 
ztd  10  a  adect  committee  te  examine  into  the  pro" 
priety  of  pawBg  it,  whieh  weald  be  precluded  by 
«  postpoaeaent  ot  by  ><>  lyuiS  «>>  the  tables 

The  SnuuB^Tba  bill  faaa  been  already  re- 
ftned  to  a  OoaaiMttee  of  ^  Whok  House,  and, 
theNfore,  cannot  at  pMaanC  be  nfomd  to  any 
ether  eemautiee. 

Mr.  Nblsom. — This  bill,  sent  down  ftom  the 
Senate,  contemplates  adding  a  verv  small  nam- 
ber  of  aaen  to  the  Peace  Ksiablisbment  of  the 
Daited  Suics.  It  is  a  little  trifling  tuli  which 
doa  not  deeerre  coanlenanee.  On  this  great 
centineot,  where  there  are  now  so  few  troops,  it  is 
coatemplated  to  maloB  to  them  an  addition  of  two 
WtialioBs,  and  increase  tbe  number  of  men  in 
aat^oonipany  to  one  hudred  abd  twenty.  Bucb 
as  addition  will  be  but  a  drop  of  water  in  the 
eeean;  tbe  etmntry  will  not  feel  the  effecU  of  it ; 
it  will  be  doing  Bothing.  It  is  doing  business  by 
kdTce— ft  peuy,  mieerawe  meaatti*,  of  which  the 
Oaiied  Statea  will  Bcrer  M  the  benefit.  1  have 
•Mlhcr  obgeMioo.  The  emtntttee  te  whom  was 
icAned  the  olh«r  dny  a  taolmioii  for  iDereasing 
ear  War  EstoUiahment,  are  pr^red  to  nport  a 
bill  to  the  Hotme  for  tbat  purpose.  If  the  bill  ao 
to  be  reported  saaU  pass,  it  will  betwacoessary  to 

CM  thu  bill;  because  we  shall  be  in  waa-,  and 
*e  00  occasion  for  a  Pence  BstaUishment.  It 
vdl  he  better  to  let  this  miserable  thing  lie  on  the 
taU^  or  posipooe  it  tilt  we  see  whether  or  not  we 
shall  pass  tbe  war  bill.  If  that  does  not  pass, 
little  as  this  thing  is.  and  much  as  I  despise  tbe 
iriaeiple  of  it.  gentlemen  nmy  take  their  own 
wif  with  it ;  bat  if  the  war  mil  does  pass,  oer- 
ttialy  ibisshoaUl  not. 

Hi.  Dbsba. — The  gendemnn  Is  mutakco  as  to 
the  coatenu  of  tbe  bill,  for  there  are  two  regi- 
9mtt  iastsad  of  two  betmii<na>  AlthooghiMa 
oifpsud  la  aarthuf  thai  looka  like  a  standing 
m^,  soma  wMpe  wu  niamnry  ta  be  kept  up; 
huto  what  •Blent  I  am  MM  prepand  lo  sayt  at 
Jwatihtbattalioaafowiry  ii  iliniWMTy. 


into  riew  the  cfty  of  New  Oiieans;  tbrealetMl 
without,  and  we  know  it  is  said  to  be  disaflected 
within,  it  is  an  object  of  the  greatest  consequence 
to  the  Uaited  States  to  rstain  it  in  safety;  and 
there  ought  to  be  troops  in  its  neighborhood,  whe* 
tber  in  peace  or  war.  I  am  opposed  to  postpotie* 
meat,  thotigh  I  should  hare -no  objeetion  to  its 
lyiiig  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NiLaon^I  should  be  rtry  sorry  if  it  be 
indeed  neeessarr  to  keep  «  slaoding  army  to  lak* 
eare  of  New  Oneans.  If  the  citizens  of  that  ehf 
are  so  depraved  aa  not  to  be  kept  in- order  without 
a  military  foroe  among  them,  I  wish  I  bad  Herer 
heard  of  th«n. 

Mr.  Dessa.— Tbegentleman  has  misunderstood 
me.  i  mean  that  thef  are  so  divided  that  they 
maf  not  be  united  to  defend  the  place  sufficiently 
agamst  a  foreign  enemy,  aod  advantage  will  k« 
taken  of  this  circumstance.  New  Orleans  is  a 
very  Tulnerable  point,  and  of  as  much  conse- 
queoee,  perhaps,  as  any  put  in  tbe  United  Btates; 
and  I  bstaeve  it  is  necessary  that  tbere  sbooM  be 
a  strong  garrison  kept  there  at  aH  tmes. 

Mr.  Dawson.— A  few  days  age  tbe  Horn* 
unanimously  passed  a  resolotion  for  increasing 
the  Militanr  Bsiabltshment  of  the  United  States, 
having  rrfertnees  aa  I  had  anmoaed,  to  a  War 
Bsial^AiDeiit ;  in  pumiance  ot  «4iloh  I  am  now 
prepared  to  T^ort  a  bllL  whieb,  if  passed,  witt 
render  annecessary  the  bnl  fat  an  Inereua  «  ihe 
Peace  Estsblishmeat.  I  therefore  wish  this  busi- 
ness to  lie  oa  the  tt^e. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Cahpbbl[»'-"I  believe  that  we  eaa 
act  upon  Ibis  subject  as  well  at  this  time  as  at  any 
other.  Tbe  arguments  of  tbe  gentleman  iron 
Maryland  prove,  if  auythiDg,  tbat  this  bill  may 
be  immediately  decided.  He  tells  us,  if  we  have 
war,  this  is  nothing ;  if  we  have  no  war,  it  is  net 
neeessarr  to  increase  the. Peace  Establisbmenr, 
and,  therefore,  we  can  deci'de  upon  it  now.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  that  this  addition  ought  to  be 
made,  but  do  not  know  why  gentlemen  should 
call  this  so  little  a  thing.  From  tbe  general  fea- 
tures of  the  bill,  it  is  evidenUy  intended  to  pro- 
duee  an  addition  to  our  Peace  Establishiiieat. 
My  idea  of  it  is,  that  it  is  intended  to  jHrovide,  as 
well  against  tbe  bostHfcy  of  the  Indians  oa  ovt 
frontier  as  against  the  maraading  fwrties  of  auf 
iorewQ  Power.  I  think  it  a  oue&lionable  point 
wheuier  our  extended  frontier  does  not  require  an 
additioDal  foroe.  You  have  been  frequeotiv  told 
in  the  House  tbat  tbe  Indians  have  of  late  tbreat- 
ened  much ;  that  tbe  population  ef  the  territory 
of  tbe  United  States  in  their  vicinity  is  small  and 
mncfa  scattered.  This  subject  should  be  brougfu 
before  the  House,  when  also  I  ritould  wish  lo  hear 
what  inferaHttioa  gentlemen  may  on  tka 
subject. 

Mr.  Maco!!.— I  do  oot  believe  it  necessary  to 
make  so  large  an  addition  to  our  present  Peace 
Establishment,  and  am  umriUingto  postpone  tbe 
hilt  The  |;eatlemaa  from  Kentucky  has  told  va 
ef  the  divisions  iu  Orteans,  and  that  it  ianeeessaiT 
for  that  itaaoB  to  keep  troops  thei«.  The  trans 
Ar  of  JLoQiaian  waa  made  without  the  aasiaNum 
^Biina.  The  diOnMa  «f  opiaiM  tbna 
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Mae  as  erery  where  else  exists  Iwtween  Federal- 
kts  tnd  Republicans ;  aod  bia  observotioD  would 
•pplf  foUy  as  well  to  any  other  place  as  to  New 
Orleans.  Fer  what  are  tbeae  regimente  contem* 
plated  to  be  raised  t  Not  for  war,  but  io  addition 
to  our  Peace  Establishment.  There  is  no  oeces- 
sity  for  increasing  it.  I  fear  that  geDtlemeD,from 
the  very  best  of  motives,  will  go  on  to  increase 
«tir  Peace  Establishment,  till  we  have  as  large  a 
standing  army  as  any  other  oatioo.  Gr«at  objects 
often  arise  from  small  beginnings.  If  we  raise 
troops,  let  it  be  for  war ;  let  the  Peace  Esiablish- 
meDt  rest  as  it  is.  I  shall  vote  for  the  motion 
under  consideration,  but  had  rather  rote  for  an 
M^niie  poatposement. 

Mr.  Debha.— Although  opfwaed  to  postpone* 
ment,  I  do  not  know  thai  I  aw  entirely  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  The  gentlaman  from  North  Cardioa 
has  told  us  that  he  is  opposed  to  increasing  the 
Ssublishment  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  New 
Orleans,  beeanse  the  people  in  that  country  are  di- 
Tided  only  as  we  are,  into  Republicans  and  Fed- 
eralists. It  is  saidapartoftbe  inhabitants  of  that 
conntry,OQ  the  cootrDry,areattBched  to  monarcb- 
ial  government ;  and  many  of  them  being  yet  sub- 
jeots  of  Spain,  they  are  attached  to  that  Oorem- 
meot.  Tney  are  monarchists,  not  Federalists  or 
Republicans ;  and.  by  a  rery  natural  inference, 
vill  attach  themselves  to  foreign  governments. 

Mr.  Gabdmbb. — I  hope  the  motion  for  postpone* 
meot  will  {weTtil,  lam  sorry  that  the  hoaorable 
Senate  should  have  chosen  at  thii  time  to  add  to 
our  Peace  Establishment,  after  adopting  a  war 
neaaure  by  laying  an  embargo.  If  we  are  to  have 
mtf  on  which  we  cannot  yet  decide,  we  shall 
undoubtedly^  continue  the  strong  meastires  which 
we  hav«  this  session  commenced ;  hut  until  that 
momentous  question  is  decided,  I  am  clearly  in 
favor  of  postponing  the  consideration  of  our  Peace 
fistablisbment. 

Mr.  Dana. — Perhaps  it  might  be  as  well  to  re- 
fer this  bill  to  a  select  committee,  and  therefore 
to  vote  against  the  present  motion.  Although 
the  title  of  the  bill  be,  "A  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  'Ad  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  Slates,"  and  al- 
though the  first  section  provides  for  the  erection  of 
aome  forces  in  addition  to  our  present  Peace  £s- 
taUishment,  I  really  never  have  imagined,  when 
troopB  were. raised  for  peace,  that  it  would  be  eon- 
traiy  to  law  for  them  to  fight  in  case  of  war.  I 
did  eoneetve  that  when  on  our  Peace  Establish- 
mtnt,  they  crald  fight  aa  wdl  as  if  raised  ex- 
ivessry  for  war.  If.  therefore,  there  should  be  dan- 
ger on  our  frontier,  and  if  it  is  supposed  that  the 
regular  forces  tberejisa  security  agaiast  annoy- 
ance are  not  sufficient,  and  that  more  are  neces- 
sary to  preserve  peace,  I  do  not  see  any  impro- 
priety in  raising  an  additional  number;  and  as 
gentlenten  from  that  part  of  the  Union,  possessed 
of  better  means  of  information  than  myself,  seem 
taimagine  it  to  be  at  least  worthy  of  consideration, 
I  am  not  anxious  for  postponing  it.  The  honor- 
aUa  gentleman  from  North  CaraUna,  (Mr.  Ma- 
ooa,)  aeuBa  to  auj^oae  that  there  k  nttt  mora  dif> 
fiMMeaf  apwion  thefe  than  there  is  ia  other 


wits  of  the  United  States  between  Federalists  and 
ilepabUeans.  I  fitaey  the  gentleman  must  rake 
these  terms  in  a  sense  very  different  from  that 
which  is  derived  from  a  most  anthentic  source; 
for,  from  very  high  authority  the  nation  has  been 
told  that  "  we  are  all  Federalists;  we  are  alt  Re- 
publicans." If  we  are  all  of  one  character,  we 
are  certainly  not  contending  one  against  the  otherr 
the  gentleman's  words  must  therefore  convey  a 
meaning  different  from  this  highly  authentic  defi- 
nition. Could  any  one  imagine  that  if  one  cbarae- 
teris  here  applicable  to  all,  though  possfibly  there 
may  be  some  slight  shade  of  difference,  that  ihae 
isDO  more  Terence  of  opmiim  in  the  territorietf 
As  respects  the  inhabitants  of  sonte  of  thoae  ter- 
ritores,  biassed  ^  strong  monarehieat  attach- 
ments, their  habits  of  life  hare  rendered  then 
liable  to  foreign  influence  in  a  much  greater  de> 
gree  than  the  people  within  the  old  United  States.. 
It  is  therefore  peculiarly  neeessary  that  this  psrt 
of  the  country  should  hare  the  assistance  of  reg- 
ular troops  to  repel  inrasioni 

Mr.  WrrnBRELL, — This  postponement  of  bo* 
siness  looks  too  much  like  getting  rtd  of  it  alto- 
gether. I  think  vre  shall  not  be  in  a  better  siio- 
ation  to  decide  on  the  necessity  for  adopting  this 
bill  on  the  first  day  of  March  thaO  we  are  now. 
If  it  should  lie  on  the  uUe  or  be  left  within  our 
reach,  I  am  not  afraid  that  we  shall  lay  violene 
bands  on  it.  We  are  not  generally  in  such  a  hurry 
to  get  through  hnsincas  that  we  tear  it  to  pteees 
in  getting  hold  of  it.  As  this  is  the  first  time  the 
subject  has  come  ander  notice,  I  am  aa  peifeedy 
incapable  of  deciding  on  the  bill  as  when  it  first 
came  from  the  Senate.  I  shonld  wish  it  to  lie  cm 
the  taUe,  or  that  it  ttny  be  refmfi  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  Rhea.— I  am  as  much  opposed  to  a  stand- 
ing army  as  any  gentleman  in  the  House ;  but 
I  shall  .act  as  I  think  right  at  this  time,  leaving 
other  gentlemen  to  do  the  same.  There  may  be 
times  at  which  a  larger  military  force  is  neces- 
sary than  others ;  and  the  present  may  be  one  of 
those  times.  An  objection  has  been  made  to  the 
bill  because  the  number  is  too  -small.  I  do  not 
know  whether  I  shall  give  my  vote  for  raising  all 
the  men  proposed  by  the  bill ;  but  part  of  tbem 
are  ncceasary.  An  objeotiMi  has  been  made  to 
the  bill  because  it  contmtptatea  aaaddttion  to  out 
Pence  EUrabUshment.  Aa  I  consider  that  we  are 
now  approaching  ib  a  state  of  war,  I  do  ftot  see 
how  the  number  proposed  in  addition  to  our  pre- 
sent estaUishment  can  be  objected  to.  If  this 
anmber  be  raised,  or  even  a  further  additions! 
number,  the  number  to  be  raised  on  a  war  estab- 
lishment would  be  by  so  many  diminished.  It  is 
well  known  that  a  bill  has  been  passed  thisses^jon, 
appropriating  a  sum  of  money  for  erecting  and 
repairing  fortifications.  If  erected  they  must  be 
garrisoned;  and  although  the  number  proposed 
may  be  considered  as  now  too  large,  yet,  when 
we  advert  to  those  places  neeessary  to  be  g*"^ 
soned,  they  will  not  appear  to  be  too  many ;  ana 
when  we  consider  our  extended  frontier,  more 
May  ba  nceeaaarr.  tf  only  to  guaid  against  iaevr- 
I  aions  of  th^-Iiulinw.   I  ainll        egaiaat  the 
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pwipM— Dl«f  tfcefam,attd  hopeit  wHlbeaw 
eaiHaced.   The  committee  mow  nid  to  be  aboat 
10  Kpoit  on  ft  war  establi^saeat,  may  wommo- 
due  tbe  namber  of  men  to  be  emploTed  to  tbe 
Mmbec  of  Bwo  to  be  raised  by  tbis-  'biU  for  tbe 
peaee  calaUuluneiit.  For  aaoifaer  reami  I  thmll 
rote  gainst  pottpooanaiit :  1  sball  take  into  eon- 
Mkiauon  eTeryuiiDg  vbich  comei  beCore  us  oa 
tbe  principle  of  natiooal  defence,  and  mike  the 
best  of  it  I  can ;  and  I  shall  consider  this  measure 
in  that  ligfau   What  may  be  the  iaie  of  ihe  bill 
for  a  wai  establishment,  to  be  reported  by  the 
MUDitiee,  I  do  not  kaow  ;  and  therefore  iotend- 
to  Tote  for  everything,  hoTrerer  amsll,  towards 
tbe  gnat  project  of  oatronal  defesce,  I  shall  vote 
agauutapoatpoaemeotof  this. 

Ur.  J.  K.  SwTn. — 1  am  opposed  to  tbe  post- 
roBeoMnt  of  the  bill,  and  ihipk  it  owbt  to  be 
aeted  on  immediately.  We  know  the  sitaatioD  of 
the  Western  coontry,  and  Yery  lately  a  rebeUion 
has  been  attempted  tra^  Aaron  Bnrr.  If  be 
bad  Boi  been  arrested  as  he  vaa  io  bis  career,  his 
fcqjeet  might  eartainly  tuTO  led  to  the  establish- 
neat  of  a  separate  goTemmeni  at  New  Orleano. 
1  apprehesd  as  maeh  daofer  from  Aaroo  Bnrr 
at  this  lime  as  at  any  time  since  be  6rst  deier- 
mued  00  ibe  attempt.  Oeotleaaen  say,  thit  this 
piortsioa  is  too  small ;  if  they  think  so,  let  Iheo) 
eak^  it,  aad  doable  it  if  they  appreheod  daa^r. 
Tbcy  say  abo,  that  oar  present  peace  euabltsh- 
Beat  is  ki^  eoouf  h ;  aad  that  if  we  bare  not 
vi^  that  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  I  am  not  of 
thai  opinion.  I  shall  not  be  lolled  ioto  secority  ; 
Iw  I  think  that  prudence  dicutes  to  us  au  appre- 
hosmof  dftoger;  I  think  we  may  expect  it  tooL 
•ttd  that  we^Dght  to  make  laorision  for  a  stand 
at  first.  JBreB  this  littie  force  wontd  be  of  some 
■rnee;  ahhowh  bntone  thousand  fire  hundred, 
or  two  thousand  fire  hundred .  men,  they  may  be 
serrise.  I  am  desinros  to  gire  assurance  to 
tbe  friends  of  the  Ctorcrnmcnt  at  New  Orleans, 
aad  ia  tbe  territories  adjacent,  that  they  shall  be 
poiected,nod  indace  them  to  nare  cenfidenee  in 
tbeOeaeral  Oovfmmeat. 

Hr.  UoLj.Aiin. — If  I  viewed  tbe  matter  in  the 
ane  Ueht  asmy  friends  from  Tennessee  aitd  New 
Hamprtiire,  I  would  rote  to  take  op  the  bill  aad 
fiss  U  immediately.  They  go  upon  the  groond 
that  it  is  necessary  to  augment  ifae  peace  estab- 
lishawBt  of  tbe  nation ;  but  I  see  do  reason  why 
itsbaidd  be  augmented  now  or  at  any  time  past. 
Tbe  geodeaaan  kst  up  has  talked  about  rebeUion, 
ud  wishes  a  poaee  establishment  to  pot  dowore- 
beliioa.  Certainly  tbe  inilttia  of  any  portion  of 
this  eouiuy  are  competent  to  pot  down  ail  rebel- 
Uaa.  The  naiiitia  or  anyaiogle  district  of  any  State 
wnld  MM  want  aaaiataaee  to  soppress  any  tosur' 
netion  oremupiracy  io  the  United  Stales.  Shall 
K  be  said  that  we  must  aagaaent  ottr  military 
lORcto put  down  rebellion  ?  Th«re  are  very  few 
u  the  UaUed  States  who  would  rebel ;  none  but 
a  few  bsnnleas  naatconteMs  capable  of  ao  more 
harm  tbsa  making  a  noise  in  newspapers.  As  to 
the  conspiiacy  of  Aaron  Barr,  what  had  been  the 
aaaoont  of  it  1  Wa»  tbe  aid  of  the  regular  fone 
■eecawy  to^U  tbad  fifo.  Tbo  militia  ware 
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raady  mora  than  eoopcteDtfortbatparpoiw.  Bqir 
is  become  hannless ;  his  stiog  is  drawn.  Ia  it  n«» 
eessary  to  raise  our  peace  establishment  under  tlM 
expectation  of  being  beset  by  a  foreign  Power  f 
if  It  is  now,  it  always  has  been ;  we  hare  always 
been  liable  to  foreign  aitask.  Either  our  present 
peace  establishment  is  cempetrat,  or  it  is  oece^ 
aary  Immediately  to  go  into  a  war  establishment; 
With  respect  to  tbe  Indians,  thay  are  inofiensiva ; 
there  has  not  been  a  time  since  the  expeditioa 
fgainat  them  under  Qeoeral  Wayne,  tbat  they 
bare  not  considered  tbeiqselves  a  conquered  na- 
tion, and  looked  op  to  the  United  States  as  thebr 
maters.  If  the  lodians  were  considered  as  dam^ 
gerons,  nothing  would  be  more  agreeable  to  the 
militia  tbao  to  go  against  them ;  it  woald  be  but 
too  agreeable  to  a  portion  of  Lbe  militia  to  go 
against  them,  and  dcmolub  the  wbtde  nation  of 
Indians.  So  tbat  in  erery  point  of  riew  I  con* 
sider  it  improper  to  adopt  the  bill,  and  would 
bare  voted  for  an  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  Rowan.— The  whole  northern  boondary 
of  Orleans,  the  lodiaiM  and  Micbigan  Territoriea 
and  the  St.  Louis  country,  are  all  exposed ;  ana 
although  the  lodians  may,  in  the  prerailiog  Ian- 
guage  of  the  day,  look  up  to  their  Great  Father, 
much  alarm  has  been  excited  in  tliat  conntry; 
special  tnissionaries  have  been  sent  to  inquire 
into  the  cause  of  their  tumultuous  aggr^ation, 
and  it  is  not  now  known  for  what  purpose  they 
are  convened.  While  thatcounrry  is  in  its  present 
unsettled  state,  until  its  populatioD  is  such  as  to 
repel  the  attscks  of  the  Indians,  it  is  prudent  to 
have  a  small  force  to  oo-operate  with  the  militta. 
It  is  important  that  there  should  be  a  force  estab- 
lished at  New  Orleans  for  a  while ;  it  is  the  key  to 
the  whole  Western  country.  Men  may  talk  ci 
patriotism ;  but  it  must  be  known,  that  any  Fowei 
which  poMesses  tbe  moudi  of  the  Mississi[^ 
river,  will  possess  the  whole  Western  country. 
The  amorfiairieB  will  do  rery  welt  in  theory  i  but 
in  practice  it  often  yields  to  private  interest.  The 
people  in  tbat  country  are  much  disaflbcied ;  their 
habits  are  not  Atnericaa  or  Republican,  trat  lead 
them  to  favor  monarchical  Gtovemments.  In 
addition  to  this  they  have  various  causa  of 
discontent.  It  is  necessary  to  have  a  military 
force  there,  not  to  keep  the  people  in  order,  but 
to  prevent  a  foreign  Power  from  taking  advan- 
tage of  the  dispositions  of  the  people,  and  using 
them  to  its  own  advantage.  It  certainly  would 
be  a  desirable  <rt>jeet  for  vtaj  foreisn  Power  to 
possess  New  Orleans,  it  will  be  known  by  an 
enemy  that  if  they  can  once  uke  footing  in 
it,  they  can  keep  possesMon  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  allow  them  to  receire  reinforcements 
b^ore  it  could  be  wrested  from  them  by  a  foree 
from  the  United  States.  It  would  be  well  that 
tbe  people  should  be  assured  that  the  country  will 
be  maintained  in  our  possession.  The  time  is 
not  remote,  I  hope,  when  a  chain  of  population 
will  extend  from  tbe  United  States  to  New  Or- 
leans }  but  till  that  time,  and  more  especially  from 
tbe  ease  with  which  possession  of  the  place  once 
had  can  be  maintained,  it  would  be  sood  polky 
IO  have  tb«Ee  some  regnhur  trot^  and  to  eontiol 
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Bay  diqwutioB  wbkh  eztM  tgainit  tbe  interests 
4)f  that  countrjr  and  of  tbe  United  States.  Gentle- 
■Mn  OQghi  not  to  be  so  much  alarmed  aboat  rais- 
ing an  arnoy.  We  seem  unwilling;  to  Itave  them 
tieeause  tbey  bare  ministered  to  the  prostration 
-«f  tbe  Uberties  of  the  people  and  served  as  an  in- 
«trnmeDt  to  tyrants.  Bat  such  an  effect  is  only 
produced  by  an  abase  of  a  great  good  ;  it  is  necea- 
«ary  lo  maintain  our  QorernmeDt  and  it  may  gire 
«  tyrant  predominance  and  render  him  despotic. 
Let  us  take  care  not  to  abase  a  thing  which  is 
useful ;  bat  not  decline  to  use  a  weapon  because 
Its  use  may  be  perverted.  We  can  disband  an 
army  when  it  becomes  necessary.  We  hare 
•kowD  our  power  in  this  by  an  actual  exercise  of 
it ;  but,  no  donbt,  had  theaaaie  circa matancea  ex- 
isted tben  that  exist  now,  tbe  army  would  not 
have  been  disbanded }  we  had  not  then  this  West- 
ern country,  this  New  World,  if  I  mar  so  express 
it,  I  heg  gentlemen  to  consider  the  projects 
which  bare  been  attempted  to  tbe  Westward; 
they  are  worthy  of  the  most  serious  attention, 
it  bas  been  said  tbai  the  militia  were  coinpetent 
to  defeat  that  of  Aaron  Burr.  I  wish  to  God  it 
had  been  the  case,  and  that  it  bad  not  been  neces- 
sary to  violate  the  Constitution  to  defeat  that 
pr<qect.  I  would  rather  have  mainiained  any 
given  military  force  than  sanction  tbe  violation 
of  the  Constitution  and  of  individual  right.  As 
to  savages — gentlemen  who  do  not  live  in  tbe 
neighborhood  of  savage  tribes  cannot  conceive 
the  feelings  of  those  woo  do,  and  wbo  bav.e  still 
fresh  in  their  reooUectioo  the  ravages  and  defire- 
^tions  oomroitted  by  these  savages.  It  is  of  jn>- 
portance  to  keepnpsacban  establishment  as  shall 

fire  traoquillhy  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  tbere> 
'be  force  contemplated  bythe  bill,  small  as  it  is, 
may  form  many  rallying  poinu  round  which  tbe 
popoUtioo  could  collect  tbemselres  for  immediate 
defence.  At  all  events  I  think  it  is  imprudent  to 
postpone  this  bill  to  so  late  a  period  in  tbe  session. 
It  may  happen  that  in  a  very  short  time  some 
forces  may  be  required  in  the  neighborhood  of 
tbe  Lakes,  to  secure  them  from  the  savage  tribes. 
We  are  in  their  neighborhood ;  we  have  no  se- 
curity that  their  attachment  to  America  is  per- 
manent; they  are  capable  of  being  excited  by 
any  person  wbo  will  take  the  trouble,  and  wbo 
has  influence.  I  am  myself  opposed,  io  general, 
to  a  standing  army.  I  beliere  tiie  citizen  militia 
of  America  ai«  competent  to  the  preservation  of 
good  goremment  and  gnelUDg  usarrection ;  but 
are  not  ivoperly  caleolated  or  used  for  protection 
againsl  savages  or  fur  the  defence  of  New  Or- 
leans. This  place  is  near  the  Havana,  and  our 
relations  with  that  Qorernment  are  not  rery 
■Mble.  My  obiect  is  to  prerent  tbal  place  from 
coming  into  the  possession  of  an  eoemyj  and 
Uinrefore  wish  to  keep  this  bill  at  least  witmn  tbe 
power  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CnAHDLBa.— I  wish  the  bill  could  be  post- 
poned indefinitely.  Though  I  at  first  objected  to 
poatpanement  for  so  long  a  time,  the  reasons  urg- 
ed by  some  gentlemen  against  postponcmeBt  hare 
oonvinced  me  that  it  ought  to  be  postponed.  If 
Ihore  be  need  of  any  more  fome  in  eonseqnenee 


of  the  dispoaitien  of  tbe  Indian  tribes,  I  rimH  be 
as  witling  to  nise  tfaon  as  any  other  roan ;  faM  t 
wish  the  war  establtsbmmt  to  be  kept  nstincc 
and  separate  from  our  peace  esiaUisftmenC.  At 
Fort  Adams  and  other  places  tfaere  are  now  bod- 
ies of  men,  which,  in  case  of  peace,  wilt  be  SflR- 
cient  for  all  purposes.  A  gentlemen  from 
tucky  (Mr.  Dbbhi)  has  otwrred  that  it  i&  necee- 
sary  there  should  be  a  f(H«e  kept  at  New  Oiieans ; 
that  they  arc  not  divided  into  Rcfabfieaas  and 
Fednalists,  but  are  Republicans  and  Monarchists. 
I  must  confess  that  tJie  distinction  is  ratber  nice ; 
if  for  that  reason  we  ought  to  keep  a  force  there, 
we  ought,  for  seven  years  back,  to  hare  kept  a 
force  in  every  seaport  town  in  tbe  United  States. 
But.  thank  God,  the  jodgment  «f  ^  people  tau 
renaered  it  nnneeenary.  Tbmfore,  as  in  time  of 
peace,  I  shall  never  vote  for  ineiaasinff  owr  mili*- 
lary  force,  so,  in  time  of  war,  I  shall  not  roie 
against  it. 

Mr.  NicHOLAO.— 1  hope  the  bill  will  net  b»  post- 
poned. I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  tbe 
present  peace  establishment  is  not  competent  m 
its  intended  purpose.  In  saying  this,  l  hope  I 
shall  not  subject  myself  to  the  imputation  of 
wtshiug  to  erect  such  a  standing  attoy  as  may,  in 
any  event,  be  tued  for  purposes  hostile  to  onr  hbor- 
ties.  For  what  purpose  do  we  need  a  pmee  es- 
jabltshment?  Not  only  ta  garrison  fortifieatioas. 
but  fbr  the  protection  of  our  porta  aad  harbors ; 
we  must  hare  a  force  of  some  kind  to  preserve 
oar  towns  from  insult  by  a  ain|[le  Tessel.  This  is 
the  reason  why  a  peane  estaUtshmeni  is  nwrnsia 
sary  in  our  seaport  towns.  What  4a  tbe  vast  w- 
tent  of  our  toritory  1  To  the  Wcatward  and  to 
the  North  and  South  moie  than  two  thonsaod 
miles.  On  rartoas  parta  of  this  frontier  we  keep 
a  chain  of  garrisona.  WbiU  ia  tbe  situation  of 
New  Orleans  and  tbe  coaotry  aroand  it,  lately 
acquired  to  the  United  States,  for  aught  we  know, 
against  tbe  wishes  of  those  wbo  iobabit  it?  lu 
suuBtion  is  dangerous,  and  it  ought  to  be  proteot- 
ed,  as  it  is  extremely  important  to  the  Uncled 
Slates— perhaps  of  greater  tmportaoee  than  aay 
point  io  tbe  Union.  Tbe  Representatrres  on  this 
floor,  from  tbe  great  Westero  waters,  are  more 
nvmcrOus  than  irom  any  Eastern  State.  What 
was  lately  the  sitaaticm  of  that  coaotry,at  a  time 
when  th«re  was  an  expeeiation  of  an  attempt  to 
wrest  it  from  ns  ?  The  greatest  regular  force 
that  contd  then  be  eolkntoc^  was  fonr,  fire,  wsix 
hundred  men.  BbiU  we,  for  a  trifle,  ritdt  the  poa- 
sesdoaof  that  country,  so  csseoti^  lothesafiMy 
aad  interests  of  so  large  a  portion  of  tbe  Union  f 
I  am  not  anxious  to  act  en  this  hiU,  but,  before  m 
depart  hence,  I  hope  that  somotbino  will  be  done. 
If  we  eccet  a  war  establishment,  this  will  not  be 
necessary }  bat,  if  we  do  not,  this  bill  or  sometlyng 
similar  will  be  aheslmety  necessary. 

Mr.  Trodp.— No  gentleman  in  tbe  House  feels 
more  anxiety  oa  this  sobjeot  than  myself,  or  is 
more  stneerelr  desireas  of  aa  increase  of  oar 
military  esiamshmeat.  beeauae  no  State  in  tbe 
Union  is  more  exposed  than  tbe  Stateof  Qeorgin. 
On  the  Western  bontiefi  she  has  to  defend  b«r> 
sel£  agmnst  &  tribe  of  savages  ae^  mnutatt* 
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ttu  nj  otfier ;  oo  the  Sentlisnt  the  ii  open  moi 
opoKdtothe  innaioo  of  a  foreign  Power;  on 
ikt  m  afae  has  to  defend  •  eoofl  of  ■  honini  aid 
mtf  milea,  lined  with  a  ebaio  of  hlande  and  filled 
tin  t  B^ro  popolatien,  Uable  to  become  a  point 
of  mart  aad  atlack  to  priTateen  and  freebooters, 
leiidfs  maaj  other  exposed  points.  Bat,  aatii 
lite  Commander-iD-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the 
Uiited  Statct  is  acqaitted  of  the  charge  asainst 
kin  tad  restored  to  tile  confidence  of  the  people, 
I  will  not  gire  my  assent  to  any  inei'ease  of  onr 
Ititiury  establishment. 

Mr.  Clabk. — Much  has  been  said  lo-day  on  the 
■object  of  tbe  disposition  of  the  people  of  the 
Tmiiory  of  Orleans  to  the  Uotied  States.  I 
ilioald  hope  that  the  eentlemm  from  Kentncky 
sod  Tiigioia  hare  spoken  more  from  report  than 
(ran  their  own  knowledge^  and  that  they  hold  a 
better onnion  of  tbe  disposition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Tenitory.  I  shonld  have  wished  to  bear 
those  gentlemen  slate  in  what  instanee  tbe  people 
of  that  Territory  bare  sh.ow&  a  disposition  nnfa- 
TonUe  to  the  United  States.  When  tbe  possps- 
itea  of  the  Territory  was  transferred  to  the  Unt^ 
ted  States,  the  people  knew  and  prised  the  benefitK 
wftieb  ihey  would  enjoy  by'  an  excban«.  Since 
that  time,  what  evidence  bare  yon  oftl  leir  objec- 
tioB  10 it?  Did  not  tbe  militia  of  that  Territory 
T<rfBBteer  their  services  against  the  Spanish  forces 
•ooM  time  ago  in  motion  near  them  7  Then,  why 
are  they  leetised  of  disaffection  t  It  is  moeh  bet- 
ter 10  hope  than  fear,  and  certainly  not  correct  to 
naiOD  from  those  fears.  Ahhoagh  I  am  of  opin- 
i«a  that  ao  district  in  the  Union  is  moreattacned 
tbiBlbst  to  tbe  ^ersl  interests  of  the  coantry, 
*tiUIam<^  opinion,  considering  the  peculiar  sit- 
•uion  of  that  eonntry,  expesed  on  all  sides,  that 
*a  adtitional  force  is  necessary  there.  In  1806,  a 
fcice  of  two  thtmsand  men  was  bnmght  to  onr 
Tety  doof^  befove  we  knew  it  was  on  the  way,  or 
^0  of  its  being  in  eztstenoe.  On  the  other  side 
of  at,  in  the  Prorinee  of  West  Florida,  where 
^e  are  abont  one  thousand  eight  bondred  men. 
when  the  troops  moved  from  Orleans  to  repel 
eipeeted  isvasion  to  the  Westward,  wa  were  left, 
•swell  aa  I  recdleet,  with  but  a  single  company. 
I  wish  the  eonntry  to  be  so  protected  as  to  guard 
••wriligsiost  the  iocarsions  of  Indians  as  against 
>or  ether  hostile  attempt ;  at  the  ssrae  time,!  will 
bvldlvusie,  that  no  part  of  the  Union  is  more 
attached  to  the  General  Qoremmeot,  and  that 
MHbiBgtoihecontraryoan  be  alleged  againstthero. 

Mr.  KnroLRT. — If  gentlemen  will  turn  their 
uiendon  saionsly  to  the  situation  of  onr  very  ex- 
posed frontier,  and  consider  bow  thinly  settled  it 
net  oaly  in  tbe  new  States  and  Territories,  bat, 
<^  great  cxten^  in  some  of  the  old  Sutes,  they 
*w  inbaUy  dunk  with  me,  that  an  increase  o{ 
y  pyee  esiablistamMt  is  necessary,  both  to  give 
^^■ntf  aad  e«nfldc««e,  especially  m  this  time  of 
***'ii-  That  the  alarm  is  considerable,  and  dan- 
^tppateatilaiD  confident  I  last  night  reeeir- 
MmwnaiieB  ibat  the  AsseinUy  of  Pennsylvania, 
WW  miiar,  bare  a  MU  bafota  them  for  raising  a 
wee  for  the  drfewee  of  their  frontier,  a*d  wish 
*»bsiifanuiltf  OffDgKw  ftonld  pn^oaem  a4a> 


qoate  force  for  the  purpose  before  their  bill  passes 
into  a  law.  This  is  a  proof  that  that  Stat*  h 
alarmed.  The  northwest  eonatles  of  that  Stat^ 
on  aeeoont  of  the  great  amount  of  military  and 
company  land  unsettled,  is  thfnty  settled,  and 
those  settlements  at  a  distance  from  e^h  other; 
consequenlty  their  militia  are  not  snmcient  for 
their  defence.  The  Indians  west  of  the  Lakea 
have,  in  the  former  lodiaa  wars,  usnally  crossed 
Lake  Erie  io  their  canoes,  and  spread  a  hastv 
destruction ;  and,  before  tne  alarm  was  sprea4 
retreated  to  their  canoes,  and  escaped  from  pur- 
suit.  Tbe  settlements  are  now  much  more  ex- 
teasively  exp<»ed. 

Tfae  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  not  the  only  one 
so  exposed,  pert  of  the  adjoining  States  are  in  the 
same  sitaation.  When^nce  the  Indians  make  a 
successftjl  stroke,  they  triumph  in  thdr  snceesi, 
and  the  neighboring  tribes  catch  the  flame  and 
join  in  the  destructive  depredation?.  It  would  be 
much  cheaper  to  preveot  than  to  repel  such  oaf- 
rages.  If  the  States  and  Territories  are  obliged 
to  provide  for  their  own  defence,  they  will  callon 
:  Congress  to  pay  it.  The  Government  did  so  in 
tbe  late  Indian  warj  Congress  approfiriated  a  aross 
sum,  out  of  which  the  President  paid  tbe  militia, 
called  out  bv  the  county  lieutenants  and  the  ran- 
gers orderea  by  the  State,  the  same  pav  as  to  the 
regular  troops.  The  Slate,  however,  in  order  to 
obtain  good  men,  gave  additional  pay.  It  is  for 
the  House  to  consider,  if  the  protection  would 
not  be  more  cheap  and  effectual  by  an  increase  of 
the  permanent  establishment,  than  for  each  Stale 
and  Territory  providing  for  (heir  own  protection, 
ID  their  own  way,  without  concert.  A  compara- 
tive small  force  and  expense  will  prevent  the  In- 
dians from  going  to  war,  and  inspire  the  settlers 
with  confidence,  to  what  It  would  require  to  carry 
on  an  Indian  war,  and  restore  lost  confidence. 
Certainly  the  present  movemenu  and  excitements 
among  the  numerous  Northwestern  tribes  give 
just  cause  of  apprehension,  and  call  on  us  to  be 
prepared  without  delay.  Therefore,  I  shall  vote 
against  tbe  postponement  of  the  bill  and  every 
other  unnecessary  delay. 

After  sonw  fbrtber  debate,  in  which  Measia. 
Lyon,  Holi«amo,  and  Nslsoh  took  part,  (and  in 
which  Mr.  Lto:i  suted  bis  belief  that  onr  situa- 
tion is  periloos,  and  that  he  should  vote  for  every- 
thing that  looked  like  defence,)  the  question  on 
postponement  was  decided  in  the  negative— yens 
41,  nays  78,  as  follows : 

YxAs— BurwellBsssett.  WiUiain  W.  Bibb,  Thomss 
Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Willism  Batter,  John  Chand- 
ler, Matthew  Clay,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes, 
Francis  Osrdner,  James  M.  Gmrnett,  Petersen  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Orsy,  John  Huria,  John  Heister,  James 
Holland,  David  Holmes,  Joseph  Lewis, Jr.,  Edward 
Lloyd,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Daniri  Mont, 
gom^,  jr.,  T^uunu  Moore,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nel- 
son, lliomss  Newbotd,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Res  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  RitAstd^ 
Matthias  Richards,  Bbenezer  Seaver,  Richaid  Stanford, 
'W^liam  6tedmut,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Tre«)^ 
Ardiibdd  Van  Hovns,  IKtlel  C.  Vetplanefc,  RobeK 
miehll,  Isaac  Wilbow,  and  AtoxaaderHniaea. 
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Nat« — Evan  A)exuid«r,  Lemael  J.  Alstoa,  WiUw 
AUtxm,  jr^  Exeki^  Bscoo,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bazker, 
Wilfiam  Bla^ed«e.  J.ihn  Baric,  William  A.  BurweU, 
Joaeph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell, 
Feter  Caribm,  Epaphroditna  Chainpion,  Martin  Chit- 
tandan,  John  Clopton*  Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cutta, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jonior,  Josiah 
Daane,  Joaeph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  DoreM,  James  EUiot, 
William  Ely,  William  Findlej,  Jamea  Pisk.  Meaback 
Franklin,  Barent  Gftr<}eiiier,  Cbarlea  Goldaborough, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  William  Holme,  William  Hoge,  Ben- 
iamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Haley, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonea, 
James  Kelly,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpatrick, 
John  Lambert,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiTennore,  John  Loie, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Joeiah  Masters,  William  MeCraeiy, 
William  Hilnor,  Jt^  Montgomery,  Joemiah  Monow, 
JonaAan  O.  Moaely,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Mewton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pugb, 
Joaiah  Qnincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Samuel  Riker. 
John  Rowan,  John  Rassell,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jedediah 
K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B. 
fitnrgea,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Thompson,  Jabez  Upham,  James  I.  Van 
Alien,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Jesse  Wharton,  Msnna- 
doke  Williams,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jamea  Witherelt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  waa  discharged  from  the  further  eoDtider- 
ation  of  the  billj  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select 
coramittee. 


Thdrsdat,  Jenaary  28. 

Mr.  Southard,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  pf  New  Jersey,  informed  ibe  Hoase  of  the 
death  ofhis  colleague,  Mr.  Ezra  Dahbv,  late  one 
of  the  members  0 1  this  House:  Whereupon,  the 
House  came  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Raohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
order  for  snperiotending  the  funeral  of  Ezba  DAaar, 
Eaq^  late  a  RepreaentaHve  from  the  State  of  New 
Jeraey. 

Aeso&M^  unanimoutlif.  That  the  members  of  this 
House  wilt  tMtifr  their  respect  fbr  the  memory  of  EtBA 
Dabbt,  Esqi,  late  one  of  their  body,  by  wearing  crape 
on  the  left  arm  for  one  month. 

Reaolved,  unanimously,  That  the  members  of  this 
Honse  will  attend  the  funeral  of  Eksa  DAaaT*  Esq., 
on  to-moiTOw  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Seaohed,  untOumoutlj/,  That  a  message  be  sent  to 
the  Senate,  to  notify  them  of  the  death  of  Esax  Dabbz, 
late  a  member  o£  thia  Honae,  and  that  hia  funeral  will 
tak«^ace  on  to-morrow,  at  twelve  o'clock ;  and  that  the 
Clerk  of  thia  Houae  do  go  with  the  aaid  meaaage. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Sodtbabd,  Mr.  Masters, 
Mr.  Poster,  Mr.  Hbijks,  Mr.  Newbold,  and  Mr. 
Lambert,  be  appointed  r  committee,  pursuant  to 
the  tiist  rcbolntion. 


Fridat,  January  29. 
A  message  from  the  Scuaie  ioformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
aet  to  rerire  and  cootiou*  in  force  the  oioeteeath 
section  of  an  ac^  entitled  '  An  act  to  ascertain 
nod  fix  the  Militaiy  BstaUishmeot  of  the  United 
States,'  and  to  extend  iheprovinons  thereof;"  to 
wUeh  thef  dssife  the  eoDcaiieDce  of  this  Hooae. 


Jamdabt,  1808 


The  Senate  bare  also  passed  the  bill,  e>titi)i 
"Ao  act  making  appropriauoDs  for  the  sapport  o 
QoTernment  daring  the  year  one  ihousaqd  eigb 
hundred  and  eight,"  with  an  tamendment;  u 
which  they  desire  the  coacnrrence  of  this  Bouse 
A  motion  being  made  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell 
that  the  Houae  do  now  proceed  to  the,considera 
tion  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  ti 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  appropriation] 
for  the  support  of  Qoreroment  during  iIm  yeai 
one  thousand  eight  buodred  and  eight;  an  ad 
journment  waa  calted  for,  on  which  the  Hobm 
adjourned. 


Satoroay,  January  30. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Helms, 

Retoltedt  That  the  Spbakbr  give  iafnrmatioa 
to  tbe  BxeeutiTe  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  of 
the  vacancy  in  this  House^  occasioned  by  tbe 
death  of  Ezba  Darbt,  late  one  of  the  ReJveseB^ 
atires  from  that  State. 

Mr.  Marmaddkg  Williahb,  from  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  tweaty-aecood  instant,  pie- 
sented  a  bill  for  the  puoinhment  of  certain  crimes 
therein  mentioned  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  WiiOM  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  John  MonTOQMBRT,  from  the  committee t« 
whom  was  referred,  on  ttw  twentieth  insiaot,  a 
Message  from  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statei^ 
accompanied  with  sundry  doenmeota,  presented  a 
bill- concerning  couru  martial  and  courts  of  in- 
quiry; which  was  read  twice,  and  couDmitled  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  Tuesday  next 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''Anaet 
to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  nineteenth 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  ascertain 
and  fix  ibe  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
Stales,'  and  to  extend  tbe  provisions  thereof," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  CommiiiM 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideratiou  (itearaead' 
ment  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill  makiug  approprir^ 
tion  for  the  support  of  Oovernmeat. 

An-amendment  allowing  the  Attorney  GleDenil 
of  the  United  Stales  five  hundred  dollara  for  cooe 
tingent  expenses  bein^  under  consideration,  aftd 
a  desultory  conversauon,  was  referred  to  a  Cone 
mittee  of  the  Whole  immediately,  and  disagreal 
to  by  tbe  Comroitie<^— yeas  3. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  diaee 
greement.  The  question  being  taken  en  cobcdih 
renee  with  the  Commiilee  of  the  Whole  by  yesf 
and  nayi,  they  were— yeas  lOl,  nays  11.  ! 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  ibA 
Whole,  (m  the  bilt  to  erect  a  lisht-hmise  on  Poiol 
Judith  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  The  blajd 
in  the  bill  for  tbe  appropriation  being  filled  wiiH 
five  thousand  dollar^  the  ConHQiiiee  rose  and  Ml 
ported  tbe  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reatt 
logon  Monday.  j 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  tu 
Whole  enahe  bill  making  apivopriatioeB  for  tbf 
support  of  the  Navy  of  tbe  United  States  durin 
the  year  180a  The  bill  beiag  ^tm  ihrmgh  au 
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tb«  Uuks  sereralljr  filled,  tbe  Committee  rose  and 
nported  tbe  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a  third 
nuhi;  oa  Monday. 

iMENDMEKT  TO  THE  CONeXITUTION. 
Mr.  a.  W.  Campbell.— It  has  always  been  my 
•piaioo  ibat  ia  a  free  Qoveromeot  like  oars,  every 
vpiftiBeDt  oa^t  to  ba  responsible  for  its  conduct. 
TheCoostituiioD  of  tbe  United  Stales  was  evi- 
faitif  framed  on  this  principle,  and  the  preserra- 
tioD  and  secarity  of  tbe  rights  and  liberties  of  tbe 
diizens  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws  will 
bt  foond  to  Kst.  in  a  tcreat  degree,  on  rendering 
poUie  agems  saffieienUy  and  practicably  respon- 
■iUe  for  ifaeir  condnet  to  tbe  nation.  That  this 
is  not  the  caae  with  the  Judiciary  of  the  United 
Swci  has  been  proved  by  experience.  Yoar 
jadgei  once  appointed  are  independent  of  tbe  Bx- 
ccative,  the  Legislaiare,  and  tbe  people,  and  may 
W  said  to  bold  their  oflieeB  for  iife.  They  are  re- 
■BtaUe  only  on  conviction  by  impeachment  of 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  this  mode  of 
pmceeding  has  been  found  in  practice  totally  in- 
cCcteat^aad  not  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which 
itwu  intended — that  of  rendering  your  judges 
iaij  rnpoaitible  for  ibeir  oooduct.  Tbey  may 
therefore  be  considered  as  independent  of  the  rest 
of  the  naiioo,  (and  thejr  seem  to  think  so  them- 
selrn.)  as  if  this  provision  in  the  Comtitution, 
lelative  to  impeachment,  did  not  exist.  No  mat- 
ter how  erroneous  their  opinions — how  dangerous 
10  the  pqUie  weal — hojr  subversive  of  the  inter- 
«st  of  the  people— bow  directly  oppoaed  to  tbe 
liws  of  jan  country ;  yet,  as  it  is  neither  a  high 
criiHor  misdcBocaoor  to  bold  erroneous  opinions, 
which  they  seem  conscientionsly  to  believe,  tbey 
caanot  be  removed  by  impeacnment — they  are 
iadependent  of  tbe  rest  of  the  nation. 

Thb  sobject  has  auracted  tbe  attention  of  the 
psoplein  most  of  the  States.  Tbe  L^islamres 
of  levfitl  States  have  passed  resolutions  declar- 
ing the  necessity  of  ameoding  the  Federal  Con- 
■titatioo,  so  as  to  render  tbe  judges,  in  practice  as 
veil  as  in  theory,  respoosible  for  their  conduct. 
The  most  Bumerons  branch  of  tbe  Legislature  of 
■he  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  in 
fart,  have  declared  their  opioion  in  favor  of  sneh 
UMndmenL  In  order  therefore,  to  bring  this  sub- 
jttt  before  tbe  Hoase,  that  tbe  sense  of  the  Na- 
iNnl  Legislature  may  be  ascertained  thereon,  I 
sabnit  tbe  flawing  resoLntion : 

Smind,  hmtkeSenaUandHouwtofRepreamttUive* 
^tie  Umttd^atetof  Amaiattin  CongreuauembUd, 
tief4Jiirdi  of  both  Homes  concurring  therein.  That 
lbs  fbUowiiig  uncndment  to  tbe  Constitution  of  the 
Vuui  Stales  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatares  of  the 
snail  Stales,  which,  when  ratified  by  tbe  Legislatures 
<(  thne-fonrUis  of  the  said  States,  shall  be  valid  to  all 
uAcMb  and  ptu^ioses,  as  put  of  tbe  said  Constttution : 
nt  Judges  of  both  the  Supreme  and  Superior  Courts 

of  Ac  United  States  shall,  after  tbe         day  of  , 

be  ttmmti  from  office  by  die  President  of  the  United 
*MM,n>dK  joint  sddreas  of  both  Houses  of  Oongreas 
"lyUug  dH  same.  dir«»4fUw  of  eadi  House  eon* 
"ni^  ia  ■wli  addraas.' 

1%is  tesolmioB  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Ae  Whale  ob  tiM  state  of  the  Union. 


TREATIES  WITH  THE  INDIANS. 

The  following  Messages  were  received  from 
the  Pbesident  of  the  United  States: 
To  the  House  of  RepraentatkeM  of  iht  United  Staiet: 

The  Choctaws  being  indebted  to  their  merchants 
beyond  what  could  be  discharged  by  tbe  onlioary  pro- 
ceeds of  their  huntings,  and  piessed  ior  payoMnt,  pr»- 
peeed  le  the  United  Statea  toeede  lands  to  tha  amount 
4^  their  debts,  and  designated  them  in  two  difiarent 
portions  of  their  country.  These  designations,  not  at 
all  suiting  us,  wore  declined.  Still  urged  by  their 
creditors,  as  well  as  by  theii  own  desure  to  be  liberated 
trom  debt,  tbey  at  length  proposed  to  make  a  cession 
which  should  be  to  oar  convenience.  By  a  treaty 
signed  at  Poosbapukaouk,  on  the  sixteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  they  accord- 
ingly ceded  all  their  lands  sonth  of  a  line  to  be  run 
frmn  thmr  and  our  boundary  at  the  Omodiita,  east* 
wardly  to  their  boundary  with  the  Or«eks,on  Ae  ridge 
between  the  TomUgbse  and  Alabama,  as  ia  mora  par* 
ticularly  described  in  the  treaty,  containing  about  five 
DiiUioDS  of  acres,  as  is  supposed,  and  uniting  out  pos- 
sessions there  from  Adams  to  Washington  county. 

The  location  conteniplated  in  the  instructions  to  the 
CommiMtoners  was  on  tbe  Mississippi.  That  in  the 
trea^  being  entireh  different,  I  waa,  at  that  time,  dis- 
inclined to  its  rtfifieatien,  and  have  suffered  it  to  lie 
unacted  CD.  But  progreasive  difficulties  m  our  fbreigii 
relations  have  brought  into  view  consideratima  other 
than  those  which  then  prevuled.  It  is  now,  perhaps, 
Bs  intnesUng  to  obtain  footing  for  a  strong  settlement 
of  militia  along  our  SouUwm  frontier,  eastward  of  ttw. 
Mississippi,  as  on  the  west  of  that  river,  and  more  so 
than  higher  up  the  river  itself.  The  consolidation  of 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  tbe  establishment  of  a 
bairier  or  separation  between  the  Indians  and  out 
Southern  neighbors,  are  also  important  objacts ;  and, 
the  Choelawa  and  their  cralitors  being  a^  anxious 
that  the  sale  abeuld  be  made,  I  submitted  the  treaty  b> 
the  Senate,  who  have  advised  and  oaosented  toitsiall- 
ficatioB.  I  thanfbre  now  lay  it  before  both  Houses  of 
Congress  for  the  exercise  of  their  Constitutional  paw- 
ess  ss  to  tha  auens  of  iUfilUng  it. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

iksvAMT  90,  1806. 

To  the  Houte  of  R^retentaiivet  of  the  tinited  States.- 
The  posts  of  Detroit  and  Mackinac  haviag  been  ori* 
ginally  intended  by  the  Govemmeots  which  established 
and  held  them,  as  mere  depots  fat  commerce  with  the 
Indians,  very  small  cessions  of  land  around  them  were 
obtained  or  asked  ftom  the  native  proprietors,  and  these 
posts  depended  for  protection  on  the  strengUi  of  their 
garrisons.  The  principles  of  oar  Government  leading 
us  to  tha  employment  of  such  moderate  garrisons  in 
time  of  peace,  as  may  merely  take  eare  of  ttie  post,  and 
to  a  reliance  on  the  nwghboring  militia  for  its  support 
in  the  first  moments  of  war,  t  have  thought  it  would 
be  important  to  obtain  firom  tbe  Indians  such  a  cession 
in  tbe  neighborhood  of  these  posts  as  might  maintain 
a  militia  proportioned  to  this  abject;  and  I  have  par* 
ticutwrly  contemplated,  with  this  view,  the  acquisition 
of  the  Eastern  moul^  of  the  peninsula  between  the 
Lakea  Michigan,  Huron,  and  Inrie,  extending  it  to  the 
Connecticut  Reserve,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  effected 
with  the  perfect  good  vrill  of  the  natives. 

By  a  treaty  condnded  at  Detroit  on  the  aeventeenth 
of  November  last*  with  the  Ottovrays,  Ctdppeways, 
Wyandets,  aad  Pattawattmas,  ao  much  of  the  cwntry 
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hu  bean  obtained  a«  exteodi  from  tbooC  Ssgnint  bay, 
Modiwudl;,  to  th«  Muuni  of  tk*  iBkM.  raHMwed  to 
contain  apwards  of  five  millionB  of  seres,  with  a  pros- 
pect of  obtaining,  for  the  present,  a  breadth  of  two 
miles  for  a  commonicaUon  from  the  Miami  to  the  Con- 
necticirt  Rcserre. 

The  Senate  having  advised  and  consented  to  the  rat* 
tfioBtien  of  this  trea^,  I  now  lay  it  befcre  hank  Hooees 
•f  Congress  fbr  the  ozerdae  of  their  Conatttntiimal 
BowCTB  as  to  the  means  of  flUfilling  it. 

TH.  JliFFEBSON. 

Jaxvabt  80, 1808. 

The  said  Messages,  together  with  sundry  docu- 
ments accompaayiog  the  same,  were  read,  aod 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
vitb  instructions  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  bills, 
«f  otherwise. 

THOMAS  BASOLAY. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 

the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  of  the  eighth  instant,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red, on  the  twentieth  of  November  last,  the  peti- 
tion of  Mary  Barclay,  widow  of  Thomas  Barclay, 
deceased;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  tbe 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  their 
agreement  to  toe  resolution  contained  tbereia, 
without  ameodment ;  which  was  twice  read,  and 
agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Raohed,  That  tbe  proper  accounting  offieers  of  the 
IVeseUry  be,  and  tiiey  are  hereby,  antborized  to  audit 
the  accoant  of  Thomas  Barclay,  deceased,  and  that  they 
allow  him,  while  he  acted  as  Vice  Consul  in  France,  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum ;  and  that, 
while  he  acted  aeConMri,  Commeiml  Agent,  Commis- 
id«er  of  PuMe  Aoeoontsin  Europe,  and  wu engaged 
in  negotiating  the  treaty  oondnded  with  tbe  Emperor 
of  Morocco,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
uid  «gfaty-«even,  he  be  allowed  a  sakry  at  the  rate  of 
three  thoaeand  three  handred  and  thirty<4ree  and 
one-third  dollara  per  annum,  ezoltmve  of  his  expenses ; 
and  that,  in  tbe  adjustment  of  his  accounts  vdth  the 
public,  whidi  originatod  in  eoasaqnanoi  of  his  seensd 
missioa,  he  be  credited  with  the  amount  of  goods  pur- 
cbttsed  to  take  with  him  to  Morocco,  according  to  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Huni]Ju«y8  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
the  invoices  and  memorandums  transmitted  by  that 
gentleman  to  the  Qovemment ;  and  that  they  pay  the 
balance  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Thomas 
Barclay,  deceased,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury, 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  tbe  said  resolution ;  and  that  the 
Committee  of  Claims  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
•ame. 


MoNDAT,  February  1. 
Another  member,  to  wit:  Geobob  Clinton, 
junior,  from  New  York,  appeared  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  ano  took  his  seat  io  tbe 
House. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in> 
habitants  of  the  tow:n  and  county  of  Aleiandria, 
io  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  ibat  an  act 
nay  be  passed  to  iaeorporate  a  compaoy,  to  be 
daooaiulod  "  Tbe  Washington  and  Alexandria 
Tnrnpik*  Compuy,*'  fot  the  porpoae  of  aakiuf 
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a  turnpike  road  between  the  town  of  Alexan- 
dria and  the  City  of  Washiagton,  aod  erecting  a 
bridge  orec  Four  mile  Creek;  and  that  suefat 
i  powers  aod  privileges  may  be  granted  to  tbe  said 
compaiif  as  Congress  in  their  wisdom  may  deem 
proper.— Referred  to  th«  Committee  ot  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BoTLB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  extending  the  time  for  issu- 
ing and  locating  military  land  warrants;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Oommiitee 
of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  RdBA,  from  tbe  Commictee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish oenain  post  roads;  which  was  read  twice 
aod  committeo  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  wbole 
House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  legal  represen- 
tatives of  Thomas  Barclay,  deceased ;  which  was 
twice  read  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  makingappropriatioo  for  the 
support  of  the  Navy  oftfae  Uaited  States,  dorinip 
the  year  one  tbousaud  eight  hundred  end  Sight, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  erect  a  light  boose  oa 
Point  Judith,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
read  the  third  time,  aod  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  Hotue 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  WU,  entitled  "An 
act  to  proTide  for  the  payment  of  cCTtain  expenses 
incurred  in  the  inquiry  Into  the  conduct  of  Joeir 
SMiTB,a  Senator  from  the  Biete  of  Ohio;'*  to 
which  they  desire  the  eODCorrence  of  this  Hotise. 

STANDING  RULES  AND  ORDERS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Babbbtt  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  tbe  report  of  tbe  CoumiltM  of  the 
Wbole  on  '*  The  atasdiaff  rules  aid  oidars  of  the 

House." 

Mr.  Qi.BDBmEB  nroposed  aa  amendment  to 
admit  within  the  colonade  geutlemcu  who  saj' 
hare  formerly  been  members  of  tbie  House,  This 
was  opposed  by  Mr.  Maoon  and  otfaeia. 

Mr.  Maoon  would  admit  no  peisoBs  bet  Sena- 
tors. Fore^  Ministers  and  Heads  of  Depsri- 
meots  bad  no  business  within  the  Home,  if  tbsy 
have  curiosity  to  atteod  here,  they  may  go  into 
the  galleries  like  other  citixens.  If  these  are  ad- 
mitted, you  must  also  admit  the  Judiciary,  Qor- 
ernors  of  States,  Ac.  if  yon  admit  any,  there  is 
no  stof^ng;  you  must  allow  every  nqwotable 
man  to  enter. 

Mr.  Gardenier  conceived  it  would  be  a  pro- 
per act  of  civility  and  of  courtesy  to  allow  gen* 
ttemeo,  who  have  been  members,  to  lake  a  seat 
within  tbe  colonade.  The  number  would  be  so 
smalt  as  never  to  create  any  inconrenience. 

After  some  further  debate  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  the  question  of  admiiting  tbe  Heads  of  De- 
partnwQts  aud  foreign  Ministers,  some  debate 
arose,  in  eouns  of  which, 

Mr.  Dana  obaerved,  that  the  prescsi  golleris% 
w«c^  as  to  the  purpose  of  baaring,  bo  gaUario«  at 
all.  The  proceedings  of  the  Heus  wec«  pablie 
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oaly  ■  form,  for,  in  thu  magaifiently  iDCOBT» 
BiMi  edifice,  little  or  notbiog  eoold  be  heard  at 
urAttanee. 

kr.  Rppcs  was  for  exeladiog  Heads  of  De|nrt- 
■ciB,  aod  he  wkhed  sever  to  be  heard  by  the 
ifntB  of  a  forei^D  coantry.  He,  theivfore,  should 
ke  [deawd  to  hare  ihem  referred  to  the  gallny. 
He  thoof  bt,  that  ia  a  free  eoaatrf ,  only  two  ctase- 
«  dMNiId  veeeive  any  peeoliar  diatinctioa,  old 
■en,  tad  females.  He  had  nuher  have  the  eom- 
puy  of  the  ladies,  than  all  the  foreign  Minister* 
ikat  erer  came  to  this  coimtry. 

lb.  Q.  W.  Campbbll  was  for  admittiiu  for- 
ti|n  Miaiitens  Hcade  of  DapartmeaiL  aid  ladlea 
M.  Aathe  defaatea  of  the  Honie  coold  Botbe 
hard  in  the  gallarici,  be  woald  athnlt  fbrefsq 
Hiaiileis  wiihu  the  emooade.  Oar  Mhiiaters  m 
tmaga  eonalrics  are  admitted  to  hear  the  debates 
•f  Le^;isktiTe  bodies,  and  we  onffbt  te  reciproeate 
the  eiTttity.  Mr.  C.  was  also  for  admitting  as 
■aeh  faeaaty  as  the  House  eoald  accommodate. 

Mr.  LiTtBHOaa  advocated  the  propriety  of  ad- 
mtiiag  Heads  of  D^rtments,  foreign  Mmisters, 
aad  the  Judiciary.  He  had  no  objeetioQ  to  ad- 
mit ike  ladies  aUo.  He  coald  weU  aeeoant  for 
the  sjrmpatbies  of  certain  genUemen  on  the  tub- 
ieet  of  admitting  the  todte*.  His  riuutim  was 
oiftreot  from  thnrs. 

Mr.  Sloah  thought  it  a  Tory,  iioproper  time  to 
ocladd  forci^  Miauters  when  an  Enroy  Extn- 
oniaary  bad  jost  arrired,  and  an  impottant  n^o* 
tiaiion  w  going  oa. 

Ur.  Smiub  and  Mr.  Rauaaid  afewworda, 
bat  they  were  ool  snffieiently  heard. 

Mr.  NicBOLu  called  for  a  dirieitm,  and  it  waa 
aooodingly  dirided. 

Mr.  Errsa,  in  alliuioa  lo  Mr.  Lituuorb,  said 
u  that  ratlenaan  had  arrived  at  a  period  of  life 
u  vhicli  he  ceased  to  feel  a  sympathv  aod  regard 
for  the  Cur  sex,  his  condition  was  really  to  be  eom- 
miaerated.   Mr.  E.,  for  his  owa  fNUt,  was  bappy 

mr  it  was  otherwise  with  himseli;  and  he 
hepni  he  shoold  never  oease  t»  feel  a  reapeet  and 
Maderaem  for  the  sex. 

Mr.  LiTBuioBB  explained.  He  had  only  ob> 
served  that  the  situation  of  certain  gentlemen  was 
wdiftteat  from  bis,«nd  as  they  might  be  in  the 
najito  preferment,  they  would  be  more  peculiarly 
■wUaos  to  aecomraodate  the  ladies.  For  faim- 
Mi  ae  had  alaraya  experienced  the  truth  of  the 
poet^  obserration :  Omnia  efncft  amor,  et  no* 

Mr.  Mienns  ibouglil  if  the  ladles  ware  admit- 
ted, the  anmbna  dionld  be  limited,  aa  tbeir  united 
force  might  be  too  powerful  for  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

After  some  farther  conTeraation,  it  was  resolved 
*«t  Heads  of  Departments  might  be  admitted— 
yew54,aays«. 

Oa^qtiestion  of  admitting  foreign  Ministers, 
Mr*  Bren  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays.  The 
Bnuia  decided  the  call  out  of  order.  Several 
t*>UeaHB  tbooght  the  practice  had  been  oiher- 
some  domrted,  aad  others  supported  the 
"Pmker's  decision. 

Ml.  Rowaii  si^gested  the  propriety  ot  suspend- 


ing a  decision.  If  foreign  Miaiaten  are  now  n- 
cluded,  it  may  have  such  influence  upon  their 
feetiamastoaiBwttbependingnegetiation.  They 
have  been  accustomed  to  come  with  their  sDiiea, 
to  allead  the  debates  from  the  beginning  of  tba 
session,  and  if  now  suddenly  ezcluded  they  nay 
not  understand  the  reason.  Besides,  the  Judiciary, 
which  i*  a  eo-ordiaate  tnaneh  of  the  Ooremment, 
have  in  eommhtee  been  excluded  from  a  seat. 
The  Message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  them 
is  now  on  the  taUe,  and  if  this  exclusion  is  sanc- 
Uoned  by  th«  Home^  it  wtU  look  like  irritation  on 
our  pan  against  that  branch  of  the  Ooremaaent. 
He^oonehraed.  by  aiairiDg  that  ^  Bttliti*^^  1^  ^ 
the  taUe. 

Mr.  Rbba  mposcd  the  motion.  Amoag  other 
things,  he  said  that  be  should  be  willing  to  be 
beard  by  the  whole  haman  race  if  it  ware  possible. 

Mr. SLOAirsnppoftedthemotion.  Heofaeerred 
that  the  Supreme  Court  eommeoced  tbeir  seestia 
te-dav.  If  we  now  adopt  rules  to  exclude  those 
who  heretofore  hare  been  admiued,  it  will  hara 
aa  ill  appearance  aad  excite  maay  hard  thoughts 
and  sayings.  The  dignity  of  the  House  was  con- 
cerned in  this  case. 

The  motioa  was  opposed  by  Messn.  Stampord, 
Bassbtt,  and  Mxcoif.  The  debate  on  this  point 
was  at  length  arrested  by  a  motion  from  Mr. 
GBAMD1.EB  to  postpone  the  whole  subject  iadefi- 
nitely  He  conceived  the  House  could  get  alone 
with  theirformer  rules,  which  will  be  in  force  tiU 
they  are  superseded  by  others. 

Mr.  OAtMBftsaid  the  lobby  bad  beoome  a  kind 
of  excfaange  for  the  oiti»nt  oi  Washington  to 
meet  and  tiwasaet  bitstness,  very  mneli  to  the  die* 
tarbanoe  the  HiMue.  Soma  nfulatlan  waa 
necessary. 

Mr.  HoLLAMB  adroeated  the  pertponement. 

Mr.  Tatlor  moved  an  ameBdment,  wUeh  was 
cairicd-^eas  43^  Days  38. 

The  SpBAKan  said  he  would  take  the  liberty  of 
observiBg,  befcie  member*  retired,  that  It  w» 
twalve  o^Hoek  t*4ay,  before  a-qnonim  lypewed* 

TuEaoAT,  February  2. 

Mr.  Nbwtom,  from  the  Committeeof  Commere* 
and  ManofhetnrM^  reported  a  bill  aMkorfaring  tiM 
tssuing  debentures  in  ceruin  etsci.— Read  twiea 
aad  refaned  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

[This  bill  eontem[4ales  the  placing  a  disere- 
tioaary  power  in  the  hande  of  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  to  issue  debentures  in  those  cases 
in  whioh  the  yellow  fever  prevailing  In  the  port, 
omission  or  negligence  of  cttstom-honse  oflucr^ 
or  sickness  in  the  parties,  have  eaosed  an  omis- 
sion of  the  formalities  necessary  by  law  to  be  ob- 
served far  obtaining  drawbaoks.] 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  DrntBLi^ 

Rtaohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  K>iiH 
qnire  Into  the  mmuier  in  which  the  Represent*' 
tires'  Hall  is  heated  by  furnaces  beoeath  the  floor 
hg  of  the  same }  what  probable  isflaence  such 
safajaeent  firei  hare  upon  the  health  of  the  mem- 
bers exposed  to  thetr  exhalations ;  and  hew,  or  by 
what  xuau^  the  iojarions  e^ts  of  the  same  mafi 
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in  future,  be  aroided ;  and  that  thef  report  to  Ibis 
House  tbe  reiolt  of  such  iaquiries. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Dobbll,  Mr.  Joan  Mob- 
bow,  Mr.  Lton,  Mr.  Shgi.t,  and  Mr.  Kibkp&t- 
BICE,  be  appointed  a  committee,  purauaut  to  the 
■aid  resoluiion. 

A  Menage  waa  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Uoited  Sutea,  by  Mr.  Coles  bis  Seereurf, 
which  he  deliTered  in  at  the  01a^*a  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  iofanned  the  Honse 
Unt  tbe  Seoate  have  passed  the  bill,  entided  "An 
act -to  revire  aod  cooiiooe  certaio  eaases  and  pro^ 
eeediogs  in  tbe  Dutrict  Court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  wbioh  they  desire  the  eooeurrence 
of  this  Hoose. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  BEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

.  Mr.  Sloah  rose  to  offer  to  tbe  House  a  resolu- 
tion, embracing  a  matter  of  considerable  import- 
ance. The  purport  of  ihe  resotutioa  was  brought 
before  tbe  House  some  days  ago*  bj  those  whose 
lears  gave  them  an  alarm,  which  was  farther  ex> 
cited  by  common  report.  At  that  time  be  knew  of 
no  foundation,  but  common  report,  on  which  they 
could  ground  their  appreheosions.  It  will  be  re- 
e(H)eeted,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  was  charged  with 
riding  about  oa  hobby-horses,  ooe  of  which  was 
the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Qorcrnmeot ;  I  then 
considered  myself  called  upon  to  make  repljr,  and 
I  avowed  my  seoiiments,  of  which  I  have  never 
bees  ashamed.  And  I  bow  rise,  impelled  by  the 
love  of  that  country  which  gave  me  birth,  and 
further  impelled  by  the  duly  inirusied  to  me  by  a 
portion  of  tbe  people  of  these  United  States,  as 
one  of  the  guardians  of  their  rights  and  liberties. 
As  I  have  been  charged  with  a  derigu  of  effect- 
ing a  removal,  I  now  rise  to  lay  a  resoiutioa  oa  . 
the  table  going  to  efiect  that  purpose,  considering 
the  situation  of  the  seat  of  Qovernmeat  at  this 
place  as  one  of  the  greatest  evils  oader  which  the 
|»eopte  tbe  Uoited  Stales  do  now  suffer.  As  it 
u  B  subject  of  great  aational  -imporunee,  I  have 
no  desire,  in  offering  it  at  (bu  time,  lo  press  a  dis- 
ctuston  of  it ;  but,  as  it  has  become  the  topic  of 
general  conversation,  we  have  considered  iia  duty 
10  brine  the  matter  from  a  state  of  suspeo-ie  to  a 
■UUe  or  certainty — to  let  tbe  people  know  that 
there  are  a  niunber  who  are  disposed  to  endeavor 
to  effect  that  removal.  Our  view  is  to  lay  a  re- 
solution on  the  table,  that  h  may  be  committed  to 
B  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  give  time  for 
consideration,  and  to  allow  those  opposed  to  it  to 
convince  us  by  reason,  if  they  can,  that  it  is  im- 
proper; but  in  order  to  give  a  lair  chance  to  those 
who  shall  oppose  it,anaaSbrda  knowledge  of  the 

f'ounds  on  which  we  sbali  support  the  resolution, 
shall  briefly  state  them. 

in  tbe  first  place,  there  is  nothing  in  the  Con- 
■titntiongi  ving  Congress  power  to  fix  a  pennanent 
acBt  of  GMTerameni  at  any  place  whatever.  Here 
then  I  draw  a  conclusion  that  it  is  rBdieally  wrong 

*  Allnding  to  swne  WMds  ezdianged  on  tbe  snbjeot 
between  Messrs.  Sloan  uid  I<ewis,  in  the  discussioii  of 
the  bill  fiir  proloDging  the  continnanos  of  the  Hmt  at 
Fhiladslfdua* 
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to  fix  a  permanent  seat  of  Government ;  and,  for 
my  own  part,  I  ever  considered  it  unconstitntiooal 
and  comrary  to  the  principles  of  our  Republican 
form  of  Goverament,  as  much  so  as  it  would  be 
for  .Congress  to  fix  a  prrmaneat  representaiioa. 
It  is  my  opinion  that  the  power  of  one  Congress 
goes  no  further  than  tbe  time  for  which  tbey  are 
elected ;  and  as  we  return  to  tbe  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple, at  the  end  of  every  two  yearsj  we  have  so 
power  to  paai  a  law  compelling  onr  successors  to 
sit  in  the  same  i^aee  that  we  do.  If  permitted  lo 
speak  on  this  resolution,  I  shall  state  that  that 
Congress  which  passed  the  law  or  contract  by 
whi»i  it  is  asserted  we  are  bound  to  stt  here  per- 
maneDlly,  in  departing  from  their  Constitottoaal 
powers,  brought  into  existence  a  nondeseript  be- 
ing— a  being  which  has  not  its  likeness  on  ike 
earth,  in  the  heavens  above,  nor  in  the  watsn 
uoderoeath  tbe  earth.  Although  but  fifteen  yean 
of  age,  it  is  already  evident,  to  every  obserriag 
miDO,  that  it  is  a  being  of  tbe  most  voracioas 
kind,  and  what  is  worse  it  is  supported  on  tbe  vitals 
of  liberty ;  and  from  its  meager  and  wretched  ap- 
pearance, it  must  be  evident  that  even  in  this  coun- 
try, blessed  with  the  love  of  liberty  and  freedom, 
it  must  perish ;  and  thM  it  is  our  duty  to  eanae 
it  to  pensh,  is  a  belief  ui  which  I  am  as  much 
fixed  as  in  any  other  moral  duty. ' 

But,  if  I  should  even  be  wrong  in  Ibis,  permit 
me  seriously  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
one  other  objection  I  have.  If  I  nm  wrongin  my 
premises,  and  a  permanent  seat  of  Oovemroent  M 
thought  Constitutional,  I  still  conceive  that  I  have 
another  ground  for  removal,  so  strong  that  it  cse- 
not  be  shaken — that  this  is  the  wrong  place ;  and 
this  I  believe  from  a  variety  of  evident  reasons, 
which  I  bope  some  day  to  be  allowed  to  state  to 
this  House,  and  for  as  many  reasons,  I  believe, 
that  Philadelpbia  is  tbe  right  place.  On  this 
point  I  beg  leave  to  state  a  plain  and  uncontro- 
vertible fact,  which  none  will  aitempt  to  contra- 
dict— that  in  a  great  and  flourishing  Republic  the 
seat  of  Qovei nment  ought  to  be  fixed  where  pro- 
visions are  tbe  best  in  quality  and  quantity.  Tfatt 
this  place  is  Philaddphia  i»  too  well  known  to 
need  proof. 

But  as  I  intend  to  say  very  tittle  at  this  time,  I 
shall  barely  say  that  I  have  been  compelled  to 
bring  forward  this  by  those  who  advocate  it.  Be- 
lieve me,  that  the  safety,  peace,  and  happiness  of 
the  Uoited  States,  at  this  eventful  period,  demand 
us  to  stop  tbe  growing  evil,  and  to  remove  to  a 
place  of  safety,  where  we  can  unite  as  a  band  of 
brothers-~ana,  a  consideration  ofnosmallicn{)or- 
lance  to  us  individually,  where  we  can  enjoy 
society — and,  what  is  more,  where  there  will  m  * 
chance  for  the  preservation  of  health  and  life- 
Under  these  impressions,  and  from  that  seo^  oi 
duty  which  always  haa^  and  always  will  S^^^ 
me,  regardless  of  the  frowns  of  the  chitdren  of 
men,  I  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Iteaohed,  That  it  is  expedient,  aad  the  puUic  gooi 
requires,  that  the  seat  of  Ooveramant  be  removod  to 

tbe  dtj  of  nuladelghia  for  yeanu  and  that  a  con* 

nittee  be  appouted  to  bring  in  a  lull  fin  that  poipose. 


RemoKd  o^  tte  Seat  Qotrnmeni. 
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Oi^  motion  tAeoniider^is  iwdoiion,  bei«f 
I  qoMioD  of  course  previous  to  dbporiDg  ia  anjr 
mmaofmj  motioo,  and  on  which,  by  the  rules 
rftftf  House,  there  can  be  bo  debate,  the  qoestion 
«»  decided  by  yeas  aod  nays — yeas  68,  aajrs  47, 
a  folio  vs: 

Yii»— Ewkiel  Bacon,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  John  Blike, 
ju^  Jolin  Boyle,  Peter  Carlton,  Bpapbroditiu  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Cbittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  George  Clin- 
ton,  junr^  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W. 
Duu.  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  DnrsU,  James  Elliot, 
WUam  Ely,  WBKam  Findloy,  Jane*  Fiak,  Barsnt 
SuMor,  FraDds  Oarteer,  Edwin  Ormy,  John  Hsis- 
tv,  Wifiaa  Hslms,  Wiltiam  Hoge,  Beojamin  How- 
ard, Raobui  Homphreys,  Robert  Jenkins,  RidMrd  M. 
JoliMon,  Jamea  Kelly,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livetmoro, 
Ktthaaiel  Macon.  Josiab  Masters,  William  Milnor, 
Joim  Moalgomory,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
Ir.OaidDO  8.  Mnmfbrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  Wilson  C. 
niebolas,  John  Porter,  John  Pugh,  Josish  Qaincy,^ 
Mm  Ras  of  Pennsylraaia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
JaoDb  Kii^srds,  Matthias  Richards,  Ssmoel  Riker,  John 
lowu,  John  Russell,  Jsmes  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt, 
lolm  SouUe,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard atsotnd,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis 
B.  Slargei,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tagg"*)  Benjamin 
TaUnu^  JAn  Thompson,  Jabez  Uidien),  Nicholas 
Tan  Dyke,  Bobert  WhitdiiU,  AleKandsr  Wilwin,  and 
Junes  Withenll. 

NiTi— Lemuel  J.  Alston,WillisAl8ton,  Jan.,  David 
Bard,  Jnwph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blaek- 
Mse,  Thomas  Blosnt,  Willism  A.  BnrweU,  William 
Bnder,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  Richard 
Con,  John  Dawson,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Fnmk- 
tts,  CksrlBi  OoldsbOTongh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Onto,  iMtam  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Daniel  Ilsley, 
Walter  Joaea,Tbomas  Kenan,  P.  B.  Key,  Wm.Kidtpa- 
tnck,  J.  Lambert,  Jos.  Lewis,  Edwud  Lloyd,  John 
Low,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Wm.  McCreery, 
Jskn  Moatgomeiy,  Michotas  R.  Mone,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
lev.  Mm  Monrow,  Thomas  Newten,  Ebenezer  8e»- 
w,  Jsha  SmiUi,  Heniy  Southsid,  John  Taylor,  Abram 
Ttiot  GeoTBe  H.  Troup,  James  L  Van  Alien,  Daniel 
C.  To^aaek,  Jesse  Wharton,  and  Ridard  Winn. 

Mr.  Lon  feared  the  House  had  saeeificed  too 
wwh  la  pobteaaM  in  agreeing  (o  ooostder  Ihe  tea* 
datiN  Mfm  them ;  U»h»  would  attribote  to  do 
Mker  eaoae  the  naolioli  just  agreed  to,  than  the 
■nal  diipoihioa  discotered  by  tlw  House,  to  hear 
widipitmee  the  proposition  of  anv  of  its  nteiUf 
1^  be  that  proposiiiOB  ever  eo  wild  and  exua- 
wast. 

Bo  ntay,  indeed,  were  the  objections  to  the  res- 
dotioa  asder  aoBsidemiioD,  that  be  found  it 
■ore  diffieah  to  know  where  to  beyin  with  them, 
tea  bow  to  make  ifaem.  The  time  was  certainly 
tke  raost  ioaospicioos,  which  could  be  eoneeired 
^  *oy  geotlemaD  to  offer  such  a  sabject  for  coo- 
"^tuo.  While  the  oatioa  taight  be  expected 
^^10  be  called  on  to  defend  itself  against  for* 
*>gt  isTuioo,  and  to  combat  for  its  iadependenee 
ilsell,  the  gentleman  has  thought  proper  to  intro- 
wee  t  qaestion  which  of  M  others  is  best  calcu- 
■W  to  divide  and  distraet  its  eouoeils.  U  was  a 
Mbjeet  oa  which  he  felt  hioaaelf  unprepared  to 
aet,  aad  was  mkm  by  Mr|HiM ;  bnt  tn  any  sitnar 
tekeihaaUbe  ftadytoo^  someof  tbena- 


H.oFR.- 


sras  which  matt  so  obviously  influence  the  mind 
on  the  subject. 

The  objection  first-  in  magnitude  appeared  to 
him  to  be  of  a  Coaatitntional  nature.  The  Coa- 
stiiution  having  provided  for  the  establish  meat  of 
a  seat  of  Qovernmeot  of  the  United  States,  cer- 
tainty intended  it  to  be  permaoeot ;  it  was  one  of 
those  provisions  which  was  to  act  in  the  prospect', 
ive,  and  being  once  acted  on  by  taw,  the  provision 
so  made  was  carried  into  efficet,and  beeame  apart 
of  the  Coaatitution  itself.  Sadi  was  the  provU 
sion  of  the  Constitution  for  taking  the  eenana  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales,  it  waste  be  act^ 
oa  iwoapectivcly ;  but  would  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey,  or  any  other,  sa^  that  when  theocn- 
sua  was.  taken,  ud  the  ratio  of  cepnsentatioft 
once  fixed  for  ten  years,  that  it  would  be  compe- 
tent  fot  Congress  to  alter  it  by  law  t 

la  another  point  of  view^Mr.  L.eoBsid<red  the 
measure  ancoosiitaiional ;  it  would  have  the  effect 
of  impairing  the  obti^tioD  of  contMcts.  It  waa 
troe  tbis  was  a  resCrictioa  expressly  only  on  the 
States,  but  was  any  gentleman  ready  to  say,  we 
bad  the  power  to  doan  act  of  ioiquity.  which  had 
not  been  expressly  authorized  by  the  CoostitutioB, 
and  which  it  had  inhibited  by  a  positive  dcclam- 
tion.  The  morecorrect  course, Mr.  L.said,  would 
certainly  be  to  modify  the  resolution  so  as  to  pro- 
KHte  it  aa  an  amendmeet  to  the  ConsttmtHm. 
When  chatahonld  bedoDe,l«wouldbetimeeiiongh 
to  eater  into  this  kind  of  diseosrioa,  which  mnat 
have  the  most  baaefal  efiieolt;  it  would  then  ba 
time  enough  to  determine  whether  we  should 
sanction  the  violation  of  obligations  solemnly  en- 
tered into,  and  destroy  ibe  contracts  made  with 
iodividnats  under  the  faith  of  the  seat  of  Oovern* 
xaeat  being  permanently  fixed  at  this  place:  wbo 
have  under  this  view  made  conveyances  of  their 
property,  and  that  same  propnty  lias  in  innamer* 
able  instances  beea  again  eoanyed  in  fee  simple 
to  other  persons.  ' 

It  wilt  under  such  a  motion  be  cenaid«ed 
whether  it  is  proper  to  sanction  the  objeetioa 
which  has  been  so  often  opposed  to  popular  Gov- 
Ternmenu  of  the  instability  of  their  councils,  aod 
whether  all  these  important  considerations  arc  to 
give  way  to  the  argumeots  of  the  author  of  tha 
resolution,  of  ooiiTenieBce  and  aUmp  living  to 
oorsBlves.  aad  that  it  is  better  we  shoi^  eat  our 
be^  in  Philadelphia  than  in  thic  ^«oc 

Fox  these  reasons  (soase  of  the  many  he  covH 
offerj)  Mr.  L.  said,  he  should  move  that  the  na»> 
lailoa  be  now  rejected. 

The  Spbaccb  declared  that  such  a  motion  vna 
not  now  in  order,  aad  eould  not  be  received. 

Mr.  Lbwis  then  moved  thatit  be  postponed  in-- 
definitely,  and  called  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Sloan  rosewithaview  of  moving  that  tha 
resolution  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House^  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  tfate 
day,  and  promised  that  they  would  not  then  call 
it  up  to  interfere  with  public  busiaen.  I  trust, 
said  be,  we  have  as  much  regard  for  the  import- 
ant business  of  the  nuion  as  the  gentleman  fron 
Virgioia,  (Mr.  Lotb^)  or  any  outer  geatlemaa. 
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To  that  nnileBUin  I  >>faaU  make  cotne  t&aly, 
though  I  shall  be  very  brief.  He  has  uDdertakea 
to  suppose  that  the  large  majority  of  this  House 
in  faror  of  consideratioD  of  the  tootioD,  was  not 
from  a  belief  of  the  propriety  of  passing  it ;  I  hope 
he  will  be  conTioced  that  the  decision  proceeded 
from  a  sense  of  duty  and  a  firm  eoDvictwo  of  the 
propriety  of  the  measare.  1  »Ml  nerer  caU  ny- 
tluag  extnngant  which  the  interest  of  ny  eouiv* 
try  ealh  for~a  removal  of  the  seat  of  Qoreroment 
from  a  place  whieb  has  everything  against  it  and 
nethiDg  in  Its  faror — which  is  exposed  to  sickness 
and  to  death. 

The  gentleman  from  Virgiaia  baa  meiMiMed 
the  danger  of  division.  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of 
anity  as  that  gendeman  or  any  other  on  the  floor, 
and  shall  always  aim  at  it.  Members  of  this 
House  who  are  at  least  of  equal  standlog  with 
hioi  and  myself,  consider  it  essentially  aeeeasary 
thatthisBbouldnotiaterfere;  it  is  not  oar  desire  to 
oall  ic  up  to  interfere  ;  we  wish  to  prepress  with 
barroony — to  give  onr  aid  to  every  measure. 

The  gentleman  supposes  I  have  not  read  the 
CoDstitmion.  I  may  oot  possess  the  ability  or 
nice  diacemmeot  of  that  ^ntlemanj  but  plain 
common  sense  will  show  to  every  olwerver,  as 
that  ffcntlemaa  and  some  others  want  to  stifle  die* 
eassion  on  the  snbjeet  and  to  prevent  as  from 
showing  it  by  fair  reasoning,  that  the  contract  is 
imooBstitatieoal.  This  is  what  we  wish  to  show ', 
at  a  future  day,  and  what  we  shall  show  if  we  are 
not  jirevented.  I  will  submit  it  to  the  good  sense 
of  this  House^  of  the  citizens  in  the  galleries,  ind 
to  the  impartial  determination  of  all  the  people  of 
the  United  Slates,  whether  ihoee  who  feel  them- 
selves laboring  ueder  a  great  national  grievanee, 
and  have  brought  it  before  the  National  L^isla* 
tnre,  and  declared  that  they  do  not  mean  to  urge 
i<^  hut  will  give  a  full  and  fair  upporiunily  for 
dMCUsaioo.  and  every  opportunity  for  argument— 
whether  tnese,  the  friends  of  the  resolution,  act 
fbirly  and  impartially^  or  those  the  Qiipooeota  of 

wbo  wish  Co  amoiher  the  investigation  of  it. 

I  wiU  now  barely  obsenrft  tbat  tluit  geotlemaa 
may  think  as  be  pleases,  and  eo  a  foiwe  day  I  will 
ealarge  vpoB  the  subject,  aad  Atm  that  U  ia  the 
dour  of  this  Hoase.  aad  I  hope  to  Ood  we  ahall 
falnl  it,  to  feiaove  toe  seat  of  Government 

Mr.  Ltoh  said  the  gentleman  from  New  Jerscf 
bad  endeavored  to  have  it  uaderaiood  that  this 
was  a  subject  of  great  importaooe.  Mr.  L.  be- 
lieved it  was  alt-importa»t  to  that  gentleman;,  he 
appeared  to  think  of  nothitkg  else.  T4ie  matter 
was  growing-  too  serima  now  to  talk  of  hobby- 
horses. Itseemedthelgentlemen  whohad  helped 
him  on  his  hobby'horse  found  it  necessary  to  ad- 
here to  him  too  closely.  He  was  ia  hopes  they 
wonid  have  left  him  and  hb  hobby-horse  together. 
The  gentleman,  said  Mr.  L.  has  talked  about  eat- 
ing and  drinking;  everybody  knows  what  is  his 
jpeofasaioB— but  f  will  divpall  this  sort  of  talking. 
It  loob  serioBs^twenty-one  in  a  majority,  by 
yens  and  nays  to  Consider  this  resolation.  1  will 
any  that  I  am  one  of  those  who  was  dragged  here 
Mainst  my  will  by  a  Federal  Haajority.  I  then 
tumghtii  waa  not  time  to  coma  ibinov  Soath} 


btu  having  been  brought  here,  I  looked  about  me, 
like  a  farmer  about  a  new  larm;  I  endeavored  to 
drees  it  up,  to  build  improvements  on  it,  and  make 
it  belter,  aad  I  have  acted  in  that  way  ever  since. 
What  has  happened  siace  thenl  We  have  ae« 
quired  a  new  world  to  the  Southward  and  West- 
ward of  this  place.  If  it  was  then  proper  to  flx 
the  seat  of  GqTerameiU  here,  what  is  it  now?  I 
cannot  see  how  Federal  gentleman  can  look  or 
talk  of  the  subject  without  blushing.  What  caa 
they  thiitk  of  their  predeceaaors  for  bringing  ua 
hare  when  we  had  not  that  country !  Kentucky 
too,  whieh  BOW  aenda  six  and  which  at  the  next 
census  mayaeod  ten  members  to  thia  Hooae,  then, 
only  sent  two. 

While  I  am  up  I  wHl  tell  geotlenen  a  story. 
A  question  similar  to  this  is  now  pencKng  in  Ken- 
tucky. Theseatof  Qorernment  isnowat  Franfe- 
fort.  The  people  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
part  of  the  State  have  joined  to  move  it  Eastward  j 
and  why,  do  you  suppose?  In  order  that  they 
may  hereafter  carry  it  Westward.  It  is  now  im- 
moveable except  by  a  majority  of  two-tbirds ;  and 
in  order  to  carry  the  seat  of  Government  West- 
ward by  and  by,  they  agree  to  carry  irEastwvd 
now.  The  Kentucky  policy  prevails  here;  no 
kind  of  doubt  of  it.  Geutlemeo  £rom  the  South- 
ward and  Westward  intend  to  humor  those  East- 
ward, that  they  may  move  it  Westward  hereafter. 
Carry  it  to  Philadelphia — how  long  will  it  stay 
there?  The  next  census  will  give  us  ten  or  fifteen 
additional  members  from  the  Westward.  Will 
they  be  willing  to  retain  it  at  Philadelphia,  or  will 
they  carry  it  to  Pittabuxg  or  farther  West  1  It  is 
mere  trifling  to  suppose  it  will  be  fixed  at  Phila- 
delphia. The  onlv  object  is  to  destroy  this  i^ace, 
on  which  so  much  money  has  been  expended. 
Now  I  have  been  obliged  to  come  here,  very 
luctanily  I  must  say ;  but  when  I  got  here,  the 
more  I  looked  at  it,  the  more  I  thought  this  wns 
the  proper  site.  It  is  one  hundred  miles  nearer 
to  the  Western  country  than  Philadelphia,  with  n 
water  eommanication  upon  whieh  tmprovements 
are  daily  making.  It  has  been  said  that  the  mer- 
chants from  the  Western  conntry  eaa  manage 
Uieir  business  mncfa  better  at  Philadelphia.  I 
know  that,  if  I  wete  sent  to  Congress  foe  myself 
alone,  I  sheuM  wish  to  go  to  PbiUtdelphia ;  but  I 
have  coa&titoeots.  friends,  children;  and  it  ia 
much  better  for  toe  couatry  that  we  should  bo 
here,  and  aid  the  improvement  of  the  place.  Bring 
here  the  Bank  of  the  United  States-;  we  shall  soon 
have  a  large  city;  no  doubt  of  it.  The  reason 
why  you  luvenot  nowalarge  p<^lation  or  areat 
improvements,  is,  that  yon  are  always  tawiiig 
about  moving.  I  wish  it  to  stand  at  least  sixty  or 
one  handred  years  as  it  is ;  I  am  oonvinoed  that 
this  of  all  piaoes  in  ;he  Union  is  the  best.  It  is 
said  we  ought  to  be  near  the  seashore,  near  the 
water.  Here  is  water.  Some  say  we  should  go  to 
New  York.  Here  is  a  good  wee.  Some  sneer 
at  the  navy  yard,  and  why?  Becatuethey  refusn 
to  do  what  ibey  oaght  towards  dothiag  it,  and 
then  laiq[b  at  its  aa£edness. 
\  We  have  heard  it  said  that  if  we  move  to  Phil- 
adelphia we  sbaM  htTc  aonman^wsleUiyj  w 
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riMUkirD  the  tentiments  of  the  population  1  The 
nh  iaducemeat  which  influenced  me  to  be  a 
Utwsttisfied  at  moving  from  Philadelphia,  wis, 
beeause  Congress  were  almost  orerawed  by  the 
aopolaiioQ  of  that  city  ;  measures  were  dictated 
bf  tbatcitjr.  I  had  rather  move  into  a  wilderness; 
I  do  not  want  to  go  among  these  people;  I  have 
*eentooma«hof  them,  I  haveseen  the  time  when 
members  of  this  House  could  not  walk  the  streets 
ia  safety.  I  have  seen  the  time  when  men  with 
cockades  in  th«ir  bats  would  say  "  there  goes  one 

of  the  d  d  mittority."  I  can  aerer  foreet  the 

iacallB  I  reedred  ia  Philadelphia  whilst  id  the 
aiioority. 

Here  too  is  a  CooBtttDtional  provision  with  re- 

Srd  to  the  seat  of  QoTernment,  whether  held  in 
is  or  any  other  place — a  feature  in  the  Consti- 
tatioD,  and  on  that  feature  a  contract  is  built ;  on 
which  subject  the  gentleman  from  Virgiaia  (Mr. 
Lotb)  has  dwelt  very  ably.  I  will  not  answer 
the  observation  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
(Mt.  Sloan)  about  contracts;  be  knows  how  to 
make  a  contract  about  a  cow  or  an  ox ;  but  as  to 
any  othei contract  he  knows  nothing.  [Mr.  Lyon 
I  was  here  called  to  order.]  I  do  not  mean  to  be 
disorderly,  I  assure  you.  One  word  more  as  to 
tb9  health  of  this  place.  The  gentleman  from 
New  Jersejr  has  unfortunately  compared  it  with 
Philadelphia.  Have  we  not  been  compelled  to 
aospend  business  and  leave  Philadelphia  on  ac- 
MOBt  of  the  vellow  fever?  I  have  been  a  tittle 
siek  here;  and  so  I  should  perhaps  any  where 
ate.  Has  any  memba  of  CoDgreas  lost  his  life 
here  in  consequence  of  the  unhealthtness  of  the 
pjaoe?  They  hare  died  of  consumption  or  other 
oiciaaes  brought  with  tbem  from  home.  I  have 
teco  or  beard  nothing  of  the  unheal thiness  of  this 
place.  It  is  really  unfortunate  to  compare  the 
two  places  together.  In  Philadelphia  Congress 
■at  one  year  till  July,  and  would  not  then  have 
adjoorned  but  for  the  yellow  fever;  and  it  is  a  ri- 
diealous  story  to  talk  of  changing  the  seat  of  Gov- 
Noment  from  this  place  to  Philadelphia,  on  ac- 
count of  its  superiority  in  healthiness.  I  have 
gone  through  the  observations  I  mean  to  make. 

Bfr.  QAaDENiBB  said  he  should  not  indulge 
himself  at  this  time  in  Jbllowing  gentlamen  id 
any  temarka  they  had  made.  He  eoutd  easily 
eoaeeive  that  there  were  members  in  the  House 
to  whom  the  propositton  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  most  be  disagreeable^  and  wbo  were 
impelled  to  oppose  it  more  by  their  feelings  than 
their  reason.  A  very  considerable  and  respecta- 
ble portion  of  the  House  had  manifested  adispo- 
■itioa  to  hold  the  question  open  to  discussion — 
aot  that  they  were  determined  on  removal,  but 
tku  it  was  a  case  in  which  discussion  might  en- 
lighten and  could  not  do  harm.  The  present  mo- 
tioawas  designed  to  stifle  discussion;  he  would 
submit  it  to  h»  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Lewis) 
whether  he  could  calculate  upon  any  permanent 
good  to  result  from  this  procedure.  Would  they 
not  prosper  their  cause  infinitely  more  by  reason- 
iag  with  those  gentlemen  who  were  doubtful,  than 
hf  idUag  them  that  they  would  give  uo  oppor- 
Waity  10  aatisfy  their  minds  on  the  subject  t 
10th  Con.  1st  Sxss.— 49 
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Could  gentlemen  expect  that  a  treatment  of  tbit 
kind  will  be  submitted  to  hereafter,  or  that  taiy 
session  of  Congress  would  pass  by  without  agi- 
tating this  question?  He  submitted  to  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  motion  whether  it  would  not  be  t>et- 
ter  to  enter  fairly  into  the  discussion — to  govern 
gentlemen  who  wished  for  removal  by  ai^umeut 
and  not  by  force  of  numbers.  He  trusted  there 
were  very  few  gentlemen  on  the  floor  who  were 
not  open  to  conviction,  even  against  their  own 
wishes.  It  struck  him  that,  if  they  were  forced 
into  silence,  it  would  only  be  mftkiog  discontent 
worse ;  if  ^t  down  by  fair  argument,  they  wouM 
have  nothing  to  complain  of.  The  proper  and 
resular  course  of  debate  would  then  be  pamied. 
This  question  once  fairly  agitated  and  negatived, 
if  that  should  be  the  result,  would  have  the  eflbet 
of  putting  the  question  more  permanently  at  rest, 
and  more  substantially  answer  the  purpose  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virgmla  (Mr.  Lbwis)  than  the 
mode  now  pursued  by  that  gentleman,  who  he 
had  DO  doubt  was  actuated  bj  honest  motives, 
and  Mr.  G.  honored  him  for  it.  He  again  re- 
peated, would  it  not  be  better  to  promote  discus- 
sion than  thus  to  force  them  to  silence — to  smo* 
ther  the  matter?  He  did  not  say  this  was  the 
intention,  for  he  believed  thegeotleoun  wasinflo- 
enced  by  better  motives. 

He  had  avoided  making  any  observations  on 
the  main  question,  because  he  did  not  ccmsidor 
this  the  time  for  them.  If  the  House  were  so  per- 
fectly satisfied  on  this  subject,  and  thought  lo  lit* 
tie  was  due  to  those  wbo  wianed  a  discussion,  he 
must  submit;  but  this  procedure  would  not  sat- 
isfy the  minority  or  the  public.  Without  com- 
mitting himself  on  the  question  one  way  or  the 
other,  because  the  vote  which  ,  had  already  been 
taken  did  not  commit  any  one,  he  wished  to  have 
the  matter  discussed,  that  those  for  it  and  those 
ag&inst  it  might  have  an  opportunity  to  offer  ar- 
guments. In  his  own  mind,  he  felt  a  difficulty  in 
declaring  how  he  should  Tote,  and  therefore  wish- 
ed a  discussion. 

Mr.  Lewis  assured  his  friend  from  New  York 
that  he  had  no  intention  to  stifle  investigation. 
The  subject  was  now  before  the  House,  and  as 
perfectly  open  to  discussion  as  if  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.  My  object,  eaid  Mr. 
L.,  in  makinf  this  motion,  was  to  invite  discus- 
sion, but  to  invite  it  at  this  moment ;  because 
every  moment  that  the  subject  is  pending  is  deaith 
to  the  interest  of  the  District.  I  wish  it  to  be  as- 
certained at  once  whether  a  majority  is  in  favor 
of  removal  or  not.  I  wish  this  investigaiioi^and 
was  in  hopes  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
or  some  other,  would  offer  some  reasons  for 
bringing  forward  this  measure,  so  fraught  with 
mischief  and  distraction  lo  the  District,  le  is  no 
reason  with  me  to  remove  to  Philadelphia  because 
I  and  others  can  be  better  accommodated  there 
than  at  this  place ;  it  is  no  reason  that  beef  or 
any  other  article  sells  cheaper  than  at  this  place, 
or  that  we  can  get  information  from  the  lobby  at 
Philadelphia  which  we  cannot  get  here.  If  ment- 
ber»  of  this  House  should  ever  become  so  de- 
pendent that  they  must  be  indebted  to  persona  «M 
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nf  doors  for  infomiation  as  to  the  eoarsftof  con- 
daet  tbey  should  parsae,  it  will  be  time  for  the 
jpaople  to  call  tia  home,  or  to  alter  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  elect  the  whole  representation  of  the 
Union  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  because  Phi- 
ladelphians  atone  are  capable  of  directing  legis- 
lation for  the  public  gooa.  Is  the  gentleman,  so 
fbll  of  economy,  ready  to  answer  to  the  nation  for 
the  aaeriGces  which  he  will  make  by  a  removal  7 
Does  he  not  know  that  the  nation  has  expended 
here  twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars? 

If  frentlemen  frill  bring  forward  any  reasons  in 
faror  of  a  remoral,  or  show  why  this  sacrifice 
■hoald  be  made,  I  ahall  be  prepared  to  meet  them. 
If  there  be  necessity  for  removal,  why  is  it  to 
Philadelphia,  from  which  place  we  were  a  few 
rears  ago  obliged  to  remove  on  aeeoaDi  of  oor 
lives  being  endangered  hj  the  unheal thiaess  of 
the  place,  independent  of  other  and  not  minor 
considerations.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  whole 
United  States  there  is  a  more  healthy  place  than 
this.  My  object,  however,  is  not  now  to  enter 
into  a  discussion,  for  I  am  totally  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  grounds  gentlemen  can  take  to  sup- 
port this  motion. 

Mr.  Macon  said  the  present  motion  brought  the 
resolution  regularly  before  the  House,  and  it  was 
now  in  order  for  the  friends  of  the  resolution  to 
justify  it.  It  was  not  proposed  to  postpone  it  in- 
definitely, with  a  view  lostifle  discussion.  If  gen- 
tlemen recollected  that  the  friends  of  the  measure 
were  prepared,  (as  he  had  no  donht  they  bad  bad 
itiinder  eonsideimtion  long  enough  to  be  prepared.) 
there  was  no  occasion  for  further  time.  As  the 
qaestlon  was  now  regularly  before  the  House,  he 
would  state  hia  objections  to  the  reaoluticui,  and 
to  a  removal. 

A  greater  question  than  this,  said  Mr.  M..  has 
not,  in  my  opinion,  been  agitated  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  If  I  understand  it,  the 
Constitution  requires  that  this  shall  be  the  perma- 
nent seat  of  OoreromeBt  Though  the  word  per- 
manent is  not  contained  in  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution relative  to  this  subject,  it  is  clearly  im- 
plied. The  Congress  shall  have  power  "to  exer- 
'  cise  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
'  over  such  district  (not-exceeding  ten  miles  square) 

*  as  may,  by  eession  of  particular  States,  and  the 
'  aceeptance  of  Congress,  become  the  teat  of  the 

*  Oovemmeat  of  the  United  States."  &e.  Can 
language  be  more  explieit?  Woald  gentlemen 
say  that  the  addition  of  the  word  permanent  would 
make  it  more  so?  It  only  requires  reading  to  be 
convinced  that  the  Constitution  contemplates  a 
permanent  seat  of  Ctovernment. 

A  great  many  objections  had  been  offered  to  this 
place,  instead  of  a  demonstration  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  remove  from  it.  The  sickness  of  the 
place  has  been  much  relied  on.  I  am  not  sure  that 
this  place  is  more  or  less  sickly  then  anj  other: 
this  IS  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  on  which  men 
will  differ.  In  examining  this  question, my  mind 
has  been  forcibly  turned  to  the  situation  of  the 
people  in  Washington  and  its  neighborhood,  who 
gave  ap  their  landed  property  to  the  Government 
'—On  what  termi?  That  this  was  to  be  the  per- 


manent seat  of  (Sovernraeot.  Conld  the  people 
calculate  on  its  being  but  a  temporary  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment? Those  things  called  public  contract 
and  fmblie  faith  do  not  teem,  in  the  present  qna- 
lion^  to  come  into  consideration.  If  public  faith 
is  violated  in  small  thin^,  it  will  soon  be  violated 
in  great  ones.  Violate  it  as  respects  the  City  of 
Washington,  and  we  shall  soon  violate  it  in  other 
aod  greater  matters.  1  consider  the  fhith  of  the 
Government  as  much  pledged  that  theseat  of  Gov* 
ernment  shall  be  permanently  fixed  here,  as  it  earn 
be  to  any  contract  nuder  the  sun. 

As  to  hving^  Mr.  M.  said,  it  is  possible  thev  mi^^t 
live  better  in  Philadelphia  than  here,  bat  not 
cheaper.  Gentlemen  hoard  here  for  precisely  the 
same  as  formerly  in  Philadelphia.  He  himsdf 
boarded  for  the  same  snm  here  as  he  paid  there. 

If  we  were  to  remove,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  shonld  be 
opposed  to  ^ing  to  any  large  city.  True,  1  hav« 
more  acquaintance  with  Philadelphia  than  any 
other,  but  they  are  all  much  alike,  I  believe.  There 
is  scarcely  a  place  in  the  United  States  to  which 
I  had  not  rattier  go  than  to  Philadelphia — I  had 
rather  go  to  Fredericlitown,HBgerstown,or  Win- 
chester. We  may  talk  about  our  independence, 
but  every  men  in  Congress,  when  at  Philadelphia, 
knew  that  city  had  more  than  its  proportionate 
weight  in  the  representation  of  the  Union.  Go 
to  any  city,  and  the  5ame  influence  will  be  ex[»e- 
rienced.  Do  gentlemen  recollect  what  was  the 
stale  of  the  ptiblie  mind  there  during  the  years 
1797  and  1798— the  time  (as  before  said  by  the 
tieman  from  Kentocky^)  when  the  name  of  Re- 
publican and  Democrat  was  accounted  a  disgrace  ? 
There  are  gentlemen  in  my  bearing  who  were 
then  associated  with  me  in  legislation,  and  who 
know  and  .will  attest  the  truth  of  what  I  say.  that 
we  were  shunned  as  a  pestilence — the  yellow  lever 
could  not  be  more  carefully  avoided.  I  do  not 
mention  this  as  any  reflection  on  the  then  Admis- 
istratioD,  but  as  an  evidence  of  what  may  be  ex- 
pected in  large  cities.  We  may  do  very  well  in 
peaceable  times,  but  come  to  the  times  which  try 
men's  souls,  and  we  shonld  have  to  desert  them 
for  Princeton  or  some  other  convenient  village. 

There  is  another  evil  which  I  dread,  and  which 
may  have  influence  as  an  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion. I  have  lived  in  a  Sute  where  for  some  ycara 
the  government  was  alwa][s  on  the  wing— where 
the  Assembly,  at  each  session,  determined  where 
they  would  sit  the  next.  What  I  saw  there  fully 
satisfied  me  of  the  propriety  of  a  permanent  seat 
of  Gkiveroment.  Tnisquestion,  should  the  House 
determine  on  moving,  will  undoubtedly  work  itsdf 
into  your  elections  for  President  and  Vice  Preai- 
dent.  Give  us  this  seat  of  Government  for  so 
many  years,  it  will  be  said,  end  we  will  give  yon 
a  President.'  It  will  go  to  corrupting  your  Legis- 
lature by  making  this  a  contracting  Qovemmeot; 
and  I  believe,  as  much  as  I  believe  in  anything, 
that  it  will  have  this  effect. 

I  have  another  reason,  why  I  think  Philadel- 
phia the  wrong  place,  and  this  the  wrong  time  (ior 
removal.  The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates  expires  in  1811.  In  1809,  it  is  proposed 
that  we  shall  be  in  Philadelphia.  We  shaU  thca 
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two  jMra  before  as  to  talk  nod  be  talked  to 
ibon  this  bask.  Let  «s  be  as  far  from  tbem  as 
pom'Ue.  If  we  iiimt  remove,  let  as  go  orer  tbe 
Altegbaoy.  Remember  that  these  larae  cities  are 
ibt  places  where  every  advaDtage  wul  be  takea 
If OM  proeeediogs.  Reaolleet  tbe  speetilalions,  at 
the  eooelnaioa  of  tbe  war,  on  tbe  claims  of  oor 
Inresoldiers  and  ofllceTS.  These  large  cities  have 
dways  had  too  raaeh  infloeDce  in  this  body :  go 
among  tbem.  and  it  will  be  increased  an  hondred 
fold. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  9«ems  to  think 
that  those  opposed  (o  the  resolution  are  inflaeoced 
iatbeir  oj)po9ition  more  hy  their  situation  than 
hf  their  jodgmeBt.  This  is  one  of  those  argu- 
BMDts  Which  works  both  ways — which  applies  as 
weH  to  the  sajf^rters  as  to  tbe  opponeats  of  the 
RsohnioD,  If  It  is  a  good  argoment  because  I 
Hire  in  Carolina  that  I  have  a  local  prejadice 
a|atOii  t  removal,  is  it  not  equally  good  because 
he  lives  in  New  York  that  he  is  for  it  ?  I  should 
Mt  have  notfeed  this,  had  not  the  novelty  of  the 
idea  drawn  my  attention  to  It. 

I  io  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New 
York, that bya  decision  in  any  way,this  question 
eaa  be  pat  finally  to  rest.  The  suMect  has  been 
•/ways  sp<Aen  of  more  or  less,  and  for  my  part  I 
an  ready  to  meet  it  here,  or  go  to  a  eomroittre  on 
the  satnect ;  bat  I  can  always  say  in  twice  speak- 
ing all  I  wish  to  say  on  any  snbject. 

1  am  BO  satisfied  that  this  proposition  eootem- 
plaieB  a  breach  of  public  fctth,  (which  in  free 
goremmeDts  ooght  to  be  as  sacredly  adhered  to  as 
anything  among  men^)  that  1  should  not  hesitate 
to  gin  my  vote  against  it.  Bat,  in  addition  (o 
tUi,  when  gentlemen  consider  the  effect  it  will 
havevpon  theelection^President,if  we  shall  be 
tel  at  liberty  to  go  Bast  or  West,  North  or  Soath, 
itnott  appear  best  to  stop  it  here:  for,anqaes- 
tionaUy,  talk  as  moeh  fts  we  may  of  independence 
•nd  intetrity,  when  the  thing  is  once  afloat—when 
tbe  Govnnmenl  is  once  started— it  will  be  said 
by  each,  since  it  is  to  be  removed,  we  have  as  much 
right  to  the  braefii  of  it  as  any  one  else ;  and  thus 
■ay  it  be  made  a  matter  of  bargain  or  compro- 
mise. 

Mr.  JonnaorN  vose  to  notice  an  observation  of 
bis  coHcagae  (Mr.  Lvon)  relative  to  fntrigues  in 
Kentneky  concerning  the  remoTal  of  the  seat  of 
govmmentof  that  State.  If  he  who  baa  so  lately 
cone  iato  the  Stale  knows  of  this  intrigue,  said 
Mr.  J.,  I  who  drew  my  first  breath  in  that  coun- 
try am  igaora»  otU.  I  can  say  that  1  believe  the 
<HizffM  of  H^enitieky  do  ttot  mancenvre  in  that 
way. 

1  vtnod  for  tbe  eonsideration  of  this  Testation 
Weaeie  I  wbbed  a  dieenssion ;  but  if  the  interests 
«f  thepcejae  of  ihia  District  are  to  be  sacrificed, 
<Hbo  remanemtion  made,  I  certainly  shall  not 
■fRe  M  die  resolution ;  and  I  woald  rather  spead 
ay  time  while  here  in  a  dungeon  than  violate  the 
pnbNc  bith.  Bat  I  wish  an  inveetigation  of  the 
n^eeL  Igooatof tbisHall,andwhatdoIhear? 
That  Oovemment  can  carry  on  its  operations  in 
Fhiladelphta  at  a  aariDg  of  9250,000,  annually, 
im  timn  at  tUa  plMo.  If  1  am  Atlly  hatiM  of 
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this,  I  shall  vote  for  a  removal.  If  the  crisis  wiH 
not  justify  a  removal,  or  I  shall  be  convinced  that 
these  indacements  for  removal  do  not  eiist,  or  that 
it  will  bea  breachof  the  faith  of  the  nation,  I  shall 
vote  for  staying  here :  whatever  my  private  inctm- 
veniMoes  may  be,  I  care  not  for  them.  If,  in  the 
coarse  of  discussion,  I  shall  be  convinced  either 
way,  so  shall  I  vote.  If  I  am  couvineed  that  it  is 
expedieat  and  for  the  public  good,  and  that  it  is 
eansisteet  with  the  Constitution  and  good  ftitb 
to  remove,  I  shall  vote  for  tbe  resolution  in  spite 
of  ail  that  can  be  done  to  i>revent  me.  If^  oa  tbe 
sontrary,  I  shall  be  otherwise  convinced,  I  pledge 
myself  to  myself  and  to  my  country  to  vote  against 
remoral  ana  erery  breech  of  poblic  faith. 

Mr.  Lton  resuted  tbe  circumstance  of  tbe  re- 
moval of  the  seat  of  Qoveramsnt  of  Kentucky. 
He  did  not  mean  to  charge  his  eolleagoe  or  any 
others  with  these  designs ;  he  had  merely  stated 
facts  and  teasoned  from  those  facts.  Bat  he  did 
say,  that  it  ms  no 'more  than  natural  that  when 
tbe  Sastein  interest  was  joined  by  the  Western, 
when  tbe  latter  was  increased  by  ten  or  fifteen 
additional  Representatives,  they  wonld  have  the 
whole  of  this  interest  to  carry  ine  aeat  of  Qovvn- 
ment  hereafter  Westward. 

Mr.  K&T  rose  to  ofier  some  observations  on  the 
Bll-im)K>naDt  question  now  before  the  House.  He 
was  most  decidedly  in  favor  of  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  qoeetion,  because  he  himself 
was  opposed  to  it  in  every  shape,  and  as  those 
whom  he  had  the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor 
were  ananimous  in  their  opposition  to  the  mea- 
snre.  He  should  therefore  violate  his  own  princi- 
ples if  he  did  not  in  every  stage  of  tbe  business 
give  this  his  utmost  opposition.  He  had  not, 
when  ha  easoally  came  into  the  House  this  morn- 
ing, the  smalteat  expectation  that  this  subject  was 
to  be  agitated }  bat  as  he  coaaidered  that  the  first 
view  of  the  matter  fumiaihed  ample  reasra  to  de- 
feat the  measure,  he  should  withoat  preparation 
endeavor  to  give  his  scatimenta  upon  it. 

I  believe,  said  he,  that  we  are  now  about  togire 
all  that  the  friends  of  the  measnre  can  ask— not  a 
stifled,  but  an  ample  discussion.  I  understand  the 
resolution  now  to  be  fairly  before  the  House,  as  if 
in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  or  in  any  other  state. 
If  I  am  correct  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  proper 
time  to  make  observations  on  the  merits  of  the 
qoestion,  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  sur- 
prise that  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  measure 
should  require  farther  time  to  make  up  their  minds. 
Had  we,  the  ofiponents  to  it,  asked  for  time,  it 
might  have  been  reasonable;  but  that  others  who 
had  been  so  long  in  preparation  should  wish  to  pro- 
cmsiiBate,  has  really  astonished  me.  I  believe 
that  tbe  sooner  a  question  t^  this  sort  reoeivea 
the  decision  of  the  Honse  the  better,  becaiuw  on 
it  depends  the  fortsnes  of  thowands.  To  us  it  la 
of  very  little  moment  whether  it  is  disposed  of  on 
this  day  or  on  some  weeks  hence ;  to  those  over 
whom  the  dagger  is  suspended  by  a  hair,  it  is  of 
itioiReiit.   Let  them  immediately  Know  tbe  worst. 

I  do  not  know  what  may  have  been  said  before 
I  arrived  here;  but  no  reason  has  been  tiered 
aiaoe  to  jnstify  tbe  tes<rfaiion  on  the  table.  The 
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nsolution  itself  is  couched  in  captiTatinff  pfarase- 
(^wy,  begioa  with  expediency  and  the  puBhegood, 
high  soandinff  words,  but  which  should  be  well 
iragbed  before  tbey  are  acted  on.  We  are  all 
desirous  to  do  what  the  public  good  requires,  al- 
though we  may  differ  as  to  what  constitutes  the 
public  good.  I  had  boped  to  bear  some  advocate 
fbr  tfais  remoral  gire  some  reasons  for  it ;  bat  in 
Aislbare  been  disappointed.  Whenever  a  great 
And  imperious  public  duty  calls  for  the  destruction 
of  a  portion  of  a  free  country,  that  call  and  that 
duty  must  be  manifestly  imperious,  or  not  carried 
into  effect  to  the  ruin  of  individuals.  What  is 
the  neeeiaity  which  makea  this  a  duty  ?  An  hon- 
onble  memher  fVom  Kentucky,  who  has  not  made 
up  his  mind,  says  he  bus  heard  that  so  much  will 
be  nred.  Why,  in  the  name  of  sense,  are  not 
calculations  produced  1  Oeatlemen,  advocates  of 
the  measure,  mast  have  thought  on  the  subject 
sad  made  calculations.  I  cannot  for  my  part  see 
how  such  a  saving  can  exist,  I  wilt  reserve  my- 
self to  that  moment  when  a  statement  is  exhibited, 
to  prove  to  the  House  that  it  is  on  false  ground; 
that  there  will  result  in  time  advantages  which 
will  more  than  meet  any  present  expenditures — 
that  it  is  the  statement  of  a  person  taking  a  nar- 
row view  of  the  subject,  looking  at  the  present 
population  of  the  city,  instead  of  taking  a  liberal 
view,  and  considering  what  its  consequence  will 
be  to  our  great  and  growing  nation. 

Aa  honorable  member  from  New  Jersey,  whose 
motives  no  doubt  are  correct,  (and  here  permit 
■u  to  say  what  I  trust  will  always  be  found  cor- 
rect, that  I  consider  the  motires  of  every  gentle- 
man to  be  correct,  and  will  always  suppose  them 
so,  and  endeavor  to  show  that  they  are  mistakra 
in  practice;)  has  said  this  is  a  stckly  place.  I 

Bay  you  where  is  the  anthoritv  for  the  assertion  7 
ave  gentlemen  that  information  which  every 
one  ought  to  have  before  he  pronounces  on  its 
uekness  or  health  t  There  is  no  place  possessing 
a  population  so  thin  in  which  more  instances  of 
loDgevity  can  be  produced.  Those  who  come 
from  di^ent  parts  of  the  Union  with  the  seeds 
of  disease  in  tbeir  frames  cannot  exist  longer  here 
than  in  their  native  clime.  It  is,  I  know,  ridicu- 
lotu  to  make  comparisons,  but  I  undertake  to  siy 
that  this  city  has  been  as  remarkable  for  health 
aa  any  spot  in  the  United  States.  I  will  go  far- 
ther aod  say,  from  tnj  own  knowledge  ofthe  fwct, 
tha^  there  is  not  in  the  United  States  an  tnsUnce 
greater  longevity  or  more  health  of  natural 
btvn  subjects  or  cttizena  than  within  this  District. 
Did  the  gentleman's  observations  flow  from  the 
case  of  bis  late  colleague?  The  gentleman  must 
have  been  thus  alarmed  and  had  his  fears  thus 
excited  by  his  regret  for  his  friend.  But  I  will 
Tcnture  to  say,  that  in  a  congregation  of  any  given 
number  of  gentlemen  in  the  same  stage  or  life  as 
those  here  convened,  that  there  is  no  portion  of 
country  where  an  equal  number  of  deaths  may 
not  be  expected  as  have  taken  place  from  this 
body  in  preceding  years.  The  gentleman  con- 
vened here  are  not  id  the  flower  of  youth;  they 
are  gentlemen  sent  here  from  their  experience, 
and  whose  r^ularity  at  home  iscbasged  by  their 
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occupation  here,  being  deprived  of  their  regular 
habits  and  prevented  from  taking  that  exercise  to 
wbicb  tbey  have  been  accustomed.  And  take 
the  population  of  the  city,  and  I  will  undertake  to 
say  and  prove  that  there  never  has  happened  a 
ivoponionaie  number  of  deaths  to  those  which 
usually  occur  in  other  situations.  But  graniiog 
the  assertion  made,  should  we  better  our  situation 
by  removal  ?  Look  at  the  times,  at  the  crisis  at 
which  it  is  thought  proper  to  propose  a  removal — 
a  possibility  of  impending  war,  in  which  case  mav 
occur  a  Summer  session  of  Congress;  and  wiu 
any  geaUeraan  say  that  the  disorder  prevalent  in 
that  city  in  the  Summer  mouths  (whethw  utivs 
or  not,  IS  not  necessary  to  inqoire—it  is  suflicieMi 
to  know  that  it  exist^}  does  not  leave  a  gRMcr 
chance  for  ill  health  than  the  general  saln&ity 
this  place  1  No  man  can  say  that  the  prospect  of 
sickness  would  be  diminished  by  a  removal  to 
Pliiladelpbia;  by  comparison  it  would  be  in- 
creased. 

This  measure  ought  to  be  shown  to  be  politic 
After  seven  years'  stay  in  this  place,  what  at  Ai» 
moment  calls  fer  a  removal?  Is  it  the  crisis  of 
our  political  affairs  ?  Is  there  not  as  much  saiccy 
here  as  at  Philadelphia?  Doubtless.  If  no  ioa- 
perious  necessity  calls  for  a  removal,  I  held  a  bet- 
ter  opinion  of  the  beads  and  hearts  of  the  gentle- 
men composing  this  honorable  body,  than  to  aap* 
pose  they  will  hesitate  when  they  look  at  the  sa»- 
ject.  I  am  convinced  that  they  wonld  not  saerir 
fice  to  persoDtd  iocoavenienee  the  welfare  of  urn 
limes  tbeit  number,  that  tbey  might  be  fed  on 
more  dainty  food,  see  more  company,  ot  eojoy 
somewhat  more  of  personal  gratincaiion.  They 
would  not  by  a  removal  oonsuli  mere  personal  ao- 
commodatioQ  at  the  e^ose  of  those  so  greatly 
to  suffer. 

But  are  we  at  liberty  to  remove  ourselves  ?  C«a 
we  remove  the  seat  of  GhiverDment  7  Is  there  no 
doubt  on  the  constitutionality  of  a  removal? 
Does  not  ibiu  proposition  contemplate  a  violation 
of  the  public  iaitb,  which  imperiously  calls  npoa 
us  to  respect  the  honor  of  the  country  1  The 
faith  of  our  Government,  like  Cassar'K  wife,  must 
be  preserved  not  only  inviolate,  but  unsuspected. 
How  came  we  here?  By  the  wisdom  of  the 
Convention  which  framed  the  Coustttotiua.  The 
framers  of  our  Constitution  selected  a  district  ^ 
ten  miles  squan,  to  be  nadn  the  immediate  Md 
exclusivejurisdtction  of  Congress;  ibey  ingrafted 
it  into  the  Constitution  and  authorized  the  aco«|tf- 
ance  of  a  cession  of  this  territory  from  one  gr 
more  Statesj  for  what?  For  a  temporary  seat 
of  Government  ?  However  it  may  be  the  fastuoa 
of  the  present  day  to  cherish  this  changing  dispo- 
ution,  those  patriots  who  framed  this  iastroment 
never  did  suppose  that  this  was  not  to  be  the  seat 
of  Gk)vernmeot.  This  District  of  ten  miles  aqoaie 
was  intended  when  selected  to  be.  the  permanent 
seat  of  Gova-Dment.  the  depository  of  the  na- 
tion's archiveb.  This  spot  was  selected.  Bywhom 
was  the  whole  projected?  By  him  who  was  in- 
ferior to  no  man  living;  by  him  whose  judgment 
will  be  venerated  till  the  foundations  of  tibertr 
are  sapped  and  gone.  In  (he  maturity  of  hi^jad^ 
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■nt  eqwrieBee^  and  atta^meot  lo  his  natirc 
luibt  called  the  CmHtHntion  intoefibct  by  jAm- 
Aetctt  of  Ooreniimt  onthu  Bpot;  from  itt 
entnl  tttafttion,  its  hralth,-  iti  conrenieBce  to 
tbi  Atlantic,  ud  ita  easy  aeeesa  to  tbe  Weitern 
nms — for  all  tfaeae  eanses  oomtHoed  together,  I 
kid  the  most  prc^onnd  respect  and  .pFaee  the 
MMt  implicit  eoitfideoce  in  his  judgmmt.  And, 
appodiBe  from  hb  jadgment,  we  are  called  apon 
la  more  from  here  before  ve  are  scarcely  warm  in 
ear  seats,  from  do  better  eoDsideratioa  than  a  Ut- 
ile personal  ineoiiTeoieDee,  wilbont  eonsidering 
ike  merits  of  tbe  qaestton  on  pnUic  policy. 

The  resolution  on  yotir  table  cootempUtes  a 
Karited  fixiare  it  Philadelphia.  It  is  well  known 
aad  ealcelated  apon  that  the  popalation  of  Phil- 
adclphim  may  do  things  which  this  poor  place 
canoi.  They  calci^te  upon  the  superior  talr 
catsud  oreriMaring  wealth  and  in&miee  of  Phil- 
idelpbia,  lo  retam  the  seat  of  Ctorerament  tturc 
Mt  for  a  few  ^ears,  bat  as  long  as  Qoremment 
enis.  Kxpedioicyuid  thepowiegoodt— aman 
mt  he  hoodwinked  who  cannot  look  under  the 
cartua  and  see  what  these  words  mean. 

Ian  for  teuioiDg  the  QoTernmeat  h«e,  where 
it  WSJ  origisidiy  fixed  by  the  sage  whose  name  it 
hear^  aad  tbe  eeuUi^meot  of  which  may  almost 
ke  considered  as  an  act  of  the  GonstitntioD,beeaaBe 
tke  act  was  done  by  a  law  emanatiog  from  and 
earryiw  into  effect  a  prorisioa  of  tbe  Coosiim- 
lioa.  The  erection  of  ^wrmaaent  seat  of  Gov- 
enment  was  the  only  mode  on  earth  by  which 
the  Constitntional  provision  oonld  hare  been  ful- 
llled.  Didoarpradecessorseoesiderthisaaatem- 
■oiary  aeat  of  QoreumaDt  1  JEBrery  word  of  the 
Jnr  wUch  Ihey  enaeied,  and  which  was  a»nsid- 
Bed  as  an  interpretation  of  the  Constitvlion,  ezp 
pfCBsn  the  reverse.  Refer  to  chapter  38,  rol.  1. 
rfthe Laws (rf* the  United  States.  Letossea^ 
eonteBpoiary  eonstrvetiim  given  to  the  Constim- 
tiM  by  the  nembenof  that  Congress,  aoaoe  of 
whom  were  membere  oS  the  Conventioa  who 
fcuaed  ic,  men  distiagniphed  for  th«r  rigikoce 
k  gnardiag  fbe  Constitotion.  "That  a  di^et 
*  of  territory,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  stpiare,  to 
'  he  located  as  hereafter  directed  om  the  rirec  Po- 
'  toBiae,  at  some  place  between  the  mouths  of  the 
'  Eastern  Branch  aad  Coonegeeheague,  be  and  is 
'  h«i^  aceepfted* Wor  what  1  "  for  a  pernaaeat 
seat  o<  the  QoTornment  of  the  United  States,"  Ac* 
Aad  ia  succeeding  laws  on  this  av^eot  the  same 
JaagMge  is  repeated.  No  man  Unng  erer  coa- 
siTMd  that  inatnimeat  to  give  excluaira  jurisdie- 
tim  om  a  eotaia  tanitory  for  a  uaapoiary  aeat 
<f  GorarmcBt.  We  ail  know  die  disuvaDtages 
atmdui  OK  a  temporary  HUation ;  there  are 
gtatlcawa  within-  the  hearing  of  an  voice  who 
knov  Mie  eonteete  whieh  aiose  whetner  it  shoald 
he  held  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  ebewhere, 
prerieas  lo  its  being  mede  statioMry.  Neither 
the  fraoms  of  the  Coosiitnlion,  or  the  Legisleture 
who  carried  it  into  effect,  ever  did  dream  that 
this  was  to  be  any  odier  than  the  permanent  seat 
<f  Oorenmenc  Tbe  expeneee  iaenrted  hen  alto 
MontestaUy  domoostrate  that  to  hm  heen  the 
iaianii—  of  the  lirytafnw 
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Bnapose^  Sx  tbe  si^  of  argamen^^  that  I  torn 
mistaken  in  the  GoastitutionaT  reqwsilion )  mA 
that  the  fixing  the  seat  of  Oorerament  was  a  sini;- 
[rfe  l^ialative  act  as  all  other  acts,  and  piedieated 
not  apon  tbe  ConstitotioB  hut  upon  expediency. 
Reflect,  and  say,  whether  in  otuisequence  of  that 
act  yon  would  not  by  removal  violate  the  pablie 
faith.  I  mean  not  by  tbis  to  say  that  any  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  has  less  respect  for  it  than  me, 
or  that  any  one  woald  wantonly  concur  in  vio-- 
tation  of  it;  bat  it  is  fair  argament.  When  the 
cession  of  the  territory  was  accepted,  and  the  City 
of  Washington  designated  as  it  was  to  become 
the  permanent  seat  of  Oorerament^,  I  ask  the  hon- 
orable members  of  this  House,  being  then  a  wit- 
derpess,  whether  on  the  faith  of  its  being  pernoa- 
nently  the  aeat  of  Qoremment,  individiials  did 
not  eome  forward  and  iuTeat  rasi  property  in  lota 
and  improTaments  on  it?  Did  you  not  by  law 
aelctmnty  say  that  this  should  be  the  penuneftt 
seat  of  Govammrat,  and  invite  numbers  of  pet- 
sons  to  come  here,  to  build  honses  and  make  la-. 

Covements  which  neecsearily  grew  out  of  thM 
w  t  Wan  not  the  investment  of  their  propertyr 
a  legitimate  act,  in  parsuanoe  of  a  public  law  ? 
Unquestionably  it  was.  If  you  remove  heuM, 
what  will  be  the  eonscqoenoe  ?  Are  the  people 
who  hare  reposed  their  confidence  in  the  faith  of 
a  public  law  to  be  sacrificed?  Hare  they  no, 
right  to  complain  of  a  violation  of  the  aattonal 
faith  by  a  remoral,  if  agreed  to  7  I  ask  if  this 
law  did  not  hold  out  to  them  a  permanency? 
And  if  after  a  lapee  of  seren  years  the  seat  of 
Qoveroraau  is  removed,  if  that  act  has  not  been 
a  dcooy  to  all  thoaa  people  who,  e«fiding  ia  a 
public  act,  have  settled  in  the  city  7  Bay  that 
we  are  capable  <tf  repealing  that  law ;  if  we  do  it, 
it  not  the  repeal  an  infraction  of  good  fluth  ana 
Qoatraot  with  those  who  advanced  their  money?. 
Ia  ii  less  a  breech  of  oootrect  to  indoce  a  man  to 
eoBoe  brae  u  hopes  and  confidence  in  the  permar 
noioy  of  the  Qovemment  here,  than  it  would  be 
to  barrow  money  on  the  faith  of  the  nation,  and 
hj  a  simple  act  of  legislation  to  wipe  away  the 
obligation  to  r^y  that  money?  Forennera 
were  by  law  competent  to  hold  real  estate.  Large 
sums  were  by  these  men  rested  in  the  property- 
of  this  city,  relying  on  the  faith  of  the  United 
Stales.  How  so  ?  Here  is  the  law,  I  hold  it  ia 
my  hand,  fixing  a  permanent  seat  of  Gorernmentt 
If  persons  embark  their  property  in  this  stock, 
on  what  do  they  do  it?  On  the  aitb  of  this  law. 
Repeal  thb  law,  remove  the  aeat  of  GkireniiiMMi 
udour  faith  is  gone  in  Burope ;  Ibr  those  natiMa 
who  hold  slock  in  oar  fnnds  mil  aa  soon  enaet 
that  the  obligation  to  pay  that  shall  be  ceoeei  lied, 
as  that  we  i^enld  riolate  oar  faiih  by  repealing 
a  law  in  whieh  it  is  pledfjed.  Take  ue  queetion 
in  this  view,  and  it  is  all-impiwtant. 

An  honorable  gentleoMn,  whose  liberality  I 
approve,  has  no  idea  that  ample  oompenaatiou  fot 
these  losses  should  not  be  made.  If  this  measnra 
shoald  carry,  he  w4Mild  not  find  many  aeoondera 
of  that  motion ;  more  eqwciallyat  this  time.  Do 
gentlemen  believe  that  compensation  is  snioody 
mtanded?  Nosachbaliaf caabeeheriabedj  Qen- 

C,g,  zed  Google 


1547 


1648 


B.OVIL 


llimcD  vill  not-  ftd  theaudTcs  bomd  to  «UeDd 
M  tfae  diotales  of  conseieDce  when  thtj  di»reg«rd 
the  obligaiioDt  of  a  law :  their  will  Dot  leave  the 
people  as  ther  fouad  them  ;  ttiey  will  leare  them 
ruined,  by  comio;  forward  with  their  property  to 
ftn&ish  those  aceommodaitmH  whieh  we  now  eii> 
joy.  I  trast,  however  ineoDTeDicnt  or  dispersed 
the  ntaatioo  of  our  places  of  residence,  howerer 
indiKreot  our  acooeimodations,  that  these  minor 
and  petty  consideratioas  will  be  thrown  oat  of 
Tiew,  when  geodemea  consider  the  situation  of 
those  who  have  a  ri^t  to  be  reinembcred  when 
this  messore  is  coosKlered. 

I  do  most  ardently  hope,  that  this  question, 
wdien  onee  i^iated,  may  forerer  be  laid  to  rest, 
wo  that  a  eoofideoee  in  the  pemtaBeaey  of  the 
Gorerament  may  inspire  persons  with  a  dispo- 
akioB  to  settle  here  and  better  oar  aeeommoda- 
tfcna ;  for,  so  long  as  this  question  is  sgiteted,  so 
long  proportiona£l]f  will  eonftdenee  bediminished 
ana  hope  extingtmhed.  Aeeommodatkmi  wilt 
flow  w»se  from  year  to  ]rear,  and  at  leagth  be 
awde  a  pretence  for  reasoval.  From  year  to  year 
yon  will  preTeat  others  from  making  improre- 
menls,  ana  then  easily  make  it  a  pretext  for  eon- 
plaint  against  aooomtaodatioos.  The  House,  I 
liHl'CiWTinced,  will  not  do  this;  they  will  set  dif- 
fnently;  they  will  eaeoura^e  and  promote  this 
place  from  iu  peculiar  sitaation ;  for  ootbiog  has 
yet  been  seid  to  jwtifyan  act  pregnant  with  such 
misehieToaa  eonscqueoets  to  the  peo|de  and  the 
nation. 

Bat,  says  an  honorable  gentleman,  yon  wish  to 
alifle  inquiry.  I  ask  aisottssion,  for  iaforma- 
tioa,  for  caiealatioDs ;  aikd  if  a«y  honorable  mem- 
ber will  eonrhice  me  that  it  w  Constitntional  and- 
nroper,  and  that  it  is  demanded  of  us  by  the  pub- 
Do  good,  I  myself,  for  public  goad  most  be  pre- 
ftrrra  to  priraie  feelings,  will  rote  for  it.  Bat 
the  ease  is  so  plain  that  be  who  runs  may  read. 
If  the  affairs  of  Qoverament  be  not  better  traas- 
seted  here  than  at  Philadriphia,  they  will  not  be 
worse.  Shall  we  gain  by  going  to  Philadelphia, 
in  preference  to  suying  here  7  Shall  we  gam  hy 
lemoral  to  a  large  commercial  town,  whose  capi- 
tal and  interests  are  much  in  the  hands  of  for- 
eigners domiciliated  among  them,  a  motley  crew, 
a  beteroseoeous  mixtore,  coming  from  erery  por- 
liea  oi  toe  globe  ?  Are  we  likely  to  increase  in 
our  aitachmeat  to  repaUican  habits,  by  sneh  a. 
ehaage?  Certainly  not. 

On  another  aceonal  I  should  objeot  1«  a  re- 
nani  to  Fhilad^phia,  if  no  other  objeetlon  «>- 
istod.  Honorable  and  iodepeadcot  men  may  be 
juflaeooed  and  bianed  by  exteraal  objects  without 
tbemsdves  knowing  it ;  aad  this  would  be  greatly 

E'omotcd  by  going  to  a  large  comoMreiartoWft. 
haU  we  acquire  more  local  ioformatioa  there  f 
No.  Can  a  member  from  Qeorgia  there  procure 
tetter  information  in  relation  to  his  doty  to  his 
eoDstitneata,  than  he  can  here?  No.  loforma- 
lixm,  then,  be  eaa  give  you  none,  accept  it  be  to 
prejadiee  you  in  faror  of  commerce,  for  which 
KBBon  it  IS  the  worst  place  you  can  go  to,  as  it 
may  insensibly  indoeeyou  to  sacrifice  agrieultnra 
at  the  shrine  of  that  oomoaerce  now  ^c^rdneiDg 
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the  best  interest  of  tfae  eonntryi  and  leading  «a  tm 
war.  These  are  evils  likely  lo  grow  out  of  a  wt^ 
moTal ;  I  do  not  say  they  will,  but  it  is  right  to- 
coDsrder  what  may  poeaibly  exist  in  the  one  frfaee, 
and  whieh  cannot  exist  in  the  other.  I  do  rer^jr 
beliere  from  my  soul  that  was  it  not  for  the  si»- 

fle  circumstance  of  obtaining  nFacaaatioo  from. 
Europe  with  greater  ease,  that  tiw  National  Le- 
gislature should  mt  IB  the  heart  of  the  agriotal* 
toral  interest  instead  of  running  into  cities.  A 
femoral  into  a  large  commereiu  oity,  where  nil 
the  inhabitants  wouM  give  us  good  dinners  and 
haodsome  entertainments,  opeming  on  oar  pacju- 
dices and  takiagadraatageef  unguarded  momenta, 
would  insensibly  bias  our  better  jadgment.  The 
ftgrieultvral  aaa  eommermal  interests  are  nM  the 
same.  Agrieolture  can  never  amalgamate  wt^ 
commerce,  bat  oomneree  may  iovolTe  agtira^ 
tore  in  the  expeikse  of  a  war.  Thcw  is  noMBg^ 
under  Heaven  to  indnee  me  to  remove  to  PhilaF> 
delphia.  If  the  seat  of  Gomnment  maat  bm 
moved,  take  it  to  any  consideraUe  iolaad  taara, 
wiiere  honorable  genttemrai  may  long  enjoy  gioM 
health.  If  yon  wish  for  good  health  aM  liriaK 
go  to  Lancaster.  But  as  in  my  heart  and  sonl  I 
believe  ibat  almost  all  the  benefits  are  enjoyed 
here  that  ceotd  be  enjoyed  in  any  other  pdaee,  and 
as  this  is  fixed  as  the  permanent  seat  of  Qovem- 
ment  by  the  law  and  the  Consiitutioa,  I  Amk  ic 
roost  unwise  on  any  consideration  to  attempt  » 
removal,  supposing  no  individual  hgary  lo  reanlr 
from  removal. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Yorii  (Mr. 
QAnnaiiiBa)  supposes  that  the  HMtion  of  the  gnn- 
deman  from  Vi^inia  (Mr.  Lnwia)  was  intewM 
to  stifle  disensMon.  I  weuM  not  for  a  wmwc 
jeopardise  the  property  of  the  eiiiron,  or  give  rien- 
to  a  supposition  that  we  had  an  idea  of  violatbi^ 
the  ConstitutioD  or  the  laws.  Doss  the  geMla- 
man  suppose  the  minority  eoald  be  conriaeed  bj> 
reason  or  argnmeilt }  I  never  yet  sawa  miflmty 
which  eoald.  The  geaileman  says  if  we  new 
striln  it  down,  it  wilt  be  brought  forward  aeoA 
year.  If  there  be  a  minority  they  will  no  doate 
DiiDg  it  forward  next  year,  if  they  have  the  whole 
session  now  allowed  for  disonssioo.  It  is  nether 
improper  nor  impolitic  at  this  time  to  decide  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  has  mention- 
ed society.  If  we  remoTe  to  a  plaee  where  thvre 
araabonoanee  of  ladies  aad  good  efaeen  it  islihialif 
weahallnowandthenbeTenissinoiirni^.  That 
might  be  a  reason  w4if  this  of  othen  is  thn 
pWec  to  sit  in.  If  ever  yoti  wnot  men  to  do  tfanir 
dnty,  I  have  found  it  a  good-thing  to  plM«  tliann 
where  they  have  nothing  to  take  off  niclr  atm- 
tion;  and  nif  npen  it,  wherever  you  xnerene 
temptation,  yon  eooenrage  neglect  of  duty. 

i  have  no  doabt  that  the  honorable  memikn 
who  made  thi»  motion  has  given  the  sense  of  fai» 
oonstitueots;  bnt  something  of  local  iatereit  ia  to 
be  given  op  to  a  Qovemmeet  of  eompromiae  like 
ours ;  muoh  was  given  np  to  il*  origin  aad  ranch 
must  be  sorrcndered  now.  If  1  am  not  misinkem 
Philadelphia  heraetf  is  now  treiadding^  aEvt^ 
watching  the  direotion  of  a  great  western  tmm 
iriiich  is  coatempkted  to  lend  to  BallinMvcv  nad 
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^  vbiek  th«  wiU  feel  harwlf  injured.  -  The 
kaaenkte  geDtJeiMik  wbo  feel  it  that  true  inter- 
M  to  htve  coniBUDicaiton  with  the  Weateru 
cneiTT  bjr  aojr  road  wbich  sball  tenmnate  at 
Flnt  CniberUiid,  are,  ia  tbe  tree  spirit  of  coin* 
■tree,  looking  for  pecuniary  adTaolag*  orer  each 
eiber.  IseetbehouorablegeotleinaDsiDile.  Let 
Philadtlpbia  field  ber  iig£to  to  wbere  tbey  «re 
betur  i^aced  for  the  oational  eecurtty.   This  road 
iitbe great  ooDoecliag  liok  between  tbe  Westeru 
toBntry  and  the  Atlantic  waicn ;  and  tbe  strag- 
gle it  lo  remove  U  so  as  to  go  nearer  to  Philadeh 
jthii.  Tbe  same  objeelion  which  applies  to  Phila- 
li^Ua  appticB  to  BMiimore.  No  ffreat  comner- 
du  town  It  sttited  for  the  aeat  of  Qorerameot. 
Tbe  bowiaUe  members  of  tbe  UoiuerdBt  y  weigh* 
iig  this  uieetion,  will  certainly  find  it  their  duty 
K  gin  aith  to  a  law  whi«h  they  tbemselrai 
kkf  s  enacted. 

Mr.  MiLxoB  said  this  was  •  subject  of  gr«t 
inporUDce,  as  was  evinced  by  the  anxiety  of 
tMN  who  had  spoken  ttgaiust  remoral.  He  shoald 
kve  hoped  that  tbe  importance  of  the  subject 
nvcM  htfeindoeed  gentlemen  to  wish  for  ume 
to  CMiito  it  matttrdy,  that  erery  geBtlemaa 
■iyi^  ktft  an  opportunity  fairly  to  delibmta, 
*>V^  weli,  and  decide  wisely  upea  it.  Ji  ap- 
IMo^lwirerer,  that  genileooaen  are  determined  to 
ng  Ike  principle  to  immediate  discussioo  and 
daeiuDB.  This  looked  to  him  as  if  gentlemen 
wn  afnud  that  the  House  should  have  an  oppor- 
Maity  of  deliberating  upon  this  subject,  He  re- 
nUteied  that  the  subject  was  iatrodueed  in  dia- 
QMiOB  of  another  qnesttan  a  Caw  days  ago,  and 
Mtted  with  Itgbtaeas  by  a  gentiemaa  wno  hat 
Ikii  day  aiered  an  indefiniie  pdstpoaemeat }  aa- 
Hhei  gcotteman,  lo-day,  could  scarcely  -believe  it 
■oioas.  Tbne  some  who  were  op^wted  to  it  told 
thna  ihu  they  eaoDot  believe  it  is  seriously 
■eaot,  while  otacES  on  the  fcame  side  deem  it  very 
wnMu  iadeed,  aad  therefore  wished  to  strangle  tt 
u  its  hifih  without  further  discussiou.  He  hoped 
the  goad  sease  of  the  House  would  induce  them 
10  paoie  and  conjiider  before  they  decided  ou  the 
^CMai  focstioa.  He  did  not  pcopoee  new  to  eo- 
l*r  faliy  iqto  a  diseassioa  of  iia  merits,  but  just 
ttply  to  a  few  obeervatioaa  of  the  gentlemen  wbo 
MdspakfB  agBiatt  the  resolution. 

A  KMtleaMB  fr«aa  Vicgioia  (Mr.  Lbwib)  has 
■md,  if  we  can  Uuok  of  giving  up  the  place 
auer  w  teach  money  has  beea  upe  aded?  IwiU 
a  mm  aA  him  a  question ;  wbere  have  thaae  tea 
ar  fiftecB  miUiose  been  eBpcotkd  1  Let  as  look 
•Moid  and  see  what  we  have  ibr  them.  It  b 
^oe  that  here  we  are  oenveacd  in  aHpleadid  mau- 
MwuHfia  which  we  are  botied  nlive  forfbvr  or 
are  hours  a  day,  and  whieh,  notwithstanding  aU 
w^nc  of  gentlemen  in  speaking,  is  so  ill  cen- 
»*fe«ed  for  ooderstaading,  that  we  might  almost 

^  be  inraored  in  the  silence  of  the  tomb. 
JMimaverysr^adid  housealsofor  tbe  Presl- 
dMI of  the  United  Stalw;  but  wbere  is  ill  A 
■wand a  half  heooe,  in-  another  village;  for  as 
toflHy,  ii  is  a  bnrksqtie  npon  the  term  to  call  this 
We  have  also  public  offices,  so  di«aDt 
w  ■»Hhiij  who  have  iha  aliflbteu  boaineae  to 


traaaaet  eannot  do  it  withoatt  negieotlng  their 
duty.  This  city,  aa  it  is  called,  is  about  sixteea 
years  old,  and  ia  vet  appareatly  in  it*  very  in&»* 
oy.  We  are  told  that  abeot  from  tea  to  fiflea 
railliona  have  been  expended  in  biinging  it  to  ita 
present  stale.  I  ask  how  long  it  wul  be  before 
we  can  possibly  be  accommodated  with  any  eoit- 
venienoe  ?  U  theie  to  be  no  end  to  the  expendi- 
ture? We  have  not  only  expended  these  large 
sums  for  tbe  erection  of  buildiogt,  but  after  that 
we  must  appropriate  more  for  watcbiag  them  and 
keeping  them  in  repair.  This  very  House  ban 
caused  an  increase  of  the  conUngeai  expense  at 
not  less  than  85,000  at  this  lime,  whieh  mut  ba 
continoed  and  perhaps  iBcceaaed  every  aeasioo. 

It  ia  aekBowledffed  fey  members  and  eittaea^ 
that  the  dty  Is  laid  oat  on  aa  inpractieabla  ptaob 
and  that  in  its  present  form  it  never  wQI  asaama 
the  shape  of  a  city.  Is  it  possible  to  prodoee  tm 
instaoee  of  any  city  iMd  out  on  -this  plan  ariiviaff 
to  perfection  i  AU  the  iahabitaats,  if  gatheiea 
togethtf  in  one  spot,  would  not  be  aUe  to  pay 
the  expense  of  paving,  lighting,  and  watching, 
tbe  avenues  and  siseeis,  on  account  of  their  greal 
width.  It  is  said  that  tbe  city  must  be  concen- 
trated, and  it  is  allowed  that  it  would  be  absurd 
10  expect  it  to  grow  into  importance  unless  it  ie 
concentrated,  ff,  then,  we  consider  the  policy  at 
the  measure,  it  will  be  considered  as  impolitic  in 
the  extreme  to  go  on  expending  millions  from 
year  to  vear  ia  endeavoring  taefieet  objects  whick 
.  caauot  be  fiaally  cAoted  i^r  all  that  la  htvialwdw 
A  eompariaon  has  hcea  made  betweea  tha  heahh- 
inesa  M  this  city  and  Pfatladelphia.  I  an  no* 
pre^red  with  doeumeats  new  to  make  the  con* 
pansoa;  bat  one  fact  I  will  state  which  can  be 
proven ;  that  during  the  long  sitting  at  Philadel- 
pfaia  the  deaths  among  the  members  of  Coogreas 
were  but  three,  perhaps  only  xvrxt,  and  I  need  oolyi 
recur  to  tbe  last  session  to  show  that  as  many 
deaths  have  oecnrred  here  ia  me  aeasi«»  as  im 
Philadelphia  durtay  the  whole  tine  Congreaa  sat 
there. 

Having  no  doooments,  I  eaooot  go  into  nino- 
ti»  upon  the  comparative  bealthioess  ef  the  two 
places ;  but  having  been  bom  and  brought  up  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  aed  having  also  resided 
several  years  in  ihe  net^hborhoed  of  this  plaee,  I 
am  swiously  of  the  opmion  that  Philadelphia  ia 
by  far  tbe  mofe  healthy  place. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  geatleman  from  Mary- 
land that  he  shouM  m  at  all  timee  opposed  to  tbe 
seat  of  Qorernment  bein^  fixed  in  any  large  oity, 
and  be  has  alloded  to  tbe  influence  which  it  might 
possess  over  nwmbers  of  Congress.  I  will  ask 
the  honorable  member  whether  he  £aels  that  he 
should  be  influenced  by  coasidemiione  of  that  na- 
ture ?  I  have  put  this  question  home  to  individ- 
ual merabm  who  have  made  this  aaggestioo,  but 
have  never  yet  found  the  man  who  thought  t^k 
he  himself  should  be  influenced  in  tbat.way.  He 
has  no  suspicion  of  himself^  but  mistrusta  hit 
weaker  friends.  I  caanot  suppose'  that  tbe  Rep- 
resMitatives  of  the  Mtion  can  possibly  be  so  weak 
or  wicked  as  to  suffar  comridcra«ioas  of  this  kind 
to  iaiacBoe  then  better  judgaaaau  Bui  I  siU 
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admit  it  fbr  a  momeDt,  for  arguffien^s  sake.  Is  it 
not  contemplated  by  tbe  friends  of  this  place  that 
it  will  become  a  large  city?  And  do  tliey  not 
bring  forward  as  an  argament  thftt  W9  will  not 
give  tbis  city  a  fair  cbanee;  that  if  we  cease  to 
agitate  this  question,  the  city  will  grow  and  flour- 
isfal  Whenever  that  time  arrives,  agreeably  to 
tbe  gentleman's  argument,  it  will  be  necessarv  to 
remove,  becaose  a  large  city  is  not  tbe  place 
where  Congress  ought  to  siu 

1  have  been  always  of  opinion  that  the  interests 
of  agriculture  and  commerce  are  intimately  blend- 
ed with  each  other;  that  the  inierests  of  the  one 
eannot  be  greatly  promoted  mtboat  esseDtlallr 
siding  those  of  the  other.  Tbis  bein^  the  seeoad 
eommerclal  nation  in  tbe  world,  it  is  necessary 
that  the  Legislature  of  the  Union  sboold  meet  in 
n  pbtce  where  they  can  obtain  the  best  commer- 
cial information.  From  tbe  very  nature  of  our 
OoTemmeat  thnre  is  no  daD|[er,  nor  can  any  be 
apprehended,  bat  that  the  agrictiltural  interest  of 
we  nation  will  be  fully  represented  on  tbis  floor. 
The  growing  interest  of  the  Western  country, 
and  their  rapidly  inereasing  population,  will  assur- 
edly give  a  full  representation  to  the  agricultural 
interest  of  the  country;  but  I  cannot  believe,  at 
the  same  time  not  wisbiog  to  derosate  from  their 
merits,  that  gentlemen  born  and  eoucated  in  the 
interior  can  be  as  capable  of  legislating  here  on 
aommeretal  subjects,  or  that  they  can  so  clearly 
4taoem  the  connexion  between  agriculture  and 
oommeree  as  in  a  la^  cimmKTcial  city*  I  am 
tottf  that,  upon  vanous  oecasiona,  I  nave  dia- 
cemed  a  degree  of  prejudice  on  the  minds  of  some 
gentlemen  against  tbe  commcreul  interest  of  tbis 
eoantry.  It  never  can  be  dangerous  to  tbe  agri- 
eultural  interest  while  the  representation  of  the 
Wtter  on  this  floor  so  greatly  overitalanees  the  for- 
mer, which  most  always  be  the  case. 
'  It  has  been  objected  to  this  proposition  by  some 
gentlemen,  that  the  Constitution  has  fixed  this  as 
the  permaneot  seat  of  Government,  and  that  with- 
out a  violation  of  the  Constitution  we  cannot 
ebange  it.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
Kay)  did  not  seem  to  insist  so  strongly  upon  this 
as  some  others,  while  however  he  was  inclined  to 
this  idea.  Woat  says  tbe  Constitution  on  this 
■nfaiieet?  "  Congressuiall  aereise  cxclnsire  legia- 
(-lation  in. all  eases  whatsoever  over  such  district 

*  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  is  may,  by  ees- 
'  sion  of  pitniealar  States,  and  the  aeeeptaoce  of 

*  CmMtress,  become  the  seat  of  tbe  Qovernment  of 

*  the  United  States."  The  same  section  also  goes 
On  and  says,  ^  And  to  exercise  like  authority  over 
'  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
'  latore  of  tne  State  in  which  the  tame  shall  be, 
'  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals, 

*  dock-yatds,  and  other  needful  raildiiL^." 

Thus  tbe  two  subjeets  are  btended  in  tbe  same 
section.  The  same  contract  appears  to  be  made 
in  relation  to  the  one  as  in  rdauon  to  the  other. 
I  will  ask  gentlemen  do  they  believe  that  Coa- 
gress  has  not  a  right  to  discontinue  a  navy  yard 
or  a  dock-yard  1  Not  a  gentleman  in  the  House 
will  say  that  Congress  has  not  full  power  to  do 
Ais.   I  can  see  nothing  to  rastnia  tnem  itt-  tin 


one  case  which  would  not  reatcnin  them  in  the 
other.  Suppose  that  the  seat  of  OovenmcBt 
should  be  fixed  in  a  place  so  extremely  nnbealthr 
that  members  wonld  not  go  to  the  spot  designated, 
feeling  such  a  degree  (»  terror  for  its  character 
(this  I  state  merely  as  a  possible  case)  as  to  in* 
duce  them  rather  to  decline  the  honor  of  an  elee- 
tion  than  come  lo  the  seat  of  Government:  or 
suppose  it  should  be  found  that  the  city  or  [uace 
was  in  danger  of  immediate  invasion,  so  that 
there  was  a  probability  that  the  Congress  might 
be  seized  and  carried  off*.  Even  this  u  a  possible 
case.  Would  there  in  these  cases  be  no  remedy  t 
A  great  many  other  reasons  might  be  bronght  for- 
ward to  show  that  the  place  for  tbe  seat  m  Got* 
ernment  was  not  a  proper  one,  and  yet  it'is  e<Mi- 
teoded  that  we  must  submit,  and  no  alteration 
could  be  made.  Nothing  more  is  meant  by  this 
provision  of  the  Constitutioa  than  that  during  the 
time  in  which  the  seat  of  Qovernment  shall  be 
fixed  in  any  place,  we  should  have  exclusive  jn- 
risdiction  of  that  place ;  it  never  could  be  nnwr* 
stood  to  tie  us  down  to  that  district. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  would  be  a  Tiolation 
of  private  contract,  and  that  if  we  remore  we 
must  make  all  losses  good  ?  I  do  not  believe  that 
BO  implied  contract  of  this  nature  is  strictly  bind- 
ing on  the  Govemnent.  But  I  believe  that  thoae 
individuals  who  tiave  made  purchases  and  ino* 
provements  on  the  faith  of  the  Goremmest  oasfat 
to  be  remunerated,  and  I  hc^e  they  wfH  be,  if  it 
should  be  thooaht  tbe  intwest  vS  the  United  States 
that  the  seat  of  QovemBMttt  should  be  rerao-red. 

This  sutaeet  waa  not  eontemplaled  by  myself 
as  bemg  likdy  at  this  moment  to  occupy  tlie  at- 
tention of  the -House.  I  certainly  expected  the 
opponents  of  the  measure  would  be  willing  to 
postpone  a  discussion  that  every  gentleman  imghl 
mform  'himself,  and  that  tt  might  be  &irly-  and 
deliberately  decided.  We  have  beard  BUiny- 
things  asserted  which  ought  to  be  inquired  into. 
I  have  been  informed  that  a  high  and  retpouHble 
officer  of  Government  has  said  that  tbe  Gorern- 
raenl  does  sustain  a  loss  by  ccmtinuing  here.  I 
wish  tbis  to  be  ncertaioed.  Why  arc  we  to  foe 
forced  into  a  discussion  ?  Why  are  gentlemen  so 
averse  to  inquiry?  It  appears  to  me  that  their 
fears  are  alarmed ;  that  they  are  convinced  tbet 
a  mature  consideration  will  operate  against  theoa. 
I  must,  therelbre,  conclude  that  those  gentlemen 
so  desirous  of  imncdiate  discussion  most  be  of 
ofunioD  that  farther  time  will  operate  against 
them  and  in  favor  of  the  measore.  I  hope  tbe 
House  will  see  the  propriety  of  postponing  the 
suluect  at  least  for  a  kw  days. 

An  adjournment  was  now  called  for,  and  car^ 
ried. 


Wednesoay  February  3. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  Preaident 
of  the  United  Sutes  transmitting  certain  orders 
of  the  British  Government  against  the  maritime 
rights  of  oeutrais,  beariag  date  tbe  eieventh  of 
November,  1807.  The  Message,  and  doeumenu 
aeoeapanying  thesain^  were  read,  and  refeoed 
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tnlbe  Committee  of  the  Wfcote  M  the  titteof 

Hr.  Vm  RnresiuBs,  irom  th«  comnittw 
■fftiimd  on  the  Dinih  tiltino,  prevented  n  bill 
»  tbe  relter  of  Samnel  Wkilii^ ;  vliieb  was 
fctd  twice  and  cooimitted  to  a  GotsaiUtee  of  the 
Whole  on  Mmida^  next. 
Hr.  Lon  tnbmitted  tb«  foHowing  retolaiaoa : 
Xitohitl,  Hut  two  other  memben  be  added  to  the 
cammittee,  eafled  **Tim  Cmnmittee  of  the  Diitriet 
Oohmbn." 

Tbe  said  resolntion  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
Ke  OD  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindezter, 

Resolved,  That  the  Comniittee  of  Ways  aod 
Means  be  directed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and  if 
taj,  what,  ameodments  are  nrcessary  in  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  laying  and  eoltecting  duties 
on  imports  and  toooage,  within  the  territories  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three, 
between'  die  United  States  and  the  French  Re- 
tnb!ic,and  for  other  pm-pose^.** 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

The  Hoeae  resomed  the  eoastderaUon  of  tb« 
moJotioD  propoaed  by  Mr.  SLOAHifer  tbe  r»> 
iMni  €f  ihe  seat  of  GorerDnieBt  of  the  United 
States  to  the  city  of  Phibdelphifr— Mr.  Lbwib'b 
notion  for  Indennite  postponement  being  onder 
coBiidcrattOD. 

Mr.  QAaoBMiEB  said  he  was  compelled,  by  the 
coarse  whteh  had  been  taken  by  those  oppwied  to 
Ae  resolatioBj  to  give  his  opinion  on  it  without 
that  inlbnMUon  ud  tbosa  lights  which  be  eonU 
JttTe  mshcd.  H«  feh  how  anjpleasaDt,  how  pain- 
M  it  wai  10  debate  this  qocstion  in  this  plaaa. 
Bm,  bow  BHieh  aaerer  he  might  regard  the  feel- 
fagi  of  thoae  who  heard  him,  bis  diHy  would 
•oapel  him  to  say  things  wbtch  might  wonnd 
then,  IB  B|Ht«  of  all  his  wishes  to  the  ^ntrary. 
laderd,  tbeie  is  nothing  to  ebeer  me  on  the  way 
which  I  most  take — the  oonrss  whieh  I  hare  pre- 
•ertbcdto  myself. 

That  this  place  was  not  fit  to  be  the  seat  of  the 
Got  era  meat  of  a  great  aad  powerful  empire,  and 
nerer  conld  beeome  so,  he  had  long  been '  eMr*- 
viaccd.  There  was  nothii^  in  its  local  sittialion 
toreeomnwad  it,  nothing  in  what  had  been  done 
toward  iia  improrement,  and  certainly  nothing  in 
the  iaaeastng  expenses  with  which  they  ware 
llmMeacd.  The  situation  of  the  members  was 
ntremdy  ineoBreoient  to  tham^  both  posonalJy 
ud  as  it  resnrded  the  diaehatga  of  their  official 
datiea,  for  it  waa  impossible  to  attend  their  dmy 
■  the  How  ud  to  do  any  business  at  any  of 
Aicficts.  Their  doty  at  one  iriace  or  tbe  other 
he  sacrificed.  ThaseaUered  sitoatioa  of  the 
■■Uings  rendered  this  tneritaUe.  Yon  hare 
Mrcdy  been  able  to  form  a  Tillage  eapable  of 
•MMMMdating  tbe  members  of  Congress.  Yet 
ggrtlemea  talied  of  tbb  eily  I  of  cheeking  the 
Sfovii  of  thia  eiry  I  Yes,  sir,  a  city  which,  for 
eight  yean,  has  faaOcd  all  the  lU»arality,  all  the 
TKMaess  of  Qoreniment  How  long,  ha  aak- 
td,ai«wai*g»  «K  Araogh  MttmtAmifhttm 


m  are  «Ua  to ptteeiTe  chat  it  aevereu  boa  eity^ 
if  the  rasolt  of  an  ttght  years'  experiment  briaia 
nooDBTietioa?  If  hope  be  still  able  tostriig^ 
againet«videBee  so  irresistible,  argnmoit  wonU 
be  Taia.  But  he  begged  gentlemen  to  coBsidei 
that  there  was  a  point  at  wnich  ereo  hope  shoold 
stop — they  had  arrived  at  that  point.  A  ^ntle^ 
man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Lswia)  bad  said  ihat 
fifteen  mtUioas  of  dollars  had  been  expeoded  on 
this  spot,  and  therefore  Congress  should  not  re- 
more;  ibeieliase  they  should  stay  to  expend  prob- 
ably fifteen  millions  more.  For  where  could  ila 
effeots  be  sceol  Had  it  produced n  city?  Had 
it  ao  much  as  .produced  8oc<Hnmodalions  for  the 
members  of  Congress?  Bntithad  beensaidthat 
they  ought  to  submit  to  personal  ineoBToueoeea. 
True.  No  personal  inoonTenieuee  should  be  irk- 
some by  wlueh  Ihe  public  good  was  to  be  promo- 
ted ;  but  it  oould  not,  be  justly  deuuoded  of  th«« 
to  do  perpetual  penance,  to  sentence  iheauelrea 
to  voluntary  martyrdom,  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
tapping,  of  draining,  year  after  year,  the  poUie 
Treasury,  that  those  who  live  upon  the  vitals  of 
the  Oovemment  may  not  porish  for  mnt  of  the 
sustenance  they  derived  from  it,  and  which,  if 
geotlemen  on  tbe  other  side  could  be  believed, 
was  aU  they  depended  or  could  depend  upon. 

Even  in  this  splendid  edifice,  ou  which  so  much 
had  been  lavished,  but  which,  after  all,  was  totally 
unfit  for  the^urposeof  debate — in  whieh  if  mem* 
bers  wished  even  to  hear  what  was  aaid,  they  wece 
obli|;ed  to  exercise  their  earaest,  their  utmost  at- 
tention— the  miser  did  not  bend  oMre  caroestly 
over  his  darling  gold  than  they  wen  obliged  to  i» 
to  oatch,  amid  the  ever  eontending  echoes  of  iIm 
Hall,  the  indistinet  sounds  of  theapeaker.  Unleaa 
apprized  previoudy  of  what  was  to  be  the  subjeet 
of  debate,  nine-tenths  of  what  was  said  would 
never  be  heard-  by  nine-tenths  of  the  memben. 
So  £ar,  tbe  labon  of  the  architect,  sod  the  libco 
raUty  of  Congress,  have  been  exercised  to  no 
purpose. 

In  one  word,  said  Mr.  O.,  is  there  anything  in 
this  city  whioii  invites  us  to  stay  ?  Or,  in  other 
words,  and  to  place  tbe  question  in  a  proper  point 
of  light,  if  we  were  id  aoother  place,  u  there  any- 
thing, hen,  a  view  of  whish  would  induce  ua  to 
oome  hen  7  la  there  a  member  on  this  floor  so 
bold  as  to  assert  that  he  would  come  here,  with 
the  knowledge  he  possessed  of  this  <vty  ?  If  there 
is  none,  and  be  would  almost  venture  to  say  none 
could  be  found,  the  arguments  to  induce  us  to  re- 
main should  be  very  convincing,  very  eonolnsive- 
indeed.  Tbe  considerations  to  remain  in  a  place 
to  which  we  ought  (as  experience  had  ia«OBles»- 
aUy  Bioved)  never  to  have  come,  shnaid  be  im- 
nstibie.  Bat,  were  there  nasons  so  strong,  m 
imperious  as  to  tie  them  down  to  this  spot  with- 
out the  permission  even  to  make  a  struggle  to  se- 
tnore  from  it  ?  sir.  W*  are  -not  tied  down 
hen  br  any  wizard  spell— then  is  no  enchanted 
castle  here,  from  which,  Uke  soma  of  the  heroca 
of  knight-mantry,  we  cannot  cacnpe.  The  cham 
is  easily  broken. 

Speowns  as  the  preaenccs  are,  they  an  bat  spo- 
cioos.  Two  ok^eMoaa  an  made  ta  the  icnaval.- 
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la  the  first  ^see,  ti  is  oontewled  to  be  aBcODstiUH- 
tieaaL  Id  ihe  second  place,  it  would  be  a  breach 
of  the  paUie  faith.  If  either  of  these  positioas 
be  lembte  there  ia  ao  end  of  theqaesUoo.  These 
objections  had  been  vrged'with  an  appeaMDoe  of 
seriousDesB)  iDd  therefore  he  iboiild  answer  tbeoi 
serionaly. 

As  to  the  const  iiDtioaality,  was  there  one  word 
in  the  Constitntira  which  required  Congress  to 
fix  a  seat  of  GorernmeDt,  which  enabled  them  to 
fix  it?  Or,  to  put  the  question  more  broadly-  and 
nore  stronglr,  which  required,  which  enabled 
tbem  to  fix  the  seatofOoTenHnentpermaneniW? 
He  wooM  venture  to  Mf  not  a  word  in  it,  oeud, 
by  the  tortnrc  of  the  most  rind  interpraintioa.  be 
broDght  to  amount  to  it.  The  words  "seat  of 
Qoverament,"  were,  indeed,  mentioned  io  it.  Bat 
fi»r  what  purpose  ?  To  fix  the  Ctoremincnt  per- 
■Mneniljr,  eteroeUy,  to  the  spot  whioh  should  be 
saleeted?  Nothing  like  it:  for  the  purpose  and 
the  sole  pnrpose  of  giving  to  Congress  power  to 
exercise  **exBtu8iTe  legiuatioa"  orer  that  spoL 
Here  Mr.  Q.  read  that  part  of  the  Constitntioa 
which  relates  to  this  subject: 

**  Con  grew  shsU  hsTs  power  to  exerelM  exdostre 
Isgislstion,  in  sU  cases  whatsoever,  over  ladi  District 
(not  exceeding:  ten  miles  sqinie)  si  mtcj,  by  oesnoa  of 
psxtisnlsi  Slates  end  the  aeeeptaaes  of  Congnai,  be- 
eooM  Ae  ssat  of  Goverament  of  the  United  States." 

Was  there,  ia  this  phraseology,  anything  to 
kid  iha  mind  tofixon  it  the  idea  of  periBaneaoy? 
When  the  oflleera  of  the  GoTcnment  are,  there 
is  the  seat  of  QoTemnent.  Thns  the  seat  of 
CtoTommcttt-  was  formerly  at  New  York,  aAet^ 
ward  at  Philadelphia,  and  snbaeqaeatly  it  has 
been  at  this  place,  and  from  this  plaoe  it  may  re- 
more  again  with  the  seme  Constuotional  facility 
with  which  it  came  here. 

The  same  powers  Congress  now  had  to  l^is- 
laie  for  this  District,  they  might  exercise  orer  any 
other  district  which  might  hereafter  be  ceded  and 
accepted.  It  could  not  t>e  the  inientiooj  becaase 
it  was  not  the  lanauage  of  the  Constitution,  to  es- 
tablish permaneoUy  the  scat  of  Oorerament,  bot 
merely  to  give  Coagress  power  to  legislate  in  this 
panic  alar  ease;  It  is  one  of  the  seveateen  deuiU 
ed  eases,  in  which  thepowers  of  Congress  to  legis- 
fatte  are  speeiaUy  delegated.  If  gentliBmoB  wmld 
read  il  attentiTcly,  ther  would  find  it  to  be  very 
different  from  what  it  bad  been  eontdndad  to  be. 
To  proTe  this  ineontesinbly,  il  was,  is  tha  first 
plnoe,  in  the  power  of  Congicas  to  eome,  or  not, 
ae  ibcy  pleased.  After  coming,  it  was  in  their 

r'oD  to  receiTO  the  eesal<»,ornot,astheypleas- 
If  they  did  not  aecept  that  cession,  thea  they 
eonld  not  have  legislated  exclaairely.  It  isallow- 
•d}  on  all  sides,  that  if  they  had  net  aeoepted  ihe 
eeMion,  they  rai|^ht  have  removed  from  this  with 
tbe  same  CMstitaiional  propriety  witli  which 
limy  had  reasored  before,  from  two  other  places. 
Bat  tlier  aeoepted  the  eeasioa  j  in  emisequencc  of 
wiiicb  they  became  entitled  to  legislate ;  and,  be- 
oansa  they  may  l^idate,  because  they  hare  ac- 
cepted that  which  enaUed  them  tol^slaieinaU 
easas,  they  oannet,  it  ia  eoMaadad,  wmove.  As 
if  Iba aooepiinoa  w the  powarlo  do  one ihinf  dia* 


^Icd  tbem  from  doioff  another}  ae  if  the  powic 
to  legislate  in  til  eases  whataoever  disabled  thsa 
from  passing  an  act  to  iraaoTe  thenselTas.  Bat 
this  power  is  expressly  given  us.  We  can  ieci*- 
kle  tn  all  cases  whatsoever.  If  it  beloag  exclo' 
ttvely  to  Congress,  can  they  not  give  it  up?  Had 
they  only  power  to  take  the  burden  on  ihem— ia* 
eapaeiiaied  ever  to  lay  it  aside,  even  wbea  the 
national  interest  denumded  it  t  No.  We  bare 
perfect,  absolute  power  over  this  Disiricu  It  is 
our  own,  we  can  do  with  it  what  we  please.  So 
much  so  that  ihia  city  is  not  represented  ia  aoy 
legislative  body.  In  short,  it  has  no  political 
rights.  And  ft  i«  for  thiik  among  other  rcaseis, 
that  I  wish  to  leave  it  Not  merely  to  restore  the 
citizens  to  their  franchises,  for  they  seem  wilUof 
enough  to  yield  them,  in  consideration  of  the 
cuainry  advantages  they  derive  from  beisg  Dear 
the  Qovemmenl.  They  have  shown  us,  what  it 
ffrieves  me  to  see,  American  citizens  yieldiae  to 
tne  love  of  money  the  privileges  of  freemen.  Ba^ 
sir.l  do  not  wish  the  Repreeeotaiives  of  the  peo- 
ple to  see— I  am  unwilling  to  trust  myself  to  be- 
come familiar  with  such  an  exhibition  of  Amer- 
ican debasement.  I  do  not  wish  foreigners  to  re- 
mark on  the  paradox  tbe  seat  of  CrovsraWBt 
of  a  free  people,  which  should  be  tbe  abode  of 
liberty,  being  the  seat  of  despotism.  I  wouUaot, 
in  one  word,  plant  a  despotism  in  tbe  vitals  of  lib* 
erty.  I  would  not  have,  in  my  eovotry,  ose  ipot 
which  should  not  be  consecrated  to  froedom. 

Bat  if  Consticutioiwl,  it  hnabeen  eaid,  and  this 
formed  the  second  ofegeetkm  to  Aa  remofaLibit 
it  wottM  be  a  kvneh  of  the  poblte  faith.  With 
the  arguments  in  support  oi  ub  position  wu  in- 
terwoven,  somewhnt  naturally,  but  loorennfally. 
tbe  dtstress  and  roia  of  those  who  owned  real 
property  here.  While  the  jadgmcol  was  attenp** 
ed  to  be  addressed,  the  heart  was  assailed  too,  ud 
on  iu  weakest  side.  Its  eompasston  wna  implored, 
to  save  this  devoted  eity  from  destructioo.  Aad 
from  what  cause  vpaa  this  dcatmotion  to  foUew? 
From  the  removal  of  the  Gtovernmeut !  Is  it, 
then,  indeed  so  ?  Is  this,  indeed  true  ?  Will  the 
city  perish  if  Cooffroas  remove?  Is,  then,  lU  its 
sustenance  derived  from  the  polUioal  body  ?  Has 
it  DO  energies  of  its  own  1  Has  it  iko  power  to 
preaarve,  noiw  to  piotael  ita  niaimcn)  If  all  Ihii 
be  indeed  true,  aud  ita  friends  weie  entitled  to  be- 
lief, with  all  aur  libaiality,  it  must  oontinae  to 
drag  out  its  present  sickly,  mioeraUe  exisieQee. 
And,  therefore,  the  geatlaokaa  from  Maryland^ 
(Mr.  Kit,)  had  at  least  rcneooed  consistently 
when  he  assumed  it  «•  a  position,  that  Congiesi 
should  never  beeoaveBedma  oity.  Nay,  herea- 
seas  with  a  sort  of  pvophetio  coaoisteooy  agaiaat 
a  removal.  For,  if  they  were  to  remain  here,  they 
might  ealculate  with  certainty  thM  (hey  would 
never  be  in  a  oity  for  a  century  to  aome. 

But  in  what,  he  askal,  does  the  value  of  the 
lots  here  consist?  Isitin  the  price  which  may  be 
asked  for  tbem,  or  ia  that  whiefa  can  be  obtaiafd 
foribcm?  When  they  saw  around  them  aU  the 
symptoms  of  premature,  deai^ — so  many  honaw 
alasady  btiHt  net  infaabiwd,  hut  ismbtiog  ulo  r«iB| 
who  wevld  ba  ao  feolkb  as  topureheaekitsf  whi» 
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w»U  tlusk  oi  buiUtD^  mtw  bonws  on  TMsnt 
Idu.  wbea  these  alccady^  buik  remun  (mtenAiited? 
Tbe  raloe  wbioh  bas  betD  pat  upon  town  lots  by 
tWovaers  mim  be  Getitiotts.  If  tkia  plioe  is  to 
ka  eiiy,  tbea  wa  ought  to  reaiOTe,  lakiof  tbe 
■fmaotot'  tbe  ffemLenMa  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Kn.)  If  cities  be  so  dreadfel,  w«  ougfai  aoc  to 
fire  oat  aid  to  buiid  op  another  of  tbew  peUic 
aaiMftces.  Ha  waa  not,  hoTerer,  govcamed  by 
MfOBMnus  of  thiasoru  He  would  go  for  a  diff^ 
MircaaoB,  beeaoae  he  mu  satisfied  iteoDidnaver 
Waone  what  it  oegfat  to  be.  A  great  peraoaage 
had,  indeed, said^  thatgreateiiieswerefreatBoreik 
Thk  iraa  aa  eviL  sever  to  be  appieheaded  here^ 
At  presut  it  is  oeithc?  city  nor  ooantry.  Let 
«id  be^eatore  it  to  iu  ongiaal  purpose — eoltira- 
lioa-  tbea  tbe  laad  naigbt  be  of  aotne  aetTiee  to 
the  United  Statea. 

He  eaotd  act  coDceiTe  thai  hddera  of  property 
eaold  be  injared — at  least  to  tbe  axtent  wbiab 
aane  teeoted  to  fear.  Tbe  population  is  com- 
fletdy  fuU,  aad  the  piiadpal  buNnest  is  tbe  keep- 
ing beaEdiag-honses.  To  those,  however,  who 
UAptodoctire  property,  bouses  which  brought  in 
a  ycariy  leveaue,  be  wan  disposed  to  allow  an  tn- 
daaaity.  Bat  those  who  were  rieh  merely  in 
city  Joes  that  could  be  of  no  value  tiU  ihe  third  or 
nrtb  geaeratiiHi,  possibly,  be  eoold  aot  conaeni 
la  give  aaythiog.  Ani  he  would  give  to  tbe 
ethn^aat  beeauae  heoonatdered  Congrew  boand 
lodo«o,biit  hecaoae  be  was,  and  he  wished  die 
tteadsof  the  veaolution  were  disposed  to  be,  ebai^ 
iMble  to  those  whom  they  should  leave  under 
mth  eiveutastaaoea. 

Bn^  to  return.  It  waa  said  that  tbe  ostiooal 
Uth  had  been  pledged  that  Con^jeas  should  for- 
ever remain  here.  The  geatJeman  from  Mary- 
imd  (Mr.  Kar)  bad  gone  ao  far  a*  to  say,  that  it 
«K  as  perfectly  pledged  to  that  as  it  coald  be 
eappased  to  be  for  ttuB  payamit  of  the  nauonal 
dm.  This  was  too  extravagant  a  position  to  be 
eae  ratHoent  iadalged.  To  tbe  redenpiion  of  the 
aatioaal  the  public  faith  is  pledged,  and  the 
abUgatioo  to  discharge  it  is  perhaps  perfect  wiib~ 
ont  iL  Tbe  sation  js  booad  to  pay  for  what  it 
km  aetaally  i^eeived.  But,  in  th«  ease  before 
iheoi,  CoBgreas  has  reiaovcd  to  tfa»  place.  They 
had  nade  at  ite  eeat  of  GoTeriuHia ;  speBulators 
had  lacked  around  it;  fbrei^era  bad  |we8aed  iuia 
the  busy  sceoc  foe  what,  sir  ?  to  cnriob  or  even 
la  serve  the  natimi— ibr  the  very  pure,  and  landa- 
hk^  aad  disi»terested  purpose  of  aecemmodating 
Coagiass?  Who  will  believe  it  ?  Who  so  blind 
•aBottoseaadiffMentmotive?  Wealthwestbe 
abject.  They  apecalaied ;  Congress  ^as  hitherto 
isniaiaed  here ;  and  what  has  bMooac  of  these  di>- 
iataieacad,  boacroleot  apeeohuors  ?  Ruined  ;  ruin- 
ed laag  ago.  We  ewaot  save  them  if  we  would, 
aad  what  is  the  eompassioa  worth  which  would 
peovide  for  the  safaiy  of  tbose  already  lest? 
GraK  it,  sar  oar  adversaries ;  but  the  pablie  faith 
ia  piadged.  Do  geatlamcQ  mean  to  be  uadeistood 
4wt  we  Must  reaaain  hare  ia  dea^leef  allthedia* 
aivaatacaa  aad  leaaeB  to  whieh  we  may  tbaMby 
•apaaa  laa  aalinai  Ikmt w  ateimw w lo eaawder 
the  peopte  about  ihia  apet-aa  thaohiUma  «f  tha 


aation  %  wad  that,  like  a  good  mother,  we  mast 
ao^le  them  forever  1  Is  the  publiefiiith  pledged 
becaose  some  men,  who  beped  to  aeeamoUte  un- 
mcaaurable  wealth,  have  been  end  must  be  forever 
disappointed?  Has  the  Constitution  empowered 
Con^wss  to  pass  a  law,  dewtving  their  suseeasom 
of'  the  right  poaaes&ed  by  we  poorest  peasant,  the 
right  of  kwomotion  t  No  Coi^ess  had  the  power 
to  do  it.   That  the  asat  of  Oovemmeet  shmild  be 

Sirraaaeot  is  aot  to  be  foimd  in  that  instrwaeat. 
nt,  ii  is  latiedaetd  in  tbe  law  of  Congieas> 
What  did  that  prove  ?  That  a«  tbe  ConaitlaUoaal 
phnacolagy  of  this  eabjeot  woaU  not  leader  the 
Qeveramnt  permaaent  beie,  thev  would  Inr  law 
da  as  mneh  as  they  eotrid  to  aiue  it  so.  If  tiW' 
laagaage  of  the  Constitutioa  had  been  strong 
enough,  that  hogoage  would  bare  been  uaed  in 
the  law  too.  Ueaee  (he  tppeamnee  in  the  kw. 
of  the  word  ^  peiwneot."  Bat,  he  coatended 
that  no  Coogrees  had  a  right  to  legislate  for  ite 
siKoessMVk  They  eonld  not  pledge  tbe  naii<»al 
faith  in  this  matter,  because  ao  power  to  do  ao 
was  given  in  the  ConattintioB.  With  whaiwer 
views  it  was  .done,  it  was  aa  aot  of  aaurpstiaa. 
They  bad  ao  power  to  give  the  pledge,  aad  «^ 
eae,  of  eonrsa,  bad  power  to  reocdve  it.  A  iiUfa 
plain  sease  on  this  subject,  a  cwreM  eoneiderar 
Uea  4iS  the  Caastiiutionri  ptevisiol^  weea  wmth' 
all  the  high  wrouoht  theatrkal  appeal*  whiuh 
eauM  be  made  to  the  Houaa. 

This  brought  htm  back  to  tbe  gentteaaan  from 
Maxykad,  who  had  expecssed  great  akrm^  lent 
tbe  ogrieafaunl  interest  should  suffer  liy  their  fu- 
meving  to  a  eity !  A  very  great  ptoportioa-  aC 
tbe  House  represented  the  agriealtnral  iMerealh-* 
and  of  those  a  great  preportioo  were  agricultural 
men.  But  tbcee  was  something  ia  the  fiweina- 
tton,  the  taagio  of  a  city,  which  was  to  render  the 
Representative  of  the  farmer,  himself  a  farmer, 
peraapRj  iaseoaible  not  only  to  the  ialeresu  of  hia 
coaetitueats,  bet  even  his  own  I  Then,  air,  that 
anist  happen  which  las  never  happened  yet. 
Tbe  age  of  mtmcles  matt  retarn.  it  had  beeom* 
somewhat  £whtaoable  to  abuse  cities.  He  felt 
no  paeuliar  indaeeaaents  to  reseat  this  treatment. 
But  he  would  my,  that-  if  tbe  asriealtural  iaiar- 
est  had  kd  ua  tbroogh  tbe  war  of  the  Reeolntioa 
le  glory  aad  lihsriy,  he  should  not  be  appiehcn- 
site  of  (rfEeadiag  them  by;  asserting  that  thM  Be»' 
(dation  originated  ia  a  eity^  aad  those  maamraa 
whieh  had  brought  the  oauoa,  wiA  uaezamplsd 
rapidity,  to  its  present  prosperity,  were  eonlnved 
in  cities,  and,  in  no  meoasiderahle  degree,  by  the 
iahabilaats  of  eittes.  Boston,  though  aot  callad 
a  city,  was  one  to  all  praetioal  intents.  Boatoa 
was  the  cradle  of  tbe  Revoiatioa.  There  libeHy 
was  born.  There  w«s  first  displayed  tbe  spirit 
which  led  us  afterwards  to  iadapcodence.  Ia 
Pbiladelpbia  the  deckratlon  of  independence  waa 
made.  In  Pbiladriphia  the  Coastttution  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  distinguishes  usirom  allthe 
nations  of  the  glo^  was  formed-*-aot,  indeed,  by 
paraaae  fimn  tbe  allies  eaahw vely*-but  Uicra  pM 
find  ibM  the  agriealtural  membm  did  not  foqpiC 
Ihe  inUNBto  of  agrieakaicv  asr  of  the  eouaky. 
The  first  Coogreas,  under  the  pscaaai  Coaaiiia* 
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dsn,  covreMd  ia  New  York.  Did  they  tbcrt 
fo^t,  wne  they  there  erer  tempted  to  ■ibandon 
the  interetts  of  the  eonDtry?  In  Philadelphia, 
aobaeqaeatly,  has  the  pnUlc  wdihre  beea  impair- 
ed by  the  iDterfereoee  or  coBTersaiioa  of  eommer- 
oial  m«ii  there?  A  great  deal  of  eloqaeot  deola- 
matioD  has  been  ihrowD  out.  Bat  let  us  bare 
imets.  Tfae  iDbabiiaats  of  cities,  ezaotty  like 
those  of  the  cotrotrv^  are  boand  by  the  same  ties 
of  IntMest  and  iDcliaatioD  to  promote  the  com- 
mon welfare.  Your  merohants  are  there ;  with- 
out cities  you  would  bare  no  merchaots,  and 
without  merchants  the  produce  of  the  farmer 
would  bring  him  no  proni.  The  merchant  and 
the  farmer  are  but  different  parts  of  the  same  ma- 
chinery ;  if  sue  part,  and  it  is  no  matter  which, 
is  injured,  the  whole  is  stopped.  To  be  satisfied 
that,  if  the  tnetchant  is  injared,  the  farmer  most 
aaffer  too,  view  the  operuioaoftheemfaai^o.  Its 
first  effects  were  felt  by  the  mmhant,  bnt  ulti- 
mntely  the  drmer  also  has  been  diitresaed  by  it. 
If  tbe  merchant  cannot  send  out  his  vessels,  the 
farmer  .cannot  sell  his  produce.  If,  on  the  other 
hand,  you  oppress  the  farmer,  so  that  he  cannot 
hare  anything  to  sell,  the  merchant  sufers  with 
hhn.  Why,  tnen,  did  the  gratleman  from  Mary- 
land speak  of  tbe  radical  hostility  between  agri- 
cnltare  and  commerce  ^ihose  handmaids  to  each 
other— ^bose  two  sisters,  whose  existence  is  so 
uoited  that  tbe  one  cannot  tire  without  the  other. 
He  was  surprised,  he  lamented  to  hear  such  doc- 
trines from  any  one,  and  pariioularly  from  that 
gentleman.  He  contended  that  the  farmer  would 
gather  new,  and  what  might  prore  to  hinnelf 
TthuUt  inioniMtion  coaceruing  the  commerce 
of  hia  coantry.  He  might  acquire  in  a  city 
knowledge  beneficial  to  himself,  and  the  diffusion 
•f  which  might  be  adranti^ous  to  his  eonstitu- 
tnis.  It  was  in  tbe  cities,  that,  together  with 
commerce,  the  arts  and  scimces  were  cultivated 
Mul  flourished.  It  was  in  the  intereourse  of  men, 
cither  of  a  commercial  or  literary  chancter,  that 
naen's  minds  became  liberal  and  eolaived.  But, 
in  this  place^  nothioff  could  be  learned  but  what 
was  taught  in  this  Hoase ;  and  tbe  country  mem- 
bers usually  relumed  as  wise  or  as  ignorant,  ex- 
cept upon  mere  State  affairs,  as  they  came. 

What,  then,  is  the  refult?  If.  as  we  are  all 
willing  to  acknowledge  out  of  doors,  we  were 
not  here,  we  ought  not  to  come,  why  should  we 
stay  ?  He  thought  he  had  shown,  that  neither  the 
ConedtiitiiHi  nor  tbe  pnbUe  Aim  eonld  be  urged 
to  iwermt  a  rentoral.  For  the  pnhlie  good  we 
«ame  here.  Tbe  puUle  good  eanntrt  be  uuwered 
hy  staying.  We  bare  eontinned  here  so  long, 
an  we  should  be  aceosed  of  inatability.  The 
oxperiment  is  at  length  made.-  It  has  failed.  And, 
aerelr  becanaa  we  eame,  bowerer  our  calcula- 
tions liare  been  disappointed,  we  must  stay  I  Be- 
cnuse  we  came,  the  public  faith  is  [dedged  to  re- 
main 1  Sorely  sneh  propositiona  needed  bat  to  be 
stated,  to  prore  them  ridtenlons. 

He  waa  willing  tbe  remoral  sbonld  be  delayed 
nntil  those  who  really  sofferad  any  loss  by  the 
measure,  were  indemnified*  He  alluded  to  the 
paopcielors  of  houaes. 


FanBcaiiT,  IMS. 


For  theee  reaaons,  and  orhefs,  he  shotdd  Toto 
against  the  motion  to  postpone.  He  eonld  not 
permit  himself  to  stop  the  measnre  at  this  time, 
ir  he  was  eren  doubtfol,  he  would  rote  against 
tbe  motion.  Howerer  intended,  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding proposed  br  the  motion,  was,  to  say  the 
least  m  it,  extremely  harsh.  It  was  taking  this 
subject  out  of  tfae  ordinary  course  of  legistation. 
It  was  an  aitempt  lo  fix  a  stigma  on  tfae  measure 
by  slapping  it  in  tfae  face  on  its  first  appearanee. 
Surely  tfaere  was  no  necessity  of  provoking  un- 
pleasant feelings,  while  the  House  was  engaged 
on  a  subject  of  this  sort.  And  this  motion  was 
erideoily  calculated  rather  to  offend  the  friends  of 
the  nkeasure,  than  to  prerent  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  itself.  The  latttt  eonld  be  dtme  at  any 
time.  But  tbe  ^atleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Maoon)  said,  tfaat  tfals  comae  of  proeeedwf 
was  as  proper  as  any  other.  He  woidd  desire 
that  gentleman  to  read  tbe  rules  of  the  House. 
They  gave  a  different  course  of  proceeding ;  and 
he  was  more  disposed  to  trost  ia  tbe  wisdom  of 
tfaose  who  formed  them  than  in  that  of  any  gwr 
tleman  wfaaterCT. 

A  gentleman  from  Kentucky  yesterday  said 
that  he  had  been  informed  that  ^50^000  could  be 
sared  to  tfae  Treasury  annually.  This,  if  true, 
waa  an  important  fact,  and  its  truth  ought  to  be 
ascertained.  This  saring,  of  a  single  rear,  woaU, 
in  that  case,  pay  alt  the  damages  of  the  sufferers. 

He  wished  also  to  know  what  accommodations 
could  be  obtained  at  Philadelphia,  and  at  what 
expense?  If  they  could  not  remore  there  with- 
out plunging  into  the  same  style  of  ruinous  ex- 
pense, which  bad  prersOed  here,  lie  would  not 
rote  to  go.  Bnt  he  had  nndeiateod  that  auitahle 
bnildtttgs  eonld  be  obtained  there,  and  at  little  or 
no  expense.  Ha  wished  this  inquired  into.  He 
wished,  also,  to  know  how  much  this  sink  cf  the 
nation  had  swallowed  op:  how  much  more  tt 
required,  and  faeoce  bow  much  of  the  public  trea- 
sure could  be  sared.  If  the  fact  should  torn  out 
as  stated,  he  would  certainly  hare  no  further  dti^ 
ficulty.  The  House  itself  would  feel  tfae  mandate 
of  imperatire  duty,  and  could  not  resist  it. 

But,  to  aroid  the  necessity  of  a  removal,  aristB|r 
from  tbe  very  great  iueonrenieace  transacting 
the  bnsiness  of  the  nation,  an  iueonrenieace  felt 
end  acknowledged  by  all,  tbey  wer^  threatened 
with  a  proposition  to  concentrate  the  public  bnilA- 
ings.  He  did  not  like  this  patching,  there  would 
be  no  end  to  it.  If  fifteen  millions  nare  doi»e  no 
little,  what  could  thny  expect  from  thirty  mill  ions 
more?  Hcbadheardoftheommpoieaeeof Parlift- 
meat.  An  Bnpnor  of  Rasafa  aad  been  able  to 
build  a  city  in  a  marsh,  hot  the  omnipotence  of 
an  American  Congress  is  not  equal  to  tbe  taefc. 

In  flnfc  he  hoped  the  opponents  of  the  resoln- 
tion  wonid  so  fiir  tmst  taemselres  as  to  hear  dn^ 
cussion,  and  particularly  to  hear  facts.  And  those, 
ihejr  well  knew,  could  not  be  obtained  witfaouc 
the  interreotion  of  the  House.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, tfaat  the  rsBolutien  would  not  be  postpooed 
indefinitely ;  that  an  opportunity  woold  be  girea 
to  collect  such  fteUBawereHaportanttoaeoivaet 
deeiaon^  tto  qaeatioo. 
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Ur.  Eppss,  (tf  Virfioia,  coaeeivad  that  the -ex- 
aaple  of  the  geDtleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
GiUBMiEB^  had  shown  that  there  was  on  the 
pnMBt  DotioD  ample  room  for  a  full  discussion. 
Wuii,  said  be,  reserved  for  the  year  1808  to  dis- 
m er  that  tfats  is  not  the  best  pUiee  for  the  seat  ot 
GoTemineDt  7  Until  1800  the  Government  was 
n  wheels;  it  came  here  by  barter. 

Who,  inquired  Mr,  E.,  gave  a  huudrcd  guieeaa 
fin*  1  plan  of  the  Capitol  ?  who  arranged  tbe  pub- 
Uebaildiags,  aad  determined  their  respective  sites? 
Tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  GARDeniBR) 
ought  to  have  been  better  versed  ia  the  secrets 
of  bis  party  before  he  undertook  to  ooademn  this 
anangement.  It  wu  the  object  of  Qen«ralWi.8B- 
maroN  lo  accommodate  til  tha  proprietors  of 
pvUie  lots,  by  giving  to  aoiae  tbe  Capitol,  to 
oAers  die  PresideatV  houaa  aad  <rf&ces,  and  to 
oAcn  Ae  ftavy  yard. 

Complainta  are  made  of  the  distance  of  the 
pobUc  offiees.  But  what  have  to  do  with  the 
offices?  When  in  Philadelphia  they  were,  he 
wtderstood,  lounging  places  for  idle  members. 
Ur.  E.  had  never  had  occasion  but  once  to  go  to 
UT  of  the  Treasury  offices,  and  then  it  was  io 
befialfof  a  man  who  had  attended  Chase's  trial 
IS  a  viinesi. 

Mr.  E.  went  into  the  Constitutional  argument, 
aad  coateoded  that  a  removal  of  the  GoverntneDt 
was  i^ohibited  by  that  instruraent.  Would  Vir- 
gioia  and  Maryland  have  coaaeated  lo  disfran- 
ehrse.  for  ever,  a  number  of  their  citizens,  unless 
the  fteat  of  Government  had  been  supposed  to  be 
fixed  here  perraaneatly  ?  Would  those  Stales 
have  treated  ifaeir  citizens  as  a  capricious  wo- 
man treats  her  lover?  This  city  was  a  favor* 
ite  scheme  of  Federalism,  and  inteuded  to  perpet- 
uate the  name  of  a  favorite  idol.  It  was  accepted 
bv  in  act  of  Congresa  as  tbe  permanent  seat  of 
Govenment.  From  their  journals,  it  appears 
tbu  a  motion  vaa  made  to  strike  out  the  word 
penaaocDt,  and  ne^tived.  He  defied  the  advo- 
cates of  the  resolution  to  show  any  difference  be- 
tween thia  aet  and  that  for  estabtishios  the  fund- 
ia^  system.  If  one  mi^ht  be  repealed,  the  other 
night  also  with  equal  justice. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Qakdg- 
nia)  said  something  about  the  little  value  of 

Kopcrty  in  thiscitv.  This  laiiguage  must  have 
CB  ia  the  spirit  oi  propbaoy.  Cook  at  the  crowd 
in  the  gallery,  and  observe  their  aaxiety.   It  de- 

E!Dds  on  your  vote  whether  they  so  out  of  this 
ouse  rich  men  or  poor.  It  is  saia  Washing  ton 
does  not  flourish.  The  reason  is  found  in  the 
lacttbai,  every  session,  the  .people  are  pelted  with 
■oau  measure  of  removal. 

Uis  said  that  everyihiog  is  cheaper  at  Phila- 
driphia,  from  a  spike  to  a  mast.  In  reply  to  this 
lugoigei,  he  staacd  that  repairs  of  vcsseb  had 
fcna  Biade  hen  aa  eheap,  or  ebeapar,  tfaao  at 
Philadelphia. 

Moeh  bad  been  Mid  oa  tbe  subject  of  health. 
How  kng  has  it  been  discovered  that  Pbiladel- 
pUa  is  the  lAoa^»riier  of  America?  Lecher  bills 
af  Dortalitr,«iBc«  1793^  be  eonvaned  with  tkaae 


of  OonslaotiM^  and  you  wUI  find  in  Pkiladet- 
phia  a  greater  dettraction  of  human  life. 

Wiuti  measure  of  the  Grovernmeat  to  assert  the 
rights  of  the  nation,  has  not  been  opposed  by  tbe 
great  commercial  cities  ?  In  1783,  OaogTess,  when 
at  Philadelphia,  were  surrounded  by  armed  troops, 
and  the  Bxeeative  of  the  State  leinsed.  on  applt- 
oation  made,  lo  remove  those  troops.  Id  1797  or 
1798,  the  rogues*march  was  played  by  MePher- 
son's  Blues  at  the  doors  of  gentlemen  in  the  mi- 
nority, some  of  whom  are  new  membon  of  thia 
Housew 

Boston  was,  indeed,  the  cradle  of  liberty,  and 
Mr.  fi.  ra|:raiied  liiat  the  aataa  blood  did  aot  flov 
in  the  wae  of  the  inhabtiaBts  of  that  i^e  aa  in 
the  begioniiM  of  the  RevolaliOD.  He  concluded, 
with  axpreniBg>  a  hop*  the  Honee  would  not 
agpree  to  jnt  the  Goveromeat  on  wheeb,  and 
travel  about  the  ceuatry  like  pedlers. 

Mr.  Baook,  of  Massachusetts,  spoke  half  aa 
hour  in  favor  of  removiog  the  Goverament.  The 
gentlemaa  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bppbs)  admhsthat 
our  coming  here  was  a  matter  of  ba^in  and  sale. 
It  is  now  sixteen  years  since  this  i^eewasse- 
leetedfor  the  seat  of  Government,  and  theloea- 
tioQ  made.  So  far,  it  bos  been  unprofitable  to  the 
nation ;  it  bes  been  a  eonaiant  drain  on  tbe  Trea- 
sury. He  had  but  few  observations  to  aubmit  oa 
this  subjeol,  and  moet  of  ihcaa  had  been  ontiet- 
pated  in  a  much  better  manaer  by  the  geatlenaa 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  GAaraMisR.) 

Tbe  gentlemaa  fron  Mar^rbmd  (Mr.  Kby) 
agrees  that  there  is  no  snoh  thing  in  the  Coaslt- 
totion  as  a  permanent  scat  of  GoveiaaaaDt.  Bat, 
haviag  enee  established  a  seat  of  QoveromeDt,  he 
coDtenda  that  it  neeeccarily  follows,  it  most  be 
peeoMUieat.  He  here  went  at  some  length  into 
the  Constitotiouel  argument,  and  insisted  that  tbe 
Constitaiioo,  a«ther  by  express  prorision,  dot  by 
implication,  precluded  a  removal.  The  right  i» 
establish  a  post  road,  and  to  fix  the  scat  of  Qov- 
erament,  rested  on  toe  same  basis j  and. tbe  one 
might  be  changed  on  the  same  Constitattoaal 

Eriociples  as  the  other.    They  were  as  much 
Dund  to  continue  the  one  as  the  other,  and  no 
more. 

If  the  object  is  to  place  the  aovemneot  ia  the 
centre  of  population  and  wealth,  as  Uiese  eiicuoa- 
Btances  vary,  suaeesuve  Legmatares  most  pov- 
sess  tbe  right  of  trassferfiag  the  Gtoverameat.  h 
was  at  first  limited  to  Philadelphia  for  a  number 
erf  years,  and.  after  the  expiratioa  of  that  term, 
it  was  established  in  this  jdace  permaaendy; 
or,  m  other  words,  it  was  cetablished  here  wicbr 
out  liMitatlon.  AH  laws  which  are  not  luaiteA 
in  express  words,  or  by  the  nature  of  their  pr»- 
visioDs,  are  as  pertnanent  as  this  law.  Tbey  are 
obligatory  until  they  are  repealed.  There  is  no 
cbann  in  this  word  perraaneat.  If  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  to  fix  the  GoverameBt  ban 
permaneDtly,  and  preclude  the  right  of  a  fotore 
L^islature  to  make  a  change,  the  aet  was  beyond 
their  authority,  and  eoaseqaeatly  void. 

The  gentleman  fron  Mary]and(Mr.KKT)  bai 
said,  that  the  QoTctamaai  oa«bt  net  to  ba  in  a 
gnat  city.  That  aignmeirt  had  bean  aatioaA  with 
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?«imar  ftlioiiir  by  tbe  gcwUmao  from  Tfew 
ork,  (Mr.  Oabdbiiibb.)  Thev  were,  indeed, 
very  safe  from  tbe  erila  of  a  popaloot  eity,  so  long 
as  tbey  remaiDed  at  Wasbingtoa. 

It  had  becD  said  that  the  Leaislatare,  if  id  a 
commeretal  cHf,  night  be  uDduly  ioflaeDced  by 
commercial  men.  Mr.  B.  would  larert  the  argu- 
ment. He  imagined  that  tbe  iDhabitaais  of  the 
eitf  "would  be  beneficially  imflueDced  by  tbe  Le- 
gialatare.  Brroueotu  seotuMnts  might  be  more 
easily  eorrectsd,aiid  trnesMtemeDtsoTfiwtflraorc 
coierally  preseDted  to  tbe  public.  For  proof  of 
this,  he  wouM  addooe  a  late  important  oenurrence 
m  las  towD  of  Boston.  A  petition  bad  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Selectmen,  purporting  to  be  signed 
by  ft  large  nttmbnr  of  staoien,  complaiaiDg  that 
they  were  ent  of  employment,  and  in  a  state  of 
exireiBe  penury  nd  distrsM.  I'fae  LegtsUtvreof 
Massachnsetta,  who  then  happened  to  be  in  see* 
eioD,  directed  ao  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  case, 
■nd  it  appeared,  on  inquiry,  that  few  of  the  aea- 
meo  could  be  umud,  and  tbe  petition  wa*  a  base 
imposition  on  the  public. 

It  bad  been  contended  that  this  was  a  rery  im- 
proper time  for  remoral.  He,  in  reply,  eooceired 
that  this  crisis  of  our  national  affairs  called  for  a 
lemoTaL  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  tbe  opera- 
tions of  war  could  be  more  e^tualty  directed, 
end  our  fiscal  concerns  better  managed.  He 
therefore  thought  this  the  rery  period  for  remor- 
ing  the  Qovernment. 

Ilr.  LoT&j  of  Virginia,  bad  hoped  that  the  ques- 
tion would  DC  taken  without  debate;  for  the  more 
it  ia  diseoaMd,  the  more  unfit  is  the  House  for  the 
diaeaasion  of  any  other  subject.  Betheeenceired 
himsetf  called  upon  to  support,  in  reply  to  what 
had  been  said  on  tbe  other  si4e,  the  impropriety 
of  ii«mo*iof  tbe  QoremDieat.  He  then  went  mt 
leogih  into  n  diseutsian  of  the  sutnect,  and  sup- 
ported the  objections  wbieh  fie  bad  urged  on  a 
former  day. 

The  House  adjouned,  withoac  taking  the 
queaiiM. 


Tbdbsday,  February  4. 

Mf.  BoiUDUKTBR  presented  a  representation  of 
the  Legislative  Couaeil  and  House  of  Repre- 
eentatiTes  of  the  Mississippi  Territory  of  the  Uni- 
tad  States,  slatitig  rarietts  matters  for  tbe  eonsid- 
uMliaa  of  Googress,  relating  to  the  acts  for  the 
sule  of  lands  bdongiog  to  the  Uoiied  States  in 
the  auid  Territory ;  to  the  right  of  suffrage  within 
lk»  seme }  to  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to.  kuae,  for  a  limited  time,  the  section  of  land 
gnnted  for  the  use  of  Jefierson  College,  in  the  said 
Territory  j  to  a  free  narigatioa  of  tlw  Mobile  and 
Tombi^fbee  rirerat  and  to  an  exttnguiahment  of 
tbe  Indian  title  to  the  leads  in  ibe  Yazoo  oooniry; 
nud  pmyin^  that  snob  measures  may  be  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  tbe  Uoited  Sutes  as  will 
tend  to  premote  the  general  interest  of  tbe  people 
of  the  Territory  aforesaid— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lauds. 

On  motioft  of  Mr.  Lotb,  tbe  House  proceeded 
tn  noaeider  a  leeotation  pt^waod  by  hin  ycater- 


day,  which  wae  ordered  «d  lie  on  the  table,  in 
the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Ite$okfed,  That  two  other  members  be  added  to  Ifae 
coramhtee  called  "tiio  Oemmittee  of  the  Dbtrtet  ef 
ColomlMa.*' 

And  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  on  dw 
question  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the  Honae. 
The  following  Message  was  r'eeeiTed  from  the 

PRBSIDBNT  OP  THE  UNITSD  StATBS  : 

To  the  Hoxue  of  R^nrettntathei  of  the  Vnited  State*.' 

In  my  Message  of  Jsnnaty  twentieth,  t  stated  du^ 
some  papers  forwarded  by  Mr.  Daniel  Clarii  ot  New 
Orleans,  to  the  Secretsty  of  State,  in  one  Aonsand 
eight  hundred  and  three,  had  net  then  been  fcnnd  in 
the  offiM  of  State ;  and  that  a  letter  bad  been  aA- 
dremad  to  the  former  Chief  CMt,  in  the  hope  diat  ha 
might  advise  where  they  slwald  be  sought  for.  9r 
indieations  leeaind  fram  hnn  they  am  now  fouM 
Among  them  are  two  letters  from  the  Banmde  Oaiam 
delet,  to  a  officer  serving  under  him  at  a  sepazate  pMt; 
in  which  his  views  of  a  dismemberment  of  our  uniaai 
are  expressed.  Extracts  of  so  much  of  these  letten  m 
are  within  the  scope  of  tho  resolution  of  the  House,  ate 
now  communicated.  With  these  were  found  the  let- 
ters written  by  Mr.  Clark,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in 
one  Aousond  ei^t  bundled  and  three.  A  part  of  one 
only  of  these  relates  to  this  salnect,  and  is  eztnuMd  and 
enclosed  for  the  information  ta  the  House.  In  no  part 
of  the  papers  communicated  by  Mr.  Claric,  whidk  am 
volaminona,  and  in  difierent  langnagea,  nor  in  bim 
letters,  have  we  found  any  intimation  of  the  corrupt 
receipt  of  money  by  any  officer  the  United  States, 
from  any  foreign  agent.  As  to  the  combinations  with 
foreign  agents  for  dismembering  the  Union,  theae 

Eapers  and  lettsrs  offer  nothing  which  was  not  probably 
nown  to  my  predecessors,  or  which  coald  call  anew 
for  inquiries,  which  they  had  not  thought  necessanr  to 
institute,  when  the  focts  were  recent,  and  could  b* 
better  proved.  Ttmy  probably  believed  it  best  to  let 
pass  into  oblivion  transactions,  which,  however  culpa- 
ble, had  commenced  before  this  Government  existed, 
and  had  Iwetf  Anally  extinguished  by  the  trea^  of  one 
IhomMUnd  seven  hundred  and  niDety-five. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FBSWAmT  4,  1806. 

The  said  Message,  and  the  papers  accompanr- 
ing  ihe  same,  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

ubte. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nnwrov, 

Revived,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  MsQufactures  be  instructed  to  ioqaire  into 
tbe  necessity  of  making  n  proper  dispmition  of 
the  charts  of  the  coast  of  North  Camiaa,  pub* 
lished  in  conformity  with  a  resolution  whiek 
passed  the  second  of  March,  ime  thousand  eight 
hundred  end  seren. 

Mr.  CLiifTOM  presented  a  representation  of 
Thomas  Paine,  stating  rarions  services  perfomed 
by  htm  for  the  Uoited  States,  during  ttK  Revo- 
lutionary war  with  Great  Britain;  and  prari^ 
that  Congress  wiU  take  the  same  into  eonsiaes*- 
tion,  and  grant  him  such  emupeotatioa  there^, 
as  to  their  wisdom  and  justice  shall  seem  meet.-* 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entiiled  "Aa 
act  to  retire  and  continoe  certain  eausea  and 
pnaeediuga  iu  4h«  Diatfict  of  ColuriMa,** 
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md  twice  and  ordmd  to  be  reed  the  thiid  tine 
liMeorrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act 
lo  pfDTide  for  the  paymeot  of  certaia  expenses  in- 
enrred  in  the  iaquiry  into  the  conduct  of  John 
Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was 

Mad  twiee  and  committed  to  a  CHBmittee  of  the 

Whole  on  Monday  mzl 

BEMOVAL  OP  THE  SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

The  House  reaumrd  the  consideration  of  the 
iewlutioQ  offered  by  Mr.  Sloan,  for  the  remoTal 
cf  the  seat  of  Gtovernment  to  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  Lbwis,  of  Virginia,  said,  bis  object  in  mo7- 
iag  an  indefioite  postponement,  was  to  obtain  an 
immediate  decision,  but  not,  as  bad  been  said, 
to  preclude  discussion.  But,  as  some  gentlemen 
who  ccwcurred  with  him  thought  it  best,  he  would 
witbdiaiw  tlwt  motion,  with  a  hope  that  the  ques- 
tion would  now  be  taken  on  the  resolution  itself. 

Mr.  Sloan,  of  New  Jersey,  immediately  rose 
lo  more  that  the  resolution  ake  the  usual  course, 
and  he  referred,  like  all  other  important  subjects, 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.   There  had,  he 
■aidjheea  attempts  made  to  harass,  to  Intimidate 
those  who  bad  brought  forward  this  resolution, 
and  whose  views  were  as  pure  as  the  crystal 
stream.   It  had  been  said  that  he  was  actuated 
by  base  motives.   I  trust,  said  he.  (hat  the  num- 
ber of  those  is  small  who  expect  to  terrify  us.  It 
is  not  the  first  time  in  which  my  life  has  been 
threatened  for  doing  what  I  conceive  to  be  my 
doty.    As  1  was  coming  to  the  House  this  morn- 
iag,  I  was  insulted  by  a  parcel  of  boys,  who  cried 
mt :  **  There  goes  the  damned  old  Quaker  rascal, 
who  oochi  to  be  hang."  This  was  by  boys,  who 
were  old  eaotieh  to  know  better.  He  eonelnded, 
wttfa  moving  iliai  the  resdation  be  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  next  Monday  two  weeks,  when  he 
pledged  himself  to  show  the  reasons  that  ioduced 
nim  10  bring  forward  the  subject. 

Mr.  Lton,  of  Kentucky,  thought  the  insult  of- 
fered to  Mr.  Sloan,  ought  to  occupy  the  first 
attention  of  the  Qovemmeat.  He  was  onwilling 
to  sit  here  a  single  moment  without  taking  some 
notice  of  it, 

Mr.  Mabtebs,  of  New  Tork,  was  in  favor  of 
the  commitmeDL  He  had  heard  it  said  that  the 
Government  could  be  supported  much  cheaper  at 
aoma  other  place,  and  wished  a  due  inquiry  might 
be  nade.  The  Government  has  been  here  seveo 
jreara.  What  ia  the  commerce  and  the  tonnage 
•f  Ibis  place  1  Itu  said  this  place  ought  to  have 
1km  prnerokee  lo  Philadelphia.  Loektf  tlieeom- 
■Mtce  of  that  etty,  its  maaofaoturea,  and  ita 
wealth.  When  Congress  were  iasulted  at  that 
plaaa,  it  was  at  the  close  of  the  Revolnttonary 
var,  and  before  its  p^iee  was  formed.  Will  any 
man  say  its  police  is  not  aotr  good  ?  Besides,  at 
this  pbce,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Mr. 
Sloan)  has  been  insulted  for  only  bringing  this 
resolotioB  before  the  House.  This  Act  furnishes 
the  strongest  reason  for  our  going  away. 

We  have  beeo  told  that  the  eitizent  of  this 
place  bare  been  diifiaachised ;  that  they  hare  no 
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rigbts.  /  Can  the  place  fioorisb  in  such  eireum* 
stances  7  It  is  impossible.  The  people  here  hang 
on  the  QovemmeDt}  they  expect  to  live  on  the 
Qovernment.  Oar  time  i«  taken  up  in  legi^^ 
ing  for  them ;  we  mast  eren  repair  their  roads 
and  bridges.  Let  the  subject  be  committed,  and 
receive  a  fair  discntsion,  in  the  usual  way. 

Mr.  Van  Hobns,  of  Maryland,  said,  be  would 
not  now  enter  into  the  discussion;  but  he  would 
briefly  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
He  says  that  this  District  has  no  rights ;  he  would, 
also,  by  his  conduct,  say  that  they  should  have 
DO  property.  If  this  city  is  abandoned,  the  State 
of  Maryland  is  not  bound  to  receive  it,  aad,  I 
trust,  would  not  receive  it.  Every  disposition  of 
the  human  heart  ought  to  exciie  the  members  €i£ 
the  House  to  make  a  speedy  decision.  It  is  said 
some  great  and  reqwofiible  officer  of  the  Geveni* 
meat  baa  stated  that  $160,000,  or  t200,000,a  year 
may  he  saved  by  a  removal.  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  him  named  to  the  House }  I  ^ould  he  glad 
to  know  who  among  the  officers  of  Gk>veroBaeDt 
is  intriguing  for  a  removal  to  Philadelphia  He 
conjured  the  House  to  decide  speedily  whether 
they  were  for  or  against  the  resolution ;  for  a  de- 
lay of  the  subject  would  almost  have  the  efiect  of 
a  removal. 

Mr.  Masts  as  said,  the  city  had  been  declining 
ever  since  Congress  came  here,  and  even  before 
that  time.  He  knew  a  gentleman  from  the  State 
of  New  York,  who  had  laid  out  $40,000  in  this 
city,  and  the  property  was  now  not  worth  five 
hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Van  HoaNe,  in  reidy,suted  that  there  wwe 
six  thousand  .soub  in  this  city.  All  the  houses 
which  have  been  finished,  are  inhabited.  Prop- 
erty has  fiillen  in  some  places,  and  risen  in  othen. 
But  one  great  reason  why  the  citv  does  not  flour- 
ish, is,  that  a  man  cannot  find  a  lot  here  to  pur- 
chase ;  for  the  lots  have  been  so  often  sold  and 
mortgaged,  and  been  so  long  in  the  law,  that  the 
real  owner  cannot  be  discovered. 

Mr.  Taylob,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
motion  of  commitment.  It  has  been  said  that,  by 
a  removal  we  can  economise.  I  deny  it.  But  are 
we  to  go  a  begging,  and,  like  old  King  Lear,  to 
live  with  one  of  our  daughters,  who  can,  at  any 
time,  kick  us  out  of  doors.  You  have  heard  no 
complaiats;  no  petitions  for  a  remorat  have  been 
laid  on  the  table. 

Is  this  the  time,  when  you  are  buffeted  by  the 
nations,  when  you  may  be  compelled  by  the  ex* 
igencies  of  the  country  to  borrow  millions,  is  this 
the  time  to  violate  the  national  faith  ?  is  this  the 
time  to  agiute  a  queatioo  of  this  sort  ?  I  wish  do 
tale  trf'.your  faith's  being  violated.  If  your  banda 
■re  to  be  untied  in  respect  to  the  foortcen  or  fif- 
teen millions  here,  let  us  not  go  to  work  by  halves, 
let  us  get  rid  of  the  fifty  millions  of  our  national 
debt.  There  is  the  same  material  principle  ia 
both  eases. 

As  to  the  place,  Philadelphia,  I  will  aay  nothiog 
about  its  being  unhealthy.  I  will  only  say  that 
the  advocates  of  this  measure  do  not  tell  us  where 
we  are  to  go.  when  we  get  there;  whether  we 
shall  meet  in  the  atreett  or  on  the  ho  use- tops.  I 
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hope  we  shall  not  decide  to  go,  without  knowing 
where  to  go. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  G&rdb- 
mibb)  speaks  of  his  martyrdom  in  staying  here. 
He  looks  well.  It  must  be  a  suffering  of  the  mind. 
But  wbat  wilt  he  think,  when  he  has  laid  ibe 
ploughshare  to  the  city,  fixed  by  his  great  Wash- 
ington, wbom  tbose  of  bis  way  of  thinking  claim 
exclusively  a?  their  own. '  When  he  also  consid- 
ers those  ladies  in  the  iratleries,  whom  he  is  leav- 
ing, his  mariyrdom  will  be  doubled  and  trebled. 
He  hoped  that  thoie  who,  for  lome  yean,  bad 
propheeied  instability  in  the  National  CSoaneib, 
would  not,  by  their  coodaet,  asust  in  verifyiiig 
their  own  prophecies,  and  afterwards  urge  it  as  a 
complaint  against  the  (Sorernment. 

There  is,  said  Mr.  T.,  another  subject  of  deli- 
cate consideration,  but  which  deserves  to  be  men- 
tioned. I  believe  that  there  is,  io  Philadelphia, 
less  sympathy  than  in  either  New  York  or  Bos- 
ton, for  a  certain  subject,  in  which  the  Southern 
States  are  deeply  interested.  When  formerly 
there,  one  Warner  Mifflin,  and  his  associates,  con- 
tinually kept  Congress  in  hot  water,  by  teasing 
and  pestering  them  with  something  aoontdavery. 
They  had  no  regard  to  our  feelings. 

Mr.  BLODNT,ofNorth  Carolina,  was  astonished 
that  the  friends  of  the  resolution  should  want  more 
time.  They  bad  been  three  months  preparing 
this  subject.  He  had  himself  beard,  a  month 
ago,  the  mover  of  the  resolution  say  that  be 
thought  of  bringing  it  forward,  and  he  uaderstood 
some  doubts  were  entertmioed,  whether  the  Pres- 
ident would  sign  a  bill  for  this  purpose.  The 
friends  of  the  measure  had  been  long  deliberating 
how  to  bring  forward  the  subject,  and  they  bad 
thought  of  waiting  until  the  close  of  the  session, 
wbeosome  members,  hostile  to  the  measure,  might 
be  gone.  If  ibis  resolution  is  adopted,  I  shall, 
when  I  go  home,  think  it  my  duty  to  tell  my  con- 
stituents they  can  have  no  further  confidence  in 
the  Government.  I  will  agree  to  sit  here  night 
and  day,  until  the  question  is  determined,  and 
shall  vote  against  every  adjournment. 

Mr.  Sloan  called  on  the  gentleman  last  up  to 
prove,  "by  one  respectable  witness,  that  he  nad 
ever  said  be  doubted  whether  the  President  would 
sign  a  bill  for  removing  the  Government.  He 
bad  always  said,  he  believed  the  President  would 
not  counteract  tbe  wishes  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Blo[;nt  replied  that,  when  toe  gentU-man 
from  New  Jersey  obtained  his  information  from 
ft  great  officer  of  tbe  Qovernment,  he  ^edged 
himself  to  prove  hy  Uiat  officer  the  truth  of  what 
he  had  said. 

Mr.  Kellt,  of  Pennsylvania,  supported  the  pro- 
priety of  committing  the  resolution,  and  giving  it 
a  fair  discussion,  in  the  usual  way.  He  conceived 
it  necessary  that  more  informaiioa  relative  to  the 
sabject  should  be  obtained,  before  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  give  a  final  decision. 
-  It  bad  been  said  that  the  qaestim  might  be 
compared  to  daggers,  aaspeuded  by  a  hair,  over 
^  heads  of  the  people  in  this  District ;  that  prop- 
erty would  iall  in  ralue,  and  erery  improTemeat 
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be  paralyzed.  He  did  not  believe  that  such  would 
be  tbe  result  of  cootinuing  the  question  antil  a 
fair  discussion  could  be  obtained.  He  was  in  pos- 
session of  a  fact  which  proved  that  no  possible 
proceeding,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  could  pre- 
vent improvements  here. 

A  neighbor  of  mine,  said  Mr.  K.,  bought  a  lot 
in  this  city,  for  which  be  gave  about  four  hun- 
dred dollars.  A  tax,  of  which  be  was  ignorant, 
of  ninety  cents,  was  due  at  the  time  of  the  pur- 
chase. On  account  of  this  tax  the  Jot  was  sold, 
and  produced  but  sixty-five  cents,  and  the  fur^ 
ther  improvement  of  this  place  was,  then,  at  am 
end. 

The  motion  lo  commit  the  resolution  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  further  supported  by 
Messrs.  Bacon,  Fisc,  Livhrmobe,  Alexahi>gbl 
and  Bibb  ;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  J.  Rhea,  or 
Tennessee,  Holland,  ana  Macon.  Tbe  ques- 
tion was  fioalty  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  re- 
solved in  the  negative—yMS  61,  nays  63,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAS — Evan  Alexandw,  Ezduel  Bacon,  WUKatt 
W.  Bibb,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robei^  Brown,  E|ta{ibra£- 
tus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  CUy,  Sana- 
uel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Dorell, 
James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Barent  Gardenier,  Francis  Gardner,  Edwin  Gray, 
John  Harris,  John  Heiater,  William  Ho^,  Reuben 
Humphreys,  Robert  Jenkica,  James  Kelly,  Edward  81. 
Loo  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Joaiah  Master*,  Wi^ 
ham  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  Thooiaa  Moom, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gntdon  8.  Mumfivd,  Tfaenus 
Newbold,  Timothy  n&in,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Joaiah 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Peansylvania,  Jacob  Richard*, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  Jobn 
Russell,  Lemael  Sawyer,  James  bloan,  John  Smilie, 
Jededtab  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  William  Stedmatt, 
Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Peter  Swart,  Sam- 
uel Tagvart,  Bemamin  Tallmadge,  Jobn  Thompaoo, 
Jabex  Upham.  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensaelaer,  Robert  Whitehill,  Isuc  Wilbonr,  AlexntH 
der  Wilson,  and  James  WitbereU. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WUIib  Alston,  jr^  Dm-vH 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Baoett,  Wm.  Blaek- 
ledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle,  WOliam  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  John  Chandler,  John  Ctop> 
ton,  Howell  Cobb,  Richai^  Cutis,  John  Dawson,  Joai- 
ah Deaoe,  Joseph  Desha,  Jobn  W.  Eppes,  Mediack 
Franklin,  James  N.  Garnett,  Charles  Goldiborongfa, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  William  Helmm, 
James  Holland,  H^vid  Holmes,  Benjamin  Homud, 
Daniel  Ilsley,  IlidiardM.JiAn«»,Wafter  Jones,  The*. 
Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  Kirkpatridc,  Jolm 
Lambert,  Joaqih  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Lovw, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Wm.  McCreeey, 
John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mon«w, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wiloon  O.  Nicholas,  John  Rhea  of 
Teooeasee,  Ebenexer  Seaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Tay- 
lor, Abram  Trigg^  George  M.  Tionp,  James  L  Van 
Alien,  ArchibaldVaa  Home,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Jesse  Wharton,  Marmadoke  William^  and  Ridiard 
Winn. 

On  motion,  the  Cominittee  roae^  and  tbe  Boose 
then  a^ouraedt 
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Fbidav,  February  5. 
Blr.HoLUBa,  from  the  Coinmtttee  of  Claims,  to 
rton  were  referred,  oa  the  tweaty-sixih  uhimOf 
tiD petitions,  one  of  Matthew  Smith  and  Darias 
Qua  of  East  Haddam.  in  the  State  of  CoDoecti- 
est,  tbe  other  of  the  said  Darius  Gates,  preteoted 
abill  far  the  relief  of  Matthew  Smith  and  Da- 
aat  Gates,  jointly,  and  Daritis  Giaies,  sepoately } 
whith  was  twice  read  aod  committed  to  a  Com- 
•ittceaf  the  Whtde  od  Monday,  the  fifteeath  id- 

HUI. 

Mt.  Ltov,  submitted  the  foUowiag  reMlatioa :  i 
Satbed,  Thtt  a  Coranittee  of  PrivUegea  be  ap< 
piadad,  wnb  pow*  to  InqiiiTe  what  measaiea,  if  any, 
*n  MOMMit  to  aecDTe  to  the  member*  of  the  Na^nal 
lisgiitstaw  the  privilegM  apportaining  to  tbem  by  the  . 
CmMiiBiiDa;  which  cammittee  shall  have  power  to 
M|Mrt  by  UU.  or  otherwiae. 

The  resolatioD  was  read,  and  ordered  to  tie  on 
*e  taUe. 

Mr.  Newtom,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce aatl  Maaufactures,  reported  e  resolution  ia 
ihafonaof  a  coocarreflt  resolution  of  tbe  two 
Boaaet,  to  authorize  the  disposition  of  certain 
ekartiaf  the  coast  of  North  Carolinaj-which  was 
icatf,  aai^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milnob,  referred  to 
a  CnBBu'tlee  of  the  Whole  oa  Monday  next. 

REMOVAL  OP  THE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Ntca  olas,  the  House  resumed 
the  eoDsidecatioa  of  a  resolution  proposed  by 
Mr.  Sloar,  on  the  second  iostant,  for  a  removal 
of  the  seat  of  OoTernroeut  of  the  United  States 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  aod  the  said  reaolu- 
>ion  being  again  read  in  the  worda  followiog,  to 
wit: 

Senkid,  That  it  is  expedient,  and  tbe  public  good 
iS^airas,  that  the  seat  of  Government  be  remov«t  to 

^  oj^  of  Philadelphia  for  yeara ;  and  that  a 

"■■Miltae  be  ^K>omted  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
patt. 

Mr.  Haams  vSeied  tbe  Mlowiitg  restilatioo, 
vkieh  the  Honas  agraed  to  eonsitfer-.«fi6  to  49: 

fmkei.  That  a  eoroniUae  be  appointed  t«  inqahv 
ratothtloMor  gain  to  tbe  Treuaryof  tb«  United  States, 
pi*Uad  tbe  aeat  of  GevaTaBcnt  i|hs^  be  iwaoved 
tbs  City  of  WaahingtOB. 

U1.L0TB  oppoeed  tbe  motion,  on  aeoonot  of 
the  dday  which  the  passage  of  it  would  oecaaioa 
to  tbe  pregress  of  the  main  question  of  removal. 

Ur.LTOH  supported  it.  from  a  deeire  for  tbe 
ia^oiry;  the  result  of  wnieh.  he  had  no  doubt, 
voold  do  away  with  many  false  estimates  00  the 

Hr.paweoH  had  no  objeetiQn,if  he  thought  the 
fnpltitioD  would  produce  infuroaatioaj  bui,iade- 
Pvtetlyof  iu  being  out  of  the' power  of  tbe  De- 
I*|i*ms  to  make  the  estimate,  then  was  now  od 
twilei  of  the  Hatise,  end  in  toe  printed  reports, ; 
aa  exact  tecooni  of  expenses  of  removal  from 
theeiiy  of  Philadelphia,  (kom  which  u  eslimaie 
BWit  be  formed  of  the  expeoseof  moriag  back. 

^'MAarsaB  said  the  gentlemau  had  mistakn 
(be  object  of  the  resolution  $  it  went  nut  toiDquire 
■«o  tbe  expense  of  the  reaD»l,bui  into  thecooa- 
PiWife  cspenae  of  OoimiMrnc  at  eash  plMs. 
lOtbCoa.  IstSxss.— 50 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  Nicholas  said,  tbe  ezpeose  at  Philadelphia 
would  not  be  greater  than  here,  except  in  partic- 
ular points,  into  which  be  trusted  aa  inqniry  would 
not  be  made.  They  had  already  been  four  daya 
deliberating  oa  the  main  question,  and  the  mind 
of  every  gentlemauimtut  be  made  up  on  the  snh* 
ject. 

M  r.  R  B &A.  of  Ten  nessec,  moved  to  postpone  thia 
resolution  till  to-morrow. 

.  Mr.  Taylor  said,  if  any  iofbrraation  for  the  in^ 
struotioo  of  the  Hoase  in  deciding  the  main  quea* 
tiott  could  be  acquired  by  this  resolution,  he  should 
most  willtngty  agree  to  adopt  it ;  but^  even  if  thia 
resolution  were  to  produce  ioformaiiou  of  a  sav- 
iag  of  $130,000  or  $150,000  (which  gentlemen 
had  positively  asserted,  and  wbioh  be  as  positively 
dented.)  be  should  not  be  influenced  by  it.  We 
are  now,  said  he,  in  tbe  situation  of  Athens,  when 
Tbemi&tocles  proposed  to  the  Assembly  that  he 
had  a  project  most  beneficial  to  the  commuoity, 
but  00  which  it  was  improper  to  address  tbenk 
publicly  i  but,  if  tbey  would  appoint  a  oommitte» 
or  name  a  person,  he  would  t^l  nis  project  to  that 
oonomittee  or  that  pnaon,  and  upon  this  report 
the  Athenians  might  deeinei  They  eboae  Ansti- 
dea.  Tbe  two  great  men  conferred  tonther — and 
what  was  the  {HToject  ?  ToseizetbeOreeianflee^ 
then  in  tbe  harbor  of  Athens,  by  which  ihe  Athe- 
nians might  secure  the  predominaiice  over  the 
Grecian  States.  Aristides,  in  making  his  report 
to  bis  countrymen,  observed  that  indeed  the  pro- 
ject might  be  beneficial  to  his  country,  but  that  it 
was  most  unjust.  For  this  very  decision  of  thia 
great  man  he  obtained  tbe  surname  of  "  The  Just." 
Altboogb  this  title  were  given  to  the  individual, 
the  honor  and  credit  wasi  gruater  to  tbe  Assembly 
which  be  addressed.  That  same  inconsistent, 
wavering,  democratic  society,  which  we  hear  so 
often  denounced,  at  once  gave  a  decided  negative 
to  tbe  propositiea.  From  tbe  obserrations  made 

Jreaterday ;  from  the  observations  addraawd  to  tfas 
eeliogs  of  members  on  tbe  floor;  from  the  anki« 
ouscoaoteDaQces  by  which  we  have  been  and  now 
are  surrounded ;  we  have  at  last  come  to  tbe  single 
proposition,  Will  it  be  just?— will  it  be  consist^ 
teat  with. good  faith?  If  it  will  not  be  just,wb]F 
make  the  inquiry  ? — why  ask  if  tbe  various  state> 
ments  which  have  been  made  are  true?  I  hope 
the  present  propositioD  will  not  be  adopted— that 
the  subject  will  have  an  end,  with  that  deliberar 
ttoo  and  prompt  decieion  on  it  which  this  House 
owes  to  tne  commuaiiy,  to  itself,  to  the  individu- 
ala  awaitinj;  our  decisiooj  and  to  tbe  major  part 
of  the  peonle  of  tbe  United  State*,  whose  feeluga 
are  seosibly  alive  to  our  proceedings. 

Mr.  Masters  withdrew  his  resolution, as  he  bad 
not  expected  to  cause  a  discu^ion  by  moving  it. 

The  House  haviojg  taken  up  for  coosideratttm 
Mr.  Sloah's  resolution  for  thti  removal  of  the  sent 
of  Qoveroment  to  Philadelphia, 
Mr.  Sloaii  withdrew  hia  resolution,  and 
Mr.  Bi,ooNT  renewed  the  motion.  He  did  not 
renew  it  because  he  intended  to  vote  for  it,  but 
because  it  was  important,  since  it  had  been  agi- 
tated, tliat  it  should  be  decided }  and  because,  since 
jexteidayjanothcr  meeting  (caiKu)had.bceBheli| 
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hj  the  friends  of  the  measnre,  to  dctenniDe  on  tbe 
course  proper  to  be  pursued.  He  had  said  yester- 
day, and  he  would  repeat  it  to-day,  that  the  adop- 
tion of  this  resolutioh  would  be  a  most  flagrant 
TiotatioD  of  (be  faith  of  the  nation.  If  it  should 
now  be  adopted,  he  would  immediately  lay  npoa 
the  table  a  resolution  to  repeal  tbe  Funding  sys- 
tem—Dot to  vote  for  it  himself,  but  to  quiet  the 
fears  of  tbe  people,  which  would  be  excited  by 
such  a  measure.  He  was  yesterday,  and  now,  de- 
prived of  sajing  much  that  he  very  much  wished 
(o  say  on  this  subject,  by  a  severe  pain  in  the  head. 

Mr.  Dana  wished,  if  it  were  designed  to  repeat 
the  Funding  system,  that  a  resolution  should  be 
laid  on  the  table  for  that  purpose,  and  that  both 
the  resolutions  should  be  referred  to  a  committee 
for  discussion.  I  confess,  for  my  own  part,  said 
Mr.  D.,  that  I  am  not  perfectly  satisfied  of  the  pro- 
priety of  removing  tbe  seat  of  (Government;  and 
^hen  the  question  comes  I  shall  vote  against  it, 
beoaose  I  would  not  vote  for  any  positive  meas- 
ure without  being  satisfied  of  its  propriety.  But,, 
as  to  all  this  noise — this  talking  of  the  breach  of 
ikiUifOf  the  poUic  debt,  and  these  menaces  to  in- 
dhridoals— they  do  not  influence  me.  We  are  not 
sent  here  by  onrcoDstltnems  several  hundred  miles 
to  be  controlled  or  inflnenced  to  deviate  from  tbe 
ordinary  coarse  by  the  feelings  or  displeasure  of 
tfaose  interested  in  this  Distriei.  If  this  operated 
in  any  way,  it  would  induce  me  to  vote  for  remov- 
ing the  seat  of  Government,  because  the  attempt 
to  control  tbe  freedom  of  deliberation  is  not  to  be 
tolerated.  The  correct  course  for  every  individ- 
nal,ia,  not  to  suffer  his  mature  or  better  judf^meat 
to  be  influenced  bysnch  considerations.  Not  be- 
ing perfectly  satisfied  on  the  subject,  I  wished  to 

five  it  a  fair  discussion.  This  was  my  opinion, 
should  vote  for  the  reference  of  any  motion  on 
general  principle,  and  give  any  subject  a  fair  dis- 
cussion in  tbe  usual  course,  except  it  were  so  pal- 
^bly  wrong  that  no  man  of  sense  or  information 
coald  support  it.  I  was  not  at  libuty  to  refuse  a 
reference  to  this  on  this  ground,  from  a  knowledge 
of  its  advocates.  As  gentlemen  wish  a  decision 
on  this  question,  my  own  vote  will  be  against 
removaljbecausc  I  have  not  been  coovineedof  its 
propriety.  As  to  the  breach  of  public  faith,  this 
argument  doesnot  influence  me.  I  do  not  consider 
thai  there  is  a  Constitutional  injunction  against 
removal.  I  consider  it  as  an  honorary  pledge  of 
the  public  faith,  which  constitutes,  not  a  perfect 
obligation,  as  in  case  of  debt,  but  an  imperfect  ob- 
ligation—a case  of  estimation  and  oocertainty. 
I  would  rather  cherish  a  caution  as  respects  devi- 
ation from  the  courseof  public  faith— would  rather 
err  from  excessive  scrupulousness  thao  from  too 
much  laxity.  This  is  my  view  of  the  subject.  The 
nal  question  is  one  on  which  gentlemen  of  inform- 
ation, ability,  and  unsullied  iatwrity,  may  well 
differ;  it  takes  in  so  many  questions — gec^raph- 
ical,  political,  and  moral— that  we  may  well  difier{ 
and  its  bein^  an  imperfect  oblintton  renders  it  a 
peculiarly  difficult  questioa.  The  arguments  in 
lavorof  tne  removal  not  hitrlng  been  sufficient  to 
satisfy  my  mind,  I  sluiU  rote  against  it,  from  my 
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Mr.  W.  Alstor  could  readily  conceive  that 
gentlemen  possessing  the  same  sentiments  as  tbe 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  could  vote,  as  that 
gentleman  had  done,  for  a  reference;  but  gentle- 
men who  could  not  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  remo- 
val under  any  circumstances  would  vote  as  Mr.  A. 
did— against  it.  This,  said  Mr.  A.,  is  my  sitm.' 
lion.  No  arguments  could  have  tnflueneed  me  in 
voting  for  a  removal,  and  therefore  I  should  give 
my  vote  aninst  it  in  any  shape.  This  questioa 
has  been  discussed  in  various  ways,  but  tbe  Mfb- 
sat  to  refer  yesterday  decided  the  prineiirfe  tint 
there  was  a  majority  of  the  House  against  remo- 
val on  any  principle  whatever.  The  vote  for  com- 
mitment having  been  negatived  by  a  small  ma- 
jority, might  induce  a  belief  that  but  a  few  were 
against  removal.  For  this  reason,  it  is  proper  to 
show  the  sense  of  the  House  by  an  immedtato 
decision  of  the  resolution,  as  well  as  to  settle  the 
question — to  put  the  matter  lo  rest— and  prevent 
agitation  of  the  public  mind ;  for  no  question  could 
be  discussed  which  could  agitate  tbe  public  mind 
equally  with  this.  He  therefore  hoped  it  would 
be  decided. 

Mr.  GanosMUB  rose  to  inquire  whether  the 
motion  was  in  order.  In  introducing  the  refla- 
tion, the  gentleman  had  said  he  shouldvote  against 
it  himself;  it  was  therefor^  introduced,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  being  carried,  but  for  the  porpose  of 
taking  up  the  time  of  the  House  uselessly ;  and 
he  submitted  it  to  the  Speaker,  whether  a  motion 
was  in  order,  when  the  mover  of  it  declared  he 
should  himself  vote  against  it— whether  it  was  not 
inconsistent  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the 
House.  In  this  Hall,  no  proposition  should  be 
submitted  which  the  mover  does  not  mean  to  per- 
5iist  in;  nor  should  any  member  be  permitted  to 
introduce  a  motion  calculated  uselessly  to  oonsume 
tbe  time  of  the  House.   Was  it  in  order  ? 

Mr.  Macom  asked  whether  the  House  had  agreed 
to  consider  the  motion  t  Mr.  M.  objected  to  the 
waste  of  time  which  would  be  occastoaed  by  ihia 
motion,  if  the  House  agreed  to  consider  it— not 
that  he  was  one  of  those  who  thought  they  waated 
time  whm  they  did  nothing :  as  he  thought,  the 
leas  they  legislated  tbe  better.  If  the  House  had 
not  agreed  to  consider,  he  hoped  they  would  not. 

The  SraAKBR  first  decided  the  question  of  die 
gentleman  from  New  York,  stating  there  had  oc- 
curred in  this  session  an  Instance  In  which  a  vko* 
tleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RAHOOLPa)  made  a 
motion,  against  which  he  had  declared  at  the  time 
of  making  it  that  he  himself  should  vote.  This 
motion  was,  therefore,  in  order.  He  then  said  the 
House  had  not  yet  agreed  to  consider  the  motion. 

Several  gentlemen  rising  to  speak, 

The  Bpbakbr  declared  that  debate  on  this  mo* 
tion  was  inadmissiUe. 

The  question  on  considering  Mr.  Sloan's  tcso- 
lotton,  as  renewed  by  Mr.  BLOtmT,  was  then  iteg^ 
aliveo— yeas  51,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

TiAs— Bavid  Bald,  Jos^  Baiker,  Bnrwdl  Basaett. 
William  Blackledge,  Hiomas  Blount,  John  Bevle,  "WU^ 
liam  A.  Burwell,  Jose[A  Calhoun,  George  W.  Camp- 
batt,  John  Oampball,  John  Chandler,  Ji^  Chiton, 
Biehaid  Catta^  John  Ihrnmrn,  Jott^  OaaM»  iimf^ 
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Dedtt,  John  W.  Eppes,  Moshack  Fnnktin,  James  H. 
Gimtt,  Petereon  Goodwyn,  Isuah  L.  Green,  William 
HriiH,  Jamea  Holland,  David  Holmea,  Benjamin  How- 
ai,  Walter  Jonea,  Thomas  Kenso,  Phil^  B.  Key.  Wil- 
Ih  Kii^iatrickt  Joseph  Lewii,  jri.,  Edwvd  Lloyd, 
Ma  Love,  Mttdiev  Lyon,  Robert  Marioo,  WUIum 
HcCreery,  John  Montgomenr,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
laiali  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John 
Blua  of  TeunesMe,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  John  Smith, 
Abtam  Trigg,  Oeorge  M.  Troup,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
Sans,  Alexander  Wibon,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
AktoD,  jr.,  EsekieL  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  John 
Blakc  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Gpaphroditos 
Chamiaaa,  Mwtin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Chj,  Howell 
GetbiBamnd  W.Dana,  John  UtTenport, jr., Daniel  M. 
Dardi,  Jamea  ElUot. -WUUaai  Ely,  William  Findley, 
Junes  Pisfc,  Barent  Gardenier,  Francis  Gardner,  John 
Hairi*,  John  Heister,  William  Hoge,  Reuben  Hum- 
phreys, Daniel  Daley,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Juhn- 
aen,  James  Kelly,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert, 
Xdwaid  6l  Loe  I^vermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jo«&h 
Hasten,  WiUiam  Milnor,  Daniel  M6ntgomery,  jr.,  Jon- 
aduB  0.  Mosely.  Gordon  8.  Mumfoid,  Thomas  New- 
bidd,Tiaod7  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pwter,  John  Pagh,  John 
Sea  of  Penwlvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Ridi- 
ard«,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Russell,  James 
Seen,  Deann  tJmelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
Stmad  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  StanftH-d, 
William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Ptter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talimadge, 
J^  Hiompaon,  Jabex  Upham,  James  L  Tan  Allen, 
Ifiefaolu  Van  Djha,  Killian  K.  Tan  Renawlaer,  Robert 
.  WUMill,  and  Jftmea  WUhefell. 

Mr.  Lsvis  said,  as  the  Hoqs«  bad  refuaed  to 
eoBsider  this  motion,  he  would  endeavor  to  ac- 
•oauoodftte  them  hf  offering  one  more  onexeep- 
tMnaUci  as  follows: 

trnkid.  Hut  k  is  liwxpediait  to  remove  the  seat 
•f  Govmuiit  from  the  Ci^  of  Washington,  and  not 
wmaled  bj  pnUic  polity. 

Mr.  Baoob  adied  if  ibis  was  la  order,  being  to 
the  MM  ^het  as  the  motion  ^nst  deelded  f 

Mr.  Bppbs  said  the  proposition  was  decidedly 
disdiKtfrora  that  jtist  decided.  la  sufferiog  tbe 
•rieioal  reeolatioa  of  Mr.  Sloah  to  lie  on  the 
tibw,  they  would  be  guilty  of  an  act  <tf  fla|^ant 
i*)iMiee.  Tbe  question  ought,  roast  be  decided, 
■M  Kt  Vonger  delayedi  What  bftd  been  the  coarse 
porsocd  by  the  gentleman  who  fini  proposed  the 
RiolutioD  1  He  had  acted  lil^e  a  misohieTotis  boy, 
ifaoviiga  stone  at  a  glasa  window,  and  then  con- 
ceaKng  hinadf— £<>rder!]  Somepositire  deeia- 
m  owrht  to  be  hid  after  what  had  been  laid  on 
dMiable. 

Tbe  SpBiEu  decided  that  the  motion  was  in 
««<c 

Bnettl  gentlemen  rising  to  speak, 

Spiakbb  obeecved  that  on  a  motion  to 
piwiiiu  there  conld  be  no  debnlc. 

Mr.  AuuHDm  wished  to  more  a  postpone* 
neat  of  dw  motion. 

Tbe  SnAKkn  said  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

The  motion  to  consider  the  icsolntlon  oflered 
W  Mr.  Lcwia  wftt  thea  agreed  to— jreas  69,  na^s 
Sa^uiaUowi: 


H.  OP  R, 


YxAS — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  David  Bard, 
Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge, 
Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbdl^ 
John  Campbell;  John  Chandler,  John  Ctopton,  HoweB 
Cobb,  Richard  Cutts,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawson, 
Josiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Elliot,  John  W. 
^pes,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barent  Gordenier,  James 
M.  Gamett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  Jt^in  Harris,  William  Helms,  Jamea  Hoi- 
land,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Daniri  Hsley, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil- 
liam Kirkpatrick,  Xeh«miah  Knight,  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jrn  Edward  Llt^d,  Jiriin  Lore,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Rtriiert  Marion,  WilUaan  McCreery,  John  Mmii* 
gomeiy,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Wilson  C* 
Pficholai,  Josiah  Qoiney,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Rowan,  Jdio  Roasell,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smith,  William  Stedman,  J(^  T»lor, 
Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Danid  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse 
Wharton,  Marmaduke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilsoit, 
and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W. 
Bibb,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  Epaphroditns 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Davenport,  jan.,  Daniel  M.  Darril,  William  Ely,  Wil- 
Itam  Findley,  James  Pt^,  Frandi  Gardner,  John  Heis- 
ter, WilKam  Hoge,  Renben  Humphreye,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Richard  M.  Johnson,  James  Kelly,  Edward  St. 
Loe  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Josiah  Masters,  Wil- 
liam Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  Jan.,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Onrdon  S.  Mumford.  Thomas  Newbold,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Jdm 
Pugh,  John  Rea.  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Mat> 
thiaa  Richards,  Saomel  Riker,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Hei» 
Southard,  Billiard  Utan&rd,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B. 
Stui^es^  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tal^ 
madge,  John  Thompson,  Jabes  Uphaoa,  James  L  Van 
Allen,  Nidiolas  Van  Dyka,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  James 
WithereU. 

Mr^  OAaDEHiiB  saidjSioce  the  House  had  agreed 
to  consider  the  resoltitlon,  be  wished  to  more  to 
add  to  the  motion,  for  the  purpose  of  making  it 
complete,  a  string  of  amenomenu.  I  ner^r  ex- 
pected, said  Mr.  G..  to  be  called  upon  to  pass  laws 
which  would  hare  no  operation ;  bat  it  seems  we 
are  to  go  on  here  foramusemeaij  legislating abont 
□otbiag.  If  the  House  tbinkfi  it  worth  woile  to 
go  on  in  this  way  I  bare  astring  of  amendments, 
which  I  think  are  equally  entitled  to  tbeattention 
of  the  House  with  that  now  under  consideration. 
1  shall  oonfiue  myself  to  the  snbjeet,  and  mere 
resolutions  which  hare  no  meaning,  to  show  the 
perfection  of  American  legislation,  and  tbe  dig- 
nttj  of  the  American  Congress.  [The  Spiaur 
inlormed  Mr.  G.  that  all  reflcetions  on  the  bodf 
were  ont  of  order.]  I  shall  not  reflect  on  it;  lam 
desirous  to  place  it  in  sUcfa  a  situatioo,  that  none 
shall  bare  it  in  their  power  to  reflect  on  it.  Thoa|^ 
I  shall  not  vote  for  the  resolution  which  I  bare  now 
the  bonw  to  ofier,  I  propose  it  for  consideration 
as  a  proper  amendment  to  the  resolutiaa  now 
under  eoosideralion: 

**Tkai  it  is  inexpeaeat  at  this  time  to  eaU  upon  tte 
SedNlaiy  of  the  Tiemiy  or  any  etiMT  Depertmsnt  Ar 
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bfcmatiM  tending  to  ihow  w^Oct  the  raiooval  of 
the  Mt  of  Oorerameat  from  tliie  fUep  wiU  produce  ft 
mnae  of  $260,000  anaoan.T. 

*'*nat  it  is  inexpedient  to  give  tbose  who  are  favora- 
Ua  to  a  removal  an  opportunity  to  lay  tnch  documenti 
and  other  information  before  tbie  House  as  will  have  a 
tendent^  to  cooTince  the  people  of  these  United  Stetea 
that  the  continuing  of  the  seat  of  Goremilient  at  this 
^ace  u  injurioui  to  the  nation." 

Mr.  Eppsa  inquired  whether  the  anendmeot 
were  id  order,  wUHng  at  the  same  time  to  altaw 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  moved  it, 
all  the  sddiliooal  dignity  he  could  wish  from  its 
jotroduetiDD.  As  to  the  gentleman's  observaiions 
■lao,  abont  the  nothingness  of  the  present  subject, 
be  would  give  the  gentleman  all  the  credit  he 
eoold  derive  from  calling  that  nothing  which  in- 
Tolved  the  roin  of  thooMnds. 

The  Speakeb  said  the  motion  for  amendment 
was  in  order. 

Mr.  Smilib  would  just  observe,  that  whatever 
bis  opinion  oo  this  subject  might  be,  be  wished  at 
all  times  to  see  the  House  act  in  such  a  way  as 
would  do  credit  to  themselves.  This  was  cer- 
tainly a  game  that  would  never  prosper;  the 
originat  resolution  for  a  removal  of  the  seat  of 
Government  was  certainly  an  ill  judged  thing, 
an^  left  the  subject  in  the  same  situation  as  be- 
fore. He  thought  it  best  at  all  times,  when  it 
was  evident  that  the  sense  of  the  House  was  in 
iiivor  of  gf^tting  rid  of  a  sohject,  to  do  it  in  the 
ahortesi  way  possible.  It  was  now  evident  that 
U  was  not  the  diapositioa  of  the  House  to  remove 
from  this  place;  every  gentleman  must  be  satis- 
fed  of  it.  For  his  part,  whenever  the  sense  of  the 
House  had  been  expressed,  he  should  never  wish 
t0  embarFasfl  their  proceedings.  He  wished  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  would  withdraw  his 
amendment.  The  main  resolution  under  consider- 
ation was  an  useless  thing. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
eonsideration  of  the  subject  tilt  the  first  of  March. 

Mr.  Dawson  called  lor  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, tdcing  itfirst  on  [lostponing  the  amendment. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  W.  Alston, 
«n  the  point  whether  the  amendment  were  in 
order,  and  from  Mr.  Lyon,  in  favor  of  inquiring 
isto  the  subject  at  the  proper  departmentn.  by 
which  he  believed  the  verbal  ^temeots  made  in 
the  Hooaeof  the  comparative  expenses  of  Oov- 
•rameat  at  Philaddpfaia  would  be  fully  ctmtra- 
dieied, 

Mr.  Gakobhiu  withdrew  his  motion  ;  when 
Messrs.  G.  W.  Campbell  and  Kbt  aapported  the 
reecdution.  and  opposed  the  postpoaement  at  con- 
siderable leagth. 

■A  motion  to  adjonrn  was  then  made,  end  nega- 
twed— 66  to  43. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  and  Mr.  Gabobnibr  sop- 
ported  the  motion  for  poetponement;  when  the 
q|««stioB  on  postponement  of  Mr.  Lbwib's  motion 
till  the  lat  of  March,  was  nentived  by  yeas  and 
naya— f  eas  33.  oays  86,  as  follows: 

YsAB— Esekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb.  John 
Blake,  Jan.,  Martin  Chittenden.  Matthew  Clay,  Oeorgt 
Caiatomjr^  John  Davenport  jwk,  WiUiarn  E^.Baitnt 
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Qardenier,  Frands  Gardner,  John  HajriB.John  Heistcr, 
WilKam  Hoge,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Bobert  Jenkins, 
Thomas  Kelly,  Edward  8t  I^e  Livermore,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Jonah  Masters,  William  Mil- 
nor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  Jan.,  Gordon  S.  Mumford, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jon.,  John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Pen- 
sylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Bicbards,  Jams* 
Sloan,  Sismael  Smith*  Gleaept  Stner,  Lewis  B.  Btnr- 
ges,  and  Jabex  Uphsm. 

Nats — Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
AJstoa.jan.,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Barwell  BaB< 
sett,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown.  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  John  Camp> 
bell,  Epapbroditos  Champion,  John  Chandler,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cutte.  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Dawson,  Josiah  Dean^  Dedia, 
Daniel  M.  Duidl,  James  ElUot,  John  W.  Eppes.  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  James  M.  Gafnett^ 
Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  HoknM^ 
Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Richard  M.  Johnsoa, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wil. 
liam  Kirkpatrick.  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  l^ambeit, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love,  RtAeit 
Manon,  William  McCreeir,  John  Montgomeiyt  Nidifr- 
las  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jona- 
than O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Samnsl 
Riker.  John  Rowan,  John  Russell,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Joha 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  WilUsm 
Stedman,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  James  L 
Van  AUen,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Hon, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Je«a  ' 
Wharton,  baw)  WUbour.  Mamadnke  Williams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  Bidiard  Whin  and  James  Witterell. 

Mr.  Maoon  said,  when  he  had  before  spoken  oa 
this  subject,  he  had  stated  his  opinion  that  a  re. 
moral  jrom  ibis  place  would  be  a  vtdaticHi  of  the 
ConBtiuition  and  a  breach  of  the  piiblie  faith;  be 
had  since  heard  notfaing  to  convince  him  that 
this  was  not  the  case.  He  thought  the  faith  of 
the  Government  was  as  strongly  pledged  foe  it> 
continuance  here  as  it  coyld  he  for  anything.  He 
then  movfd  to  strike  out  thf  whole  of  the  resolu- 
tion after  the  word  "  Resolved,**  and  insert "  tha^ 
*  to  remove  the  seat  of  Government  from  the  City 
.'  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbiaiis* 
'  breach  of  public  faith,  and  ooouary  to  the  Con- 
'  Ktitotion  of  the  United  Sutes.". 

Mr.  Stahpord  eontd  not  believe  that  (he  mo- 
tion was  in  order.  If  ft  were,  and  even  if  to 
agreed  with  the  gentleman,  bis  colleague,  he  coald 
not  rote  for  «  resolution  declaring,  what  wav 
was  not  a  breach  of  public  faith. 

The  SpBAKEB  conceived  that-this-motion  went 
to  the  same  object,  ahhough  embracing  a  wH** 
ground  than  the  original  resolution,  and  wis, 
therefore,  in  order. 

Mr.  Smiue  said  he  had  just  one  observation  to 
make.    If  this  resolution  was  adopted,  it  would 
be  the  first  instance  he  had  ever  known  of 
Legislatare  ondertakjag  to  declare  what  was  lh« 
Constitution. 

Mr.  UTBaMOM  BOTcd  to  adjown.  Carried— 
fiStofiO. 
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^Satdbdat,  February  6. 
Tkc  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''Ad  act 
10  rerire  and  continue  certain  causes  and  pro- 
•Mdiogs  in  the  District  Court  o{  the  District  of 
Columhtaf"  was  read  the  third  time  and  j»sied. 

tBMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  J.  MoNTGOHERT  moved  that  the  unfinished 
Insioets  of  jresterday  lie  on  the  table,  to  gire  an 
opportuDity  for  the  renewal  of  the  motion  ori^- 
BallT  made  by  Mr.  S  loan,  and  afterwards  renewed 
bj  Mr.  BlOdnt,  for  the  remoral  of  the  seat  of 
Goremmeot;  which  was  agreed  to — 52  to  51. 

Mr.  Lewis  then  mored  the  consideration  of  the 
lesdntion  renewed  by  Mr.  Bloitnt  yesterday. 

The  House  agreed  to  take  up  the  coosideration 
of  the  resolntion  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  56, 
SITB  51. 

The  main  qoestioo  then  recarriitsf,  that  the 
Boose  do  agiee  to  the  said  resolution,  in  the  words 
ftUowiog.  to  wit ; 

Bnolned^  That  it  is  ozpediatit,  and  the  public  good 
Mfraca,  that  the  seat  of  Govemmeat  be  Temored  to 

ttAo^arniiladelphla,  fiir  yean,  and  that  a  eom- 

■itlM  bs  aifMdnted  to  bring  in  a  ull  for  that  pvrpoM. 

Ifr.  Sloan  began  his  obserratioos  with  re- 
Vurking  that  it  was  not  customary  for  the  steno- 
gnpbets  to  take  dowo  what  was  said  in  the  latter 
part  of  a  debate,  but  he  requested  tbem  to  take 
sown  what  he  was  about  to  say ;  for  he  bad  been 
aioch  abused  for  his  conduct  in  relation  to  this 
•abject,  and  he  was  anxious  that  the  good  people 
of  the  United  States  should  hare  a  proper  riew 
of  his  sentimeDts. 

Mr.  8.  said  he  had  been  cautioned  to  uke  care 
of  himself.  It  had  been  intimated  to  him  that 
his  life  was  in  danger,  and  that  it  had  been  de- 
dared  he  ought  to  be  thrown  into  one  of  these 
vfldemess  boles.  [Mr.  Dana  here  obserred  that 
this  was  a  rery  serious  afiair,  and  requested  the 
Snileman  from  New  Jersey  to  stale  specifically 
whether  he  had  been  really  threatened,  aod  in 
what  BiaDacr.]  Mr.  S.  proceeded.  He  knew 
WA  that  these  ciretunstaoces  eould  be  prored  so 
tsto  eoorict  aoy  one;  but  his  friends  had  in- 
fitrmed  him  that  it  would  be  unsafe  to  expose 
himself.  He  had  heard  that  some  people  of  this 
vbce  had  said  he  ought  to  be  put  one  side.  He 
Bad  been  threatened  in  the  evening  by  some  ub- 
koowi  persons  who  assailed  him. 

Wb]^asked  Mr.  S.,  is  this  clamor  raised  agalpst 
ne  7  Have  I  done  anything  contrary  to  the  laws 
or  Constitution  of  my  country  ?  Hare  I  done 
aajibiag  which  is  act  proper  for  any  member  of 
this  House?  Are  any  so  ignorant  as  to  suppose 
that  threats  will  answer  the  purpose  ? 

Have  I  brought  forward  this  matter  of  my  owa 
head,  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  House?  No ;  I 
act cQDjaneriTely  with  many;  and  if  the  subject 
bees  irealed  iairly,  1  should  hare  had  a  ma- 
^'T*  Was  CTer  such  a  thing  done  before  in 
tboe  wilb  as  to  deny  all  investigation  f  I  do  not 
iWHleei  any  ease  before  like  this,  when  all  in- 
intry  was  refused.  Subjects  discussed  session 
after  session  hare  been  indeed  refused  to  be  taken 
^  aiain;  but  a  new  subject  has  aerer  before 


been  thus  attempted  to  be  scouted  out  of  the 
House.  Let  this  fact  be  noted  dowo.  Let  it  go 
out  to  the  good  people  of  these  United  States. 
This  eril,  if  persisted  in,  will  work  its  own  cure. 

The  seed  is  sown.  Sooner  or  later  the  Gor^ 
emment  will  be  remored.  The  rery  mcasBm 
DOW  taken  will  have  the  effect  to  produce  a  re- 
moraL  If  the  city  stand  on  safe  grounds,  why 
fear  an  investigauon  ?  Deeds  of  darkness  fear 
the  light;  but  truth  and  justice  need  not  fear  it. 
A  removal  must,  shall,  and  will  take  place,  ll 
can't  be  prevented. 

I  said  on  a  former  day  that  there  Is  notbinc 
like  this  cit^  in  the  heavens  abore,  in  the  earth 
beneath,  or  in  the  waters  under  the  earth.  This 
language  has  been  reprehended  by  some.  Thm 
are  gentlemen  who  are  greater  historians  than  I 
am.  Can  they  point  out  anything  like  it  in  an- 
cient or  modern  times?   I  caouot. 

Is  there  even  in  Great  Britain  aoy  place  with- 
out the  shadow  of  representation  ?  It  was  one 
great  complaint  at  the  time  of  tha  Rerolutitm 
that  we  were  taxed  without  our  consent.  Bni 
here,  in  the  heart  of  our  Gomnment,  u  a  Db> 
trict  without  any  representation  at  all. 

Mr.  S.  had  always  believed  that  this  city  cooli 
never  grow  ioto  opulence  without  some  modern 
Nebucoadaezzar,  or  some  Czar  of  Russia,  wh« 
had  all  the  {Mople  at  his  despotic  nod. 

Alexandria  and  Georgetown  always  have  jar- 
ring interests.  The  law  to  erect  a  bridge  over 
the  Potomac,  which  will  benefit  some,  is  so  much 
disliked  by  others,  that  they  bad  rather  you  wooU 
remove  the  Governmeot  than  build  the  bridge.  . 

Mr.  S.  thought  no  Congress  had  a  right  to  at- 
tach permanency  to  the  seat  of  Government  at 
this  place  or  to  any  other.  There  is  no  such 
power  in  the  Constitution.  It  is  unconstitutional 
to  accept  a  District  without  the  right  of  repce- 
scDtation.  I  reject,  said  he,  the  idea  fsH  this  be- 
ing a  federal  city  in  particular.  Brery  eity  ia 
the  United  States  is  a  federal  eity,  and  every  man 
ought  to  be  a  federal  man;  that  is  to  aay,  at- 
tacned  to  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  bound  to 
support  it. 

We  hare  spent  much  money  here,  aud  yet  are 
not  accommodated.  Let  the  spectators  iu  the 
gallery  bear  witness  that  when  a  member  wants 
to  hear  a  sneaker^  be  must  generally  move  from 
his  seat  to  near  him.  It  is  said  this  defect  can  be 
remedied.  True;  there  is  room  enough  in  this 
place  for  a  thousand  splendid  palaces. 

I  have  another  objection,  which  is  the  nary 
yard.  Is  there  on  the  face  of  the  earth  another 
nary  yard  300  miles  from  the  sea  up  in  the  woods, 
where  it  costs  as  much  to  bring  the  timber  from 
the  place  of  its  growth  as  it  is  thert^  worth  ?  It 
often  takes  a  vessel  two  weeks  to  go  down  dia 
rirer  to  Haimpton.  The  workmen  must  i^l  be 
brought  from  other  places.  Mr.  S.  thought  that 
if  an-  inquiry  were  permitted,  it  would  turn  oat 
that  two  hundred  ana  fitly  thousand  or  three  han- 
dred  thousand  dollars  a  year  might  be  sired  fai 
tbe  nary  yard. 

A  gentleman  from  Vlrgioia  (Mr.  Bpraa)  ha* 
hinted  at  a  eoneenuation  of  the  puUie  kaildiB(K. 
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We  can,  indeed,  take  monejr  out  of  the  Treasury 
and  do  it.  I  recollect,  some  sessions  ago,  a  mem- 
ber  from  Virginia  said  the  Capitol  must  be  car- 
ried to  the  oflkes,  or  the  offices  brought  to  the 
Capitol. 

Mr.  S.  had  heard  several  members  sav  they  had 
rather  sit  at  Philadelphia  for  three  dollars  a  day 
than  here  for  six.  He  bad  also  heard  several 
clerks  say  they  would  be  willing  to  serre  in  Phi- 
ladelphia for  9200  a  year  less  than  what  they  now 
receire.  Had  lleisure,had  I  the  proper  chnnces  for 
iofonnatioD,  I  would  carry  the  sum  heretofore  stat- 
ed to  be  saved  by  a  removal  to  double  the  amount. 
It  is  not  a  chimera  of  my  own  bratn.  It  is  the 
calculation  of  good  judges  that  half  a  million  may 
be  auDDally  saved.  If  f  am  permitted^  lam  ready 
to  show  the  fact. 

We  can  have  at  Philadelphia  all  the  necessary 
ptiblic  accommodations  for  nothing.  Let  gentle- 
men calculate  the  difference  for  themselves.  If 
we  are  to  coDcentrate  the  public  build  iagsbere,  a 
new  source  of  boundless  expense  is  opened. 

What  is  there  here?  Two  stately  ediOces  od 
this  hill.  Yonder  we  see  a  few  scattered  houses. 
It  is  said  that  when  it  is  all  butlt  upoa  it  will  be 
warm  and  pleasant.  But  can  that  low  ground 
aver  be  built  upon?  It  is  impassible.  On  this 
hill  we  are  exposed  to  the  most  violent  winds 
from  every  point.  Last  year  we  were  driven  out 
of  our  hall  by  the  breaking  of  our  windows.  It 
teems  that  heaven  and  earth  are  against  our  con- 
tinuing here. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  health  of 
Washington.  We  have  the  most  sudden  changes 
and  the  most  piercing  winds.  One  day  we  are 
choked  with  the  dust,  next  day  we  are  wallow* 
ing  in  the  mire.  To  accommodate  all  consiitu- 
tioDs,  we  ought  to  be  in  a  city  where  ibose  of  a 
delicate  constitution  may  have  a  dry  pavement  ta 
walk  Oft.  I  have,  thank  God,  a  goodconstitutioa, 
and  have  stood  it  so  long;  but  how  much  longer 
I  may  stand  it  I  cannot  tell,  even  if  my  life  should 
aseape  the  snares  of  wicked  men.  How  often  do 
we  see  many  members  confined  with  colds;  some 
'aupposed  to  be  siok  with  mortal  diseases.  We 
are  asked  if  better  health  can  be  enjoyed  in  Phi- 
-  hdelpfaia.   Facts  will  prove  the  saa  difference. 

Mr.  S.  observed  that  this  city  always  brought 
to  hia  remembrance  the  story  of  the  coafiuion  at 
Babel. 

Mr.  S.  said  be  understood  that  Washington's 
plan  was  to  place  the  Qovernment  at  Alexandria 
or  Georgetown.  Had  this  plan  b^n  adopted,  we 
miebt  have  had  comfortable  aceommodations. 

In  bringing  forward  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  had 
only  endeavored  to  do  his  duty.  The  friends  of 
the  measure  wdu14  never  cease  their  efforts  till 
they  had  obtained  a  fair  discussion. 

1  have  but  one  more  ol»ervation  to  make.  Has 
this  question  anything  to  do  with  party  1  No  ;  it 
is  supported  by  Democrats,  by  Federalists,  by 
l^ig^by  men  who  have  ell  the  good  of  their 
country  at  heart.  Has  not  a  respectable  number 
of  Federalists  come  forward  in  its  support  7  Is 
thcte  not  also  a  number  of  Federalists  m  this  city 
who  an  opposed  to  the  measure? 
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Mr.  S.  concluded  with  committing  himself, 
soul  and  body,  to  the  Great  Preserver  ofall  thingt, 
who  knew  the  inmost  thongbts  of  his  heart,  and 
would  do  him  justice.  Mr.  8.  spoke  au  hour. 

The  resolutioR  was  further  supported  bv  Mcssra. 
Bacom,  Shius,  Mii.noR,8nd  Upbah;  ana  opposed 
by  Messis.  Dawson,  'J.  HoMTOomaT,  Suoiir 
Van  Hobn,  and  G.  W.  CaiirasLL. 

Oa  motion,  the  Committee  then  rose,  and  tha 
House  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  8. 

Mr.  MiJHFOBD  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  stating  their 
claLmb  to  large  tracts  of  land  within  the  limits  of 
the  Territory  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  the 
State  of  Georgia ;  and  praying  that  such  compen- 
sation may  be  granted  to  satisfy  the  said  claims  of 
the  memoralists,  as  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  oi 
Congress  sbbll  seem  meet.— Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  referred  a  me- 
morial of  the  I^islature  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Sahugl  Shitb  presented  a  petition  of  stiiH 
drir  inhabitants  of  the  borough  and  county  of 
Erie,  in  thtf  State  uf  Pennsylvania,  praying  that 
further  provisions  may  be  adopted  by  Congress  to 

Erevent  illegal  combioatioDs  of  persons  within  the 
Fnited  States,  and  to  punish  such  individuals  aa 
may  be  convicted  of  treason  or  misdemeanora 
against  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  same.— Refer- 
re<d  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  Oetdber  last,  on  so  much  of  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  the  same  modtb,  as  relates  to 
enterprises  against  the  public  peace,  and  to  the 
means  of  preventing  the  same,  and  imnishiog  the 
authors. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campb&ll,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  carrying  into- 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties. — Read  twice  and 

referred  to  a  Cominittee  of  the  Whole. 

PimCHASE  OF  ARMS. 
Mr.  BuRWELL  moved  the  following  resolution  r 
Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Mititar7  and 
NsTal  Estabtifbments  be  iostnicted  to  inqoini  into  (he 
expediency  of  suthorizins  the  President  of  the  tJnited 

States  to  prooare,  as  soon  as  practicable,    stand 

of  arms,, to  be  depoeited  in  safe  and 'suitable  places,  fox 
the  serric*  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bdswell  hoped  the  Housti  would  agree  to  ■ 
the  resolution,  (hat  it  might  go  to  the  Committee, 
that  they  might  report  a  bill.   It  would  be  recol- 
lected that  a  colleague  of  his  bad,  a  few  weeks 

r,  submitted  to  the  House  some  resolutioiu  for 
purpose  of  arming  the  whole  militia  in  the 
United  States.  This  gentleman,  he  said,  is  at  this 
time  so  much  indisposed  as  to  be  unable  to  attend, 
and  possibly  the  nation  mav  not,  at  this  session, 
receive  the  Deoefitofanysuco  plan.  If,  however, 
the  re&olutioo  which  I  offer  shall  become  ibe- 
foundation  of  a  law,  and  the  House  appropriate  « 
sufficient  sum  to  purchase  fifty  or  an  hundred 
thousand  stand' of  arms,  it  will  not  interfere  with 
that  object,  if  it  can  be  accomplished ;  but,  if  pro- 
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oand,  jtbey  micbt  be  jto  duposed  as  to  arm  the 
jailiiia  or  regular  force,  accordiDg  to  the  futore 
detominatioQ  of  the  House.  It  is  scarcely  Deci>s- 
UTj  10  call  the  aticDtjon  of  tbe  House  to  the  situ- 
'jwaoftbe  Uoited  States;  every  man  must  be 
npteKed  wiib  it;  our  commerce  attacked  in 
miy  part  the  ^obe^  oar  peaoe  mcnaecd  by  the 
Bint  powerful  naiioiM  in  the  world.  AUbongfa 
thenmay  be  in  the  United  Slates  as  indUBodtion 
tojmtect  eoniwree  at  ail  hazards,  yet  whenever 
it  u  necessary  (no  man  can  tell  what  is  to  happen 
ia  the  present  sute  of  things,  we  should  therefore 
prepare  for  the  worst)  to  prepare  for  defence 
aguost  attack  oo  land,  but  one  opinion  can  pre- 
w.  I  have  c^red  tbis>eaolation,  heeause  the 
ptocQiing  arms  will  be  indispeuMbly  necessary  to 
cnsble  us  to  defend .  the  coontry.  I  am  one  who 
belieres  ihat>  if  this  coinDtry  is  possessed  of  a  sof- 
ficteat  Dumb^  of  arms,,  we  are  perfectly  safe 
against  the  world-  I,  for  one,  feel  no  sort,  of 
siium ;  I  feel  indifferent  to  any  eomhiaatioD.how- 
svei  eftensire  or  formidable.  It  is  impOssiMe  to 
eoDqaer  this  country ;  it  would  require  a  corporal 
sad  a  guard  ibr  erery  man.  Lst  us  have  arms 
1  fear  not  any  mbehief  from  combinations  of 
aiy  kiad  against  the  country,  i  hope*  the  rfesola- 
f ioo  will  be  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  eommiv- 
tec  I  bare  mentioned. 

Blr.  fiAcoif  thooght  this  a  resolution  of  consid- 
enUe  impoctdnce,  which  need  not  be  adopted  at  a 
noneut's  wamio|f.  He  wished  farther  time  to 
couider  thr  ^subject,  and  moved  that  it  be  refer- 
led  to  a  CommiUee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  Dawsoh  said,  that  the  Committee  on  our 
Uilitary  and  Naval  Elstablisbments  ba^  made  tbe 
ioquiry  contemplaied  by  the  resolution.  They 
bond  that  the  United  States  were  now  in  posses- 
sion of  130,000  stand  of  arms,  and  annually  maa> 

aiaeiured  ihoosaod  in  addititui.    Upon  this 

ia()Qiry,  ihsy  bad  thought  it  unnecessary  to  in- 
qnue  into  the  means  -of  procuring  an  additioaal 

I^Marioh  said,  it  was  indifferent  to  him  whft 
eooiae  this  resolotion  should  take^  though  he  was 
auuHU  that  the  House  shoidd  eorae  to  some  de* 
termiaation  on  tbe  snbject.  Elarly  in  tbe  session 
a  eommittee  had  reported  a  reaolntion  for  loaning 
oc  selling  arma  to  the  sereral  States,  wbieh  reeo- 
laiioQ  bad  lain  oa  tbe  table.  SeTerat  Legislatures 
had  nnee  been  in  session  and  appropriated  money 
for  procoring  arms.   But,  as  long  as  these  mo- 
tioas  were  pending  in  this  House,  and  Congress 
had  the  subject  under  eonstderation,  they  knew 
not  bow  Id  act.    If  Congress  will  purchase  arnui, 
said  Mr.  M.  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  States  to  do 
it;  if  Congress  will  sell  tbem,the  States  Will  pur- 
chase them.   I  myself  hare  been  applied  to  by  a 
Btateauhority,  to  know  what  success  they  woi^ 
■M,ui  an  attempt  to  firoeure  arms  in  the  Uni' 
M  Stales.   U  is  innoasibla  to  purehase  them  in 
ihelluied  Stales;  the  armoriea.  and  manlufuto- 
nes  aie  in  contract  with  tbe  United  States  or 
with  the  BlateR  for  all  that  can  be  manafaetnred, 
aad  h  is  impossible  to  j^rocure  them,  except  from 
iMaia  aabona.   If  ibia  reaolntion  were  adopted^ 
the  inaib  from  the  comm^Ue  might  Atmish 


some  mode  of  procuring  them.  It  is  desirahld 
that  something  on  this  subject  may  be  done,  and 
this  course  may  produce  the  most  speedy  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  Elt  thought  it  a  truly  desirable  objectthal 
the  United  States  should  possess  mnearms  thaa 
they  do  at  present.  One  hundred  and  thirty  thoa- 
sand  were  not  half  the  namber  that  the  United 
States  ought  to  possess.  He  sbbuld  be  wilUnfr  to 
adopt  tbe  resolution  if  the  gentleman  from  Vif^ 
ginia,  or  any  other,  would  show  the  means  to  car- 
ry the  object  into  effect,  that  arms  could  be  pro- 
cured. But,  until  it  could  be  shown  that  there 
were  arms  in  the  United  States,  which  could  be 
purchased,  it  was  unnecessary  to  trouble  thd 
House  with  a  discussion  on  the  subject,  as  it  would 
bsve  a  tendency  to  prereut  the  States  from  arm- 
ing. Now,  if  the  gentleraan  who  proposed  the 
resolution  could  show  where  fifty  thousand  stand 
(tf  arms  were  to  be  had,  he  would  adopt  any 
meaeare  for  procuring  them.  He  did  not  think 
one  huttdred  thousand  stand  would  be  one  musket 
more  than  the  United  States  onght  to  bare  id 
addition  to  their  present  supply ;  but  he  would 
not  be  willing  to  adopt  the  resoLation  ezeent  it 
were  shown  where  they  could  be  jrarehased.  The 
political  world  was  now  ttt  such  a  state  that  arms 
eoold  not  be  procured  from  foreign  nations.  He 
should  be  glad  that  some  way  could  be  demon- 
strated. He  wished  to  know,  before  they  com- 
mitted  the  subject,  that  the  resolotion  embraced 
an  object  within  their  reach. 

Mr.  Bacon  withdrew  his  motion  for  commit- 
ment, and'  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BnnwELL  assured  tbe  gentleman  who  had 
just  sat  down,  that  he  had  introduced  the  rncdn- 
tioD  not  to  promote  useless  discussion. 

Mr.  Ely  explained  that  he  had  not  meant  td 
express  an  idea  that  he  had. 

Mr.  BcitwBLL  said,  it  was  no  part  of  his  object. 
It  appears  to me  that  nothing  can  be  more  evi- 
dent than  that  every  country  which  anticipates 
attack  should  possess  more  arms  than  necessary 
to  arm  any  particular  number  of  men  that  are 
likely  to  be  called  out  at  onetime.  Let  us  sup- 
pose  that,  by  wbaterer  event,  a  part  of  our  arm$ 
should  be  destroyed.  Is  it  not  necessarv  that 
there  should  be  a  deposite  whence  they  can  oe  im- 
mediately supplied  ?  I  presume  that  there  should. 
As  to  any  particular  place  where  any  quantity  of 
arms  can  now  be  procured,  I  cannot  designate 
any.  The'resolotion  contemplates  vesting  a  powet 
in  the  Qovernment  to  purchase  them,  ii  they  cab 
be  bad.  There  are,  no  doubt,  some  few  in  the 
seaports.  QoTerament  may  purchase  them.  Al- 
though we  cannot  import  them  at  this  day,  we 
may  tn  a  few  weeks  or  mooths,  in  which  time  the 
state  of  things  may  be  so  far  changed  as  to  put  it 
in  the  power  of  the  President  to  procure  them. 
With  respect  to  the  number  of  arms  alreadr  be- 
lottgittg  to  the  United  Stares^  it  will  be  eonsioered 
that  we  have  an  exposed  frontier,  liable  to  the  at- 
tack of  natioDs  on  our  borders,  and  it  is  indispei^- 
saUyneeessary  that  the  inhabitants  on  our  froniiera 
•hould  be  armed.  Tbe  petition  that  day  present- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylrania,- (BCr, 
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IGNirrB,)  HufflcMDiljr  eriDOet  that  the  United  States 
Sre  Dot  amply  prorided  with  arms. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb,  deemed  it  bis  doty  to  state  that 
the  fears  of  ilie  petitioaers,  just  alluded  to,  were 
Bot  chimerical ;  he  pemiQally  knew  ibeir  situa- 
lioo,  and  was  anxioua  that  someihiog  shonld  be 
done  for  their  relief. 

Mr.  BoRWBLL  barine  exprewed-a  eoDaeat  that 
it  might  lie  on  the  table,  the  restdation  was  so 
disposed  of— 43  to  84. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  SEAT  OP  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  W.  AI.8T0H  moved  that  the  uafioished  bu- 
nae»  [Mr.  Blocnt'b  renewal  of  Mr.  Sloan's 
moiioD  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Oovern- 
ment]  be  postponed  indefinitely.  He  presatned 
every  geoileman  must  be  conrioced  that  snffieieot 
time  had  been  occupied  by  it. 

Mr.  Sawybb  opposed  a  postponement,  bec&use 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  resoluiton.  Mr.  S.  con- 
ceived that  the  sober  habits  and  patriotism  of  the 
iohabiunts  of  Philadelphia^  offered  an  ample  se- 
carity  against  oar  being  disturbed  bjr  riots  and 
tnmiuts.  Philadelphia  taoagh.containtoi;  twenty 
thousand  inhabitants  more  than  New  Yorlc,  has 
not  so  many  deadis  annually  by  two  hundred. 
There  is  not  a  more  changeable  climate  in  the 
world  than  thu  of  Washington.  There  is  scarcely 
m  day  without  a  storm.  There  is  also  something 
iDtoferable  in  the  atmosphere  of  this  Hall ;  and 
if  we  choose  to  continue  in  this  place,  we  must 
agree  to  quit  this  elegant  building.  If  not  the 
cause,  said  Mr.  of  his  late  severe  siekneaa,  it 
was  certainly  the  means  of  preventing  his  re* 
covery. 

It  was  probable  that  Mr.  Cbowninshiblo  would 
owe  his  death  to  this  place.  If  such  should  be 
the  fact,  not  all  the  money  lavished  here  cpuld 
compensate  for  the  loss;  the  place  ought  to  be 
deitrayed  and  anoihilated ;  and,  if  it  were  as  opu- 
lent as  Babylon,  he  would'have  the  ploughshare 
nrn  over  iL 

At  Philadelphia  was  the  best  medical  faculty 
on  the  globe.  If  a  man  in  ill  health  could  he  pos- 
sibly cured^  they  would  do  it.  But  here  was  no 
medical  assistance.  If  a  member  should  only 
faint,  you  must  send  all  the  way  to  the  navy  yard 
for  a  physician. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  on  the  extravagant  prices  of 
everything  at  WashiDgton.  A  common  turkey 
is  sold  here  for  a  dollar  and  a  half,  butter  for  fifty 
ceDts  9  pound,  and  everything  else  in  proportion. 
The  saving  in  hack-hire,  by  going  to  Philadelphia, 
would  amount  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  dol- 
lars a  day. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Efpeb,  who  said  that  the  advo- 
cates of  removal  treated  this  city  as  a  capricious 
woman  treau  her  lover,  Mr.  S.  said,  be  hoped 
chat  gentleman  did  not  speak  feelingly  on  the  mb- 
jecu  He  was  the  last  man  to  deserve  such  treat- 
ment, and  probably  spoke  from  the  ardor  of  im- 
agination rather  than  from  experience. 

Mr.  3.  then  went  into  a  consideration  of  the 
Constitutboal  objections  to  a  removal,  and  con- 
tended that  they  amounted  to  nothing.  Mr.  S. 
waa-persnaded  tna^  whatever  might  now  be  the 


result  of  the  question,  a  removal  weald  undoobl- 
edly  be  effected  at  some  Aitare)  period.  Mr.S. 
spoke  above  an  hour- 
Mr.  Talukadgb  said  it  was  with  extreme  re* 
loctanec  that  he  rose  to  addrms  the  Cbairoa  the 
present  occasion,  as  he  bad  from  the  beginoiiig 
determined  to  take  no  part  in  the  debate.  Ba 
the  anbject  having  taken  so  ntbraordjaary  a  twa, 
and  the  opposers  of  the  reaolution  now  aodereoa- 
sideratioa,  aeemioriy  confident  of  their  strength, 
having  determined  to  drive  the  House  toedeeii* 
ion  on  the  main  qoestion,  a  sense  of  duty  as  weS 
as  propriety  forbade  him  to  be  silent. 

Since  I  bare  had  the  honor  to  be  a  membtf  of 
the  National  Legislature,  I  can  recolleet  no  sab- 
iect  that  has  taken  so  strange  a  eonrse  as  the  tew- 
lution  now  under  discussion.  It  was  introdneed 
into  the  House  by  a  gentlemaa  from  New  Jeney, 
(Mr.  Sloan,)  od  Tuesday  last,  stating  that  ii  wsi 
expedient,  and  the  public  good  required  tbe  te* 
moval  of  the  seat  of  Ghivcmmeot  from  Washing 
ton  to  Philadelphia.  After  a  few  remarks  vere 
made  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  a  motion 
was  made  to  consider  the  same.  This  oeeasioaed 
considerable  debate,  after  which  a  f^tlemaa  frM 
Virginia  (Mr.  Liwia)  made  a  motion  to  pottpooe 
it  indefiuielyt  which  he  afkerwarde-  withdrew. 
A  motion  was  then  made  by  the  original  rooret 
10  commit  the  resolution  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  as  well  for  tbe  purpose  of  discussion,  as 
to  obtain  by  the  order  of  tbis  House  full  inlbnni- 
tion  on  this  snbject.  Tbis  was  negatived  t 
majority  of  two.  The  gentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey then  withdrew  his  resolution.  Eneouraged 
by  this  decision,  the  opposers  of  the  measure  de- 
termined to  try  the  question  on  its  merits,  and  a 
gentleman  from  North  Giirolina  (Mr.  Blount) 
renewed  the  original  motion.  On  the  qoestioB  to 
consider,  it  was  negatived,  68  to  61.  A  new  mo- 
tion was  then  made  by  a  gentleman  from  Vi^ 
gia,  (Mr.  Lewis,)  of  a  negative  pnneiple,  vis: 
that  it  was  inexpeidient,  and  the  pnblic  good  did 
not  require  a  removal.  This  motion  was  debated, 
and  amended,  and  finally  permitted  to  lie  on  the 
table  The  origiu!  res<^ntion  was  again  called 
lip  by  one  of  it*  opposers,  until,  having  devoted 
nearly  a  week  in  its  discossion,  and  not  oein^  pet^ 
mittra  to  retire  from  thefield  partially  Taoqanlied, 
its  friends  determined  to  give  battle.  Until  ihii 
time,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  been  on  neutral  grooBd, 
although  I  bad  no  doubt  of  the  Constitutional 
rectitude  of  the  measure.  In  fact  I  should  ban 
been  willing  to  have  left  the  subject  at  rest  where 
it  was;  but  when  gentlemen  show  a  disposittoa 
not  only  to  defeat,  but  to  triumph  and  prostrate 
their  opposers,  I  feel  somewhat  indignant  at  roeh 
conduct,  and  will  briefly  state  te  the  House  some 
of  the  principal  reasons  which  will  govern  my 
rote  on  this  lesolntion. 

All  that  can  be  urged  on  either  side  of  tfaii 
question  may  fairly  be  oom prised  nnder  the  two 
wllowing  beskds,  vix  : 

1st.  Does  the  Conslitaiion  interfere  to  prevent 
ns  from  legislating  on  thi*  subject?  and,  if  not, 
3dly.  la  snob  a  meaian  expedieac  and  prepert 
I  beg  the  patient  attention  af  this  honorabls 
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Bone  while  I  eodesTor  to  jplace  this  momentoua 
qncdioD  before  them  io  a  plain  and  familiar  man- 
If  it  shall  be  found  that  the  Constitution  is 
mpnatire  io  this  case,  then  most  the  rneasnre  be 
msdoned.  This  magna  charta  of  our  liberties, 
tbii  palladittoi  of  our  rigbts,  must  be  considered 
Bc  paramount  to  aH  law,  and  whercTer  iu  proTis- 
loM  can  be  brought  explicitly  to  bear,  every  legis- 
Ittife  provbion  that  may  contravene,  mast  be, 
hmfieto,  null  and  void.  Id  the  eightb  section  of 
iais  tnonorable  instroment  will  be  found  alt  that 
ii  said  npoa  this  subject  in  the  following  words : 
"To  ntereise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  eases 
'whatsoever  over  sncb  district  (not  exceedinj  ten 

*  Bites  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  panlcolar 
'  States  and  the  aeceptanee  of  Coneress,  become 
'theseatof  tbeOovernmentof  the  United  States, 

*  sad  10  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places  par- 
'  cba$ed  by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  or  tbe 
'  State  in  which  tbe  same  mav  be,  for  tbe  erection 

*  of  forts,  magazines,  arseoais.  dock-yards,  and 
'otiifr  Deedfuf  bnildiogs."  I  deem  it  atl  impor- 
tant to  tbe  present  question  to  have  it  distinctly 
nMKcd  that  the  aforesaid  provision  comes  in  un- 
der ibt  power  granted  to  Congress.  "The  Coo- 
'  gress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes; 

'To  borrow  money ; 
'To  nyniate  commerce} 
'To  coin  moDey; 
'To  declare  war; 

'To  provide  for  organizing,  uming,  and  diseip- 

*  lining  the  militia; 

*To  exercise  exeuaire  legtslatioa  in  all  cases," 
ftc. 

This  instrumrat  was  andonbtedljr  intended  to 
be  as  perfect  as  tbe  nature  of  tbe  case  would  ad- 
mit, aod  provided  not  onlv  for  tbe  election  and 
appoiatment  of  the  several  constituent  branches 
of  the  Oovernment,  hut  also  defloed  the  duties 
and  powers  of  each.  The  Government  thus  or- 
^nbed,  and  its  political  machinery  put  in  mo- 
rioD,  this  great  national  compact  became  obliga- 
tory io  ill  its  parts,  and  needed  no  subsequent  act 
of  the  Lmslatnre  to  give  it  a  bindins  force.  Here 

S'veme  leave  to  inquire  what  would  have  been 
e  eoasei^oence,  as  to  the  Constitution,  if  the  ces- 
^  of  dm  District  bad  never  been  made  ?  Will 
gentleman  say  that  tbc  Constitution  would 
nave  keen  violated,  or  even  incomplete,  by  such 
aa  oniniott?  I  trust  nor.  If,  then,  the  non-exe- 
caiion  of  this  particular  power  would  have  left 
M  hrtseb  in  the  Constitution,  X  infer  most  clearly 
that  the  removal  of  the  session  of  Congress  to  aoy 
ether  pbee  in  the  United  States  caooot  be  made 
t  Coastitational  question. 

&i  honorable  goitleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Kn,)to  refnte  this  doctrine,  quotes  the  act  of 
^•NWss  acceptiogof  the  cession  from  tbe  States 
«  MsryUnd  and  Virginia,  (see  chapter  38tb,  2d 
of  Congress,)  and  remarks  that,  although 
UH  CoBititotion  is  silent  upon  the  subject  of  per- 
^■KBCy,  yet  tbe  act  declares  that  it  shall  be  the 
P^rinneBtieat  of  tbeGoveromeot,  Tbe  answer 
J*  (bis  objection  must  be  obvbus  to  every  one. 
a  the  Conatitmion  provides  not  for  the  perma- 
XKJ  of  the  seat  ^  Qorarnmeot,  do  declaratory 


law  of  tbe  Legislature  could  confer  that  power. 
With  equal  force  might  it  be  urged  that  the  law 
to  collect  taxes,  or  to  organize  the  milttra,  were  in 
its  nature  permanent,  because  provision  is  made 
for  them  in  the  Constitution;  aud,  especially,  if 
Coneress  had  pleased  to  annex  tbat  enchanting 
word  ''permanent'*  to  the  title  of  the  law,  as  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  so  ingeniously  urges  to  estab- 
lish this  as  the  permanent  seat  of  Government 
Indeed,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  seems  to  be  an  insu- 
perable objeciton  to  such  a  Constitutional  provis- 
ion as  the  gentleman  contends  for.  I  would  ia- 

3 aire  of  him  as  a  lawyer  and  a  civUiab,  if  tbe 
oetrine  he  contends  for  be  correct,  whether  a 
law  enacted  in  any  other  place  in' the  United 
States  would  be  CoDstitutioQal?  If  his  answer 
should  be  in  tbe  negative,  and  I  presume  it  Would 
be,  what  would  be  n>e  condition  of  our  country  in 
case  of  invasfODj  an  epidemic,  or  any  other  public 
calamity,  by  which  tbe  Legislature  would  he  pre- 
vented from  visiting  tbe  permanent  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment ? 

I  hope  by  (his  time  tbat  some  gentlemen  who 
hear  me,  and  who  bave  hitherto  entertained  doubts, 
will  be  satisfied  that  Congress  have  a  Constitu- 
tional right  to  legislate  on  tbe  subjeot  of  tbe  pres- 
ent resolution.  For  my  own  part  I  have  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt  resting  on  my  mind. 

Tbe  next  point  which  claims  consideration  is. 
the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  measure.  I 
confess  that  difficulties  present  tbetnsetves  here 
which  deserve  the  most  mature  consideration,  and 
unless  the  provisions  of  tbe  bill  which  may  grow 
oot  of  this  resolution  (if  one  is  brought  into  the 
Hoilse)  should  fully  accord  with  my  judgment  on 
the  subject,  although  I  purpose  to  vote  for  ihe 
resolution,  yet  I  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  oppose  and 
reject  the  bill. 

It  is  said  tbat  this  city  was  founded  by  Wabh- 
iNQTON,  whose  name  it  bears;  a  name  which  I 
can  never  hear  pronounced  but  with  veneration 
and  respecu  Whea  I  reflect  on  the  illustrious 
acts  of  this  greatest  and  best  of  men ;  When  I  view 
him  in  the  character  either  of  the  soldier  or  the 
statesman, and  recollect  that  I  have  been  honored 
with  any  share  of  bis  notice  during  the  hardship* 
and  dangers  of  tbe  Revolutionary  war.  I  should 
be  cautious  how  I  tread  on  hallowea  ground. 
Every  public  act  of  his  life  is  calculated  to  fill  tbe 
mind  with  reverence  and  esteem,  and  every  re- 
commendation seems  to  have  been  bottomed  on 
bis  country's  good.  But  tbat  illustrious  hero,  who 
now  sleeps  io  his  own  bumble  tumb  at  Mount 
Vernon,  by  submitting  to  the  stroke  of  death,  has 
proved  that  he  was  but  a  man,  and  all  must  ac- 
knowledge tbat  no  mortal  man  is  perfect.  Per- 
haps his  predilection  for  this  place  as  the  seat  of 
Government  for  the  Uoited  States,  was  permitted 
as  a  solitary  blot  on  bis  escutcheon,  which  was 
adorned  with  such  a  bright  coastellatton  of  vir- 
tues. Could  he  have  foreseen  the  extravagance 
•nd  waste  which  bave  since  eusned,  and  tbe  prodi- 
gal expenditure  of  treasure  which  has  been  lav- 
ished upon  this  favorite  seat  of  republican  empire, 
he  woold  bave  lamented  that  he  bad  ever  fostered 
it,  and  that  bis  name  had  been  used  to  ttneiion 
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the  measure.  Before  be  or  the  Gorernment  gaTe 
any  saaction  to  this  establishmeot,  assoraoces 
were  givea,  thai,  from  the  sale  of  city  lota,  every 
pnblie  aeeommodBtiOD  would  be  provided  for  the 
GoTeroment.  The  original  proprietors  gave  up 
one-half  of  these  to  the  Government  to  brine 
about  this  measure,  and  Virginia  and  Blaryland 
made  donations  for  the  use  of  the  city  aroouotiog 
to  $192,000.  Bat  what  did  all  this  effect  7  When 
the  Government  assembled  here  in  the  year  1800 
nothing  was  completed  [  everything  remained  to 
be  done.  An  advance  of  $10,000  was  made  from 
the  Treasury  to  prepare  gravel  walks  and  foot- 
ways, that  the  members  of  Congress  might  U!»em- 
ble  at  the  Capitol  without  stickitig  in  the  mire. 
The  sales  of  toe  city  lots  proving  insuilicient,and 
the  city  funds  being  expended,  a  loan  of  $300,000 
was  nesotiatpd  with  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  pro- 
vided the  Government  would  guaranty  the  repay- 
ment. The  city  lots  were  mortgaged,  and  the 
Government  of  (he  United  States  finally  acceded 
to  the  proposal.  The  consequence  was,  the  whole 
sum  was  refunded  to  the  State  of  Maryland  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates.  One  fact  is 
here  deserving  of  particular  notice:  the  City  Com- 
missioners coneented  to  take  the  slock  of  the  State 
of  Maryland  to  the  nominal  amount  of  the  sum 
thus  loaned,  and  aAerwards  sold  the  same  stock 
to  Maryland,  without  removing  it  from  their 
treasury,  for  $230,000,  allowing  the  Slate  a  net 
premium  of  $70,000  for  this  negotiation.  In  De- 
cember, 1799,  another  loan  was  obtained  from  the 
State  of  Maryland  to  the  nominai  amount  of 
$50,000,  for  negotiating  and  paying  whieh  she 
retained  the  moderate  premium  of  99,512.  Here 
are  two  negotiations,  on  which  this  infant  estab- 
lishment was  obliged  to  sacrifice  $^,512  to  en- 
rich a  parent  State  in  her  abundant  benignity 
towards  this  new  seat  of  emoUe.  The  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  lilce  many  an  honest 
endorser  before  it,  was  obliged  to  pay  up  the  nomi- 
nal amount  of  its  endorsement.  [Here  Mr.  Mont* 
ooHEBT.  from  Maryland,  begged  leave  to  explain 
by  remarking,  that  the  General  and  State  Gov- 
ernment had  passed  laws  authorizing  the  loan. 
&c.]  Mr.  T.  did  not  dispute  this  fact,  but  still 
questioned  the  correctness  of  the  measure  before 
stated. 

The  Treasury  once  having  been  o|)ened  in  aid 
of  this  city,  annual  calls  and  appropriations  have 
been  made,  so  that  they  have  become  as  familiar 
as  the  supply  of  the  civil  list.  The  question 
then  comes'home  to  every  member  of  this  House, 
IVhat  has  the  Government  got  for  this  immense 
expenditure?  The  repjy  is  short: — We  have  got 
the  Presidential  palace,  the  two  public  offices,  the 
two  wings  of  the  Capitol,  and  the  navy  yard,  in- 
cluding the  marine  barracks.  With  respect  to  the 
President's  house  and  the  public  offices,  for  aught 
I  know,  they  are  now  in  a  tolerable  state  of  re- 
pair, and  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol  already 
needs  great  repairii,  and  it  requires  something 
more  to  finish  it.  Of  the  navy  yard  I  scarcely 
know  what  to  say.  Situated  at  the  head  of  tide- 
water, at  the  confiuence  of  the  Eastern  Branch 
with  the  Potomac,  it  is  at  the  disunce  of  about 
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two  hundred  and  eighty  miles  from  the  sea.  The 
navigation  of  this  river  is  very  difficult,  and,  on 
an  average,  would  probably  need  twenty  days  to 
take  one  o(  our  frigates  into  Hampton  roads.  In 
doing  this  she  cannot  be  prepared  for  sea,  and 
most  probably  must  be  lightened  even  of  her  guns 
and  stores.  I  am  informed  from  pretty  correct 
aathoriiy  that  the  pilotage  alone  of  the  frigate 
Adams,  when  she  returned  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean, from  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  to  the  navy 
yard,  cost  $600;  and  that  the  expense  of  wages 
and  provisions  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  one  of 
the  frigates,  while  passing  from  this  navy  yard, 
until  she  reached  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  cost  the 
United  States  $4,000.  This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  oa 
trifling  consideration,  and  if  the  frigates  should 
be  needed  on  any  emergency,  how  preposterous  is 
the  idea  that  all  ihis  expense  and  parade  most 
attend  their  passage  into  the  Chesapeake!  I  in- 
quire  further,  from  whence  are  you  to  be  annplied 
with  sailors  to  navigate  your  ships  t  From  Bslti- 
more,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  the  Eauern 
ports ;  and  frequently  this  is  attended  with  no  tri- 
fling expense  to  the  Government.  From  what 
quarter  is  the  timber  procured  which  is  used  at 
this  navyy  yard  1  Is  it  borne  down  on  the  streams 
of  this  noble  river  from  the  Alleghany  mountaios, 
or  the  country  above  us  bordering  on  its  waters? 
Never  have  I  heard  that  a  single  spar  or  itiek  of 
timber  has  been  brought  here  from  that  quarter. 
These  materials  are  all  to  be  brought  up  this  river 
with  a  prodigious  expense  of  freight.  Even  the 
tree-nails  which  are  now  piled  up  in  the  navy 
yard,  1  am  informed,  were  brought  from  New 
York.  From  whence  do  we  obtain  our  naval 
supplies,  such  as  cordage,  duck,  or  sail-cloth,  iroDi 
Sx.t  From  the  great  maritime  ports  on  the  At- 
lantic; and  when  labor  is  bestowed  upon  any  of 
those  articles  here,  from  the  best  infoimaiioo  1 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  costs  the  Goveroineat 
an  advance  of  at  least  fifty  per  cent.  In  addition 
to  all  this,  the  basin  or  cove  in  which  our  frigates 
are  laid  up  in  ordinary,  is  almost  a  stagnant  water, 
had  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  during  tbe  hot 
season  of  the  year,  must  be  putresceoL  To  what 
other  cause  can  be  imputed  the  unusual  decay  of 
our  ships?  Who  that  notices  tbe  heavy  advances 
which  are  made  by  Government  merely  to  repair 
the  few  ships  we  have  in  this  water,  to  prevent 
ihem  from  going  to  the  bottom,  (if,  indeed,  thej 
did  not  rest  upon  it  a  part  of  tbe  time,)  but  mn^ 
be  forcibly  struck  with  the  truth  of  this  remark? 

It  has  men  urged  that  this  is  a  safe  place  for  a 
navy.  So,  tndeedj  would  Marietta,  at  the  codAd- 
ence  of  the  Muskingum  with  tbe  Ohio,  or  Fiitf 
burg,  where  the  Moaongaheta  and  the  AUeghsay 
rivers  unite,  and  vastly  to  be  preferred  for  ihs 
convenience  of  purchasing  all  the  materials  W 
shipbuilding.  But  this  I  do  not  consider  to  be  the 
question. 

The  inquirv  now  before  the  House  is,  whether 
this  navy  yard  combines  most  efiectually.the great 
principles  of  usefulness  and  convenience  with 
economy  and  the  public  good.  I  am  far  fr<|^ 
wishing  to  depreciate  those  institutions,  for  I  m- 
lieve  them  essential  to  our  prosperity  and  exu^ 
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enee  na  commercial  people.  But  wheo  I  re- 
Seci  iliaiihis  is  made  ibe  great  emporium  of  our 
BanlsDpplies,  the  place  of  anchorage  for  our  frig- 
ate; io<t  the  residence  of  oQicers,  clerks,  aod  de- 

eDiiiat3,who  might  be  usefully  employed  in  a 
tti  place,  I  am  constrained  thus  publicly  to 
htr  tesiimony  against  it.  As  I  consider  it  the 
pare  which  swallows  up  a  considerable  porlioo 
of  our  itesnare,  and  an  excresccDce  which  ought 
to  becut  off;  aod  a«  I  fear  this  will  not  be  effected 
nkng  IS  the  GovemmeDt  eontlnues  here,  it  fur- 
■tibei  a  BtroDg  reasoa  for  the  expediency  of  it 
rcowral. 

Agtiit,  sir:  doea  anf  geotlemaa  know,  and  will 
lie  iaform  this  House,  what  sums  are  annually 
expnided  bjr  tb«  Goremmeitt  to  support  the  civil 
adniniitrauon  of  this  District,  its  courts,  ;iurie6, 
officen,«Dd  c\lj  commissioners?  What  wilt  be 
the  probable  estimates  for  the  year  1808,  to  com- 
l^ete  the  expensive  stone  wall  at  the  President's 
tqnre;  to  repair  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol, 
awl  to  carry  on  the  Works  at  the  navy  yard  t  We 
ate  told  ihat  $100,000  will  be  wanted  to  repair 
tbe  Capitol  alone  i  a  sum  large  enough  to  accom- 
Boditefaoth  Houses  of  Congress  in  any  city  in- 
the  United  Slates  north  of  the  Potomac 

Thus  I  hiTe  slated  some  of  the  reasons  which 
plnd  stroDgly  in  faror  of  the  expediency  of  the 
■easpre  which  I  hare  bten  compelled  to  submit 
to  ihu  Hoose,  from  the  zeal  and  iaiemperaoce 
wi'ih  which  this  resolution  has  beep  opposed.  I 
will  pow  eodearor  to  notice  a  few  of  the  most 
promioeai  objections  which  hare  been  made  to 
ibe  (Mature,  and  dismiss  the  subject. 

1.  The  first  objection  urged  agaiust  this  meas- 
W,  is,  that  the  Government  witl  sacrifice  an  im- 
mense lam  by  such  a  step.  To  prove  this,  a  gen- 
deman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Van  Horn)  has  gone 
iato  a  calculation,  the  prominent  points  of  which 
I  will  »iate,  as  far  as  I  could  note  them  .at  my  dis- 
tance from  bis  seat.  He  stated  the  amount  of 
lots  sold  by  the  city  commissioners  to  be  $644,000 
DoutioDs  from  Maryland  and  Virginia  192,000 
Adranced  from  the  Treasury       -     -  733,000 


tl,568.000 

Whether  this  last  item  includes  the  $350,000 
loaned  by  Maryland  to  the  Commissioners,  I  do 
Dot  know.  Perhaps  he  will  condescend  to  in- 
form tbit  House.  If  so,  for  the  honor  of  the  State, 
we  will  suppose  that  on  a  restitution  rtT  her  on'gi- 
m1  doaatioDshe  would  deduct  the  premium  which 
N>e  rebuoed  on  the  loan,  amounting  to  nearly 
wOOO.  I  am  willing,  for  argument's  sake,  to 
admit  that  the  public  expenditures  have  amouated 
*wa  to  82,000,000  (and  this  I  believe  to  be  much 
Mow  the  truth,)  and  then  I  ask  the  question 
whether  the  Government  ought  lo  sacrifice  this 
(twrtj  for  the  sake  of  a  removal  1  My  answer 
^loat  the  immense  sums  already  advanced  being 
nt  the  incipient  steps  towards  prodigious  expen- 
wtores  which  must  necessarily  be  made  to  keep 
bnildings,  in  repair,  the  sooner  they  are 
Mulr  abandoned  the  better. 
.  ^  Aaothet  objection  ariaea  from  the  expeodi- 
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tures  made  by  ciUzens  and  others,  who  have  pur- 
chased or  built  here  on  the  faith  uf  Government. 
I  am  for  making  ample  remuneration  wherever  it 
shall  be  deemed  equitable  and  just.  Nothing 
short  of  this  will  satisfy  me.  But  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  inquire  how  far  the  faith  of  Government 
is  considered  plighted  to  every  man  who  may 
have  speculated  for  his  own  interest,  or  who  mar 
have  removed  within  the  influence  of  Its  genial 
beams,  and  sat  down  under  its  fosteriiur  influence. 
Is  not  the  case  familiar  lo  most  genuemen  who 
hear  me,  that  when  a  State  erects  a  new  countVi 
bjuilds  a  court-house,  dbe.,  that  people  trameai- 
ately  settle  ia  its  vicinity?  If  the  Government 
should  fiad  it  necessary  to  remove  the  county  hu- 
sinei$8  to  aniother  place,  are  the  inhabitants  enti- 
tled to  indemnification  for  their  buildings  and 
otber  improvements?  The  same  may  be  said  of 
roads  and  other  public  institutions. 

3.  Another  objection  against  this  measure  is, 
(hat  it  will  argue  a  sort  of  instability  in  the  G0V7 
ernmeotj  which  may  prove  injurious.  That  a 
Government  should  not  be  continually  changing 
its  principles  or  location,  is  certainly  important; 
but  after  the  Government  of  the  Uoited  States 
have  made  an  experiment  of  nearly  eight  years 
continuance  at  this  place,  is  it  not  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  they  have  had  time  10  form  soma 
opinion  whether  the  plan  can  succeed  ?  I  think 
I  shall  be  safe  in  decuriog  that  there  were  more 
habitable  buildings  erected  on  private  account 
wheu  the  QoTarnment  removed  here  than  at  this 
day.  Turn  your  eyes  to  Greeoleafs  Point,  to 
Morris's  Village,  and  to  various  other  parts  of  this 
magnificent  city,  and  what  do  you  find  but  build- 
ings tumbling  to  the  earth.  The  two  first  men- 
tioned places  are  but  too  apt  a  resemblance  of  the 
ruins  of  Palmyra. 

4.  Tfaeopposersof  this  measure  baveattempted 
.  to  make  this  a  party  measure,  and,  as  usuat^ibe 

cry  of  mad  doc  has  been  attached  to  it,  and  it 
has  been. calleda  Federal  measure.  I  am  sorry, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  have  occasion  to  notice  any- 
thing of  this  sort ;  but  a  sense  of  duty  obliges  m« 
to' reply  to  it.  Oive  me  leaver  theiL  to  inquire^ 
who  is  the  mover  of  the  resolutioa?  Its  legiti- 
mate pareirt^,  (Mr.  Sloan^)  I  presume  would  Ceel 
greatly  injured  if  he  might  not  class  himself 
among  the  most  zealous  Republicans  of  the  mod- 
ern stamp.  By  whom  has  it  been  opposed  ?  X 
hope  the.  delicacy  of  republicanism  wiU  not  he 
wounded  when  I  remark,  that  among  its  most 
able  opposers  are  to  be  found  two  gentlemen 
(Messrs.  Kay  and  Lewis,)  who  tie  under  the  im- 
putation of  being  Federalists.  I  say,  then,  that 
-party  politics  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  sub* 
ject ;  for  I  have  rarely  noticed  a  question  agitated 
in  this  House,  when  partv  distinctions  have  been 
more  thoroughly  lost  iu  tne  subject. 
'5.  An  appeal  has  also  been  made  to  the  pas- 
sions, sunerings,  and  fedin^s,  of  the  people,  there- 
by exciting  the  ^pular  odium.  This,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  has  been  but  too  successful  for  a  member 
of  this  House  (Mr.  Bloan)  bas  publicly  ioformed 
us  that  he  has  been  gnwiy  insulted  in  his  peraoo 
and  threatened  with  the  loss  of  his  life.  While  I 
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deelart  my  oiHotoD  that  the  Hotue  ought  not 
lightly  to  pass  orer  soeh  an  outrage  upon  the 
pnrile^  of  its  members,  I  caDoot  refram  from 
waroing  eentlemeo  against  such  daogeroas  ap- 
peals. Tois  conduct,  couDteoaacei]  and  pursued, 
would  render  a  removal  indispensHbly  necessary. 

6.  A  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Blodmt)  has  told  ns,  in  bis  place,  that  if  the  ad- 
Tocatei  for  this  resolution  should  succeed,  he  will 
lay  a  resolution  on  the  table  to  repeal  the  law 
establishing  the  funding  system.  This  is  threat- 
ening with  a  Teogeance.  It  is  hardly  to  be  sup- 
ported by  weak,  frail  men.  However  well  this 
may  accord  with  the  correct  principles  of  modern 
legislation,  in  morals  I  am  sure  it  would  be  con- 
demned. It  reads  tome  somewhat  like  this:  if 
yon  do  a  base  action,  I  will  immediately  do  a 
worse  one  to  pay  you  for  it.  Does  the  gentleman 
think  that  men  are  to  be  driven  from  their  pnr- 

res  of  puUte  dnijr  by  threats  of  this  sort  7  Can 
discover  no  distinction  between  a  legislative 
provision  to  locate  the  seat  of  Government,  and  a 
solemn  covenant  entered  into  by  the  Qovernment 
with  individuals  to  p»y  tbem  for  value  received! 
Has  he  carefully  examined  the  sixth  article  of  tfae 
Constitution,  which  says:  "That  all  debts  con- 
'  tracted  and  eni^gements  entered  into  before  the 
<  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid 
*  against  the  United  States  under  this  Constitu- 
'  tion  as  imder  the  Conftderaiion?" 

I  have  too  high  an  optaion  of  the  integrity  and 
good  sense  of  this  House,  to  believe  that  they 
would  sustain  such  a  resolution  for  a  moment. 
Having  a  little  native  obstinacy  in  my  make,  if 
ujrmtnd  hesitated  on  this  subject,  I  think  I  could 
bring  myself  to  rote  for  the  resolution,  to  give  the 
gentleman  an  'opportnbjty  to  try  his  favorite 
measure. 

The  accommodation  of  the  members,  the  an- 
bealthioess  of  this  place,  and  Tariotis  loconve- 
nienees^have  been  stated  as  reasons  fora  removal. 
The  oniform  etvUity  which  I  have  received  from 
the  people  in  general,  and  the  polite  attention  from 
my  particular  friends,  demand  and  receive  my  ac- 
knowledgment. But  it  ought  not  to  pass  unno- 
ticed, that  doriDg  the  autumnal  season,  the  princi- 
pal executive  officers  of  our  Qovernment  deem  it 
not  prudent  or  safe  to  Urry  at  this  place. 

Another  eircamstaoce  worthy  of^ notice,  is  the 
Wretched  state  of  the  roads'over  which  yon  must 
pass  to  the  seat  of  Government  from  any  quarter. 
If  the  neighboring  States  had  ever  contemplated 
to  repair  ineni,  time  enoiigh  has  beei^  afibrded  for 
that  parpose;  and  if  the  Qovetament  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  bare  thia-  task  to  accomplish,  it  fur- 
nishes a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  a  removal 
to  a  country  where  these  ezpendit'arei  will  not 
be  called  for. 

How  gentlemen  have  dragged  in  the  revolt  of 
tfae  Army  during  the  war,  or  the  relative  abilities 
of  merchants  and  lawyers  to  administer  the  Qov- 
ernment, as  bearing  on  the  question.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive. Since  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
G.  W.  Campbell)  has  been  pleased  to  declare 
that  merchants  are  the  last  men  in  the  commu- 
nity to  wfaoM  management  be  would  etmfidc  oar 
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national  affitira,  I  cannot  pass  orer  abnoliced  » 
general  and  so  anmerited  a  ceostire.  Surely  that 
gentleman  mast  hare  been  unfonunaie  in  bis  so- 
ciety, or  he  could  not  have  made  such  a  dedna- 
tioa.  Give  me  leave  to  assure  him  that  the  lne^ 
caniile  gentlemen  of  the  Atlantic  States  vith 
whom  I  have  been  acquainted  are  to  be  classed 
among  the  most  useful  and  respectable  citizeoi  of 
our  country.  Many  of  them,  in  point  of  taleati 
and  literary  acquirements,  are  to  be  found  in  ibfl 
first  grade,  and  would  not  suffer  by  a  comparison 
with  any  honorable  member  on  this  floor.  Ai 
they  are  the  medium  through  whose  agency  the 
surplus'  products  of  the  planter  are  sent  to  a  fin* 
eign  market,  so  may  they  be  said  to  be  mutnil 
aids  to  each  other.  To  whose  exertions,  if  not  10 
those  of  commercial  men,  are  we  Indebted  for  for- 
eign snpnliet,  which  contribute  so  essentliHy  to 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  eitizeoi  at 
large?.  And,  above  all,  through  whose  hands  don 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States  first  pass  iuu 
the  chesu  of  your  collectors?  The  bonoT^c 
gentleman  (Mr.  C.)  was  pleased  to  remark,  tliat 
the  speech  of  a  very  worthy  member  from  Peo"- 
sylvania,  (Mr.  Milnor.)  would  convince  ths 
House  that  he  was  not  a  lawyer.  In  retoto,  1 
would  observe,  that  I  believe  no  mortal  coald sap- 
pose  he  was  a  merchant. 

Having  occupied  more  time  than  I  wai  awe 
of  in  submitting  my  sentiments  to  this  booorsne 
House,  I  must  necessarily  omit  enlarging  on  tbi 
peculiar  benefits  which  would  result  from  t  re- 
moval to  Philadelphia.  If  theaccommodatioaw 
the  members  of  the  Government,  as  well  n 
strangers  and  visiters,  who  may  hare  basiitasio 
transact,  be  of  any  importance;  if  domestic  ^ 
dearments  and  soeietr  are  of  any  arail ;  if  speedy 
access  to  every  useful  source  of  information,  wnc- 
tber  commercial  or  political,  foreign  or  domestic, 
may  be  brought  into  the  account;  if,  in  fact,  iiu 
not  absolutefy  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
republican  liberty  to  pursue  a  new  course,  unvar- 
ranted  by  any  precedent, to  legislate  in  reiireinent 
and  solitude,  rather  than  in  some  pleasant  city  oj 
town,  then,  sir,  are  we  most  imperioosly  eaiUd 
on  to  weigh  the  subject  maturely  before  we  act, 
and  not  hastily  and  passionately  to  pass  a  nt^- 
tive  upon  the  resolution  now  uqder  considerauttt. 
I  cannot  but  consider  the  subject  as  vastly  ua- 
portant  to  the  honor,  the  welfare,  and  the  pros- 
periiy  of  the  country.  Whether,  at  the  pr**"* 
crbi^  we  are  imperiously  called  on  10  decide  thn 
question,  I  wilt  not  pretend  to  determinej  but  if 
gentlemen  ahould  persist  in  uniog  this  Honse  u 
a  decision  witfaoot  further  information,  my  roie 
shall  be  given  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  Alstoh  withdrew  bis  motion,  as  m 
had  not  intended  to  cause  a  discussion  by  it;  he 
had  moved  it  for  the  purpose  of  getting  nd<^tbo 
subject  altogether, 

Mr.  Udihcv  rising  to'speak  under  a  belief  that 
the  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  had 
recurred — 

The  Speakbb  declared  that  the  House  had  not 
yet  agreed  to  consider  the  subject ;  and  no  debtu 
being  admiitible  on  a  motion  to  consider,  the  quw 
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liot  01  conaidnrin^  Ue  molotioe  wu  lakea  by 
^ib4  uys,  sod  carried— 'yets  60,  nays  58,  as 

Tut— Bnn  Alexander.  Lenael  3.  Ahtton,  David 
WltBonnU  Butrtt.  William  Maekledge.  Tbomas 
Bbaal^jAHph  Odhooo,  George  W.  Usmpbell,  John 
Okftm,  Hofwell  Cobb,  Richard  Cntta,  John  Daren* 
MitijaRn  John  Damoo,  Jodah  De«ne,  Joseph  Desha, 
ham  BHiot,  inbn  W.  Eppet.  Meahack  Franklin,  Ba- 
mt  Gatdenier,  Jamea  M.  Oamett,  Chariea  Goldabo- 
Petmon  Ooodwrn,  baiah  L.  Green,  William 
BabM,  James  Holland,  Darid  Holmea,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpat- 
nck,  John  Lambirit,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward 
iMd,  John  Lore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion, 
WaBan  McCrwiy,  John  Montffomeiy,  Nicholu  R. 
Moon,  John  Morrow,  Hhhuw  Nowtea,  Wilson  C. 
Nii^oiat,  J<Ain  Rhea  of  Tanneaeee,  Jacob  Ridiards, 
Juki  Rowan.  Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmDie,  Jedediafa  K. 
Mth,  Heniy  Sonthard,  Benjamin  Tallmadfe,  Jobn 
Twjiot,  Abram  Trigg,  Geo.  M.  Trosp,  Archibald  Tan 
Hsne,  Killian  K.  Vmn  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Ver> 
phnek,  Jesse  Whaxtoa,  Mumadoke  WUIiaBu,  and 
Bkhod  Wiou. 

Mkia— Willit  Alston,  jon.,  Ezekiel  Bactmt  Joseph 
Bariur,  Wifism  W.  BiU).  John  BWwjnnior,  Robert 
BMn,  WfflitBk  A.  Biirwdl,.WUIiua  Batler.  Epa^ 
leditas  ClMin{»on,  John  Chandler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Hatlbeir  CIa7,  George  Clinton,  junior,  Samuel  W, 
Dana,  Daniel  M.  DareH,  William  Ely.  William  Find- 
ky,  James  Pisk,  Francis  Gardner,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Hanit,  John  Heister,  William  Hoge,  Daniel  Ibley, 
Sabert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Na- 
Ikaniel  Macon,  Joetah  Masters,  William  Milnor,  Dan* 
Uk  Meatgomery,  jonior,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
0.  Meaely,  Gardon  8.  Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbotd, 
TmaOj  Pitkin,  jnn.,  Jcbn  Porter,  John  Pugh,  Josiah 
Qoiacy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards, 
Sund  Riker,  John  RusaeU,  Et>enexer  Seaver,  James 
Sk>an,8smod  SmUh,  Richard  Stanford,  Willitm  Stod- 
Au,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Peter  Swart, 
Swauel  Tsggait.  John  ThompaOn,  Jabex  Upham, 
James  L  Van  Allen,  Nicholas  vu  Dyke,  laue  WU- 
koor,  and  Jamea  Witheiell. 

Mr.  OiBDBRisR  said,  as  a  determinatioD  was 
pnned,  and  as  in  deciding  they  oagbt  to  be  pos- 
»«»ed  of  all  the  tofomiatiOQ  in  the  power  of  the 
Bojue  to  procure,  he  should  move  that  the  reso- 
latioQ  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  with  io- 
■trnetioBs  to  toqatre  into  and  report  bow  much 
moaey  has  been  expended  in  the  City  of  Waah- 
Httioo,  and  how  much  may  be  saved  by  a  remo- 
W,  tod  that  the  Heads  of  DepartmeoU  be  io- 
MriKied  loaSbrd  anch  informatioo  as  ibe  commit- 
tee n»f  call  for. 

,  Mr.  MoirraoiuiiT  wudied  to  icnoir  if  the  mo- 
oojwere  ia  order  ? 

nt  SraAKBB  eoneeired  ibat.itwas  in  order  to 
nave  a  commiimciit.  bat  not  ip  order  particularly 
to  iBsbvet  ih«  commtttee  to  whom  it  waa  eom- 
mitied. 

Mr.  QiiiiBifi£K  said,  there  might  be  an  error 
m  (he  motion,  bat  he  was  led  inio  it  from  the  in- 
dalgeneeof  the  Hoaxe,  lo  a  similar  motioq,  wbicb 
«  had  made,  some  lime  ago,  in  coasideratioo  of 
|nc  resolution  fur  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
^^uenl  WiUuDaon,  a&d,  an  vhi^  motioa  a, 


qQestioQ  was  taken  by  yeas  aod  oays.  If  be  bad 
been  wroiig  then,  he  was  not  right  now ;  if  ha 
bail  been  right  then,  he  was  not  wrong  now.  Ho 
sobmitted  to  the  deoision  of  the  Speaker,  bov> 
era-,  and  withdrew  that  part  of  bis  motion  wbieh 
went  to  instroct  the  eommittte,  with  a  design  to 
renew  it  hereaner. 

Mr.  GoLDaBORODOH,  aUboQgh  he  was  decided- 
ly op|K>Bed  to  a  remoTal,  was  willing  to  commit 
tne  resolution,  in  order  that  it  m^bt  nnder;go  a 
thorough  inTestigatioo,  and  receive  a  full  decis- 
ioiL  He  hoped  that  gentlemen,  tbiuking  as  he 
didj  would  agree  to  refer  it}  at  the  same  lime,  he 
assured  the  House  that  he  bad  not  an  idea  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  other  depart- 
ment, could  give  them  any  information  necessary 
to  decide  this  question.  If  a  motion  were  not  now 
before  the  Hoose,  he  would  more  to  refer  it  to  • 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Qaboshieb,  as  be  had  no  preference  for 
any  particnUt  committee,  withdrew  bis  motionj 
and  moved  to  cominii  the  resolutii^  to  a  Coat* 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,' opposed  tbeeommil- 
ment  ;  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  obserriaft 
that  it  appeared  to  him  as  if  gentlemen  nude  mo- 
tions for  others  to  make  speeches  upon,  and 
withdrew  them,  aa  soon,  before  a  qoeetion  eonld 
be  ukeo  on  ibem,  as  though  they  wished  to  pro- 
long a  tedious  discussion. 

Mr.  NiOBOUia  opposed  a  commitment,  as  it 
cuuld  have  no  other  effect  than  to  produce  for- 
ther  delay  on  a  subject  which  bad  already  oeeiH 
pied  the  aitentioo  of  the  House  too  long. 

Mr.  Smilib  observed  that  it  was  not  good  poli- 
cy in  any  majority  to  push  their  advantage  too 
far.  Oeoilemea  must  see,  by  this  time,  that  thtf 
had  better  haTe  stopped  when  tbey  had  foraed  the 
minority  to  retreat ;  buL  not  satined  with  tlwi, 
they  determined  to  go  further  and  triumph  otbb 
iheok  Brery  minority  could  always  perplex  » 
majoriiy.  andsomeihiog  in  proof  of  that  they  now 
saw.  Tne  gentleman  who  renewed  this  motion 
bad  it  yet  in  bis  power  to  withdraw  it ;  if  he  diA 
not,  be  could  not  expect  any  abeonmodation  ob 
the  part  of  the.mioority. 

Mr.  BoRWBLL.,  in  a  speech  of  some  length,  op- 
posed a  com  milmeat.  He  rezretted  that  so  much 
warmth  bad  been  displayed,  toat  public  measnreft 
bad  been  suspended,  aiul  the  boay  tied  down  to 
this  subject,  wiibout  producing  any  good  effect. 
He  went  over  the  groand  of  removaf,  of  which 
he  dhd  not  believe  there  was  any  Constilotional 
prohibition,  but  there  were  circumstances  attend- 
aat  on  the  erection  of  the  place  into  a  seat  of 
Government,  wfaieh  operated  aa  strongly  in  his 
mmd  against  a  remoral,  aa  if  Uie  ConstiintioD  it- 
self had  prohibited  it. 

Mr.  Van  Dtu.  in.  a  ipecch  of  emaidenblo 
length,  adTocated  the  removal  and  eommitment. 
When  i|  motioa  for  adjoamment  wan  carried* 

■  Tdbsoat,  February  9. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mittbbw  Ci.at,  that  the 
Hovse.do  «owagM  rcsQlre  itself  intoaConoil- 
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tee  of  the  Wbole  oa  the  bill  more  effeettnlly^  to 
proride  for  the  national  defence  by  the  militia  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  qaestion  being  taken 
thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  aegatiTe. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh,  from  the  Committeeof  Commerce 
and  Manufactares,  presented  a  bill  for  exteodio? 
the  terms  of  credit  on  revenue  bonds  to  certain 
eases,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committeeof  the  Whole 
on  Friday  next. 

A  Message  was  receired  from  the  President  of 
^e  United  States  coramunicatin^  information 
that  there  is  reason  to  betieTe,  on  the  affidarit  of 
ft  Captain  Sheffield,  of  the  AmericBD  schooner 
Mary  Add,  that  (he  Deyof  Algifershas  commenced 
war  against  the  United  States.— The  Message  and 
papers  transmitted  therewith,  were  read.  aDO  refer- 
red to  Mr.  ftoiKCT,  Mr.  Findley,  Mr.  Nicholas, 
Mr.  TAYLoa,  Mr,  Troup,  Mr.  JohnsoMj  and  Mr. 

MUMPORD. 

The  House  reaoWed  itself  into  a  ComAittec  of 
the  Whole  OD  the  bUl  sopplementary  to  the  act, 
entitled  ''Ao  act  to  prohibit  tl^e  impertatton  of 
certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchaodibe."  The  bill 
was  reported  with  amendments  thereto;  which 
being  twice  read,  the  6rstj  second,  and  third,  of 
thesaid  amendments  were  agreed  to,  and  the  fourth 
and  fifth  amendments  disagreed  to  hj  the  House. 
The  said  bill  was  then  farther  amended  ;  and,  to- 
gether with  the  araeodments  agreed  to,  ordered  Co 
be  engrossed,  aad  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  making  additiobal  compensa- 
tion to  the  Marshals  of  the  districts  of  Nortli  Car- 
olina and  New  Jersey. - 

AAer  some  discassibn  on  the  bill,  io  which  Mr. 
BLaocLBpoB  and  othera  foreibly  represented  the 
DMuliar  situation  of  the  Marshal  in  the  State  of 
North  Garoliffla,  a  question  was  taken  on  filling 
Ike  blank  fbr  the  addition  to  the  ealary  of  that 
gffiett,  with  Ste  hundred  dollars,  and  negatired— 
yeas  99;  four'  hundred  was  agreed  to — yeas  57. 

After  Vome  obserTations  from  Mr.  SotrrnARn, 
relative  to  the  situation  of  the  Marshal  of  New 
Jersey,  the  bUnk  Ar  the  addition  to  his  salary-was 
filled  with  two  hundred  dollars ;  when  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill,  which,  after 
•ome  objeciioDs  by  Mr.  Witbsbell,  and  nply 

Sr  Messrs.  M.  Williahb,  Macom,  NawtoH,  and 
LAOURDOB,  was  Ordered  Io  a  third  reading. 

REMOVAI.  OF  TBE  SEAT  OF  GOVERNMBNT. 

Oa  a  motion  of  Mr.  Blovnt.  that  the  House  do 
now  proceed  to  a  farthw  emnoeiaiion  itf  the  pro- 
posed resolution  for  a  removal  of  the  seat  of  Gor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, which  wa*  d^pandinc  yesterday,  at  the 
time  of  adjournment ;  and  toe  question  being, 
taken  thereopon,  it  paased  in  tha  negatire— yeas 
35,  nays  51,  as  follow* : 

T>AS— David  BsTd,Barwen  Bsssett,  Wfllianf  Black- 
ledge,  Thomas  Btount,  Joseph  Oalboim,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Cloptoo,  Joseph  Desha,  J.  W.  Eppes, 
Meshsck  Frankfin,  Charles  Gotdsboroogh,  Peterson 
Qoodwrn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  WiDiam  Hebns,  James 
HoUand,  JhmA  Uolmsa^  Walter  imm,  Wttim  KiA- 
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p«lriek,J(Atn  Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  John  Leva, 
John  Montgomeryt  Jdin  Mocrow,  Tbemas  NewbeU, 
Wason  C.  Nidwlas,  John  Bhea  of  Tennessee,  Jo4n 
Rowan,  fibeneur  Seaver,  John  Smith,  Uemy  Sontii- 
ard,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troop,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Jesse  Wharton,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Joseril 
Barker,  William  W.Bibb,John Blake,  jr., John Bo^ 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  BurwelJ,  EpaphrodUon 
Champion,  Msrtin  Chittenden,  Matthew  01ar,Jeiiii, 
Darenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Durall.  William  Elv,  WUUam 
Fiodley,  James  Fisk,  Francis  Gardner,  Edwin  Gray, 
John  Hanis,  John  Heister,  William  Hogs,  Reabw 
Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilslej,  Thomas  Kenan,  Natbanial 
Macon,  Josiah  Masters,  William  MUnor,  Daniel  Mont> 
gomery,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh,  Josisli 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  PeDBsytrania,  Jacob  Richards, 
Matthias  Itichards,  John  Rossell,  Jamea  Sloan,  iobm 
SmUie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samoel  Smith,  Richnd 
SUnford,  William  Stedman,  Lewis  B.  Stoigea,  Petsr 
Svnrt,  Samtul  Taggsrt,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompsoi^ 
James  L  Van  Allen,  Nichohs  Van  Dyke,  Kiltian  K. 
Van  Bfinssnlsar.  Isaac  Wilbour,  and  Matmadoke  Wit 
liams. 


WBi>ifBn>AT,  February  10. 

An  engrossed  bill  sapplementarjr  to  an  act  for 
prohibiting  the  imporiation  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  ana  merchandise,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  it  would  be  remembered  that 
some  days  ago  there  was  before  the  House  a  bill 
for  raising  an  additional  namber  of  seamen.  He 
bad  since  received  a  letter  on  the  subject  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which,  as  he  intended  to 
call  up  the  bill  to-morrow^  be  anbmitied  to  tSa 
House,  as  follows : 

j  NAVT  DErABTMKFT,  Jofi.  S7,  1806. 
Sib  :  Tonr  letter  of  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  nam- 
ber of  seamen  at  present  wanted  by  Government  fat 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  has  been  referred  to 
the  President,  and  I  am  charged  by  him  to  inform  job 
that  he  does  not  wish  to  be  empowered  to  employ  mon 
seamen  than  the  number  at  present  authorised  by  Ikw. 
viz.  1,486,  of  which  9SS  were  aotfaorized  by  the  act  «f 
Cmgras^of  31st  April,  1806,  and  fiOO  by  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1W7.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc, 

R.  SMITH. 

Hen.  Mr.  Dawsov^ 

DEBTS  DUE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATBa 
The  Honse  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  51  to  S7,  on  the  bill  for  extiagaidkinc 
the  dditt  doe  from  the  United  States. 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides,  that  afl 
person^  or  the  legal  representatives  of  persons,  to 
whom  loan  office  or  final  settlement  certifieaic^ 
or  indents  of  interest  have  been  issued,  and  all 
persons  in  whose  favor  settlements  have  been 
made  at  the  Treasury,  or  who  stand  credited  on 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  which  said  certificates, 
credits,  and  settlements,  were  issued  or  made  for 
services  or  supplies,  done  or  furnished  prior  to 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  toonsand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  and  have  not 
since  been  funded  or  paid;  and  all  persons  who 
aerf  cd  in  the  Armies  «  the  UiUtcd  States,  durins 
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tk«hte  Rerotarioohrir  mr  with  Great  Brltaiti, 
tad  to  wbom  arrearages  of  pay,  clearly  appearing 
ooikoHister  and  pay  rolls, or  other  authentic  doc- 
HKsts  Qsw  existing  in  the  War  office,  or  in  any 
other  Department  of  Oorernmeot,  may  be  doe, 
ikall  be  allowed  to  present  their  respective  claims 
It  the  Treasury,  and  shall  receive  the  amount 
tbere^  without  aiiy  interest,  upon  proring  by  the 
ouh  or  affirmation  of  at  least  one  disinterested 
tritoeas,  to  the  tatishctlon  of  the  aceoanting  offi- 
cers of  the  Traasary,  tint  he  or  she  so  claimiDg. 
ii  the  person  or  legal  reprenentatire  of  the  person 
to  whom  the  same  was  originally  due.  The  sec- 
ond section  proTides,  that  claimants  Ibi  services 
(rfaay  kiad  reodered,and  for  supplies  of  any  kind 
faraMied  to  the  United  States,  prior  to  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  1797,  which  have  heretofore  been 
barred,  or  supposed  to  have  been  barred,  by  any 
rtsotatioDS  or  any  laws  of  Congress,  shall  be  allow- 
ed to  Resent  their  re«pecti  ve  claims  to  the  account- 
iif  offieen  of  the  Treasury,  who  are  thereby  au- 
thorixed  to  liquidate  and  settle  the  same  without 
iatetat  thereon,  provided  such  claims  Are  duly 
supported  by  sufficient  vouchers,  dbc,  the  claim- 
aat  aikiDg  oath,  that  the  said  claim,  nor  any 
part  thereof  haa  been  before  paid  to  any  person 
n  asjr  ninner  whaierer.  The  other  five  seetions 
ooeuin  deiaUs.1 
The  first  section  of  the  bill  being  read- 
Mr.  OoLDSBOBoooH  couceivinff  that  persons 
who  bad  loaned  money  to  the  Government,  as 
well  as  those  who  had*  furnished  supplies,  should 
be  indemaiSed.  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  foroished"  the  words  "  or  money  loaned." 

Mr.  Taylor,  to  try  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
made  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  which 
beimsamed  would  supersede  the  motion  of  the 
gentteman  from  Maryland. 

Mr.  MiLROR,  in  a  speech  of  fifteen  minutes, 
sapported  the  principle  of  the  bill,  contend  iogi  hat 
it  maid  be  nnjust  and  dishonorable  for  the  TToit- 
ed  Slates  to  withhold  the  payment  of  those  debts 
vhieh  can  be  well  authenticated. 

Hr.TaTLOR  replied,  ia  a  speech  of  twenty-five 
■inntes,  and  opposed  the  bill,  chiefly  on  the  groud 
that,  u  they  could  not  do  complete  justice  to  all 
who  had  equitable  claims  against  the  Govern- 
meot.  it  would  be  improper  to  do  anything.  He 
mentiosed  the  case  of  those  who  had  sold  tbeir 
iadeclsat  2t.  6d.  a  pound,  and  the  ne^oes  ear- 
ned off  by  the  British  in  contravention  of  the 
Treaty  ol  1873.  As  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty  had  relin- 
qoished  this  claim,  our  Oovernment  had  incur- 
red an  equitable  obligation  to  pay  the  value  of 
KjDOO  negroes,  which  was  £860,000  sterlings  If 
yn  anderiake  anything,  why  do  you  not  satisfy 
«wty  jnit  claim  ? 

Mr.  Rowan  thon^t  it  eitraordinary  that  the 
I^^^tne  should  refuse  to  satisfy  the  claims  of 
thoM  by  whom  our  liberty  and  independence  were 
■eluevcd;  that  they  should' refuse  lo  pav  debts 
*fcKh  were  acknowledged  to  be  jnst.  Mr.  R. 
voold  rather  submit  to  a  direct  tax  than  leave  the 

{nt  dalms  against  the  Oovernment  unsatisfied. 
I  was  as  well  a  dictate  of  poUcy  as  of  justice. 
He  had  baea  fliiettbk«l  M  Uw  eoadtiet  of  the 
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Representatives  of  the  nation.  Accnanis  are  sent 
forth  among  the  people  of  millions  in  the  Treas- 
ury; much  is  said  of  the  justice  of  the  nation, 
and  yet  fair,  just,  and  acknowledged  claims 
against  the  Government  are  disregarded.  Who 
will  step  forward  in  future  for  the  defence  of  the 
country,  while  those  who  fought  the  battles  of  the 
Revolution  are  unpaid,  and  in  consequent  poverty 
and  distress  ?  Mr.  R.  spoke  about  half  an  hour 
in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Sloan  did  not  rise  to  enter  at  length  into 
the  dUcussioo.  He  did  not  pretend  to  uiat  do- 
quenee  which  had  been  displayed  by  aom«  who 
bad  gone  before  him.  This,  of  all  subjects,  was 
most  favorable  for  popular  speeches;  but  a  ]wesi- 
ing  sense  of  duty  compelled  him  to  oppose,  de- 
cidedly, every  bill  of  this  kind.  He  conjured  the 
new  members  to  examine  this  subject  as  fully  as 
be  had  done.  It  would  show  that  the  passing  of 
such  a  bill  would  be  the  most  flagrant  act  otio- 
justice  that  was  ever  perpetrated  by  any  Legisla- 
ture. A  member,  in  coming  on  to  Congress  last 
year,  bad  an  armful  of  certificates  put  into  his 
nanas,  with  ■  promise  o[  one-third  «  their  valnei 
if  he  would  get  the  statute  of  limitation  opened. 
Most  of  the  certificatM  and  Touebere  are  in  the 
hands  of  speculators,  the  bane  and  pest  of  soeiety. 
H«  was  satisfied  that  ninety<nuie  one-hondredtbs 
were  in  the  hands  of  such  men,  who  were  entitled 
to  DO  remuneration. 

The  motion  to  airike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  was  farther  supported  by  Messrs^  Rana  of 
Tennessee,  W.  Alston,  and  Maoon,  and  oppoa^ 
by  Messrs.  Cookh,  Holland,  and  Love. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Upham,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  reported  progress  and  aske^leare  to  sit- 
again. 


TaoRSDAXt  February  11. 

The  House  proceeded  to  eonsider  a  residation 
proposed  by  Mr.  Bcswbll,  on  the  eighth  instant, 
whfeh  lay  on  the  tablet  nnd  the  same  being  twice 
read,  waa  agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Reaohed^  That  tiie  Committee' on  the  Military  ond 
Naval  Eistablishment  be  insbneted  to  inquire  into  the 
•xpedieney  of  authorising  the  Prendent  of  the  United 
State*  to  procure;  as  soon  as  practicable, '—  stand  of 
arais,  to  be  deposited  in  safii  and  saitable  plaosolto  A* 
Mtnoa  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoirTOOVBRT, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  wbom  Was  committed,  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo, 
the  bill  coneerning  courts  martial  and  courts  of 
inquiry,  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof;  and  that  the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to 

Mr.  JOBN   MoNTQOBIEfiT,    Mr.  NiCHOLAB,  Mr. 

Uphah,  Mr.  Smilib,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Georob 
W.  Campbell  and  Mr.  Jedediah  K.  Smitb. 
Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Poihdexter, 
'  Reaolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencr  of  of- 
fering for  sale  the  landslately  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Choctaw  nation  of  Indians,  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  other  lands  of  the  United 
SiBtetaoalhof  the  StateofTenoeisee  are  directed 
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to  be  sold;  and  that  tbejriepoct  Uictcoobf  bill,  or 
otherwise. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  Newton  said  it  bad  become  Decesrary  to 
call  the  attention  of  ibe  Hoose  to  the  act  laying 
the  embargo,  the  reatrietioDs  of  which  were  not 
y«t  soffieiently  strone ;  and  it  wti  neeeasary,  in 
order  to  hare  effeetou  laws,  that  all  eases  arising 
nader  them  aboald  be  prorided  for.  Those  Stales 
ia  the  ndghhorhood  of  foreign  States  had  takeo 
adfaotage  of  the  proTtsion  excepting  vessels  of 
five  tODs  harden  mm  the  general  restriction.  To 
provide  against  cases  of  that  description,  and 
some  others,  he  mored  the  following  resolution, 
ia  order  that  the  operations  of  the  law  ahovld  be 
eqaalized : 

Retohfd,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Maoaftctores  be  imtructed  to  inquire  whether  naj, 
and,  if  anj,  what,  further  restrictions  in  addition  to 
those  dreadj  imposed  by  the  act  Imying  an  embargo  on 
all  ahipa  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  hatbors  ^  the 
United  States,  and  by  the  act  sapplementaiy  to  the  last 
anenlioned  act,  are  necessaiy  to  prevent  the  exporta- 
tien  of  goodis  wwe^  and  mefdiandia^  of  foreign  or  do- 
BMStie  growlli  or  nuuiafcetarr,  to  any  faeign  port  or 
ptsce,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  lepert  by  faiU  or 
otherwise. 

Oa  Ibis  resolution  a  desultory  eonversation  took 

Elace  between  Messrs.  WiTBSasLX,  Nbvtom, 
>ANi,  and  FiBK,  in  which,  hovrerer,  no  ot>ieeiion 
was  made  to  the  resolution,  it  was  rtated  that 
foreign  vessels  were  not  by  law  inhibited  from 
going  from  port  to  port  io  the  United  Statea  with 
the  products  of  our  coontry,  and  may  go  to  Fss- 
samsquoddy  from  any  Southern  port  in  tbe  Unit- 
ed States,  and  iheaee  transport  their  cargoes 
across  the  bay  by  means  of  boats  under  five  tons 
burden  i  and  ihos  foreigners  may  enjoy  the  ben- 
efit of  thai  traffic  from  whieh  eitisena  of  the  Unit- 
ed Stales  are  preolnded ;  that  the  cHizens  of  Ver- 
mont and  other  Northern  States  also  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  trade  by  means  of  these  boats  across 
Lake  ChampUio,  Erie,dEc.,and  that  theembargo 
thus  operates  as  a  mean  of  fourfold  profit  to  some, 
while  it  denies  tbe  common  intercoorse  of  coaa- 
merce  to  others. 

Tbe  resolution  was  adopted  withoot  objection, 
and  Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Cera- 
meree  aod  Maouiaetarea,  reported  the  bill  to 
amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying  an  embaigo  on  all 
ahipa  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States}"  which  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Cgmmittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Saturday. 

DEBTS  DUB  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATEa 
Tbe  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extinguish  the  debts  due 
from  the  United  States.  The  motion  to  strike 
oat  tbe  first  section  being  yet  under  considera- 
tion, Messrs.  Cook.  Upbah,.  Jobmaon,  Dana, 
RowAM,  and  MiLNOR,  opposed  the  n>ol)oa>  and 
Messrs.  Rhba,  of  Tennessee  and  TiyuiR  sap- 
ported  it.  When 

Mr.  FisK  moved  that  the  Committcftriaejaad 
ask  leave  td  sit  again. 
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Mr.  Dawmv  said,  thiit  early  in  Ibc  wtmitm  tlw 
President  badinvitad  their  attention  to  tbe  great 
snhjeet  of  naiiooal  dcfcoee.  Have  we,  aaid  hi^ 
aitvoded  to  that  invitatioft?  No;  we  have  mek 
here  day  a^r  day,  week  aAer  week.  diacasMiBs 
subjects  which  relate  to  our  internal  a&ira.  I 
hope  a  great  majority  of  the  House  are  prepared 
toaay  that  we, shall  get  rid  of  this  sub^.  whieh 
has  been  discussed  over  and  over  again,  and  on 
which  each  speech  that  is  made  is  a  repetitioa  oi 
what  has  gone  before,  and  iwepare  Tot  event* 
which  may  arise.  I  hope  the  Committee  will  not 
rise. 

Mr.  Nbvtom  held  the  same  opinion  as  the  geiK 
tlemaa  who  had  just  sat  down,  bat  should  vote  for 
the  rising  of  the  Committee,  that  the  sDhjeet 
might  be  postponed  for  a  few  weeks^ 

Mr.  LvoN  hoped  that  tbe  subject  would  not  be 
postpooed,  as  jHoposed  by  the  gentleman  last  op ; 
lor,  after  the  disonasion  which  bad  taken  plae* 
during  these  two  days,  every  ^ntlemaa  waa  new 
prepared  to  vote  on  the  principle. 

Tbe  Committee  then  rose--46  to  39;  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again— yeas  66. 

Mr.  Nbwtom  was  far  from  averse  to  satisfying 
all  just  claims  on  the  nation;  bat,  when  ibey 
viewed  the  situation  of  the  country,  the  alarmingr 
crisis  which  now  prevailed,  gentlemen  woulit 
think  with  him,  that  all  the  energies  of  the  na- 
tion should  be  exerted  to  place  it  in  tbe  best  poa- 
9ible  situation  to  meet  events.  Coneeiring  that 
it  was  bis  duty  to  attend  to  this  object,  he  moved 
to  postpone  the  further  coasideration  the  bill 
till  the  first  Monday  io  March. 

Mr.  Cook  said}  when  he  had  called  ap  this,  he 
bad  believed  that  there  waa  a  temporary  avape«- 
sion  of  urgmt  public  boainess,  and  he  lutd  never 
been  inclined  to  posh  tbia  on  lo  the  exclasiea  tii 
other  matter  of  more  importance,  nor  ever  weald. 
He  hoped  the  gmtleuan  wonld  withdraw  hia 
motioD. 

A  motion  to  adjonrn  was  now  qade  and  ear* 
ried— 4rto44. 


FaioAT,  February  12. 

The  Hoase  went  into  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  56  to  33,  on  the  bill  making  appropriaiiona 
for  carrying  into  cfiect  ceruin  lodun  treatiea. 
The  bill  being  gone  throngh,  the  Committee  rose 
aod  reported  it,  and  it,  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing on  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pauji, 

Jtaolved,  That  tbe  Committee  on  the  PubUe 
Lands  be  instructed  to  Inquireintothe  exp^diencf 
of  allowing  farther  ume  to  the  Board  of  Comraia- 
flioners  of  the  Kaskaskia  district,  in  the  Indiana 
Territory,  to  eomptete  the  investigation  ofdaiMi 
to  land  in  the  caid  district;  and  that  ^ey  have 
leave  to  report  bv  bill,  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pabu, 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabit- 
anu  of  the  Illinois  and  village  of  Peoria,  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  presented  and  ordered  to  lie 
00  tbe  table,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  February  last, 
praying  that  the  respective  elaima  of  the  petition* 
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■n  to  land  within  the  nid  Tefritoi7  may  be  ex- 
ii^ied  and  deeded  upon  hj  the  Beard  of  Com> 
■iadoners  esttUithed  at  Kaskaskia,  be  referred  to 
^  Committee  on  the  Pablie  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  S«ate  informed  the  Henae 
(hat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Cbftse,  Jared  Qardoer, 
and  otfaerv;"  to  whiohlltef  desire  the  ooneamnee 
of  this  Hoase. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice  and  commiued  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Ur.  BoTLG,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  pRsented  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  the 
Innds  or  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pnrpOMs; 
which  was  read  mice,  ajid  eommitied  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Tueadaj  nat. 

TAZOO  CU^IMS. 

Mr.  BaeoH  preseatad  the  foUowing  inamorial: 
To  the  hoBorabla  the  Hdom  of  Representatiret  4f  the 
Unitsd  StatflB  of  America: 

SespeetfiUIy  repieseats  die  -ondmisigned,  a  dtiaea 
of  du  aute  of  Moiaachusetts,  that  he  has  been  duly 
afpaintod  th«  agent  of  tbs  New  Eagland  Miuiuippi 
Company  fw  the  pnipose  of  suppftftinK  tb«i  elahns  be- 
Sm  the  UongiSH  of  the  United  States  and  fioaliy 
liqaidstiiv  *ad  adjnstiog  the  same,  and  ha  most  re- 
jpectfiiUy  ^ys  that  he  nurv  be  aihnitted  to  a  hearing 
at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  KepreBentatives  in  behalf  of 
said  Compuiy,  to  state  their  r^htj  and  explain  their 
dums— and  as  in  duhr  boond  will  ever  pray,  dec 

JOSEPH  8T0RT.  ^ 

FsaauAmT  10,  1808. 

Wfaldi  beiD|r  read,  Mr.  Bag«m  ofiered  the  lol< 
lowing  Ksolntion: 

ftffffrfrf,  Hist  die  prayer  of  the  petftfim  of  Joseph 
flhny,  as  agent  of  the  New  England  Misrisifppi  Gem- 
pany,  praymg  diat  he  may  be  admitted  to  a  hearing  at 
Iba  bar  of  this  Heose  in  behalf  of  the  said  Company,  to 
atate  tfaieir  righto  and  explain  their  oUkns  which  are 
BOW  psB&g  befese  Cmgress,  be  granted ;  and  that  the 
Haose  wiU  proceed  to  bear  said  agent,  aooordingly,  at 
this  bar,  m  Meoday  3Sd  Febroaiy  ipsta&t. 

The  House  asreed  to  aoaaider  the  resfrfntjim, 
46  to  43. 

Mr.  Baook  said,  this  was  not  a  case  which  re- 
qOBtcd  any  abstrose  reasoning  or  deep  research 
mfintta.  He  had  taken  this  resolotion  from  a 
prooedent,  which  he  fonnd  reeorded^  of  a  similar 
mdnlganeegmntad  to  the  Sonth  CanMina  Com- 
panji  who  were  heard  at  the  bart)f  the  Honse  in 
snpperi  of  tteir  claim,  by  Mr.'  Hotdtric,  Iheir 
agent,  in  a  nearly  similar  ease. 

Mr.  TnotTP  hoped  the  reeoloti^  would  not  be 
adopted.  The  preeedeot  addoced  mu  not  in 
point ;  that  was  in  the  ease  of  an  apf>Ueation  to 
oeheud  on  the  subject  of  the  old  Virginja  and 
Booth  Carolina  ctaima.  It  will  be  recollected  by 
the  House,  that  the  case  adduced  in  precedent 
was  an  wl^  a  dormant  claim,  which  had  slept 
long,  and  tfae  principles  of  which  were  almost  fbr- 
gocien  by  members  of  tfae  House,  and  when  ap- 
pyeattoQ  was  made  for  hearing,  tney  determined 
to  hear  all  that  conid  be  said,  that  they  might  act 
Boderstaadingly  on  the  subject.  They  did  hear, 
IMQ  WCTe  satisfied}  from  that  time  to  thia  the 
loth  Cos.  ist  SKas^51 
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Home  hai  had  no  fimher  tronUa  with  it 
claims  of  these  persons,  however,  hare  been 

turned  over  from  session  to  session,  eanrassed 
over  aitd  over  a|ain;  and  the  Home  are  ae 
well  convmant  with  the  merits  of  the  claim  as 
with  its  advocates.  1  do  not  know  wheUker  it  is 
customary  to  admit  within  its  bar  the  advocates 
of  claims.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  know,  if  such 
persons  were  admitted  within  the  bar,  that  I  would 
keep  my  seat  and  listen.  It  is  impoaaible  that 
this  House  could  be  so  lost  to  a  sense  of  its  own 
dignity  as  to  enter  into  a  controversy  on  its  own 
floor  with  speculators  or  their  agents.  In  disen^ 
sion  of  this  subject  among  ourselves,  our  utmost 
cooluess  and  care  wiU  be  required  to  keep  us  in 
temper  with  each  other ;  and  the  admission  of  a 
stranger  within  this  l»r,  for  the  purpose  ai  irvi- 
tating,  and,  perhaps,  insiuting  ns,  and  I  beg  geA» 
tiemen  to  recollect  that  the  theme  b  extreineiy 
d^ate,  will  not  increase  the  calmness  whieh 
oaght  to  be  obaerved.  What  is  the  object  o(  the 
present  motion  7  Is  it  proposed,  by  admitting  a 
practising  attorney  on  this  floor,  to  enlighten  as 
on  a  subject  of  which  we  are  {n'ofouodly  ignorant? 
No ;  with  the  principle  of  this  claim  we  are  all 
acquainted.  Its  object  is  to  give  some  strength  to 
a  claim  which  has  not  the  smallest  foundation  in 
jtistiee,  and  they  know  it.  They  have  no  more 
claim  on  the  United  States  than  on  you  or  me. 
Why;  then,  do  they  call  upon  us?  Because  the 
United  States  has  an  overnowiog  Treasury.  If  I 
had  it  they  would  make  the  same  claim  upon  me. 
They  are  the  oormoratits  which  penh  upon  ^e 
treasuries  of  all  nations  ;^  and  as  long  as  you  have 
gold  and  silver,  and  mauftat  a  disposition  to  give^ 
they  will  stiek  to  yon.  I  thought,  for  my  part, 
that  one  discussion  would  have  sufficed  for  them  I 
on  the  pressntatiou  of  the  original  memorial,  yon 
listened  to  it.  and  sabmitted  it  to  a  Commiiiee  ef 
the  whde  House.  I  was  anxious  that  all  diaom- 
sion  on  this  subject  should  have  been  waived  ;  it 
might  have  been,  and  I  had  hoped  it  would.  I 
myself  would  have  submitted  my  individnal  feel- 
ings to  the  haigaaony  of  the  nation,  and  am  swry 
that  I  am  now  compelled  to  speak. 

Mr.  Ltor  made  some  remarlu  to  show  that  the 
precedent  adduced  was  in  point.  The  objeot  of 
the  claim  in  precedent  and  of  the  present  claim 
was  to  obtain  a  share  of  the  land  appropriated  for 
extiagnisbing  olaims  on  the  United  Stales  ftt 
lands.  Why  then,  refose  that  prayer  «t  thia 
time,  wbi^  tfaef  had  gruted  on  a  former  «ce» 
skm? 

Mr.  Bibb  remarked  that  there  had  been,  in  the 

J tear  — ageneral  invitatiMi  to  all  claimants  for 
and,  and  to  these  among  the  others,  to  attend  and 
support  their  daim.  At  that  time  these  claimants 
refused  to  attend.  If  the  claimants,  then,  had  not 
been  heard,  it  was  their  own  fault. 

Mr.  Love  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be 
ad6pted.  He  had  voted  for  the  reference  of  the 
original  memorial,  as  coming  from  a  respectable 
State;  but  the  claim  was  perfectly  understood  by 
tfae  House  without  the  demonstration  of  an  mgttit, 
Mr.  Marion  qooted  passages  from  record  to 
show  that  the  aasecited^ui  pteoedentwas  nereK> 
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metlj  similar  to  tb«  fMment  Commissioners  were 
tppoioted  to  reeeiye  terras  [of  compromise  from 
tae  agents  of  the  land  claimants,  and  report  an 
opinion  thereon  to  the  House.  The  committee 
reported  in  favor  of  the  1795  (Yazoo)  claimants 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  1789  (Virginia  and  South 
Catolioa)  claimants.  The  latter  conceived  tbem- 
•eWes  equally  entitled]  and  requested  to  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  show  that  iher  should 
be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  other 
elaiDumts.  Thejr  were  iward ;  and,  in.eonaequeoce 
of  the  bearing,  an  amendmeDi  vaa  made  to  the 
bktr  then  under  coniideration.  Mr.  M.  then  read 
a  part  of  the  address  delirered  oa  this  occasion 
bj  Alexander  Moultrie,  Esq.,  their  agent. 

Mr.  Cook  had  jret  heard  nothing  which  coq- 
TtDced  him  of  the  impropriety  of  hearing  the 
claimants  at  the  bar  of  the  House.  He  had  never 
heard  the  subject  illustrated  before  the  House, 
although  it  had  been  decided  on  since  he  had  been 
a  member.  Itwasnowbrought  forward  again,sup- 
pofted  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  a  large  and  re- 
spectable State.  The  claimants  complained  of  ma- 
ny hardships,  amongst  which,  that  tfaey  were  not 
heard.  He  expressed  his  surprise  that  ^Ditemen 
who  thought  the  Yazoo  claim  so  iniquitous, 
ehonld  be  unwilling  that  it  should  be  heard.  If 
it  were  a  bad  cause,  there  would  be  no  fear  of  its 
overeoming  their  judgment.  If  it  were  deteita- 
ble  on  a  full  hearing  of  it,  they  would  detest  it  the 
more.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  preTaii,as 
he  wished  to  hear  the  real  merits  of  the  ease. 

Mr.  Holland  rose  to  express  a  wish  that  the 
mfilion  would  prevail.  He  thought  differently 
with  the  gentleman  from  (Georgia,  who  thought 
such  an  admission  and  discussion  would  irritate 
the  House.  He  hoped  no  member  would  individ- 
ually advocate  or  oppose  the  claim ;  that  every 
one  would  be  ready  to  bear  it  fairly  explained  and 
decided  oo.  He  hoped,  if  prepossessions  existed 
on  the  minds  of  any  members,  they  would  do  all 
they  could  to  erase  such  prepossessions;  at  least 
that  they  would  sit  silently  and  hear  what  was 
laid  in  iavor  of  the  claim.  When  persons  had 
been  heard  in  behalf  of  the  Virginia  and  South 
Carvdina  claimants,  they  bad  condneted  them- 
selves with  so  much  propriety  that  the  whole 
House  had  been  satisfied.  He  supposed  that  the 
person  admitted  in  behalf  of  the  present  claim- 
ants would  probe  the  matter  so  easily  as  not  even 
to  diseomp<Me  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  A 
gentleman  had  said  that  this  was  so  well  known 
that  all  knew  it  ought  to  be  condemned.  In  say- 
ing  this,  the  gentleman  was  not  correct ;  for  Com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  United  States  to  in- 
Tcstigate  the  subject  had  said  that  equity  and 
sound  policy  required  a  settlement.  Not  only 
this  authority,  but  more  than  this:  this  House 
bad  at  one  time  taken  up  the  subject,  and,  on  the 
main  question,  there  was  a  large  majority  in  fa- 
Tor  of  the  principle.  Further  authority  still: 
The  8«ate  had  at  one  time  passed  a  bill  for  the 
aettlement  of  the  claim.  Therefore,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  sud  it  ought  not  to  be 
heard,  Mr.  H.  did  not  agree  with  him.  I  believe 
tha^  it  ought  to  be  heard,  I  hare  always  thought 
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so,  and  I  believe  it  most  be  heard.  Soond  piAwj 
aod  justice  accord  in  requiring  that  it  should  be 
heard.  We  have  by  a  very  late  acquisition  from 
the  Choctaw  Indians  acquired  a  Large  tract  of 
land — part  of  tb&  claim.  Our  {tuhlic  lands  will 
not  be  purchased  till  the  claim  is  settled.  I  hope 
the  coDsideration  will  expedite  the  busiuess.  I 
conceive  these  claimants  to  have  the  same  right 
to  be  heard  as  others,  and  more  perhaps,  because 
their  claim  had  been  acknowledged  by  Coflunia* 
sioners  appointed  by  the  Uoited  States. 

Mr.  Dawsom  expressed  regret  that  this  matter 
should  be  so  pertinaciously  pressed  upon  the 
House.  It  may  be  remembered  by  many  gentle- 
men in  the  House  that,  at  a  former  session  d 
Congress,  when  the  subject  of  claims  in  general 
was  under  consideration,  by  verbal  iDformatioo 
these  claimants  declined  being  heard  at  the  bar 
of  the  House.  They,  then  had  the  .  power  and 
right  to  support  their  claim,  aod  declined.  I  am 
now  opposed  to  hearing  counsel  in  their  behalf. 
I  remember  the  case  of  a  venCTable  old  man,  who 
fought  your  battles,  who  headed  your  armies, 
whose  head  was  covered  with  grey  bain,  aod 
bowed  down  by  the  iofirmiiies  of  age,  and' who 
made  application  to  be  heard  at  your  bar  in  sup- 
port of  nis  claim.  The  House  determined  that  be 
should  not  be  heard.  And  shall  preference  be 
given  over  him  to  persons  of  this  class?  I  am 
convinced  that  it  would  onlf  agitate  the  public 
mind,  and  therefore  hope  it  will  not  be  granted. 

Mr.  BcBB  had  entertained  a  hope,  for  the  sake 
of  the  harmony  so  desirable  at  the  present  crisis, 
that  their  attention  would  not  have  been  called  lb 
this  detestable  subject.  He  bad  hoped,  from  the 
past  agitation,  that  their  angry  passions  might 
have  b«n  calmed,  and  that  they  might  be  allowod 
the  quiet  discharge  of  the  duty  which  they  owed 
to  the  nation  at  this  time.  But  he  had  been  dia- 
appointed.  Gentlemen  seemed  to  think  thia  a 
propitious  time  to  pressasubject  calculated  to  ere* 
ate  animosities  and  discord.  No  possible  tpod 
could  result  from  a  discussion  of  the  claim.  Oea- 
tlemen  mast  be  convinced  that  they  wooU  i^are 
the  American  character  by  stooping  to  exaaune  a 
claim  founded  in  bribery,  perJun^,  aod  eomiption. 
1  am  sorry  to  say,  observed  Mr.  B.,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor of  a  respectable  State  bas  t^ken  advantage 
of  bis  elevated  situation,  to  press  upon  the  Hooaa 
a  private  claim.  Intfaat  station  I  amsorry  tosar 
that  he  has  become  the  advocate  of  fraud  and 
corruption.  But  I  did  not  rise  to  go  into  a  dis- 
cussion. I  rose  to  say  that  if  discussion  doescrat- 
tinue  upoo  this  motion,  with  a  view  to  force  upon 
us  the  merits  of  the  claim,  I  shall  move  aa  indef- 
inite postponemuit  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Gabonbr  was  ie  favor  of  adopting  the  m»- 
tion.  After  having  spoken  twice  on  the  sobjeel— 
as  often  as  he  could  speak  without  special  le«ve — 
it  was  not  surprising  that  the  geotlemaa  shoold 
wish  to  postpone  the  debate.  The  gentlemen 
from  Georgia  aeuaed  to  be  very  warm  on  thia 
motion,  with  great  warmth,  »lso,  bad  they  «»- 
|>OBed  the  reference  of  the  memorial  on  the  aub- 
jecL  He  had  heard  these  nntlcmen  aecoae  tbcii 
ova  Stale  goTcnument  oi  hriberf  and  cormptioo. 
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Ther  must  hare  some  foandation  for  Uiis,  or  thej 
iroald  not  doit.  But,  of  this  bribery  and  corrup- 
tioD,  Mr.  Q.  kaew  not;  he  wished  the  matter  to 
be  iarestigated,  and  was  ia  faror  of  the  mode  dow 
proposed.  It  was  a  pretty  importaat  subject ;  it 
Mugbi  have  beeo  iavesUgated  hj  some  geotlenieD ; 
bnt  of  Yazoo  he  kuew  notfaiDg  but  what  be  bad 
leuned  since  he  arrired  here.  According  to  the 
■sage  of  deliberative  bodies,  to  admit  counsel  to 
inTcsti^fate  matters  before  the  House,  he  coald 
trust  himself  to  admit  this  agent,  and  so  sfaoold 
▼ote. 

Hr.  Chakdur  oboerred  that  he  should  rote  in 
fcvor  of  tbe  motion,  as  a  precedent  was  shown  in 
which  similar  iodulgence  had  been  granted  to 
other  claimants.  Much  had  been  said  about  the 
rabjeet's  being  thoroagblf  investigated.  It  might 
hare  been,  bat  it  bad  oot  been  since  he  had  held 
a  seal  in  this  House.  Whenever  it  bad  appeared 
faere  it  had  been  put  down  by  hard  words,  and  the 
cry  erf"  "  Yazoo  P'  He  wished  to  know,  in  some 
way,  the  reasons,  pro  and  con — to  hear  both  sides 
of  the  question.  As  to  the  Oovemor  of  Massa- 
chosetis  adroeaiin^  an  indiTidnat  claim,  tbe  gen- 
tlemaii  from  Georgia  was  misinformed.  Mr.  C. 
hmd  understood  that  the  QoTernor  did  not  possess 
■  e«t  of  pfoperty  in  the  claim,  nor  was  he  capa- 
ble of  lakiag  adraotage  of  his  official  capacity  to 
•dvoeate  fruid  and  ewraption. 

Hr.  Bibb  said  he  would  oDly  obserre  that  he 
had  been  informed  by  a  eolleagve  of  the  gentle- 
vao  who  was  last  up,  that  QoTeraor  SuUivao  was 
one  of  the  claimants. 

Mr.  Ufhah  obserred  that,  althouffh  he  was  a 
Represeatatife  from  Massachusetts,  Ae  was  sot 
aeqaainted  with  the  subject;  be  knew  not  its 
merits  or  demerits.  At  all  erents,  the  claim  was 
intricate.  If  it  was  founded  in  corruption  and 
fraud  and  perjury,  and  supported  by  falsehood,  he 
shf«ld  like  to  know.  But  he  was  not  willing,  be- 
cause of  these  obserTatioos,  made  hy  gentlemeo, 
to  say  that  it  was  founded  in  corruption  and  fraud 
and  peijary,  or  that  it  was  supported  by  falsehood. 
He  wished  to  ezamise  this,  as  he  would  all  other 
olaims.  There  seemed  to  be  something  Tery  aw- 
fol  eva  in  the  name  of  Yazoo ;  if  tfaat  was  the 
case,  he  should  Ito  to  know  the  whole  of  it ;  and 
if  h«  foand  it  so  eonrupt,  he  sbraH  gin  his  rote 
against  it,  and  feel  as  mneh  indignation'  at  it  as 
may  ceatleman.  But  what  reason,  under  Hearen, 
eoold  there  be,  why  this  should  not  take  tbe  usu- 
al eoone,  m  why  should  then  be  so  much  canse 
for  irritation  7  As  fkr  as  he  anderstood  it,  he  could 
■oc  see  why.  Although  many  seemed  to  under- 
stand the  irtiole  matter,  it  should  be  recollected 
dkat  there  were  frfty-eight  or  fifty  new  members, 
who,  perhaps,  did  not  nnderstaod  the  merits  of 
the  (loestion.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  pre- 
Tail,  and  timt  they  Aoold-bear  the  prayer -of  the 
daiaiania. 

Mr.  LovB  remarked  that  it  was  indeed  true  that 
th«e  were  many  new  members,  but  soch  had 
feecB  the  discossioQ  whkh  bad  taken  {dace  alica- 
dy  oa  the  sntqeet,  with  the  repetition  by  its  pub- 
lication  ia  the  newsmcrL  that  he  felt  perfeetljr 
liqaiedcoToccoBAesalgeet  HedidnoCthink 
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it  necessary,  on  this  occasion,  to  travel  out  of  the 
usual  course;  and  no  ai^uraents  had  been  used  in 
support  of  the  admission  of  counsel  in  this  ease^ 
that  would  itot  appt^  with  equal  force  to  any 
claim  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DoBBLL  said  that  there  was  something  in 
this  claim  which  required  that  it  should  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House,  in  contradistinction  from 
eomm<Hi claims.  Heeooceired  theYazooclaimto 
be  of  the  first  importance ;  hedid  not  believe  there 
was  any  indiTidnal  claim  of  a  eitizeu  against  the 
United  States  <rf  equal  magoitnde.  If  gentlemea, 
in  discussing  this  and  like  subjeets,  would  use  ar- 
gument and  reason,  instead  of  rambling  at  la^e, 
and  eodeavOTtngto  excite  tbe  passions,  it  wonldnot 
be  difficult  to  decide  on  the  propriety  ofgrantlng  or 
rejecting  the  prayer  of  the  petition.  There  were 
two  points  in  this  case  proper  for  consideration ; 
1.  Was  the  principle  correct,  that  this  House 
sbould,  in  any  case,  admit  an  advocate  at  the  bar 
of  this  House  to  urge  or  demonstrate  the  right  of 
a  petitioner  1  2.  Was  this  a  case  of  that  descrip- 
tion? He  had  no  doubt  that  tbe  priaeiplewas 
correct  that  advocates  should  be  admitted,  in 
snpport  of  which  preoedeuts  had  been  quoted. 
Had  there  been  no  precedent,  however,  be  should 
not  hare  doubted.  -  By  the  Constitution  the  gpod 
people  of  the  United  States  had  certaioljr  a  right 
of  presenlin|;  their  petitions.  In  bisnind,  it  foUow^ 
ed  conclusively  that  they  bad  a  right  of  beinp 
heard  by  themselres  or  counsel.  It  was  the  uni- 
rersal  practice  in  all  the  State  goremmeDts  with 
which  be  was  acquainted.  He  supposed  it  to  fol- 
low, of  course.  It  was  oot  presumable  that  gen- 
tlemen of  this  or  of  any  delioeratire  body  should 
intuitively  know  the  merits  of  any  case.  It  was 
certainly  necessary,  in  order  to  pass  uuderstand- 
ingly  in  every  case,  that  its  merits  should  be 
known.  How  get  at  them?  Not  by  reading  the 
petition  merely.  It  was  not  presumable  that  aa 
ageat  of  the  claimant  aboutd  be  found  in  a  mem- 
ber of  tbe  Legislature.  He  knew  no  course,  then, 
but  to  let  in  the  petitioner,  or,  which  was  tbe 
same  thing,  his  agent.  If,  then,  it  was  right  ia 
principlej  was  the  ease  before  them  such  a  ooe  as 
to  make  it  necessary  that  this  privilege  should  be 
allowed  f  Several  considnations  occurred  in  fla- 
vor of  it.  It  was  a  case  of  magnitude,  of  great 
importance  in  pointof  property,none  more  so  that 
be  knew.  Why  were  gentlemen  agitated  about 
it?  Why  were  the  Representatives  from  the 
State  of  Oeorgia  agitated  about  it  ?  Tbey  want- 
ed tbe  business  to  be  kept  back  to  prevent  the 
Hooae  from  being  agitated.  Surely  tbe  single 
consideration  that  there  was  fiAy  new  members, 
would  call  for  a  discussion  and  fair  examination 
of  the  subject.  He  was  a  new  member ;  he  had 
no  interest  in  tbe  claim  to  which  the  petition  re- 
ferred, nor  did  he  know  that  there  was  a  drop  of 
his  blood  in  any  one  who  was  connected  in  tbe 
claim  to  the  amount  of  one  cent;  but  he  was  un- 
acquainted with  the  merits  of  tbe  case,  and  wisb- 
:  ed  to  koow  bow  to  get  at  them.  He  wished,  in 
all  eases,  but  more  particularly  in  importanteases, 
to  deeide  nnderstandingly.  How  eoold  be  now 
io  decide  ?  By  lh«  iniornttlion  wikieh  the  ^ea* 
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Uemea  from  Georgia  should  eire  him?  That 
might  possibly  be  all  on  one  side ;  for  these  gea- 
tlemen  wished  it  not  to  be  disturbed,  not  to  be  agi- 
tated either  io  this  House  or  with  the  pablic  at 
lar^.  As  he  could  not  obtaia  information  on  the 
^subject  in  any  other  way,  he  shoald  vote  foi  the 
lesolutioD. 

Mr.  MAanas  eould  not  see  the  necessity  of 
hearing  eonosel  at  the  bar.  If  it  were  to  get  at 
the  merits  of  the  ease,  the  ftets  were  generally 
known.  If  a  statnuent  of  faets  was  wanted,  let 

a  committee  report  them ;  thejr  coold  not  be  got 
at  by  hearing  counwt  on  one  side  of  the  question. 
It  would  form  a  daneerons  precedent;  and  he 
hoped,  therefore,  that  (his  subject  would  take  the 
same  coarse  as  others  of  a  like  nature. 

Mr.  WiTBEBELL  Said,  it  bad  been  shown,  by  a 
precedent,  that  the  House  had  once  deviated  from 
the  common  track  to  pursue  a  course  from  which 
he  should  ever  revolt ;  and  he  certainty  felt  it  bis 
duty  to  state  that,  ia  no  possible  case  which  be 
had  ever  heard  of,  would  he  rote  for  the  admis- 
sion of  counsel.  If  there  be  any  case  of  claim, 
said  be,  which  demuids  a  coarse  similar  to  that 
contemplKted  by  the  resototioo  before  us,  it  is  in 
favor  of  the  hoaseleas  foreigner,  who  comes  to 
yon  with  a  just  claim,  hut  who  wants  friends  to 
support  it.  Has  this  course  been  taken  in  regard  . 
tosuch  7  No ;  a  poor  old  Frenchman  who,  thirty  ' 
years  ago,  fought  the  battles  of  this  couotry— 
when  be  offered  his  petition  for  remuneration  of 
honest  services,  did  be  ask  for  admission  of  coun- 
sel in  his  favor  ?  No ;  he  knew  it  would  not  be 
granted.  He  was,  indeed,  friendless,  in  compari- 
Bon  with  those  who  now  ask  the  privilege.  Ihave 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  claimants  have 
friends  enough  on  this  floor — more  than  you  are 
aware  of— and  the  ultimate  vote  will  ooovinoe 
you  of  it.  But  when  great  questions  are  pend- 
ing, as  DOW,  this,  of  afl  claims  which  could  be 
pomted  out,  is  the  most  improper  for  discussion. 
If  gentlemen  wish  an  elucidation  of  facts,  can 
they  have  them  better  from  the  mouth  of  an  ora- 
tor Uian  from  a  paper  laid  on  the  table.  I  say 
Bodiing  of  the  merits  or  jntiee  of  the  case ;  but 
though  a  new  member,  I  am  not  alttwether  nnae- 

Sainted  with  it ;  nor  are  there  many  in  the  House 
„  lorant  of  it,  who  have  lived  a  fourth  part  of  a 
century.  Let  it  uke  the  natural  course,  that  the 
plain  facts,  unadorned  or  eofbellisbed,  may  pre- 
sent themseltes  totbe  ondersundtng  of  the  House. 
That  I  never  may,  while  these  walls  stand  around 
me,  have  occasion  to  rise  again  on  the  subject,  I 
now  enter  my  eternal  protest  against  it. 

Mr.  Trodp  said,  they  were  not  permitted  to 
avoid  a  discussion  on  this  snbject.  With  every 
dispositioo  to  etpre&s  ourselves  with  coolness, 
said  he,  gentletnen  have  not  permitted  us  to  do  it; 
they  have  gone  into  the  merits  of  the  question,  and 
censured  us  for  expressing  an  opinion.  I  oppose 
the  admission  of  these  persons,  not  on  account  of 
mywlf;  I  speak  for  the  dignity  of  the  House.  It 
would  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me.  individ- 
ually, how  many  praetisiog  attorneys  were  ad- 
mitted within  the  bar  of  the  House  to  advocate 
theslaim;  bat,  If  loeh  a  penon  were  admitted, 


if  he  did  not  confine  himself  to  the  most  indebi- 
table  facts,  and  these  established  by  the  most  ua- 
questionable  testimony,  I  would  arrest  him  ia 
every  step  of  his  progress ;  a  situation  most  luifa* 
vorable  to  rational  and  satisfactory  invettigation. 
Why  are  we  so  anxiously  opposed  to  this  diim, 
we  are  asked  7  Is  it  not  obvious,  if  you  compca- 
BBte  the  daim,  yon  determine  that  Qetngia  bad 
no  right  to  pass  her  resdndiug  act  j  and  if  yoa 
determine  Georgia  had  no  right  to  pass  her  te- 
seinding  act,  you  declare,  io  fact,  that  sbefraadi^ 
teotly  sold  yon  the  property  of  the  claitnaabf 
For  another  reason,  too,  which  comes  home  to 
the  feeliogs  of  every  man.  Wheoan  infantSuH, 
as  GeoEgia  was  in  ue  year  179S,  rising  to  cone- 

Siuenee  by  her  owo  resources,  wub  a  character  to 
orm  and  credit  to  establish,  its  people  well  dis- 
posed and  ambitious  of  an  honest  fame ;  wba 
such  a  State  u  blasted  in  its  first  buddiof  by  the 
pestiferous  breath  of  this  foul  monster,  Y^'"''  ^ 
IS  enough  to  stir  up,  in  any  man  of  sensibility  for 
hfs  country,  the  most  angry  pamioas ;  and  if  ve 
are  intemperate,  we  seek  our  justiScaiion  tad 
apology  in  the  integrity  of  the  House.  We 
Dot  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  claim,  when  «b 
are,  iu  this  way,  driven  into  a  desultory  dwjnsaoa 
against  our  will.  The  aubjeet  is  not  ht&n  the 
House  J  we  shall  speak  in  another  manner  whea 
we  come  to  the  merits  of  the  main  question.  We 
are  told  here,  over  and  over  again,  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  harmony  is  all-important;  tbtf  tbe 
crisis  demands  union;  that  the  state  of  oar  na- 
tional affairs  demands  it ;  and  yet  we  cannot  pr^ 
eeedone  step  io  the  public  busmess,  but  a  Yazoo 
memorial,  or  some  such  thing,  is  ushered  is,  to 
awaken  all  the  dormant  and  turbalent  emotions, 
by  the  very  geotlemeQ  who  are  the  first  to  cry 
peace,  when  ii  seems  they  are  determined  thm 
shall  be  no  peace.  Let  gentlemen  give  us  credit 
for  our  moderation  and  forbearanoe ;  let  those  be 
esteemed  the  real  friends  of  this  most  admif^ 
system  of  Admioistration,  who  set  their  Aoas 
against  corruption  io  everv  shape;  who  strive  tn 
purge  the  country  of  the  kirieM  banditti  which 
infests  every  comer  it— of  Yaxooiaii,  whieh  ii 
the  mother  of  corraption.  It  has  been  ^led  by 
my  colleague,  that  the  interfaeence  of  the 
latnre  of  MassachnsetU  has  been  ni^ieeomiOA 
improper,  and  unworthy  of  her.  Iiaysotooi  li 
Maaaaehusetta— I  do  not  mean  the  people  of  that 
State;  for  I  believe  them  to  be  geoerally  viiiii- 
ous  and  well-disposed  ;  but,  if  the  goremmcat  of 
Massachusetts  will  array  herself  against  Georm 
and  on  the  side  of  Yasoo  cormption ;  if  she  w3i 
prostitute  her  power  and  sovereignty  to  the  basest 
and  vilest  of  all  porposes,  let  4iIt  stand-to  the  esa- 
sequence.  And  if  mi  Qovernor,  as  my  ooUei^w 
has  told  you,  will  desoend  from  the  dtcnityof  bis 
station  to  patronise  Yazoo ;  if  he  will  prostitntt 
the  dignity  of  bis  high  office  to  the  naost  igao- 
Ue  purposes,  he  ot^hl  to  bt  tmnblad  from  his 
seat ;  and  I  trust  there  is  rirtne  enough  in  Hb»- 
saehnsetts  to  put  faim  down.  Has  the  gentlenaa 
from  MassachoKtts  read  the  Yazoo  menaoriall  I 
did  read  it,  and  was  thtmdentroek.  What  doat 
this  Qoretnor  say  ?  That  the  rii^tioa  of  elaioi 
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ift  m  ftM  eoDntty,  i*  a  viokUon  of  Audamcntat 
•■MNM,  and  nwT  lead  to  a  Tiolatioa  of  iha  soeial 


raaj 

Mnpaet?  ThisGoTernorSalliranthRatensjrou 
wnb  a  Tiolatioa  of  the  loeial  compact ;  ihii  man 
of  Taxoo  fam^  and  of  ^tpecalatiog  morals,  threat- 
tm  yoa  with  a  dissolvtioa  of  tbe  social  compact ; 
ke  porposes  to  marsh  his  thirty  tboasaod  meo  into 
the  Miaiiasippi  Territory ;  and  this  agent,  whom 
it  m  proposed  to  introduce,  is  his  pioneer.  Is  not 
what  I  have  stated  a  fact?  It  is  to  Uack  aad 
white,  and  now  on  record,  that  tbe  Governor  of 
■anachaxetts  has  thas  threatened  you ;  and  yet 
geademen  can  express  their  wonder  and  astonini- 
meat  that  we  hare  feelkigs,  and  expreei  then.  He 
hoped  the  moticm  would  be  rejected. 

■fr.  CuiiDLni  Mid,  thai  the  very  decent  and 
inodeit  manner  in  whieh  the  gentleman  from 
Ckoma  had  treated  the  Goremor  and  Lnislatore 
f€  3dS«aa«hi»e«>,  wonid  need  bat  UiUe  reply. 
Gentlemen  wontd  jnd^  whether  that  decency, 
which  is  always  requisite,  had  been  obserred. 
The  Qorernor,  in  that  case,  bad  acted  in  obedi- 
ence to  an  order  of  the  Legislature  ;  it,  tben,  be- 
came his  dnty ;  and  be  had  no  more  than  eom- 
pliad  with  it. 

As  to  tbe  claim,  said  Mr.  C,  I  know  nothing, 
m  J  bare  said  before.  I  bare  repeatedly  heard  it 
aaid  here^  that  tbe  Legislature  of  Qeorgia,  which 
or^tnated  it,  was  corrupt,  and  I  do  not  doubt  tbe 
ftet ;  or  that  they  were  corrupted  by  people  oat  of 
Ocorata.  Bat  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  very  ex- 
traoriiaarr  that  there  should  be  such  an  objeotion 
to  hmn  light  thrown  on  the  sobject ;  and  all  the 
{Mitimiers  ask  is,  that  they  may  be  beard^that  the 
tlBBS  may  ba  fiiirly  investigated ;  and  it  would 
Mt  ae  a  great  injury  to  ^enuemea  once  more  tb 
tank  their  attention  to  this  subject. 

iir.  Eppsa  said,  hrhad  not  been  present  -ftrben 
tfie  original  memorial  was  presented  to  the  HoUse 
this  scssioo  ;  bat  he  supposed  that  the  unusual  re- 
flect shown  to  this  subject,  on  tbe  present  occa- 
aoB,  was  owing  to  tbe  respectful  form  in  which 
it  bad  been  prMUced  to  tbe  House.  It  bas  beeome 
ftahioaable  to  sar,  ofaserred  Mr.  that  tbese 
T»oa  elaiioanU  hare  never  had  a  fair  chance  of 
hnagiag  tbeir  claim  before  the  public.  What  is 
the  net  ?  Tbe  first  year  in  which  I  bad  the  hon- 
a  seat  in  this  Hoase.  tbe  subject  was  fully 
aai^  diseussed  ;  in  tne-second,  also,  as  weU 
aa  Tuiaai  other  periods ;  and  eyery  man  liTing 
ia  a  eaaalrf  where  aewapapera  eireulaied,  i«  weU 
aayiaiaied  with  it  Ic  ie«n»  Uiat  the  olaiin  is 
mnr  hpoaght  forward  in  a  new  form,  likea  seonn- 
dnl  iaflroaoced  into  decent  company  in  a  new 
gHfe^n^  indies  to  become  the  head  of  the  com- 
fBMf  iatowfaiehbewastntrodnced.  Lastaeasion, 
the  daim  was  rejected  here ;  it  has  been  renewed, 
oader  a  rcspeetable  anthority.  But,  because  we 
have  treated  die  memorial  of  a  Btate  with  res^et, 
ara  we  toadmit  one  of  the  gang  interested  in  the 
■origiaalfnad  within  our  walls)  I  hope  not  Let 
tkc  aaoM  coarse  be  pursued  with  this  claim  as 
with  amy  other ;  at  least,  let  not  an  odloas  dis- 
tiaacHM  M  made  in  their  Ihvor.  Hare  rou  not 
been  loM  of  a  renerable  patriot,  now  hobbling  in 
joar  lobhf,  wboae  akita  you  refbaed  to  hear  by 


counsel  t  And  wfll  you  grant  to  Tasoe  epeeii- 
tatora  the  privilege  which  yon  refused  to  him  f 
Tfab  very  company,  who  now  pray  for  a  heariogf 
might  hare  been  heretofore  heard,  and  why  wera 
they  not  t  They  were,  then,  perfectly  indiffareat 
about  a  compromise ;  thejr  would,  indeed,  hara 
accepted  a  compromise,  if  offered,  but  they  were 
not  anxious  alxnit  it ;  they  wished  to  frighten  the 
nation  into  an  act  of  injustice.  But  now  the  ta- 
bles are  turned;  the  laws  of  last  seuioB,  or  the 
sessioo'before,  hare  put  down  Yazooism  loreTer; 
have  taught  them  to  come  forward  now,  and  claim 
a  right  wniohj  five  years  ago,  they  spurned.  When* 
ever  this  subject  is  brought  up,  I  shall  meet  it  in 
every  form,  and^  so  long  as  I  am  able,  oppose  it 
with  my  roiee. 

Mr.  QoiROY  said,  it  seemed  to  him  in  general 
practice,  that  argument  on  this  floor,  for  the  illns- 
tratioa  of  any  general  pointy  was  expedient;  and, 
in  this  case,  the  main  argument  ui^ed  fay  tbe  gen-^ 
tletnan  from  Georgia,  andotber&  was  a  reason  why 
the  course  of  which  a  preoedent  nad  been  produced 
should  be  pursued ;  that  they  ought  to  keep  them- 
selves in  good  humor  with  one  another,  and  tbat, 
therefore,  a  sobject  of  this  kind  should  not  be  dis- 
cussed between  them.  Mr.  d-  acquiesced  with 
gentlemen,  in  the  opinion  that  tbis  was  not  a  time 
when  those  passions  should  be  introduced,  which 
this  subject  was  calculated  to  excite }  but  it  was 
asnbjectfrom  which  they  could  not  shrink,  which 
they  mutt  meet,  because  it  was  a  subject  con- 
nected with  their  official  duty,  and  expose  them 
as  it  would  to  the  censure  or  neiaonalities  of  other 
gentlemen,  they  must  see  tnat  the  snligeot  was 
fairly  presented  to  the  members  trf  tliis  Hoas& 
particularly  to  those  who  ware  new  membei^  and 
had  never  yet  had  an  oppoitoatty  of  heuring  dia- 
cussion  on  this  sobject.  Now,  maeh  time  would 
be  saved,  much  irritating  atgoment  avoided,  and 
tbe  public  good  promoted,  if  an  indiTidaal  wera 
admitted  on  the  floor  to  state  the  general  prinei- 

files  of  the  claim  of  the  petitioners,  who  would  re- 
rain  from  making  any  observations  which  wonld 
have  a  tendency  to  excite  irritation,  and  press  hu 
observations  no  further  than  the  House  should 

filease  to  attend  to  them.  The  prayer  was  tbei:e- 
6re  reasonable.  Discussion  on  the  subject  could 
not  be  restrained  ;  it  had  become  actually  neces- 
sary. It  was  impossible  for  a  B«nresentative  from 
Uusaehnsetts  to  stand  on  this  floor  and  not  rep- 
resent the  opinions  whioh  then  prevailed.  Bii^ 
wne  an  opiwrtnnity  given  br  ue  admission  « 
an  advocate  to  relieve  themsaves  from  that  ne- 
cessity, much  time  of  the  House  would  be  sand) 
andpurion  jvevented. 

With  respect  to  the  precedent  which  had  been 
addtned,  and  the  attempts  to  make  a  discrimina- 
tion between  that  case  and  the  present,  Mr.  CU 
observed  that  the  circumstances  of  each  were  sim- 
ilar. Tbe  former  was  an  old  claim — this  was,  also. 
The  former  was  a  claim  In  which  the  public  were 
deeply  interested,  from  tbe  nature  of  the  claim*- 
80  was  this.  There  was  also  another  circunutanee 
which  had  not  been  noticed,  and  which  ought  to 
have  weight.  The  former  was  a  claim  from  Uie 
Virpaia  aad  South  Can^ina  cmnpaay— thia  waa 
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a  eltim  from  a  Massaehosetis  ewnpaDf.  Id  the 
one  caw,  an  advocate  of  the  claim  was  heard  at 
the  bar — in  this  case,  it  was  iasisied  that  it  shoold 
be  denied.  This  was  a  question  which  was  erow- 
ing  iolo  a  local  question,  more  than  gentlemea 
would  allow  or  believe.  He  would  act  justify  the 
claim,  or  enter  into  its  merits  at  this  time.  In 
Mataachusetts,  a  sentiment,  feeling,  and  interest, 
existed  on  this  subject,  very  difierent  from  what 
was  generally  «ndentood  by  the  members  on  this 
flow*  With  respect  to-the  observation  of  the  geo- 
tkman  from  Georgia,  on  the  memorial  of  Oov-^ 
eroor  Sullivan,  Mr.  observed  that  the  passage 
alluded  to  was  by  no  means  an  expression  of  threat 
to  the  House,  but  of  a  reflection  presented  to  the 
House  for  its  consideration,  wbetber  or  not  such 
principles  as  these  did  tend  to  the  dissolution  of 
the  social  compact.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Efpes)  bad  told  them  that  the  law  of 
bst  session  had  pot  this  question  down.  In  doing 
this,  had  they  not  put  down  the  Judiciary  power 
of  the  United  States?  It  was  indeed  true,  that 
they  could  put  down  any  claim  by  putting  down 
law.  There  was  also  another  consideration  which 
he  would  put  to  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia, 
merely  for  their  reflection,  as  it  respected  tbe  effect 
which  ibeir  warmth  might  have  upon  moi's  minds 
in  other  parts  of  the  Union.  It  was  trui^  a  oon- 
sidenihle  zeal  existed  against  this  claim  in  some 
<Mr  the  Somhem  States,  but  men  interested  them- 
selves would  remember  one  fact,  that^  froni  the 
tenor  of  the  compact,  as  he  understood  it,  tbe  very 
land  wbich  these  men  claimed  did  revert  to  the 
State  of  Georgiauafier  a  certain  term,  if  not  granted 
to  claimants.  That  State,  therefore,  and  its  Rep- 
reBentaiives,  had  a  strong  individual  interest  to 
put  down  every  claim  of  this  kind ;  for,  id  the 
result  of  no  grant  being  made,  they  would<^— 

Mr.  Eppes  begged  leave  here  to  interrupt  the 
gentleman,  to  teU  bim  that  he  was  totally  mista- 
Ken.  The  compact  said  that  it  should  revert  to 
the  United  Statat,  and  become  a  common  fund. 

Mr.  CloiMCT  said  be  was  then  muinformed.  He 
wished  his  own  mind,  and  that'of  every  other  gen- 
deman,  to  be  kejpt  clear  and^uDObscured  by  local 
prejudice  or  individual  passions ;  aad  he  believed 
It  would  tend  to  create  narmony  that  the  subject 
should  undergo  an  iUustratton,and  that  they  should 
coolly  decide  on  the  prayer  of  tha  claimants. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  in  ordinarv  cases  it  was  not  per- 
haps proper  to  admit  counsel;  for,  if  counsel  were 
admitted  to  support  all  claims,  it  would  occupy 
so  much  of  their  time  that  they  would  not  be  able 
to  proceed  with  public  business.  It  must  be  in 
extraordinary  cases  only  that  counctel  should  be 
admitted— in  cases  of  such  magnitude  and  import- 
ance that  tbe  admission  of  counsel  could  not  inter- 
fere with  the  general  course  of  business.  Was 
this,  theiL  a  claim  of  sufficient  importance  t  It 
amotuitea  to  several  millions  of  acres  of  land,  the 
Tftlne  0^  which  was  estimated  at  several  millions 
of  dolUrs—perhaps  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the 
whole  annual  revenue  of  the  United  Slates.  It 
aflbcted  a  vast  territory,  which  the  United  States 
had  sold,  the  value  of  which  would  be  materially 
«Sbcted  by  Ut«  right  of  it  being  cleftred  fronaU 


doubt.   This  claim  was  therefore  oenMCtedwith 
the  great  question  of  public  policy  as  to  iu  settle*  i 
meat  by  compromise  on  general  principle,  as  all  ' 
great  territorial  questions  had  been  settled  by  com-  i 
promise.   This  mode  of  settlemrat  had  also  been  i 
recommended  by  commissioners  of  tbe  Uniied 
States.   This  wiu,  therefore,  a  claim  of  a  pecu-  , 
liar  character.   He  could  not  see  why  the  geatle- 
men  from  Geo^ta  should  not  express  peeuUarfeel' 
ings.   Their  feelings  as  men,  aad  as  «BtlenK&. 
were  operated  upon  by  the  fediogs  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  which  appeared  to  be  jweeise^  agauut 
the  claim'.   And  no  doubt  the  gentlemen  fioB 
Georgia  thought  this  a  perfectly  iotquitont  and 
base  business ;  they  felt  intensely  io  tbisoaK,fro» 
their  peculiar  situation.   Other  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, perhaps  looked  at  the  subject  through  a  dif- 
ferent medium.  He  was  not  disposed,  particularly 
at  this  time,  to  enter  into  an  examination  of  faeti^ 
but,  one  reason  why  he  did  not  consider  it  entirely 
unworthy  of  consideration,  was,  that  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  tbe  United  Sutes  to  exam- 
ine had  reported  in  favor  of  a  compromise.  Had 
any  new  fact  or  demonstration  of  turpitude  or  co^ 
ruption  occurred  since  the  Commissioners  made 
their  report     any  new  eridenee  of  pn^igacy  3 
Had  not  the  ComiaissioDen  who  were  anwinled 
to  examine  claims  to  Westarn  territory  fall  en^ 
deuce  before  them  on  this  subject  ? 

Mr.  1'rodp  begged  that  tbe  gentleman  would 
not  proceed  furtMr  into  the  meriu  of  the  claim^ 
as,  by  so  doing,  be  would  compel  Mr.  T.  to  go  at 
this  time  into  a  full  examination  of  it,  conUaryto 
his  wish.' 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  would  not,  then,  proceed  fur- 
ther op  that  point ;  but  there  was  one  bearing  of 
the  present  question  which  he  would  notice — whe- 
ther the  Commiseiooers  were  not  persons  whose 
opinions  gentlemen  themselves  ought  to  respeet- 
Ii,  said  Mr.  D.,  we  are  by  a  vote  now  to  reject  this 
application,  we  shall  mark  tbe  claim  with,  pecu- 
liar reprobadon.  What  will  be  tbe  event  of  that 
vote,  OS  it  respects  its  ultimate  bearing?  What 
will  be  said  of  tbe  persons  who  have,  in  their  offi- 
cial capacity  as  Commissioners,  spoken  lavocaUy 
of  the  claims?    What  must  tbe  nation  thiakof 
this  House,  or  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislatnra, 
when  they  pass  a  vote  of  rej>robBtion  on  those  to 
whom  they  have  given  «rvidence  of  preference, 
and  seemed  to  approve  as  qualified  to  fill  high  offi- 
ces?  It  is  a  subject  of  common  report,  that  duF- 
iog  tbe  last  month  a  very  considecable  proportioa 
of  members  of  this  House  assembled  in  tbe  Senate 
Chamber,  and  there  considered  the  questitHi  who 
should  succeed  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of 
tbe  Union ;  and  that  a  majority  ofgentlemen  there 
present  did  designate  as  a  proper  person  for  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  a  gentleman  who  was, 
one  of  the  Coramissionefs  appointed  on  this  Ya- 
zoo claim.  It  is  true,  1  andf  some  of  my  friends- 
did  not  receive  an  invitation  to  i^  though  we  have 
made  no  secret  of  onr  republicanism,  even  in  these 
days  of  secrecy }  but  I  know  this  from  report.  IC 
you  reject  this  claim,  you  imply  that  the  eharw- 
ter  of  this  person  is  not  sufficiently  stern  in  eon-i 
siderations  of  this  kind.  I  therefore  anbnut  to  the 
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eoMidmticB  of  the  Home}  whetber-this  is  not  a 
jffoper  eoDvideratioD  in  ftror  of  the  admitftion  of 
thill  mgent  to  expUtn  the  claim. 
The  qneMim  on  the  reiolaiioD  was  takea  br 
ana  miys,  and  negitiTod— 28  to  76,  as  fol- 

T>AS — ^Ezekiel  Bacon,  Joseph  Barker,  Epaphrodi- 
tH  Champion,  Jobs  Chandler,  Marttn  Chittenden, 
Ordiard  Oook^  Biohard  CnHfl,  Samnal  W.  Dana,  John 
DttTRiport,  jr.,  Joaiah  Deanet  Dsnid  M.  DnrsU,  Jamas 
Effioti  WtlUan  Ely,  Franoa  Gardner,  John  Harria, 
Janea  Htdland,  Daniel  Ible;,  WiUiam  Kirkpatrick,  H  at- 
Ihflw  Lyoo,  Jonathan  O.  Afosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
ioabh  Qninqr*  WiUiam  Stedman.  Lewis  B.  Storges, 
8n«el  Tanait,  Beuamin  Tallmtdge,  Jabez  Upliain, 
and  raUan  K.  Van  Renssdaer. 

KATa~ETan  Alexander,  liemuel  J.  Abton,  WilUs 
Alston,  jr.,  Borwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Wil- 
liam Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomaa  B[ount,  John 
Boyle.  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butlor,  Joamh  Calhoun,  Creorge  W.  Campbell,  Mat- 
Aew  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Clopton,  Howell 
CoU),  J<4n  Dawmm,  Joamh  Daaha,  J<Aul  W.  Eppaa, 
WaBam  rindley.  Madud:  FnnUin,  James  M.  6ar> 
■ett.  Edwin  Gray,  laaiah  L.  Green,  WiDtam  Helms, 
Wflliam  Hoge,  David  Hoimea,  Beniamin  Howard,  Ro- 
bert Jenkina,  Walter  Jonea,  James  Kelly,  Thos.  Ketuo, 
Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Iiamberl,  Joseph  Lewia,^rv, 
John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Joaiah 
Master*,  William  McCreery,  WiUiam  MUnor,  Daniel 
Montgomery,  jr.,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  'Morrow, 
GurdoD  8.  Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton,  John  Pngh,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylrania,  Matthias 
Bjeharrts,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  Ebeneier  Sea- 
TO,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smifie,  Samiiel 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford. 
Peter  Swait,  John  Taylor,  Abram  I'rigg,  George  M. 
Troup,  James  I. Van  Allen,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,'Arcb- 
ibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jeaee  Wharton, 
Isaac  Wilboor,  Matmadake  Willianu,  Alexander  Wil- 
aon,  Richard  Winn,  and  James  Withercli. 

So  the  motion  to  admit  Mr.  Story  was  rejected. 

Monday,  Febroary  15. 

An  eorrossed  bill  makine  additional  compensa- 
tion to  the  marshals  of  the  Districts  of  North 
Carolina  and  New  Jenejr  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Ao  en^OBsed  bid  raakiag  appropriatioos  for 
eftnyiog  into  effisct  certain  Inaran  treaties  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Hoose  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
47  to  ^  OD  the  bill  coQcerniog  puUic  contracts. 
The  bill  was  gone  through  without  debat^  and, 
OD  mod  on  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  Cottnittee  rose 
aad  reported  the  bill;  which  irts,  without  debate, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  46  to  27. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President,  of  the 
cwenty-sereotli^  of  October  last,  as  relates  to  the 
Military  and  Naval  Establishments,  and  who 
were  iastraeted  by  a  resolution  of  the  Hous«,  of 
the  eleTCBtb  instant,  'Mo  inqaire  into  the  ezpedi- 
«aey  of  antfaoriziDg  (be  President  of  the  United 

States  to  procure,  as  soon  as  practicable,  stand 

of  arms,  to  be  deposited  in  safe  aod  sailable  placu 
for  tbe  setTtce  of  the  United  States,"  made  a  re- 


iport  in  part,  thereon ;  wfaieh  was  read  atid  con- 
sidered: Whereupon, 

Jimthed,  That  the  sum  of  dollars  be  a(>- 

propriated  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  procure  by  purchase,  or  by  causing  the 

same  to  be  manufactured,  stand  of  arms  for 

the  tise  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  deposited  in 
safe  and  suitable  places. 

Ordered.  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 

Earsuant  to-  the  sud  resi^ution;  and  that  Mr. 
>AweoN,  Mr.HGLMs,Mr.  Rea,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  BoTLEB,  Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Champion,  aod 
Mn  Stosgr,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Mr.  Dawson,  from  the  committee,  to  whom 
was  committed,  on  the  tweDty-serenth  ultimo, 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  actfixiog 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  Uditei 
States,"  reported  the  same  to  the  Hoase,  withgot 
amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
riie  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures,  of  tbe  fifth  instant, 
in  the  form  of  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  two 
Houses,  to  authorize  the  disposition  of  certain 
charts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina;  and,  after 
some  time  speot  therein,  the  Committee  rose  and 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolution  con- 
tamed  therein ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed 
to  bythe  House,  as  follows: 

Reaohed,  bv  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repraenta- 
iivea  of  ike  XJnUed  S^atee  of  America  in  Congrem  a»- 
temhud.  That  the  Secretaiy  of  tfie  Treasary  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause  to  be  sold  as  many  of 
the  charts  of  the  coast  of  Nordi  Carolina,  pidtlished  in 
oDnfbimi^  to  the  resolntioB  which  pawed  the  second 
of  March,  as  riudl  remain  en  hand,  after  reserving 
namber  xeqmsite  fbr  the  use  of  the  Government  of  lha 
IJnited  States. 

Orderedy  That  the  said  resolution  be  engrossed, 

and  read  the  third  time  to-morrotv. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  allow  the  importation  of 
old  copper  free  of  duty,  and  made  an  amendment 
thereto;  which  was  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Dawson  anbmiited  the  ft^lowin;  resola- 
tion : 

Betokxdf  Thai  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  this  Hoose,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  conrider  ana 
report  what  forAer  business  is  necessary  to  he  done 
during  the  present  seanon ;  and  at  what  time  itwiUba 
proper  for  Congress  to  adjoum. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
tbe  table. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  .Edward 
Weld  and  Samuel  Beebee.  The  bill  was  report 
ed  without  amendmenL  and  ordered  to  be  engnMfr> 
ed,  aad  t«ad  the  third  time  to-morrow. 
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.  Tbe  HouH  resolved  itself  ioto  a  Commitlw  of 
the  Whole  od  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
Ued  "An  act  to  proTideforthe  paytnentof  ceruio 
ezpenies  incurred  in  tbe  inquiry  into  ihe  conduct 
of  John  Shitb,  a  Senator  from  the  Stale  of  Ohio." 
The  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 'and 
ordered  to  he  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole,  on  tbe  bill  for  extinguishing  the  debts 
due  from  tbe  United  Slates; 

Messrs:.  Cook  and  Holland  supported  the  bill, 
and  Messrs.  Rsba  and  Albtom  opposed,  itj  when, 
a  Message  haTiii|E  been  rceeivea  from  the  Presi- 
dent, (he  Commiiee  rose  and  obtained  leare  to 
sit  again. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communtcatiog  a  letter  from 
the  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malaga,  to  tbe 
Secreury  of  Stale,  covering  one  from  Mr.  Lear, 
our  Consul,  at  Algiers,  which  gives  informatiqn. 
that  the  rupture  threatened  on  the  part  of  the  Dey 
of  Algiers,  has  been  amicaUy  settled,  and  tbe  ves- 
sels seized  by  him  liberated.  The  Messege,  and 
the  papers  transmitted  therewith,  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  tbe  Mes- 
sage Ixoio  the  President,  relative  to  the  commence- 
meot  of  war  by  the  Dey  of  Algleraj  received  on 
the  ninth  instant. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
ftirther  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates:"  Mr.  TaoDP  having  introduced  an 
amendment  including  an  alteration  in  the  times 
of  session  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Slates  for 
the  districts  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  North 
Carolina.  Some  objection  being  made  to  this, 
ficom  want  of  immediate  information,  as  to  tbe  ef- 
fects of  the  alterations,  by  Messrs.  Marion,  Black- 
LB0OB,and  Tatlob,  the  Commiueerose,'ayes  55, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again-  In  tbe  course  of 
observations  on  the  motion  for  rising,  as  a  reason 
against  it,  Mr.  Pitkin  slated  that  for  two  or 
uree  terms  last  past  of  tbe  courts  of  the  districte  of 
Connecticut  and  Vermont  there  had  no  judge  at- 
tended to  hold  them^  from  a  defect  in  the  present 
arrangement. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
on  the  bill  making  provision  for  tbe  disposal  of 
such  lands  as  have  been  heretofore  reserved  for 
the  disposition  of  Congress.  Tbe  bill  being  gooe 
though  without  debate,  the  Committee  rose  and 
xeported  it,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbeli.,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  reported  a  bill  maki^  appro- 
priatioDs  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Establsh- 
meot  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1808;  and 
a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  laying 
and  collecting  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage 
wiUiin  the  Territories  ceded  to  the  United  States 
by  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one  thoa- 
yand  eight  hundred  and  three,  between  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  and  the  French  Republic,  and  for  other 
purposes }"  which  were  twice  read  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pabke  the  Houie  went  into 
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a  Committee  of  tha  Whole  on  the  biU  eEtemdiag 
the  right  of  suffrage  within  the  Indiana  Territory  { 
which  bavtog  been  gooe  through,  was  reported  to 
tbe.ilouse. 

Mr.  Rhea  proposed  an  amendment  further  ex- 
tending the  suffrage;  which  was  negatived,  y«a> 
U.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

STANDING  RULES  AND  OM>E]». 
Mr.  Bassett  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
thesabject  of  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  tbe 
House.  Tbe  difficulty  of  getting  up  business  on 
this  day  was  an  argument  in  favor  of  their  being 
decided  on. 

Many  orders  of  the  day  being  called  for,  Mr. 
Nbwton  moved  that  the  subject  of  tbe  rales 
and  orders  be  postponed,  as  the  session  was  so  fat 
advaaced. 

Mr.  Babbbtt  objected  to  the  motion.  Tbcf 
need  only  Mvert  to  the  scenes  of  the  pkomi^,  ia 
which  several  gcatlemen  bad  been  ob  the  floor  at 
ooee,  and  aereral  deeisioBi  bad  been  had  on  the 
preference  of  business  in  the  orders  of  the  day; 
they  must  see  the  necessity  of  adopting  some 
order  for  the  regular  routine  of  btisiness. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  and  Mr.  Hollamo  supported  the 
motion  for  postponement,  which  was  carried,  40 
to  37. 

Mr.  STAitroBD  was  so  fully  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  some  rule  for  tbe  routine  of  business, 
that  he  wished  to  originate  a  motion  for  tbe  regu- 
lation of  it — the  same  which  was  made  by  thefep- 
tleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bassett)  in  Comiailp 
tee  of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  subject 

The  SpEAKsa  said  that  the  motion  was  not  U 
order. 

UNITED  STATES'  DEBTS. 
Mr.  Nbwtoi*  moved  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
tbe  bill  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on  nreave 

bonds. 

Mr.  Cook  supposed  the  bill  for  extinguishing 
the  debts  due  from  tbe  United  States  had^pcefet- 
encc  as  unfinished  business;  if  not,  be  bofwd  the 
gendeman  from  Virginia  had  too  high  a  sease  of 
decorum  to  insist  on  hi*  motion. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh*s  motion  was  negatived,  and  Mr. 
Cook's  agreed  to  by  tbe  House. 

Messrs.  Hollah*,  STOROBa,  and  Cl[iiNOT,adT*- 
cated  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Alstok  and  Rbba 
posed  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  oat 
the  first  section,  (the  prtnoiple  of  the  hill,)  aad 
negatived,  58  lo.  24;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cook  the  Comftiittet  nee,  and  obtained  leafe  to 
sit  acaio. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  o( 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuci 
Whiting.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amnd- 
ment;  which  the  House  proceeded  lo  ooasidcK 
whe&  an  adjournment  was  called  £»,  and  eatnedi 


ToESOAT,  February  16. 
Mr.  Dawsom,  from  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday  for  uiat  purpose,  presented  a  bill  for 
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an  addUioul  numbw  tA  ftcni ;-  wUeh 
«M  rcadtwiee,  u'd  committed  to  a  CommUtee  of 
the  Wbole  Houae  tOHoorroir. 
Oa  motion  of  Mr.  BLACKmnoE,  . 
Reaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mouts  be  directed  to  in^oire  whettwr  aDv,sDd,  if 
uy,  what,  altemlions  are  aecesiarjr  to  be  made 
ia  lae  several  acts  fixing  the  salaries  aad  ^mola- 
neau  of  coUecton  of  diitiea  od  imiM»t»  aod  tea- 
aiga.  and  that  tbe  ooflamittecbeiaathonaed.lo  r»* 
|M>ri  by  bill  or  othwwise. 

The  faUl  seat  fram  the  Senate,  entitled  *=Aq  aot 
Ift  pnvide  for  the  pajrmeatof  certain  eapentes 
iacarred  in  tbe  inqutrf  into  tbe  oondnet  of  John 
&w«ki,  a  Senator  iron  the  State  of  Ohio,"  vas 
rtad  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  CDgroned  bill  making  farther  prorisioii  for 
Ihe  dis|KMal  of  tbe  seetions  of  land  herewfore  re- 
■erred  for  tbe  future  dtsposition  of  Congress  vras 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  eogrossed  bill  extending  tbe  tight  of  suf- 
frage in  the  Indiana  Territory  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  foe  tberelief  of  Edward  Weld 
and  Samnet  Beebee  waf  lead  the  third  time,  and 


An  eogrossed  bill  to  hUow  tbe  importation  of 
old  copper  Ctee  of  duty  was  read  tfw  tluxd  time, 
aod  pa  wed  . 

An  engrossed  resoltuicm,  in  (be  form  of  a  coo- 
Mttient  rescdntion  of  tha  two  Houses,  to  aotbor- 
ixt  the  dimoeltion  of  oertaiB  charis  of  the  coast 
if  North  Carolina  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
|nseed« 

A  mesage  from  the  Senate  informed  tbeBonse 
that  the  Senate  haTe  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  fcv  ereelinff  a  U^t*fao»e,  and  placing  buoys 
al  the  places  therein  mentioned  •/*  to  whieh  they 
denie  the  concurrence  of  tbe  House. 

The  said  bill  was  read  twice,  aod  eommitwd  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mannfaetarea. 

The  Hoose  proceeded  to  a  farther  oonstderation 
«f  th«  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Whiting: 
wherenpoD,  tbe  amendment  reported  thereto  from 
the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  being  twice  read, 
was,  on  the  question  pnt  thereupon,  disagreed  to 
hf  the  Hoose.  Tbe  said  bill  was  ttiea  amended, 
and,  together  with  the  amendment,  ordered  to  be 
■ngiesscj,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

RCLES  AND  0RDER8. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  STAifFoaOj  that  the  House 
do  come  to  tKe  following  resolution : 

JtraobrJ,  TliatthefiiUowiag  be  added  to  the  staad- 
iagralesaadoideBoftheHMHj . 

As  soon  as  tiie  Journal  is  rsad,  the  Speaker  shall  call 
Ar  pstiliastt  ftem  the  membeis  of  each  State,  and  del- 
feom  each  Tenitoiy;  beginning  v/iOk  NeVr 


After  Ika  padlhHw  ham  been  pmeentsd  and  disposed 
e4  ibe  lepsrts  of  ihs  staading  esulttess  ef  ths  Boasa 
Aail  bs  caBad  for,  in  the  order  of  thafcf  sfpeinimsnt  at 
the  Imiiiali  of  the  sesasa. 

Keyects  from  ssleet  fosinirttese  shaH  thin  ba  le- 


The  above  basiaflss  shall  be  dne>at  no  otbw  paifcef 

the  diV  TheHouw  ibaU  then  oonsider  the  othsr  bnii- 

oeM,  in  tbe  following  order : 

Executive  Massages. 

Reports  from  Departments. 

Reports  from  the  Postmaster  General. 

Bills  on  the  first,  and  by  special  order  on  the  second 
reading. 

Bills  on  the  third  reading. 

CemaittteBi      tke  WhoU  Haute  sn  He  /Ufaamy 

order.- 

On  bills  from  tbe  Senate  in  the  order  eonuiaitted. 

On  bills  originating  ia  the  House  ofBeprasentatives 
in  the  order  eommiited. 

On  joint  resolotions  in  tbe  order  oMODutted* 

On  reports  of  tha  standing  committees  in  the  ordv 
committed. 

Od  reports  of  select  committees  in  tbe  same  order. 

On  Executive  Menages  in  the  same  order. 

On  reports  of  Departments  and  of  the  i^)stolaster 
Oenersl  in  the  same  order. 

Reports  of  Committees  of  tbe  Whole  House  shall  be 
conndered  as  soon  as  made*  anieaa  otiunnse  directed 
by  tbe  House. 

The'Speaker  shall  read  otct  the  several  orders  of  the 
day  nntfl  one  be  called  for,  on  which  the  questiott  dull 
be  put,  unless  a  privileged  question  be  moved  on  it 

Keoider  of  thed^ahaUbe  pos^Mwd, en motieBk 
mdsas  indedaitely. 

Joint  rule  of  the  two  Hmua. 

No  petition  or  bill  which  origiosted  fi'om  a  petition 
which  may  be  rejected  by  either  House,  shall  be  again 
taken  into  conauleration,  unless  in  the  House  which 
rejected  tha  petition  or  bill. 

Ordered,  That  the  proposed  resolution  do  lie^ 
on  the  table.  • 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

The  engrosaed  bill  eonoeming  ptaUie  eoniraets- 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Troup  called  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  whieh 
were  agreed  to  be  takes. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  opposed  the  bill  on  Constita- 
tional  principles.  Let  gentlemen  who  patrooi^ 
the  btlt,  point  us  to  that.article  which  authorizes 
Congress  to  remove  publio  officers.  They  are 
commissioned  to  bold  their  offices  during  the  difr* 
cretioQ  of  the  Bxecutive,  and  are  as  far  removed 
frcHu  the  power  of  this  House  as  the  judges  them- 
sdves. 

Mr.  Troup  vindieated  the  principle  of  the  bill. 
If  sMue  prt^Ofiiion  of  this  nnd  is  aot  adopted, 
the  time  is  not-  Hir  distant  when  this  House  wm 
become,  wtni  die  British  House  of  Commods  are, 
8  corrupt,  serrile,  dependent,  and  contemptible 
body.  IVe  bad  better  have  no  Legislature,  than 
one  composed  of  contractors,  placemen,  and  pen- 
sioners. He  thought  this  bill  reflected  much 
credit  on  the  head  and  heart  of  its  author,  f  Mr. 
BassiTT.} 

Mr.  Holland  spoke  at  length  against  the  bill, 
saying  it  disfranchised  members  of  Ceogress  of 
the  right  of  making  public  contracts,  ana  enjoy- 
ing the  benefit  of  them,  in  common  with  other 
.citiaeas.  It  woald  operate  to  the  scandal  aod 
infamy  of  the  members. 

,   Mr,  SovMAiB  appTflTed  the  pnneiple  of  the 


Digiiized  by 


Google 


1619 


mBXOSS  OF  COK0KBSS. 


H.orR. 


bill,  bat  was  not  niisfied  with  the  detail.  He 
therefore  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Com- 
nitMe  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  expressed  liis  approbatioo  of 
the  object  of  the  bill,  bat  he  doabted  whether  they 
were  warranted  by  the  ConstitalioD  to  pass  a  law 
of  this  kind. 

The  debate  was  eontiaued  by  Messrs.  O.  W. 
Campbell,  Ba88ETt,  and  Ksr,  in  favor  of  the 

Sinciple,  and  by  Messrs.  W.  ALaTON,  Pitkin, 
DiNCT,  and  Smilie,  against  important  detaib  of 
the  bill.  Mr.  Rhba  also  spoke  at  length,  and  was 
against  the  principle. 

The  question  on  committing  the  bill  was  taken, 
and  carried — 55  to  25^  and  made  the  order  for  to- 
morrow. 


WEDNEsnAT,  February  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  David  Thomas,  one  of  the  members  for  the 
State  of  New  York,  containing  his  resignation  of 
a  seat  in  the  House. 

The  said  letter  was  read.:  whereupon,  on  mo- 
tioD  of  Mr.  Van  Allen,  that  the  House  do  come 
to  the  following  resolution: 

Retohed,  That  the  Speaker  addrass  a  latter  to  the 
Ezecattve  of  the  State  of  New  Yoifc*  oonmnnieatiiig 
infimnation  of  the  reagnation  of  Patib  Tbomai,  one 
of  the  members  reUnrned  ftom  that  State  to  serve  in 
this  Hoaae»  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  eupply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  thereby  in  the  representatioa  from 
that  State: 

And  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Gardner  presented  a  meriiorial  of  the  in- 
habitanu  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory 
of  Michigan,  praying  that  the  title  to  a  certain 
parcel  of  land,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand 
acres,  adjoining  the  said  city  of  Detroit,  may  be 
granted,  in  fee  simple,  to  the  Cotporation  thereof, 
for  the  free  une  in  common  of  all  the  memorial- 
ists, under  such  reservatioos  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
Cbngress  shall  seem  meet. — Referred  to  the  Com' 
miitee  on  the  Public  Lan'Qs. 

Mr.  PoiMDBXTER  offered  tbe  followittjg  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  ta  He  deemed  it  uneoes- 
lary  to  say  anythuif  in  favor  of  the  object  till 
reported  on,  this  being  a  mere  reaolutioa  to  in* 
quire: 

Rmhtdt  That  a  committee  bo  q^ointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  <rfiiepealing  so  much  of  the  oidi- 
nance  for  me  gorernDMntof  the  eeveral  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  as  empowers  the  GoTernors  of 
■aid  Territories  to  prorogue  and  dissolve  tbe  House  of 
RepresentaUves  elected  by  the  people,  and  that  they 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Poindexter,  Mr.  Ilslbv, 
Mr.  RowAH,Mr.  Oardemibr, and  Mr.  CoBB.be  ap- 
pointed a  committee,  pursuant  to  said  resolution. 

Mr.  JoBN  MoNTOOHERT,  fiom  the  committee 
to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  eleventh  in- 
stant, the  bill  concerning  Courts  Blartial  and 
Courts  of  Inquiry,  reported  an  amendatory  bill; 
which  was  read  tbe  first  time. 

The  bill  Idc  the  tdiaf  of  Samnel  Whiting  wii 
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read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  by  yeas  and  nays-> 
56  to  41,  as  follows: 

Teas — ^Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Ese- 
kid  Baooo,  Josqih  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  SiAa 
Blake,  janior,  Epaphioditna  Champion,  Martio  Chit* 
tenden,  Samad  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  Wi}. 
Uam  Ely,  William  Pindey,  James  Fidi,  Barent  0«rd- 
enLer,  Wiltiam'  Hege,  Jamea  Holland,  Reuben  Hoai* 
phieys,  Robert  Jenldns,  James  KeHy,  William  Kiifc* 
patartck,  Joka  I>ambert,  Edward  St.  Loe  LmnMia, 
William  McCreeiy,  WiUiam  Milaor,  John  Montgomnj, 
Jeremiah  Mmiow  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gordon  8. 
Mamfoid, -Timothy  Pitkin,  jaa.,  John  Porter,  Jon^ 
(juincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaas,  iaha  Bowan,  J^ 
Russell,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  James  Sloan,  I>enais  Bmit, 
Jedediah  K.Smith,  Samuel  Smith, .  Henry  Sonthsid, 
William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tagf^rt,  Benjamin  Tallma^ 
John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Uphun, 
James  I.  Van  AUen,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Jesse  Wharton,  MarmadukeWillisau^ 
Alexander  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  W.  Bibb,  WD* 
liam  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Bnrwell,  William  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoaat 
John  Chandler,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  JhjM 
M.  Dorell,  Jamea  M.  Gamett,  Peteraoa  Goodwys, 
Isaiah  L.  Oreeo,  John  Harris  John  Heiater,  WiUjam 
Helms,  Benjaaiin  Howard,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Nebemiah  Knight,  J<dm  Love,  Robert  MariM,  Jfr- 
aiah  Masters,  Daniel  Mootgomeiy,  jua.,  John  Monow, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Tbomaa  Newton,  John  Pi«h,  Jekn 
Rea  of  PennsylTania*  Samuel  Riker,  Ebeneasr  Sean^ 
John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Richard  Btaufeid,  Jdia 
Taylor,  Abram  Trigg.  Robert  WhitehiU,  laaac  Wi- 
bom,  and  Jamea  WitheieU. 

[This  bill  provides  for  allowing  Mr.  Whid^  ■ 
certain  sum  for  services  rendered  «imI  ezpeoias 
incurred  in  prosecuting  a  deputy  postmaster  for 
embezzling  certain  letters  containing  bank  nous 
belonging  to  Whiting.  The  objection  to  the  bill 
proceeded  from,  its  being  supposed  to  saactien  the 
principle  that  the  Post  Office  Department  is  ll^e 
tor  notes  sent  though  the  aedram  of  the  post 
office.] 

MILITARY  ESTABtlSBKENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Wht^e  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^  epr 
titled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act.  enutled 
*An  act  fixing  the  MiUtaij  Peace  SsubUsbmeat 
of  the  United  States." 

[The  first  aeetion  of  this  bill  provides  that  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States  shall  be  authcn^ 
ized,  in  addition  to  the  present  Peace  Establiah- 
taent,  to  raise  one  regiment  of  infantry,  one  bat- 
talion of  cavalry,  and  one  baUaltoa  of  riflenwo. 

Tbe  second  section  provides  that  the  Presideat 
be  authorized,  in  all  cases  of  imminent  daogtr, 
when,  in  bis  opinion,  the  defence  or  safety  oftht 
Untied  States  Miatl  require  it,  to  increase  the  ano- 
ber  of  men  in  each  com  pan  v  of  infitntry  on  the 
Peace  Betablisbment  of  tiw  Untied  Elates  toon* 
hundred. 

Tbe  third  section  provides  for  the  elothing  the 
cavalry  and  riflemen. 
The  fourth  and  last  lectioo  provides,  that  tks 
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imfiiUl  MC«T«  iIm  Mne  |Mr  M  ftUftWcd  those 
BBwiBtRTiee.] 

Mr.  CauiDi^a  said,  hewonldeall  the  attention 
rfihe  Hooae  to  one  single  eircnmstanee.  If  they 
pmei  this  bill,  berides  rainiDg  these  raginieBta, 
dMj  inlhorized  the  President,  at  his  discretioD, 
»RiM  an  additioBal  ouraber  of  two  thoosand 
aid  eightT'«i^t  men,  bir  iveretsing  the  number 
of  in  eaA  eompaay'^  oow  in  serriee,  to  one 
kiodred  neo.  He  did  net  withte  leave  this  di»- 
oeiioB  with  the  Fresident.  He  was  biraself  op' 
posed  to  adding  any  men  to  the  Peai»  Establisb- 
nent.  If  the  emergraejr  required  anadditioDal- 
Bomber  of  men,  he  would  raise  them,  but  not  on  the 
lermaiieDt  estabtbhmeDt.  He  therefore  moved  lo 
strikeout  the  second  section^  to  take  theseoae  of 
the  Houe  oa-gtTiog  the  President  a  discretionary 
power  to  add  to  the  Peaee  EstaUishraeDt. 

Mr.  Fisx  said,  that  thoy  had  been  in  session  a 
hag  lime;  and  done  but  little  toward*  the  purpose 
fi«  which  tbey  were  called  tether.  The  season 
wu  BOW  approaching  when  the  sbqis  of  war  of 
aaation  with  whom  we  were  bat  one  remove 
from  wtr,  could  ride  with  safety  in  our  waters, 
get  poMsnon  of  our  harbors,  anq  seize  our  ships, 
sod  here  ihey  sat  quiet,  as  though  no  danger  ex- 
isted. In  addition  to  this,  be  was  very  far  from 
belienag  that  the  enterprise  which,  but  a  few 
Bouhs  ago,  had  agitated  the  Western  country, 
vat  qoiet ;  there  was,  he  believed,  as  much  to 
iMirebead  from  those  eotupirators  now.  as  More 
uey  were  detected.  Gentleiaen  tell  us,  said  Mr. 
F.,lhat  they  are  willing  to  take  measores,  if  it 
Aoald  be  necessary,  bat  still  oppose  them  when 
pmenicd.  Let  na  not  remain  inaetiv^qillMs^ee- 
Mers,  bat  such  measures  as  are  proposed. 
My  eiwstitaente  ftwm  a  part  <tf  the  inubitanis 
of  oar  frontier;  we  donotfetir  tomeetan  enemy, 
but  sQfier  us  to  be  prepared  and  ready  to  meet 
dwm.  The  gentleman  says  that  the  bill  is  objee- 
tiseiblc^  beeause  it  authoriEea  the  President  to 
neitsseiheMilitaryPeaeeEstablishment.  There 
is  eertatoly  no  more  danger  in  this  than  in  sotfaoz^ 
kingooe  hundred  thousand  militia  i  and  I  believe 
the  gentleiMn  was  an  advocate  for  that  law,  who 
uoowafraid  of  one  or  two  thousand  men.  There 
is  no  difference  whatever  in  the  case ;  and  it  is 
necnssry  to  give  discretionary  power  in  cJtses  of 
QD|S|eaey  which  are  within  tbe  scope  of  proba- 
bilitjN^I  hope,  therefore^  the  section  will  not  be 
Mriekea  out.  In  time  of  peace,  it  would  beqaeo' 
*iooable  vhetbcr  onr  present  force  is  snffietent, 
»  Out  propoaed  too  large ;  and,  at  least  in  ease 
fli  energeney,  it  will  add  to  our  present  ferae  two 
•r  three  ihoMaud'men,  ao  as  better  to  gtiftrd  oar 
■mi  txpoaed  poaU.  It  will  be  tmpardooable,  not 
ciuunal,  in  the  H<Mse  to  remain  quiet  un- 
■HAs  present  appearances;  for  we  have  neither 
*|^ateof  peaae,  nor  evidence  which  would  au< 
UNnic  as  to  arrest  our  preparations.  I  had  rather 
tbe  bill  OB  the  table  for  raisinga  provisional  army 
had  been  eaUed  ap ;  bat,  as  it  is  under  the  man- 
*tnat  of  a  eommittee  who  have  mt  called  it  op, 
I  aape  thi*  will  be  acted  acted  on. 

Mr.  CBAHBLEa  said,  be  was  wiUiag  to  take  np 
*U  haifot  the  War  Bxablishmant,  if  jtf  eeaiary, 


and  pase  it  j  add  irvM  rather  do  this  than  aMto 
the  Military  Peaee  BstaUisbment. 

Mr.  Varnum  said,  they  had  been  ealtedti^hflr 
to 'provide  for  defence,  and  what  had  they  done 
towards  it?  The^  had  ordered  a  nnmberof  giiih> 
boats,  and  appreciated  money  for  erecting  a  fe«r 
fortifications.  Thos  far,  said  he,  we  have  gone, 
but  HO  fartfaw.  Are  prospects  any  better  now 
than  tbey-were  when  we  were  called  together? 
Any  iitforaiation  that  the  nation  with  whom  we 
are  at  variance  is  more  friendly  than  she  was  at 
the  thne  Congress  assembled  7  I  believe  net. 
Whether  we  have  war  or  not,  I  believe  it  expe- 
diest  to  add  a  small  number  of  nlen  to  the  Peaee 
Establish mmt;  Look  at  the  siraaiion  of  your 
Western  coaniry.  It  is  a  fact,  that  your  posts 
have  been  snrronoded  by  savaj^s  who  have  betn 
urged  on  by  eivilized  nations  in  the  North,  and 
can,  at  any  moment,  attack  and  scalp  your  miole 
garrisons,  before  we  can  afford  any  asaisianee.  la 
It  not  prudent  to  strengthen  onr  garrisons  7  I  chink 
we  ought ;  and  the  number  proposed  in  the  IhH 
will  not  be  too  many.-  i  believe  it  is  also  nece^ 
sary  to  have  a  larger  force,  than  we  now  have, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river.  It  is  wdt 
known  how  we  faAve  been  menaced  tn  that  quar- 
ter from  within  and  irttbont.  Is  the  aspect  there 
now  more  promising  ?  Its  sitaatton  forbids  us  to 
draw  that  concltuion. '  What  would  be  the  situa- 
tion of  onr  country,  if  New  Orleans  were  to  be 
seized  by  an  enemy  7  It  would  cost  vast  blood  and 
treasure  to  gain  it.  These  ciroomstaooes.  even 
were  there  not  now  particular  threatenings,  would 
call  for  an  increase  of  oar  Peace  Establtshment ; 
but,  while  all  the  nations  of  Bnrwe  are  in  contest, 
and  we  may  expeet  agression  from  them  in  one 
quarter  or  other,  it  is  doubly  necessary.  It  may 
become  neeeasary  for  yon  to  raise  a  eonaiderabw 
army.  If  these  troops  are  now  ordered  to  be  raised, 
it  will  produce  a  good  effect  when  we  are  catlea 
upon  to  raise  a  larger  number.  Look  at  our  aittt- 
ation — here  we  are,  week  after  week,  without 
taking  effeetnal  measures.  It  has  been  said  that 
one  hundred  thousand  militia  have  been  detached 
and  organized,  ready  for  service.  True,  they  have 
bean  detached  to  rendn  you  six  months  service, 
if  called  upon  before  tbe  18th  day  of  April,  when 
tbe  term  of  service  expires;  and  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  get  a  bill  through  both  Houses  and 
make  a  new  detachment,  before  that  time  expires. 
This  Is  a  suitable  measure  to  the  times,  and  I 
hope  the  motion  of  my  oolleagaewill  not  prevail. 
I  hom  (his  bill  will  pass,  and  that  Congress  will 
:  set  aoout  making  another  detachment  from  the 
militia,  if  necessary,  the  President  not  bang  au- 
thorized to  do  it,  and  the  term  of  tbe  present  de> 
taebnent  expiring  on  tbe  ISth  of  Ai^il  next.  IS 
we  are  to  do  nothing  for  the  defence  of  tbe  eonn^ 
try,  or  towards  putting  it  in  a  posture  of  defence, 
it  woubi  be  better  for  us  to  adjourn,  and  go  home. 

Mr.  Tatlor  wished  that  this  bill  bad  found  its 
way  to  oonuderatton  sooner  than  it  had.  The 
argnment,  well  urged  by  the  gentleman  last  op, 
of  the  extent  of  oor  territory,  and  on  tbe  tender 
point  of  oor  Louisiana  possessions,  had  immense 
wei^t.  Bat  thore  liras  aaecto'  oausidaratioa  el 
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iafii^teljr  more  imponaeee  even  the  sitm- 
tioD  of  Louisiaoa,  of  that  oottotry  ss^cted  to 
Iwre  been  disafiaoted,  not  jtt  to  have  tasted  snl^ 
oieotly  of  the  sweets  <tf  lib^tv  to  appreeiale  ita 
beoefiia.  What,  said  he,  hastne  House  dme  this 
Terf  session  ?  Appropriated  a  million  of  dollars 
for  the  erection  of  fortifications.  Will  the  present 
eatabl  ishmeQt,eni  ployed  for  thepurpoM  of  manning 
ttie  forts  heretofore  built,  be  somdent  to  oecapjr  the 
ftddiliottal  fortifieatiottsi  Na  Sappose  that  the 
eeoDomy  and  calculations  of  former  Legislatures 
declared  the  present  force  to  be  sufficient — I  at 
oaee  declare  that  it  ia  not  now  competent.  Reckon 
vp  font  forlificationa,  and  von  wril  4iaA  Uiat  not 
t«  praaent  Peace  ^rtablishnunt  there  are  not 
mm  enottgh  lo  awe^  tbe  eaD^way,  and  ^p  the 
oanaoB  dean.  Bnet  fortinoattons  without  garri- 
aoaa,  and  yoa  erect  atrongbolda  for  the  enemy; 
yon  lay  an  embargo  with  a  Tengnace.  Let  them 

Eit  ponecsioa  of  your  strong  posts,  and  they  will 
t  us  sail  when,  tfiey  please,  and  keep  as  at  home 
when  they  [dease.  1  bad  rather  that  the  fortiSca- 
ttons  of  our  inleu  and  harbors  should  be  swept 
iVom  the  face  of  the  earth,  than  that  we  should 
have  thus  beann  a  system  and  made  mere  patch- 
work of  it.  If  you  have  erected  fortifications,  by 
which,  from  want  of  garrisons,  yoa  cannot  repel  a 
angle  frigate,  or  eren  a  few  boats  from  a  frigate, 
instead  tadoiag  good,  you  eotail  disgrace  on  your- 
aalraB  and  mischief  to  your  posterity.-  It  is  said, 
indeed,  that  we  have  militia.  Do  not  gendemea 
know  thai  the  exereiaea  for  the  fortiieatioas  arc 
very  different  from  those  <^  ordinary  troops;  and 
militia,  who  might  be  able  handsomely  to  display 
a  eolumo,  or  go  through  the  manual,  wtmld  do  as 
well  in  fortifications,  as  men  taken  from  the  hack- 
woods  and  put  on  board  a  man  of  war,  would  do 
for  sea  service?  The nombei^f  men  contempla- 
ted in  the  bill  is  not  saffioieotlr  large  I  grant.  It 
it  a  fault.  Yet  there  .are  sutBeieot  to  keep  the 
eaemy  in  cbect*-to  keep  them  out  of  the  for- 
tifieatums  already  erccte<^  and  if  yon  do  not  man 
them  yoa  have  erected  so  many  strongholds  for 
the  enemy.  The  number  is-reasodable;  it  is  too 
little,  bnt  saeh  as  it  is  I  shall  Tote  for  h. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  Committee  now 
rtae.  He  was  opposed  to  the-  bill  altogether  at 
tUa  lime.  After  the  meaanrea  which  bad  this 
aeaatoa  been  taken,  all  looking  to  war,  this  waa 
not  the  tioM  to  diaoost  the  Peace  BstaUisfameot. 
IT  we  have  war.  I  aak  anntlemeo,  what  advantage 
is  to  be  expected  from  tnese  few  men  ?  If  we  have 
war,  of  which  we  may  better  jnc^  before  we  part 
htnce*  what  necesMty  for  aa  addition  to  our  Peace 
Bstabliabmeot?  We  must  in  that  event  raise  a 
much  larger  number  of  men.  A  bill  already  re- 
ported goes  to  raising  an  army  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
tfaoasaad  men.  It  was  my  intention  not  to  have 
called  up  this  bill  until  we  had  disposed  of  the 
bill  for  a  War  Establishment.  If  it  shall  appear 
probable  that  we  shall  not  have  war,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  add  to  our  Peace  Batablishment.  Id 
ny  jodgment  it  would  not  only  be  wrong,  but 
extremely  impolitic  to  decide  on  this  bill  now. 

The  qaeation  on  Mr.  Dawaon's  motioB,for  the 
ifnag  tf  iha  Ooanaittto  having  bem  po^ 
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Kb.  Rbia  opposed  the  motion  for  the  risiagoF 
the  Committee.  He  did  not  approve  this  golag 
into  committee  day  afker  day.  and  rtsiog  with«it 
doing  what  the  nation  expected  of  them.  He  ex- 
presMd  bimself  strongly  ID  favor  of  the  bill.  He 
alluded  to  ihe  situation  of  the  Western  cooatry, 
and  particalarly  mentioned  the  case  of  *  party  m 
the  United  Stales  military, -ooaveying  borne  as 
Indian  chief,  who  were  arrested  in  tbeir  progress. 
The  present  force  should  be  moveable  by  the  foor 
winds  of  Heaven,  to  any  one  point,  to  make  it  ia 
any  d^ree  efficient.  New  Orleans,  he  said,  might 
be  taken  now ;  the  ro-taking  of  it  would  cost  forty 
timea  aa  mttofa  aa  ita  weaervatim  for  mwy  yean. 

Mr.  Kai.Lr  wished  for  infbrm^on  as  to  the 
]wrticolar  destiaaiion  of  thb  forae^  for  irint  spe- 
cific purpose  it  was  intended,  on  what  laforma* 
tion  it  had  1>eea  grounded,  whether  for  garrison 
or  field  service,  or  for-  what  service.  If  he  eonld 
receive  ioformation  oi  the  necessity  of  this,  aod 
be  convinced  of  Its  prcqiriely,  he  sbonld  vote  for 
it ;  otherwise  be  must  vote  for  the  risii^  of  the 
Committee. 

Mr.  TATLoa  was  not  in  the  habit  of  aonoiriag, 
DOT  had  the  facHity  of  giving  information,  bow- 
ever,  the  gentleman  was  anxious  for  informaiioa 
why  the  Peace  fistaUishment  should  be  increased, 
let  him  look  at  the  bistory  of  the  world  foriwelve 
months  past;  let  him  recollect  that,  nowadays,  a 
formal  declaration  of  war  is  dispeosed  with,  and 
a  cotm  d$  main  is  the  cider  of  wo  day.  Rrnot- 
leei  the  smart  which  in  leel  for  the  attack  on  one 
oi  our  own  vessels  in  our  own  waters.  Whea 
we  are,  then,  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  man  oar 
fortifications,  what  further  information  does  the 
gentleman  want?  I  contemplate  this  billasfaaf» 
log  in  riew  peace,  bnt  also  the  unsettled  state  of 
tbinpa  in  the  world,  and  I  beg  the  House  to  keep 
in  view  the  oases  of  B|;ypt  and  Lisbon.  Then 
are  sources  of  information ;  aod  this  Honse  is  in 
possession  of  information  if  they  know  their  own 
acts.  They  have  a^ropriated  immense  samsof 
money  for  fortifications,  witboot  aulhorixiflg  die 
employmeot  of  a  man  to  garrison  them. 

Mr.W.  Alston  eoald  not  conceive  what  infor* 
mation  the  gentleman  conld  want  ?  Did  h^  wish 
the  Exteutive  to  send  a  message  to  this  Heoaa 
and  tell  ihena  that,  for  a  oertaio  pprpoae,  he  wastes 
a  eotain  namberof  men?  It  is  ih«  WlBem  of 
the  President  to  show  lo  ns  the  forev  of  the  aa- 
tioo  and  the  state  of  our  aftirs;  aod  it  is  oartea 
say  what  shall  thertnpon  be  done.  Did  not  the 
geotlemao  hold  aa  ofHnion  as  lo  what  force  was 
neoessary  t  Did  he  not  know  as  well  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  did,  and  could  he  not 
act  as  andersiudtngty  an  if  the  President  had 
told  them  what  was  wanting?  On  this  groaod  it 
was  not  necessary  to  postpone.  He  was  opposed 
to  delay,  tfaongh  he  did  not  express  a  definite  oma- 
ion  on  we  proprie^  of  increasing  the  Peace  Bs* 
tablishment. 

Mr.  Chanolmi  hoped  that  the  Committee  wooM 
rise,  and  his  veasoa  was  that  he  was  wUHng  t» 
discuss  war  measarcs.  Surely  this  coald  not  be 
cMled  a  war  moaMre.  He  hnwdf  caw  nothfog 
10  tedoee  hia  tO'  bettov*  that  a  War  Balabliih- 
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■wlwiH  HOC  U  nmwwy,  and  nvir  Mtered  It 
mU  h»  eorreet  to  enter  ioie  it.  Bat  h  was  rery 
WRttin  what  might  be  thtf  shnatien  of  thin 
tMBtry  when  a  gennal  ^ee  took  place,  or  bow 
hg'  *  Poee  BstablishmcDt  might  be  waating; 

Mr.  JoBmoH  declared  the  Western  cooatrf  lo 
k  penliarljr  iiUeieated  in  this  btll.  From  the 
Mwat  be  bad  tdten  his  seat  in  the  Honse  he 
bsieoBtriboted  faismhein  eTeryibtDg  wbioh  had 
Ar  iu  object  the  defence  oi  the  iMtion ;  and  when- 
ever peealiar  meats  became  neoessarr  for  may 
|Ht «  the  country,  ha  should  consider  it  a  com- 
■OB  ctDie,  and  was  happy  to  say  that  there  ap- 

P lied  to  be  a  spirit  of  uDaalmity  on  this  subject, 
beeo  asked,  what  reason  now  existed  for  an 
neifue.  It  will  be  recollected,  tbat  when  oar 
Amy  nu  redaeed  to  the  smaltnt  possible  uum- 
bM^  whad-nec  then  Louisiana,  and  thirty  or  forty 
■oiHHd  Indian  warriors;  at  the  same  time,  around 
Forrepdlingfiwei^  Inyasion  and  nefgbbop* 
iiC  hostility,  this  feme  is  necessary.  If  the  Brit- 
in,  or  any  other  nation,  can  exeite  the  boBtility 
ef  the  Indians  br  fnniishing  them  liberally  with 
«BK>h«>,ihey  wHl  also  eug  rose  tfaa  whole  peltry 
ftade.  Not  only  so,  but  the  inflaenoe  of  traders 
wt^  ibe  natlyee  is  almost  incredible:  and  at  any 
^Bihose  who  trade  with  them  tbina:  proper,  our 
Weitrm  territory  is  open  to  derastation  and  ruin. 
The  Indians  wiu  msn  in  upon  Indiaiia  and  Or- 
InMalso.  Hare  you  any  rallying  point  in  the 
St  [«aii country?  You  have  not.  Have  you 
aayforecsnptheMissouriafid  Missiiflippi?  Will 
yoQ  DDt  proteot  your  people  in  tbat  eountrr?  I 
VBBI  aot  a  standing  armyj  but  I  think  tnat  a 
naaU  addition  to  our  standing  force  would  be 
Mth  raiioual  and  potitie.  When  the  establish- 
ttmt  was  8xed  we  had  not  the  Western  comtry ; 
ve  had  a  large  and  increasing  nobUe  debt  and  an 
cihiQsted  Treasory.  Is  tbat  the  ease  now?  Is 
Twr  Treasury  exhausted  ?  Is  net  the  pieserra- 
of  Orleans  important  in  a  political  as  well  as 
Tiew?  One>4hird  of  your  exports, 
pnbapsnioreimast  hereafter  find  its  waythrongh 
OritiM.  And  are  we  not  one  great  fkmilj,  ce- 
■ntad  n  union  by  poHtieal  as  well  as  commer- 
^  ties?  Assure^.  I  have  more  confidence  in 
*«  p90ple  rf  the  Territories  than  many  people. 
JWwujh  they  may  be  diKontenVed,  I  bclfere 
taey  wiU  ttnd  fbrth  as  the  defenders  of  Atnerl- 
MB  iadepeBdenee  against  the  attempts  of  any  for- 
«ff  Power.  But  can  they  do  it  in  their  present 
"5^?  No.  Tbey  mdW  call  upon  Kentuckj 
waer  dtitent, and  thot^  these  would  risk  their 
■ns  and  fcrtnea  for  their  beloved  eoantry,  yet 
wydiead  the  ttlhutte  of  Orleans  more  than  a 
te<  1  consider  it  neaessary  that  there 
*"Mbe  aa  ngmentation  of  the  Army,  and 
■^•W'tiied  phces  on  the  frontier,  for  protecting 
*  "WB  «vagen  and  foreign  Invasion,  and  that  cir- 
*"»*»ee8  at  this  time  folly  justify  the  increase. 

Mr.  D«ii  ntd,  as  respected  any  regular,  official 
3'*"i»<iw,on  thesnbject, either  fiwm  the  Heads 
«  D^artaents,  or  from  any  oommittee,  if  it  ex- 
M  fcoew  not  of  it.  He  thought  it  per^ctly 
proper  npon  subjects  of  this  nature,  relating  to  a 
rwttl  syitcm  of  dcfeme  and  aeenrity,  that  there 


ebodld  be  iaformatton  t^wea  frankly  and  frecfy 
when  genUemen  desired  it.  He  thought  it  would 
be  a  deeeni  respect  to  their  own  anaeratanding, 
and  to  the  dceomm  of  niAllc  business,  ^t  every 
sulijact  ahoald  be  exftoned.  It  shoold  be  deemed 
a  matter  of  course  to  explain ;  and  although,  foit 
myself,  I  am  very  ready  to  declare  that  I  connder 
the  present  Peace  Establishment  inadequate  to 
the  protection  of  territory  so  exposed,  yet  I  thin^ 
it  proper  to  have  more  full  and  sati^jutory  infor- 
mation on  this  subject.  The  bUl  proposes  the 
raising  of  infantry,  riflemen,  and  cavalry.  I  do 
not  conceive  that  these  are  exactly  the  best  spe- 
cies of  troops  for  artilterlats. '  la  lauing  any  bmly 
of  troops,  if  we  undertake  to  speoifleate,  it  would 
seem  {H-oper  that  we  should  have  some  general 
information  of  wfaat  species  of  troops  are  waatiag, 
whether  infantry,  cavalry,  or  artlUertsu.  Are  we 
told  by  a  committee  why  these  species  are  selected 
in  preferenee  to  others?  If  it  is  artillerists  that 
are  ^required,  we  want  not  oavalry  or  inflintry. 
We  are  not,  then,  infonned  Why  these  troops  an 
of,  these  siweiee.  How  muy  fortified  posts  ate 
we  to  garrison,  or  are  we  to  fortify  place*  wiA 
troops  where  there  are  not  fortifications?  What 
is  our  present  fone?  The  real  amoimt  eaMot 
be  easily  aaeertained*  I  know  whet  is  the  amooiit 
of  our  paper  establishment;  but  there  is  aiLeseeft- 
tial  difference  between  tbat  and  aa  efiectual  foroOk 
Perhaps  we  may  make  a  deduction  of  some  hun- 
dreds from  the  paper  force  when  we  wish  to  esti- 
mate the  actual  force.  The  deduction  must  be 
here  greater  then  iu  Europe;  in  proportiott  aa 
their  station  is  at  a  muchgreater  distance  from 
the  recruiting  ground.  We  cannot  recruit  be- 
yond the  force  authorized  by  law;  there  mtiet 
therefore  alwaya  be  a  defleieney  when  we  reerelt 
•evefri  hwidred  mileafrom  the  camp.  My  rea^ 
son  for  rising  wak  to  ask  for  some  informatiSB 
either  ,  from  a  eonnritke  of  the  House  or  some 
offieer  of  Govwnment,  -so  that  the  principle  os 
which  we  act  nay  distinetly  appear;  some  prin- 
ciple or  other,  some  statement  of  fitets  or  estinurta 
of  the  force  requisite  for  public  service.  This  ia 
the  regular  mode.  As  it  respects  noise  and  m- 
rade  on  paper,  this  session  we  have  had  mnen ; 
btu  as  for  anything  efficient  that  we  have  done, 
I  am  glad  tbat  it  is  so  distinctly  understood  tbat 
it  amounts  to  nothing.  All  this  notse  gives  a  sort 
of  clangor  of  preparation.  I  should  h^  tbat  by 
and  by  we  shall  adopt  some  systanatic  methfod 
of  provision  for  the  exigency  oi  the  eoantry,  and 
to  protect  us  against  invasion. 

Mr.  Tallhabcm  profcaied  himsrif  friendly  t» 
the  rising  of  the  Committee,  and  at  theaame  tnae 
observed  tbat  whatever  measure  was  proposed  for 
eebsidnatioa  that  shenld  go  to  raise  tMffne  elB(ri«M 
foree,  shoald  receive  his  (till  support.  He  did  not 
objeet  to  the  bill  iu  its  present  shape  becadee  it 
proposed  to  add  an  additional  force  to  the  present 
Military  Establishment,  bat  because  there  were 
material  defnts  in  the  very  strnctare  of  the  bill. 
As  reasons  had  been  given  why  it  should  not  be 
passed  in  its  present  slate,  he  would  state  one  ad- 
ditional reason.  In  the  bill  there  was  no  provis- 
ion  foe  tha  term  lev  which  these  troopa  shmiU  be 
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enlisted,  whether  for  one  ywr,  for  fire  years,  or 
for  life.  This  was  a  malerial  defect.  Another 
objeetioa :  that  there  va«  do  prorisioo  io  tbe  bill 
that  a  peiwa  woand^  in  battle  should  receive 
tike  provision  made  in  such  eases  by  tbe  act  to 
^icb  this  is  a  supplement;  tbe  other  prorisjoos 
were  derailed  and  this  omitted.  He  had  other 
objections  to  the  bill,  but  was  eonteBt  that  the 
Committee  now  rise. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed  that  tbe  eeDtleman  bad 
objected  to  the  detail  of  the  bill.  In  the  very 
time  that  he-  was  doing  ihisj  tbe  amendments 
might  have  been  made.  Objections  had  been 
mule  to  the  number,  and  a  proposition  niade  to 
atriln  out  a  i>art.  Mt^Zj.  expresied  bimielf  friend- 
ly to  the  priDciple;  ha  would  not  hare  objected 
had  the  number  been  twice  as  larffe.  He  wished 
the  Committee  not  to  rise.  Mr.  L.  then  took  a 
view  of  tbe  situation  of  the  Western  country, 
and  aslffid  if  it  could  be  expected  that  the  nation 
ihould  add  to  its  territorial  posseseions,  extnid  its 
arms  on  all  sides  as  itwer^and  not  requite  greater 
force  on  a  Peace  Eistabtishment  than  if  kept  with- 
in itself? 

Mr.  Efpes  said  no  man  would  be  more  ready 
than,  he  to  provide  for  tbe  defence  of  the  cation, 
or  to  pass  this  bill,  if  he  considered  i^  as  part  of 
that  system  wbieb,  in  the  present  siluatioa  of 
a&irs,  they  ought  to^adopt.  But  be  would  be 
-very  glad  if  any  member  of  the  House  codd  say 
why  this  was  more  important  at  the  present  time 
Uian  in  the  year  1803,  when  we  acquired  the 
Louisinna  Territory.  This  bill  ia  not  new ;  It  is 
not  a  new  principle  on  which  we  are  eaUed  on 
to  act  It  has  been  the  favorite  bantling  of  one 
branch  of  the  Ltfgislature  since  the  year  1803.  A 
similar  proposition  has  been  ]rearly  made,  and  as 
<^en  as  one  braoeh  of  the  Legislature  has  thought 
^oper  to  increase  the  standing  force  of  tbe  na- 
tion, and  the  other  not.  1  defy  any  gentleman  to 
show  a  reason  since  that  period  for  incr^aaipg  it. 
Shall  wc  now  depart  froA  the  principle  we  bare 
pursued?  For  what?  Of  what  use  will  this 
lorce  be  io  tbe  defence  of  the  country  7  It  is  cal- 
culated in  time  of  war  that  a  regular  soldier  costs 
three  hundred  dollars.  Thus,  one  thousand,  of 
tiwte  men  will  cost  $300,000  annnallv,  and  for 
what  purpose?  If  we  have  war,  this  merease  of 
the  Army  will  be  aselesa;  if  peace,  I  am  opposed 
to  it.  I  am  in  favor  of  pntting  arms  into  the 
lumds  of  our  citizens^  and  then  let  them  defend 
themseives.  We  hare  been  told  that  men  are 
wanted  to  garrison  fortifications.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  surely  has  not  fully  weighed 
the  matter.  Undertake  to  garrison  New  York, 
Boston,  dtc.,  with  a  force  sufficient,  and  see  what 
an  army  you  will  raise.  It  was  calculated  at  a 
time  when  the  fonificatioes  of  New  York  were 
fixed  upon  that  it  would  require  tbirteea  thousand 
men  to  garrison  them.  And  this  is  a  great  objec- 
tion to  the  fortification  system.  1  am  willing  to 
erect  fortifications  and  plice  cannon  on  tlteir 
walls,  and  leave  them  to  use  tbe  cannon  for  them- 
selves. As  to  tbe  Western  country  and  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  particularly,  they  will  find  that 
eity  ia  a  better  state  of  defence  ihaa  any  city  in 


the  United  Statesj  and  the  people  better  aUe  to 
defend  it.  Take  into  view  the  almost  boandUsi 
frontier  of  tbe  United  States,  and  what  aviE 
would  be  a  thousand  men  as  a  defence  ts  the  peo- 
ple.  Had.they  not  rather  have  muskets? 

In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  when  power 
is  adopted  by  most  nations  as  their  code  m  law, 
it  is  not  in  such  a  systetn  at  this  that  we  are  to 
find  our  safeguard.  I  had  rather  see  the  ^oudjt 
men  of  our  country  prepared  for  service,  the  loili- 
tia  classed,  and  put  intoythe  hands  of  ererv  msa 
bis  musket.  That  kind  of  defence  I  wish,  ud 
that  alone  is  proper  ro  a  country  like  ours,  whcR 
the- only  danger  of  attack  is  on  pur  soil.  Ifws 
depend  on  regular  troops  alone,  the  liberty  of  tbe 
country  must  fioally  be  destroyed  by  that  anajr 
whieb  is  raised  to  defend  it.  Is  there  an  tostaBce 
in  which  a  nation  has  lost  its  liberty  by  itsowt 
citizens  in  time  of  peace?  It  is  by  suading  m- 
mies,  and  very  often  by  men  raised  on  an  emo- 
gency,  and  professing  virtuous  feeling:a  but  who 
eventually  turned  their  arms  against  their  coaa- 
try.  If  you  mean  to  rely  upon  a  standing  arnj 
for  protection,  this  may  be  a  part  of  it ;  but  if 
would  erect  such  a  force  as  shall  secare  the  na- 
tion, trust  not  in  standing  troops,  render  yoor 
militia  effectual.  And  it  is  because  I  am  in  favor 
of  this  mode  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  Cemaiil- 
tee's  rising;  for,  if  we  hare  peace,  tbn  force  is 
unnecessary;  if  war,  it  is  doing  worse  than  noth- 
ing. It  would  prodoee-a  had  efiect  to  see  iha 
National  Lc^istatBre  adding  a  thousand  mot 
when  the  whole  energies  of  ua  nation  sboold  be 
brought  into  action.  We  know  not  how  soon  we 
may  have  wer;  to-morrow,  the  next  day,  or  two 
nionths  hence.  It  is  not  for  me  to  state  whit 
prorations  bare  been  made;  but  whenever  it  b 
necessary  1o  trr,  it  will  be  found  that  the  naUsn 
is  ready  to  strixe  a  blow,  We  are  now  in  a  liu- 
ation  to  use  the  militia,  and  the  large  seaport 
towns,  though  not  perhaps  able  to  resist  the  force 
of  a  great  maritime  Power,  are  in  such  a  sitoatioa 
that  they  will  harass  any  force  that  may  come 
against  them. 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  that  he  would  set  the  gcatlt- 
man  right  as  respeaed  himself.  When  be  was 
up  before,  he  bad  sUted  that  th«e  were  n^mea 
enmigb  to  sweep  the  gaogwafof  the  fortifie^ion^ 
and  turn  the  guns  round.  1  do  say  now,  Ibatai 
increase  is  absolutely  necessary,  «eeBt  yen  esf 
that,  when  you  mount  guof,  they  shaU  Gediete 
and  W  destroyed.  I  bare  a  fact  which  leanstat^ 
that  thwe  is  a  fortifieiiion  in  the  United  States 
tumbling  down  for  the  want  of  half  a  doaen  bms 
just  to  take  ordinary  care  of  it,  now  inhabited  by 
goats,  which  might,  in  case  of  war,  command  oae 
of  the  most  important  towosin  the  United  States. 
I  mean  Newport  in  Rhode  Island.  -Oentleraea 
who  go  from  tbe  southward  te  that  town,  infona 
me  that  tbis  is  actually  the  case.  If  gentlemea 
suppose,  that  by  adrooatiog  the  bill,  I  adroeate 
the  raising  of  thirteen  thousand  men  foe  New 
York,  he  is  certainly  wrong.  Something,  how- 
ever, is  required  for  our  fortifications.  If  nothing 
else  is  required,  I  would  hare  a  bell  to  soand  tw 
teosin  of  alarm,  and  rouse  the  militia.  1  haTC 
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«en  iBstanen  of  e  nee«sity  for  thii  snMll  addi- 
tioa  to  OUT  force  in  my  own  State.  The  public 
caanoD  sent  from  Charleston  to  be  deposited  in  a 
fort  tbere,  were  lodged  on  the  wharves,  and  when 
tbe  hurricane  came,  these  wharves  amoo^  others 
were  destroyed,  tb«  caonon  slipped  down  into  the 
feimdatuHi,  and  th«  owners  of  the  wharves  rebuilt 
them  upon  theie  rery  eaonoD;  they  oow  lie  ba< 
lied  IB  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  If,  then,  we 
dcpoHte  public  arms  within  these  fortifications, 
there  must  be  somebody  to  take  care  of  them.  Is 
chere  any  principle  on  which  we  coutd  put  the 
Militia  in  draogbt  to  take  care  of  fortifications  7 
Aa  to  tbe  observations  of  tbe  genttemta  from  Con- 
necticut, (Mr.  D&HA,)  I  may  have  travelled  out 
the  record;  infantry  are  not  caanoniers,  artil- 
lerists, or  engineers;  bat  if  a  inan  can  handle  a 
musket,  he  can  a  cannon.  Another  thing:  gentle- 
men  who  sometimes  differ  in  opinion  wiiti  me, 
beld  oat  to  our  Western  brethren,  when  we  were 
expending  millions  on  the  seaeoast,  wbUe  the 
poets  OQ  oar  Western  frontier  are  some  hundred 
miles  aaonder,  that  we  should  alto  provide  for 
them  when  reouisite.  Are  we  to  yield  the  point? 
la  it  handsome?  Would  they  not  have  held  back 
their  anent  to  fortifications  ii  they  had  supposed 
we  should  have  refused  them  this  little  when  they 
aaked  ii  ?  I  know  that  tbe  miliUa  are  ^e  most 
competent  defence  for  a  free  country:  but  I  also 
know,  from  those  acquainted  with  the  mode  of 
warfare  on  the  frontiers,  that  rallying  points  are 
of  immense  iouiortance,  and  a  few  men  might 
save  tbe  lives  of  thousands. 

Mr.  ErPBs  certainly  had  not  an  intention  to 
cast  the  slightest  refleeliun  on  the  views  or  iatext* 
tiouK  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  as 
for  both  be  had  the  highest  respect.  What  I 
meant  was,  that  it  is  time  to  decide  whether  we 
will  adhere  to  our  aatiooal  defence,  or  whether 
we  ahonld  depad  upon  regular  troops.  This  ad- 
dition, although  trifling,  brings  into  view  that 
principle.  If  you  mean  net  to  depend  oo  this 
aystem,  yon  will  not  raise  troom^  and  the  c$m 
which  I  stated  as  to  the  fortificationa  of  .New 
Teifc,  was  merely  to  show  .that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  was  not  aware  what  his 
■sgmoent  would  lead  to,  and  not  to  insinuate  that 
the  gendenuia  had  any  dispottitiou  to  raise  a  stand- 
ing army- 
Mr.  SotTTHASD  advocated  an  addition  to  the 
military  force,  but  wished  the  Committee  to  rise 
and  lake  up  the  War  Eistablishment.  luf  peak- 
ing of  ike  frontier  he  stated  that  Common  report 
said  that  the  Goveraor  and  Council  of  Canada 
had  determined,  in  case  of  war,  immediately  to 
seize  on  our  out-posts,  as  they  were  weak,  and 
couU  be  easily  and  immediately  seized;  the  pres- 
mi  sUeatitm  of  our  Western  po^  was  a  tempta- 
tion to  si^essioD.  Where  was  Aaron  Burr? 
Rnmor  said  ibat  he  was  pursuing  bis  original 
plan  aiore  daringly  than  ever;  and,  to  save  a  few 
di^rsjshoold  they  olgeot  to  increasing  the  Peace 
EsubluhmeOft?  Surely  not  Mr.  S.  went  into 
an  argument  to  show  that  the  militia  were  not 
calcnlaied  to  serve  in  ^irrison.  Ha  was  Of^Kised 
tt  a  itaoding  army  ^bnt  this  inereaae  did  not  lend 
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towards  tbe  areetioo  of  a  standing  army.  The 
observations  of  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina brought  to  his  recollection  some  lines  he  had 
lately  seen  in  a  newspaper : 

"  John  Bull  csjght  them  fast  asleep,"  &c. 

And  look  back,  for  several  years,  and  you  will 
find  that,  in  all  military  expeditions,  Great  Brit- 
ain bad  ever  taken  advantage  of  the  unprotected 
situation  of  opponents. 

Mr.  Mastbiib  said  he  understood  the  hon* 
orable  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppbs)  to 
say,  that  this  nation  was  in  a  state  of  defence,  and 
ready  to  strike  a  blow;  and  he  gravely  asked  if 
there  were.any  members  in  this  House  who  daxs 
risk  their  repnution  by  saying  that  they  were 
not.  He  would  ask  that  genueman  if  he  was 
witling  to  risk  his  reputation  ontbe  assertion  that 
we  were  in  a  proper  state  of  defence?  I  admit 
that  we  have  appropriated  one  million  of  dollars 
for  fortifications,  and  authorized  the  building  of 
one  hundred  and  eigbty-eig^t  gunboats.  Does 
the  honorable  gentleman  suppose  by  this  that  the 
nation  is  ready  to  strike,  a  blow?  How  is  thia 
nation -defended?  Almost  all  onr  fortifications 
on  our  extended,  seaeoast  are  in  rains,  and  a  sin- 
gle ship-of-tbe-line  can  enter  any  of  yonr  harhotit 
and  lay  any  of  your  towns  under  contribntioD. 
The  Spani&h  possessions  are  adjoining  on  the  one 
side,  the  British  on  the  other,  who  are  reinforciDg 
and  strengthening  their  posts;  we  have  an  im- 
mense frontier  bordering  on  savage  Indians,  and 
the  few  troops  stationed  at  Detroit  and  Michili- 
mackinac  are  liable  to  be  massacred  by  a  small 
band  of  Indians :  yet  we  are  told  that  we  are 
ready  to  strike  a  blow.  I  consider  the  defenceless 
situation  of  those  and  other  traces  a  disgrace  to 
the  nation.  I  have  been  surprised,  the  whole  of 
this  session,  to  hear  'members  daily  on  this  floor 
declare  that  we  were  on  the-eve  of  a  war ;  at  tbe 
same  time  no  measures  are  taken  to  nise  a  single 
soldier,  and  there  is -scarce  a  fort  or  battery  in 
good  repair.  The  fort  on  QorerttDr*s  Island,  in 
your  most  important  harbor,  has  one  cannon  well* 
mounted,  and  fifteen  or  tarenty  more  mounted  on 
rotten  carriages.  Is  this  a  state  of  defence  ?  I 
believe  we  stand  at  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  and 
the  nation  are  trembling  and  awaiting  the  mult 
of  Our  foreign  relations ;  and  we  are  next  to  de- 
fenceless;  we  have  about  sixty  gunboats  built, 
and  those  partially  manned. 

The  Seoreury  of  the  Navy  has  recommended 
the  employment  of  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-two  sailors,  in  addition  to  our  pres- 
ent establishment  of  fourteen  hundred.  The 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill,  which  met  with  opposition,  and  the  Comr 
mittee  rose ;  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy  made  an 
additional  report,  slating  that  the  PresideBt  did 
not  wish  any  more  sailors,  and  there  the  bnn- 
ness  rests. 

The  qoestitm  on  the  merits  of  this  bill  is,  whe^ 
tfaer  it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  onr 
troops  on  the.peaoe  establishment.  I  applaud  the 
augmenution  of  our  little  Army,  though  it  scarce- 
ly deservea  the  name  of  an  Army  t  it  is  not  a  si^ 
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fieieot  skelatoD,  at  all  times  bo  neoessary  to  build 
upon.  I  am  eoDTiQeed  an  increase  is  necessary 
tat  ibe  tafetjr  of  the  natioD  ;  we  bare  not  regular 
troops  sufficient  for  the  necessary  serTice  in  time 
of  peace.  Tbe  country  will  llways  be  in  some 
degree  liable  to  tbe  approacii  of  danger,  wben 
oar  affairs  are  not  alarming.  I  am  atnoog  thofte 
tHo  are  willing  to  reduce  to  political  practice  as 
near  as  possible  our  political  principles. 

I  bare  never  understood  tnat  it  iras'  contrary 
to  those  principle  to  have  as  many  standing 
troops  es  were  neoessary  to  defend  our  frontiers 
and  garrison  our  towns.  I  contend  that  our  pres- 
ent peace  ettabUslimeBt  is  not  snffieieirt  for  that 
purpose  J  an  increase  is  for  the  eonimon  seeuriiy 
of  all,  and  sound  poliejr  and  eovimon  hutiee  re- 
qaire  it  I  hire  no  objection  to  the  CommiClee 
reporting  progress,  if  it  is  for  iaformalioo  and  not 
for  delay. 

Mr.  Bppbs  Raid,  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
Ifork  was  as- little  acquainted  with  other  parts  of 
tbe  United  States  as  with  bis  own  State,  be  was 
but  ill  qoaliSed  to  legislate,  on  measures  of  de- 
fence. Does  be,  asked  Mr.  E.,  mean  to  stake  his 
reputation  upon  this  ?  Let  him  apply  to  tbe  Se- 
cretary of  War  and  see  bow  i^orant  be  is  of  the 
situation  of  the  chief  town  of  his  own  State.  I 
said,  that  this  was  a  proper  time  to  decide  on  tbe 
system.  Did  I  then  say,  that  the  Western  people 
should  not  be  protected?  lam  willing  togire 
the  people  of  that  eoontry  the  same  protection 
which  is  gtTeib  to  every  put  ttf  the  United  States. 
Theqoesuon  is,  in  what  way  will  you  do  it  %  Do 
yoa  talk  of  proleetiitg  that  country  by  two  or 
three  Aoosand  men  picked  up  in  the  streets  of 
your  cities,  posssessed  of  no  patriotism  f  When 
the  whole  extent  of  the  frontier  is  threatened,  d^ 
you  send  these  few  meh?  The  same  expense 
which  would  send  them  into  the  eonntrv  would 
]Mt  into  the  hands  of  the  people  thirty  toousand 
muskets — that  is,  a  defence  greater  than  that  pro- 
posed, u  thirty  is  to  one.  Good  God  1  Does  any 
man  doubt  that  it  would  be  better  to  put  these 
annt  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  partieulariy 
ci  the  Indiana  Territory,  who  now  petition  for 
them,  than  to  send  regular  troops  amongst  them  ? 
Coulo  not  thirty  thousand  arms  be  Iwtter  enr>- 
phmd  for  defence  than  one  thonmBd  regulars, 
and  wonld  this  not  beabetier'Byitcra?  Thegen- 
demtn  from  New  York  snys,  we  hnve  nothing 
for  defence.  Let  me  ufc  the  genileman,  if  we 
mss  m  law  for  raising  one  handr^  thotwand  men, 
how  soon  should  we  get  them  into  sernee'?  In 
this  couDtryj  where  industry  is  the  order  of  tbe 
^y,  it  is  difficult  to  get  recruits.  It  never  was 
ttontempiated  in  this  country,  except  indeed  by 
men  who  vibrate  from  one  extreme  of  principle 
to  tbe  other,  to  rely  oo  a  standing  army,  because 
if  we  raise  them  in  war  they  must  be  kept  up  even 
in  peace.  I  never  yet  have  voted  for  a  regular 
army  or  soldier  in  time  of  peace.  Whenever  an 
opportunity  has  offered,  I  have  vot^  them  down. 
and,so  help  me  God,  I  will  as  long  as  I  live.  And 
so  long  too  I  am  disposed  to  arm  our  own  citi- 
zens. Lay  aside  this  bill  and  appropriate  half  a 
million  for  arms,  and  I  will  vote  with  ytm.  Look 


ftt  the  regolar  armies  iriiieh  went  against  the 
Indians.  Look  at  their  defeats,  and  the  money 
which  they  eost  The  Smte  of  Sentncky  ridi- 
culed tbe  United  Slatee  and  our  regulars,  and 
with  a  few  militia  went  out  and  coinpletely  de- 
feated the  IndiaD»— and  yet  we  talk  of  rcgnlar 
troops.  These  eaonet  be  sttpported  in  sufficient 
number  to  Tep«l  •Hack  without  eBdugeriog 
liberty. 

If  you  are  disposed  to  support  liberty  by  regular 
troops,  I  for  one  despair  of  it.  However  disposed 
for  peace,  the  time  must  arrive  when  we  cannot 
avoid  war ;  and  the  mtunent  which  cooe^as  the 
sword  of  defenee.  to  mereenanr  troope  dealrayeibe 
main  bulwark  of  freedom,  rbave  been  led  far- 
ther on  the  subject  than  I  intended  to  go,  a* 
(  rose  only  to  reply  to  the  gentlemnn  from  New 
York ;  and  before  he  sukea  his  reputtCion  on  tbe 
subject,  I  woold  advise  him  to  apply  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Wer  10  know  how  many  cannon  ibere 
are  oo  good  carriages  in  the  city  of  New  Ywk. 
Any  traveller  who  may  have  walked  in  the  port 
and  seen  one  cannon,  cannot  pretend  to  say  whit 
is  the  leal  force  there. 

Mr.  MAeTBBB  said,  he  had  not  said  there  was 
but  one  cannon  :  he  bad  said  there  were  but  a  few, 
and  that  would  be  found  to  be  the  feot  But  it 
seemed  the  gentleman  vranted  no  information  as 
to  our  real  situation.  He  had  told  the  House  that 
be  had  voted  down  every  soldier,  and,  so  help  hioi 
Ood,  he  would.  I  admil^  said  Mr.  M.,  that  the 
gendeaum  had"  here  shown  his  superior  skill  as  a 
statemnan.  I  will  not  detraetfrom  the  militia  { 
I  believe  them  s  . brave  set  of  men,  and  wish  they 
were  armed ;  hut  we  want  seme  regulars.  I  do 
say  that  the  nation  is  not  in  a  stale  of  deimee  iu 
that  point.  No  assertion  can  convince  the  nation 
to  the  contrary  ;  for  from  fact  we  knoW  that  we 
are  not  in  a  state  of  defence.  These  are  fads 
which  cannot  be  Contradicted,  notwithBtaading 
the  gentleman's  declaration.  • 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiiAiAHB  observed,  that  after  what 
bad  been  said  by  the  genderaan  from  Vtrgiaia  at 
to  the  principle  of  the  bill  he  need  say  nothing 
m<»re  than  bravo !  to  it.  and  that  he  should  like  to 
hear  it  over  again.  The  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia  had  told  them  trae ;  this  measure  bad  often 
bMB  bef(«e  the  Hom^  and  as  oflen  beeb  attempt- 
ed to  be  made  the  entering  wedge  to  a  eiBBding 
army.  My  honoraUe  CMwagae,  said  Mr.  W.} 
hae  given  some  reasons  in  favor  .of  the  bilL  The 
same  reaeoBS  would  operate  for  raising  three 
thousand  men.  tmly  ihree-tbonsaBd—and  my  &Ar 
league,  if  his  reasons  w««  to  prevail,  might  aee, 
before  he  retired  from  CoBgress  in  which  I  bepe 
he  will  l<mg  continue,  a  steading  army  of  sixty 
or  seventy  thousand  men.  I  ^oold  not  have 
risen  at  this  time,  but  to  prevent  an  idea  which 
may  arise  from  what  fell  from  my  colleague,  who 
stated  the  fact  io  relation  to  some  cannon ;  hot 
as  the  bkme  may  fall  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 
I  will  observe  that  the  caooon  were  under  tbe 
chargeof  the  Navy  agent  at  Charleston ;  and  that 
agent,  into  whose  wharf  they  sunk,  did  not  teke 
care  of  them,  and  the  fatrit  rests  with  him.  I 
nnderslaod  the  geMteoutn  from  New  Jersej  (Mr. 
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Sovtbabd)  to  urge  the  propriety  of  raising  aa 
adiUtioaal  force  to  defend  us  against  traitors. 
We  Mod  DO  more  in  need  of  it  now  than  we  did 
befimfor  that  purpose.  The  probability  is,  that 
iJw  iaie  conspiracy  has  totally  subsided.  1  under- 
siDod  the  geatlemaa  from  Kentucky  to  call  upou 
BS  to  defend  our  frontier  aealnst  the  Indians.  Is 
it  Dot  a  fact  thht  the  first  force  we  employed  was 
to  preTeot  transgressions  of  our  people  on  the  In- 
dians, and  not  to  repel  their  transgressions  on  as  t 
!  think  it  was  so. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell  thought  this  debate  bad 
taken  rather  a  curious  course,  for  they  were  dis* 
cossine  a  war  instead  of  a  peace  measure.  The 
btU  nnder  eonsideratioD  proposed  a  Militarv  Peace 
Bstablishment,  and  every  gentleman  who  bad 
spoken  had  gone  into  a  discussion  of  a  war  estab- 
Itsbment.  Nothing  could  more  forcibly  show 
the  propriety  of  setting  aside  the  peace  estab- 
lishment nntil  the  war  establishment  was  de- 
cided on.  For  myself,  said  be,  I  really  cannot 
think  It  important  for  gentlemen  to  come  here 
and  abine  oar  state  of  defence  on  the  one  side 
or  eulogise  it  on  the  other.  Their  assertions 
haTe  no  effect ;  and  it  is  of  much  more  import- 
aoee  to  attend  to  the  subject  now  before  the 
Home,  if  war  be  apprehended,  it  is  more  impor- 
tant to  anihorize  the  raising  of  such  a  number  of 
men  as  may  be  necessary  m  case  of  rupture,  be- 
fore we  determine  what  shall  be  done  in  peace. 
I  do  not  a^ee  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Bppes.)  I  think  if  we  have  war  that  we 
we  must  have  an  addition  to  our  military  force; 
and  that  we  ought  to  authorize  the  raising  an 
army  at  this  time.  Gentlemen  tell  us  of  arming 
the  militia ;  it  is  little  more  than  a  phantom  at 
ibis  time;  and  with  respect  to  the  idea  of  gtving 
ihe  people  protection  by  giving  them  arms,  it  is 
still  more  fbtile.  There  are  rery  few  effective 
men  m  the  Western  cuontrr  who  nave  not  arms. 
TbeyliaTearms,and  which  they  can  manage  much 
better  than  any  arms  the  United  Stales  can  give 
them.  When  it  it  possible  to  get  arms,  I  uoall 
have  no  objection  to  place  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  militia.  But  to  talk  of  arming  the  militia 
wfaeikwe  are  talking  of  raisiog  a  miTitarv  force  is 
imlennt.  I  think  the  Committee  should  rise,  as 
thu  a[q>ean  to  be  intended  as  an  increase  of  the 
peace  establishment,  and  take  up  a  measure  cal- 
culated to  prepare  for  war;  and  therefore  I  wish 
the  peace  establishment  to  He  on  the  table,  and 
immediately  to  take  up  the  bill  to  raise  a  provi- 
sional army.  If  we  have  war,  the  troops  propo- 
sed by  that  bill  can  be  raised;  if  we  have  peace 
it  wiU  be  time  enough  then  to  determine  for  or 
afuut  an  addition  to  the  peace  establi^ment. 
Vet  w  examine  the  sabject  as  it  presents  itself : 
when  at  peace,  we  may  adopt  peace  measures. 
These  are  my  impressions ;  and  1  hope,  therefore, 
the  Committee  will  rise,  and  for  this  a  great  rea- 
son is  the  very  torn  which  this  discussion  has 
taken. 

Mr.  Gabdehikr  Hoped  the  Committee  would 
not  rise.   Reasons  had  been  given  b^  one  side 
of  the  question  in  favor  of  the  rising  of  the  Com- 
auttee  that  the  bill  might  not  be  pi}t  to  sleep  ia 
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that  way  by  a  refusal  again  to  consider  it.  In- 
stead of  putting  it  to  sleep  side-way,  as  was  now 
rather  the  fashion,  be  hoped  it  would  he  decided 
on  principle ;  that  they  would  go  on  with  it  and 
decide  on  its  merits.  As  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill  he  could  on  one  side  easily  perceive  the  ne- 
cessity for  the  additional  force  contemplated  to 
be  raised,  and  on  the  other  could  not  see  any  po&* 
sible  danger  to  arise  from  it.  In  the  Ailanlio 
States,  said  he,  we  do  not,  to  be  sore,  want  an 
augmentation  of  the  Peace  Establishment.  The 
country  being  pretty  fully  inhabited  possesses  in 
itself  a  power  ip  repel  assault.  But  would  any  gen- 
tleman suppose  that  on  our  frontiers,  so  defence- 
less and  exposed,  the  militia  would  be  competent 
for  defence  ?  Assuredly  not.  They  ought  to 
have  a  force  adequate,  if  not  to  prevent,  at  least  to 
repel  invasion  when  it  comes.  The  situation  of 
the  country  demauds  it — our  dutjr  demands  it. 
The  people  on  the  frontier  have  m  themselves 
the  means  of  protection  from  the  savages ;  and 
though  we  mqy  regain  the  country  alter  it  is 
overran,  in  doing  so  you  will  have  to  march  ovei 
the  bodies  of  your  citizens  whom  you  have  left 
defenceless,  who  have  approached  you  with  sup- 
plications, but  in  vain.  I  will  not  take  upon 
myself  responsibility  of  this  kind.  This  Govern- 
ment owes  protection  lo  every  individual,  how- 
ever mean  or  abject  his  condition;  and  where- 
ever  every  individual  is  protected,  the  whole 
community  is  secured.  I  wish  particularly,  from 
the  alarms  in  the  Western  country^  not  only  to  es- 
tablish a  force  which  shall  be  sufficient  to  repel  in- 
ternal as  well  as  external  violation,  but  to  remove 
from  that  country  all  cause  of  national  discon- 
tent— to  show  them  that  we  are  as  much  alive 
and  sensible  to  their  interests  as  to  our  own — that 
we  consider  the  United  States  as  one  great  poli- 
tical body,  every  part  of  which  it  is  our  doty  to 
protect.  This  is  tne  true  policy  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  and  will  leave  to  conspiretors  little  hope  of 
succeeding  in  attempts  to  corrupt  your  citizens. 
If  you  act  otherwise  you  open  a  door  to  the  wiles 
of  conspirators.  In  every  point  of  view,  there* 
fore,  an  augmentation  of  the  standing  military, 
force  of  the  country  is  necessary,  I  am  as  bos- 
tile  to  a  standing  army  as  any  gentleman  ;  but  I 
do  not  call  every  little  augmentation  the  erection 
of  a  standing  army.  There  would  be  but  little 
fear  of  our  oeiug  overcome  by  even  ten  thousand 
men ;  there  is  no  evil  to  apprehend  from  augmen- 
tation. Independent  of  these  considerations  of 
immediate  danger,  we  ought  not  to  adhere  too 
closely  at  this  time  to  thepoHcY  of  not  augment- 
ing our  Military  Peace  Establishment.  This  is 
not  an  age  of  the  world  in  which  pacific  measures 
are  to  be  indulged.  If  in  other  ages  it  happened 
that  liberty  has  been  overset  by  corrupting  the 
military  force,  we  do  know  that  in  the  age  in 
which  we  live  power  and  might  sway  the  nations 
of  the  universe.  We  know  that  no  naUon  is  se- 
cure except  it  be  strong,  nor  strong  except  it  be 
in  a  situation  to  exercise  its  power.  Etowever 
pleasing  it  be  to  indulge  in  pacific  maxims,  the 
truth  is,  we  must  be  powerful  and  in  a  situation 
to  exercise  our  power,  or  we  are  not  secure.  No* 
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thing  else  can  secure  Us.  In  every  measure,  there- 
fore, which  has  for  its  object  this  security  I  shall 
readily  concur.  I  am  not  conversant  in  detail — 
that  I  will  leave  to  others.  It  is  necessary  at  this 
time  to  throw  off  oar  pacific,  inoffensive,  and  phil- 
osophic character,  and  assume  one  more  com- 
manding, which  if  not  by  justice,  yet  by  the  fears 
which  It  inspires  may  he  preserved.  On  the  one 
hand  1  think  gentlemen  wrong  who  oppose  stand- 
ing force  in  every  shape,  and  on  the  oioer  I  think 
those  wrong  who  oppose  the  militia.  Both  may  be 
employed  and  both  lo  good  purpose,  but  we  should 
always  hare  in  riew  the  peculiar  circumstaoces  of 
the  country.  It  is  not  enough  to  be  talking  about 
the  insult  on  the  Chesapeake  or  to  be  dealing  out 
anathemas  against  the  British  nation.  This  may 
produce  a  rage  throughout  the  nation,  though  not 
that  feeling  which  is  necessary  for  the  protection 
6f  the  country.  It  is  idle  policy  to  listen  to  the 
trifling  injury  which  we  might  receive  from  a 
standing  force  when  the  public  good  requires  it. 
We  should  therefore  not  only  talk  but  act,  that, 
before  the  moment  arrives  in  which  we  must  meet 
the  calamities  of  war,  we  may  be  prepared  for  it 
as  much  as  in  our  power.  If  we  raise  this  force 
the  expense  will  be  but  little  for  tranquillity,  and 
which  we  can  easily  pay  if  exempt  from  the  bur- 
dens attendant  on  a  state  of  war ;  if  we  do  not  in- 
crease our  present  force,  the  lives  of  our  citizens 
which  may  be  tost  in  consequence  of  the  omission 
cannot  be  regained.  The  maxim  will  not  do  that 
justice  may  rely  on  the  justice  of  others.  We 
are  just  to  others,  but  others  are  not  so  to  us. 
Power  onlv  can  insure  justice.  On  the  same 
principle  that  I  advocated  fortifications  on  our 
seashore,  I  would  :;o  all  lengths  for  raising  force 
for  protection  of  the  Western  country.  My  only 
objection  to  the  bill  is.  that  the  amount  of^  force 
to  be  raised  is  not  double  what  the  bill  provides. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  perhaps  it  might  be  an  expedi- 
ent course  for  gentlemen  always  to  vote  against 
measures  which  were  sometimes  unpopular.  He 
thought  be  had  heard  of  a  person  who  always  voted 
against  the  levying  of  taxes  and  against  the  grants 
of  money.  It  is  a  safe  course  of  proceeding,  said 
Mr.  D.,  because,  if  a  tax  is  popular,  he  will  be  ex- 
empt from  reproach;  if  nnpopnlar,  nobody  can 
find  fault  with  him  for  it.  I  cannot  boast,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  I  have  always  voted 
against  regular  troops— that  I  have  always  voted 
ihem  down — and  certainly  I  have  not  so  much 
confidence  in  my  own  wisdom  and  foresight  as  to 
pledge  mvsetf,  with  a  solemn  invocation,  that  I 
never  will  vote  for  them.  When  the  gentleman 
tells  us  that  every  country  which  has  lost  its  lib- 
erty has  lost  it  by  a  standing  army,  did  he  mean 
that  it  was  by  a  standing  army  of^  its  own,  or  by 
the  standing  army  of  a  foreign  Power,  to  which  it 
had  not  a  regular  force  to  oppose?  Mr.  D.  cited 
several  insunces  from  history  of  liberty  lost  by 
nations  from  other  causes  than  standing  armies. 
What  is  there,  said  he,  in  all  this  noise  about  stand- 
ing armies  and  war  1  If  we  have  war,  those  who 
best  understand  it  most  have  preference :  the  ripest 
in  experience  in  everything  is  superior  lo  the  nov- 
ice. Does  the  gentleman  mean  to  ny  that  the 
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militia  will  answer  for  garrison  duty?  I  would 
apply  to  any  roan  of  them  who  ever  shouldered  s 
musket  or  wielded  a  sword,  and  be  would  tell  me 
that  for  garrison  duty  they  are  peculiarly  uofit, 
because  they  peculiarly  abhor  service  on  the  fron- 
tiers, taking  care  of  stores,  dbc.,  which  requires  an 
exercise  of  constant,  regular,  and  perseveriDg  pa- 
tience, and  incessant  aiteotion.  It  is,  of  all  modet 
of  garrisoning  posts,  the  most  wasteful,  prejadl- 
ciatto  the  community,  and  dissatisfactory  to  the 
people — at  least,  such  is  the  opinion  I  hare  boea 
led  to  form.  As  respects  arms  at  fixed  stalioat, 
you  certainly  want  some  person  to  be  responuble 
for  them;  and  certaiuty  as  respects  important  poiata, 
which  are  the  keys  of  the  country,  you  want  some 
men  there.  Need  the  House  be  informed  of  the 
importance  of  those  positions  which  commaad 
great  portions  of  the  country,  whether  maritime 
or  territorial?  Need  any  one  be  informed  of  the 
importance  of  such  a  post  as  MichtllimackioacT 
Need  any  one  be  told  of  the  importance  of  Nev 
Orleans,  so  exposed  to  the  attack  of  any  foreign 
Power?  Need  any  gentleman  be  told,  that  who- 
ever seizes  the  key,  will  not  have  much  difficulty 
in  opening  the  trunk?  There,  a  constant  vigi- 
lance is  required.  I  feel  therefore  willing,  because 
I  deem  it  perfectly  proper  as  it  respects  garrison 
duty  in  lime  of  peace,  to  raise  a  sufficient  number 
of  men  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  guard  of  maga- 
zines, &e.  I  am  perfecily  willing  to  role  for  them, 
because  I  beliere  them  cheaper,  belter,  safer.  Bat 
I  am  not  able  to  ascertain,  with  convenience,  what 
should  be  the  number.  And  as  it  respects  the  pre- 
sent bill,  I  bare  not  information  to  enable  me  to 
say  whether  this  bill  ought  to  pass,  and  no  disea»- 
sion  which  can  uke  place  in  this  House  will  ena- 
ble me  to  decide.  I  find  that  by  the  bill  provision 
is  made  for  a  battalion  of  cavalry.  The  aonval 
expense  for  each  private  would  be  about  fourot 
five  hundred  dollars,  making  for  the  whole  batta- 
lion an  additional  annual  expense  of  from  one 
hundred  and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  (koa- 
sand  dollars.  According  lo  my  present  view,  if 
merely  for  the  purposes  of  peace,  I  cannot  see  the 
necessity  for  cavalry,  though  it  may  be  necessary. 
The  question  is  not  now  whether  this  number  of 
men  shall  be  raised,  but  whether  of  this  specific 
description.  As  I  do  not  perceive  the  oecesiitr 
for  these,  I  should  wish  for  some  iaformatioa  as 
respects  the  serrice  which  may  be  expected  of 
them.  I  am,  therefor^  in  favor  of  the  Commit- 
tee's rising ;  for,  whatever  may  be  our  zeal  a>  re- 
spects the  providing  means  of  defence,  zeal  aloae 
will  not  do.  There  must  be  something  like  con- 
duct, capacity,  and  iotelligence,  as  well  as  zeal, 
patriolifm,  and  imagination. 

Mr.  SooTBAHD  remarked,  that,  from  the  argu- 
iments  used  by  gentlemen,  it  might  be  supposed 
that  the  question  was,  whether  they  should  raise 
a  standing  army  or  make  a  requisition  of  the  mi- 
litia. This  war  not  the  question.  The  question 
was,  whether  they  would  paes  this  bill  to  raises 
small  addition  to  their  present  military  force.  No 
man  placed  more  implicit  confidence  in  ihemih' 
tia  than  bimeeir,  but  he  wishetl  a  small  addititn 
to  the  regular  force.  He  tliaoked  God  that  tke 

Digiiized  by  VjOOQIC 


Military  EttabliahmaU. 


1657 


HISTOKY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1638 


Fkbbuart,  1806. 


forte  which  we  bare  bad  been  efficient  to  meet 
ind  ftee  an  enemy  on  the  Sabine,  and  to  crush 
one  of  tbe  most  nefarious  plots  that  erer  existed 
it  tke  country,  and  that  we  had  so  far  to  honest 
Ma  to  command  it  as  to  do  this  effectually.  He 
wiihed  tbe  coantry  always  to  be  prepared  to  crash 
u  iottrnal  foe  or  an  eiternal  enemy. 

Ur.  Rbu  iirg«d  the  passaj^  of  the  bilL  He 
£d  oot  know  wbat  information  the  |;eDileroan 
from  Coonecticut  coald  want.   All  his  observa- 
tioos  had  gone  to  the  detail  and  not  to  the  merits 
of  ihe  bill.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Eppes)  seemed  to  think  they  onght  now  to  de- 
cide wbal  method  of  defence  they  would  adopt. 
There  were  sereral  bilU  before  tbe  House  tor 
elassiii^  the  militia,  raising  a  provisional  and 
astiDdiDg  army,  and  tbe  question  could  as  well 
be  determined  on  this  bill  as  on  any  other.  The 
Hoase,said  be,  goes  into  a  Committee  on  the  mili- 
tia bill,  spend  three  or  four  days  on  that  without 
doiogaoylbinfi;  after  that,  lakes  up  the  bill  for 
the  provisiooaT  army  with  the  same  success;  then 
'  the  uti  establishment ;  after  four  or  fire  days 
■pent  on  it,  the  Committee  will  rise,  and  obtain 
letre  to  sit  again,  and  perhaps  we  nerer  may  get 
it  op  afiervarda.   I  am  not  in  faror  of  a  standing 
army,  but  wish  an  addition  to  the  present  force. 
Oeolleinea  have  told  as  of  the  militia  performing 
dnt  which  the  regulars  could  not.    The  regulars 
rader  General  VPayne  achieved  what  tbe  militia 
could  Dot,  and  finished  that  war,  which  had  cost 
so  mticb.   Mr.  R.  then  alluded  to  tbe  situation  of 
Michigan,  Detroit,  and  Louisiana;  their  unpro- 
tected situation  weisbed  with  him  to  insist  that 
tbe  Committee  should  not  rise.   The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  told  them  that  he  would  rather 
DTc  them  30,000  stand  of  arms  than  1,000  regu- 
ttn.  I  wish  for  both,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  if  tbe  gen- 
tienaa  would  ^ive  us  arms  with  such  liberal  mu- 
Bificeoce,  he  wiU  give  us  men  also — not  for  our 
Meaee,  but  fei  the  aervice  of  th«  United  Sutes. 
We  do  not  wish  defence  for  ourselves  but  for  our 
atcDded  frontier.  We  do  not  know  the  month, 
day,  or  boar,  in  which  we  may  hear  that  thou- 
nnas  have  been  massacred.   What  security  have 
w  that  tbe  country  is  not  already  attacked? 
While  we  are  disputing  about  the  expense  of  a 
n«  Rgnlar  troops,  our  neighbors  may  do  us  a 
tniachiu  to  tbe  amount  of  ten  times  tbe  expense 
of  tbcie  troops.   I  do  not  like  this  contracted  pol- 
icy; I  wish  to  save  money  as  much  as  any  man, 
bnt  not  ia  this  way.    We  have  gone  on  long 
eoongb  in  this  routine  of  reading  first  one  bill  ana 
then  another,  without  doing  anything.  Gentle- 
tncn  say  they  will  arm  our  own  citizens,  and  not 
*i»ploy  regular  troops.   If  these  regular  troops 
*ntiot  oar  own  citizens,  where  will  you  get  them 
I  bare  aa  much  confidence  in  tbe  militia 
asuiyone:  at  the  same  time  I  ag;reewiih  tbe 
mtkman  from  New  York,  that  from  10.000  re^- 
Our  troopi  there  wontd  he  no  danger  to  the  Unit- 
ed Sates— nor  from  20,000.  The  only  danger 
fntn  a  standing  army  is,  when  it  is  so  large  as  to 
OTereome  tbe  others.  There  would  be  no  danger 
from  this  number  with  even  an  Alexander  or  a 
CMrat  their  head. 
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Mr.  M.  Clat  hoped  the  Committee  would  riae, 
for  it  was  past  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  Eppes  azreed  with  gentlemen  who  said 
that  there  could  be  no  danger  from  these  few  men; 
but  it  was  the  commencement  of  a  system  which 
had  destroyed  the  liberties  of  all  countries.  Tbe 
^ntleman  represents  me,  observed  Mr.  E.,  as  sav- 
ing that  I  nerer  would,  on  anv  account,  vote  for 
regular  troops.   In  the  warmth  of  debate,  I  might 
have  said  so.  but  my  meaning  was,  that  I  would 
never  rely  altogether  on  regular  troops.   If  l  un- 
derstood  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  he 
agrees  with  me  in  wishinc  the  Committee  to  rise 
and  in  objecting  to  the  oilt,  but  he  is  apprehen- 
sive lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  be  is  opposed 
to  a  standing  army,  and  has  quoted  history  in 
favor  of  that  species  of  force.   On  some  other 
occasion  I  will  take  an  opportunity  for  a  more 
ample  discussion  with  tbe  gentleman  on  this 
sobjeet.   The  gentleman  says  some  men  always 
vote  against  taxes.   I  might  retort  upon  the  gen- 
tleman, and  say  that  some  gentlemen  always  vote 
for  them.   I  understood  him  to  say  that  some 
gentlemen  do  it  to  reconcile  it  with  their  cooati- 
tuents.   My  constituents  were  always  opposed  to 
high  taxes  and  standing  armies ;  in  1798  and  1799 
they  learned  to  dislike  them,  when  the  gentle- 
man's constituents  learned  to  like  them.  Mine 
have  ever  since  been  against  them,  and  bis  in  fa- 
vor of  them.  He  speaks  the  sentiments  of  those 
whom  he  represents,  and  I  likewise.   What  I  ad- 
vocate now  were  my  sentiments  in  1798  and  1799, 
and  the  reverse  was  professed  and  practised  by 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.   We  are  botn 
consistent;  he  has  oot  quit  his  course,  and  I  trust 
I  shall  not  quit  mine.   But  we  are  told  that  this 
measure  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  give  the  na- 
tion that  dignified  attitude  which  is  required  in 
tbe  present  convulsed  state  of  the  world.   It  re- 
ally would  be  curious  to  publish  tbe  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  in  one  column 
and  the  law  under  consideration  in  another.  He 
calls  upon  as  to  raise  a  thousand  troops  to  show 
that  we  mean  to  protect  our  citizens  and  insure 
justice.   I  hope  in  Qod,  whenever  the  United 
States  ate  disposed  to  show  their  attachment  to 
my  district  of  country,  that  it  will  not  be  by  send- 
ing Qs  regular  troops.   We  want  them  not.  For 
what  purpose  are  they  to  be  sent  to  the  Western 
country?   To  overawe  sedition?   There  was 
never  yet  a  country  in  which  they  have  not  pro- 
duced it.   Oppression  and  tyranny  will  drive  the 
people  to  rebellion,  and  standing  armies  produce 
both.   What  is  the  case  in  the  Territories  1  Do 
We  not  see  that  you  can  scarcely  put  an  officer 
there  who  can  withstand  the  prevalent  faction 
and  party?   And  such  will  always  be  the  case 
where  there  is  a  superior  tribunal  to  look  up  to. 
If  there  be  anything  which  will  harass  anddla* 
gust  tbe  people,  it  will  be  the  aendiog  an  atmy 
amongst  them.   I  do  not  want  to  keep  them  quiet 
in  that  way.   If  they  rebel,  I  would  rather  take 
the  system  of  punishing  tbem  for  it.   1  have  al- 
ways been  opposed  lo  standing  armies  in  time  of 
peace;  and  I  always  shall  be  opposed  to  resting 
the  duence  of  the  nation  on  standing  troops.  I 
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did  DOC  mean  to  ay  that  I  should  always  vote 
asainst  them,  but  that  I  would  not  rest  the  defence 
of  the  natiou  on  them  alone. 

Mr.  Lyon  made  some  observations  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  He  hoped  this  was  the  auspicious  time 
to  increase  the  regular  force  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  L.  compared  the  discussion  which  had  taken 
place  in  relation  to  garrisons  to  a  dispute  which 
might  arise  in  a  city  whether  it  should  be  watch- 
ed by  men  hired  for  the  purpose  or  by  alternate 
watches  of  the  citizens  themselves.  He  took  a 
Tiew  of  the  exposed  situation  of  the  Western 
country,  and  advocated,  generally,  the  support  of 
a  moderate  standing  force,  ne  expected  the 
Committee  would  rise,  as  it  was  late;  but  he 
hoped  the  subject  would  be  resumed  and  the  bill 
passed,  if  it  were  only  that  they  might  approach 
one  step  neprer  to  putting  the  nation  in  ft  statq  of 
defence. 

The  Committee  tben  rase — yeas  70,  and  obtain- 
ed leave  to  ait  again. 


Thursday,  February  18. 

The  amendatory  bill  concerniog  Courts  Mar- 
tial  and  Courts  of  Inquiry,  yesterday  presented  to 
the  House  by  Mr.  John  MontqoMert,  was  read 
,  the  second  ume,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Desha  presented  to  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  relative  to  the  opening 
oif  a  wagon  road  fVom  the  Ohio  river,  opposite 
Port  William,  to  intersect  the  road  leading  from 
Cincinnati  to  Fort  Wayne,  near  or  at  Fort  Rer 
covery.  The  said  resolution  was  read  ;  Where- 
upon, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Desha,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Reaohed,  That  the  CommiUee  on  Pnblic  Lands 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  cipedieDcy  of  opening 
a  wagon  road  from  the  Ohio  river,  oposite  Port  Wit 
liam,  at  the  mouth  of  Kentucky,  to  intersect  the  road 
leading  from  Cincinnati  to  Fort  Wayne,  near  or  at 
fort  Siecovery ;  and  that  they  be  anthorized  to  report 
by  bill,  or  otherffisfl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  causing  such  buoys  to  be  pro- 
vided and  placed^  as  may  be  requisite  for  the  se- 
carity  of  navigation,  at  and  near  the  entrance  of 
ConnecUcQt river;  and' to  report  by  bill, or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CnANnLER, 

JRetdved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  raising 
by  enlistment,  and  organizing  a  number  of  vol- 
nnteer  troops,  not  exceeding  iwenty-four  thousand 
men,  for  toe  service  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

OrderecL,  That  Mr.  CnANOtJiR,  Mr.  Tall- 
MADOE,  Mr.  Trigg,  Mr.  Finolet,  Mr.  Calboun, 
Mr.  Van  Alubn,  and  Mr.  Jobnson,  be  appointed 
a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
l^ole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  the  raising  an  ad- 


ditional army.  The  blanks  in  the  bill  were  so 
filled  as  to  provide  as  follows : 

That  there  be  raised  nine  regiments  of  infantry 
of  1,000  men  each,  one  regiment  of  artillerists  « 
1,200  men,  two  regiments  of  cavalry  of  600  men 
each,  and  two  regiments  of  riflemen  of  600eachj 
for  three  years,  unless  sooner  discharged ;  ' to 
be  commanded  by  two  Major  Generals,  four 
Brigadier  Generals,  one  Inspector  General,  and 
two  Assistant  lospectors. 

After  the  bill  was  gone  through,  the  Committee 
rose^  47  lo  46,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again. 

FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  Tah  Dteb  submitted  the  following  resota- 
tion,  which  the  House  agreed  to  consider. 

Reaolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  b» 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  such  intbrma- 
tion  touching  our  foreign  relations  as  he  may  deen 
consistent  with  the  public  interest,  the  better  to  enable 
thb  House  to  judge  bow  far  the  MiUtaiy  Eatablishmeat 
of  the  United  States  ought  to  be  increased. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  it  would  he  recollected  that 
the  President,  in  his  Message  to  Congress,  had 
given  reason  to  believe  that  be  would  in  the  course 
^  of  the  session  lay  before  them  information  relating 
to  this  verv  subject.  A  n^oiiatioo  wa^  dow 
eoiog  OQ ;  in  what  situation  it  is  impossible  toiay. 
We  know  nothing  of  it  as  legislators,  said  he,  for 
certainly  we  as  legislators  cannot  act  on  the  ru- 
mors which  are  afloat.  Tbere  ought  to  beacom- 
muoication  between  the  Chief  Magistrate  and  Ae 
Representatives  of  the  Union  when  employed  in 
public  business.  The  Chief  Magistrate  cannot 
find  himself  embarrassed  by  this  resolution  ;  it  is 
couched  in  terms  which  leave  him  at  liberty  to 
communicate  that  information,  or  withhold  it. 
It  is  not  my  wish  to  extract  froin  the  Cabinet  a 
single  syllable  which  would  afiect  the  negotiations, 
but,  when  bills  of  this  kind  are  brought  before ns, 
it  must  be  desirable  to  every  man  anxious  to  dis- 
charge bis  duty  to  know  what  can  be  known  on 
thisimportantsubject.  I  therefore  hope  the  Hous^ 
who  are  now  acting  blindfold  as  to  the  subject  of 
foreign  relations,  will  request  the  Executive  to 
give  us  such  information  as  can  be  communicatedi 
toenableustojudgeoftheexpediencyofincreaMDg 
onr  Military  Establishment. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  the  resolation  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  tinder  the  Constitution,  which  itis 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  obey,  he  is  directed 
to  ^ive  10  this  House,  whenever  be  shall  thiak 
proper,  information  relative  to  the  matters  within 
our  cognizance.  Had  the  gjenileman  from  Dela- 
ware read  the  last  MessageTrom  the  President  on 
the  subject  of  foreign  affiiirs,  be  would  have  there 
found  "  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  ray  part 
'  which  may  give  information  or  despatch  to  the 
'  proceedings  of  the  Legislature  in  the  exercise  of 
'  their  high  duties  at  a  momentso  interesting  to  the 
*  public  welfare."  This  assurance  was  made  when 
we  first  convened,  and  in  this  I  place  entire  con- 
fidence. Whenever  the  public  good  requires,  a 
disclosure  will  be  made.  I  have  no  donbt  at  all 
times  and  in  every  point  which  it  is  his  duty  to 
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infoimtbe  House  that  he  will  make  communica- 
tioB.  In  my  jadgment  it  would  at  this  time  "be 
improper  to  make  the  comrauaicatiou  which  the 
jfMttemaDcalls  for.  If  there  be  any  subject  which 
requires  Executive  secrecy,  it  is  the  oegotiatiou 
Dowpendiog.  Does  thegeatteman  desire  that  the 
President  should  say,  I  wish  to  raise  &fty  or  one 
kandrei  thoasaud  meat  Would  not  this  show 
the  Mate  of  the  negotiatioUj  and  would  it  not  bare 
u  ill  effect  ?  At  any  time  when  aoything  shall 
occur  which  shall  require  a  decisire  act,  no  doubt 
eoauuofiication  will  be  made. 

Hr.  Eluot  said  he  differed  radically  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  thought  this  the 
BOM  proper  time  that  could  have  been  selected  for 
etUing  upon  the  President  of  the  United  States 
foT  iuormatiou  respecting  our  foreign  relations. 
Was  there  ever  a  time,  said  Mr.  E.,  when  a  crisis 
of  such  momeut,  amid  circumstances  so  inauspi- 
eioos  and  ominous  as  those  which  now  encircle 
asjconldreoder  information  more  desirable  ?  Can 
there  ever  be  such  a  time,  when  this  House  shall 
have  lest  information  than  at  this  time  on  the 
•ttbjectofourrelationswiihforeign  Powers?  Are 
weneTer  to  be  permitted  to  pierce  this  impenetra- 
ble reil  which  has  so  long  corered  our^litieal 
prospect  with  thick  and  dark  clouds  ?  Shalt  not 
asohtary  ray  of  light  wander  through  the  gloom  1 
I  hope  we  are  not  much  looger  to  remain  m  dark- 
ness. I  hope  the  Representatiresof  the  American 
people,  and  the  people  themselves  are,  at  no  very 
aittint  date,  to  know  how  out  foreign  relations  not 
oolynow  stand,  but  howthey  have  been  conducted 
for  several-  years  past.  Over  our  relations  with 
Spain  and  France,  notwithstanding  their  extreme- 
ly delicate  character,  a  cloud  as  dark  as  ever  cov- 
tni  the  political  atmosphere  of  any  Republic  has 
lon|  been  suspended.  All  we  know  is,  that  dread- 
ful u  the  prospect,  and  that  **  shadows,  clouds  and 
darkness  rest  upon  it." 

^  Bat  the  reason  why  it  is  said  this  is  so  inauspi- 
ciotu  a  time  ivl>^Atise  a  negotiation  is  going  on 
between  the  GoTeroment  of  the  United  States 
and  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  from  the  Govern- 
neat  of  Great  Britain  j  because  a  negotiation  is 

rig  on  at  the  seat  of  Government,  with  one  of 
three  great  Powers  of  Europe  with  whom  our 
telafiODs  are  so  interesting,  we  are  not  to  call  for 
infomntion  on  the  subject  of  our  foreiga  relations 
geamlly.  If  I  understand  the  resolution  now 
onder  consideration  it  is  a  call  for  a  ceneral  view 
of  our  aitaation  ;  U  calls  for  such  information  re- 
mciiog  our  foreign  relations  as  the  President 
than  deem  it  consistent  with  the  public  interest  to 
commaoicate.  Is  it  possible  that  at  any  moment 
vbaievei  a  request  of  that  kind  can  be  objected 
lol  Can  there  be  a  time  when  it  could  beliable 
totlie least  objection  1  Every  gentlemau  knows 
Utttvebave  not  the  power  to  coerce  information  ; 
Mt  power  is  limited  to  the  request.  As  the  Pre- 
ndeot's  Message  has  been  alluded  to,  I  will  ob- 
sem  that  we  are  told  in  bis  Message  that  impor- 
tut  iaformation  will  soon  be  communicated— and 
none  of  any  consequence  has  yet  been  communi- 
cated. Wncn  I  say  that  no  information  of  con- 
wqiiciiea  has  been  communicated,  I  would  be  ua- 
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derstood  to  say^  none  of  cousequeooe,  when  coo^- 
paredwiihtheimmense  masswhich  the  Executive 
must  possess — compared  with  those  volumes  of 
documents  which  every  man  within  these  walls 
knows  that  the  Executive  does  possess,  nothing 
has  been  stated  to  us.  Do  gentleman  wno  object 
to  this  resolution  recollect  that  this  House,  as  a 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  is  intrusted 
with  the  most  important,  most  awful  power  that 
can  be  confided  to  any  departmeiu  of  any  govern- 
ment, the  power  to  declare  war? 

At  the  commencement  of  this  session  memben 
on  this  floor,  highly  respected  for  their  politic^d 
talents,  venerable  for  their  political  experience, 
members,  at  least  one  of  them,  second  to  none  ia 
political  service,  told  us  that  they  considered  that 
we  were  already  actually  in  a  state  of  war.  X 
differed  from  them.  I  did  not  believe  we  were  in 
a  state  of  war — nor  do  I  believe  that  we  are  now ; 
but  every  one  knows  that  there  is  a  prospect, nay, 
a  great  probability  of  war,  and  Congress  alone  can 
prepare  for  the  event.  The  measure  now  under 
consideration  (the  bill  for  raising  an  additional 
army)  and  which  appears  to  have  led  to  this  rea- 
olutiou  calling  for  information,  is  certainly  a  mea^ 
sure  of  a  warlike  aspect.  Do  we  want  an  addi- 
tional army,  if  we  have  no  prospect  of  war  7  We 
have  distinct  bills  foran  addition  to  the  Peace  Sb- 
tablishment  and  for  a  provisional  army*  It 
pears  to  me  then  that  we  ought  to  know,  as  w 
as  we  can  with  propriety,  what  is  the  prospect, 
in  the  most  extensive  view  of  it. 

In  the  Message  of  the  President*  of  the  United 
States  at  thecommencementof  the  present  session, 
of  our  differences  with  Spain  he  says,  they  "re- 
'  main  still  unsettled ;  nomeasurehaviD^been  taken 
'  on  her  part,  since  my  last  communications,  to 
'  bring  them  toa  close.  But  under  a  state  of  things 

*  which  may  favor  reconsideration,  they  have  been 

*  recently  pressed,  and  an  expectation  isentertaiued 
'  that  theymaysooQ  bebronghttoan  issueofaome 
'sort." 

We  have  no  information  on  this  subject  j  but, 
if  we  may  judge  from  what  has  heretofore  taken 
placcj  we  must  expect  war  with  Spain.  She  has 
once  mvaded  our  territory  j  in  consequence  of  aa 
agreement  with  oar  Commander-in-Chief  the  in- 
vaders retired ;  and  we  are  now  told  no  measures 
have  since  that  time  been  taken  to  briojg  our  dif- 
ferences with  her  to  a  close.  Spain  felt  herself 
authorized  to  take  possession  of  a  portion  of  ouz 
territory,  and  since  that  time  no  concession  has 
been  made  which  can  give  us  the  least  assurance 
that  she  has  abandoned  the  clum  or  that  she  may 
not  soon  reassert  it. 

As  it  respects  the  same  Power,  wearetoldc 
"  To  our  fonuer  grounds  of  complaiat  has  been  add- 
ed a  ▼eryserioos  oob,  «s  you  wiU  see  by  the  decree,  s 
copy  of  which  is  now  ommuaioated.  Whether  this 
decree,  which  prafeisea  to  be  cDnjbrmable  to  that  ttf  the 
French  OoYemraent  of  November  21, 1806,  hereto^ 
communicated  to  CoBgress,  wiU  alto  be  oonliaraHd  to 
that  in  its  oonttructton  .and  application  in  relation  tis 
the  United  Stales,  had  not  been  asewtained  at.  the  date 
of  our  last  commnnicstioni.  Theses  howevo^  gsiie 
reason  to  expect  such  a  confomu^.** 
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It  waa  intimated  that  there  was  reason  to  ex- 
pect tfcat  that  decree  would  be  conformed  to  the 
French  decree ;  and  I  believe  it  was  a  very  rea- 
sonable expectation  that  there  should  be  a  perfect 
conformity  in  the  decrees  of  the  French  and 
Spanish  Goveromenis.  We  now  know  what  is 
the  real  construction  of  the  French  decree,  and 
ve  know  it  to  be  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of 
war,  bat  we  choose  not  to  consider  it  in  that  point 
Of  light. 

France  has  declared  war  against  America,  and 
America  does  not  choose  to  declare  that  a  state  of 
war  exist3  between  the  two  Powers.  The  treaty 
between  this  country  and  France  stipulates  that 
we  shall  enjoy  free  commerce;  the  decree  says 
We  shall  bare  no  commerce.  France,  therefore, 
has  broken  the  treaty,  and  we  mav  with  profirie- 
tT  consider  oorselTCs  at  war  with  France,  if  it 
snould  be  thought  orudent  to  do  so.  The  same 
remark  does  not  appiy  to  the  late  decrees  of  Great 
Britain,  because  there  exists  no  commercial  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

"  Whether  a  regular  army  is  to  be  raised,  and  to 
what  extent,  depends  on  the  information  so  short- 
ly expected."  Here  is  an  explicit  declaration  by 
the  President  that  the  raising  of  an  armY,  and  the 
eztcDt  of  it,  most  depend  on  information  to  be 
reeeired.  We  hare  receired  information  that  the 
decree  -of  the  French  Gorernment  is  to  be  lite- 
idly  executed ;  hot  we  hare  not  supposed  it  ne- 
cessary to  raise  an  army  in  consequence  of  the 
determination  of  that  Gorernment  to  execute  it. 
Further  information,  then,  is  contemplated  as  a 
contingency  on  which  depends  the  consideration 
of  the  qnestioo,  whether  we  shall  bare  a  regular 
army  or  not.  So  extremely  interesting  is  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations  in  general;  so  per- 
fectly conrinced  am  I,  and  so  must  be  all  the 
-  members  of  this  House,  that  the  Executire  is  in 
possession  of  information  of  the  state  of  our  for- . 
Ctgn  relations  with  France  and  Spain,  and  that  a 
portion  of  it  ought  to  be  exhibttea  to  that  branch 
of  the  Gorernment  which  must  prepare  for  and 
declare  war,  if  we  bare  war;  and  so  far  convinc- 
ed am  I  of  oar  incompetency  lo  pass  that  judg- 
ment upon  the  state  of  our  foreign  relations  which 
onr  duty  re^oires,  that  I  do  most  cordially  approre 
of  the  motion  madeb^  the  gentleman  from  Dela- 
ware. If  no  other  objection  can  be  pointed  out, 
it  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  existing  negotiation 
cannot  operate  as  an  objection,  because  the  Pres- 
ident is  not  bound  to  communicate  anything 
which  he  may  think  proper  to  conceal.  If  ihts 
does  not  constitute  an  objection,  there  can  be 
none. 

We  are  told,  because  the  President  has  said 
that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  his  part,  that  it 
is  not  proper  to  call  for  information.  This  is,  to 
me,  a  r^ry  strange  argument;  and  nothing  can 
be  mote  hostile  to  the  principles  of  a  free  Gor- 
ernmrat  than  the  deliberate  assomption  of  such 
m  position.  Is  our  QoverameD^  indeed,  a  Qor- 
eroment  of  confidence  ?  It  may  not,  indeed^  be 
«s  it  has  been  called,  a  CtoTemment  of  suspicion, 
bat  it  is  certainly  not  a  Ooremraent  of  unlimited 
eonfidence.  The  Gonstitation  has  said,  that  the 
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President  shall,  from  time  to  time,  eommuDicate 
such  information  as  he  deems  proper ;  and  has 
thus  made  him  the  judge  of  what  is  proper  for 
communication  ;  but  practice  has  long  established 
the  principle,  that  the  HoOse  of  RepreseDtatires 
hare  a  right  to  request  information  wheaerer 
they  choose  to  ask  it.  If,  therefore,  there  is  noth- 
ing in  the  present  state  of  tbin^  which  forbid 
this  resolution.  I  cannot  see  why  it  should  be  ob- 
jected to.  1  aisclaim  the  nobognded  confidence 
professed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia ;  I  dis- 
ctaim  It  as  a  friend  to  the  rights  of  the  American 
people;  and,  as  one  of  those  intrusted  by  them, 
in  a  crisis  of  great  danger,  to  take  care  of  their 
great  political  interests,  the  real  state  of  which 
they  are  not  themselves  permitted  to  know.  In 
disclaiming  unbounded  confidence,  I  make  no  per- 
sonal discrimination.  Were  Washington  at  the 
head  of  the  Gorernment,  I  would  disclaim  it  as 
I  now  do.  The  days  of  Washinoton,  indeed, 
are  past,  but  principles  remain  the  same.  Who- 
erer  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Gorernment,  on 
him  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  call,  to  commuoicate 
such  information  as  he  may  think  pro|ier.  When 
I  say,  howerer,  tbat,in  disclaiming  this  unbound- 
ed confidence,  I  make  no  personal  application,  I 
wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I  hare  no 
extraordinary  degree  of  confidence  in  the  pres- 
ent Administration — extraordinary!  I  repeat ^  I 
hare  a  confidence  that  it  is  pursuing  what  it  deems 
the  interest  of  the  nation — but  I  am  not  so 
confident  that  iis  conduct  is  consonant  to  the 
dictates  of  a  sound  judgment.  It  is  impossible, 
however,  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  the  subject. 
AH  is  coojecture.  Information  is  wanted.  It  may 
appear  that  the  Administration  is  pursuing  the 
most  wise  course ;  and,  if  so,  it  is  ceriaioly  desi- 
rable to  remore  all  saspicioa  from  the  public 
mind. 

Mr.  Lton  made  some  observations  in  favor  of 
the  resolution;  in  the  course  of  his  observations 
remarkioff  that  many  stories  bad  been  circulated 
of  French  infiuence  respecting  the  embargo,  so 
that,  if  for  no  other  reason,  this  resolution  ought 
to  be  adopted,  because  it  would  operate  an  econo- 
my of  lies. 

Mr.  M.  Clay  mored  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table.  It  was  not  improper,  but  premature. 
He  was  of  the  same  opinion  as  to  the  bill  under 
consideration  to-day,  (additional  army,)  rather 
premature. 

Mr.  Cook  said,  he  wanted  information.  Was 
there  anything  indicative  of  war  1  Did  tbey  fear 
immediate  war  ?  No ;  they  did  not.  And,  after 
all  that  had  taken  place,  he  wished  to  knowwfae* 
ther  they  were  to  hare  peace  or  war. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  was  opposed  to  the  resolution 
at  this  time,  and  was  also  determined  not  lo  rote 
for  the  hilt  this  day  under  consideration  (addi- 
tional army)  till  he  bad  information.  This  was 
an  improper  time,  howerer,  to  ask  it.  It  must  be 
known,  said  he,  that  we  are  waiting  information^ 
and  that  the  state  of  erents  has  prerentMl  its  being 
communicated.  What  are  we  now  to  do?  We 
are  told  that  the  adrocates  of  the  resolution  do 
not  want  improper  information.  The  ioforma- 
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tioncdcd  for  is  with  a  view  dimtl^  expressed, 
to  euUe  US  to  met  on  a  war  measnre.  What 
moi t&e President  say?   If  he  recommeods  the 
iBmgtiS  troops,  or  to  the  contrary,  it  shows  bis 
tfmm  with  resiiect  to  the  ^oding  negotiaUoa, 
aMsaek  an  opiDion  the  President  may  not  wish 
MWruee.   Ix  i*  the  doty  of  the  Fresideac  to 
HBUBonicBte  such  informatioD  at  socb  times  as 
il«|ittUic  good  may  reouire  it.  He  knows  that 
we  want  iaformasion.  He  has  exirasly  told  us 
aalhiag  shall  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  giro  de- 
^iiteh  to  oor  proceediogs  at  a  moment  so  ioter- 
<siiBg  to  the  public  welfare.   What  more  could 
ke  have  said  1    Does  any  man  doubt  that  he  wilt 
aiTe  at  iaforniatioa,  when  it  is  aeeessary  to  act  t 
TheB,if  it  be  necessary,  id  bis  opioioa,  that  an 
amy  shall  be  raised,  that  wilt  be  a  momeot  in 
wkieh  it  will  be  proper  for  him  to  comrauoicate 
iafnmstion ;  and,  till  that  time,  I  shall  not  vote 
either  for  increasiDg  the  Peace  Kstablishmeat,  or 
for  raisiag  an  army.   I  will  not  act  without  io- 
fbraaiion ;  and  1  would  n<rt  be  understood  as 
wOU^  to  raise  twelve  or  fifteen  thoasand  men 
vtikMtt  beiiur  satisfied  that  they  are  necessary. 
And  I  hope  the  bill  will  not  be  called  op  till  we 
have  informattoD  oo  which  we  can  be  satisfied 
whether  or  not  it  is  necessary  to  raise  aa  army. 

Mr.  Bacom  said  that,  as  the  proposition  now 
before  ike  House  did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  one 
which  neceesarily  inTolred  in  it  aoy  ouestion  of 
pobiieal  or  personal  eonfideQce  in  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate the  nation,  he  could  not  think  that  it 
was  requisite  for  him  to  seize  apon  the  ot^easion 
(ot  the  purpose  of  declaring  whvtner  he  entertain- 
ed that  confideoee  or  not,  especially  when  he  con- 
sidered ibat,  howoTer  important  it  might  be,  that 
iheopioioos  of  some  other  gestlemea  io  the  House 
^oold,  in  this  respect,  be  known,  and  they  had 
OB  that  accoQDt  undoubtedly  supposed  that  they 
were  discharging  a  high  and  solemn  duty,  in  ex- 
pliciily  declaring  them ;  yet,  with  regard  to  him* 
wdL  it  was  a  matter  of  little  ooasideration,  either 
wioi  Hoose  or  the  nation,  to  justify  him  in 
stappiBg  aside  from  bis  doty,  for  the  purpose  of 
fnaaimn^hia  indiTidual  confidence,  or  express- 
ing Us  distmst  of  the  Execntire  Magistrate. 
Inaiercr  his  personal  partialities  or  aversions,  in 
thalnspeet,  might  be,  he  could  not  peFceive  the 
aecaihy  of  calfiDg  them  into  aotion  for  the  pur^ 
poR  of  enabling  him  to  decide  the  guestioa  now 
before  the  Honse ;  and,  in  giTing  his  vote  in  the 
B^tive,  he  felt  that  he  should  stand  justified  in 
it  meiety  by  that  Constiiational  confidence  which, 
as  a  member  of  one  branch  of  the  GtoTemment, 
he  mwht  be  sapposed  to  entertain  toward  another 
hiaacn,  and  that  was  all  which,  on  this  occasion, 
he  thought  it  oeeessary  to  express.  It  is  providea 
ia  ^  second  article  and  third  section  of  the  Con- 
stittttoo    that  the  President  shall,  from  time  to 


'  esMwy  and  expedient."  In  the  performance  of 
(Uadaty,  he  is  nndoubledly  inlrosted  with  a  dis* 
erelioBary  power,  for  the  due  and  proper  exercise 
which  be  is  fuUy  responsible.  If  he  is  pos- 


sessed of  any  iuformation  which  might  hare  an 
important  bearing  on  our  measures  and  detibera^ 
tions,  and  which  the  public  interest  does  not,  tot 
the  present,  require  him  to  keep  secret,  and  he  not* 
withstanding  fails  to  communicate  it,  and  tha 
public  service  thereby  soatains  injary,  he  is  an- 
doubtedly  as  much  responsible  for  that  neglect  of 
duty^  as  he  would  be  for  recommending  to  onr 
consideration  measures  which  were  improper  and 
detrimental  to  the  country;  and  if.  for  want  of 
that  iaformatiou  which  we  ought  to  have  had,  we 
fail  to  adopt  thoae  measures  which  the  public 
safety  re(][uires,  ibis  House  are  in  no  wise  respon- 
sible for  it,  it  rests  altogether  with  him.  Mr.  B*. 
remarked,  that  this  general  view  of  his  Constitu- 
tional powers  and  duties  was  particularly  appli- 
cable to  that  sort  of  information  which  he  might 
be  supposed  to  possess  in  relation  to  our  relatioiu 
with  foreign  Powers,  and  to  any  existing  nego- 
tiations which  mi^t  be  pending  between  us  and 
them  i  that  as  the  Executive  alooe  could  be  sup- 
posed to  know  what  the  peculiar  state  of  those 
relations  were,  so  he  alone  could  correctly  judge 
how  far,  and  when,  it  was  proper  to  give  then 
publicity.  The  Preaident  havine,  in  sabslanci^ 
told  us,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  that 
our  future  measures  must  depend  upon  the  events 
which  might  turn  up  thereafter,  and  which  would 
in  proper  lime  be  made  known  to  us,  we  had  a 
right  to  suppose  that  do  further  information  on 
those  subjects,  which  it  was  propei*at  this  time  to 
make  known,  was  in  bis  possession,  beyond  what 
had  already  been  communicated,  in  the  course  of 
the  session.  Whether  what  we  were  already  pos* 
sessed  of  was  sufficient  to  justify  any  particular 
measure  which  might,  from  any  quarter,  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  House,  every  member  would  judge 
for  himself,  being  responsible  for  his  conduct,  and 
bis  vote,  no  further  than  the  information  which 
was  laid  before  him  jtutified.  It  certainly  ia  not 
our  duty  to  remind  the  Executive  that  it  ia  at  all 
times,  and  more  particulariy  ia  the  preaent  eriti* 
cal  state  of  a&irs,  incumbent  on  him  to  furnish 
ua  with  every  light  that  he  possibly  can,  consistent 
with  the  public  convenience,  and  a  regard  lo 
pending  negotiatinas  with  foreign  Powers ;  and,  I 
repeat  it,  that,  for  the  proper,  faithful,  and  fair 
discharge  of  this  duty,  the  Executive  alone  is  re- 
sponsible to  the  natioD.  and  it  is  not  for  either  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  Glovernmeat  to  assume 
a  reEponsibiliiy  which  does  not  Constitutionally 
belong  to  them.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  not,  there- 
fore, tor  doing  it,  although  he  probably  felt  at 
much  curiosity  as  other  gentlemen  to  know  ex- 
actly how  we  were  situated  in  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  although  (le  protessed  lo  know  as  little 
about  them  as  any  other  member  on  that  floor. 

As  to  the  argument  used  by  a  gentleman  froift 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ltoh,)  that  it  was  politic  and 
expedient  to  pass  the  nsolution  before  us,  in  order 
to  prevent  misreprasentaticms  of  our  conduct  and 
our  views;  and  that  it  would,  therefore,  b^  as  bs 
exuressed  it'*  an  economy  of  lies;"  Mr.  B.  would 
onljr  remark,  that  the  crops  of  that  eommoditjr 
which  were  every  day  spriogiog  up  around  then 
and  in  every  quarter  of  the  country,  were  lo  ran- 
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Ij  beyond  what  was  neeesrary  for  their  ordinary 
consumption,  that  it  would  be  a  desirable  object 
to  disconrage  tttem  if  they  could  do  it  effectually; 
tnit  that  they  sprang  from  such  n  great  variety  of 
sources,  and  branched  out  into  such  innumerable 
ramificationa,  that  the  attempt  vu  frnitlets  and 
In  vain ;  and,  to  cut  off  one  root  of  the  evil,  even 
if  it  was  in  our  power  to  do  it,  would  be  of  very 
little  consequence,  while  a  thousand  others  re- 
mained,  and  would  be  daily  sprinsring  up,  so  long 
as  B  dispmition  for  iDiarepresentatioD  and  calum- 
ny prevailed  in  the  country.  He  therefore  hoped 
that  if  that  gentleman  had  no  better  reasons  than 
that  for  voting  in  favor  of  the  resolution  before 
the  House,  that  he  would,  npon  more  serious  eon- 
sidetstioo,  relinquish  it. 

Mr.  GtutNCT  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Dawson)  and  his  colleague  (Mr.  Ba- 
con) called  for  confidence  not  only  in  what  the 
President  does,  but  in  what  he  thinks.  The  lat- 
ter eeotieman,  observed  Mr.  says,  that  if  we 
neglect  the  doing  of  an  aid,  because  we  were  not 
informed  of  the  neeesaiiy  for  it,  the  omission 
Teats  with  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
But  we  ourselves  are  now  called  upon  to  act. 
Great  duties  are  required  of  us.  What  are  they? 
To  raise  an  army  of  twelve  thousand  or  fifteen 
thousand  men.  We  ask  for  information  to  know 
what  number  are  necessary,  and  where  uureipos- 
ed  points  are.  I  have  no  objection  to  give  all  the 
force  which  may  be  requisite  for  the  public  good  ; 
but  I  wish  to  know  what  particular  points  require 
force,  and  whether  thii!  force  is  to  the  extent 
which  it  becomes  our  duty  to  give  ? 

On  motion,  the  House  now  adjourned 


Frioat,  Febnury  19. 
A  Message  was  received  from  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmiltiog  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners  for  laying  out  the  route  of  the 
Gnmberland  road. — Referred  to  Mr.  Jobh  Moht- 

QOMEBT,  Mr.  JEREHtAH  MoBROW,  Mr.  LeWIS,  Mr. 

Samuel  SmitHj  and  Mr.  STANPORn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  in  America,  during  the  war 
between  France  and  Great  Britain,  which  com- 
meooed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-five,  presented  tbe  twentieth  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  praying 
to  be  confirmed  in  their  respective  titles  to  certain 
lands  granted  by  tbe  King  of  Great  Britain,  in 
oonsideration  of  military  services  rendered  the 
American  Colonies^  danng  the  said  war,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands. 

Mr.  Lbwib  presented  a  petition  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  **  Marine  Insurance  Company  of 
Alezaodria,"  and  others,  In  the  District  of  Co- 
lombia, praying  that  a  taw  may  be  passed  by  Con- 
gress to  alter  the  style  of  the  said  company  to 
U)8t  of  "  Tbe  Marine  and  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Alexandria;"  and  to  authorize  the  com- 
pany onder  its  new  designation  to  make  insuran- 
en  against  fire  on  houses,  warehonses,  household 
Aurttitare,  and  on  goods,  wares,  aad  merohandise, 
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within  the  United  States. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Colatnbia. 

The  resolution  submitted  to  the  consideratira 
of  the  House  yealerdaf,  by  Mr.  ¥ah  Drn,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
communicate  iBformation  tooeblng  oar  forein 
relations,  being  again  read  at  the  Clerk^  table  toe 
question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  tbe  farther  consideration  of  tbe  same;  aad 
passed  in  tbe  negative. 

Mr.  PomDBxtBR.from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  cooeern- 
in?  the  power  of  the  Territorial  governraentB,  (to 
take  from  Governors  of  Territories  the  powers  of 
prorogation,)  which  he  moved  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  as  it  could  net  be  amended,  and 
must  stand  or  Tall  on  the  principle.  . 

Mr.  Troup  objected,  and  moved  that  it  be  r^ 
ferrted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  tb^t  beiog 
the  usual  course  and  this  a  bill  of  importance- 
Carried,  yeas  58. 

Mr.  Morrow  moved  that  tbeCommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  theDioeteenlbsec^ 
of  tbe  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishmeat, 
be  discharged  from  further  eonsideraiion  of  it, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  herettrfbre 
appointed  to  inquire  what  compensation  ought  to 
be  made  to  persons  who  have  received  voands 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  sincetbe  Rev- 
olutionary war.  Tbe  bill  went  to  the  same  ob- 
ject, bat  was  not  as  broad  as  tbe  resolution  which 
had  been  by  this  Hooie  referred  to  a  committee.— 
Agreed  to. 

DEATH  OF  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Mr.  EppEs. — It  has  just  been  aonouneed  to  me 
by  a  friend  that  Jobn  Dickiksom,  a  venerable 
patriot  of  our  Revolution,  is  no  more.  His  attach- 
ment to  liberty  and  his  exertions  in  our  airaggk 
for  independence  are  recorded  on  the  page  of  his^ 
tory.  His  talents,  his  private  virtues,  and  above 
all,  his  public  services,  entitle  him  (o  ibuse  matkc 
of  respeot  which  have  heretofore  been  exteniied 
to  other  patriots  of  the  Revolution  who  no  longer 
exist  buiin  the  remembranceof  a  grateful  couatry. 

Mi.  £.  then  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Raohedunanimoiuljf,  That  this  House  is  penetrslsd 
with  a  All!  le&ae  of  the  eiqiiieot  Bernces  rendend  t» 
his  coimtiy  In  the  BMSt  arduous  time*  by  ths  hts  Joks 
Didtinsim,  deceased;  and  that  the  moi^Mn  thavsof 
wear  enft  on  the  left  arm  Sx  one  moi^in  lestiMiay 
of  Uie  national  gzatitnde  and  leverence  towanlB  tu 
memory  of  Aat  iUustrioui  patriot 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  en- 
grossed bill,  entitled  "An  act  eoneeming  pablic 
contracts,"  recommitted  on  the  sixteenth  instaot, 
was  called  for;  aitd  the  question  being  put  that 
tbe  House  do  now  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  on  the  said  bill,  it  passed  in  the 
negative — yeas  50,  nays  61,  as  follows: 

TXAS— David  Bturd,  Bunretl  BasMtt,  WiDiam  W. 
Bibb,  Winiam  Blackledgs,  Thomas  Blount,  Joka 
BoyU,  M^Uatt  A.  BurwsU,  Jaha  Campbell,  Matthetr 
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Oliy,  John  Cloptea,  Howell  Cobb,  Jobn  Dawson, 
JoKpb  Dwb^  John  W.  GppM,  Edwin  Gray,  Willitm 
Betsi,  William  Hog«,  David  Holmea,  Benjamin 
B«nnl,  Ibchaid  M.  Jotmsoa,  Thomas  Kooan,  Wii> 
Sm  Crkpalrick,  Jos^h  Lewis,  jr.,  HatUlew  Lyon, 
Mvt  Marion,  WiUiam  MeCreorj,  Duiid  Mentgom- 
Mjr,  NioholH  R.  Mo9n,  Jmaiah  Morrow,  John 
MMr,  John  Portw,  Joaiah  Qaini?,  John  Kea  of 
TmasjtnMmt  Jacob  lUcbaida,  Sanuel  lUkeff  John 
IomU,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  John  Smilie,  Samael  Smith, 
BicbrdStaDibrd,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Abram 
Tagg,  Geo^  H.  Troup,  Jabes  Upham,  Daniel  G. 
Teifduck.  Jetie  Wharton,  Robert  WhitehlU,  Isaac 
^iBwar,  aod  David  R.  WilUams. 

NiTt— Eran  Alexander,  WilUa  Alaton,  jr.,  Ezekiel 
BaeoB,  Joseph  Barker,  Johia  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown, 
WiffiuD  Butler,  Jote|di  Calhoun,  George  W.  Camp- 
Mi,  Ep^broditos  Champion,  John  Cbuidler,  Martin 
ChitleBdeD,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cntts,  Samuel  W. 
Bans,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joiiah  Deane,  Daniel  M. 
Baidl,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  James  Fiik,  Barent 
Gardenier,  Francis  Oardner,  Chailes  Goldsborough, 
Imih  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  John  Hnster,  James 
HoUind,  Daniel  Ildey,  James  Kelly,  Nehemiah  Kn^ht, 
JthLaabert,  Edw»d  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Joslnh  Maa- 
teia,  WilKun  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Jonathan 
O.  Ntarij,  Gcrdon  8.  Mnmfotd,  Thomas  Mewbold, 
TboBaa  Hnrton,  Hmothy  Pij^,  jn,  John  Poch, 
Jobn  Rhea  tt  TenliMMe.  MatthiH  Bidiarda,  John 
Kom,  Jataes  Skian,  Jedediah  K.  Smith.  Henry  Soath- 
ud,  WiUiam  Stadman,  C^nent  Storer,  Lewis  B. 
Stegcs,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Tagglrt^  Bei^amin 
Ttllsiadge,  James  L  Van  Ailen,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
AitUwld  Van  Hmb.  Mamadoke  Willioma,  Alex* 
ndv  Wilam,  Riduord  Winn,  and  Jamu  Witherell.. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwtoh,  the  House  went 
iato  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  a  large  lua- 
joruv,  00  the  bill  rapfdemennuT  to  the  embargo 

fTbe  first  section  of  this  bill  jM-orides  that  no 
ibip^  nasel,  or  boat,  of  any  deaeriptioQ  whatever. 
«f  the  lulled  Sutet,  vhiefa  ii  neither  roistered, 
liMted,  or  poaseMcd  of  a  sea-letter,  nor  any  for- 
Mga  TcneL  shall  be  allowed  to  depart  anjr  port  of 
Oitted  States  with  a  cargo  to  another  port 
utbe  United  Slates,  until  bond  shall  be  fives,  in 
dnMe  A»  Taloe  of  Teasel  aad  cai^  that  the  ves* 
sel  dull  a<H  proceed  to  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
lUt  the  cueo  shaU  be  relaDded  in  some  port 
of  the  United  ekatcs :  Provided,  that  vessels 
whose  noployment  his  been  uaiforiDly  confined 
^  rirm,  In7s,and  sounds,  within  the  jurisdictloa 
of  the  Doited  States,  shall  be  excepted,  by  giving 
bcndieibeamoabt  of  three  haodred  dollars  for 
*kIi  ton  of  Mid  vessel,  with  conditioas  that  such 
sball  not  be  employed  in  any  foreign  trade 
the  tine  tuaited  in  the  bond. 

IV  Kcond  section  provides  that  boats  not 
iB^'^tOrif  masted,  not  decked,  whose  employ- 
iBttthasbeen  and  shall  be  confined  to  rivers,  bays, 
•ad  nondi,  within  the  United  States,  and  lying 
'vtthindiitriets  not  adjacent  to  territories,  colonies, 
or  •rorioeet  of  a  foreign  nation,  may  be  exempted, 
vutber  licensed  or  not,  bjr  gfvfng  bond  in  thirty 
•wars  for  each  too  tff  aafdhoat,  wiUi  conditioo 


K.  OPR. 


that  it  shall  Dot  be  employed  in  foreign  tifade  du- 
ring the  embargo. 

The  third  eectton  provides  that  in  all  cases 
where  bonds  have  been  given  under  the  embargo 
laws.the  party  or  parties  to  such  bond  shall,  within 
fourmonthsfrom  its  date,  produce  to  the  collectors 
of  the  port  from  which  the  vessel  had  been  cleared, 
dbC]  a  certificate  of  the  relandtngof  the  same,  from 
the  collector  of  the  proper  port,  on  failure  waCKOf 
the  bond  shall  be  put  in  autt,  &c. 

The  fourth  section  provides  against  exportajtion 
io  any  manner  whatever  of  goods  the  exportatioti 
of  which  by  sea  is  prohibited  bjr  the  embargo 
laws;  and  if  any  soeh  be  expoted  from  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  either  by  laod  or  water,  the  vesvel,  boa^ 
ra:!^  earl,  wagon,  deigh,  or  other  carriage  in 
which  the  same  shall  have  been  exported,  logethec 
with  the  tackle,  apparel,  and  horses,  be  forfeited, 
and  the  owners  of  such  vessel,  boat,  dec.  as  well 
as  the  owaer  of  such  goods,  &o.  knowingly  coih 
cerned  in  soch  prohibited  exportation,  smU  each 

forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  nor  less 

than  dollars  for  every  such  oflence. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  on  the  return  of 
any  fishinff  vessel  which  sball  have  sailed  subse' 
quent  to  the  embargo  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  master  atrd  mate  to  lake  oath  that  the  whole 
of  the  fishing  fare  has  been  hrongbt  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  no  part  thereof  haa  been  sold 
on  the  voyage. 

The  sixth  and  last  «ecti<m  proridea  that  penal- 
ties incurred  by  thisactshall  be  sued  for,  recovered, 
distributed,  and  aecounted  for,  m  itigated  or  remit- 
ted, as  penalties  iaearred  by  the  embargo  law.} 

A  motion  was  made  bjr  Mr.  GoLDSBOHOD^aH,  to 
strike  out  the  second  section,  intended  to  exempt 
market  vessels,  &c.,  from  the  restriction  imposed 
on  boats  in  the  bays,  &c.,  adjacent  to  foreign  ter- 
ritories,  and  which  have  heretofore  evaded  the 
law  by  crossing  the  bay,  dbc. 

This  motion  was  supported  on  the  groond  that 
there  is  a  Constitutional  prohibition  to  passing 
sueha  provision,  as  the  Constitution  says  that  "  nd 
preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
over  those  of  another." 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  the  gTooDd  of  ex- 
pediency ;  and  that  the  Constitution  in  contem- 
plating this  did  expressly  wwraat  the  provuioa, 
moved  to  be  strttelc  out,  inasmnch  as  we  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Slates  adjacent  to  foreign  States  now 
do  enjoy  an  advantage  over  those  which  are  other- 
wisf!  situated,  by  trading  with  a  foreign  Power,  in 
these  boats,  with  impunity}  and  it  was  to  equal- 
ise commercial  reguatifms  that  this  section  was 
to  be  iwssed. 

Motion  negatived  by^  a  large  majority. 

Some  discussion  arising  on  the  sums  with  which 
the  blanks  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  should 
be  filled,  on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  Montgomert  that 
part  fixing  the  minimum  was  struck  out,  and  ^  not 
less  than  ten  thousand  dollars,  at  the  discretion  ol 
the  courtj"  inserted — yeas  66. 

A  motion  was  nftade  by  Mr.  Rowan,  that  the 
fine  should  beat  the  discretion  of  the  juryinatead 
of  the-eourt,  and  n^tived— 61  to  86. 
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Mr.  Van  Horn  mored  to  strike  out  of  the  first 
section,  the  words  "  do  ship,  vessel,  or  boat  of  aay 
description  whatever,  and  insert  "no  ship  or  ves- 
sel," with  a  view  thereafter  to atrike  oat  the  second 
section. — Agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rosa,  reported  progceas,  and 
obtained  leave  to  ait  again. 


Satdrdat  February  20. 

Ur.  J.  HoNTeoHfiRT  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  officers  of  the  Navv  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  the  value  of  rations  may  be  fixed  at 

the  former  price,  of  twenty-eight  cents;  that  offi- 
cers, when  unemployed,  may  receive  their  rations 
in  addition  to  half  ;ny  ;  that  a  provision  may  be 
made  for  widows  and  orphans,  similar  to  that 
DOW  made  for  those  of  the  officers  of  the  Army ; 
that  compensation  to  masters  commandant  and 
midshipmen  be  increased. — Referred  to  a  select 
eommiitee. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  report 
of  the  Committee  or  the  Whole  on  the  bill  anp- 
^ementary  to  the  embargo  law. 

The  question  having  been  put  on  an  amend- 
ment to  the  second  section  as  follows :  "  biU  no- 

*  thing  contained  in  this  section  shall  compd  the 
'  Secretary  of  the  TWasury  to  require  a  bond  for 

*  b(^t8  under  five  tons,  if  in  his  opinion  there  ex- 
'  ists  no  urgent  necessity  for  takinc  the  same 

It  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  by 
striking  out  the  words  in  italic,  and  insertins^  the 
following;  " Pronded,  howevery  That  the  Secre- 
'  tary  of  the  Trea&ury  be  and  he  is  hereby  author- : 
'  izeu  to  dispense  with  the  requirement  of  any 

*  such  bond." 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Goldsboroucih  to  strike 
out  the  words  five  in  the  amendmeatj  and  insert 
ten,  was  negatived,  ayes  2^ 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAua,  in  tome  observations  to 
show  the  hardship  of  the  obligation  negatively 
required  by  this  amendment,  that  *U  boats  under 
five  tons  should  give  bond  or  not,  at  discretion  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  remarked,  that  al- 
though he  was  not  here  when  the  embargo  law 
passed,  if  he  had  been,  he  should  have  voted 
against  it,  conceiving  it  a  premature  measure; 
but  now  it  was  imposed,  now  the  nation  had  lifted 
its  hand,  be  thought  it  proper  to  support  it.  He 
said  this  much,  lest  it  should  be  supposed  that  be 
bad  a  disposition  to  loosen  the  gripe  of  the  em- 
bargo; he  would  bold  on  it  till  death,  or  till  it 
should  be  ascertained  whether  or  not  it  would  an- 
swer the  intended  purpose.  There  could  not  be 
a  man  in  Uie  House  but  who  was  determined  to 
hold  on  to  the  embargo  asa  national  measure,  but 
it  eonid  not  be  expected  that  the  nation  would 
submit  to  it,  if  they  imposed  such  extreme  and 
harassing  regulations  as  to  {»eT«kt  any  boat  from 
sailing  from  a  plantation  to  market,  dtc.  without 
giving  bond.  Mr.  W.  then  made  some  forcible 
remancs  to  show  ,  the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
South  Caroliua  planters,  some  of  whose  boats  car- 
ried six  hundrca  bales  of  cotton,  and  conld  not 
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sail  to  Charlston  with  produce,  though  only  afew 
miles,  without  giving  bond. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied  to  bis  colleague,  who  hid 
just  sat  down.  In  the  course  of  his  observi^ 
tions  he  remarked  that  in  South  Carolina,  in  t 
single  hour,  he  could,  by  making  a  contract  widt 
planters,  deliver  to  a  vessel  in  waters  deep  eoongh 
to  receive  a  vessel  of  five  hundred  tons  u  harden, 
a  complete  freight.  Their  canal  or  bay  boiti 
might  be  manned  and  loaded  altogether  by  bladt 
people,  and  conveyed  down  the  bay  to  a  retsd 
lying  far  out  of  the  reach  of  custom-house  oflScen^ 
without  the  knowledge  of  any  person  who  conld 
be  introduced  as  evidence  in  a  court  of  jasiiee; 
thus,  in  a  very  short  time  could  ten  or  fifteea 
thousand  bags  of  cotton  be  eijiorted.  As  to  the 
provision  itself,  Mr.  T.  believed  that  their  coniti- 
tuents  would  not  murmur  at  the  provisions  ia- 
tended  to  render  the  embargo  more  effectual ;  thef 
would  not  strain  at  the  gnat  when  they  had  sml- 
lowed  the  camel. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  read  an  amendment  which  wonld 
be  found  to  do  away  all  objection,and  answer  the 
ideas  of  all  gentlemen,  which  he  would  propose 
if  the  present  amendment  were  rejected. 

Mr.  D.  R,  WiLUAHs  aruwed  his  eoncomnn 
with  the  amendment  which  the  geDtlemao  hid 
read,  as  it  would  remove  bis  objeciions. 

Mr.  Troup,  in  some  remarks  in  favor  of  a  re- 
striction, observed  that  he  had  always  tbooghtthe 
measure  of  the  embargo  was  the  best  for  oai  ato- 
ation  that  could  have  been  devised,  and  had  no 
doubt  that  if  that  measure  had  been  followed  op 
by  a  pertinent  system  of  defence,  it  wonld  have 
produced  an  honorable  peace  even  by  this  time. 
For  the  same  reason  he  wished  the  embii^o  to 
be  rendered  effectual.  If  the  bill  were  passed 
without  some  restriction  of  the  kind,  SavaniMh 
would  be  made  the  depot  of  the  Eastern  andlfifl- 
dle  Slates,  and  thence  produce  would  be  eooreyed 
ID  boats  to  8t.  AugDslme. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  in  the  course  of  some  observatlins 
on  the  amendment,  observed  as  to  the  geierai 
measure  of  embargo,  he  had  always  considned 
that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  tJnited  Stit^ 
in  which  opinion  he  had  ^n  further  confirmed 
by  the  late  Britbh  and  French  decrees.  Mr.  N. 
atio  acquiesced  in  the  amendment  read  by  Mr.  J. 
Clay. 

Thie  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  consid^ 
able  majority  j  and  Mr.  Clat'b  agreed  to  withcat 

a  division. 

Several  other  ameadiiienta  of  minor  importance 
were  then  made. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Cook  to  reeommit 
the  bill  10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  neg- 
atived—ayea  32. 

A  motion  made  by  Mr.  Doull  to  ac|jaiini  m 
nuaiived,  6St  to  37. 

Mr.  MiUlOB,  as  he  said  he  was  unable^  after 
the  TKrioQS  and  contradictory  amendments  which 
had  taken  place,  to  say  what  the  bill  was,  moved 
to  postpone  the  farther  consideration- of  the  bill 
till  Tuesday  next,  that  it  might  be  printed  as 
amended— negatived,  ayes  19. 

Scnreral  ameDdnienta  were  offered  to  the  fifta 
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ttet'ni,  lor  the  parpose  of  lesseniqy  the  burden  of 
Ike  nih  required  of  the  fishermeD,  and  n^atired 
\j  hrgt  majorities. 

Mr.  BicoH  mored  that  the  bill  be  recommiited 
to  (&e  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
lues. 

Mr.  Alstoh  said,  vfaeii  the  bill  was  on  its  third 
Rtdiogiit  might  be  recommitted,  if  good  reason 
eoald  then  be  shown. 

Ur.  Qdincy  protested  against  this  mode  of  le- 
fislation  withoot  intelligence;  he  had  listened 
wiiti  attention,  and  could  not  precisely  compre- 
htai  the  whole  extent  of  the  operations  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Alston,  in  reply,  observed  that  the  gentle- 
into  bad  10  often  protested  against  this  mode  of 
legitUiiooj  and  he  bad  seen  it  had  so  little  efiect 
on  tbe  ution  or  the  House,  that  be  was  surprised 
he  AmU  persist  In  it. 

Mr.  OiSDBHtBR. — I  shall  vote  in  faror  of  the 
motion  to  commit;  but  not  for  precisely  the  same 
nsMHis  which  have  been  urged  *,  but,  as  I  appre- 
imdjfor  reasons  more  powerful.  It  has  struck 
me,  sr,  ibai  the  more  we  legislate  on  this  subject, 
the  worn  we  legislate— the  more  we  legislate,  the 
more  we  legislate  to  the  destruction  of  the  coun- 
try. Wij  we  passed  the  embargo  law  itself,  I 
haire  been  always  unable  to  tell.  Why  we  have 
fused  the  subseqiftnt  laws  for  the  purpose  of 
renderiozihe  original  evU  more  perfect  and  more 
luirenal,  Qod  oo|y  knows.  It  does  appear  to  roe. 
sir,  that  we  are  led  on,  step  by  step,  but  by  an  uo- 
eeea  haad.  We  are  urged  lorward  by  a  sort  of 
qid[,iothe  rain  of  our  country.  Under  the  name 
of  SD  embargo  we  are  in  truth  and  in  fact  passing 
MB-iatnconrse  laws.  Under  the  beguiling  form 
ofa  bill  supplemental  to  the  embargo  law,  a  law 
vhieb  prohibited  the  departure  of  vessels  from 
your  ports  and  harbors,  you  are  about  to  prohibit 
sQ  intereoarse  by  land  with  any  of  the  circumja- 
cent territories  of  foreign  nations.  Between  the 
origiosi  measure  and  this,  there  is  no  connexion: 
the  principle  of  tbe  one  is  totally  different  from 
the  other.  Nay,  sir,  this  bill  is  totally  at  variance 
vith  tbe  Pfcstdent's  embargo  Message.  [Mr.  GA.a- 
DUinliere  read  from  tbe  rre^dent's  Message  of 
Deeember  21, 18070 

"Theeoanaueatieu  nmrnade,  showing  tbe  great 
kcreunig  dangers  with  which  oqt  TeHal%  eur 
•"•■•a,  nd  morcbaadise,  are  tbreateoed  on  tbe  bifb 
■M^  nd  cUewbere,  from  tbe  belbgerant  Fowen  of 
^Bne;  uti  U  being  of  the  greateat  impotence  to  keep 
BswQ'AtM  eiieotial  neooreesr  I  cwem  it do^ 
to  reeommend  the  subject  to  tbe  u>nsideTatio&  of  Con- 
feai,  who  win  doubUess  perceive  aD  tbe  sdvantsge 
^|bMi  may  be  expected  from  an .  inhibition  of  £e 
■ytore  of  oor  veseela  from  tbe  ports  of  the  United 


To  prevent  oar  ships  and  vessels  from  leaving 
laeuporis,  for  the  purfKise  of  preserving  them  as 
""owecato  meet  a  state  of  war,  if  that  should 
UlimateW  come,  was  all  that  the  President  pro- 
feued  to  have  in  view,  all  that  he  wished  us  to  do, 
St  least,  at  that  time.  And  I  stale  it  to  the  ever- 
using  honor  of  the  minority  on  that  occasion— 
*>  long  as  I  live  I  shall  be  proud  of  the  share  I 
ud  in  that  hoooi— -that  to  resist  even  that  law  we 


sat  day  aAer  day  and  nt^t  after  night.  I  eanr 
ootf  therefore,  possessing  now  the  same  opinions 
which  {[overnea  me  then,  opposed  as  I  still  am  t9 
the  existence  of  the  embargo  act,  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  go  on,  I6r  tbe  purpose  of  extending  the 
operation  of  the  evil  more  widely,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  that  worse  which  is  already  too  bad. 
But  this  is  different  from  our  embargo  taw.  It  is 
a  non-intercourse  bill.  The  more  tbe  original 
measure  developes  itself,  the  more  I  am  satisfied 
that  my  first  view  of  it  was  correct;  that  it  wai 
a  sly,  cunning  measure.  That  its  real  object  was 
not  merely  to  prevent  our  vessels  from  going  out, 
but  to  effect  a  non-intercourse.  Are  tne  natioa 
prepared  for  this?  If  you  wish  to  try  whether 
they  are,  tell  them  at  once  what  is  your  objeet— 
tell  tbem  what  you  mean-:— tell  them  yon  mean  lo 
take  part  with  the  Grand  Pacificator ;  or  else  stop 
your  present  course.  Do  not  eo  on  forging  chains 
to  fasten  us  to  the  car  of  the  Imperial  Conqueror. 

Slere  Mr.  Suilib,  Mr.  O.  W.  Caufbbll,  and 
r.  MoNTOOHERY,  and  several  otben^  rose  to- 
gether, some  calling  to  order,  and  others  lioping 
the  gentleman  might  proceed.] 

Tne  Speaker  hoped  the  gentleman  woald  kaejf 
within  the  rules  of  propriety. 

Mr.  Garocnier  hoped  the  Speaker  would  keep 
order  in  tbe  House,  (three  gentlemen  were  sliU 
standing)  for,  said  Mr.  G.,  it  is  impossible  for  me, 
sir,  to  speak  and  keep  order  in  tbe  House  at  the 
same  time.  [The  confusion  having  ceased,  Mr. 
Gahdenibr  proceeded.]  If  the  gentlemen  hare 
composed  themselves,  and  are  in  a  condition  to 
hear,  I  will  proceed.  I  wish  first,  however,  to  put 
them  at  ease  on  one  poiul.  They  are  not  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  hare  been  tbe  objects  at  wbona 
I  would  level  anything.  I  assure  the  gentlemen 
I  did  not  mean  them.] 

This,  sir,  whatever  name  or  complexion  it  may 
bear,  is  in  fact  a  non-intercourse  bill.  The  mea- 
sure it  proposes  can  be  of  no  possible  benefit  to  us. 
It  has  nothing  in  it  to  render  palatable  the  distresa 
it  mast  bring  on  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
our  citizens.  I  object  particularly  against  the 
fourth  section.  It  forbids  the  exportation  of  out 
produce  by  land,  in  which  mode  there  is  no  dan- 
ger of  capture.  When  we  passed  tbe  embargo 
act,  it  was  not  done  with  a  view  to  stop  trade,  but 
was  professed  to  be  done  with  a  view  to  keep  safe 
our  resources.  The  stopping  of  trade  by  water 
was  not  tbe  object,  however  it  may  have  been  tbe 
inevitable  consequence  of  the  embargo.  It  was 
an  evil  necessarily  resulting  from  it.  The  major- 
ity were  willing  to  endure  this  eril,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  eventual  aood  which  would  result 
from  keeping  (as  the  President  expresses  it)  in 
safety  our  essential  resources.  But  as  one  mad 
measure  usually  begets  more,  »>,  in  the  present 
instance,  it  has  bappened,  that  the  origioal  objeet 
of  the  embargo,  ruinous  as  it  was,  is  abandoned, 
and  gentlemen  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in 
their  endeavors  to  render  our  situation  in  every 
respect  intolerable.  I  ask  the  intelligent  and  can- 
did men  of  this  House,  whether  to  prevent  the 
farmers  of  Vermont  from  selling  their  pigs  in 
Canada  is  calculated  to  increase  or  diminisn  out 
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essential  TesoDrces 7  Whether  the  otrjeet  which 
the  President  professed  to  have  iu  rlew  is  coun- 
teracted bjr  a  traffic  of  this  kind.  No,  sir.  It  is 
not  only  in  direct  bostilttjr  to  the  interests  of  the 
eouDtry,  bat  what  some  gentlemen  will  probably 
regard  quite  as  much,  to  the  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent. I  repeat  it;  the  objects  of  the  bill,  particu- 
larly of  the  fourth  section,  and  of  the  embargo, 
are  totally  distinct. 

Instead  of  measures  of  this  description ;  instead 
of  fettering  commerce ;  instead  of  putting  their 
ingenuity  to  the  rack,  in  derising  means  to  para- 
lyze completely  all  the  commercial  activity  of 
the  eouDtry,  I  should  have  been  happy  to  hare 
perceired  in  the  gentlemen  who  manage  matters 
in  this  House,  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have 
perceived  in  the  Administration,  a  disposition  to 
encourage  as  much  commercial  actirity  as  could 
be  possibly  consistent  with  tbe  professsed  object  of 
the  President— 'the  safe  keeping  of  our  resources. 
I  should  have  been  happy  to  hare  found  them 
content  with  the  ruin  and  distress  their  darling 
project  had  already  produced,  without  aiming  at 
the  utter,  the  total  stagnaiioo  of  all  tbe  commercial 
powers  of  the  poliiicu  body.  But,  unhappily,  in- 
stead of  ameliorating,  we  go  on  to  mase  worse 
and  worse  the  condition  of  our  devoted  country. 
Suppose  Vermont  should  send  some  of  her  pro- 
duce to  Canada;  or  Georgia  te  the  Floridas;  in 
what  are  the  interest  of  the  rest  of  the  Union  to 
saffer  by  itf  Or  are  we  to  go  on  passing  these 
laws,  zealous  in  oar  exertions  to  make  bad  worse, 

Xa  the  principle,  which  sume  gentlemen  in  this 
lae  have  very  srai'ely  advanced,  that  we  ought 
to  make  the  puouc  suffering  as  equal  (in  other 
words)  as  untrersal  as  possible — to  extend  it  to 
erery  nook  and  corner  of  the  Union ;  that  no  por- 
tion, no  section  however  remote,  however  seclu- 
ded, should  escape  from  taking  its  due  proportion 
of  the  bitter  draught;  none,  which  the  fatal  gan- 
greneshould  notreach?  If  we  are  running  mad, 
sir,  we  have  at  least  this  eonaohtUon;  we  have 
"  method  in  onr  madness." 

It  is  strange,  it  a.stonisbes  me,  that  by  an  em- 
bargo, we  should  be  led  to  the  measures  contem- 
plated in  this  bill.  Because  you  wish  to  preserve 
your  vessels  and  seamen,  those  essential  resources. 
»  your  seaports,  yon  are,  therefore,  to  prohibit  all 
trafficking  across  your  territorial  lines ;  though  it 
Is  evident  that  by  permitting  it.  your  citizens,  of 
course  your  country,  will  be  "benefited.  Sir,  I 
cannot  express  my  amazement  at  the  dreadful  m- 
fataatioQ  which  pervades  the  public  councils.  I 
conjore  the  members  of  this  assembly  to  cease  for 
a  moment  their  exertions'— I  conjure  them  to 
■heath  the  destroying  sword ;  in  the  name  of  onr 
suffering  country  I  entreat  them  to  save  it  from 
these  new  and  accumulating  evils.  The  great 
object  of  your  President  is  secured.  Leave  a  lit- 
tle to  your  distressed  people.  Do  not,  I  implore 
you,  permit  yourself  to  be  persuaded  that  tbe 

C'iic  interest  cannot  be  subserved  unless  every- 
y  it  destroyed. 
I  doubt  whether  experience  has  proved  that  the 
original  law  was  for  the  public  interest.  Hitherto 
onr  ships  might  have  navigated  the  oceaa  in 
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safety.  Bnt,  at  any  rate,  is  it  wise  to  harard  every- 
thing upon  the  experiment  ?  for  at  best  it  is  but 
an  experiment.  If  it  shall  be  proved  ultimately 
to  have  been  a  good  measure,  it  will  also  prove  to 
have  been  strong  enough  to  produce  good  enough 
to  satisfy  every  rational  theorist.  If  a  bad  one,  it 
will  have  produced  calamity  enough, full  as  much 
as  our  poor  country  can  stagger  under. 

I  have  in  view  DO  object  butmyconotry's  good, 
and  when  I  see  it  threatened  on  every  side,  it  is 
my  duty  to  speak  out,  boldly  and  earnestly,  to  this 
House  and  to  this  nation.  And  I  will  again  en- 
treat gentlemen  to  reflect  whether  the  continual 
extension  of  tbe  non-interconrse  system,  is  calcu- 
lated to  make  us  better  prepared  to  engage  in  a 
war  either  with  France  or  Great  Britain.  For, 
upon  thatground,  wasthe  original  measure  of  the 
embargo  demanded  by  the  President;  upon  that 
ground  only  coald  it  be  even  pl8asit>ly  defend- 
ed. Sir,  it  is  high  time  to  stop.  We  have  done 
enough. 

If  If  is  wise  to  contrive  that  every  part  of  the 
country  should  suffer,  if  this  strange  notion  be 
indeed  good  policy,  I  could  wish  gentlemen  would, 
instead  of  bolting  at  me  in  the  fulness  of  their 
rage,  endeavor  to  satisfy  my  poor  understanding 
by  cool  reasoning  that  they  aj;e  right.  That  rhey 
would  show  me  how  this  measure  will  prepare 
OS  for  war — how  the  weakening,  by  distressins 
every  part  of  the  country,  is  to  increase  its  streagtn 
and  Its  vigor.  No.  I  cannot  be  deceived  ib  the 
view  I  have  taken  of  this  measure,  and  Z  will  not 
cease  to  protest  against  it  with  all  the  enemies  of 
which  I  am  possessed. 

I  am  grieved  to  see  that  ve  are  perpetually  en- 
gaged in  making  additions  and  sapplementt  to 
the  embargo  law.  Wherever  we  can  espy  a  hole, 
if  it  be  no  bigger  than  a  wheat  straw,  at  which 
die  industrv  and  enterprise  of  our  countr^r  can 
find  vent,  all  our  powers  are  called  into  requisition 
to  stop  it  up.  The  people  of  this  country  shall 
sell  nothing  bnt  what  they  sell  to  each  other. 
Alt  our  surplus  produce  shall  rot  on  onr  bands. 
God  knows  what  all  this  means!  I,  sir,  I  cannot 
understand  it.  I  am  astonished — indeed  I  am 
astonished  and  dismayed.  I  see  effects;  but  I  can 
traoe  them  to  no  oanse.  Yes,  sir,  I  do  fear  Uiat 
there  is  an  onaeen  hand,  which  is  gnMin^  us  id 
the  most  ^dreadful  dettiniea— nnaeen,  beeaoae  it 
cannot  endure  the  light  Dafkaeas  nnd  myalerf 
overshado*  this  House  and  this  whole  ontkM. 
W«  know  notb  lag,  we  are  perm  itted  to  know  noili- 
in^.  We  sit  here  as  mere  automata ;  we  le^slate 
without  knowing,  na^,  sir,  without  wishing  to 
know,  why  or  wherefore.  We  are  told  what  we 
are  to  do,  and  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  do  it. 
We  move,  but  wh^  or  wherefore,  no  man  knows ; 
we  are  put  in  motion,  but  how,  I  for  one  cannot 
tell. 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  of  this  House  with  whom  I 
have  the  honor  to  act,  and  a  distiDgaisbed  honor  I 
consider  it.  are  disposed  to  do  aU  that  men  can 
do  fbr  their  country.  But  we  wish  to  know  what 
we  are  doing — the  tebdencjr  of  the  measttres  we 
are  called  upon  to  ado^t.  If  the  motives  and  the 
principles  of  tb6  Administration  are  honest  mod 
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patriotic,  ve  would  support  them  with  a  fervor 
vliicli  oDoe  could  surpass.  But,  sir,  we  are  kept 
in  loal  darkness.  We  are  treated  as  the  ertemies 
of  oitconotrf.  We  are  permitted  to  koow  nolh- 
in^ud  execrated  because  we  do  ootapiiroTe 
naMurei  the  origin  and  tendency  of  which  are 
ewAllf  concealed  from  us  I  We  are  denounced 
benMe  we  have  no  coofideace  in  the  Exeootive, 
U  the  noiMBt  the  Executive  refuses  to  disoorer 
to  09— etea  this  House,  nay,  sic,  this  nation,  its 
aetnleoQdition.  Like  the  Israelites  in  Egypt,  we 
are  to  fflake  brick  and  find  our  own  straw.  We 
ue  to  hare  faith,  and  find  out  our  own  reasons  for 
it.  Tbis  coarse  will  do  in  this  country  no  loQ§Kf . 
[The  Sfeakeb  called  Mr.  O.  to  order.  Mr.  Al- 
3T0H  wished  the  gentleman  might  be  permitted 
to  proceed.]  Mr.  GABDBniBB. — I  do  not  desire 
permiasioD  of  that  gentleman.  I  shall  permit 
my seif  to  proceed.  I  have  wandered,  sir,  through 
tvide  field  I  confess.  I  return  to  this  bill.  I 
wish  to  soften  its  asperities — to  make  its  operation 
inon  mUd.  Particularly  to  have  the  fouttit  sec- 
tion upaoged.  I  will,  therefore,  vote  for  its  com- 
nutmeut. 

Ur.BAcoH.— I  hope  Uie  House  will  do  me  the 
jostice  10  believe  that  there  was  no  concurrence 
of  views  or  unity  of  design  in  the  simple  motion 
wkicb  Ijbad  the  nooorto  submit  to  the  House  fox 
the  commitmeat  of  the  present  bill,  and  the  most 
extiaordinary  rhapsody  of  ^*  melancholy  mad- 
neu,"  (for  I  can  call  it  by  no  other  name,)  which 
we  liave  just  heard  from  the  gentleman  from 
New  Tore  In  order,  however,  lo  prevent  any 
mn  of  those  undue  advantages  being,  taken,  to 
IdiqIi  the  House,  by  the  means  of  that  motion, 
ud,  in  order  that  I  may  not  be  deemed  accessory 
to  uy  more  of  those  elusions  of  the  pride  whicn 
thegeBtleman  says  he  cherishes,. in  relation  to  his 
pQwc  ehatacter  and  his  condoet  on  this  occasion 
(ud  Tor  which,  if  he  does  in  reality  entertain 
them,  I  most  sincerely  pity  hint)  X  rise  towith- 
viw  ike  motion,  which  I  bad  submitted  for  a 
very  diftrent  purpose  than  that  for  which  it  has 
beeniniiroved.  If  that  gentletnan  or  his  friends 
are  Bmbitious  that  he  should  have  any  further  op- 
pomnliyfor  displacing  himself  in  th^t  way  before 
the  pabU^  either  he  or  they  are  welcome  to  renew 
It-  Ivasn  my  hands  ofany  further  participation 
in  It 

Mr.  D.R.  Wuxima. — I  do  renew  the  motion  ; 
ud  I  hope  there  is  yet  sobriety  enough  in  the 
Hotise;,  not  to  sofier  themselves  to  be  driven  into 
u  improper  measure  by  any  intemperance  which 
ujr  member  may  have  displayed.  Mr.  W.  then 
S^ve  some  reasons  why  the  bill  should  be  recom- 
;  it  bad  heeo  so  repeatedly  and  vatiotialy 
Wdsd  that  it  ooold  not  be  undecstood.  As  a 
fanhcrnisan  for  commitment,  he  said,  that  the 
cbainao  of  the  committee  himself  had  ofiered  a 
pn**"*,  and,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  it,  had 
romd  it  bad  not  the  operation  he  intended. 

Mr.  Dau  said,  although  not  partial  to  the  mea- 
we  of  living  an  emba^,  he  would  endeavor  to 
'filiate  eflectuaUy,  to  propose  amendments  or  to 
oqeet  to  them  to  any  bill  whatever  which  should 
naeefSBaiy  to  carry  into  efieet  the  general  ob- 


ject. Sittce  an .  embargo  had  been  laid,  he  was 
wUliog  to  render  it  effectual,  and  equalize  its  ope- 
ration. He  thenf^ve  some  reasons  why  the  bill 
should  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  Rbm,  of  Tennessee,  mored  to  adjourn ; 
neeatived— ^  to  ' 

Mr.  LtTBuiOBB  said  he  had  seconded  tha  mo- 
tion for  recommitment,  because  be  thought  the 
bill  required  revision.  There  had  been  exceptiona 
taken  u>  several  parts  of  it;  were  genuemea 
ready  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  them  at  this  late 
hour,  and  this  late  day  in  the  week  t  He  thought 
not ;  and,  for  this  reason,  wished  them  to  be  ex- 
amined by  the  committee. 

Mr.  J.  MoNTOOMBBT. — Now,  at  this  late  hour, 
charges  of  a  very  serious  nature  against  the 
House  have  been  made  on  this  floor  by  a  gentle- 
man from  New  Y«1i.  Not  on  this  day  are  they" 
made  for  the  first  time;  they  have  been  seat 
abroad  in  the  public  prints.  It  is  important  to 
know  how  those  charges  origiDated.  At  this  late 
hour  they  cannot  be  repdted.  Let  os  poraue  this 
coarse  on  this  awful  business ;  let  the  questimk  be 
carried  over ;  let  the  House  now  adjourn.  At  our 
next  meeting  let  us  take  up,  and.  if  those  charge* 
can  be  proven,  if  we  an  indeed  so  abandoned,  so 
profligate,  so  destitute  of  patriotism,  so  dead  to 
everything  which  concerns  the  interest  of  our 
country,  let  us  be  stamped  with  infamy^  and  sent 
home  to  our  ecnstituents.  The  crisis  is  serious, 
and  calls  for  the  attentive  deliberation  of  the 
House.  Let  the  gentleman  from  New  York  oh 
labiish  bis  charges ;  if  he  does  so,  I,  for  oae,  wiU. 
say,  those  persons,  under  this  secret  influence, 
must  be  immediately  expelled  the  House.  If  he 
does  not,  some  other  course  may  be  taken  with 
rehttion  to  that  gentleman-  , 
On  motion,  theHouse  then  adjourned. 

MoNUAY,  February  22. 

Mr.  BoTLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  direct  the  mode  of  sur- 
veying land  in  the  Orleans  Territory,  and  for 
granting  rights  of  pre<emption  in  certain  cases} 
which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  CtAT.  the  House  vent 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
classing  the  militia  of  the  United  States.  The 
motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section  being  yet 
under  consideration,  Messrs.  RowAit  and  Litbr- 
HORB  supported,  and  Mr.  NicBot.A8  opposed  the 
motion  for  striking  out  the  first  section ;  when  the 
Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtBiDcd 
leave  to  sit  again. 

CAPTAIN  PIKE. 

Mr.  J.  HoHTooMBBT  observed,  that  to  Captain 
Lewis  and  Claike,  who  had  explored  the  Western 
country,  a  compctuation  had  been  made ;  be  held 
ia  his  hand  a  mnilar  rcsolatioa  for  remuneratine 
Captain  Pike  for  the  important  services  he  had 
rendered  on  an  almost  aimilar  apedition,  which 
he  proposed,  as  follows : 

Reaotved,  That  a  committee  be  sppoiated  to  inqwv* 
what  oooipeBaatiea  ought  to  be  made  to  Captain  Pike 
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and  hifl  companioiu  for  their  •errice*  in  szpbring  the 
Murinippi  rir«r,  nnd  in  Uieir  late  expedition  to  the 
■ourcee  of  the  OiMtga,  AAaneaa,  and  La  Platte  tmn, 
together  with  their  tour  through  New  Spain;  and  that 
thiy  hvn  leave  to  r^rt  bj  l»U  or  otherwtM. 

'  BAt.  Marioh  objected  to  the  phraseology  of  the 
nsoluiioD,  as  Baoettooing  a  general  principle,  to 
which  he  vai  not  prepared  to  uieat.  The  reso- 
ImioD  did  not  go  to  inquire  if  anr  eompenntioo, 
bat  what  compensatioB,  should  he  giren ;  thus 
taking  for  granted  that  some  remuoeratioo  should 
be  made.  Mr.  M.  wished  it  to  be  so  modified  as 
to  inquire  if  any,  and,  if  any,  what,"  corapensa* 
tion  should  be  granted. 

Mr.  MoNTooMERT  acceding  to  this  alteratioo, 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Messrs.  J.  Montooiiert,  D.  MonTOOHBBY, 
Rowan,  L.  J.  Alston,  and  Hni[pBRiB8,form  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Rowan  said  he  had  been  absent  when  a 
nsolution  was  this  morning  adopted  for  inquiring 
if  any,  and  what,  compensation  should  be  render- 
ed to  Captain  Pike  for  his  serrices  on  an  expedi- 
tioD  into  the  Western  coan^.  It  was  in  bis 

Cweitogiresomeinformation  on  tbesubjeot.  He 
d  some  lime  ago  received  a  letter  from  Orleans 
that  a  Mr.  Joseph  Ballen^er,  a  friend  of  Burr,  bad 
returned  from  an  expedition  with  Captafii  Pike, 
and  was  incensed  at  Wilkinson  for  blowing  up 
the  expedition,  as  be  bad  engaged  two  or  three 
nations  of  Indians  to  join  CoTonel  Burr.  I  have, 
said  Mr.  R.,  since  that  spoken  to  Colonel  Balten- 
ger,  a  brother  of  ibis  person,  who  informed  me 
that  bis  brother  bad  been  sent  by  Wilkinson  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  project.  Colonel 
Balleoger  is  a  man  of  (ruth,  and  entitled  to  credit. 
The  Mr.  BaHeDger,.the  brother  of  the  geDtleman 
just  mentieoed,  is  in  Kentucky,  and  his  evidence 
could  be  had.  If  this  is  the  case,  and  Mr.  Pike 
is  |ffivy  to  this  confederacy,  he  ought  not  to  re- 
ceive compensation.  In.  obedience  to  my  duty, 
and  from  ao  other  motive,  I  have  given  tnis  in- 
formation to  the  House,  which  the  Speaker  may 
commuaicate  to  the  committee,  or  take  such  fur- 
ther order  as  he  pleases. 

The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  might  com- 
municate it  to  the  committ^  appointed  if  he 
thought  proper;  or  it  could  be  reduced  to  writing 
and  referred  to  the  committee.  - 

Mr.  J.  MoNTQOHBRY  said  that,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  be  could  slate  that  Captain  Pike's  ex- 
pedition was  for  a  very  different  purpose.  It  was. 
commenced,  continued,  aud  concluded,  under  tbe 
orders  of  the  GuveromeDt,  and  the  report  of  tbe 
expedition  was  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Rowan  begged  to  be  understood  that  he 
knew  Captain  Pike,  respected  him,  and  would  not 
iriih  unnecessarily  to  wound  his  feelinn.  He 
waa  willing  to  discard  any  idea  h«  might  have 
fonned,  upon  iwoper  informatioa  to  refute  it.  He 
had  ao  desire  to  appear  before  a  omnmittee  as  an 
informer  or  prosecutor. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said  it  would  be  recollected 
that  he  was  chairman  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  what  compensation  should  be  made 
to  Oaptains  Lewis  and  Clarke.  On  the  iareatiga- 
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tioD  of  this  subject,  be  was  told  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  make  a  certain  appropriation  to  explore 
certain  waters,  and  was  tola  that  Captain  Pike 
was  then  engaged  in  it  under  tbe  orders  of  tbe 
Gtorernment 

THE  EMBARGO. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  amendatory  of  tbe  embai^o  law ;  and  the  mo- 
tion for  recommttment  being  yet  before  tbe 

House — 

Mr.  Johnson  observed  that  it  had  been  late  in 
the  day  on  Saturday  when  a  gentleman  from  New 
York,  m  giving  some  of  his  reasons  why  this  bill 
should  be  committed,  had  made  use  of  obterva- 
tioos  which  he  had  at  that  time  wished  to  repel ; 
that  he  hoped  be  should  be  excused  a  few  mo- 
ments this  morning,  in  expressing  to  the  House 
his  sentiments  of  the  course  of  that  discussim, 
and  what  should  always  be  bis  conduct  so  long  as 
he  held  a  seat  in  the  councils  of  bis  country. 

I  pi^sume,  said  he,  that  tbe  rules  wbichgovem 
tbis  House  are  reciprocal ;  and,  tboogb  I  canoot 
feel  myself  justified  in  making  an  attack  on  any 
member,  without  reasons  by  which  to  substaaliate 
charges  which  I  may  make  against  them,  yet  I 
will  abandon  my  seat  at  that  moment  tn  which  I 
am  not  permitted  to  repel  any  attacks  made  on 
tbe  House,  in  which  I  am,  in  common  with  the 
rest,  included.  1  represent  a  portion  of  the  citi- 
zens of  tbe  United  States.  Before  they  sent  me 
here  they  knew  my  sentiments;  I  had  not  con- 
cealed them.  I  have,  since  I  have  been  here,  on 
all  occasions  voted  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  upon 
evidence  derived  from  sources  accessible  to  all. 
I  am  a  friend  to  liberal  discussion  and  freedom  of 
debate;  but  I  am  an  enemy  to  insioua^tions  nn- 
foundedand  attacks  unprovoked.  I  know  that,  in 
the  ardor  of  debate,  expressions  may  have  escap- 
ed the  lips  of  myself  or  any  gentleman ;  I  may 
have  been  betiayed  into  a  hurried  expression,  in 
which,  perhaps,  upon  retrospection,  I  might  not 
feel  myself  justified,  but  from  the  ardor  at debate. 
But  a  direct  chaige,affain5t  any  members  on  tbis 
floor,  tending  to  put  them  in  a  degraded  and  infa- 
mous view,  IS  contrary  to  honorable  conduct,  and 
cannot  be  excused,  much  less  can  it  be  justified. 
I  have  differed  in  opinion  with  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  ;  and,  notwitbstaiLdiog  this  difference,  1  re- 
spect them  individually,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  them,  and  so  far  as  they  have  treated  me 
with  that  politeness  due  from  one  gentleman  to 
another.  I  should  consider  myself  as  derogating 
from  the  dignity  of  a  Representative,  were  I  to 
level  a  reflection  against  any  member,  because  he 
differed  from  me  in  p<^ilical  sentiment.  B«t 
what  expressions  have  we  beard,  on  a  subject  on 
which  they  were  not  applicable,  when  ererr  one 
of  all  parties  seemed  to  join  to  render  the  emDarxo 
effectual,  as  a  national  measure  shoold  be!  To 
this  House,  and  to  those  who  vote  for  tbe  meas- 
are,  have  been  applied  tbe  observations,  that  an 
invisible  hand  guided  us;  that  we  we  were  told 
what  was  wantmg,  and  that  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred  voted  it;  that  we  are  governed  by  for- 
eign influence ;  that  our  steps  arc  marked  by  folljr 
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udmiAfss;  that  we  are  forcing  chains  to  biod 
■tlo^triampbal  car  of  the  French  Emperor; 
dotieare  mere  automatons;  that  we  wait  for 
lievord  of  commaod,  and  we  obey.  Expres- 
sw  of  ibisi  kiod,  I  never  expected  to  hear  on  this 
tier.  Such  expressions,  I  nerer  expected  to  hear 
frcMD  the  Represeotatire  of  a  free  people ;  and  I 
;nD(HiDes  them  derogatory  to  the  Repablican 
eiiaraeter,  and  highly  reprehensible.   If  by  such 
eiprasjons  the  geatleman  means  to  charge  me, 
trifaoynuD  shall  say  that  I  am  governed  by 
HT  flther  impulse  than  daty,oriDflueQced  by  any 
oner  modres  than  my  owq,  I  say  that  I  consider 
itabueaod  ooprincipled  calamny.  And  what 
I  ban  aid,  I  am  );lail  I  did  not  say  QntU  this 
moraii^  beeaase  it  is  now  deliberately  done.  A 
member  may  say  what  he  pleases  with  respect  to 
liiaixlf;  that  he  is  gcrerned  by  such  or  such  in- 
ioesee.  But,  when  a  charge  is  made  that  I  am 
nrenied  by  any  other  impulse  than  that  of  an 
Amencao,  and  that  I  am  a  tool  to  others,  I  pro- 
DQODce  it  a  slander.   Under  this  impression,  I 
make  this  reply.   And  I  would  be  understood 
thal,if  any  one  considers  himself  injured,  or  the 
reseatmeiit  of  any  gentleman  is  awakened  by  any- 
tliiii;r&tch  I  hare  said,  that  I  do  not  consider 
mytetf  is  shielded  by  the  splendid  walls  which 
wnoood  me,  nor  by  the  privileges  of  a  member. 
Wliat  [  have  said,  I  shall  not  retract. 

Hr.RHUsaid  he  should  not  vote  for  reference; 
for  if  dw  bill  should  be  committed  to  the  Com- 
mitiee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and  after- 
wirdi  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
itvovld  annecessarily  occupy  time,  when  it  could 
u  weil  be  understood  by  bemg  printed.  It  was 
vith  no  pleasare  to  himself  that  he  sat  out  to  take 
Uf  Mlice  of  a  most  extraordinary  address  from 
■  geademan  from  New  York  on  Saturday  last; 
ud  itfsve  him  pain  that  any  gentleman  should 
so  hr  depart  from  the  politeness  which  should 
eharaefenxe  every  one,  as  to  have  used  such  lan- 
poxeu  was  then  heard.  The  gentlemen  could 
not  hare  intended  to  enlighten  the  House  ;  for  his 
*hole  neech  was  unconnected — consisted  of  no 
wMWreasopipg,  but  of  assertions  of  a  most  ex- 
^Mffinrv  nature,  and  those  not  bottomed  upon 
wt  h  the  coarse  of  that  extraordinary  speech, 
VI  IOC  told  that  we  were  legislating  against  the 
mieteMofthe  nation — applying  the  observation 
nniealaily  to  the  laws  resptctiog  the  embargo. 
Tbegeo^man  had  made  many  observations  on 
iueiBhi^o,and  among  others,  as  Mr.  R.  under- 
Ub,  that  the  mmority  on  that  question, 
^^Iwir  eternal  honor,  had  opposed  the  system, 
nnevere  many  gentleman  in  the  minority  on 
■•Meeawon,  who  sopported  this  bill,  and  would 
wBMBtccordiQ  their  views  with  that  gentlemao 
j.j'oprewing  his  opposition  to  the  embargo, 
y  ywtlcman  for  a  moment  take  into  view 
'*«pMe«jtate  of  things  in  Europe;  the  decrees 
<■  noeUe  adopted  by  those  mighty  Powers  in 
•■nirKftmpts  to  destroy  each  other?  If  the  gen- 
wotta^  mind  had  for  a  moment  expandea,  he 
•«w  aot  hare  permitted  such  expressions  to 
■■ope  his  lips.  For  if  the  embargo  law  bad  not 
^"tit       would  hiire  been  the  eoiueqneace  i 


Our  commerce  would  have  been  swept  from  the 
ocean,  and  scarce  a  vessel  left;  and  therefore  a 
system  was  adopted  to  retain  the  property  of  the 
United  Slates  at  home,  and  preserve  it  from  cap- 
lure  on  the  ocean.  Did  the  gentleman  contem* 
plate  that  there  were  already  about  three  thou- 
sand of  our  own  seafaring  men  on  board  vessels  of 
foreign  Powers?  Did  he  reflect  on  the  frequent 
seizures  by  the  belligerent  Powers,  and  that  they 
dealt  wide  destruction  to  the  commerce  spread 
over  the  ocean  ?  Had  he  contemplated  these 
things  the  House  would  surely  not  hare  been  so 
assailed.  To  the  assertion  that  they  bad  been 
legislating  against  the  interest  of  the  nation,  irttat 
did  ibe  people  themselves  say?  The  embargo 
was  generally  approved  throughout  the  Uqited 
States,  except  by  a  few  persons,  probably  holding 
the  same  political  opinions  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York.  From  the  East  to  the  South- 
west, and  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ohio,  the  mea- 
sure had  been  approved.  With  what  confidence 
and  assurance  then  could  the  gentleman  say  that 
they  were  legislating  against  the  interest  of  the 
nation,  or  how  could  a  gentleman  permit  himself 
to  depart  so  far  from  facts  as  to  make  these  asser- 
tions? 

The  gentleman  had  said  they  were  g;uided  by 
an  unseen  hand.  In  saying  ihiiL  according  to  my 
iolerpretatioQ  of  it,  said  Mr.  R.,  he  said  mure  than 
he  intended.  I  refer  to  that  mighty  Being  who 
raises  and  depresses  nations  when  he  pleases.  Tfaia 
is  the  only  band  that  I  acknowledge,  and  if  if  is 
the  same  which  the  gentleman- meant,'  I  will  agree 
with  him.  But  if  he  means  that  we  are  under 
any  other  io&oence  lhan  such  as  is  dictated  by 
the  honor  of  our  country,  I  do  positively  and  une- 
quivocally deny  the  truth  of  his  assertion.  When 
a  nation  does  an  act  at  which  no  other  nation  on 
earth  can  justly  take  offence,  and  that  act  is  ap- 
proved by  the  people,  it  appears  strange  that  it 
should  be  said  by  any  one  that  it  was  favoring 
the  designs  of  any  nation  in  Europe.  This  nation 
fear^  Dot  the  de^igas  of  any  nation  in  Europe; 
neither  has  it  a  partiality  for  any  one.  This  oe- 
iog  the  case,  how  can  it  i>e  said  that  the  carr^ring 
thix  act  into  effect  is  aiding  or  abetting  the  desi^s 
of  any  foreign  Power?  I  shall  always  agree  to 
assert  the  honor  and  dignity  of  my  own  country. 
I  shall  nerer  make  assertions  that  it  is  under  the 
influence  of  a  fbreini  Power;  and  before  any  gen- 
tleman makes  such  assertions  he  ought  to  hare 
facts  to  confirm  as  in  the  belief.  Unless  stronc 
reasoning  or  proof  can  be  adduced  in  support  <u 
his  assertions,  he  has  descended  to  a  gull  from 
which  it  will  be  difficult  to  extricate  himself. 

It  has  been  said  that  this  embargo  is  a  sly  and 
cunning  deception,  or  a  non-intercourse  law.  It 
has  the  same  operation  which  every  similar  act 
has  heretofore  had.  So  long  as  we  can  support 
a  neutrality,  so  long  will  I  do  any  act  which  con- 
duces to  it;  and  if  anything  can  support  it,  it  is 
the  embargo,  by  preventing  those  conflicts  which 
would  take  place  on  the  ocean  between  the  armed 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  the 
armed  ressels  of  the  maritime  Powers. 

But  it  appears  the  gentleman  has  taken  grrat 
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ofieace  at  tbis  bill,  because  it  has  left  no  place  to 

fet  out.  Does  he  want  to  get  out?  Does  be  want 
is  constitueuts  to  get  out?   Does  he  want  the 

Eeople  of  VermoDt  to  get  out?  He  brought  down 
is  obserTatioDs  from  the  Qallic  Emperor  to  the 
pigs  of  Vermoot.  There  is  more  hooor,  digoity, 
and  magDanimity  in  the  people  of  Vermont,  even 
if  a  bole  should  be  left,  than  to  send  their  produce 
to  the  British  Provioces.  And  if  any  intercourse 
be  carried  oo  between  the  people  of  Vermont  and 
the  people  of  Canada,  it  must  be  by  those  who 
heve  forsworn  those  principles,  the  observance  of 
which  they  owe  to  their  country.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman wish  an  opening  through  which  the  whole 
produce  of  the  United  States  may  float  down  the 
fiver  St.  Lawrence,  and  then  across  the  Atlantic? 

I  have  never  contemplated  this  embargo  as  a 
war  system ;  it  is  a  system  of  peace,  ana  holds 
forth  to  the  nations  of  Europe  this  language: 
*'  We  are  willing  to  send  you  our  produce,  out 
you  have  refused  to  let  us  travel  quietly,  and,  as 
thi^  is  the  case,  we  will  keep  oar  vessels  and  pro- 
dnce  at  home,  nor  expose  one  or  the  other  to  your 
friendship  or  depredation."  This  is  the  language 
of  the  embargo ;  it  is,  therefore,  no  war  measure. 
I  hope  the  House  will  not  arrest  its  effect  tintil  the 

Eurpose  for  which  it  was  imposed  is  completed; 
efore  that  time  arrives,  the  more  perfect  it  is  the 
better.  Let  us  show  that  we  are  determined  to 
preserve  and  support  our  neutrality. 

The  genileman  told  us  that  the  nation  must  be 
saved  by  the  Representatives  of  the  people.  This 
QbservatioQ  i  couf^  not  understand;  I  always 
thought  that  the  sovereign  people  represented 
themselves.  I  have  indeed  heard  it  saio  that  the 
people  were  themselves  their  worst  enemies;  but 
I  always  thought  that  they  could  save  themselves, 
and  still  think  so ;  and  the  moment  we  step  aside 
from  our  duty,  they  will  do  it.  If  they  thmk  we 
act  against  tneir  interest,  they  will  call  us  back 
with  language  of  reprobation,  and  pat  othecs  in 
our  stead  to  pursne  a  different  policy.  It  is  on 
the  principle  of  anxiety  for  the  public  good  that  I 
act;  and  to  the  people  I  look  for  appro^tion;  and 
for  these  reasons  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Newton.— I  consent  to  the  recommitment 
Jrom  a  conviction  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  are 
desirous  of  giving  it  that  direction.  Their  wishes 
have  been  expressed,  and  I  acquiesce.  To  have 
avoided  a  debate  on  the  embargo — a  subject  which 
has  been  discussed — would  have  afforded  me  great 
satisfaction,  particularly  as  it  must  have  been  Tore- 
seen  that  much  warmth  would  be  excited  by  it. 
It  is  no  small  gratification  to  me  that  those  with 
whom  I  am  politically  associated,  did  not  provoke 
it.  We  are  again  called  upon  for  our  reasons  in 
&Tor  of  this  measure.  We  have  thought,  and 
ttill  think,  that  it  was  one  which  was  dictated  by 
enlightened  policy  and  imperious  necessity. 

Assembled  here  for  the  sole  purpose  of  promot- 
in|;  the  public  welfare,  it  becomes  a  duty  to  act 
with  propriety  and  temper ;  and  in  no  instance  to 
soffer  oar  passions  to  lead  us  into  the  adoption  of 
measures  incoDsistent  with  that  object.  Maturity 
of  consideration  should  always  precede  decision; 
a  contrary  course  would  be  a  detelictioa  of  the 
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public  interest.  The  embargo  is  in  operation;  ic 
IS  a  subject  before  the  public  tribunal,  a  tribanal 
every  way  competent  to  decide;  there  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  measure  will  be  dispassionately 
wei|^ed  and  numbered.  I  am  not  a  little  grati- 
fied to  find  that  unequivocal  expressions  of  appro- 
bation bare  been  made  by  most  of  the  State  Le- 
|;islatures,  and  that  not  a  day  passes  away  without 
mcreasing  the  number  of  its  advocates.  Epithets 
of  abuse  have,  with  no  sparing  hand,  been  spread 
abroad  in  every  direction.  It  has  been  represented 
as  the  offspring  of  foreign  influence;  but  declam- 
ation and  accusation  can  avail  nothing  with  the 
enlightened  public;  proof  of  foreign  Inflaeoee 
must  be  adduced,  if  the  propagators  of  it  expect 
any  advantage  from  it.  Let  thie  situation  of  the 
United  States,  prior  and  subsequent  to  the  passage 
of  the  act  laying  an  embargo,  in  their  relations 
with  foreign  nations,  be  candidly  and  impartially 
viewed. 

If  the  justification  of  the  measure  is  not  to  be 
found  in  those  relations^  we  disdain  to  resort  to 
other  means  for  it;  we  are  williog  that  all  the 
responsibility  of  the  measure  should  attach  to  us. 
When  our  attention  was  first  attracted  to  this 
subject,  the  decree  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  of 
November  21,  1806,  was  in  operation;  and  that 
blockading  decree  it  was  intimated  would  be  rig;- 
orousty  enforced.  Previous  to  its  operation,  oar 
commerce  had  been,  and  continued  to  be,  greatly 
restricted  by  the  orders  of  the  British  Cabinet ; 
and  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London,  so  early 
as  the  10th  of  January,  1807,  was  informed  that, 
if  the  French  decree  were  enforced,  the  British 
Ministry  had  resolved  to  pursue  retaliating  mea- 
sures. We  saw  in  such  acts,  having  the  sanction 
of  public  authority,  the  ruin  and  prostration  of 
our  commerce.  As  the  guardians  of  the  national 
interest,  as  the  depositary  of  the  national  power, 
Congress  was  invoked  to  rescue  commerce  from 
inevitable  destruction.  In  the  performance  of  this 
duty  the  embargo  was  laid,  as  tbe  best  means  of 
security.  The  subsequent  acts  and  conduct  of  th« 
belligerent  Powers  have  confirmed  me  in  opinitm 
that  the  measure  was  the  result  of  imperious  ne- 
cessity. Those  whose  prejudices  have  shut  thdi 
minds  against  the  influence  of  such  manifestatiima 
on  the  part  of  the  belligerent  nations,  cannot  be 
appealed  to  as  impartial  judges. 

It  has  been  said  that  we  should  not  prevent  the 
exportation  of  produce  in  foreivn  vessels,  while 
our  own  are  detained  in  port  by  the  embargo; 
that  the  reason  for  such  a  course  was  not  evident 
nor  strong.  To  me,  sir,  the  necessity  and  policy 
of  the  restriction  is  evident.  If  Congress  had  noC 
prohibited  the  exportation  of  American  produce^ 
a  carte  blanche  would  hare  been  given  to  Great 
Britain.  By  such  an  act  she  would  have  secured 
the  object  of  all  her  wishes  with  our  approbation; 
an  object  which,  since  1793,  all  the  numerous  and 
iniquitous  orders  of  her  Cabinet  have  been  issued 
to  obtain.  If,  in  retiring  from  the  oeean,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  illiberal  and  execraUe  policy  of 
the  belligerent  nations,  we  had  thrown  our  ports 
open  to  them  for  the  exportation  of  ptodace,  Great 
Britain  would  have  been  xeainng  the  whole  har- 
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rati  Ae  would  have  enjoyed,  a  monopoly  of 
eoauDtree.  Bjr  aneli  an  act  ■tio  woold  have  beeo 
rewirded  for  ber  iDjoatiee  and  insults;  and  one 
nuUioo  iiro  hondrda  thousand  tons  of  shipping 
wooUbaTe  been  saeriSeed  to  her  iaordinate  lust 
for miritiiae  domination  and  commercial  mooop- 
dj.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  other  belli- 
(ORii  ulions  are  driven  from  the  ocean.   In  the 
permission  cooieoded  for,  ve  saw  the  prostration 
of  the  various  and  judicious  acts  of  the  National 
Goremment,  framed  with  a  view  to  foster  our 
DirigatioD  and  trade.  If,  sir,  we  had  pursued  the 
poliey  advocated,  we  nerer  could  have  repelled 
tlu  ettarce  of  having  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered 
•  general  conveyance  to  Great  Briiaio  of  aH  our 
eoDumcial  rights. 

The  efflbir^o  will  produce  a  bappy  effect^  inas- 
mneh  u  it  will  determine  in  the  estimattoa  of 
European  nadoni  the  importance  of  American 
commerce,  and  the  valde  of  her  friendship. 

la  the  enjoyment  of  advantages  they  nave  in- 
dokady  rested  content  The  great  mass  of  the 
people  have  never  extended  their  views  to  the 
wotee  of  those  comforts.  The  period  has  arrived 
when  the  privations  they  are  forced  to  suffer  will 
exliilHt  to  view  the  fountain  from  which  a  thou* 
sud  blessings  flow.  Europe  is  afflicted  with  scar- 
ciif ;  aad  America  is  the  ooly  granary  to  which 
resort  can  be  bad  to  avert  the  horrors  oi  pestilence 
and  famine.  The  finger  of  Providence  appears 
10  have  prepared  a  crisis  for  the  operation  of  a 
nieasDK  the  best  calculated  of  all  others  to  re-es- 
tablish the  relations  of  reciprocal  justice,  and  to 
admmiih  despots  that  there  is  a  just  and  control- 
uBf  power  that  assigns  to  iniquity  and  oppression 
tMrJintiis. 

Adhere,  air,  to  this  measure  with  firmness  and 
ue  accommodation  of  our  diifereuees  will  be  cer* 
tain  tod  advantageous.  If  we  yield  the  ground 
we  have  taken,  our  character  for  stability  and 
omfless  will  be  lost  forever}  and  it  will  be  in  vain 
to  look  for  respect  aod  justice  from  those  who  do 
Boi  anptebend  a  rigorous  and  spirited  retaliation 
for  wiifaholdiDg  that  jostice  and  respect  which 
we  bare  a  right  to  demand.  The  United  States 
ra*  Anteriea  are  involved,  io  a  crisis  similar?  to  that 
which  gave  ezisteoce  to  their  iode^odence. 

Frodamctions  and  decrees  restrict,  limit,  nar- 
row  or  raspeod  trade,  in  the  same  manner  aod 
Mywasif  the  United  States  were  colonial  depen* 
^eneies.  In  1776,  the  Qenius  of  America  inspired 
•>'''.  wn  with  courage  to  resist  oppression.  Id 
weir  Dedwatioa  of  Indepmdenee  tnej  eoumera- 
M  tmtmg  the  causes  trf*  their  reaistanee,  that  '*of 
^UDg  off  our  trade  with  all  iMrta  of  the  world." 
WM  oar  foiefiitbers  were  rev  in  number,  they 
^^WHled  dangers  of  ererr  description  for  their 
-  k"*"**  commerce.  The  contest  eventuated 
la  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  nation. 
A  lame  ud  submissive  surrender  of  the  acqoisi- 
•was  of  their  valor,  would  fix  on  the  nauooal 
aame  aa  iodelihle  suin.  Their  recollected  patri- 
otism  thoBM  imipire  us  to  make  whatever  sacrt- 
we  crisis  requires.  In  the  choice  of  war  or 
u  eabarga  we  have  chosen  the  last  as  the  least 
■  cvUs.  if  commerce  bad  not  been  arrested  and 
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confined  to  an  interooorse  among  oaraelres,  noth- 
ing within  the  scope  of  power  could  have  pre- 
vented war.  The  United  States,  in  defence  of 
their  maritime  rights,  must  have  taken  sides. 
They  would  have  lieeo  arrayed  in  battle  order, 
either  on  the  side  of  France  against  Great  Britain, 
or  on  that  of  Great  Britaia  against  Prance;  an 
event,  token  either  way,  more  deplorable^  than  an 
embargo  without  limitatioo.  War,  sir,  is  less  to 
be  dreaded  as  it  relates  to  the  shocks  and  impre^* 
nioDs  which  contendiog  armies  receive  from,  or 
make  on  each  other,  than  as  to  consequences  of 
another  description;  a  disregard  for — I  was  on' 
the  ere  of  sayiog[,  an  oblivion  of— those  principles 
which  are  the  pillars  of  the  Republic.  Military 
power  seldom  renders  homage  to  justice ;  and 
rarely  mounts  the  car  of  war  for  any  other  poF* 
pose  than  to  inflict  injuries  and  spread  desolation. 
War  is  Pandora's  box,  from  which  issne  all  the 
erils  and  calamitiea  that  can  afflict  and  scourge 
mankind.  Rather  than  encounter  sneh  conse- 
quences, and  be  entangled  in  the  labyrinth  of  Eu- 
ropean  artifice  and  diplomacjr,  I  would  cheerfully 
render  my  assent  to  a  non-intercourse  with  the 
belligerent  Powers.  Let  them  render  justice  to 
a  fair  aod  honest  neutrality,  and  I  will  be  among 
the  first  in  reciprocating  it.  But,  sir,  until  repa- 
rarioD  is  made  to  my  much  injured,  outraged,  and 
insulted  country,  I  cannot  press  to  my  bosom  with 
the  cordiality  of  friendship,  the  violators  of  her 
rights. 

I  cannot,  sir,  omit  here  noticing  uome  inconsis- 
tencies into  which  our  political  opponents  have 
fallen.  The  Republicans  have  been  charged  with 
wanting  vigor,  since  to  them  has  been  entrusted 
the  management  of  the  national  concerns.  When 
strong  meesnres  were  deemed  unnecessary,  we 
were  tutd'tbat  pusillanimity  deterred  us  from  tak- 
ing them.  When  the  embargo  was  recommended 
by  our  opponents,  it  was  repiresented  m  the  only 
eflectual  measure  to  which  we  could  resort :  as 
soon  as  the  crisis  justified  its  adoption,  gloomy 
and  desponding  reflections  were  feit  and  uttered, 
as  to  its  prolmbTe  eflects:  the  Executive  and  Con- 
gress were  represented  as  precipitating  the  nation 
into  rnin.  This  language  cannot  be  mistaken; 
the  traits  of  inconsistency  are  strongly  marked}, 
the  struggle  for  power  is  evident ;  but  the  efforts 
to  regain  paradise  are  by  no  means  calculated  to 
insure  success.  Secret  influence  is  the  cabalistic 
word.  If  I  am  by  it  to  understand  Executive 
influence,  I  canoot  either  discern  its  application, 
or  fipd  out  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  operate. 
I  cannot  entertain  an  opinion  so  unworthy  of  rayr 
self,  as  for  a  moment  to  believe,  that  the  respect 
I  cntexutn  {br  the  Bxecotire  Magistrate  of  the 
United  States,  reirawned  for  his  patriotism  and 
Tirtues,  tian  ever  degenerate  into  servility.  No, 
sir,  it  cannot;  I  am  not  by  nature  of  a  tempera- 
ment to  become  the  bumble  minion  of  power. 

Foreign  influence  is  likewise  pressea  into  ser* 
rice — the  efficacy  of  its  magic  is  tried — it  ranks 
among  the  political  panaceas  of  the  day.  But 
from  whence,  sir,  does  the  accusation  flow  1  Is 
this  serious  and  weighty  charge  brought  against 
us  by  those  worthies  who  achieved  the  indepen- 
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dcDce  or  their  country?  Noj  the  greater  number 
of  those  worthies  are  with  ns.  U  that  class  of 
citizens  who  have  raised  themselres  into  notice 
and  importaace  by  years  of  devotion  to  public 
services,  nnmbered  among  our  accusers?  No;  the 
greatest  number  of  that  class  is  also  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question  with  us.  1  hare  no  skill  in 
finding  out  motives;  the  science  is  loo  mysterious 
and  occult  for  the  dimness  of  my  intellectual 
Tision.  The  abortive  attempts  which  I  have  so 
oAen  witnessed,  have  disqtialified  me  from  putting 
in  my  pretensions  for  distinction  and  promotion. 
I  trust,  sir,  that  such  language  must  proceed  either 
from  the  intemperance  of  discussjon,  or  from  a 
mtseoneeplion  of  the  American  character,  which 
cttD  never  descend  from  the  eterated  station  of 
independence  to  become  the  pander  or  the  puppet 
of  despots. 

Persevering  firmness  in  the  present  course  will 
have  the  tendency  of  adjusting  our  diflereaces, 
and  of  giving  to  such  adjustment  the  character  of 
permanency.  When  all  hopes  of  producing  a  re- 
laxation in  our  principles  are  abandoned,  the  pre- 
sent crisis  will  no  longer  present  a  threatening 
aspect.  On  our  firmness  at  this  lime  depends  tbe 
future  prosperity  of  the  nation.  To  us  is  now 
consigned,  Mr.  Speaker,  tbe  arduous  task,  amidst 
the  convulsions  and  tempests  which  agitate  the 
world,  of  keeping  in  tbe  haven  of  peace  the  vessel 
of  State.  Perform  thin  imporlaDt  service,  and  you 
wilt  enji>y  a  reward,  of  all  others  tbe  most  grate- 
fdl  to  a  patriot,  tbe  smiles  of  his  country. 

The  Speaur  said  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  reminding  gentlemen  that  the  question  before 
the  House  was  on  the  recommitment  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  LtvBBHOBE  said  he  bad  apprehended  that 
was  the  motion,  and  that  they  were  not  uowcon- 
aidering  the  propriety  of  laying  tbe  embargo.  For 
his  own  part,  be  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  com- 
mitted ;  and  be  hoped  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  not  say  that  he  was  one  of  those  mushroom 
politicians  or  political  wiseacres  he  had  alluded 
to,  because  he  concurred  with  him  in  agreeing  that 
the  bill  should  be  recommitted,  to  be  amended,  or 
thrown  into  tome  kind  of  order.  He  should  for- 
bear making  any  cemraents  on  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  last  up,  on  the  propriety  of 
laying  an- embargo;  bu^  at  some  lime  when  the 
aabject  was  properly  before  the  House,  be  would 
go  into  a  discussion. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Campbbll  said  it  was  with  more 
than  usual  relucmnoe  that  he  rose  to  address  the 
House  on  this  occasion,  and  oothiog  but  a  sense 
■of  duty  would  impel  him  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion in  which  it  might  be  necessary  to  notice 
charges  made  against  the  majority  of  this  House, 
of  the  Senate,  and  against  the  Government  in  gen- 
eral, which,  if  true,  ought  to  be  proved  and  made 
known  to  the  public,  so  as  to  produce  a  total  ren- 
ovation in  the  national  councils;  and,  if  false, 
oaght  to  consign  their  authors  to  that  disgraceful 
i^my  which  such  conduct  was  calculatedtodraw 
upon  them — an  infamy  that  should  mark  them 
out  as  common  calumniators, and  hold  them  forth 
a»  fit  objeets  for  national  contempt.  The  petty 
■eriltbler*  in  the  party  newspapers  have  been  for 


some  time  engaged  in  eirculaiing  reports  of  Frenak 
influence  over  the  couocils  of  the  nation.  Tbm 
charges  were  in  themselves  so  destitute  of  even 
the  semblance  of  truth — so  to^Uy  unfounded  sad 
unsupported  by  any  facts  to  give  them  the  color 
of  probability— that  they  made  little  or  no  ioipres- 
sion  on  the  public  mind,  and  were  rejected  at  slan- 
derous falsehoods,  the  mere  ofispring  of  uialigoity, 
as  generaUy  as  they  were  known.   The  more  re- 
spectable public  prints  of  the  same  party  refuted 
these  charges,  and  treated  them  with  that  eoa- 
tempt  whiefa  tbey  deserved.  They  thercibre  re- 
ceived naserious  notice  from  those  against  whom 
they  were  made,  and  there  appeared  lo  be  a  gen- 
eral disposition  to  suffer  them  to  sink  into  that 
silent  oblivion  to  which  the  good  sense  of  the 
nation  would  most  certainly  have  consigned  them. 
But,  when  these  charges  are  borrowed  Trom  those 
petty  scribblers,  aiMl  echoed  and  repeated  on  tku 
floor  by  a  person  having  the  honor  of  a  seat  ia  the 
House,  it  IS  high  time  thoy  should  be  noticed— to 
be  longer  silent  would  be  criminal.   Issue  is  nor 
joined,  and  the  guilty,  whoever  they  may  be— 
whether  the  accused  or  the  accusers—must  stsod 
forib  before  lhenation,stripped  of  their  mask  of  coo- 
cealment,  to  receive  tbe  sentence  of  public  indig- 
nation, that  will  frown  them  with  contempt  iato 
obscurity.   For  there  is  no  medium  in  this  case: 
tbe  aecasers  or  the  accused  must  be  goilijr— mnst 
he  enemies  to  their  cotratry— and  it  la  huh  time 
the  nation— the  peopleof  America— should  know 
their  friends  from  their  foes.  The  crisis  calls  fm 
it,  and  the  honor  and  dignitv  of  this  Honse  de- 
mand that  tbe  guilty  should  be  exposed.  U  the 
charges  can  be  supported,  that  any  portion  of  the 
members  of  this  House  are  actiug  under  forei^ 
iDfluence,let  ihe  people  know  it ;  let  tbemchaage 
their  representation ;  let  them  send  men  of  in(^ 
rity,  who  are  superior  to  the  secret  influence  ofa 
foreign  Power.   But  if, on  thecootrary,  thosealle- 
gavions  are  found  to  be  false  and  unfounded,  then 
let. the  nation  know  this,  and  let  the  fioger  of  scorn 
point  at  those  who  have  published  such  groaod- 
less  falsehoods,  and  render  them  the  objects  of 
public  contempt  and  detestation.   This  subject  ii 
now  fairly  before  the  public,  and  he  who  had  oiade 
such  serious  charges  on  this  floor-^ha^cs  that 
the  majority  of  this  House  is  actii^  nodet  tbe 
impulse  of  French  or  Gallic  influence— will^  it  ii 
presumed,  produce  to  this  Honse  and  tbe  nattoa— 
and  he  is  now  called  upon  to  do  so— the  procA, 
the  evidence,  or  facts,  that  support  those  ou^i 
and  if  these  are  not  produced,  it  must  be  consid- 
ered by  this  House  and  by  tbe  nation  tiM  theie 
are  no  such  proofs  of  facto,  and  that  theiefiB* 
these  charges  are  groundless  calumnies,  circobited 
abroad  at  this  imporiant  crisis  by  the  enemies  of 
this  country  to  distract  the  public  mind  and  de- 
stroy the  confidence  of  the  people  in  their  Qovern- 
ment,  which  would  paUy  the  energies  of  the  na^ 
tion,  and  render  her  more  vnlnen^  to  the  altaeb 
ofa  foreign  enemy. 

On  the  subject  of  the  embirgo,  Mr.  C.  said  be 
had  been  hitherto  stlentin  this  I&use — he  thought 
it  more  importaot  to  act  than  to  speak.  The  rea- 
sons for  passing  the  taw  laying  an  enbarge^  mid 
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Mf.C^appeared  to  roe  (as  tbey  did,  I  preaame,  to 
t  tujorttf  of  the  House)  so  strong,  so  self-evideDt, 
Ihu  i&ef  mast  ptodaee  cOBriction  without  arr- 
ant; m  to  diaeoss  a  meanite  under  anch  eir- 
wmaaeci  appeared  like  a  owlcaa  waste  of  time, 
mifU  it  were,  admittiag  a  doabt  where  none  ex- 
kutd.  And  since  the  passage  of  that  law,  erents 
ftmweeedkd  each  other  so  rapidly,  whicQ  prorc 
I*  mrf  Amerieaa  friendijr  to  his  country,  whose 
wn4  i)  not  warped  by  prejudice,  not  only  the  pro- 
irietyand  policy  of  tbe  law.  but  the  great  import- 
sneeud  aosolute  neeesnty'of  it  at  this  tiuK,  for 
the  security  of  our  roerchandise  and  seamen,  the 
KCMrralton  of  peace,  and  to  prepare  tbe  country 
tor  vir,  that  ereo  those  who  opposed  the  measure 
at  Got  teemed  to  be  eourinced  of  its  utility,  and 
appctied  disposed  to  support  it  as  the  only  meane 
ia our  power  calculated  to  preserre  the  honor  and 
pDiwHe  tbe  general  welfare  of  tbe  nation.  Tbe 
pnUic  seatiment  tbrooghont  this  Union,  so  far  as 
It  ku  been  in  the  ^wer  of  the  I>aoi>le  to  ezpreM 
in  their  L^pslative  as  well  as  iadindaal  capa- 
«ty,hiiBot  only  sanetioaed  this  law,  bat  warmly 
approfcd  the  policy  of  it,  and  pledged  the  ener- 
|W>oftke  nation  to  support  the  measure.  Tbus^ 
It  would  leem  that  the  reasons  for  passing  it  ap- 
peared u  self-evideat  to,  and  made  as  strong  an 
JOjvenioB  on  the  minds  of  the  people  at  Urge,  as 
tMf  did  00  tbe  minds  of  tbe  majority  of  tbe  Na- 
tiual  Legislature.    It  w»s,  therefore,  deemed  un- 
tieeeanry  to  enter  into  an  tnvesttgatian  of  those 
reasom  on  this  floor. 

Bat,  when  charges  of  tbe  most  serioas  nature 
ve  made  on  this  £x>r  against  the  naajority  of  tbe 
Booae— chaives  that  tbey  are  aeting  unoei  and 
Soremed  by  French  ioflneace,  (for  tbia  is  in  sub- 
ttace  tbe  allentioo)— charges  whidb  I  beliere 
to  be  lufoandea  with  respect  to  erery  iMmbec  of 
the  House  of  the  m^onty,  aad  whieh  so  far  as 
i^uds  myself  I  kntnr  to  m.  and  now  so  declare 
ueB,iiAmoa8f groundless  falsehoods — it  maybe 
proper,  and  I  deem  it  my  duty,  to  state  some  of 
the  teasons  that  govemea  my  eoadoet  in  voting  : 
fiwtlielawlayitigan  embargo, and  thasabsequent 
jn^emeutal  act,  for  carrying  into  more  conptete 
f^Kt  ibe  same  object,  and  which  will  also  induce 
netOTDtefortbebiUnowniKlerdiseusaioQ.  These 
KtMM  arise  from  the  situation  in  which  this  na- 
tMDwasat  (hat  time  ]^aoed  in  relation  letbegreat 
beffi{en»t  Powers  ofBurope.  We  were  then  offi- 
*i*Uy  iaibrmed  that  Bonaparte  had  determined 
ie«ncoie,iB  the  most  rigorous  manwer,  bis  de- 
wae  fl€the  Slst  of  Norcmber,  1806,  declaring  the 
nittsb  isles  in  «  state  of  Uoekade.  Bf  this  mea- 
■^^oor  eemneree  with  Orent  Britain  and  her 
*l*Mleiieie«  wms  iotetdieted.  At  the  same  time 
^  Mde  known  to  ni  a  proolanalioB  iisaed  by 
■  Oorerameot  ruative  to  seaman,  assort- 

ag  right,  and  declaring  her  delerminMton 
to  faint  a  certain  line  of  conduct  on  the  ocean 
innaii|iii|,le  with  ibe  hitherto  acknowledged  laws 
w  attioa»-a  conduei  which  has  been  the  sabject 
MdispBie  between  that  QoTeroment  and  ours  for 
*^nl  years  past,  and  to  which,  she  was  well 
>MMd  by  the  representations  of  our  QoTemmeot, 
wenU  nei  nmaat,  and  avoid  not  aiAmt^  with. 
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out  saoriSeii^  at  the  foot  of  British  power  our 
national  hooorand  independence.  In  addition  to 
these,  it  was  known  that  tbe  British  Ministry  bad 
informed  oar  Ambassadors  at  London  that  iber 
would  adopt  orders  to  coontenrail  the  French 
Uockadiog  decree,  aod  a  note  to  this  effect  vnn' 
annexed  to  the  treaty  which  had  been  agreed  ufmn 
by  tbe  Commissioners  of  the  two  countries,  and 
anerwards  rejected  by^ our  QorernmeDt.  Tbisnote 
appeared  in  the  public  prints  previous  to  the  pas- 
sageof  tbeembargo  law,  and  was  sufficient  to  con- 
Ttuce  ererr  man  that  Britain  would  act  according 
to  this  declaratioD.  About  the  same  time,  it  was 
stated  in  the  QoTemmeat  prints  of  that  countty^ 
which  bad  reached  im,  that  orders,  on  the  part  of 
Qreat  Britaia,  counterrailiog  tbe  French  decree, 
and  declaring  France  and  all  her  dependencies 
(being  almost  the  whole  continent  of  Europe)  in 
a  state  of  siege,  had  been  prepared,  and  were  about 
to  be  puUishcd.  That  this  measure,  therefore, 
either  #as  adopted  by  Great  Briuin,  or  certainly 
would  be  in  a  short  time,  was  fairly  calculated 
upon,  and  generally  beliered.  The  event  has  ins* 
tified  the  opectation.  The  cannterrailing  orders 
hare  since  been  issued  by  Qreat  Britain,  intndict- 
ing  all  commerce  with  France  and  her  dependen-= 
cies,  and  these  bare  been  followed  by  Orderv 
after  Orders  almost  innumerable.  In  what  situa- 
tion, then,  were  we  placed  by  those  decrees  aod^ 
ordersi  Prohibited  from  all  commerce  with  Eng- 
land and  ber  territories,  by  France ;  and,  on  the 
other  haod,  interdicted  from  all  commerce  with 
France  and  the  rest  of  the  continent  by  the  Ordera 
of  Qreat  Britain.  Where,  then,  oould  our  vessels 
go,  without  being  exposed  to  capture?  Not  to  a 
single  port  in  Europe  or  her  dependencies.  lo  this 
situation,  what  were  we  (o  do?  We  bad  bnt  one 
alternative— eiUier  to  go  to  war  with  all  the  Pow- 
ers of  Burope  at  once,  or  suspend  for  a  time  all 
iotereoutse  with  them,  and  keep  at  home  our  mer- 
chandise, vessels,  and  seamen.  We  were  not  pre- 
pared for  the  former,  eltherwith  men  or  resources; 
nor  could  it  possibly  be  oar  interest  to  enter  into 
sueh  a  contest,  if  it  e<Mild  be  aroided.  We  ohoM 
to  adopt  the  latto' ;  it  was  certainly  the  lestc  eril 
of  tbe  two;  it  was  the  only  measure  that  left  vs 
the  chance  of  preserving  peae^  and  at  the  same 
time  enilbted  us  to  be  prepared  for  war.  There 
were  no  other  means  by  which  war  could  be 
avoided.  Oorvessris  were  liable  to  sekure  on  the 
ocean,  if  bound  to  any  port  in  Burope  or  her  de- 
pendencies. Seizures,  under  such  circumstances, 
would  have  been  just  cause  of  war.  Had  oar  ves- 
sels gone  out  and  been  captured,  we  should  have 
been  forced  into  a  war,  from  wfaiob  we  could 
expect  to  derive  no  benefit,  and  which  it  was  our 
interest  to  aroid,  if  possible.  Placed,  as  we  ap- 
peered  to  be,-  in  the  midst  of  danger— 4b  it  wer« 
between  BcylU  and  Oharybdis—we  endeavored 
to  steer  a  middle  course,  at  equal  distances  from 
the  rtotenee  of  the  waves  and  the  d^ogers  of  the 
rocks  on  either  shMe.  We  have  hitherto  sneceeded 
in  that  object.  We  have  pursued  sueh  a  course 
as  has  not  put  it  in  tbe  power  of  either  of  tbe  bel- 
ligerents to  charge  us  with  partiality  in  our  coo- 
docfr— «hef  hftf  e  not  attempted  it.  This  oharge 
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hu  be«n  copfined  to  the  minioas  of  disaffectioD 
withio  our  own  country.  There  is  scarcely  a 
reflecttDg  man  who  denies,  at  this  day,  the  policy 
mnd  correctness  of  the  law  laying  the  embargo. 
It  has  hitherto  saved  as  from  the  daDf^ers  and  ca- 
lamities of  war;  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the  finger 
of  Providence  had  pointed  oat  this  measure,  as  the 
most  fortunate  that  could  under  existing  eircum- 
staoees  have  been  adopted.  It  will  do  doubt  press 
hard  on  oaraelres  in  some  reapeots,  and  it  must  be 
expected  that  any  measure  that  we  could  hare 
adopted,  which  would  produce  any  eS^t  on  oth- 
ers, would  presa  hard  on  ooraeWea ;  but  it  will  bear 
much  harder  on  those  Powers  who  occasioned  it, 
and  make  them  feel  the  neceasity  of  our  commerce. 
It  will  bear,  in  a  (treat  degree,  equally  hard  on  the 
«eal  beliigercDt  Powers  of  Europe— England  and 
France.  Their  West  India  colonies  will  suffer 
equally  for  want  of  provisions.  France  wilt  lose 
mere  of  the  colonial  trade,  hitherto  carried  on  by 
neutrals,  in  consequence  of  the  erobargft,  than 
Great  Britain ;  and  indeed  the  loss  of  trade  in  gen- 
eral by  France  on  this  account  will  be  greater  than 
that  of  Great  Britain,  as  the  former  for  some  time 
past  received  a  great  proportioQ  of  her  trade  by 
tbe  American  sEippit^.  But  on  the  other  band 
Otcat  Britaio  may  suffer  more  for  want  of  the  raw 
materials  fumiBhed  for  her  manufactures  hereto- 
foie  bv  this  coontry,  than  France,  bat  both  wilt 
•enaibly  feel  the  loss  of  our  trade.  And  the  mea- 
sure, so  far  as  regards  us,  is  calculated  to  operate 
equally  on  both,  and  no  possible  difference  can  be 
discovered  to  exist. 

Under  these  circumstances,  what  pretence,  what 
Ibnodation  is  there  for  saying  that  in  adopting  this 
meature  there  was  any  pHrtialtty  manifested  for 
France  ?  There  is  none  that  can  be  perceived. 
There  is  another  circmnstance  attending  the  case 
which  at  once  seems  to  baffle  any  attempt  to  show 

Sfftiality  in  the  operation  of  the  law  before  the 
case.  It  is  said  this  law  is  to  operate  as  a  non- 
inlercourse  law — that  you  are  going  to  cut  off'all 
ioMrcourse  with  the  colonies  of  one  of  the  betli- 
fereni  Powera.  (Great  &italn,)  bordering  on  our 
Bortheast  frontier  jind  partiality  has  been  charged 
M  thisffround.  ButgenilemeDseemtohavefor- 
gotten  that  Spain  possesses  territortes«ft  our  south 
ud  aoalbwestem  frontier,  on  wbieh  this  law  will 
0|iemte  as  seTerelr  as  it  will  on  the  territory  on 
our  oortheaatem  froatier— and  that  Spain  is  tbe 
ally  of  France,  and  that  of  course  what  operates 
on  Spato,  operates  on  France.  This  law  will 
therefore  operate  equally  oq  those  Powers,  even  in 
tJhis  respect.  There  is  not,  therefore,  the  least 
foundation  for  the  assertion  that  the  embargo  is 
eatculated  to  favor  France.  If  there  were  no 
other  data  to  judge  from  but  the  effects  it  must 
have  on  that  Power  and  ker  allies,  who  derived 
the  greatest  advantage  from  oar  neutral  trade,  the 
thing  is  unfeasible  and  absoloiely  absurd. 

No  mail  of^Dse  can  su  ppoac  that  France  would 
wish  or  dictate  a  measure  that  would  produce  as 
great,  if  not  greater  injury  to  herself  toao  to  her 
enemy.  Such  a  supposition  would  be  next  to 
■Mdness.  From  these  ci»»ider8tions,it  woaM  be 
atVpoeed  thtt  no  maBj  who  had  made  binueir  in 
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any  degree  acquainted  with  the  sitoatiou  of  this 
country  in  regard  to  the  belligerent  Powers,  and 
had  considered  the  effects  that  this  measure  would 
have  on  them,  could  for  a  moment  entertain  th« 
opinion,  or  evfn  hazard  a  conjecture  that  it  was 
adopted  under  the  influeoeeof  anyToreigo  Power, 
much  less  under  that  of  France.   The  allegatioa 
is  80  wild,  so  inconsistent  in  itself— ft  desiitate 
of  the  least  semblance  of  probability,aod  altogether 
unsupported  by  the  least  shadow  of  prooi^  that: 
Qothitu;  hot  the  basest  malignity  of  heart  eonld 
engencMr  and  publish  so  shametesa,  foal,  and  inft* 
mous  a  falsehood ;  and  yet,  sir,  said  Mr.  CaHP»LC. 
it  has  been  echoed  on  this  flooi^— eoanded  in  jovr 
ears  in  the  frantic  strains  of  a  raving  maniac,  and 
in  the  discussion  of  a  subject  no  ways  calculated 
to  excite  such  extraordinary  passions.   Hence  it 
may  be  supposed  it  was  a  premeditated  scheme  to 
seize  on  that  oecastoo  in  order  to  give  vent  to  those 
vindictive  passions  against  the  Government  and 
the  Republicans  of  this  nation,  which  seem  en- 
tirely to  occupy  and  engross  the  minds  of  certaia 
persons.   In  noticing  woat  was  said  by  the  mem- 
ber from  New  York,  I  beg  to  be  understood,  as  not 
considering  these  statements  as  deriving  any  sort 
of  consequence  or  importance  from  him  who  made 
them  here.   It  is  not  on  that  aceoont  Uiat  ihey^ 
merit  or  receive  tbe  least  notice.  That  powm 
can  only  be  considered  as  the  mere  conduit  need 
by  those  behind  the  screen  to  convey  these  ground- 
less slandera  tothe  public— thccommon  trumpeter, 
who  gives  no  importance  to  what  he  makes  pob- 
tic,  except  what  is  derived  merely  from  the  plaee 
he  occupies,  or  the  duties  assifnea  him  to  perform. 
It  is  not  therefore  apprehended  that  what  has  been 
said  on  this  occasion  hj  that  member  will  make 
any  other  or  stronger  impression  on  the  public 
mind,  than  was  made  by  the  same  tale,  when 
handed  to  the  public  through  the  medium  of  party 
or  hireling  newspapers. 

With  r^rd  to  the  objections  made  to  the  snb- 
ject  before  you  they  seem  to  be  founded  in  error, 
and  in  not  attending  to  or  understanding  the  ob> 
ject  of  the  embarga  It  is  objected  that  this  WU 
IS  intended  to  operate  as  a  non-intereoime  Ull. 
Tbe  embargo  was  certtinly  intended  to  oaeraCa 
as  a  non-exportation  law ;  no  man  ever  oeued 
this ;  otherwise  we  could  not  kwp  our  merchan- 
dise at  home ;  and  it  is  as  important  to  prevent 
its  being  expcwted  by  land  as  it  is  by  water.  The 
object  0?  this  law  is  to  do  w^na!  jnstiee  to  all  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  not  permit  those  in  one  part  to 
have  a  market,  of  which  those  in  another  part  are 
denrived ;  and  that  operattne  to  defiant  tbe  very 
object  oC  the  embargo.  No  honest  man  can  wish 
to  do  iojustice;  he  could  not  wish  to  foror  one 
part  of  the  eonntnr  at  the  expcose  of  all  tbe  rest. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  bad  not  partieolarly  attended  to 
the  details  of  tbe  bill ;  tbe  principle  he  considered 
correct,  which  was  to  make  the  embargo  bear 
equally  on  all  parts  of  the  Union.  The  member 
from  New  York  said  jre  were  riveting  chains  on 
the  people.  No,  sir,  aatd  Mr.  C,  we  are  netrirefr> 
ing  ehaiDS  on  them  j  we  are  using  oar  best  ta- 
deaTors  to  vindicate  their  rights  (  hot  those  who 
oppoae  Aa  tEOe  interocaof  dteireonttry  amna^ 
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oecMOD  in  their  power,  are  riretlog:  od  tbem- 
•rires  cbatDa  of  iaiamy  that  thej  nerer  can  shake 
(A 

Ifr.  Alexamdbb  said  be  was  not  among  ihose 
Inaiaom  genUcfneo,  who,  anon  anr  aobjeet, 
cauld  lake  np  the  time  of  tbe  Hoase  in  dlsrassion. 
TJk  bill  seem*  to  hare  been  TmrioQsljr  amended, 
tad  not  to  be  rery  distuacttf  Dnderatood;  and, 
therefore,  I  think  it  htgblf  proper  to  let  it  go  to  a 
committee.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  ob- 
jects to  tbe  bill  becaase  ft  is  radically  distinct 
non  the  original  bill  called  tbe  embarvo  act ;  and 
in  confirmation  of  this,  introdaces  the  Message  of 
the  President,  recommending  an  inhibition,  iraich 
the  gentleman  supposes  only  to  have  iocladed  our 
Teasels.  If  there  be  anything  in  the  terms  of  tbe 
Uenage  which  limits  toe  communication  by  wa- 
ter eictusirely,  it  will  be  found  just  policy  also 
to  extend  it  to  prohibit  exportation  by  land.  But 
tbe  ^tlemaa  says  the  bills  are  different ;  that 
this  IS  a  DOD-intercoarse  bill.  Indeed,  I  cannot 
sec  the  difference;  tbe  embargo  is  a  total  restrie* 
Inn  of  tmde,  not  upon  one  part  oi  the  eommti- 
sUy,  bat  nwrn  the  whole.  It  ia  a  misfortune,  in  a 
Mate  of  tilts  aori,  that  gentlemen  will  not  eon- 
€m  themsdTes  to  riie  question,  but  range  wide 
from  it.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  is  of 
Ibjf  opnioB.  he  baa  a  right  to  retain  it,  and  sup- 
tort  it  with  all  the  argument  he  can.  This  is  an 
Domogeneons  part  of  the  original  measure,  and 
theqaestioo  is,  whether  it  shall  or  shall  not  be 
committed.  I  have  not  formed  a  distinct  opinion 
for  or  agaiast  it,  but  when  I  see  geBilecaeo  for 
whom  1  hare  a  respect  and  to  whom  no  suspicion 
eta  atueh  of  being  disposed  to  delay  the  bill, 
tkiok  it  woold  be  just  and  proper  policy  to  com- 
mit it,  I  ibail  vote  with  them. 

To  tbe  embai^^  I  was  opposed }  and  I  do  not 
N|ret  the  oppoaition  now,  though  I  admit  that 
certain  snbaeqaent  events  do  tend  to  show  the  ntil- 
itj,  if  aot  the  wisdom  of  the  meaanre.  My  win- 
cipal  objection  then  was  and  now  ia  in  pmut  of 
time;  but,  since  it  is  ado{rted,  it  is  my  wish  that 
it  ihMild  operate  equally.  I  do  not  wiah  to  bear 
^ilemcB  expntiate  in  debate  on  th«  rehtife  press- 
ure of  tbe  meaanre  on  foreign  Pownn.  It  is  im- 
material to  me  whether  it  operates  more  on  one 
at  00  tbe  other.  It  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
a  jnst  measnre.  So  as  to  our  own  citizms,  by  the 
aaiaenle,theeB^rg08hooldbejust.  TheSottth- 
em  citizen  cannot  e:^rt  his  eotion  and  tobacco; 
tbesante  ts  the  siinatioo  of  tbe  citizens  of  the  Mid- 
dle States  with  respect  to  their  produce,  while 
those  States  on  the  confines  of  some  adjacent  ter- 
titorieswill  hare  an  immense  advantage  over  those 
^  ate  otherwise  situated.  On  the  confines  of 
^iBidLftnd  on  our  Southern  extremity,  we  Sod 
Qtt  to  be  the  ease.  U  ia  nttrely  unjust  that  the 
ntizcB  of  one  district  of  tbe  country  should  be  per- 
mitted to  trade,  while  another  is  obliged  to  endure 
these  priTations.  Therefore,  I  think  this  bill  Is 
fiot  trtjeetfonaUe  on  the  ground  taken  by  the  gen- 
wmaa  from  New  York. 

I  win  here  obserre,  that  any  man  entering  into 
is  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  such  language 
"  he  flcMs,  if  it  be  not  petacmal.  I  heard  notn^ 
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ing  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York  giving 
me  any  kind  of  offiioce,  except  that  we  were  under 
foresgn  influenoe.  So  far  as  relates  to  myself,  tbe 
obaerviUion  has  no  application.  I  shall  alwaya 
pursiw  what  I  believe  to  be  true  poliey,  with  i»- 

Srd  to  any  man  or  set  oT  men.  I  wish  the  bill  to 
reeommitted,  to  have  such  ammdments  made 
to  it  as  are  necessary. 

Mr.  Bub  wished  to  make  one  or  two  observa- 
(ions.  It  will  be  rceollected  (said  he)  that  the 
embargo  law  did  not  pass  with  my  assent:  bnC 
since  tne  majority  thought  proper  to  pass  it,  1  de- 
termined that  nothing  shonid  be  wanting  on  my 

Krt  to  render  it  as  effectual  as  it  can  be  made, 
y  conduct  has  gone  to  this  effect.  I  hare  done 
everjrthing  I  could,  consistently  with  my  own 
opinion,  to  reconcile  my  con&tiiuents  to  the  mea- 
sure. But  in  the  course  of  that  discussion  it 
has  been  urged  on  the  one  hand  that  the  House 
were  governed  by  French  influence,  and  on  the 
ether  that  there  were  no  subsuntial  reasons  for 
owmg  An  embai^  In  the  first  place  I  die- 
ckim  tbe  opantion  on  my  mind  of  such  an  min- 
toD  aa  iii*t  expressed  by  the  genttenHh  from  New 
Ywfc,  (Mr.  GanHNimi,)  for  1  did  not  then  or  now 
believe  that  any  other  than  [woper  iafluenee  in- 
duced tbe  passage  of  the  law.  On  the  other  hand 
Iwill  obserre  that,  notwithstanding  the  reasons 
giren  by  tbe  gentleman  from  New  York  bad  no 
operation  on  my  mind,  there  were  reaaoos  which 
had.  I  believed  it  prematura  and  unaeeeanry^nnd 
I  still  believe  the  same. 

Mr.  MoNTGOuiBT  said,  that  before  the  adiouna- 
ment  of  the  House  on  Saturday  a  base  and  iji^^ 
mous  charge  bad  been  made  by  a  member  froaa 
New  York  (Mr.  Oardibnibb)  against  the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  Executive  aad  Coi^ress,  rela- 
tive to  the  adopting  the  measure  of  the  embaigo; 
that  the  indecorous  language  then  used  had  ex- 
cited tbe  hottest  indiaatioa  of  the  whole  Hotise  ; 
a  motion  waa  made  for  an  adjounment,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  affording  aa  opportanity  to  Dm 
member  from  New  York  6f  adducing  proof  and 
satisfying  the  nation  of  tbe  validity  of  the  unprin- 
cipled charge;  that  be  bad  designedly  kept  his 
seat,  and  impatiently  waited  for  the  member  lo 
rise  and  exhibit  bis  testimony ;  he  had  wailed  In 
vain.  Can  the  member  (Mr.  M.  asked)  prodae* 
to  this  House  a  single  individual  who  has  eversem 
a  solitary  docopieut  in  possession  of  the  BxecnUre 
relatmg  to  and  having  a  bearing  ea  oar  relations 
with  France,  and  which  it  is  important,  for  the 
information  of  Ctuigress  or  the  nation,  tne  Exe- 
cutive should  have  communicated,  and  which 
they  have  wilfully  eonoealed?  Can  he  show  a 
particle  of  evidence  to  excite  tbe  slightest  belief 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Qovemmcnt  have 
flowed  from  a  mandate  of  a  Napoleon,  or  from  Uw 
influence  ctf  bd  y  foreign  potentate  on  earth,  or  that 
they  bare  been  actuated  by  any  ioAuenee  otlwr 
than  a  sacred,  solemn,  and  honorable  sense  of  duty, 
and  with  a  view  solely  directed  to  promote  tin 
best  interests,  protect  the  inestimable  rights  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  of  oar  eommoii 
cotratry?  If  he  has  such  testimony,  why  does  he 
not  exnibit  it  ?  His  total  inability  to  do  so^  and 
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Jul  &iltDg  to  .do  so,  . most     oopeluHie  to  the 

tniads  of  the  spectators  who  sorraand  at,  to  this 
House  and  to  the  oatioo,  that  the  charge  is  ioso- 
leot.  false  aad  unfouaded.  If  true,  merited  odium, 
and  Datiooat  distrust  ought  to  attach  upoo  us ;  if 
uotrue,aDd  1  acaio  pronounce  it  so,  puolie  detes- 
tation will  be  levelled  at  hira  for  the  indeceney 
and  waotonaess  of  his  attack.  But  the  strong  aod 
indigoant  language  of  reprobation  which  has  this 
moroiag  been  so  forcibly  ap^ied  to  this  roost  un- 
worthy imputation,  readers  u  unnecessary  to  say 
much  more  on  this  occasion.  At  the  momeat,oa 
Saturday,  when  the  honest  feelings  of  strong  io- 
dignatioD  were  eicited  in  tbe  House  by  the  ma- 
lignant and  nnproroked  and  slanderous  asaertions. 
another  and  a  mote  serious  mode  of  prooeeding* 
]iad  suggested  itself,  but  on  reflection,  when  the 
futility  and  idleness  of  the  charge  was  oonsidmd, 
and  more  especially  tbe  source  from,  whence  it 
originated  and  proceeded,  it  is  judged  the  most 
el^ible  course  for  tbU  House  to  {lursue,  to  treat  it 
with  disdain,  and  consign  it  to  oaiional  execration 
.and  contempt. 

Thebill  was  then  committed  to  the  Comnittee 
•f  Commerce  and  MaBufactuces  withoutA  diri- 
aion  i  and  the  Houae  adjourned. 


TDBeQAT,  JETebiuary  23. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  John  Colpepper,  re- 
turned to  serve  as  a  member  for  the  State  of 
North  Carolioia,  by  virtue  of  a  new  etectton  held 
-in  the  counties  of  Richmond,  Montgomery,  Aa- 
scm,  Moore,  Cumberland,  and  Robeson,  compos- 
ia|^  the  Seventh  Congressional  District  of  tbe 
aatd  State,  and  whose  seat  had  been  declared  va- 
oaot  by  a  resolutton  of  this  House,  of  the  second 
day  of  January  last,  aj^ared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Ren88ELAGr, 

jRuehtd,  That  a  comminee  be  appointed  for 
the  '^rpooe  of  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of 
DooiiDUiag  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend 
jorisdietiOQ,  in  certain  cases,  to  Slate  Judges  and 
aiaca  Courts,"  and  that  the  committee  have  leave 
CO  report  l»r  bill  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Van  Rbnsselabr,  Mr. 
luLET,  and  Mr.  Lton.  be  appoitited  a  eommittee 
fwsuant  to  tbe  said  resolution. 

The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  certtfi- 
cnte  from  tbe  Governor  of  North  Carolioia,  under 
tbe  great  seal  of  the  said  State,  and  bearing  date 
the  thirteenth  of  the  present  month,  staling  that 
John  Culpepper  hath  been  duly  elected  as  a  Rep- 
leaentative  in  this  House  tbr  the  Seventh  Con- 
gvcssional  District  of  the  said  State;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tiona. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  bave  passed  tbe  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  making  farther  provision  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  seetloas  of  land  heretofore  reserved 
ibr  the  future  disposltlott  of  Congress."  with 
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aBKHkduenta,  to  which  th^j  dasin  tbe  ombu- 
rcnee  of  this  House. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amead* 
mettts  proposed  by  tbe  Seoate  to  the  bill,  eatided 
"An  act  making  wrther  provision  for  thedisponl 
of  the  sentions  of  land  heretefore  reserved  w  the 
future  disposition  of  CoDKress:"  Wherenpoa, 

Betohed.  That  this  House  doth  apee  to  the 
said  amendmeDU, 

The  bill  amendatory  of  tbe  Don-impottatioa 
law  was  returned  from -the  Senate  with  two  or 
three  verbal  unendnuli;  wllich  ware  eoMW- 
red  In. 

A  motion  inad«  by  Mr.  Cook,  to  take  up  the 
bill  for  extioguisbinc  debt*  doe  to  the  United 
States,  wa8.nagaiivoiP— 44  to  40. 

The  Hooae  vomlved  itself  into  a  Committaeaf 
tba  Whole  on  the  bill  fw  the-extension  of  credit 
.00  revenue  bends. 

Mr.  Newton  faaving  explained  the  object  rf 
the  bill,  and  the  bill  beiug  gone  through  wii^ 
out  further  debate,  the  Craunittee  rose  and  w> 
ported  it;  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  raadiag 
to-morrow. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  themppert 
of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the  Uaiied 
Slates  for  the  year  1808;  which  being  gsae 
tbroughj  the  Committee  rose  aod  reported  tha 
bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  ra^iiag  to- 
morrow. 

THE  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M.  Clat,  the  House  went 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for 
the  ctassificatioD  of  the  militia;  and  tbe  raotioa 
for  strlkiog  out  the  first  section  (virtually  to  net- 
stive  the  bill)  being  yet  under  consideration,  Hr. 
CioiNCT  supported  the  motion,  and  Messrs  Epfes 
aod  Ltor  opposed  it;  when  tbe  question  was 
at  length  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  oat  the 
first  section  of  tbe  bill,  and  carried,  55  to  49. 

Tbe  Committee  immediately  rose  and  tvpaki 
the  bill  as  amended. 

A  motion  being  made  to  consider  the  report, 

Mr.  M.  Clat  was  desirons,  if  gentlemen  wooU 
permit  it,  that  the  report  should  lie  on  the  tat^ 
lar  consideration;  as  thirty  or  forty  members  were 
absent^  and  he  wished  to  bare  tbe  <|Ueation  de- 
cided in  a  fvAl  botise. 

The  qaesiion  being  taken  on  now  cousiderii^ 
the  report,  was  negatived,  54  to  51. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  Dawbok  called  up  tbe  resoluiioa  which  he 
submitted  a  few  days  ago  for  the  appoiatment  tii 
a  joint  committee  to  ioquire  into  what  bosineai 
is  necessary  to  be  done  previous  to  adjoummeat. 

Mr.  Rowan  wished  for  some  information  on 
this  subject ;  without  which  he  thought  the  reso* 
luiiou  at  present  improper.  Tbe  great  busioeii 
for  which  they  had  been  called  together^  had  not 
yet  engaged  their  attention  in  tbe  way  which 
was  expected.  He  presumed  that  gentlemen  exr> 
pected  that  there  would  be  some  disclosure^ 
which  must  occupy  the  atleniiun  of  the  natioa, 
jutd  he  debfite^  whether  it  would  be  prop^ 
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WoR  ih«se  were  made,  to  ioiimate  a  design 
ikndf  to  adjornn.  He  was  uowilling  that  an 
iMpRKtoa  should  be  made  on  oar  enemies,  or 
tkt  fareigaers  in  this  country,  that  the  House 
ma  thooght  of  u  adjournment  before  these 
Muoret  were  disciused.  The  geotletften  who 
paptui  the  resolntioii,  however,  might  be  pps- 
wted  <tf  infonaatton  which  would  remove  his 
Knniles. 

Mr.  LivBRHOHG  understood  the  obyect  of  the 
raolotioa  to  be  to  asceruin  precisely  what  the 
^tleman  from  Kentucky  was.  desirous  to  Imow ; 
^ormaiba  oo  the  state  of  afiair*. 

Ur.  Siuui  would  only  ask  before  the  question 
was  taken  oo  the  appointment  of  a  commitlM, 
what  that  committee  craU  do?  Is  any  man 
wkUn  this  Howe,  said  he,  peesessed  of  the  aeces- 
try  iafomation  to  enaUe  him  to  say  when  we 
sboald  adjourn?  Oor  adjoarnment  depends  on 
eonliagent  eircamstances;  for  my  own  part  I 
vnh  to  know  how  things  are;  and  till  I  4o.  I 
•em  shall  consent  that  the  molotion  shall  be 
adopted.  If  we  do  adjourn  in  the  sitaatioa  in 
which  we  BOW  aie,  we  caoaot  Moosnt  to  our 
coBttitoeDts  for  our  conduct.  If  a  committee  be 
appointed,  except  tbey  procare  information,  they 
can  do  nothing;  and  1  think  gentlemen  concerned 
in  diplomatic  business  will  not  disclose  its  pro- 
gress till  something  with  certainty  be  known. 

Ur.  RowAM  wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he 
was  anxious  to  adjourn  and  depart  hence,  bat 
he  did  not  wish  that  the  idea  should  go  abroad, 
that  tbey  thought  of  adioornment  till  measures 
asnnned  one  shape  or  other.  Business  belonging 
toeariaterior  regulations  they  were  all  acquainted 
with,  and  could  act  upon  without  further  infor- 
natioB.  Tbey  bad  met  here  for  a  specific  pur- 
pOM,  and  till  the  negotiation  should  terminate 
OBC  way  or  the  other  he  did  not  wish  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Dawbom  was  -sorry  thai  his  object  in  of- 
fcriag  the  resolution  waa  so  little  understood. 
Far,  Ttry  far  waa  it  iirom  him  to  wish  Coogreas  to 
adjoera  till  they  had  done  that  business  which 
ihs  pabtie  inienst  demanded  and  their  duty  re- 
paired. Thb  was  do(  bts  inteotioo;  It  was  io 
Mder  10  bring  tliese  matters  before  the  Hoose 
that  he  now  Mfered  the  lesolntion.   It  was  pain- 
fal  10  hka  to  repeat  that  Congress  had  been  in 
MMoa  between  foar  and  five  months,  during 
which  time  they  had  been  discussing  mere  pro- 
jects, mnorals  of  the  seat  of  Government,  and 
matters  of  a  local  and  personal  nature.   It  was 
BOW  time  that  thay'akould  proceed  to  the  adop- 
tkn  of  those  meanres  which  the  protection  of 
the  eoontry  required.   He  b^ged  the  House  to 
tt«  their  eyes  for  a  moment  to  the.  occurrences 
«  dtt  other  aide  of  the  water.  Look  at  Copen- 
^HojotnuaotlndcBrccaof  the  Brttiah  Qov- 
*UMBt,  apad  die  more'iccevt  one  of  the  Freoeh 
OMVameat;  sod  lodi  at  the  hostile  meastiies  in 
thetenitories  adjoioiDg.  It  is  time  that  the  pub* 
lie  attmiion  shonld  be  called  to  pubUe  measures. 
Tbert  were  seTeral  bills  for  that  purpose  before 
>Im  Hone.  It  was  hi»  wish  to  brmg  thete  mt- 
Mrs  forward,  aad  not  lo  waste  the  time  of  the 
HsMKfiBrdftysj  weekly  >iul**«^'"r  ^ 


personal  matters.  It  was  in  order  to  Mtesd  <o 
the  state  of  the  nation  and  to  inquire  what  waa 
neoesaary  to  be  dose  that  Ihu  resolution  was  pro- 
posed, and  not  from  a  wish  lo  adjoarn  before  the 
Honae  had  aceomplkhed  the  purpose  fot  whioh 
they  had  met. 

Ait&t  some  further  diseasriott,  a  notion  baving 
been  made  by  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  wilhoot 
effect,  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  resolution  and  negativedj  55  to  50. 

After  refttsing  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the '  bill  concerning  eontracta,  the 
House  adjourned — yeas  64. 

Wbdnesoat,  February  24. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hou^ 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  appoint- 
ing a  committee,  jointly,  with  a  committee  to  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatires.  to  hare  the  direction  of  the  money  apprfr- 
prialed  to  porchaae  books  idr  the  use  of  dougres^ 
pufsvant  to  the  "Act  making  ■  ftnther  appro* 
priatioa  fur  the  support  of  a  Library,"  passed  on 
the  tweaty-first  of  Febttmry,  oae  thousand  eight 
handred  and  six. 

On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  ibe'foliowiog  resolution-: 

Retohed,  That  the  Poftmuter  General  be  requested 
to  state  to  (his  Hoose  whether  or  not,  in  his  opinion^ 
the  public  good  and  geoer&I  conTenienee  will  be  |w6- 
moted  by  ciiAnging  the  present  poet  reate,  so  as  ^ 
paaa  through  the  town  of  Ocooquan,  instead  of  Colohall 
ter,  and  that  he  detail  his  reasons  for  soch  opinion : 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution :  Whereopon,  a  nkotion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Dawson,  and  seconded,  to  amend  the8ametorca4 

as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  die  Postmaster  General  be  reqneated 
to  state  to  this  Hoose  whether  or  not,  in  bis  opinioa^ 
the  public  good  and  general  convenience  wiU  be  pro- 
moted by  changing  the  present  post  ronte,  so  as  to  paaa 
throagh  the  town  of  Occoqoan  instead  of  Colciiesteri 
and  that  he  detail  hia  reasons  for  such  opinion ;  aiul 
whether  the  mails,  daring  Uie  laat  year,  have  been  car- 
ried firom  Alexandria  to  FrederidEaburgi  according  totte 
exietii^  laws  and  oontraot. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  agrtfe 
to  the  proposed  resolution,  as  so  amended,  it  was 
resolveid  in  the  affinnative. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  per- 
mit John  and  Samuel  Gardner  Derby,  and  Johja 
Prince,  junior,  to  despatch  a  vessel  to  Sierra  Leone, 
on  the  coast  of  Africa ;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hotue 
to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  attending  the  terms  of  oredit 
on  revenua  bonds,  in  certain  oaaes,  aad  for  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time  anid  passed. 

An  engvossed  bill  making  approwtationafer  the 
svpfHwi  of  the  Military  Batablishment  of  the 
Uoited  Slates,  for  the  year  one  thookand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  FmDLn,  from  the  Committee  of  Electioni, 
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to  whotD  was  referred,  on  the  tweniy-tbird  io- 
stant.  a  certificate  from  the  Goreroor  of  North 
Caroiioa,  of  the  election  and  return  of  John  Cat- 
pepper,  to  serve  in  this  House  as  one  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  said  State,  made  a  report  thereupoo, 
as  follows : 

"  Tour  committee  haTing  examitxed  the  cradentiaU 
of  John  Cuipen>er,  returned  as  a  BepreeentatiTe  from 
the  BSTenth  district  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to 
supply  the  Tacanqy  occasioned  hj  the  former  election 
4if  that  district  having  been  rqected,  report: 

"That  the  said  John  Culpepper  is  entitled  to  bis 
•eat  in  this  House." 

Ordered,  That  the  said  report  do  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  the  bill  sup- 
plementary  to  the  embargo  law,  which  had  been, 
on  Monday,  recommitted  to  them,  with  some 
amendments. — Read,  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  Shilib  aaid,  he  had  obeerred,  with  pain, 
that  several  times  the  order  of  the  House  bad 
been  violated.  To  prevent  this  in  future,  he  pro- 
posed a  resolntibn  to  amend  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House,  which  he  wished  might  lie  oa  the 
table  until  to  morrow.  The  substance  of  the 
leeolution  it,  that  if  any  member  speaking  shall 
violate  order  and  decorum,  he  may  be  called  to 
order  by  the  Spbakbb,  or  by  a  member;  the  ob- 
jectionable words  shall  be  repeated  by  the  person 
calliog  to  order,  and  taken  down  by  the  Clerk. 
The  member  who  has  spoken  may  apologize,  ex- 
.  plain,  or  retract;  if  be  declines,  be  may,  if  requi- 
site, be  subjected  to  the  censure  of  the  House. 
Ordered  to  lie  ou  the  table. 

MARYLAND  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  FiNDLBY,from  the  Committee  of  Election», 
to  whom  was  recommitted,  on  the  twenty-second 
ultimo,  their  report  in  the  case  of  the  election  and 
return  of  Philip  6.  Key,  to  serve  in  this  House, 
as  one  of  the  Representa tires  for  the  State  of 
Maryland,  made  an  amendatory  report  thereupon  ; 
which  was  read,  aod  referred  to  a  Commiitee  of 
the  whole  House  on  Monday  next.  The  report 
Is  as  follows : 

"  The  report  of  the  oomaottee,  made  at  a  subseqent 
day,  to  the  accuracy  of  which  Mr.  Key  assented,  was 
to  this  efiect :  That,  subsequent  to  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  the  said  Phihp  B.  Key  joined  the  fifitish 
army,  and,  in  the  year  1778,  held  a  commisHOn  in  a 
provincial  regiment  thereof;  and  that,  at  the  sorrender 
of  Pensacola  to  the  Spaniards,  he  was  made  prisoner, 
and  sent  to  the  Havana,  whence  he  went  to  England 
on  parole,  and  was  never  exchanged  until  the  peace  of 
1783.  When  the  peace  took  place,  his  corps  was  dis- 
baoded  without  rank,  and  the  officers  placed  on  half 
pay.  In  1786,  he  returned  to  Maryland,  being  entitled 
toArawhishailfpay.  In  1790, he wttled  m  Annapolis; 
and,  in-17M,  b«  was  rteoted  to  fhe  General  Assembly 
1^  Manrland,  in  which  he  so-red  tor  Uiat,  and  sever^ 
juooee^ug  yean ;  that,  previous  to  his  first  election  in 
17M,  he  sold  his  half  pay  to  General  Forrest,  his 
brother-in-law,  who  drew  the  same  till  the  period  of 
bis  bankruptcy  in  1803,  when,  being  greatly  indebted 
to  Mr.  Key,  he  r« transferred  thk  half  pay  in  satis&Ection 
^tofKoef  tbedebt.  Feelings  of  fi»ndship,hoitevw» 


to  (General  F<Hiest  aqd  his  fiunil^  "wbo  were  in  a  d» 
titute  condition,  induced  Mr.  Ke^  to  permit  him  te 
draw  the  half  pay  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  btp- 
penrd  in  July,  1605.  The  six  months*  half  pay,  eao- 
mg  in  December,  1805,  was  received  by  Mr.  Key,  being 
the  last  that  he  has  received. 

"  In  Januar;r>  ^806,  Mr.  Key  wrote  to  his  agent  ia 
London,  directing  him  to  call  at  the  proper  office,  uii, 
in  his  name,  to  resign  all  bis  pretensions  to  half  pny, 
and  to  rank  in  the  British  anny,  if  any  were  sapposed 
to  remain  to  him  ;  and,  in  October,  1607,  he  made  a 
similar  and  forma)  resignation,  by  a  letter  addressed  le 
bis  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington.  It  did  not  ap- 
pear that  Mr.  Key  bad  ever  taken  the  oath  of  sllegiaiKa 
to  die  King  of  Great  BiiUin,  but  that  he  had  taken 
the  oaths  required  by  the  laws  of  Maryland  of  petsoiii 
in  the  pohlie  eerviee  of  that  State. 

"  In  the  ■cmolaaion.  of  tbtb  report,  the  floawiittis 
declare  themselves  to  be  of  tiu  <<^>inion  that  netUnff 
in  the  evidence  laid  before  them,  so  far  as  rewects  lbs 
SQggestioD  of  Mr.  Key  being  a  pensioner,  or  half  pay 
officer  of  the  .King  of  Great  Britain,  authorizes  them  to 
alter  the  opinion,  or  the  resolnlion  submitted  withtbeir 
former  iqwrt.* " 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITtmON. 

Mr.  Whit£hill  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  requesting  their 
members  in  Congress  to  use  their  endeavors  to 
procure  an  amenament  to  the  Coostitution  of  me 
United  States.  «o  that  the  Judces  of  the  Cutcd 
StatM  should  hold  their  offices  lor  B  term  of  yean, 
and  be  liable  to  removal  by  the  President,  oa  the 
joint  address  of  a  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Cm- 
gress;  and  that,  oq  trials  by  impeachment,  a  mir 
jorit^  of  the  Senate  should  be  competent  to  eoo- 
victwn. 

Mr.  Babd  moved  to  refer  the  ten^utionB  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  Dama  opposed  the  motion.  The  resolo- 
tioos  were  only  mstructious  to  the  Peonsylvasit 
detegatioD.  This  House  had  nothing  to  do  with 

them. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  conceived -it  highly  improper 
for  the  House  to  take  any  order  relative  to  die 
resolutions.  They  are  lotandedonly  for  themes* 
hers  ftom  Pennsylvania. ' 

Mr.  MiuiOR  did  not  consider  the  resolutions  u 
even  iasiructions  to  the  members  from  that  Sute. 
They  .had  not  been  pabsed  iu  legal  form.  The 
Coostitution  of  PenDaylvaoia  re^oirea  theaigaa> 
ture  of  the  Governor  to  every  joiat  resolution  of 
(be  two  bnoches  of  the  Legiautun  That  hid 
not  been  obtained.  He  proteated  agunt  these 
resolutions;  they  cannot  be  considered  as  ibeaet 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Lcgislatvre. 

Mr.  SjiiLiB  said  th«  resolutioBS,  if  not  pasted 
in  legal  form,  were,  in  snbetnnce,  the  same.  The 
true  reason  why  the^  were  not  presented  to  the 
Governor  was,  that  it  vras  well  Voown  by  both 
Houses  that  he  would  never  sign  them. 

Mr  .Wbitshill  withdrew  bis  motion. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  immediately  renewed  it.  The 
resolutions  expressed  the  sense  of  Penneyivaaie, 
and  were  entitled  to  the  attention  of  this  Hoose. 
He  thought  the  flection  Of  his  ooUeague  <M& 
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Uium)nrir«l»iud.  Tbwe  are  aet  joint  retpln- 
doai  tei  are  intended  to  acpren  the  leow  of  the 
two  Houses  of  the  Aasembbr* 

JUdte  instaoce  Qf  Mr.  Ebllt,  the  tesoIutioDs 
fCR  unio  read. 

MrKiLLT  supported  the  objections  taken  by 
Mr.  MiLKOB.  He  thought,  from  the  wordiDg  of 
the  resoluiioDs,  that  they  were  intended  as  a  joint 
Kt,  ind  required  the  signature  of  the  Qo?eraor. 
TiMTe  was  do  propriety  in  committinc  them,  or  in 
ereo  Uyiag  them  on  the  ubie. 
Mr.  Habioh  thooght  the  oaW  difliareoee  in  the 

Jutare  of  the  Grorernor,  wotud  be  the  influence 
bit  opinion.   Tbat'circamstnnce  would  hare 
aecraat  weight  with  him. 

Mr.BuKER,tbooght  a  little  reflection  would 
Aom  that  the  UDiMelud  notluog  to  do  with  these 
icwIaiioBK  They  miffht  aa  well  commit  a  letter, 
which  a  nember  shoatd  receive  from  a  friend,  in 
rdsiioD  to  the  same  suhjeot. 

At  the-  instance  of  Mr.  GoLiMBOROiran,  of 
UityltDd,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  agreed  to  be 
uken. 

UkUiLMoa,  in  retdy,  eQf(»ced,at  some  length, 
and  with  eoosiderable  spirit,  the  ol^eciioni  to  a 
CMuaitment  of  the  resolutions.  . 

Mr.  Holland  said  the  resolutions  had  substance, 
aodtlite  Hoose  oogbt  not  to  stand  and  cavil  about 
form 

Ur.  Macon  would  refer  the  resolutions,  if 
they  had  come  from  one  braoch  of  the  Legisla- 
tatc  only.  He  would  be  williDg  to  refer  them,  if 
ikn  bad  come  even  from  a  town  meeting. 

Mr.  Ebllt  said,  if  the  resolutions  had  been  ad- 
drened  to  Congress,  he  would  treat  them  with  as 
BBoeh  respect  as  any  gentleman.  They  are  now 
«ly  an  ezprcasum  of  the  sense,  of  a  ntirober  of 
iBdividDaU  addreaaed  to  eertain  other  indiTidaala. 

Ml.  CkiLDSBOBOoeH  replied  the  idea,  that  the 
I'^lislature  of  any  State  had  a  right  to  control  or 
iawniee  the  deUberations  of  Congress ;  hut  he 
did  aoi  regard  these  resofaitioos  as  a  legislatire 
act  Besides,  if  the  whole  troth  were  known,  it 
wooU  appear  that  one  bmnch  of  the  Legislature 
had,  on  a  former  day  and  in  a  fallev  HtHite,  nega- 
lired  exactly  the  like  resoln^na.  Mr.  G.|^Tea 
short  history  of  the  subjeat. 

Mi.<tnuiCT  read  an  extract  from  the  Journal 
of  the  PeonsyWaiHa  L^islature,  to  abow  that 
these  resolaliona  werespecifieaily  addnased  to  the 
Coagicn  of  the  United  States. 

Uesm.UpBui  and  GoLMwosonaB  ttndezstood 
the  ioanal  differeatlv  from  Mr.  Qainot.' 

Mr.  LroB  said,  the  Peansylvania  members 
>U|ht  pot  tbcs*  rcsolotiona  in  their  pockets,  and 
mi  them  when  they  pleased.  The  House  had 
*^^'H  to  do  with  them.  ■  If  a  copy  was  sent  to 
we  flmuB,  it  was,  that  we  might  watch  the 
rcaai|lTaaia  members,  and  see  if  thejr  obeyed 
ueirianraetions.  Beudea^  these  reaolvuona  were 
*'"'P'cd  by  an  accidental  majority,  nnd  would 
ha?e  BO  freat  weight. 

ICr.  Tallmasob  iaqutred,  if  the  Spbacbb  had 
Reared  aay  eopjr  of  these  resolutions,  accordiag 
to  the  Jooraal  of  the  FennsylTanta  L^slatnre. 
ne  Spiakie  icfUed  im  che  aagaiiTe.  Mr.  T. 
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then  aaid,  he  preaamed  thert  most  be  some  mot 
in  the  Journal,  through  the  mistake  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  referred  to  the  memorial  of  Mas- 
saebnsetts  on  the  Yazoo  claim.  It  was  presented 
by  a  member,  and  committed.  He  also  refen-ed 
to  resolutioDsof  the  Legislatures  ofNorth  Caroli- 
na and  Kentucky,  whicb  had  been  presented  by 
members  of  the  House,  and  committed.  Has 
Peonsylrania  doue  anytbiog,  that  she  should  not 
be  treated  with  as  much  respect  as  other  States; 
that  she  should  be  put  to  the  tmn  of  the  Empire  ? 

The  commitment  of  the  resolutions  was  farther 
supported  hy  Messrs.  Shilii,  Sodthabd,  and 
Findlbt;  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Ddbell,  Ebl- 
lt, Goldsbobooob,  Milhor.  Cook,  and  Willis 

ALBTail. 

After  a  debate  of  aboal  two  hoars,  the  qnestion 
wastakeit  and  carried— -yeas  8^  nays  as  fcd- 
lows : 

Yba»— Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Espial 
Bacon,  Derid  Bard,  Bnrw^  BasMtt.  Wm.  W.  Bibb. 
Williwn  BluUedge,  John  Bhfce,  jon.,  Thomas  Blonnt, 
Robert  Brown,  William  .A.  Borwell,  William  Bntln, 
Joseph  Calhoan,  George  W.  CampbsU,  Joseph  Gltj, 
Mat^ew  Clsy,  Geo^e  Clinton,  jiinr.,  John  Cloptoo. 
Howell  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  Richard  Cutis,  Samuel 
W.  Dsn^  John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deane,  CUiiel  M. 
Dorsll,  James  EUiot,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Meshadc  Franklin,  Francla  Gardner,  Jamas  M*  Gai» 
nett,.  Peterson  (Soodwyn,  baiah  L.  Green,  WilUam 
Hoge,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Reuben  Hum- 
pbrejB,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Wm.  Kirkpatrick,  Nehemiah 
Knight,  Jotin  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Daniel  Mont- 
gomery, iun.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Mocwe,  John  Morrow,  l^omas  Newton,  Wfl- 
son  C.  NMiiriaB,  John  Pog^  John  Roa  of  Pennon- 
nia*  Mm  Itteairf'ToanaaMe,  Jaoob  Rfcbazds,  Samnel 
Siker,  Jehu  RnssaUt  Ebenoaer  Searer,  James  Sbmn, 
Domis  Smek,  John  Smilie,  Jedediab  K-  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  8oathard,Sidurd  Stan- 
ford, Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  Soim  Taylor,  Jdm 
Thompaon,  Abraiq  Trigg,  Crsorge  M.  Troap,  James  I. 
Van  Allen,  Daniel  C.  Verplancfc,  Jesse  Wharton,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  David  R.  Winiams,  Marmaduke  Wil- 
liams, Alazaodar  Wilaon,  Ridiatd  Winn,  and  James 
WithereU. 

Nats — WilUs.  Alston,  jun.,  Jnaeph  Barker,  John 
Campbell,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  Martin  Chitteu' 
den.  Orchard  Cook,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  El^, 
Barent  Gardenier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  John  Hanu, 
John  Heister,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Ly- 
on, William  Milnor,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Matthias 
Richards,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Ssmuet  Tsggart,  Benja- 
min Tslbnadge,  Jabez  Upham,  Nlcludaa  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Tan  Horn,  and  KiUian  K.  Van  Ronaselaer. 

NAVAL  MONUMENT. 
The  House  then  went  into  Committee  on  the 
bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  the  monument  imported 
from  Italy,Bnd  intended  tocommemoraie  the  offi- 
cers and  men  who  fell  in  the  attack  on  Tripoli^ 
io  the  year  1604 ;  Mr.  Miufoa'a  motioh  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  appropriating  a  sum  to  defray  the  ex* 
penses  of  erecting  the  monument,  and  guardiiw 
It  hj  iBitable  rauiag,  being  sttll  onder  oonsia- 
watioB, 
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A  looe  debate  arose.  The  amendment  was 
rapported  by  Messrs.  Milnob,  Rowan,  Nicbo- 
LAB,  Van  Dyke.  Cook,  Lyon,  and  Fikdley  ; 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Macon,  Smilie,  Stan- 
POBD,  and  D.  R.  Williams.  The  ameDdment 
was  at  length  oegatired— ayes  42,  noes  50 :  'when 
the  Comniittee  rose,  and  reported  the  bul  with- 
out amendmmt. 

Mr.  MiLHOR  said  he  sboald  renew  his  amend- 
ment, and  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

It  Deioff  nearlr  fire  o'clock,  the  House  tmme- 
Stately  adjotirned. 

Tbobbdat,  February  25, 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  Virginia,  John 
Q.  Jackson,  appeared,  prodaeed  bis  credentials,, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  Honse. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate,  of  the  twenty-fourth  iostaat,  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  to  have  the  apirfieation  of  the  mcmey  ap- 
propriated by  the  Aet  making  a  ftarther  appro- 
priation for  the  support  of  a  Lrorary,"  passed  the 
twenty-first  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six.  Whereupon, 

Rndved.  That  this  House  do  agree  to  the  said 
resolution  of  the  Senate;  and  that  Messrs.  Dana, 
Joseph  Clay,  and  W.  C.  Nicholas,  be  appointed 
of  the  said  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House 

A  message  froia  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Weld  and  Samuel 
Beebae,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  ihe  bill 
for  remitting  the  duties  payable  on  the  monument, 
dtc.;  and  Mr.  Milnor  baring  withdrawn  the 
amendment  which  he  yesteiday  ofiered,  Mr.  Oard- 
MSB  atoTed  that  the  bill  be  reeoumitted.— Nega- 
tired. 

The  ImU  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

PURCHASE  OF  ARMS. 
Tbf  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  for  procuring  an  additional  number  of 
arms.   The  bill  provides  as  follows: 

"  That  a  sum  of  money,  not  exceeding  thou- 
sand dollars,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated, 
oat  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treaiury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. Sat  the  purpose  of  procuring,  by  purohasa, 
or  causing  to  be  maau&ctnnd  within  the  United 
Btataa,  and  mider  the  direction  of  Qu  Prerident  of  the 
United  Stales,  an  additional  number  of  stands  of  anna, 
to  be  depouted  in  safe  and  suitatde  places.** 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  blanks  be  filled 
with  «i«130,000." 

Mr.  BoRWBLL  announced  his  intention  to  move 
another  section  appropriating  9200,000"  for  the 
purchase  of  arms  from  Europe,  if  opportunity 
should  offer. 

Mr.  DawaoK  then  moved  to  insert  *' $300,000" 
in  this  blank;  and  it  was  so  filled— ayes  61. 

Mr.  CiciNeY  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill  by  strik- 
ing oBt  "oaoting  to  be  manufactured  within  the 
United  States,"  and  insert,  "eoairaeting  for  thoir, 
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manufacture  within  the  United  States, or csnsin; 
to  be  manufactured  at  the  present  manufacioriei 
for  the  United  Stales." 

^The  reasons  urged  for  this  motion  were,  tbit 
this  bill  now  authorized  the  purehan,  by  theUbi- 
ted  States,  of  private  manufaetoriea,  whieh  ms 
not  expedtenl,  as  the  extension  of  the  preKBt 
manafaetories  of  tbe  United  States  would  bebotk 
cheaper  and  produce  better  arms.  Tbe  reaMBs 
nrg:ed  against  it  were,  that  it  was  proper  to  l«are 
a  discretion  in  this  respect  with  toe  Ezeeotire, 
and  that  it  was  essentially  necessary  to  allow  the 
establishment  of  a  mannfactory  on  the  other  side 
of  Ihe  mountains,  whieh  might  be  preeladed  by 
the  amendment.] 

The  amendment  was  carried— 46  to  44.  Tbe 
Commiiiee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  n 
amended. 

The  sum  with  which  the  blank  was  filled  mn 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Uoiin:T,ud 
aneed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ms  nega- 
tived—21  to  49. 

Mr.  QtnMor,  as  the  o1:gection  of  Westera  geo- 
tlemen  to  this  amendment  seemed  to  proeed 
from  the  supposed  prohibition  by  it  of  tbe  ettt^ 
lishment  of  a  manufactory  beyoiM  tbe  moaatam^ 
proposed  the  following  proviso : 

Prrmidedt  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  con- 
strned  to  authorize  the  Praaident  of  the  United  Ststaa ' 
to  purdiase  any  exisUng  manufiutories  of  anu  vidua 
Uie  United  States. 

Negatived — i9  to 42 ;  when  the  bill  was  orducd 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

PUBUC  C0NTBACT8. 

The  Honse  went  into  Committee  «f  the  Whole 
on  the  bill  etmeeming  public  contracts.  ^ 

Mr.  BAancTT  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  objec- 
tions to  the  recommitment  of  the  bill.  Beingi* 
he  professed  himself,  a  real  advocate  of  the  pria* 
eipie,  he  wished  it  to  be  so  presented  totheireor 
sideration  as  to  attach  to  it  as  noaoy  fricadi  as 
possible,  and  that  it  might  go  forth  as  parfccttt 
they  could  make  iu  He.  therefore,  aneqoivoctUy 
consented  to  the  recommitment.  But,  ibat  gca* 
tlemrn  might  know  the  grounds  on  which  Ae 
bill  was  founded,  he  took  this  opfMrtwiiiy  to  fit 
an  explanation  of  th«n. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  said  he,  that  a  sob- 
ject  which  has  gone  tbrooch  tbe  House  without 
debate,  as  this  has,  shoola  need  ezplaaatioB.  1 
did  believe,  and  do  still  believe,  that  there  is» 
much  intrinaie  merit  in  tbe  bill  itself  as  to  cany 
cotiTietioo  to  Ab  minda  of  the  majority,  and  ihea 
weigh  down  all  wpoaition.  It  wonla  ceruii^ 
have  been  better  if  nooM  of  the  ot^eciwu  wImb 
are  now  made  had  been  made  while  the  tall  «v 
More  open  to  amendment.  Bnt  anch  as  hn* 
been  made,  I  will  now  endeavor  to  answer.  ^ 
certainly  was  never  BOfHioBed  by  the  friends  o( 
tbe  bill,  that,  bypassing  it,  we  sbovid  violate  tbe 
Cottstitotion.  What  says  the  Covatttuiion  at  to 
tbe  principle?  "No  Senator  or  Represeotatire 
'  shall,  durtnc  the  iima  for  whieb  he  was  eketed, 
'beappointeatonnreivii office tuder  tbealHha^ 
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'kf  if  Ike  United  States,  which  diall  hUve  been 
'cMMl,or  the  enolameats  whereof  shall  hare 
'knuGFeued  during  the  time  for  which  he  was 
'dMH4;  ud  no  person  holding  any  office  under 
'ifceUoited  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
'flsue  daring  his  continuaQce.in  office.**  This 
iM  ]ira?wioa  of  the  Constitution  seems  to  me 
k  tfok  ia  uswer  to  nuny  objections  to  this  bill ; 
Rraioty  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  those  who 
teiU  usunie  for  granted  that  we  are.  always 
iruiwotUir.  Our  consiitueots,  in  this  rule  of 
Mdoct,  (the  Constitution,)  have  told  us  that 
MpicioD  ua  virtue:  they  have  laid  it  down  as  a 
iubBieiiial  priociple,  that  the  purity  of  the  Rep- 
KstBiaiiie  body  is  most  desirable;  they  hare  in- 
tended v>  pot  out  of  view  everything  which  cou^ 
liNi  ov  selfish  feelings;  they  have  said  that 
aijrjBuwbo  might  be  liable  to  be  operated  on 
bf  fdwt  noliTes,  ahoold  not  have  a  vote  in  the 
iwemuilon  of  the  oatioa ;  that  social  motives 
m-iliall  be  ksown;  that  the  Reimentativcs 
■bU  be  setoated  only  by  those  ferltsgs  oommoQ 
isikeirtiolecommuaity.  This  in  the  most  lively 
itMmiaoqr  whole  Gorernment;  that  the  Rep- 
Mntuin  and  the  represented  sbatl  feel  one 
comma*  Kotiment;  that  each  shall  feel  the  acts 
of  ik  uior.  Why  does  the  Constitution  pro- 
iiiMt  public  officer  from  holding  a  seati  Be- 
<uca  pablic  <^cer  has  an  individual  interest  in 
pablie  Mtsues  not  connected  with  the  common 
fooi  For  instance,  the  public  good  requires  of 
tbe  public  officers  the  most  zea^us  attention  to 
ibeeuuiioo  of  the  laws.  What  says  a  person 
■ikag omissioo  in  his  duty?  ladul^ence  and 
ptifioiioa.  Is  not  here  a  dissimilanty  of  feel- 
apl  The  interest  of  the  individual  would  pre- 
nu,  ud  the  rights  of  the  community  would  suf- 
H.ud  tbcr«foce  they  sbpuld  sot  be  pnt  in  com- 
(■titua  Has  not  a  contractor  the  v«ry  same  bias 
•>«  piUie  officer?  Is  it  not  the  ioteresi  of  the 
pablisibat  eontracts  should  be  made  as  cheaply 
•>paMble,and  of  the  contractor,  that  they  should 
beudcaii  b  not  here  a  distinction  of  interest, 
it  it  not  correct  that  a  person  who  receives 
tbepiiUic  money  in  a  contract  ought  oot  to  have 
t TCte  ta  authorizing, that  contract  ?  Is  it  not  one 
*>  tlM  |Rat  advaauges  secured  to.  the  people  by 
w  Gonrnment  that  their  RepresentaUves  shall 
*Ppn>||naie  their  money  to  the  people's  good  ?  Is 
jttbtisierest  of  the  contractor  to  apply  this  scale 
*rmicetnd  impdrtiatiiy?  Certainly  not.  He 
|MiifiiiciutD4s  ID  a  different  relation  to  the  peo- 
petbai  other  citizens,  and  comes  within  the  rule 
"ihiCeastitation. 

^"k  the  eneption  of  one  gentleman,  (Mr. 
ftmut,)  all  who  have  spoken  on  this  sabject 

riaittted  fbe  principle  to  be  correct.  The 
^^|fation  ha«  declared  k  se  j  the  officers  of  our 
^*vnent  have  evinced  their  .conviction  of  it 

wfaal  to  make  contracts  with  members. 
*^^iid)e  necessity  for  this  law,  a  gentleman 
*™^ud,  at  the  same  time,  answers  that  we 
weso contractors  here.  This  is  evidence  of  the 
IM>ii^  ef  passing  this  bill.  Our  officers  have 
'^u  inwoper,  and  have  decliiwd  making  con- 
Bwiavith  member*.  We,  ia  common  with  then, 


have  felt  its  impropriety,  and  thus  no  contracts 
have  been  made.  What  argument  on  earth  can 
confirm  us  more  in  the  principle  than  looking  each 
way,  and  seeing  that  everyiliiag  wise  and  virtu- 
ous recommends  its  adoption?  This  argument, 
that  we  are  as  yet  pure,  is  the  strongest  recom- 
mendatioo  of  this  preventive  measure  that  can  be 
conceived,  instead  of  an  objection. 

The  bill  would  appear  to  me  to  be  equally  coneot 
and  effectual,  if  some  words  which  have  been  ob- 
jected to  were  omitted,  and  ^ich  go  to  a  removal 
from  office,  and  disqualification  to  office,  for  mak- 
ing a  contract  with  a  member  of  Congress.  Bat 
these  words  are  not  subject  to  exception,  and  the 
provision  they  contain  is  not  withbut  the  Consti- 
tutional power  of  this  House.  The  Constitution, 
of  impeachment,  says: "  The  Senateshall 


have  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeachments," 
d^.  "Judgment  in  eases  of  impeachment  shall 
'  not  extend  farther  than  to  removal  from  offioe 
'  and  disqualification  to  hold  and  eojo^  any  offioe 
'  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under  the  Uaiied  States," 
dbc  Is  not  here  the  principle  recorded.  Who 
is  to  ascertain  th^  effect  ofa  judgment?  Is  it 
oot  one  of  the  general  powers  incident  to  Coa- 
gtesK?  The  Constitution  has  enacted  that  dis- 
qualification shall  follow  impeachment?  Who 
shall  attach  it?  The  Executive?  No.  Shall 
the  Judiciary  ?  At  this  moment  I  need  not  make 
a  protest  against  increasing  judicial  power.  Itia 
pretty  welt  understood  in  this  House,  and  in  the 
nation,  ib&t  the  judiciary  officers  are  disposed  to 
take  sufficient  power  upon  themselves.  Thero- 
fore  I  would  oot  agree  that  the  jiidiciary  depart- 
ment shall  have  authority  to  say  to  what  extent 
judgment  in  cases  of  impeachneol  shall  go.  If 
we  profess  to  maintain  a  Qorarnnwnt  of  Jaw^  it 
is  one  essential  part  of  law  to  fix  the  extoat  of 
puni«hment,attd  gentlemen  moat  see  thatitisontt 
of  the  strongest  and  most  certainly  iDoideat^ 
powers  in  legislation  to  say  what  ptmiahmeoS 
shall  be.  and  to  what  extent  it  shall  go. 

The  bill  say;,  that  "  an  officer  mabing  a  eon- 
'  tract  with  a  member  of  Congress  shall  be  deemed 
'  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor;  ^all 
'  be  removed  from  office  and  disqualified."  If  I 
were  to  slop  short  of  this,  what  would  induce  me? 
The  belief  that  having  declared  it  was  wrong, 
the  officers  of  Government  would  carefully  avoid 
it.  A  bare  declaration  might,  fot  several  years  to 
come,  produce  the  desired  effect;  but  I  wish  to 
legislate  for  times  to  come,  on  the  principle  <^ 
the  unfortunate  disposition  of  human  nature  to 
deterioration.  It  is  to  provide  against  future  oaa- 
oalty  thai  we  ace  called  upon  by  this  bill:  and  to 
meet  that  object,  I  am  wining  to  say,  and  I  hope 
the  House  will  ako,  that  if  aay  oflRor  shall  no- 
late  that  plain  rule  which  you  will  ky  down,  that 
he  shall  be  removed  from  office,  and  incapable  of 
agaiu  holding  office  under  the  United  States. 

In  answer  to  the  case  pot  by  the  gentlemaa 
from  North  Carolina,  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  I  can  satisfy  the  gentlemaa  at  once. 
If  the  President  makes  a  contract,  the  gentlemaa 
asks  shall  he  be  removed  from  office?  It  may  be 
doubted . whether  the  Piesideator  ViceJProitdeat 
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are  considered  as  *' officers,"  ia  that  poiDt  of  view. 
"  The  President,  Vice  President,  and  all  ciril  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States,"  says  the  Constitution, 
"shall  be  remored  from  office  on  impeachment 
for,  or  couTictioD  of  treaioo.  bribenr,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  tnisdemeauon."  If  the  FrMident  of 
the  Uoited  States  choose  to  infringe  one  of  the 
standing  laws  of  the  country,  ought  he  not  to  be 
puoishS  1  Has  not  the  Constitution  nrorided, 
that,  if  guilty,  he  shall  be  punished?  Shall  we 
make  it  a  question  that,  if  the  President  do  wrong, 
he  ought  to  be  punished?  This  is  an  hypotheti- 
cal case,  and  may  be  aubwered  by  saying,  that  we 
would  punish  everybody  guilty  of  the  offence. 
We  have  no  right  to  remove  them  from  office  by 
law;  the  law  does  not  remove,  but  recites  that  it 
shall  be  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor.  To 
whom  is  given  the  power  of  declaring;  what  shall 
be  a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor?  Unquestion- 
ably to  the  Legislature.  Look  over  the  powers 
of  the  Legislature,  and  you  will  find  that  tbeir's 
is  the  power  to  make  att  laws  to  secure  the  nation 
^inst  the  failing  incidental  to  human  nature. 
Need  I  repeat  agaiu  to  gentlemen  who  possess  any 
political  thought  at  all,  that  it  ts  in  the  legislative 
department  that  is  vested  the  power  of  aefiaing 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors?  Was  there  ever 
a  Government  in  which  any  other  department 
than  the  legislative  has  prescribed  these  rules? 
If  we  want  itlustratioa  of  this  power  id  the  Legis- 
lature, we  need  but  look  into  the  code  of  laws. 
We  find  one  instance  afibrding  a  double  illustra- 
lioD.  The  Secretary  the  Treasury  ts  pro- 
scribed from  carrying  on  commerce.  Is  not  this 
a  case  in  point  ?  Does  it  not  show  that  the  Legis- 
lature has  practised  upon  the  principle  of  pre- 
scribing what  shall  be  the  duty  of  an  ufficer  of 
GovernmeDi,  and  that,  if  he  does  not  abide  by  it, 
he  shall  be  removed  T  I  have  -been  (old  of  an- 
other iDstance:  in  case  a  captain  of  a  ship  shall 
make  a  false  return,  he  shall  oe  deemed  ever  a^er 
incompetent  to  bold  any  office  under  the  United 
States.  I  will  recite,  because  examples  are  forci- 
ble, the  practice  of  the  UDited  States  in  another 
iastance:  in  case  of  persons  having  uDdertakeo 
enterprises  against  a  foreign  Qovemment,  the  act 
of  Congress  oas  declared  it  to  be  a  high  crime. 
Would  not  a  man  say,  on  resiAme  this,  that  the 
person  guilty  should  be  removed  from  it,  if  hold- 
ing an  office  under  the  United  States?  Would 
any  man  doobt  if  one  of  your  officers  were  tried 
in  a  court  and  found  guilty  of  this  crime,  that  he 
could  not  also  be  impeached  and  removed,  be- 
cause the  Constitution  has  expressly  said  that,  for 
the  crimes  of  treason  and  bribery,  they  shall  be 
nmovable? 

Being  aoxiona  for  the  passage  of  this  lull,  I  aod 
others,  coadjutors  with  me,  were  aaxioas  to  lake 
fttm  it  alt  objection ;  aod  our  rery  caution  in  this 
respect  is  brought  npagaiusrus.  It  is  made  an 
objection,  that  we  have  excepted  contracts  imme- 
diately executed.  I  am  one  who  would  go  the 
full  length.  But  when  I  act  in  concert  with  oth- 
ers, I  do  not  wish  my  own  opinion  to  be  the  guide, 
but  feel  disposed  lo  yield  to  the  wishes  of  the  ma- 
jority. With  this  view  the  proviso  was  inserted 
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to  free  the  bill  from  an  apparent  objection.  It 
might  have  been  objected  without  this,  that  if  an 
officer  of  Government  were  to  go  into  matitet  and 
buy  a  load  of  flour  or  wood,  upon  the  pressure 
the  occasion,  not  knowing  to  whmn  it  belonged, 
he  might  be  guilty  of  a  crime  by  tsontraetiag  with 
a  member  of  Coi^ress.  So  soon  as  the  faaimitt 
ia  made  it  is  earned  into  effect,  aod  all  kind  of 
influence  {verenied.  He  is  not  subject  to  be 
acted  on,  as  by  a  person  with  whom  be  has  made 
a  contract;  and  tho^  though  the  objection  of 
the  geotlemao  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Qjiiivct) 
was  ingenious,  I  cannot  admit  its  force.  I  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  that  gentleman,  or  nay  other, 
who  will  aid  us  with  such  phraseology  as  shall 
make  oor  meaning  more  clear. 

An  objection  has  been  made  to  the  clause  ex- 
cepting contracts  for  public  land.  There  also  was 
a  snbmission  of  my  opinion  to  that  of  othecs. 
The  public  lands  are  regulated  in  such  a  way  that 
there  need  not  be  that  objection  to  this  proTlso 
wl)ich  exists  in  the  minds  of  some  geotlemea. 
All  public  lands  when  put  up  to  public  8al&  or  if 
sdd  privately,  are  at  a  limited  price.  Bitnn^ 
oodet  the  General  Government,  there  has  beea 
no  such  thing  as  land  speculation  to  any  consid- 
erable amount ;  all  speeuIarioDs  have  arisen  oader 
the  State  govemmeota,  whose  land  systems  are 
different  from  that  of  the  Uoited  States.  Ishould 
have  DO  objection,  if  gentlemen  prefer  it.  even  to 
include  land;  aad  I'should  preiiume  that,noweTer 
tender  of  individual  rights,  there  could  not  be  any 
man  who  would  not  forego  the  probable  advan- 
tage which  be  might  hare  in  purchasing  a  few 
acres  of  laud,  or  any  little  advantage  which  be 
might  derive  from  other  contracts  of  any  sort,  !• 
secure  even  a  probable  good  to  his  eonotry. 

It  has  been  suted  by  a  member,  that  the  femia 
of  gentlemen  who  advocate  this  bill  are  met^ 
visionary.  If  he  had  extended  his  eyes  across  tM 
Victor,  and  taken  into  consideration  the  obsernh 
tionsof  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  (Mr,  Tkodp.) 
in  allusion  to  the  British  House  of^Commona^  lie 
would  not  hare  suffered  the  observation  to  escape 
him.  What,  sir,  shall  we  not  profit  by  examplel 
What  is  the  state  of  the  only  Government  in  Ba- 
rope  now  exhibiting  a  representative  body,  and 
what  has  brought  it  to  this  state?  It  has  been 
caused  by  their  participation  in  the  loares  aad 
fishes  of  the  Goverament.  Annuities,  sinecures, 
and  the  endless  variety  of  peculations  of  that 
kind,  hare  destroyed  its  iodependenee.  t  would 
refer  gentlemen  to  the  celebrated  speech  made  by 
Mr.  Fox  OD  the  subject  of  Parliamentary  reform^ 
and  leave  it  as  an  answer  to  those  who  suppose 
that  onr  fhars  on  this  subject  are  visionary. 

Mr.  Tbouf  supported  the  bill  genernlj^  sod 
Messrs.  Holland,  Sloan,  and  Khllt,  opposed  ic. 
In  the  eoufse  of  the  diseossion,  Mr.  Oook  made  ft 
motion  to  strike  oat  the  first  section  of  the  bill; 
which  was  negatived — 67  to  41. 

Mr.  QufifCT  moved  to  strike  out  the  prorim  at 
the  end  of  the  first  section,  excepting  from  the 
general  restriction  contracts,  in  which  immediate 
delivery  la  had  and  infmediate  payment  made^ 
Ac* 
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A  inU  debate  touk  od  this  motion,  in 
vUek  Uessn.  Rowan  and  Udinct  opposed  ibe 
bOI  gmnHf,  aod  Messr*.  J.  Cur,  Pisk,  aed 
BtHRT,  supported  it. 

Q>  noiion  or  Mr.  Blacklbdob,  the  Committee 
obuioed  leave  to  rit  again,  and  the  House 

Fbidat,  February  261 
Tke  Speaksb  kid  before  the  House  a  letter 
fom  the  AssisUat  Posmaster  Qeaeral,  eDclosing 
a  report  |H-ep«red  by  him,  io  the  absence  of  ifae 
PosuiMer  General,  pursuant  to  a  resolotioD  of 
ibnHoQwof  the tweDtjr-fourib  instant;  which 
Tere  retd,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Wbole  on  the  UU  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
pott  rotds. 

An  eosnissed  bill  for  procuring  ao  additional 
nmberor  arms  was  read  tbe  thiratimetand  pass- 
ed Tirhout  a  dirision. 

Ur.  BuBETT  baving  called  for  tbe  order  of  the 
diToa  the  bill  concerning  public  contracts, 

lir.  Nicholas  moved  that  the  business  be 
pMnooed  10  make  way  for  the  bill  amendatory 
ariKOBbufolaw. 

After  some  obeervation*  fnnD  Mr.  Babsstt, 
diehriw  that  if  the  ceotteman  persisted  in  his 
■oiioD  fie  shonld  eall  for  the  yeas  and  says  on 
themotioD, 

Hr.  NicBOLAS  withdrew  his  motion,  and  tbe 
Hoow  refused  to  Uke  up  tbe  contract  bill,  ayes  28. 

Ur.piRA  presented  the  petition  of  a  number 
of  (be  Inhtbitants  of  the  borough  of  Stoniogton, 
(Connecticut,)  stating  tbe  unprotected  situation 
01  ibe  port,  and  praying  that  its  defence  may  be 
prof ided  for.  This  memorial,  as  the  subject  of 
wrtificitioQ  has  been  already  considered,  was  or- 
■fnd  to  be  transmitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Mr.  NiwTow  said,  he  was  instructed  by  the 
CnuDittee  of  Comioef  ce  and  Manufactures  to  Mk 
K  be  disehaiged  froon  the  considerat  ioa  ef  tbe  ser- 
^iwtitions  of  joameymen  hatters,  prajrtDC  the 
pnbMKioB  of,  or  impost  on  inportaiton  of  Iwts, 
°^>MN  tbe  non-importation  aet  hnag  now  ia 
tbe  obieet  of  ibelr  prayer  is  fmr  aeeom- 
pIidwd.-Agreed  to. 

The  Hoose  proseeded  to  cosaJdcr  the  amend- 
proposed  by  the  Seoste  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"iJi  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Weld  and  Sam- 
wl  Beebee;"  snd  the  same  being  twice  read  at 
•«  Clerk's  table,  were,  upon  the  question  seve- 

put  thereupon,  agreed  to  by  the  HouFe. 
^^■WBdatory  bill  in  addition  to  the  act.  en- 
An  aet  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
^tttlayiog  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves- 
"*»  Ae  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States," 
*>imd  tbe  second  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie 

»>^uUe. 

TAZOO  CLAmS. 

9''**"  moved  a  resolotton  for  printing 
«  naeiadio;  aet  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the 
'tooo  pini.  His  reason  for  this  was,  this  act 
*"iUMd  a  condensed  view  of  mtcrial  Actsn- 


lativeto  that  snbjnetLand  after  looking  Buong^ 
tbe  docnments  in  the  House  he  eoald  not  find  iu 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  amend  tbe  resoluiion'b^ 
adding  "  also  a  copy  of  the  act  rescinded." 

Mr.  Stahfobd  tnoogbt  if  this  was  pnnted,  a 
doctiment  which  had  been  before  the  House,  stat- 
ing the  share  which  each  member  of  tbe  Legis- 
lature who  passed  it  received,  with  their  names, 
should  be  sdded  to  it. 

Mr.  Bacon  antiouQced  his  intention  of  moving 
the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioners. 

Some  desultory  conversation  took  place  on  the 
resolution,  in  the  course  of  which, 

Mr.  Tbodp,  in  remarking  upon  the  act  rescind- 
ed, said  that  no  such  act  existed;  it  had  been 
honorably  consigned  to  oblirioo.  Tbe  House 
had  it  not  in  their  power  to  draw  it  from  the 
grave.  Tbe  gentleman  might  produce  a  paper 
which  ke  might  eall  ao  act  of  Georgia,  bot  this 
House  could  not  order  it  to  be  printed  as  an  aet 
of  the  Siaie  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Stanpobd  moved  to  insert  tbe  word  au- 
thenticated" before  the  word  "copy." 

Mr.  Rbba,  at  the  suggestion  of  some  geotlemen. 
having  withdrawn  his  amendment, 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  an  amendment  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  into  this  resolution  tbe  articles 
of  cession  to  tbe  United  Slates,  and  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Slates  on  the 
Yazoo  claim. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  Bacon's  amend- 
ment having  been  agreed  to,  49  to  42, 

Mr.  GoLosBOBonau  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, by  adding  "and  all  other  documents  in  the 
possession  of  tbu  House  relative  to  the  Yazoo 
claim." 

After  some  observationa  on  the  subject  Mr. 
GoLDSBOBOOOH  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  O.  R.  Williams,  as  there  appeared  to  be 
some  differenee  of  opinion  on  the  suojeet,  and  to 
give  time  to  prepare  a  resolniion  to  meet  ihe- 
wisbes  of  all,  moved  a  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

After  some  further  observations,  Mr.  D.  R. 
Williams,  as  by  making  the  motion  time  had 
been  gained  to  prepare  a  resolution  that  would 
obviate  alt  objection,  withdrew  his  motion  ;  and, 
Mr.  Gabnett  wishing  to  withdraw  the  resolu- 
tion to  replace  it  by  another,  the  Speaker  de- 
clared that  a  motion  after  amendment  couid  not 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Mabtbbs  renewed  this  motion  for  postpone- 
ment.—Carried,  58  to  39. 

Mr.  Stedman  moved  that  when  the  House  &d-- 
journed,  it  adjourn  till  Monday — negatived,  49 
to  46. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY.  * 

The  ftillowing  Message  was  received  from  thft 
Pbbbidbht  op  tbe  United  States: 

7b  the  SemUe  Md  Hcmat  of 

B^ruenMivu  of  the  Onited  Statet.- 
Tbe  dangers  to  our  eoontry,  arising  ftoiB  A»  eon- 
teats  of  oUier  nations,  snd  tbe  nrgentrr  of  making  |>re> 
paraxon  for  whatever  events  might  afiect  oar  relaUons 
with  Ihsm,  have  been  intunaled  in  prsoedingMessagcr 
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to  CongrewL  To  secure  snndvM  by  preesntioiu, 
an  BUgmeBtatioQ  of  our  military  force,  »  well  r^^ular 
a*  of  vdunteer  militia,  seems  to  be  expedient.  The 
precise  extent  of  that  aogmentatioD  caooot  as  yet  be 
•atisfiwtorily  suggested ;  but,  that  no  time  may  be  lost, 
and  especially  at  a  season  deemed  bvorable  to  the  ob- 
ject, I  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  whether 
they  will  authorize  a  commencement  of  this  precaution- 
ary work,  by  a  present  proviiion  for  raising  and  organ- 
izing some  additional  forcfli  reaeniag  to  themselves  to 
decideits  ultimate  extent  onsudiideweof  our  Bitaatktn 
as  I  may  be  enabled  to  present  at  a  fiitare  day  of  the 
■esaion. 

If  an  increase  of  force  be  now  approved,  I  submit  to 
that  connderation  the  ontlines  of  a  plan,  prt^oaed  in 
the  endoeed  letter  from  the  Secretary  at  War. 

I  reoDmnwnd,  also,  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  Ae 
turn  at  which  the  aet  of  Agni  18,  18M,  oouoeniiiig 
a»  militia,  iriU  ex^re,  ud  the  effiwt  of  tliat  «xiniati(m. 

TH.  JEFF£R80N. 

PiBKVAmT  SS,  1808. 

War  Dzfaktiuht,  Feb.  34,  1808. 
To  a*  Pruident  of  the  UnUed  Siaiei.- 

Sis  :  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  whejber,  under 
existing  ciroametaooes,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  pro- 
pose to  Congreas  an  aogmentaition  of  our  regular 
tnN^M,  as  soon  as  practicaue ;  and  also  the  engaging 
Mid  organizing  of  twenty-ibor  thousand  volunteen,  on 
the  ptinciples  I  have  bad  the  honor  of  proposing  for 
your  consideratiao,  the  general  outlines  of  which  are 
contained  in  the  paper,  marked  No.  1. 

The  number  of  regular  troop*'  I  would  propose  being 
raised  immediately  is  bIx  thousand,  to  be  composed  of 
suitable  proportions  of  inftntiy,  artillery,  eavaliy,  and 
riflonen,  and  organized  as  atatod  in  tba  enclosed  pi^, 
maAed  No.  9. 

It  may  be  piesomed  -that,  pcoviaae  te  die  elose  of  the 
pieaent  seasion,  CongiMS  will  be  po—assed  of  such 
AtrtlMr  infimnatiouinMgafd  to  oor  foreign  retationeas 
wU  be  ueceasaiy  for  forming  an  ultimate  opinion  on  the 
«xpedien<7  or  inexpediency  of  a  greater  aagraentatitm 
of  our  Army  than  is  now  proposed ;  and,  in  the  mean- , 
time,  measures  may  be  taken  for  the  recruiting  service, 
in  diflnfeut  parte  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  event  of  war,  it  will,  I  presume,  be  considered 
neeeaiary  to  arrange  our  mUitary  force  into  awarate 
dqpaitments,  and  to  have  a  commander  to  each  depart- 
ment, and,  of  course,  to  have  no  such  officer  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief; and,  until  a  larger  army  shall  be  rais- 
ed than  is  now  proposed,  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  have 
any  officers  above  the  rank  of  Brigadier  Generals ;  of 
that  grade  it  may  be  proper  to  have  four  or  five,  as  soon 
as  a  suitable  proportion  of  the  troops  is  raised. 

"With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  am,  sir, 
yonr  humble  servant, 

H.  DBARBOBN. 

•   .  No.  1. 

It  is  pTOpOMd  to  have  engaged,  in  the  several  States 
and  TArritortes,  tweuty-lbur  thousand  voluntwrs,  to  be 
enlisted  to  serve  twelve  months,  in  any  twen^-four 
months,  within  the  term  of  five  years,  at  such  times 
and  places  as  the  President  of  Uie  United  States  shall 
direot,  te  bo  armed  and  equij^ied  by  the  United  States, 
and  to  be  encamped  in  their  respective  States  and  Tcr- 
ritratias,  from  two  to  three  months  in  each  year ;  and  be 
^zirciiBd  under  the  direction  of  Iaspect(»s  to  be  ap- 
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pointed  by  the  PreeidaDt  of  the  Untied  States,  to  re- 
ceive  pay  and  rations,  and  be  furnished  with  camp 
equipage  and  one  suit  of  uniform  clothing  onoein  three 
or  four  years,  the  officers,  except  the  Inspectors  and 
Paymasters,  to  be  appointed  by  the  respective  States, 
the  pay  annually  to  commence  the  day  Uiey  march  for 
the  respective  encampments,  and  to  continue  until  thMr 
return  home,  allowmg  one  day  for  each  twenty  mile* 
march  to  and  from  the  encampments ;  no  corporal  pun- 
ishments to  be  Ihfli|Cted,  bnt  all  offonees  to  be  puuBhad 
hy  doBO  confinement  and  short  allowanee,  <v  finas,  or 
both ;  the  commissioned  officers  to  be  goremed  by  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  established  for  the  regular 
anny  ;  the  twenty-four  thousand  to  be  apportioned  oa 
the  ^States  and  Territories  in  such  proportion  aa  eir- 
cumstances  may  require,  and  in  sud^  proportions  of  in- 
fontry,  artillery,  cavalry,  and  riflemen,  as  thePrendent 
of  the  United  States  shall  direct,  aqd  organized  into 
oompaniea,  battalions,  legimenta,  and  brigades,  or  other 
corps,  as  sh^  be  fbtmd  expedient,  aceord&ig  to  the 
numbers  in  each  State  respecdvely,  and  to  be  encamp- 
ed in  the  respective  States  and  Territories,  at  such 
times  and  place,  or  places,  as  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall,  from  time  to  Ume,  direct 

Na  9. 

Therix  tboQsand  regular  troops  maycsnaist  of  Am 
regiments  of  infantry,  one  regiment  of  rifhmen,  eoa 
regiment  of  light  artillery,  and  one  tegimaBt  of  ligkC 
cavalry.  The  regiments  of  infantry,  itfsiaei^  sod  ar- 
tillery to  consist  of  ten  companies  each,  and  the  regi- 
ment of  cavahy  of  eight  eompaiues.  The  field  and 
staff  of  each  regiment  to  consist  of  one  Colonel,  oam 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  one  Major,  one  Adjutant,  <hd« 
Quartermaster,  one  Paymaster,  one  Surgeon,  one  Sur- 
geon's Mate,  one  Sergeant  Major,  one  Quartermaster 
Sergeant,  and  two  prindpal  Musicians,  and  the  ivgi- 
ment  of  cavahy  one  Ridingmaster. 

Each  company  of  infantry  and  riflemen  to  conast  of 
one  Captain,  one  flret  Lieutenant,  one  Second  Lieuten- 
ant, one  Ensign,  four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  four 
Musicians,  and  sixty-eight  privates. 

Each- company  of  artillery  to  eonswt  of  one  Captmn^ 
one  fint  Lieutenant,  one  Second  Lieotuiant,  two  Co- 
deta,  fiDur  Sergeanta,  four  Corporals,  firar  Mnsirinna. 
eight  Artifioers,  and  fif^-aghi  pavBtea. 

Each  company  of  cavalry  tooonsist  of  one  Cafiirin» 
(we  First  Lieut^ant,  one  Second  Lieutenant  omGo^ 
net,  four  Sergeants,  four  Coipwals,  two  " — itians,  i»a 
saddler,  tme  fiinior,  and  thirtj-oght  fnvatea, 

Th«  Memge  and  doeiimeBte-were  rted :  Wfacte- 

Mr.  Dawbon  moved  tliat  Che  Committee  oti\t 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  eonsidera- 
tioD  of  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  Army. — 
Agreed  to, 

Mr.  Dawson  then  mored  that  the  bill  with  the 
document  respecting  the  regular  Army,  be  r«feN 
red  to  the  Committee  on  our  Military  and  Nav|' 
Establishment. — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dawson  then  moved  that  the  documents  and 
so  much  of  the  Meis^age  of  the  President  as  relates 
to  a  Toluateer  corps  and  the  authoriziuff  a  new 
detachment  of  the  militia,  should  be  referred  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  eighteenth  in- 
stant, to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  orsaniziog 
a  volunteer  corps  of  twenty-four  taoDsaaa  meo.— 
Agreed  to. 


MciMM  ef  tike  Armjf. 
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FOBBION  BELATIOirS. 
The  Bone  bang  cleared  of  all  penoos,  except 
dK  acBbera  and  ihe  Clark,  m  confideatial  Mes- 
afLiiwiinogjWas  reeeired  Aom  the  PftBsiinENT 
wna  nmTBD  States: 
Atff  dMe  and  fiNMC  o/ 

EtfrtMMiatipe*  of  the  United  Statet  .- 
I  epdcwg,  far  the  inftmnatioi)  of  Congnn,  letters  re- 
oar  MinMt«n  at  Paris  and  Lon- 
ita,  cmmuBitmtiag  tbeir  rmreaentationa  againtt  the 
hrie  imjam  and  orders  of  Fntnee  and  Great  Britain, 
taetofae  tmumitted  to  Congnss.  These  docomeats 
wifl  eoa tribute  to  the  information  Of  Congress,  as  to 
Ai  Aforiliaaa  of  thoae  Pomn,  toA  the  probable 
of  th^  pfoceediags  towwrda  neatnds ;  and  ttIII 
hare  Uteir  doe  inflaenoe  in  adapting  the  mea- 
MTM  of      L^ialatare  to  theactuaJ  criaia. 

Alttoa^  noUiing  ibrbids  the  general  matter  of  tbeae- 
ktfsai  bom  being  spoken  of  without  reserve,  ;et  as  the 
paUicatioa  of  pap«fa  of  this  descriptioa  would  restrain 
iqncioasly  the  freedom  of  our  foreign  correspondence, 
iuj  are  communicated  so  &r  confidentiallj,  and  with 
a  leqaHt  thai,  afker  bctng  read  to  the  utufiuction  of 
boA  HoaKHj  tbey  maj  be  retnmed.  ^ 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FaaavAaT  S6»  IB08. 

The  said  Message,  aod  the  papen  aeeompaDy- 
ing  the  same,  being  read,  a  motion  wa»  made  br 
lii:QsiiicT,  that  the  Hoasa  do  come  to  the  i^l- 
kviog  reaolntion : 

ffessfctrf.  That  pravionste  a  retwa  of  the  papers  ao* 
oGapenying  the  Masa^e  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ttd  8lalc%  due  daj  oommonioated,  the  Clark  of  this 
Hoasa  take  and  rrtain  copies  thereof^ 

And  OB  the  qoestioD  that  the  Hoote  do  now 
fraeeed  to  take  the  eaid  proposed  resolution  into 
cansideiation,  it  passed  in  the  Dative. 

Another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  CUrniar,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  foltowiag  resolutioo : 

Vrtalmft.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
le^westeJ  to  Uif  before  this  House  saehlettsrs  reoently 
iMHBsd  AoB  tbe  American  Miidstar  at  Paris,  as  ao* 
ca^anied  the  aaid  Miaister'a  lepresentatioBs  against 
lha  Ists  ill  I  use  and  ordaraof  Franca,  ceaumiBicated  to 
CsnpBss  in  hia  Message-  of  this  day,  under  sack  re> 
ina,  in  Msopinian,  Ae  paUie  interest  may 


And,  on  Ihe  qnestion  that  the  House  do  now 
Bioeeed  to  the  nid  motion  into  eousideraUoD, 
o^gtend  in  the  n^nlive— ^cas  60,  nays  fi9,  as 

rasa '  Ihekirl  Bacta,  John  Beyle,  William  A. 
Barwait  John  Campbell,  EpaphrDcLitus  Ohssapiwt, 
Maitia  Chittenden,  Joseph  Clay,  George  CliDtoD,juiL>. 
OHfaad  Geek,  John  ColDepper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
lifaDa<rii]wnl.  ji^r  Joseph  Deaha,  Daniel  M.  Dorelt, 
JaaMBUot,  William  Ely,  James  Fiak,  Barent  Gar- 
^mmit  Fianeis  Gardner,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Ed- 
im  On,  John  Harris,  William  Helms,  William  Hog«, 
Bea^Mi  Howard,  Reuben  Homphreyi,  Robert  ien- 
kia^  M.  Joluisbn,  James  Kelly,  Thomas  Ke- 

nan, B.  Key,  WUIiam  Kirkpatrick,  Joseph  Lf vis, 
jr.,  Bdvwd  St.  Loe  LiTerfflore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Na- 
thanisf  Maeoo,  Bobert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Daniel 
Wstgeieuij,  Jan.,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ly,  Onrdoa  8.  Mnmfiad,  Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy 
PiikH^.,  Jamah  Qasacy,  Joim  Boa  of  Peansylfania, 


Jdia  Rowan,  John  RuaseU,  Samuel  Smith,  William 
Stedman,  Clement  StorM,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Peter 
Sw'art,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmulge,  Jabsi 
Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
KiUian  K.  Van  Renawlaer,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nats— Evan  Alexandw,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  ion.,  Darid  Bard,  Joseph  Ba^r,  Bnrwell  Bas- 
sett,  Vl'illiam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blaekledge,  John 
Blake,  jpn.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cutis, 
John  Dawson,  Josiah  Deane,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Meehack  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Heister,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Daniel  IlsleT,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  John 
Lambert,  William  McCreery,  John  Montgomery,  Nich* 
olas  R.  Moore,  Jdin  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newtm,  Wilson  C.  Nieht^  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea 
<NrTeDnesses,  Jacob  Bidkards,Matdiias  Riebards,  Sa- 
muel Wkn,  Efaensser  SeaTor,  James  Sloan,  Dnmis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smidi,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  Geo. 
M.  Ironp,  James  I.  Van  Allen,  Bsniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Marmadoke  Wil- 
liams, Alexander  WilsoD,  lUchard  Winn,  and  Jameo 
WithereU. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Q,din- 
CT,  thai  -the  injunction  of  secrecy,  so  far  as  relates 
tu  the  foregoiog  Message  of  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
thereon,  be  removed,  and  that  the  same  be  pub- 
lished ;  And,  debate  arisins  thereon,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for,  when  the  House  adjourned. 


Satorday,  February  27. 

The  House,  being  cleared  of  all  persons  except 
the  members  and  the  Clerk,  resumed  the  coasia- 
eration  of  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Q,Dincy,  and 
dependiag  yesterday  at  tbe  time  of  adjournment, 
that  the  injDnction  of  secrecy  imposed  on  the 
membera  of  this  House,  so  fiir  as  relates  to  a  con- 
>!denf<^  Message,  in  wriiiog,  from  tbe  President 
nftheUoited  Slates,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  thereupou,  be  remored,  and  that  the  same 
be  published.  And  the  question  beiog  taken  there- 
on, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALBXANDsa, 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  for  the 
House  again  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  ihe  bill  making  provision  for  ex- 
tinguishing the  debts  due  from  toe  United  Stales, 
be  postpooed  until  Monday,  tbe  seventh  of  Match 
□ekt. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  eniitled  ''An 
act  to  allow  the  importation  of  old  copper  free  of 
duty,"  with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  de- 
sire tbe  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
have  alsorassed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ao  act  granting 
William  Wells  tbe  right  of  pre-emption;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  EMBARGO. 
The  House  then  took  up  for  coosideration  the 
law  amendatory  of  the  embargo  law,  as  reported- 
by  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mnnnftn- 
1  tnies. 
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Mr.  Cook  com^laiaed  that  the  operation  of  the 
law  apoD  fineries  was  intolerabljr  oppressire. 
Thev  were  compelled  to  travel  fifty,  eighty  or  a 
boDored  miles  every  week,  to  make  oath  before 
the  Collector  that,  during  their  voyage,  they  have 
Bot  sold  any  of  their  fiahing  fare.  Mr.  C.  made 
several  motions  to  amend  this  part  of  the  bill, 
(5th  section,)  which  were  successively  negatived. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  to  add  a  proviso  to  the  5th 
section  of  the  bill,  which  should  authorize  the 
ra&ster  and  mate  of  fishing  vessels,  and  others, 
under  ten  tons,  to  make  the  oath  required  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace. 

This  moiioa  was  debated  at  some  length.  It 
waa supported  by  Messrs.  Q,aiNOT,  Ddrbll,  Cook, 
and  Dana;  and  opposed  by  Mewn.  D.  R.  Wil- 
UAH8,  Newton,  and  J.  Clay,  and  finally  lost- 
ayes  28,  noes  53. 

Mr.  LyoN  did  not  like  this  string  of  oaths,  re- 
qaired  by  the  embargo  laws.  There  was  too  much 
swearing.  He  also  felt  ashamed  of  the  House, 
that  they  could  not  adapt  a  plaster  to  a  sore.  They 
were  stretching  the  plaster  over  on  lo  the  sound 
flesh,  and  he  leared  it  would  end  in  a  gangrene. 
Mr.  L.  spoke  with  some  severity  against  the  em- 
bargo generally. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton,  a  new  section  was 
added  to  the  bill,  authorizing  the  President,  on 
oath  being  made  by  any  citizen,  that  be  has  prop- 
erty in  any  foreign  port  or  |)Iace,  to  permit  such 
citizen  to  despatch  a  vessel,  in  ballast,  after  such 
property ;  bond  being  given,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasarvj  that  sncfa  vessel 
shall  not  be  employed  in  any  kind  of  trade. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  offered  some  observations  in  sgp- 

Eort  of  this  section,  and  observed,  that  several 
ouses  in  Philadelphia  bad  property  to  a  great 
amount  in  foreign  couoiries,  which  would  be  lost, 
unless  they  were  permitted  to  despatch  vessels 
after  it. 

After  the  adoption  of  this  section,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on 
Monday. 


MoNiHLT,  February  29. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore^  that  the  House 
do' come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Retohed^  That  a  poet  road  be  established  ^em  Bos- 
ton, in  the  State  of  Hsssadiusetts,  to  Newboiyport,  by 
the  Newborypoit  turnpike : 

The  said  proposed  resolution  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  granting  William  WelU  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion," was  read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CLOPTON,one  of  the  members  for  Virginia, 
presented  to  the  House  an  attested  copy  of  a  con- 
current resolution  of  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Delegates  of -the  State  of  Virginia,  proposiog 
n  anuBdment  to  the  Coostitntion  of  the  Uaited 
States,  relative  to  a  removal  of  the  Senatois  in 
Ctamss  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whoU 
nnmwr  of  die  members  of  the  re»pective  State 
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Legislatures  by  which  the  said  Senators  have 
been,  or  maybe  appointed }  which  was  received 
and  read:  Whereapon,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Clopton,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the  fo*- 
lowing  resolution :  < 

Reiolved  by  the  Senate  and  Haute  of  S^namta- 
tiva  Iff  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congma  aa- 
aembied,  two4hirda  of  both  Houtea  eoneurring.  That 
the  fbllowing  be  piopMed  as  an  uaendment  to  the  Con- 
stttDtion  of  the  United  States,  which,  when  ratified  by 
ihe  Legidatares  of  tbree-fborths  of  the  ■sTsnl  StaUe, 
disU  be  vdid  to  all  intenUand  purposes*  as  part  of  the 
said  CoBititation,  to  wit: 

<*  The  Sflnaters  in  the  Oongress  of  United  States 
may  be  removed  from  office  by  the  vote  of  •  majori^ 
of  the  whole  number  of  the  membras  of  tbo  iwpetiife 
Stale  Legislaturee  by  which  the  said  Senatma  have 
been,  or  may  be  appointed." 

And  the  said  proposed  resolution  \mog  twice 
read,  Was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clopton,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of 
the  Union, 

Mr.  Clopton,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-eighth  of  December  last,  presented 
a  bill  to  revive  and  make  permanent  '*An  act  to 
prescribe  the  mode  of  taking  evidence  in  cases  of 
contested  elections  for  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  and  tocom- 
pel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,"  and  in  addition 
to  the  same  ;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tharsdsy 
next. 

Mr.  Daw«on  presented  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Virginia,  covering  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  that  State,  to  which  the  assent 
of  Congress  is  reqoired  before  it  can  become  a 
law.  ft  was  well  known,  Mr.  D.  observed,  that 
lib  State  can,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
raise  any  troops.  The  Legislatore  of  Virnnia 
had  passed  such  a  law  fn  the  defence  of  hw  fron- 
tier, and  solicited  the  eoosent  of  Congress  to  it.— 
Referred  to  Mr.  Dawson.  Mr.  GoLDSBoaooei, 
Mr.  HGWT^tt.  Mr.  J.  K.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Fisc, 
with  instrueuons  to  report  thereon  fay  biU  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Dawson  tqwrted  a  bill  aothorizing  the 
raising  an  additional  army;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh(4e. 

[This  is  the  bill  whfeh  wentthrongh  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  a  few  days  ago,  and  has  since 
been  committed,  in  oooseqaence  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  on  the  aafajeet.  It  is  now  ^^V"^^ 
ed  aecording  to  the  letter  from  tlw  SM^lary  of 
War.] 

The  bill  to  admit  the  importation  of  old  cop- 
per free  of  duty  was  returned  from  the  Senate, 
with  an  amendment  including  saltpetre  and  snl- 
phar  in  the  remission  from  duly  on  the  importa- 
tion. The  amendment  was  immediately  agreed  to. 

SALB  or  ARMS. 
The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  resolation,  some  weeks  ago  reported  ^  • 
committee,  for  authorisina  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  sell  such  arms  of  the  Uaited  States  as  may  be 
disposed  of  witbtMt  injary  to  the  United  Siatea. 
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Ut.  DiWBoif  hoped  the  Comoiitiee  would  agree 
to  (be  KsolulioD.  By  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  Wit,  (here  were  oonr  I40,00U  stand  of  arms 
is  tbe  public  aroiory,  and  perhaps  by  the  next 
iDOBi)i,at  a  hilt  had  been  passed  for  procurtog 
more,  there  might  be  an  addition  to  tbe  number 
of  30,000  or  40,000  stand.  Several  States  in  the 
Cum  were  not  well  provided  with  arms,  and 
were  toxious  to  purchase  from  the  United  States. 
TlieappliratloDs  for  that  purprae  aro^e  from  the 
gicii  difficulty  of  getting  them  from  beyond  tbe 
My. 

Mr.  Bibb  aaid  he  would  only  state  that  the  Le- 
gidaiore  of  Georgia  bad,  at  the  last  session,  passed 
iDutaathoriziag  the  Goreroor  of  that  State  to 
obtaiaattos  for  the  State  by  purchase.  TheGor- 
cTDoi  had  sent  ao  agent  here  to  ascertain  whether 
a  pDrebue  could  be  made  from  tbe  United  States 
or  aot.  I  bare,  said  he,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tnyofWar  saying  that  30,000  or  40,000  stand 
atajr  be  spared. 

Tbe  resolution  being  agreed  to,  the  Committee 
fose  tail  reported  the  resolution. 

pBcmcurrence  with  tbe  report  of  the  Com- 
miltet  of  (he  Whole  a  considerable  conTersation 
uoK,  in  which  Messrs.  Goldsborooqh,  M.  Clay. 
and  IficoN,  opposed  tbe  resolution,  and  Messrs^ 
DiVBoii,  Bacon,  Bibb,  Shilib,  Key,  Tbodp, 
Tavloi,  Nicbous,  and  Fihdlbt,  mpported  iu 

Mr.  RoviH  mored  to  amend  tbe  resolution  by 
wnkiflf  m  the  word  "  sell"  aad  insert « loan."— 
Nenti  ted— yeas  12. 

Tbe  resoluiioa  was  then  agreed  to— yeas  72, 
ud  referred  to  n  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Tbe  opponeots  of  this  resolution  generally 
eoQtnded  that  a  resolution  had  already  been 
^tKd  this  session,  after  a  very  lengthy  discus- 
*>oa,toarin  the  whole  body  of  tbe  militia  at  th< 
npente  of  the  United  States ;  that  being  the  case, 

*»■  wi  seemly  to  sell  to  one  part  of  the  Union 
thyi  irhicb  they  were  about  to  bestow  gratoitoos- 
'r  00  ibe  remainder.  That,  but  a  few  days  ago, 
ue  Hdom  had  appropriated  a  laige  sum  of  money 
wiheporchase  of  arms,  and  now  to  sell  arms 
vwud  betray  inconsistency.  That,  by  passing 
RMdatioo,  the  States  who  bad  af^ropriated 
war  foods  to  the  porehase  of  arms  wonld  get  all 
»t  warrt  arms  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
*hiW  the  latter  woold  replace  tbem  by  new  and 
KUerims.  That  tbe  number  of  140,000  stand 
»«s  not  too  moch,  or  even  enoagh,  for  the  United 
'e  keep  at  their  own  disposal.  That  it 
bu  been  truly  said  by  the  advocates  of  the  reso- 
loboo  that  it  woald  be  selling  in  fact  to  them- 
wlwi,  oevertbeless,  if  too  many  were  sold,  (and 
MM  ought  now  to  be  sold,)  the  Sutes  to  whom 
t<wj*«re  told  might  prohibit  them  from  being 
^"••i  wt  of  their  respective  States,  or  might  fix 
"W«inyooe  spot  m  those  States;  in  which 
«*«WT  woold  be  lost  to  the  United  Slates  for 
»erTice.  Thai  the  political  horizon  black- 
eiml  nay  day,  and  clouds  lowered  around  them. 
ifaM  vasaoi  tfie  time,  then,  in  which  tbe  United 
wittshoBid  dircat  themseWea  of  that  defence 
wieb  they  had. 

The  advocatea  of  the  resolotioa  replied,  that 
loth  Gov.  1st  8x88.-54 


although  a  resolution  for  arming  tbe  whole  mili* 
tia  of  the  United  States  had  been  passed,  it  was 
to  be  supposed,  from  no  report  having  been  made 
on  the  suoject,  that  either  the  present  time  was 
deemed  improper  for  its  iotroducttoo,  or  tbe  com- 
mittee could  not  construct  a  bill  for  the  purpose; 
or,  in  any  event,  that  the  project  appeared  to  be 
relinquished  for  the  present.  That  it  was  true 
they  bad  but  a  few  days  ago  agreed  to  purehaae 
arms,  yet  those  arms  were  parebased  for  tbe  benr 
efit  of  the  whole  Union,  and  to  render  them  ben- 
eficial, they  must  be  distributed.  If  any  Stat^ 
then,  wished  to  purehaqe,  tbe  sale  would  Se  a  di»* 
tribuiion  to  a  part  of  tbe  Union  without  a  loss  to 
the  whole.  That  tbe  States  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  who  now  particularly  wished  to 
purohase,  were  peculiarly  situated,  having  at  the 
same  lime  internal  and  external  enemies,  and  were 
not  able  to  procure  arms;  farther,  that  those 
States  bad  made  appropriations  for  this  purpose, 
the  former  to  the  amount  of  $60,000,  when  they 
knew  that  a  proposition  was  actually  pending  in 
this  House  for  gratuitously  arming  tbe  whole 
militia,  but  ibey  had  wished  to  pay  for  their  arms, 
and  not  receive  them  as  a  donation  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  That  if  tbe  supernumerary 
arms  of  the  United  States  were  not  of  a  good 
quality  the  States  were  not  bound  to  purchase; 
this,  then,  could  be  no  objection.  That  if  tbe 
present  number  of  arms  in  tbe  arsenab  was  not 
too  great,  tbe  resolution  expressly  swd  that  they 
should  not  be  disposed  of;  so  that  tbe  qnestioa 
whether  tbe  United  States  bad  too  many  or  too 
few  came  not  into  consideration  on  tbe  passage 
of  this  resolution.  That  it  would  be  an  act  not 
only  of  humanity  and  duty,  but  of  interest,  to 
place  arms  in  tbe  frontier  States  in  some  way  or 
other ;  for  if  the  country  should  be  occupied  by 
an  enemy  while  they  were  hesitating  on  the  sub- 
ject, it  would  cost  tbem  mote  trouble  and  treas- 
ure to  repossess  themselves  of  it — to  do  which 
would  be  their  undoubted  duty — than  to  prevent 
themselves  from  being  dispossessed  of  it.  If,  then, 
these  States  were  disposed  lo  parcbase  armsi 
there  could  be  no  objection  to  permit  them  so  to 
do,  for  tbey  could  not  be  had  otherwise  than  from 
tbe  United  Statn. 

Mr.  M.  Clat,  in  the  coarse  of  discussion,  ob- 
served  that  gentlemen  seemed,  in  the  course  of 
their  observations,  lo  consider  the  bill  for  the  clas- 
sification of  the  militia  as  rejected.  On  a  vote 
taken  to-day,  there  bad  been  present  120  mem- 
bers. Thia  being  a  tolerably  full  House,  he  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  notice  that  he  should 
call  for  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill,  at  12  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

An  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  tbe  ynited  SUtes,**  was 
resd  the  third  time. 

Mr.  LivERHOHB  said  it  would  be  reeolleeted 
that  he  had  not  in  the  eoarse  of  the  variona  dip- 
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eiuiitfQB  on  this  bill  troubled  the  House  with  many 
obsenratiODs,  though  he  had  aTowed  his  ioteotioD 
to  oppose  the  bill,  and  offer  reasons  why  it  ooght 
not  to  pass.  I  shall  not  now,  said  he,  ^o  finly 
into  a  discussion  of  what  has  been  cmceived  the 
policy  of  the  origtaal  embargo  law,  because  a  re- 
fusal to  pass  this  bill  will  not  do  away  the  ill  ef- 
fects of  that  law;  but  as  I  eoaceire  this  to  be  a 
tissue  of  the  same  evil,  it  is  my  bonnden  duty  to 
<^er  my  objections  to  its  passage. 

This  act  is  not,  I  eonceire,  founded  on  the  Mes- 
sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the 
reasons  therein  given  for  passing  the  embargo  law. 
If  I  understood  the  reason^  they  were  different 
from  what  mDst  be  carried  into  e^t  by  the  pas- 
•age  of  this  law.  It  wae  therain  said  that  such 
was  our  situation  that  if  our  reseels  were  Buffered 
to  depart  from  our  harbors  they  would  be  liable 
to  capture  and  our  oitrzeos  would  lose  their  prop- 
erty.  This  I  understood  to  be  the  reason  for  pars- 
ing the  embargo  law,  although  I  did  not  conceive 
it  well  founded,  and  endeavored  with  ill  my  pow- 
ers to  combat  it.   Although  those  reasons  should 
have  been  well  founded,  the  same  reasons  do  not 
exist  for  carrying  into  effect  the  present  law, 
which  cODtemplates  nothing  more  than  to  prevent 
-  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  carrying 
on  the  small  remnant  of  commerce  which  is  saved 
from  the  fangsof  the  embargo.   It  is  not  rescuing 
our  ships  from  capture,  but  preventing  our  citizens 
who  live  in  situations  from  which  they  might 
earry  on  their  commerce  with  success,  from  sell- 
ing to  their  neighbors  their  noduee  ana  receiving 
from  them  those  articles  which  they  need.  The 
operations  of  ibis  law  will  he  confined  to  the  fron- 
tier States;  to  Qeoreia  and  Vermont  and  the 
eastern  part  of  Massachusetts.  The  utmost  there- 
fore in  which  the  law  is  to  operate  in  these  States, 
ia,  to  prevent  the  people  living  on  the  borders  froni 
cairyio^  their  produce  into  Canada,  Nova  Scotia, 
or  Florida — ^from  carrying  on  commerce  for  what 
they  conceive  to  be  for  their  benefit.   There  cer- 
taioly  can  be  nothing  in  the  reason  assigned  for 
the  imposition  of  an  embargo  in  the  first  instance 
which  can  0]>erate  in  favor  of  the  pas^e  of  thi^ 
law.   There  is  no  danger  that  this  produce  would 
be  liable  to  capture.    What  then  Is  the  motive  for 
this  hill  ?   To  bring  some  foreig^n  nation  to  terms, 
we  are  told.   Now  let  us  consider  whether  pre- 
Tenting  this  trade  eao  possibly  have  thi*  «fect— 
'  whether  weventiog  the  people  of  Termont  or 
Chorgia  from  carrying  their  produce  to  Canada 
or  Fmrida  are  means  of  brioging  nations  to  a  dis- 
position to  "do  us  justice." 

Take  the  case  of  Oreat  Britain  for  instance.  If 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  has  seen  cause  to  issue 
a  proclamation  to  prevent  trade  to  France  and  her 
dependencies,  is  it  possible  that  the  m'ohibitioa 
cootaihed  in  this  law  can  hare  any  enect  to  in- 
duce him  to  repeal  it?  The  very  supposition  is 
absurd.  There  is  nothing  in  it.  If  we  can,  by 
Inhibiting  this  small  trade,  do  ourselves  an  essen- 
tial injury,  we  do  not  affect  any  other  Power.  Can 
it  operate  on  France?  Certainly  not.  Upon 
what  nation  then  can  it  operate?  There  really 
a^ears  to  be  nothing  in  tfaesopposed  operation  cmT 
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this  law  on  any  foreign  nation,  and  this  act  is  sup- 
ported by  a  kind  of  enthusiasm  not  founded  on 
reason.  Reason  has  no  agencv  in  it;  it  is  poshed 
on  with  a  kind  of  fervor  which  may  be  creditable 
to  those  possessinff  it.  There  seems  to  be  a  kind 
of  magic  in  the  business.  Our  country  is  in  a 
critical  state ;  we  are  almost  at  war  with  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth ;  and  therefore  it  seems  that 

?;entlemeD  are  willing  to  prevent  this  small  trade 
rom  being  beneficial  to  the  people  who  will  be 
affected,  and  which  can  do  no  injury  whatever  to 
the  United  States. 

I  conceive  that  there  has  prevailed  in  this  House 
a  false  sentiment  with  respect  to  commerce.  I 
have  obserred  widi  pain  the  sentiment  expressed 
in  the  House;  indnd  I  have  heard  gentlemea 
whose  reputations  stand  as  high  as  any  in  tbu 
body  declare  that  commerce  is  inimical  to  agri- 
cult  a  re  ;  that  agriculture  is  beneficial,  and  com- 
merce injurious ;  as  if  there  actually  existed  a 
warfare  between  the  two.  The  fact  is  thereverse; 
and  I  will  lay  down  this  broad  position,  and  en- 
deavor to  prove  it,  that  agriculture  is  oi  little  or 
no  service  to  mankind  without  commerce ;  that 
they  go  hand  in  band,  and  without  the  existence 
of  both,  that  neither  would  be  of  much  service. 
I  wish  gentlemen  candiJlr  to  examin^  and  see 
whether  there  be  not  truth  in  the  position — that 
commerce  is  of  so  much  service  to  agriculture  that 
agriculture  is  of  little  service  without  it. 

What  is  commerce  ?  The  exchange  of  one  at^ 
tide  for  another;  the  ezchanee  of  a  superfiuoas 
arUele  for  one  which  we  stand  in  need  of.  It  is 
absolutelf  necessary  for  our  very  existence,  mt 
as  relates  to  mere  animal  life,  but  to  our  existence 
with  convenieney.   Society  is  founded  on  iL 

It  is  supposed  by  some  that  agriculture  can  exist 
without  commerce.   Take  a  case  by  way  of  il- 
lustration, and  I  believe  it  would  run  with  the 
same  propriety  through  every  situation  in  life. 
Take  the  case  of  a  planter,  a  Virginian  if  »yoo 
choose,  possessed  of  immense  wealth,  of  the  means 
of  cultivating  his  lands,  which  produce  abnudanilT. 
Take  a  journal  of  the  gentleman's  life  fora  single 
day,  and  see  what  is  his  situation,   lu  the  morn- 
ing he  rises  from  hh  couch,  aod  clothes  bimself 
in  the  manufactures  of  Britain,  or  perhaps  of  oUiet 
countries.   The  instant  be  rises,  then  be  avails 
hiraselfoftheeonveotences  of  commerce.  Sitiing 
down  to  his  breakfast  be  makes  use  of  the  pnrfae- 
tionsoftheSaslorWest Indies;  he  walks  aponthe 
fabric  of  Turkey  or  Persia;  the  very  wood  of 
which  his  fornitnre  is  constructed  is  brought  from 
the  shores  of  the  Carribean  sea.  and  the  nuntiria 
which  he  adjusts  his  cravat  of  East  India  nmne* 
faetare,  is  the  production  of  the  European  arte* ; 
the  Tery  handles  of  his  knives  are  procured  from 
a  sea-monster  found  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  coast  of  Labrador,  and  the  v«-y  blades 
are  the  manufacture  of  England,  from  the  ootBet 
of  Russia  or  Sweden.   He  seems  to  ransack  the 
whole  world,  both  earth  and  sea,  for  his  cmve 
nieneies.  His  food  would  be  insipid  if  not  sea- 
soned with  the  spices  of  India ;  his  drink  is  from 
the  plains  of  Champagne,  Burgundy,  or  the  Af- 
ricanialands:  in  the  evening  bis  very  catuUentick* 
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tie  from  the  mines  of  Mexico  or  Pera,  and  tbe 
ca&dlet  with  which  he  lighu  his  room,  are  taken 
from  tbe  head  of  a  sea-monster,  an  ionabitant  of 
lit  Arctic  circles.  If  he  be  sick,  he  derires  med- 
ieisefrom  Turkey,  Asia,  or  the  interior  of  South 
Aooiea.  What  will  be  do  foe  all  these,  if  com- 
■me  be  obatmeted  1  He  caanot  procure  ibem 
fiom  (be  prodnct  of  his  land ;  he  ia  more  than 
Bonal  if  be  can  do  this.  Whenee,  then  ?  From 
cwomeree  alope,  on  wbieh  ha  depeodi  not  oaiy 
far  bis  laxaries  and  eonreniencea,  bqt  also  his 
Bccctiaries.  Take  the  same  gentleman  and  strip 
bin  of  tbe  benefits  of  commerce^  and  see  what  is 
bis  character.  In  the  first  place  it  in  true  that  his 
ouB  eorer  the  hills,  and  the  sheep  bleat  in  his 
pastures;  he  may  eat  the  flesh,  but  cannot  preserre 
It  from  dajr  to  day.  Let  him  take  their  fleece,  if 
.beeaB,ind  conrert  it  into  clotbiog.  An  infub- 
itaot  of  Kamsebatka,  or  an  Osage  Indian  would 
.look  more  like  a  civilized  being  than  would  this 
van,  clothed  in  a  dress  of  his  own  manufacture. 
Those  gentlemen  who  talk  of  retiring  within 
tbdr  own  shell,  are  egregiously  mistaken  in  their 
oileabitioos ;  nature  has  notgiren  them  like  a  tor- 
toise a  ibeU  to  retire  into.  Tve  commerce  away 
uom  tbeiDf  «nd  let  them  nise  tbeir  hundreds  or 
tboBsasdiofhogshcads  of  tobacco;  let  their  cotton 
fill  (beir  stores  what  is  it  to  them?  Nothing. 
It  it  all  of  no  benefit  whaterer,  except  we  bare 
commerce.  It  is  astooiahing  to  hear  gentlemen 
adraace  tbeaeatimieat  that  by  agriealtore  we  hare 
all  the  eoareaieiwaa  of  life,  vithont  the  aid  of 
eooinwrce. 

1  bare  heard,  said  Mr.  L.,  a  gentleman  in  this 
Hoose  rise  and  sa^  that  he  would  never  trust 
commercial  men  with  power.  That  geatlemao 
nows  Dotbtng  of  commercial  men.  f  can  aver, 
that  baring  someknowledge  of  themflriew  them 
u  tbe  most  hnnorable,  the  most  benevolent,  and 
£B  crerf  rtapeot  the  most  important  clpsa  of  men 
*">«tr.  .There  is  no  character  which  can  be 
eipibited  in  a  more  honorable  and  serviceable 
pout  of  view  than  tbe  real  merchant.  I  might 
go  fardier  thaa  I  hare  nona  in  considering  com- 
-Une  as  Baeeaaarr  for  the  support  of  agriculture, 
w^  tbc  rery  tools  neeasaary  to  work  tbe  mate- 
<iui  into  a  eonraiieDt  dwelling  or  habitation 
BBst  be  faroogfat  by  commerce  I  Co«ld  the  gen- 
UMua  tire  in  a  sien  hut  thrown  up  of  logs,  or 
perbaps  burrow  in  tbe  ground  like  a  Kamsehat- 
?  I  wish  the  gentlenan  seriously  to  con- 
aider  thi^  and  when  ne  does  be  will  aee  tbe  bear- 
tag  of  ibu  argament  against  the  embargo,  wbicb 
Maaaze  laid  to  the  very  root  of  commerce.  How 
■Bg  it  will  continQe  or  what  shape  it  will  assume 
tkaownot.  Bat,notintendtDgtodiscoss  iheori- 
^aal  measure,  I  will  confine  myself  to  tbe  qoes- 
|M  befare  the  House.  Notwithstanding  the  em- 
«|(^  those  citizens  wbo  live  on  tbe  borders  of 
^[^P  territories  have  carried  on  a  trade  with 
tbnr  aogbborsi  selling  their  soperfloous  produce 
to  tbrm.  It  is  to  prereat  tmf&c  of  this  kwd  that 
ue  nil  DOW  on  its  passage  ia  intended.  If  the  bill 
*0M  Ml  pass,  altbongh  commerce  will  not  exiat 
Jaafioonahingaute,  It  willootbe  entirely  shackled 
ai  Napectt  thase  pet^le.   I  titercfore  Qootend 


against  it,  and  not  only  declare  the  act  nnneee^ 
sary,  but  cruel  and  oppressive. 

I  would  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men who  come  from  tbe  tobacco  aad  cotton  country, 
or  where  these  articles  are  cultivated  for  exporta- 
tion,and  bring  such  immense  riches  to  their  coit- 
stituents.  It  la  said  that  merchants  are  becoming 
more  rasonciledto  this  measture,  and  that  soma 
who  are  called  Federal  merchanu  hare  approved 
the  embargo.  I  can  easily  beltere  it  to  be  the 
case  in  some  degree ;  and  I  must  make  an  obsec- 
ration  on  this  point.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  embargo 
fell  most  heavily  on  merchants,  operated  on  thev 
business,  threw  tbem  out  of  the  means  of  gainuMg 
a  subsistence,  and  perhaps  of  supporting  thfir 
credit.  I  have  heard  it  observed  that  it  was  no 
matter  how  soon  these  geotleoien  were  driren  to 
a  settlement  of  tbeir  accounts.  Commerce  is  car- 
ried on  altogether  by  credit;  it  is  similar  in  its 
operaiionsto  a  bank.  It  is  kaown  that  banks  issue 
bills,  or  make  loans  to  double  the  amount  of  their 
capital,  or  money  in  their  vaults,  otherwise  they 
would  derive  no  profit  from  the  institution ;  they 
have  the  means  of  paying  these  bills  when  present- 
ed^ and  derire  a  profit  from  their  loans.  So  it  ia 
with  the  merchant ;  if  immediately  called  upon  to 
pay  all  hia  debts  he  may  not  be  able  to  do  it ;  bat 
if  permiued  to  carry  on  his  commerce  be  has  the 
means  of  paying  his  debts^  and  deriving  profit frpn 
his  credit.  Wby  then  should  tbe  Legislature  drire 
him  to  a  settlement  of  his  accounts  in  this  way  7 
It  is  a  most  cruel  proceeding. 

What  I  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  Southern 
gentlemen  to,  is  this  ;  that  there  is  a  speculation 
going  forward  ia  the  United  States,  I  beliere 
greater  than  ever  was  known  in  the  country  since 
Its  settlement,  even  greater  than  the  noted  speon- 
lation  in  the  purchase  of  loan  office  and  final  set- 
tlement certificates.  What  is  it?  The  buying 
up  of  1  hese  articles  at  half  tbeir  value  by  moneyed 
men,  from  those  wbo  will  be  under  the  necessity 
of  selling.  The  honest  planter  or  independent 
gentleman  will  be  compelled  to  sell  tbem  for  oae 
half,  or  less  than  one  half  their  value,  and  the 
description  of  persons  I  hare  mentioned  wiU  de- 
rive profit  from  the  embargo.  Although  the  pas- 
sage of  the  present  law  will  not  create  the  specu- 
lation altogether,  it  goes  to  accelerate  it. 

Now,  unless  gentlemen  can  point  out  the  ac- 
cessitj  of  this  law,  I  caonot  a^^ree  to  it.  If  it  be 
to  bring  Great  Britain  to  terms,  or  to  induce  her 
to  ofier  terms,  it  is  the  most  childish  thing  that 
ever  entered  into  a  man's  head.  If,  as  it  is  said, 
she  refuses  us  justice,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
driviog  the  nation  into  this  siiuatioa  can  alter  a 
decree  or  measure  which  she  has  deemed  necet- 
sary  to  support  herself.  To  suppose  such  an 
operation  is  childish ;  and  I  advance  ibis  assertion 
freelr,  because  it  proceeds  from  tbe  best  consider- 
tioQ  lean  give  the  subject. 

Another  argument  advanced  by  gentlemen  in 
favor  of  this  biU  is  rery  fallacious,  u  the  embar- 
go be  an  eril,  they  say,  why  should  one  descrip- 
tion of  persons  be  more  privileged  than  another? 
If  the  contest  be  merely  to  do  tbe  people  as  mueh 
injury  as  possible,  the  inquiry  pught  be  reaaoa- 
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ftble,  whether  one  portion  should  be  exempt,  while 
another  portioa  of  our  citizens  are  subject  to  the 
injury.  As  we  cannot  mean  to  injure  them  by 
the  embargo,  when  its  only  object  was  to  preserve 
their  property,  genllemeo  wnen  they  seriously 
consider  the  subject,  will  say  that  this  is  not  a  jual 
argument  in  faror  of  the  passage  of  the  law. 

I  will  afraiD  request  genilemen  to  point  out' 
what  beoefit  can  result  tO  the  United  States  by 
the  passage  of  thia  law.  If  it  is  to  compel  foreign 
Bations  to  dor  what  we  conceiTe  to  be  jastiee, 
there  can  be  notbiog  in  it.  It  is  idle  to  suppose 
that  the  preventing  a  few  citizens  in  Vermont 
from  trading  with  the  Canadians,  will  prevent 
Great  Britain  from  doing  what  she  otherwise 
would.  The  very  issuing  of  the  proclamation  of 
Engjaud,  shows  that  the  Ministry  of  that  nation 
considered  it  essential  to  the  preservation  of  them- 
aelres,  and  to  combat  France.  Now  so  far  from 
this  bill  having  the  proposed  effect,'  the  British 
had  rather  give  up  Canada  altogether  than  to  give 
up  a  tittle  of  what  they  consider  so  necessary  to 
support  their  true  interest.  If  the  proclamation 
be  considered  or  found  not  necessary,  they  will 
revoke  it ;  but  if  it  be  considered  necessary,  what 
this  country  caa  do  will  bave.no  effect  whatever. 
I  maj  say  the  same  as  to  Qeorgia— that  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  trade  of  the  citizens  of  that  State 
vill  have  no  effect  on  any  political  operatton  be- 
tween this  and  the  old  world.  Being  convinced 
tbatnhis  is  the  case,  and  that  the  bill  will  onlv  go 
U>  injure  a  portion  of  our  own  citizens,  witoont 
doing  the  least  possible  good,  I  cannot  rote  for  it. 

But,  above  all,  the  fishermen  are  to  make  oath 
that  they  have  sold  no  fish  or  part  of  their  fare, 
while  out  on  their  voyage.  The  fishermen  might 
as  well  throw  their  fish  overboard  as  go  to  the 
British  territories  to  sell  ihem.  There  have  been 
instances  in  which  they  have  gone  to  France ; 
but  now,  when  the  French  shores  are  ItneJ  with 
cniisers,  there  is  no  danger  of  their  attempting  it. 
Gentlemen  ask  what  injury  can  it  do  them,  to 
eome  forward  and  make  this  oath  7  Being  a 
troablesnme  thin^,  for  which  there  exists  not  the 
kut  necessity,  it  is  injnrioua  to  their  liberty,  if  to 
nothing  else.  A  fisherman  might  sell  some  part 
of  hu  cargo  to  vessels  in  absolute  distress.  Now 
if  this  act  is  carried  into  effect,  the  poor  roan  is 
prohibited  from  doing  this,  or  exchanging  any 
part  of  his  fare  for  those  small  articles  of  which  he 
■tends  in  need.  If  he  does  it,  be  is  liable  to  a 
heavy  penalty;  if  not,  he  is  liable  to  suffer  for  the 
want 

But  I  need  not  single  out  a  particular  part  of 
the  bill,  for  I  object  to  the  whole.  If  any  good 
ean  result  from  it,  let  gentlemen  come  forward 
and  show  it. 

Mr.  D&NA  said,  he  rose,  as  he  had  some  agency 
in  perfecting  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  to  say  that 
whenever  a  general  principle  had  been  adopted, 
alihoagh  he  might  have  been  opposed  to  that  bill, 
he  would  render  his  assistance  to  construct  the 

EroTisioDS  of  a  bill  amendatory  of  the  original 
ill, so  as  to  connect  it  perfectly  with  the  original 
principle.  But  as  he  did  not  wish  to  pledge  him- 
aalf  to  support  the  emba^,  and  as  it  might  be 
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supposed  by  some  that  if  he  voted  for  this  bill  bis 
opinion  of  the  original  measure  had  changed,  he 
should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Gardgnieb  said,  before  the  bill  passed,  he 
would  beg  the  attention  of  the  House  while  he 
stated  as  briefly  as  he  could,  the  objectioos  which 
he  bad  to  the  bill,  and  which  satisfied  his  mind 
of  the  impropriety  of  passing  it.  This  bill  ap- 
peared on  the  face  of  it  to  be  a  bill  sapptementary 
to  an  act  supplementary  to  the  law  laying  aa  em- 
bargo. The  first  tbiog,  said  he,  wbien  strikes  the 
mind  on  this  subject,  or  at  least  strikes  my  mtod, 
is  the  improper  name  which  has  been  given  to 
the  bill.  This  bill  is  in  my  conception  not  one 
which  is  intended  to  render  more  perfect  or  more 
certain  the  operation  of  the  original  embargo  act; 
it  does  not  proceed  upon  the  priocipte,  nor  is  it  bot- 
tomed upon  the  ground  of  the  original  embargo. 
It  is  totally  a  new  roeastire,  in  its  principles  and 
tendency  totally  different  from  the  one  to  which 
it  is  said  to  be  supplementary.  It  is  different  as 
to  the  causes  in  which  it  originated,  and  as  to  the 
operation  it  will  have. 

I  have  observed  on  a  former  occasion  that  the 
object  professed  by  the  President  when  the  em- 
bargo was  recontuneoded  to  the  House,  the  end 
which  he  intended  to  secure,  the  only  object 
which  be  intended  to  attain  on  that  occasion,  if 
the  Message  on  the  subject  is  a  document  from 
which  we  can  infer  his  meaning  or  obieet,  was 
to  secure  within  our  ports  and  harbors  the  ships 
and  vessels  of  the  United  States — not  to  cut 
the  trade  of  the  country,  because  that  trade  eveir 
one  knew  to  be  beneficial.  The  cessation  of  com- 
merce is  an  inevitable  and  unfortunate  conse- 
quence of  the  measure,  which  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  adopt,  but  coold  not  be  its  object  or 
intention.  It  is  an  evil  which  we  should  bare 
avoided  if  we  could,  consistently  with  the  princi- 
pal measure.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  advert  to  the 
principle  and  not  to  take  what  was  uofortonaielr 
the  effect  for  the  object  of  laying  an  embargo.  K 
this  question  were  at  this  time  put  to  the  Houae, 
supposing  a  way  by  which  we  could  secure  in  oar 
ports  and  harbors  4ttr  ships  and  vessels,  by  whieh 
we  coold  secure  the  continuance  of  oar  seamen 
in  the  country,  and  at  the  same  time  give  to  eom- 
merce  as  much  liberty  as  possible,  sboald  we  not 
all  be  extremely  happy  to  agree  to  it;  to  bare  oa 
the  one  hand  all  the  advantages  of  the  embargVL 
upon  supposition  that  advantage  will  result,  bm 
all  the  advantages  of  trade  on  the  other?  There 
could  have  been  no  difference  of  opinion  oa  the 
subject.  We  have  gone  on,  however,  from  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  original  embargo,  and 
acting  apparently  on  the  idea  that  the  effect  of  this 
measure  was  its  object.  We  bare,  by  the  first  em- 
bargo law  and  the  addition  to  it,  rendered  secoK 
our  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  Uaited 
States.  The  measure  of  eml»rgotben  is  in  com- 
plete operation  since  the  passaseof  the  second  law 
on  the  subject,  and  therefore  this  bill  is  not  neces- 
sary, in  my  eoncepiton^  to  the  operatton  of  the  em- 
bargo act.  What  then  is  the  leading  featureofihts 
bill?  That  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  Aall 
hare  no  tnde^  no  eommetee,  no  latetvoyrse  of  mnj 
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itmiKton  with  tb«  sabjeetf  of  uir  Power  what- 
ner.  Iwoutd  uk  every  candid  ffefitleman  wbeiber 
tluinaihe  object  of  tbe  embargo  act,  or  wbe- 
iWriiUDot  a  new  object?  Assaredly  ii  is.  It 
uaBon-iDtereourse  law,  and  ought  to  be  called 
if  the  Dime.  The  questtoo  ought  to  hare  been 
fuiljtad  plainly  prepounded  to  the  people  of 
tbeUQited  States,  whether  they  are  prepared  for 
ihv  wbich  will  piereot  them  from  trafficktog 
Htof  ibeir  own  territorial  line.  We  ought  to 
lire  all  matters  of  this  fort  fairly  proposed  to  us, 
tbtt  wt  majF  czereiae  a  soand  judgment  of  their 
^priety. 

Icemplain  for  othei  reasons  of  this  mode  of 
legHhiion.  The  subject  is  not  presented  to  us 
atitoB^t  to  be.  This  bill  is  calculated  to  lead 
fiitbvoa  tboM  who  have  given  aKlnetant  as- 
aeatto  tbe  former  measure;  when  in  Aict  and 
imih  it  is  the  introdnction  of  a  new  principle. 
Icaaaot  be  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  first  bill 
eoDteffl[^ted  one  measure  and  this  present  bill 
a&other.  Trusiiog,  therefore,  that  there  can  be 
BO  difficulty  upon  tbe  point  that  this  is  in  truth  a 
BOQ-iotetconrse  bill,  giving  to  the  original  em- 
bwjo  act  the  perfect  character  of  a  noo-inter- 
eoDfte  law,  coaverting  its  operation  from  what 
was  iu  original  intent  to  a  new  object,  and  hav- 
iae  beud  no  argument  in  the  House  to  show  the 
policy  or  necessity  of  the  measure,  as  I  consider 
u  a  new  step,  assumed  by  the  United  States,  and 
ai  it  will  affect  us  in  a  new  way,  I  cannot  yield 
my  assent  lo  it.  I  cao  find  no>  reasons  for  it.  I 
ym  ask  this  plain  question :  Will  the  citisens  of 
Ufuga  PowevB  on  oar  fro&tteis,  who  are  in  the 
babit  of  trafficking  across  the  line,  -nin  or  lose 
iMie  than  our  own  by  this  meawref  Will  it  be 
iw  more  by  oar  own  citizens  or  by  the  subjects -of 
those  territories  nearest  to  ours  ?  Our  own,  I  an- 
swer. It  may  not  be  levelled  at  them,  but  I  have 
bad  represeotationa  from  the  frontier  settlements 
alfew  York  on  the  subject,  stating  that  it  is  cal- 
enJated  to  operate  on  them  most  deplorably.  A 
great  pwtioo  of  those  settlements  areat  a  distance 
«  fram  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
niles  from  any  settlement  in  the  United  States, 
mm  which  they  can  obtain  the  necessary  articles 
«  which  they  stand  in  need.  In  these  countries 
ucnb  little  money.  The  articles  they  use  are 
«  necewty  the  result  of  exchange.  Now  this 
biU  IS  a  positive  hwrdship,  which  will  bring  die- 
tm>  CD  all  ib«  aettlers  on  the  vast  line  of  onr 
uoaiicr;  it  operates  directly  on  them,  and  in  what 
respect  ean  it  benefit  tbe  eonntry  1  Allowing 
uat  private  interest  must  be  sacrificed  to  poblie 
|w4)itffiiist  first  be  shown  how  tbe  public  good 
*w  be  promoted  by  the  sacrifice.  We  ought  not 
■■Vibeeuse  it  isa  sacrifice,  that  gOf>d  must  result} 
*Mt  because  we  oppress  a  part  of  the  country  we 
do  Merest  a  service. 

laeoaTeoience  and  distress  must  be  tbe  result 
ot  Uie  (^ration  of  the  iburtb  section  of  this  bill. 
proDibitiag  ezportation  by  land.  I^aying  out  of 
ail  objection  to  the  original  measure,  in 
*«(  of  view  are  we  benefited  by  this  bill  1 
™cei(»  the  best  light  in  which  you  can  view 
Ui  Toa  will  diairess  our  citizens  ia  the  same  pro- 


H.OI-R. 


portion  as  tbe  subjects  of  any  foreign  Power* 
This  will  be  a  mutual  suQeriog,  and  one  way 
of  trying  which  can  farthest  in  deprivation. 
But,  while  making  this  experiment,  what  do  wa 
gaini  We  receive  no  benefit;  we  distress  a  part 
our  citizens  without  doing  any  public  good.  It  ia 
therefore,  because  1  cannot  consent  to  render  more 
distressed  those  frontier  settlers  who  are  already 
.diiitressed  enough,  and  whose  situation  in  the  best 
of  times  is  uneasy,  that  I  object  to  it. 

Ii  will  be  seen  that  these  remarks  havenorela* 
tion  to  any  partialii]r  to  tbe  King  of  Spain  on 
the  South,  or  the  Kmg  of  Great  Britain  on  the 
North.  Our  citizens  in  both  situations  will  pro* 
bably  snflTer.  and  it  cannot,  therefore,  be  from  par- 
tiality to  either  nation  that  I  object  to  the  fourth 
section  of  this  bill.  It  is  because  none  are  safa 
from  the  nnivemal  suffering  that  I  object  to  the 
passage  of  this  biU. 

How  far,  during  a  negotiation  with  a  foreiga 
Power,  it  is  proper  as  a  matter  of  policy  to  tau 
measures  with  a  view  as  it  is  said  lo  bring  them 
to  terms,  I  shall  not  at  the  present  moment  dis* 
cuss.  This  is  not  important  to  the  passageof  tha 
bill.  I  rest  my  objection  lo  this  bill  sodely  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  useless  even  with  a  view  to 
carry  into  effect  the  general  purpose  of  the  em- 
bargo law. 

Mr.  Key  declared  that  he  should  vote  in  favor 
of  the  bill;  and  as  he  had  voted  against  the 
original  bill,  he  believed  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  assign  his  reasons  for  voting  for  this.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  proper,  said  he,  upon  correct  jH'inei'- 
ples,  although  I  opposed  a  measare  which  nereis 
ibeless  was  adopited,  lo  give  every  aid  to  carry 
into  effect  that  measure  wbich  a  majority  baa 
thought  proper  to  adopt.  Failing  in  my  efforts  Co 
prevent  the  embargo,  I  shall  stul  give  my  aid  to 
carry  it  completely  Into  effect.  From  other  mo- 
tives 1  shall  vote  lor  this  bill ;  I  understand  it  as 
calculated  to  give  efficiency  to  the  measare  in 
every  part  of  the  Union.  While  my  constituents 
are  deprived  of  a  market  for  their  produce,  from 
the  prohibition  of  Its  exporiation,  if  this  bill  does 
not  pass,  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens  in  imme* 
diate  proximity  to  settlements  of  foreign  nations 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  traffic.  Our  laws  should  be 
uniform ;  at  present  large  portions  of  our  country 
have  an  outlet  for  commerce,  and  the  emba^ 
law  operates  as  a  bounty  to  that  part  of  the  com- 
munity at  tbe  expense  of  the  remainder.  On  tha 
score  of  uniformity,  then,  I  deem  it  proper  to  pan 
the  law.  On  another'ground  also :  at  present  rea- 
sels  of  a  particular  description  may  carry  off  pro- 
duce to  vessels  lying  at  sea,  and  thus  evade  tha 
general  measure. 

Although  I  was  opposed  to  tbe  original  bill,  be- 
lieving tliat  the  principle  once  adopted  ought  to 
be  carried  iotoeffect,Iassign  thisreason  for  voting 
for  tbe  present  bill. 

Mr.  J.  Clay  said,  the  bill  before  them  in  its  first 
provisions  went  merely  to  secure  the  general  and 
tmiform  operation  of  the  embargo  law.  It  ia, 
said  he,  a  fact  well  known  to  a  number  of  gentle- 
men on  this  floor,  that  the  provisions  of  thai  law 
have  been  evaded  by  bmits  and  small  crali,  and 
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tfiese  are  tbe  sabjects  of  the  first  sections  of  the 
bill.  These  boats  hare  gone  off*  to  Tes-sels  of  Great 
Britain  with  the  produce  of  the  United  States. 
Whether,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  says, 
this  be  a  non-iDtercourse  or  an  etiil»rgo  it  is  im- 
iliaterial;  tbe  effect  of  every  embargo  must  be  a 
DOD-ezportation.  With  tbe  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland I  beliere^  whatever  may  have  been  my 
Opinion  of  the  ongioal  embargo,  that  ai  (he  prio- 
eiple  is  once  adopted,  it  is  tbe  duty  of  honest  men 
and  good  eitizeni  to  prereot  erasions  of  the  gen- 
eral measare  from  being  practised.  I  say  tbe 
same  in  respect  to  the  revenue  system,  to  the  ex- 
cise system  when  in  operation,  and  of  the  embargo 
now,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  honest  citizen, 
whatever  his  opinion  of  its  operation,  to  guard  it 
from  Tiolation  as  a  national  regulation. 

Another  reason  in  favor  of  this  bill  is,  that  un- 
less its  provisions  be  adopted,  there  in  do  possibility 
of  an  opportunity  forcitizenttof  the  Unite'd  States 
to  bring  back  an  immense  |)ortion  of  property  be- 
foograg  to  them  and  now  in  the  hands  of  those 
Powers  with  whom  we  are  at  variance.  I  men- 
tioned on  a  former  occasion  that  there  is  in  the 
island  of  Santa  Cruz,  the  property  of  a  single 
bouse  in  Philadelphia,  a  sum  or  eigbtj^  thousand 
dollars.  I  hare  in  my  possession  a  petition  to  tbe 
President  of  tbe  United  States  addressed  to  him 
under  the  idea  that  be  bad  a  discretionary  power 
to  permit  vessels  to  go  out,  the  prayer  of  which  is 
dtttt  the  petitioner  may  be  allowed  to  despatch  a 
TMsel  in  ballast  to  Santa  Cruz,  to  bring  home 
nropertyto  tbe  amount  of  eighty  tboosand  dol- 
lars. The  situation  of  that  island  is  peculiar.  In 
December  last  it  was  taken  by  a  British  force, 
the  commander  of  which  became  provisional 

Svemor.  On  the  88ih  of  December,  this  person 
ned  a  proclamation  allowing  the  exportation  of 
produce  for  debts  due  to  citizens  of  this  couotry, 
with  a  limitation  of  the  permission  to  tbe  term  oi 
tix  months, 

I  have  understood  that  tbe  construction  of  tbe 
(Mginal  embar^  law  does  not  authorize  tbe  Pre- 
sident to  permit  any  vessel  to  sail  except  on  pub- 
lie  service.  Tbe  sevoilb  sectton  of  tbia  act  em- 
powers the  President  of  tbe  United  Slates  to 
permit  the  departure  of  vessels  in  ballast.  Now,  if 
gentlemen  would  consider  the  seventh  section,  they 
Would  find  that  so  far  from  imposing  great  hard- 
ihips,  for  I  suppose  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts ^Mr.  Livbr^ore)  who  went  so  largely 
into  thesnbject  of  coraiherce  ia  general,  or  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gardenier,)  who 
dwelt  on  the  traffic  on  tbe  Lakes,  will  not  say  that 
this  is  an  injury,  and  so  far  from  being  a  restric- 
tion, it  is  a  great  advantage  to  the  country.  For 
these  reasons,  also,  I  hope  the  gentleman  from : 
Oonnecticnt,  rMr.  Dana,}  who  savs  he  will  vote . 
against  tbe  bill,  though  be  has  useo  his  endeavors 
to  perfect  it,  will  agree  to  give  bis  assent  to  it. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  it  was  not  bis  pur- 
pose to  take  up  much  time  of  tbe  House  on  a 
mbject  so  ofiten  discussed ;  bat  it  seemed  as  if 
gentlemen  were  determined  to  pursue  the  same 
irgument.  so  often  urged  and  so  often  repelled,  for 
tio  eartbly  purpose  but  to  mUead  tne  public 
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mind.  Their  observations,  said  be,  go  to  the  efibct 
that  this  bill  contemplatesameasure  distinct  from 
the  original  embargo;  Are  gentlpmen  disposed  to 
tell  us  that  we  do  not  understand  the  language? 
The  embargo  law  is  a  non-exportaiitm  taw,  and 
this  was  proven  to  be  the  sense  of  the  House  at 
the  time  of  its  passage.  Why  then  shonid  gentle- 
men now  rise  and  declare  that  this  bill  involves  a 
new  principle,  when  it  was  declared  to  be  a  non- 
exportation  law  b^  the  rejection  of  an  amendment 
to  allow  exportation  of  American  produce  io  for- 
eign bottoms  t  I  can  see  no  landaole  object  gen- 
tleman can  have  io  telling  us  that  this  bill  em- 
braces a  distinct  object,  ft  is  to  cArry  into  effect 
tbe  precise  object  of  the  embargo. 

What  do  eeotlemen  mean  bya  difference  be- 
tween tbe  object  and  effect?  When  a  measure 
is  adopted  it  is  to  produce  effect;  and  if  the  effect 
be  produced  before  the  object  is  answered,  that 
effect  is  as  necessary  to  the  object  as  the  measure 
itself.  What  was  tbe  object  or  the  embargo?  Not 
merely  to  keep  our  ciiizent  at  home ;  it  was  to 
keep  our  citizens^  commerce,  and  merehandite,  at 
home;  in  the  first  instance  to  prevent  their  being- 
taken  at  sea,  and  thus  becomiiig  the  cause  of  Im- 
mediate rapture,  and  in  the  next  to  keep  within 
ourselves  tbe  necessary  articles  for  our  coBsnmp^' 
(ion  in  the  ease  of  war.  It  was  essential  to  pfeaferro 
our  produce  for  our  own  use.  and  ke^  it  from 
being  of  use  to  our  enemies.  Does  tbe  genttemaft 
from  Massacbosetts  mean  to  tty,  that  we  onght 
to  be  careful  not  to  make  an  unfavorable  impre»* 
sion  on  Greet  Britain,  and  that  the  embargo  was 
not  intended  to  operate  on  foreign  Powers  but  on 
ourselves  ?  Now  I  conceive  that  though  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  tbe  embargo  was  to  preserve  our 
citizens  and  vessels  from  spoliations  and  capture, 
that  it  was  intended  to  have  an,  effect  on  other 
nations,  to  make  them  feel,  in  the  only  way  in 
which  we  could,  the  necessity  for  our  commerce  ; 
to  bring  them  to  terms  of  justice  by  tbe  only  wof 
we  could,  if  they  ever  can  be  brought  to  terms. 
This  was  the  object  of  the  embargo. 

But  let  it  be  reeoUeeted  that  during  the  disea»- 
sion  of  tbe  original  law,  the  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman IVom  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Blackledob,) 
to  permit  tbe  exportationin  foreign  vessels,  proved 
that  thesense  oftheHonsetben  was  that  no  produeel 
should  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  the  United  State*. 
Does  this  not  prove  the  propriety  of  passing  tbe 
bill  before  yea,  to  make  perfect  tbe  intended  oper- 
ation of  the  original  law  ?  Gentlemen  may  now 
take  all  the  goods  or  produce  they  wish  to  send  to 
foreign  countries  by  means  of  sleds  through  Ver- 
mont or  in  boats  across  tbe  Lakes  into  the  British 
provinces.  Where  then  will  be  tbe  operation  of 
the  embargo  law,  and  where  the  distinction  which 
tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  taken  be- 
tween a  non-exportation  and  a  partial  embargo  ia 
one  part  6(  the  Union,  while  another  part  is  ftea 
from  it  ?  t  can  see  no  consistency  in  such  reason- 
ing and  eannot  see  hew  gendemen  are  serioua  is 
making  these  representations  in  this  House, 
iog  us  that  mooejr  is  scarce  on  the  fVootier }  if  it 
is  scarce  on  one  side  of  the  line,  is  it  not  on  thn 
olb^  1  There  it  no  foundation  whatever  for  tlleae 
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H^ncDts.  The  trath  is,  tliat  whateTM  measare 
is  adopted  bv  the  QoTeinmeat  abould  press  equal- 
ly bard  on  ail.  I  hare  before  stated  my  seniiineDts 
OB  the  sobiect}  and  now  rise  that  it  may  be  du- 
tinetly  nnoeniood  and  not  go  abroad  otnerwise, 
thmt  this  is  a  part  of  the  original  measure  of  non- 
ezportati(Hi.  It  does  not  yet  operate  as  a  noo-in- 
mcourse.  Mmhandise  may  be  landed,  but  thej 
who  bt'iDg  it  can  take  none  away.  Hence  it  u 
mat  a  non-intereoane,  bot  is  and  ooght  to  be  a  non- 
exportation  measure. 

Mr.  LiTBRMOBB  said,  that  in  the  obserrations 
which  he  made,  he  had  alluded  to  the  motives  for 
the  origiaal  einbanio  as  expressed  by  tbe  Presi- 
dnit  of  tbe  United  States,  to  save  our  citizens  and 
property  within  the  United  States.  He  knew  not 
the  motives  which  actuated  gentlemen  in  voting 
for  it,  nor  did  he  call  them  in  qoestion  j  by  tbe 
same  role  he  could  not  conceive  it- proper  that 
they  should  call  in  question  tbe  motives  of  its  op- 
ponents. In  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
aylvania,  Mr.  L.  obserred,  that  it  wu  true  tb^re 
waa  a  princif^e  in  the  bill  which  be  should  like 
to  see  carried  into  effect ;  but,  he  eottld  not  swal- 
low the  nostrum  merely  because  there  was  honey 
in  the  cup,  but  should  endeavor  to  separate  tbe 
•weel  from  the  tuuer.  If  this  act  did  not  pass,  it 
by  no  means  followed  that  an  act  might  not  be 
produced  to  answer  this  object.  He  would  join 
with  the  gentleman  in  anything  to  qualify  or  to 
destroy  the  embargo.  Undoubtedly,  in  various 
parts  of  Europe,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  [voperty 
of  citiz«is  of  the  United  States ;  there  was  with- 
in the  grasp  of  a  certain  Power,  which  he  would 
not  name,  a  vast  amount  of  property;  and  he 
afaoold  be  willing  to  coDtriboie  his  vote  to  au- 
thorize oar  citizens  to  tning  it  home. 

It  is  aid,  he  observed,  because  the  embai|;o  is 
laid,  that  it  is  necessary  to  catise  this  additional 
i^ipresuon.   As  to  tbe  equality  of  the  law,  if  the 
qoeatioD  was  ia  what  way  we  could  do  the  most 
iojory  to  all^  tbe  argament  might  have  weight 
There  is  no  justice  in  the  observation  that  the  law 
should  be  carried  mto  effect  in  tbe  same  manner 
as  the  excise  law.  That  was  for  drawing  a  reve- 
nue iDto  the  Treasury  (tfthe  United  States ;  it  was 
theD  a  moral  duty  to  make  tbe  law  equally  bind- 
ing on  all.   This  is  a  totally  different  case.  First 
^ow  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
Onited  Sutes  that  this  should  be  passed.   I  have 
enlled  upon  gentlemen  to  do  this.  They  have  not 
done  it}  I  ^lieve  I  may  say  they  cannot  do  it. 
The  prevention  of  our  citizens  from  trading  to 
Canada,  is  certainly  an  injury.   Will  it  lidng 
aboot  this  political  revolution  which  seems  to  be 
expected  ?   It  is  but  a  fly  on  the  axle.   It  is  an 
egregious  mistake  to  suppose  that  preventing  a  few 
men  in  New  York,  Hassaebusetts,  or  Vermont, 
from  trading,  should  force  the  mighty  Powers  of 
tbe  earth  .to  give  up  what  they  conceive  to  be  a 
rishi.  Uy  a^umeots  have  not  been  answered. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  he  had  expected  this  morning 
that  this  bill  would  have  passed  without  their 
going  back  a^io  to  consider  the  principles  and 
poliey  of  the  embargo  law.  He  was  sorry  to  find 
thM  Una  was  not  the  ease.  Such  diaeoMant  at 
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the  original  act  existed  with  some  gentlemen,  that 
if  they  coirid  but  prevent  its  being  effisctual,  they 
would  he  well  pleased.  It  appears  to  me,  said  Mr. 
S.,  from  theconice  of  the  argament  this  morning, 
tiiat  we  have  altogether  fwgolten  the  situation  ffif: 
this  nation  at  the  time  the  embargo  law  passed. 
The  gentlemen  from  New  York  and  Massachu- 
setts, complain  loudly  of  tbe  hardships  of  the  peo- 

file  of  the  United  States  in  eonseqaence  of  the 
aw,  and  in  doing  so  have  gone  upon  the  ground^ 
that  the  United  Slates  was  in  a  perfect  slate  of 
quiet,  and  had  no  cause  of  complaint  afiiainst  any 
nation.  If  this  had  been  the  case,  I  should  ce^ 
lainly  never  have  voted  for  the  law.  What  was 
tbe  situation  of  the  country  at  that  time  ?  In  or- 
der to  do  justice  to  the  measure,  we  must  considsr 
ihe  state  of  our  foreign  relations  at  tbe  time  of  its 
adoption.  Will  gentlemen  preteod  to  tell  us  that 
our  ships  were  in  a  state  of  safety  after  the  Freneh 
decree  was  ptomulspted,  and  we  knew  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  British  deorces?  Canatnly  they 
will  not  say  this.  Was  it  not  then  neeessary  to 
pass  that  law  for  the  purpose  of  calling  home  our 
property  and  placing  it  in  safety  ?  So  far  gentle* 
men  seem  to  admit  we  ought  to  have  gone.  I  will' 
aide  gentleraeoj  whether  if  our  resseb  now  go 
abroul,  they  will  be  more  safe  than  they  were  at, 
that  time  1  I  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible  that  a 
ship  now  going  out  could  escape.  Geatlemen 
totally  overlook  the  operation  which  we  believe 
this  act  will  have  upon  thenations  with  whom  we- 
have  cause  of  complaint 

At  the  time  of  tbe  passage  of  the  embar^  law, 
this  Government  had  but  three  choices;  either  to 
submit  to  all  the  injuries  received,  go  to  war,  or 
lay  an  embann>.  Now  will  gentlemen  come  for- 
ward to  Uiis  House  and  dcolara  that  they  are  will- 
ing to  submit  to  all  injuries  ?  If  they  will  do  thai 
we  shall  tmderstand  them.  If  they  will  not,  I  ask 
tbem,  what  would  they  do?  Woald  theyjro  to 
war  7  I  suppose  they  had  rather  not.  Would 
they  lay  an  embargo  7  No,  they  tell  us.  They 
must  then  wish  to  submit^  to  how  their  nec^  and 
let  the  enemy  trample  on  it.  Have  they  forgot 
our  situation— the  capture  of  oar  seamen — tna 
outrage  oo  our  sovereignty  in  tbe  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake — our  vessels  carried  into  foreign  porta 
for  coodemnatioQ — and  would  they  indeed  have 
crouched  with  submission?  If  they  would  not,  I 
wish  them  to  come  forward  and  tell  us  what  they 
would  have  done.  We  have  laid  an  embargo} 
we  thought  it  a  lifter  evil  than  war,  and  we  hope 
it  will  produce  its  effect  If  genllemen  think, 
however,  that  we  are  mistaken,  and  can  propose  a' 
measure '  less  oppressive  and  equally  emctual,  I 
will  give  up  this.  But  if  they  will  take  no  mea- 
sures, but  tamely  bend  the  neck,  1  have  done  with' 
them. 

Mr.  LivEuiOBS  aaid  it  weald  b6  recolleeted' 
that  he  had  endeaTored  to  aroid  discnssion  of  the 
emba^  measare;  and  for  gentlemen  to  call  ap- 
on  its  opponent  to  show  reasons  without  a  foQ 
discussion,  was  not  jvoper.  He  was  ready  now 
to  go  into  a  diseussitm ;  and  he  avowed  bia  ioten- 
1  tion  to  bring  forward  a  resolution  for  a  repeal  of 
I  the  emhavgo  law,  tn  ordn  to  ^odnee  a  diseoasion, 
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and  would  then  meet  the  geDtleman  from  Penn- 
•ylvaaia  (Mr.  Shiue)  on  the  Koeral  priDciple. 

Mr.8L0iNsaid,al(bou^  hesoould  nodoubt  vote 
on  ibe  same  side  with  his  friend  from  PenDsylva- 
nia,  he  rose  to  express  a  different  sentiment  from 
his.  He  calls  upon  ibe  opponents  of  the  bill,  said 
Mr.  S.,  to  come  forward  and  gire  reasons  for  their 
opposition.  I  cannot  conceive  what  (he  gentleman 
would  wisbj  or  how  many  reasons  would  satisfy 
him.  The  opponents  of  the  bill  have  expressed 
their  objections  to  it  in  gross,  over  and  over  again, 
,and  I  have  been  tired  of  it.  For  were  tbey  lo  give 
their  opinions  from  this  day  till  June,  or  we  repel 
them,  It  would  not  alter  our  sentiments  one  way 
or  the  other.  We  understand  each  other  well ; 
they  say  they  do  not  approTe  the  embargo,  white 
we  thiuk  it  a  beneOt  What  reason  can  the  gentle- 
man have  for  wishing  tbeir  reasons  1  I  hare  but 
one  wish,  and  that  is  to  have  the  question. 

Mr.  Lton  conceived  the  original  embargo  to 
have  been  one  of  the  most  destructive  measures 
ever  adopted,  for  which  no  good  reason  could  be 
shown.  Can  you,  said  he,  ever  convince  the  na- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  adopting  it?  You  have 
been  ten  or  twelve  weeks  about  this  embargo,  and 
has  not  every  step  you  have  taken  in  regard  to  it 
been  convincing  to  the  people  that  you  did  not 
know  what  you  were  about  ?  It  shows  that  you 
did  not  understand  it,  that  you  are  so  long  in  mak- 
ing it  perfect.  The  people  are  looking  at  yon — 
they  ifiqnire  what  rou  are  about. 

One  of  the  groaoaa  on  which  this  measure  was 
^nnnriedi  was,  that  it  was  a  measure  adopted 
uiuer  the  Adnjnisttation  of  Washimotoh.  Gen- 
tlemen have  had  all  the  time  since  the  passage  of 
the  hill  to  find  a  better  reason.  Have  tney.fonnd 
it  while  patching;  up  what  I  call  an  abominable 
measure?  The  emoargo  is  not  a  measure  to  be 
approved  by  the  nation.  It  is  one  of  those  aoti- 
repubtican  measures  which  stops  the  operations 
of  agriculture  and  arrests  the  common  course  of 
business  ■ 

[The  Spbaeeb  declared  the  gentleman  to  be 
out  of  order.  He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  after  a 
hill  bad  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legislature 
and  received  the  signature  of  the  President,  and 
baoome  a  law,  that  it  could  not  be  made  a  subject 
oi  discussion.] 

Mr.  L.  eonceired  this  to  be  an  arbitrary  deci- 
sioD — [Mr.  L.  was  here  called  to  order  by  several 
goitlemen.]  Alihongh  he  was  eul  down  by  a 
Mcislon  that  he  eould  not  diseuss  the  embargo, 
on  reading  the  title  of  the  present  bill,  he  found  it 
vas  supplementary,  dbc;  hut,  said  he,  you  come 
to  the  embargo  at  the  end  of  the  title,  so  that  not- 
withstanding the  Speaker's  decision,  it  is  in  order 
to  speak  of  the  embargo. 

What  is  this  bill  to  effect  1  It  appears  as  thoogh 
it  was  determined  to  keep  the  embargo  on  next 
year.  Before  this  bill  can  reach  the  northeastero 
frontier,  ice  and  snow  will  have  taken  leave ;  so 
that  if  this  provision  against  sleds  means  anything, 
it  contemplates  the  existence  of  the  embargo  dur- 
ing the  iiext  winter~to  prevent  sleds  from  run- 
ning next  year. 

.  ThegenttenumfromTeaaesseeaskswhymODey, 
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is  scarce  on  one  side  of  the  line  and  not  on  the 
other  t  It  is  owing  to  the  embargo,  sir ;  the  peo- 
ple on  one  side  of  the  line  are  embalmed,  and  oa 
the  other  not.  I  perceive  that  some  gentlemen 
who  voted  against  the  embargo  intend  to  vote  for 
this.  If  I  wanted  to  obtain  popularity  I  would 
vote  that  all  should  be  embargoed  because  my  dis- 
trict is;  but  I  vote  against  gentlemen  for  their 
own  sake,  and  for  ihe  sake  of  the  nation.  I  wish 
to  stop  where  we  are ;  1  will  not  vote  for  this  as  I 
think  it  a  thing  unnataral  and  improper.  Every 
addition  you  make  to  it  renders  it  more  abomin- 
able— worse  and  worse.  I  cannot  Tote  for  it.  I 
think  this  is  a  proper  time  to  discuss  the  embargo; 
th4*  doors  are  open  now ;  but  it  is  a  subject  that 
will  not  bear  discussion.  I  will  ride  my  reputa- 
tion as  a  politician  agninst  any  of  those  who  sup> 
ported  the  measure.  The  nation  is  not  in  a  state  of 
quiet,  nor  ever  has  been  since  the  commerce  of  the 
nation  was  attacked  in  the  face  of  the  nation  by 
Republican  FVanee;  she  commenced  what  basted 
to  all  this.  I  avow,  and  can  prove  it,  that  she 
commenced  the  injury,  and  we  bore  it  patiently. 
An  experiment  isnow  made  by  her  an  tagonist  tosee 
what  we  will  bear.  All  the  nations  of  the  earth  are 
trying  what  we  can  bear.  I  would  take  a  course 
of  argument  to  prove  this ;  but  I  shall  get  on  the 
embargo  aeain,  which  it  seems  it  is  not  in  order  to 
discuss.  We  are  told  of  our  seamen,  our  poor  sea^ 
men!  A  few  days  ago  we  bad  before  us  a  bill  to 
employ  a  part  of  them ;  after  all  our  tears  and 
weeping  over  these  seamen,  what  has  become  of 
this  bill?  Forgotten.  This  is  the  most  ineon- 
sistent  conduct  i  ever  met  with  j  and  here  I  ie- 
dare  I  am  tired  and  ashamed  of  it. 

Mr.  CltiiMCT  made  observations,  calling  into 
question  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  on  the  pMnt 
of  order.  He  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  bill-  [Mr.  ^  was  repeatedly  called  to 
order  by  several  members.]  The  object  of  his  ob- 
servations was  to  deny  in  toto  the  correcmess  of 
the  Speaker's  decision. 

Mr.  Dana  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  the  diseas- 
sion,  for  thoogh  he  considered  it  perfectly  in  order 
now  to  discuss  the  subject  of  the  original  embargo, 
be  deemed  it  more  proper,  on  the  whole,  to  re- 
serve the  discussion  till  the  subject  was  brought 
before  them  on  its  own  merits  exclusively.  If} 
theiefere,  he  did  not  make  any  reply  to  the  obsei^ 
vatioDs  of  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  measure,  he 
begged  it  might  be  distinctly  understood,  that  be 
was  not  restrained  from  so  doing  by  the  idea  Atf 
it  was  not  perfectly  in  order  to  diseuss  the  object 
of  the  bill  to  which  this  was  amendatory. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  then 
takeUjand  rnolved  in  the  affirmatiTe— yeas  97, 
nays  29,  as  follows : 

YxAs— WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  Esekiel  Bacon,  Dsirt? 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker.  Burwell  Bassett,  WUIiam  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomu 
Blount,  John  Boyle,  flobert  Brown,  Wilbam  A.  Bw* 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calboun,  Qeargv  W. 
CsinpbeU,John  Campbdl,  Jowph  Clay,  MsttbewC»sy. 
John  Clopton.  HowsU  Cobb,  Richard  Ontts,  ioka  Dsw 
•on.  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Dnellt  J.  W.  AfSft 
WiUiaB  Findlsy,  Janes  Fisk,  Fraook  QaidBar,  fMif 
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MB  Ooodwyo^Isaiih  L.  Gren^Johii  Hentor,  William 
HdiBi,  William  Hoge,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Benjunin  Howard,  Kenben  Kampbrsya,  Daniel  Ikley, 
Jobn  0.  Jackson,  fiobert  Jenkins,  Riclurd  M.  John- 
aan,  Walter  Jones,  Thomaa  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Ke;, 
WiHiam  Kirkpatrick,  MeJiemiah  Knight,  John  Lam- 
bert, Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Llovd,  John  Love, 
llalhaDiel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Maatsrs, 
William  McCreeir,  Daniel  Montgomei^,  jr.,  John 
MoDtgmneiy,  Nieholaa  R.  Moort,  Jeremi^  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Onrdon  8.  Mumfbrd,  Roger  Nelson, 
Themaa  NMrbold,  Thomaa  Newton,  Wilton  C.  Nich- 
olas icbn  Pngh,  John  Rea  of  Pennajltania,  John 
Rbea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards, 
Samod  Riker,  Ijcmoel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jas. 
Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smiiie,  Jedediab  K.  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Sonthai^,  Richard 
Sunford,  Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  Jtdm  Taylor, 
John  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup, 
Jamea  L  Van  Allen,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel 
a  Veiplandc  Jesse  Wharton,  Rob^t  WhitehiU,  Isaac 
WIlbooT,  THvid  R.  WiUiams.  Marmadnke  Williams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Rieh.  Winn,  and  James  Witberell. 

Nats — Bpaphroditua  ChampiiMi,  Martin  Chitten- 
dan,  itibn  Culpepper,  Semnel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, junior.  Jamas  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Barent  Gar- 
denier,  Charles  Gold^reugh,  John  Hairis,  Edward 
St  Loe  Livemore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Jonah  Qninqr,  John  Rowan,  William  Stedinan,  Lewis 
B.  Sfenrgca,  Samuel  Tunart,  Jaba  Upham.  Nicholas 
Yaa  Vjht  and  KiDtan  K.  Van  Renisdaer. 


ToESDAT,  March  1. 

Mr.  Van  RGHseBLABH,  from  the  eommittfe  ap* 
poinced  on  the  iwenty-third  ultimo,  preseDied  a 
Dill  to  coDtinae  in  force  "An  act  to  extend  jarift- 
dietioD,  in  certain  cases,  to  State  Judges  and  State 
CSoariB  f*  which  was  read  twiee  aaa  «ommitted 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houst  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DAW80H,rr(Hii  the  committee  amoioted  4o 
■o  mach  trf  the  Message  from  thePresident  of  the 
Uaited  Stalea,  of  the  twenty -seventh  of  October 
last,  as  rdates  to  the  Military  and  Naral  Getab- 
liahmeats,  presented  a  bill  aatborizing  the  sate  of 
poblic  arms;  which  was  read  twice  aod  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Tallmadob,  from  the  committee  appointed 
om  thetweaty-fifthof  Jaaoary  last,  presented  a  bin 
••tfaoriziog  a  detaehmeat  from  the  militia  of  the 
United  Slates;  which  was  read  twice  aod  com- 
mitted 10  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hotue  to- 
morrow. 

The  Spbackk  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  traMmittiog  aa  ab- 
atnet  of  the  aambet  of  seamen  reffisterca  io  the 
an oal  collection  districts  of  the  Uniied  States, 
for  ihe  year*  oae  thousand  eight  hnadred  and  six, 
ud  one  thoosand  eight  handred  and  serea,  in 
porsaance  of  a  resolatioo  .of  this  Hoose  of  the 
ninth  of  Janoary  last ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
Arred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whtrfe  oo  a  reso- 
Istcioa  proposed  by  Mr.  Dana,  on  the  said  Dioth 
of  Jauury,  for  the  eocoDragement  and  security 
of  aeamea  of  the  Uuited  States. 

Mr.  BkBBBTt  mored  for  the  order  of  the  day, 
OD  the  bilt  cooeemiDg  public  cimtiatrti  j  which 
aotioa  waa  BogajLired—i?  to  39^ 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Van  Uobh  laid  upon  the  table  tho  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  had  been  rendered  Decessaryj 
in  bis  view,  from  i  he  debate  which  had  taken  place 
oo  the  euDtraet  bill : 

lUaehed,  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreaenhh 
tiveaofthe  United  Statea  of  AjiurUOf  in  Congreu  a»- 
aem6ud,im»-tklrAefbatkIbu9e»eeauurriagtl»tint 
That  die  following  amwidmNit  to  the  Constitntion  of 
the  United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of 
the  sereral  States ;  which,  whan  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three-fonrtha  of  the  said  States,  shall  be  ndid 
to  all  intents  sad  purposes  as  part  of  this  said  Coiurti- 
tntion : 

No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  Senator  or  Represeni- 
ative  in  Congreos  who  ^all  hold  any  office  under,  or 
be  bound  W  any  contract  entered  into  with,  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or 
officer  or  agent  thereof  at  the  time  the  election 
lake  [4ace.  Nor  shall  any  Senator  or  RepresentatiTe 
in  Congress,  if  he  shall  qualify  as  sach,  hold  any  civil 
office  or  appointment  under  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  make  any  contract  with  any  department 
or  officer  diereo^  during  the  time  for  whidi  he  sliaU  be 
elected. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  IJe  oq  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  ARMY. 
The  Honse  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  oo  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  to  raise  an  additioaal  mili- 
tary force.— [The  bill  is  reported  in  conformity  to 
the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  this  subject, 
with  a  few  rariatioDs  in  detail.  The  bill  contem- 
plates the  appointment  of  two  major  generals,  con- 
trary to  the  recommeodation  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.] 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  TALijui»ea,  all  that  part  re- 
lating to  major  generals  was  stricken  out— ayes  74. 

Sereral  amendraenu  were  made  to  the  details 
of  the  rarious  aeetimis,  not  affecting  gana^ 

object  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  BLOtntT  wished  every  person  entering  into 
the  serrtce  of  the  United  States  to  know  on  what 
conditions  they  entered.  To  sare  a  repetition  oi 
the  trouble  occasioned  by  former  applications,  on 
the  same  subject,  he  moved  to  add  the  following 
amendment  to  the  end  of  the  sereDtb  section : 

No  commissioned  officer,  non-commissioned  officer, 
muucian,  or  private,  shall,  after  being  diacharged,  be 
allows  to  set  up  any  claim  fi>r  half-pay,  commutatiMi, 
or  pension,  except  he  shall  have  been  dis^iled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  actual  service. 

Thisameodment  was  supported  by  Mr.  Blount, 
aod  opposed  by  Messrs.  Dawson,  Gardn£b,  Rhba 
of  Tennessee,  Taluiadob,  Diibbu.,  Smilib,  and 
Tatlob.  The  principal  objection  to  this,  wa^ 
that  the  eighth  section-of  the  bill  goes  to  the  sama 
object.  It  was  negatived  by  a  lane  majority. 

Mr.  Hblhs  offend  an  additional  seeiioa,  fixing' 
the  price  of  undmwn  rations  at  twenty-fire  cents 
each. 

After  a  representation  from  Mr.  Dawson,  that 
this  object  was  already  before  a  committee,  and 
that,  though  fhrorable  to  the  object,  he  must  rote 
against  it  nere,  Mr.  Hblus  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.BLOOHT  said,  if  there  should  be  war,it  would 
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be  neeentry  to  drtw  oat  ao  many  militia  as  that 
a  major  general  of  militia  might  be  iaciaded  io 
the  militia,  who  woald  take  command  of  tbe  r^- 
nlar  forces  in  preference  to  regular  brigadier  i^d* 
enU.  To  avert  thit  eril,  be  moved  a  nev  seetion, 
asthoriziog  tbe  President,  when  aetoal  war  with 
any  nation  sball  exist,  to  appoint  two  major  gen- 
erals.—Negatived,  ayes  2S. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strike  oat 
tbe  limitation  to  jwy  off  tbe  Army  for  any  longer 
time  Ihso  while  in  actual  service-— Negatived, 
ayes  4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  tbe  bill  as  amended.  Mr.  D.  stated 
that  he  did  not  intend  at  this  time  to  call  np  the 
reportj  and  it  ties  on  the  table  of  course. 

EXPORTS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  tbe  House  a  commn- 
aication  from  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  en- 
closing the  following  report : 

TaiitcBT  DsFABTinn-,  Feb.  37,  1606. 

8im :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  berewilh  a  state- 
meat  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandUe,  exported  from 
tbe  United  States  during  one  year  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  October,  1807,  and  auoantin^  to  9108,943,1S0. 
The  goods,  wares,  aad  narchandist,  ttfdMoestie  growth 

or  manofactore,  included  in  this  statement,  are  esti> 

matsdat  «48,6»9,693 

And  those  of  foreign  growth  or  mano&C' 

tnre,  at     -      -      -      .    '  ■      -  69,643,668 


Total 


$108,343,160 


Tbe  flmigii  goods  may  be  Avidad  into  thne  dasses, 
via: 

1.  AtHdes  OB  the  importatiim  of  wUeh  no  dn^  had 
been  collected,  they  being  free  ofAaty  fay  law, 

•s^oeo^iH 

9.  Artioles  liable  to  dnty,  and  iriiidiwsra, 
on  re-exportation  thereof  entitled  to 

drawback  48,806,943 

3.  Artioles  liable  to  daty,  bat  which  were 
not,  on  re-exportation  thereof  entitled 

to  drawback   0,367,601 


Total 


•  «60,e43,6&e 


Tbe  dnties  collected  on  tbe  importation  of  the  arti- 
cles of  the  third  class,  and  which,  not  being  paid  by 
conaumers  within  tbe  United  States,  are  derived  di- 
rectly from  tte  carrying  trade,  amount  to  $1,393,877, 
radnsiva  uttitt  additional  dnties  designated  by  the  name 
or   MeditMranaan  ftmd." 

The  artkJee  of  domestic  growth  or  manafactore,  ex- 
ported d<^g  liie  period  afaresaid,  mi^  be  arranged 
under  tha  Mhnnag  heads^  vb: 

Produce  of  the  sea  9S,M4,000 

Prodnos  of  the  forest  ....  1^76^000 
PraduceofagrieoHnre  ■  -  -  .  87,833,000 
Produce  of  manu&cturM  -  -  -  8,409,000 
Uoeertafai   179,000 


Total 


$48,700,000 


I  hava  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your 
obedient  servant,  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hie  Hon.  tbe  SrxAKia 


The  leport  n«d  dooanaata  wore  oidmd  to  b» 

printed. 

60TBRNMBNT  CONTRACTS. 

The  House  went  into  Committee,  48  to  37,  oik 
the  billconcerniog  public  contracts ;  Mr.Q.Dii(OT*» 
motion  to  strike  out  the  proviso  to  tbe  first  sec- 
tion beingstill  under  consideration.  Tbisproviso 
permiiB  members  of  Congress  to  make  a  contract 
where  en  immediate  delivery  of  the  article  cob- 
traeted  for  is  made. 

After  some  observations  from  Mr.  Q,oihct,  tbe 
motion  was  adopted — ayes  40,  noes  37. 

Mr.  KBIJ.Y  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  as  to 
preclude  members  of  Congress  from  making  a, 
contract,  which  shall  be  directed  by  the  Con^reaa 
of  which  Ve  is  himselfa  member.  He  conceived 
it  might  be  {H-oper  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  so  far ;  but  be  was  opposed  to  a  iarther  ex- 
tension of  the  principle. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bambit 
and  Kbt,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Kellv. 

Mr.  Rowan  spoke  at  length,  and  with  superior 
ability  ,agaiD8ttbeprinciple  of  tbe  IhII.  Hethou^t 
it  imposed  an  unconsiituiional,  needless,  and  la- 
eflectual  restraint  on  tbe  liberty  of  the  citizen. 

Mr.  Troup  replied.  He  observed  that  in  the 
event  of  war,  a  majority  of  this  House  might  be 
composed  of  contractors  under  Executive  influ- 
ence, whose  interest  it  might  be  to  perpetuate  the 
war,  and  the  evils  of  whose  cooduet  might  not  be 
corrected  withont  a  reaort  to  fitat  priaciples.  The 
peopla  of  GcorgtB  once  thought  their  Legialaane 
could  never  be  eompied,  but  they  found  ^ey 
were  mistaken;  their  represeotatires  were  cor- 
rupted by  a  land  specolauon. 

Mr.  J.  RHfia.  did  not  intend  to  have  apokea 
again,  as  he  had  heretofore  said  much  on  this  bitt; 
but  ea  new  arguments  or  sonaethiog  like  argu- 
ments had  since  been  offered,  he  was  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  replying.  Because  the  L^islatnre  of 
Gieorgia  had  been  corrupted  it  did  not  follow  that 
Congress  were  liable  to  corruption.  He  denied 
the  conclusion.  Mr.  R.  u>oke  at  length  against 
(he  bill,  and  insisted  that  the  word  ^office"  id  tbe 
Constitution  did  not  include  the  case  of  oootraet. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  thought  if  gentlemen  to  aett- 
citous  on  this  subject,  anrd  who  say  so  much  aboet 
fraud  and  corruption,  would  only  lay  aside  pas- 
sion and  carefully  examine  the  provisions  <^  tbe 
first  section,  they  could  not  swallow  their  oww 
bill.  If  the  bill  paasea^  a  member  of  Congress  kas 
only  to  get  a  eontraet  la  die  name  otm  third  pv- 
soD,  ana  the  law  is  nugatory.  If  gentlemen  will 
lay  aside  their  phrenzy  in  purifying  the  House  as 
they  call  it,  they  must  see  that  the  bill  can  answaa 
no  purpose.  He  wisbed  |[entl«nen  would  give 
up  this  parade  about  purifying  the  House—thia 
noise  about  fraud  and  corruption.  The  Houae 
bad  never  been  before  so  plaj^ual  and  harassed 
as  with  this  bill.  Everybody  is  tired  of  tha  dis- 
cussion, and  yet  day  after  day  tbe  subject  is  preesed 
upon  08.  He  thought  the  bill  a  horrible  thinj^ 
and  bad  not  words  to  express  bis  detestation  of  it. 

Mr.SiiOANsaid  it  was  kte  in  tbe  evening.  Tha 
powers  of  langoaga  were  aeaicely  soffisMBt  to 
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TViMuon  and  ofA«r  Otmer. 


H.  or  R. 


pKM  hii  teBtiments.  He  hoped  the  Committee 
wtaU  rise,  and  in  ibe  morDinc  he  woald  attemirt 
t»gire  bis  seatiments  on  (he  bill.  Mr.  S.maTed 
that  tb«  Coramittee  rise. 

Mr.  H.  Cut  said  the  Hook  bad  ^et  an  boor 
M  ipBr&  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  New 
kmj  (Mr.  Sloak)  would  go  on.  He  would 
Inr  aiaa  with  a  great  deal  of  pleaswe. 
Mr.  Sloan's  motion  wat  lost— ayes  45,  nee*  51. 
Ur.  J.  Cut  conceived  that  a  contraietor  was 
m  oiEcer  mder  th«  Constitntieo  of  the  United 
fVlairi,ini'  therefore  ezdoded  from  a  seat  in  Con- 
ptm.  Bui  as  this  exposition  had  not  been  reci^ 
need  he  woald  porye  the  Hoase  of  ETccotire  io- 
tocnce  by  posuire  taw,  otherwise,  they  might  see 
the  time  wtiea  cootricts  would  be  ofiered  to  mem- 
bers to  destroy  their  indcpendeoee  and  engage 
tlwm  is  the  iodiaerirainate  support  of  a  corrupt 
Adaiioistration. 

The  bill  was  farther  supported  by  Mr.  Shiub 
and  Mr.  Kar,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Rowam,  when 
Ike  Commiitee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
'  kaTe  to  sti  ag^io. 


WfiONEiBDAY,  March  2. 

Mr.  Fi8c  presented  to  the  House  a  memorial 
of  James  Jay,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying 
the  Hquidatioo  and  settlement  of  a  claim  agaiast 
tke  United  States,  for  moneys  advanced,  and  ser- 
vkes  rendered,  of  an  imporiaat  and  secret  nature, 
dinriagtlie  Rcrolntionary  war  with  Great  Britain. 

fhSendf  That  the  seid  memorial,  tt^ether  with 
a  former  petition  presented  to  this  House  on  the 
wne  subject,  and  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
Bute  and  of  a  select  committee  thereon,  be  re- 
terred  to  Mr.  Fisk.  Mr.  Kelly,  Mr.  Swabt,  Mr. 
BowAan,  and  Mr.  Lbhubl  J.  ALrroH,  to  examine 
and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupop, 
to  t}ie  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  io  farther  addition  to  an 
set,  entitled  '^Ao  act  to  amend  the  Judicial  system 
of  ibe  United  States;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
tbcreiB,  the  bill  was  reported  without  amendment, 
and  scdoed  to  be  engrosaedj  and  read  the  third 
tunc  to*morrow. 

TRBA80N~AND  OTHER  CRIMEB. 

l6.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
i#aa  referred  so  much  of  the  Mesuge  from  the 
F^'dent  of  the  United  States,  of  the  twenty  ser- 
enlbofOctober  last,  as  relates  to  enterprises  against 
^  public  peace,  and  the  means  of  preventing  the 
■me,  and  panisbing  the  anthors,  presented  a  bill 
ia  ponisb  eooapincica  to  commit  tctason  against 
Ike  Hailed  Stales ;  whioh  was  read  twice  and 
■Willi  il  ID  n  Committee  of  the  whole  on  Hm- 

'"^b^ianfollewt: 

A  n  to  ponish  enmlraeles  to  esmndt  treason 

•g^aH  tta  UiM  0Mlea. 
Bf  &  inkf iif,  hftktatniOetmd  Hoake  tifnmn. 
MMfaw  ^  flbe  ONM  AMer  •fAiatrieih  m  Cen- 

CI  ONcasUBd;  That,  ftom  and  after  the  passage  of 
act,  ir  any  Mnoas  diall  comUne,  coaAdent^  or 
~    tttlsnywacaffafastths  UnUsd  Stalesjerto 


adhere  to  their  enemies,  Mid  to  gtre  them  aid  and 
foit,  he  or  they  rinU  be  deemed  guiltyef  a  omqpiiaey 
to  eommit  ttaasD» usinst  the  United  Stales;  and,  en 
ooBTietbm  of  sodierime  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States  baving  jurisdiction  thereof,  ahdl  be  punisbed  by- 

a  fine  not  exceeding  dollars,  nor  leas  than  — 

doUara,  and  by  imprtaonnMot  notexceeding—— years, 

nor  leu  than  ,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Bsc.  S.  And  be  it  farther  enaeted.  That  the  penon 
or  peraras  so  convicted  aa  aforesaid,  shall  enter  into 
recognisance,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  Btrretiet,  br 
his  or  their  giiwd  b^aviotlr,  in  audi  sum,  and  for  audi 
time,  as  the  ooartjbefim  whom  he  or  they  may  be  tried, 
shall  oBder  and  direct 

Doeument  iKeompmymg  the  biH  to  punuih  eonwinh 
ate,  to  commit  trmaon  agaitut  the  Vhiied  Staiei. 

Dacavaan  9, 1807. 

Sta:  The  qnasdrnw  proposed  in  yom  letter  of  dio 
24th  oltimo,  embrace  an  important  and  deHcabs  aabgeeli. 
I  have  given  them  that  consideration  they  jostly  nHcil* 
and  ra^iectftilly  satoit  the  reanlt  of  my  refleetkms. 

Tbe  sentiment  eipresaeJ  by  an  able  and  enU^teDsd- 
writer,  that  mrj  pontabmsnt,  which  is  not  absolutely 
neceseaiy  for  the  peace  or  aafetf  of  soesety,  is  nnjuat,  1 
believe  to  be  perftctly  correct.  When  revinng  any 
part  of  the  penal  code,  for  the  purpose  ot  dbeovering 
Its  defects,  and  of  enlarging  the  sphere  of  cri*"lnrii^, 
we  should  proceed  with  eantum  and  i»ndsneet  a^ww 
should  not  add  to  the  catalogue  of  lAnees  unless  oft 
soAcisnt  grounds. 

Feehng  the  just  indoance  of  these  renarka,  and  re- 
laetant  as  I  am  to  increase  the  Bat  of  crintea,  I  think 
experience  has  evinced  the  neeeaaity  of  some  flirther 
provislomH  to  preserve  ttw  peaee  of  tbe  United  States 
against  the  ontarpriies  of  designing  and  amtations 
men. 

The  next  question  impoaea  a  task  more  difficult ;  the 
mode  in  which  the  defiaeney  may  be  eActotdl;  rem** 
died.  This  subject  opena  a  wide  field  for  discaanon, 
and  admita  of  great  diversity  of  opinion. 

It  is  with  no  personal  satis&ctiim  that  I  propose  to 
the  coBflideTation  of  tbe  committee,  the  propriety  of 
punishing  combinations  and  conspiracies  for  tbe  par- 
pose  of  committing  treason  against  the  United  States. 
The  Constitntion  has  wisdy  dsfined  tbe  crime  of  trea- 
son; but  it  must  be  obvious  that,  before  this  mme 
is  consommated  by  an  overt  act  of  levying  war,  the 
public  peace  may  be  disturbed  and  the  public  safety 
endangered,  hj  ue  previous  preparations  for  such  an 
event  Though,  in  vmrions  parts  of  the  Uiiion  eon- 
spiratora  who  intend  the  destruction  of  onr  Govern- 
ment are  preparing  Uie  means  to  aecwnplisb  their  ob* 
ject,  by  providing  arms,  ammunition,  «id  warlike 
stores,  they  are  subject  to  no  poniabment  tbe  exist- 
ing law^  miless  war  has  been  actoany  hned  by  them 
against  tbe  Utttted  States.  It  would  eesm,  ttiwsfae, 
eesential  to  Uie  |M:eaerv«tion  of  the  paMie  peace,  ttiat  a 
ctmwiraey  to  commit  treason  againat  the  United  Stataa 
should  be  punished  in  audi  manner  aa  will  be  most 
likely  to  reform  the  criminal,  and  to  deter  others  from 
the  commission  of  the  same  offence.  Perhaps  a  proper 
part  of  the  judgment  would  be,  to  render  offimdera  in- 
capable  of  holding  any  office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust, 
nnder  thrt  Oovw^anMnt  which  th^  censored  to  de- 
stroy. 

The  law  relative  to  enterprises^  began  or  set  on  foot 
within  the  bosom  of  onr  own  counby,  against  a  natimi 
with  whMn  we  are  at  peao^  merits  revision,  abd  win 
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nqaire  soma  anundmeiitt.  The  ol^eet  of  thia  hwu  a 
salutaiy  one ;  but  iti  laopugc,  not  defiaint,  with  Bof- 
ficient  aecuracj  and  cortainty  the  offences, 'haa  pveo 
birth  to  much  dispute  aa  to  ita  legal  and  proper  con- 
struction. Enterprises  against  Dations  at  peace  with 
ns,  have  been  too  frequently  projected,  sot  to  call  the 
serious  attention  of  the  L^:i^ure  to  this  interesting 
mbjecL 

Let  me  also  recommend  "the  employment  of  means 
fi»r  the  benevolent  purpose  of  preventing  crimes,"  to 
Use  the  language  of  Judge  Wilson. 

The  only  law  of  the  United  States  on  this  subject, 
will  be  found  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Acta  of  Con- 
gress, page  231.  This  is  conceived  in  very  general 
terms,  and  authorizes  securi^  of  the  peace,  or  for  good  be- 
haviour, to  be  taken  in  cases  arising  under  the  Consti- 
totioB  and  laws  of  &e  United  States,  in  tiie  same  man- 
iwr  as  under  Uie  laws  of  the  aeveral  States.  In  some 
respects  the  provision  may,  in  practice,  beincompatftile 
wiui  the  Conetitotion  of  Uie  United  States.  By  one  of 
the  amendments,  which  now  form  a  part  of  that  instru- 
ment, no  person  ean  be  arrested  or  committed,  unless 
npon  oath.  In  some  of  the  States,  whose  Constitu* 
titma  have  not  a  similar  provision,  and  where  the  com- 
mon law  is  in  force,  an  oath  may  not  be  coosidered  as 
■beitotely  necessary. 

An  act  of  Congress  specifically  providing  in  all  cases 
whm  it  should  be  made  appear  on  oa^  Uiat  there 
ynn  joat  grounds  and  pnbaUe  cause  to  believe,  that 
any  person  was  about  to  conuait  a  crime  against  the 
United  States,  he  should  be  compelled  to  give  security 
of  the  peace,  or  for  hia  good  behaviour,  would  be  a  pru- 
dent measure,  calculated  to  secure  the  public  tranqail- 
lUy.  The  law  might  be  so  guarded  as  to  prevent  its 
Mng  used  to  the  impression  of  individnala. 

1  uva  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  very  respectfully, 
O.  A.  RODNEY. 

Hon.  Sow*  RairooLrn. 

PUBLIC  CONTRACTS. 

The  House  then  resolTed  tuelfintoa  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  coneerDing  poblie 
eontractSj  51  to  24. 

A  motion  made  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  that 
part  which  excepts  contracts  for  lands,  was  nega- 
tived, 50  to  36. 

Mr.  Blacklgdoe  moved  a  section  to  direct  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Nary,  and 
the  Postmaster  General,  to  make  annual  reports 
of  crerjr  oootnct  made  by  them  the  year  preee- 
dioff,  and  every  particular  respeoiing  them. 

This  amenament  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
BucKLBDQB,  Taylor,  aod  Stanford,  on  the 
ground  that  this  would  furnish  the  House  with 
evidence,  without  the  pain  of  calling  for  informa- 
tion from  the  Departments  respecting  any  parti- 
cular member;  that  it  would  betides  exhibit  par- 
ticulars which  oo^ht  to  appear;  it  would  be  a 
means  of  iuformaiion  to  the  people  of  the  price 
of  contracts,  and  might  produce  a  reduction  in 
tlie  price  of  articles  purchased  for  the  United 
States;  that  many  ariietes  which  now  cost  the 
United  States  twenty  dollars  a  barrel,  may,  if  it 
were  known  to  the  people,  be  had  for  twelve  or 
Sf^en;  that  this  had  been  erittced  by  (he  publi- 
cati^  respecting  contracts  for  carrying  tbe  mail, 
by  which  the  serrlce  had  been  done  at  a  much 
lower  rate. 


Tbe  amendmeat  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Bur- 
WELL  and  HoLUtHD,  ou  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  an  useless  expense  to  provide  for  the  paUicRp 
tion  of  the  annual  account  of  these  officers,  foim- 
inga  votunoe  of  documents  of  no  importance  or 
interest  to  the  nation ;  that  there  would  be  no  dif- 
ficulty on  application  in  obtaioiag  informatiOD  in 
relation  to  any  partieular  member  suspected  of 
being  a  contractor. 
The  Amendment  was  adopted,  ayes  55. 
The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  tbebilL 
Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  aaid 
amendments:  Whereupon,  the  first  amendment 
being  twice  read,  to  strike  out  the  proriso  in  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  eoutaining  toe  words  fol- 
lowiog,  to  wit: 

-  Provided,  That  diis  restriction  shall  not  be  emt- 
stnted  to  extend  to  the  purchase,  where  iaimediat*  d*- 
Itvety  is  had,  and  immediate  payment  is  made  of  ani" 
propw^,«riiich,at  the  time  Msnehpnrdiase,  was  6oM 
Jidc  the  property  o^  and  belonging  to,  any-snch  mMK- 
ber,  or  members,  in  hia  or  their  right,  or  as  assignee 
in  law,  or  foct,  not  purchased  or  procured  in  ooose- 
quence  of  any  previous  arrangement  with,  or  promtM 
from,  any  pnbue  officer,  or  any  agent  of  sndi  pnUis 
officer. 

And  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  concor 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  tbe.ir  agree- 
ment to  tbe  said  amendment,  it  passed  ia  the  ne- 
gative—yeas 19,  nays  73,  as  follows ; 

YxAS— Lemuel  J.  Abton,  Joseph  Baiter. John  Btake* 
jr.,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Richard  Cutts,  William  Ely^  Fran- 
da  Gardner,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  William  Hdma,  James 
Holland,  James  Kelly,  Lambert,  Sdward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  John  Mmitgomeiy,  John  Rhea  of  Tenne** 
see,  Clement  Storer,  PMer  Swatt,  Samuel  Taggact,  and 
Isaac  Wibonr. 

Nats— Ezekiet  Bscon,  Burwell  Basselt,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Bpaphroditns 
Chamroon,  Martin  Chittenden,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Jtrim  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deane,  Jo* 
seph  Desha,  Damet  M.  Dnrell,  James  EUtot,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  Peterson  Good  wyn,  John  Har- 
ris, John  Heliter,  William  Hoge,  David  Hotanee,  Da^ 
iel  Osley,  Rdbert  Jenkins,  lUcbard  M.  Johnson,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lew- 
is, jr.,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Gurdon  B. 
Mnmferd,  Thomas  Newbi^d,  Thomas  Newton,  l^miK 
diy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Jacob  Riehar^  Matthias  RtdiBrds,  Lm- 
uel  Savryer,  Bbeoexer  Beaver,  James  Sloan,  Dennfe 
Smelt,  Jedediah  K.  Smtlh,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  South* 
ard,  Rit^ard  Stanford,  WiUiam  Stedman,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Benj.  Tallraadge,  Jtdm  Taylor,  John  Thoap> 
son,  Alvam  Trigg,  Daniel  C.  VeipUnck,  Jesse  Whar* 
ton,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexander  Wibon.  Biohaid 
Winn,  and  James  Witherell. 

The  other  amendments  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  being  twice  read,  were,  on  the 
question  severally  pat  thereupon,  ogned  lo  bjr  the 
House. 

A  motion  wat  then  made  by  Mr.  B[,.ACKLBDei, 
farther  to  RDaend  the  said  biU  by  suiking  out  tbe 
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IbUowiig^  words  in  the  first  seetion,  ro  wit :  "  and 
trrvj  aaeh  eootraet,  bargain,  or  agreemeot,  sfaalt 
bft wnaed  Mud  taken  to  bie  amoluteljr  Toid,  and  of 
■oe&ct,  wb«ibcr  such  eontract,  bargain,  oragree- 
meot  be  opealf  or  eoTrrtly,  in  the  whole,  or  in 
part,  for  the  use  of  any  sneh  member,  as  afore- 
Mid:"  and  tbe  question  being  taken  tbereapoa.'it 
pB-«ad  in  tbe  negatire. 

Ordered^  That  tke  said  bill,  with  the  ameod- 
■ents  afrwd  to,  be  cngnmfd,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-monow. 

SALE  OP  ARMS. 

The  Hou5e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  oD  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  cer- 
tain arms.  The  Committee  having  gone  through 
the  bill  reported  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  to  add  a  new  section  to  tbe 
bill,  requiring  tbe  purchase  money  for  anas  to  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  be- 
jore  delivery. — Carried,  42  to  35. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  as  there  was  a  thin  House,  he 
hoped  geotlemen  would  not  lake  advaota^  of  tbe 
cireutnsiance,  and  push  the  bill  on  to  a  third  read- 
ing in  ita  present  shape.  Had  there  been  a  full 
Hoose,  he  wa»  convinced  the  amendment  would 
not  have  passed.  He  therefore  moved  that  tbe 
hill  lie  on  the  table.— Agreed  to,  39  to  35. 

There  being  considerable  difficulty  in  transact- 
ing business,  and  in  retaining  a  quorum  within 
the  bar,  the  House  adjourned  at  two  o'clock. 

TbcrsoaY]  March  3. 

Tbe  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  accompanying  his  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Gassaway  Watkios,  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  referred  to  bim  by  order  of  tbe 
House,  of  tbe  twenty-fourth  ultimo}  which  were 
Tend,  and  laid  on  tbe  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JcaeHUB  Morbow, 
Setolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  to  the  revenue  districts 
CM  Lake  Brie,  and  within  the  State  of  Ohio,  the 
DroTi»ions  of  an  act  eotitled  "An  act  to  extend 
inrisdiction,  in  certain  eases,  lo  State  Judges  and 
State  Coucu:"  and  that  they  report  by  hill}  or 
olberwiae. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jxrehiah  Morrow, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  on  tbe  first  in- 
slanc,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  "An  act  to  ex- 
tend jurisdiction,  in  certain  cases,  to  State  Judges 
and  State  Courts,"  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
aideration  thereof}  and  that  the  said  bill  be  com- 
muted to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Cooc,  from  tbe  committee  appointed,  the 
Iweatf-nukih  of  October  lasi^  on  so  much  of  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
Um  tweaty-aerenth  of  the  same  month,  as  relates 
to  oat  iaiereonrse  with  tbe  Indian  tribes, presented 
a  bi'li  for  ratablishing  trading  houses  with  the  lo- 
dina  tribes;  which  was  read  twice  and  eommitted 
lo  ■  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Tueiday  next. 


H.opR. 


An  eDg:rossed  bill  in  farther  addiiioo  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of 
the  United  States,"  was  read  tbe  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  communicated  to 
the  House  certain  resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  expressive  of 
their  confidence  in  the  present  Administration  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  and  cf  their 
determination  to  support  such  measures  as  may 
be  adopted  to  vindicate  the  national  honor  and 
safety  against  tbe  belligerent  Powo*  of  Barope.** 

The  said  resolutiona  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

GOVERNMENT  OONTRACTS. 

The  engrossed  bill  concerning  contracts  beiiig 
read  for  the  third  time;  and  after  a  debate  in 
which  Messrs.  Holland,  Sloah,  and  Cooe,  op- 
posed the  bill,  it  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 
65  to  44,  as  follows: 

T<  Ai — LemuelJ.  Alston,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard, 
BerweH  Baswtt,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Black* 
ledge,  Jehn  Blake  jr.,  Thos.  Blount,  John  Boyle,  George 
W.  Campbdl,  John  GampbaU,  iomfh  Clay,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobt^  John  Dawaon,  Joaeidi 
Desha,  Jt^n  W.  Eppea,  William  Pindlcy,  Petenon 
Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Harris,  William  Hoga^ 
David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jacluoa,  Richard  M.  Johoson, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Kay,  Nebe- 
miah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  Lloyd,  John 
Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  WUUam  Mo^ 
Creery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Montgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Gordon  8.  Mamfbrd,  Roger  Nelson,  l^omaa  Newton, 
Wilson  C. Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Jacob  Richards,  Samael  Riker, 
Ebeneur  S«aver,  Dennis  tlmelt,  John  Smilie,  Samael 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Abram  Trigg, 
George  M.  Troop,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Ver- 
I^ck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Wbitehill,  Isaac  Wil- 
boor,  David  R.  Wiltiams,  and  Maimaduke  Williams. 

Nats— Willis  Alston, Jr.,  Joseph  Barker,  William 
Butler,  JosofA  Calhoun,  Epaphroditns  Champion,  Mar< 
tin  ChUtendiBn,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Culpepper,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Josiah  Deane,  Daniel  M. 
Durcll,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Francis  Gardner,  a 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heister,  William  Holms,  James 
Holland,  Daniel  Ilslcy,  Robert  Jenkins,  James  Kelly, 
John  Lambert,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newbold.  Timo* 
thy  ntkin,  jr.,  Jtdin  Pngh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Rowan,  James  Sloan,  Jedediah 
K.  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Slorer,  Lewis  B. 
Sturgea,  Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaQ- 
madge,  John  Thompson,  Alexander  Wilsmi,  Btdiard 
Whin,  and  James  WithereB. 

MILITARY  COURTS. 
Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  50  to  43,  on  the  bill  concerning  Coorta 
Martial  and  Oooru  of  loqairy. 
.  The  Oist  section  of  the  oitl  having  been  read,  as 
follow* : 

**  That  in  every  eaas  where  the  attendance  of  any 
person  not  in  the  military  or  naval  servke  of  the  Unit* 
ed  States,  Aall  be  neeemaiy  as  a  witness  befcre  a  nfl- 
itaiy  or  nanl  oowt  martial,  a  sonmoBa  may  ba  lamed 
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oat  of  any  court  of  the  Uoited  States,  and  the  clerk  of 
an;  niah  court  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aotborized 
and  required,  upon  due  application  in  writing,  by  the 
judge  advocate,  or  paftjr  offlctftting  as  such,  or  by  the 
patty  accused,  to  issue  sudi  sammotu,  requiring  such 
witness  to  appear,  and  pve  evidence  before  such  court 
martiafor  court  of  inquiry,  and  upon  good  and  suffi- 
cient cause  shown,  verified  by  affidavit  before  any  judge 
of  any  court  of  the  United  States,  and  the  same  being 
certified  by  such  judge,  and  prodnced  to  the  clerk  to 
urtiom  application  as  aforesaid  shall  be  made  for  any 
raauiKnis,  the  said  witness  in  such  sununons  may  be 
ftzther  directed  and  leqitired  to  exhibit  in  evidence  be- 
fcn  radi  court  martial  or  court  of  inquiry,  any  paper, 
decnment*  or  record  in  his  possession,  power,  or  con- 
trol; and  in  every  summons  to  be  issued  in  virtue  of  this 
act,  some  certain  day  shall  be  appointed  for  the  same 
to  be  retomed  to  the  proper  conrt  martial  or  court  of 
inquiry,  and  for  the  appearance  of  the  witness.  And 
tvMry  summons  as  aforesaid  shall  be  directed  to  the 
marshal  of  the  district  in  which  such  witness  may  re- 
side or  may  happen  to  be ;  and  iot  every  defiinit  in  not 
dui^  serving  and  retoming  any  sumnuHU  as  afinesaid, 
the  marshal  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  and 
to  be  proceeded  against  in  like  manner  as  if  he  had 
nude  such  defoult  in  not  serving  or  returning  any 
snmmoDs  or  citation  in  causes  depending  in  the  dis- 
trict conrt  of  the  United  States  twlden  in  the  district  or 
Territory  whereof  he  nuj  be  marshal." 

Mr.  J.  MoNTOouBBY  mored  a  verbal  amend- 
ment to  the  section. 

Mr.  J.  Cljlt  could  not  see  what  oeeessity  there 
couid  be  for  investing  milharjr  courts  with  such 
extraordioarf  powers.  In  order  to  produce  a  dis- 
cussion which  might  throw  some  ligutOD  the  sub- 
ject, he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
t^ll. 

Mr.  J.  MoNTaoHERT  said  he  could  only  state 
the  reasons  which  ioflaeuced  him  to  give  his  as- 

.  sent  to  the  introdsctiou  of  the  bill.  A  letter  from 

■  the  Ptendent  of  the  Uoited  States  on  the  subject 
of  the  powersgiTen  to  courts  of  inquiry  had  been 
reierrea  to  a  «oiBiiiiUee  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 

-ber.  When  the  rabjeet  was  before  theeonimit. 

-  tee,  said  Mr.  M.,  tbey  examined  the  present  exist- 
ing laws  with  respect  to  the  manner  of  obtaining 

-CTidence  in  courts  of  this  descrtptton.  It  was 
found,  upon  examination  of  the  existing  laws  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  that  in  all 
instances  which  do  not  affect  life  or  limb,  deposi- 
tions may  be  taken  before  a  civil  magistrate;  but 
there  are  no  r^ulatioDs  by  which,  in  a  case  af- 
fecting life  or  limb,  to  permit  the  person  accused 
to  oblaio  teslimooy  of  persons  who  are  not  in  the 
military  or  oavai  service.  It  was  discovered  that 
an  officer  or  soldier,  who  certainly  does  not  cease 
to  be  a  citizen  by  entering  into  the  Army,  cannot 
obtain  the  beoeSt  of  evtoenee  other  than  of  per- 
•onaiD'the  military  or  oaral  serTlee.  For  that 

.  nuoo,  and  from  thar^esratations  of  officers  on 
the  subject,  it  was  foaod  necessBry  to  report  this 
biU  for  the  regulation  of  bU  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry.  Erery  person  charged  with 
any  offence  before  any  ewirt  is  eotttled  to  a  trial 

.and  to  a  proper  defence;  bat  under  the  present 
laws  there  is  no  power  lo  compel  testimooy,  so 
thatanuliiary  man  is  Uable  to  loss  his  Itf^  al- 


though perfectly  ionoceat,  because  he  cannot  «^ 
tain  evidence.  In  civil  cases,  the  laws  btvepw- 
vided  compabory  process,  in  suiu  for  proper^ 
between  A  and  B,  where  the  amooBt  is  not  Mr* 
haps  more  than  £10,  or  from  iheTafaHof  ontsllit- 
Hog  to  millions  of  money,  the  parties  haie  the 
ben^t  of  eompalsory  process  to  obtain  evideaM^ 
and  while  in  caaes  affecting  the  life  of  aseldiat 
or  officer  there  is  no  power  to  compel  tetttmnr- 
It  was,  therefore,  thought  proper  not  only^tliBttM 
case  alluded  to  in  the  PresidentV  Message  sboaM 
be  provided  for,  but  that  a  bill  should  oe  iatro* 
duced  making  a  general  provision  in  like  cases. 

Mr.  Rowan  was  opposed  to  this  bill,  and  hoped 
that  the  time  would  never  come  wbenitshonM 
be  necessary  to  keep  a  standing  army  orgaoized 
for  the  internal  defence  of  the  TJnited  States ;  till 
that  time  did  arrive,  there  was  no  necessity  to 
pass  a  taw  of  this  kind.  By  turoiog  to  the  histo- 
ry of  rtiat  Qovernmenl  from  which  we  borfow 
our  laws,  said  he,  we  find  that  it  existed  somecw- 
turiesbeforetbemutioy  act,  from  which  the  prmt 
law  is  in  a  great  measure  extracted,  wu  piMei 
In  a  monarchical  Oorernment,  which  existed  lo 
long  before  it  became  necessary  to  pass  it,  tbb 
was  passed  to  secure  the  citizens  against  the  dis- 
orders of  the  soldiery,  and  to  preserve  order 
amongst  tbem.  Oar  Oorerament  has  existed  bat 
thirty  years — a  Chivernment,  too,  in  which  a 
standins  army  is  not  contemplated  as  necessary; 
a  small  army  has  been  submitted  to  as  the  least  of 
two  evils,  and  is  contemplated  bat  as  temporarr. 
To  incorporate,  then,  in  our  system  a  law  which 
was  uot  found  necessary  in  Great  Britain  till  after 
ao  lone  a  time,  seems  premature ;  it  is  going  upon 
the  principle  of  adopting  into  our  Governmeotibe 
principles  of  a  Glovernraent  different  from  oDrt— 
of  a  Government' not  in  its  early  and  simpleiitie, 
but  In  its  aged  and  corrupt  slate.  If  geDtlemea 
examine  this  bill  tbey  will  find  that  it  goes  to 
make  the  military  commanieale  too  iBiinuM* 
ly  with  the  ei«l  authority  of  the  couninr;  it 
gives  the  military  an  importance  from  warn 
we  should  endeavor  to  preserve  them,  authoru- 
ing  them  lo  call  upon  the  judges  to  punish  wit- 
nesses, &c.  This  is  no  inconsiderable  blenflisf. 
The  military  is,  I  hope,  incidental  in  thisGovers- 
mant  J  the  force  we  have  is  small,  and  I  hope  it 
is  temporary.  I  hope  it  is  not  contemplated  tbal 
(he  military  are  lo  form  a  permanent  esuwi»- 
ment  in  this  (Government.  ' 

I  wish  gentlemen  to  look  at  this  bill,  and  «e  u 
the  evil  is  not  greater  than  that  which  it  is  intew)- 
ed  to  guard  against.  Persons  summoned  as  en- 
den  celiy  a  miliury  court  refuse  toaileod;!" 
summons  cannot  be  enforced.  This  issomewW 
of  an  evil,  but  what  is  it  compared  with  tW 
which  would  accrue  from  mixing  the  civu  •■<• 
military  instftutiona  ?  There  is  in  the  rerr 
lure  and  complexion  of  our  OoTernment  an  M- 
horrenee  to  military  institatioos ;  they  "W^' 
permtited  to  exist  as  an  evil  Let  aa  not,  then, 
incorporate  them  into  our  general  aystem;  ietw 
not  ev«i  suppose  the  present  Military  EstabliM- 
ment  to  be  a  lasting  or  pemancnt  institution' 

What  peevliar  case  cbUb  for  tbiatewf  Tb« 
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cue  of  a  BoMin*  eauiol  fr«MDt  itwlf  m  mftking 
it  pecewry ;  for  if  «  prirate  commits  an  i^eoce, 
k  nnt  b«  ID  Ibe  nou.  If  lie  stepa  oat  of  the 
the  ciril  law  takes  hold  of  him  for  aoy  of- 
ftaec  he  eommits.  WhercTer  he  commits  ao 
ofcaee  out  of  the  raoks,  it  is  eopiizabfe  br,  the 
civil  jarisprndeDce.  He  is  paoishaUe  hy  military 
lav  Jor  the  Tiolatioo  of  military  rules.  For  in- 
scasec:  if  a  soldier  goes  toaleep  at  his  post,  you 
caavol  «spe^  a  ciTil  wilDcu  oi  the  ofienee.  A 
caee,  ibaii,  cawMi  ooenr  ia  which  a  cItiL  evi- 
nce ean  be  nccemiT  on  a  trial  of  a  ]^ate  for 
a  militaiy  offhnee.  If  he  makea  aa  inroad  on  so- 
eieiy,  he  is  immedlalely  taken  holdof  by  tbeciril 
jartspradenee.  So  in  the  ease  of  offeaoee  triable 
only  by  a  military  coort,  in  aiDetr-nioe  cases  out 
of  an  haodred,  tcsttmoay  must  be  coofioed  to 
mUiury  evidence,  if  the  charge  be  oonfined  ez- 
alssirely  to  military  eoodoct.  A  file  of  men  is 
■•nt  for  the  witness ;  ifas  testimooy  of  the  soldier 
or  officer  is  compelled,  so  that  there  is  no  deficien- 
cy of  process  in  exclnsirely  eiril  or  military  of- 
Koeea.  The  verv  law  from  which  the  present 
bill  is  sabstantially  borrowed,  if  I  nodersteod  it 
right,  was  not  enacted  for  the  ben^t  of  the  officer 
or  soldier,  bat  forthe  security  of  aocieiy.  The  ma- 
riny  act  of  England  was  intended  to  protect  the 
elUsen ;  the  only  provisions  in  that  couotry  on 
tliia  subject  are  eoDtauied  in  that  act.  Bvenintbat 
oMBtry  the  Parliament  never  ohose  to  lend  to  the 
HititarT  that  sanction  whieh  is  contemplated  by 
thia  bill ;  their  law  on  the  aalneet  is  to  protect  the 
eicisen  from  the  soldier  or  officer,  white  the  bill 
udcT  ecMideration  grants  a  privilege  to  the  mil- 
itary ;  this  principle,  therefore,  has  not  been  recog- 
Biaed  in  England. 

I  aboald  consider  it  extremely  unfortunate  if, 
at  this  earljr  period  of  our  Qoremnent,  with  our 
smaU  standings  force,  and  graat  abhorrence  of  a 
siaadiag  army,  this  bill  should  pass.  It  will  be 
ftmnd  to  be  a  truth  that  men  m  mame  are  worked 
■poo  by  their  feetiaes.  Whenever  then  these 
two  institatioDs,  cirii  and  military,  bectune  fa- 
niliar  by  their  connexion  with  each  other,  in  the 
•ame  pri^rtieo  our  abhorrenae  of  military,  and 
respect  for  eivtl  iBatiintions  will  diminish.  It  is 
tbei^ore  contrary  to  the  policy  of  onr  Gorem- 
ncnt  to  reader  the  miUtaij.lnitilacaon  faniliai 
irith  the  civil. 

The  partienlir  etretimslanoe  which  has  given 
rise  to  the  preaesi  Ull  wv  all  know.  It  does  not 
aeem  to  me  that  this  case  will  justify  the  passage 
of  a  law,  which  in  its  conseqoenccs  may  be  so 
■uaehioTous.  Solarassoeiety isinterested, there 
ia  a  mode  in  which  it  can  be  tried ;  so  far  as  re- 

rts  the  citizen  there  is  a  mode;  for  I  deplore 
day  in  which  an  American  military  officer 
caanot  confide  bis  conduct  or  character  to  the 
•ermiay  of  the  great  bedy  of  the  people.  There 
ia  Bo  occasion  then  for  this  bill  io  relation  to  any 
'  ofieer  a(  ours.  Oar  officers  must  have  a  rever- 
«Bee  for  our  civil  iosiitmioas,  nod  confide  in  their 
compcteDce  to  do  them  justice  in  aoy  case. 

We  have  bad  this  Armf  for  many  years.  Is  it 
mot  extraordinary  that  this  deficiency  has  never 
toea  dieeorcred  before?  Has  any  aaldiorlaat  hia 
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life,  or  officer  reeeived  an  ithuf  ia  eoase^oeaee 
of  the  omissitm  ?  NonCj  I  buiere.  It  is  danger- 
ous in  my  opinion  to  legiriate  generally  on  special 
cases.  1  believe  that  our  military  rules  are  com- 
petent to  the  purpose  of  justice,  as  relates  to  the 
soldier  or  cAeer..  I  hope  we  shall  not  loog  have 
«  standing  army,  as  it  is  only  on  our  frontiers  that 
we  require  a  regular  force;  in  ordinary  eases  the 
militia  being  competenu  As  no  evil  then  can 
arise  in  ao  short  a  time,  and  in  so  small  a  force, 
from  the  want  of  auch  a  law  as  this,  I  hope  the 
section  will  ba  striken  out,  and  thna  dcatcoy  tlte 

bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  if  they  had  indeed  been  an 
many  years  without  having  found  a  rale  of  action, 
and  a  law  for  the  govemment  of  the  Army,  the 
arguments  which  had  been  adduced  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  would  beat  least  sufficient 
to  induce  him  to  ioquite ;  but  when  he  found  that 
the  L^slature  of  his  country  bad  almdy  estab- 
lished rules  and  regulatieDBforthegorernmcDtof 
the  Army,  and  that,  from  the  tenor  of  the  Law, 
those  regulatioDs  are  binding  as  well  apon  the 
militia  when  in  service  as  upoo  the  rtanding 
army,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  legislate  not  on  any 
particular  case  oceurrtag  now,  or  heretofore,  but 
generally,  for  the  safety  of  the  individual.  The 
power  <H  obtaining  testimony,  *o  esaentiaL  ao  in- 
divpnsable  to  every  tribuiial  for  the  attammeat 
of  justice,  was  the  object  to  be  attained  by  this  bill. 
On  a  former  oecaaion,  said  h^  1  have  expressed 
my  ideas  on  the  subject  of  At  articles  of  war. 
If  they  were  not  in  existence,  the  gentleman  and 
I  woald,  upon  comparing  noto,  be  nearer  on  prin- 
ciple than  we  are  on  the  preaent  amendatory  lav. 
What  are  ihese  articles  of  war  ?  Sixteeen  articles 
out  of  an  handred  create  capital  offencee;  and  is 
your  army  walled  around,  pent  up  so  that  no  man 
can  see  them  but  be  who  wears  ao  epaulet  or  regi- 
mental livery)  No.  The  actions  of  these  men, 
alike  with  those  of  other  men,  come  under  the 
eyes  of  every  bysunder.  For  establishing  the  in- 
nocence of  a  person  accused  it  is  necessary  that 
he  should  have  the  power  to  call  upon  these  by- 
standers, whether  in  civil  or  militaty  Ufa,  for  evi- 
dence in  his  favor. 

I  hope  gentlemen  will  look  at  Ac-anicldiof 
war,  and  sec  how  far  they  go  to  abridge  the  prlr- 
ileges  of  a  military  man,  and  assist  me  in  an  en- 
deavor to  draw  a  parallel  between  a  civil  tribunal 
aad  a  conn  martial  tn  the  first  place,  decisions 
of  a  court  aurtial  do  not  rcqnire  oaanimitf 
judgment  of  thoae  who  sit  as  toquisifors.  Niae 
out  of  thirteen  are  sufficient  for  a  decision,  pro  or 
am;  whilst  inaciril  ease  before  a  jury  of  twelve 
good  and  lawful  men,  an  unanimity  oi  the  whole 
ia  required.  The  party  ina  ooart  msrtial  or  coort 
of  Inquiry  has  not  the  privilege  of  counsel  fer  the 
purpose  of  anaotating,  aod  making  observattoas 
upon  testimony.  True,  it  is,  that  by  special  favor 
a  person  is  sometimes  allowed  to  come  into  coart 
to  assist  tbeaocnsed  in  asking  questions  necessavjr 
for  his  defence,  and  in  erosH-examioiDg  the  testi- 
aoony ;  but  m  to  the  pririlm  of  counsel  to  ex- 
plain or  aigoe  the  case,  to  collate  and  digast  the 
UMiiBMy,noaaclkiluagisaUo«ed.  ThtdeMt- 
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fatioos  of  military  courts  are  prirate.  The  judge 
advocate,  who  is  like  the  State  attoroef,  may  urge 
heme  the  points  against  the  prisoaer,  and  there  is 
no  one  to  urge  the  points  in  his  fa7or — in  courts 
of  law,  although  the  jury  retire  to  make  up  the 
verdict,  the  discussion  before  them  is  public.'  A 
more  important  incooreoieDce  to  the  accused  is, 
that  crimes  a^iost  military  law  are  notipecially 
defined.  I  will  read  an  article  or  two  oat  of  the 
many,  which  rtrack  my  mind  as  going  fulljr  to 
ectatutah  this  point :  the  sixth  article  make*  it  a 
erima  to  behare  with  contempt  or  disrespect  to- 
wards fais  commanding  officer  (without  defining 
what  coDstitQtes  disrespect  or  contempt.)  In  an- 
other article,  aogeotlemaolike  conduct,  and  such 
as  Is  unbeeomtog  aa  officer,  is  made  a  crime— the 
apecificatton  of  his  crime  must  be  dirervified  with 
the  relaxed  or  nice  notions  of  honor  of  the  judges, 
or  members  of  the  court.  In  a  great  majority  of 
the  articles,  ibe  extent  of  the  puoiahment  is  lefi 
discretionary  with  the  court.  In  proportion  theo 
to  the  immense  extent  of  the  powers  of  these 
courts,  in  coodemoing  and  punishing,  ao  should 
the  facilities  of  obtaining  ddenstre  testimony  be 
amplified  to  the  accused. 

It  is  necessary  that  this  body  of  the  community, 
when  collected  together,  ihould  be  governed  liy 
nitea  more  rigoroai  than  those  imp^ed  on  men 
in  other  situations  of  society;  it  has  been  found 
itt  all  ages  and  nations  that  these  rules  are  neces- 
sary for  the  government  of  men  with  arms  in  their 
bands,  and  that  nothing  but  rigid  discipline  can 
make  them  useful,  or  indeed  prevent  them  from 
being  dangerous  to  the  country — yet,  had  these 
mles  been  less  severe,  the  Legislature  might 
have  found  tbeir  ample  apology  in  the  freedom  to 
which  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  ac- 
customed. For  in  proportion  to  the  freedom  of 
tfae  citizens  of  the  State,.in  that  proportion  mast 
be  the  rigor  in  order  to  keep  tnem  in  sobordt" 
nation. 

I  trnst  I  have  explained  that  military  crimes 
are  not  specially  defined,  as  crimes  are  defined  in 
aouru  of  law.  I  might  bare  noticed  another  pe- 
ooliarity  of  thne  courts,  that  punishmciits  are 
more  rigoroas. 

When  it  is  folly  understood  in  the  Hoose  with 
bow  much  seventy  this  class  of  the  eommuoity 
are  ruled,  and  Icau  upon  gentlemen  to  remember 
tbat  the  militia  too  are  sobject  to  these  rules 
when  called  into  actual  service,  when  it  is  found 
that  a  person  charged  with  a  crime  may  have  a 
witness  competent  to  prove  bis  innoceoee,  hat 
who  is  not  in  military  service  at  the  time,  shall 
we  shut  the  door  upon  truth,  and  say  that  a  man 
when  innocent  shall  be  punished  as  goilty  because 
the  witness  in  his  favor  does  not  wear  a  cockade? 
If  we  did,  we  should  merit  more  reproaches  than 
some  of  us  are  disposed  to  heap  on  those  who 
passed  and  enacted  the  sanguinary  system  I  have 
been  apeakiog  of,  eieosable  only  from  the  oeees- 
aity  of  the  ease—they  have  enacted  the  punish- 
ment, and  we  should  be  chargeable  In  reftising 
the  culprit  the  power  of  defending  himself  from 
U.  I  do  aver  that  this  law  does  not  alter  the  sys- 
tem at  all,  baralf  affording  a  nlief  to  the  aoldiei: 
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in  an  evil  for  which  unless  this  bill  pass  hehu 
00  remedy.  As  (o  tbe  allegation  that  a  civil  wit- 
ness can  never  be  necessary  in  a  military  trial, 
you  must  either  shut  your  eyes  to  tbe  light  or 
suppose  that  all  ma&kind  instinctively  shnt  theiis 
when  the  soldiery  are  in  their  presence ;  neither  of 
these  cases  can  be  snpjpoaed.  I  hope  it  is  andwtU 
be  the  habit  of  this  nation  to  look  the  more  aatately 
where  the  Army  or  its  soldiers  are  near,  tbat  the 
citizens  may  nerer  be  ezcnsad  from  testifying  to 
the  guilt  or  iooooeoee  of  a  soldier,  howcrecnw 
or  however  high. 

There  is  «  clause  of  tbe  Constitution,  which 
indeed  applies  to  courts  of  law,  which  guartotin 
to  the  accused  tbe  right  of  compulsory  process  for 
obtaioing  witnesses  in  his  favor.  Surely  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  even  rigid  justice  bet- 
self,  would  not  exclude  men,  merely  from  Ihdr 
change  of  clothes,  from  tbat  right  considered  to 
sacred  as  to  be  guarantied  .to  (he  people  by  Uie 
Coastitutioo. 

Let  us  consider  this  law  as  respects  the  witnen. 
Is  there  a  mirbty  iacouveoieoce  to  a  witnest 
summoned  and  paid  for  his  attendance  in  court 
to  substantiate  the  innocence  (I  have  not  yet 
touched  upon  the  guilt)  of  a  person  accused?  He 
is  paid  for  his  attendance,  liable  only  to  the  Nine 
impositions  aa  be  would  be  subject  to  if  snmtDODed 
by  a  neighbor  in  a  civil  cause.  He  is  ool  under 
as  much  disadvantage;  for  it  is  the  law  of  the 
land,  in  the  Stale  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent,  that  when  a  person  is  cooimitted  to 
jail  or  bound  over,  the  witness  against  him,  udIms 
he  can  give  sufficient  security  for  his  appeaiance 
to  prosecute  on  behalf  of  tbe  State,  is  sent  to  jail, 
there  to  lie  until  tbe  course  of  time  comes  louad 
in  which  the  trial  is  to  be  bad.  Here  theo  the 
innocent  witness  on  the  part  of  the  accuser  is 
carried  to  jail;  I  have  known  them  iucarceralul 
thus  because  they  were  unknown  to  the  justice 
and  to  the  neighbors,  and  liad  not  friends  who 
would  sign  their  recijgoisaoce.  I  acknowledge 
this  seldom  happens,  perba|M  never  but  when 
thne  are  siupieiotis  m  tbe  witness ;  but  it  always 
restswith  the  magistrate,  to  reijoireitifhe  choose*. 
The  witness  by  this  law  is  only  put  on  the  same 
footing  as  if  summoned  to  a  court  of  ccontnoa 
pleas,  be  is  not  recognised,  he  only  incurs  the 
same  penalties  he  would  do  if  he  made  default  u 
a  witness  in  a  oauae  of  twenty-one  dollars  dispute 
between  individuals — so  that  the  objection  as  to 
tbe  hardship  on  the  witness  cannot  be  valid. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  has  objected  to 
the  jombltog  of  military  and  oivii  iDstitotic«>< 
Let  the  geotTeman  decide  at  once  tbat  if  a  nut 
shall  be  accused  of  a  crime,  a  conviction  of  which 
su>]jeots  him  to  a  poaishmeot  of  five  hundred  lash- 
es, or  to  be  shot  or  hung,  he  shall  be  deprived  <»  ^ 
the  privilege  of  summoning  witnesses  to  attend. 
Can  he  decide  it?  He  cannot.  Well,  then,  ii 
we  take  it  for  granted  tbat  it  is  absolutely  neocs- 
sary  that  we  should  not  in  that  way  immolate 
justice,  but  allow  a  defence^  how  is  that  dc 
fence  to  be  got  at?  If  this  bill  proposed  to  an- 
thorixe  aourts  martial  to  aend  musketeers  among 
tha  hubawlaaD    the  coaatry,  is  there  a  miod  in 
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the  House  that  would  ooi  revolt  at  tt  7  I  think 
there  is  not.  It  is  necessary  that  these  courts 
ehoHJd  have  the  power  to  ask  (be  question  of  the 
witaess.  All  other  power  is  vested  with  the  courrs 
at  law.  Are  yoa  afraid  of  them?  Can  courls 
nartial  iaterfere  with  courts  of  law  in  their  pun- 
ishmeot  for  defaults  of  witnesses?  No;  they  are 
kcM  separate. 

The  hoDorable  Chairman  (Mr.  Montoomert) 
has  explained  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are 
unilar  with  tboae  of  Great  Britain ;  and  how- 
erer  much  we  mar  abuse  that  Qoveronient  for 
iu  eorrapiion,  I  beueve  that  the  nuut  enlightened 
neo  wbo  hare  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  het 
civil  p^ty,  bare  gon6  so  far  as  to  say,  that  this 
is  the  only  thing  excellent  in  their  insiituiions — 
the  rery  salvation  of  tbe  QorernmeDt  itself;  that 
Ibis  good  thiog^  like  a  few  sood  men  in  a  city, 
have  saved  the  (3oTemraent  From  that  destruction 
wbieb  some  of  iier  other  institutions  might  have 
brought  upon  it.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  hesitate 
lo  say  ibat  the  conrts  of  England  hare  conducted 
this  power  with  impartiality;  that  there  has  not 
been  an  instance  in  which  the  privilege  of  a  iudi' 
cial  court  has  been  invaded  in  consequence  of  this 
provision,  either  by  a  court  martial  or  by  the 
Crown.  Where,  then,  is  this  jumbling,  this  col- 
lisioa  of  jarisdiotion,  which  alarms  ua?  My 
mind's  eye  can  see  in  that  bill  u  perfect  a  sevef- 
anee  between  the  two  jurisdbtioos  as  is  possible 
10  be  described. 

After  having  confined  myself  as  much  as  I 
eonld  as  respected  the  rigbtaof  theaeeiised,of  the 
eitisen,  and  of  the  civil  court,  I  come  now  to  that 
put  of  the  subject,  which  cannot  be  new  to  the 
House,  on  which  I  have  heard  the  most  eloquent 
haranffoes.  What  do  we  hea  r,  whenever  the  sub* 
iect  of  the  military  is  called  up  ?  Where  is  the 
^loiny  of  military  force  directed  ?  On  whom 
does  it  fain  Upotj  our  standing  army.  It  is  a 
standing  army  which  the  Republie  fears— that  of 
all  others  which  is  most  sedulously  guarded  and 
restricted.  If  this  jealousy  accords  with  the  sen- 
timent of  tbe  nation,  bow  should  it  be  guarded  t 
How  are  tbe  wicked  and  infamous  officers  in  that 
standing  army  lo  be  marked  and  punished  1  The 
soldier  under  their  command  bmj,  froiatbeinau- 
cnee  of  his  auperior  officers,  be  lotiuudated  from 
hearing  that  testimony  against  a  commander, 
which  a  civil  witness,  sale  from  their  power, 
night  do.  Will  jrou  deprive  the  Republicof  the 
benefit  of  this  testimony  7  If  it  be  necessary  for 
the  individual,  much  more  is  it  necessary  for  tbe 
Ctovernraent}  and  for  the  people  o(  tbe  United 
States.  What  is  the  case  of  those  good  fellows 
who  took  Major  Andre?  Suppose,  instead  of 
Andre,  they  bad  uken  ArnoldY  Suppose  that 
these  men,  who  were  above  the  bribes  of  the  en- 
emy^ whose  testimony  was  necessary,  and  con- 
clusive o(  the  guilt  of  tbe  party — suppose  this 
aqneamisfaness  to  call  upon  the  citizen  ont  of  tbe 
Army  to  prevail,  how  could  the  fact  of  his  going 
to  tbe  enemy,  of  hfs  being  found  out  of  the  course 
mad  at  a  distance  from  the  place  of  his  duty  be 
proved  ?  Do  the  articles  oi  war  give  any  power 
to  the  eonrt  trying  ibis  man  to  go  into  the  field 
lOtb  CoH.  lat  Sms^SS 
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and  summon  them  ?  None.  Or  can  they  be  taken 
before  a  military  tribunal?  No  such  thing  is 
known  to  our  laws.  I  defy  any  gentleman  to 
show  a  power  in  a  military  court  to  derive  testi- 
mony but  from  military  men.  Well,  if  this  case 
might  have  occurred,  and  it  surely  might,  is  it  not 
possible  that  other  similar  cases  may  occur? 
This  jealousy  of  standing  armies  is  a  good  one  ; 
I  wish  lo  foster  it,  and  will,  therefore,  take  the 
testimony  of  any  man,  whether  he  bears  an  epau- 
let,  or  whether  he  be  found  in  the  military  uni- 
form, or  the  more  lowly  garb  of  ibehusbandman, 
when  neeessarv  to  guard  a^inst  the  power  of  an 
eril  disposed  officer  or  soldier. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  this  was  a  subject  to  which, 
indeed,  he  had  not  devoted  much  attention  ;  but 
the  more  be  thought  of  it,  the  more  abhorrent  it 
appeared  to  him.  It  is  very  strange,  said  he,  that 
America  has  gone  through  one  war  already,  and 
not  found  out  the  evil  which  this  bill  proposes  to. 
guard  against.  If  this  regulation  were  so  indis* 
pensably  necessary,  is  it  believed  that,  during  tbe 
Rerolotion.  no  instance  would  have  occurred, 
which  required  its  exercise?  I  believe  none  did 
occur.  If,  then,  in  a  Qovernment  like  ours,  there 
has  been  shown  no  necessity  for  such  a  law, 
would  it  not  be  premature  to  pass  it?  The  doings 
of  a  military  court,  the  gentleman  tells  us,  are  en- 
tirely secret — all  mankind  shutout.  It  is  true, as 
be  says,  that  there  is  very  little  more  inconveni- 
ence in  attending  a  military  than  a  civil  court; 
the  same  quantum  of  locomotion  will  convey  a 
man  to  one  as  tbe  other,  but,  shut  up  in  that  court, 
without  his  friends,  it  may  happen  that  his  repO- 
tation  may  be  sacrificed.  This  law  does  not  pro- 
vide that  any  but  tbe  parties  may  have  power  to  . 
compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses.  A  single 
witness  may  be  brought  before  men  who  are  so' 
connected  by  their  common  profession  as  to  feel 
a  sort  of  sympathy  for  each  other,  which  men  in 
the  common  walks  of  society  have  not.  Suppose 
a  witness  brought  before  such  a  court  to  give  tes- 
timony against  a  man  who  has  been  always  ac- 
customed to  command,  while  they  have  been 
trained  to  subservience  and  respect.  Wbatis  hu 
situation?  Tbe  doors  are  shut,  no  person  admit- 
ted to  see  bim,  be  comes  out  of  a  military  court 
with  his  reputation  sacrificed.  A  eonfliction  is 
made  in  his  testimony  which  he  has  not  wit  to 
detect,  without  counsel,  or  a  friend  to  compassion- 
ate him.  I  am  unwilling  that  men  should  be 
brought  from  the  field  to  a  military  court  in  tbe 
dark. 

One  of  tbe  articles  of  war,  read  by  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  requires  that  an  officer 
or  soldier  !thall  not  speak  disrespectfully  of  his 
superior  officer — and  for  what  reason  ?  Because, 
were  disrespectful  language  permitted  in  the 
ranks,  it  woold  tend  to  diminish  that  subordina- 
tion so  necessary  in  an  army.  It  is  not  disrespect, 
as  meant  by  the  articles  of  war,  for  a  soldier  to 
speak  disrespectfully  of  his  superior  officer  to  the 
laborers  in  the  field,  but  it  is  meant  that  he  shall 
not  be  spoken  to  with  disrespect  before  those 
whom  he  commands,  before  whom  respect  to  him 
ia  necessary.  The  diaespeetfal  language  must 
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be  attested  by  soldiers,  or  it  is  barmlesii — mere 
verba  vokrUia,  and  never  reaches  the  officer,  or,  if 
it  does,  DO  harm  results.  Nor  can  anything  which 
an  officer  can  do,  which  is  punishable  by  a  mili- 
tary tribunal,  require  any  other  eridence  than  of 
military  men. 

A  military  court  grows  out  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment— a  thing  of  necessity,  growing  not 
out  of  the  social  order,  but  out  of  tne  mihtary, 
and  is  confined  toiL  The  rery  idea  is  abhorrent 
that  republicBDs  should  be  dragged  from  their 
homes,  to  attend  a  military  inqnisttion — and  what 
then  ?  If  we  may  ^udge  from  late  specimens,  bis 
feelings  may  be  injured  and  himself  slandered. 
We  find  that,  though  secret,  a  military  court  can, 
BOW  and  then,  emit  a  little  gal).  If  there  were 
DO  Other  reason,  this  would  be  sufficient  to  induce 
me  to  say  that  citizens  should  not  be  dragged  be- 
fore a  court,  to  be  sacrificed  to  military  etiquette. 
Ought  not  strong  necessity  to  be  shown  before  we 
take  an  individual  out  of  the  walks  of  private 
life,  before  a  tribunal  of  which  he  may  be  entire- 
ly isnorant,  and  of  wbich  he  is  presumed  lokno^r 
nothing?  It  is  a  vast  inroad  upon  his  rights,  in 
my  mind,  that  he  should  be  compelled  to  attend 
before  a  secret  tribunal.  The  honest  man,  dispos- 
ed to  act  aprightly  Jias  nothing  to  fear  from  man- 
kind in  civil  me.  But,  when  taken  before  a  mil- 
itary court,  he  is  oat  of  his  clement,  taken  off 
social  ground ;  and  this  should  not  he  done,  ex- 
cept upon  necessity  the  roost  imperious,  and  that 
does  not  now  exist. 

1  wonder  gentlemen  hare  not  found  some  in- 
stances from  England,  in  which  men  bare  been 
called  from  the  civil  rank.  The  act  provides  that, 
'  if  necessary,  a  judge  shall  issue  a  subpcena.  Has 
any  one  ever  heard  of  a  case  in  which  this  was 
necessary?  None  has  occurred,  that  I  know  of. 
It  strikes  me  as  peculiarly  varying  our  institution, 
and  the  distinction  set  up  by  the  Constitution, 
which  sajrs,  that  the  military  shall  be  subservient 
to  the  civil  institutions.  I  have  heard  of  no  case 
which  would  require  it.  If  a  soldier  shows  dis- 
respect to  bis  superior,  it  is  before  those  in  whose 

Sreseoce  it  flowed,  that  it  is  necessary  to  punish 
im,  as  well  to  make  him,  as  others,  by  his  exam- 
ple, conform  to  correct  conduct.  I  hope  societj 
never  will  submit  life  to  the  discretion  of  a  mili- 
tary court,  except  under  the  most  absolute  and 
imperious  necessitjr,  in  which  a  civil  court  can- 
not interfere,  particularly  during  war.  In  the 
case  to  which  this  bill  particularly  alludes,  we 
know  that  some  of  those  who  hare  been  summon- 
ed hare  refused  to  attend.  Before  they  are  com- 
pelled to  attend,  as  this  bill  contemplates,  we 
know  that  one  of  them  has  been  publisned  as  per- 
jured. In  mj  mind,  it  is  no  unimportant  right 
that  the  credit  or  degree  of  credibility  of  a  wit- 
ness should  depend  upon  men  in  the  samelerelof 
life  with  himself,  in  social,  and  not  in  military 
life.  I  am  unwilling  to  place  it  in  the  power  of 
aay  militarr  court  to  call  a  man  from  the  walks 
of  social  life.  Men  in  civil  life  mu<-t  be  willing 
to  trust  their  characters,  and  everything,  to  the 
•oond  sense  of  the  community,  to  cirit  and  not  to 
military  iDstiintiom.  This  is  a  radical  prorision 


and  never  ought  to  be  violated,  yet  it  will  be  by 
this  bill,  in  my  opinion. 

We  know,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  that  pun- 
ishments are  generallj^  more  rigorous  in  the  mili- 
tary than  in  the  civil  code.  Wherever  courts 
martial  try  offenders,  despatch  it  required ;  and 
their  whole  proceedings  are  conducted  in  a  sum- 
mary manner,  which,  to  us,  is  unknown,  aad  I 
hope  will  long  continue  so.  Until,  then,  some 
strong  neeessit^f  he  shown,  I  am  arerae  to  tha 
familiarity  which  this  bill  g[oes  to  estaUidi  b^ 
tweeo  military  and  cirit  institutions. 

The  details  of  this  bill,  if  we  go  into  a  dtaeaa* 
sion  of  them,  will  not  work  ;  for  I  obserre,amoiiff 
other  things,  that  the  bill  provides  that  tbe  certiA 
icate  of  a  military  officer  snail  be  sufficient  to  war- 
rant a  punishment  ofa  citizen  for  noo-aiteadanee 
on  a  summons. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said  the  gentleman's 
chief  objection  to  this  bill  appeared  to  be  that  the 
honor  of  a  citizen  mi^ht  not  be  safe- with  a  mili- 
tary court,  because  his  testimony  mar  be  made 
perfectly  different  from  what  he  actually  did  tes- 
tify. When  I  observe  tbe  insinuations  which  this 
is  intended  to  convey,  I  cannot  express  my  feel- 
ing of  it.  When  I  bear  an  intention  to  derogate 
from  the  character  of  our  military  officers,  and  aa 
insinnatiott  that  our  officers  of  rank  and  capacity 
are  so  destitute  of  any  principle  of  honor  and  in- 
tegrity as  to  transubstantiate  tbe  erideoee  of  any 
witness,  I  shudder  at  tbe  idea ;  and,  if  I  thought 
this  character  could  be  justly  applied  toaoy  court 
martial  to  be  summoned  ont  of  our  Army,  I  would, 
before  to-morrow  night,  move  a  resolution  to  dis- 
solve that  Army.  I  deny  the  principle  which  the 
gentleman  has  assumed,  because  I  beliere  that, 
with  those  men  within  our  camp,  there  is  integri-  ' 
tr,  honor,  and  rirtue.  At  such  obserrations  as 
these,  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  astonishment 
and  surprise. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill,  that,  in  a  mili- 
tary court,  examinations  are  made  in  a  prirate 
manner,  and  that  military  courts  mmy  perrert  tes- 
timony. If  that  be  apprehended,  this  bill  can  be 
so  amended  as  to  proride  that  all  testimony  shall 
be  taken  publicly  ;  and  if  gentlemen,  whoae  feaia 
are  so  much  alarmed,  will  bring  forward  an 
amendmeat  to  this  eflbetj  no  doubt  it  will  be 
agreed  to.  The  mere  name  of  a  soldier  does  not 
take  away  from  them  the  patriotism  and  honor 
which  they  owe  to  themselres,  and  the  iiueflfritf 
which  they  owe  to  society.  If  this  were  the  case, 
I  should  pray  that  there  was  not  one  in  tbe  Unit- 
ed States.  But,  I  do  not  bold  this  doctrine,  nor 
ever  shall,  till  it  be  made  to  appear  to  me  that  oor 
Army  is  composed  of  persons  who  are  not  our 
own  citizens.  They  are  bound  to  a  care  of  their 
reputation  and  honor  by  the  ties  of  kindred  and 
society,  as  other  men ;  and,  when  their  term  o( 
service  ceases,  they  return  to  the  bosom  of  their 
couniry.  In  my  opinion,  the  honor  of  the  wit- 
ness is  safe  with  these  men,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  fear  from  them  on  that  score. 

It  baa  been  said  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  we  shall 
make  tbe  eiril  subservient  to  the  military  instito- 
tion.  Tbt  Tery  object  of  the  bill  is  to  add  power 
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to  the  civil  authority— for  vhat  1   For  the  estab- 
lishment of  truth.  .  Power  is  given  to  Coogress, 
hj  the  CoDsiitotioD,  to  ruise  and  support  armies 
and  naries.  to  make  r^laiions  for  the  govern- 
aeDt  of  the  land  and  iwTal  forces ;  power  is  also 
ciTen  to  tkem  to  esiaUi^h  supwrior  eouris,  Ac 
For  what  were  these  pownrs  given  1  For  the  es- 
tablishment of  rightand  thepanishmentef  wrong. 
How  is  this  object  to  be  accomplished  t  Br  ear- 
Kct  evidence  of  facts— and,  to  procure  this  eti- 
deoee,  the  present  bill  has  become  necessary. 
It  is  said  that  «  militarj  court  is  incidental, 
kwiog  out  of  a  miliiarv  instttotion.  Qmnted. 
It  of  what  does  the  military  institntion  grow  t 
The  Constitution.  And,  if  it  becomes  Qecessarj 
that  we  should  act  on  this  principle,  why  are 
these  suspicions  of  those  who  compose  our  Army 
to  be  poured  forth  1  If  the  Coastitotion  has  given 
lu  power  to  provide  rules  and  r^ulations  for  the 
gOTernment  of  the  Army,  it  has  ^iven  us  power 
u>  institute  courts  for  the  trial  of  ofieuces— to  use 
neans  eommeosurate  with  the  object.   If  we  es- 
tablish military  courts,  suefa  testimooy  as  becomes 
BeeesMry  to  establish  facts  in  casw  triable  by 
those  conrtB  ought  to  be  proenred.  DecisiMs  of 
All  conm  rest  upon  the  &ots  brought  before  them. 
The  grand  (4>jeet  of  this  bill  being  to  do  what  is 
ffceessary,  to  procure  tesiimiHiy  to  establish  facts 
before  a  court  martial  or  court  of  inquiry,  I  mnat 
aay  that  I  am  not  a  little  surprised  that  aoy  ges- 
tlemaa  can  object  to  it. 

it  is  said,  that  this  bill  will  blend  the  civil  and 
military  institntions.  The  Constitution  has  au- 
thorized us  to  superintend  civil  and  military  af- 
fairs; youmayaswellsaythattheOoQtititutioa  has 
blended  them  together.  If  there  be  any  blendiDg 
of  institutions,  it  is  in  the  Constitution, and  cau- 
Bot  be  affeeted  by  this  bill,  which  goes  mnely  to 
ironde  for  procuring  that  piass  oft  evidence  ne- 
ewiry  for  eanvicti<Hi. 

Mt.Xlotd  said  hewonld  state  the  reasons  that 
vould  induce  him  to  Tote  in  fisiTor  of  the  motion 
tor  striking  out  the  &rst  section,  and  also  his  rea- 
aens  for  voting  againti  the  bill  That  the  prioci- 
plea  and  details  of  this  bill  were  soabhorrent  to 
Itie  mind,  so  little  according  with  the  political 
principte  which  bad  always  actuate  bisconduct, 
that  be  could  not  reconcile  it  with  his  duty  to  bis 
«onetitnsnt8,  or  to  his  own  feelings,  to  givea  silent 
TOte.  He  wished  also  to  be  understood^  that  in 
uy  observations  he  should  make,  be  mMot  not  to 
impeach  the  principlee  or  motives  of  those  gen- 
Uemea  who  advocated  the  bill,  nor  in  anything 
ha  might  say  ia  regard  to  courts  of  inquiry,  or 
eonrts  martial,  did  he  mean  to  reflect  on  any  oft- 
•cr  ai  our  Army. 

He  said  he  should  consider  the  nature  of  the 
•mm  to  whom  we  were  about  to  give  the  power 
by  law,  of  dragging  oor  ciiixeos  from  their  fami- 
lies aad  their  homes^  how  far  the  details  of  Ibis 
hill  accorded  with  the  principles  of  justice  or  the 
muit  of  the  Constitution^  and  what  necessity  did 
there  exist  fiw  the  iocreasmg  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
military  eoarta  to  this  atarming  extent.  The 
lesson  wliieh  has  been  nxged  by  my  colleague 
(Mr.  HoMTWiun)  and  on  which  fte  daclaBts 


this  bill  to  be  founded,  is,  that  at  present  a  soldier 
or  officer  of  the  Uuited  States  may  be  tried  and 
deprived  of  his  life,  when  deprived  of  the  power 
of  summoniog  witnesses  that  may  be  necessary 
for  his  defence.  This  night  be  an  aigument  of 
aome  weight,  if  an  officer  or  soldier  was  ameaable 
only  to  a  miliurT  court ;  but  ihe  fact  is,  that  mili- 
tary courta  an  clearly  intended,  by  the  articles  of 
war,  for  the  puoishmeat  of  offences  committed  in 
quarters,  garrisons,  or  on  march,  or  acta  most 
generally  comnutted  in  the  view  of  the  Army,  and 
which  are  made  offences  by  military  law.  ThoM 
offences,  then,  sir,  being  committed  before  military 
men,  .courts,  martial,  or  courts  of  ioquirj,  hare 
already  the  power  of  summoning  those  witnesses 
that  may  be  material  either  to  crimiuate  or  an* 
quit  the  accused.  But  what,  sir,  is  the  situation 
of  the  officer  or  soldier  who  commits  an  offeoce 
against  the  person  or  properly  of  a  citizen,  such 
as  is  punishable  by  the  kuown  laws  of  the  land? 
If  the  gentleman  will  turn  to  the  33d  article  of 
war,  he  will  find  that  they  are  to  be  delirered  over 
to  a  civil  magistrate,  that  he  may  bripg  tbem  to 
trial.  Mr.  L.  then  read  the  following  clause: 

"When  any  eommissiwied  officer  or  soldier  wbaH  be 
aeeosed  trf*  a  cajdta)  aims,  or  oi  having  used  tkime^ 
or  committed  any  offence  agahist  Ihe  persons  or  pro* 
per^  of  any  citizen  of  soy  of  (he  United  States,  such 
•s  ii  punishable  by  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  the 
comtoandingf  officer,  and  officers,  dec,  are  required, 
upon  applicatioo,  &c.,to  use  theii  utmost  endeavors  to 
deliver  over  the  person  or  persons  so  accused,  in 
order  to  bring  tbem  to  trial, '  &c. 

In  what  situation  then,  1  will  aik,  is  it  probable 
that  an  officer  or  soldier  should  commit  an  offeai^ 
on  the  trial  for  which  he  would  not  have  it  in  faia 
power  to  summon  evidence?  if  an  offence  is 
committed  for.  which  he  is  amenable  to  a  court 
martial,  >t  results  from  his  situation,  and  the 
effects  of  military  discipline,  that  it  must  talcie 
plaoa  in  the  presence  of  those  who  may  be  saa- 
dioned  by  a  military^  eourt,  I  mean,  sir,  his  bro- 
ther offiecn  or  soldiers.  op  the  other  hand,  an 
offence  is  committed,  not  known  in  the  articles  of 
war,  and  for  which  he  is  amenable  to  the  civil 
authorities  of  your  country,  a  military  cfourt  has 
nothing  to  ift  with  it,  and  the  civil  court  has 
already  the  power  of  summoniog  any  witneasj 
either  military  or  civil. 

This  then,  sir,  being  a  correct  position,  I  shall 
contend  that  there  is  not  the  most  distant  proba- 
bility that  any  offence  should  be  committed,  when 
it  will  be  impossible  to  procure  or  compel  the  at^ 
tand^ncc  of  evidence,  if  any  evidence  should  exist, 
and  it  must  be  admitted  that  if  none  should  exis^ 
oo  law  we  can  pass  can  conjure  it  up,  either  for 
the. purpose  of  condemnation  or  acquittal}  aad 
what  miut  give  force  to. this  opinion,  that  no 
necessity  does  exist  for  this  law,  is,  that  not  » 
case  has  occurred  in  which  testimony  could  not 
be  had  before  a  proper  tribunal.  I  would,  aU, 
then  ask  if  no  such  case  has  existed,  if  your  laws 
heretofore  have  been  eSeettre,  why  anticipate «■ 
imi»otwble  evil,  for  the  purpose  of  ap^yiog  the 
remedy  of  this  law,  the  effeeta  of  which,  in  my 
opiAioDi  vould  be  mischierou  ud  opprevsirel 
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Sir,  I  trust  the  House  will  uot  do  it.  The  geu' 
lleman  from  South  Caroliua  has,  to  be  cure,  ex- 
pressed great  sympathy  for  those  persoos  who  are 
wbject  to  military  rule.  Sir,  I  feel  as  much  as 
that  gentleman  for  the  sufferings  of  thoH  who  are 
sabiect  to  military  and  arbitrary  power.  But  we 
find  from  the  experteDce  of  everjjr  country  that 
policy  has  dictated  the  sDbordinatioa  imposed  by 
the  articles  of  war,  and  from  habtt  and  custom  it 
ia  now  thought  necessary  and  proper.  But  how- 
evex  pleasing  and  soothing  the  gentleman's  repre- 
aentation  of  the  situation  of  the  soldier  may  be  to 
the  feelings  of  bumauity,  it  certainly  as  an  arjta- 
ment  can  nave  no  bearing  on  the  present  question. 
IfyoQ  mean  to  grant  priril^es  to  the  military, 
which  heretofore  have  been  granted  only  to  citi- 
zens, you  destroy  that  sobordmation  and  distinc- 
tion which  from  experience  and  necessity  has  ex- 
isted between  tbetwo  orders,  and  which  distinction 
has  been  recognised  in  the  Constitution,  and,  there- 
fore, until  it  is  found  necessary  from  experience 
to  make  this  rwulfttion,the  House  will  not  surely 
agree  to  it.  The  gentleman  from  Souifa  Carolina 
teila  OS  that  trials  before  military  courts  are  not 
pablie.  I  profew  myself  to  be  very  little  acquaint- 
ed with  the  modes  of  proceeding  in  these  courts, 
and  will,  therefore,  takeihe  gentleman  on  his  own 
lowing,  and  ask  this  House  if  they  will  sanction 
a  Uwbj  which  their  fellow-citizens  shall  be 
dragged  into  an  ini^nisition— that,  in  defiance  of 
those  principles  which  hare  heretofore  actuated 
the  Republican  party.  In  violation  of  the  people's 
TigbU,  that  you  will  drag  them  before  a  court  of 
inquiry,  or  court  martial,  as  the  case  may  be, 
there  to  be  shut  up  and  questioned,  on  the  most 
delicate  subjects  to  themselves,  and  perhaps  irrele- 
vant to  the  cause,  at  the  caprice  and  discretion  of 
the  eommaoding  officer?  Can  this  be  justified? 
Can  this  be  reconciled  to  their  own  feelings  or  to 
the  people?  If  it  can.  gentlemen  must  di^  very 
widely  from  me;  indeed,  riewing  it  at  I  do,  they 
vcTer  could  support  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carollnt  has  also 
observed,  that  whraever  anything  wa«  said  in  the 
House  with  respect  to  the  liberty  of  the  country, 
standing  armies  were  introdueed,  and  that  the 
House  were  favored  by  an  eloquent  strain  of  de- 
damaiion.  Is  this  strange?  Sir,  the  very  arti- 
cles of  war  which  we  are  about  to  amend,  or 
rather  to  make  worse,  is  a  strong  argument  why 
nen  subject  to  them  ought  not  to  be  depended  on 
in  times  af  peace.  Can  any  man  suppose  that  a 
•oldier,  who  can  be  lied  up  and  flogged  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  a  petty  court  martial,  can  feel  that  ardor 
ibr  liberty  with  one  who  is  living  in  the  unre- 
•trained  enjoyment  of  all  its  blessings?  Can  they 
he  expected  to  step  forward  in  defence  of  rights 
they  do  not  enjoy?  Can  they  feel  much  atiach- 
nent  to  the  principles  of  a  Constitvtion,  when 
they  are  depriTed  of  sacred  rtehti  which  are  ex- 
tended to  others,  and  which  rights  would  alone 
attach  your  citizens  to  your  Qovemment?  No, 
sir,  no  such  zeal  can  be  expected  from  them. 
You  might  as  Well  expeet  from  the  slave  of  an 
Bastern  nabob,  that  attachment  toyotir  CoBstitu- 
lion  which  yoo  find  in  yovr  own  citizens.  The 
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gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  obsnved  that 
courts  martial  or  courts  of  inquiry  cannot  pervert 
the  truth  of  evidence.  They  certainty  Bare  a 
right  to  determine  as  they  please  on  ertdeoce; 
and  hy  whom,  I  would  ask,  are  these  courts  ap- 
poinied  ?  Generally,  it  may  be  said,  by  the  officers 
of  high  rank,  but  sometimes  by  officers  ef  inferior 
rank,  sometimes  for  one  purpose  sometimes  for 
another.  But  noone  wilt  contend,  sir,  who  knom 
anything  of  homau  nature,  that  inasmuch  as 
men  holding  commissions  and  filling  high  office* 
in  the  Gkivernment  hare  the  appointment  of  courts 
martial,  that  the  time  may  not  arrive  when  those 
courts  may  be  created  for  the  worst  of  purposes; 
that  ihey  may  be  created  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vancing the  views  and  interest  of  tne  person  who 
creates  ihem.  Will  the  gentleman  contend  that 
a  court  appointed  in  tbts  way,  can  or  will  decide 
properly  on  the  evidence  that  comes  before  ihemf 
Certainly  not,  sir;  and  I  would  ask  to  whom  are 
these  courts  responsible?  Responsible  only  to 
the  persoU'Who  appoints  them.  Sir,  permit  me 
to  say  that  I  consider  these  military  courts  as  little 
calculated,  from  the  very  nature  of  their  ereaiioa, 
to  decide  the  fate  of  an  American  citizen  as  the 
inquisition  iteelf.  Bat,  sir,  another  consideration 
has  great  weight  with  me.  Before  I  would  com- 

ril  a  citizen  to  appear  as  an  eridence  in  any  court 
must  have  some  pledge  that  he  wonld  be  pro- 
tected, and  that  the  persons  composing  the  court 
were  competent  to  decide  on  the  rules  of  erideoce^ 
and  that  ne  might  not  be  called  on  to  answer 
questions  tending  to  criminate  hinlself. 

I  will  readily  and  williogly  admit  that  the  per- 
sons composinga  court  martial,  or  court  of  inqui- 
ry, may  possess  all  the  bonur  and  valor  character- 
istic of  the  soldier,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  our  common  apd  statute 
laws.  A  man  may  possess  all  th^  qualificBtiona 
that  may  entitle  him  to  mount  the  cockade  in  hi* 
hat;  he  maybe  bold,  ardent,  and  adrentaroo^ 
but  not  a  profound  lawyer.  In  fact,  sir,  wilhoot 
saying  anything  to  the  disparagement  of  our  offi- 
cers—and whicn,  I  assure  you,  I  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  do— 1  may  say  that,  from  the  natare  of 
their  education,  they  are  not  qualified  to  compoae 
a  court,  such  as  American  citizens  are  accustomed 
to.  I  will  ask,  what  may  be  the  result  of  this  law, 
if  passed  ?  A  soldier  or  officer  is  on  his  trial  at 
MichtHmackinae,  aod  for  the  parpose  of  delay,  be 
sobpcenas  a  witness  from  a  distant  part  of  the 
Union ;  you  most,  by  the  prorisiona  of  this  law, 
leave  your  home  and  give  your  attendance,  whea, 
in  fact,  you  know  nothing  rdatire  to  the  cause. 
This,  sir,  is  firing  a  privilege  unknown.  I  be- 
lieve, in  our  civil  county  for,  when  awitnessdoea 
not  attend,  you  must  file  an  affidaTit,  or  touc 
cause  goes  on ;  but  this  r^ulation,  for  augnt  I 
know,  may  vary  in  thadiffitrent  Statek. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  prorisiDus  of  the  Srat 
section,  and  see  how  far  it  comports  with  the  di^ 
nity  which  ought  to  be  preserved  in  the  Judiciary 
of  our  country,  and  how  far  it  respects  the  pri- 
vate and  delicaiecommun  ieations  which  frequent- 
ly take  place  among  your  citizens,  and  with  which 
the  pnUic  iolerest  and  welfare  hate  w>e»nezioa. 
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Lttwrtlvr  Wthsbill:  "That  in  crevjr  case 
'  vhcfe  the  attendance  of  anir  penon,  not  in  the 
'  military  or-  naral  serTiae  of  the  United  SlMea, 
'  ^all  be  necessary  as  a  wiinew  before  a  military 

*  or  naval  coart  Burtial,  a  Baramons  may  be  is- 
'  MMd  out  of  any  court  of  the  United  Sutea,  and 
'  the  clerk  of  aajr  sncb  court  shall  be,  and  he  u 
'  hereby  authorized  and  required,  upon  doe  appU- 
'  catioQ  in  writhig  by  the  wdge  adroeate,  or  par- 
'  ty  afficiatiDfc  as  such,  or  by  the  partr  aeensed,  to 

*  isane  s*eh  tommons,  requiring  men  witnen  to 
'  appear,  aad  gire>»Tidence  before  such  coort  awr- 
'  tial  or  court  of  toquiry,  and  upon  good  and  soffi- 
*cient  cause  shown."  What  is  meant  by  the 
words  good  and  sufficiMit  canae  shown  t  I  ask 
the  framers  of  the  bill,  if  they  mean,  by  good  and 
snffieicat  cause  shown,  that  a  mililary  court  shall 
determine  when  it  is  necessary ;  and  that  a  judge 
of  a  cirit  court  shall,  in  eomplianee  with  their 
eommaod,  issue  a  summons?  Is  this,  sir,  to  be 
the  pc)wer  giren  to  a  court  of  inquiry  by  this  bill? 
K  it  jrou  make  the  ciril  institutions  of  your 
eoDatry  ustramenis  in  tbe  hands  of  a  military 
court,  for  you  call  upon  a  jodge  to  do  a  judicial 
■ctf  without  knowing  whether  it  is  correct  or  not. 
This,  sir,  is  a  principle  which  I  never  can  sanc- 
tum  with  my  vote.  But,  perhaps,  this  is  not  the 
ialcDtion,  but  it  is  intended  that  the  judge  shaU 
determine  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  summon- 
ing the  witness.  Then,  I  will  ask,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible that  a  jodge  can  decide,  when  tbe  case  is 
oot  judicially  before  bim  7  How  can  the  judge 
of  this  District,  for  instance,  decide  upon  the  case 
depending  in  the  court  of  inqtiiry,  to  which 
has  aot  attended  in  the  ehametw  of  a  judge  7  If 
they  bare  not  all  tbe  eircumstanees  before  them, 
it  is  ioaposeibte  they  can  decide  any  question  with 
propriety,  in  the  capacity  of  a  judge.  But,  sir, 
tt  aeams  that  they  are  to  bare  power,  by  this  law, 
to  eoopd  a  witness  to  produce  any  paper,  doeo- 
matt,  or  record  in  bis  possession,  power,  or  con- 
troi.   [Mr.  L.  then  read  the  following :]  "  The 

*  said  wilnes^  in  such  summons,  may  be  further 
'  directed  and  required  to  exhibit  in  evidence  be- 

*  fan  such  court  martial  or  court  of  inquiry,  any 

*  paper,  document,  or  record  in  his  pomssion, 

*  power,  or  coutrd."   Is  there,  I  will  ask,  a  judge 
fvesiding  in  any  civil  court  in  tbe  United  States 
who  wodld  suffer  a  parly  to  examine  a  witness  to 
this  alarmiag,  uBjust,and  indelicate  extent  7  Was 
tbereeversuch  a  thing  heard  of  in  a  country  pos< 
Msaed  of  civil  liberty,  that  a  summons  should  is- 
mtj  compelUag  a  citizen  to  produce  every  docn- 
wttrnt  or  paper  in  their  possessioa  or  control  7  It 
la  tcoe,  wbea  aay  paper  is  deoided  by  a  jud^e,  in 
a  aoatt  of  eoanoo  law,  to  be  relevant  and  im- 
pavmat  in  a  ease,  tbe  party  may  be  compelled  to 
pndaee  it;  bat  to  say  that  every  paper  and  doco- 
■aant,  even  of  tbe  most  delicate  and  iiraleraat 
saUre,  is  to  be  produced ;  that  the  communica- 
tioais  which  have  been  made  in  the  generous  glow 
of  Irieoddiip;  that  letters  wich  hare  been  rn- 
trasted  to  the  eare  and  honbr  of  a  friend,  involr- 
img  thm  secret  and  private  transactions  of  a  maa's 
iafCf  and  having  no  bearing  on  the  cause  at  issue, 
mn  to  be  iadiaaiiminaiely  ravcaM  to  a  Miliiary 


oonrt,  is  a  raeasare,  sir,  ifaat  I  am  sare  this  Hooan 
never  will  ssnotion.  What,  sir,  will  be  the  coa- 
se<tueDee  of  this  law  if  it  pass  7  You  prostrate 
the  rules  of  evideaee  which  have  heretofore  ex- 
isted, and  IB  your  great  zeal  to  convict  the  ae- 
cused,  you  compel  an  American  citizen,  in  viola- 
tion of  jostice  and  the  principles  of  liberty,  to 
become  his  own  accuser.  It  may  be  said,  sir,  that 
a  eooit  of  inquiry,  or  court  martial,  would  not 
suffer  a  disclosure  of  facts  irrelerant  to  the  cause, 
to  be  made.  la  tbe  first  place,  sir,  I  may  answer, 
that  ibey  may  be,  without  reflecting  on  (hem  as 
men  of  honor  or  courage,  ignorant  m  statute  and 
common  law,  and  ignorant  of  the  rules  of  evi- 
dence ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  I  never  would 
trust  to  the  discretion  of  any  court,  much  less  to 
a  court  hariqg  as  little  responsibility  to  theuatio« 
as  a  military  court. 

From  the  proviso,  at  the  end  of  the  second  seor 
tion,  it  appears  that  siekness,  or  some  other  inevjp 
table  impedinentj  is  the  only  plea  that  cm  be 
made  in  justification  of  a  default,  and  if  a  papw 
is  not  produced:  "That  in  case  such  witness  shall 
'  satisfy  the  eourt  before  whom  such  proceeding 
'  against  such  witness  shall  be  had  as  aforesaif^ 
that  tbe  default  imputed  to  him  was  produced 
'  by  si<^ness  or  other  inevitable  impediment,  and 
'  was  not  an  act  of  contempt  or  wilful  disobedi- 
'  eoce,  such  vritness  shall  be  forthmth  discharged 
*  from  any  farther  proceedings  thereupon  in  said 
'  court."   I  wiH  ask  this  House,  if  sommoned  to 

Eroduce  a  letter,  I  could  satisfy  the  judge  that  it 
ad  no  relation  to  the  cause  defieodiog,  ought  it 
not  to  be,  on  the  principles  of  jjostioa  and  common 
sense,  asuSicient  cause  for  withholding  itj  ou^ht 
I  to  be  compelled  to  gratify  the  whim  andeapnoe 
the  aeeuser  or  the  aecnsed,  to  ptodoee  a  usttar 
of  a  ddicate  and  private  nature  having  ao  bear* 
ing  on  the  subject,  or  to  produce  one  that  mi^t 
enminate  myself  7  Sir,  this  doctrine  cannot  be 
Hipportcd.  Assometliiog.has  been  nid,  sir,  with 
respect  to  the  court  of  inquiry  now  sitting  in  this 
city,  perhaps  it  may  be  said  that  this  law  should 
|wst,  toenaole  the. court  to  progress  in  their  in- 
quiry ;  against  this  it  may  be  ur^ed,  that  theo& 
fence  into  which  they  are  iaquirii^,  is  not  an 
offence  knowo  to  tbe  articles  or  war ;  but,  in  my 
opinion,  it  would  be  better  that  ten  thousand  et> 
fenders,  covered  with  suspicion  and  guilt,  should 
escape  unpunished,  than  to  violate  the  principles 
of  your  Constitution,  on  the  inviolate  observance 
of  which  depends  tne  liberty  aad  happineas  of 
vonrselves  and  your  children.  Better  would  it 
be  that  Qraeral  Wilkinson  should  remain  (what 
he  has  proved  by  his  own  deelamtion)  the  vie- 
tim  of  suspicion  for  thirteen  years  loiuet,  without 
establishing^  his  innocence,  and  let  the  responsi- 
bility for  his  future  good  conduct  rest  with  those 
who  hereafter  may  retain  bim  in  office.  Sir,  as 
this  individual  case  mar  be  introduced  as  a  rea- 
son for  the  adoption  of  tnis  law,  permit  me  to  di- 
gress, and  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
nation  to  one  fact;  that  in  this  country,  which' 
possesses  erery  institution  calculated  to  proteet 
the  property,  to  defend  the  liberty,  and  to  preserve 
frain  nul^jiaiirttad,  slander  the  cihaiaeter  oC  the 
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cttfzen ;  that  sn  iodiridaal  should  be  found  pro- 
ftestDff  «ll  the  puDctilious  honor  and  courage  of 
the  floTdier,  vho,  for  thirteen  years,  has  been  the 
Tictim  of  suspicion.  This  is  an  entgma  not 
pretend  to  unravel,  but  wilt  leave  it  to  those  more 
billed  in  necromancy  than  myself. 

It  has  been  said,  sir,  that  the  President  of  the 
UoHed  Stales  intimated  a  necessity  for  this  law. 
Be  certainly,  in  his  Message,  noticed  that  milita- 
try  courts  had  not  the  power  of  compelling  the  et- 
tendanee  of  iritnesses;  hat  I  cannot,  from  this, 
suppose  that  he  meant  to  recommend  a  thing  like 
diis,  fraught  with  mischief  incalculable.  But,  for 
the  sake  of  argument,  I  wilt  admit  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  recommended  this  extraordinary  bill, 
does  it  fdlow  that  this  circumstance  is  to  induce 
■e  to  sacrifice  the  pledge  I  ha*e  gir^a  to  my  con- 
stituents to  protect  their  rights,  as  far  m  I  am 
ftble,  or  to  violate  the  oath  I  buTe  taken  in  tbe  face 
of  diis  House  and  in  the  face  of  the  nation,  to  sup- 
port the  Constitution  of  the  United  State's.  Bat 
thisftr^ment  of  confideooe,  so  often  introduced 
Into  this  House,  is  one  I  do  not  understand  or  ap- 
piore.  We  are  responsible  to  the  people  for  our 
ewnduct — so  is  the  Executive.  And  to  say  that 
we  must  advocate  this  or  that  ttteasure,  because 
(be  Sxeoutive  reeomraends  it,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
degrading  to  the  dignity  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  peopfe.  To  the  new-born  political  creed  of 
vneaspeeting  confidence,  of  implicit  obedience  to 
Executive  will,  I  never  can,  1  never  will,  sub- 
scribe. If  I  eaaaot  retain  my  popularity  bv  a 
strict  adherenee  to  the  prioei|4es  of  the  Constltu- 
tioD,  by  supporting  all  measures  calculeted  to  ad- 
Tance  the  happiness  of  the  people  and- the  good 
of  ny  country,  and  by  a  decided  opposition  loall 
those  measures  calcalated  to  have  a  contrary  ef- 
fect, no  matter  by  whom  recommended,  I  am 
ready  and  willing  to  retire  into  private  life,  there 
to  lament  the  political  fanaticism  of  my  country- 
inea.  It  is,  sir,  from  the  people  themselves  I  wish 
to  hold  my  popularity, and  on  the  ground  that,  by 
tny  political  conduct,  I  show  myself  attached  to 
their  rights  and  independence.  I  have  trespassed 
a  considerable  time  on  the  patience  of  the  Com- 
Uitlee,  and  am  conscious  of  their  indulgence. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  rose  to  explain,  that 
he  had  not  used  theexpression,  that  military  coorts 
omild  not  pertert  testimony. 

Mr.  Tatlob  rose  to  observe  that  he  bad,  wiien 
Hp  before,  expressed  himself  inaccurately ;  and 
the  ffentlemei»  who  bad  reified  to  him  had  taken 
ftmple  advantage  of  it.  Militarjr  courts,  he  said, 
took  testimony  in  publie,  but  deliberated  on  it  in 
private.  He  had,  before,  stated  that  the  trial  was 
private,  which  was  ao  error,  [iroceeding  from  his 
eonridning  the  pfaettee  in  this  eouatry  to  be  the 
aune  as  in  Bngbrnd. 

Fhioat,  March  4. 

The  House  met  this  morning  at  the  usual  hoar; 
Vat  information  being  given  that  the  Spbakeb 
Ms  indisposed,  and  eotud  not  attend,  the  House, 
after  some  discussion,  adjourned  till  to>morrow. 

Messn.  ■  Sauuif  Blookt.  Uomor,  and  D«v- 


Uahb,  UQB. 


Bifpoar,  supported  the  motion  for  adjournment, 
and  Messrs.  Dawsoh,  M.  C14AT,  Sloan,  Cahp- 
BBLL  and  Stahfobo  opposed  it  and  wished  to 
choose  a  Speaker  pro  Im. 

The  observations  of  gentlemen  en  each  side  of 
the  motion,  were  directed  almost  entirely  to  pre- 
edeois.  It  was  geoerally  considered  as  a  mark 
of  respect  to  the  Speakw  to  adjourn  for  one  itj, 
(0  order  to  ascerum  whether  it  might  be  neces- 
sary on .  the  next  day  to  appoint  a  Speaker  pr» 
tern.  Tbe  gentlemen  oopoaed  to  a(QearDmeot 
wished  to  appoint  a  Speaker  pro  tern,  la  order  to 
proceed  with  business ;  but  precedents  were  pro- 
duced in  which  the  House  had  adjoonied  one 
day  or  more  in  like  cases. 


Satdrdat,  March  5. 
At  the  usual  hour  on  this  day  the  House  met; 
but  it  bfing  understood  that  the  Speaker  was  not 
at  present  able  to  attend,  and  that  be  would  pri>- 
bably  attend  on  Monday,  tbe  House  immediately 
adjourned. 


I  Monday,  March  7. 

Mr.  Fortbb  pre:iented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Philadeipbia,  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  petitioners,  tbvz 
heirs  and  assigns,  may  have  the  privilege  of  re*  , 
newing  the  patents  granted  to  them,  respeettvdyf 
as  discoverers  or  improvers  of  useful  arts  within 
tbe  United  States,  for  such  farther  term  as  10  the 
wisdom  of  Goomss  slnll  seom  meek— Oidetei 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BoTLE,  frwn  the  Committee  on  the  Publie 
Lands,  to  whom  were  referred,  on  tbe  twes^- 
ninth  of  December,  and  tbe  nineteenth  and  ihic 
tieih  of  January  last,  tbe  sersral  memorials  and 
petitions  of  the  WyatKlot  nation  of  Indians,  and 
of  the  inhabiunts  of  tbe  Territory  of  MtohigaB, 

E resented  a  bill  supplemental  to  "Ao  act  rega- 
iting  the  grants  of  land  in  the  Twiiory  <^Micbi- 

?an ;"  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
'Ommittee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next 
Tbe  Sfbakgb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  accotnpanyinc  his 
report  on  the  petition  of  Oeorge  Hunter,  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  referred  to  him  by  order  of 
the  House,  on  the  second  insuot  $  which  woo 
read,  and  lefetred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  O.  W.  Cahpbbij^  from  the  Coramitieeof 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act,  enUtled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  eon* 
pensation  of  Clerks,  and  to  authoHza  the  laying 
out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  pnrpoM^''^ 
passed  the  tweoty-fitst  day  of  April,  in  tbe  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six  i  vhiek  was 
read  twice  and  oommKted  to  a  ComiDittee  of  lha 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PuaiBBnr 
or  TBS  United  Statbs  in  relation  to  publie 

Sound  and  other  property  in  the  city  of  New 
rleooe.  The  Message  was  read,  and,  togethw 
with  the  pepers  accompeaying  tbe  same,  refer* 
cad  CO  die  Ceamittee  on  the  PaUia  Lands. 
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Mr.  NsvTOM,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Com- 
mereeind  Maoafactnrec  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted, OB  the  fifteenrti  ultimo,  the  bill  seat  from 
the  SeMte,  eatitled  "Ad  act  for  erecting  a  light- 
kmm^  mad  placing  boojrs  at  the  plaoes  tbereiii 
■eatioDCd,"  reported  Mveial  ameadoieBts  tbetetoj 
vhieh  vere  tmi,  and,  togetber  with  the  said  Mil, 
eOBMBitted  to  a  Committee  of  die  Whole  Howe. 

fiAr.  J.  Clat,  from  the  committee  appointed  (To 
the  sereDtecoih  of  Norember  last,  presented  a 
bill  for  the  eacoaragement  of  learniogiand  for 
the  |R«notkm  of  the  useful  arte  j  wbieb  was  read 
twice  and  eoramiited  to  a  Comminae  of  tbe 
Whole  on  Frid^jr  next. 

Oo  moiitm  of  Mr.  Gloftom, 

RemtUed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inqaire  into  tbe  ezpedieocy  of  oontinniog  ia  force, 
for  &  farther  time,  "An  act  for.  the  more  effectual 
faeaenratioD  of  p«iee  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  the  waters  aoder  tbeir 
jnrisdtetioa and  that  they  bare  leare  to  report 
Vy  bilU  or  otherwise. 

Ordereti,  That  Mr.  Ci.optoh,  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
uuABK,  mad  Mr.  DnaiLL^  be  appointed  a  eom- 
nituc^  poraoant  to  the  said  resolation. 

A  message  from  Uie  Senate  informed  the 
Bbnae  thai  the  Senate  hare  pafsed  tbe  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the 
,  Baptist  Church  in  the  City  of  Wanhington and 
the  bill,  entitled  "Ao  aet  for  pro^fBriog  an  addi- 
tiottal  number  of  arms,"  with  amendments,  to 
which  they  desire  tbe  concurrenee  of  this  House. 
The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  aioeod  tbe  act,  entitled  'An  act  establishtog 
Cirenic  Courts ;  and  abridging  the  jorrsdictioD  m 
the  Dietriet  Courts  of  the  districts  of  Kentucky, 
Tenaeaaee,  and  Ohio to  which  they  desiro  tbe 
eoaenrrenee  of  this  House. 

Tbe  SpBAKia  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Seeretar?  of  War,  transmittiag  an  ad- 
dicioiMl  report  in  raatioD  to  the  tuTalid  pensioners 
of  the  United  States ;  which  wero  read,  and,  to- 
fecfaer  with  the  doeaments  aeeonwanying  the 
same,  referred  to  die  Committee  of  Claims. 

MnJTARY  COURTS. 

The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole  on  the  bill  coocnatng  Courts  Martial 
and  Courts  of  loquirjr. 

Mr.  J.  Clat's  motion  for  striking  out  the  first 
aeetion  being  yet  under  consideratioa— 

Mr.  FiNDLBT  said  he  did  not  koow  that  argu- 
ment was  necessary  to  subvert  the  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  the  bill.  Tbe  gentie- 
flkan  from  Kntucky  (Mr.  Rowan)  bad  given  the 
bcatreaaoo  in  the  world  for  his  objections— that 
be  knew  aothing  about  the  subject.  Erery  one 
beariag  his  argoments  woold  bare  diseorered 
UMt  wnhoM  his  telling  them.  Tbooe  t^oers 
wiio  eompoaeeonrts  martial,  said  Mr.  F.^  are  se- 
leeisd  ffeoi  ihair  emmtry  for  tbeir  int^rity  and 
honor,  and  are  responsible  for  their  conduct.  I 
Wiah  tbegeotleman  from  Kentudcy,  and  all  who 
do  not  kaow  it,  to  understand  that  courts  autrtiat 
are  always  held  as  puUiely  as  eiril  courts,  but 
Jatibmiia  ami  makm  op  IheW  op^ow  hi  ^vato. 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  F.  then  made  some  observations  in  favor  ct 
tbe  principle  of  tbe  bill;  he  thought  the  measure 
which  tt  embraced  was  necessary  for  the  justifi- 
cation of  character  and  to  prevent  slandn*.  He 
said  he  had  been  in  courts  martial ;  and  whenever 
the  judge  advocate  bad  summoned  citizens,  they 
had  attended  without  eompulsiim.  !f  persoov 
who  were  summoned  were  inclined  to  do  justice, 
they  would  still  do  so ;  but  as  a  case  of  refusal  bati 
occurred,  it  was  requisite  to  provide  that  tbef 
should  not  have  it  in  their  power  to  refuse. 

Tbe  question  oq  striking  out  the  first  section 
was  then  taken,  and  the  motion  negatived — 53 
to  36. 

Mr.  Tatlor  observed  that  be  had  been  struck 
with  tbe  force  of  the  observations  of  the  gentle* 
man  from  Maryland  a  few  days  ago,  oo  that  part 
of  the  law  which  requires,  upon  a  certain  cause 
showDj^the  production  of  every  paper,  document, 
&c.  The  judicial  courts  did  not  possess  tbe 
power  of  wresting  from  an  individual  private  pa* 
pers.  The  general  terms  of  the  laws  which  au- 
thorized the  sending  for  persons,  papers,  and  ree* 
ords,  in  certain  cases,  were  coostmed  to  inelade 
merely  public  papers.  Hevished  to  leave  theaa 
courts  precisely  in  the  same  situation  ucoarta  of 
law,  and  therefore  moved  to  insnt  in  the  first  sec- 
tion the  word  "  public"  before  the  words  "  paper, 
document."  &c. — Agreed  to. 

Several  amendments  having  been  made  not  af* 
feeting  the  principle  of  tbe  bill,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  it. 

The  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  and 
the  question  having  been  put  that  the  bill  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading, 

Mr.  D.  R.  WibUAMS  moved  to  strike  out  all 
the  first  seciivn,  exeept  iheameBdmeBt  which  had 
been  made. 

Tbe  Spbakbr  deeided  that  the  motioa  was  not 

in  order. 

The  question  oo  the  bill^  passing  to  a  third 
reading  was  then  taken  by  yeas  aAi  nays,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Stanporo,  and  deeided  in  Che  aflSrdb> 
ative — yeas  65,  nays  4^  as  follows: 

TiAt— Willis  Alston,  inn.,  Es^l  Bwon,  David 
BtrdfJohn  Blake,  jon.,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown, 
WiUiun  A.  Banvflll,  Wtltiun  Bntler,  Joseph  Calbonn, 
GeorKa  W.  Cami^Mll,  Matthew  Vimy,  Orchard  Cot^ 
Bt^sjd  Cutts,  John  Dewaon,  Josiah  Itoane,  Jos^^ 
Pesha,  John  W.  Eppw.  William  Findley,  Jaaies  Fiak, 
Isai^  L.  Oreen,  John  Heiater,  WiUiani  Helms,  James 
Holland,  David  Holmee,  BeDjunin  Howard,  Daniat 
Ilsley,  John  G.  Jackaon,  Bichaid  M.  Johnson,  Walter 
Jone%  William  Kirkpatikfc*  Nehemiah  Kni^U,  John 
LarabiBrt,  William  McUreery, John  Montgomery,  fficho* 
las  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold>  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson 
C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  I'ugh,  John  Rea  of 
Pesnsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards, 
Matthias  Ricfaarda,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Sealer, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Hen- 
ry  Southard,  Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  Jtdui  Tay> 
lor,  John  Hhompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Danid  C  Ver- 
planck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whit^iU.  Isaac  Wil- 
bour,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  James 
Witberell. 

Naxs— Lemael  J.  Alslaii>  Barmll  BaasstI,  WiUiai 
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W.  Bibb,  EpftphrodituB  GhKmirioit,  Martin  Cbitten- 
dm,  Jowph  Cny,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  8am- 
«el  W.  mm»t  John  Davenport  jno.,  Daniel  M.  DueU, 
JnMi  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Frandi  Gardner,  Edwin 
Gny,  John  Harria,  Wiliiam  Uoge,  Robert  Jenkins, 
lames  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewie,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
•rmore,  Edward  Lloyd,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Jofliab  Maaterfl,  Daniel  Montgomery,  juo.,  Jona- 
than O.  Moeely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Joeiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John 
BiuseJI,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewii  B. 
Sturgea,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Abram  Trigg,  Jaba 
^>bam,  Jamea  1.  Van  Allen,  Aidiibald  Van  Horn, 
DniA  R.  William^  and  Mumadnke  Willlama. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bUl  be  read  the  third 
(!me  tu-morrow. 

SALE  OF  ARMS. 

The  House  took  up  for  eoDsideraiioo  the  report 
of  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  au- 
thortztog  the  sale  of  certain  arms. 

Mr.  Bibb  iiibt>daced  an  amcndineDt  to  ihe  bill, 
to  except  from  the  requisitioD  of  p>yiDC  money 
into  the  Treasury  bel'ore  delivery  the  Siatcy  to 
vhieh  the  Uoited  States  may  be  indebted  in  a 
anm  equal  to  the  amount  of  purchase. 

This  claose  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Q,[;tHCY, 
inasmuch  as  it  would  permit  the  creditor  States 
to  realize  the  debts  due  from  the  United  States 
which  may  be  payable  ten  or  twenty  years  beuee; 
all  the  States  thus  coming  forward  mast  be  equal- 
ly entiit«l  to  receive  arms;  there  not  being  arms 
sufficient  for  all,  it  would  give  rise  to  an  exercise 
of  favoritism  to  particular  States. 

It  was  supported  by  Messrs.  DawsoN,  Biaa,  and 
Nelson,  who  replied,  that  if  these  States  choose 
thtis  to  realise  tne  debu  due  to  them,  for  whtch 
they  nuw  reeetve  interest,  the  United  States  would 
bava  no  objection.  Bat  the  States  would  not  do 
this,  for  it  was  known  when  funded  debt  was  to 
be  extinguished,  that  iodividuab  would  not  sub- 
scribe Biocli ;  that  even  tf  States  did  come  for- 
ward and  apply  for  more  arms  than  could  be  con- 
renieutly  disposed  of,  the  Secreury  of  War  would 

five  to  those  Stales  in  preference  which  really 
ad  occasion  for  them. 
.  Mr.  Bacon  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  pro- 
Tiso  of  Mr.  Bibb,  to  limit  the  debts  mentioned  in 
the  proviso  to  debts  actaally  payable  to  the  State 
applying,  at  the  time  of  purchase. 

Thisamefidment  was  agreed  to ;  but,  a  few  min- 
utes afterwards, 

Mr.  Taylor,  who  had  voted  in  the  majority 
from  a  misapprehension  of  the  heari^  of  the 
aroendment,  moved  a  reeonsideratioD  oiMr.  Ba- 
oom's  amendment.— Agreed  to,  37  to  35. 

Mr.  Bibb  called  for  a  division  of  Mr.  Bacon's 
motion,  taking  it  first  on  striking  out  of  the  pro- 
Tiso  the  wor£  intended  to  be  snbstituted  by  the 
amendment. 

The  qaestion,  thus  divided,  was  negatived— 51 
to  14. 

A  quorum  not  having  voted,  Mr.  Etr  moved 
10  adjourn.— Negatived,  yeas  13. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Bacon's  amendment  to 
die  proviso  as  divided^  was  negatived— 61  to  10. 


Mabob,  180S. 


The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bin'a 
proviso,  and  carried— 53  to  36. 

[The  ground  of  the  various  amendments  to  this 
bill  and  discussion  upon  them  is  this:  The  State 
of  Oeorgia  wishes  to  porohase  arms  to  the  anm- 
ber  of  10,000  stand,  but  has  not  in  hes  Treasury 
specie  wherewith  to  make  paynent.  There  m 
doe  to  the  Slate  of  Oeorgia  out  of  the  proecedeof 
the  first  sales  of  the  Yazoo  lands,  in  payment  of 
which  the  money  is  due,  a  sum  of  money.  Geor- 
gia wishes  to  receive  from  the  United  States  these 
arms,  of  which  she  stands  in  need,  aa  a  eompea- 
sation  in  advance  of  part  of  the  first  payment 
which  the  United  Siaien  is  bound  to  make  to  ber 
at  a  certain  time.  Georgia  is  one  irf*  Uie  appli- 
cants for  arms,  and  the  Slate  whoae  neeesaiif  tot 
them  is  most  pressing.] 

Those  who  opposed  (he  object  of  the  bill  by 
motions  and  observations,  were,  Messrs.  Baooiv, 
Ely,  Qcincy,  and  Rhea^  of  Tennessee. 

Those  who  supported  it,  were  Messrs.  Alston. 
Bibb,  Dawson,  Kelboh,  Nioholas.  Tbodp,  Tay- 
lor, and  Van  Hokn. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  ta  a  third 
reading  to-morrow— 68  to  14. 


Tuesday,  March  S. 
Another  member,  la  wit:  from  Virginia  John 
Claibornb,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials, 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hiJl,  entitled  ''An 
act  remitting  the  duties  payable  on  the  importa- 
tion of  a  monument  to  be  erected  to  the  officers 
of  the  United  States'  Navy,  who  fell  during  the 
altack  nude  oa  the  city  of  Tripdi,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  eoneor- 
rence  of  this  House ;  also,  the  bill,  entitled  '^Aa 
act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  5uppl«- 
mentary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  aet  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  th»ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,"  with  aevaral 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  ccncur- 
rence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Seaate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  aet 
supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  laying 
an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  dotIs 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States:"  Where- 
upon, 

JfMolced,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  eighth, 
of  the  said  amendaeats,  and  doth  alao  agree  ta 
the  seventh  of  the  said  amendments,  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  House  proeeeded  to  consider  the  am>ead- 
ment  proposed  by  the  Seaate  to  the  biU,  eatitled 
''An  actpreeutio^iaaadditiuial  number  of  aroH:" 
Whwopon, 

Boohed,  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
said  ameodmenu 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  aet 
to  amend  the  not,  eatitled  'An  net  estaUtahing 
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GuGoii  GoDrts,  and  abridging  the  jarisdieiiod  of 
At  Dtttrict  CoorU  of  tbe  Diatricts  of  Kentucky, 
Tetsessee,  and  Ohio,  was  read  twice,  aod  referred 

10  Mctsn.  Gbobqb  W.  CuinEix,  John  G.  Jack- 

S0l,a8d  HOLI.AlfD. 

Tibe  Hoose  proceeded  to  eonrider  the  anend- 
■wotof  tbeSeoate  to  tbe  Mil,  entitled  ''An  act 
tBiDcorporftte  tbe  Trmtees  of  the  Baptist  Cbareh 

11  Ike  CUjr  of  WashingtoD  ^  Whereupon,  tlie 
■id  bill,  u^ber  with  ihe  amendment  of  the 
Bnate.  was  sttbmittcd  to  Messn.  SooTai.BD, 
Babd,  Bassitt,  Babkbb,  and  Cpupbppeb. 

Ur.  MomttOMEBT,  flrom  tbe  committee  to  whom 
vas  referred  the  Presideoi's  Message  on  tbe  sob- 
jeet,  reported  a  bill  addiiMnal  to  the  bilU  bereio- 
lore  patsed  respecting  tbe  Ohio  road.  [This  bill 
•ppropriaies  the  sum  of  dollars  in  addition 
to fonner appropriations oo  tbesobjeet.J  Which 
mi  rwice  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Oa  moitoo  of  Mr.  Yah  Hobn,  tbe  resolatioa 
vbkk  be  laid  on  tbe  table  a  few  days  ago,  for 
aawDdisg  tbe  Constitntion  is  relation  to  eentraets, 
vu  takcD  np  md  reierred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  UbIod. 

Oa  a  motion  made  to  resume  the  consideration 
of  a  recolotion  on  the  table  for  printing  certain 
papm  relatire  tu  tbe  Yazoo  claim,  the  House 
iHimd  to  consider  It. 

SALE  OF  ABMS. 
An  engrossed  bill  aotborizing  the  sale  of  public 
arms  was  read  the  third  time ;  and,  on  tbe  qaes- 
tioik  that  tbe  saoM  do  pass,  it  was  resolrcd  in  tbe 
^Srmattre — yeas  86,  nays  21,  as  foUown 

Tilt — LemnelJ.  Ahton,  Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  David 
Bird,  JoK^  Barker,  BorweU  BuMtt,  Williun  W. 
Bibb,  William  BlaeUedgc.  John  Blake  junior.  Thonu 
BkQM,  Boyle.  Wmiam  A.  Burmll,  WiUiam 
Btlw,  Janph  CelboOB,  Georga  W.Campbkl,Ep«pb- 
ndttat  Champioo,  ioMpb  Clay,  G«oi^e  Clinton,  jun., 
Joka  CkmloBf  How«H  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  John 
Ilsmm,  JtMiah  Daane.  Joaepb  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Da- 
■4 John  W.EppM,  WUliam  Findte/,  Peterson  Good- 
*7"i  Edwin  Gray,  Isaith  L.  Green,  John  Huris,  Wil- 
hua  Hehat,  WUliam  Hoge,  James  Holland.  David 
HoIbim,  Daniel  lUey,  John  G.  JackMn,  Richard  M. 
JoknaoD,  Waller  Jones,  James  KeUy.  William  Kirk- 
pttrick,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert,  Joseph 
I^wia,  joiuor,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love,  Matthew 
j^oot  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Me- 
Creery,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jonior, 
John  Mon^mery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Moore, 
moniah  Monovr,  John  Mottow,  Gurdon  8.  Mamford, 
wcer  Nelmi,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nidiolas, 
'An  Porter,  John  RLm  of  Tennessee.  Matthias  Rich- 
*^  Baanel  lUker,  John  RobmII.  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
^MBs  SaMk,  J^n  Smilie.  Jodediah  K.  Smith,  Bamnet 
Min  Smith.  Heniy  Sondiard.  Riehaid  Stanlbrd. 
^Mm  Siorer.  Peter  Swart,  John  Taykv,  Abram 
•mOiwg,  M.  Troop,  James  L  Van  AUeo,  Arcbi- 
Md  Van  Bam,  Daniel  C.  Vehilanek,  Jesse  Wharton, 
mtt  Wikor,  Marmadoke  WOUams,  Alexander  Wil- 
M,aadJaBkes  Witherell. 

NiTc— Ez^i^  Bacon,  Martiu  Chittenden,  Mattbvw 
(Say,  Otchard  Coc^  Biobard  Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
Ma  Daaanport.  janior,  JamM  ^Uot,  William  £ly. 


James  Fisk,  Franda  Gardner,  John  Heistar,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Tuaotby  Fidtin,  jun-,  Josiah  Qoiocy,  Jamea 
Sbian,  WitHam  Stedman,  Samuel  Taggait.  Beqjamin 
Talltnadge,  Jaba  V^iam,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

NAVAL  MONUMENT. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  tbe  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  remitting  the  dudes  payable  on  (he  im- 
portation of  a  monument  to  be  erected  in  memory 
of  tbe  officers  of  the  United  States**  NavyiWho 
fell  during  tbe  attack  made  on  the  city  of  Trip- 
oli, in  tbeyear  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four."  [The  amendment  appropriates  91)000  for 
railing  and  covering  the  same.1 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Nicboulb,  that  tbe 
said  bill  and  amendment  do  lie  on  tbe  table ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereupon,  it  passed  in 
the  native.  The  question  was  then  taken  that 
the  House  do  agree  with  the  Senate  in  their 
amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and  passed  in  tbe  neg- 
ative-^yeas  48,  nays  59,  as  follows : 

YV«— I<oii>uel  J.  Alston,  Burwell  Bassett,  E^pb- 
roditUB  Champion,  HarUn  Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb, 
Ordiard  CoiMt,  John  Culpewer,  S.  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  /osiah  Deane,  Jas.  Elliot, 
WUliam  Ely,  Francis  Gardner,  John  Harris,  William 
Helms,  Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Dsley,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  James  Kelly, 
William  Kirkpatrid[,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Edward  St. 
Loe  Livennore,  John  Love,  MatttieW  Lyon,  WiUiam 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  G.  S.  Momftnrd,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thos.  Newton,  W.  C.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Josiah  Quiney,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Russell, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  William  Stedman,  Clement 
Storer,  Peter  Swart,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  Jabez  Upbam,  Archibald  Van  Hon,  Daniel  C. 
Ver^anck,  apd  Marmaduke  Williams. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Blackledge.  John 
Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Bnk^  Robert  Brown. 
WiUiam,  Batler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Du- 
rell,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk, 
Peterson  Goodfnrn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green, 
John  Heister,  William  Hoge,  James  Holland,  David 
Holmes,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Josiah  Masters,  Daniel  Montgomery,  junior,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer^ 
emiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Jdin 
pQgfa,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  James  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Jedodiah  K.  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanfi>rd, 
John  Taylor,  J<din  Thompson,  James  I.  Van  Alien, 
Jesse  Wharton,  Ri^rt  WhitohUI,  Isaac  Wilbour.  Da- 
vid R,  Williams,  Alexander  Wibon,  Richard  Wiao, 
and  James  Witherell. 

MILITARY  CODRTS. 

The  Spbakbb  baring  commenced  reading  the 
engrossed  bill  concerning  Courts  Martial  and 
Courts  of  Inquiry — 

Mr.  Babsbtt  said  he  could  not  sit  still  while 
the  bill  was  reading  without  mentioning  a  propo- 
sition which  he  wished  to  make  in  relation  to  it. 
He  believed  that  there  was  no  position  more  sound 
than  that  wherever  a  tribunal  was  instituted,  it 
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Aonld  be  made  as  perfect  as  possible.  To  effect 
this,  it  was  necessary  that  it  shonld  be  endued 
vita  the  most  exteasire  power  to  collect  facts. 
He  was,  therefore,  elsarly  of  opfnion,  that  the 
power  of  military  courts  toobtaio  testimoayshould 
be  extended ;  but  there  was  one  |vinciple  io  tbb 
bill  to  which  he  could  not  consent.  He  meant 
that  part  which  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  court 
martial  to  bring  our  citizens  from  either  extreme 
of  the  coutinent  to  the  other.  A  view  of  the 
eoDtinent  would  show  the  hardship  of  it.  He 
would  not  restrain  this  power  from  a  belief  that 
our  courts  martial  were  so  far  biassed  as  to  make 
an  ill  use  of  it,  but  he  would  not  give  it,  because 
there  was  a  possibility  of  their  becoming  so.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  difference  between 
parole  and  written  evidence  was  so  ereat  as  to 
require  oral  testimony  in  all  cases.  He  had  al- 
ways thought  that  civil  courts  had  carried  this 
princi|de  loo  far,  and  certainly  did  not  wish  to 
admit  it  here.  As  the  bill  at  present  stood,  a  citi- 
zen might  be  called  by  a  military  court  from  the 
province  of  Maine  to  New  Orleans.  Mr.  B.  sug- 
gested one  difference  in  this  respect  between 
courts  of  law  and  courts  martial.  Civil  courts 
were  numerous  and  held  at  stated  places,  offend- 
ers being  tried  in  the  district  where  the  offence 
was  committed,  so  that  a  witness  might  not,  in 
civil  cases,  have  so  great  a  distance  to  travel; 
while  a  military  court  is  held  perhaps  in  a  remote 
corner  of  the  country  from  the  peculiarity  of  its 
organi2ation.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  bill  be  recommiited  for  the  parpoae  of  amend- 
ing the  detail. 

Mr.  MoNTOOHBRY  Stated  to  the  gentleman  last 
up,  that  the  operation  of  this  bill  went  to  provide 
that,  in  cases  in  which  the  definitive  nentence 
might  go  to  loss  of  life  or  to  infiimy,  subpoenas 
Aould  issue.  Bat  where  the  punishment  did  not 
extend  to  loss  of  life  or  Infamy,  depositions  might 
he  taken.  He  would  submit  it  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House  whether  a  person  should  be  at 
the  risk  of  life,  limb,  or  reputation,  before  a  court, 
and  not  hare  the  benefit  of  that  testimony  which 
would  prove  his  innocence.  There  was  no  civil 
criminal  jurisdiction throughouttheUnited  States, 
the  Constitution  having  forbade  it.  in  which  the 
person  accused  was.  not  confronted  with  his  wit- 
nesses} depositions  were  not  allowed  to  be  pro- 
duced as  evidence  in  such  cases.  This  bill  pro- 
vides that,  in  cases  going. to  life  and  infamous 
punishment,  oral  testimony  shall  be  had ;  ia  other 
cases  depositions  may  be  taken  upon  application 
to  a  judge  of  the  United  States  by  (he  judge  ad* 
Tocate  or  jMirty  aecnsed.  My  ovm  opinion  on 
this  subject  is,  that,  in  no  ease  whatever,  ought  a 
sentence  affecting  life  to  be  adjudged,  unless  the 
party  he  confronted  by  his  witnesses;  this,  too,  is 
the  practice  tn  our  civil  courts  under  the  Consti- 
tution. The  principle  contained  in  the  bill  does 
not  vary  from  the  practice  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  the  several  States.  Inasmuch 
as  but  In  few  cases  can  it  be  necessary  to  summon 
witnesses  from  remote  parts  of  the  Union,  and  as 
in  those  cases  they  ought  to  attend,  I  wish  the 
Mil  not  to  be  recommitted. 


MaMH,  1808. 


Mr.  M.  Williams  wished  the  failt  to  be  recom- 
mitted, and  then  stated  his  reasons  for  so  doiDfl^ 
among  others,  that  parole  evidence^  taken  be»i« 
a  eonrt  of  iaqairy,  when  collected,  eonld  not  be 
received  by  a  court  martial  in  eases  ^eettnf  life 
or  limb.  When  ffentlemeo  eeme  to  examine  the 
principles  of  the  bill,  they  will  be  fonnd  errone> 
ous.  1  am  certainly  of  opinioti  that  there  oa^t 
to  be  provision  by  law  to  give  ft  person  aeeaied 

a  crime  a  fair  opportunity  to  meet  all  charges 
against  him ;  but  I  cannot  set  any  good  gioaads 
why  a  citizen  should  be  dragged  before  a  ooart 
martial,  or  compelled  to  come  forward  when  their 
testimony  could  not  be  received.  Whenever  an 
officerfo  the  Army  is  charged  with  a  crime  against 
military  law,  be  is  tried  by  a  military  court;  bat 
whenever  he  commits  an  offence  of  a  civil  nature 
it  is  tried  by  a  civil  court.  It  is  well  known  that 
(he  case  which  has  formed  the  ground  of  this  bill 
is  triable  by  a  civil  court ;  and  soppose  a  chai^ 
is  made  against  an  officer  for  murder,  or  for  m> 
bery,  or  eorrupiion.is  it  proper  that  these,  beiag 
civil  o&nces^  should  be  tried  by  a  military  coarti 
I  think  the  bill  very  eieeptionable;  1  wish  every 
person  accused  to  have  a  fair  trial,  bnt  1  wonM 
never  give  power  to  a  military  eonrt  to  drag  oar 
ciriiens  from  every  part  of  the  Union.  ADOtfaer 
seotioa  gives  power  to  compel  the  production  of 
all  public  papers.  Would  you  compel  a  clerk  of 
a  court  to  bring  forth  all  hie  records  ?  Is  there  in 
the  United  States  any  court  which  has  that  pow- 
er? In  some  eases  copies  of  particular  recotdi 
are  permitted  tp  be  taken;  but  this  bill  not  onlf 
requires  the  records,  but  ell  In  the  possession  « 
any  officer,  upon  the  summons  of  a  military  eotirt. 
Another  part  says  that,  *'  the  witness  shall  be  tried 
for  non-aiteodanee  by  the  military  court,  aao 
fined  bv  a  civil  court."  The  second  section  «ys, 
'^the  witness  shall  not  be  diseharved  nntil  he  has 
gone  through  an  examination,  and  the  court  think 
proper  to  diocharge  him."  <jientlemen  hare  told 
us  that  a  military  court  will  not  pretend  to  abttse 
their  authority.  I  would  not  give  an  authority  to 
them  which  Ihef  possibly  could  abuse.  A  wit- 
ness might  be  led  to  give  testimony  to  convict 
himself  by  a  court  composed  of  military  men,  who, 
though  actuated  by  good  motives,  may  not  be 
acquainted  with  the  correct  rules  of  procedure  in 
such  cases.  I  can  never  consent  to  vole  for  this 
bill ;  if  it  be  recommitted,  and  such  a  bill  re- 

forted  as  might  be  formed,  I  mi^ht  vote  for  it,  as 
am  willing  to  make  some  provisiou  in  the  cast 
Such  a  bill  as  this,  taking  power  from  the  eivU 
and  testing  it  with  the  miUtary  authority,  nenr 
ought  to  be  adopted  in  our  Oovernment  We 
shonld  be  oareful  not  to  legislate  for  the  ptrtlea- 
lar  ease,  bat  consider  the  general  efl^M  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiBK  was  opposed  to  recommitmeoL  Toe 
necessity  and  justice  of  confronting  persons  ac 
cBsed  with  the  witnesses  against  them  had  beea 
acknowledged  in  all  free  (^vernmeats.  Deposi- 
tions were  the  most  fallacious  evidence  ihat  cooW 
be  conceived  j  much  more  of  fact  could  be  gath- 
ered from  oral  testimony,  cross-examinatioas  be- 
ing essentially  necessary  for  obtaining  the  whole 
trnth.  Id  depositions,  when  taken,  the  deponest 
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Bk»y  btnade  to  speak  a  tangoage  and  convar  a 

mea&ing  which  he  did  DOt  iotead,  aod  facts  may 
etncealed,  which,  when  drawn  oat  by  ques- 
tioD,  would  totally  cbaoge  the  coraplesioa  of  the 
CTidence.  So  lone,  therefore,  as  we  have  a  dis- 
podlioB  to  secure  the  liberty  of  man,  ao  long  cer- 
taiolv  should  we  preserre  the  testimonj  by  parole. 
The  life  oS  a  citizen  soldier  or  officer  w  as  dear  to 
him  as  it  is  to  a  man  in  civil  life.  I  believe  it 
woald  be  good  policy  in  all  Ctovemme&ts  to  t»> 
dace  the  military  law  to  aa  cloae  a  eooformity 
with  the  civil  as  possible.  Id  the  same  propor- 
tioa  as  we  do  this,  I  believe  we  shall  lessen  tbe 
^Dger  to  be  apprehended  from  a  standing  army ; 
beeaaa^  while  they  remember  the  feelings  of  a 
ehixen  freeman,  they  wUl  re&pect  the  citizens' 
tights.  The  present  bill  is  a  step  towards  that 
ob|ect;  it  mrovides  that  courts  martial  or  inquiry, 
whenever  life  or  repntation  is  iavoWed,  shall  have 
a  power  of  summoning  witnemes.  This  law  is 
as  well  guarded  as  it  was  possible  to  make  it ;  it 
does  not  put  it  in  the  power  of  a  court  martial 
arbitrarily  to  call  a  witness.  Qeotlemen  will  re- 
eoUcct  tlut  the  accaaed  is  obliged  to  apply  to  a 
eonrt  d  wril  law,  and  show  proMble  cause.  Now 
let  me  ask  whethei  this  ia  not  a  complete  secur- 
hft  The  right  is  aotarbitrary,  nor  the  power  at 
tlie  will  or  discretion  of  the  accused,  out  it  is 
gaarded  with  disoretioa.  If  the  power  be  safe 
with  courts  law  in  civil  eases,  why  oot  in  mill- 
tarr  t  If  oentlemcn  examine  this  bill  agatn,.they 
wdi  find  uiat  notwithstandipj^  the  necessity  for 
tUi  testimony,  and  the  dtsposiuoa  ofa  court  mar- 
tial, it  cannot  inflict  fines  or  forfeitures  until  a 
court  of  law  have  said  that  the  testimony  is  neces- 
mry.  Tbe  bill  therefore  makes  the  military  sub- 
aervieot  to  the  civil  authority. 

It  has  been  suggested  as  a  reason  for  commit- 
ment, that,  at  present,  a  citizen  can  be  summoned 
fitom  one  extreme  of  tbe  country  to  the  other. 
The  bill  provides,  that  in  cases  afiectiog  life  or 
repautioa,  as  dear  as  lifOf  (recollect  that  a  soldier 
is  neverthelcM  a  brother  citizen,)  that  a  witness 
•hall  be  liable  to  be  sumraoaed.  Much  better  is 
il  that  these  ineonrenienees  shoald  be  suffered 
tban  that  an  ionpcent  man  should  AiU  a  sacrifice. 
When  life  or  repntation  are  at  stake,  nothing  can 
W  beeoght  in  competition  with  them.   The  more 
yam  leiseo  the  raeaos  of  procuring  testimony,  in 
thfo  same  degree  the  Government  grows  despotic, 
■ad  the  liberty  of  tbe  citizen  is  endangered.  In 
ttkifig  depoutions,  the  persons  vmployed  for  that 
•errice  may  be  interested  in  the  destruction  of 
the  party  accused ;  they  may  be  taken  by  ignorant 
MCMMw  so  as  to  beforeign  to  truth,  and  sometimes 
Bf  artful  ones,  so  as  to  be  foreign  to  the  meaning 
of  the  depoaeu,  thus  causing  a  sacrifice  of  lUe 
and  perreraion  of  all  principles  of  justice.  In-, 
atcad  of  inereasng,  we  should  endeavor  to  ame- 
Iiorale  the  evils  attendant  on  a  military  life. 

We  have  been  told  that  all  offences  committed 
on  society  are  poaishable  by  a  civil  court.  We 
abaUfiad  the  case  lobe  differeatonexamiaiog  the 
•nideaof  war,  of  which  I  will  mention  one.  or 
two.  When  llie  Army  is  on  iu  mareh,  if  any  in- 
j/mf  bedone  to  ciuEtens,  it  is  made  the  duty  oi^the 


oemmander  to  see  justice  done ;  and,  in  case  he 
refuses,  he  is  subject  to  infamous  puDishments. 
aod  these  to  be  ioflicied  by  a  court  martial,  and 
not  t^y  a  civil  court.  We  have  given  courts  mar- 
tial this  power,  whether  properly  or  not,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  inquire.  Unless  you  make  a  provis- 
ion of  the  kind  contemplated  by  this  bill,  you  de- 
prive the  accused  of  the  right  of  obtaining  testi- 
mony in  his  favor,  which  must  of  necessity,  per- 
haps, be  drawn  from  the  civil  rank.  You  have 
,  placed  the  oflScer  in  this  situation,  and  ought  to 
give  him  a  chance  for  a  fair  trial.  A  variety  of 
otfaer  instances  might  be  mentioned.  Speaking 
disrespectfully  of  his  superior  officer  is  made  a 
crime,  and  the  law  is  unlimited,  does  not  confine 
it  to  the  Army,  but  extends  it  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.  Here,  then,  is  evidence  required 
from  civil  life.  In  case  of  desertion  also:  when  a 
soldier  overstays  the  time  specified  in  hia  fur- 
lough, he  must  be  tried ;  sickness  may  be  plead  in 
excuse.  If  it  be  out  of  his  power  to  procure  tes- 
timony of  this  he  is  tried  for  his  life.  A  number 
of  instances  might  be  produced  where  persons, 
from  their  peculiar  situation,  must  be  under  the 
necessity  of  procuring  evidence  from  civil  life. 
In  the  same  proportion  that  we  lessen  the  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  testimonr,  we  deprive  the  citi- 
zen of  his  privilege  as  an  American.  I  wish  to 
see  tbe  time  when  soldiers  shall  have  their  privi- 
leges secured  and  rights  defined  as  citizens  in 
civil  life.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  bill  will  be 
permitted  to  pass.  Qentlemen  who  wish  a  re- 
commitment seem  to  think  the  principles  of  the 
bill  exceptionable,  which  I  consider  as  essential 
and  of  as  much  importance  as  ever  were  contained 
in  any  one  bill  proposed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  House.  I  have  considered  our  articles  of  war 
as  tbe  very  image  of  despotism.  Death  seems  to 
stare  us  in  t^e  face  through  tbe  whole  of  them. 
But  they  were  enacted  in  tbe  wisdom  of  the 
House,  and  probably  my  inability  to  discern  the 
good  features  they  contain,  so  much  distorts  them 
in  my  eyes;  but  I  wish  to  secure  every  privilege 
that  can  be  permitted. 

Siace  no  summons,  no  attachment,  no  process 
can  issue  or  inconvenience  can  ensue  till  proper 
cause  be  showii,  and  till  the  judge  has  exercised 
his  discretion,  i  trust  and  ho^  that  gentlemen 
will  find  this  sufficient  to  allevute  their  fears  for 
the  citizeos. 

Mr.  LivERHOBE  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
recommitment  of  the  bill,  or  to  whatever  course 
should  be  i>ursued  in  relation  to  it.  In  its  present 
form  he  thought  it  the  greatest  monster  ever  ex- 
hibited before  the  Legislature,  and  destructive  of 
the  very  principles  it  weot  to  support.  If  tbe  gen- 
tleman last  up  was  right  in  what  he  thought 
should  be  the  spirit  of  the  bill,  he  was  wrong  in 
the  construction  which  he  gave  to  the  letter  m  it. 
From  what  he  says,  observed  Mr.  L.,  I  collect  that 
he  thinks  there  ought  to  be  a  discretion  with  a 
judge  to  issue  snbpcenas  to  compel  testimony. 
There  is  not,  however,  such  a  provision  in  the 
bill  i  for  although  in  common  parlance  the  word 
u  may"  leai^es  a  discretion,  in  legal  construction  it 
is  imperative.   The  geatleman  has  an  idea  that 
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the  bill  leares  a  discretion  with  the  jod^ ;  if  it 
is  iotended,  it  should  have  been  so  expressed.  If 
it  is  wished  to  give  a  discretion,  the  bill  should  be 
recomniitled  for  the  purpose ;  but  even  then  I 
should  be  opposed  to  it  altogether.  I  would  ask 
gentlemen  wnetber  they  are  willing  to  give  pow- 
er to  a  military  court  to  send  to  any  part  of  the 
Union,  and  compel  the  production  of  all  the  re- 
cords— to  send  from  a  court  in  the  prorince  of 
Maine  to  thecufftw  rotuhntm  or  whatever  he  ma^ 
be  in  Georgia,  and  compel  him  to  produce  all  their 
acta  ?  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  CooTentioo  del- 
ated this  power  to  Congress ;  If  however  it  be 
derived  by  a  forced  construction,  there  is  here  do 
neccAsity  for  its  exercise,  and  it  would  produce  a 
real  injury.  I  should  consider  it  unfortonate  that 
we  should  legislate  with  a  view  to  a  particular 
case ;  it  is  not  mry  opinion  that  the  L^isUture 
can  properly  make  a  law  with  a  view  to  a  partic- 
ular case,  especially  when  popular  opinion  on  the 
subject  has  been  much  agitated ;  it  is  said  that 
this  bill  has  reference  to  such  a  particular  case, 
although  in  fact  it  is  made  a  general  law.  1  can- 
not find  that  it  will  remedy  the  erils  which  exist 
eren  in  that  case.  An  affidavit  of  a  member  of 
this  House  has  been  taken,  and  sent  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  relative  to  a  certain 
person;  now,  if  I  recollect,  the  charges  Contained 
m  that  affidavit  did  not  arise  from  the  articles  of 
war,oor  were  they  punishable  by  a  militarv  court. 
For  what  purpose  then  are  we  pursuing  this  sub- 
ject at  this  particular  time?  The  gentleman  in- 
Tolved  has  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
make  an  inquiry  ioto  bis  military  conduct?  What 
may  be  the  result?  It  may  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity ostensibly  to  clear  up  his  conduct.  I  have 
no  ill  will  against  General  Wilkinson ;  I  am 
wholly  unacquainted  with  him;  but  as  a  legisla- 
tor I  must  take  things  as  they  come  before  me. 
I  know  of  no  necessity  for  this  thing.  If  Gknerat 
Wilkinson  be  accused  by  jhe  inpers  transmitted, 
it  is  in  bis  power  to  meet  them ;  if  evidence  be 
produced  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  testimony 
agaiD&t  him,  it  will  have  all  its  effect. 

Mr.  L.  then  took  a  vieW  of  the  necessity  for 
this  law.  The  act  of  Congress  of  the  last  session 
had  established  certain  articles  and  regulations  for 
the  discipline  of  the  Army ;  he  did  not  agree  with 
gentlemen  in  their  great  objection  to  these,  for 
there  could  be  no  body  of  disciplined  troops  with- 
out similar  rules-  He  bad  heard  of  no  necessity 
for  this  law.  If  the  United  States  bad  proceeded 
from  1776  to  this  time  without  it,  he  cooceired  it 
unnecessary  to  introduce  It  at  this  time.  In  speak- 
ing of  depositions,  he  said  he  could  see  no  mate- 
rial objections  to  them.  The  only  difference  be- 
tween a  deposition  taken  by  a  civil  officer  and  oral 
testimony  before  a  cooirt  martial,  was,  that  one 
ms  taken  down  by  a  civil  judge  and  the  other  by 
the  judge  advocate,  and  in  this  form  deliberated 
upon  by  the  court.  He  was  not  anxious  for  the 
Tecommiiment  of  the  bill,  because  he  was  opposed 
to  the  principle  in  toto  ;  though  he  thought  some 
addition  to  the  articles  of  war  of  last  session,  rel- 
ative to  evidence  of  witnesses  in  particular  cases, 
might  be  introdoeed. 


March,  1808,  I 


Mr.  Marion  hoped  the  bill  would  be  recommit- 
ted.  He  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  biU  ] 
in  its  present  shape,  «ot  from  enmity  to  military  : 
courts  nor  to  the  priocipla  of  the  bill,  but  to  the 
extent  to  which  it  was  carried.  1  allow,  said  he, 
that  it  is  imporunt  that  ijie  accused  should  be  i 
confronted  with  hia  witnesses^  but  when  I  recol- 
lect  that  in  ninety-oioe  casea  oat  of  an  haadred 
where  the  citizen  is  tried  for  his  life,  viz.  in  all  , 
prosecutions  in  Suie  courts,  be  cannot  obtain 
compulsory  process  to  obtain  evidence  of  a  wih 
nets  without  the  limits  of  a  State,  while  this  bill 
gives  a  court  mardal  power  to  call  a  witocBS  from 
any  |)art  of  the  United  Sutes,  I  mast  object  to  it.  ^ 
The  inconvenience  to  resnlt  to  the  citizen  from  ^ 
this  bill  will  be  mueb  greater  than  he  sufidi  at  , 
present  from  bisliability  tobecompelledtoattead 
in  the  Federal  courts.   The  Coostiwiioo  of  the  , 
United  States  provides  that  all  criminal  offiMWei  ,j 
shall  be  tried  intbe  districts  where  thecrimesaic 
committed,  and  it  is  probable  that  persons  iriio  , 
can  prove  the  offence  reside  in  the  neighberbood.  , 
Not  so  in  courts  martial  or  couru  of  inqairf'  Had  , 
the  inquiry  now  pending  been  beldin  thedistriet  ^ 
where  the  offence  is  charged  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, it  would  have  been  ia  the  district  of  Kea-  j 
tucky,  where  probably  witoesaes  who  could  testify  ^ 
to  the  person's  innocence  orgnllt  could  hare  been  ^ 
easily  obtained.   But  when  the  offence  is  irisbU  ^ 
by  a  court  martial,  the  offence  may  be  alleged  ^ 
to  have  been  committed  in  New  Orleans,  and  the  ^ 
witnessesresidingin  that  districtmay  be  compelled  ^ 
to  attend  the  court  martial  in  the  district  of  Maine.  ^ 
Therefore  the  power  given  by  this  bill  to  couru  , 
martial  is  much  greater  in  tliat  respect  than  the  ^ 
power  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Sutes.  ^ 

With  respect  to  the  powers  being  confined  to 
those  cases  which  extend  to  the  caaniaing  or  dis-  1 
mission  of  a  commissioned  officer,  when  we  con- 
sider how  indefinitely  offeneeaare  described  u  the 
military  code,  and  bow  much  is  left  to  the  dtsere- 
tion  of  the  courte  to  determine^  we  cannot  aaj  in 
many  cases  whether  the  punishment  wonld  be 
trivial  or  whether  it  would  extend  to  lost  of  life  or 
reputation.  A  judge  when  applied  to  for  a  sum- 
mons will  look  into  the  articles  of  war,  and  if  the 
punishment  of  the  crime  amount  to  cashiering, 
the  witness  must  attend ;  a  deposition  cannot  be 
taken.  If  an  officer  murders  a  citizen  he  cannot 
by  any  process  I  am  acquainted  with  compel  the 
attendance  of  a  witness  residiog  beyond  the  pre- 
cinct of  the  Stale  in  which  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted ;  while  by  this  law,  if  be  refuses  to  cot  his 
hair  or  neglecU  any  other  requisite  of  miliury 
law,  a  citizen  may  be  dragged  from  the  place 
where  the  offence  iscommitt^,toany  place  how- 
ever remote  from  his  rerideace,  whu*  Ae  court 
martial  may  -be  held.  When  I  consent  that  a 
court  martial  in  a  district  ahall  have  the  s^nn 
power  of  compulsion  as  a  civil  court  in  that  dis- 
trict, it  is  as  far  as  lean  go.  If  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted and  amended,  that  far  I  will  90. 

Mr.  Baoom  wished  the  bill  to  be  recommitted, 
that  it  might  pass  with  as  general  a  consent  as 
posaiMe.  He  went  into  an  examinatioD  of  the 
priaoipU  1  he  eited  the  Uva  of  Pcawyinnift  and 
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New  York  giriog  the  Stale  courts  martial  the 
mcM  noliinited  power  to  isaoe  compuUory  pro- 
cess; similar  laws  he  believed  existed  in  Maua- 
ehMti  aod  Maryland  ;  ia  how  many  other 
Sl^in  the  Union  he  could  not  say.  He  thought 

rtbe  whole  that  there  wasaotbing  objeetion- 
io  the  principle  of  the  bill,  hut  as  he  thonght 
it  seeded  a  little  amendment  in  detail,  he  was 
willing  it  sbonld  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  J.MoHTQOMERY  Eaid  tbat  the  gentleman  who 
bdjott  tat  down  had  very  properly  stated  tbattbis 
WIS  a  nord  snbject,  presented  Ibr  the  first  time  in 
this  form,  and  therefore  it  was  no  matter  of  sar- 
fax  that  the  bill  bad  been  at  first  reported  defec- 
tiTe;it  eoald  not  hare  been  expected  that  it 
AuM  be  entirely  complete  at  once.  When  tbe 
bit!  us  first  reported,  said  he,  defects  were  fonnd ; 
it  was  recommitted  and  reported  in  its  present 
fonn.  The  ffeotleman  from  Massacbnsetts  (Mr. 
LiTEBMoaE)lias  denooDced  this  bill  as  a  monster. 
We  maf  conceire  bis  idea  of  a  monster  by  what 
he  eonuders  ns  perfeetion  itself.  He  has  told  as 
tint  the  mtesaDd  artieleeof  war  are  not  defieient, 
that  ibey  are  aoexcepUonable.  What  are  tbey  i 
They  pment  to  the  mind  the  very  monster  which 
tbe  geatleinan  has  represented  this  bill  to  be.  If 
he  namhies  them  he  will  find,  tbat  besides  the  li- 
abiliiy  to  pnniehment  for  all  ciril  offences  in  com- 
BHm  with  other  citizens,  the  officer  or  soldier  is 
liable  to  loss  of  life  for  crimes  defined  in  sixteen 
attieleii  of  tbe  roles  and  regulations  for  tbe  Army, 
aod  Dine  in  those  for  the  Navy  Establishment. 
There  are  besides  a  nomber  of  articles  affecting 
reputation,  for  crimes  exclasirely  confined  to  mii- 
ttary  emduci ;  and  yet  tbe  gentleman  says  these 
are  opexeeptionable,  and  has  denounced  a  billfor 
•metiorating  these  roles  by  giving  the  accused  an 
0|i>mtnnity  of  defending;  tnemselves.  Tbe  House 
will  dcdde  on  which  aide  the  defbrmity  lies. 

Mr.  U.  made  tome  obserrationa  defending  the 
detuls  of  the  bill  J  but  as  some  gentl«nen  who 
voe  friendly  to  the  principle  bad  taken  exception 
loiome  of  Its  provisions,  boldin^'himself  always 
■pen  to  conviction,  and  not  meaomg  in  tbis  case  to 
depart  from  tbat  principle,  be  was  willing  tbat 
tbe  bill  sbonld  be  recommitted ;  and  therefore 
withdrew  bis  opposition  to  tbe  motion. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  a  Committee 
of  tbe  Whole  witbont  oi^msitton. 


WBOMnsoAT,  March  9. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Uanofnetores,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  pnitioa  of  Bamncl  Miller,  of  Witaasset,  in  the 
pmi  of  Maine,  in  the  State  of  MaaaMhoaetts, 
uhtUf  of  himself  and  others,  made  the  i<>Uow^ 

The  petitioiien  stale  that  they  imported  ftom  Lrrer- 

Kl.  in  tbe  Alp  Oolden  Rule,  MMi  boahels  of  salt 
7  sIm  itrte,  dut  the  ship  arrived  atUie  quarantine 
Cnend,  aesrlhe  harbor  of  Boston,  on  ths  39tb  dtf  of 
Jw,  1807;  on  the  2d  of  Jojy  folOomng,  rite  entered 
tbe  bsifaor  of  Bosten,  and  on  tbe  next  day  entry  was 
■ade  of  her  cargo  st  the  eustom-4ioase.  The  petition* 
Wi  complsin,  that  the  oaUecter  eoa^eUed  them  to  boBd 


tbe  duties  on  the  salt,  at  twenty  cents  per  barbel,  when 
tbe  law,  ttt  the  time  the  ontry  was  made,  sutbotiiod 
tbe  exaction  of  not  more  Aan  twelve  centa  per  bndisL 
Tbe  petitioners  pray  tbat  Oongress  will  intMposs  their 
powers,  and  direct  a  remission  of  eight  cwta  per  busb> 
el,  which  has  been  iiUgaUy  demanded^  the  collector. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  tbat  the  case  which 
tbe  petitioner  presents  comes  properly  under  the  cog- 
nisance of  tbe  judidary.  The  bonds  given  to  secure 
Uie  duties  on  tbe  salt  are  not,  as  yet,  dne.  Tbe  peti- 
tioners have  it  ia  their  power  to  raise  a  question  for 
legal  decision,  hj  making  a  tender  of  the  sum  which 
they  think  is  le^Iy  dne,  and  by  withholding  the  pay- 
ment of  tbat  which  appears  to  ,tbera  to  be  illegally 
manded.  The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that 
the  ease  of  the  petitioners  is  not  entitled  to  tiie  inter- 
position of  the  extraordinary  powers  of  Congress. 

Tbe  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  tbe  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Boyle,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  committed  on  the  twenty- 
ninib  ultimo,  tbe  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^  enti- 
tled "An  act  granting  William  Wells  the  right  of 
pre-emptioo,'°reported  several  amendments  there- 
to; which  were  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  bill,  with  tbe  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  to<morrow. 

Mr.  DuRELL,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  seQond  ultimo, "  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  Representatives'  Hall  is  heated  by  fut^ 
Daces  beneath  the  flooring  of  the  same;  what 
probable  influence  such  subjacent  fires  have  upon 
the  health  of  the  members  exposed  to  their  exha- 
lations, and  bow,  or  by  what  means  tbe  injurious 
effects  of  the  same  may,  in  future,  be  avoided/' 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  aod  laid 
on  the  table. 

MTLITARTCOUHTS. 

Tbe  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  55  to  35,  on  the  bill  concerning  Courts 
Martial  aod  Courts  of  luijuiry. 

Mr.  J.  MoNTaoMBBT  said,  that  to  meet  the  ol^ 
jectioas  offered  by  geoclemen  to  the  bill  on  yce- 
terday,  be  had  prepued  amendments  which  he 
hoped  would  retoove  erery  objeetiun.  He  tbtm 
proposed  aa  amendment  restricting  tbe  power  of 
a  military  eoort  to  cat!  witneases  to  the  distance 
of  one  handred  miles  from  the  place  where  it 
shall  be  held,  ihna  ingrafting  on  tbeae  eomtt  the 
principle  of  oWil  eoarte  of  the  United  Stalta.*- 
Agreed  to  withoM  a  division. 

air.  LiTBRHOM  had  no  obtjeetion  to  give  mili^ 
tary  courts  tbe  power  to  eomi)el  testimony  if  it 
were  so  secured  as  iMt  to  be  injurioas  to  the  eiti- 
zeo.  He  thought  it  should  never  be  done  but  for 
a  specified  crime  eomiag  within  the  articles  of 
war.  WhyeomjwlaeitizentogooDe  hundred  miles 
from  bis  home, if  no  end  wasio  be  answered  by  it? 
These  cha^ee  should  be  supported  by  affidavit 
cases  submitted  to  a  grand  jury ;  when  tbat  was 
tbe  due,  witnesses  might  attend.  To  meet,  his 
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own  i4ea«D  tfai*  sabjtet  he  nored  the  folbiriog 
proviso: 

FrovUtd  akoay$,  That  no  rommons  aball  issue 
nnlCH  flome  specific  charge  aball  be  made  in  writing, 
■apported  by  affidavit,  of  an  offence,  of  which  if  the 
accused  should^  afterwards  convicted  on  trial  before 
a  conrt  martial,  such  person  woald  be  UaUe  to  pnnish- 
ment,  pain,  or  penalty,  by  vittne  of  the  act  oDtitled  "An 
act  fin-  the  ertaUiahiDg  rates  and  articlea  for  the  gov^ 
cnunenl  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Statea,"  made  and 
paaaedthe  10th  day  of  April  1806.  and  of  which  the 
trial  and  punishment  is  not  barred  by  die  88th  article 
(rfaaid  act,  or  of  any  offence  committed  in  the  Navy 
*  of  the  United  Statea  cognizable  by  a  court  martial." 

Mr.  Bacoh  objected  to  this  ameadmeot  as  going 
totally  to  exclode  ooarta  of  inquiry  fnmi  the  ope  ra- 
tion of  the  bilU  If  tiiey  were  eooaidered  as 
anything  lie  could  not  see  why  they  should  not 
Inve  the  same  power  to  issue  compulsory  process 
as couru  martial.  Thisamendmeut  was  draughted 
In  such  a  manner  as  completely  and  exactly  to 
exclude  the  court  of  inquiry  now  pending,  from 
exercising  the  general  power  delegated  by  the  bill; 
whether  this  was  the  geutleman's  intentioa  or  not, 
he  could  not  pretend  to  say. 

Mr.  LiTERHORe  explained  his  iatention  to  be, 
that  citizens  should  not  attend  courts  in  cases 
where  their  evidence  could  be  of  no  avail,  or  in 
cases  of  crimes  which  the  court  could  not  punish, 
as  in  the  case  of  those  specified  in  the  88th  article 
of  the  rules  and  r^nlationsforthe  government  of 
the  Army. 

Mr.  Yabnoh  presumed  his  eoUeagne  was  not 
aware  of  the  coOstractioa  wbieh  might  be  given 
to  his  amendment ;  for  it  would  totally  exclude  all 
military  ofiences  of  which  a  soldier  could  be 
charged.  The  88ih  article  barred  aflet  a  term  of 
two  years  all  offeQces  against  the  United  States; 
add  the  construction  of  the  amendment  which 
ostensibly  went  to  require  specification,  would  ex< 
elude  from  the  court  the  power  of  collecttng  tes- 
timony on  ofieBces. hatred  by  that  act,  to  wit:  on 
all  ofiences  established  by  (he  articles  of  war. . 

Mr.  LtVBRHORE  replied  that  his  intention  was 
merely  to  specify  the  ofience  on  which  a  citizen 
could  be  called  upon  to  give  testimony  before  a 
military  eoort.  Mr.  L.  made  some  further  obser- 
wions  in  svpport  of  fats  amendment,  remarking 
that  if  ftB  did  ast  efaoose  to  take  advantage 
of  the  limitation  in  the  88lh  article  to  oetven  faim- 
aelf  from  rcspcasibility, -he  should  not  conceive 
himself  boand  then  to  afford  him  tbe  meaos  o( 
defence. 

Mr.  Tatlor  observed  that  the  88th  article  bad 
BO  rdation  to  eourls  of  inquiry.  It  was  the  baai- 
ness  of  those  cotirts  to  say  whether  ao  offence  of 
any  soldier  came  wiihia  the  meaning  of  the  arti- 
cles of  war.  Courts  of  inquiry  niight  be  held  on 
any  matter,  and  their  report  would  decide  whether 
or  not  affairs  submitted  to  them  were  barred  by 
the  88tb  article,  or  whether  they  came  within  the 
cognizance  of  a  cowrt  martial.  With  renrd  to 
the  particular  case  bo  often  alluded  to,  Mr.  T.  did 
not  believe  it  would  be  included  by  this  ameod- 
nent,  though  he  believed  it  totally  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Fmk  obserred  that  the  House  bad  been 
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ofted  t(dd  of  the  neeesaity  of  inquiry  into  a  par- 
ticular case,  in  relation  to  crimes  not  of  modem 
but  of  aacieot  date.  In  the  ease  of  GeD»al  WiU 
kinsoD,  that  officer  had  been  accused  of  crimes  of 
thirteen  years  standing;  the  House  had  asked  tbe 
institution  of  ao  inquiry  into  his  conduct  j  the 
Presideot  Informed  them  that  be  had  already  done 
it;  the  character  ofthia  person  hung  on  this  to- 
quiry.  Now,  in  order  to  show  whether  these 
charges  irere  true  or  false,  it  bad  become  neces- 
sary that  persons  in  civil  life  should  be  summoned 
to  give  testimony.  For  tbe  purpose  of  justice  it 
had  become  nece^ry  to  pot  it  in  the  power  of 
each  party  to  obtain  means  of  crimination  or  de- 
fence; ftod  now  gentlemen  came  forward  and 
wished  to  limit,  the  inquiry  to  transaotiona  ai  two 
years  standing. 

Mr.  RoWAit,  ID  some -observations  io  rnrfrto 
the  gentleman  last  up,  observed  that  Qeneral  Wil- 
kinson had  the  means  of  meetiae  the  diargei 
Joseph  Hamilum  Davies,  a  gentleman  in  the 
Western  country,  sesond  to  few  in  talents  aad 
reputation,  had  long  since  made  these  charges 
pledffed  himself  to  the  nation  to  prove  them,  ana 
chalTeoged  Wilkinson  to  prosecute  him  for  mak- 
ing them.  Was  not  here  a  fair  object  for  prose- 
cution, a  man  of  reputation,  talents,  and  forioae? 
General  Wilkinson  having  it  to  his  power  to  ineet 
these  charges  there  was  no  necessrty  for  legisla- 
ting on  this  subject  in  delicacy  to  him;  but  if 
they  did  pass  such  a  law  as  this  to  clothetbe  mili- 
tary with  the  rights  of  civil  life,  they  should  do 
it  guardedly.  He  was  certainly  opposed  to  the 
prineiide,  bat  if  it  must  pass,  he  woiUd  eadrnver 
to  make  it  as  ttnobjeclionable  as  he  eouM.  For 
this  reason  he  was  in  favor  of  the  proviso. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  if  some  time  ago  there  bad 
becHi  as  little  anxiety  for  the  development  d"^* 
charges  against  the  person  whose  case  bad  ben 
so  ofteo  cited  as  there  appeared  to  be  now,  this 
bill  would  not  have  found  its  way  into  the  House. 
But  the  national  feelings  bad  been  exeiietf,  said 
he,  and  the  only  question  now  is,  whether  «e 
will  leave  the  development  of  these  things  to  the 
District  Goon  of  Kentucky,  or  have  it  made  be- 
fore  a  court  whioh  you  command,  whose  proceed- 
ings must  be  reported  to  the  Executive  of  the 
Union,  and  for  the  decision  given  on  ibm,  he 
will  be  held  responsible  to  the  nation.  Oentle- 
men  have  aaid  that  thiaAonrt  of  inquiry  is  a  thing 
wbieh  fa  to  be  conducted  in  secret.  Do  we  forget 
the  court  of  ifaquiry  lately  h«Id  at  Norfolk,  tbe 
evidenec  and  preeecdiogs  before  vrhfeh  are  among 
theprinteddocomentsintbeHoase?  Fromlbne, 
notice  the  mode  of  pfoceediag  in  a  ooort  of  io- 
quiry ;  and  even  if  they  be  ever  so  corrupt,  still 
the  nation  baa  a  fair  chance  <^  knowing  tbe  whole 
truth.  This  mode  is  not  in  secret;  nor  is  tbe  citi- 
zen or  soldier  carried  into  a  4»Xk  hole  to  have  his 
testimony  contorted  or  twisted — it  is  taken  dowa 
in  wriliog,  and  thea  read  over  to  him  for  correc- 
tion. Is  there  any  very  great  possibility  that  mea 
of  the  heme  reepeetability  as  those  men  alluded  to 
as  wiiBesses  to  this  particular  ease,  would  seffer 
tbeir  testimony  to  be  so  taken  as  to  convey  a  d^ne^ 
eat  meaning  from  that  which  they  intended?  The 
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MW»  ^  a  atf ong  call  upon  ut  to  giTe  to  that 
court  of  toqairir  power  to  collect  all  testimony. 
ikilhiTesaul  before,!  bare  not  taken  sidei  in  thit 
botim:  I  want  tbe  whole  truth  in  a  Constita- 
tioaalwaf.   Whether  the  offence  charged  shall 
iareteea  committed  ten  years  ago  or  not,  when 
Ikwhole  testimony  is  brought  before  the  £zecu- 
tire,  he  will  possess  not  only  (he  opinion  of  the 
costt  of  inquiry  with  their  siatemeni|  but  also  the 
vrirtea  result  of  the  ezamination  of  ef  ery  witness. 
He  will  then  he  hdd  responsible  for  continuaooe 
of  this  officer  in  command.   For  this  reason  I 
deare  to  Itnow  the  whole  truth ;  and  for  another 
naiiw— because  the  court  of  inquiry,  although 
a^  for  by  this  House,  had  been  preTiously  io- 
siitaied  It  the  desire  of  tbe  individoal.  If  Geo- 
eral  WilUnson  were  that  eunaing  and  intrigutpg 
dander  be  has  beea  reiK«seiited  to  be,  he  would 
wish  to  go  before  that  tribunal  which  does  not 
poaseaitne  power  to  collect  testimony,  believing 
tbe  eonrt  of  ioquiry  to  be  that  tribunal.   It  is  to 
girebir  [4ay  to  boih  sides  of  the  question  that  I 
think  this  bill  onghtto  pass,  and  that  the  provision 
to  defrn  its  operation  should  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Sxiue  said,  since  it  had  been  thought  pro- 
per 10  gliDce.ata  certain  transaction,  be  would 
make  i  few  observations  on  it.  It  is  well  known 
to  ibe  Home,  said  he^  how  earnest  a  set  of  gentle- 
men  were  to  have  this  inquiry  instituted.  It  did 
■ot  0Ti|iitate  with  us.  We  objected  to  it,  because 
We  bdieved  the  method  taken  was  not  correct. 
The  subject  was,  however,  pressed  upon  tbe 
House  by  those  who  now  express  their  dissatts^ 
&etioa  at  this  bill,  and  upon  reference  to  tbe  Jour- 
■lis  we  shall  find  that  the  following  taaoliitioa  waa 
■dopted: 

•"Membeiy  That  ^  Prwkleot  ef  the  United  States 
WieqBiited  to  caiwe  an  inqoby  to  be  inrtitated  tato 
tbe  cDodaet  of  Brigadier  General  James  WiBunsoa, 
Coflkmudat-in-Cfaief  of  tbe  Armies  of  the  Unked 
Suk$,  in  idation  to  hie  having,  at  uij  time,  while  in 
Ik*  wmiet  of  tbe  United  States,  comipll;  ceoMTcd  mo- 
*«j  from  the  Goremment  of  Spain,  or  its  agents." 

This  resolution  was  adopted^  aad  transaulled  to 
the  President  of  tbe  United  States.  I  thought  it 
iaeorrect,  and  voted  agaimst  it ;  at  the  same  time, 
I  declared,  that  I  wished  that  a  fair  investigation 
nit^t  take  place  into  the  transaction;  I  saw  that 
it«u  aeeeasary  for  the  eommooity  and  for  the 
paiaa  implicated.  The  Preeident  takes  up  tbe 
n^^as  TCCfnamended,  iastituies  a  oonrt  of  io- 
«airy,aiid  aftnwaidt  inforina  the  Houie  that  tbe 
mn  are  not  saffiemt  to  eompet  tba  attendance 
ef  vitnessM^  ao  as  to  have  the  case  examined. 
Tlus  ii  the  whtkle  state  of  the  ease.  What  is 
tbcn  the  duty  of  the  House  1  If  there  is  to  be  a 
*nilinU  aof  gentlemen  say  that  justice  first  to 
the  coonaunity,  next  to  the  individual  charged, 
docs  not  Tcqoire  that  process  shall  issue  to  brii^ 
before  the  eoart  the  necessary  testimony  1  This 
is  the  object  of  the  hill.  We  have  heard  on  this 
floor  tbe  ebaractcrof  this  gentleman  represented 
in  the  worst  point  of  view,  one  story  after  another, 
of  what  has  been  said  by  this  or  that  man.  Have 
ve  aot  gone  so  far  as  to  permit  a  witness  to  be  ez- 
wiaed?  We  have*  done  iu  Shall  wt  recede  ? 
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After  hearingaocu8atioo8,shaUweKfa8elhjsmaia 
tbe  oeeessary  means  of  defending  himself?  ShaH 
we  on  tbe  other  hand  withhold  from  the  comma- 
aity  the  means  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  Uits 
man  be  guilty  or  not  1  If  we  reject  this  bill,  we 
declare  that  we  will.  Observe  tbat  I  do  not  say 
that  the  bill  may  not  undergo  amendment;  but 
tbat  the  bill  oiight  to  pass  1  do  say.  I  have  been 
surprised  on  this  occasion  to  hear  suppositions  ex- 
pressed tbat  this  bill  would  infringe  tbe  liberty 
of  the  citizen.  Why,  sir,  if  we  look  into  the  Con- 
stitution, aod  reason  from  analogy,  comparing 
tbe  situation  of  the  citizen  in  the  civil  and  mit 
itary  capacity,  we  aball  see  that  this  bill  ought  to 
pass.  What  was  the  object  of  the  frameis  erf"  the 
Constitution  ?  They  have  never  mentioned  the 
rights  of  a  witneas.  The  rights  of  a  eitizoi  ac- 
cused of  a  Clime  have  been  sacredly  goarded, 
while  tbe  wttnesa  has  not  been  ihoughtof.  Proa 
the  arguments  we  have  lately  heard  it  would  ap- 
pear that  tbe  rights  of  the  witness  are  more  sacred 
than  those  of  tbe  accused.  1  confess,  I  would 
never  sabject  the  witness  to  more  inconvenience 
than  is  necessary,  for  the  purpoaesof  justice ;  but, 
if  we  mean  to  do  justice,  whether  in  civil  or 
criminal  cases,  witnesses  must  be  subject  to  in- 
convenience. Justice  demands  it.  and  the  Con- 
stitution has  sanctioned  it.  In  speaking  of  civtl 
eases,  the  Coitstitutjon  says: 

Art.  6.  In  all  criminal  proflecotions,  the  accused 
shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by 
an  unpattial  jary  of  the  State  uid  district  wherein  thi 
crime  AaU  have  been  committed,  which  district  riiall 
have  been  pranonslj  as(»rtained  1^  law,  and  to  he 
ittfiuBedof  the  natavs  and  oaase  of  the  accnaation;  to 
be  confronted  with  the  witnssese  against  him ;  to  have 
oDDpukory  process  for  obtaining  witnewea  in  his  &Ter, 
and  to  have  the  assbtance  of  comuel  for  his  defence. 

Now,  if  the  rights  of  the  citizen  are  thus  guard- 
ed in  civil  casei^  does  not  the  reason  of  the  thing 
show  the  necessity  that  our  citizen  soldiers  shouM 
have  the  same  right,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  om- 
military  institutioas  will  admit  1  Surely  no  maa 
cau  deny  this;  and  it  is  astonishing  to  me  that 
tbe  inoooveoieace  of  the  witness  ^ould  be  set  np 
against  justice  to  the  accused. 

I  b^  gentlemen  to  reflect  upon  this  auhjaet  in 
one  view-— iu  great  importaace.  It  docs  not 
merely  affect  a  particular  oAoer)  every  man  in 
the  United  Slates  from  eifffateen  to  forty-five, 
may  be  suhjeet  to  it,  because  the  militia  whoa 
in  service  are  subjeeted  to  military  law.  TUa 
makes  tbe  matter  very  important.  This  being 
the  case,  will  y^  not  grant  compulsory  pro- 
cess to  compel  witnessea  to  attend,  in  order  to 
do  justice  to  the  eommanity,  aad  to  protect  tbe 
innocent  ?  This  is  all  that  is  intended  by  the  bill, 
aad  I  am  sorprised  to  see  an  opposition  to  it.  If 
gentlemen  mean  to  say  that  all  our  citizens  shall 
be  liable  to  be  tried  without  the  privily  of  call* 
ing  witnessea  in  their  defence,  let  them  eome  for- 
ward and  tell  us  so. 

Mr.  LivBHMOBS  said,  indeed  he  had  no  idea  of 
trying  any  roan  without  giving  him  an  opportt^ 
nity  to  exculpate  himself;, but  every  step  they 
took  showed  Aim  the  impropnety  of  thua  legta- 
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lating  OQ  a  particular  case.  GeDilemea  have 
really  mistaken  ibis  business,  said  be;  I  applaud 
their  zeal,  Iiuniantty,BDd  love  of  justice  and  affec- 
tion for  ibose  who  aie  iaoocent;  it  is  all  very 
laudable  and  praioeworthy  ;  but  Ibeg  geatlemen 
to  attend  io  the  main  object,  «Dit  not  let  their 
seal,  lore,  affection,  or  any  particular  cause,  oper- 
ate upon  their  judgment,  but  lay  aside  all  bias, 
fai  disenasing  tbisquestion,geDtlemeD  have  turned 
their  eyes  to  a  particular  case — a  court  of  inquiry 
which  has  beea  called  relative  to  conduct  com- 
ing within  the  cognizance  of  the  articles  of  war; 
they  then,  however,  lose  sight  of  mjr  idea  of  the 
purpose  for  which  the  court  of  inquiry  has  been 
convened.  What  is  this  court  to  inquire?  Most 
eeriainly  into  the  conduct  of  this  person  as  a 
military  officer  ?  The  charges  brought  against 
General  Wilkinson  do  not  go  to  his  conduct  is  a 
military  officer,  buta&  a  citizen — be  is  not  char^ 
•d  with  an  offence  which  I  can  find  specified  in 
the  articles  of  war.  Now  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  exceedingly  mistaken  the  idea 
of  the  majority  oo  this  reaolutioii  if  he  aupposes 
Ihey  wished  Gieoeral  Wilkinson  to  lie  arraigoed 
before  a  court  martial.  A  court  martial  hB»  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  subject ;  it  was  not  a  transac- 
tion to  be  inquired  into  in  a  military  point  of  view. 
Now  let  me  change  the  name  of  James  Wilkinson, 
for  that  of  James  Monroe— and  here  I  must  beg 
pardon  of  the  latter  gentleman  for  using  his  name, 
for  I  cannot  conceive  a  possibility  of  his  being 
placed  in  this  siiuaijon,  believing  him  a  man  of 
unblemished  character.  Suppose  it  were  James 
Monroe,  I  repeat,  and,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  he  bad  received  money  of  a  foreign  Power — 
would  gentlemen  say  that  a  military  tribunal  was 
the  proper  authority  to  inquire  into  that  trnnsae- 
tiou  7  Certainty  not ;  neither  is  it  in  ibe  case  so 
often  alluded  to.   Military  men  might  be  as  pro- 

Er  for  the  purpose  as  any  otbera,  for  augbt  f 
low,  bat  the  idea  of  a  militarif  court  to  try  such 
an  offeoee,  is  an  absurdity  which  do  geBtleoUn 
can  for  a  moment  admit.  The  difficalty  is  this; 
a  military  officer  of  high  rank  is  accused  of  hav- 
ing doDC  an  impr<mer  tiling,  not  mention^  in  the 
articles  of  war.  Shall  it  not  be  inquired  iaUtt 
Certainly.  How  shall  the  inquiry  be  made? 
The  President  in  this  will  use  his  own  di«orettOD 
as  to  the  mode  of  ascertaining  facts.  Bui,  say  gen-- 
tlemen.  Shall  the  accused  not  haveanopporinaiiy 
to  exculpate  himself?  Certainly.  What  is  tbts 
opportunity?  The  sauie  as  would  be  given  to 
James  Mtmroe  io  the  case  stated,  or  any  to  other 
citizen.  In  making  a  law,  therefore,  to  relate 
courts  martial,  I  consider  it  an  ahsurdity  to  have 
ao  eye  to  a  particular  case. 

1  think  it  improper  here  to  speak  of  General 
Wilkinson ;  I  feel  no  auimosity  towards  him,  but 
a  ehai^  has  been  brought  agalDst  bim  which  if 
true  renders  hint  nnfit  in  my  opinion  tocommaad 
Ibe  Army  of  the  United  States.  I  am  willing 
that  he  shall  have  every  opportunity  of  ezculpa- 
tiiKi  which  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could 
have.  An  officer  who  has  been  heretofore  accus- 
ed has  Trrittea  a  book  in  his  defence ;  Oeneral 
WUkiBsob  or  any  other  oflkci  may  adopt  this 
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mode.   James  Monroe  might  as  well  bearraigaed  i 
before  a  military  tribunal  for  the  commiseioo  of  i 
such  an  offence  as  General  Wilkinson;  for  ihe  .i 
uffetice  is  not  designated  or  comprised  withia  ike  ^ 
articles  of  war.  But  it  is  an  improper  thiug,  which 
ought  to  be  inquired  into  io  some  way.  Suppose  ^ 
ftchaige  were  brougbt  against  Qeoeral  WilkiDsoa  j 
that,  whilst  io  the  commaDd  of  the  Army,  he  hsd 
been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  law  of  his  coon- 
try;  for  iustanoe,of  violentlyartestingcitizeuand  ^ 
sending  them  from  New  .Orleans.    How  wuitd 
this  be  tried  1    Certainly  not  by  a  court  mar-  ^ 
tial,  iHit  by  a  jury  sworn-to  try  whether  General  , 
Wilkinson  were  guiltyor  not.   This  is  a  possiMe 
case.    If  he  were  accused  of  murder,  being  alsoa  , 
civil  crime,  he  would  certainly  be  tried  for  it  be*  -, 
fore  a  civil  tribunal.   Such  a  law  as  this  cannot 
certainly  be  passed  with  an  eye  to  such  cases  u 
these.   Surely  if  gentlemen  would  confine  their 
view  to  the  amendment  under  consideration,  they  ^ 
would  certainty  be  at  a  loss  to  find  an  argument 
•gainst  it.   If  oar  citizens  are  to  be  harassed  and  ^ 
sent  to  a  military  court,  let  it  be  forsometbing  ben-  ^ 
eficial,  and  not  on  jack-o'-lantern  adventures,  to 
inquire  whether  a  man  has  acted  in  a  geoile- 
manly  manner  or  like  ''a  man  of  honor,"  but  let 
a  substantial  charge  be  specified.   This  is  all  I  j 
contend  for.  , 
A  gentleman  has  said  that  charges  under  mil-  ^ 
itary law  cannot  be  boecified,  because  the  crimes 
are  not  defined.   If  the  articles  of  war  are  evea  , 
subject  to  this  aspersion  they  are  not  a  giouod 
for  this  act.   But  suppose  it  were  alleged  against  ^ 
a  man  that  he  bad  been  guilty  of  unsotdierlike  ,^ 
or  uomilitary  conduct,  and  this  were  considered  ^ 
good  ground  for  coercing  testimony;  could  not  ibe  ,^ 
charge  be  specified  that  on  a  ceitaia  day  ia  a  oer-  ^ 
lain  year  be  was  guilty  of  unmilitary  cooduc^  : 
&o.?  It  would  be  solar  a  specific  charge  that  ooder 

this  amendment  witnesses  could  be  suraooaed  to 
support  them.   This  is  but  renaooable.  Those 
who  oppose  this  bill  should  not  suffer  thenselres  : 
to  be  wrought  upoD  by  an  inainaation  that  Id  so 
doing  they  would  oppress  the  citizen.  ' 

I  say  that  it  is  necesaary,  in  some  cases,  Uiit 
oourts  mariial  should  have  the  power  to  procnr*  ' 
witnesses.  But  witnesses  may  be  put  to  hardships; 
their  examination  may  be  public  or  private,  ac-  ' 
cording  to  the  discretion  of  a  court  martial  Tb^  ' 
know  not  what  may  be  produced  against  ihrm;  ' 
no  opportunity  isnven  them  to  support  their  char* 
acter.   But,  still,  Ido  not  contend  against  the  prin-  I 
eiple  thai,  uoder  certain  situations,  it  may  be  ae-  < 
cessary  to  have  oom]>ulsory  process  to  bring  fw*  ' 
ward  witnessco.  I  inali  to  guard  it  as  nuoh  as  i 
possible.  I 

tAr.  Lloto  said,  as  the  gentleman  from  Peso- 
sylvania  (Mr.  Smiub)  had  made  a  cha^  of  it-  ' 
etmsistettey  aeaiost  those  who  voted  for  the  ioquuiF 
into  the  eond&et  of  Oeneral  Wilkinson,  inaflmaek 
as  they  were  opposing  tlie  bill  on  the  taUe,  with 
a  view  to  ndnde  testimonv,  be  would  make  a  few 
observations  in  reply  to  him.  The  gentleman, 
said  Mr.  L„  mutt  excuse  me  if  I  correct  him  io 
an  error  which  he  has  fallen  into  in  poiol  of  £Ht ; 
and  if  1  sajr  thai  the  court  Of  iaquiry,  now  pnw- 
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ing,  ms  not  eonreoed  in  consequence  of  any 
resolutini  which  passed  this  Hoase.  This  is  a 
fact  which  the  ^eDtleman  witt  not  deny;  for,  be- 
foie  (he  rebolution  passed  this  Hou&e,  a  court  of 
inquiry  had  been  instituted.  We  passed  a  re- 
louitioa  requestiog  the  President  to  make  aa 
ioqoiry.  The  inquiry  by  a  military  court  had 
comaienced,  aud  the  court  was  ia  session  when 
the  resolatioQ  was  passed.  Ifthis  court  of  inquiry 
does  not  poAseas  the  power  to  pro&ecute  the  object, 
it  is  not  a  fault  to  be  imputed  to  those  who  re- 
qoested  the  President  to  institute  an  inquiry.  But 
admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  tiie  inquiry 
took  ^lace  in  consequence  of  our  resolntion,  uad 
that  It  is  now  necessarv  to  give  further  power  to 
coarts  of  inquiry  to  take  testimony,  will  eeatle- 
men  conlcnd  that  the  law  now  on  the  taue  will 
lure  that  effect  1  Let  me  call  your  attention  to 
an  amendment  which  haa  taken  place  this  day, 
nd  ask  whether  it  is  possible  that  the  amendment 
coald  have  the  desired  effect.  You  bare  said  that 
no  evidence  shall  be  summoned  who  resides  at  a 
greater  distance  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the 
place  where  the  court  is  held.  Admit  that  power 
oaghi  to  be  given  to  the  court  of  inquiry  now  pend- 
ing to  carry  the  inquiry  fully  into  enect,  the  ob- 
jeet  will  not  be  answered  by  the  passage  of  this 
law;  because,  in  all  probability,  all  the  important 
witnesses  in  this  transaction  live  at  a  greater  dis- 
tance than  one  hundred  miles  from  this  place. 
Tlie  law,  then,  will  not  have  the  effect  desired  by 
it»  advocaiesj  As  to  the  power  of  taking  deposi- 
tioiis,  it  is  one  already  given  in .  alt  eases  where 
poBtabmrat  does  not  extend  to  loss  of  life  or  rep- 
■latioD,  by  the  seventy-fourth  artielja  in  the  Reg- 
alaliona  for  the  Army.  Whv  is  it  oeceseary  to 
Me  the  power  here,  if  it  be  already  given  in  the 
Articles  of  War  1  I  will  ask  if  the  offence  with 
which  Clenerat  Wilkinson  is  charged  is  one  for 
which  he  is  amenable  to  a  court  matttal  or  court 
of  inquiry?  If  so,  any  power  here  given  can  have 
oo  e^cL  He  is  charged  with  an  oflfeoee  which, 
if  a  military  court  have  cognizance,  (which  I  be- 
lieve they  have  not;  for,  if  a  court  of  inquiry  fiud 
him  guilty  to-morrow,  be  caonot  be  tried  for  it,} 
a  deposition  can  have  no  bearing,  as  it  will  not 
apply  in  a  case  affecting  life  or  reputation.  If  the 
bill  be  intended  to  ^ive  power  to  the  court  now 
sitting  in  ihb  city,  it  falls  far  short  of  its  intent, 
and  cannot  have  effect;  and  gentlemen  will  be 
conrinced,  the  more  they  investigate  the  subject, 
that  it  is  impoaaibletogive  power  without  infring- 
ii^  the  rignli  of  the  citizeli,  and  oicroacfaing  on 
tha  etTil  institutions  of  the  eouatry. 

'nm  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  read  us 
aaartiele  from  the  Goastitution,  and,  in  so  doing, 
was  a  little  more  prudent  than  when  he  read  the 
same  arttele  once  before.  I  reooUect,  when  the 
resotnion  rcqoesthig  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Oeneral  Wilkinson  was  before  the  House,  some 
time  aso,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
so  noforionate  aa  to  stumble  on  aoother  article: 
"No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital 

*  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  pre- 

*  aentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except 
'  ia  eases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in 
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'  the  militia  when  in  actual  snvice,"  &c.  Hen 
it  will  be  found  that  in  the  Constitution  itself,  to 
which  we  look  as  the  safeguard  of  our  rights  and 
privileges,  this  very  provision  b  not  to  be  extended 
to  persons  ia  the  military  or  naval  service.  If 
therefore  there  be  any  inconsistency,  it  grows  out 
of  the  Constitution  it.self.  It  has  been  t^iought 
wi&e  and  proper — experience,  custom,  and  habit 
have  induced  us,  who  so  often  show  our  zeal  for 
the  rights  of  the  citizen — to  believe  that  the  lib- 
erty which  is  allowed  to  the  citizen,  cannot  be 
extended  to  cases  in  the  railiiary  service.  This 
principle  is  recognised  in  the  Conatitutioo,  and 
we  have  acted  under  it. 

The  gentleman  says,  nothing  is  said  in  the  Coa- 
stitution  with  respect  to  the  witness.  True,  the 
word  wifnew  is  not  used  j  but  let  ns  examine  the 
rights  of  the  citizen  as  guarded  by  the  Constita- 
tioD,  and  look  at  the  first  clause  as  it  stood  before 
it  was  amended,  and  see  how  far  it  comports  with 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  ConstKution,  which 
says,  that  "  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure 
'  in  their  persons, houses,  papers, and  effects, against 
'  unreabonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be 
'  violated ;  and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon 
'  probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  amrmatton, 

*  and  particularly  describing  the  place  to  be  search- 

*  ed,and  the  persons  or  things  to  be  seized."  The 
bill,  as  it  was,  required  that  every  paper,  docu- 
ment, or  record,  in  the  power  or  control  of  any 
person,  should  be  produced,  at  the  requisition  of  a 
military  court,  u  this,  then,  did  not  violate  the 
spirit  of  this  clause  of  the  Gonititntion,  I  can  put 

00  construction  upon  it. 

1  should  Dot  have  said  anything  on  this  subject, 
but  to  rebut  the  impression  that  we  who  voted  for 
the  resolution  for  inquiry  are  unwilliog  to  give 
the  power  necessary  to  carry  the  inquiry  into  effect. 

1  profess  myself  to  be  perfectly  impartial  on  this 
subject — I  feel  no  favor  to  tne  accused  or  the 
accuser.  I  wish  no  one  guilty  of  any  offence  to 
remain  unpunished ;  but  I  respect  the  rights  of  the 
people  loo  much  to  pass  a  law  to  drag  them  be- 
fore a  military  court  unnecessarily. 

Mr.  Bacon  read  a  section  which  he  should  move 
if  the  present  proviso  should  be  negatived,  allow* 
ing  depositions  to  be  read  in  certain  cases. 

While  up.  he  said  he  would  again  express  his 
surprise  at  the  amendment,  and  at  the  operation 
which  it  would  have.  It  is  certainly  this,  said  he : 
by  passing  it,  we  say,  that  if  a  person  on  trial  for 
an  offence  will  not  take  advantue  of  the  statute 
of  limitation,  (the  88th  article)— if  be  will  not  take 
advantage  of  what  is  generally  esteemed  a  dishon- 
orable exception — we  will  anord  him  no  remedy 
whatever.  This  will  be  its  unqaestiooable  oper- 
ation. Gentlemen  sav,  as  we  khve  permitted  this 
Iimitation,it  ought  to  have  effect;  aud  that  if  it  is 
wrong,  we  should  have  thought  of  it  before.  Sir, 
was  there  any  limitation  in  the  case  spoken  of  this 
day  1  The  resolution  of  inquiry  says.  "  Relative 
to  his  having  at  any  time,  whilst  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales,  corruptljr  received  money," 
&c.  Suppose  it  had  been  objected,  at  the  time 
this  was  under  consideration,  that  Oeneral  Wil- 
kinson was  not  guilty,  (for  the  offence  was  barred 
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bv  the  Articles  of  War,)  would  gectlemeD  have 
allowed  this  to  have  been  a  sufficieti  treason  against 
an  inquiry?  But  when  we  have  gone  over  this 
,6ar,  and  instituted  this  inquiry}  ''after" — to  use 
the  words  of  the  gentlemaa  from  Kenlacky,  (Mr. 
Rowan)— "the  nation  has  moved"— and  I  find, 
sir^  that  be  has  moved  with  it— shall  we  say  that 
this  individual  shall  be  driven  to  a  dishonorable 
defence,  or  he  shall  have  none  at  all? 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Liv- 
Brho&e)  thinks  it  improper  to  afford  any  opportu- 
nity to  compel  testimony  on  facft  o'Ianfemcharges. 
We  know  the  case  to  whicn  be  alludes;  and  will 
he  call  that  a  jack  o'lantem  charge  which  the 
'  House  danced  arter  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ? 
It  does  appear  to  me  that  we  ought  not  to  adopt 
the  amendment,  and  1  hope  we  shall  not 

Mr.  LivEBMOSE  thought  gentlemen  were  moch 
mistaken  in  taking  General  Wilkinson's  case  into 
consideratiop  on  this  question.  It  is  true,  said  he, 
that  this  afiair  was  before  the  House  some  time, 
and  true  that  it  was  inquired  into.  Everything 
I  aver  is  this:  that  a  military  court  waa  not  the 
authority  which  I  expected  would  have  inquired 
into  the  transaction,  because  the  offence  charged 
was  not  of  a  nature  cognizable  by  a  court  martial. 
So  that  to  make  a  law  in  allusion  to  this  ease  is 
perfectly  improper.  General  Wilkinson,  until  be 
disproves  theassertions  by  plain  proof — makewhat 
noise  you  will  in  this  House — will  not  be  cleared, 
before  the  people,  of  the  charge  against  him.  All 
exertions  here  can  be  of  no  benefit  to  him. 

Mr.  Nicholas  was  as  little  disposed  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  legislate  for  any 
individual,  but  would  not  be  deterred  from  bis 
duly  by  any  insinoations  of  that  sort.  The  gen- 
tlematrfrom  Massachusetts  should  recollect,  said 
he,  that  his  proviso,  exactly  fitting  the  case  brought 
into  question,  subjects  him  as  much  to  the  impu- 
tation of  having  that  particular  case  in  view  as 
an^  gentleman  who  sup^rts  the  bill  If  General 
Wilkinson  had  never  existed— if  a  ease  bad  never 
occurred — I  would  have  voted  for  the  bill  on  the 
table.  And  here  permit  me  to  say,  that  I  never 
was  more  surprised  than  when  I  ascertained  that 
there  was  no  provision  in  the  laws  on  the  subject 
bjr  which  the  Oovernment  or  a  person  charged 
with  military  offence  could  avail  himself  of  the 
testimony  of  the  citizen.  Upon  every  principle, 
it  appears  to  me  that  there  ought  to  be  such  a  pro- 
vision ;  it  is  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  essential  to  the  protection  of  the  citi- 
zen. I  will  not  again  go  over  the  observations 
which  have  been  made  on  this  subject,  but  I  will 
mention  one  objection  to  the  proviso  which  I  have 
not  beard  urged.  If  the  proviso  pass,  the  public 
interest  willlie  taken  care  of— but  how?  Is  the 
individual  meant  to  be  sacrificed— to  be  made  a 
yictim?  No  summons  under  that  proviso  shall 
issue,  unless  a  ebarj^e  be  made  in  writing,  and 
upon  affidavit.  This  is  in  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment alone.  Government,  without  making  a 
charge  or  affidavit,  may  prosecute  a  person  in 
miliiary  service,  but  by  no  act  of  his  can  be  have 
the  charge  reduced  to  writing  or  supported  by  affi- 
davit} and  therefore  he  cannot  procure  erideoce 
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in  his  favor  from  the  civil  ranks,  though  the  Gov- 
ernment may,  if  they  think  fit,  procure  it  against 
him.  Government  may  conduct  faim  before  a 
military  court,  where,  altbougb  be  could  establish 
his  innocence  by  civil  testimony,  it  is  not  in  hb 
power  10  do  it,  because  be  cannot  compel  the  pro- 
duction of  a  written  charge,  supported  by  affidaviL 
Mr.  Litehhorb'8  amendment  was  n^tired— 
yeas  22. 

Mr.  Bacon  proposed  a  new  section  providing 
that  depositions  should  be  taken  in  all  cases  where 
the  witnesses  reside  at  a  greater  distance  than  100 

miles. 

Mr.  DuRELL  opposed  the  amendment,  observ- 
ing that  every  amendment  rendered  the  bill  more 
iniquitous,  without  insuring  its  object.  He  de- 
clared the  whole  bill  to  be  so  heterodox,  prepos- 
terous, and  variant,  that  he  conld  make  nothing 
ofil. 

Mr.  Bacon  ssid  it  was  iirtended  to  secure  the 
liberties  of  the  citizen,  and  to  meet  the  suj^ea* 
tions  of  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill. ' 

The  amendment  was  algreed  to  without  a  dl* 
vision. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  repotted  the  1^ 
with  sniendments. 

Mr.  LtvEHMORB  renewed  the  motion  which  be 
bad  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Taylor  having  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  it,  it  was  negatived  by  yeas  and  nays— 
89  to  22,  as  follows: 

Tbab— John  Cnlpcvmr,  Daniel  M.  DarriUJaaw 
Elliot.  WflOam.  Ely,  Francis  Gardnn,  John  Hanii, 
William  Huge,  Robert  ,)eQkiDs,  iames  Kelly,  Jos^h 
I.6wiB,  jr.,  Edward  Su  Loe  Livemoie,  Jomsb  Muleis, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mowly,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  John  Rowan,  John  RuBsell,  William  Stedman, 
Beijijamiu  Taltmadge,  Abraitf  Trigg,  Jabes  tJpham, 
and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer— 22. 

Natb — Lemuel  J.  Alstoiit  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Kae- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BurweU  Baa* 
sett,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WUlUm  BlacUedge,  John 
BUk«)  jri*  Thomas  BloontiJ^D  Boyle,  Robert  Brown, 
WilWi  A.  Burwell,  fVilliam  Butler,  JoMph  Calhoun. 
George  W.  Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Joseph 
Clay,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cutb, 
John  Dawson,  Josiah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha.  Sobn  W. 
Eppes,  Wilham  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Edwin  Orsy,  Iiaiab  L. '  Green,  John  Henter» 
WiUiam  Helms,"  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howardt 
Reuben  Humi^rey,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Ridiard  M.  J«hn> 
son,  Waller  Jones,  Thenas  Kenan,  Nehemiah  Kftigfat, 
John  Lambert,  Edward  Lloyd,  John  Love,  Nathnatri 
Macon,  Robert  Marion,  William  McGreeiy,  l>aiiaBl 
Montgomery,  jr.,  Jolm  Mootgomefy,  Nicholas  B. 
Moore,  Tbomaa  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  M«t^ 
row,  Giirdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Netson,  Thomas  Now- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  WiUon  C.  Nicbolaa,  Jobn  Por- 
ter, John  Pugb,  John  Kea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Kbea 
of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samoel  Riker,  L«n- 
uet  Sawyer,  Ebeneser  Seavei,  James  Sloan,  Denaia 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith. 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Clem 
ent  Storer,  Pater  Swart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp 
son,  George  M*'  Troop,  James  I.  Van  Allen.  Arch- 
ibald Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplan<^.  Jesse  Wbartoa 
Robert  WhitehiU,  Iiaae  WiUioor,  David  B.  WOliaBB 
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Mumdoka  WillUmi,  Alexander  WUmDj  Bidiard 
'Wms,  and  Jimes  Witherell — 89. 

Ifr.DraBLL  noTcd  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 
-NegUired. 

Tbe  UU  WM  dmi  ordered  to  ■  thiid  reading— 

jv»67. 

Tomorrow  being  meotioaed  as  tbe  day  on 
whreb  it  should  be  read  tbe  third  time— 

Ifr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHS  hoped  Friday  would  be 
tlw  dir  oa  which  it  shoald  be  read,  that  time 
■ught  n  allowed  for  priatiogJl.  It  had  been 
arowed,  by  the  characteristic  faooestr  of  the  geo- 
tlemu  from  Penuylrania,  that  this  nil  was  cal- 
calated  for  the  particnUr  case  of  General  Wil- 

Mr.  Shilic  iotermpted  the  frentleman  toob- 
serre  that  he  had  not  said  that  General  Wilkio- 
lOD  WIS  tbe  priacipal  object ;  he  bad  said  that  case 
hid  girea  rise  to  the  bill.  It  was  a  bill  of  a  geo- 
eral  niiore,  bat  woald  comprehend  the  particular 
case  which  had  given  rise  to  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said  be  would  not  sup- 
pose otherwise  than  that  he  bad  misuoderstood 
tbe  geotleiDan.  Be  the  object  what  it  might,  he 
hoped  a  little  time  would  be  afforded  to  those  op- 
. posed  to  the  bill  to  digest  their  thoughts  on  ft. 

it  WIS  accordingly  made  the  order  of  the  day 

Friday  next. 

llBVOLUnONART  PENSIONERS. 

Mr.  Nelson  said,  by  looking  orer  tbe  acts  of 
Confess,  it  would  be  found  that  an  act  was  pass- 
ed on  tbe  10th  of  April,  1806,  to  provide  for  per- 
nu  dinUed  by  known  wounds  during  tbe  Revo- 
Iniiooary  war.  One  of  the  sections  of  that  act 
nqnires  that  every  claimant  should  give  satisfac- 
tory reason  why  he  did  not  apply  for  the  provis- 
ion before,  and  also  that  he  should  make  affidavit 
that  he  had  not  received  a  peasioo  from  any  State. 
In  his  opiaioD,  this  provision  t^raled  very  un- 
jnttly  and  harshly  upon  many.  A  .number  of 
JTwos  who  had  foogot  the  battles  of  tbe  nation 
were  now  in  a  stale  of  dependence  and  want ; 
aadahbongh  some  of  them-received  a  small  pii- 
■Dee  as  a  gratuity  from  the  Slates,  be  thought 
tbey  should  not -thereby  be  prevented  from  com- 
ing forward  and  receiving  justice  from  the  Unit- 
ed Suies.  He  thotight  the  law  should  be  amend- 
ed, and  for  that  reason  proposed  the  following : 

Sttobii,  That  a  oonunittee  be  appointed  to  Inqtrire 
mto  the  pnprietj  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  second 
*t^m  of  the  above  act  at  requires  that  the  daimant 
Aall  nake  affidavit  that  he  b  not  on  the  pension  list 
<(  taj  State ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to  rqwrt  hj 
HBotolherwiae. 

Mr.  R&nooLPB  rose  to  second  the  motion  of 
u*|«>demtn  from  Maryland.  It  was  in  the  re- 
XKMctim  of  that  gentleman,  and  of  many  others, 
what  ettKme  disgoet— he  hoped  to  he  pardoned 
for  the  hanhnesB  of  the  exfweMion— the  provision 
wiieb  tbe  gendemnn  now  wished  to  strike  out 
^em  the  statute  book,  to  which  it  was  a  disgrace, 
nd  given  when  that  law  passed,  and  what  strong 
eadeavors  had  been  made  by  several  gentlemen, 
ttd  particalarlr  by  a  lespeetabte  member  from 


tbe  State  of  North  Carolina,  to  have  it  ameodad. 
He  waa  happy  to  find  the  subject  now  proposed 
for  tbetr  eoosideration. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  n  dina- 
ion,  and  Messrs.  NiLaon^  Rahdoi^b,  and  Liraa- 
MORi,  appointed  a  committee  aceordingly. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  for  the  order  .of  tbedcy  a« 
tbe  bill  atithorizing  tbe  President  to  mite  u  mi- 
ditionai  number  of  troops. 

Befwe  the  questiwi  could  be  taken  on  consider* 
ing  thisauhgect,  on  motion  of  Ur.  QAnraWj  lkn 
House  adjoarned— yeas  67. 


TntiBaDAT,  March  10. 

The  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  grant- 
ing William  Wells  the  right  of  pre-emption,**  ti^ 
gether  with  the  amendments  agreed  to  yesterdaj, 
was  read  the  third  tim^  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  for  raising  an  additional  military  force }"  also, 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Turner^*  to  which  biUs.  respectively,  they  desin 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
for  raising  an  additional  military  force,"  was  read 
twice  aodcommitted  to  the  coramiitee  appointed, 
on  tbe  twenty-oioth  of  October  last,  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  Military  and  Naval  Estab- 
lishments. 

The  bin  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Philip  Turner,"  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  itf  the  Whole  lf> 
morrow. 

Tbe  Spbaesb  laid  before  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  accompanied  with  « 
sopplementary  report  and  doeameats  in  relation 
to  invalid  pensioners  ef  the  United  States  j  whieh 
Were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claimii. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  George  Hunter;  which  was  read  twie^and, 
with  sundry  accompanytDg  documents,  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Josbph  Clat, 

Raolved,  That  tbe  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  tbe  expedi- 
ency of  repealing  a  part  of  tbe  second  section  of 
the  act  to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 
by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revototionary 
war,  passed  tbe  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousaod 
eight  hundred  and  six,  be  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  amending  the  several  laws  r^ 
specting  piihiary  pensions;  and  that  they  bea»- 
tborized  to  report  \f  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  issoinjr 
ud  locatiog  military  land  warrants.  Tbe  biU 
having  been  gone  through  and  reported  to  tbe 
House,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Tbe  Housewent  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
on  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  lands  of  the 
United  Bntisnnd  for  other  pupaaas}  which  tev- 
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iuft  been  gone  throHgh,  was  reported  to  ibe  House, 
aod  ordered  to  ^  third  readiog  to-morrow. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  the  pe- 
titiooB  on  the  subject  of  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  presented  since  the  general  bill  on  this  sub- 
ject was  reported,  were  referred  to  a  select  cum- 
mictee  of  seveDtccii. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
OD  the  bill  for  erecting  certain  light-botises  aod 
kaoyn.  The  bill  having  beeo  gone  through,  and 
Tanonsly  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing to-morrow. 

CAPTAIN  PIKE. 
Mr.  John  Montoohery,  from  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  twenty -second  ultimo,  presented 
«  bill  making  compensation  to  Captain  Zebulon 
H.  Pike,  and  his  companions;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  on  Wednesday  next. — The  bill  was  ac- 
companied by  the  following  report: 

That  tha^  exumoed  Colonel  John  BaUeDger,  who 
staled  that,  in  a  eonveisation  which  passed  between  his 
brother  Joseph  and  himself  the  said  Joseph  informed 
him  that  he  was  in  company  with  Captain  Pike  In  his 
last  exploring  tour ;  that,  having  left  Captain  Pike  some- 
wfaeie  on  the  bead  waters  of  the  Arkanias,  he  returned 
to  Louisisna ;  that  veiy  shortly  after  his  return,  he  went 
into  the  Spanish  provioces ;  that,  during  all  thb  time, 
he  was  employed  in  furtiierance  of  a  Spaniflh  project, 
but  did  not  intimate  that  Captain  Pike  had  any  knowl* 
edge,  or  was  at  all  |)riTy  to  ma  said  project,  or  to  Aw 
beiiiKengaged  therein,  and  spoke  in  high  terms  of  Cap- 
tain Pike.  The  nature  of  the  projeethi  wUch  the  said 
Joseph  was  employed,  or  by  whom  be  was  emplc^ed, 
'  is  foreign,  as  your  committee  believe,  from  the  subject 
consigned  to  them,  and,  of  course,  its  detail  is  omitted 
in  this  report  Your  conunittae  further  report:  That 
in  what  manner  tfiese  exploring  expeditions  wen  nn- 
dsftaken  at  the  instance  of  the  War  Department,  and 
the  ooudnct  of  Captain  Pike  afvnmd  by  Uie  Preodent 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  infimnation  which  was 
obtained  and  communicated  to  the  Executive,  and  to 
what  extent,  and  how  iar  the  same  has  been  considered 
lughly  intereiting  in  a  political,  geogrsi^ical,  and  his- 
toncal  view,  appear  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  accompanying  thia  report;  and  that  nothing  has 
appeared  before  the  committee  derogatory  to  the  merits 
M  Captain  Pike,  as  detailed  in  the  above-mentioned 
letter  from  die  Secretary  of  War. 

Wab  DiFABTifssT,  Feb.  SA,  1808. 
Sir :  In  answer  to  yonr  letter  of  the  S2d  instant,  I 
can  with  pleasure  observe  that,  although  the  two  ex- 
ploring expeditions  you  have  performed  were  not  pre- 
vioosly  ordered  by  the  President  of  Uie  United  States, 
then  wem  fiMuent  commonkations  on  the  subject  of 
each,  between  General  Wilkinson  and  this  Department, 
of  vrhkh  the  President  of  the  United  States  was,  from 
time  to  time,  acqnainted,  and  it  will  be  no  more  than 
what  justice  requires  to  sav,  that  your  conduct  in  each 
of  Aoee  expeditions  met  me  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  that  the  information  you  obtained  and  com- 
taimicated  to  the  Executive,  in  rdation  to  the  source 
of  the  Missisrippi,  and  the  natives  in  that  qnaitM.  and 
Ae  eonntry  geMnlly,aa  weU  on  the  Uppn  MissiaBippi 
'  as  that  between  the  Aifcansas  and  the  Miasonii,  and 
•B  die  bocdera  of  the  latter  extaarive  river  to  its  Bouee, 
•■d  the  eo«nti7  a^Jaeent,  has  bean  ooossdared  highly 
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interesting  in  a  political,  geographical  abd  luitonetl 
view,  sn^  you  may  rest  sssured  that  your  services  sis 
held  in  high  estimation  by  the  Presidratof  the  Uailsd 
Stales  ;  and  if  any  opinion  of  my  own  can  afird  ^oa 
any  satisfoction,  I  very  frankly  dedare  that  I  coDsidar 
the  public  much  indebted  to  yon  for  the  enterpriaiiK, 
persevering,  and  judicioos  manner  in  which  yoa  bsn 
performed  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  (d>edient  servant, 
H.  DEAKBORir. 

Captain  Zkbuloit  M.  Piks. 

TRAIN  OF  ARTILLERY. 

The  House  went  in  Committee  of  the  Wait 
on  the  bill  for  procartog  a  train  of  artillery  far  the 
United  States. 

The  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
Mr.  FozalPs  letter  on  the  subject  haviDg;  been 
read, 

Mr.  Dawbon  said,  by  the  statement  from  Ibe 
Secretary  of  War,  it  would  be  found  ihat  the  Udi- 
ted  States  are  now  possessed  of  about  one  tboo- 
sand  seven  hundred  cannon.  I  am  happy  also  to 
state,  said  he,  that,  by  the  returns  since  made  to 
the  Department  of  War,  the  number  is  found  to 
be  about  one  thousand  nine  bandred.  I  will  alM 
stt«e  that  the  United  Slates  are  possessed  at  thii 
time  of  means  of  erery  kind,  arms,  canooD,  pow- 
der, dbc,  for  carrying  on  three  years  close  war. 
The  bill  on  the  table  authorizes  the  purchase  of 
more  cannon.  This,  I  am  told^  it  is  impossible  to 
do  at  this  time ;  they  are  not  to  be  bought,  and  if 
bought,  are  not  as  good  as  of  the  manufacture  of 
the  United  States.  By  the  latter,  I  mean  iron 
cannon,  of  not  more  than  one-half  the  weight  of 
ordinary  cannon  ;  a  61b.  cannon  generally  weight 
1,200  lbs. ;  those  made  here  generally  600  lbs.,  the 
same  weight  as  a  brass  cannon.  One  brisi  can- 
non costs,  perhaps,  fire  times  as  much  as  an  iron 
cannon  of  the  same  weight,  which  ma^  beeqail 
or  superior  to  it  for  service.  After  giving  thi* 
information^  I  will  more  to  amend  uie  bill,  so 
as  to  estaUiKh  a  national  foundry,  for  the  |Hir* 
pose  oi  manofactarii^;  canoon  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Slates.  ,  , 

Mr.  Stahford  was  totally  angaSnst  this  princi- 
ple, and,  to  supersede  the  motion  of  ifae  naOt- 
men  from  Virginia,  mored  to  strike  out  the  fint 
section. 

The  CuAiRUAH  obserred,  that  the  bill  eootaiSN 
but  one  section ;  of  course  the  bill  could  not  b> 
amended  by  striking  out  the  first  section. 

Mr.  Q,DiNt:r  said  he  would  make  but  ooeiA- 
servatioD,  and  that  was  on  the  incorrectnesiof 
this  proceeding:  a  resolution  for  establishii>2  * 
national  fonndrjr  had  been  referred  to  aaotaet 
committee.  This  bill  was  for  procuring  field  a^ 
tillery ;  the  object  to  be  accomplisbM  b^  the  | 
amendment  made,  was  to  conrert  the  bill  iDto> 
bill  for  establishing  a  national  foundry ;  thu^  U  i 
fact,  to  defeat  the  present  object,  .  | 

Mr.  St&hforo  moved  that  the  Committee  nw 
aod  report  progren,  that  the  sabjeet  might  corns  | 
regularly  before  them.— Negati  red.  < 

Mr.  Dawson  observed,  uat  thia  bill  went  to  i 
{H'ocure  artillery  by  purchase;  the  onlyquesiios 
proposed  by  the  amendmeot  wa^  whether  ibey 
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voold  procure  artillfry  hj  purchase  or  manufiic* 
tare  ittbemyeirea.  HisopiDtoawas,tbatit8hould 
be  of  the  maoufactare  of  his  owd  country. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  TeDDesse«,  mored  that  toe  Com- 
niuee  me,  ibat  this  bill,  aod  the  resolatioo  on 
tb*  uibjecl  of  a  oatiooal  foaadry,  should  be  re- 
Amd  to  the  geatlemao  from  VirpuM  and  bis 
committee,  to  report  a  bill  for  erecting  .a  natioual 
Jboadrf. 

The  qaestioa  being  taken  o&  tbia  motion,  there 
were  for  ii  48,  agaioBl  it  48.  The  Chairman  de- 
cided in  the  negatire. 

Mr.  Taylor  objected  to  the  bleodiag  these  two 
nibjects  together.  He  saw  a  wide  distiactioa  be- 
twixt proonriog  a  formidable  train  of  field  artiU 
Iwyand  erecting  a  oatiooal  foundry.  He  wished 
firs(  to  procure  a  train  of  artillery,  and  then  to 
lake  up  the  subject  of  a  national  foundry  distinct 
from  the  other.  He  was  unwilUog  to  defeat  this 
bill,  by  ioserting  a  prortsion  which  might,  per- 
haps, eaable  them  to  mannfiwtnre  io  saflSeieot 
quantity  some  years  heoce. 

Mr.  Ltok  supported  the  amendment,  as  be  con- 
ecived  that  the  nation  should  possess,  within  itself, 
the  means  of  manufacioriog  cannon. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  could  not  bring  himself 
iaubediately  to  vote  for  a  oational  foundry  in 
the  City  of  Washiogtoa,  the  more  especially  as  he 
thought  thateaanon  sumeieat  eoold  eren  now  be 

Soeored  of  themanufootareof  the  United  States, 
e  knew  an  iodiTidoal  company  owning  two 
different  foondries,  who  alone  could  sapply  the 
United  States  with  cannon.  He  appealed  to  the 
geotlemaa  from  Rhode  I^and  to  bf»r  teetimony 
to  the  fact,  that  there  was  a  foundry  there  uo- 
onployed  for  want  of  business,  and  the  owners 
of  which  would  be  glad  to  contract  to  furnish 
caoDon. 

Mr.  Dawboh,  in  reply  to  the  gentlemau  last 
Bp,  said  he  had  not  spoken  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ia^oo  as  the  place  for  the  foundry  ;  this  he  should, 
wieh  to  leave  with  the  discretion  of  the  Ezecutire. 
The  som  of  money  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  foundry  was  small, 
and  the  adranlages  reaultiog  from  it  would  be 
great. 

Mr.  Dawaon's  motion  Ga  amendment  was  n^- 
alived  by  a  la^  majority. 

The  Cbairmah  inquired,  if  the  blank  in  the  bill 
was  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  Dawson  said,  zi  the  bill  now  stood  be  was 
oppoaed  to  it  himself;  nor  had  he  thought  of  the 
sum  with  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  fill  the 
Uank  io  soch  case.  To  try  the  sense  of  the  Com- 
nittee  once  more,  he  moved  to  insert  afier  pur- 
^ase, "  or  cause  to  be  manufactured."  • 

Ur.  Bacon  opposed  this  motion,  as  being  sub- 
^andaUy  the  same  as  that  which  bad  beeu  nega- 
tired  a  lew  minutes  ago,  as  this  expresssioo,  by  a 
ibteed  constroction,  would  warrant  the  erectmg 
«f  the  national  foundry.  He  cited  an  instance 
in  support  of  this,  that,  under  the  late  Adroinistra- 
cioB,  a  Uw  kaeiog  pasted  for  building  a  few  ships 
of  war,  the  Bieenure  had  thought  iisetf  author- 
bed  to  estaUish  nary  yards,  and,  in  eonseqncnee, 
haddaaeso. 
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The  amendment  was  negatired  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHa,  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  8Dd  reported  progress— ayes  71 ;  and 
obtained  Icare  to  sit  a^in— ayes  53,  noes  34. 

THE  MnJTIA. 
The  House  went  into  a  CommUtee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of 
the  militia. 

The  blank  in  the  bill  for  the  sum  to,  be  appro- 
iniated  for  the  immediate  ei^nse  of  the  mili- 
tia, if  called  out,  was  filled  with  one  million  of 
dollars. 

Mr.  Eellt  observed,  that  the  bill  authorized 
the  retaining  each  class  of  the  militia  in  service 
for  six  months.  He  had  always  been  of  opinion 
that  Ibis  term  was  much  too  long ;  he  thought  four 
months  as  long  a  term  as  each  detachment  ought, 
to  be  kept  io  service.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strikeout four,"  and  insert  "six." 

Messrs.  Tallhadog,  QAaoNER,  and  Withbb- 
ELL,  conteoded  against  the  amendment,  that  the 
authority  ^Iven  to  the  President  by  the  bill,  was  to ' 
call  them  into  service  for  a  term  not  ext^eding  six 
months ;  that  it  was  well  known  that,  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  the  Army  was  continuallir 
confused,  disorganized,  and  sometimes  defeated 
in  consequence  of  the  term  of  service  of  a  part 
of  the  tfoops  expiring  on  the  eve  of  an  engage- 
ment; and  that  six  months  was  as  short  a  time 
as  it  was  politic  to  fix  for  their  continuance 
under  arms,  if  it  should  be  necessary  that  the  mi- 
litia  should  be  employed. 

Mr.  Kelly's  ameodment  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  thebill,  which 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow,  nem. 
con. 

LOAN  OF  ARMS  TO  OHIO. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  resolutions  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  loan  a  certain 
number  of  arms  and  artillery  to  the  State  of 
Ohio, 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows ; 

Baohtdt  That  the  Pre^nt  of  the  United  SUtw 
be  authorised  to  loan  t»  the  Bute  of  Ohio,  foi  the  term 
of  seven  years,  seren  thousand  stand  of  sjins,  for  the 
purpose  of  arming,  in  part,  die  militia  of  the  said  State, 
under  such  restrictions  and  regulstioos,  as  to  safe- 
keeping and  Te-dalivery,  ss  the  President  ma;  prescribe. 

Keaolvedt  That  the  Preudent  of  the  United  8utee 
be  authorized  to  loan  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  term' 
of  seven  years,  twenty  pieces  of  field  artillery,  with  <xf 
riages  complete,  for  the  use  of  the  artillery  companiee 
of  militia  in  tiie  said  State,  imder  such  rwalations  and 
restrictions,  as  to  safA-kMping  and  re-ddivery,  as  the 
Pre^dent  nay  pteseiibe. 

The  question  having  been  put  on  the  first  reso- 
lution for  loaning  arms- 
Mr.  Morrow  stated  to  the  Committee  that  this 
resolution  had  been  introduced  in  consequence  of 
instructions  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Ohio.  He  represented  the  situation  of  that  State 
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bordered  oa  its  froDiier  by  tbe  colony  of  a  foreign 
Power  and  by  the  savages,  with  both  of  whom 
tfaey  would  undoubtedly  hare  to  contend  in  ca&e 
of  ft  rupture.  The  Dumber  of  arms  in  the  State 
was  probably  very  ranll,aDd  tbeSiate  was  total- 
ly unable  to  parehase  more.  Tbe  Legislature 
bad  designed,  in  case  of  (Staining  the  arms,  to  de- 
ponte  them  at  stated  places  DD  the  frontier,  so  that 
the  militia  could,  make  nae  of  them  in  ease  of 
asaauli. 

The  first  resolution  was  agreed  to— ayes  65. 

Tbe  second  (^artillery)  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbe  first, 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  to  bring 
in  a  biU. 

Fbiimt,  March  11. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
tbe  twelfUi  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  for  tbe  relief 
of  Richard  Btand  Lee ;  which  was  rend  twiee  and 
committed  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  SotrPBABD,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred,  oo  the  eighth  inataot,  the  amend- 
mcnis  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Trustees  of  the  Baptist 
CbUTch  in  tbe  Uity  of  Washington,"  made  a  re- 
port thereon ;  which  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  said  bill  and  ameadmen^  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Clopton,  from  the  committee  appointed 
OD  the  seventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  force,  for  a  farther  time,  an  act,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of 
peace  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  in  tnewatersunder  their  jurisdiction 
which  was  read  twice  and  coitamitted  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mt.  Dawsou,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
ao  much  of  the  Message  from  the  President  of  tbe 
Onited  States,  of  tbe  iwenty-seTeoth  of  Octt^r 
last,  as  relates  to  the  Military  and  Naval  Estab- 
l^hments,  to  whom  was  yesterday  comtpitted  the 
btll  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
tWizing  the  raising  an  additional  military  force," 
leported  ao  amendment  thereto ;  which  was  read, 
and,  together  with  the  said  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  ddtchmeat 
fVom  tbe  militia  of  the  United  States  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Alt  engrossed  bill  extending  the  time  for  issuing 
and  locating  military  land  warrants  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Tbe  bill  sent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
fiir  erecting  a  li^ht-hoose,  aod  placing  buoys  at 
the  places  therein  mentioned,"  together  with  the 
amcDdments  agreed  to  yesterday,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

BmUvedj  That  tbe  title  be,  "An  act  for  erect- 
urn  a  Ugbt-house  on  tbe  south  point  of  the  Island 
or  Sapelo,  and  for  tdaeing  buoys  and  beaeom  in 
the  shoals  of  tbe  infet  leading  to  the  town  of  Da- 
tien,  aod  near  the  entrance  of  Ipswich  harbor, 
Plynumth  harbor,  before  tbe  nirhor  of  Nan- 


tucket, and  oo  tbe  Island  of  Tuokaa(ick,atoraMt 
tbe  entranee  of  Conneeticot  river,  and  near  iht 
entrance  of  Great  Egg  Harbor  river." 

An  engrossed  bitt  authorizing  the  sale  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  was  read  the  third  tUM^ 
aod  passed. 

MILITARY  COURTS. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  Courts  Marital 
and  Courts  of  Inquiry  was  read  the  third  tiiae. 

The  question  bariog  been  put,  "  Shall  this 
pass  ?"   Mr.  Mabtxrs  called  for  tbe  yeas  and 
nays  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Elliot  said  it  was  to  bare  been  hoped  that 
the  bill,  after  having  gone  throogb  the  purifying 
process  of  successive  recommitments,  would  have 
Deen  presented,  for  the  final  qtieslioa  upon  its  pas- 
sage, in  a  shape  rather  less  questionable  than  that 
which  it  had  assumed  upon  its  original  iutiodoc* 
tion  to  the  House.  Id  tnis  hope,  at  once  a  natu- 
ral and  a  pleasing  one,  said  he,  the  opponeDts  of 
tbe  bill  have,  unfortunately,  been  disappoioied. 
In  one  of  the  pleasant  hours4>f  tbe  past  gloomy 
season,  this  new  twig  of  the  great  tree  of  oar  jo- 
riqirudence,  put  forth  its  slender  form,  with  all 
its  blodiing  honors  thick  upon  it ;  the  next  dajr 
came  a  frost :  it  has  since  experienced  the  vieisai- 
tudes  of  various  weather;  it  is  again  in  bluom; 
but  its  blossoms  are  frail  and  feeb»,  and  erea  the 
beams  of  a  veroal  sun  cannot  save  it  frun  decay 
and  death.  Quitting,  however,  a  meupbor,  whisk 
is  no  sooner  bunted  up  than  it  is  bunted  down,  be 
said  be  would  proceed  to  state,  with  as  moeh 
plainness  and  conciseoess  as  possible,  those objeo- 
tions  to  tbe  bill,  which  be  deemed  as  unaaswera- 
ble  as  he  was  convinced  they  were  insuperable. 
If  they  were  capable  being  aosweredj  he  hoped 
the  supporters  of  tbe  measure  would  deign  to  an- 
swer them.  My  cbjectioas  to  the  bU),  said  Blr. 
E_  are,  that  it  is  erroneous  in  principle,  that  'A  is 
defective  in  detail,  that  it  will  be  iooperaUra  in 
practice,  as  itrespeets  the  great  majority  of  cases 
which  it  professes  to  comprehend,  and  that,  ss  to 
th^  remainiirg  cases,  it  wAl  opente  to  the  delay 
of  military  justice,  and  the  ii^iiiy  and  oppreasioa 
of  the  peaceful  citizen. 

First,  that  it  Is  emneovs  in  principle. 

It  has  been  a  constant  theme  of  declamuioa 
with  the  enemies  of  tbe  equal  rights  of  man^  that, 
in  the  science  of  politics,  which  tbey  say  is  ialsely 
so  called,  unlike  all  otber'sciences^  there  are  oo 
fixed,  iDcootestsiile  principles,  upon  which  tbe^ 
mind  can  repose  with  confidence,  aod  in  which 
all  enlightened  men  will  unite.  The  friends  of 
freedom,  at  least  since  the  time  when  Locke  be- 
gan to  question  the  divine  right  of  Kings,  have 
protested  against  this  dogma.  They  contend  that 
those  fixed  principles,  these  self-evident  posiulata^ 
do  exist  in  political  as  weU  as  moral  seicnee— one 
of  them  forms  the  basis  alt  our  inatilntioai* 
'*A11  men  are  by  nature  eqnal,  anj  possess  ceraaia 
natural  and  naaltenable  r^hts."  There  is  another, 
which  every  true  republican  will  ohaish  with  all 
tbe  ardor  of  affection,  with  all  the  mergy  of  zea^ 
with  all  the  ioflexttMlity  of  patriotism :  lo  a  fiea 
GoTemmeoi,  the  military  slurald  always  he  koft 
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in  sui«  of  BobordioatioD  to  rhc  oiril  power.  If 
70a  admit  that  themilitarv  can  become,  evea  fat 
a  mofflCQt,  eo-«rdinite  with  the  civil  power,  you 
laf  ihe  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree  of  public  liberty. 
Toauketbe  mitiury  superior  to  the  ctTit  power, 
eoouitutaa  the  very  esseoce  of  despotism.  This 
etfect  will  be  produced,  to  a  certaia  exteut,  by  the 
panafc  of  the  pref«ot  bill.  Indeed,  a  more  ap- 
prapviate  title  tbaa  it  beai?,  that  of  "A  bill  coo- 
ccroiac  eoatto  martial  and  oourit  of  iaqairy," 
would  be  "A  bill  4o  aabject  the  cifS  to  the  mili- 
larf  power,  io  eertato  easet  thereio  meDtiooed." 
Bat  we  are  grarely  told  lbatsooh  will  oot  be  the 
cftet  of  the  bill.  There  may  be  a  apice  of  arro- 
^ne«  io  the  auertioD,  batlsball  veoture  to  make 
It,  Ibai  the  aotbors  and  supporters  of  the  bill  do 
aot  anxu-  to  ntider»tend  the  nature aod  operaiioo 
of  the  measure.  To  teat  the  view  which  they 
bare  taJtea  of  it,  let  the  first  proviaioa  of  the  first 
aaciiOD  be  critically  considered.  It  is  ibis  which 
ioTolres  the  peroKious  priociple  afaiost  whit:b 
w«  eootCBd.  Tbe  object  is  to  coerce  the  atteud- 
aaceof  eiril  witnesses -befbre  military  tribuaals; 
aad  how  is  this  to  be  efiected  7  The  provision  is 
io  thaae  words: 

"Hirt.  in  every  ease,  where  die  ettendance  of  any 
petwn,  sot  in  the  miHtaiy  or  naval  aerriee  of  the  Ui^t- 
•d  Slatai^  ahaU  be  neesaury  as  a  witness  befon  a  mil- 
itaay  «r  sarnl  eeort  maitial,  or  coort  of  inqoiry,  and 
wha  afaal  not  leaide  at  a  gieatw  diataoaa  than  one  bun- 
ted milaa  fien  the  place  whne  the  eoort  martial  or 
eavt  of  faaqoicj  diaU  be  boUent  a.  snmtaoDs  may  be 
iaased  out  of  aoy  conit  of  the  (Jaited  Suias,  and  tbe 
dark- of  any  anch  crartahall  be,  and  be  in  baretvTf  su- 
thtwised  and  required,  upon  due  application  in  writing 
by  the  Judge  Advocato,  or  person  ofEciating  as  such, 
ar  the  party  accuued,  to  issue  such  summons,  requir- 
iBc  such  witaeaa  to  appear,  and  give  evidence  bwre 
•ocfa  coait  martial  or  court  of  inquiry." 

Gkntiemen,  I  presamb  will  persist  in  telling  ns 
iWt  a  discretion  is  reaerVed  to  the  judiciary  by 
ihe  expreasion  "  a  anmouma  may  be  issoed  out  ^ 
mmj  court  of  tbe  United  States."  Bat,  who  is  ao 
Uuid  a>  not  to  aee  that  these  are  mere  words  of 
Cm  1  That  the  court,  instead  of  poaaessiag  a 
diaercttoo,  does  not  area  possess  an  agency  io  the 
eaae?  That  tbe  Jad^  Adroeaie  is  tbe  effiaient 
ogpsnti  ood  Ihe  clerk  of  the  oivil  court  the  pauire 
onel  That  tke  former  may  command,  and  the 
teucff  moat  obey  7  Tbe  clerk  is  authorized  and 
reqotred  to  isuie  the  sammon^by  whose  direc- 
iMo  3  That  of  the  court,  or  one  of  the  judges  ? 
Hoc  at  all.  "  He  is  reqaired,  upon  due  applicauon, 
'  in  writing,  by  tbe  Judge  Advocate,  or  party  offi- 
'  ciatiof  as  such,  or  by  tbe  parly  accused  (before 
*  the  martial  tribunal)  to  issue  such  summons," 
Ac  Sorely  this  will  render  tbecivilsubserTtent 
to  the  military  power,  qm  ad  hoe.  In  the  case 
cMiiimplatiid  in  the  next  provision  of  this  section, 
wbioh  amy  be  called  the  military  subpoena  <6mw 
tecMM,  a  auwid  and  proper  diaereiion  la  reatad  in 
Aojodge; 

And,  men  good  and  saflliisnt  cause  shown,  nri> 
iad  by  aHMawil,  befera  any  jadge  of  any  eooit  <rf  the 
Vailed  Siataa,  uid  Ibe  same  beb^  eattiaad  Iwaaah 
>dge,attdfiiilwirita  lha  alaik.  to  whom  nHttBaltan 


as  afiwesaid  shall  be  made  for  any  sammons,  the  aaid 
witness  in  such  summons  may  be  further  directed  and 
required  to  exhibit  in  evidence  before  sucb  court  mar- 
tial or  court  of  inquiry,  any  public  paper,  document,  or 
record,  in  his  possessioa,  power,  or  control,"  dec 

The  same  discretion  ought  to  have  been  giveo 
to  the  judge  in  the  former  case.  It  might  have 
been  maced  in  hi?  breast  with  perfect  safety,' 
And  tnus  the  very  advantage  which  it  is  eontem- 
plated  to  attain  by  the  provisions  of  the  present 
bill  might  hare  been  attained  without  the  saeri- 
6ce  of  principles  which  ought  to  be  considered  as 
sacred.  If  our  military  tribunals  wish  for  the 
aid  of  the  civil  ooes  in  the  furtherance  of  public 
justice,  they  should  not  conunand  it,  but  request 
It.  The  military  should  accost  the  civil  power 
not  in  the  imperious  tone  of  mandate,  but  in  the 
lowly  voice  of  supplication. 

The  bill  Is  still  defective  in  its  details,  und  iit 
some  of  them  involves  new  principles  of  a  most 
danfi;erous  and  destructive  character. 

The  provisioa,  which  embraces  what  I  call  the' 
military  subpoena  dtices  tecum,  has  been  well 
amended  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Bacon.)  But  it  is,  even  now,  not  an£Beiea^ 
y  definite  and  well  guarded : 

"  Any  puUic  paper,  docummt,  or  recordr  in  bis  poe- 
saaaioo,  power,  or  control ;  which  aaid  paper,  docnmenl, 
or  recoil  ehaU  be  apadfied  is  anch  affidavit  and  certifi- 
cate, and  described  m  such  enmmona,  and,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  judge,  shall  contain  evidence  pertinent  10 
tbe  issue  or  subject-matter  which  may  be  on  trial  befbre' 
such  court,  and  which  such  witnecs  might  be  compel- 
led to  produce  in  the  ordihaiy  mles  of  proceeding  in  a 
court  of  civil  jurisdiction.'* 

The  latter  part  of  this  clause,  embracing  tb9 
gentleman's  amendment,  has  removed,  in  a  degree, 
the  original  objections  to  this  provision  in  the  brit.' 
But  a  person  may  have  paper-i,  documents,  or  rec- 
ords, in  hia  "power  or  control,"  for  specific  pur- 
poses, which  are  not  regularly  in  his  possession, 
and  which,  of  course,  he  cannot  earry  mlo  coort. 
Tbe  words  "  power  or  control,"  therefore,  ought  to 
have  been  omitted.  That  civil  officers  should,  in 
any  case,  be  required  to  earry  civil  records  Into 
military  courts,  is  a  very  questionable  principle. 
It  would  be  going  far  enough  to  prescribe  somo 
method  of  authenticating  copies  of  such  records, 
which  should  be  received  as  evidence  in  courts 
martial.  But,  if  tbe  principle  ia  to  be  established, 
its  exercise  ought  to  be  guarded  with  all  possible 
care. 

Passing  over  many  objeciionable  mattera  of  de- 
tail in  the  second  and  third  sections,  I  proceed  to 
the  fourth  section,  which  is  also  introduced  as  an 
amendment  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts: 

"8BC.4.  ilndie^yWAer  enactor  That,  in  leasee 
where  the  witness,  whose  testimony  is  required,  shall 
reside  at  a  greater  distance  than  one  hundred  mllaa 
from  the  place  where  such  court  martial  or  eourt  of  iBr 
qnify  may  be  holden,  tbe  depoeitisa  of  such  iiitaeaa# 
taken  in  the  maaner  proacrikied,  and  agreeable  to  tha 
dimctiens  oontainsd  in  the  third  aec^on  of  tbia  aat| 
■H^  be  read  ia  evideaoe  befae  awd  court  nnvtial  or, 
eanitaf  iaqaby." 

The  v^porceta  of  tba  UU,  obliged  to  yield  tq 
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the  unconquerable  objection  to  the  bill  as  it  ori- 
ginally  stood,  that  the  peaceable  ciiizeo  might  be 
dragged  from  Passamaquoddy  to  Natchitoches, 
from  one  extreme  to  the  other  of  our  rabt  territo- 
ry, to  attend  the  military  courts,  have  endeavored 
to  remove  the  difficaliy  by  the  introduction  of 
this  most  extraordinary  section.  1  have  beard  the 
niles  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Army,  called,  upon  this  floor,  tlie  code  of  Draco— 
a  bloody  code.  The  volume  of  martial  law  must 
always  be  stained  with  blood.  It  cannot  be  aroid- 
«d.  For  one,  I  think  our  own  military  code  too 
severe  and  sanguinary,  and  was  a  member  of  a 
rery  small  minority,  which  voted  in  opposition  to 
the  system.  But  ho#  greatly  is  the  gloom  of  the 
scene  increased  by  enacting  that  the  lives  of  your 
soldiers  shall  be  sacrificed  by  depositions — by 
written  evidence !  Fifteen  or  twenty  crimes  are 
punishable  by  death,  and  in  all  cases,  where  the 
witness  shall  reside  at  a  greater  distance  than  one 
hundred  miles,  depositions  may  be  read  against 
the  accused.  In  civilized  countries,  and  in  en- 
lightened times,  this  monstrous  principle  has  never 
been  adopted — not  even  in  military  courts.  The 
soldier,  who  is  accused  of  a  crime,  is,  of  Course, 
placed  in  a  place  of  close  confinement ;  he  is  not 
tu  be  confronted  with  the  witaestes  aninst  him, 
Dor  can  be  attend  at  the  times  and  puces  where 
depositions  are  tafcen,  which  are  to  affect  bis  life. 
In  this  free  country,  gentlemen  ought  to  start  at 
a  law  of  this  kind  with  instinctive  horror ! 

The  other  objections  to  this  system  are,  that  it 
will  be  inoperative  in  practice  as  to  the  great  mass 
of  cases  which  it  comprehends,  and  that  in  others 
it  will  operate  to  thedelay  of  military  justice,  and 
the  injury  and  oppression  of  the  peaceable 
citizen. 

Gentlemen  say  that  the  soldier,  by  becoming 
such,  does  not  cease  to  be  a  citizen,  and  ought  to 
possess  the  rights  of  the  citizen  even  in  the  camp. 
Why,  then,  do  they  not  jpropose  to  give  to  milita- 
ry nen  the  right  of  trial  by  jury^  the  privilege  of 
being  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
diem,  the  r^ht  of  eompotsory  process  for  wi  tness- 
ei,  on  thur  own  part,  and  the  privilege  of  being 
heard  by  counsel  t  All  this  is  delightful  in  theory, 
btttcan  never  be  realized  in  practice.  Men  can- 
not  carry  all  the  rights  of  the  citizen  from  their 
native  fields  lo  the  tented  plains,  from  rural  scenes 
to  the  camp  of  Mars.  The  idea  is  a  pleasing  but 
a  delusive  one.  But  this  new  law,  while  it  will 
subject  the  soldier  to  the  loss  oi  life,  io  conse- 
quence of  the  depositioDH  of  men  whom  he  never 
saw,  nor  ever  can  see,  will  give  him  no  new  priv- 
ilege. To  illustrate  this  position,  let  us  recur  to 
the  first  part  of  the  first  section :  "That  tn  every 
'  ease  where  the  attendance  of  any  person,  not  in 
*  the  milttarv  or  naval  service  oi  the  United 
*>  States,  shall  be  necessary  ,  as  a  witness,"  dbc. 
Who  is  to  jodge  of  the  necewiMr  t  Will  the  eourt 
take  ■  soMier's  word  for  it  ?  Will  they  allow  him 
10  file  an  attdarit.  staling  the  absence  of  a  mate- 
rial witness?  If  they^  will,  who  shall  form  his 
affidavit  ?  Yonr  mititsry  code  denies  him  coud- 
■el,  except  that  the  Judge  Advocate  is  so  ^r  to 
ftct  as  cotinsd  for  the  prisooer  as  not  to  mfSer 
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leading  Questions  to  be  put  to  the  wituesiet 
against  bim^  or  to  suffer  him  to  be  compelled  to 
criminate  himself.  The  officer,  and  the  non-com- 
misstoned  officer  or  private  soldier,  occupy  very 
different  ground  upon  a  mMitary  trial.  In  mest 
cases,  the  officer  is  only  deprived  of  his  sword,  and 

Soes  at  large  upon  his  parole  of  honor;  the  sol- 
ier  is  always  placed  in  close  confinemenL  To 
the  officer  is  secured  the  most  essential  character- 
istic of  a  trial  by  jury ;  not  so  the  soldier;  The 
officer  is  tried  by  his  peers,  by  his  eqnats  and  «^ 
sociaies ;  the  soldier  by  his  masters,  by  men  with 
whom  be  ts  never  permitted  to  associate,  and  who 
are  in  the  constant  habit  of  exercising  an  irqti 
despotism  over  him.  To  the  officer,  all  those 
sympathies  and  sentiments  which  result  from  the 
common  intercourse  of  eentlemeo,  upon  terms  of 
equalitv,  but,  above  alt  those  which  connect 
themselves  with  the  spirit  of  the  corps,  will  se- 
cure not  only  every  legal  advantage,  but  every 
reasonable  indulgence.  In  favor  of  the  soldier 
nothing  of  this  kmd  can  operate.  As  it  respects 
him  the  law  will  be  unavailable,  except  that  bis 
life  may  be  sacrificed  by  depositions !  The  officer 
can  avail  himi;elf  of  its  provisions,  to  send  for 
depositions  from  every  qaarter  of  the  Unioi^  and 
thus  impede  the  match  of  military  juMlee  as  lonK 
af  he  pleases.  To  the  industrious  and  peaeeftu 
citizen,  your  law  will  be  a  eonatant  source  of  in- 
jury. There  are  two  principles  upon  which  the 
citizen  is  called  into  eourtsu  justice  as  awitneas, 
onremnneraied,  for  his  legal  fees  are  contemplated 
only  as  a  bare  compensation  for  his  actual  ex- 
penses, and  he  receives  nothing  for  the  deralige- 
raent  of  his  business,  or  even  for  his  time.  One 
of  them,  that  private  inconvenience  should  alwayt 
yield  lo  the  pubtic  good,  will  apply  lo  militarj^as 
welt  as  civil  tribunals.  The  other,  which  is  a 
very  obvious  one,  applies  to  civil  courts  alone.  Ii^ 
attending  the  court  as  a  witness,  the  citizen  per- 
forms a  service  for  some  other  citizen,  which,  in 
the  course  of  the  common  concerns  of  \if«,  he  is 
under  the  necessity  of  asking  others  to  perform 
for  himself.  In  relation  to  courts  martMl.  this 
reciprocity  does  not  exist.  The  oitiateo  can  an- 
ther sue  or  prosecute  others,  nor  be  aned  or  pros- 
ecuted himself,  befbre  military  courts.  He  com- 
mits no  military  crime,  he  wishes  for  do  military 
witnesses. 

Upon  the  whole,  although  the  policy  of  passing 
such  a  law  at  all,  is  extremely  questionable,  yet 
the  advantages  which  it  is  contemplated  to  obtain 
by  it,  might  he  obtained,  without  subjeciing  the 
civil  to  the  military  power.  Let  the  martial  ap- 
proach the  civil  court,  not  with  all  ''the  pomp, 
pride,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war,"  but  » 
the  humble  altitude  of  a  supplicant,  fivery  judge, 
in  every  case,  should  possess  a  sound  discreiioD. 
This  power  would  not  be  abused.  If  it  were  by 
one  magistrate,  application  might  be  made  to  an- 
other. Mr.  E.  condnded  fay  remarkiagr,  that  he 
would  not  pledge  himsdf  to  vote  even  for  such  a 
law.  But  if  a  law  inion  the  subject  be  to  paa^  it 
ought  to  pass  upon  that  principM,  and  upon  that 
alone. 

Bfr.  JoRMoit  said,  tknt  he  arant  to  mnk««  ftvr, 
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tot  Toy  few  obaemtionK,  whjr  be  tboDgbt  this 
lill  sboald  pass.   The  objections  whico  Home 

Citlemen  htd  made  to  the  detail  of  the  bill  when 
I  imrodoeed.  had  straek  him  with  considerable 
force,  alihongh  frora  the  first  moment  he  had 
thooght  that  something  oaght  to  be  done.  On 
dke  passage  of  this  Ull,  said  he,  altbough  its  de- 
tails may  not  exactly  meet  my  mind,  as  gentle* 
meo  on  neither  side  coald  make  it  more  per- 
fect, and  Twill  not  entertain  i  doabt  that  ibey 
voald  hare  done  it  if  they  could,  I  must  gire  my 
Tote  in  its  faror. 

It  would  seem  that  gentlemen  who  opnoiie  this 
bill  feel  the  same  sentiment  as  myseir.  If  I  could 
bei«Te  that  the  construction  of  the  bill  would 
eanse  militarf  predominance  and  cirit  subservi- 
eaee,  naqDesiionably  I  should  gire  my  n^tire 
tb  tbe  pasaaffe  of  this  bill.  Bat,  if  I  anderatand 
Ae  dame  alladed  to.  an  appticatioo  is  first  to  be 
■ade  toelerka  ciril  tribnnals.  I  eannotbe  in- 
doeed  to  believe,  when  we  make  application  to  a 
eiTil  tribnnal  for  process,  that  the  military  pre- 
pnderates.  Did  the  bill  provide  that  the  civil 
magistrate  should  make  application  to  the  mili- 
tary.  and  be  dependent  On  it,  I  should  certainly 
think  the  et^ection  forcible.  But  can  I  say, 
when  discretion  does  rest  with  the  civil  aathority, 
lint  the  civil  authority  subserves  the  military? 
Which  power  is  subservient?  That  which  has  the 
power  of  controlling  process,  or  that  which  makeo 
application  for  it?  I  have  always  thought  that 
the  power  which  can  control  another  is  superior, 
and  the  power  controlled  subservient. 

It  is  said  likewise,  and  if  that  were  the  con- 
■traction  I  woald  certainly  oppose  tbe  passage  of 
dwliillj  tkat  we  are  abont  to  gire  power  to  the 
Billiary  to  create  dffenees,  the  pdnfshroent  of 
which  i>  rested  with  tbe  eivil  authority,  and  to 
^teate  a  jarisdtciion  in  military  tribunals  toioilict 
a  ponishment  on  the  citizen.  Does  this  bill  coo- 
temf^ate  the  giving  any  jurisdiciioil  not  hereto* 
fore  given?  If  80,  I  am  mistaken.  }t  I  onder- 
fltand  the  object  of  tbe  bill  it  is  to  give  power  to 
the  Government  to  prosecute,  and  the  individual 
to  defend  himself  by  coercion.  I  have  not  un- 
derstood that  any  iurisdictioo  is  given  to  military 
eoorts;  I  hare  taken  up  an  idea  that  tbe  grand 
object  of  tbe  bill  is  to  coerce  the  evidence  of  wit- 
nesses in  cases  of  crimes  alreadjr  designated,  and 
of  which  the  panishmeni  is  also  pointed  oat. 

Tbe  gentleman  last  up  has  made  an  objection 
to  the  issning  «  sobpcena  without  showing  cause 
to  tbe  civil  authority  for  it.  Do  yon  not  in  civil 
cases  alwajrs  obtain  subpoenas  on  application  to 
the  clerk,  without  showing  cause,  except  in  eases 
of  mAptema  dueet  team?  Do  you  ever  make  ap- 
fUcauoD  to  thejodge  in  the  flrst  instance  for  civil 
woeess?  Thjfon  for  tcttpku ad Kttitfadiendumt 
Ton  direct  the  cleric  to  issae  it,  knd  endorse  on  it 
Bo  bail  to  Be  taken ;  the  person  against  whom  it 
is  issaed  is  thrown  into  jail,  and  cause  is  not  re- 
quired to  be  shown.  But  if  we  make  application 
Rwpapers  toa  ciril  tribnnal,  reaison  must  be  shown ; 
if  to  a  military  court,  this  bill  provides  the  saiiie. 
If  I  were  mtataken  ia  this,  in  this  also  I  should 
be  all}  oppoaed  to  tbe  priiviuoiu  of  the  blU. 


It  ia  also  said  by  some  who  are  opposed  to  tbe 
bill,  that  military  dettpoiism  will  be  extended  by  it.% 
i  hare  no  doabt  that  gentlemen  doeottseientioQalr 
believe  it,  and  I  do  as  much  believe  that  it  wiU 
abrii^e  military  despotism,  if  despotism  indeed 
exists.  The  onljr  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that  dea- 
potiam  may  be  exercised  by  the  military  over  the 
citizen.  If  one  of  your  soldiers  should  be  marked 
out  for  the  vengcance-of  a  superior  officer,  does 
this  bill  deprive  him  of  his  means  of  defence,  or 
of  the  power  of  coercing  witnesses?  Does  it 
abridge  or  extend  military  despotism  to  say  that 
a  man  with  a  budget  on  his  back  and  a  firelock 
on  bis  shoulder  has  an  equal  right  with  bis  supe- 
rior officer  to  compulsory  ptocess?  Surely  not. 
Does  this  bill  apply  exclusively  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief? I  would  spurn  the  idea  of 
giving  this  iwivilegeto  the  CommanderHD-Chi^ 
were  we  to  leave  the  poor  soldi«-  in  the  ranks 
wtthoQt  the  power  of  coercing  evidence.  I  wonld 
say,  here  is  the  same  law  to  apply  to  all ;  and  if 
exculpatory  evidence  can  be  procured,  the  law 
has  said  that  citizens  shall  be  confronted  with 
their  aeetisers,  and  have  tbe  benefit  of  compulsory 
process.  We  iay,  as  far  as  wo  can  go,  we  wift 
grant  coercion,  and  where  this  cannot  be  done, 
we  will  give  you  an  opportonity  to  procure  testi- 
mony in  writing. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  particular  case  which  is 
known  to  us  all,  has  given  rise  to  this  law.  I  drs- 
claim  the  idea  of  that  case  operating  upon  myself. 
I  agree  with  gentlemen,  (hat  it  is  improper  to  legis- 
late upon  particular  cases;  but  if  a  particular  case 
should  occur,  which  shows  a  defect  in  our  laws, 
although  the  particular  caae  su^esta  tbe  propriety 
of  the  law,  1  consider  it  important  to  make  a 
prorision  which  shall  not  onl||r  include  that,  bat 
a  tfaoflsand  possible  cases  which  might  happen 
in  the  course  of  human  events. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Elliot) 
has  also  stated  that  this  is  a  subject  recommended 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States^  and  that  it 
is  made  a  question  of  confidence.  It  ts  not  a  sub- 
ject of  confidence,  or  of  distrust,  which  is  its  op- 
posite. If  we  look  at  the  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, we  shall  find  that  no  particular  course  ia 
pointed  out.  Our  attention  is  called  to  the  parti- 
cular situation  of  bur  laws  on  this  subject.  We 
are  not  requested  to  do  this  or  that.  I  was  one 
who  voted  for  the  inquiry ;  the  only  Constitu- 
tional tribunal  which  could  make  that  inquiry 
has  not  effieientpowers  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  witnesses.  We  bare,  in  consequence  of  the 
defect  in  our  laws,  which  this  case  baa  diseor- 
ered,  thought  proper  to  attempt  an  amendment  of 
them.  What,  then,  has  this  to  do  with  confidence 
or  distrust?  So  long,  sir,  as  I  have  a  ratitmal 
confidence  in  what  comes  from  the  President,  or' 
from  any  member  of  this  House,  so  long,  also.  E 
wilt  act  in  such  a  way  as  vball  manifest  to  tne 
world  that  I  do  not  possess  a  blind  confidence, 
which  would  induce  me  to  do  an  act  injarions  to 
my  country  or  contrary  to  my  own  sentiments. 

We  are  told  that  this  kw  will  harass  the  citi- 
zen, and  as  a  rekson  for  this  belief,  we  are  told 
that  it-  it  iQcoarenient  to  attend  coarta  nutt- 
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tial  or  courtB  or  inquirjr.  Qranted ;  it  results 
^rom  hamBD  institmioDs.  So  \oog  aaeontrorenjr 
exists,  80  loDg  will  wiioesses  suffer  iocoDTeDieoee. 
Will  you,  Mcause  it  is  iDcoDveoient,  withhold 
oompulsory  process  t  Would  not  this  prostrate 
«TerY  iastitution  in  your  country  ?  Do  we  require 
more  by  this  law  tDaa  is  already  in  the  power 
of  our  civil  institutions?  No;  in  cases  of  life 
or  death,  and  affectiogf  reputation,  we  award 
OiompuUory  process.   It  is  all-imponaBt  that  this 

Cwer  sboQul  be  vested  somewaere,  and  wbere 
Iter  than  io  tb«  einl  auhoritf.  to  eoeten 
teaduee  in  cases  of  this  kiod  ? 

It  has  been  said  that  we  eaoifec  extend  all  the 
priTileaes  of  the  citizen,  in  civil  Hfe,  to  the  sol- 
dier. I  rwret  that  we  caiuiot  extend  them  as  &r 
M  Icoula  wish,  and  as  far  as  those  gentlemen 
who  oppoved  the  bill  most  certainly  wish.  But 
ahall  that  induce  os.  to  withhold  the  hand  from 
ministeriDff  to  their  rij^bis  as  far  as  in  us  lies? 
Have  geatlemeii  taken  into  consideration,  that  the 
militia  also  are  subject  to  military  law  in  tiraeof 
war,  and  should  their  fellow-citizens,  or  shall  Oov- 
erument,  be  deprived  of  testioiooy  asaiast  then? 
This  bill  is  not  particularly  calculated  for  the 
man  accused,  but,  upon  the  reciprocal  prinet^e, 
that  Government  also  shoold  have  the  power  of 
corrcioa. 

I  eoofess  that  I  can  we  no  occasion,  nor  any 
reason,  for  this  alarm  on  the  subject.  If  I  etftild 
see  ihe  same  evils  resulting  from  the  passage  of 
this  bill  as  are  meotiooed  by  some  gentlemen  in 
apposition  to  the  bill^  I  should  be  one  of  the  Ust 
to  vote  for  it,  and  this  Hoase  would  immediately 
reject  It. 

.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  courts  martial  and  courisof  inquiry  is  not 
to  be  extended  by  this  bill ;  that  the  only  graad 
object  is  to  give  power  of  prosecution  and  defence 
to  the  Qoveromeot  and  iadividoaU;  and  tbgt  it 
is  not  a  subject  of  confidence  or  diurust,  but  a 
subject  on  which  every  one  should  be  guided  by 
his  owQ  judgment ;  aod  so,  I  have  no  doubt,  eve- 
ry gentleman  ia  this  House  will  do. 

Mr.  RAKOOLFfl  said,  that  an  otMiervaiion  of  the 
oentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  not,  in- 
deed, an  original  one,  for  it  bad  been  repeatedly 
pressed  upon  the  House,  indnoed  him  now  io  rise ; 
not  that  he  could  have  reconciled  it  with  his  feel- 
ings or  principles  to  give  a  silent  vote  on  such  a 
biU  as  that  now  before  them  ;  but  the  remark  of 
the  geotiemaD  from  Kentucky  had  caused  him  to 
throw  himself  upon  the  patience  and  mercy  of 
the  House  earlier  than  he  bad  intended.  It  was 
a  remark  calculated,  he  would  not  say  ad  capCan- 
duta  miigiUi  but  to  catch  every  class  of  citizens 
in  the  community,  and  particularly  that  most 
meritorious  class  the  middle  class,  who  must  an- 
questionably  be  relied  upon  for  the  ultimate  safety 
of  Ihecountry,  whether  from  internal  danger  or  for- 
eign assaultjit  had  accordingly  been  reiterated  again 
and  again  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  whoseenied 
to  regard  it  as  their  farocite  and  most  unanswer- 
able aigament.  The  position  ms  thu :  "That  the 
bill  on  your  table  is  calculated  to  favor  the  militia, 
iWMniiwb  at  men  wrring  in  tha  militiit  are  liable 


to  be  tried  by  eonru  martial,  as  w«U  as  soldiers  in 
the  regular  army."  But  if  the  bill  beexaminad 
with  only  one  half  of  the  attention  which  it  be- 
hooved every  member  to  bestow  upon  it,  the  ad- 
vantage ascribed  to  it  would  be  found  altogether 
illusory.  As  the  bill  had  grown  out  of  «  caaa 
arising  in  the  standing  army,  so  it  was  calculated 
for  the  benefit  of  that  army,  if  not  of  a  single 
officer  of  that  army.  Its  application  to  the  mi- 
litia had  been  gladly  seized  upon  to  give  an  air 
of  popitlsrity  to  the  measar^  and  make  it  go 
down.  The  militia  might  hara  ex^d  aimi 
doomsday,  and  such  a  provision  beaevCT  dneamcd 
of  on  their  account.  In  fact,  they  conld  derin 
no  advantage  from  it,  and  bad  mecely  been  preased 
into  the  service  to  furnish  some  plauaibility  la 
the  bill. 

It  is,  said  Mr.  R.,  of  the  very  essence  of  coarta 
martial,  in  time  of  war  more  aqiieeially,  when, 
alone  the  militia  can  be  called  into  actiul  service, 
that  their  proceedings  should  be  summary,  i>rompt, 
and  encFgetio.  What  sort  of  discipline  will  thai 
be  in  an  army,  in  time  of  actaal  war,  perhaps  in 
sight  of  the  enemy,  in  which  is  permitted  thia 
slow  process  of  sending  men  to  Georgia,  New 
Ham[phire.  or  Detroit,  to  take  depositions  ?  This 
bill  is  equivalent  to  a  repeal  of  all  military  Uw  i 
for,  in  time  of  war,  if  it  have  any  operation  at  all, 
it  must  operate  a  djissolution  of  your  army.  I  r** 
peat  it,  that  if,  in  time  of  war,  a  soldier  eannotbe 

Enaisaedj  until  tha  dilatory  process  pmnted  out 
f  this  bill  is  com^ied  with,  yonr  army  is  virtii- 
ally  dissolved.  It  will  be  seen,  then,  on  examina- 
tion, that  the  bill  if  calculated  not  for  time  of  war, 
and  consequently  not  for  the  benefit  of  themilttia. 
On  the  contrary,  it  goes  to  violate  the  rigbb  of 
those  very  men,  in  their  civil  capacities,  whom,  in 
iheir  military  garb,  it  professes  to  protect.  I  lay 
it  down  as  an  immutable  principle)  which  cannot 
be  controverted,  which  no  man  will  pretend  to' 
deay,  aod  much  less  the  gentleman  who  bas  just 
sat  down,  that  the  citizen  is  constitutionally  ex- 
empt from  all  military  service  whatever,  except 
he  subject  himself  to  that  military  service  by  vol- 
untary enlistment.  1  speak  of  service  in  connex- 
ion with  the  standing  army,  and  not  of  the  Auf 
which,  as  a  militiaman*  he  is  bcwnd  to  perform* 
He  stands  severed  from  this  class  of  men  by  the 
great,  hroad  laodmarkq  of  the  Coostitutioo.  He 
owes  them  no  service— there  is  nrar,  which,  ia 
thejr  military  capaciiy^  thoy  can  demand  at  hia 
hands.  They  are  lo  him  a  di&tinct  class,  whon 
he  looks  upon  with  suspicion,  at  least;  whoaa 
movements  it  behooves  him  at  all  times  to  watch ; 
whose  troops  it  ia  his  duty  to  keep  within  the 
smallest  possible  number,  capable  of  garrisooing 
the  posts  on  the  frontier;  in  other  words,  within 
the  pale  of  the  public  good.  A  jealousy  of  thai 
force  and  of  Executive  iojSuence,  aod  they  are 
one  and  the  same  thing,  for  every  augmentniion 
of  the  Army  is  but  an  increase  of  Executive 
power,  has  ever  been  deemed  the  great  crilerion, 
iheiDiallible  touchstone  of  every. Ri^ublieanyoi 
every  Whig's  political  principle. 

It  is  an  Mjection  to  this  bill,  not  only  (aa  haa 
been  very  forcibly  and  ably  deowstiMed  to  thin 
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Bum)  llMt  it  tend*  to  exalt  tbe  military  at  the 
openat  of  tbe  civil  autboritr,  bat  that,  uoder  the 

Kb  aod  eolor  of  civil  jurisoictlOD,  tbe  persoa  of 
eitizcD  is  laid  at  tbs  mercy  of  a  military  tri- 
bona] ;  for,  as  hat  been  said,  orer  aod  over  agaio, 
tb*  party  soiog  oat  the  writ  applies  to  tbe  clerk 
of  tbe  court,  who.  oo  application,  is  bound  to  issue 
it.  Why,  iheo,  tnis  parade  of  catliog  in  the  civil 
aatbority,  when  no  discreiioa  is  lodnd  with  that 
antbority  to  give  or  withhold  its  aid?  The  pro- 
eess  is.  id  fact,  as  much  military  as  if  issued  by 
ibe  eoiirt  martial  io  the  first  iasiance,  with  this 
additional  aod  fatal  ohjectioo,  that,  to  mask  Ibe 
deformity  of  naked  military  despotism,  the  civil 
power  is  surrendered  a  passive  victim  into  its 
nanda.  It  is  this  bideoos  feature  which,  most  of 
aUtOeitea  rav  antipathy  to  thebilL  The  power 
wfaicli  it  coBfera  is  odioas,  but  themanno'  of  cw- 
Arriag  it  worse. 

X  have  said  that  every  frcitman  of  the  United 
States  slaod*  constitutionally  exempt  from  being 
called  npoQ  to  perform  any  service  in  relation  to, 
ot  ooanexion  with,  a  standing  army,  unless  be  sub- 
ject himself  to  that  obligation  by  bis  own  volun- 
tary act.  Yet  this  bill  does  subject.  U>e  citizen 
■ot  merely  to  perform  expensive  aod  arduous  ser- 
vice, bot  to  have  everything-  that  man  can  hold 
dear,  placed  in  a  situation,  the  very  idea  of  which 
it  ia  impossible  to  contemplate  without  abhor-: 
rcnce.  Tbe  personal  liberty  of  the  citizen  in,  io 
principle,  as  much  violated  by  compelling  bim  to 
fo  oac  hundred  mil»  as  five  thousand.  This  pior 
fiaion  must  be  regarded  as  a  mere  entering  wedge, 
b  proairatea  the  r^ts  of  every  freemaq  in.  the 
Arat  iDatanee,  leaving  ibe  details  to  future  com- 
aaentsUors  on  the  new  niliiary  code,  who  will,  of 
noorae,  neeommodate  tbem  to  their  own  purposes. 
Bat  ibis  is  nothing  in  comparison.  What  would 
uy  man  among  you  say,  at  seeing  bis  sister,  his 
'dM^tee,  or  his  wi£e,  summoned  to  give  evidence 
in  ft  fortified  town,  on  the  eve  of  a  si^,  or 
broo^t  to  headquarters  through  the  tumultuous, 
nroflwate,  and  flagitious  scenes  of  a  camp — per- 
haps booily  ex  peeling  the  enemy's  attack?  Where 
ta  the  screen  to  protect  female  delicacy — I  might 
■imoa  say  female  virtue  1  None.  This  case  is 
BOt  iDercly  supposafale,.but,  in  time  of  war,  when 
ooortx  martial  are  most  frequent,  must  happen — 
ualcssj  indeed,  gentlemen  are  ready  to  allow  the 
oner  impoasibiTity  of  executing  the  bill,  and  to 
eoafesa  thaj^  as  it  has  been  bivugbt  forward  to 
anit  a  particular  purpose,  so  when  that  purpose 
aball  uva  been  answered  it  will  be  laid  aside. 
AUov  it  eflleaey,.  and  there  is  not  a  man  oc  wo- 
naa  ia  tbe  United  Stalei^  wbo  may  not,  by  its 
flspccas  provisions^  at  the  bare  instigation  o(  a 
Mdge  Advoeate,  or  any  party  accused,  be  dragged 
into  tbe  tamultoous  scenes  of  military  lic«itiou»- 
■css. 

la  tbe  earlier  stages  of  my  political  Ufe^  a  salo- 
ta^  jealoBsy — as  it  was  thecf  deemed,  and  as  I 
atili  deem  It  to  be—was  inculcated  by  the  fathers 
of  onr  political  chuteh)  againi^t  tbe  ambitbn  of 
tbe  Federal  Qovernment,  generally  disposed,  as 
it  was  believed  to  be,  to  encroach  on  the  ^varn- 
■ent  of  the  States— of  tbe  disiribntion  ol  power 


between  tbe  several  departments  of  Qovenuanati 
where  tbe  Rxeontive  was  equally  disposed  to  eB-< 
croacb  on  tbe  other  departments—and  chiefly  of 
systems  calculated  to  favor  permanent  military 
instituiioBs  in  this  country.  What,  tbeD,<hall  we 
say  to  a  bill  calculated  to  extend  the  power  of  the 
Federal  Glovernment?  Not,  indeed,  at  the  direct 
expeuse  of  tbe  States,  but  of  tbe  citizen ;  and  par- 
ticularly of  that  branch  of  the  Federal  Govern* 
ment  of  which  it  behooves  us  to  be  especially 
jealous;  which  exalts  the  military  at  the  expense 
of  tbe  civil  institutions  of  our  country,  and  gives 
to  tbe  President,  by  whom  every  court  martial  is 
virtually  ordered,  power  of  the  most  alarming  and 
undefined  nature.  In  whichsoever  wa)F  this  bill 
be  viewed,  tbe  impropriety  of  l^ialating  for  a 
particular  case,  becomes  the  more  manifeat  and 
glaring.  A  proposition  was  brought  forwfi'd  by 
the  gentleman  from  KentiKky  (Mr.  Rowan)  to 
inquire  for  ourselves  fay  a  known,  praetieahli^ 
Constitutional  organ,  into  tbe  conduct  of  a  cer- 
tain officer.  That  motion  was  overruled.,  Tha 
House  preferred  a  request  to  the  President  of  tha 
United  Sutes,  that  he  would  cause  an  tpqui'ry  to 
be  instituted,  with  which  he  does  not  comply.  I 
mean  no  distenpect  to  tbe  President  of  the  United 
States,  but  merely  to  state  a  fact.  A  military 
coiHt  of  inquiry  into  tbe  conduct  o(  this  persoa 
had  been  instituted,  some  lime  previous  to  the 
application  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
which  the  President  officially  notifies  them  inbia. 
answer,  aod  bints  a  deficiency  in  its  power.  For 
this  particular  case,  and  on  this  recommendation, 
you  legislate;  and  every  section  and  line  in  tbat 
bill  is  a  lame  attempt  to  justify  the  House  in  n- 
fusing  tbe  inquiry  proposed  by  tbe  eentleman 
from  Kentucky,  which  was  calculated  to  probe 
the  matter  to  the  boiiom,  and  required  the  aid  of 
no  new  law,  Constitutional  or  otherwise,  to  carry 
it  into  effiact.  I  will  not  consent  to  make  amenm 
for  havinj^  refused  that  inquiry,  at  the  expenM  of 
the  Constitutional  rights  of  our  citizens.  I  will 
never  give  this  proof  of  my  zeal  for  inveatotatiou, 
much  less  of  my  deference  to  military  power. 
But  this  bill,  objectionable  as  it  is  iu  principle,  is 
manifestly  incompetent  to  the  object  which  it  pro* 
fesses  to  attain.  Because,  in  the  case  in  quesuon, 
if  you  are  desirous  to  get  at  the  whole  truth,  you 
must  obtain  possession  of  other  than  "public**  pa* 
pcrs,  and  other  evidence  than  ex  pari*  dfepositions. 
The  bill,  unquestionably,  is  not  calonlated  t^  reaeh 
its  avowed  olyecC— fiirther  comment  on  such  a 
production  is  annecessanp— a  bill  which  deservea 
much  more  the  name  oi  a  contrivance  fl  do  not 
say  an  intentional  one)  to  gloss  aver  guilt,  than  a 
shield  for  the  protection  of  innocence.  Such  an 
inquiry  as  this  bill  is  likely  to  produce,  take  suf 
word  for  it,  wiU  never  satisfy  the  people  of  this 
couQtry. . 

But  with  alt  tbifi  tenderness  for  tbe  rights  of 
tbe  soldier,  and  particularly  of  the  militiaman— 
wbo  never  can  be  benefited  by  tbe  bill — because 
it  must  be  inoperative  in  the  face  of  an  enemy, 
when  your  discipline  will  cease,  if  you  have  to 
send  toemarshala  hundred  miles  for  witnesses  to. 
give  it  tffieiency-^what  becomes  of  your  teiulert 


Digitized  DyV^OOQle 


178a 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1'784 


H.  orR. 


ness  to  the  eitizeii  witness,  for  whom,  in  his  capa- 
city of  soldier,  so  moch  regard  is  felt  ?  Id  case 
of  his  refusal  to  attend,  or  to  testify  when  he  has 
attended,  he  is  proceeded  effaiDsi— how  ?  In  the 
same  maDoer  as  if  he  had  refused  to  attend,  or 
l^ve  endcQce  in  a  civil  court ;  and  the  civil  court 
18  called  OD  to  inflict  the  penalties.  In  ease  of 
contempt  to  a  civil  court,  the  court  possesses 
within  Itself  the  highest  possible  evidence  of  the 
facr,  and  proceeds  to  punish  the  offender  accord- 
infi^ly.  This  has  been  thought,  and  I  believe  prop- 
erfy,  a  necessary  sanction  to  the  aathority  of  our 
courts  of  law.  But  here,  the  citiaen  may  be  pun- 
ished by  order  of  court — for  a  contempt  of  the 
civil  authority  1  Not  at  all :  the  civil  court  is 
made  the  mere  execniioner,  the  drum-major  nf 
the  military  coart,  to  iofliet  a  puoishmeat  on  the 
eilizcii.for  a  military  offence,  which,  in  his  capa- 
city of  citizen,  he  cannot  commit,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  his  guilt  shall  be  the  record— of  what  ? 
Of  a  court  martial !  This  record  is  to  be  evidence, 
conclusive  evidence,  (for  bow  are  you  totrarerse 
iti)  upon  which  the  citizen  is  to  be  amerced  and 
incarcerated;  and  yet  be  is  toM  that  this  is  a  pro- 
Tision  for  the  protection  of  his  liberty  t  The  only 
case  io  which  our  free  and  manly  jurisprudence 
permits' the  citizen  to  be  punished  in  his  person, 
«■  property,  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury  of 
his  peers,  is  that  of  a  contempt  of  court,  an  offence 
coming  within  its  personal  koowtedge,  and 
against  which  it  ia  necessary  to  proceed  ina  aum- 
roary  way,  to  uphold  Justice  herself  upon  the 
judgment  seat ;  and  yet,  even  this  powar  has  been 
riewed  with  great  jealousy,  and  must  be  exercised 
with  cautious  forbearance.  But  to  give  validity, 
in  the  courtii  of  law,  to  the  records  «  courts  mar- 
tial, to  make  thero  evidence,  upon  which  the  citi- 
zen-mity  be  restrained  in  his  liberty,  and  dispos- 
sessed of  his  property,  without  any  secnrity  which 
the  trial  by  jury  affords,  is  a  monstrous  innovation 
upon  every  maxim  heretofore  held  sacred  among 
Us. 

But  after  having  declared  that  the  citizen  shall 
become,  without  voluntary  enlistment,  subject  to 
a  species  of  military  duty,  pertaining  to,  and  con- 
nected with,  the  regular  army,  and  that  the  courts 
of  justice  and  of  law  are  tu  become  instrumenLs 
of  punishment,  in  the  hands  of  courts  martial,  for 
any  failure  in  that  duty— why  stop  here  %  Why 
not  extend  to  courts  martial  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  power  in  all  4»ses  to  command  the 
lervices  of  the  citizen,  where  his  assistance  shall 
seem  to  them  "  necessary"  to  enaUe  them  to  do 
military  justice?  Yon  may  as  well  turn  over  the 
convicted  soldier  to  the  sheriff,  or  marshal,  and 
make  him  executioner:  call  the  citizen  from  pri- 
Tate  life,  put  the  instrumenu  of  torture  or  of 
death,  into  his  hands,  and  compel  him  to  assist, 
where  his  aid  may  be  deemed  "  necessary,"  in  ex- 
ecuting the  sentence  of  a  court,  abhorrent  to  bis 
feelings  and  his  principles ;  to  give  the  finishing 
hand  to  a  process  which  ought  to  be  summary,  but 
which  unites  all  the  delay  of  a  jadicial  court  with 
the  terrors  of  a  military  tribunal.  But  this  is 
necessary  to  enable  innocence  to  protect  itself. 
Why,  tben,is  thia  the  onlf  relief  extended  to  (be 


Maicb,  1808. 


accuwd?  Whynot  give  him  all  the  privile^ea 
of  a  citizen?  Why  not  allow  him  an  impartial 
jury,  and  counsel  for  his  defence?  You  do  not  this  | 
you  leave  hfm  at  the  mercy,  at  the  discretion  of 
an  arbitrary  commission,  appoinAd  for  the  express 
purpose  of  trying  him—but  you  extend  privileges 
to  him  at  the  expense  of  the  private  citizen,  who 
has  no  concern  or  connexion,  and  almost  feels 
himself  contaminated  at  being  coupled  with  him. 
Yon  take  from  the  citizen  his  common  right,  and 
make  the  record  of  a  court  martial  the  evidence 
upon  which  he  shall  be  punished — and  this  to  ad- 
vanee  the  purposes  of  juetice ;  when,  at  the  same 
time,  the  court  by  whom  the  accused  istobetrted 
is  constituted  npon  principles  the  most  abhorrent 
to  justice,  and,  from  the  rerjr  nature  of  tbioes, 
must  be  presumed  to  have  a  bitw  for  or  against  tnt 
culprit.  Have  gentlemen  taken  into  consideration 
one  great,  plain  distinction  between  courts  martial 
and  courts  of  law,  (which  I  have  not  yet  heard 
mentioned — perhaps  it  may  have  been,  and  has 
escaped  me,)  when  they  are  about  to  compel  the 
equal  attendance  of  the  citizen  upon  both,  by  the 
same  penalties?  That  couru  of  law  are  regular 
— hela  at  stated  periods  and  places,  which  nave 
been  selected  by  law  for  public  convenience — the 
cresluren  of  an  enlightened  and  benevolent  poli- 
cy,'; thatt:our(s  martial  are  irregular,  that  thef 
may,  and  most  frequently  must,  be  held  in  places 
the  most  difficult  and  even  dangerous  of  access — 
the  most  destitute  of  accommodatioB,  aod  in  sea- 
sons the  most  inclement— the  mere  creatures  of 
military  pow»,  perhaps  of  military  caprice.  And 
will  gentlemen  contend  that  the  same  attendance 
is  due  to  the  one  as  the  other,  by  the  citizen,  in 
bis  private  capacity?  Indisputably  and  assuredlf 
not.  Besides,  as  has  been  well  dbserved.  in  giving 
his  attendance  as  a  witness  in  a  court  of  law^  eve- 
ry man  performs  a  dutj  which  is  reciprocal  in  ita 
nature — which  his  neighbor  is  equally  bound  to 
perform  for  him.   Not  so  here. 

Supposing  this  bill  to  pass,  I  can  hardly  con- 
ceive a  more  effectual  engine  of  oppression,  than 
it  might  becotne  in  the  liands  of  an  Executive 
disposed  to  use  it  as  snch.  It  is  true,  there  is  ■ 
proviso  that  a  witness  shall  not  be  compelled  to 
attend  at  a  greater  distance  than  one  hundred 
miles ;  but,  not  to  mention  that  a  supptementarr 
bill  may  amend  this  defect— nothing  more  easy- 
after  the  prinoii^e  shall  have  been  firmly  estab- 
lished—there is  not  a  hundred  miles  square  in  the 
Union  in  which  a  court  martial  might  not  be  sit- 
ting at  the  same  time.  The  centre  may  be  located 
at  will,  it  is  a  moveable  point,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  BxecutiTf,  and  ihereis«otone  man  or  woman 
in  the  country,  who  ma^  not  be  drawn  within  ita 
vortex.  If  this  bill  pass,  it  will  be  the  fir^t  attempt 
under  this  Constitution,  to  raise  the  military  pow- 
er to  a  CO  ordinate  authority  with  the  civil.  I 
wish  it  may  not  be  the  first  of  a  series  of  laws, 
tending,  insensibly,* "whenever  deemed  necessa- 
ry," to  extend  martial  law  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Indeed,  such  is  its  present  operation,  as  for 
as  it  gow.  The  citizen  is  punished  by  a  miliiarf 
court  aod  for  a  military  olleoce:  the  court  of  law, 
indeed,  pronounces  sentence ;  but,  in  so  doing,  it 
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u  the  mere  moatb-pieee  of  the  offended  court 
nirtitl.  The  court  cannot  even  grant  a  trial. 
Tbetward  of  the  military  commission  is  more 
UidiDg  upon  it  ^an  the  rerdict  of  a  jury.  Tbe 
coart  of  law  must  inflict  the  sentence  of  tbe  law, 
OB  ifae  victim  of  tbe  military  tribanal.  Had  a 
jury  found  him  guilty,  tbe  court  might  have 
mated  bim  a  new  trial.  You  may  begin  with 
this  bill,  and  go  on  until  tbe  inbabiiants  of  this 
conntry  are  placed  in  the  same  deplorable  condi- 
tion with  the  wretched  natives  of  Ireland — Trea- 
■oos,  insurrections,  con^iracies,  real  or  fictitious, 
and,  in  our  Southern  country,  materials  for  insur- 
rection, are,  unhappily,  always  at  band — may  be 
made  the  pretexts  of  further  encroachment,  until 
the  liberties  of  tbe  peoi^e  will  exist  only  in 
history. 

Among  the  curious  inducements  held  out  in 
ftvot  of  the  bill,  one  gentleman  has  gravely  said 
lhat,ia  proportion  as  a  ration  wms  free,.so  ought 
the  military  code  of  that  nation  to  be  serere,  and 
the  proceedings  under  it  summary ;  from  which 
he  draws  this  Tery  lo^cal  inference,  that  in  all 
eases  vhere  it  is  practicable,  you  should  extend  tu 
the  soldier  every  provisioa  for  his  security,  to 
which  the  citizen  is  entitled  in  criminal  courts  at 
Jaw. 

When  thin  bill  was  originally  introduced,  the 
first  idea  that  struck  me  was  the  reception  it 
would  have  met  with,  ten  years  ago,  from  a  certain 
description  of  politicians  in  the  nation.  At  that 
day,  "standing  armies,  great  navies,  implicit  con- 
fidenee  ia  tbe  Executive-*  were  the  leading  traits, 
the  watchwords  (I  might  say)  of  Federalism,  aoo 
it  was  a  subject  of  curious  speculaiioQ  by  what 
strange  metamorphosis  a  great  deal  of  what  then 
wu  deemed  good  Federalism,  baa  now,  by  grada- 
tion! almost  imperceptible,  become  very  good 
BewMtcaoism.  Are  the  same  principles  now  to 
be  Moogbt  into  operation  and  silently  acquiesced 
ip,  which,  ten  years  ago,  would  bare  set  tbe  con- 
Itncaiinan  uproar?  Are  we  to  go  beyond  for- 
■wr  Administrations  in  zeal,  to  . cherish  the  Mili- 
tary EstaUishments  at  the  expense  of  tbe  civill 
Unch  as  I  abhor  and  detest  the  alien  and  sedition 
law^  neither  of  them,  in  my  estimation,  surpasses 
the  bill  before  you,  as  instruments  of  oppression. 
Asctlenlated  for  a  particular  case,  it  is  highly 
ebjcetiooable — and  yet  more  so  as  beiiig  general 
in  lU  operation. 

1  have  don&  sir— I  have  endeavored  to  express 
inas  few  woros,  and  in  as  plain  a  way  as  I  could, 
ume  of  my  objections  to  this  bill;  but  if  it  should 
pass,  I  hope  you  will  do  away  this  military  mas- 
Huetade,  this  miserable  mockery  of  calling  in  the 
cWil  aothority,  when  the  civil  authority  has  no 
discretionary  power,  except  in  the  ease  of  what 
hu  been  aptly  called  tbe  "  military  snbpceaat^tice* 
ttom.f  and  even  there  its  power  is  inadequate — 
when  it  baa  no  discretion  in  withholding  the  puo- 
jshamt(bat  merely  over  its  quantum)  awarded 
l^a  court  martial  on  a  citizen,  for  refusing  to 
obey  what  is  called  a  civil  process,  but  what  is  as 
sofattaotially  a  military  process,  as  if  enforced  by 
a  file  of  grenadiers,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

Mr.  RowAH  rose  to  oppose  the  passage,  of  the 
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bill.  His  colleague  (Mr.  Jobnson)  seemed-  to 
think  that  this  bill  proposed  no  encroachment  on 
those  rights  to  which  the  people  had  been  long 
habituated.  He  set  out  by  telling  the  House  that 
he  was  opposed  to  giving  an  ascendency  to  the 
military  power.  I  did  hope  that  he  would  have 
gone  furtner,  and  said  be  was  opposed  to  making 
It  co*ordinate  with  the  civil.  The  gentlemen  who 
have  supported  the  bill  have  endeavored  to  sanc- 
tion its  provisions  by  arguments  drawn  from  simi- 
lar authority  given  to  our  civil  tribunals;  but  tbey 
did  not  seem  to  recollect  that  tbey  are  not  the 
same.  Tbe  military  caunot  be  equal  to  tbe  civil. 
Two  equal  powers  cannot  exist;  for  if  a  conflict 
occur  between  two  equal  powers,  and  neither 
yield,  a  paralysis  takes  plaoe.  But  this  bill  is  far. 
verv  far,  from  leaving  the  military  on  a  level 
with  tbe  civil  authority ;  it  has  far  transcended  it. 
In  the  very  first  section  I  will  show  that  a  decided, 
clear,  pre-eminent,  and  prominent  advantage  ia 
given  to  tbe  military  over  the  civil  authority.  - 

This  bill  provides  that  when  an  officer  u  ac- 
cused of  a  crime  touching  his  life,  depositions 
shall  not  be  read  in  evidence.  Indeed,  so  tender 
is  it  of  the  officer,  that  if  conviction  might  sub- 
ject the  officer  to  dismissal  or  cashiering,  deposi- 
tions shall  not  be  read;  and  if  witnesses  cannot 
be  produced  residing  within  one  hundred  miles  of 
the  place  where  tbe  court  martial  shall  be  held, 
their  evidence  shall  not  be  admitted.  What  is 
the  result  1  An  officer  shall  have  committed  the 
most  Arrant  crime;  if  you  can  prove  his  guUt 
by  witnesses  within  one  hundred  miles,  be  may 
be  convicted ;  if  not,  he  may  be  exempt.  He  shall 
commit  a  crime,  which  shall  subject  him,  on  con- 
viction, to  cashiermeot;  he  is  secure,  except  a 
witnesjs  can  be  found  within  one  hundred  miles; 
for,  out  of  this  circle,  even  depositions  cannot  be 
read — thus  putting  the  officer  infinitely  above  the 
citizen,  for  the  nation  forma  the  limit  to  civil 
jurisdiction.  In  case  of  an  ofience  committed  by 
an  officer,  if  you  can  find  a  witness  within  one 
hundred  miles,  his  head  may  pay  the  forfeit;  if 
not,  he  is  totally  exempt  from  punishment. 

Contrast  this  with  the  provision  for  the  meri- 
torious class  of  militiamen.  Let  us  examine  the 
ease.  You  may  take  depositions  in  cases  of  theae 
men,  and  convict  them  on  depositions  taken  any- 
where on  tbe  cootioent;  thus  a  species  of  testi- 
mony which  shall  not  in  the  least  affect  an  officer, 
may  take  away  the  life  of  a  militiaman.  Every 
citizen,  when  called  into  service  in  the  militia, 
may  have  bis  life  taken  upon  that  species  of  testi- 
mony, wbioh  shall  not  suojeei  an  officer  to  caah- 
ierraent  or  dismissal. 

Take  another  side  of  tbe  pietnre.  By  this  UU 
it  is  die  privilege  of  the  officer  that  he  is  not  aub- 
jeet  to  examination  before  a  court  of  inquiry  even, 
without  the  benefit  of  oitia  voce  lestimoDy,  if  to 
be  bad  within  one  hundred  miles,  while  the  mili- 
tiaman has  the  poor  privilege  of  having  testimony, 
if  it  is  to  be  bad  within  twenty-five  miles.  Oue 
hundred  miles  are  marked  for  the  officer,  and 
twenty-five  for  that  description  of  men,  who,  we 
are  told,  are  to  be  so  much  favored  by  this  UU. 

With  what  ey«a  do  gentlemen  view  this  bill? 
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How  can  theyeipeet  to  look  their  fellovr-eitiznis 
in  the  face  whom  they  have  subjected  in  this 
way?  We  may  lell  our  constituents,  that  if  a 
charge  he  made  against  a  citizen,  when  in  actual 
aervtce,  we  have  iiraased  a  law  which  witl  enable 
Tou  to  go  out  ot  the  lines  to  procure  efidence — 
how  far?  If  you  can  find  a  witness  within  twen- 
ty-five miles,  yon  may  compel  him  to  attend ; 
beyond  that  distance,  if  you  can  get  out  of  camp, 
(and  a  militiaman's  iaflueace  la  an  army  to  be 
aure  ia  vast  I)  you  may  in  time  of  war  go  oat  and 
collect  depositions}  in  the  meaDwhile  your  life 
may  be  taken  from  you  by  depositions  made  where 
TOU  had  liot  an  opportunity  to  oross-examiue. 
The  bill,  indeed,  provides  that  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  faking  depoaiiiona  shall  be  given  by 
the  party  taking  them  to  the  adverse  party.  Can 
aDTthiDg  be  more  farcical  than  to  soppose  that  a 
militiaman  would  be  snflbred  to  go  out  of  the 
tanks  in  time  of  war,  and  cross-examine  witnesMs 
when  deposition*!  are  to  be  taken  t  Are  these  the 
privileges  you  allow  to  the  "mililia"?  The  thing 
IS  impracticable,  sir;  it  can  exist  but  in  theory. 
It  may  be  talked  about,  but  never  can  be  prac- 
tised. If  you  will  pass  this  bill,  eo  upon  practi- 
cable principles;  state  the  grounds  OD  which  it 
may  be  practised  and  understood,  and- give  it  a 
shape  in  which  it  may  effectuate  nie  purpose  fur 
which  it  is  intended. 

A  little  preference  by  this  bill  given  to  the  roili- 
larr  over  the  civil  authority  did  not  strike  my 
colleague  in  the  parallel  which  he  drew.  In  the 
civil  courts,  there  are  such  things  as  pleadings, 
and  the  cause  of  action  ia  in  a  visible  shape.  Not 
80  in  military  courts.  In  civil  casesi  if  a  man 
summon  more  than  three  witnesses  in  some  States, 
and,  in  others,  more  than  a  reasonable  number,  it 
subjects  him  to  costs  for  harassing  his  enemy. 
There  is  no  such  restriction  in  this  bill;  a  mili- 
tary officer  goes  to  the  civil  court  and  sumraous 
witnesses  in  every  direction  witbin  ibe  limits  of 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  centre,  without  re- 
striction to  number.  This  gives  the  military  an 
advantage,  instead  of  bringing  them  ap  to  the 
level. 

But  sometbinr  more  as  to  this  equality,  and 
bare  equality — ^r  certainly  it  cannot  be  a  pre- 
eminence of  the  military  that  is  contended  for. 
When,  in  civil  cases,  a  depositioo'is  to  be  taken, 
the  judge  is  not  nib^t  to  the  trooble  of  lakinr 
them,  but  a  eomroissioa  is  issued,  while  this  bill, 
as  if  dedrona  to  subject  all  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, eommuda  alt  eotirt*  and  judges,  of  whatever 
description,  to  attend  upon  the  requisition  of  this 
military  oian<  Where  is  the  man  in  civil  life 
i^ho  can  command  such  honorable  servants? 
Where  is  the  roan  who  can  reckoh  so  honorable 
a  suite?  They  are  all  subject  to  be  called  upon 
by  a  military  maa — to  save  bis  lifh?  No.  To 
save  him  from  eashierment?  No.  They  are  all 
to  be  called  upon  to  take  depositions  without  lim- 
itation to  number,  to  save  bim  from  a  reprimand! 
All  the  judges  of  Statesj  inferior  and  superior; 
all  are  to  be  put  in  requisition  to  save  this  person 
from  a  reprimand.  Where  Is  the  maa  in  civil 
life  who  enjoys  these  pnvilegea?  Does  the  raili- 
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tiaman  enjoy  (hem?  He  does  not,  sir,  whether 
in  actual  service  or  as  n  citizen;  they  aUaeh  to 
the  oi&cer  only. 

There  is  another  provision  in  the  bill  which  it 
extremely  objectionable,  both  as  to  its  manner  of 
construction  and  its  effectuation ;  I  allude  to  the 
power  given  to  compel  tbe  production  of  papers. 
"  The  said  witness,  in  such  summons,  may  1>e  fur- 
'  ther  directed  and  required  to  exhibit  in  evidence 
'  before  such  court  martial  or  court  of  ioqairy.aay 
'  public  paper,  document,  or  record  in  his  posses- 
'  sion,  power,  or  control."  What  is  meant  1^ 
"public  paper?"  If  it  is  meant  to  signify  a  pan 
of  a  record,  a  copy  is  sufficient;  if  private  papeis. 
they  cannot  be  snrrradered.  If  it  be  a  rceen 
witnin  his  eonnrol,  shall  a  person,  because  he  is 
summoned  as  a  witness,  be  compelled  to  go  aad 
get  it  ?  The  records  of  the  Union  are  at  ray  eoo- 
trol  to  copy.  1  cannot  take  tbe^origioals,  for  they 
are  testimonials  in  perpetuam  Tti  memorioMi 
good  policy  will  not  permit  them  to  be  removed. 
Here,  then,  is  an  advantage  given  to  the  military. 
A  copy  will  do  for  tbe  citizen,  while  the  miliurf 
man  by  this  law  is  authorized  to  take  tbe  origi- 
nal. We  all  revolt  instinctively  at  the  ides  of 
making  a  man  produce  his  private  papers.  Wbst 
public  papers  are  in  the  hands  of  the  cuizea?  If 
a  paper  be  in  tbe  possession  of  an  individual,  it  is 
his  paper;  and  it  is  a  violation  of  the  ConitilB- 
tioD,  and  of  the  first  principles  of  rigbt,  to  force 
him  to  surrender  it. 

But  that  the  pill  may  not  taste  bitter,  It  is  su^- 
ed,  glossed  over,  by  a  provision  ostensibly  goin^ 
to  show  that  we  have  a  very  high  regard  for  pri- 
vate papers  and  rights.  I  feel,  aa  well  as  alt  gen- 
tlemen roust,  that  we  tread  an  sacred  gtoaod ; 
but  I  contend  that  gentlemen  are  deceivM  ia  be- 
lieviag  that  these  checks  operate  as  a  result, 
wbile,  in  fact,  they  serve  only  to  obscure  the  daa- 
ger.  "Which  satd  papers,  document,  or  record, 
shall  be  specified  in  snch  affidavit  and  certificate. 
How  specified?  In  hoc  verba.  "And  described 
in  such  summons."  I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  know 
how  it  is  to  be  described  :  "and  in  the  opiaiooof 
'  the  judge  shall  contain  evidence  pertinent  to  the 
'  issue,  or  subject-matter  which  may  be  on  trial 
^  before  such  court,  and  which  said  witness  mighi 
'  be  compelled  to  produce,  by  the  ordinary  rm* 
'  of  proceeding  in  a  court  of  civil  jurisdiction- 
This  clause,  I  confess,  I  am-  not  able  toconstrw 
The  judge  to  whom  application  is  made  in  (he 
first  i^aee}  is  to  examine  wfaMher  the  paper  be 
pertinent  to  the  issue.  To  do  this,  the  subject 
must  be  before  him.  But  it  is  not;  it  is  before> 
military  tribunal.  He  mast  first  judge  of  u« 
matter,  then,  to  enable  that  court  to  have  tbe 
means  of  jodgiog  il.  There  ought  (o  have  beeo 
a  provision  for  a  transcript  of  papers  on  the  snb- 
iect,  that  he  might  have  the  subject  before  bini; 
but  there  is  no  such  thing;  he  is  to  determinc 
whether  a  paper  is  pertinent  to  the  sul>jeci-in»"" 
without  having  the  subject  before  him,  ana 
to  determine  whether  the  paper  called  for  coaW 
be  legally  required  in  a  civil  tribunal,  by  whKS 

Jublic  papers  cannot  be  called  for.  I  have 
nowB  a  wittma,  in  a  civil  aetion,  eonftrataed  to 
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ptodoee  a  paper,  except  it  had  been  placed  in  his 
nfe-krepiog,  and  he  would  ool  surrender  it  tilt 
required  by  tbe  civil  aatbority.  I  know  of  oo 
livaiittioriziDg  a  party  to  a  suit  (o  call  apoo  a 
wiinessfor  prirate  papers,  and  he  is  Dot  presamed 
to  bive  public  pa^rs  iu  bi^i  possessioD.  This 
prorisioD,  theo,  is  either  Io^eiei»t,  or  it  proposes 
tTiolatioa  of  private  right.  It  does  not  require 
irea  that,  ufon  iospectioD  of  tbe  paper,  tbe  judge 
luf  determioe  woetber  it  be  |>ertinent  to  tbe 
ifsw.  I  caunot  suppose  it  to  be.  lo  eoDtemplaiioo 
that  prirate  papers  shall  be  thus  produced,  and 
fet  this  1  am  assured  wilt  be  the  effect  of  tbe  pro- 
Tiaioo.  How  is  a  military  coart  to  determine 
whether  a  paper  ought  to  be  produced  in  eri- 
dencel  Yon.  go  upon  the  supposition  that  offi- 
cers composing  a  military  court  are  acquainted 
with  civil  process.  The  paper,  when  produced, 
mast  be  read,  or  this  roiliury  court  must  decide 
opoD  favs  not  military,  bot  upon  tbe  laws  which 
legaUte  tbe  actions  of  manbind,  and  upon  the 
practice  of  the  country.  To  this,  mitilary  men 
cannot  be  competent;  they  are  not  presumed  tu 
be  10.  This  provision  may  work  mischief;  pri- 
nte  papers  are  secured  from  exposure  by  tbe  Con- 
Btiiaiioui  they  are  not  exempted  by  this  bill. 
This  section,  I  fear,  might  be  made  use  of  to  Tio- 
late  the  sacredness  of  private  transactions  and 
private  eonfidcnee.  to  expose  to  public  ^ze  papers 
totally  improper  for  it,  and  coDstiiutiOQally  ex- 
empt It  might  tend  to  render  our  Qovernment 
perhaps  less  stable  and  permanent  than  it  might 
otherwise  eoatinue. 

The  next  provision  is  objectionable  and  radi- 
cally defective:  And  for  every  default  in  not  duly 
\  lerriDg  and  returning  any  summons  as  afuresaid, 
'  the  marshal,  or  officer  acting  as  such,  shall  be. 

*  liable  to  the  same  penalties^  and  to  be  proceeded 

*  agtiast  in  like  manner,  as  if  be  bad  made  such 
'  deraoU  in  not  serving  or  returning  any  summons 
'or citation  in  causes  depending  in  the  district 
'  court  of  tbe  United  States,  holden  in  tbe  district 
'  or  territory  whereof  be  may  be  marshal,  or  act- 
'  iag  as  sueb.*' 

1  ask  bow  pnoishmeDt  on  this  officer  is  to  be 
iD0ieted  ?  The  civil  courts  punish  their  offieen 
for  offences,  of  which  the  record  is  their  own  pcr- 
soaal  knowledge ;  but  if  the  officer  has  neglected 
bis  duty  out  of  doers,  a  jarr  must  intervene  to 
ascctiain  the  fact,  and  tbe  officer  is  punishable  by 
rait  at  tbe  instance  of  the  party  mjured.  T'be 
mirshal,  then,  cannot  be  punished  ia  tbe  way  con- 
templated by  tbe  bill.  The  summons  is  not  re- 
tnmable  to  tbe  civil  court,  but  to  the  military 
eoQtt.  Whether  it  be  executed  or  not,  the  civil 
tODTt  can  never  see.  The  officer  Is  not  bound  to 
auke  return ;  if  be  fail  to  execute  a  summons,  it 
*iU  Dot  appear  on  the  face  of  it  because  he  does 
Boteadorae  iL  How,  then,  can  he  be  punished? 
lo  Bowiie  by  suiL 

I  am  thiu  stating  objections  to  the  details  to 
now,  that  if  it  passes  it  will  be  ineffectual,  and 
incompetent  even  to  its  intended  purpose,  which 
I  Qoeqnivocally  disapprove. 

''If  any  person,  duly  summoned  as  a  witness 
u  parsnanee  of  this  act,  shall  foil  to  appear  aad 
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'  give  evideuce  before  such  court  martial  or  court 
'  of  inquiry,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  sum- 
'  moDs,  or  shall,  in  any  respect,  wilfully  disobey 
'  any  summons  duly  issued  and  served,  in  purso- 

*  ance  of  this  act,  or  having  appeared,  in  ol>ed!- 
'  ence  to  any  soramons,  shall  depart  without  leave 

*  of  tbe  court  before  his  examination  shall  have 
'  been  definitively  taken  down  in  writing,  sub- 
'  scribed  and  concluded,  every  such  person  shall 
'  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  and  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  iu  like  manner  before  any  coart 

\  of  the  United  States  holden  for  the  district  or 

*  territory  where  be  resided,  or  may  have  been 
'  found  at  the  time  of  being  summoned,  as  is  pro* 
'  vided  by  law  in  cases  of  default  by  any  witness 

*  summoned  in  civil  causes,"  dbc.  How  long  mar 
tbe  court  sit?  How  long  is  be  to  be  detained? 
The  court  may  sit  for  months ;  and  when  the  wit- 
n'ess  is  once  before  them,  he  is  at  their  discretion. 
Our  civil  courts  have  defined  sessions;  the  attend- 
ance of  the  witness  is  defined,  and  his  rights  are 
not  violated.  This  bill  is  to  carry  bim  before  a 
strange  tribunal;  strips  him  of  his  rights,  except 
at  their  caprice.  He  is  not  to  go  away,  unless 
regnlarly  lUsmisBed,  and  how  long  they  are  to  sit  ' 
is  left  to  their  discretion.  If  a  witness  ia  gniltv 

of  contempt,  he  may  be  fined  and  imprisoned. 
When  they  have  a  man  before  them,  they  will 
keep  bim  till  they  get  his  testimony;  whether 
ihejr  imprison  him  or  not  till  he  has  given  his 
testimony,  or,  if  guilty  of  contempt,  whether  they 
will  imprison  him  till  he  atone  for  it,  will  depend 
upon  them.  It  is  putting  the  civil  to  tbe  power 
of  the  military  in  a  way  at  which  ray  feelings 
revolt. 

Here  is  a  hardship  then.  An  amendment  was 
offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
negatived,  that  tbe  witness  should  be  tendered 
bis  wages.  I  lay  it  down  as  a  rule  of  law  that 
you  cannot  compel  a  witness  to  attend  except  hu 
pay  be  tendered  bim;  and  whenever  it  has  been 
attempted  to  punish  a  witness  for  contempt,  it 
has  been  always  asked  was  his  pay  tendered  to 
him?  If  notj  he. has  not  been  punished.  Here 
theo  is  a  decided'  preference  to  the  military  over 
the  eiril  authority ;  as  no  provision  is  made  that 
his  expenses  shall  be  tendered. 

The  most  exceptionable  part  of  all,  is  that  men- 
tioned by  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Rahoolph.)  "And  the  certificate  on  oath  of  the 
'  President  of  any  such  court  martial,  or  advocate 
'  or  person  officiating  as  such,  slating  in  what  re- 
'  spect  such  summons  may  have  been  neglected 

*  or  disobeyed,  which  certificate  shall  have  been 
'  entered  and  recorded  in  tbe  proceedings  of  such 

*  court  martial  at  the  time  of' such  neglect  or  dis- 
'  obedience,  shall  be  admitted  as  evidence  of  such 
'  default  in  such  witness  as  aforesaid."  In  tbe 
first  place  you  lay  all  the  ctvil  authorities  under 
contribution  to  this  military  man;  all  our  courts 
and  judges  shall  dance  attendance  upon  him. 
No  depositions  can  then  be  taken  within  one 
hundred  miles;  the  witness  must  persooallj  at- 
tend, and  the  oath  of  this  honorable  judge  or  this 
very  honorable  court  is  competent  to  subject  him 
to  panishmeot  for  default.    Is  not  this  a  moa- 
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strous  disparity  ?  Coatrast  the  ciTil  and  military 
for  a  momeDt.  Id  a  ciril  court  you  caoDOt  make 
the  court  take  depobitioDs  i  the  utmost  yoa  cao 
do  is  to  have  cotumissioDers  appointed  to  lake 
them.  Not  so  by  Ibis  law  in  relation  to  the  mil- 
itary. We  there  require  testimony  before  con- 
Ticlion  of  a  citizen ;  there,  in  criminal  prose- 
cutions,  there  is  a  Constitutional  guarantee  that 
the  accused  shall  be  confronted  with  his  accusers 
and  bare  the  benefit  of  cross-examination.  Here 
yon  prostrate  that,  and  say  that  the  certificate  of 
a  military  officer  shall  be  proof  competent  to  the 
cooTiciioo  of  one  of  these  militiamen  who  we 
are  told  are  intended  to  be  farored  by  this  bill. 
Does  not  tfae  Conslitation  sav,  that  in  all  crimi- 
nal prosecations  the  accused  snail  hare  testimoay 
in  b»  favor?  And  can  any  man  or  can  the  na- 
tion be  persuaded  that  the  certificate  of  a  court 
martial  shall  be  a  sufficient  substitute  for  the  Con- 
stitutional provision?  I  canaot  help  repeating 
that  It  seems  to  me  monstrous.  There  is  some- 
ihtng  worse  than  this;  ihe  naked  certificate  of 
this  court  may  subject  you  to  prosecution,  the 
oalh  of  one  of  the?e  military  men  may  subject 
%  you  to  the  process  of  a  civil  court  and  to  great 
expense  and  loss  of  time — and,  you  are  also  made 
to  pay  the  costs.  True,  the  militiaman  may  be 
abundaatly  consoled  by  ihe  reflection  that  he  is  re- 
duced to  this  trouble  and  expense  by  tbe  certifi- 
cate of  a  court  martial,  or  by  the  oalh  of  a  mili- 
tary officer! 

"Pnmdedneveiiheiett,  That  in  case  such  witness 
AmU  satisfr  the  cmut  befine  whcan  sach  jnoceeding 
against  such  witness  shall  be  had  as  aforesaid,  that  the 
de&nlt  impat«d  to  him  wss  prodaced  by  sickness  or 
other  inentabl«  impediineat,  and  was  not  an  act  of 
contempt  or  wilful  disobedience,  such  witness  shall  be 
forthwith  discharged  from  any  larther  proceedings 
tfiereapon  in  said  court." 

A  vast  privilege,  considering  by  whom  he  is 
•ummoned  and  on  what  authority ! 

I  shall  make  no  comment  on  the  next  part,  bat 
beg  leave  to  read  it,  for  its  very  sound  will  have 
influence  against  it :  "  That  depositions  taken 
'  before  a  judge  of  any  court  of  the  United  States, 
<  or  before  a  judge  of  any  circuit  or  district  court, 

■  court  of  chancery,  common  pleas,  errors  or  ap- 
'  peals,  or  any  superior  or  supreme  court  of  a  State 
'  or  Territory" — Nothing  short  of  supreme  and 
superior,  and  mperior  and  supreme  again,  must 
minister  to  their  ease — where  the  deponent  or 
'  deponents  shall  reside,  or  may  happen  to  be,  or 
'  before  any  three  or  more  of  five  commissioners, 
'  to  be  appointed  and  commissioned  by  a  judge  of 

■  any  court  of  the  United  States,  or  Territories 
'  thereof,  may  be  cead  in  evidence  before  any  such 
*  court  martial  or  court  of  inquiry,  in  relation  to 
'  any  charge."  One  would  thmk  after  alt  this  that 
some  desperate  punishment  must  be  awarded  to 
the  accused,  if  convicted.  Not  at  all.  After  all 
these  have  ministered  to  their  cooveoience,  depo- 
sitions may  be  read — "where  the  punishment,  upon 
'  a  definitive  sentence  of  conviction,  may  not  ez- 
'  tend  to  life,  nor  to  the  cashiering  or  dismission  of 
'  a  commissioned  officer." 

To  the  latter  end  of  the  same  section  also,  I 
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will  state  an  objection.  Papers,  docoments,  and 
records,  are  not  only  to  be  produced  by  the  wit- 
nesss  personally  before  a  courl  martial;  but  he  is 
constrained  by  a  subsequent  provision  to  prodnce 
these  papers  before  five  commissioners;  to  do 
what  with  them  ?  They  are  are  compelled  to 
surrender  these  papers  to  tbe  commissioners,  and 
no  provision  is  made  as  to  what  shall  then  be 
done  with  them.  While  tbe  witness  is  before 
the  court  martial,  his  papers  are  with  him,  but 
here  they  are  taken  from  him,  and  what  is  to  be 
done  with  them  depends  upon  the  pleasure  of  the 
commissioners  before  whom  they  are  produced, 
nnless  perhaps  otherwise  directed  by  the  military 
court, 

Af^er  all  this,  depositions  are  not  to  be  read  un- 
less "reasonable  notice"  be  given  by  the  parties. 
Who  is  to  judge  what  is  reasonable  7  Every  gen- 
tleman of  the  bar  knows  that  in  civil  courts  every 
question  of  reason  is  decided  on  settled  principles 
of  taw,as  incontrovertible  a&  the  statute  law ;  no 
discretion  is  exercised,  and  so  happy  is  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country  that  the  civil  authorities  are 
not  trusted  with  the  play  of  discretion  upon  us. 
Reason  is  fixed  on  sound  maxims  of  law.  What 
is  reason  to  a  military  man,  who  knows  nothing 
but  despatch,  and  whose  habits  are  hostile  to  it  ? 
And  yet  he  is  to  judge  what  is  reasonable  notice ! 
Although  the  militiaman,  about  whom  we  are  so 
solicitous,  may  take  depositions  from  persons  in 
civil  life,  it  is  made  to  bang  upon  the  discretion 
of  a  court  martial  whether  he  shall  be  allowed 
five,  ten,  or  twenty  days  to  do  it  Thus  they  may 
prevent  depositions  from  being  read  if  they  are 
uo  disposed.  I  am  averse  to  placing  discretion 
anywhere,  but  particularly  so  as  to  giving  discre- 
tion to  a  court  martial  in  relation  to  a  man  Coa- 
stitutionally  exempt  from  military  service. 

Every  person  attending  as  a  witness  in  obe- 
'  dience  to  anv  summons  issued  under  this  act. 
'  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  compensation,  and 
'  be  privileged  from  arrest,  in  like  manner  as 
'witnesses  duly  summoned  oefore  a  circuit  court 
*  of  the  United  States."  Who  is  to  pay  them,  I 
ask  ?  How  is  it  lo  be  recovered  ?  Tou  tell  them 
they  shall  be  entitled  to  compensation — from 
whom?  How  are  they  to  get  tt?  After  they 
have  been  there  and  rendered  their  service,  they 
are  to  be  told  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  same 
compensation  as  in  civil  cases}  bnt  no  way  pro- 
vided for  them  to  get  it. 

I  have  now  gone  through  my  objections  to  the 
detail.  When  the  bill  was  first  introdaeed,  I  op- 
posed the  principle.  I  did  confess  then,  and  I  ao 
now,  that  I  am  very  little  acquainted  with  the 
things  belonging  to  tbe  military  department ;  hot 
the  impression  was  early  made  on  me  that  mili- 
tary institutions  should  oe  watched  with  tbe  ut- 
most jealousy  ;  that  they  exist,  but  as  an  evil,  ia 
a  febrile  state  of  society  ;  that  they  should  be  tol- 
erated in  certain  situations,  but  not  permitted  to 
draw  after  them  evils  which  might  be  prevented. 
If  it  were  necessary  to  pass  a  biU  of  this  kind  at 
alt,  I  was  unwilling  that  it  should  be  so  constructed 

I as  to  familiarize  or  blend  tbe  civil  and  military 
institutions.   I  wish  it  to  be  more  explicit;  i^ot 
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to  take  wo  wide  i  groaod  as  this.  If  all  the  eivil 
avthoriiies  be  liable  to  be  called  upoa  to  act  by  a 
military  coart,  the  military  becomes  less  odious, 
•od  thos  we  may  slip  out  of  ciril  liberty  to  pf»- 
■i re  obedience. 

A  case  may  not  ocear  in  a  century,  io  which 
Cbe  provision  ititended  by  this  bill  would  be  ne- 
cessary. It  is  known  that  till  a  little  before  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth,  the  law  did  not  permit  a  wit- 
ness in  a  civil  case,  and  here  they  cannot  be  snm- 
Booed  out  of  a  State/ and  yet  no  roan^  snffers  for 
want  of  testimony,  it  is  rendered  cheerfully ;  and 
when  any  of  our  militiamen  shall  be  thus  jeop- 
ardized, their  fellow  milittamea  will  step  forward 
in  the  same  way  as  a  witness  comes  forward  in 
civil  case:^  without  process. 

In  England,  in  the  dawn  of  jarisprndenee,  jurors 
were  witnesses ;  being  drawn  from  the  vicinage,  in 
which  the  offence  was  committed,  it  wis  thought 
that  their  knowledge  of  the  fact  was  sufficient; 
their  te&timony  determined  the  fate  of  the  man. 
Now,  if  that  mode  has  been  considered  competent 
ia  civil  life,  do  yon  suppose  that  to  military  life 
a  man  can  do  a  thing  for  which  he  Is  subject  to 
conTictioa  by  military  law,  without  sufficient  tes- 
timony in  the  ranks,  and  which  may  be  coerced 
by  a  file  of  men  ?  A  case  has  never  yet  happened, 
though  we  have  passed  through  one  war,  in  which 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  were  necessary.  It  is  ac- 
knowledged on  all  hands  that  a  cause  now  within 
our  knowledge  is  the  object  of  this  bill.  I  for  one 
am  inclined  to  think  that  a  case  will  Dot  occur  in 
fotnre,  and  I  will  not  hesitate  to  say,  and  indeed 
the  House  have  said  it,  that  the  present  case  is 
not  cogDizable  by  the  articles  pf  war.  Recollect 
the  ameBdment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maasschasetts  (Mr.  Literuore.)  The  reieetion 
of  diftt  amendment  was  a  tacit  acknowledgment 
tlkat  the  case  so  of^en  alluded  to  was  not  consid- 
ered strictly  cognizable  by  the  articles  of  war.  Of 
This  I  bare  myself  no  doubt,  and  I  take  that  vote 
as  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
aobject. 

I  aball  now  content  myself  with- voting  against 
the  bill,  and  With  expressing  a  strong  wish  and  a 
great  hope  that  the  good  sense  of  this  Hoase  will 
rcfase  their  assent  to  its  passage. 

Mr.  Love  commenced  by  observing,  that  if  one 
bondreth  part  of  the  objections  ureed  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  were  correctly  founded,  he 
tboD^t  it  would  afford  sufficient  reason  for  Its 
aBaoimoos  rejection  in  the  House  j  but  certainly 
geDtlemen  had  calculated,  in  making  them,  on  an 
exceeding  defect  both  of  legal  understanding  on 
tbe  floor  of  Congress,  and  of  general  information 
amonff  tlie  people  of  .this  coantry,  if  they  hoped 
that  their  arguments  could  have  the  effect  desired. 
Objections  to  the  passage  of  the  hill  had  been 
]Siade,aswell  to  the  general  principle  it  introdaced 
iota  DOT  code,  as  to  its  detail.  Tbe  general  prin- 
ciple he  conceived  was  a  plain  and  obvious  one, 
wnicb  could  admit  of  no  doubt ;  indeed  it  might 
be  said  to  exist  already  in  the  laws  which  had  e»- 
taUisbed  and  revised  the  military  court  system  ; 
for  if  the  laws  which  authorized  the  different  spe- 
«M  of  court  marttab  were  correct  in  principle,  it 
10th  Coir.  1st  Ssas^Bl 
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imust  follow  that  provisions  which  were  calculated 
to  give  the  best  effect  to  those  laws,  must  also  be 
correct.  If  there  be  an  evil  which  is  calculated 
to  excite  our  fears,  said  Mr.  L.,  we  must  trace  it$ 
source  to  the  former  acts  of  Congress  :  but  he  ap- 
prehended that  the  institution  of  those  courts, 
although  tiow  a  peculiar  object  of  jeatonsy,  bad 
been  recognised  as  necessary  in  our  Government, 
from  its  commenbement.  The  bill  before  us  has 
been  objected  to  because  it  is  said  to  be  similar  to 
the  laws  of  England  on  the  same  subject.  It  is 
perhaps  going  too  far  to  say,  that  the  circumstaoee 
of  its  being  derived  from  the  British  system  affords 
of  course  an  objection  to  it;  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  from  that  nation  we  have  borrowed 
many  of  onr  regulations  in  jurisprudence.  The 
introduction  of  courts  of  inquiry,  and  courts  mar* 
lial,  perhaps  may  have  followed  the  martial  sys- 
tem of  jurisprudence,  as  civil  courts  did  the  oivil 
system  introduced  from  England ;  if  tbat  be  the 
ease  the  experience  of  that  country  as  to  the  mere 
practice,  may  afford  useful  information  and  eao- 
not  be  objected  to :  and  although  there  is  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  House,  said  Mr.  L.,  more  averse  to 
the  introduction  of  the  principles  of  Governm«it 
incident  to  the  British  constitution  into  this  conn- 
try,  than  myself,  yet  so  far. as  respects  the  present 
subject,  they  having  been  before  introduced,  he 
should  have  no  objection  to  acting  on  them  in  tbe 
same  way,  unless  indeed  gentlemen  who  opposed 
the  bill  would  point  out  some  other  mode  better 
calculated  to  attain  justice.  Whether  the  bill 
under  diacOssioo  therefore  be  a  copy  of  the  mu- 
tiny act  of  England,  as  has  been  suggested,  or  not, 
appeared  to  him  to  be  entirely  animportant,  as  it 
respected  the  principle. 

It  has  been  argued,  and  great  alanns  have  been 
attempted  to  b{  excited  uom  an  assertion,  tbat 
this  bill  if  passed  intoa  law  would  have  the  eShet 
of  erecting  tbe  military  over  the  civil  authority. 
A  favorite  topic,  certainly,  said  Mr.  L.,  for  the  ears 
of  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  so  uninformed; 
but  where  are  the  proofs  of  these  assertions  7  Let 
gentlemen  who  use  this  clamor,  point  to  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  is  calculated  to  produce  this 
effect.  On  the  other  hand,  when  we  view  the  de- 
tails of  every  section,  we  find-but  the  repetition  of 
the  Constitutional  maxim,  that  the  civil  shall  con- 
trol the  conduct  of  the  military.  Cnn  gentleman 
rationally  believe,  that  tbe  public  mind  can  be 
affected  m  the  manner  they  seem  to  desire,  by  as- 
sertions so  palpably  erroneous  to  the  uoderstand- 
ingof  every  man  who  is  able  to  read  the  different 
sections  of  the  law  t  Can  such  arguments  be  re- 
lied on,  to  produce  any  effect  here?  Where  is 
the  coercion  to  which  the  civil  authority  is  sub- 
jected from  the  mtlitar}^?  No  one  has  been  able 
to  point  it  out.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  no  discre- 
tion in  vested  is  tbe  ciril  court,  in  issuing  the 
summons,  bnt  it  is  to  be  done  when  required  by 
the  judge  advocate  of  the  party.  True,  sir,  but 
what  is  a  summons?  is  it  a  compulsory  process? 
No,  it  is  no  more  than  a  bare  request,  which  in- 
deed the  military  courts  now  exercise  the  right 
of,  and  when  we  inspect  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
we  find  that  the  fufthejr  process,  or  a  fine  for  dis- 
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obedience,  is  entirely  discreupnary  with  the  court 
of  ciTiI  jurisdiction.  Suppose,  sir,  the  court  were 
to  order  tbis  summons  not  lo  issue.  Is  there  aay- 
tbingin  the  bill  which  enables  the  military  court 
to  coerce  the  civil?  I  presoroe  not;  that  indeed 
would  be  a  degradation  of  the  civil  authority, 
against  which  I  would  declaim  too  as  loud  as  any 
oa«  here.  This  assertion  of  itentlemeD  has  been 
made  and  repeated  ;  it  is  calculated  ihey  suppose 
to  rouse  the  hooest  prejudices  of  the  frieods  of 
eint  liberty ;  but  before  the  eham  can  be  accred- 
ited, the  temper  and  wisdom  of  this  House,  as  well 
as  the  nation  it  here  represents,  will  at  least  re- 
quire  the  semblance  of  argument  in  support  of  it. 

Many  indeed  have  beeo  the  objections  said  Ur. 
L.,  to  the  details  of  this  bill,  some  of  them  do  less, 
extraordinary  in  themselves  than  in  the  manner 
of  expressing  them-  A  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Randolph)  has  depicted  to  us  the  horrors, 
which  ouy  be  conceived,  from  coqipelliog  female 
delicaer  to  aa  attendance  on  a  court  martial, 
where  be  presumes  neither  Tirtue  or  decency  can 
be  respected,  and  wbere  female  modesty  must 
encounter  the  rudest  shoeksi  what  farther  might 
have  suggested  itself,  oatbis  subject,  to  the  Imagi- 
nation of  the  geotlemaa,  it  is  uanecessary  for  me 
to  eonjective.  To  a  female  of  delicacy  the  intro- 
duction as  a  witness  eren  into  a  civil  court,  can- 
not be  attended  with  Tery  pleasurable  sensations 
to  herself;  in  the  crowded  room  of  a  court,  con- 
•istiog  generally  of  a  mixed  collection,  she  would 
find  herself  surrounded  by  a  multitude,  not  very 
congenial  to  her  habits;  but  neither  there  or  in  a 
military  court,  can  we  presume  she  would  be  uo- 

Srotecied;  the  human  character  ought  not  to  be 
ishonored,  by  such  a  supposition;  there  is  nothing 
in  the  history  of  military  courts  which  warrant 
the  charge  of  so  much  depravity ;  if  indeed  such 
might  be  coutemptated  to  be  the  character  of  those 
courts,  it  certainly  reflects  no  hopor  on  those  who 
by  a  law  only  of  the  last  Congress  hare  revised 
and  re-enacted  the  military  court  system.  1  can- 
not consent  to  waste  the  time  of  this  body  by  a 
reply  to  objections  like  this. 

An  dlosion  has  been  frequently  made  to  the 
etretuoatances  which  have  given  rise  to  the  mea- 
Bure  now  contemidated  lobe  adopted.  Whether 
the  total  inability  ^of  the  court  of  inquiry  which 
has  been  ordered,  and  saacitoDed  by  ths  voice  of 
this  House,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses 
who  are  pos8es8ed,as  has  ben  aaaerted,  of  evidence 
to  do  justice  to  the  public  in  a  proseotitioa  (which 
has  from  many  laudable  motives  excited  the  ut- 
most anxiety  in  the  community)  is  the  immediate 
cause  of  the  proposition  before  us  or  not,  is  cer- 
tainly not  important  in  the  decision  of  the  ques- 
tions iavolvediuit;  and  whether  those  ocearreoces, 
so  recent  in  our  minds,  have  disclosed  the  neces- 
sity of  sach  a  law  as  this  will  be,  or  not,  ia  to  roe 
perfectly  immaterial  The  history,  howefer,  of 
the  jurisprudence  of  this  and  erery  other  country, 
may  prove  in  a  thousand  instanoes,  that  cire«m- 
stAnoes  the  most  iririal  in  themselves  have  given 
rise  to  Iswa  of  the  utmtMt  importance  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  State,  or  the  safety  of  indiyiduals)  and 
which  at  snbeequent  periods  hare  had  the  most 


general  operation.  In  the  case  alluded  to  the  in- 
quiry has  been  instituted,  but  it  is  discovered  that 
it  must  be  inefficieDt,  and  fail  of  its  effect  in  sat- 
isfying public  jue'ice,  if  the  accused  is  guilty,  or 
of  protecting  his  character,  if  inDOcent,  ualesa  by 
the  aid  of  the  civil  authority  the  nece5sary  testi- 
mony can  be  brought  forward.  The  defect  haTing 
so  obviously  existed,  and  haviog  oocorred  in  the 
transactions  of  the  Kxocatire  Departnient  of  the 
Gorernment,  the  President  has  intimated  in  hia 
reply  to  our  message  on  the  subject,  the  difficalty 
which  presents  itsetf  to  the  discbarge  of  the  duties 
we  bad  thought  proper  to  enjoin  on  him.  And 
what  is  now  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgin- 
ia? Why,  sir,  the  members  of  this  House  who 
have  iulroduced  and  supported  this  bill,  by  which, 
alone  the  object  of  the  motion  for  the  inquiry  de- 
pending can  ever  be  rendered  effectual,  as  well  as 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  who  is  «aid  to 
have  hinted  at  the  measure,  are  charged  with  the 
dtshoDorable  motive  of  having  intended  it  aa  a 
cover  to  infamy,  and  to  gloss  over  guilt. 

But,  sir,  the  citizen  is  to  be  subjected,  it  ia  aaid, 
to  military  tyranny,  because  the  evidence  of  bis 
failure  to  attend  ib&  military  court,  to  which  he 
shall  be  summoned,  is  the  record  that  court, 
which  is  to  be  exhibited  to  the  ciril  tribunal  levy- 
ing the  penalty.  It  beems  difficult  to  suppose  bow 
the  terras  of  this  bill  could  have  beeo  so  much 
misapprehended;  the  witness  summoned  to  attend 
shall  be  liable  to  tbe  same  penalties,  to  be  inflicted 
In  the  same  manner,  as  if  he  had  been  summoned 
in  a  suit  depending  oeforea  civil  court;  and  what, 
let  me  ask  of  learoed  gentlemen,  is  the  manner  oi 
proceeding  iu  civil  cases?  Is  it,  indeed,  that  tbe 
evideoce  adduced  against  .the  defaulter,  is  in  its 
own  nature  conclusive  and  incontrovertible,  not 
to  be  rebutted,  as  has  been  said  ?  So  far  froQi  it 
we  all  know  that  according  to  the  manner  of  thoat 
civil  courts,  which  are  still  to  inflict  ad  libitum 
the  penalty  for  disobedience,  they  never  refuse 
what  justice  to  tbe  accused  always  requires,  tc 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  defending  himself 
lie  ia  regalarly  called  on  for  evidence  to  mitigaii 
his  offence,  or  clear  his  contempt,  and  after  a  ful 
bearing  bis  fine  is  levied  accoraiog  to  the  detfret 
of  tbe  offence,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court.  Doe 
the  certificate  of  the  record  of  the  court  of  ioqutn 
amount  to  more  than  the  certificate  of  the  aervio 
of  process  by  an  officer  ?  and  that  is  always  reai 
in  evidence  on  such  occasions.  It  seems  to  m< 
said  Mr.  L.,  that  it  cao  only  be  used  for  a  simila 
purpose;  they  may  both  he  considered  as  compc 
tent,  but  not  conclusive  evideoce  in  esiabUshiD: 
a  fact. 

What,  I  repeat,  said  Mr.  L.,  are  we  to  thin 
of  objections  like  these?  are  they  intended  to  ic 
form  those  to  whom  they  are  here  addressed,  c 
are  they  intended  to  mislead  the  public  naind 
They  certainly  o£Eer  no  very  honorable  cooapli 
meat  to  the  understanding  of  this  Hous^  or  tb 
information  possessed  by  the  cdmmunity. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Rowan 
has  been  extremeljr  minute  in  his  objections  t 
the  details  of  the  hill.  He  has  also  not  omitte 
to  remark  in  a  gennal  way  on  the  injuriona  qual 
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tin  he  auribntes  to  it.  He  says  daogera  are  to  be  I 
^weheoded  fiom  tbe  juaotioa  of  toe  civil  and 
BiliurTButborities,  vbicb  is  contemplated  by  tbe 
hH  Ttiat  tbis  ought  not  to  be  tbe  case  unless 
we  had  a  staodiog  armyj  and  that  it  is  a  measure 
adipted  to  the  introdutttioo  of  it.  When  genite- 
JKD  nake  these  assertioos,  which  can  only  bcia- 
tnded  10  enlist  our  prej[odiees  against  the  mea- 
iore,  we  ask  them  to  point  to  that  seetioa  of  the 
bill  iriiieh  ii  to  prodoee  these  effects.  Let  them 
fbow  the  argument  to  be  correct,  and  1  promise 
then  liiat  the  bill  shall  hare  my  most  hearty  nega- 
tirc;  for  while  I  have  a  voice  in  this  body  I  wUl 
always  oppose  the  introduolion  of  a  standing 
«my ;  bat  if  oar  silnation  compels  us  to  keep  in 
aciire  service  a  regular  mititary,  for  a  peciod  ever 
so  abort,  neccaaity  compels  us  to .  make  rules  for 
itsgomoment}  if  those  rules  are  only  to  be  en- 
forced by  a  recourse  to  the  ciril  autbortty,  the  com* 
moo  priociplea  of  reasoning  would  induce  us  to 
bcUere,  ibat  it  would  operate  as  a  restraint  on  the 
eieeises  of  the  military.  When  we  have  it  in  oor 
power  to  disband  our  army,  there  is  nothing  left 
lor  the  military  code  to  operate  on.  But  tbe  hill 
before  as  cannot  certainly  b«  charged  with  a  ten- 
dency to  estaUish  a  standing  army  merely  be- 
eaose  it  proridea  certain  regulations,  whjcb  are 
laeideDt  to  all  armies  alike ;  it  may  as  well  be  said 
ia  any  cue,  that  the  suboridinate  regulatioAs  ne- 
eeanry  to  carrr  a  general  institution  into  effect, 
are  the  original  grounds  on  which  Um  measure 
itselfrests. 

Great  oppression,  it  is  said,  will  be  introdueed. 
by  compelling  (he  production  of  public  papers  aoa 
records,  as  provided  for  by  tbe  first  section  of  tbe 
bill;  and  much  fault  is  found  with  it  that  copies 
«e  not  made  to  answer  tbe  purpose.  I  confess  I 
an  astonished,  said  lit.  L.,  when  I  bear  a  gentle* 
■ttowko  speaks  in  so  high  terms  of  the  rights 
and  libmies  of  the  people  of  this  aoun^y,  ezpcest 
cpuuoos  so  hostile  to  them;  certainly  be  could 
Mt  Bean  to  tell  the  public,  when  he  mentioned 
the  introductioD  of  cc^e*  ^  papers,  that  it  eould 
be  proper  to  tend  soeh  eopr  in  evidence  on  a 
ciuainal  trial.  Stub  priaciptes  of  jurisprndenoe 
*n  lew  to  OS,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  gentle* 
ma  has  not  well  considered  them,  or  be  oonld  net 
ceuaialv  entertain  tbe  opinion,  that  a  copy  signed 
by  the  keeper  of  a  record,  or  his  cieik,  of  any 
paper  which  might  be  deposited  as  a  public  one, 
altkoBgh  a  forged  original  (which  conld  not  be 
delected  tn  tbe  copy)  ought  to  have  the  weight  of 
teitimoay  when  a  man's  life  or  reputation  was  at 
«ake.  If  ever  a  doctrine  of  this  kind  is  introduced 
a«oa^  us,  we  shall  soon  find  that  tbe  rankest 
toigenes  can  easily  be  employed  to  convict  the 
unoeeot,  or  screen  the  guiliy  from  the  pnnish- 
■■"enthis  crime  deserves;  ineonvenienees  which 
>uy  lOcad  the  execution  of  compulsory  process 
10  wodaecthe  origiaalfc  may,  'it  is  true,  bear  bard 
oa  tbe  deifcs  of  tfam  offices,  or  the  keeper  of  such 
ncordi;  but  these  are  evils  iacideot  to  justice, 
and  what  practice  has  already  rendered  familiar. 
Tlie  gentleman  tuu  argued  on  this  aectioo  of  the 
bill,  as  if  it  was  really  so  unguarded,  as  to  ant  ii 
utthe  power  of  a  nilitacr  court  to  eoiapu  iha 
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atieodanoe  of  persons  with  their  paixrs,  at  any 
time  or  place  ihey  might  appoint;  but  when  we 
look  at  the  provisions  of  it,  it  will  be  found  that 
before  the*  n^tpana  duces  tecum  can  issue,  tbe 
affidavit  of  the  party  must  be  filed,  sbowiog  good 
cause  before  a  civil  judge,  who  is  to  decidie  as  to 
the  validity  of  such  cause,  in  bis  discretion,  and  to 
certify,  only  if  be  thinks  proper,  in  order  that  the 
process  mav  issue.  Tbis  proviaicHi  is  farther 
guarded  still,  by  requiring  that  tbe  civil  judfe 
shall,  when  he  orders  such  snt^na,  certify  £s 
opinion  that  the  paper  required  does  contain  evi- 
Mnce  proper  and  pertiuentto  tbe  cause. 

An  apprehension  is  said  to  be  entertained  that 
tbe  witness  who  produces  his  papers  in  obedience 
to  the  subpoena,  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  a  re- 
atorat ion  of  them ;  bow  is  this  done,  said  Mr.  L., 
in  other  courts?  Is  there  any  positive  law,  any 
legislative  act  specially  providing  for  the  restora- 
tion of  original  papers  introduced  into  court  1  If 
there  is,  I  have  never  beard  of  it ;  under  tbe  prac- 
tice of  all  courts,  it  has  been  established  as  a  com- 
mon rule  of  justice,  that  the  witnesa  iatroducii^ 
a  paper,  or  a  record,  should  have  a  return  of  it  \  it 
would  be  hard  indeed  if  a  court  thus  arlHtraruf 
deprives  another  of  his  property,  especially  as  tl^ 
only  object  of  introduciog  a  paper  is  answered  by 
the  inspection  of  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Rowah) 
has  agam  attempted  to  excite  oar  apprehensions 
for  the  safely  of  tbe  civil  officer  Who  shall  be 
.charged  with  the  service  of  tbe  process.  He  has 
told  as  that  if  in  civil  cases  be  makes  default,  be- 
fore he  is  made  to  suffer  be  is  entitled  to  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury ;  if  indeed  this  be  the  case,  where 
is  the  clause  of  tbis  bill  which  deprives  him  of 
that  right?  Does  it  confer  on  a  military  cotut 
the  right  of  fioiog  or,  imprisonment  1  If  it  does 
not,  the  ofScer  is  still  left  to  tbe  power  of  thecivil 
conri,  and  in  express  terms  the  civil  court  is  re- 

tulred  to  proceed  in  the  usual  manner  to  levjr  the 
ne  for  bis  misconduct  in  office.  Tbe  positioa 
taken  by  the  gentlMn&n,that  tbe  officers  of  courts 
are  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury  before  a  fine  can  be 
inflicted  on  them,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  ob- 
serve on.  It  haL  however,  so  far  as  my  expe- 
rience has  enabled  me  to  inform  myself,  bcea  eoa- 
sidered  as  a  proper  and  necessary  incident  to  the 
honor  of  a  civil  court  to  fine  its  own  officers  for 
misconduct  in  the  performance  of  military  dutios; 
it  is  only  when  tbe  party  sufferins  by  ibe  neglect 
of  the  officer  has  sought  redress,  that  tbe  officer  is 
entitled  to  the  trial  by  jury,  who  are  to  assess  the 
damages  the  injury  demands. 

Tbe  hardship  of  oompelling  a  witness  to  attend 
a  military  court,  where  it  is  said  he  is  to  receive 
no  compensation,  has  been  elaborately  dwelt  on. 
Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  what 
provision  u  made  for  paymenu  of  that  sort  in 
, civil  coutis  7  Is  there  any  law  which  authorizes 
by  summary  process  a  recovery?  He  had  alwap 
considered  it  as  a  matter  of  practice  only,  whidi 
would  equally  apply  in  tbecasescootempiated  by 
the  bill ;  there  is  oo  process  of  the  court  by  which 
a  witness  would  be  enabled  immediately  to  levjr 
hia  money.  But  why  is  it  said  that  a  witneM  is 
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obliged  to  attend  io  pursuance  of  a  summons  to  a 
military  court  more  than  to  a  eiril  court  7  Tliere 
is  no  positire  law,  it  is  true,  which  declares  tbat  a 
partv  shall  be  obliged  to  tender  a  witbess  his  wa- 
ges Defore  he  sets  out  to  court;  bot  the  practice 
of  eonrts,  as  in  the  other  instance,  has  adopted 
rules  which  are  equally  calculated  to  insure  jus- 
tice, and  which  are,  nnder  the  operation  of  this 
bill,  secured  to  the  civil  courts ;  for,  sboald  a  wit' 
Msa  fail  to  obey  (he  sammons,  the  practice  already 
•Btabtisbed  would  seoore  him  against  any  evil 
eoDseqoence,  if  he  had  demanded  from  the  party 
•ummoning  his  wages,  and  they  had  not  been  ten- 
dered him.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  witness 
does  attend,  and  is  not  paid,  he  can  only  have  re- 
course to  the  common  process  of  law  in  a  ciril 
coifrt,  which  still  remains  superior,  and  I  trust  al- 
■ways  will,  to  the  military,  in  order  to  recover  and 
levy  by  execution,  his  mopey. 

It  is  objected  by  the  same  gentleman,  that  the 
bill  operates  unequally  on  the  officer  and  soldier ; 
tbat  toe  life  of  a  soldier  may  be  taken  by  the  in- 
troduction of  evidence  which  would  not  be  saffi- 
eient  to  affeet  an  officer.  But  this  construction, 
like  many  others  of  the  gentleman,  is  not  war- 
nnted  by  the  terms  of  the  bill.  The  third  sec- 
lim,  which  had  been  alluded  to,  when  we  have 
recourse  to  it,  we  find  io  no  case  authorizing  the 
Tcsdiog  of  testimony  hy  depositions,  unless  in 
eases  where  the  punishment  may  extend  to  cash- 
iering an  officer  or  flo^ng  a  soldier ;  but  if  that 
section  hed  been  obscure  io  its  terms,  the  general 
Movision,  which  is  of  unlimited  operation,  in  (he 
fourth  section,  and  declares  that  in  no  case  where 
the  punishment  is  capital  a  deposition  shall  be 
read  in  evidence,  unless  when  the  witness  resides 
at  more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the  court, 
eompUtely  reftites  the  distinction  made  by  the 
gentleman's  argument. 

A  general  objection  has  been  made  against  sum- 
monm^  a  witness  before  a  military  court,  be- 
cause, It  is  said,  that  kind  of  court  is  not  regular 
in  the  times  or  places  of  its  sittings  j  and  the  gra-' 
lleman  frooi  Kentucky  has  intimated  that  ia  this 
respect  the  civil  courts  ere  differently  org«naed. 
These,  if  objections  at  all,  are  objections  to  the 
eonstitutiou  of  the  military  court  itself,  and  not 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  which  are  intended 
to  enable  it  to  effect  the  purposes  for  which  it  was 
intended;  from  the  very  nature  of  a  military 
court  it  was  impossible  such  court  could  by  law 
be  fixed  as  to  the  time  and  practice  of  its  sessions. 

The  gentleman  is  mistaken,  too,  when  he  sup- 
poses that  ifae  civil  courts  are  limited  io  the  du- 
ration of  their  sessions,' and  in  this  respect  differ- 
ent from  the  military  court.  The  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  is  unlimited  in  this  respect, 
and  the  inferior  courts  all  have  the  power  to  ad- 
journ as  may  suit  their  convenience,  and  to  sit 
as  long  OS  the  business  before  them  maj^  require. 
The  dangers,  then,  which  have  been  apprehended 
to  exist  in  a  greater  degree  in  a  military  eonrt, 
from  their  power  to  continue  longer  in  session 
than  a  civil  one,  and  thus  harass  a  witness  unne- 
cessarily, are  also  found  to  be  but  ideal. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  willing  to  admit,  that  if  an 
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objection  did  exist  to  any  part  of  the  bill,  it  wis 
to  the  fourth  section;  it  is  certainly  jeopsrdizisg 
in  a  very  dangerous  degree  the  life  of  b  fellow- 
being,  to  permit  testimony  taken  by  deposilioo  to 
be  read  in  evidence  on  his  trial;  it  is  not  objec- 
tionable in  this  law,  however,  on  Constitutiootl 
grounds,  as  a  gentleman  from  Vermont  (Mr.  El- 
liot) has  supposed,  because,  by  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution,  the  rigbi  of  bein^  confronted  with 
the  accuser  and  witness  at  the  limis  of  trial  is,  ia 
express  tentis,  confined  to  civil  eases,  in  excttuion 
of  military  tridb.  This  civil  right  is  as  express- 
ly excluded  from  the  military  as  the  right  of  triil 
by  jury ;  and  it  is  easy  to  see  the  necessity  whith 
exists  for  this  distinction  which  our  Constitutiim 
has  made.  Tbat  necessity  was,  no  doabt,  lament- 
ed by  the  humane  and  wise  framers  of  our  Con- 
stitution. The  section  in  question,  however,  il- 
though  it  ought  to  be  acted  on  with  great  caotioD. 
affords  perhaps  (he  best  mode  which  can  be  adopt- 
ed, ooosidering  the  convenience  and  rights  of  the 
citizen,  to  obtain  testimony  so  situated.  To  mike 
no  provisioq  for  obtaining  testimony,  which  migbt 
happen  to  be  at  the  distance  of  nn'huodred  and 
one,  or  a  thousand  miles  from  the  seat  of  the 
courts,  mt^t,  particularly  in  courts  of  inquiry, 
be  productive  of'^evils  in  the  investigation  of  cbar^ 
es  which  the  public  interests  reqaind  to  be  sap- 
ported,  if  uue,  or  which  the'  accused,  if  fthc, 
might  thus  disprove. 

Too  much  of  the  time  of  the  House  has  alrea- 
dy been  taken  up  in  replying  to  objections  to  the 
bill,  which  have  been  urged  in  many  iastsncet 
without  ,even  the  shadow  of  plausibility,  and 
could  only  have  been  intended  to  mi»lead  the 
public  mind. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  only  beg  leave  to  remark, 
before  he  concluded,  that  the  mU,  iu  bisofHoioo, 
had  been  unfairly  opposed.  A  military  cour^sl- 
though  admitted  to  he  a  necessary  institution  for 
the  trial  of  offences,  has  been  mentioned  as  if  It 
was  now  intended  to  form  an  Uforpatien  over  the 
eifil  anthorhies,  although  the  bill  itself  has  n 
the  loosest  msnner  fiursued,  from  the  begiaoiK 
to  the  end,  the  pnnciple  of  subordiuation  wbin 
is  aoknowteteed  to  be  due  from  the  military 
the  civil.  The  courts  themselves  bave  heea  rep- 
sesented  as  formed  of  men  already  determined  on 
the  most  violent  abuses  of  the  rights  of  society, 
and  as  wholly  uniofluenced  by  the  usual  restraints 
of  prudence  and  discretion  which  actuate  judi- 
cial tribunals.  If,  indeed,  this  be  the  case,  sboliih 
these  courts  as  useless  and  dangerous )  bnt  wbo, 
in  the  candor  of  his  miQd,-aod  when  the  efferrn- 
cenee  of  the  occasion  shall  have  subsided,  will 
say  sot  -Has  any  pert  of  the  conduct  of  those 
courts  heretofore  published  warranted  the  stigina? 
The  late  instances  have  been  honorable  ones  to 
the  characUr  of  its  members.  The  judge  adtih 
cate  has  been  selected  from  the  civil  orders  of  s^ 
ciety ;  gentlemen  have  been  appointed  whostaid 
first  in  the  line  of  their  professional  pnrsaits,  dis- 
tinguisbed  no  less  for  l^al  ability  than  moral  in- 
tegrity— men  whom  no  one  dare  to  suspect  of  e 
disposition  to  harass  the  citizen  or  trample  oabis 
zigbta.  It  is  most  proimble  that  examples  so  sat. 
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iifwUif  might  io  future  be  followed,  bnt  if  the 
Uwuit  ai  present  stands  does  act  give  thatas- 
muft,  let  It  be  altered,  and  make  it  necessary 
iuil«flU]r  hereafter  to  select  from  civil  life  the 
jdfr  advocate  of  the  court,  whose  details  of  the 
temnoar  reliance  may  be  placed  oo. 

b  all  tbe  objeciioiu  which  hare  been  made, 
Hr.  Zb  said  be  could  see  nothing,  unless,  iodeed, 
it  WIS  tuch  clamor  as  ingenuity  may  at  all  times 
gire  birth  to^  against  the  most  unexceptionable 
liWR,  and  which  the  time  and  circumstances  un- 
derwhicb  this  bill  has  been  necessarily  inirodoced, 
are  particularly  calculated  to  bring  forth-  For 
his  own  piri,  ne  was  willing  to  risk  its  passage, 
for  he  could  see  nothing  like  danger  iu  aoy  of  its 
MTia  to  the  ciril  liberties  of  the  people  of  the 
Uoited  Sities. 

Ai  four  o'clock  the  House  adjourned  without 
hariog  decided  the  qoeation. 

Satobdat,  Mareb  12. 

Mr.JiRBMiAa  MoBROW,  from  the  committee 
aiipMaied  on  ibe  tenth  instnnt.  presenietl  a  bill 
aathorizing  a  loan  of  arms  to  tne  State  of  Ohio  ; 
wiiieh  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

MTtlTAHT  COURTS. 

The  bill  concerning  Courts  Martial  and  Courts 
of  laqairy  was  again  taken  up.  The  question 
being  00  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Ml.  J.  MoNTOOMEBT  ubserved,  that  having  been 
Cbaimoanof  the  committee  who  reported  the  bitl^ 
it  might  be  considerered  proper  for  him  to  assign 
dw  reasons  which  influenced  the  comniitiee  to 
report  the  btlL  to  state  its  principles,  explain  its 
pioTisions,  and  to  meet  objections  yesterday  urged 
hy  genUemen  on  the  floor  against  iu  Ingenuity 
baa  been  exercised,  said  he^  talents  hare  been  disr- 
iplayed,  and  the  power  of  imagination  put  to  the 
Mr^h  to  invent  objections  lo  the  principle  and 
proriiions  of  the  bill — some  of  sucK  a  nature  as 
to  affright  Us,  to  excite  a  horror  against  its  adop- 
tioD.  The  bill  has  been  denounced  as  erroneous 
in  principle,  defective  in  detail,  inoperative  iu 
practice,  causing  delay  in  military  justice,  and  as 
oppreuiTe  to  the  citizen.  It  has  been  said  that 
Uiu  bill,  instead  of  being  entitled  a  bill  concern- 
ing courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  should 
hare  been  deuomioaied  a  bill  making  the  civil 
sobservieat  to  the  military  authority,  u  has  been 
atid,  that  if  you  pass  this  bill  one  of  the  greatest 
nisfortaaes  at  thia  all-important  crisis  of  the  na- 
^one  of  the  most  serious  calamities,  will  oer- 
^luy  bappeo.  It  wiU'cause^'it  is  said  with  coa- 
fiaenee, «  dissolution  of  your  Army.  It  has  been 
asid,  tw,  that  pass  this  law,  and  one  of  its  promi- 
BCDt  feainres  is,  that  you  cause  military  law  to  be 
esublished  in  your  land  ;  that  you  subject  the  cit- 
'^zens  of  the  United  States  to  military  ^spotlsm,  a 
state  of  things  the  most  abhorrent  to  our  feelings, 
a  state  of  things  the  most  to  be  deprecated.  It 
u>  been  uidj  to(L  that  this  bill  is  worse  than  the 
alien  or  sedition  laws,  that  if  you  pass  this  biU 
yoQ  drag  before  your  courts  martial  your  wife, 
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sister,  or  daughter,  to  be  mal-treated,  and  compel 
them  to  follow  a  moveable  camp }  that  this  bill 
was  origtnalljr  designed  for  a  special  case,  and  that 
there  is  sUch  a  defect  of  detail  in  it,  that  there  ia 
not  a  solitary  provision  which  will  meet  the  ease. 
Are  all  those  objections  real  or  visionary  7 
How  easjr  it  is  for  the  human  mind  to  raise  ob> 
jectioDs  against  any  system  oo  earth  !  What  sys- 
tem was  ever  adopted,  which  would  not  be  equally 
objectionable  as  this,  going  io  the  same  manner 
upon  the  supposition  of  abuses  which  might  occut 
under  that  system  t  When  measures  are  held  up 
for  adoption  to  the  National  Councils,  bow  easy 
it  is  to  reprobate  them  !  Prior  io  the  elevation  of 
a  Jefferson  to  the  Chief  Magistracy  of  the  nation, 
we  beard  various  objections  urged  Against  him; 
he  vras  denounced  as  an  infidel;  it  was  said  that 
by  establishing  bim  in  the  Presidential  chair,  yoa 
would  establish  infidelity  throughout  the  land  ; 
that  the  GoverDment  would  be  perfieetly  nervelesa. 
Ele  has  been  elevated,  apd  where  is  the  citizen 
hardy  enongh  to  cay  that  one  of  those  consequen- 
ces which  was  predicted,  have  resulted  ?  On  the 
cootrary,aIi  his  measures,  the  selection  of  bis  mea| 
all  the  acts  of  Government,  have  been  approved. 
Shall  I  call  the  eonstdeiation  of  the  House  to  the 
embargo  law  ?  How  many  objections,  how  maDT 
clamors  were  raised  agaiost  it— how  many  ertu 
predicted  1  That  our  citizens  would  be  ruined, 
our  country  prostrated, ^ud  everything  hazarded 
by  its  adoption.  The  measure  has  been  adopted, 
aod  what  is  the  result  7  It  meets  with  popular 
approbation  throughout  the  Union.  In  those 
places  where  it  was  at  first  unpopular,  the  moment 
It  was'  understood,  and  the  censures  against  it  met 
and  obviated,  the  law  became  popular,  and  is  now 
considered  ooe  of  the  shcet-anehors  of  the  uatiMU 
When  that  measure  was  first  introdueed  to  ths 
House,  wilt  any  gentleman  say  that  the  bill  for 
imposing  it  was  correct  in  its  proTisioos?  Waa 
itfiotdefectivejand  have  not  two  bills  been  passed 
to  amend  it?  Assuredly;  and  one  of  the  grounds 
of  objectioa  to  this  bill,  and  it  has  been  repeated 
two  or  three  times,  is,  that  the  bill  is  defective.  It 
was  not  correctly  reported  at  first  I  admit,  and  it 
requires  time  and  deliberate  discussion  lo  under- 
stand and  correct  its  principles.  . 

How  many  gentlemen  argued  upon  this  bill? 
They  blow  hot  aod  cold.  Someumes  it  is  too 
strong :  sometimes  powerless.  When  it  was  ori' 
ginally  reported,  it  was-  censured  by  soqie  of  it* 
mends  and  all  its  enemies  as  beiog  too  extensive 
in  its  operation;  inasmuch  as  that  when  a  man 
was  put  on  trial  for  his  life,  a  summons  might  is- 
sue to  any  person  wUbin  the  United  States.  Hep* 
then  it  was  too  strong.  What  was  done  ?  The 
bill,  to  meet  the  ideas  of  gentlemen,  to  ameoUft> 
rate  it,  was  recommitted,  aod  the  eomraittee  han 
reported  it  thus:  as  it  Jiow  stands  no  summooa 
shall  issue  to  a  person  at  a  greater  distance  than 
one  hundred  miles;  and  ia  all  cases  beyond  that, 
depositions  shall  be  taken.  But,  says  a  gentleman 
DOW,  will  you  put  a  man's  life  at  stake  upon  a 
deptKitionf  The  bill  was  too  strong  when  it  an- 
tborizedthe  calling  witnesses;  but  the  moment  we 
have  made  a  provision  to  meet  the  ideas  of  gea- 
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tfemcDj  then  we  endanger  life  upon  ex  parte  de- 
positions. 

If  the  trill  contained  the  roischievoas  principles 
and  provisions  which  on  this  floor  have  been  as- 
cribed to  it,  I  am  one  of  the  last  in  the  natioD  who 
would  gire  their  assent  to  ii.  The  exceptions 
taken  to  it  consist  entirely  in  declamation.  Strip 
tbem  of  that,  meet  the  bill  on  its  merits,  and  they 
vanish. 

Of  what  description  is  the  bill  now  before  the 
Hoase?  It  is  a  reraediant  bill.  The  only  ques- 
tions to  be  asked  are,  is  there  a  defect  in  the  laws 
on  this  subject?  If  so,  is  it  m  important  as  to  re- 
qoire  a  remedy  1  This  is  the  real  and  genuine 
principle.  Apply  it  to  practice :  is  there  a  defect 
m  the  rules  ana  articles  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Army?  If  so,  is  it  of  so  serious  a  nature  as  to  re- 
qaire  a  remedy?  Does  this  bill  afford  snch  rem- 
edy ?  If  I  can  show  to  the  House,  and  I  hav'e  no 
hesitation  in  saying  thtt  I  can  satisfy  any  reason- 
Kble  mind,  that  there  is  a  defect,  and  of  sneb  a 
serious  kind  as  to  call  for  a  remedy,  and  that  this 
bill  affords  that  remedy,  I  cannot  but  expect  that 
^e  House  will  adopt  the  measure  now  tinder  con- 
sideration. 

The  roles  and  regulations  in  all  cases  of  offen- 
ces established  by  loose  rules,  whether  capital  or 
not,  are  not  defective  in  the  power  of  competlioe 
Witnesses  to  attend  where  proof  must  be  coofineo 
to  the  ranks.  If  those  articles  contained  no  of- 
fences but  sueh^s  must  necessarily  be  confined  in 
proof  td  persons  in  the  Army  or  Navy,  there  would 
be  no  necessity  for  the  interference  uf  Congress. 
Is  there  one  provision  in  all  the  articles  to  meet  a 
case  either  capital  or  otherwise,  where  the  wit- 
ness is  not  in  sen^ice?  Yes,  there  is  one;  in  a 
case  not  capital,  in  a  case  not  going  to  life  or  dis- 
missal from  office,  depositions  may  be  taken— 
how?  Before  a  magistrate.  Even  in  that  case 
there  is  no  benefit  of  summons.  The  party  ac- 
ctised,  let  the  offence  be  clothed  with  whatever 
infamy,  or  going  even  to  deprivation  of  life,  has 
not  the  power  of  obtaining  process  for  witnesses. 
The  only  opportunity  be  has  is,  in  cases  not  cap- 
ital, to  obtsiQ  the  testimony  of  a  witness  by  a  de- 
position taken  before  a  magistrate,  provided  both 
parties  shall  be  present  at  the  time  of  taking.  Here 
then  is  a  defect  in  the  existing  regulations ;  with 
nspect  to  minor  crimes,  deposiiioos  may  be  taken, 
but  as  to  capital  crimes  there  is  no  provision  what- 
ever. Will  any  gentleman  here  say  that  a  man 
charged  with  offences  going  to  infamy  shall  only 
have  the  benefit  of  depositions  taken  before  a  sin- 
gle mi^trat^  subject  to  the  pleasure  of  the  prose- 
cutor to  attend  even  in  that  ease  ?  That  the  par- 
ty accused  shall  be  left  to  this  mere  skeleton  of  a 
relief  to  get  the  benefit  of  testimony  ?  Was  the 
bill  under  consideration  to  go  noftirther  than  ibis, 
I  am  confident  that  the  gmid  sense  of  this  body 
Would  say  that  Congress  ought  to  pass  a  bill  to 
Kieet  such  eases  as  that — not  only  to  make  more 
perfect  provision  for  taking  depositions,  but  to  give 
the  benefit  of  process  to  compel  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses. What  is  the  existing  regulation  ?  I  will 
read  it,  as  1  wish  not  to  state  anythioe  in  which 
lam  notlMrne  out  by  the  laws  of  the  land.  One 


of  thearticlesof  war  says,  "in  the  trial  of  all  cases 
'  not  capital,  before  courts  martial,  the  depositions 
'  of  witnes^s  not  in  thelineandstaff  of  the  Army 
^  may  betaken  beforesoraejosticeofthe  peace,  ana 
'  read  in  evidence:  PrmuUd,  That  the  prosecutor 
<  and  the  persons  accused  are  present  at  the  time  of 
'  taking  the  same,  or  are  dul^  notified  thereof.*' 
With  respect  to  courts  of  Inquiry,  an  article  says 
courts  of  inquiry  shall  have  the  same  powers  to 
collect  evidence  as  courts  martial.   This  descrip- 
tion of  courts,  then,  have  all  the  powers  of  courts 
martial,  and  all  the  privileges  extended  to  theioU 
dier  or  officer  in  cases  less  than  capital  in  the  one 
court  which  he  possessed  in  the  other.   Will  any 
gentleman  say  tnar  a  party  accused  of  a  capiuu 
offence,  to  a  conviction  of  which  infamy  would  be 
attached  by  tlie  sentence,  has  one  particle  of  relief 
from  the  existing  laws  ?  There  isliDt  onc  solibrr 
provision,  and  that  in  cases  less  than  capital.  A 
person  whois  in  theregnlatservtee  may  be  brought 
up  before  a  court  martial,  his  life  uj)on  the  haz- 
ard i  and  when  he  comes  before  them  what  will 
itavail  him  to  say,  that  he  has  witnesses,  hbi can- 
not compel  them  to  attend  ?   If  we  examine  the 
articles  of  war  we  sliall  there  find  at  lesst  thirty 
i  ofiences  punishable  with  death  or  infamy.  Is  it 
then  wise,  politic,  or  humane^  to  suffer  sack  of- 
fences to  exist,  and  prevent  the  accused  from  eo- 
joying  the  opportunity  of  acquitting  himself  from 
the  charges  against  him  ?   1  believe  there  is  npon 
the  present  Military  Establishment  from  two  to 
three  thousand  men  ;  it  is  contemplated  by  a  bill 
on  the  table  to  increase  the  Military  Establishment 
by  adding  thAeto  six  thousand  men.  A  bill  yes- 
terday passed  antfaorizing  a  detachment  of  one 
hundred  thousand  ittilitia.  In  what  situation  are 
they  placed,  the  militia  as  well  as  the  Army  1  By 
the  articles  of  war,  the  militia  when  in  service  are 
subject  to  the  same  discipline  as  regular  troop. 
Then  those  men  who  are  to  be  draughted  from  the 
militia,  those  six  thousand  who  are  contemplated 
to  be  raised,  and  those  now  in  service,  are  subject 
to  the  vilest  puoishmenis  which  can  be  inUcted 
on  men ;  and  ought  we  deprive  them  of  the  benefit 
of  testimony  to  prove  their  innocence?   If  a  mi- 
litiaman be  chained  with  one  of  the  offences  con- 
tained in  the  various  articles  of  war,  and  the  only 
witness  be  a  citizen  not  in  service,  no  testimony 
could  be  had.   No  person  acquainted  with  the 
transaction  is  in  the  military  service.  In  whatsit- 
uation  do  yon  place  him  ?   Do  you  not  forfeithis 
life  by  not  applying  a  ralief  and  remedy  ?  Surely 
you  do;  if  you  refuse  him  the  benefit  of  process, 
you  certainly  place  that  man  in  a  situation  to  fo^ 
feit  his  life  without  relief.   Am  I  or  is  any  gen- 
tleman prepared  lo  go  home  and  tell  our  constitu- 
ents that  we  have  given  our  consent  to  a  law  for 
calling  into  service  one  hundred  thousand  miliiist 
while  death  may  stare  them  in  the  face  in  thirty 
different  shapes,  without  having  passed  any  law 
to  esublish  their  innocence  7   The  moment  ma- 
lignity shall  conjure  up  a  charge  going  to  life  or 
reputation,  that  moment  these  men  may  be  sac- 
rificed. I  am  not  prepared  to  tell  my  constituents 
that  I  have  done  tliis— that  1  have  left  them  sus- 
pended in  this  dangerous  situation. 


Digilized  by 


Google 


1S05 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1806 


March,  1808. 


Mililary  Courts. 


H.  OP  R. 


Tbb  beine  th«  fad,  (hat  an  evil  does  exist,  is  it 
mctiiD  eTif  as  requires  a  remedy?  I  presume 
ttiatDO  ^Dtleiaao  id  this  Hoase  is  prepared  to 
tajitiat,  if  sach  an  evil  does  exiat,  there  ought  not 
Id  iw  ■  remedy  provided. 

Is  this  the  proper  remedy?  Id  all  cases  under 
the  promioas  of  the  bill,  where  the  witness  is  a 
citizen,  neither  courts  martial  nor  military  officers 
are  lalliorized  to  issue  process.  It  is  to  issue  out 

conns  of  justice.  Wheoce  do  subpsnas  issue 
iailleaiaf  Out  of  courts  of  justice.  The  bill 
then  pron'de*  in  all  cases  peDdiog  io  military 
conns  martial  to  give  the  same  opportuDily  for 
obtaining  witnesses  that  is  providea  in  luits  at 
common  law. 

It  bai  been  objected  to  the  bill  that  by  it  the 
fflililaryiaslitution  is  blended  with  the  ciril.  It 
is  so  from  the  necessity  of  the  thing.  Whence 
^oold  sammoQs  issue  if  not  from  the  civil  courts? 
Would  gentlemen  say  that  it  should  issue  from 
eooTU  martial  1  If  not  from  them,  where  could 
Ibe  power  be  better  intrusted  than  with  courts  of 
instiee?  Has  not  the  military  and  civil  atreadv 
M«D blended  io  the  laws  now  in  existence?  Look 
at  tbe  only  article  which  provides  for  the  obtain- 
11%  testimoor  in  civil  cases,  and  howls  it  there 
provided?  Do  you  there  go  to  a  court  martial  or 
I  ouliiary  authority  to  take  depositions  ?  No }  to 
tbe  civil  authority— to  a  maffbtrate.  There  is 
ilready  in  certain  eases  a  prorision  that  the  party 
aceosed  may  b&ve  the  benefit  of  the  ctril  author- 
ity. Doestbis  bill  gofurther?  It  does — because 
in  did  not  wish  to  go  to  an  inCsrior  authority  for 
a  lammons;  we  would  go  to  tbe  same  source 
from  which  alt  summons  do  flow— to  the  courts  of 
insiice. 

Bot  it  is  objected  that  by  this  bill  a  person  is  com- 
pelled to  submit  documeots  to  the  iospection  of  a 
miUtary  court  martial.  Good  cause  is  first  to  be 
tbown  to  a  civil  court;  it  is  not  to  be  issued  upon 
a  mere  application;  good  cause  must  be  shown, 
venfied  by  affidavit,  Bad  tbe  paper  must  be  de- 
scribed. _  Bat  gentlemen  tell  us  tnat  this  is  mak- 
ing the  indices  of  the  superior  courts  bend  to  the 
nuitary.  This  provision  was  introduced  for  the 
porpoK  of  guarding  tbe  right  of  the  citizen  to 
have  his  papers  sacred.  A  magistrate,  therefore, 
n  notimsiM  with  this  power;  the  authority  is- 
given  to  the  judge  of  a  superior  court.  Can  it  be 
placed  in  safer  bands  than  theirs? 

The  bill  provides  that  in  cases  not  going  to  loss 
of  life  or  eashierment  of  a  commissioned  officer, 
where  tbe  witness  shall  reside  within  twenty-five 
nile^  the  party  shall  have  the  benefit  of  attend- 
ttee;  where  the  witness  shall  reside  at  a  greater 
distaace  than  twenty-five  milesj  bis  deposition 
Aaflbetaken.  This  regulation  was  incorporated 
•otbebBI  for  the  convenience  of  the  witness.  As 
IneUllstDod  originally  the  party  accused  or  the 
jttdge  adrocate  might  take  a  summons  over  tbe 
whole  United  States,  but  gentlemen  in  favor  of 
the  principle  considered  the  latitude  given  to  this 
fforision  to  be  too  great,  and  it  was  accordingly 
abridged. 

As  the  bill  is  amended  it  gives  the  mititarj 
M«t  the  same  privilege  of  testimtmy  which  is 


^iven  to  the  circuit  courts.  A  party  havine  suit 
ID  the  district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  can  have  a  subpoena  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  a  witness  if  be  lives  within  one  hundred 
miles.  Here  it  is  provided  that  a  party  beinc 
charged  in  a  military  court,  bis  life  on  the  hazard, 
should  have  the  benefit  of  oral  testimony,  if  to  be 
had  within  one  hundred  miles;  if  beyond  that 
limit  he  may  take  deposiiions. 

In  every  instance  where  a  person  is  put  to  ia- 
convenienee,  he  ought  to  be  paid  for  his  trouble, 
and  provision  is  made  in  tbe  bill  for  that  purpose. 
It  has  been  objected  that  in  this  bill  there  is  no 
provisionfor  payment.  It  was  conceived  that  the 
common  law  would  act  in  this  as  in  every  other 
case;  that  the  witness  had  a  right  to  have  his  ex- 
penses tendered  bim,  and  if  not  paid  that  he  might 
refuse  to  attend. 

This  bill  has  been  said  to  be  modelled  after  the 
mutiny  act  of  England.  I  have  examined  that 
act  with  the  bill  and  can  see  no  similarity  in  their 
features.  The  mutiny  act  is  annually  passed  for 
continuing  the  army,  and  one  of  the  provisions  of 
it  is  that  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  shall  be 
framed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  King!  There  is 
surely  nothii^  like  that  in  this  bill. 

Is  It  true  that  the  civil  aiuhority  is  subjected  to 
the  military  by  this  bill?  What  are  the  aatborl- 
ties  given  by  this  bill  to  the  civil  authority  ?  Thef 
are  to  issue  a  summons  aud  m&pena  ducutecums 
the  manner  in  which  process  «iall  be  served  and 
punishment  inflicted  are  specified  in  the  bill. 
What  authority  .does  it  vest  in  courts  martial  or 
of  inquiry  to  exercise  one  solitary  power?  All 
the  power  that  a  court  martial  can  exercise  under 
this  bill  is  the  mere  simple  power,  when  the  wit- 
ness does  appear,  to  receive  his  testimony.  A 
court  of  justice  issues  tbe  summons,  it  is  served 
by  a  civtl  officer,  returned  to  a  civil  court;  ff  the 
witness  or  officer  to  whom  the  process  be  directed 
be  guilty  of  disobedience,  they  are  punishable  by 
Ibe  court  which  issued  the  summomtj  and  courts 
in  civil  cases  possess  the  same  power  precisely^  in 
all  cases  of  summons  from  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  disobedience,  as  the  bill  authorize! 
them  to,  ezercise  on  a  matter  over  whiehj  before, 
they  had  no  jurisdiction.  The  power  given  hf 
the  bill  to  military  courts  extends  to  the  mere  ex- 
amination of  witnesses,  and  no  further. 

The  whole  of  (his  bill  may  be  included  in  a  nut- 
shell. Tbe  principle  is  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
an  existing  defect  m  the  rules  and  r^ulations  for 
the  discipline  of  the  Army,  to  which  every  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  from  eighteen  to  forty-fiv^ 
may  by  the  taws  of  the  land  be  subjected — it  is 
merely  a  remedy  to  protect  innocence  and  punish 
guilt.  If  we  refuse  to  provide  a  remedy  lor  the 
defect  which  exists,  what  will  be  our  consequent 
duty?  To  repeal  all  those*rules  and  regulations 
or  give  the  party  under  their  operation  some  relieL 
A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bacoh) 
has  already  told  us  that  tbe  laws  and  regulations 
relative  to  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  go  a 
great  deal  further  than  this  bill ;  and  he  has  sai4 
correctly.  In  the  State  of  Maryland  th^  rule  for 
obtaining  testimooy  before  courts  martial  is  bnnd| 
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and  giTes  the  court  martial  full  power.  It  U  in  theM 
words:  [Here  Mr.  Mohtoouesy  rtrad  an  article 
in  the  militia  taw  uf  Maryland,  |i8ssed  the  last 
fCssioD,  by  which  courts  martial  have  a  power  of 

issuing  sammoos  for  witnesses,  to  run  to  any 
place  within  the  limits  of  the  State.] 

Here  then  we  find  a  provision  in  one  «f  the 
articles  for  the  regutatioa  of  the  militia  of  a  sorer- 
eicn  and  independent  State,  vesting  the  power 
or  issuing  sammoos  in  the  courts  martial  them- 
selves— within  twenty-five  or  one  hundred  miles, 
or  confined  to  the  militia  alone?  No;  a  broad 
power  to  call  for  persons  residing  where  tliey  may. 
A  coDrt  martial  in  Worcester  may  send  for  per- 
sons of  whatever  age  or  sex  ^the  power  being  a^ 
broad  as  that  of  courts  of  law)  even  (o  Alleghany, 
a  distance  of  three  or  four  hundred  miles.  But 
the  law  does  not  stop  here;  it  gives  power  to  a 
coart  martial  to  issae  attachment  against  a  wit- 
ness for  non-attendance,  and  to  impose  a  fine. 
Contrast  this  regulation,  and  I  believe  it  is  a  good 
one,  with  the  regulation  on  your  table,  which 
rests  in  a  court  martial  no  further  power  than  to 
examine  a  witness  when  before  them.  All  the 
powers  granted  by  the  bill  are  to  be  exercised  by 
the  civil  courts  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

I  thinic,  therefore,  the  principles  of  the  bill  are 
correct,  and  the  power  vested  in  an.  authority  by 
which  it  is  not  likely  to  he  abused. 

Mr.  Sloan  said,  that  during  the  dificussioo  on 
this  subject  be  had  remained  silent;  and  if  the 
bill  in  its  operations  bad  been  confined  to  the  mil- 
itary, he  should  have  remained  content  to  give  a 
aileat  vole.  Had  he  considered  it  merely  harm- 
less, he  should  hare  been*  silent ;  but  considering 
k  a  dangerous  innovation,  striking  a  blow  at  the 
most  sacred  rights  and  privileges,  he  could  not, 
consistently  with  his  conscience,  sit  still  and 
barely  give  his  ne^tive  Tote.  Shall  I,  said  he, 
be  branded  with  jotnio|;  in  opposition,  with  hav- 
ing departed  from  principle?  I  came  not  here  to 
see  with  any  man*s  eyes,  to  hear  with  any  man's 
ears,  or  judge  with  any  man's  understanding.  I 
came  here  to  use  that  discretion  which  God  and 
nature  have  given  me,  and  to  protect  in  every 
case  the  liberties  of  my  country.  However  hign 
I  may  value,  and  my  former  conduct  has  fully 
evinced  this,  that  part  of  the  House  who  are 
supporting  this  bill,  however  near  and  dear  has 
been  my  connexion  with  them,  it  would  ill 
comport  with  the  dictates  of  my  conscience,  and 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  my  country,  should  I 
look  to  the  source  whence  this  or  any  other  bill 
has  been  produced.  WbeneTer  I  am  intrasted 
as  a  watchman  to  gnard  the  treasure  of  oar  rights, 
it  behooves  me  to  Took  at  the  production  and  not 
at  the  source  from  which  it  Bows. 

I  have  considered  4his  bill  as  aiming  a  death- 
blow at  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of 
the  Uaited  States,  and  if  gentlemen  are  anxious 
that  their  speeches  should  go  forward  and  their 
Totes  be  recorded,  1  do  not  wish  to  disguise  my 
sentiments  or  conceal  my  vote.  Although  much 
bas  been  said  on  the  cause  and  operation  of  this 
billj  I  b^  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some 


brief  observations  on  what  gave  rise  to  it.  A  re- 
solution was  introduced  to  raise  a  eommittee  of 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  a  certain  high  oflker ; 
I  opposed  this  measare,aDd  it  is  oerlainly  within 
the  recollection  of  everv  member  that  I  not  only 
opposed  it,  bat  zealously  opposed  it.  Is  there  a 
member  on  the  floor  who  was  more  decidedly  op- 
pos.'d  to  it,  or  one  who  expressed  himself  in  more 
pointed  language,  believing  that  it  was  unconsti- 
tutional, and  not  within  the  line  of  our  duty? 
While,  however,  I  expressed  my  dislike  to  thu 
measure,  I  considered  it  of  trivial  cooseqaeoce, 
compared  with  this  bill.  It  was  a  temporary 
andsiniialarafiair ;  if  unconstitutional  and  impro- 
per, it  was  confined  to  a  single  object,  and  when 
that  had  been  obtained,  would  have  ceased  to 
operate.  But  what  is  this  bill  ?  Not  tem^raiy; 
for  unless  a  future  Congress  rqwal  it,  it  will 
continue  in  perjtetuo.  And  what  a  blending  of 
two  powers  together  1  Shall  I  be  accused  of  pre- 
sumption or  ignorance  in  offering  my  seoiimenti 
in  opposition  to  those  expressed  by  a  number  of 
members  of  legal  abilities,  who  no  douitt  suppose 
they  have  explained  this  matter  iaso  clearapoint 
of  view  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  on  it  ?  How> 
ever  I  may  respect  them,  and  however  superior 
may  be  their  knowledge,  I  must/ftcl  according 
to  ine  dictates  of  my  conscience.  Permit  me  to 
say,  that  I  cannot  understand  the  language  of 
some  gentlemen.  Ageotleman  from  Kentuekytof 
lesal  knowledge  (Mr.  Johnson)  says,  that  if  this 
bill  extended  military  powers,  he  would  oppw 
it;  this  he  declared,  and  IcaoDot  understand  ii. 
If  I  understand  the  subject  right,  the  power  of 
military  courts  is  at  present  confined  within  the 
line  of  the  Army ;  on  the  other  hand^  if  I  ■nde^ 
stand  it  aright,  this  bill  extends  their  power  to 
six  millions  of  people,  to  every  inhabitant  of  ibcse 
States.  I  must  go  to  school  again  before  I  eaa 
understand  thiti;  it  is  an  extension  toadangerooi 
degree,  and  such  as  I  bone  will  never  be  ssae- 
tioned  by  a  law  of  the  United  Slates.  U  is  8'^' 
ing  to  a  tribunal,  before  limited  in  iu  powers,  > 
power  which  is  unlimited  as  to  the  extent  of  its 
operation,  and  depending  entirely  upon  the  Com- 
raander-in-Cbief.  I  bare  no  opinion  of  mixioK 
the  two  powers  together.  I  cannot  conceive  any 
case  in  which  the  provision  could  be  of  service 
except  the  one  to  which  be  had  alluded,  and  that 
can  bare  no  weight;  I  cannot  see  that  it  cu 
have  any  bearing  on  that  case,  or  be  of  any  ad- 
vantage to  the  accused.  What  is  bis  situation  1 
Certain  witnesses  have  been  summoned;  thcic 
refusal  to  attend  is  sufficiently  significaot,  and  an- 
swers every  purpose  of  exculpation ;  therefore,  tus 
case  does  not  apply.  This  bill  mixes  together  toe 
two  powers,  ntifitary  and  civil,  vhich  have  bci^ 
tofore  remained  entirely  separate  and  Ood  grant 
that  they  may  ever  so  remain.  1  hope  to  sp^" 
with  proper  deference  and  respect  to  my  brethren 
in  legislation,  but  I  must  speak  plainly  and  u> 
the  language  of  which  I  am  capable.  Under  tow 
impressiou  [  must  ask  whether  they  woold 
given  their  sanction  to  this  bill  ten  years  ago  i 
At  that  lime,  although  I  did  not  possess  a 
this  floorj      attention  was  turned  to  the  lihsrqc 
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ud  tme  intereat  of  the  eoantry,  nor  caD  I  now 
sgmtD  this  principle}  I  would  not  when  John 
Adams  mm  President,  oor  will  I  now  when  Tho- 
DuJefieraoo  IK  President. 

A  nembsr  from  Mtrflstnd,  who  spoke  this 
■ooiiig,  obserred,  that  it  was  scarcely  possible  to 
iKndiKe  a  bill  in  such  a  shape  but  ingenuity  wilt 
find  objections  to  it ;  permit  me  to  retort  by  saying 
tbsi  DO  bill,  however  improper^  can  be-brought  Into 
|U>  HotMe  bnt  the  ingenuity  of  members  will 
find  some  plausible  pretext  for  it.  The  gcatle- 
■SD  has  toul  OS  that  if  the  bill  contained  those 
erib,  be  would  oppose  it;  I  will  say  that  if  his  eyes 
are  oyea  be  mast  see  them.  He  has  endeavored 
to  wipe  them  away  ;  bai  he  has  labored  in  vain, 
for  ke  hfts  not  touched  the  principle.  It  is  not. 
the  detail  but  the  principle  to  which  I  object. 
Oases  hare  been  supposed  as  possible^  in  order  to 
fiad  s  greand  for  the  bill ;  it  has  been  said  that  a 
poor  bud's  life  might  be  taken  away  for  want  of 
•rideoee.  We  might  sit  here  year  after.  |rear  to 
H|foie  eases  which  might  occur,  on  which  we 
aipt  pass  laws ;  bnt  we  caanot  legislate  upon 
nppMtiMs.  I  call  upon  genilcmen  to  say  whe- 
tiier  in  tveoly  years,  in  so  periloua  times,  one  sia- 
gle  mao  has  become  the  viatim  of  a  tyrant ;  whe- 
ther in  oae  single  instance  a  man  baa  been  put  to 
deaih  ODjoktly  ?  Did  ever  a  military  .man  suffer, 
eryiBf  oat  when  the  rope  was. about  his  neck,  "  I 
die  for  want  of  a  witness?"  I  believe  not. 

It  seems  to  attract  the  attention  and  sympathy 
•f  the  members  of  this  House  to  vote  in  favor  of 
this  bill,  because  there  isa  prospect  of  calling  out 
the  militia.  The  arffunent  is  poor.  I  under- 
Hand  by  what  I  have  neard  read  that  the  militia 
cilltd  oot  ar^  to  be  tried  by  courts  martial  con- 
*i*tiDg  of  tbi»r  own  officers.  Will  the  calling 
thess  men  into  service  immediately  transform 
dnaiato  tyrants?  I  cannot  suppose  that  a  court 
■■■niil  consisting  of  militia  officers  would  deoy 
to  the  party  acciued  the  opportunity  of  obtaining 
witacbes ;  on  the  other  hand,  I  wul  not  suppose 
that  taj  witness  would  be  ao  aojiut  a«  to  refuse  to 
attend  to  screen  an  innocent  maa  accused.  This 
hu  becD  the  ease  for  thirty  years,  and  sucb  I  trust 
vid  always  be  the  case.  It  is  contMided  by  the 
nniortets  of  ihi^  bill  that  the  law  respecting 
eoaru  marthil  is  too  vague.  I  am  not  a  military 
mu;  bnt  if  I  had  known  nothing  of  the  aubject 
befare  this  discussion,  dull  indeed  must  have  been 
my  old  brain,  if  I  did  not  know  something  about 
this  time.  If  I  uodersund  the  nature  of 
martial,  it  was  intended- to  exist  but  as  an 
punish  crime  which  it  .would  be  dangerous 
ctcauiihe  safety  of  the  United  States  (o  try  in 
^conits.  Does  this  bill  go  to  destroy  entirely 
**ivUb7  DuU  of  af^rebeosion  must  any  per- 
*n  bc,«hoeaaoot  see  that  it  may  prove'4>i  ill 
^ue|iawc.  If  there  should  be  a  traitor  uken 
befersa  cwrt  martial  who  shall  declare  that  .he 
kw  a  wiiaesa  in  civil  life,  may  he  not  evade  a 
Uial,  till  be  may  escape  prosecution  ?  ]s  it  not 
better  that  the  law  as  it  now  stands  should  uke 
us  coufe,  and  that  traitors  should  be  brought  to 
■■mediate  justice  ?   I  eooceive  it  is. 

^■h«U  ntrnvcb  touger  t«ke     the  time  of  the 


Houne.  I  have  endeavored  to  discharge  my  doty. 
I  believe  that  the  military  officer;*  in  our  standing 
army  will  perform  their  duty  with  propriety,  bo- 
maaity,  and  justice,  and  that  we  bhould  never 
takt  from  them  the  necessary  power,  that  is^  the 
power  to  punish  traitors  in  a  summary  way,  and  I 
will  not  entertain  a  thought  so  derogatory  to  their 
honor,  as  to  suppose  that  this  power  will  be 
abused.  1  will  suppose  that  ihe  officers  of  both 
otir  resular  force  and  railitia,  if  we  iihould  unfor- 
tunately be  involved  in  a  war,  will  oooiioue  to 
act  with  humanity,  justice,  and  propriety.  I  wibh 
to  keep  the  civil,  and  military  powers  distinct} 
the  blending  them  would  lay  a  fuuodation  for 
military  despotism.  It  is  of  do  avail  (o  tell  me 
thai  we  have  a  worthy  President ;  I  acknowledge 
it;  but  that  is  no  reason  to  tell  me  that  the  power 
given  -by  this  bill  wilt  not  be  abused.  I  am  not 
certain  how  long  that  will  be  the  case  j  and  I  will 
give  no  power  to  a  virtuous  man  which  a  vicious 
man  might  abuse. 

Mr.  S.  concluded  with  a  solemn  hope  that  the 
bill  would  oot  pass  this  Rouse;  if  it  passed  this 
House,  thaij-it  would  not  rceeire  the  eanotiou  of 
a  law. 

Mr.  HoLi^HO  certainly  expected  that  the  gen- 
Ueman  last  up  would  vote  for  this  bill  after  de- 
claring that  he  eutertained  so  hig,h  an  opinion  of 
courts  martini.  In  this  respect,  said  Mr.  H.,  there 
is  no  diflferenee  in  sentiment  between  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  and  myself.  ^  I  believe  that 
no  danger  will  arise  from  giving  the  power  con- 
templated by  ihis  hill  to  courts  martial  toexaraioe 
witnesses,  because  1  believe  that  the  officers  com- 
posing courts  martial  are  gentlemen,  and  know 
how  to  treat  witnesses  with  that  respect  to  which 
they  are  entitled.  I  believe  that  witnesses  will 
be  under  less  embarassment  when  giving  their  tes- 
tira«nr  before  a  couit  martial  than  before  a  court 
of  civil  jurisdiction ;  and  mr  reason  for  thet  be- 
lief is  thisi  i  admit  that  military  courts  may  not 
be  possessed  of  much  legal  ioformattoa,  but  the 
witness  is  not  Uabte  io  m  interrupted  by  the  ex- 
amination of  an  attorney ;  courts  martial  will  not 
suffer  this ;  they  are  men  of  honor.  The  witness 
then  is  relieved  from  this,  and  this  is  the  most 
disagreeable  to  a  witness,  who  dreads  crosirexam- 
ination.  and  rightly  too,  as  he  is  often  made  to 
cimtraoict  himself.  This  doe^  not  occur  to  a. wit- 
ness before  a  court  martial. 

A  gantleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  RowanJ 
while  On  this  subject,  meutioaed  that  one  great 
inooorenience  by  this  bill  is,  that  the  witness  has 
not  the  power  to  bring  in  other  witnesses  to  cor- 
roborate his  testimony.  This  is  not  the  general 
practice  in  civil  courts;  it  has  not  been  the  prac- 
tice so  far  as  I  know  to  civil  eases.  It  is  true  tha( 
when  a  witness  is  brought  before  a  court  and 
there  are  circumstances  which  may  discredit  his 
testimony,  either  party  has  the  i^ght  to  bring  in 
corroborative  testimony.  The  principle,  there- 
fore, in  that  respect  is  the  same  in  courts  martial, 
if  this  bill  pass,  as  in  civil  courts.  It  will  always 
be  in  the  power  of  the  parties  before  a  court  mar- 
tial to  bring  in  testimony  to  strengthen  or  to  io- 
v^idtf e  teatiokony, 
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This  bill  has  hem  objected  to  becaase  it  tng' 
ments  the  power  of  militarir  courts.  Is  tMs  cor- 
rect? Does  this  bill  give  anjr  new  jorisdic- 
tkn  i  Certainly  not,  for  it  does  not  gt?e  them 
power  om  a  single  sabjeet  of  which  thev  had 
not  power  before.  What  is  it  that  the  IhII  coq- 
templaies  ?  NothiDe  more  thao  to  enable  courts 
nariiat  to  have  a  full  view  of  the  sabjeet  before 
them>  A*  the  law  stands  they  hare  not -this  in 
dieir  power.  Courts  mariial  now  can  ooly^  partial- 
ly proeare  witnesses ;  the  bill  before  Us  is  iaiended 
10  remedy  that  eTil--not  to  give  new  powers  to 
courts  martial,  but  to  allow  them  testimony  which 
under  the  ezistioK  law  cannot  be  brought  before 
conrtu  martial.  For  this  purpose,  and  this  alone,  is' 
the  bill  brought  before  you.  Is  it  not  proper,  laud- 
ablcj  and  ri^i  7  Why  shall  the  citizen  whose  in- 
timity cannot  be  doubted,  be  excloded  from  giv- 
ing testimony  before  courts  martial?  There  is 
no  reason  why  persons  accased  before  a  court 
martial  may  not  hare  the  bene0t  of  testimony, 
Bor  why  QoTemment  may  not  hare  the  same  to 
support  the  guilt  of  persons  accused.  It  is  cer- 
iBinly  clear  that  courts  martial  ought  to  hare  be- 
fore them  ererything  relating  to  the  subject,  and 
ample  power  should  be  giren  to  obtain  it;  to 
efieet  this  t^eci  the  bill  ou  yotir  table  has  been 
]rrodueed.  Then  wh^  this  great  clamor  against 
the  bill?  It  seems  a  little  strange  that  gentlemen 
shonid  lake  the  ground  they  do,  when  we  consider 
the  manner  in  .which  the  subject  was  iotroduced, 
and  the  circumstance  which  induced  the  House 
to  c<Hi8ider  this  hilt.  A  cry  was  raised  in  this 
House  against  a  certain  officer ;  a  reselutloo  was 

EKssed  requesting  the  President  to  inquire  into 
is  conduct.  This  was  opposed  by  myself  and 
others.  A  majority  of  the  House,  however,  re- 
solved that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  his 
eondnet.  The  Presidm  of  the  United  States 
isformed  the  House  that  an  inquiry  had  already 
been  granted;  and  it  would  seem  to  me,  indie- 
pendently  of  the  suggestloas  of  the  President,  that 
gentlemen  who  wished  an  inquiry  would  have 

Xed  to  examine  the  law,  and  see  whether  it 
ded  the  remedy  which  tbey  themselves  had 
suggested.  Have  they  done  so?  No.  When 
the  law  is  examined  and  feuod  to  be  defective, 
and  that  witnesses  cannot  be  brought  forward  to 
sup|>ort  the  prosecution,  or  to  exonerate  the  offi- 
cer if  innoceoi,  they  are  off;  they  want  no  more  of 
it ;  they  will  not  touch  it.  I  should  suppose  those 
very  gentlemen  would  vote  for  a  law  to  make  this 
inquiry  ample  and  just;  that  they  would  supply 
the  defect,  more  espeeially  if  they  believe  the  of- 
ficer to  be  guilty.  I  should  think  gentlemen  wonU, 
en  moMT,  come  f<»ward,  and  empower  the  courts' 
to  protecnte  an  inquiry.  When  this  subject  was 
under  discussion  it  was  suggested  that  no  doubt 
the  President  would  do  his  duty.  Consiatcntly 
with  that  language,  gentlemen  ought  now  to  CMne 
forward  and  enable  the  Executive  to  do  justiee. 
Will  they  do  so  ?  No ;  they  wish  the  law  to 
staod  a»  it  is — that  the  great  mass  of  our  citizens 
should  be  excluded  except  they  voluntarily  len- 
der their  services.  Is  it  possible  that  under  eir- 
comstoDcet  of  this  kind,  an  officer  m  trial  oan 


1812 


Oonrfe.  Much,  UOS. 


^ow  his  innocence?  Certainly  not ;  it  has  be- 
come necessary  to  pass  this  law  to  ^et  the  ob- 
ject gentlemen  had  so  ranch  at  heart  at  an  nily 
periM  in  the  session,  that  a  certain  high  officer 
might  be  either  coademDed  or  acqnitled.  I  iniit 
considerations  of  this  kind  will  iocile  every  gen- 
tlemen who  voted  for  that  inquiry  to  svppurt  tbw 
bill. 

Mr.  PiTKiM,— It  was  not  my  widi,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, nor  indeed  was  it  my  intealion,  to  have  trou- 
bled ihe  House  with  any  observations  on  the  bill 
before  you.  I  should  have  contented  mysdf  with 
giving  a  silent  vote  vpon  it,  did  it  net  eontsin 
Auch  principles  and  snob  provisions  for  the  par- 
pose  of  cnrrying  those  pnnciples  intoe£fect,as  I 
never  can  consent  to  sanction. 

I  should  not,  however,  have  trespassed  n|wathe 
already  exhausted  patience  of  the  Hoosi^ 
late  stage  of  the  discussion,  did  i  not  view  the 
subject  in  a  light  somewhat  difiemt,  evaa  fnn 
those  who  have  expressed  their  sentiments  in  op- 
position to  the  hill.  U  has  been  staled  by  most  of 
the  tdveeates  for  the  measure,  and  this  stateoeat 
has  not,  to  my  rceelleetion,  been  contradicted,  bat 
it  seems  to  be  admitted  by  its  opponents,  tint  the 
principles  and  nrovisions  of  this  bill  are  stmilar 
to  those  which  nave  been  adopted  in  Onit  Brit- 
ain in  pelaiion  to  courts  martial  aad  eowu  of  «• 
quiry.   I  do  not,  sir,  understand  this  to  be  the 
case.  The  principles  conuined  ia  this  bill,  if  ny 
understanding  of  the  law  of  Great  Britain  is  cor- 
rect, go  much  further  on  tbis  sabjeet,  and  gn* 
much  more  extensive  and  extraOTaioary  P"**" 
to  military  courts  than  has  ever  been  given  wen 
in  that  country.   It  is  well  known  that  in  Bag- 
land  as  well  as  in  tbis  country,  regular  armitsai* 
governed  by  what  is  called  ih«  law  martiaL  nd 
that  this  law  is  enforced  by  means  of  milMT 
eourts,  which  are  of  two  descriptions,  vix:  eeam 
martial  end  courts  o(  inqoiry.  It  is  equally  weU 
known  that  the  erimea,  m  well  «•  the  puni^- 
ments  under  the  martini'  law,  ud  ail  the  pr^^' 
iogs  in  these  military  courts,  are  very  <''*J*J^ 
from  those  under  the  civil  or  lunnieipai  law.  Ana 
no  principle  is  better  established  in  England  (ban 
this— that  these  mlliury  courts  have  no  fioweror 
authority  whatever  over  any  persons  bbi  ihoie 
who  belong  to  the  army,  and  that  they  eaoRol 
compel  sny  person,  in  civil  life,  to  appear  before 
them  to  give  testimony,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
whatever.   An,  however,  it  may  happen,  and  un- 
doubtedly has  happened  in  that  country,  th^ttM* 
not  belonging  to  the  army  may  be  waated^BK 
nesses  in  courts  martial,  the  civil  courts  row* 
have  tent  their  aid,  in  order  to  euble  them  to 
have  the  benefit  of  sneb  testimonv.  The  mode 
of  proceeding  in  ench  eases  I  anoerstud  to  be 
this:  The  judge  advocate  preset « petition  to 
the  eivil  eonrt,  showing  the  neceuicyand  i^ort- 
ance  of  the  attendance  of  a  person  not  betonging 
to  the  army ;  and  if  the  court  are  satisfied  that  hit 
attendance  te  neeessary,  they  will  direct  a  sum- 
mons to  issue  fat  that  purpose.  That  I  sm  not 
incorrect  on  this  point,  I  will  beg  the  indatgenee 
of  ihe  House  while  I  read  a  short  pasnage  from 
'*Aa  Essay  on  MiliUry  irfkw,"a  work  ef  some 
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celebrity,  lately  written  by  Tftter,  an  able  judge 
idToetteia  Great  Britain.  Speaking  "of  the  ao- 
thoritj  of  courts  martial.'^  he  says:  The  civil 

Sver  will  likewise  lend  iu  aid  to  supply  any 
Iciencies  in  the  powers  of  courts  martial, 
'  vbere  the  end  is  the  proper  enforcement  of  mil- 
'itary  discipline  and  jurisdiction.  Thus,  for  ex- 
'imple,  as  militsry  jurisdiction  does  pot  extend 
'toeoforce  the  appearance  of  Witnesses  who  are 
'  in  a  eiril  line  of  life,  or  to  fcoibpel  them  to  give 
'  fteir  aitendanee  is  a  conrt  martial^  (her  wiu,  in 
'easeof  refasal  to  obey  tbe  summons  of  the  judge 
'idToeatej  be  cited  or  subpanaed  for  that  purpose 
'  bjr  tbe  ein'l  magistrate,  on  application  by  peti- 
'twa  from  the  judge  advocate,  setting  forth  the 
'  Dccetsitf  of  the  case,  and  the  importance  of  their 
'  lestimaDy  to  elucidate  the  matter  to  be  tried." 
Whether  this  mode  of  proceeding  is  established 
an  act  of  Parliament,  or  is  founded  on  ft  sort 
comity  between  tbe  civil  and  military  courts, 
^oes  not  appear  from  (his  writer,  nor  is  it,  indeed, 
aeeosarr  to  determine.  It  shows,  however,  in- 
contestanty,  that  in  England,  from  whom  we  have 
deriTed  many,  if  not  most,  of  our  ideas  of  jari^- 
pradence,  the  military  power  is  completely  sub- 
ordiuie  to  the  civil.  That  even  in  that  country, 
whose  Government  is  monarchical,  and  where, 
fiir  eeatoricBf  there  have  been  rwilar  armies.  th« 
rights  of  citizens  are  so  completely  shielded  from 
loe  contnd  of  the  military  tluit  no  one,  except  b« 
belong  to  tbe  army,  can  be  called  before  a  court 
martial  even  for  the  purpose  of  giving  testimony, 
Int  by  tbe  consent  of  the  civil  court,  and  that 

y«  ihe  bumble  supplication  and  address  of  one 
its  officers;  and  ihu  conseol  is  granted  not  as 
a  matter  of  right  but  of  favor. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  as^  gentlemen  whether  this 
b  the  ease,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  bill 
Dim  yonr  table  ?   The  first  section  says :  "  That 
'mererycase  when  the  attendance  of  any  per- 
'soDjDotin  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
'  Doiied  States,  shall  be  necessary  a.i  a  witness 
'  before  a  military  or  naval  court  martial  or  court 
'ofinqairy,  and  who  shall  reside  at  a  greater  dis- 
'  ttaee  ihaa  one  handred  miles  from  the  place 
'  «toe  the  eoart  martial  or  court  of  inquiry  shall 
'  be  holden,a  anmtBODs  may  be  issued  out  of  any 
'  eoBTt  of  the  Uoited  States,  ind  the  clerk  of  any 
'  saeh  eoart  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriispd 
'  and  reqaired,  upon  due  ai^Ueation,  in  writing, 
^  by  the  jadce  advocate,  or  party  officiating  as 
saeb,oc  by  the  partv  accused,  to  issue  such  sura- 
nioDs,  reqairing  such  witness  to  appear  and  give 
' « idence  before  such  court  martial  or  court  of 
'isqairy,"  &c.    Who  is  to  judge  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  the  attendance  of  a  witness?   The  judge 
Mvoetie,  an  officer  of  the  court  martial,  or  th0 
party  aceased.   To  whom  is  the  application  to 
pe  mtde)  Not  to  the  court  or  any  one  of  the 
J^^^  bat  to  tbe  clerk.   On  such  application 
there  is  ao  discretion  left  with  him— he  is  not 
aathotized.  but  required,  to  issue  a  summons. 
I  Buebt  be  wilHsg  to  go  as  nr  as  they  have  gone 
SagfaiBd  on  this  subject,  and  in  a  eonntry 
%nere  civil  liberty  is  regarded  with  a  much  more 
JMiOBs  eye  than  there.  Tbia,  1  think,  wilt  be  go- 
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ing  for  enough  ;  but  I  never  can  or  will  consent 
that  an  officer  of  a  military  conrt  shall  have  it  in 
his  power  to  enter  the  sacred  walls  of  our  civil 
courts,  and  there  order  one  of  its  clerks  to  issue 
a  summons  for  witnesses  to  appear  before  a  mili- 
tary tribunal.  This  is  rendering  tbe  civil  power 
subordinate  to  the  militarv — it  is  making  your 
civil  courts  the  bumble  tools  and  instruments,  aa 
tbe  ease  may  be,  of  military  despotism.  Sir,  it 
will  be  recollected  that,  by  the  provixion  of  the 
second  section  ofthis  bill,  in  case  one  of  youreit^ 
i2eDB  refuses  to'  obey  the  sammons  thus  ordered 
by  the  judge  advocate,  or,  when  he  has  appeared 
before  the  court  martial,  shall  depart  "without 
'  leave  of  the  court,  before  his  examination  shali 
'  have  been  taken  down  in  writing,  subscribed, 
'  and.eoneluded,"  he  is  liable  to  fine  and  impris- 
onment. > 

If  these  observations  have  any  force,  so  far  as 
they  relate  to  courts  martial,  they  have  much 
more  as  applicable  to  courts  of  inquiry. 

And  here,  sir,  I  cannot  but  observe,  that  by  tbe 
laws  of  England,  courts  of  this  descrfptton,  so  far 
from  having  the  extraordinary  powers  given  them 
by  this  bill,  (if  the  author  I  have  quoted  is  to  be 
credited,)  have  not  in  fact  any  power  whatever  to 
procure  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  or  even  to  ex- 
amine them  on  oath.  I  beg  leave  to  asl^  in  what 
manner  courts  of  inquiry  are  instituted,  and  for 
^hat  purpose?  In  Great  Britain,  they  are  insti- 
tuted solely  by  some  superior  officer ;  by  tbe  Rules 
and  Articles  of  War,  in  this  country,  they  are 
instituted  either  by  the  President  of  tne  United 
States,  or,  when  demanded,  by  the  party  accused. 
The  object  of  these  courts  is  merely  to  enable  the 
superior  officer  to  form  a  more  correct  judgment 
as  to  the  propriety  of  calling  a  court  martial  Their 
judgment  or  opinion  is  not  binding  or  conclasive 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  and  the  facts  which 
they  may  find  are  in  no  case  conclusive  on  tbe 
court  martial. 

Can  it  he  necessary,  sir,  that  courts  of  this 
description  should  be  vested  with  such  extensive 
powers  as  are  given  to  them  by  this  bill  1  Bvery 
officer  accusea  has  a  nght,  by  the  Articles  of  War, 
to  have  a  court  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  his  conduct;  and,  when  thus  invtituted, 
tbe  party  himself  has  power,  by  the  bill  before  us, 
to  send  for  persons,  and  also  for  all  public  papers 
which  mfiy  have  relation  to  the  subject,  and  to' 
have  them  produced  before  this  court.  I  can  never 
agree  to  this  principle.  When  I  say  this,  I  trust 
no  gentleman  will  believe  that  any  observation 
of  mine  can  have  any  reference  to  the  particular 
ease  which  has  given  rise  to  this  bill,  and  which, 
in  the  course  of  the  debate,  has  been  so  often 
alluded  to.  With  the  present  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  our  Army,  I  have  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance. I  can  have  no  wish  that  he  should  not  be 
able  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  charges  which 
have  been  made  against  his  character ;  but  I  can- 
not conceive  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  am  be 
necessary  fn-  that  purpose.  And  I  have  no  besi- 
taiion  in  saying  that  no  particular  case  can  be 
stated  which  would  induce  me  to  vest  military 
eourts  of  inquiry  with  such  extensive  potters. 
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But,  sir,  if  the  bill  b  defeatiTe  in  ito  priDciples, 
it  is  equally  so  in  soroe  of  its  provisufDs  for  earrjr- 
ine  those  principles  into  eflect. 

By  the  fourth  section,  in  all  cases  before  such 
courts,  even  when  the  punishmebt  of  the  offender 
extenas  to  life^  the  depositions  of  witnesses  may 
be  read  in  evidence,  when  they  live  more  than 
one  hundred  miles  from  the  place  of  trial. 

No  rule — I  ought  perhaps  to  say  no  principle — 
ia  our  criminal  code  is  better  known  and  estab- 
lished than  this:  that  in  all  trials  of  a  crimiaal 
nature  the  accused  has  a  right  to  be  confronted 
with  the  witnesses  brouffhi  s^aitist  him.  ^he 
same  rule,  I  understand,  nas  hitherto  been  held 
aecred  in  military  courts.  Depositions  have  never 
been  permitted  to  be  read  in  courts  of  a  crimloal 
jurisdiction.  I  can  see  do  good  reason  why  this 
principle,  hitherto  deemed  so  important  to  the  due 
administration  of  criminal  Jusuce,  should  be  de- 
parted from. 

Permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  lo 
the  third  section  of  the  bill.  It  contains  a  provi- 
sion, to  my  mind,  particularly  objectionable.  It 
will  be  recollected,  that  the  first  section  provides, 
thot,  upon  good  and  "sufficient  cause  shown,  ver- 

*  ified  by  alEdavit,  before  any  judge  of  any  court  of 
'  the  United  States,  a  subpana  auca  tecum  may 
'  be  issued  by  the  clerk  ot  such  court,  for  public 

*  I»pers,  documents,  or  records and  that,  by  the 
third  section,  when  the  witness  lives  more  than 
twenty-five  miles  from  the  court,  his  deposition 
may  be  taken  before  certain  State  judges,  or  be- 
fore a  judge  of  any  court  of  the  United  States^  or 
three  or  more  of  five  comoiissiooers,  tobe  appoint- 
ed by  a  judge ;  and  then  follows  the  objectionable 
clause :  '*  And  summons  shall  issue  for  witnesses, 
'.before  every  such  judge  or  such  commissioners, 
'  for  the  purpose  of  giving  their  depositions,  ana 
'  producing  papers,  documents,  and  records,  in  like 
'  manner  as  is  hereinbefore  prescribed  for  sum- 
'  moning witnesses beforecourtsmartialandcourts 
'  of  inquiry." 

Let  me  ask  any  {(eutleman  in  this  House,  who 
is  acquainted  with  judicial  proceedings,  whether 
he  ever  before  heard  of  commissioners,  appointed  . 
to  take  depositions,  being  rested  with  power  to 
aeod  for  public  papers  and  documents  to  be  brought 
before  them  7  Jo  me,  the  idea  is  truly  novel. 
But  let  us  suppose  these  public  papers  and  docn- 
ments  are  produced  before  these  commissioners, 
or  before  the  judge  who  is  requested  to  take  the 
depobiiions — what  is  to  be  done  with  them  ?  Are 
they  to  be  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
missioners? and,  if  so.  in  what  manner  are  they 
to  be  sent  forward  lo  these  military  courts?  Are 
they  to  be  sealed  up,  with  the  deposition  of  the 
keeper  of  the  records  and  papers,  and  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  person  applying  for  them;  or  must 
the  commissioners  themselves  deliver  them  to  the 
court,  or  send  them  by  the  mail?  And  if  they 
should  ever  reach  the  court,  in  what  manner  are 
they  lo  be  returned  to  the  person  who  by  law  has 
been  intrusted  with  the  safe-keeping  of  them? 
These  are  questions,  sir,  which  I  should  wish  to 
have  satisfactorily  answered,  before  I  can  agree 
to  this  section  of  the  bilL 


On  this  subject  I  will  hazard  an  opinion,  with* 
onl  fear  of  contradiction.  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  any  civil  court  to  take  any  public  papers,  doc- 
uments, or  records,  from  the  possession  of  the  pe^ 
son  who  is,  by  law,  intrusted  with  them.  The 
subpoena  diicea  tecum  never  has.  it  never  can  ga 
further  than  to  direct  the  witness  summoned  to 
bring  with  him  certain  public  papers  in  his  pos- 
session. When  the  papers  are  produced  before 
the  court,  the  court  then  decides  as  to  their  rele- 
vaucy  to  the  matter  in  issue,  and  may  direct  that 
they  oe  read  in  evidence ;  thejr  are  never  takai 
from  the  possession  of  the  witness.  For  what 
purpose  are  these  public  papers  to  be  produced 
nefore  these  Commissioners?  Not  certainly  to 
be  read  for  their. benefit;  but  that,  through  them, 
they  may  be  had  on  the  trial  before  the  court  mir- 
tial.  ir,  then,  this  bill  passes,  all  the  public  pa- 
pers of  your  country  are  placed  in  the  power  and 
under  the  control  of  your  military  tribunals.  It 
is  only  for  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Army,  and 
who  may  perhaps  be  disaffected  with  your  Qor- 
ernment,  to  institute  a  court  of  inquiry  at  one  of 
your  garriiions,  say  at  Detroit,  Michilimackinac, 
or  New  Orleans.  Commissioners  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  depositions  at  the  seat  of  Qorem- 
ment.  What  is  the  consequence?  All  the  papers 
of  this  House  in  the  possession  of  our  Clerk}  aU 
the  papers  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Sute; 
the  most  important  State  papers,  such  as  the  offi- 
cial correspondence  between  the  Executive  and 
the  various  officers  of  the  Qovernment,  msy  be 
produced  before  these  Commissioners^  and,  by 
them,  in  some  way,  conveyed  to  your  disunt  gar- 
risons. 

On  the  other  hand,  suppose  a  court  of  inquiry^ 
as  is  now  in  fact  the  case,  is  called  at  the  seatot 
Qovernment;  Commissioners  may  be  appointed 
at  New  Orleans,  and  all  the  pumic  jnpers,  not 
only  of  the  present,  but  of  the  ancient  Qovernmeni 
of  that  Territory,  are  liable  to  be  taken  from  the 
places  of  their  deposit,  and  placed  in  the  power 
of  the  party  calling  the  court,  or  in  the  power  of 
the  court  iiself;  and  if  this  may  be  done  in  one 
case,  it  may  be  done  in  all. 

The  mode  of  enforcing  the  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses, is  also  liable  to  many  objections,  and  will 
be  attended  with  many,  if  not  insuperable  difficul- 
ties. By  the  second  section,  if  any  witness  thns 
ordered  before  the  court  fails  to  appear,  or  having 
appeared,  departs  without  leave  of  the  court,  be 
is  liable  to  the  same  penalties,  and  to  be  proceeded 
with  in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law 
in  cases  of  similar  defaults,  when  summoned  ia 
civil  causes,  in  the  State  where  he  resides. 

.In  what  manner  do  courts  pruceed  against  wit- 
nesses in  civil  causes?  fn  most,  if  not  in  all  the 
States,  the' usual  mode  is,  in  case  of  the  non- 
appearance of  witnesses,  to  issue  a  capias  ad  tei' 
Uficandum.  as  it  is  called,  by  which  he  is  taken 
and  brought  into  court. by  an  officer.  Thecapias 
always  Issues  from  the  court  before  whom  the 
cause  is  pending,  and  who  have  complete  contrd 
not  only  over  tbe  subject  in  dispute,  but  also  over 
tbe  witness.  Tber  maj,  also,  in  certain  caseS| 
fine  and  imprison  the  witness.  But  let  na  exam- 
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iuwbtt  must  be  the  proceediogs  under  the  ^ec- 
ondteeiioo  of  this  bill.   Suppose  a  citizeD  of  Vir- 
gioii  is,  by  direction  of  the  judge  advocate,  sum* 
nuued  to  appear  before  a  military  court  aiitiag  ia 
tke  Dbtriet  of  Columbia^  as  a  witness,  aud  he 
Atb  to  appear.  Application  must  be  made  to  a 
eoorlof  toe  United  States  in  Virginia  for  a  ea* 
piasioapprebeod  him  and  briog  him  before  the 
UDiled  Slates  Court ;  and,  on  the  certificate  of 
thf  president  of  such  military  court,  and  of  the 
jodge  adroGate,  such  a  writ  will  issue  of  course, 
nbai  is  to  be  doue  with  this  citizen  b]f  the  court 
in  Virginia  1   It  would  seem  that  the  bill  contem- 
^(es  he  shot^d  either  be  fined,  imprisoned,  or 
lent  to  the  military  court^  where  his  testimony  is 
wanted.  It  is  very  questionable,  indeed,  whether 
the  coart  would  have  any  power  to  fine  and  im- 
prison a  person  under  these  circumstances.  For 
what  is  oe  to  be  fined  and  imprisoned?   For  a 
eontemptof  the  court  in  Virginia?   No,  for  he 
Iiu  been  guilty  of  none.   It  must  be  for  contempt 
towards  the  military  court;  and  where  is  the 
Bute,  let  me  ask,  by  whose  laws  a  person  can  be 
fined  iD^  imprisffiied  by  one  court  for  any  cod- 
tcnpt  committed  towards  another  court?  Can 
the  court  order  kim  to  be  transported  out  of  the 
Slate  of  Tirflinia  by  their  marshal,  and  brought 
before  the  military  court  in  this  city  7  Certainly 
aoij  they  have  no  power  to  do  this.   If.  then,  the 
law  is  to  have  the  effect  of  compelling  toe  attend- 
ance of  the  citizen  before  this  military  tribunal, 
he  is  10  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  officers 
appointed  to  execute  the  orders  of  tbii  military 
cogrt,  and  be  by  them  transported  to  the  place  of 
uitl.  And  who  are  the  sherifis  and  deputy  sberiSs 
of  a  court  martial  ?   They  are  a  sergeant  and  a 
file  of  men,  armed,  not  with  slaves,  the  emblems 
t^  civil  power,  but  guns  and  bayonets,  the  en- 
ngni  of  military  despotism.   I  had  hoped  that  the 
tiiiKvoold  never  come  when  the  citizens  of  the 
Ufliied  States  might  be  thus  subjected  lo  military 
piwer.  Bat  if  the  principles  and  provisions  of 
ihu  bill  are  to  be  adopted,  and  carried  into  execu- 
tios,  i  much  fear  that  time  may  sooo'fcrrive.  For 
uitse  reasons  I  shall  give  the  bill  my  decided 
oentive. 

Ur.  NicuoLAa  said,  that  the  gentlemau  from 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pitkin,)  whom  he  bad  heard 
vith  great  pleasure,  admitted  that  the  power  to 
comp^  the  attendaace  of  witnesses  before  courts 
marital  should  exist  under  the  limitation  he  pro- 
POKd;  bat  asserted  that  there  should  not  be  com- 
polsorjr  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of  wit- 
Hues  before  a  court  of  inquiry.  1  cannot  see  a 
for  the  distiaction.  The  only  argument 
^  leniteman  made  use  of  was,  that  there  is  not 
^■VoUoty  process  in  England  in  cases  of  couru 
uqairy.  1  have  before  me  the  book  to  which 
we  geuleman  referred ;  it  fa  therein  stated,  that 
^  the  meniben  of  a  court  of  inquiry  artf  not  sworn 
, "  'boK  of  a  court  martial ;  nor  do  the  witnesses 

eiamined  give  their  evidence  upon  oath.**  Be- 
Mose  that  is  the  practice  in  England  I  presume 
the  gentleman  would  not  wish  to  introduce  it 
here.  There  ii  as  much  reason  why  the  judges 
ud  witaessrs  should  be  tw(»n  io  oae  court  as  in 


the  other.  lo  this  opinion  Tytler  concurs.  In 
page  358  be  says:  "It  is,  however,-a  subject  wor- 
'  thy  of  consideration,  whether  it  were  not  belter 
'  that  this  tribunal,  to  order  that  it  might  possess 

*  all  the  power,  and  furnish  all  the  benefits  of  a 

*  grand  jury,  should  be  ooosiituled  under  the  like 
'  bond  of  a  solemn  oath,  and  have  power  of  eom- 
'  pelting  the  attendance  of  witnesMs,  and  receir- 
'  ing  their  testimony  likewise  opon  oath.** 

A  court  of  inquiry  is  in  in  military  jurispru- 
dence what  a  grand  jury  is  in  civil.  Why,  tnei), 
there  should  not  be  the  same  compolsory  procesa 
in  one  case  as  in  the  other,  I  cannot  conceive. 
The  decision  of  a  eoart  of  inquiry  may  have  cod- 
siderable  influence  upon  the  final  trial;  it  will 
certainly  make  an  impression  upon  the  natioo 
that  will  not  easily  be  removed.  Upon  the  report 
of  a  court  of  inquiry,  the  President,  in  many  cases, 
may  dismiss  officers  who  may  be  obnoxious  to 
him  ;  but  whom  he  could  not  dismiss  in  any  other 
way  without  incurring  considerable  censure.  In 
this  way  any  man  may  be  sacrificed,  unless  tbere 
is  a  power  to  compel  the  atteodaoce  of  witnesses. 
So  much  has  been  said  in  support  of  t|ie  bill  that 
very  little  remains  for  me  to  say.  The  necessity 
for  a  law  of  this  kind  must  be  obvious  to  all  who 
believe  it  is  not  ooly  .possible,  but  probable,  that 
military  men  may  be  accused  of  crimes  where  the 
witnesses,  to  exculpate  or  to  convict,  are  not  per- 
sons in  the  military  service  of  tbe  United  States. 
The  mind  of  everv  gentleman  can  suggest  so 
many  cases  where  inis  may  occur,  that  I  will  not 
attempt  to  enumerate  them,  I  will  only  say  that 
charges  of  conspiracy  and  of  corruption  by  a  for- 
eign  Power^  will  most  frequently  rest  upon  evi- 
dence of  this  sort.  If  you  deprive  your  military 
men  of  the  means  of  defence,  you  increase  iheir 
dependence  upon  the  Commander-in-Chief;  you 
give  him  the  power  to  deprive  those  men  of  tibeir 
fives  and  their  honor  whom  he  cannot  bend  to 
hia  purposes.  If  the  bill  upon  your  table  was 
meant  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  or  courts  martial, 
I  would  oppose  it}  but  I  repeat,  what  has  been 
■aid  by  others  over  and  over  again,  that  under  the 
operation  of  this  law^  military  courts  wiH  have 
jurisdictioD  over  precisely  the  same  offences  that 
they  DOW  hare,  and  no  others.  It  does  not  main 
one  man  amenable  to  this  tribunal  who  is  not  so 
at  present.  By  this  bill  the  Government  will  be 
enabled  to  use  auch  evideoee  aa  they  can  com- 
mand, whether  poesessed  by  a  citizen  or  a  scJdier, 
ta  briog  military  men  to  puntahmeiit ;  and,  by  it, 
military  and  naval  men  may  avail  themselves  of 
the  testimony  of  citizens  lo  show  their  innooence. 
What  is  the  cause  for  alarm  ?  What  is  the  grownd 
of  the  clamor  that  this  bill  has  excited?  How 
extraordinary  is  it  that  gentlemen  should,  without 
scruple,  confide  to  these  courts  a  power  to  decide 
upon  the  lives  and  honor  of  alt  your  military  and. 
naval  men.  and  refuse  to  trust  a  citizen  in  tbe 
presence  of  this  court  to  be  examined  as  a  witness! 
Can  it  be  possible  you  will  suffer  your  articles  of 
war  to  remain  in  force  one  moment  aAer  decid- 
ing that  these  courts  are  so  lost  to  every  princi- 
ple of  honor  and  intei^rity,  that  you  cannot  trust 
them  to  examine  a  citizen  who  may  be  called 
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upon  as  a  witness?  I  caonot  and  will  not  sus- 
pect aoy  mea  of  such  a  wanton  abuse  of  power, 
The  members  of  these  courts  will  not  act  upon 
the  respoo.sibilit)r  that  judges  do  in  other  courts. 
If  they  misbehave,  they  wiH  be  subject  to  puoish- 
meot  atid  disgrace. 

How  do  the  arguments  used  by  different  gen- 
tlemen in  opposition  to  the  bill  agree  with  one 
another?  At  one  time  we  are  told  we  are  creat- 
ing a  military  despotism ;  at  another,  that  we  are 
relaxing  discipline  so  much  that  alt  subordination 
will  be  destroyed.  Can  both  these  be  true?  At 
one  time  we  »te  told  we  must  not  summon  wit* 
nesseii,  and  alarming  representations  are  made  of 
the  iDconreoienees  to  which  they  would  be  aab- 
jeci  by  such  a  law ;  and,  at  the  next  moment,  that 
depositions  should  never  be  read  in  such  cases, 
but  that  witnesses  ouaht  to  be  examined  in  open 
court.  An  objecliqp  lifts  been  urged  and  pressed 
with  great  earnestness,  that  this  bill  blends  mili- 
tary and  civil  powers,  and  destroys  the  subser- 
vience of  the  miliury  to  the  civil  power.  Is  that 
the  fact?  On  the  contrary,  this  bill,  in  my  judg- 
ment, assy ts  and  maintains  the  supremacy  of  the 
civil  power,  in  the  strongest  possible  manner,  in- 
asmuch as  the  military  are  neither  trusted  with 
the  power  to  summon  witnesses,  nor  to  puni&h 
them  for  disobedience.  To  do  either,  they  must 
apply  to  the  civil  power.  The  civil  power,  we 
are  told  is  made  the  mere  executioner  of  the  sen- 
tence of  the  military  court.  This  is  not  the  case; 
so  far  from  it,  that  a  perfect  discretion  is  vested 
in  the  civil  authority ;  the  same  as  it  would  have 
if  the  wituess  had  been  summoned  to  attend  such 
civil  court.  By  the  hill  you  say  the  certificate  of 
the  marshal  shall  be  sumcient  evidence  that  the 
process  was  executed ;  and  that  the  certificate  on 
oath  of  the  president  and  judge  advocate — shall 
do  what?  Subject  the  citizen  to  punishment? 
No.  It  shall  establish  the  single  lact  that  the 
person  summoiwd  disobeyed  the  summons.  You 
uke  the  certificate  of  the  marshal  that  the  sum- 
mons was  issued,  and  will  you  give  less  credit  to 
the  certificate  on  oath  of  a  president  and  judge 
advocate  to  the  fact  of  the  witness  having  diso- 
beyed the  summons?  In  case  of  default,  the  civil 
court  and  not  the  military  will  judge,  and  punish, 
or  acquit  at  iu  discretion.  Bear  the  words  of  the 
law: 

"The  nrtonioftbemsnhal  certifying  the  service  of  ■ 
sncb  sanmoBs.  and  the  certificate  on  oath  of  the-  presi- 
dent of  any  sndi  ooort  mattial  or  court  of  inquiry,  and 
of  the  jadge  advocate  er  peisoii  ofidating  as  rach, 
■tating  ia  what  fN^ect  soch  •nnnens  mi^  Jiava  bsea 
disi^ysd,  which  oertifiaate  shall  have  been  entered  of 
raoord  in  the  proceedings  of  such  court  martiai^  at  the 
timfl  of  sQch  select  or  diK^tence,  stiaU  be  adinitted 
.as  evidence  of  such  deftult  in  such  witness  ss  afore- 
said: Proeided,  nevertheUtt,  Thst  in  case  such  wit- 
ness shall  satisfy  the  court  before  whom  such  proceed- 
ings against  such  witness  shall  be  had  as  aforesaid, 
that  the  defsnlt  imputed  to  him  was  produced  by  sick- 
ness or  other  inevitable  impedimenta,  and  was  not  an 
act  of  contempt  or  wiUul  distrtwdieiue,  such  witness 
shall  be  forthwith  discharged  from  any  fiuther  proceed- 
logs  therenpon  in  said  court" 
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The  case  that  has  been  so  oAen  referred  to  a 
the  course  of  this  debate,  proves,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  the  necessity  for  such  a  law.  A  genile- 
man  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales  is  accused 
of  being  concerned  in  a  conspiracy  for  a  sever- 
ance of  the  Union,  and  of  having  corrupdy  re- 
ceived money  from  a  foreign  Governmeoi.  The 
public  good  requires  that  such  charges  shoold  be 
inquired  intoj  if  they  are  well  founded,  the  pa- 
son  guilty  should  he  punished  as  he  merits,  aid 
consigned  to  infamy.  If  he  is  innocent,  faesboald 
have  an  opportunity  of  clearing  his  repotatioi. 
It  appears  from  everything  that  wa  have  sen  ot 
heard,  that  a  resort  to  persons  nqt  in  the  mililirv 
service,  for  eridenee  in  this  ease,  n  necessary  beta 
for  the  prosecution  and  defence.  If  it  be  neeei- 
sary  in  this  case,  others  may  occur  in  which  it 
will  be  equally  so  j  and  I  will  venture  to  [wedic^ 
that  such  provisions  as  this  will  be  foand  neces- 
sary in  every  case  of  conspiracy  or  corruption  br 
a  foreign  Power.  I  have  attended  to  this  m 
throughout  alt  its  stages;  so  far  from  belierias 
that  under  it  oppression  can  be  practised,  I  un 
convinced  it  is  essential  to  the  public  weal,  and 
to  the  security  of  the  indiTtdual,  that  it  sbodd 
pass, 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  that  after  the  very  able 
and  learned  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, (Mr.  Pitkin,)  who  certainly  had  proven 
to  his  entire  satisfaction  that  be  was  the  only 
person  of  those  who  had  spoken  upon  thissnb- 
jectjthat  possessed  anything  likeacorrectknowl- 
edge  of  that  law,  which  had  been  said  to  be  the 
model  of  the  one  which  it  appeared  they  were 
DOW  about  to  enact — he  almost  felt  ashamed  at 
again  obtruding  himself  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House;  and  he  did  feel  most  thoroughly  asbamed 
for  the  framers  of  the  bill  in  question.  1  do  blush, 
said  he,  for  the  gentlemen  who  have  brought  t 
bill  into  this  House,  modelled,  as  they  say,  upon 
the  British  law,  who  have  been  proven,  to  mj 
unlearned  Judgment,  (for  really,  sir,  I  stand  ass 
juror  betwixt  them  and  thegeniteman  from  Con* 
necticut,Wiot  only  ignorant  of  the  law  of  Bog* 
land— surely  a  very  pardonable  fault,  if  they  hw 
not  pretended  to  unaetstand  it — but  equally  on- 
informed  with  respect  to  the  law  of  their  own 
country,  and  with  respect  to  the  operation  of  thi' 
instrument,  which,  after  soccessire  recommit- 
ments, they  have  presented  to  the  House.  If  I 
were  friendly  to  the  priociple  of  the  bill,  I  sbonid 
have  arisen  immediately  after  the  gentjeman  froin 
Connecticut  bad  resumed  his  seat,  and  moved  its 
recommtimeDt,  in  the  hope  that  the  Comraitice 
would  not  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  the  exten- 
sive knowledge  which,  with  so  much  credit  to 
himself,  he  has  displayed  upon  this  occasion.  Foi 
myself,  I  have  not  the  same  cause  to  blush  at  the 
scantiness  of  my  information  on  the  subject  In 
the  first  place,  I  am  not  a  jirofessional  man;  nei- 
ther was  it  a  matter  committed  by  the  House  to 
my  especial  care,  and  on  which  it  was  my  peco- 
liar  and  hounden  duty  to  make  myself  acquainted; 
and  for  another  reason ;  because,  finding  in  the 
first  section  a  principle  so  totally  abhorrent  tony 
I  mind  that  no  inducement  whatever  could  hire 
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bnaght  me  toraoctioa  it,  I  passed  orer  the  re-  judge,  and  m  tothe  authority  of «ach,bj  the  certificate 


msiMer  of  the  bill  to  rather  a  hurried  way  ;  for 
it  will  be  remembered  that  tbe  printed  copy,  as 
ancBded,  was  not  laid  oa  our  tablt>s  uotil  yester- 
diy  fflOTBiDg,  when  we  we  were  called  to  rote  on 
dttloal  passage  of  the  biU.  I  therefore  did  not 
■eratiDae  its  deiiib. 

I  hare  (koagbt  these  pre&tory  rettiBrfa  proper, 
beeawe,  as  a  member  of  this  Hoase^  I  feel  obliged 
l»(he  ^BllemaQ  from  Coonecticiit  for  having 
nafe  himself  master  of  this  subject,  aud  for  the 
li^t  which  he  hu  diffused  upoa  itj  and  in- 
stead of  atteoding  to  other  affairs,  geatleraen  bad 
atteuded  to  bis  amomeDt,  we  should  hare  had  the 
benefit  of  that,  for  which  this  body  was  inMi- 
tate4,  but  which  is  seldom  experienced  within  our 
will^ihc  benefit  of  deliberation  and  discussion. 
For  when  the  members  of  tbe  House  are  busily 
engaged  ineountiog  money,  signing  receipts,  read- 
ing newspapers,  writing  letters,  and  foldmg  pam- 
phlets, (I  pretend  to  no  personal  and  exclusive  ex- 
emption,) it  is  impossible  that  they  can  enjoy  the 
boHfit  of  discassioD :  in  fact,  persons  so  employed 
enstittte  anything  rather  tun  a  delibemtive  as- 
■enUj.  But  if  time  had  permitted  an  attentive 
cnmiMiioa  of  the  bill,  ignorsot  a»  1  profess  my- 
■elf,  till  DOW,  to  have  been  of  the  law  on  this  sob- 
jeet,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  even  my  purblind 
eyes  would  have  discovered  defects  which  I  am 
•sUmished  should  have  escaped  any  man.  I  may 
bentsiaken — the  defect  msv  be  in  my  own  dul- 
ansof  apprebeosioa — but  there  are  sentences  in 
tbis  bill,  which,  to  my  mind,  convey  no  ouire  idea, 
BO  proposition  more  defiotte,  than  so  many  words 
tuibled  by  chaoce  out  of  a  dice  box — sentences 
which  one  would  suppose  must  have  beea  writ- 
ten by  the  celebrated  Mr.  Allncrip,  a  special  attor- 
ney, who,  himself,  tells  us  that  he  could  read  three 
skusofpBrehmeot  without  once  drawing  breath. 
It  any  oe  from  defect  of  compreheasion ;  but  I 
will  rtad  one  proviso,  as  distinctly  as  I  can,  «nd 
a^ml  to  tbe  minds  of  (hose  who  use  wwds,  at' 
taAmftigrd/ieation  to  ^em,  whether  any  precise 
BMung  can  be  extracted  from  it. 

"  And  ni'Bwrfsrf,  abo.  That  no  such  depositien  shall 
bs  lead  u  evidenoe,  tulass  reasonalile  notice  of  the 
ttBsand  plasB  of  taUnglfao  same  be  given  to  tbe  ad- 
wss  pai^,  by  the  par^  at  whose  instance  the  same 
taty  ht  tdbsn,  noir  Unless  the  witness  shall  reside^  as 
well  St  the  time  of  taking  the  deposition  as  of  ofiaring  the 

MM  IB  evidenoe,  at  a  greater  distance  than  milea 

Ann  tie  place  of  holding  each  court  martial  or  court 
<f  inqniiy,  or  the  same  shall  have  been  taken  by  con- 
stat of  panics  as  aforesaid ;  nor  if  tbe  mne  be  taken 
Wfim  Cotnmisuooen  as  aforesaid,  onless  the  par^  at 
^■hoie  instance  such  commission  may  be  Issued,  Aall 
^«*c  giien  reasonable  notice  to  the  adverse  psrty,  of 
du  liiae  and  place  of  ap|>lytng  for  such  commission, 
*aA  of  the  name  and  residence  of  the  judge  to  whom 
sneb  ap^ication  may  be  made ;  nor  onless  such  com- 
■aimon  bedoly  nsued  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such 
Jndga^  and  attested  and  countersigned  by  the  clerk  of 
the  ooart  to  which  aoch  judge  may  belong,  with  tbe  seal 
«f  the  eooit  annexed.  And  the  probate  or  eeittficale 
tnniaad  to  all  audi  depositions  bf  the  Tenitorial  or 
fltatojad^,  before  whom  thesamemay  be  taken,  may 
bs  aathswiealed  as  to  its  being  verilj  tbe  act  of  su(» 


of  the  clerk,  under  the  seal  of  the  court  to  which  such 
judge  may  belong." 

Surely  the  words  composing  tbis  clause  con- 
vey DO  specific  meaning  to  the  mind — it  is  heathen 
Greek — and  as  a  rule  of  action  (which  every  law 
purports  to  be)  for  me,  it  might  as  well  be  inscribed 
ID  Chaldean  characters. 

I  forgot  to  state,  as  I  intended  when  I  rose,  that 
tbe  cirimmstancej  which  indoced  me  to  overcome 
the  sense  of  Infermrity  inspired  by  the  ailments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  was  my  bar- 
ing omitted  some  points  which  ought  to  hare 
been  pres!>ed,  when  I,  yesterday,  claimed  the  in- 
dulgence of  tbe  House,  and  which  would  have 
been  touched  upon,  if  tbe  difficulty  of  speakiog  in 
this  room,  the  elegant  curtains  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  bad  not  exhausted  my  strength; 
and  further,  that  I  thought  some  of  the  observa- 
liona  of  tbe  gentleman  last  up  entitled  to  notice ; 
entitled,  I  am  compelled  to  say,  not  from  ibetr  in- 
trinsic weight,  but  from  the  weight  of  influence, 
in  this  Hoos^  of  the  person  from  whom'  they 
felL 

Br  a  most  unfortuDate  analogy,  the  gentleman 
has  likened  courts  of  inquiry  to  grand  juries,  and 
therefore,  he  aay^  it  irreaistibly  follows  that  the 
powers  proposed  19  be  conferred  on  them  are 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  proper  discharge  of 
their  functions.  Hare  grand  juries  the  power 
contained  in  tbis  bill — to  compel  tbe  attendance 
of  distant  witnesses,  to  issue  oommissioos  through- 
out the  United  Slates,  to  take  depositions,  upon 
which  their  presentments  may  be  founded  1  How 
long  since  they  acquired  it?  But  to  pursue  this 
analogy :  the  only  party  heard,  through  his  wit- 
nesses, before  a  grand  jury,  is  the  prosecutor.  The 
party  accused  is  completely  precluded  from  hav- 
ing a  siogle  witness  examined  in  bis  behalf,  al- 
though tbe  finding  of  a  grand  jury  may  have  an 
effect  on  the  reputation  and  life  of  the  accused,  as 
prejudicial  as  toe  decision  of  a  military  eourt  of 
inquirv  can  prove  to  the  party  arraigned  before 
it.  The  proceediogs  before  the  grand  jury  be- 
ing, then,  altogether  e£  parte,  by  toe  gentleman's 
own  principle,  that  part  of  the  bill  which  relates 
to  courts  of  inquiry  is  totally  ioadmissibte  ;  ex- 
cept, indeed^  he  would  assimilate  our  civil  insti- 
tutions to  this  famous  bill— except  be  wishes  onr 
free  system  of  jurisprudence  to  be  ripped  up  from 
its  very  foundations,  and  reduced  to  the  standard 
of  this  inimitable  model ;  unless  that  be  contend- 
ed for,  the  gentleman  must  give  up  one  of  the 
most  important  provisions,  I  may  say,  the  vital 
principle  of  this  bill — the  provision  which  ena- 
bles tbe  indicted  party  to  compel  tbe  attendance 
of  witnesses  in  his  behalf,  before  this  new  mili' 
tary  grand  jury — without  which  all  his  soliciinde 
for  the  bill  would  soon  be  at  an  end.  So  much 
for  this  unlucky  aoalf^. 

You  are  told,  sir,  with  a  most  imposing  solem* 
nity  of  voice  and  countenance,  that  this  hill  does 
not  enlarge  tbe  powers  of  courts  martial.  Do  yon 
waot  proof?  Ipte  c2urtf— that  gentleman  says  so ; 
and  surely  you  will  not  be  so  unreasonable  as  to 
doobt  his  word.  I  am  more  sensible  of  the  we^ht 
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of  the  mere  $ayao  of  tbe  person  who  uttered  this, 
ftod  equally  sensible  of  the  little  weight  that  my 
opiaioD  would  hare  in  this  House,  opposed  to  his 
naked  assertion,  for  the  gentlemao  did  not  con- 
descend to  tell  us  how  the  bill  does  Dot  enlarge  the 
pojrers  of  military  eoarts.  Yet,  I  arer  that  it  doe$. 
And  as  I  feet  myself  under  the  necessity  (from 
which  that  geoileman  is  happily  exempt)  of  sup- 
porting my  opinions  in  this  House  by  retuon,  (or 
perhaps  as  the  gentleman  wonld  chouse  rather  to 
style  It,  by  ^cfamor,")  I  will  proceed  to  state  why. 
I  am  extremely  happy,  if  the  epithet  was  intended 
for  me,  that  I  am  able  to  clamor  loud  enough  to 
be  heard  in  this  spacious  Hall,  when  I  say  that 
this  bill  does  increase  the  power  of  the  military 
court,  inasmuch  as  it  subjeds  to  its  commands  the 
person  of  the  citizen,  heretofore  exempt  from  them, 
by  giring  the  iDililary  authority  not  merely  the 
aid  of  the  civil,  but  committing  the  civil  author- 
ity, as  it  were,  into  its  custody.  The  civil  author- 
ity is  the  mere  puppet  of  the  military  court  in 
bringing  the  witness  before  it ;  and  this  was  one 
of  my  principal  objections  to  the  bill  yesterday- 
one  which  has  uoae  been  illustrated  and  enforced 
much  more  ably  than  I  eoald  pretend  to  do  it. 
This  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  express  purpose 
of  providing  for  an  existing  defect  of  power  in  mil- 
itary courts;  and  shall  we  be  told,  by  those  too 
who  have  presented  it  as  a  remedy  (or  that  defect, 
that  it  contains  no  such  remedy — that  it  does  not 
enlarge  their  power !  But  this  clamor  ihat  we  are 
"elaraoring"  against  public  measures, and  against 
this  bill  as  one  of  them,  is  totally  lost  upon  me. 
It  is  not  the  first  time  that  1  have  beard  the  charge 
—not  within  these  walls,  but  within  the  walls  of 
Congress.  I  recollect  the  time— perhaps  the  gen- 
tleman himself  recollects  it;  we  then  satin  Phil- 
adelphia— when,  on  an  occasion  not  unlike  the 
present,  a  learned  gentleman,  who  now  presides 
upsttirs,  in  the  other  House,  (Mr.  Mab8Bai.l,) 
accused  meof*'clamoring"  against  a  bill  that  went 
to  enlaive  the  privileges  of  the  military  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  uf  the  citizen.  It  has  always  been 
the  fashion  with  those    who  feel  power  and  for- 

!:et  right,"  to  speak  of  all  opposition  to  their  un- 
Bwfuf  measures  as  a  mere  popular  catch ;  and  if 
the  gentleman  should  ever  get  out  of  the  major- 
ity, (a  case,  indeed,  hardly  supposable.)  be  will 
find  this  artillery  turned  against  himself;  as  in  a 
fortress  it  is  always  turned,  by  those  who  have 
ffaihed  possession,  against  those  excluded  from  it. 
It  Is  a  coarse  instrument,  which  the  most  clumsy 
may  wield.  But  it  seems  that  these  "  clamors" 
are  at  war  with  each  other,  since  some  oppose  the 
bill  on  this  ground,  some  on  that.  And  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  NioHOi^a)  asks,  how  are-these  con- 
tradictory argetnents  to  be  reconciled  7  I  thought 
that,  although  not  a  very  great  while,  he  had  still 
been  ioog  enough  ia  opposition  to  know  that  it  is 
the  chief  benefit  of  that  unhappy  and  proscribed 
•tale,  that  measures  may  be  opposed  on  differ- 
ent grounds,  whilst  those  who  support  them  must 
do  it  consistently.  I  have  often  heard  it  said 
by  my  worthy  friend,  (Mr.  Macon,)  io  former 
timeb,  when  cauensses  were  upon  the  iBpis,  and 
enforced  by  the  necessity  of  coocerij  *'  There  is  I 
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no  occasoo  for  it— let  each  man  act  upon  bis  own 
ground."  And  yet,  this  alleged  inconsistency  in 
opposition  is  a  reason  for  infening  that  no  oppo- 
sition ought  to  be  made.  It  is  expected,  it  seem^ 
that  those  who  with  sc  little  success  have  attempt* 
ed  to  make  proselytea'from  the  majority,  should 
at  least  convert  each  other.  Suppose  it  done,  the 
result  is  still  the  same.  For  if  one  geatleman 
oppose  the  bill  for  one  reason  and  I  for  another, 
whether  he  embraces  my  opinion  or  I  his,  we  are 
both  still  in  opposition  ;  unless  indeed  the  argo. 
meats  are  so  balanced  as  by  a  sort  of  political  equa- 
tion to  annihilate  each  other,  or,  like  bodies  of 
equal  momentum,  meeting  in  opposite  direclioos, 
both  fall  to  the  ground— thus  leaving  each  party 
without  any  opinion  whatever.  It  is  urged  that 
an  objection  on  the  score  of  accommodation  to 
witnesses  being  removed,  by  reducing  the  sphere 
op  personal  attendance  lo  one  hundred  miles,  op. 
position  should  cease.  But,  from  what  quarter  did 
that  objection  come?  From  a  gentleman  who, 
now  that  he  has  obtained  his  amendment  nay, 
and  probably  will,  support  the  bill.  Certainly  that 
gentleman  has  not  been  so  anteasonable  as  to  cavil 
against  hia  own  proposition.  But  does  it  follow 
that  this  very  amendment,  so  desirable  to  him, 
may  not  be  a  cause  of  exeeptton  to  another? 

Depositions,  it  is  said,  may  be  the  means  of 
saving  the  life  of  an  innocent  man— and  as  ihey 
may  save,  so  also  they  may  take  it  awajr,  and, 
therefore,  we  object  to  them.  The  tone  of  voice 
and  the  expression  of  countenatice  of  a  witness 
is  oftentimes  more  important  than  ihe  naked 
words  which  he  utters.  It  is  for  this  that  the  law 
requires  the  witness  to  be  confronted  with  the 
accused,  and  subjects  him  to  cross-examination. 
But  moreover,  an  artful  and  intriguing  man,  if 
depositions  be  admiitedj  has  an  opportunity  to 
screen  his  guilt,  or  certainly  may  protract  his  trial 
to  any  indefinite  period  of  time. 

Bat  ti  is  said,  tnat  yoa  do  not  pn^wse  to  giva 
the  military,  authority  over  the  person  of  the  citi- 
zento  bring  him  before  them,  in  the  first  instaae^ 
nor  to  pnnish  him  for  disobedience  in  the  aeeond ; 
that  the  process  is  civil,  and  the  panishmeQl  lo  be 
inflicted  by  the  civil  court.  Upon  this  reasoning 
the  most  terrible  and  iafiernal  court  that  ever  ex- 
isted, a  religious  court  martial,  may  be  justified — 
the  Inquisition !  The  holy  fathers  never  imbrae 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  victims ;  not  Ihey. 
Their  monkish  garments  are  never  stained  with 
such  heretical  dye.  They  only  hand  over  the 
wretch  to  the  civil  authority,  and  the  secular  arm 
is  raised  to  inflict  their  merciful  sentence.  Now, 
in  like  manner,  suppose  an  obstinate  witness  hand- 
ed over  by  the  military  to  the  eivil  power,  in  this 
case  the  mere  pandar,  the  cat's-paw  (to  Dse  a 
coarse  but  Strang  illustration)  of  the  eourt  martial 
He  has  stood  mut^  for  iastaoce,  in  their  dread 
presence.  Shall  the  poor  wretch  suffer  the  poa- 
ishment  said  to  have  been  inflieted  in  times  of 
yore  upon  those  who  stood  mole  before  a  civil 
tribunal?  Shall  he  undergo  the  petne  /mie  it 
dure,  with  a  weight  upon  his  breast,  giving  him  to 
drink  of  the  ditehwater  nearest  the  jail,  or  rather 
nntcat  to  the  balberia,  and  there  left  till  be  ex- 
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piieil  This  is  uid  to  hare  been  the  old  commoD 
Jaw  pnciice,  (althoagti  for  the  honor  of  humaQity 
I  hope  it  Derer  was,)  aod  yet  the  old  puoisbmeDt 
ii  mif  more  monstrous  than  tbe  new  eiime.  I 
fcinM,  fiowerer,  that  tbe  eonrts  of  the  United 
StMftwili  be  foood  not  to  possess  it  mere  disora* 
tin  HjpoB  this  subject,  bat  to  be  under  the  obliga- 
liog Ota  solemn  duty  to  refuse  their  aid  ia  carry- 
iu  this  unconstitntioDat  and  tyrannous  law  into 
(fie(,*  aad  I  veotnre  to  say  tnat,  should  it  pas«, 
ipiriu  woald  not  be  wanting  sufficiently  inde- 
pendeot  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of  resisting 
the  cDcroacbment.  It  is  impossible  (whatever 
trgoroent  it  may  be  supposed  to  afford  for  his  im- 
paefameot,  or  removal)  that  any  judge  of  tbe 
United  Slates  can  so  far  prostitute  bis  function 
asdhisMtli,  as  to  punish  a  man  for  contempt — 
HOI  of  bim  nor  of  bis  court  whence  the  process 
aocDioally  issues,  but  of  an  arbitrary  tribunal,  to 
which  tbe  person  of  the  citizen  cannot  be  lawfully 
Mbjeeicd,  but  by  bis  voluntary  consent. 

AnMng  the  vnrious  objections  to  the  details  of 
this  UU  (aad  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  mention 
mtne,  after  what  we  have  benrd)  it  is  not  tbe 
Uaii  with  me,  that  when  a  freeman  is  summoned 
—1  fteeauD,  not  a  slave  who  has  sold  himself  to 
be  iboi  at  for  sixpence  a  day— when  a  freeman  is 
nmiOHMed  before  a  court  of  law,  by  a  stt&ptma 
(fiKM  tecum,  and  gels  iato  that  court,  he  has  not 
merely  the  aid  of  counsel,  but  is  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  court  itself.  He  may  object  to  pro- 
ducing the  paper  in  question,  and  state  his  reasons 
(liNelor,  opoD  which  tbe  court  must  decide;  not 
according  to  its  arbitrary  will,  but  by  fixed,  known 
prjociples  of  law,  and  upon  that  decision,  accu- 
rtlely  reported  by  professional  men,  the  reputa- 
tioD  of  the  judge  is  staked,  not  only  as  a  man  of 
kmiDg  bat  of  integrity.  If  it  be  not  eTidence. 
(vifit  lead  to  criminate  the  posseuor,  the  court  will 
not  eompel  bim  to  produce  it.  But  by  this  bill  a 
>a>ii  goes  {ex  parte)  to  a  judge,  and  satisfies  him 
tbst  yoa  have  some  paper  in  yonr  possession  rela* 
tire  to  tbe  point  in  dispute;  and  apon  his  state- 
■Drat  the  judge  issues  bis  nUipana  aueet  tecum — 
u>  briog  the  paper  before  bis  eoort?  Not  at  all. 
Ii  w  not  ibum  but  ferre.  You  are  not  to  bring 
«it  to  carry — and  fetch  and  carry  at  the  beck  of 
niliiary  despotism.  You  are  to  be  carried  with 
yoar  papers  into  a  court  martial,  where,  without 
the  benrfit  of  cooDsel,  or  law.  your  pockets  may 
be  rumnaged — riiied  of  their  contents,  whether 
crideoee  or  not.  This  is  a  distinction  which  I 
■Mat  to  have  ukpn  yesterday  between  the  mili- 
tiry  subpona  and  the  civil  one}  that  when  you 
(tt  isu)  the  court  martial  yon  are  ruled  by  no 
ITOMptes  of  i^ytf  for  they  are  not  bound  to  know 
*haL  A  mtUtaTT  man  does  not  implicate  his 
ehaiaetv  by  not  having  the  qualifioatwm  neees- 
Mrylof  a  judge^nd  aeeordingly,  tbe  civil  court 
oeeooKt  the  blind  instrnmen^  whereby  papers 
nuy  be  forcibly  extorted  by  the  miliury  tribunal, 
vbicb,  if  tbe  parties  were  in  the  presence  of  the 
etvil  eoor^  it  would  not  suffer  to  he  produced  in 
eridroee.  This  is  not  only  a  supposable  casc^  but 
Bttttiad  will  happeo,  if  there  be  any  efficiency  In 
this  bilL  If,  OD  the  contrary,  it  should  torn  ottt 
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to  be  totally  inefficient,  the  chief  objection  to  it 
will  be  the  precedent — the  principle  which  it  es- 
tablishes. But  I  had  rather  see  it  stifled  in  its 
birth,  than  dying  a  lingering  death  from  inherent 
natural  deftsetj  a  burden  on  onr  statnte  book. 

Bui  we  are  told,  ovct  and  over  ^in,  that  this 
bill  is  for  the  ben^t  of  the  militia.  And  I  think 
one  gentleman  (to  whom  I  really  did  not  pay 
very  strict  attention— as  I  could  not  conceive 
what  relation  the  reports  jwevions  to  the  Pro!-' 
deotial  election,  seven  years  ago,  w  even  the  em- 
bargo itself,  although  a  more  recent  oceurrenee, 
could  bare  tu  this  subject,)  mentioned  some  pro- 
visions in  his  native  State  giving  power  to  courts 
martial.  How  long  is  it  since  tbe  Stale  of  Mary- 
land bad  a  regular  army  t  What  are  State  courts 
martial?  Almost  civil  tribunals,  really  for  the 
benefit  of  the  militia.  But  if  it  were  proved  that 
there  exists  an  extremely  oppressive  regulation  in 
a  particular  State,  even  although  worse  fwhieb  I 
do  not  admit  the  one  cited  to  he)  than  that  con- 
tained in  this  bill,  it  is  no  more  to  the  purpora 
than  that,  becanse  by  the  law  of  South  Carolina 
a  wituss  may,  as  we  are  told,  be  committed  to 
close  jail  if  he  cannot  give  security  for  his  appear- 
anee,  therefore,  this  bill  ought  to  pass }  nor  can  I 
any  more  comprehend  the  argument,  that  becanse 
the  military  code  ought  to  be  intensely  severe  in 
proportion  as  tbe  people  are  free,  therefore^  we 
should  extend  to  the  soldier  the  privileges  of  the 
citizen.  I  can  neither  agree  with  tbe  premises, 
nor  with  the  conclusion.  Of  one  thing  I  am  cer- 
tain, tbat  few  men  (I  was  about  to  have  said  no 
man)  can  agree  to  both. 

But  wheii  our  militia  are  in  actual  service,  bow 
are  courts  martial  to  affect  them?  How  are  they 
to  be  tried?  By  their  friends — by  their  kinsmen— 
by  their  neighbors — by  their  own  (^eers;  I  might 
say,  and  I  do  say,  your  articles  of  war  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanoing^by^  their  eqoab.  For  X 
believe  that  when  the  militia  are  in  actual  serriee 
it  wonld  be  more  than  any  man's  life  is  worth, 
whatever  be  his  rank,  to  attempt  to  govern  them 
by  these  articles  of  war— by  tbe  bloody  scourge, 
which  may  with  impunity  be  whirled  over  the 
heads  of  napless  slaves,  of  beings  who  have 
sold  their  blood  for  halfpence— and  sold  it  wdl 
too — l»se  as  the  metal  given  in  exchange  for  it. 
Tbe  regular  army  consiiits  not  of  men  like  the 
militia,  but  of  the  scouring  of  jails  and  lazarettos, 
not  your  own  merely,  but  of  Europe,  On  this 
subject  I  never  bad  out  one  opinion,  and  I  will 
express  it  as  long  as  it  is  agitated.  This  bill  con- 
cerns tbe  militia!  I  am  myself  a  militiaman  and 
ought  not  to  be  blind  to  my  own  benefit.  Tbe 
militia  have  nothing  to  do  with  it;  it  was  not  in- 
tended for  them— it  is  for  men  of  difierent,  totally 
different  character— men  more  susceptible  of  dis- 
cipline; and  that  perhaps  is  the  reaatm  why,  with 
some,  the  militia  is  not  a  favorite  instrument  of 
defence.  Our  substantial  farmers  and  planters, 
and  their  sturdy  sons,  cannot  be  managed  like 
,  brute  beasts,  cannot  be  driven  by  this  favorite 
discipline — discipline  indeed  with  a  veageanee— 
and  1  vust  in  Ood  they  never  will. 

^  is  a  matter  of  veiy  great  raiiHrise  to  me  that 
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Ihe  fint  Praideat  of  tbe  United  States— it  is  im- 
pomble  to  pus  orer  the  name  of  that  man  with- 
out some  expression  of  respect,  and  yet  it  is  im- 
possiUe  to  express  not  merely  what  we  ought, 
bat  even  what  we  feel — I  say  it  is  a  matter  of 
iurpriae  to  me  that  this  great  aod  good  man,  who 
ao  long  presided  at  the  helm  of  this  OoreromeDt, 
and  in  its  infancy,  the  moat  arduous  period  of  it, 
too;  who  waged  a  bloody  war  on  tne  frontier, 
both  with  militia  and  regulars — for  then  oar  situa- 
tion was  differeat  from  what  it  is  now — we  w«re 
weak  and  the  enemy  was  strong — with  all  his 
honest  prejudices  in  favor  of  military  life  (for  no 
nan  more  highly  respects  the  real  soldier  than  I 
do,  whaterer  I  may  tmok  of  those  who  sell  their 
birthright  of  freedom  for  a  mess  of  pottage — a 
bare  sabsistenee)  with  all  bis  well-rounded  mili- 
tary  partialities,  and  no  man  bad  stronger,  should 
have  eondaeled  this  Goreniment  for  eight  rears, 
and  that  then  it  should  have  fallen  into  the  bands 
of  a  successor,  oTwhom  I  will  say  no  more  than 
that  he  had  a  very  strong  penchant  for  military 
force;  (as  the  books  of  our  Treasury  unfortunately 
will  show)  whether  he  was  calculated  to  figure 
at  the  head  of  an  army,  it  Is  not  necessary  to  say : 
that  during  all  this  time  and  under  such  eircura- 
atances,  it  should  never  have  been  discovered 
until  to-day  that  this  power  was  necessary  to 
courts  martial.  How  happens  it  that  this  great 
truth  has  slept  so  long?  We  waged  a  seven  years' 
active  war  against  Great  Britain,  and  yei  ihis  im- 
portant truth  never  started  into  light  under  a 
Wasbington  or  Montgomery.  It  was  destined  to 
be  ushered  in  ander  far  differeat  auspices.  I  wish 
to  be  understood  as  baviog  no  reference  to  any  of 
the  co-ordinate  auUiorities  about  us.  If  I  were 
disposed  to  take  a  range  in  that  direction,  which 
I  certainly  am  not,  ample  opportoniiy  has  been 
afforded  me  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  who 
has  declared  to  yon  that  the  reputation  of  the 
Executive,  as  well  as  of  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
is  staked  upon  the  trial,  to  which  this  bill  is  in- 
tended to  be  auxiliary.  A  declaration  of  this  sort, 
coming  from  a  different  qaarter,  would  have  met 
with  a  very  different  reception  from  tfais.  then, 
almost  slumbering  assembly.  Made  hy  certain 
gentlemen  it  would  have  roused  a  spini  of  gen- 
eral asperity.  I,  however,  deny  it~I  do  not  be- 
lieve it;  I  will  not  believe  that  the  character  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  depends  upon 
the  trial,  so  often  bandied  about  this  House.  I 
should  be  sorry  that  it  did:  or  rather  1  ought  to 
rcijoice;  for  certainly  no  man*s  reputation  conld 
,  be  in  safer  custody  than  the  repuution  of  the 
President  ia  sacb  a  case  would  be.  It  would  be 
in  Ihe  bands  of  those  who  are  the  breath  of  bis 
noatrils,who  live  and  breathe  and  have  their  very 
edrtcnce  and  bein^  in  the  sonshine  of  his  favor, 
and  over  whose  decisions  be  must  finally  exercise 
etunplete  and  efficient  control. 

Mr.  FiBK  supported  the  hill  and  Mr.  J.  Clay 
opposed  it,  when  the  question  wa^aken  and  the 
bill  passed— yeas  61,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

TiAS— Evan  Alexander,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiel 
Bacon.  David  Bard,  Joee^  Barker.  Bnrwell  Bawett, 
John  Bojle,  WiUiam  A.  Borwell,  WiUtam  Butler,  Jo- 


sarit  Calhonn,  OeMge  W.  Campbdl,  Ridiard  Vnti^ 
John  DawsoBt  Josiafa  Deanc,  JoMph  Dssha,  John  W. 
E<ppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Frwx^- 
lin,  Peteraon  Ooodwyn,  Iisiah  L.  Oreen,  Jcitn  H«tit«r, 
William  Helnu,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  B<n- 
jamin  Howard,  Daniel  Ilaley,  Richard  M.  Johnaos, 
tei  Jonea,  William  Kirkpatriek,  Nebemtah  blight, 
John  Lambert,  John  Lore,  Robert  Marlon,  WiUjaai 
HcCreeiy,  John  MonUomeiy,  Nichelas  R.  Moon,  Jam- 
miah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tbqnai 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilaon  C.  Nicbolai,  Jdm 
Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaaee,  Matthias  Ridiardi. 
Ebeoeiar  Seaver,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jede- 
dtah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Cleia- 
ent  Storer,  John  Taylor,  Geoive  M.  Troup,  Duiel  C. 
Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Imc 
WUbonr,  Aleiander  Wilson,  and  Jamas  Witherdl. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston.  William  BUckledfs. 
Thomas  Blount,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martio  («• 
tendon,  Joseph  Clay,  Matthnr  Clay,  George  Cliiitoa, 
jr.,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  Sua- 
nel  W,  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jtuiior,  Daniel  M  Dw 
ell.  Junes  BUiot,  William  Ely.  Frands  Gsnfawr,  Ed* 
win  Gray,  John  Harris.  William  Hoge.  Robert  JenUat, 
James  Kelly,  Jose[A  Lewis,  jon.,  Edward  St.  Loa  Li«- 
ermore,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Josiah  Maatera,  William  Mihior,  Daniel  Mont- 
gomery, jun..  Thomaa  Moore,  Jonathan  0.  Haeeh, 
Gurdon  8.  Mnmibrd.  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun^  Joaiah 
Quincy.  John  Randolph,  John  Bea  of  PaoneylTania, 
Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  James  Sloan,  Stmad 
Smith.  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Samuel 
Taggart,  BenjamiuTallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  Jabez  Upbam,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Mannadnks 
Williams. 

Resolved,  That  the  title  be,  "An  act  concern- 
ing Courts  Martial  and  Courts  of  loquiry." 


MondaV,  March  14. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  a  petition  of  anodry 
inhabitants  of  Washington  county,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  praying  that  so  much  of  aa  let  of 
Congress,  passed  the  third  of  May.  one  tfaoasaad 
eight  hutrared  and  two,  as  directs  that  no  writ  of 
ctvpmg  ad  tati^aciendum  shall  issue  within  the 
said  District,  in  any  case  where  the  sum  does  not 
exceed  twenty  dollars,  tnay  be  repealed,  for  the 
reasons  therein  specified.— The  said  petition  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  siandiag 
Oommittee  for  the'  Diatriet  of  Colnmbia,  ap* 
poioted  on  the  i wentf -80*00  tb  of  January  last 

Mr.MA00ii8aid,he  held  in  bis  hand  a  reiolaiiai, 
on  a  subject  which  be  wished  to  present  to  tk^ 
consideralion  of  the  House.   It  was,  to  dirsA 
a  committee  of  the  House  to  inquire  into  tW 
propriety  of  allowing  a  larger  discount  for  pronp 
payment  of  the  purchase  money  for  public  Itn 
The  present  discount  was  eight  per  cent., 
so  great  as  the  profit  which  was  derived  H 
some  stock  of  the  United  States;  and  tbns 
inducement  was  offered  to  withhold  payme 
It  seemed  to  him  that  it  woold  be  good  policy 
this  time  to  allow  a  greater  diaeonnt  for  paymeM 
of  ready  money.   Influenced  by  these  reasons  tl 
offered  the  following  resolution:  * 

Betokeit  l^t  the  Oouunittee  on  PobUc  Liadill 
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iMtiaanit  to  inqaira  iiilo  tk«  «)9«die»ejr  ofaUmriBg  a 
gMtor  tiMMQQt  to  ponihaMn  of  publio  ludi,  for  p^mpt 
ftjmtat,  and  that  thmy  haw  lean  to  nport  bj  biU  or 
otturwiM. 

Tlie  molotioD  ms  then  agreed^  to,  without  a 
diruioB. 

THE  HDCT. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Gaidneb,  the  House  went 
iatt)  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  53  to  35,  oq  the 
bill  to  proloQg  the  contiouaace  of  tbe  Mint  at 
Philadelphia. 

Mr.  LoTB  moveil  that  the  Committee  rite, 
seport  progress,  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  M^rs.  Lora, 
LfBWis,  Ket,  and  Nelson,  and  opposed  by  Messrs^ 

A1.8TOB,  MltHOB,  LiVEBHOBE,  J.  ClaY,  SmIUB, 

KsuT,  and  Sodtbabo. 

The  supporters  of  this  motion  wished  the 
House  to  riae  in  prder  to  give  time  for  procuring 
calculations,  Ac.,  to  show  the  policir  and  expe- 
dwiicy  of  removing  the  Mint  from  Philadelsbia 
to  Washington.  The  argameots  in  &ror  of  this 
motion  were  nearly  tbe  same  as  those  in  iaror  of 
the  continuance  of  the  seat  of  GoTernment  at 
WashiDgioa;  in  addition  to  that,  the  advantage 
of  water  for  -carryilig  on  tbe  works  was  stated, 
and  which  could  not  be  had  in  Philadelphia.  An 
otieetioQ  to  the  passage  of  this  bill  also  was,  that 
a  U.W  is  DOW  in  existence  for  prolonging  the  Mint 
at  Philadelphia  till  the  4th  01  March  next;  and 
by  now  cootinuioff  that  law  it  would  appear  that 
gentlemen  were  afraid  to  trust  the  merits  of  its 
coDtinoance  at  Philadelphia  to  an  inquiry  which 
mieht  be  had  in  the  meanwhile. 

The  opponents  of  the  motion  contended  that 
a  removal  from  Philadelphia  would  be  impolitic 
ia  the  extreme,  inasmuch  as  bullion  could  not  be 
had  at  Washington ;  that  the  banlEa  there  were 
too  United  in  their  operatimsj  that  the  United 
Bialea  oow  possaased  property  in  Philadelphia, 
hoDM^  vaults,  which  oould  not  be  disposecl 
of  toadvantagej  that  the  auperiateodents  and 
woAmtn  were  residents  at  Philadelphia,  probably 
would  not  remove,  and  others  eeruunly  could  not 
be  bad  at  the  scat  of  Oovernment;  that  the  ex- 
feasaof  reroorBl,at80,of  materials,  machinery,4&c., 
aad  the  erection  of  others  here,  would  create  a 
Tcry  great  expenditure  of  money  by  the  United 
States.  It  was  also  contended  that  the  law  for 
the  cootinnance  of  tbe  Mint  at  Philadelphia  ex- 
pired OD  tbe  4th  of  March  last. 

The  motion  (or  risin^^  of  the  Committee  was 
aecatived  by  a  large  majority. 

A  motioB  was  made  by  Mr.  J.  Clat  to  strike 
oat  of  the  bill  1809,  the  time  at  which  the  bill 
jKovidcs  that  the  farther  prolongation  shall  com- 
meDCC}  aad  insert  1808,  as  the  law  was  supposed 
to  have  txpired  on  the  4th  of  March  last.— 
Cafded. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended;  when  the  House  agreed  to  caiuider 
Ihe  report,  64  to  33. 

Mr.  Lova  moved  that  tbe  further  eonaideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Commiuee  of  the  Whole  be 
yoatponed  liU  to-ouutow.— Negativad,  yeas  29. 


H.9W  &. 


Thft  House  concurred  with  tbe  term  of  fiva 
years  for  its  further  continuance  at  Philadelphia, 
after  some  observatioss  of  Mr.  LBWia -against  it, 
58  to  38.  And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  read" 
ing  tfMUorrow. 

FOBEION  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  dmacT.— It  is  my  intention  to  offer  a  reat^ 
lotion  to  be  considered  and  adopted  by  this  Hoosfk 
lis  object  is  ioformation  concerning  important 
public  relations.  And  when  it  is  leciuleoied,  that 
three  times  dorioB  the  present  session,  motioai^ 
having  a  similar  object  have  been  refused  eve^ 
consideration  bv  the  Hoi^  I  shall  not  need  an 
apology,  if,  availing  myself  of  the  common  privi- 
lege, I  make  a  preliminary  elucidation  ot  the 
principles  which  ought  to  induce  the  adoption  of 
such  a  resolution. 

At  a  period  like  the  present,  when  the  least  ex- 
perienced eye  can  discern  the  clouds  00  our  hori- 
zon, and  whan  ererv  individual  feels  in  bis  own 
embarrassments,  and  sees  in  those  of  others,  ruin 
apreading  over  \he  country ;  if  any  principle  be 
dear^if  there  be  any,  to  which  every  man,  of 
whatever  party,  must  be  compelled  to  assen^  it  is^ 
that  the  official  information,  existing  withm  the 
couD try,  touching  any  of  our  Icvi&laiiru  duties, 
should  be  in  tbe  possession  of  this  House.  We 
ought  to  rest  content  with  the  concealBteai  of 
nothing  which  can  throw  light  on  our  path,  and 
aid  us  under  the  bufdea  of  a  great  legislative  ro- 
sponsibility.  This  is  no  timefor  the  rennements  of 
C;oostituUonal  delicacy.  If  we.  hare  reason  to 
think  that  wa  are  suffered  to  remain  in  ignorance 
of  important  facts,  there  ought  to  be  no  further 
delay  in  asking  for  the  commuoicaiion  of  them. 
This  is  tbe  tvrentieth  week  of  our  session.  If  it 
be  ever  to  have  a  close,  its  period  eaonot  be  jar 
distant,  certainly  it  will  not  be  cooaidered  un- 
timely to  ask  ourselves  theae  qoeaiuKie— what  is 
the  Slate  of  our  information  concerning  oar  fw- 
eigo  relaiiont^  derived  from  official  soojces?  In 
what  respect  is  it  complete ;  and  in  what  is  It  de* 
ficieat  7  In  replying  to  these  qnesticuis,  1  shall 
^ucidaie  the  principlea  of  the  resolution  I  mean 
to  offer. 

When  we  take  a  view  of  those  two  great  nations, 
both  of  which  so  deeply  interfere  with  our  inter- 
ests, and  so  cruelty  affect  our  rights,  it  is  imjiossi- 
bla  not  to  perceive  a  remarkable  difference  m  the 
state  of  our  information  concerning  our  relations 
with  each.  Respecting  Qzeat  Britam  almost  every 
thing,  respecting  France  almost  nothing,  has  been 
officially  divulged.  As  to  the  former,  there  is 
scarcely  any  information  we  can  ask,  which  we 
do  not  already  possess.  Aa  tcthfl  latter,  there  is 
scarcely  any,  of  which  we  are  not  in  want.  80 
far  as  it  respeeu  this  House,  (for  on  the  decree  of 
knowledge,  whieh  it  is  pumitted  the  nation  on 
this  subject  to  obtain,  I  say  nothing^)  all  the  gnat 
points  of  coniroverfy  with  Great  Britain,  except 
what  relates  to  the  rejected  treaty,  have  been  com- 
municated. Portions  of  the  instructions  of  our 
Gh)vernmeot  to  the  American  Minister;  their  de- 
velopment of  the  negotiations  and  tbeir  view  of 
the  motives  and  ptiacijples  of  conduct  of  the  Qti- 
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Ibh  Ministers ;  even  the  official  replies  of  tbese 
Ministers  as  to  tbe  affiiir  of  the  Chesapeake,  to 
the  remoDstmnces  of  ours,  have  not  been  withhol- 
den.  Bat  aliogeiher  different  is  the  state  of  things, 
in  relation  to  France.  Here  all  our  informa- 
tioD  is  the  most  seaDtjr  and  meager.  We  hare 
onlv  very  ansatisfactory  and  partial  explanations 
of  her  policy  or  her  decrees.  And  we  have  not 
iiad  eommonicated  to  os  any  of  the  correspon- 
dence of  oar  Minister  at  Parts,  with  the  Ameri- 
can Gorernment,  tooching  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  or  illusiratiVeoranjr  of  his  sentiments,  con- 
cerning the  projects  of  France/  In  stating  this 
distinction  between  tbesiateof  onrofEciatknowl- 
edge  respecting  these  natioos,  1  would  not  be  on- 
derstood,  as  at  ibis  time  uttering  a  complaint,  or 
as  impeaching  the  motires  of  the  Bxeeutive  in 
deTeloping  on  the  one  side,  and  withholding  on 
the  other.  Grant  the  ignorance,  in  which  we 
have  been  kept,  as  to  our  French  relattoas,  has 
thus  far  been  wise,  ought  we  to  be  content  to  re- 
main in  it  any  longer?  If  it  can  be  made  proba- 
ble, much  more  if  it  can  be  made  certain,  that 
important  information  it  in  the  possecsioD  of  oar 
Gorernment,  which,  from  its  nature,  mast  hare  a 
material  influence  on  our  deliberations,  can  we 
fulfil  our  duty,  if  we  fail,  in  a  Constitational  way, 
to  make  an  exeriiun  to  obtain  it  ? 

With  Great  Britain  we  havenowaspeeific nego- 
tiation dependinggand  there  may  be  reasons  of  State 
at  such  a  moment  for  refraining  to  gire  immedi- 
ate publicity  10  our  relations  with  her.  But,  with 
France,  no  such  negotiation  exists.  The  decrees 
of  the  French  Gorernment  are  public  acts.  Ofifi- 
cfal  explaoBiions  of  those  decrees  ought  to  hare 
been  demanded,  and  doubtless  hare  been  giren. 
lir.  Armstrong^  riews  of  the  disposiiton  and  in- 
tentions of  that  Qorernment.  must  hare  been 
tniDsmltted  to  oars.  It  is  impossible  that  there 
ahould  be,  in  the  natore  of  things,  any  good  rea- 
•on  why  this  information  shoold  be  concealed 
from  this  House;  eren  (.opposing  that  it  might 
be  wise  to  withhold  it  from  the  poblic. 

I  fear  the  House  do  not  realize  the  utter  defi- 
ciency of  our  official  kQow1edge,io  ibis  direction^ 
we  are  in  tbe  habit  of  collecting  facts  and  state- 
ments from  lettersaod  newspapers,  and  other  gen- 
era) sonrcen.  We  confound  the  result  of  these, 
with  that  which  flows  to  us  through  official  chan- 
Dels;  from  which  we  ooght  to  draw  the  great 
eertalniies,  on  which  should  rest  our  public  con- 
dnct.  To  ensi  le  the  House  to  possess  a  general 
view  of  our  official  knowledge  on  this  side,  Ishall 
leenr  to  the  first  session  of  the  Ninth  Congress, 
and  notice  the  Gxecutire  ccromunieaiions  from 
that  period.  Oor  foreign  relations  began  about 
that  time  materially  to  alter,  from  a  peace  to  a 
,  war  aspect.  At  the  opening  of  that  session,  in 
December,  1805,tbe  President  of  the  United  States, 
In^annoal  Message,  told  os,  that  prirate  armed 
•hips,  like  pirateiijwere  plundering  our  property, 
and  committing  oo  oor  eitisens  acts  of  atrucioos 
barbarity  j  thai  public  armed  ships  were  horering 
QpoD  our  coast  and  annoying  our  commerce ;  that 
aew  principles  had  been  interpolated  into  the  law 
of  oaiioos;  that  Spain,  refusing  compensation  for 
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past,  and  guilty  of  newinjnries  to  ni,  obsfroeted 
the  Mobile,  threatened  the  Mississippi,  and  wkh 
her  regular  troops  inraded  the  old  territories  rf 
the  United  States,  carrying  away  our  citizens 
and  their  property.  lo  all  this  aonaal  derebp- 
ment  of  onrpubiic  relations,  I  obserre  hot  oae 
omission.  Tnere  i»  no  mention  of  fVance.  Tet 
then,  as  now,  she  was  dke  chief  arbiter  among  the 
nations  of  Europe ;  theopeo  ally  of  Spain ;  tod  in 
rarioaa  particulars,  both  her  cdnduct  and  her 
claims  materially  afiected  our  rights.  I  should 
not  notice  this  omission  were  it  not  characteristic. 
The  same  occurs,  in  erery  other  aonaal  Message 
of  the  President,  from  that  time  to  tbe  present 
In  none  of  them  is  there  any  direct  atlnsion,  much 
less  statement  of  our  delations  with  France.  Yet 
Tnois  and  Tripoli,  tbe  Barbarr  Powers,  and  odi 
Indian  neighbors,  twcupy  a  wide  space,  and  mike 
a  distinguished  figure  in  all  these  eommunicatiotu. 

I  would  not  be  thought  to  notice  this  omisnon 
for  the  purpose  of  asserting  it  was  wise,  or  tiie 
contrary,  nor  yet  to  excite  any  itupieion  of  im- 
proper motires;  bat  I  state  it  merely  as  afiut 
materially  erineiog  oor  want  of  official  light  im 
the  subject  to  which  the  resolution  I  ofi'er  refers. 
Happy  would  it  be  if  the  subsequent  discoreriei 
of  the  same  session  allowed  us  to  beliere  that 
France  eren  then  was  wholljr  inattentire  to  oor 
national  course,  and  neither  interfered  with  onr 
interests,  nor  attempted  to  exert  anr  infloence 
over  them.  But  we  are  not  permitted  to  indulge 
such  a  delusion.  In  the  succeeding  month,  by  a 
call  from  the  Senate  for  documents  concerniDg 
the  complaints  of  France  against  the  trade  of  St. 
DomingOj  it  was  discorered  that,  prerious  to  that 
Message^  difficulties  did  exist  between  that  Gor- 
ernment and  ours  retatire  to  the  exerciite  of  onr 
commercial  rights.  Tbe  character  of  the  FrcDch 
,  Minister's  language  to  our  Gorernment,  eommo- 
nicated In  the  Message  of  tbe  10th  of  Janninr. 
1806,  I  shall  not  pretend  to  describe,  but  I  vflt 
cite  some  passages  from  his  letters  to  our  Secre- 
tary of  State  contained  in  that  Message.  Con- 
cerning our  trade  with  St.  Domingo,  Mr.  Tnrreaa 
says:  "The  only  way  open  for  the  rcdi^a  of  these 
'  complaints,  is  to  put  an  end  to  the  toletanee 
'  which  produces  them."   And  again :  **  Your  ai- 

*  lence  towards  me,  and  that  of  your  GJoremment 
'  towards  Congress,  imposes  npon  me  the  duty  of 
'  recalling  to  your  recollection  the  said  official 
'  note,  and  of  renewing  to  you  mycomplaintsopon 

*  an  aouse  as  shocking  as  contrary  to  the  law  of 

*  nations."  It  is  very  remarkable  that  Mr.  Tu^ 
reau  himself  makes  "  the  silence  of  our  Goren- 
ment  to  Congress"  on  the  relations  of  his  nation 
a  subject  of  official  complaint.  Eren  the  French 
Minister  is  sot  satisfied  that  his  great  nation  shoold 
make  no  figure  in  this  Anntul  Message. 

He  promds:  "France  ought  to  expect  fron 
'  the  amity  of  the  United  States,  and  His  Majesty 
'  charges  me,  sir,  to  request,  in  his  name^  that  they 
'interdict  erery  prirate  adrenture  which,  under 
*any  pretext  whaterer,  may  be  destined  lo  St. 

*  Domingo."  And,  last  of  all  Mr.  Turreau,  that 
a  firm  determination  of  bts  master's  mind  oigM 
Dot  be  mistaken  by  our  Secretary  of  Sut^  teili 
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him  fUaly,  "  Tkii  lystvm  of  impanitT  snd  tole- 
^  nnee  eao  no  longer  contioiK,  and  His  Majesty 

*  U  eoDTuiced  tbat  tooi  CK)Tenmeiu  will  think  tt 
'  dnt,  from  its  frank ae«8,  promptlf  to  put  aa  end 

*  lo  it."  Theae  lettan  are  erideoee  tncontrorerti* 
Urn,  thw,  noimthstandiag  the  total  atlenee  of  the 
SmsiiTe  retaiin  to  France,  thue  mar  exist  im- 

rtant  putievlan  of  inforiiHtioa  whion,althoagh 
Boay  not  chooee  nduBtaiiljr  to  publish,  ret 
vtueh,  if  called  for,  he  wiU  not  hesitate  to  dis- 
dose.  I  make  do  eomnent  oo  the  mandatory 
le  of  theee  leltm.  In  nil  langnage*  the  eoode 
sapidicatioo  and  the  mode  of  eomoaBd  have  a 
general  resemblance.  Sometimes  they  are  pre- 
cisely  similar.  When  soeh  forms  of  ezpreaitioB 
afc  addressed  to  an  equal,  whether  the  inteoiioQ 
be  to  express  the  former  or  to  intimate  the  latter, 
is  to  be  eoUeoted  from  the  general  temper,  char- 
acter, and  relative  Mtuation  of  those  who  utter 
and  of  those  to  whom  they  arc  tuidresaed.  Al- 
thoD^  I  am  far  from  suggesting  that  thi«  House 
ma  utflwoeed  to  the  prehibiUon  of  the  trade  with 
St.  Domiafo  by  the  laegoage  of  these  letteva,  yet 
1  eu  umt  eewB  to  r^ret  that  die  mettore  theo 
adopted  was  pieeeded  by  a  puhlieuioa  of  that 
eorraqModeaee.  1  eoold  have  wished  that  a  ma- 
jocity  of  Congress  had,  pEevioos  to  the  issuing  of 
that  aommoaa,  awakened  to  that  mraal  sense  of 
the  atrociotts  oatare  of  (bis  commerce,  which  af- 
terwards was  manifested  by  them.  The  only  re- 
maining information  derived  from  official  sonrces 
donag  the  setwimi,  ander  eonsidoratiea,  was  ob- 
tained in  conseqaeoee  also  of  a  request  from  the 
Seaate  /w  en  illostratioa  of  those  "n^w  pHn- 

*  eipiOj  which  had  been  interpolated  into  the  law 
<  of  natioos."  The  Bzecuuve  Messa^  of  the 
27th  of  Jaoaaty,  1806,  states,  among  the  new 
nisciplci  interpc^ted,  the  following,  by  the 
Fceaea:  That  iwivateeri.  two^hirdt  of  whose 
«i«ws  weraaot  aatire  subjeets  of  Bngkad,  should 
be  oiMuidend  ai  piiates  j  tbat  foreigaNs  fonod  on 
board  resseis  of  the  eoemy  should  be  CMisidered 
as  pfisoiiiers  of  war,  and  not  entitled  to  the  pro- 
Secctoo  of  the  agents  of  their  country.  Yet  we 
bad  DO  iuformaiion  theo,aor  have  we  since,  whe- 
ther  any  explanation  had  been  demanded  or  given 
of  tboee  decrees.  If  a  silent  Mqnicaeenuin  them 
waa  act  adofrted  on  the  part  of  our  Qoveramea^ 
it  is  anknoam  to  this  House. 

The  next  period  of  Executive  development  of 
tba  state  of  our  foreign  relatioaa  oomnieaces  with 
Ibe  last  session.  In  his  Annual  Message,  in  De- 
cember, 1806,  the  President  hopes  a  favorable 
sasae  of  our  difficulties  with  Qre^  Britain,  and 
tidls  OS  those  with  Spain  are  not  settled,  hot  the 
Bone  characteristic  omission  1  bare  noticed  in 
tba  femer  exisu  also  in  this.  ThweisnoFraace 
in  Ihecxhibitioa.  Tet  the  Meditefranean  Pow- 
er* aad  oar  Indiaa  neighbors  hare  a  pramiaent 
-atatioa  ia  «hii  great  history-piece  of  oar  foreign 
rclacioas.  1  meao  aot  to  say  that  itwas  not  wise 
aod  masterly  thus  to  leare  tbat  great  nation 
mboUf  OQt  of  the  annual  rraresentation.  I 
not  the  Executire,  but  merelf  state  the  fact  as  an 
additional  reason  (or  my  resolution. 

Ac  the  end  .of  this  aeeuaai  howarer,  light  was. 
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thrown  oo  the  long-centiiuied-  darkness  of  this 
quarter  of  our  horizon.  On  the  19th  of  Februa- 
ry, 1807,  we  have  at  last  some  official  develop- 
ment of  our  relatioBs  with  France.  It  is  a  great 
era  in  one  inforoMtion ;  and  as  my  resolutiML 
will  hare  rcfemee  to  it,  and  aa  there  is  to  be 
drawn  from  the  fheto  it  contains  a  strong  arga- 
meat  for  this  measure,  the  House  must  indulge 
me  in  seme  remarks  on  tbe  information  thea 
communicated.  Theeztraordioary  decree  of  the 
French  Government  of  the  2l8t  of  November, 
1806,  irts,a*  we  ellknoWtOf  a  moetdubiousehai^ 
aeter.  Its  language  admitted  very  different  coik- 
strnetioos.  It  might  be  a  mere  municipal  reg^ 
lation.  It  might  be  a  general  rule  for  the  coa* 
duct  of  French  cruisers;  in  which  case  it  deeply 
affected  our  neutral  rights,  and  directly  inlVisged 
our  treaty  with  France.  The  uncertainty  con- 
cerning its  construction  filled  this  country  with 
apprehension,  and  our  Minister  at  Paris,  with 
sufiieient  promptitude,  demanded  an  explanation 
from  Deeres,  the  French  Minister  of  Marine,  of 
the  official  interiireution  intended  to  be  given  jte 
tL  Deeres,  in  his  reply  to  the  American  Minis- 
ter of  the  24th  December,  1806,  after  having  stat* 
ed  what "  be  considered,"  and  what  "  he  tbinks,* 
the  imperial,  decree  meaos,  adde  this  pointed 
and  remarkable  caution :  "  It  will  be  proper  that 
'  your  ExeeUenoy  should  communicate  with  the 
'  Minister  of  External  Relations  as  to  what  eoa^ 
'  cams  tbe  correspondence  of  the  United  States 
'  of  America  with  Eagland."  Aod  to  the  end 
that  OeheraL  Armstrong  might  not  mistake  as  to 
the  nature  and  necessity  of  his  recurrence  to  an- 
other department  for  the  satisfaction  he  sought, 
the  Minister  of  Marine  subjoins  this  most  impres- 
sive postscript :  "  It  will  not  escape  General  Arm- 
^  strong  that  my  answers  eanaot  hare  tbe  devel- 
'  osment  which  they  would  receive  from  the 
'  Minister  of  Exterior  Relatioa«»  and  that  it  is 
'  natnrally  to  him  to  whom  be  owht  to  addren 
'  himself  for  those  ezplanadoas  which  I  am  rerf 
'  happy  to  give  him,  because  he  wishes  thein,  biU 
'  upon  which  I  hare  much  less  positire  infotma^ 
'  tion  than  the  Prince  of  Beoevento." 

To  this  part  of  Decres's  letter  I  shall  recur 
hereafter.  At  present,  I  shall  proceed  to  bring 
into  one  riew  ail  the  remaining  knowledge  con- 
cerniug  our  French  relations  which  has  been  per- 
mitted to  come  to  us  through  official  sources. 

The  next  period  of  Legislative  intelligence  oa 
this  subject  is  that  which  commenced  with  the 
present  session.  In  bis  official  Message,  at  its 
openins,  the  Executive  tells  us  of  a  treaty  with 
Great  Sritain  rejected ;  of  the  outrase  oa  the 
Chesapeake;  of  our  unsettled  difficulties  with 
Spain.  But  as  to  France,  whether  we  hare  any 
relations  with  her  at  all,  or  whether,  as  to  nt, 
there  be  any  such  nation  oa  the  globe,  for  anr- 
thing  in  this  Message,  neither  the  House  aw  the 
natioa  are  the  wiser.  It  ia  true  tbat  there  is  a 
general,  sweeping  sentence,  which  iBclodes  erery- , 
thing:  "  With  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  our 
*  harmony  has  been  uniuterrupted,  and  commerce 
'  and  friendly  iateieourse  have  been  maintained 
'  on  their  usual  footing."  But  wh«!ther  this  be;  a 
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ABvelopHi«iit  of  ottr  rdmtfdni  with  Fruee,  meh 
M  (bis  people  ought  then  to  bare  been  ntisicd 
itritb  J  whether  tb«  aspect  of  that  nation  apoa  the 
MtMweta  «f  this,  and  ■Imest  every  otbn  eomtrf, 
Ibr  uree  years  Mst,  has  been  saeb  as  perfectly  to 
anifaorize  Ibe  ExecutiTe  of  the  Uoiied  Sutes, 
doriag  all  that  time,  to  ttiaintaiD,  in  each  of 
his  aontnl  official  Messages,  a  total  silence  od  our 
eonoexioBS  with  her,  1  leave  this  Hoose  to  con- 
sider. To  my  mind,  it  i»  an  ominom  silcBoe,  fall 
of  meaning. 

All  the  residue  of  our  official  information  rela- 
tive 10  France  has  been  of  a  confidential  natare. 
Tet,  with  the  exception  of  a  part  of  the  comma- 
aiealion  at  the  time  of  laying  the  embargo,  it  all 
ha*  been  so  intrusted  to  us  that  we  bare  a  ri^fat 
to  speak  openly,  and  uy  what  it  was ;  and  with 
respect  to  that  {wrtion,  on  which  our  lips  are 
closed,  I  hare  a  tight  to  sute,  generally,  what  it 
was  not. 

First,  then,  a»  to  what  we  possess.  In  the  order 
time  is  the  letter  of  Mr.  CDampsgny  of  the  Slst 
«f  AugQst  last,  in  reply  to  a  letter  of  Mr.  Arm- 
atrong  of  the  8th  of  August.  This  letter  of  Arm- 
strong has  no^  been  oommunicatcd.  It  appears, 
however,  from  Champagoy's  answer,  that  it  was 
not  any  claim  of  exposition  of  the  decree  of  21st 
of  November,  1806,  nor  of  the  general  views  of 
the  French  Gk>vemmeot  towards  us,  or  our  com- 
merce, but  merely  had  relation  toa  particular  cam- 
plaiDt,  eoneeming  American  vessels,  carried  into 
jSpaaiBh  ports.  Such  it  is  expressly  stated  by 
Cnampagny  to  boj  in  his  reply.  The  next  infbr- 
mation  is  the  letter  of  R^nier,  the  grand  judge, 
which  aceom|Ntnied  the  recommendation  of  the 
ambatm.  This  letter  was  dated  the  I8lh  Septem- 
ber, Imfl.  By  this  it  is  discovered  that  it  is  the 
fntention  of  the  decree  of  the  Slst  of  November, 
1806,  to  sobfeet  English  merchandise  and  manu- 
factures on  board  nentral  Tessels  to  capture.  But 
why.  or  how,  this  exposition  of  the  decree  was  at 
this  late  hour  obtained,  whether  it  was  aeeideniat, 
or  whether  it  was  the  ocuse^oence  of  the  applica- 
tion of  «nr  Minister,  wc  are  ignorant ;  for  the  let- 
ters of  Mr.  Armstrong  to  omr  Government,  which 
accompanied  Regnier's  letter,  baTe  never  been 
commnoicated  to  us. 

Our  next  information,  of  which  we  may  speak, 
is  that  contained  in  the  late  oonfidential  commu- 
nication of  the  Executive;  being  a  letter  to  the 
Vreueh  Minuter  of  fixterior  RcUtioas,  dated  the 
10th  of  November  last.  This  letter  atao  was  not 
any  offioial  demand  of  explanation,  rdaiive  to  the 
decree  of  the  aist  of  November,  180^  but  merely 
a  remonstrance  against  a  deeirion  of  the  Council 
of  Prizes,  which  had  condemned  the  cargo  of  an 
American  vessel,  wrecked  on  the  Freacb  coast, 
solely  for  being  English  nwaufaetuiea,  and  his 
exposition  of  the  cruelty  and  unprinei^ed  nature 
of  that  seDtence.  But  what  the  answer  of  the 
French  Minister  of  Exterior  Rdations  was,  or 
what  were  the  communications  of  Mr.  Armsttoag 
to  our  Qovernment,  which  accompanied  bis  trans- 
mittal of  his  letter  of  the  IStb  oi  Noreanber,  we 
know  not.  They  harra  nerer  been  sobmittM  to 
«ar  inspeetioB. 
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Thereii,  howaifir,  am  ftvi  disaovaed  latWIel- 
ler  of  the  t2th  of  November  which  ought  not  to  be 
passed  over  without  notice.  Mr.  ArnntRHigia  ^ 
refera  to  a  letter  oi  Mr.  Cbampa^y  to  him  of  the 
7th  October  preceding,  in  which,  says  Mr.  Ana- 
strong,  "  you,"  (C^aonMigoy)  tbooght  thattht 
'  decree  of  the  Slst  of  November  might  be  reeea- 
■  eiled  to  the  treaty  between  the  United  Statcatad 
'  France."  From  this  aniaeky  quotation  itismu- 
ifeat,  thaton  the  seventh  -of  October  last,  Mr.  Ckna- 
paguy  did  address  a  letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  rd- 
ative  to  the  decree  of  the  Slst  of  November,  l60(k 
What  was  that  letter  ?  Was  it  anaaswer  t«  any 
letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Armstrong  to  him  7  If 
what  was  Mr.  Armstrong's  letter  1  Caa  then  be 
a  good  reason  whv  tba  import  of  these  leueit  rel- 
ative to  the  official  eonstraetion  intended  lo  be 
given  to  the  operation  of  a  most  dabiouriy  ex- 
pressed decree,  deeply  aflfeeting  most  importWI 
rights  ahonld,  fat  ont  henr,  be  concealed  fromllw 
pdblie? 

I  have  now  recapitulated  all  the  informatiea  <m 
the  relations,  of  which  it  is  permitted  us  freely  t« 
speak.  As  to  that  which  may  be  deemed  eenfi* 
dential,  I  abstain  from  saying  what  we  have.  I 
have  a  right,  however,  to  say  what  we  have  aet. 
We  have  not  any  of  the  oorrespondenee  betirsea 
Mr.  Armstrong,  and  our  Oovernraeot,  since  fats 
letter  of  the  a4th  December,  1806,  eommoeieatsd 
in  the  President's  public  Message  of  the  IM  of 
February,  1807. 

The  qoeation  reours,  have  we  any  reaaoa  to 
believe,  that  a^  such  iDfomation,  not  <»")>|<^ 
nicaled,  is  in  the  possearion  of  our  GoVeinmentt 
The  evidence  rini  such  information  does  exist, 
and  that.the  Bxeeotiva  baa  it,  is  to  my  miad  note 
than  probable  { it  amounts  in  deigree,  next  to  ab- 
solale certainly.  In  the  fiiat  i^ee,as  loadeaMad 
made  by  Mr.  Armstrong,  of  the  French  Miawter 
of  Exterior  Relations^  for  an  explanation  of  that 
decree,  is  it  possible  for  any  man  to  doubt,  fort 
moment,  that  he  did  make  such  a  demand,  and  tbst 
the  knowledge  of  that  demand,  and  probaUy  the 
answer,  with  Mr.  Armstrong's  explanaiioD  of  his 
own  conduct,  most  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Bieeo- 
tivel 

Observe  the  fiiets.  On  the  10th  of  Deerni- 
ber,  1806,  scarcely  twanty  days  after  the  issaing 
of  the  November  decree,  Mr.  Armstrong,  with  sa 
honorable  promptitude,  demands  of  the  Frwh 
Minister  of  Marine,  an  explanation  of  its  eonstive- 
tlon.  Tbe  Minister  rtplfes,  substantially,  "this 
*  is  my  opiaioo  upon  that  subject,  bat  mine  is  not 
'  tbe  imper  department  for  eonatraetions  of  ihi* 
'  kind  i  go  to  the  Minister  of  Bxieviof  Rdatioas. 
'  He  knows  the  Emperor's  will ;  he  can  give  ya> 
'  every  satisfaetioii.''  Mr.  Amnt^ong  transmitttd 
thisinfbrmation,  with  a  letter,  to  our  Governnot, 
of  the  24th  of  December,  1806. 

Now,  what  was  the  obvious  duty  of  the  Anier- 
iean  Minister  ?  Was  it  not  totura  roundatonee 
to  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  and  request 
tbe  explanations  so  much  desired,  from  tbe  source 
to  which  he  wasthusnoimerelytHficlally  referred, 
but  absolutely  urged  to  resort,  by  tbe  Minister  « 
Marine?  Ifhedid,wottldhefailtoeo«iu«iieatft 
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th*  K*alt  of  thatappliMUMO  tfr  ear  GtoTframeBt, 
KcompAiued  by  bisowo  obeerratious  1   But  sup- 

CM  bw  u^Mted  any  auah  ft|ipUeMion,  and 
Mtiited  to  affile  this  GoTwanmt  (tf  fait 
pMceeding*.  is  thU  a  reasoa  for  icfniiag  to  adopt 
ibenaabiUonwbiebl  pnHKMe?  ■  On  tJia  eontrary, 
■  it  not  a  strong  reason  for  the  measure  1  It  Mr. 
AmstrMig  bas  been  gtulty  of  sorb  a  ealpable 
a^ect,  at  sneh  a  crisis  as  this,  relative  to  so  all- 
aaporiauaeiibjaelfOagbt  not  this  Home  to  know 
it?  Ought  we  not  to  impeaeh  bim  before  the 
Braate  of  bigkeriaiea  and  misdemeanmB ;  and 
eogfat  be  not  at  ooce  to  be  recalled  to  answer  to 
the  just  complaiats  of  his  country  ?  Precisety  the 
same  is  it,  if  it  be  trae,  as  seems  to  be  circulated, 
ift  whispers,  ibtt  Mr.  ArawtroB|[-ha8  transmitted 
■o  letters  to  oar  QoTerameot,  whwh  iMve  not  been 
coiBBonieaicd  to  us.  Shall  «onfideaee  be  con- 
liaoed  id  a  Minister  resident  at  the  Court  of  a 
Posrar,  whose  arms  and  whose  policy  affect  the 
nieraMs  of  the  globe,  if  be  baTe  omitted,  for  one 
whiM  year*  ta  lucp  our  Gomnment  infoniied  of 
bia  ofaoerratioos  au  opinions  1  Talia  wbieh  oon- 
ehiBioa  you  will,  a  rcsolation  similar  to  the  one 
1  propow,  oagfat  to  be  adopted.  Bither  Mr.  Arm- 
■leioag  bnadone  bts  duty,  the  information  is  in  the 
eouoiry,Mid  it  ought  to  be  coumaaicated ;  or, 
llr.  Armstrong  has  failed  in  his  duty,  end  it  be- 
••■■eaoaraat  once,  tocall  htm,  inaComittuional 
WM,  to  answer  for  his  fault. 

But  is  it  to  be  credited  that  no  other  commoni- 
catioBs  Uiaa  tbe  meager  ones  we  possess,  twre 
bam  seat  by  Mr.  Armsiroag,  in  all  tbe  ships,  pub- 
lic and  private,  which  for  ibis  year  past  have  af' 
Cifdad  him  opportuatties,  for  that  purpose?  If 
more  iaformatioa  on  tbsee  relations  he  not  in  the 
coantry,  the  fact  oaght  to  be  known.  If  it  be  in 
tlKco«niry,wby  oi^bt  w«  not  toaak  forit?  Must 
DM  it  be  in^ioctant  to  eaaUa,  na^  iMeUigeatly,  to 
pnfocB  OIK  dnty  9  We  are  called  vpon  to  raise 
aanny;  bat  against  wbom  it  late  operate,  scams 
lo  W  a  ^CKtion,  wUcb  nana  of  ns  caa  solva.  .  Is 
it  ^punat  France,  or  Spain,  or  Great  Britain  1 
Afauwt  either,  or  all  of  ihem  1  Most  not  a  ma- 
larial difleteoee  be  made  in  the  numbers,  tbe  ap- 
poialinen^  and  the  nainve  of  tbe  Levies,  whether 
aa  iavasioa  by  Fiance  be  appiahended,  or  a  dea* 
rtsnott  of  oar  seacoast  by  Qreat  Britain,  or  of  oar 
fipantiers  by  Spain  7 

IjM  not  gentlemen  say  the  adoptioa  cf  such  a 
■ceolation  will  throw  a  ceosore  upon  the  Execn- 
tire.  Tbe  information  in  bia  pooession  may  be 
afiliaiexitiealBatarfctbat  he  may  battate  to  make 
it  public  oa  bis  single  responsibility.  It  baa  been 
Is^oeaily  ncged,  on  similar  oeeaaions,  that  we 
aagbi  to  have  a  coafiifenea  tbat  ihe  Boteoative 
baa  done  bis  daty.  Bat  the  argament  proves  too 
It  sappoacs  tbat  tbe  Chief  Magistrate 
I  err  io  jodgmeot.  And  if  it  be  eoauosive, 
It  limwr  dekaia  this  Hovse  of  tbe  exercise  of  its 
Caaititiiooal  privilege  of  asking  for  inibraiation. 
The  present  is  no  period  for  moiivea  of  extreme 
JeJieaey  to  have  ioflneace  in  thu  House.  Let  os 
!  a  pctfeet  knowledge  of  all  oar  focdga  reU- 
I  tbat  we  may  neitb«  eatertaia  any  attacb- 
,aaff  aay  aati|thieej  laapactiag  otber  aa- 


tioDs,  except  suofa  as  ibe  real  condnct  and  rievs 
of  each  will  juMify. 

Tbe  reporu  in  oircnlation,  wbiob  have  fonad 
iheif  way  into  our  newsptpecs,  io  tbe  form  of  lafe' 
ters  from  France,  that  toe  French  Emperor  bM 
said  "  then  shall  no  longer  be  any  neutrals,**  and 
the  confiscation  of  several  bandred  thoasand  ixA- 
lars  of  American  property,  in  tenatories  aoder 
the  control  of  France,  are  cireumsUnees  wbieh 
loudly  call  for  (he  adoption  of  the  resolntioa 
I  have  DOW  the  honor  to  offer,  which  baa  for  ita 
object,  to  obuio  a  full  develo|Hnent  of  all  the 
known  intentions  of  that  Gfoveroment  relative  to 
neutral  commerce.  The  resolution  is  in  theee 
words : 

JUtobiedt  That  the  President <rf  the  United  atataabe 
requested  to  commuaicate  to  this  House  the  despatches, 
addressed  to  this  Govenunent,  bj  the  Amuictn  Miar- 
ister  at  Paris,  touching  tbe  proceedings  of  tbe  Fieneb 
Government  in  relation  to  neutral  commciee,  which 
have  been  received  sti^ce  the  despatches  of  that  Hin> 
ister,  communicated  to  Congress,  by  Message,  on  the 
19tb  of  February  1807. 

Mr.  Q,uiNCT  having  required  the  yeas  and  nan 
OD  (he  consideration  of  this  resolution,  and  l£e 
questioo  having  been  put  "will  tbe  House  now. 
consider  the  resolution?"  It  was  negatived— 
yeas  44,  nayii  66,  as  follows : 

Ykab — JoQD  Boyle,  Epaphroditus  Cbamnion,  Har* 
tin  CMiittenden,  John  Claiborne,  John  Culpeppar, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davemiort,  jr.,  Joseph  Qesha, 
James  Elliot,  Frauds  Gardner,  Edwin  Gr^,  John  Har- 
ris, William  Hoge,  Benjamin  Howard,  James  Kelly, 
Thomas  Kenan.  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  8t  Loe 
Llvennore,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Ma- 
non,  JomA  Masters,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Mor* 
vow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Ourdon  B. 
Momfofd,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jua.,  Jositdi  Quini^,  Jdm 
Bas  of  PonuyKaaia,  Samoal  Hiker,  John  ilowan, 
Jbbn  BaassU,eamart  ftnith,  Bicbard  Stanford,  Wil- 
Ham  Stedman,  Peter  Swai^  Samoal  Taggart,  Baaj** 
min  l^Umadge,  Jabea  Ui^bm,  V^if  Van  OoMlaad^ 
Archibald  Van  Hotn,  KUfian  K.  Van  Benmelaer,  and 
I>avid  R.  WUUams. 

Naxs — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jon.,  E|^ 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Jnseph  Bsjlcer,  Burwell  Ba*. 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge, 
Blake,  jun.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown,  Wiltiant 
A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George 
W.  CampbeO,  Matthew  CUy,  John  Clopton,  Howell 
Cobb,  Ri(3iard  Catts,  John  Dawson,  Josiah  Dean^ 
Daniel  M.  Dnrell,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Puidley, 
James  Pisk,  Meihack  FranUin,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heister,  WilHam  Helms,  James 
Holland,  David  H<rfmes,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Richard  H. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jenes,  William  Kirkpatrick,  Nehe- 
miah  Knigtat,  Jotm  Lambert,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun., 
Rocsr  Nelson,  Thomas  Nawhold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Wibon  C.  Niohelaa,  John  J*«<af,  John  Pngfa,  SdkA 
Bhea  of  Taanasssa,  MattbiM  Bfahaida,  gbaaeier  8ea- 
var,  Jamea  IMoan,  Dennk  Snek,  John  Sntilia,  Jod^ 
diah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Soolbaid,  Clcwmt 
Storer,  John  Taylo  r,  Jo^n  Thompaon,  Gaotge  M.  Troop, 
James  L  Van  AUeu,  Daniel  C.  Ven^ok,  Jsmo  Whai^ 
ton,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Isaac  Wilbonr,  Mamudnke 
Williams,  Alexander  Wilaon,  and  Jamea  WitbereU. 

And  so  Uie-House  lefosad  to  coasidOT  the  said 
reaoluuoA. 
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ADDITIONAL  ASUY. 

The  Huiue  took  up  for  coDskteratioil  the  bill 
horn  the  Seoate  for  raisiag  an  additional  force, 
with  the  report  of  the  aeleet  eomniittee  apon  it. 

Mr.  Garokbs  mored  to  adjoom. — NeeatiTed, 
47  to  44. 

Mr.  Rowan  mored  to  commit  the  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Such  a  bill  as  this 
should  not  be  li^htlv  passed  orer.  What  ocea- 
sioo  called  for  this  bill  now?  If  we  are  to  hare 
war,  said  be,  we  must  immediately  raise  a  larger 
force.  Whenerer  the  oecasioB  for  force  is  mani- 
fest, none  will  be  more  ready  to  raise  it  than  I; 
but  till  that  time  I  am  opposed  to  raising  a  reg- 
ular force.  I  will  not  do  it  merely  because  it  is 
deened  neecasary  by  an  iDdiriduat }  ii  belongs  to 
the  people  to  raiae  an  army  and  declare  war;  we 
must  know  the  atate  of  atiairs  before  we  can  be 
justified  in  doing  it.  When  any  erent  occurs 
which  shall  render  this  force  necessary,  we  will 
raise  it.  If  we  hare  war,  we  must  raise  a  much 
larser  force.  A  few  days  or  a  few  weeks  sooner 
wiO  not  be  an  object ;  at  all  erents  do  not  pass 
through  the  bill  without  its  being  committed.  Is 
it  possible  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
can  already  raise  an  army  without  even  commit- 
ting the  bill?  I  hope  not.  I  hare  no  object  in 
wisbiog  for  delay,  but  to  know  whether  the  force 
be  necessary.  If  it  be  necessary,  the  bill  shall 
hare  my  support;  and  on  the  same  principle  it 
shall  not  till  I  koow  whether  it  be  necessary  or 
not.  We  hare  not  as  yet  I  hope  forgot  the  sen- 
timent of  the  nation  on  the  subject  of  standing 
armies  expressed  a  few  years  ago ;  and  surely  we 
shall  aee  cause  for  it  now  before  we  agree  to  pass 
the  biU.  "  ^ 

Mr.  Dawson  said  he  was  not  apprehensive  that 
anything  which  he  erer  did  or  said  should  be 
called  anti-republican.  He  said  he  should  cer- 
taiDly,  according  to  ibe  usual  custom  of  the 
House,  bare  mored  a  reference  of  this  bill  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  had  not  a  bill  in  erery 
material  point  similar,  already  passed  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  been  fully  discussed. 

If  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  examined  the 
bill,  Mr.  D.  said,  be  would  have  found  that  there 
was  no  idea  of  raising  an  army  without  full  in- 
restigation. 

Mr,  Tallhadoe  said  he  was  certainly  disposed 
to  commit  the  hill.  Such  a  bill  as  this,  so  im- 
portant in  its  principles  and  consequences,  it  mast 
appear  to  the  House,  ought  to  be  discussed,  and 
that  rery  fully.  The  gentleman  from  Viisinia, 
said  Mr.  T.,  has  told  os  that  this  hill  is  similar 
to  the  other  in  its  general  principles.  It  will  very 
well  be  remembered  that  when  the  House  came 
oat  of  Comaaittee  of  the  Whole  on  that  bill,  a 
-notion  was  made  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table ;  it 
4id  tie  on  the  table,  and  from  the  best  of  alt  rea- 
•ons.  The  bill  was  so  defectire  in  its  details  that 
iteould  not  be  carried  into  operation.  This  bill 
-abonid  be  committed,  not  only  for  the  reasons 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  but 
because  it  Is  the  most  defectire  in  detail  ihat 
erereame  before  the  House.  I  hare  a  number 
of  amendments  prepared  which  I  wish  to  odbr, 
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but  cannot  well  do  it  exeept  the  biU  be  9om- 

milted. 

The  qnestion  haringbeca  put  on  lefcKaee 
to  a  Committee  of  the  nThole  it  was  carried— 

yeas  72, 

Mr.  Rowan  wished  it  lo  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Dawson  named  to-morrow. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  named  to-day. 

The  question  being  of  course  first  takes  «a 
Wednesday,  was  ncgatired,  43  to  4S. 

Mr.  Dawooh's  motion  was  then  carried  with- 
out a  dirision. 


Tdeboay,  March  15. 
Mr.  CLABr  presented  a  petitiooj  in  the  i^caek 
language,  from  a  committee  appointed  by,aadcia 
beulf  of,  sundry  proprietors  of  lands  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,  praying  that  Conaress  would 
modify  the  law  respecting  claims  to  land  in  tbtt 
Territory,  so  that  the  agent  for  the  United  States 
shall  beooliffed  to  produce  proof  of  fraudulentand 
antedated  titles  before  the  Board  ofCommisuoaers, 
instead  of  the  inhabitants  being  obliged  toinvre 
their  authority. — Referred  to  itie  Couimiitee  oa 
the  Public  Lands. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett, 
Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  twenty-third  «f 
December  last,  the  bill  to  iaeorpomte  the  Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Church  in  the  town  of  Atexaa- 
dria,  be  discharged  from  the  eonsiderattoa  of  the 
same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CcmmittM 
of  the  Whole  on  ttie  bill  to  alter  and  esmUiih 
certain  post  roads ;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein;  the  Committee  rose  and  vmorted  ptt^ctm. 
The  question  was  then  stated  from  the  C^air, 
that  the  Committee  <  f  the  Whole  bare  leareto 
sit  again  on  the  said  bill,  and  debate  arising  ibeie* 
00,  an  adjonromentwas  called  for,  and  camed. 

Wednesday,  Marctt  16. 

Mr.  Key  presented  a  petitkin  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tanta  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  pmying  that 
such  acts  or  parts  of  acts  heretofore  pasKd  by 
Congress,  as  prohibit  the  removal  of  glares  from 
one  of  the  counties  compoaing  the  said  Ditfritf  to 
the  other,  may  be  repealed.— Rd^rred  totittCffB- 
mittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Jbrbmiab  Moaaov  ptesente^  a  petitioa  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Montgomery  oonty,  in  tfa« 
State  of  Ohio,  pnying  that  such  modifioaiion  or 
amendments  to  the  Jaws  authorizing  the  sale  of 
public  lands  may  be  adopted,  as  to  enable  the  pe- 
titioners to  make  payments  for  the  purcbaseof 
their  several  tracu  of  land,  without  the  itteonr^ 
niences  to  which  they  will  otherwise  be  svlijeet- 
ed.— Referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  PnUle 
Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwtom, 

Beaetved,  That  the  CommKtee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  ioqalre  whs* 
thcr  the  sums  in  whieh  tbe  esUeeton  of  tbeeao- 
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tOTBc  arc  serenlly  bMwd  <o  tbe  Untied  Sntn 
ongbt  DOt  to  be  iocresaed. 

Tfae  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
fontion  depeoding  yesterday  ml  tbe  time  of  ad- 
joaroment,  that  the  Conunittee  of  tbe  Whole  to 
vfaooi  was  eomtniited  the  bill  to  alter  aod  eeuab- 
IM  certain  port  roads,  bare  lenre  to  rit  agnin  on 
dwaame:  Whereapoo, 

Reaolved,  That  iha  HoitMirtU,  ta-iBonrow,agnio 
MMrire  itself  into  a  ComtnittM  of  tbe  Wbole  on 
tbe  said  bill. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  held  in  bis  handn  resoln* 
tioB  by  which  he  wished  to  call  the  atteniioo  of 
the  Cominittee  of  Commerce  aod  MaDafactures 
ID  the  diseossioD  of  a  subject  which  he  had  long 
eoDcidered  as  of  the  last  importance  to  oor  com^ 
m«Kial  ioterests  directly,  and  perhaps  not  indi- 
reeity  to  the  domestic  interest  of  tbe  country. 
The  object  of  the  following  resolntion  being 
merely  to  direct  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
ICaaofactures  to  inquire,  he  shoold  not  offer  any 
obserratioQs  on  its  expediency: 

Ketohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Commeree  and 
MainilmctDres  be  instnicted  to  Inquire  into  tbe  expedi- 
ency of  |ffohibiting  Um  entry  of  any  veaul  into  the 
Vnilti  9tttm  from  any  port  or  place  to  which  ■  -remti 
af  Ihe  United  Ststaa  is  not  pMmitted,  by  a  pennanent 
mgitfarion  of  iba  conatty  owning  sntu  ^loa,  or  by 
imty. 

The  resolatitm  iras  agreed  to  without  a  diris- 
ioD. 

ADDITIONAL  ARMY. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  CQnun^^ 
tee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  taiting  an  addi- 
tumal  military  force. 

The  bill  was  taken  up  by  seotioos,  ^nA  Tarions 
aaendnents  made  to  the  detail. 

Mr.  Tallhajmb  proposed  an  amendment,  ^oing 
■hogether  lo  reverie  the  prorision  of  the  hill  in 
respect  to  caralry.  The  nil  at  present  provides 
that  one  regiment  of  cavalry  sluiU  be  raised,  to 
consist  of  eight  companies,  of  thirty-eight  men 
each,  with  a  discretion  to  lie  given  to  the  Presl- 
dttt  10  increaae  each  company  to  uxiy-four. 

Mm.  T.  BR^KMcd  to  sttbstitnie  tbe  jffovistoo,  by 
inaerling  foar  troops  of  cavalry  of  sixty -foar  men 
each,  and  four  companies  m  dismounted  dra- 
goons. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Talliudob 
by  aigaaieats  drawn  from  transaetions  during  tbe 
Rerolnttonary  war,  and  oi^osed  by  Mr.  HauoM 
on  tbe  Mme  ground. 

It  was  agreed  to — ayes  65. 
Tanber  amendment  having  been  made  to  tbe 
4ctail  of  the  bill— withont  having  gone  through 
tejlheConraitiee  rose,  reported  prt^press,  and  ob- 
•niacd  leave  to  ait  again. 

THE  MINT. 

An  engrossed  bill  farther  to  proloikg  tbe  con- 
tinnaoeeof  tbe  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  tbe 
aame  do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  83y  nays  19,  as  follows : 
rjua-Ssaa  Alaiandir,  Lsonsl  J,  Akton,  WiUv 
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Alston,  jtHi.,  David  Bsrd,  Joseph  Bsjker,  BunreB  Bas- 
sett.  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  William  BIacUedg«.  John 
Blafce,  jnn.,  ioha  Bojie,  Bobert  Brovn,  WUlism  A. 
BnrweU.  Willian  Butler,  George  W.  Campbell,  £pa^ 
rodttus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  itAa  Ciftbraiie, 
Joseph  Clay,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Howell  Cobb,  Or- 
chard Cook,  John  Cnlpeppor,  Richard  Cutts,  Samnel 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joaiah  Deane,  Danid 
M.  Dorell.  James  Ettiot,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk, 
Francis  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett,  PetersoD  Good- 
^n,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Harris,  John 
Ht^rter,  William  Helms,  William  Ho^,  Daniel  lUley, 
Rbt.  Jenkins,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nebemiab  Knight,  John 
Lambnt,  Bdward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Robvt  Marion* 
WiHiam  Mibior,  Daniel  Men^mery,  jun.,  ThioMS 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonadiui  O.  Moselj,  Thma- 
as  Newton,  Wilson  O.  Nieholis,  Timothy  PUkia, 
John  Porter,  John  Pngh,  John  Rea  of  Penn^hruua, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias 
Richards,  3aiauel  Riker,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jamea  Sloan, 
John  Smilie,  Jededlah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Slorer, 
Peter  Swart,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Uphun, 
James  I.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Eillian  E. 
Van  Kensselaer,  Robert  Whitebill,  Isaac  Wilbour, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  James 
Witberell. 

Nats — Thomas  Blonnt,  Joseph Calbonn,JoIm  Clop- 
ton,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Holland,  Da- 
vid Holmes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Jose^  Lewtsjr.,  John 
Lore,  Matttiew  Lyon,  Xathaniel  Maoon,  John  Moiw 
row,  Roger  Nelson,  J<^n  Rowan,  Dennis  Smelt,  Abram 
Trigg,  Archibald  Tan  Hon,  and  Jesse  Whartmk 

TntjRBDAY,  March  17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCrbebt, 

Resolved,  That  the  Coramiiiee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  iniiuire  into  the 
expediency  of  reviving  an  act,  passed  on  tbe  sev- 
en leelh  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred, 
which  expired  on  the  third  iniiant,  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 
Maryland  and  Qeorgia. 

Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  was  committed,  on  the  eighteenth  instant, 
the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  tbe  act  entitled  *  An  act  esiablishing  cir- 
cuit courts,  and  abridging  tbe  jurisdieiion  of  the 
district  courts  of  the  districts  of  Kentucky,  Ten- 
nessee, and  Ohio,"  report^  several  amendments 
thereto ;  which  were  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
tbe  House. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  said  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  read  the  third  time  to-m«row. 

Mr.  Lewis  presented  a  petition  of  sundrjr  inbab^ 
itants  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  tbe  T«tri- 
tory  of  Columbia,  praying  a  reviaton  and  amend- 
ment of  anch  acts  or  |mru  of  acta,  passed  Con- 
gresa,  for  the  goverament  of  the  said  Territory, 
as  relale  to  promiKory  notes,  given  ns  seooritica 
for  the  payment  of  money,  ana  to  insolvent  debt- 
ors,  within  theaame^  for  the  reasons  therein  speei> 
aed.— Referred  to  the  Conuuinee  for  the  District 
af  Columbia. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  Uniied  Statfs,  tisnmittiaff  a  4«ne  of  tht 
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Enperor  of  France,  of  December  ic?eDteailb,  one 
tfaoastod  eight  hundred  and  seven,  aod  a  flimilar 
doeree  of  the  third  of  January  last,  hy  His  Catho- 
lic Majestjr.  The  Me«iag«,  and  tba  paper*  tran»- 
mitiedr  therewith,  were  read,  and  raerred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Matthew  Clat,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Reaoioed,  Th»t  on  each  day,  fiir  the  Temaiader  of 
the  MMioa,  precisely  at  twelve  o'clock,  there  be  s  call 
of  tha  House. 

The  mid  proposed  resolution  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolre 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  on  tbe  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '*An  act  for  raising 
an  additional  military  force,"  being  called  for,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Helms,  the  Commiiiee  of  the 
Whole  were  discharged  from  the  farther  consid- 
eration thereof,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to 
the  committee  appointed  on  the  the  twenty-ninth 
of  October  last,  on  so  much  of  tbe  Message  from 
the  Preaident  of  the  United  Stale^  of  tbe  tweniy- 
seventh  of  the  same  month,  as  relates  to  the  Mili- 
tary and  Naral  Establishments. 

Mr.  Holmes,  from  tbe  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  coikceraing  inralid  pentioaers } 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table. 

COMMITTEE  ON  ADJOURNMENT. 
Mr.  Dawson  proposd  the  following  resolution : 
iUtohed,  That  a  committee  be  appcnnted  on  the 

Ct  of  this  Hoose,  to  act  with  «aoh  committee  as  may 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  conuder  and 
report  "what  farther  burineas  is  neceaaary  to  be  done 
during  the  prewnt  scBsion,  and"  at  what  time  it  shall 
be  proper  to  adjourn. 

The  HoMse  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution — 

ayes  73. 

Mr.  Davboh  said,  it  would  be  observed  by  the 
House,  that  members  daily  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence; it  was  undoubtedly  the  wish  of  every  one 
to  adjourn  as  soon  as  pwsible ;  aod,  as  this  only 
went  to  inquire,  h'a  presumed  there  muld  be  no 
objection. 

.  The  words  quoted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Horn, 
were  stricken  oat. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHfl  thought,  perhaps,  on  this 
subject,  as  no  oihar  gentleman  did,  for  he  tboiigbt 
it  very  ill-timed ;  and  this  was  an  inaoapioioas 
moment  for  sneh  a  rcsolntlm.  In  what  was  the 
situation  of  the  country  differrat  from  what  it-was 
when  they-met  here,  and  which  every  person  con- 
sidered a  periloos  sitoaiioa  ?  I  ask  gentlemen, 
said  he,  will  they  adjourn,  and  leave  the  country 
in  tbe  situation  in  which  we  stood  when  we  met? 
Is  it  jpossible  that  this  is  the  case  1  I  wish  to  take 
off  of  my  shoulders  tbe  weight  of  responeibility 
which  might  rest  upon  me  froaa  its  paasipg  by  a 
silent  vote.  I  therelore  call  for  tbe  yeasand  nays 
upon  tbe  resaluUon.  I  with  to  tell  my  oonstitu- 
enu  that  1  am  willing  to  sit  here  till  thcra  is  some 
^ange  in  the  awful  appearance  of  Am«icaD  af- 
lairs.  I  eaMQi  rote  Jbr  this  naoliuion  witbo« 


soma  doean»nts.ue  ahom^or  some  raaeoaagivca, 

to  Indicate  a  cfaan^. 

Mr.  DAwaoir  said,  it  was  oenaialy  not  bis  wish 
that  Congress  should  rise,  without  taking  meas- 
ures necessary  for  the  nationl  defence.  All  my 
aota,  said  he,  wiU  show  to  lha  eootmry.  I  have 
been  one  amooff  those  who  have  advouted  every 
measure  of  defence  of  the  eonotnr ;  I  wish  that 
some  othen  had  done  the  same,  is  it  aot  a  fact, 
that  those  who  now  wish  to  jHolong  the  seaiioa, 
were  opposed  to  all  the  defensive  measures  which 
have  been  adopted  7  It  is  becatise  I  wish  to  hti- 
ten  the  necessary  laws,  that  1  have  proposed  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WauAMS  said  that  he  had  ao  other 
motive  for  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nayat  than  to 
show  that,  in  the  preaent  uioatioa  of  our  tSbm, 
he  had  voted  agaiasi  tbe  resolntion.  I  am  swry, 
said  he,  that  the  gentleman  from  Virgiaia  sboud 
have  charged  mc  with  being  uniformly  ommA 
to  defcndiag  the  nation.  Is  this  a  fact?  Caahe 
substantiate  tbe  assertion?  What  mighty  meas- 
ures has  be  proposed  for  the  defence  of  the  na- 
tion 7  Ay.  sir,  what  are  they  1  Let  the  geoilc- 
mao,  who  has  boasted  his  zeal,  tell  us  what  they 
are.  One  day,  a  bill  for  employing  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  seamen,  is  pressed  tbroogh 
tbe  Hoose  with  so  much  speed  as  not  even  to  al- 
low time  to  have  it  printed;  the  ueitday,  the 
gentleman  binveif  moved  that  tbe  bill  lie  an  tiic 
lable,  and  there  it  continues.  In  came  a  proposi- 
tion for  an  army  of  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand 
men  I  What  was  the  course  with  thati  I  am 
mistaken,  or  the  gentleman  did  indoee  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  fo  tbrongh  that  UU  ^ 
declaring  that  he  did  not  mean  to  nw«a  the  eoa- 
sideratioB  of  the  report,  whea  it  waa  made  (a  (be 
House.  How  now  ?  An  army  of  twelve  tbea- 
saod  men  is  frittered  down  to  six  thousand.  Is 
this  like  being  a  friend  to  defenee  ?  And  yet  tbe 
gentleman  has  stigmatized  me  in  this  manner,  be- 
cause I  shall  vote  against  his  motion,  and  perba|M 
be  anticipates  tbat  I  shall  vate  a^iost  his  six 
thousand  men.  I  wish  tbe  gentleman  to  show 
that  I  have  voted  against  any  measure  for  the 
dcfsaoe  of  the  nation.  I  know  of  no  strongmtst- 
urc  but  the  embargo  act ;  and  the  gentleman  can- 
not have  fwgot  that  I  did,  vrith  all  the  zeal  Iwa* 
master  of,  endeavor  to  support  the  bill  amendatory 
of  the  enmivo  law.  I  had  not  an  opoortunity  m 
voting  on  the  wwoal  k« }  and  I  nnva  before 
candidly  said,  that!  shopM  not  have  v«ed  for  K 
had  I  been  here ;  but,  beennsa  thrnation  had  lift- 
ed its  arm,  I  was  willing  to  sopport  it  with  all  my 
strength.  I  am  accused  wrongly ;  I  will  deftna 
the  nation ;  and  when  the  gcMieman  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  any  other,  shall  show  that  my  eoontiy 
calls  for  it.  it  would  hat  be  doing  justice  to  my 
feelings  to  say  that  my  blood  is  at  its  service. 

Mr.  Dawboh  said,  that  ceruioly  the  gentleman 
from  South  Cart^ioa  oonld  not  suppose  that  be 
had  been  alluded  to,  for  Mr.  D.  now  declared  tbat 
he  did  not  know  how  the  gentlemen  had  voted  ea 
questions  of  defence. 

After  some  further  obaervations— Mr.  KiixT 
moved  that  the  reaalBiiaalieaaika  tables  Oasrieo. 
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XARTLANB  COin*EaT£l»  EIBCTIOIT. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on 
the  coDtested  election  of  Mr.  P.  B.  Key  was  oall- 
cdop. 

[The  Committee  of  Sleetiras,  to  whom,  it  will 
be  reeolleeitd,  e  fbraer  report  wm  roeonmhtcd, 
wpoited  ma  opinimi  that  nothiBc  in  the  evidnce 
Mere  thera,  so  fer  u  re^Mcts  tne  soggeetiMi  of 
Mr.  Key  being  a  pensioner  or  half-^ajr  ofi^er  to 
th«  King  of  Oceat  Britain,  autborma  them  to 
alter  the  opinion  of  tberesolntionsBbmitted  with 
their  former  report.] 

Mr.  Rowan  moved  an  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  subject,  and  sopported  his  motion  on  tbc 
froond  that  the  decision  of  a  question  of  &et  on 
thepoiot  of  residence,  rested  properljrand  exolu* 
aiwAj  with  the  people,  vho  were  the  best  judges 
of  it,  as  to  the  allefEed  pension ;  on  wbioh  point, 
howerer,  he  bad  no  doubt,  if  it  were  even  true, 
neither  the  Consiitaiion  nor  any  law  tff  the  Uni- 
ted States  maire  it  a  diBquaiiBcatioa  from  a  seat, 
altfaeogb  it  might  be  cause  for  discussion  what 
course  shoald  be  pursued  with  a  member  if  acta- 
mlljr  in  the  receipt  of  a  peusion  afier  he  became  a 
nembei.  Mr.  R.  obserred  that  an  election  wonld 
t^e  riaee  in  the  ensaing  Auiume,  in  which  the 
people  woidd  hare  an  opportuutjr  tod«ehre  their 
opwim  by  a  le-dcctioo.  or  otherwiae. 

Mr.  Kit  obierTed  that  he  should  be  eencaat 
with  any  coune  that  the  Hoose  afaoald  take; 
wen  be  to  eonsult  bis  personal  feding^  he  ehoold 
with  it  imraediitely  decided. 

Messrs.  Eppes,  Marioh,  and  Albtoit,  opposed 
the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  a  postnoDement  of 
ibis  sqbjeet  would  be  a  breach  of  tbeir  duty ;  the 
Constitution  had  made  it  their  duty  to  inquire 
into  an  election  of  one  of  their  own  body  wnen- 
erer  contested,  and  they  could  not  shrink  from  it ; 
that  ibis  provision  was  essential  for  the  preserva- 
tiooof  the  purity  of  the  House  ^  that  this  subject 
should  have  been  long  ago  decided  on  ;  and  that 
the  ''people"  could  not  perform  what  the  Con- 
atitntion  had  made  the  positive  duty  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Eppse  emindered  the  deeiaien  on  the  mo- 
tkm  move  important  than  even  the  election  itself, 
as  cstaUishtof  tbepreeedentby  which  theymirht 
hereafter  be  tempted  to  throw  the  re8pOMfl»nty 
from  tbeir  shoulders  on  the  people ;  be  therefore 
catted  for  the  yeas  and  navs  on  it. 

Mr.  RowAM  withdrew  nis  motion. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  subject. 

The  r^rt  of  the  Committee  of  Eleetioiu  eon- 
dadea  wuh  the  foUowiug  reaolution : 

Umtktd,  That  Phffip  Barton  Key  is  entiflsd  to  bis 
ewitelhkHonae. 

A  eenriderable  discussion  arose  on  the  resolu- 
tiOB,  DM  interesting,  nor  yet  confiaed  to  one  par- 
tiealar  point— there  being  two  in  this  question— 
fftflC  of  resideoce,  seeood  of  his  being  «  pensioBer. 
Someffenttemeo  wished  theqoestion  to  be  divided, 
so  as  to  take  a  question  on  each  ef  these  two  prin- 
«i|^e8^  Am  the  reeoliittOB  might  euty  ott  the  foee 
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of  it  evidence  of  the  ground  on  whieb  hie  seat  was 
confirmed  or  vacated. 

At  half  past  three,  a  motion  was  made  that  (he 
Committee  rise,  and  negatived— 57  to  42. 

At  four,  the  Committee  rose,  without  coming 
to  a  decision  on  any  point— 57  to  36,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


FainaT,  Match  18. 
Mr.  Dawboh,  from  the  eommittee  iqipointed  on 
the  tweaty-iynth  of  October  last,  on  so  much  of 
the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  tbe  Military  and  Naval  Es- 
tablishments, to  whom  was,  yesterday,  recommit- 
ted the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  for  raising  an  additional  miNtary  force,"  re- 
ported several  amendments  thereto ;  which  wece 
read,  and,  together  with  the  said  bill,  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BoTLE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  presented  a  bill  to  change  the  boundaries 
of  the  land  districts  in  tbe  Territory  of  Indiana; 
and  to  continue,  for  a  farther  timej  the  authority 
of  the  Commissiwiers  of  Kaskaskia ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  eommitted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  hill  eonaerniug  invalid  pensioners,  which  was 
received  yesterday,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  tabl^ 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  Message  was  received  from  tbe  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  to  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point. — Referred  to  Messrs, 
NiOROLASj  Tboop,  Desha,  Upbah,  and  Milnoiu 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Dana, 
Beaolved,  That  tbe  Committee  of  Commeroe 
and  Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  propriety  of  admitting  ships  or  vessels,  not 
registered  as  vessels  of  the  United  States,  to  un- 
lade within  the  district  of  Middletown,  in  the 
Stale  of  Connecticut ;  and,  also,  of  adraittingships 
or  vessels  arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hqw, 
or  any  place  beyond  the  ume,  to  make  entry  at 
the  port  of  Mid^etown }  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Maoofactures,  presented  a  bill  to  dia- 
eharga  Francis  Baretto  from  his  imprisonment ; 
whien  was  read  twice.  Whereupon,  a  motton 
was  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williahb,  that  the  said 
bill  be  eommitted  to  the  consideration  of  a  Coo^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  And  the  question  beinc 
taken  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the  native.  A 
motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Stakpord,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  their  vote  on  the  question  to 
commit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
And,  OB  tbequesUoa  for  reciHuideratioa,  it  passed 
in  the  nuaiiTe.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Shiub,  the 
MH  Wta  &ea  leeommitted  to  the  Comaittae  of 
CoMierec  and  MaanfatttiHes. 

■Mr.  Houraa,  from  the  Oomwittee  of  dafaM, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaae  Biwga'} 
which  was  reed  twice,  and  commuted  loa  Con- 
mitlee  ef  the  Whole  o«  Monday  Mxt.. 
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Tht  bill  seot  from  the  Senate, entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  an  acij  entitled  *  An  act  establishing 
eiroait  eoiut%  and  abridging  the  jnrisdietioa  of 
the  district  courts  of  the  districts  of  Keotuckf, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohii^"  together  with  the  ameod- 
meots  agreed  thereto  ]reaterda]r,  was  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 

INVALID  GOBP& 

Mr.  NBI.80M  begged  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
relative  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army. 
It  is  a  well  known  factj  said  he,  tbst  from  the 
particularity  of  the  service,  men  who  enter  into 
the  Army  become  so  debilitated  before  their  time 
expires,  that  tbey  are  afterwarda  incapacitated 
from  getting  a  livelihood  by  labor,  it  would  cer- 
tainly prove  a  very  burdensome  expenae  to  the 
United  States  to  take  all  such  under  their  care, 
and  provide  them  with  pensions;  and  aa  certainly 
thia  18  not  my  object.  Now  those  men  might  yet 
be  useful  soldiers  in  garrisons.  At  present,  when 
discharged,  they  become  common  pests  to  society; 
and  we  find  them  travelliog  about  the  country  in 
the  capacity  of  beggars,  fconsider  it  a  disgrace 
to  the  country  and  to  humanity,  that  men,  who 
have  spent  the  best  part  of  their  lives  in  the  ser^ 
Tiee,  should  be  turned  out  as  beggars,  and  wan* 
derers  on  the  ftee  of  the  earth.  My  object  is,  that 
they  shall  be  provided  for  in  a  way  that  shall  not 
be  expensive  to  the  United  States,  and  in  which 
they  may  still  he  serviceable  to  the  country,  to 
form  an  invalid  corps.  Those  men  may  perform 
good  garrison  duty  who  have  become  incapable 
of  doing  duty  in  the  field.  Another  circumstance 
induces  me  to  offer  this  resolution:  Officers  can-^ 
not  be  dismissed  from  service,  except  it  be  for 
some  crime,  or  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Preudent  of 
the  United  States.  I  trnst  we  shall  never  have  a 
President  in  these  United  States  so  devoid  of  hu- 
manity aa  to  discbarge  an  officer  because  he  is 
worn  out  in  service.  Those  officers  might  be 
placed  in  the  same  grade  in  the  eorps  of  invalid 
pensioners  which  tbey  have  held  in  the  Army, 
and  live  out  the  remainder  of  their  days  with 
eomfort  to  themselves  and  advantage  to  society. 
Mr.  N.  cited  the  case  of  two  officers  whom  he  had 
knowledge  of,  who  had  become  superannuated 
and  unfit  for  service,  and  yet  continued  in  the 
camp,  preventing  younger,  meritorions,  and  active 
officers  from  taking  the  situation  which  they  bad 
Iwcome  incompetent  to  fill.  For  the  purpose  of 
doing  away  this  inconvenience,  said  he,  all  I  ask 
is  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  sobject.   If  a  report  can  be  made  on  such  a 

rlan  as  wilt  meet  the  approbation  of  the  House, 
trust  it  will  be  adopted;  if  not,  it  may  easily  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  N.  then  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  "greed  to  wiihont  a  division: 

Xm^ved,  lliat  a  oammlttee  be  appointed  to  ii^QBre 
into  the  expediency'  of  making  provision  by  law  fat  the 
lebsf  of  the  infirm,  dbaUed,  and  snpecaanoated  offi- 
oera  and  ecridiats  of  the  Anl^  <tf  the  VwAai  States ; 
tmd  that  the  eoMariHee  ham  leave  to  leport  Iqr  biU  or 
oAnwise. 

Measrs.  Nai^oN,  Howaan,  Tj^LutaiMa,  Taioa, 
and  Dumb,  were  anwinled  the  oMuaittM. 
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MARYLAND  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  contested  election  of  Philip  B.  Kit. 

After  several  propMiiions  for  amendment  to  the 
report  of  the  Cmnmittee  of  Glectiona  had  been 
node  and  withdrawn,  tbe  qoeation  was  at  teogth 
taken  on  tbe  rcportj  and  carried  53  to  44. 

The  Committee  immediately  rose  and  nportcd 
the  resoloiion  in  the  followtDg  W(wis: 

Ite$ohedt  That  ndllp  B.  Key,  Esquire,  n  entidsd  f» 
his  seat  in  this  Honse. 

[The  words,  "having  the  greatat  number  tf 
votes,  and  being  qualified  agreeably  to  the  Coasti- 
ttttion,"  were  struck  out  of  the  resolution  in  Cnn- 
mittee  of  the  Whole.] 

The  question  being  put  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  these 
words,  Mr.  Ranoolph  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  taking  it  first  on  the  words  in  italic. 

And  the  question  having  been  put  on  a  coccus 
rence  in  striking  out  the  first  part  of  the  clsiue 
as  divided,  was  carried  without  a  division. 

Tbe  question  on  concurrence  in  striking  out  tbe 
remainder  of  tbe  clause,  was  carried — yeas  79, 
nays  28,  as  follows:   

Ttia— Evan  Alexander,  Lamaal  J.  Alston,  WHb 
Alston,  jr.,  Esekiel  Baeon,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb;  Ma 
Boyle,  WiUtam  Butfer,  George  W.  Campbell,  Joha 
Campbell,  Epaphroditas  Champim,  Martin  CUOea- 
den,  John  Cloptm,  John  Cu^epper,  Riduad  Cutis, 
John  DsTeoport,  junior,  Jobn  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Da- 
reU,  WiUiam  Ely,  WUUsm  Fiodky.  Junes  Fiik.  Fna- 
cn  Oardnsr,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  btish  L. 
Qnuit  John  Hanis,  John  Heister,  WiUiam  Bogs, 
James  Holland,  David  Hobneo,  Daniel  JMey,  Bobirt 
Jenkina,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kiriupotiitk, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Edward 
Llojd,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nsthaoiel  Mscon, 
Robert  Marion,  Joeiah  Ma^rs,  WUliam  Milnor,  N.  R. 
Moore,  Tbos.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Joaatban  O.  Moeely,  Tbomaa  Newton,  W.  C.  Nicho- 
las, Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugb,  Josiah  Quiner, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  ^ea  of  Tenneaee, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan.  Jehn 
Russell,  ^benezer  Sa&ver,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  AniA, 
John  Smith.  Heniy  Southard,  William  Sledmon,  ds* 
ment  Storer,  Pet«r  Swart,  Samuel  Taggoit,  Benjsmia 
TaHma^,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Jobes  Dp- 
ham.  Jas.  I.  Ton  Allan,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robart 
Whitohill,  Isaac  WUbour,  D.  R.  WiUisms,  Marmadoks 
WiUiaow,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  James  Withe  rail. 

Naxs— -David  Bard,  Josrah  Barker,  Borwell  Bsssstt, 
William  Bladdedge.  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bleont, 
Robert  Blown,  William  A.  Borwell.  Joseph  Calbooo, 
Howell  Cobb,  Josiah  Deane,  Jos.  Desha,  Jamea  ElUol, 
J^  W.  Eppes,  Petereon  Goodwyn.  William  Hdaia, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Thonus  Kenan.  J<riin  Lambert 
Roger  Nelson,  J*^  Rsad^ph,  Jacob  Riohards,  John 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Hidurd  Stanford.  Geo.  M ■ 
Troop,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Jeese  Whsrtoo. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  oalled  on  tbe 
resolution  as  reported,  Mr.  Stampobd  moved  to 
adjourn. — Negatived,  ayes  8. 

Metsrii.  Stojiford,  UAitD0tj>H,  NicB0(.a8,aiid 
Smilie  then  opposed  the  report,  and  Messrs.  I*iv- 
fcBHOBB,  Sloah,  and  Ksr,  supported  it. 

The  questba  oa  the  final  ceaaidcraiiQa  of  this 
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leport  sppesTed  to  be  redoeed  to  the  plain  fact  of 
r^denee.  TbeoppoDeDtsortfaenportcontended 
that  Mr.  Ket,  hannr  resided  bat  two  weeka  la 
Ifaryland  innnediatefy  antecedent  to  the  election, 
an  affirmatire  decision  of  this  resolution  wonra 
ix  a  precedent  to  the  future  dednitioD  of  the  Oon- 
stitotiooal  term  of  residence;  that  hereafter,  when 
the  empital  of  the  United  Slates  was,  as  it  must 
be,  a  populous  citjr,  the  influence  and  wealth  of 
that  city  and  of  the  Government,  as  had  beeo  the 
ease  in  Qreat  Britato,  might  secure  the  electioo  of 
any  person  whom  they  should  choose  to  send 
for  a  few  days  residence  into  any  Slate  in  the 
Union. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  contended  by  Mr. 
Kbt  himself  and  others,  that  he  had  fixed  a  resi- 
dence, purchased  land,  and  built  a  bouse  in  Mont- 

Simery  eoanty,  Bforylaod,  previous  to  a  remoral 
ere;  that  it  was  his  intention  to  hare  a  fixed 
residenee  there,  though  he  meant  to  reside  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  for  the  purpose  of  baring 
his  children  educated,  and  for  the  eonrenience  of 
Iraainess.  This  was  said  to  be  Tery  diflferent  from 
a  transient  residence;  aod  even  were  a  transient 
resideoee  sufficient  qualification,  the  integrity  of 
30,000  freemen  would  always  prove  a  sufficient 
barrier  against  eorraption. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  decided  in  the  affirmatiTc— yeas  57, 
nays  52, a«  follows: 

Tkas — Evu)  Alexander,  LamneKJ.  Alaton,  Ezeklel 
Baom,  BurweU  Bauett,  William  W.  Bibb,  John  Boyle, 
WilUam  Butler,  John  Campbell,  Epaphroditai  Cham- 
pioa,  JoMph  Clay,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Culpepper, 
iobn  DaTcopoTt,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Elliot,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  WiUiain  Findley,  Francis  Gardner,  James 
M.  Ganwtt,  Jobs  Harris,  John  Hetster,  William  Helms, 
Ben.  Howard,  Daniel  Daley,  Robert  Jenkiiu,  lUehaid 

H.  JohnK>n,  Junes  Kellv,  WUIhun  Kirkpatriek.  John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St  Leo  Livermore, 
Edward  Uoyd.  Mat^ew  Lyon,  William  Milnor,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  "nmothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pagh,  Josiah  Qaint^, 
J.  mwa  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Rowan, 
Mm  Rnsaril,  James  Sloaa,  Dennis  Smelt,  William 
Stedman,  Samuel  Taggart,  Bei^aain  TaUmadge,  John 
ThsnpsoD,  OMHse  M.  IVoap,  Jite  UiAam,  James 

I.  Tan  AUm,  AidubaU  Van  Hcon.  KiUkn  K.  Tan 
Benssriasr,  Jcbh  Wbarton,  and  ManMdoko  WiUiama. 

Ifasa— WilKa  Alston,  Jr.,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bar- 
ktr,  Wm.  Blackledga,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  BkHWt, 
Bobirt  Bivwn,  William  A.  Borwell,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Gae.  W.  Campbell,  John  Cloptoo,  Howell  Cobb.  John 
Davmeo,  Joaiah  Deane.  Daniel  M.  Dorall,  John  W. 
£|pM»  Jaa.  Piak,  Peterson  Goodnyn,  laaiah  L.  Gre«i, 
waEw  Hoge,  James  Holland,  David  Hohnea,  Thomas 
Kenan,  Jdin  Love,  Nathaniel  Macon*  Robert  Marion, 
Joaab  Masters,  Nicholas  B.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa  Newton,  Wilson 
C.  Nididaa,  John  Randolph,  Jidin  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
ma,  Jacob  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  Ebenezer  SesTer, 
John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Saranet 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Clement 
Storer,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  Robert  Wbitehill, 
Isaac  WilbOQT,  David  R.  WUUan^  Alexander  vnison, 
sad  JsBsa  mnOenU. 


H.  or  R. 


THE  EMBARGO. 
Mr.  LivaaHOBB  said,  that  sonpe  days  ago  he 
had  gtTen  notiee  of  his  intention  of  introdoelog 
a  resohitioo  for  the  porpoae  of  diseassing  the  cx- 
pedieney  of  taking  off  tne  embar^ ;  he  now  rose, 
impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  eoaslitaeats,  to 
man  the  motion. 

It  was  not,  said  be,  from  a  sadden  thought,  but 
from  the  raatorest  coosi'leration  I  am  capable  of 
bestowing  opon  any  subject,  and  a  full  conviction 
of  the  proper  line  of  my  duty,  that  I  formed  the 
determination  to  make  the  motion ;  and  I  confess 
I  hare  seen  no  caune  to  alter  my  opinion  since  I 
declared  my  intention.  I  shall  briefly  assign  the 
reasons  in  support  of  the  ratolution  I  am  atraut  to 
offer,  hopinc,  by  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 
hereafter  to  nave  an  opportunity  of  discussing  at 
targe  this  important  qoestion.  It  must  he  ac- 
knowledged we  are  pretty  maeh  in  the  dark  with 
respect  to  oar  foreign  relations ;  hat  as  to  Cheat 
Brtlain,  I  think  we  ought  not  to  hare  a  rational 
apprehenaion  of  war.  There  must  be  an  egre- 
gious fanh  in  ibe  Qovernment  of  that  nation,  or 
oars,  to  have  produced  sacb  a  state  of  things.  I 
think  the  woild  will  say,  and  our  coosiiiuenu  bare 
a  right  to  oonclode,  that  the  whole  tenor  of  our 
eondoet  the  present  session  (except  as  to  words) 
has  erinced  that  war  with  that  nation  is  the  fur- 
thest from  our  thoughts.  I  h^hly  approve  of  this 
peaceable  disposition,  and  hope  that  neither  Qor- 
ernmeot  will  be  so  distracted  as  by  its  conduct  to 
occasion  hostilities  between  us.  As  to  France 
aod  Spain,  it  appears  by  the  communication  from 
the  President,  yesterday,  we  are  in  a  state  of  war 
with  both.  For  the  tyrannical  decree  of  Milan, 
as  it  is  called,  and  the  servile  Spanish  proclama^ 
tioB  in  pursuaaee,  are  ia  my  o|rinion  taotamoant 
to  a  declaration  of  mr  against  all  neotraleon^ 
mcre^  and  ought  to  be  eonsidaed  and  resent- 
«d  as  each,  if  any  spirit  remains  in  the  nation; 
bat  an  embargo  is  a  most  impotent  way  of  re- 
senting the  injury. 

Asa  Represflotaiive  of  a  very  important  part  of 
theUoioo.I  feel  itmy  duty  to  speak  my  mind  free- 
ly upon  tois  occasion ;  and  i  trust  in  Qod  I  sbaU 
never  hesitate  when  an  object  of  such  importance 
to  the  honor  and  happiness  of  ray  constituents  is 
before  me,  and  I  confess,  I  do  not  percetve  any 
difflcalty  in  choosing  the  coorse  we  onght  to 
parsne. 

When  the  subject  of  the  embargo  shall  be  fairly 
examined,  I  apprehend  the  loss  «  phiperly  to  IM 
people  of  tbe  United  States  will  greatly  astonish 
geotlemeo.  It  appears  that  the  exports  of  om 
year  prior  to  tbe  Ist  of  October,  1807,  amounted  to 
(48.700,000  of  the  produce  and  manufactures  of 
tbe  United  States  and  we  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  ioerea»e  would  have  made  the  whole 
araoant  for  tbe  present  year  at  least  five  roillions. 
The  profit  upon  the  sales  at  foreign  markets^  in* 
eluding  freights,  and  which  is  the  earnings  «  our 
vessels  aod  Tabor  of  seamen,  may  be  eatimaied  at 
fifty  per  cent.  Tbe  amount  of  exports  of  foreign 
articles  the  last  year  was  flfty-mne  millions  six 
bondred  thousand  dollars.  The  profit  arising  to 
oar  eltiieos  opon  importation  and  ezportalioa  m»f 
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be  estimated  at  Sftf  per  eeot^  or  about  thirtjr  mil- 
lions }  which  is  a  moderate  eatimatioa,  iDcludiog 
freighu  It  would  be  a  very  moderate  calculatioo 
to  esitmete  the  whole  benefit  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  Slates,  arising  from  imports  and  ez- 
porM  of  articles  of  foreign  or  domestic  growth  and 
manufacture,  at  one  hundred  millions,  exclusive  of 
the  reTenne,  which  is  upwards  of  sixteen  millions 
more.  Bat  suppose,  in  consequmce  of  losses  by 
eaptnre  and  failure  of  markets,  resulting  from  the 
present  embarrassments  upon  our  commerce,  the 
*am  should  be  reduced  one-third,  or  eren  one- 
half;  yet  still  the  «nm  is  gieat,  aad  ailboqgb  a 
man  would  be  OTerwholmea  with  the  loss  of  his 
whole  property,  he  mightezisi  onder  the  privation 
of  one-half.  It  may  be  demonsuted,  that  should 
the  embargo  continue  one  year,  the  loss  to  the 
United  Slates  would  amount  to  960,000,000  at  the 
most  moderate  oaleulation;  and  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  think  I  should  be  Justified  should  I  es- 
timate it  at  one  hundred  millions.  About  thirty- 
eight  millions  are  the  products  of  agriculture; 
the  residue  consists  of  products  of  the  sea,  of  the 
forest,  of  manufactures,  and  the  earnings  of  ships, 
&c^  and  of  laborers  and  seamen,  Ac.  MoKt  of 
the  articles  exported  are  of  a  perishable  nature; 
siieh  as  are  not,  are  superfiuous,  or  not  wanted 
in  the  United  Siatee,  or  for  home  consumption; 
or  aneh  as  would  not  be  manufactured  if  there 
was  ao  market  for  them.  And  supposing  the 
embargo  to  be  taken  off  at  the  end  or  the  year,  a 
double  quantity  to  carry  to  market  would,  by 
ovmbargine  it,  reduce  the  price,  so  that  the 
whole  would  not  be  of  more  value  than  the  pro- 
dace  of  one  season.  But  what  may  be  infinitely 
worse,  and  in  its  consequences  prove  calamltons 
indeed,  is,  that  people  being  driven  by  necessity 
would  seek  other  sources  of  commerce  to  supply 
their  wants,  and  perhaps  our  oitizeos  be  forever 
deprived  of  their  cnstomary  trade.  This  subject 
requires  the  most  serious  attention  of  Congress. 

The  loss  of  property  to  the  people  of  the  United 
State*  is  of  itself  .very  great;  but  the  evils  eon- 
sequent  upon  it  are  infinitely  greater.  The  peo- 
ple who  are  to  be  wholly  deprived  of  the  means 
of  anpport,  and  who  already  ieel  the  bad  efiectsof 
the  embargo,  wiU  be  fon«d  aot  to  fall  short  of  two 
hundred  thousand ;  aad  how  they  ore.  to  gain  a 
anbsistence,  reqnitet  more  itttelligenoe  thoa  fkUi 
to  the  lot  of  any  mortal  to  devise.  The  dittieas 
of  these  and  a  variety  of  other  persws,  will  be 
aileh  as  adnils  not  of  human  calculation,  or  ood- 
ception.  Human  laws  may  be  obeyed  until  a  large 
proportion  of  the  people  find  them  too  grievous 
Co  be  borne.  But  what  mast  the  situation  of  that 
eoanirybe,wfaeB  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  people 
become  frantic  from  sufiering'?  The  thing  may, 
ina  fitiotdegree,  be  imagined,  but  description  would 
foil;  and  my  intention  is  to  give  this  subject  the 
most  calm,  temperate,  and  logical  consideration ; 
not  h«ghtcned  by  rhetorieal  or  fanciful  deserip- 
tion  of  distresses,  of  which  it  is  ao  ahnndently 
eapoble.  Never,  however,  did  a  eubjeet  offer 
greater  temptaliw  to  the  indulMooe  of  foooy, 
and  whieh  the  kindness  oS  the  House  may  hwc- 
tiWraUmr. 


t'here  have  been  at  various  periods,  embargoes 
in  particular  ports,  for  certain  parposes,  ana  foi 
a  short  duration  of  time ;  but  never,  until  an 
American  Legislature  conceived  the  bold  idea, 
.  did  a  Government  lay  a  perpetual  embargo  apoa 
a  commerce  of  $100,000,000  annual  exportation. 
Nations  at  war  embargo  each  other  as  much  ai 
they  can,  as  is  now  practised  in  Europe,  but  lo 
destroy  our  own  commerce  in  order  to  injure  otu 
neighbor,  is  certainly  a  novel  invention.  It  ii 
too  much  like  a  man's  binding-up  his  limbs  to 
prevent  a  circBlation  of  his  blood,  the  better  to 
promote  the  health  of  the  natural  body.  But  as* 
certain  death  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  a  want  of  cuxulatioa  and  proper  noorisbment, 
so  the  cectain  death  of  the  body  politic  will  be  tht 
consequence  of  the  continuance  of  the  embargo. 

I  am  aware  of  the  objects  of  some  gentlemen 
who  are  supporters  of  the  embargo  system,  wtta 
suppose  that  it  is  to  operate  as  a  coercive  met' 
sure  upon  foreign  nations;  ,but  I  apprehend  thii 
opinion  is  in  a  sreat  degree  erroneous.  It  will 
probably  aflect  France  and  Spain ;  but,  if  I  am 
right  in  my  conjecture,  the  necessary,  proper,  and 
j.usti6able  course  towards  those  nations  is  a  sos- 
pension  of  commercial  intercourse,  and  suffering 
our  vessels  to  arm  against  their  eraisets.  Tlu^ 
with  a  similar  spirit  to  that  whieh  broke  forth  in 
1793— a  spark  struck  from  the  fire  of  *7d-woald 
insure  us  tolerable  safety  on  the  ocean  ;  aad,  on- 
doubtedlf ,  peaee  on  good  terifls  with  the  only  na- 
tion capable  essentially  to  injure  our  commerce. 

But  the  embargo  cannot  injure  Great  Brilaip ; 
indeed  how  the  giving  up  to  that  nation  the  in- 
disputed  commerce  of  the  ocean,  and  cutting  off 
all  supplies  from  her  enemies,  can  affect  her  wbxx- 
wise  than  beneficially,  is  past  my  powers  of  com- 
prehensioD.  Our  provisions  she  can  live  without ; 
the  raw  materials  she  can  get  elsewhere ;  and  her 
manufactures  will  find  their  way  into  every  cooa- 
try  on  the  globe,  so  long  as  they  retain  their  ex- 
cellence. The  ingenuity  of  man  cannot  prevent 
it.  As  to  compellicg  Gceat  Britain  to  give  op 
the  r^htofseaiohiog  for  seamen  in  merchant  ve- 
sela.  it  is  the  most  ridiealons  expedient  ever  hit 
upon.  Let  the  embargo  be  continued  mw  ycaii 
and  we  shall  not  haven  tenth  part  of  onr  sevM 
remaiDing  in  onr  country.  Tliis  circumstance  I 
aotieed  at  the  time  of  passing  xhe  first  act,  and 
every  day  gives  aceooiits  verifying  the  peedidioD. 

This  qucsltott  has  been  frequently  naked— 
"BbouM  the  embargo  be  token  off,  where  con  oar 
fessds  go?"  It  oi^t  to  be  a  soffioMBt  answer 
to  this  inqotty  to  say,  leave  the  ship  owners  u 
find  a  market  for  the  g^s  they  choose  to  espoft ; 
and  it  can  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
farmer  or  planter,  that  the  exporter  may  make  a 
bad  baigain ;  it  is  for  him  alone  to  find  bis  mar 
ket,  and  he  is  perfectly  willing  to  take  the  risk 
upon  himself,  or  can  find  insurers  to  assist  him, 
and  the  enhanced  price  must  ultimately  fall  upon 
the  consumer.  But  this  is  not  the  only  answer, 
and  it  can  be  clearly  shown  that  there  is  a  greater 
and  more  beneficial  trade  now  open  to  us,  tbaa 
we  evjer  enioyel  previous  to  the  war  in  Barope; 
and  probably  greater  than  we  itave  aojr  catioiui 
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«qMctau«a  of  eojo^ng,  vkeald  ]wm«  take  place. 
We  hmre  ■  greater  true  with  the  whole  ooDtt- 
Beit  (tf  America  tkan  ire  ever  had.  The  trade 
t«  Brazil,  which  it  will  be  oik  owd  fault  if  we  do 
BM  putieipate  id,  will  be  an  immeue  toquisition. 

trade  to  the  Wctt  India  ialsnda,  iDclodii^ 
ttat  to  Hisputiola,  which  oat  of  great  reapeot  to 
the  French  QoTernmeDt  we  hare  relinqnisbed, 
k  mach  more  valuable,  and  would  be  more  bene- 
ficiflJ  than  ever  it  was  at  any-  former  period.  The 
in^e  to  the  East  Indiea  b  of  wvtf  great  import- 
ance ;  and  the  whole  of  Asia  and  Mrioa  are  stUl 
open  to  the  enterprise  of  our  coontrymea.  Part 
it  tke  Mediterranean  and  part-of  the  Baltic  are 
in  the  same  sitnatioo. 

To  the  British  Buiopeao  islands,  and  most  of 
the  cooiinent  of  Europe,  it  is  true,  we  are  diflet- 
cotly  circumstanoed.  !□  going  to  the  former 
iberc  ii  some  risk^  on  account  ofFreaeh  cruisers, 
aad  eo  it  may  be  m,the  West  India  islands ;  but 
in  myopinten  the  remedy  is  easy  and  weongbt  not 
tokMUte.  ThelatteroaghttobepnAUritMnntil 
jontce  is  the  only  ntteamMignatioDe,  and  tbelaw 
of  aatioas  is  aomething  more  than  a  dead  tetter. 
Bm  at  all  eventa  it  wonid  be  inflnildy  belter  for 
oar  coon  try  to  let  oar  merchsDis  hare  the  com- 
moD  privilege  of  oar  fellow-eitizeos,  of  disposing 
of  tbeit  own  property — to  determioe  for  ihera- 
selws  the  amount  of  the  risk,  and  take  tfaetr 
etuLQce  of  capture,  rather  than  to  continae  the 
embargo,  which  mast  be  inevitable  destruction  to 
all.  They  ought  not  to  be  denied  the  privilege 
of  free  citizens.  An  opportunity  of  discussiog 
this  important  subject  is  what  I  most  earnestly 
wish.  Those  who  favor  or  support  the  embargo 
aystem  may  then  adduce  their  arguments  in  its 
BOpport — which  I  troat  will  be  fairly,  candidly, 
and  I  hope  aatisfaotorily  answered,  and  a  just  oon- 
dunoa  drawn,  which  may  leseae  oar  ooee  hai^y 
cooirtry  from  the  destruetion  whieh  awaits  it. 
The  destruction  af  one  huodted  millions  of  pro* 
perty  is  of  verr  serions  consequence,  and  we  amy 
add  to  tliis  value  one  milliou  forty-fbnr  thousand 
tons  of  shipping,  which,  if  destroyed,  could  not  be 
leplaced  ranch  short  of  fil^y  mtUions  of  dtdlars ; 
but  great  as  the  losses  arcj  they  are  trifling  in  them- 
■etres  wbra  considered  m  relation  to  the  conse- 

Senees.  The  individual  distreaa,  and  a  D&dooal 
nkruptcy,  for  want  of  revenue— a  universal 
poverty  for  want  of  circulating  medium,  which 
win  vanish  in  a  very  little  time  under  the  present 
stagnaiioD  of  business — a  hatred  towards  the  Gov- 
erament — a  dfssotution  of  the  Coostitntton,  and 
a  second  age  of  Vandalism — appear  to  me  the 
Inevitable  consequences  of  the  embargo  system. 

Though  I  can  perceive  no  necenity Tor  what  has 
been  termed  an  "  entangling  altfance"  with  any 
nation,  yet  I  am  compelled  upon  this  oecarion  to 
say,  that  from  necessity,  onr  only  coarse  of  safety 
Is  peaee  with  Oreat  Britain  and  opposition  to  the 
honndlen ambition  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French. 
And  I  go  further  and  declare  my  opinion  (which 
as  a  freeman  and  a  representative  of  freemen,  I 
have  a  right  to  otter)  tnat  shoald  Britain  ftill  be- 
neaib  the  meditated  yc^e,  Americans  would  be, 
like  Jfeaarwi,  the  lost  to  be  deroored.  Why  ihea, 


should  we  not  lay  aside  unnatural  prejudices,  and 
hasten  to  do  ourselves  justice  1  1  believe  1  speak 
the  sentiments  of  a  majority  of  the  nation  ;  and 
I  believe  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this 
Hoase. 

That  Bonaparte  has  declared  there  shall  be 
no  neutrals,  we  have  as  good  information  as  we 
have  of  the  fkcts  eommonieated  yesterday,  aod 
it  isdiffieak  for  roe  to  believe  that  Mr.  Armstrong 
has  not  eommunieated  the  information  to  oar 
Government.  If  be  has  neglected  his  duty,  he  , 
is  very  unfit  for  the  important  station  he  holds. 

But  we  have  enough  communicated  to  jastif 
our  proceeding  in  the  way  I  have  mentioned,  ani 
therefore  1  offer  this  resolution : 

BettJoedt  That  the  public  good  reqnires  that  the 
seTetal  taws  laying  an  emba^  on  all  ships  and  vesads 
of  the  United  Statea,  should  be  repealed,  and  that  m 
committee  be  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  par- 
pose  ;  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  permitting  the  merchant  Teasels 
ot  tbe  United  States  to  arm  for  their  defence  againat 
certain  cmisei*,  and  of  assodating  for  the  purpose  of 
convoy;  and  to  Inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  suspend- 
ing eommercial  iatareoorse  with  France,  and  Ae  na> 
tionr  ondsT  the  eontrel  of  the  Emperor  of  Oe  French, 
and  to  report  by  UUwodierwise.  ' 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  Honse  do  now 
proceed  to  take  tbe  said  proposed  resolution  into 
coasideraiioD,  and  passed  in  the  negative — yeas 
24,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

Yxis — Evan  Alexander,  Ezekid'Bacon,  John  Camp* 
bell,  Ep^hroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  James  Elliot,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Francis  Gardner,  William  Hoge,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Josiah  Masters, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Ourdon  S.  Mumfbrd,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Russell,  William  Stedman,  Benjamin 
Talhnadge,  and  Jabex  Upbam. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alsbm,  jr.,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
Blackledge,  Thos.  Blount,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown, 
WnBam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhonn, 
John  Claiborne,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell 
Cobb,  Orchard-Cook,  John  Culpepper,  Richard  Catts, 
John  Dawson,  Josiah  Dbane,  Daniel  M.  Dorell,  William 
Findley,  JaioesFiak,  Jatnes  M.  Oamett,  Petersso  Ooo4- 
wyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Grvsn,  John  Harris,  John 
Hsiater,  Wffliam  HMma,  James  HoUand,  Dani^  Ils- 
ley,  Robert  Jeakins,  Hiebaxd  M.  Johnaoa^  Waltai  Jouee. 
Thomas  Kenan,  Nebsmiah  Knight,  John  l>ambail, 
Edward  Uevd,  John  Love«  Robert  MHrien,  WilUaa 
McCreeay,  William  Milnor,  Denial  Montgomery,  jr., 
Ntcbcdas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiab  MotTow,  John  Morrow, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newtmi, 
Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pugb,  John.  Bea 
of  Penn^lvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  JactA 
Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Rtker,  John  Row- 
an, James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah 
K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smitfi,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor, 
John  Tbompaon,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  Jas. 
I.  Van  Allen,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Daniel  C.  Verplandc, 
Jesse  Wbartm,  Robert  Wbttehtll,  Isaac  Wilbonr,  Da* 
Tld  R.  WOHuns.  Mermaihriie  WilUams,  Alexander 
Wilson  RMwrd  Winn,  and  Jamas  WithaMlL 
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Satubdat,  March  19. 
.  ADDITIONAL  ARMY. 

Oa  motioD  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  House  resolved 
itself  iaio  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
ibr  raising  an  additioDal  military  force. 

Various  amendmenta  reported  by  the  committee 
on  the  military  establishmeots  were  agreed  to., 

One  section  of  the  bill  fixes  the  price  of  all  un- 
drawn rations  at  twenty-fire  cents. 

Mr.  Blacklbdge,  conceiving  this  a  higher  price 
than  had  ever  been  paid  for  ntionB,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  word  "fire." 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  this  motion^  in 
which  it  was  declared  in  support  of  the  motion, 
by  Mr.  Blackleime  and  others,  that  the  greatest 
general  price  paid  hy  eontract  for  rations  ms 
eighteen  cents,  in  some  places  only  fourteen;  and 
that  a  provision  of  this  kind  would  favor  the  offi- 
cer and  not  the  soldier.  • 

On  the  other  band,  it  was  nrged  by  Mr.  Nblsor 
and  others,  that  the  compensation  was  too  smaU, 
and  varied  in  price  according  to  the  facility  or 
difficulty  of  making  contracts  in  different  places; 
thata  captain,  who  like  all  soldiers  must  undergo 
hardship,  eren  if  this  provision  passed,  would  re- 
ceive but  at  the  rate  of  $753  per  annum,  out  of 
which  his  subsistence,  clothing,  and  equipment 
must  be  furnished;  while  a  member  of  Congress, 
who  underwent  no  labor,  and  slept  comfortably 
one  moiety  of  the  twenty-four  hours,  received  at 
the  rate  of  $2,196,  besides  his  allowance  of  statlon- 

^%r.  D.  R.  WiLUAHS,  to  try  the  principle  of 
equalizing  the  price  of  rations,  moved  to  strike 
oat  the  section.  He  conceived  that  it  might  pro- 
duce a  negligence  of  the  officers  In  T^rd  to  the 
equality  of  rations,  and  thus  have  an  ill  e&eet  on 
the  fare  of  privates. 

Mr.  Nelson,  among  other  observations  against 
the  motion,  observed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
officer,  and  his  first  duty  too,  to  take  care  that 
coDtMCtors  do  justice  to  the  men  in  regard  to  ra- 
tions, and  would  deserve  execratioD  if  they  did 
not  always  attend  to  it. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHa,  in  reply,  observed  that  he 
conceived  the  gentleman's  renurks  inapplicable, 
U  the  lame  time  that  he  felt  all  defereooe  to  his 
<^niou  on  military  subjects}  a*  be  could  not  for 
ha  soul  divest  hiinaelf  of  the  reeolleetion  that  the 
gentleman's  body  was  scarred  with  two  and  tw«ity 
wounds  received  in  the  service  of  his  country. 

The  motion  for  atrikinff  out  the  seetion  was, 
after  some  Airther  diacaasion,  negatived,  46  to  36. 

Mr.  Blackledob*b  motion  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
requiring  that  all  the  force  to  be  raised  by  tbe 
act  should  be  composed  of  citizens  of  tbe  United 
States. — Carried. 

Mr.  Tallhadqc  proposed  an  amendment  to  au- 
thorize tbe  President,  when  he  shall  deem  proper, 
to  mount  the  dismounted  dragoons. — The  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  roee  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended.  The  amendmcnu  were  all  gone 
through  withoQt  discossion,  except  that  whwi  le- 


qnires  the  Army  to  tw  eomposed  of  eitinna  of  An 
ITnited  States. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rowan,  agreed  to  by 
Mr.  Tatlor,  and  sapported  by  Messrs.  Mabiom 
aod  Smilie,  the  section  agreed  to  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  was  n^atived,  nem.  con. ;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  a  provision  that  all  oom- 
missioaed  officers  in  tbe  force  to  be  raised  shall  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  was  substituted  in 
place  of  it. 

Mr.  Elt  renewed  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Williams  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  to  strike 
out  the  section  fixing  the  price  of  rations,  and 
called  for  the  yeas  aod  nays  on  it;  which  beiny 
taken,  resulted  yeas  47,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

YxAi^Evan  Alexander,  Wiffis  Alston,  jr.,  Exekwl 
Baeon,  Joseph  Barker,  William  Blaekledge,  Thorn ss 
Blount,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  JosofA  Clay,  John  Dsvanport,  jr.,  Josiah  Deans* 
Joa^  DiAm,  WUIiam  Ely,  James  Fisk,  Prancas  Oard- 
ner,  Fstarson  Ooodwyn,  Edwin  dray,  Jehn  Hsiater, 
William  Hoge,  James  fi<41uid,  Reuben  Htimi4ire7«, 
Dan.  Ilsley,  Ricbazd  M.  Johawm,  Wslter  Jonea^  Thoa. 
Kenan,  Mehamt^  ^r*^igh*,  Jobn  Lambert,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Dsoiel  Moalgomsry,  jnn.,  Nicholas  R.  Moora, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Josiah  Qomey,  Mattbns  Rkbuds, 
Samuel  Biker,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Junes  Slow,  Joha 
Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Heoiy  Southard,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, Jabes  U^iam,  laaae  Wilbonr,  David  R.  WtUiaaii^ 
Marmaduke  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson,  and  Jamaa 
Witherell. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  David  Bard,  Jobn  Blake, 
junior,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Georga  W. 
Campbell,  John  Campbell,  Epaphroditus  Cbam^on, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  Geo.  Clinton,  jun., 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  J.  W.  Eppes, 
WiHnra  Pindley,  laiiah  L.  Green.  John  Harris,  Wil- 
Ham  Hdma,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  James 
Kelly,  Philip  B.  Key,  Wm.  Kiritpatrick,  Jos.  Lewis,  jr^ 
John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Jonah  Ma»- 
ters,  Williun  McCreery,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrow, 
Jcoiathan  O.  Moaaly,  Roger  Nelsoo,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  N«wtoo  ,W.  C.  Nididas,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.. 
John  Pogh,  John  Rea  of  Penniylvania,  Jt^  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  John  Rowan,  John  Rassell,  Dennis  Smaltt 
Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith,  Cbokent  Stmr.  Pefear 
Swart,  Ben.  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thosapaon, 
Geoq^e  M.  Tronpt  James  L  Van  Allm,  Phifip  Van 
Cortbmdt,  Aidiibald  Tan  Bom,  Eiltian  K.  Van  Banwa 
laer.  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  and  Richaxd 
Winn. 

Mr.  Blodnt  moved  to  amend  the  same  section 
by  striking  out  the  word  "five,"  so  as  to  redoee 
the  price  fixed  upon  to  twenty  cents.  Tbe  mo- 
tion was  sapported  by  Messrs.  Blodnt,  Upajjc, 
Smilib,  WiTaBRELL,  and  BLACKt.BDOB.  The  lat- 
ter gentleman  stated  thai  the  difierence  between 
the  present  average  price  and  the  price  contem- 
plated by  the  bill,  would  be,  for  this  force,  $66,990 
annually.  It  was  opposed  by'Mr.  Lton  and  Mr. 
RowAM.  Tbe  question  was  taken  by  veas  and 
nays,  and  carried — yeas  59,  nays  45,  aa  follows: 

TsAs — Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Bsekiel  Baoon,  Joae|ili 
Barker,  William  W.  Bibb,  Williun  BlacUedge,  Jote 
Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  BwrwaU^  Geoice  W.  OampbeB,  John  Clpp- 
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ton.  Orchard  Cook,  Sichud  Cutto,  Josiah  Deane,  Jo- 
wph  Desha,  James  Elliot,  William  £1;,  James  Fi«k, 
Fnads  GaiirdBer,  Pelorson  GtoodTgrn,  Edwin  Gray, 
Jsfan  Hsrris,  John  Heister,  Wm.  Hoge,  Jas.  Hdland, 
Benben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilstey,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Thomas  Kenan,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Bobert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  Daniel  Montgomery, 
jnn^  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mor- 
row, John  Pugh,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker, 
Ebenexer  Seaver,  Jaa.  Sloan,  John  Smiilie,  Jedediah  K. 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Ridiard  Sunfbrd,  Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  Jabci 
TTpluun,  Je«e  Wharton,  Kobert  WhitehHI,  Isaac  Wil- 
boar,  DftTid  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  WiUiams,  Alex- 
ander Wilson,  and  James  Witherell. 

Nats — Enn  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William 
B«tlcr,  Jos.  Calhoan,  Epaphroditus  Ul^mpion,  Martin 
ChilMiden,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Oobt^  John  Dav- 
enport, jr^  John  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Dur^,  John  W. 
Eppe%  Wm.  Findley,  Iwiah  L.  Green,  Wm.  Helms, 
Itmnd  Hokncs,  Bemamin  Howard,  James  Kelly,  Philip 
B.  Kay,  William  KiApatridt,  Jose{^  Lewis,  jr.,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  William  MoCreery,  T.  Moore. 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Josiah  C^uincy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennflylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Bowan,  John  Russel,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Dennis 
Smelt,  Clement  Storer,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Thompson,  James  L  Van  Allen,  ArchUiald  Van  Horn, 
KUIian  K.  Van  RensMlaer,  Daniel  C.  Teiplanck,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  atithorizes  the  Piesideot  of  the 
Uoiied  Sutes  to  tocrease  the  number  of  each 
company  of  iafantrv  and  riflemen  to  one  hundred 
men.  Mr.  V.  said  ne  bad  as  much  coofideoce  in 
the  present  President  of  the  United  States  as  he 
erer  could  hare  in  any  man,  but  he  was  averse  to 

E'ving  this  power  to  any  one  person;  and  he  be- 
>ved  the  spirit  of  the  Constiiutioa  prohibited  it. 
Mr.  D.  R.  WiLuuM  mored  to  adjoara.  Neg- 
aliredt47  to  44. 

Messrs.  Lton,  Rowan,  and  Stajipord,  sup- 
ported the  motion  for  sirikiog  out,  on  the  ground 
tliat  the  bill  was  in  contradiction  to  that  clause 
of  the  CoottituiioQ  which  deolares  that  Congress 
shnll  raise  armies,  &c.,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  power 
to  the  President  to  increase  the  army  establish- 
ment. It  was  also  said  by  the  latter  gentleman 
to  be  eootradictory  to  the  old  Republican  opposi- 
tion to  such  a  constrnetion  of  the  Constitation 
acme  years  previoua. 
Bfr.  8xA]iP0iu>  moTed  to  adjourn. — Carried. 

MoKOAT,  March  31. 

Mr.  NEWTOKi&om  tbeCommitleeofComuwrce 
mA  Maaufactayea,  to  whom  was  reeommiued,  on 
tke  aighteenth  inataflt,a  bill  to  divfthaqre  Francis 
Barretio  from  his  imprisoHieni,  presented  an 
aiDcndaiory  bill;  which  was  read  twice  atid  com- 
aaiiced  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  KxT  presented  a  memorial  of  -sundry  io- 
habtrantsof  Washiogion  county,  in  the  Territory 
of  Cofambia,  praying  that  so  much  of  an  act  of 
Coogresa,  passed  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  Febru- 
ary, 1804,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an 
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act  entitled  'Ad  act  to  incorporate  the  inliabitants 
of  the  Ciiy  of  Wasbingtoa  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia," as  exempts  from  county  lax  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  City  of  Washington,  may  be  repealed 
for  the  reasons  therein  specified.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Colmnbia. 

Mr.  NEWTON,from  the  Committee  of  Coinmene 
and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  cootinae  la 
force  "An  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  States  of  Maryland  and  Geor- 
gii'"  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  M.  CuiY  moved  for  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  for  ciassiog  the  militia. — Negatived,  57 
to  37. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *'An 
act  coocerniog  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  Tor  other  purposes,"  with  several 
amendments  J  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  Hous^. 

JUDGE  INNES. 

Mr.' Rowan  held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Harry  Innes.  He 
observed  tn  preface,  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance in  our  Government,  which  depends  upon 
will,  to  animadvert  with  the  utmost  severity  upon 
a  deviation  from  a  correct  course  of  any  one  of 
its  fuDCtiooaries.  Whatever  excuse  mi>ht  be 
found  in  the  weakness  of  human  nature  /or  any 
errors  in  judgment,  yet  for  a  deviation  from  the 
allegiance  which  he  owes  to  his  Qovernment,  as 
a  chjid  to  its  father,  no  excuse  could  be  found  in 
the  weakness  of  bis  frame  or  the  incompetency 
of  judgment.  If  then  it  were  found  that  any 
Judge  had  violated  his  duty  in  that  respect,  the 
good  of  the  Union,  the  perpetuity  of  the  Qomo- 
ment,  and  sound  policy,  requirea  that  he  should 
experience  the  utmost  severity  of  animadversioB. 
He  therefore  offered  the  following  reiolotioD : 

Baolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Ran^  Innes,  district  judge  of 
tiie  United  States  for  the  distnct  of  Kentacky,  relative 
to  his  having  whilst  in  the  tenure  of  bis  office  aforesaid 
been  party  or  privy  to  a  project  on  the  part  of  Spain 
or  her  sutjjects  to  dismember  these  United  States,  or  to 
the  sednctiOD  of  the  State  of  Kentneky  from  this  Union ; 
or  rektive  to  his  having  hero  party  m-  privy  during  the 
tune  afimaid  to  a  {mject  ti4  France  or  her  citi»ns,  to 
embroil  these  United  State!  hi  a  war  irlth  Spafai ;  or 
reUtive  to  his  having  UKotly  eoneaponded  vndi  both 
or  either  of  the  Qovtmments  afinresaid  or  Aeir  sutjeeta 
or  citizena  upon  one  or  botb  the  projeots  aforesaid ;  or 
relative  to  hu  having  known  and  concealed  £rem  this 
€hivemmeBt  one  <w  both  the  said  projects ;  aad  that 
the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers,  and  records^  awl  that  they  report  whether  in 
their  opinion  the  said  Hany  Innes  bath  so  acted  re- 
lative to  all  or  either  of  the  aabjdbta  aforesaid  as  to  re- 
quire the  interpositkm  the  Cmistitatimial  powers  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  observe  that  the  State 
of  Kentucky  had  felt  impressed  with  the  impor- 
tance of  the  subject,  and  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  had  adopted  this  resolve.  [Mr.  R.  then  read 
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Che  Keatacby  resolmioo  directing  its  Representa- 
tivM  to  request  the  ioquirjr.]  There  had  abo 
been  tr&niniiited  a  certified  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  ioquirjr  ioto  the  eondoet  of  Judge  SeHstiao, 
with  certain  exhibits  oa  which  this  resolution  of 
Che  Lwislatare  of  Kentucky  is  predicated,  all  of 
which  be  submitted  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Stanfobd  obserred  that  the  subject  of  the 
Western  conspiracy  was  one  of  the  most  inierest- 
ing  which  had  ever  been  Resented  to  the  Qeoeral 
GoTerament.  If  the  pablie  prints  could  be  cred- 
ited, this  comprehended  but  one  of  at  least  three 
attempts  to  seduce  the  Western  coantry  from  its 
allefcianee.  The  present  proposition,  coming  from 
9  Western  State,  in  an  imposing  manner,  to  the 
House,  was  one  of  the  best  pledges  that  the  State 
it&elf  did  not  participate  io  thedisaffectioo.  The 
•ubject  was  so  generally  important,  that  he  tboaght 
the  people  should  have  general  iDformaiion  on  it; 
for  hu  own  part  be  thought  this  resolution  rather 
limited,  and  that  it  should  be  so  modified  as  to  au- 
thorize an  inquiry  into  the  general  extent  of  these 
intrigues.  To  promote  a  deliberate  coarse  on 
this  sobjectj  he  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BuBWELL  seconded  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  but  with  difi'ereot 
Tfewt  than  be  had  expressed.  He  had  no  objec- 
ttOD  to  carrying  on  an  inquiry  against  a  district 
judge  of  KentucEy ;  but  as  be  presumed  ibe  gen- 
tleman wboinlroduced  it  contemplated  a  remoral, 
it  would  be  improper  to  blend  with  it  an  inquiry 
ioto  all  the  transaction?  in  the  Western  country, 
which  might  involre  every  one  who  had  or  might 
be  supposed  to  bave  been  engaged  in  tbem.  If 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  or  any  of  her  Rep- 
reseotatires  thought  proper  to  institute  an  inquiry 
into  the  conduct  of  a  judge,  be  was  disposed  to 
faror  their  object;  but  he  wished  the  resolution 
to  lie  on  the  table  to  afibrd  an  opportunity  to  do 
'  justice  to  the  character  of  the  person  implicated, 
and  not,  by  instituting  an  inquiry  without  due 
proof  thai  it  was  really  necessary,  to  prejudice 
the  pnblic  mind  against  his  character.  It  was 
for  tnis  reason  thatne  bad  seconded  the  motion 
for  its  lying  on  the  table,  and  not  with  any  inten- 
tion to  a  modification  of  the  inquiry  so  as  to  in- 
clude an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  any  other 
person  than  the  peison  to  whom  it  expressly 
applied. 

Mr.  RowAH  observed  that  he  was  satisfied  that 
there  ought  to  be  an  inquiry,  and  believed  in  his 
own  mind  that  it  ought  to  terminate  in  impeach- 
ment aod  removal.  His  opinion  perhaps  was 
tinged  with  prejudice;  he  would  not  claim  an 
•xeeption  tmm  tne  general  liability ;  he  bad  hetrd 
mucb  of  bis  mal-condnet,  and  ne  felt  a  general 
prejudice  agminst  any  officer  who  permittM  him- 
•elreventobe  tampered  with;  he  had  as  little 
patience  with  a  man  vho  would  receive  proposals 
for  a  deviation  from  the  line  of  propriety,  as  he 
would  for  a  virtuous  woman  who  would  listen  to 
proposals  to  induce  her  to  become  otherwise ;  the 
one  was  as  Jittle  entitled  to  respect  as  the  other 
to  the  a&cription  of  virtue.  This  was  his  opinion, 
but  the  House  might  think  otherwise.  To  tUow 
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time  for  consideration,  he  conaeiited  tbatttahoidd 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PiTun  thoDght  that  on  the  request  of  a 
Stale  there  could  be  no  heeiution  to  make  an  ia- 

J|uiry ;  he  thought  it  should  be  immediately  re- 
erred  to  a  committee. 

The  resolution  was^  however,  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table  without  a  division. 

ADDITIONAL  AHMT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dawbon  the  House  took  op 
the  unfinished  business,  on  the  bill  for  raising  an 
additional  military  force. 

Mr.  Stahpoed  wished  to  know  if  he  contd 
withdraw  his  motion  nude  oa  Saturday,  and 
move  that  each  company  should  consist  of  oie 
hundred  men  each,  taking  away  the  discretiouiy 
power  to  increase  the  number. 

The  Spukkr  aaid  the  motion  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Dawboh  announeed  his  intention  to  make 
such  a  motion,  if  the  amendment  should  be  agreed 
10.  Whatever  might  be  his  opinion  of  vesting 
a  discretionary  power  in  tbe  Bxeentive,  this  was 
no  time  for  discussion.  The  situation  of  the 
country  might  immediately  require  iu>t  only  these 
men  bat  a  mucb  larger  number. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  thought  it  would  be  noeh 
belter  to  leave  a  discretion  to  increase  thenamber 
from  six  thousand  to  ten  thousand,  in  the  erentof 
any  contingency,  than  to  erect  an  army  of  ten 
thousand  men  at  once. 

The  qnesiioQ  was  then  taken  on  the  mottOD 
made  on  Saturday  to  strike  out  the  discretionary 
power  to  increase  the  number,  and  carried,  63  to 
45,  as  follows: 

Tkas— WiUiam  W.  KU»,  Winiam  Blsdkdg^ 
Thomas  Bbnnt,  John  "Boyle,  Wi]Ii»m  A.  Bnrwell, 
EpsphroditBs  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deans,  Joseph 
Desha,  Jamea  Elliot,  William  Elj,  John  W.  Enm. 
Pfltmon  Ooodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hogs. 
Jamss  Holland,  David  Holmes,  BeDjamin  Homid, 
Reobm  Homphmjs,  Ricbard  M.  Jotmson,  WaU« 
Jonea.  James  KflUv»  Thomas  Kenan,  niitip  B.  Ksy, 
Jowph  Lewis,  jr..  Nathanial  Macon,  Bobert  Msrioa, 
Joaiah  Masters,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  Nichdas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Joremish  Morrow,  Jonsthtn 
O.  Moaoly,  Thomas  Newbold,  Wilson  C.  NicholM. 
Timotbv  Pitkin,  jr^  John  Porter,  John  Pu^,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  John  Rowan,  John  Russell,  James  SIou, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  SamuerSmith,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  WilEun  Stadman,  Peter  Swart, 
Benjamin  TaDmadge,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabes  Dphsoi, 
Jamea  I.  Van  AUen.  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KOIiaa  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  WhilaluB, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Aletander  WUeon. 

NiTs—Lemiul  J.  Alston,  WiUis  AlMon,  jr.,B» 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bud,  Joiefdi  Bark<ff,  John  Bisks, 
junior.,  Robot  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
houn,  Oeoige  Clinton,  jr.,  Howell- Cobb,  Orcharf 
Cook.  Richard  Cntts,  Daniel  M.  Dmnlk  WiUiaa 
Pindiey,  James  Fiak,  Fiaacm  Oaidner,  Isaiah  I- 
Green,  John  Harris.  John  Heiater,  William  Heine. 
Daniel  Haley,  Robert  Jenkins.  Nehemiah  Knight,  John 
Lambert,  John  Love,  WiUiam  McCreery,  WillisM 
Milnor,  John  Monow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Ne"^ 
tWfiti  Matthias  Bidiard^  Samad  lUkwr,  EbeasHr 
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Snver,  Jade^ah  K.  Stnah.  Henry  Soothard,  Clemtnt 
SUner,  Joihn  Tajlor^  Jooii  Thompeon,  Qwg«  M. 
Troop,  PbOtp  Vao  Cortlandt,  D«iii«l  C.  Vazpbnck, 
htae  Wilboar,Rielurd  Winn,  and  Jamea  Witheretl, 

The  words  *''sizty-eigbt,"  tbe  namber  of  each 
ampanr,  were  theo  Btrock  out,  aod  "  Dinetjr-sii" 
ioaerted — 65  to  17. 

Tbe  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  readiDs  on  this 
dar,  54  to  38. 

DEBTS  DUE  TO  nTOIVIDUALS. 

Mr.  Nblson  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  bill  for  extiD^uUhiog  the  debts  due  froia  the 
United  States  toiDdiriduals. 

Mr.  Stanpobd  moved  that  it  be  indefioitely 
postponed.  Negatived,  by  yeas  sod  naya  on  the 
call  of  Hr.  Rowan,  73  to  36,  as  follows: 

Ymam — L«mael  J.  Alston,  Willis  AUton,  jun.,  David 
Bard,  WilUsai  W.  Bibb,  Thomas  Blount.  Robert 
Bnnrn,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butter,  Joseph 
CaDtonn.  Matthew  Clay,  Jonah  Deans,  Mediack  Frau- 
fin,  Sdba  Heister,  Thomas  Kenan,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Rfli>e(t  Usrion,  Daniel  Mont^mery,  Jan.,  Thomas 
NewboU,  John  Porter,  John  Pagh,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
•ylraua,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel 
Sika,  Ebenexer  Searer,  James  Sloan,  Jedediah  K. 
Smit^Jdm  Smith,  Richard  Stanford.  John  Taylor, 
Ahcam  Trigg,  Jease  Wharton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Alex- 
aadm-  Wibon,  and  RiAard  Winn. 

ZfaTS — ^Evan  Alexandei't  Bsekid  Baeon,  Joseph 
Baiksr,  William  Blai^sdgs,  John  Blaks,  jun.,  John 
Bs^  Epaphioditns  Chuipion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
John  Ca<^ton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  John  Cnl- 
Mper,  fochanl  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John 
Dawson,  Josepli  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Dnrell,  Jamea  Elliot, 
Wabun  Ely,  John  W.  i;ppei^  William  Findley,  James 
Fiik,  Fianois  Gardner,  Jamaa  M.  Garnett,  Peterson 
Gsodwni,  Edwin  Ghray,  Josiah  L.  Greene,  John  Ha>- 
nSfWHSaiB-  Hoge,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Itsley, 
Robert  Jmkins,  Itichard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
James  Kelly,  Nehemiah  Knight,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Jo^  Love,  Jodah  Masters,  William  IfcCreeiy,  Wil- 
Eaa  MilnoT,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tbomsfl  Moore,  Jere- 
Bdab  Monow,  J<riin  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely, 
Soger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Jc^  Rbea  of  Tennessee,  Jdin  Rowan,  John  RdshII, 
Deuis  Snadt,  itdin  Smilie,  Sanioel  Smith,  Henry 
flso^atd,  William  Stsdman,  Otoment  Stonr,  Peter 
BmmA,  BeDbmin  TaHmadge,  Jehn  tiMmpaon,  Oeoi^e 
M.  Tion,  Jabex  Upham,  James  I.  Van  Allen,  Philip 
Ten  Cefldand^  Aidubald  Van  Horn,  KilMan  K.  Van 
Ben  iifliw,  Daniel  C.  Veiplanek,  Isaac  Wilbonr,  Mar- 
■HiBke  WiUiaiiH,  and  James  WithenlL 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee tlf  tbe  Whole  on  the  said  bill ;  and  after  some 
time  spent  tbereio  the  bill  was  repotted  with  »ev- 
enl  amcatfments  thereto. 

OHend,  That  the  said  bill,  with  tbe  amend- 
nmi^  <b  be  im  tbe  ubie. 

ADDITIONAL  ARMY. 
Tbe  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate  for  raising 
an  addiiioaal  military  force  was  read  tbe  third 
lime;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  asked  on  iu 
pwi^  by  Mr.  Stahpobd, 
Mr.  UruH  addressed  the  Home  as  follows — 
Ur.  Speaker :  1  bope  tl^e  biU  on  y oar  table  will 


not  pass.  I  have  no  objection  to  tbe  details.  So 
far  as  1  understand  them,  they  are  well  enough. 

objection  is  to  tbe  principle  of  the  bill,  and 
this  objection  is  founded  in  tbe  want  of  informa- 
lioD  on  tbe  subject.  So  far  as  I  can  conjecture, 
and  it  is,  to  be  sure,  mere  conjecture,  this  bill 
is  intended  as  .no  entering  wedge  to  a  standing 
army.  If  this  be  not  tbe  onject,  I  know  not  what 
it  it.  I  bare,  air,  no  eridenee  of  tbe  oecessUy  of 
sueh  an  army  at  this  time.  Indeed,  oar  etneerne 
with  foreign  nations  are  so  completely  wrapped 
in  darkoees  and  in  mystery  that  I  know  not  now 
to  act  in  my  capacity  of  legislator.  Tbe  pre- 
sumption is,  under  aGoTernment  like  our8,again8t 
an  army.  Tbe  genius  and  spirit  of  a  Republie 
are  inconsistent  with  a  standing  regular  force  in 
time  of  peace.  It  is,  therefore,  incumbent  on  the 
advocates  of  ibis  bill  to  show  us  the  necessity 
of  its  passage — to  show  ua  that  we  are  realty 
on  the  eve  of  a  war.  This  has  not  been  done 
in  a  manner  satisfkctory  to  my  mind.  I  am 
tired  of  thin  affrighiing  story,  without  evidence 
of  being  on  the  eve  of  a  war.  I  have,  sir,  no  hesi- 
tation in  acknowledging  that  it  will  not  do  to  rely 
upon  a  militia  in  aeiuarwac  This  noqocetiona- 
bly  is  a  Peace  Establish  meat.  The  true  and  cor- 
rect purposes  and  objects  of  a  militia,  are,  in  tbe 
language  of  our  CioBstitation,  "to  execute  the 
laws  of  tbe  Union,  to  suppress  insurrections,  and 
to  repel  iovasloos."  The  idea,  I  know  full  wellj 
of  carrying  on  war  by  a  militia  is  ohinwrical.  U 
is  perfectly  Utopian  j  it  will  do  very  well  on  pa- 
per; it  sounds  well  la  war  speeches  on  this  floor. 
To  talk  about  every  soldier  beiog  a  citizen,  and 
every  citizen  a  soldier,  and  to  declaim  that  the 
militia  Of  our  country  is  the  bulwark  of  our  lib- 
erty, is  ver^  captivating.  All  this  wilt  figure  to 
advantage  m  history.   Bat  it  will  not  do  at  alt  in 

Eractice.  With  your  militia,  sir,  you  may  poaai- 
ly  get  along  tolerably  well  for  the  first  three 
months  of  a  war.  Patriotism,  love  of  country,  a 
sort  of  laodabte  enthusiaMn,  will  carry  men  tor 
awhile  great  lengths.  Tber  will  pawn  "  their 
sacred  bonon,  aod  pledge  their  lirea  and  their 
fortunes,"  to  defend  the  Rberiies  of  their  coantrf. 
But  this  zeal  and  patriotism  will  be  ao<m  eooled 
down.  With  your  militia  you  may  repel  a  ani^ 
den  invasion,  i  ou  may  keep  an  enemy  in  check 
till  you  can  enlist  and  organize  a  ri^olar,  perma- 
nent force.  Beyond  this,  sir,  it  is  all  mere  idle 
theory.  In  war  you  must  have  an  «itisted  force. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  disguising  this.  Toa 
must  have  a  standing  army,  so  called ;  that  is,  an 
army  to  stand,  or  continue,  as  long  as  your  war. 
This  has  been  found  necessary  in  all  countries 
and  under  all  Qovernmenis.  But  until  I  am  con- 
vinced that  we  are  to  have  war,  or  unlit  I  have 
probable  ground  of  belief,  that  we  are  to  have  a 
national  conflict,  I  cannot  give  mjr  voice  for  tbe 
bill.  Id  short,  I  witi  not  further  bUndly  rely  apoa 
the  opinions  of  other*. 

I  am  not  unduly  pr^ndieed  on  the  one  hand 
against  standing  armies ;  on  the  otber^  I  desire 
them  not,  unless  necessary  to  the  s^urity  of  onr 
country.  1  would  neither  court  poiralarity  bf 
decIaiiuDg  againit  standing  armies  in  tine  n 
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peace,  nor  by  sounding  the  tocsio  of  war,  and 
making  bl*iBteriDg  harangues  in  favor  of  arefiara- 
tiona  for  national  combat.  No,  sir,  I  will  never 
descend  to  this.  I  woutd  cot  fall  into  either  of 
these  eziremes,  so  mncb  in  fashion  io  this  clioiate 
•od  in  this  House.  Mjr  constitvents  do  not  ex- 
pMt  of  me  such  a  eonne.  I  will  go  as  far  as  any 

riDtleaun  to  maintala  the  American  character, 
will  not  be  behind  any  one  in  supporting,  as  far 
■8  is  within  ray  power,  the  national  point  of  honor. 
And  there  is  a  point  of  honor  among  nations  as 
well  as  among  individuals.  No  matter  by  what 
nation  iosulied,  whether  France,  Spain,  or  Eng- 
land, I  profess  to  be  an  American,  and  would 
equally  resist,  to  the  last,  the  encroachments  or 
iasnlls  of  either:  and,  in  this,  I  am  sure  I  should 
be  borne  out  by  those  who  sent  me  here.  But  I 
am  unwilling  to  act  longer  without  knowledge. 
X  have  long  enough  gone  in  the  dark.  I  am  ae- 
termioed  to  stay  my  hand.  As  a  Representative, 
1  think  I  have  a  right  to  know  why  I  vote  for 
raising  an  army.  I  have  heretofore  voted  for 
every  measure  introdneed  into  this  House  which 
teemed,  in  any  degree,  calculated  to  place  the 
emiDtry  in  a  state  ufdefeDce.  I  had  a  sort  of  gen- 
cral  knowledge  of  oar  foreign  relations.  I  knew 
the  whole  world  was  more  or  less  in  eonfasion 
mnd  turmoil;  that  ibis  nation  had  controversies 
of  loi^  standing  with  Spain,  and,  of  course,  with 
France,  and  also  England ;  that  all  these  nations 
Were  encroaching  upon  our  netitral  rights.  The 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake  had  made  a  deep  imprvs- 
aion  on  my  mind.  Oi  all  these  things  I  had  a 
general  understanding,  and  I  every  day  expected 
official  and  more  precise  informattoo.  I  placed 
much  confidence  in  the  President;  in  the  Heads 
of  the  Departments  of  War  and  of  the  Navy, 
and  in  the  comniirtee  appointed  by  this  House  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
our  Military  and  Naval  Establishments;  and  in 
that  appmnted  on  so  much  of  that  Message  as  re- 
ntes to  agressions  iu  otir  ports  and  harbors  by 
foreign  armed  vessels,  and  to  measam  neeessary 
for  the  inoteetfoo  of  the  same  ports  and  harbors. 
Those  who  "saw  the  whole  ground"  I  concluded 
wonld  present  propositions  to  the  Legislature 
aniform,  consistent,  and  wise.  Being  tnus  im- 
pressed, I  have  therefore  given  my  voice  for  all 
wopositioiia  in  form  of  preparation  for  war.  I 
vad  conceived  our  country  in  a  perilous  situation. 
I  gave  my  vote  for  the  highest  snm  proposed  for 
fortifications.  This,  indeed,  I  would  do  now.  I 
have  always  bed  information  sufficient  to  induce 
me  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  protect  our 
seacoast.  Our  great  cities  and  seaboard  towns 
•agfat,  fwever.  to  be  kept  in  a  state  of  defence. 
To  erect  fortifications  to  answer  this  purpose  is  a 
%rorh  of  time.  ^  Therefore,  in  peace  is  the  proper 
•eason  to  do  this.  I  do  not,  sir,  believe  in  the  doc- 
trine of  some  gentlemen  of  abandoning,  in  caseof 
invasion  by  a  foreign  foe,  oar  cities  and  towns  on 
the  margin  of  the  ocean,  and  flying  to,  and  hiding 
oarselves  in  the  mountains.  This,  indeed,  is  a 
doctrine  loo  moosfrons  and  shocking  ever  to  find 
uany  proselytes. 
I  even  voted  for  guoboats,  and  no  gentleman, . 


I  am  confident,  came  beremore  prqudiced  agaiatt 
this  kind  of  utensil  of  war  than  myself.  But  all 
seemed  to  agree  that  a  ceriaia  number  of  gan- 
boats,  combined  with  fortifications  and  frigates, 
might  be  used  to  advantage.  I  preferred  erring 
on  tbe  extreme  of  having  too  many  to  thatofaot 
having  enough.  Besides,  I  was  influenced  ^a 
disposition  to  aecommodate,  by  a  spirit  of  coOcil- 
iaiion.  There  were  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who 
had,  perhaps,  as  great  an  aversion  to  frigates  as  I 
had  to  gunboats,  who  proposed  a  compromise; 
who  gave  a  sort  of  pledge,  that  if  the  enemies  of 
guobmts  would  lend  their  aid  in  support  of  tbem, 
when  the  resolution  as  to  building  fngates  should 
come  before  tbe  House,  it  should  receive  their 
support.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  at  this  time, 
there  was  a  resolution  on  yoor  table  for  the  speedy 
equipment  of  all  the  frigates  and  other  vessels  u 
war,  and  for  building  -;  number  of  ships. 

But  I  have  now  wholly  lost  my  confidence  in 
those  who  direct  or  recommend  our  war  meas- 
ures. There  has  been  exhibited  such  a  want  t^ 
system,  of  stability,  and  consistency;  such  a  mis* 
erable  fickleness  of  resolution,  that  I  can  no  longer 
rely  upon  those  who  marit  out  our  work  for  us. 
\  must  be  guided  by  the  lights  of  my  own  under- 
slanding,  such  as  they  are. 

On  the  fourth  of  December  a  bill  came  from 
tbe  Senate  for  adding  to  the  Military  Peace  £s- 
tablisbmentabove  two  thousand  men.  Tfais,aft(f 
undergoing  much  discasaion  in  Committee  of  ike 
Whole  and  in  the  House,  was  pwmltied  to  lie 
upon  your  table; 

On  the  twenty-seventh  of  January,  the  oowBit' 
tee  relating  to  the  Military  and  Naval  fistaUiah- 
ments,  reported  to  this  House  a  bill  to  euihorize 
the  raising  an  additional  army  of  about  twetre 
thousand  men.  This,  also,  after  gorhg  through 
the  Usual  course,  in  committee  and  ia  tbe  House, 
after  beinf^  debated,  and  amended  in  its  details, 
was  permitted  quietly  to  rest  opon  the  table. 

On  the  twentv-ninth  of  February,  the  commit- 
tee respecting  the  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments, iotrodueed  to  tu  a  bill  intended  to  antboi- 
ize  the  raising  a  force  of  about  six  thousand  men. 
This,  in  its  torn^  received  much  attealioa  and 
engrossed  much  time  before  this  House,  as  well  ia 
form  of  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  otherwise. 
We  were,  indeed,  oooapied  with  it  when  tbe  pres- 
ent bHI  came  from  the  other  branch  of  th«  Lctpi~ 
latnre,  where  it  originated  about  the  same  time 
that  the  last  mentioaed  bill  was  reported  in  this 
branch.  Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  which  is  the 
one  now  under  oonsideratioo,  was  committed  to 
the  committee  on  the  Militarjr  and  Naval  E>ub> 
lishmenis,  and  by  that  eonuoittee  xeparted  to  tbe 
House. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  of  January,  tha  cfaaimaB 
of  this  same  military  committee  reported  to  Os  t 
bill  demanding  forthwith  about  twelve  hnadred 
seamen.  The  usual  course  of  legialalir*  proceed- 
ing was  departed  from ;  all  the  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House  seemed  to  be  dispensed  with  to  get 
along  with  this  bill.  It  was  hurried  from  the 
House  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
from  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whcrfe  badt  to  tbe 
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HooMf  ud  puMd  thfoagb  all  the  stage*  to  a 
third  Tcadiog  in  the  course  of  one  day.  This 
«nasaal  coarse  was  remoosUated  against  aod  op- 
poaed  br  the  mioority,  bat  all  io  vain.  Erery 
motion  for  time  to  examioeaod  eoD«ider  vas  voted 
down.  There  seemed  to  be  an  imperious  neeee* 
nty  for  this  body  of  seamra  instantly. 

The  next  day  the  chairman  himself  mored  that 
the  bill  might  tie  on  the  taUe.  ,  On  the  third  day 
{the  27th  of  Jannary)  he  read  in  his  place  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  in  which  the 
Seereury  aays  that  he  is  chareed  from  the  Presi- 
dent IO  giTc  information  that  he  does  not  wish  to 
be  empowered  to  employ  more  seamen  than  the 
number  at  present  authorized  by  law.  I  am  sure, 
rir,  nobody  will  be  astonished  that  I  am  puzzled 
9aA  eonfonnded  by  these  eTer-ehanging  and  shift- 
ing sehemea  and  proceedings  of  those  who  direct 
or  recommend  onr  measures.  One  day  2,000  men 
are  deoianded  of  us  as  a  military  force;  the  next, 
12,000;  the  third,  6,000.  To-day,  1,200  seamen, 
are  called  for,  and  anch  is  the  immediate  occasion 
for  them,  that  the  usual  conrse  of  deliberate  and 
«antioD3  legislation  cannot  be  submitted  to;  to- 
morrow tbe  repeater  and  adrocate  of  the  bill  him- 
self requests  a  post|K>nement,  and  the  day  after, 
-*e  are  told  from  high  authority  that  no  seamen 
are  wanted. 

I  do  not  know  really,  su,  for  what  purpose  this 
force  is  to  be  raised.  I  d&  not  know  the  object  in 
view ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  be  intended  to  be 
mmd  a^iost  Prance,  or  Spain,  or  Gogland,  or  to 
he  dislrtboted  on  oar  frontiers  with  our  Peace  Es- 
tablishment; or  whethalt  be  calculated  to  quell 
am.  ai^rchended  Inmrreetton  in  onr  own  oonntry. 
b  sir,  I  am  destitute  of  tbe  information  ne- 
cessary to  enable  me  to  act  intelligently  on  the 
aol^ect  before  us.  Surely  we  ought  to  be  io- 
Cnrmed.  Tbe  Constitution  contemplates  that  we 
nfaiM^.  This  instrument  says :  "  The  President 
shall  from  time  to  time  sire  to  Congress  informa- 
tioa  of  the  state  of  the  Union."  Inoommon  sense 
il  is  oertaioly  fit  and  proper,  called  upon  to  act  as 
we  are,  that  we  should  hare  a  correct  knowledge 
ef  oar  foreign  relations.  To  call  on  a  deliberative 
body  to  act  diseretionarily,  and,  at  the  same  time. 
M  refuse  to  give  that  body  information  on  the 
subject-matter  on  which  it  is  to  act,  is  a  coatra- 
4lieiioo.  It  is,  indeed,  an  imposition.  Were  we 
aoiiag  miaistmally,  the  case  would  be  different 
W*  should,  then,  have  only  to  do  tbe  specific 
tluBflr  direeted.  But  tho  House  is  answerable  for 
the  aabettnee  of  their  doings  as  well  aa  the  man- 
Mr.  It  is  respoosiUe  to  the  nation,  not  only  that 
k  does  the  act,  but  for  the  act  itself. 

Ftndiag  mjrself,  sir,  in  this  slate  ignorance 
and  (esponsibditv  the  other  day,  while  the  bill 
which  originalea  in  this  House  to  raise  a  mili- 
tary force  of  about  6,000,  to  which  I  have  before 
alluded,  wan  under  discussion,  I  was  pleased  at 
pereetviog  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  move  a 
reaolaiion  for  information  on  tbe  subject.  I  cheer- 
ftiUf  voted  10  consider  it,  and  I  was  sorry  to  see 
m  majority  ot  the  House  vote  otherwise.  It  surely 
was  a  very  discreet^  euarded,  and  respectful  reso- 
laiioB.    I  will}  with  permtnion,  sir,  read  this 
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rmolotioo).  It  ia  ia  these  words:  "Jtwdved^  That 

*  the  President  be  requested  to  commuDicate  to 
'  this  House  such  information  touching  our  for- 
'  eign  relations  as  he  may  deem  consistent  with 
'  the  public  interest^  tbe  better  to  enable  this  Houaa 

*  to  judge  bow  far  the  Military  EstabUshmenC 

*  of  thelTnited  States  ought  to  be  increased." 

But  it  has  been  said  by  boDorable  gentlemen 
that  it  was  indecorous  to  call  on  the  President  fw 
information.  That  it  was  a  kind  of  reprimaDci. 
It  was  dictating  to  him  his  duty.  Gentlemen 
seemed  to  hare  forgotten  tbe  authority  that  they 
themselves  have  given  for  a  procedure  of  this 
kind.  We  hare  this  very  session  a  much  stronger 
case  of  calling  on  the  President  {<Jt  information. 
They  have  given  as  ^  weeedent  that  would  war- 
rant us  in  going  much  further  than  this  resolution 
goes.  I  request  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
their  vnanimotis  resolution  of  the  thirteenth  dajr 
of  January  last.  With  leave,  sir,  I  will  read  it 
from  your  Journal :  "  Ob  motion  of  Mr.  SnMU, 
'  and  seconded,  that  the  House  do  come  to  the 
'  following  resolution:  *  Aesotvef^  That  the  Presi- 
'  dent  of  the  United  Slates  be  requested  to  lay 
'  before  tbe  House  of  Representatives  all  the  in* 
'  formatioQ  which  may,  at  any  time  from  iha 
'  establishment  of  the  present  Government  to  the 
'  present  time,  have  been  forwarded  to  any  depart- 
-  tDoent  of  the  Qovernitient  touching  a  combina- 
'  tion  between  the  agents  of  any  foreign  Qovern* 

*  ment  and  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  dis- 
'  memberiog  the  Union,  or  going  to  show  that 
'  any  officer  of  the  United  States  has,  at  any  time^ 
'  corruptly  received  money  from  anv  foreign  Qot* 
'  eromeot  or  iu  agents;  distinguisiiiiig,  as  far  as 
'  possible,  tbe  period  at  which  anch  information 
'  has  been  forwarded  and  by  whom.'  And  tbe 
'  question  being  taken  thereupoit,  it  was  uaanii- 
'  mously  resolved  in  the  affirmative." 

The  House,  in  this  ease,  refused  to  sttften,  or  ia 
any  d^ee  modify  the  resolution.  A  suggestion 
was  made  by  my  honorable  colleague  who  sits 
before  toe,  and  who  is  not  now  io  his  place,  that 
it  would  be  proper  to  qualify  the  resolution;  that 
the  President  should  only  be  requested  to  commu- 
nicate such  information  as  he  should  deem  ■Ctm- 
sistent  with  the  public  interest.  This  suggestion 
was  disrqcardad,  and  the  teaolotion  passeannaai- 
mously. . 

But  I  contei^,  sir,  that  although  generally  the 
President  i*,  of  his  own  mere  motion,  to  give  inp 
formation  from  time  to  time  to  Congress;  yet  he 
ia  not  supposed  to  know,  in  every  instance,  as  to 
what  anb^  andtat  what  time  tbe  Lcgislatore 
wants  information.  There  may  be,  and  frequeotly 
are,  cases  io  the  course  of  legislation,  where,  so 
far  from  being  improper  or  indecorous,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  solicit  information.  In 
the  case  now  alluded  to,  the  gentleman  from  Del- 
aware, in  his  resolution,  desired  the  information 
"the  better  to  enable  this  House  to  judge  bow  far 
the  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  Statea 
oagbt  to  be  increased."  However,  the  House  ttn- 
questionably  has  a  right  to  refuse  even  to  consider 
whether  it  will  call  for  information.  I  call  no 
man  or  body  of  men's  inteuttobs  ia  question.  I 
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meaD  only  to  explain  my  own  rotes.  I,  also,  as 
one  of  the  minority,  have  my  rights.  I  have  a 
ri^t  to  refuse  to  grope  further  in  the  dark. 

The  President  has  a  right,  too,  to  exercise  his 
discretion  as  to  giving  or  refusing  information  to 
Congress  relating  to  our  foreign  relations;  or,  at 
any  rate,  he  can  neglect,  and  indeed  refuse  to  in- 
itruct  us  as  to  the  "  state  of  the  Union,"  And  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  on  their  part,  have 
also  a  right  to  say  that  they  will  not  proceed ; 
that  they  will  not  act  without  iaformatioD.  They 
are  responsible  to  the  American  people  for  their 
conduct  as  well  as  the  President.  These  rights 
are  mutual.  The  President  may  refave  to  cire 
iuformatioQ,  and  the  Representatirea  may  r^use 
to  legislate  withont  information. 

But  it  is  said  by  gentlemen  that  there  Are  nego- 
tions  pending,  and  therefore  it  is  improper  to  di- 
Tvlee  the  state  of  our  foreign  concerns.  In  reply, 
dr,  I  have  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  have 
no  negotiation  pending  with  France;  and  as  to 
the  state  of  things  witn  this  nation,  we  are  infi- 
nitely the  most  enveloped  in  darkness.  Bnt  sup^ 
pose  negotiations  were  going  on  with  France, 
and,  on  this  account,  it  would  be  imprudent  and 
impolitic  to  promulgate  to  the  people  the  state  of 
things.  This  famishes  no  amiment  againstcon> 
fidential  etfmmunioations  to  Congress. 

The  order  of  the  day~-the  ccmtenign~^€tm 
to  be  Ezeeative  conndenee  1  Why  not  Repre- 
sentative confidence?  Wh^  not  place  somecon- 
fidence  in  tbe  Representatives  of  the  people? 
Oar  Constitution  contemplated  the  latter  confi- 
deaee  as  well  as  the  former.  I  really  do  not  feel 
Tery  prond  of  ray  place  as  Representative  of  tbe 
great  American  empire;  the  only  remaining  Re- 
public on  earth ;  the  last  and  best  hope  of  tbe 
whole  world.  I  cannot  feel  elated  with  this  sta- 
tion, if  I  am  not  to  be  trusted  with  information 
upon  those  snhjeeta  apoo  which  1  am  called  to 
act. 

It  is  within  the  power  and  province  of  Con- 
fress  to  declare  war  as  well  as  to  raise  and  sup- 
port armies.  1  will,  sir,  read  this  nartoftbeCon- 
stilntlon.  Article  first,  section  eiffnth :  **  Congress 
diall  have  power  to  declare  war,*' Ac  To  raise 
and  soi^port  armies,"  dbc. 

Suppose  the  President  should  recommend  to 
Congress  to  declare  war  against  England,  or 
France,  or  Spain  1  D<^clare  war— for  what  1  In 
ancb  a  case  should  we  not  require  information  ? 
la  there  an  honorable  gentleman  in  this  House 
who  would  give  his  voice  for  a  declaration  of  war 
against  any  nation,  without  knowing  why  or 
wherefore?  Shall  we  thus  ^ive  our  voles  for  a 
atanding  force  t  Sball  we  raise  an  army  without 
knowing  the  motive  or  object  ?  Do  we  not  want 
information  in  the  one  case  as  well  as  in  the  other  ? 
I  confess  I  can  see  no  difference.  To  whom  will 
the  country  look  for  the  reasons  of  this  measure  ? 
,  Not  to  the  President.  When  we  return  home  we 
ought  to  be  able  to  teU  our  constituents  on  what 
ground  and  for  what  pnrp<ne  we  raised  this  army. 
Indeed  I  cannot  exfu^ss  my  surprise  that  this 
House  will  not  even  eonsidar  whether  they  will 
ask  for  infonnation. 


MAGa,iaQB. 


Very  recently  one  of  my  colleagues  offered  a 
resolution  requesting  the  House  to  ask  of  the  Pres- 
ident information  to  enable  us,  as  legislators,  ia- 
telligently  to  do  our  duty.  This  resolution  I  atav 
be  permitted  to  read ;  it  is  as  follows :  "  AeMrfan, 
'  That  tbe  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
'  quested  to  liommunicate  to  this  House  the  ile> 
'  spatches  addressed  to  this  Government  by  ihe 
'  American  Minister  at  Parts,  toacbiog  tbe  pro* 
'  ceedings  of  tbe  French  Government  relative  to- 
'  neutrat  commerce,  wbieh  have  been  received 

*  since  the  despatches  of  our  Minister,  which  were 
'  communicated  to  Congress,  by  Messaife,  on  the 
■  nineteenth  of  February,  one  thousand  ei^t  hao- 

*  dred  and  seven." 

Here  again  the  House  refused  even  totakeinto 
consideration  whether  they  would  desire  of  tbe 
Executive  information.  All  this  I  do  not  at  all 
understand.  As  I  have  before  said,  I  impeach  no 
one's  motives.  I  will  not  itay  that  tbe  majority 
pin  their  faith  implicitly  upon  those  who  direct 
or  recommend  public  measures.  But  I  will  sty 
that  I  myself  will  not  longer  proceed  blindly, 
"  without  bell,  book,  or  candle."  I  will  not  say 
that  our  Administration  is  nnduly  eonirolledl|. 
either  through  love  or  fear,  by  any  power  oa 
eartht  But  1  do  any  that  I  am  aatunisbed  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  does  not  com* 
monieale  to  us  the  conespondenee  betmeooot 
Minister  at  Paris^^  Mr.  Armsttmig,  and  this  Gov- 
ernmeot,  respecting  the  proceetOnga  of  Fmea 
relating  toout  neutral  rrgnts.  Although Idonot 
positively  know  that  there  has  been  any  coamn^ 
nieatioo  from  that  Minister  to  oar  Qovemmcnt 
since  tbe  10th  of  February,  1^,  yet  I  am  per- 
fectly convinced,  from  the  nature  of  the  thmZr 
that  there  must  have  been  oommooications.  It 
is,  indeed,  impossible  that  it  should  be  oiherwiM. 
To  compare  minor  things  with  very  important 
ones,  if  an  individual  had  an  agent  in  a  foretga 
country  to  negotiate  a  private  concern  of  any 
magnitude,  and  should  neglect  for  more  than  a 

J ear  to  advertise  the  principal  of  bis  procecdiogv 
is  ambority  would  surely  be  revolted,  and  ha 
dismissed  from  his  egeney.  If,  indeed,  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, as  was  ofaaerred  the  other  day  by  my  col- 
league, has  not  eommunicated  with  this  Govern- 
ment as  to  the  important  concerns  between  the 
nation  at  whose  Court  he  is  Minister  and  this,  he 
ought  to  be  immediately  recalled  and  impeached. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  enlar^.  I  have 
already  uken  much  more  of  the  time  of  the 
House  than  I  bad  intended.  I  agree  to  the  neces- 
sity of  a  ref^ular  army  in  actual  war.  I  bsve 
hitherto,  relying  upon  thone  who  have  directed  or 
recommended  our  measures,  given  my  voice  for 
everything  in  the  shape  of  preparation  for  war. 

I  nave  perceived  great  want  of  system  and  con- 
sisteocy,  as  I  have  stated.  I  have  myself  beca 
legislating  wttbont  knowledge.  I  have  acted  in 
the  dark.  The  House  has  refused  to  ask  for  in- 
formation. Tbe  President  has  not  given  it  to  w.- 
I  am  determined  not  to  go  further  without  it.  I 
shall,  therefore,  vote  against  the  paaaage  of  the 
bill. 

When  Mr.  U.  coMladed,  IheHonso  adjovraad- 
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TuBSiunr,  March  28. 

Immediately  on  the  meeting  of  the  Hooie  a 
licii^  IB  writing  was  neeived  from  the  Preii- 
dent  «  the  Uoited  States,  appareotljr  eompre< 
heodioff  a  TolDmaioiu  mass  of  doeuowats. 

The  SpBAua  declared  the  Menage  lo  be  of  a 
confideniiat  oatare. 

Mr.  BuKWBLL  eooceived  that  a  part  only  of  the 
Message  wai  coDfidential;  he  wuhed  that  part 
which  was  not  confideatial  sboald  be  first  read. 

Mr.  Bppss  obBerred  that  the  coafidential  part 
might  be  so  blended  with  the  other,  that  tney 
eonld  not  be  aoderstood  if  read  distinctly. 

Mr.  Campbell  could  not  see  the  propriety  of 
a&7  discassion  on  this  subject  in  pnblic ;  he  wished 
the  galleries  now  to  be  cleared.  They  were 
cleared  accordingly.  When  the  doon  wereopen- 
ed,  the  Message  was  read,  as  f<^lows: 
To  tie  Senate  and  House  of 

RepmentativeB  of  the  United  Statu : 

At  the  opening  of  the  present  wwHon,  I  informed 
dw  Legislature  that  the  moKsuraa  which  had  been  ta- 
ken with  the  Goremment  of  Great  Britain  for  die  set- 
tlement of  oOr  neutral  and  nations]  ri^ts,  and  of  the 
ODoditkHu  of  commercial  intercoone  with  that  nation, 
had  resulted  io  articles  of  a  treaty  which  could  not  be 
■eeeJed  to  on  onr  pert:  that  instmctions  had  been 
eoasegDenHy  sent  to  our  Ministeis  there  to  resume  the 
—gBlistirns,  and  to  endMTOr  to  obtain  certain  altant- 
tiasu  ;  *aA  that  this  was  interrupted  bj  the  tnnsaction 
windi  took  plMs  bstwoao  lbs  fiigales  Lemard  and 
Chesapeake.  The  call  on  that  Gownment  for  repara- 
tiaa  of  this  wroo^  produced,  as  Congress  has  been  al- 
ready informed,  the  mission  of  a  special  Minister  to  this 
ooontxy;  and  the  occasion  is  now  arrived  when  the 
pabtic  interest  permits  and  requires  that  the  whole  of 
these  proceedings  should  be  made  known  to  you.  I 
therefore  now  commonicate  the  instructioos  given  to 
onr  Minister  resident  at  London,  and  his  communica- 
tions with  th^  Government  on  tiie  snbjectof  the  Ches- 
apeake, with  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place 
here  between  the  Secretary  t>t  State  and  Mr.  Rose, 
fte  special  Minister  diarged  with  the  adjustment  of 
thst  diflsrence;  the  instructiiHis  to  our  Ministers  for 
tibc  formation  of  a  treaty ;  their  correspondence  wiUi 
tte  British  Commisioaers  and  with  dielr  own  Govem- 
BKBt  on  that  Bobjeet;  the  treaty  itself,  and  written 
deelamtiwi  of  the  British  Oommissioneta  acoompany-' 
ingit ;  and  the  instructions  given  by  as  for  resuming  Uie 
mrgnrisrion,  with  the  prnrnsdings  and  oorrespoodence 
snhssyiant  thsrsto.  To  thssel  haTo  added  aletter 
hlriy  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  from  one  of 
oar  late  Ministers,  which,  though  not  strictly  written 
ha  an  oAdal  duraeter,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  commu- 
aicsle,  in  order  that  Us  views  of  the  proposed  treaty 
and  of  its  several  articles,  may  be  fairly  presented  and 
naderstood.  Although  I  have  heretofore,  and  from 
tine  lo  time,  made  such  communications  to  Congress, 
as  to  ke^  them  possessed  of  a  general  and  just  view 
of  Aa  fmesedtBgs  and  dispositions  of  the  Government 
of  Francs  lovraids  thk  conntiy ,  yet,  in  onr  present  criti* 
ol  sitnsiion,  when  we  find  that  no  conduct  on  onr  part, 
hswow  iaipaitial  and  firiandly,  has  been  snfiieiait  to 
iasvra  fma  either  belligerent  ajost  respect  for  onr 
rights,  I  am  desirous  that  nothing  shall  be  omitted  on 
■y  part  which  may  add  te  your  information  on  this 
stUijeet,  or  contribute  to  the  correctness  of  the  viem 
vhMi  should  be  formed.  The  papen,  whidi  for  these 


H.orR. 


raaseas  I  now  lay  before  you,  embrace  all  the  couhm- 
nications,  official  or  vn-bal,  from  the  French  Govern- 
ment, respecting  the  general  relations  between  the  two 
countries,  which  have  been  transmitted  through  onr 
Minister  there,  or  through  any  other  accredited  chan- 
nel since  the  last  session  of  Congress,  to  which  timo 
til  informaUon  of  the  same  kind  had,  from  time  to  ttme^ 
been  given  them.  Some  of  these  papers  hare  atreadj 
been  snbmttted  to  Congress ;  but  it  is  thought  better  to 
ofier  them  agun,  in  ndar  that  the  ohain  of  commni^ 
tions,  of  i^ieh  Ih^  make  a  part,  may  be  presented! 
anbrdten. 

When,  en  the  twenty-sixth  of  Febmaiy,  I  commiK- 
nieated  to  both  Houses  the  letter  of  General  Armstrong 
to  M.  Champagny,  I  desired  it  might  not  be  poUishedr 
because  of  the  tMidsnry  of  that  practioe  to  restrain  injn- 
rjonsly  the  freedom  of  our  foreign  eorveiyondenca.  Bat 
penieiving  that  this  caution,  proceeding  purdy  from  a 
regard  lo  the  pnUic  good,  has  fiimisbed  occasion  for 
disseminaUng  .unfounded  anspicioos  and  indnoation% 
I  am  induced  to  believe  diat  ute  good  which  wilt  now 
result  from  its  publication,  by  confirming  Uie  conft- 
deoce  and  union  of  our  fellow-citiuns,  wiU  more  than 
countervail  the  ordinary  objection  to  such  publications. 
It  is  my  wish,  therefore,  that  it  may  be  now  pnbliahed. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Mabcb  22,  1808. 

The  House  then  proceeded  in  the  reading  of 
the  documents  accompanying  the  foregoing  Mes- 
sage, and  made  some  pioKress  therein;  when  aa 
adjoaroment  was  called  for,  and  carried. 


'Wbdhbbdat,  March  23. 
The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  the  doca- 
ments  which  accompanied  the  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  noited  States,  received  oo  the 
tweniy-ieeottd  instant,  and  made  a  farther  pn^ 
ress  therein. 


Tbdkbdat,  Blaroh  24. 
The  wnral  orders  of  the  day  were  postptmed 
until  to-morrow,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  25. 
A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  transmitting  information  in  re- 
lation to  sites  for  loriifications  of  ports  and  har- 
bors. The  Message  was  read,  and  referred  to 
Messrs.  Blodnt,  Tallhadob,  BaawELL,  Cook, 
RiKBa,  Taoop,  and  Witbebell. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Prestdem  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  Baildiags  oi  the  progress 
made  on  them  during  the  last  session  ;  of  theic 
present  state,  and  ot  that  of  the  funds  appro- 
priated to  them.  The  Message  and  report  weta 
read,  and  referred  to  Messrs.  STANroaD,  Lewis, 
Lloyd,  Sodtbabd,  and  Cdtts. 

Another  Menage  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  latest  returns  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  War.  The  Message  was  read,  and, 
together  with  thesMtementtimnMDiiied  therewith, 
laid  on  the  table. 
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■  The  Hoase  being  cleared  of  all  penons,  except 
the  members  and  Clerir,  resumed  the  reading  of 
such  papers,  accompanying  the  Messaeefrom  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  twenty- 
aecond  instant,  as,  in  his  jud^ent.  require  secre- 
cy,aDd  were  communicated  m  confidence  to  the 
House;  and  made  a  farther  progress  therein. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that 
.  the  farther  reading  of  the  said  papen;,  except  the 
treaty  negotiated  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  De- 
cember last  between  the  United  Slates  and  the 
King  of  Qreat  Britain,  be  dispensed  with ;  and 
that  the  same  be  now  read ;  and  the  question  be- 
ing taken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
alire.  The  said  treaty  waa  then  read:  Where- 
upon, a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Joasra  Glat 
that  the  doors  of  the  Representative^  Chamber 
be  now  opened ;  and  the  question  being  put  there- 
npoD,  it  waa  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  adjoammeut  was  then  called  fbr,  and 
carried. 

Saturday,  March  26. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hilt,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  a  detachment  from  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,"  with  several  amendments;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Tallmadoe  be  excused 
from  serving  on  the  committee  to  whom  was  yes- 
terday referred  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  relative  to  sites  for  fortifica- 
tions and  arsenals :  and  that  Mr.  Quinct  be  ap- 
pointed of  the  said  committee,  in  his  atead> 

The  House  proeceded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments proposed  hy  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"Ad  act  authorizmg  a  detachment  from  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States;"  and  agreed  to  the 
•ame. 

Mr.  BiTRWCLi.  reported  a  bill  supplementary  to 
the  act  fixing  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization, 
and  repealing  all  other  acts  on  that  subject.  [The 
bill  recognises  the  same  rule  of  naturalization  as 
ihe  above  recited  law ;  also  declaring  that  all  cit- 
izens shall  be  considered  such  no  longer  than 
tvhile  they  actnally  reside  within  the  United 
States ;  and  also  that  if  any  citizen  shall  expa- 
triate himself,  he  shall,  iptojacto,  be  deemed  an 
alien,  and,  ever  after,  be  lacapable  of  becoming  a 
citizen.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  Clat  presented  the  petition  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  praying 
an  extension  of  its  charter.  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did 
bot  mean  to  press  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
daring  th^  present  session,  and  moved  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Some  conversation  ensued'on  this  motion,  the 
great  objection  being,  that  it  wonld  be  incorrect 
to  refer  a  subject  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a 
report  on  its  expediency,  until  its  constitutionali- 
ty (which  has  been  so  much  questioned)  were  de- 
cided on.  , 

To  obtain  a  decision  of  the  Hotise  on  its  con- 
•titntionality,  previous  to  a  reference  to  consider 
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its  expediency,  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUMifr  moved  its 
reference  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
letter  motion  having  prefereaee,  was  carnedr— 86 
to  45. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  reading  of  the 
documents  accompanytng  the  Mrsaage  irom  the 
President^  on  Tuesday  last. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Willuhs 
to  meet  to-morrow,  (Sunday ;)  negatived— a jrei 
19. 

About  four  o'clock,  the  House  adjonraed. 


MoHDAT,  March  28. 

Mr.  Daha,  from  the  commiuee  anwinted  on 
the  fifih  of  November  last,  to  whom  were  relcned 
the  petitions  of  Gideon  Edwards  and  Samuel 
Doak,.  together  with  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "Ad  act  to  revive  and  contintie  in  force  the 
nineteenth  seciion  of  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
ascertain  and  fix  the  Military  E^tabtishment  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  extend  the  provisiooi 
thereof,"  reported  several  amendments  to  the  said 
bill;  which  were  read,  and,togetherwiththesaid 
bill  and  petitions,  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  HouBe  proceeded  to  couMder  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entiiled 
"An  act  concerning  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposea Wbereapoo,  the 
House  nffreed  to  the  aaidameDdmeBts. 

Mr.  h»i.iros  moved  theftrflowingresohiriim: 

Retohed,  That  the  order  of  this  HoUMmideOndifl 
twenty-third  instant,  which  requires  five  thoDsand  eo* 

Eies  of  the  Message  and  documents  presented  to  dus 
[oase  on  the  twentv-aecond  instant,  be  reacinded ;  and 
that  fifteen  hundred  copiea  of  the  said  Message  and 
documents  be  printed. 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  .the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  arms^'' with 
several  ameadmenta,  to  which  they  deiire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  reading  of  such  papen 
accompanying  the  Message  from  the  President  el 
the  United  States  of  the  twenty-seoond  iastaA 
as,  in  bis  jndgnwBt^  do  not  reqoire  aeereey,  and 
were  not  eommunieated  in  eonfidence  to  this 
House;  aDdmadeaftrtherprogressthereia:  when 
the  House  adjoomed. 


TiTBSDAT,  March  39. 

Mr.  BOTLB,  from  the  Committee  on  the  PuUie 
Irfinds,  to  whom  waa  referred,  on  the  seventh  in- 
stant, a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  presented  a  bill  relinquishing  to  the  Cor* 
poration  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  the  right  of 
the  Uoited  Slates  to  the  Batttire,  in  front  of 
suburb  of  St.  Mary's,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

The  House  considered  and  agreed  lotheamesd- 
ments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  public  arms." 
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Mr.TALLMAVOfl,  from  the  eommitte*  appoiDted 
Mlbeei^ieeoih  tnsUDl,  pretested  a  bill  for  tbe 
itlM  ef  tbe  iAfina,  di«lued,  and  superattnoated 
offcHi  nd  soldiers  of  tbe  Ama^  of  the  United 
Sistn;  which  was  read  twioc,  and  oommitled 
a  ComiiHitee  of  the  Whole  oo  Monday  next. 

The  House  ania  resolved  itsrlf  into  a  Com* 
niitee  of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  hUt  to  alter  and 
establish  eertaio  post  roads  J  aad,afi«  aome  time 
■pent  ther«a,  the  Committee  rose,  and  reported 
progress. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  reading  of  the 
doMments  accompanying  the  Message  from  the 
PresidcDi  of  tbe  United  States.  The  reading  of 
these  papers  baring  been  ovDcluded,  tbey  were 
Kfened  lo  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RowAH  called  for  tbe  eonsidmition  of  the 
Molaitoa  for  ioqoiry  relatire  to  Harry  Inaes; 
kw  npon  the  renreaenution  of  Mr.  Taylor,  that  it 
•arid  act  well  be  decided  natil  tbe  mmen  which 
frnned  iu  bMia  bad  beeo  printed, Mr.  R.  witb- 
dmr  fait  motion. 

ADDinONAL  ARMY. 

Mr.  HiLHOR  called  op  the  oonsideraiioo  of  a 
retoloiioD,  which  he  yestn-day  laid  oo  the  table, 
toreseifld  tbe  order  of  tbe  House  for  printing  five 
tboesaod  copies  of  all  the  papers  aoeompaoying 
tbe  President's  commooication,  and,  instead  of 
this  Bomber,  to  print  fifteen  hundred  copies,  ex- 
•ept  so  hr  as  this  number  ts  already  executed. 

After  some  observations  in  support  of  the  mo- 
tioD  by  Messrs.  MibNOR  and  Shilie,  and  objee- 
tioos  by  Menrs.  Macon,  Stahford,  Randolpb, 
Ltoh,  and  Soutrard,  Mr.  Milhor  wiibdMW  the 

ROtiOB. 

Mr.  Dawboii  said  it  would  be  remembered  that, 
when  the  late  Message  was  recetred  from  the 
Presid«Bt,a  bill  was  onder  eoosiieratioD  for  rals- 

iosftD  iddiiiooal  military  force.  He  moved  that 
it  be  aow  taken  up. 

The  House  baviag  resumed  tbe  consideration 
of  tbe  bUl— 

Ml.  Maooh  observed,  that  tbis  bill  was  predi- 
Mted  on  a  Message  from  the  President,  enclosing 
a  report  Ttoir  tbe  Secretary  of  War.  The  House 
Was  now  possessed  of  all  the  information  whieh 
nigfat  bare  led  to  tbis  Message.  When  tbis  bill 
Was  list  aoder  discussion  tbe  number  of  men  bad 
baea  tocreased  from  six  thousand  men  to  nine 
tboatand.  Mr.  M.  said,  be  was  averse  to  going 
beyond  the  force  which  bad  been  deemed  neces- 
Mry  by  the  ExMotire,  and  wbieb,  at  be  under* 
«Bod,  was  bntintended  for  garrison  aerriee.  Ur< 
w  this  coaaideraiioa,  be  moved  to  reeommtt  tbe 
Ml  to  tbe  Commillee  on  our  Military  and  Naval 
Sstiblithmeats.  Those  who  were  deairaua  of 
Pyiog  taeh  foroe  as  was  tboogbt  iteeessaty  by  ib« 
OBMn  of  GorerRment,  would  vote  for  a  recom- 
■utment,  and  those  who  wished  to  ezeead  that 
■anber  woatd  vote  against  it. 

Blr.  OAwaoR  thought  this  qoestiwD  had  beeo 
already  decided ;  for,  on  a  qoestioa  lo  increase  tbe 
ainiber,  formally  pst.  a  few  days  ago,  it  had  psa^ 
•d  by  aa  almoat  ooaRunMia  vote. 


H.or  a. 


Mil  Maooh  remarked,  ia  ref^y,  that  the  gentle* 
man  had  corrpctly  stated  the  fact;  bat  that  dc- 
ciaion  had  taken  plaee  prior  to  the  reading  of  the 
papers  eommiMicftted  with  the  Preaident'a  Mea- 
sage.  If  the  infonnatlon  given  had  o|temted  nei- 
ther one  way  nor  the  other,  tbe  deeision  woidA 
;  Undoubtedly  be  tbe  same. 

Mr.  Macor's  motion  mis  carried — 53  to  46. 
'  Mr.  Dawsom,  from  tbe  eownittec  to  whom  tJbe 
bill  was  this  day  recommitted,  reported  the  bill 
for  raisiag  an  additional  military  force,  with  one 
ajnefldment,  to  wk :  To  strike  out  iunety-«ix  (tbe 
number  of  each  oompany  of  iofaotry)  and  insert 
sixty-eight.— Commilled  to  n  Commiuec  of  the 
Whole. 

On  UMlioB,  the  House  adjourned. 


WEDNGSDATf  March  30. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Willums,  a  reiehi- 
tion  waa  adopted  to  instruci  the  Commitite  oi 
tbe  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  providing  by  law  for  tbe  transporta- 
tion, by  mail,  of  the  1^  Message  of  tbe  Pxesir 
<l«nt  of  the  UnUed  States,  and  dsettmenia  aeeonn- 
panying  the  same. 

Tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Jonatbui  Grout,  relative  to  telegraphs, 
was  diaebarged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  tbe  Treasury,  to  report  Uiereon  to  the  oezttes^ 
sion  of  Congress. 

ADDITIONAL  ABMT. 

The  Honae  went  into  a  Committee  on  the  re* 
port  of  the  select  eommittee,  to  whom  was  reh 
committed  the  bill  for  raising  an  additional  mili- 
tary fwce.  The  amendment  reported  by  the 
seleet  committee^  waa.  after  a  few  olyeetions  by 
Mr.  Rhra,  agreed  tfr-ayea  66.  The  bill  being 
now  ojxm  to  ammdmem — 

Mr.  Rowan  observed,  that  it  seemed  to  him 
that  if  this  addition  to  the  military  force  was  cotk- 
sidercd  as  an  addition  to  the  Peace  Establishment, 
tbe  regiment  of  horse  contemplated  by  the  bill 
waa  unnecessary ;  if  war  was  contemplated,  tbe 
force  was  too  small.  Tbe  report  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  War,  on  which  tbis  bill  was  predicated,  said 
be,  stated  that,  under  existing  circumstaaces,  tbis 
particular  force  was  necessary.  What  are  these 
existing  circunasianees?  If  I  thought  we  were 
to  have  war,  I  would  rote,  with  all  my  heart,  for 
tbis  number,  and  a  vucn  larger  number,  if  it 
should  be  thought  neccasary.  If  we  here  not 
war,  and  it  appears  to  be  tbe  general  0|Hni(m 
that  it  will  not  be  commenced  on  our  part,  cer- 
tainly the  dragoons  are  not  necessary.  I  do  not 
think  it  tbe  opinion  of  Ibe  House  that  any  war- 
like measure  should  be  now  adopted ;  and,  if  not, 
by  striking  out  these  eight  troops  of  horse,  a  sof- 
fieient  force  will  yet  be  left  for  the  Peace  Estab- 
lisbmeat.  Horse  aie  much  more  expensive  than 
foot;  and  I  cannot  see  any  occasion  for  horse  on 
a  Peace  EatabUahment.  I  eould  bare  wished 
that  tbe  bill  might  have  laid  over  until  we  hare 
rceeired  fiuthM  information,  whieh  it  ia  nndei- 


AddiHoMi  Armjf. 


Digilized  Dy  Google 


1875 


mSTOBY  OF  CONGRESS.  187S 


H.orR. 


st«od  we  AM  ihortly  Kceire,  bee*aM  I  hold  it 
to  be  tfa«  doty  oi  the  Hoose  to  kaow  what  our 
cireDmitwiees  are,  aod  oot  to  take  the  dictum  of 
*Bf  department  of  the  QoTernroent,  from  the 
highest  to  the  toweat.  We  hare  had  laformatioD, 
ec^toQS  and  Tolumiooos,  laid  before  Qf ;  bat  from 
that  it  does  not  seem  to  resalt  that  measares  of 
war  are  to  be  taken.  If  not,  where  the  neees- 
rity  for  troops  of  horse?  I  can  see  no  use  for 
them,  or  serrice  which  they  can  render.  We  all 
know  the  extent  of  onr  frontier,  and  hare  some 
idea  of  the  aituaiion  of  the  places  on  it.  As  I 
csannot  see  the  oecessity  for  horse,  and  more  espe- 
cially for  this  quantity,  I  move  to  strike  out  all 
that  part  of  the  bill  relative  to  the  dragoons. 

Mr,  Tallmadob  said,  that  bad  the  geotlemao 
from  Kentucky  been  present,  or  if  present,  had 
he  not  for^tien,  he  would  reeolleet  that  a  pro- 
Tision  was  introduced  to  avoid  incnrring  ihe  ez- 
MBse  which  the  gentleman  had  objected  to. 
There  was  a  distinct  section  which  provided  that 
the  regiment  of  dragoons  were  to  serve,  either  in 
whole  or  in  part,  until  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  judge  it  necessary  to  mount  them; 
so  that,  in  fact,  the  regiment  of  dragoons  was  to 
be  a  regiment  of  infantry.  In  ease  of  war,  the 
gentleman  would  fully  appreciate  the  advantage 
of  cavalry,  in  which  ease  the  President  is  author- 
ized to  mount  the  whole  or  a  part.  So  that  were 
any  force' to  be  raiited,  tbta  was  a  necessary  part 
of  it. 

Mr.  Rowan  observed  that  his  object  was  to  di- 
minish the  force;  and  be  had  chosen  the  horse 
because  he  thought  it  that  part  which  could  most 
properly  be  detached.  He  wished  to  know  wbe> 
thcr  this  force  was  considered  by  the  House  as 
calculated  for  peace  or  war?  It  was  known  that 
we  had  already  a  Peace  Establisbment  to  line  our 
frontiersj  this  bill  contemplated  an  addition  of 
7,000,  or  perhaps  more,  which  would  certainly  be 
too  many.  Against  external  assault,  wherever 
tbe  population  was  tolerably  replete,  the  militia 
were  competent;  a  regular  force  was  necessary 
only  where  the  population  did  not  furnish  the  ad- 
Tantages  of  military  defence  which  the  interior 
possessed.  A  sufficient  number  of  men  for  garri- 
son duty  seemed  to  him  to  be  as  many  as  were 
necessary^  aod  a  standing  army  of  10,000  men 
waa  cerumly  beyond  the  number  necessary  for 
that.  The  existing  circomstaDces,  said  he,  at  the 
time  when  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  made  were  different  from  what  tbey  are  at 
present.  It  seems  now  to  he  the  general  opinion 
that  we  shall  not  have  war.  If  that  be  not  the 
graeral  opinion,  lay  this  hill  on  your  table,  and 
apportion  the  number  to  the  object.   If  we  have 

riaee,  the  quantity  is  at  least  one-halt  too  large, 
therefore  made  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  cav- 
alry not  so  much  to  get  dear  of  Uiem  as  ta  dimin- 
ish the  force. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  did  not  consider  this  as  a 
part  of  the  Peace  Establishment;  he  considered 
war  aft  a  matter  of  uncertainty.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  contd  have  confidence  in  the  gen- 
erosity of  tbe  nation  with  whom  we  are  contend- 
jig,  he  was  fight  to  lessen  the  number.  For  my 
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own  part,  said  he,  I  have  rdtanee  neithet  in  the 
justice  or  {^erosity  of  that  nation,  but  consider 
It  our  duty  to  put  ourselves  in  a  situation  toawtit 
the  eTenL  Will  any  gentleman  say  that  a  blow 
may  not  eren  now  be  aimed  at  us  ?  I  have  sot 
that  assurance  of  their  forbearance  that  I  will 
leave  my  country  in  this  situation.  We  have 
granted  money  for  fortifications ;  we  know  ibat 
tbe  fortified  posts  must  be  occupied.  Is  it  to  be 
taken  for  granted  that  those  posts  shall  be  filled 
by  militia — that  the  mititta  shall  do  garrison  ducy? 
I  believe  not;  there  must  be  a  certain  number  of 
regular  troops.  Would  the  gentleman  constat 
that  the  militia  of  Kentucky  should  be  drawn  to 
New  Orleans  to  form  a  stationary  force  thoe?  I 
think  not;  and  yet  I  believe  that  such  a  force 
must  be  maintained  there.  The  troth  is,  tbatn 
ought  to  consider  our  situation— that  we  may 
have  war  or  we  may  not.  I  wish  to  put  the  eoaa- 
try  into  such  a  dituation  that  we  may  be  compt- 
tent  to  meet  events ;  and  I  consider  that  tbe  nam- 
ber  proposed  will  answer  that  purpose.  If  tt  be 
the  wish  of  the  House,  however,  to  insert  a  los 
number,  I  should  still  vote  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  Rowan  said,  that  as  to  reliance  on  national 
justice  or  generosity,  history  smiles  with  eootempt 
if  not  with  derision  at  an  idea  of  that  kind.  Jus- 
tice between  nations  is  ideal,  and  never  has  ex- 
isted in  reality.  I  ask  whether  these  troops  hsre 
not  been  as  necessary  in  that  view  ever  since  the 
year  1800  as  at  this  time?  for  we  are  told  tbattbe 
fine  mta  rum  on  our  pan  is  a  subject  on  which 
that  Power  bad  rather  fight  than  yield.  Weknew 
that  the  impressment  of  seamen  wouhl  not  be 
surrendered  without  a  war.  There  has  been,  tbeo, 
the  same  occasion  for  this  foree  since  the  yaar 
1800  as  at  this  time.  The  question,  then,  u  sim- 
ply this :  Will  we  keep  up  an  armed  force  to  (tre- 
vent  invasion  ?  If  we  do  this,  we  reject  the  o\i 
doctrine,  and  assume  one  which  was  sometime 
a^o  considered  as  too  bold  to  advance,  but  ve  have 
slipped  up  to  it  gradually.  It  seems  to  be  tbs 
general  sentiment  that  war  should  not  be  com- 
menced on  our  port.  I  had  judged  myself,  that 
unless  reparation  was  made,  war  steps  would  be 
taken  ;  but,  instead  of  that,  we  seem  disposed  t» 
solace  ourselves  with  a  hope  that  we  sball  not 
be  troubled  in  future,  and  with  that  to  rest  coo- 
teat  What  measure  sball  be  pursued  I  have 
not  myself  formed  a  decisive  opinion.  No  view 
of  what  measures  are  proper  to  betaken  has  beat 
presented  by  any  department  or  by  any  meaUier.' 
The  ease  of  Orleans  has  been  mentioned.  Tbe 
militia  of  Kentucky  would  not  like  to  go  theretf 
any  time ;  and  it  is  not  more  necessary  ibat  they 
should  now  go  than  it  has  been  at  anv  time  past. 
I  grant  that  there  should  be  an  esublisbed  foree 
at  New  Orleans;  but  to  what  amount?  Tbe  mi- 
litia of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  form  a  consider 
able  body ;  a  garrison  of  1,080  r^ulars  at  themost, 
aided  by  the  militia,  would  be  competent  toevery 
purpose.  As  to  fortifications,  I  hope  it  is  not  con- 
templated that  they  shall  be  manned  in  time  of 
peace  by  such  a  regular  force  as  might  be  aecs- 
sary  in  war.  All  that  will  be  necessary  is  a  file 
of  men  at  each  post,  with  a  sergeant  or  snbalteni 
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to  keep  ibeflB  in  ord«r,  who  Oay  Mrra  as  a  ralljr- 
MBt  to  the  militia.  If  we  are  to  have  a 

tamog  army  for  war,  I  wish  it  to  be  declared  st 
ceee.  for  this  Dumber  is  ineompeteot.  Our  pres- 
et Peace  BstablishmeDt  is,  indeed,  too  small,  but 
with  this  addition  it  will  be  moch  too  lai^e. 

Ur.  DoBBLL  said  it  seemed  to  be  the  faialityof 
MBK^nilemeD  Qerer  to  be  able  to  discera  ibe 
■otiTes  by  which  others  were  actuated ;  and,  as 
UieycaDld  not  see  ibeir  motires,  they  could  not 
eoBseni  to  plans  which  others  aorocated.  I  am 
itij  sorry,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  this  has  so  generally 
kea  the  case  during  the  present  session.  The 
genilemaa  from  Kentucky  has  objected  to  this 
DilLintrodaced  for  the  purpose  of  inereasinff  our 
■iUiary  force;  be  saya  for  a  Peaee  KsuBlish- 
BHit  the  proposed  fore*  will  be  too  iar^e ;  for 
war,  it  does  not  come  vp  to  the  mark.  It 
•rems  that  the  objection  which  the  gcntteman 
first  made  to  the  bill  was  in  consequeoce  of  the 
aamber  of  cBTalry :  he  could  net  see  in  any  event 
that  a  regiment  of  caTslry  could  be  necessary, 
aad  gave  as  reasona,  that  they  were  expensive, 
and  iDRi  he  saw  do  service  in  which  they  could 
be  Qwd.  Those  objections  have  been  totally 
aotwned  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut ; 
became,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  these  cavalry 
Bay  serve  as  infantry.  The  gentleman's  objec- 
Uoot  then  return  to  the  amuunt  of  the  force,  be- 
iog  too  great  for  peace,  and  vastly  too  little  for 
war.  The  geotteman  says  he  presumes  that  this 
Boue  is  not  at  all  gorersed  by  a  belief  that  we 
are  io  a  stale  of  war;  that  this  is  sot  ecmsideced 
ii  a  war  mcasare ;  that  we  have  had  no  evideooe 
laiDdiiee  a  belief  that  a  stale  of  war  is  likely  to 
CMK.  It  has  been  frequently  mentioned  on 
this  floor,  and  by  that  gentleman  too  more  than 
oatt,  that  if  not  at  actual  hostilities,  we  were 
very  near  It.  We  are  not  now  in  a  slate  of  pro- 
fiwid  peace  or  actual  war,  but  in  a  half-way  sute. 
We  are  in  a  sort  of  galloping  situation,  sometimes 
varaod  sometimes  peace ;  and  Ihecooduct  of  many 
geotlemen  seems  to  show,  and  lam  sorry  to  seeit, 
that  their  opinions  are  not  founded  on  what  is 
before  us,  but  every  breath  which  wafts  a  scintilla 
of  uformatioD  across  the  Atlantic  gives  new 
vigor  to  their  action,  or  damps  their  ardor.  Are 
we  to  be  influeoced  by  causes  so  trivial  1  Let  me 
t>3i  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  time  when 
we  were  called  together  ^  the  President  of  the 
Uaticd  States.  What  waa  the  occasion  which 
five  rise  to  our  extra  lesuon?  .  An  assault  on 
oar  sovereignty  by  an  armed  ship  of  Britain,  by 
ID  oDinge  of  the  mout  flagrant  nature  ever  recora- 
cd  in  bintory.  Congress  was  convened  under  the 
idea  that  DotwitbstandiDf;  our  peaceable  relations 
V'ith  that  nation,  she  might  refuse  to  make  am- 
^wisfactioD  for  that  atuck.  What  is  the  event  1 
Has  she  made  this  satisfaction?  Is  the  lapse  of 
eight  iBOBihs,  without  a  repetition  of  the  injury, 
to  be  considered  as  a  satisfaction?  I  know  not 
how  other  gentlemen  may  feel,  but  it  is  none  to 
me.  What  would  have  been  the  conduct  of  this 
House  had  she  immediately  refused  satisfaction ? 
For  what  were  we  called  together  7  Was  it  not 
to  meet  sncb  a  possible  event?  U  Oreat  Biitain 


had  Tefbnd  insiaater,  wo  aboald  have  made  » 
declaratifm  of  war  upm  htr*  I  do  not  hesiltte 
to  say  that  I  would  have  held  Qp  laf  hand  in 
favor  of  it.  What  is  now  our  siioation?  No 
reparation  has  been  made,  and  we  are  under  the 
same  obligations diow  as  we  were  then  loprepars 
for  defence.  No  one  will  say  that  we  aredefended, 
or  that  we  are  in  no  danger  of  attack  even  from 
Great  Britain.  An  we  then  tosit  here,  week  aAer 
week  and  month  aAer  montb,and  do  nothing?  I 
hope  not.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  number  of  mea 
proposed  to  be  raised  is  proper.  I  am  not  squea- 
mish as  to  figures.  If  the  number  called  for  had 
been  twenty  thousand,  I  would  have  voted  for 
it;  if  but  three  thousand  I  would  also  have  voted 
for  them ;  beeanae  in  the  event  of  war  the  latter 
could  be  increased,  and  in  the  event  of  peaea  tha 
furmet  eould  have  been  disbanded. 

Wa  were  told  by  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Upbui,) 
whan  thia  bill  waa  before  the  Hoase  od  a  former 
oeeasioo,  that  no  system  was  followed,  that  there 
is  a  WBDt  of  energy,  and  that  be  haa  no  eoafl* 
denee  in  the  Executive.  If  the  thing  be  fairly 
considered  and  understood,  all  these  objeetioM 
fall,  in  myopinioo.  The  attempts  which  have  hem 
heretofore  made  to  get  op  the  Army  bill  have  been 
experimental;  it  was  not  presumable  that  we 
should  agree  to  the  number  or  detail  of  tbe  bill 
in  the  first  instance.  Tbe  very  nature  of  the  ne- 
gotiation then  pending  was,  I  presume,  a  si^ 
eient  motive  f<w  delaying  the  business.  Tbe  same 
gentlemen  who  bow  object  to  tbe  bill  would  pos- 
sibly have  objected  lo  it  pending  the  negotiatioa, 
and  its  decision  might  have  irritated  the  Britian 
ministry  ;  that  waa  my  opinion,  and  theiefen  I 
did  not  press  it  at  all,  bat  Ihougbt  it  better  that  it 
should  lie  on  tbe  table.  Would  it  either  have 
been  proper  to  lay  information  on  the  subject  be- 
fore the  House  during  the  negotiation  1  No  ona 
can  say  that  it  maid  faave  been  proper.  I  sboold 
not  have  expected  at  this  time  of  day  that  objeo- 
tioiw  would  have  been  made  to  the  billon  tbe  score 
of  confidence  in  our  seenrity.  What  is  tbe  sit»< 
atioo  of  the  relations  between  foreign  Powers, 
and  of  our  own  country  with  those  Powms? 
Is  the  proitpect  of  our  foreign  relations  more  eheee- 
ing  thian  it  was  immediately  after  tbe  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake?  I  say  not,  and  no  one  will 
gainsajr  ii.  That  insult' is  yet  nnatoned  for;  no 
reparation  whatever  has  been  made  for  it.  I  feel 
myself  luder  the  same  obligation  to  seek  redreaa 
by  such  means  as  God  ana  natore  have  plaacd 
in  our  power,  as  if  that  Govemmcnt  had  abeo- 
lutely  and  immedialcly  refused  to  make  repam- 
tion;  for  they  have  made  none.  Instead  ot  oar 
relations  being  better,  they  have  grown  from  bad 
to-worse,  and  in  consequence  of  no  fault  of  ours. 
Let  gentlemea  contenq))ate  the  late  decrees,  and 
their  bearing  on  our  commerce.  WtU  they  say 
that  our  situation  is  better  1  Foreigo  Powers  are 
already  at  war  with  our  commerce,  and  as  likely 
as  not,  when  ibey  have  gathered  ap  the  fragments 
of  that,  they  will  make  an  attack  upon  our  soil. 

What  is  the  situation  of  our  exposed  points,  of 
which  we  have  so  many,  and  of  our  seacoast  of 
two  tbooaaad  miles?    Are  not  oar  cities  de- 
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fiBQceleas?  Assaredly^  they'  are.  A  millioii  of 
dollars  have  been  expended  for  foriificatioMs,  and 
tkia  moDejr  could  not  have  been  more  eooo- 
omically  ezpeoded.  We  want  these  forts  gar- 
riaoDcd  by  these  Tery  troops;  we  do  oot  waat  them 
leA  defenceless  for  Eoglish,  French  or  Spaniards 
to  pcwsess  and  turn  the  guns  agaiDst  us.  No,  sir, 
the  situatioD  of  the  world  will  by  no  raeaus  admit 
of  our  sittiug  still  with  our  fingers  iu  our  mouths, 
■nd  takiag  oo  st^  of  defence.  It  has  been  said 
Uiat  the  preseot  session  is  drawing  to  a  close*  I 
for  one  snail  oot  rest  satisfied  with  departing  and 
iMviug  the  eotiDtr]r  in  its  present  defeneelcss  sit- 
matioo.  I  hope,  for  these  reasons,  thai  the  gen- 
tleman's amendment  will  be  negatived. 

Mr.  RowAM  did  not  see  why  ibis  artillery  of 
Executive  confidence  should  be  levelled  at  him. 
I  hare,  said  he,  before  said,  that  confidence  or 
difidence  in  the  Exeoutire  was  unimportant  to 
the  decision  of  any  question  in  my  mind,  and 
therefore  Z  hare  not  expressed  my  sentiments  on 
the  subject;  why  then  it  should  be  lugged  in  and 
levelled  at  me  I  do  not  understand.  [Mr.  Dobbll 
did  not  intend  to  level  at  the  genileman  any  ex- 
pression other  than  what  he  bad  used  in  direct 
reply  to  his  observations  on  another  point.]  Upon 
that  tntyeet  then,  snid  Mr.  R;,  I  have  eoofidenee 
in  what  eomos  frum  the  EzeoDti?e,  so  far  as  to 
^re  it  tbat  weight  to  which  all  information  com- 
ing from  an  Ezecntive  is  entitled.  I  hope  tbis 
House  will  always  understand  their  situation,  the 
rights  of  the  people,  and  lbs  Exeeutive  rights; 
thai  they  will  UDoerataod  and  make  a  proper  dis- 
orimimttion  between  confidence  and  dimdeoce. 
1  believe  coufidence  to  be  unfriendly  to  civil  lib- 
erty, and  rigilanceand  diffidence  to  be  friendly 
to  it.  When  a  recommendation  is  made  by 
any  department  of  the  Goveroment.  it  Is  enti- 
tled to  confidence  in  |>roportioa  to  the  informa- 
tioo  which  accompanies  it,  and  no  further.  I 
deprecate  the  day  when  any  department  shall 
only  hare  to  say  that  under  existing  ctrcum- 
tances"  so  many  troops  are  necessary.  Will  not 
thalLepreBenuurci  of  the  nation  inquire  what  are 
tke  nireumsianeai,  and  deliberate  what  they  ara^ 
and  vhcUwr  they  will  aothorize  the  erection  or 
■Qch  foree?  Sorely  they  will.  What  are  onr 
fiiroumstances  then  at  this  time  ?  Are  ihey  such 
as  lead  to  a  belief  that  we  shall  bare  immediate 
war  1  This  nation  is  liable  at  all  time^  to  attack ; 
and  if  ^ntlemen  will  raise  an  army  upon  that 
predication,  there  ought  to  have  been  one  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Ooverament.  It  is 
•greed  on  all  bands  that  a  certain  foree  for  our 
peace  establiahmest  is  neoessary ;  our  naked  fron- 
tier requires  it.  It  thea  becomes  a  raatierof  oon- 
sideratiou  what  should  be  the  nature  of  that  peace 
eaubJi8bment,and  how  far  it  should  be  increased. 
It  is  mv  opinion  that  the  addition  proposed  by 
this  bill  is  too  large,  and  therefore,  as  a  poice  es- 
taUiahnent.  I  am  opposed  to  it,  but  am  wilUoc 
Ibat  it  ahould  pass  with  the  amendmeat  which  I 
hare  proposed*  I  have  not  questioned,  nor  -CTer 
do  arraign  the  motires  of  thoae  who  oppose  this 
bill,  or  any  wasure }  but,  if  it  be  a  war  mrasore, 
lal  uaao  undacMaBd  it,  and  tluaa  wko  view  it  in 


that  light  will  be  willing  to  provide  more  troofia. 
It  is  eithu'  for  war  or  peace,  if  peace,  the  lan- 
guage of  all  republicans  czoludes  the  idea  of 
maintaining  a  standing  army  during  peace }  they 
are  only  necessary  with  an  e^e  to  war.  If  the 
latter  ib  to  be  our  course,  let  it  be  known  and  I 
am  ready  to  concur  in  preparatorjr  measures. 

But  as  I  am  averse  to  questioning  the  moliTe* 
of  the  advocates  of  any  measure,  and  therefore 
avoid  it,  so  also,  I  wish  my  motives  not  to  be 
qneslioned ;  neither  do  1  nnderstand  another  ar- 
goment,  which  is  common,  How  can  any  gentle- 
man have  the  hardihood  to  say,  this  or  thai  T* 
I  trust  I  shall  always  have  the  hardihood  to  par* 
sue  what  I  deem  my  duty.  As  little  do  I  under- 
stand the  modeof  inquiring  whetberapersoo  will 
hazard  his  reputation  oo  ibis  or  any  measure. 
That  man  who  is  afraid  to  hazard  bis  reputation 
or  considers  his  reputation  as  hazarded  oo  any 
measure  which  be  supports,  is  unfit  for  his  ata- 
tioD.  So  much  for  motives,  hardihood,  and  baa- 
ard  of  reputation.  I  challenge  any  member  of 
this  House,  to  name  an  instance  in  which  I  have 
uver  questioned  the  motives  of  any  member;  I 
consider  that  the  decency  of  legislative  delibera- 
tion excludes  it.  I  trust  I  shall  always  have  tha 
hardihood  to  advocate  any  measure  which  rcaara 
tells  me  is  right,  and  oppose  those  which  reasm 
dcelares  incorrect.  And,  therefore,  am  I  under 
the  necessity  of  opposing  this  IhII,  because  it  ie 
suited  neither  for  war  por  peaec.  But  the  gei^ 
tlcman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mx.  Smiue)  telle  us 
our  situation  isdoubtAil;  so  It  always  has  been. 
He  says  we  may  be  asailed }  we  have  always 
been  liable  to  assault.  The  question  still  retoroa 
to  this  single  point:  Is  it  necessary  to  have  a 
staodiDg  army  to  insure  perpetuity  to  our  Gov- 
ernment 1  If  we  have  war,  we  must  have  a  re^ 
ular  army ;  that  is  my  opinion :  perhaps  it  la 
rather  heterodox,  but  1  believe  that  is  the  opinioa 
of  a  majority  of  the  House.  If  we  are  neither  at 
war  or  peace,  we  are  then  reduced  to  a  doubtful 
situation,  for  which  if  the  militia  are  not  compe- 
tent the  wise  framers  of  our  ConstituiioB  hav« 
fundamentally  erred,  and  we  must  come  into  tha 
old  deatruetive  doetrine  of  a  itanding  army,  with 
iu  whole  eonoomiiant  train  oi  oorruptioo.  It  is 
the  fear  of  the  prostration  of  our  eivil  libertv 
which  makes  me  fed  averse  to  the  bill  if  eonaid- 
ered  as  a  dubious  mcasDre. 

We  get  nothing  from  abroad;  we  have  de- 
manded atonement  for  an  iDjury,  and  it  has  besa 
refused.  If  we  choose  to  take  it,  then  we  go  to 
war ;  if  not,  and  it  is  intended  to  rest  for  justice 
on  future  prospects,  say  so,  and  we  remain  at 
peace.  The  quantity  of  force  proposed  by  the  bill 
IS  either  too  laige  or  too  small.  For  tbe  maia- 
tenance  of  our  Government  a  standing  army  is 
oot  necessary  ;  it  would  be  a  reproach  to  a  Re- 
presentative Governmeut,  and  to  our  boasted  re- 
pnblicaa  instimtions,  that  a  standing  army  was 
necessary  to  support  it.  If  we  are  to  go  to  war, 
it  is  not  avowed ;  if  peace,  that  is  not  admitted ; 
it  mast  then  be  thai  doubcuil  stale  which  has  al- 
ways existed.  And  therefore^  I  hope  my  anaend- 
menl  will  prevail 
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ib.  FiHOLBT.— Ii  hu  always  been  eoasitfered 
n  ondeDC  eoadnet  ia  neotial  oatioos,  when  tbey 
iMoalf  ereoa  remote  probability  of  war,  to  ntake 
piteaDtioDary  preparaiioDsto  prerent  being  taken 
■rnrprise;  tne  fate  of  Copeabagea  aad  ouimr- 
Msotner  cases  justify  the  measute  and  strongly 
mdemn  the  neglect  of  it.  If  this  is  at  all  tintet 
aeeessary,  how  mneh  more  ntnr,  when  the  epfrit 
of  war  80  ezteDaively  and  with  soeh  an  nneora* 
noo  degree  of  violence  prevails  amoDg  all  the 
BitioDs  with  whom  we  bare  relations.  But  the 
gnitleraaD  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Rowan)  gave  ns 
assQninees,  near  fifty  times  repeated,  that  there 
is  no  danger  of  war,  that  wbaterer  ground  there 
might  hare  been  to  apprehend  war  early  in  the 
snsioD,  there  in  no  danger  of  it  now ;  there  is  no 
dispontion  with  as  to  go  to  war;  that  there  was 
as  mttth  danger  any  time  since  1804,  as  at  pres- 
ent, Ac. 

Mr.  F.  said,  the  gentleman  had  pledged  his  re- 
■poaslbilitf  with  sufficient  confidence,  but  with- 
oot  isslgning  any  solid  reasons  on  which  our 
coafideDce  can  rest.  We  are  indeed  at  a  distance 
ftom  Eorope,  bat  some  of  these  nations  bring  tbera- 
selres  near  to  as ;  they  hare  commiitcd  aggrci^ 
■ioDssnd  hostilities  oii  onr  coasts  and  in  our  bar- 
bon;  these  proceedings  were  attempted  to  be 
prernted  or  mitigated,  and  reparation  to  be  pro- 
cared  by  n^;otiation.  Negotiation  seemed  to  be 
eneoaraged  with  friendly  professions  and  flatter- 
fag  hopes,  bat  treated  with  evasion  and  delay,  till 
iatlly  all  hopes  froni  that  qoarter  are  vanished, 
witfaoat  having  obtained  either  reparation  for  ihe 
ptst  or  assnmnces  for  the  future ;  not  only  so,  but 
negotiation  declared  to  be  at  an  end,  by  an  highly 
teeredited  agent ;  add  to  this,  that  the  traders  of 
that  natimi  are  employed  in  lafiuendng  the  In- 
liui  within  oar  own  territory,  dnd  not  only  tra- 
ins bet  accredited  ^eots  are  openly  employed 
ia  that  bnsiness;  that  the  force  in  tha  provinces 
tdjoiBing  oar  defenceless  frontiers  u  greatly  in- 
ercised,  their  militia  organtzedj  and  their  fleets 
noTerinig  on  oar  coasts,  highly  irritated  at  being 
isterdieted  from  our  harbors,  end  secret  expedi- 
tions consisting  of  powerful  fleets  and  armies 
eqnipped  for  destinations  unknown,  and  we  with 
a  fery  extensive  coast  on  the  ocean  where  our 
commercial  cities  are  exposed  to  destruction  and 
onr  eoMts  lo  every  species  of  depredation.  And 
^Itbh  is  a  subject  ofpablie  notoriety,  to  inform  us 
«  which  official  information  ts  not  necessary,  and 

Sthe  gentleman  from  Kentucky  pledges  his 
b  responsibility  that  there  is-nodanger  of  war. 
He  Ins  bowerer  been  kind  enoagh  to  wara  as 
M  to  bare  confidenee  in  the  opinion  or  recora- 
Bcadatbn  of  the  Encntive.  He  has  fold  us  that 
nepaUiean  Qovernment  was  a  Qovemmeitt  of  jea- 
louy  and  suspicion,  and  not  of  eonfldence ;  we  for 
represent  admit  thisprineiple,and  then  ask,  what 
gmni  he  baa  to  repeatedly  to  claim  our  implicit 
Mufidence  in  his  own  re^Dsihtt^,  totally  un- 
wpported  by  reason  oreridence?  If  his  declared 
pnoeifriesof  RepnUicanGoTertHnent  are  correct, 
ve  can  have  no  confidence  in  him,  nor  ought  we 
to  have  any  eonfldenee  in  oarsetves,  nor  our  cos- 
ititneau  in  as,  nor  we  in  each  other;  then  it 


woald  be  to  his  mind  a  Gorernment  of  saqHctea 
and  jealoDsy  all  over:  bat  the  peoj^e  are  not  yel 
prepared  for  saeh  a  Govamment  They  do  not 
know  how  it  will  work. 

He  has  asserted,  more  frequently  than  I  ean 
recollect,  that  the  addition  proposed  to  our  liide 
army  is  too  great  for  the  Peace  EstabliahnMnt, 
and  too  small  for  war;  and  as  repeatedly  has  be 
inquired,  what  is  its  object?  Mr.  F.  said  tie 
would  tell  the  gentleman  what  its  object  was ;  it 
was  intended  for  the  very  situattoo  the  Unit^ 
States  were  in  at  present ;  for  an  intermediate 
state  between  peace  and  war,  at  a  time  after  we 
had  long  been,  with  what  other  nations  have  a«»- 
aUy  considered  as  justifiable  oanses  of  war,  and 
when  these  causes  are  daily  increasing,  and  prob^ 
ably  before  we  are  aware,  or  in  any  good  meastura 
prepared,  they  may  become  inaappwtable.  When 
aetnal  war  is  forced  upon  as,  it  is  a  bad  tiae  to 
have  to  make  the  first  beginnings  to  prepare  ta 
meet  it  The  gentleman  talks  boldly  abom  the 
efficimey  of  the  militia  for  every  purpose  till  after 
war  is  lairly  oommenecd.  He  talks,  however,  to 
many  who  know  more  about  the  militia  and  tin 
advantages  of  even  a  small  regular  army  ibr  Ike 
militia  to  rally  round  than  he  does  himself.  Sap- 
pose  oar  seaooasta  to  be  attacked  and  overrun  4m 
situations  where  from  peculiar  causes  the  militia 
are  few  and  dispersed,  and,  at  the  same  time,  our 
very  extensive  and  very  thinly  settled  frontier  to 
be  attacked,  and  the  inhabitants  iedtBerimiaaiely 
massacred.  Could  the  militia  of  Kentooky  or 
Pennsylvania  give  them  prompt  and  permanent 
proteeiion?  No,  they  certainly  could  not;  and 
the  protection  they  eould  affiwd,  suppose  ikm 
ever  so  willing;  and  alert,  would  be  attended  mih 
incalealable  loss  to  thenuelvea,  and  mora  than 
doable  the  expense  to  the  United  States,  that  the 
same  number  of  regular  troops  would  be. 

Mr.  F.  added,  that  he  sympathiied  sincerely 
with  the  gentleman  on  the  account  of  bis  feeUoif 
so  much  sensibility  at  the- very  name  or  idea  <k  a 
standiagarmy.  .  This,  indeed,  seemed  to  give  hiaa 
as  much  alarm  as  if  it  was  to  be  an  army  of  bob- 
goblias  or  cannibals,  that  would  not  only  kill,  bat 
eat  us.  But,  to  quiet  the  gentleman's  fears,  he 
would  anure  him  the  name  standing  army  was 
not  in  the  law,  nor  the  thing.  It  was  not  a  stand- 
ing army,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  understood 
is  Europe.  It  was  to  be  enlisted  for  a  short  tctm, 
and  might  be  reduced  or  dissolved  at  the  pleasne 
of  the  GoTermnent, and  the  fondsconldwappio- 
priated  but  for  a  diorl  period,  so  that  it  was  in  tha 
power  of  one  branch  of  GoTemment  to  pravent 
an  appropriation  for  the  suj^rt  of  the  Army.  But 
still  further  to  abate  the  gentleman's  fears,  he 
would  assure  him  that  the  militia  were  not  suoh 
poltroons  aa  he  seemed  to  think.  They  would 
not  permit  an  army  double  the  number  of  what 
Was  proposed  to  be  raised  to  endai^r  ibeir  liber- 
ties, even  if  tbey  were  so  disposed.  But,  why  sos- 
pact  them  so  dreadfully  ?  The  officers  must  all 
be  citizens^  aad  would  generally  be  the  mmis  and 
brothers  of  citizens;  the  soldiers  will  gene- 
rally be  citizens,  or  the  near  relations  of  eitt* 
Masj  maA  «iU  nail  ally  look  forward  to  the  an- 
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joyment  of  the  pririleges  ihey  are  employed  to 
protect.  Sorely  the  ^enilemao  can  draw  DOthiog 
fro  ID  pastexperieaeeio  this  country  to  juatiry  this 
alarm,  to  the  degree  of  affright,  at  the  idea  of  a 
•tandiog  army,  a  name  gtrea  ooly  by  himself. 
He  would,  from  past  obterTation,  howerer,  assure 
him  that  half  this  army  would  not  be  enlisted  be- 
fore the  next  session  of  Coagress.  Qea.  Wayne's 
army  was  seldom  much  more  than  half  filled  dnr- 
inff  fire  years. 

Mr.  F.  Slid  he  most  sincerely  hoped  and  wished, 
not  only  for  oar  own  interest  but  for  the  interest 
of  the  Enropean  nations,  that  we  rai^ht  aroid 
war,  but  his  hopes  and  wishes  could  ^ire  no  se- 
carity  against  it,  and  be  cotwidered  being  in  some 
measure  prepared  fbr  it  was  the  best  way  either 
to  prevent  it  or  to  conduct  it.  The  gentleman 
has  repeatedly  aisarcd  as  that  we  have  no  right 
to  calculate  on  national  justice,  that  there  is  no 
aneh  thing,  Ac.  In  tbta  he  agreed  with  the  gen- 
lleman  with  respect  to  the  present  character  of 
Che  nations  of  Barope,  with  whom  their  own 
opinion  of  a  necessity  of  their  own  creation,  was 
made  the  plea  (or  committing  the  most  flagiiioos 
wrongs,  but  be  considered  that  this  opinion  appli- 
ed forcibly  against  the  object  of  the  gentleman's 
own  argument.  Mr.  F.  said  that  he  bad  no  con- 
fidence in  the  justice  of  either  of  the  belligerent 
nations,  be  knew  that  thetr  own  interest  or  the 
want  of  the  means  of  subjugating  us,  was  our 
only  security  on  their  part,  and  a  short  review  of 
the  past  would  demonstrate  that  some  of  them 
haTe  often  overleaped  the  bounds  of  their  own 
interest,  therefore  we  ought  not  to  depend  on  our 
own  views  of  their  intereA  or  object.  He  gave 
the  gentleman  from  Eentaekr  credit  for  his  can- 
dor, nnt,  upon  a  review  of  his  own  argument,  he 
vould  surely  himself  discover  thttt  it  was  strMig- 
ly  marked  with  inconsistency. 

A  Message  was,  at  this  moment,  received  from 
the  President  of  the  Uoited  States. 

Mr.  Oabonbr  said  that,  possiUy,  the  Message 
tnight  throw  some  light  on  the  subject  now  before 
the  Gommittee.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
Committee  rise.  The  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

The  Spbaksb  (having  opened  the  President's 
Message,  deelared  it  to  be  of  a  confidential  na- 
ture. The  galleries  wera  cleared,  and  the  doors 
renained  eioaed  till  a  few  minnres  past  four 
o^teek. 

Inaeerat  aeasioii:  Onmoiionof  MnRannoLra, 
that  the  Hoaae  do  come  to  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

BetOted^  That  the  Fierfdant  of  the  States 
be.  and  he  berel^  is,  reqaosled  to  eanse  to  be  laid  be* 
An  the  Hoose  of  ReiweMntatives,  Infermation  of  die 
dates  of  the  extract  and  copy  of  two  letters  respective- 
ly, from  the  French  Minisby  to  our  Minister  st  Paris, 
referred  to  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  Btate,  of  Uie 
twsn^-eecoad  of  Jsntuiry,  one  thousand  eight  bandied 
and  eight ;  and,  also,  of  the  date  of  the  reoeipt  of  the 
said  eommnnieatioas  and  of  the  letter  of  M.  Cham- 
ay,  of  the  fifteenth  of  Jannair,  one  thousand  eight 
indred  and  eight,  by  our  said  Miiiister  at  Paris. 

The  Uooie  pnwcedad  to  eouidei  the  aud  pro- 


posed renilntion  at  the  Clerk'a  table ;  and,  on  the 
question  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  same,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative—yeas  9^  nays 
24,  as  follows: 

Teas — Bvan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  BomO 
Bassett,  WUIiam  W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedgs.  Joha 
Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Browa, 
WiUtun  A.  Borwell,  William  Bailer,  Joseph  Cilboim, 
Goorge  W.  Campbell.  Epaphroditus  ChampieD,  Mutia 
Cbittandeo,  John  Claiborne,  Ma^ew  Clay,  Georgf 
Clinton,  janior,  JohnCloptm,  Howell  Cobb,  Joha  Cat- 
pepper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  ja^ot^ 
John  Dawson,  Jos^  Desha,  DanM  M.  Dorell,  Jams 
Elliot,  William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Meshack  Fnnk- 
lin,  Barent-Gardenier,  Francis  Oaidner,  James  M.  Oi^ 
aett,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Harm, 
William  Helms,  William  Hoge,  James  Holland,  Dafid 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Rob- 
ert Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Tboo- 
■s  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  John  Love,  Mattlww  Lyoe, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marttm,  Joaiah  MaslMi, 
WiUtam  Mtlnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  Nidiolu  B. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Auhtow,  John  Mo^ 
TOW,  Jonathan  O.  Moee1y,Gardon  8.  Mnmford,  Tboatai 
Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,janior,  John  Porter,  Josiik 
QuioCT,  John  Randolph,  Jasob  Richards,  Samnel  Riker, 
John  Rowan,  John  Rnssell,  Denats  Smelt,  John  Smilia, 
Samael  toith,John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  WilHsn 
Stedman,  Clement  Slorer,  Samoel  Taggart,  BMgaada 
Tallaiadga,  -  John  Taylor,  John  Tbomp«>B,  Abm 
Trigg,  George  M.  Troop,  Jabea  Upbam,  Jaakse  L 
Van  Allen,  PhiUp  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholas  TanMuk 
Archibald  Van  Horn.  KUIian  K.  Van  Renssehsi.  Dta- 
iel  C.  Verplanck.  Jesse  Wharton.  David  R.  WiUiama, 
Marmaduke  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

NATa— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  David  Bard.  Josiah  Deans, 
William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Joba 
Heister,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  Lambert,  William  Mo- 
Creery,  John  Moqtgomeiy,  Thomas  Newbold,  WQm 
C.  Nicholas,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaee, 
Matthtee  Ridiards,Bbeneier  Beaver,  James  Sloan,  Jed* 
ediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rahert  Whitebil 
laaae  Wilbonr,  Ridiaid  Winn,  and  James  WilbardL 

Mr.  7oBH  RAHnoLPB  and  Mr.  Obo.  W.  Gxiip- 
BELL  were  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes,  pnrsaant  to  the 
aforesaid  resolution. 

Tbdbbday,  March  31. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commitm 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Rmda,  to  whom  wis 
yesterday  referred  a  resolation  directing  the  said 
committee  "  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pre* 

*  viding  by  law  for  the  transportation  of  the  Mes* 

*  sa^e  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
'twenty-second  iastent,and  the  documents  ae- 

*  eompaoying  the  same,  by  mail,  free  of  postage^* 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  waa  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  OB  the  table. 

The  Hoose  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit* 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  raising  an  addi* 
tional  military  force. 

The  amenument  yesterday  proposed  by  Ur. 
Rowan  was  negatived,  without  debate — ayes  81k 

The  Committee  then  ruse  and  reported  the  bill, 
which  vraa  imoiediately  ordered  to  a  thiid  nan* 
ing. 
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lUDOE  INNB8. 

Ur.  RowAH  faiTiDg  cBlled  op  bi«  molation  for 
tn  inqairy  iolo  the  eondact  of  Hkiry  tones,  the 
House  agreed  to  consider  it,  4Si  to  38.  The  reso- 
litkn  M  as  follows : 

Sa^oidt  That  a  eoaimittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
intff  the  condoct  of  Harry  Innei,  Diatrict  Judge  of  the 
United  State*  for  the  District  of  Keotucky,  relative  to 
hit  hanng,  whilst  in  the  tenure  of  bia  office  afbrmaid, 
baen  partj  or  privy  to  a  project,  on  the  pert  of  Spain, 
•r  her  fotriects,  to  diamemb«r  dieae  United  Statee,  or 
to  the  aeduelion  the  State  of  Kentocky  from  this 
UniiHt;  or  relatiTe  to  his  haTing  beea  party  or  privy, 
doriaf  the  timo  afiu«aaid,  toaprmaetofFiuiea,orher 
dttaHis,  to  embroil  these  UnUed  States  in  m  war  with 
Bfain ;  «i  rabitive  to  his  haviof  illicitly  oorresponded 
with  both  or  Mther  of  the  Govemaients  aforesaid,  or 
Aeii  (objects  or  citizens,  upon  one  or  both  projects 
aiuflMid ;  or  reUtive  to  hia  having  known  and  coiwealed 
fion  Ifati  QoTeroment  one  or  both  the  said  projects ; 
and  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  send  for 
peiMias,  papera,  and  records ;  and  that  they  report  whe- 
ther, IB  their  iqunion,  the  said  Hany  Innes  hath  so 
acted,  relative  to  all  or  eiUier  of  the  enljecte  afimsdd, 
ss  to  nqeire  the  interposition  of  ttie  Constitotioiial 
power  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Howard  rose  merelr  to  express  a  wish 
that  the  resolution  should  be  adopted,  not  only 
fron  that  resptfCi  which  he  owed  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Keniocby,  but  from  a  belief 
that  the  inquiry  was  necessary.  Ever  since  the 
trial  of  Jadge  Sebastian,  said  Mr.  H.,  an  imprea- 
sioD  has  been  made  on  the  public  mind  unfavor- 
able to  the  standing  of  Judge  Innes  as  a  citizen 
and  as  an  officer  of  the  General  Government. 
From  the  delicate  and  important  nature  of  the 
trast  reposed  in  a  judse,  it  is  indisputably  oeces- 
sarynoi  only  that  he  should  possess  integrity,  and 
possess  parity  of  mind,  but  that  he  should  be  free 
iron  all  suspieion  totfae  contrary.  That  his  repu- 
MiM  ku  Histnined  a  dimiDtttion  is  certain,  whe- 
ther on  proper  or  improper  ground,  it  is  not  ne- 
emary  for  me  to  deternine.  I  trust  the  House 
will  permit  the  inquiry  to  progress,  that  if  inno- 
cent, this  gentleman  may  be  permitted-to  sustain 
that  repoiation  which  be  has  long  enjoyed;  and 
ifgQihy,tbe  public  may  pot  out  of  their  servioe 
a  man  who  has  so  ill  conducted.  I  conceive  that 
the  Hoose  cannot  hesitate  on  this  subject.  What 
evidence  other  gentlemen  may  require  to  justify 
them  in  adopting  this  resolution  I  cannot  for  them 
say;  hot  for  my  single  self,  If  nothing  more  were 
preseated  to  my  view  than  the  resolulioo  of  the 
ugiilaiure  of  Kentucky,  to  mr  miod  it  would 
M  safficioiL  While  up  I  think  it  my  doty  to 
WB^B  that  Judge  Innes,  by  the  mail  wfaieh 
"■ought  bis  aeeiMiiian,  wrote  to  a  number  of  the 
Kwamtuiveeof  ifaeOute  ofKenbioky.amooe 
whom  was  mfself,  eziwcssing  not  only  his  wili- 
I^Ms^t  hii  anxiety  that  an  inquiry  should 

Ur.  Smilib  said  he  had  voted  against  now  con- 
sidering rbe  resolution,  because  he  wished  to  take 
Dp  (he  Armv  bill;  but  as  to  the  resolation,  com- 
IV  into  the  House  as  it  did,  under  such  respeeta- 
Uc  anthority,  he  eould  see  no  objection  lo  adopt- 


Mr.  STAMroBD  observed  that  if  hie  reeoHeetioii 
served  him,  it  had  been  usual  in  cases  of  this  kind 
to  attach  a  preamble  to  the  resolution  ;  he  wished 
everyihing  to  have  a  why  or  wherefore  to  it.  He 
therefore  offered  a  preamble  stating  the  request  ot 
the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  as  the  ground  on 
which  the  resolution  is  predicated. 

Mr.  Baoom,  in  some  observations  against  aflix- 
iog  the  preamMe,  observed  that  the  practice  of 
prefacing  everv  law  and  resolution  with  a  pream- 
ble was  an  awkward  and  procrastinating  mode  of 
lenslation,  and  had  therefore  become  obtolete. 

Mr.  TaoDP  observed  that  he  had  voted  against 
considering  the  resolution,  though  friendly  to  its 
object.  He  did  believe  that  the  Western  conspi- 
racy should  be  developed  in  its  utmost  extent.  It 
was  lugh  lime  that  a  line  should  be  drawn  between 
the  friends  and  enemies  of  this  Government ;  that 
those  of  the  latter  who  are  in  office  may  be  put 
out,  and  those  who  are  not  in  office  may  be  ex- 
posed and  keptouu  Hebelieved  thisobjeetwould 
be  fuUjr  attained  by  the  resolution,  as  well  by  ui 
exposition  of  the  nature  the  conspiracy,  as  of 
the  number  and  character  of  the  conspirators ;  be 
was  therefore  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Dawson  hoped  and  believed  that  there 
was  not  a  gentleman  in  the  House  who  was  oft- 
posed  to  the  resolution.  He  observed  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Bacon)  had 
well  stated  the  disadvantages  of  preambles,  a  dis- 
cussion on  which  had  frequently  occupied  more 
time  than  the  act  to  which  they  were  prefixed.  \ 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  StamfobdJ  would  conform  to  the  established 
practice. 

Mr.  JoBNBON  observed  that  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  an  inquiry,  and  was  happy  that  there 
appearedto  be  so  unanimous  adisposition  in  its  fa- 
vor; he  regretted  th^t  any  gentleman  should  pro- 
pose an  addition  to  the  resolution  which  might 
occupy  the  House  in  a  discussion  which  might 
be  unpleasant. 

Mr.  Stanpobd  observed  that  his  only  desire 
was  to  conform  to  the  established  practice,  which 
he  had  believed  to  be  as  he  had  stated  it;  bat  aa 
it  seemed  to  be  thought  otherwise,  he  withdrew 
thepreamble. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted,  tiem.  can. 

Mr.  Stanpobd  said  he  would  now  make  a  mo> 
lion  which  he  knew  to  have  been  usual;  and  he 
did  this  without  intending  any  disrespect  to  the 
Speaker.  He  moved  that  the  committee  be  a^ 
pointed  by  ballot.  If  an  aj^intment  of  a  com- 
mittee in  this  manner  was  proper  in  any  case,  it 
was  in  this. 

After  a  short  conversation  between  several  |^en- 
tlemen  as  to  what  had  been  the  former  practice, 
the  motion  was  negatived,  ayes  8. 

Ordertd,  That  Mr.  Rowah,  Mr.  Fisx,  Mr.  Bas- 
BBTT,^r.  J.  MoNTooHBKY,  Mr.  Shilib,  Mr.  Jb- 
OEDiAH  K.  Smith,  and  Mr.  J.  Tatlob,  be  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolutioD. 

EXECUTIVE  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  Rahdolpb  said  that  aceordtog  to  the  rules 
of  the  Houee,  though  the  bueiness  waa  not  to  be 
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mre  rery  important,  yet  he  had  a  report  to  make^ 
which  required  that  the  galleries  be  ckared. 

The  House  beio;  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  members  and  the  Clerk, 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  pnr- 
tnant  to  a  resolution  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  re- 
ported that  the  oommtttee  had  performed  the  ser- 
vioe  assigned  to  them,  and  receiTed  an  intimatioo 
that  the  Fresident  was  indisposed,  and  could  not 
gire  them  a  personal  interriew}  and  that,  at  his 
re(|UCBt,  they  had  left  the  extract  iutrosted  to  them 
with  his  private  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Raiii»oi^b, 

The  Honae  resumed  the  reading  of  soch  doea- 
meolaaeeompanyieg  the  Message  from  the  Pres- 
Meat  of  the  United  Stttes,  ctf  the  twenty^eeond 
inatant,  as,  in  bis  jodgmeot,  require  secrecy,  and 
were  communicated  hy  him  in  confidence;  and 
went  through  the  same. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  on 
Ae  Messa^  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  thirtieth  instant,  be  taken  off,  ao  fsr  as  respects  the 
documents  Bocompanyiog  the  same,  with  the  exception 
of  the  lettOT  from  our  Ifinister  at  Puis,  to  die  Secre- 
tary of  State,  of  the  twenty^eventh  of  December,  one 
thousaod  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

On  the  question  that  the  House  do  now  proceed 
to  uke  the  said  proposed  resolution  into  consid- 
eration, it  passea  in  the  negative— yeas  4S,  nays 
77,  as  follows: 

Ykas — William  W.  Bibb,  Epsphroditus  Champion, 
Martin  Chittenden,  George  Clinton,  junior,  Howell 
Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  Sunael  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 

etrt,  jr.,  Daniel  H.  Durell,  James  Elliot,  William  Ely, 
arent  Gardeoier,  Francis  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Bdwin  Gray,  John  Harris,  William  Hoge,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Milnor, 
JonaAan  O.  Mosely,  Gordon  S.  Mnmford,  Timothy 
IHtkin,  jr.,  Jowah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Jacob  Ridi- 
ards,  John  Rowan,  John  Russell,  Ridiard  Htanlbrd, 
William  Stedman,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Abram  Trigg, 
Jabas  U^am,  PhUip  Van  Cortlandt.  Nich^  Van 
I^ke.  AfcUbiU  Van  Horn,  KilKan  K.  Van  Reoife. 
ber,  and  David  R.  WiUianu. 

Nat*— Evan  Alexander,  Lemnal  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  junior,  Exdiel  Baoon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Bar- 
ker, Burwdl  Baseett.  Willism  Blackledge,  John  Blake, 
jr.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  John  Boyle,  Robert  Brown,  William 
A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butler,  Jose{A  Calhoun,  George 
W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton.  Richard 
Cutta^  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes, 
'WiUiam  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Fe- 
tersm  Goodwyn,  baiah  L.  GreeUr  John  Heister,  Wil- 
Ham  Helms,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Daniel  Dsley,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpatriek,  John 
Lambert,  John  Love,  Robert  Marion,  William  Mc- 
Oreery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Montgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Thmnas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pogh,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel  Rikei, 
Bbanaaer  fieavan,  Jamea  Sloan,  Deonia  Smell,  John 
SmilietJedediahlLamitb,  SuuielSauOiiJ^  Smith, 
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Henry  Southard,  Clement  Slorar,  Samnel  Taggart, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Jas. 
I.  Van  Allen,  Daniel  C.  Verplsock,  J  Wharton, 
Robert  Whitebill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Marmadukc  WQ. 
Hams,  Alexander  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  James 
WithereU. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolph,  that  the 
said  Message  and  documents  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  htate  of 
the  Union ;  and  the  guestioa  being  taken  thcre- 
upoB,  it  wasiesolred  m  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
that  the  Hoose  do  eome  to  the  IbliawiDg  leeola- 
tion: 

JReaohed,  That  the  iDjnnctio&  <tf  aeereey  imposed  en 
the  Message  of  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  ef 
the  tbirtieUi  instant,  and  the  docaments  aceompaaying 
the  same,  be  taken  off,  eo  lar  as  relates  to  the  copy  ef 
a  letter  from  M.  Champsgny  to  General  Armstrong, 
of  the  fifteenth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  handred 
and  eight 

And  on  the  question  that  the  said  House  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  same,  it  passed  in  the  nef- 
atire — yeas  45,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

YsiB — Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  J.  AlstMi,  Willtaai 
W.  Bibb,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
George  Clinton,  jr.,  Howell  Ct^b^  John  Culpqiper, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jtdin  Davenport,  jr.,  Josqih  Desha, 
Daniel  M.  Durel^  James  Elliot,  William  Ely,  Bsrent 
Gardenier,  Frauds  Gardner,  Jamea  M.  Garnett,  Edwin 
Gray,  J<An  Harris,  Wm.  Hoge,  Robert  Jeokins,  Philip 
B.  Key>  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  athaniel 
Macon,  Josiah  Masters,  WiUiam  Milnor,  John  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rowan,  John  Russell,  Samnel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Benjandn 
Tallmadge,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabez  Upham,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt.  Nidwlaa  Van  Dyke,  AnAibald  Van  Hmd, 
Killian  K.  Yan  R«Meriaer,  and  David  R.  Williams. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Eaekiel  Baoon,  Darid  Baid, 
Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  Blackledge, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount.  John  Boyle,  Robert 
Brown,  WiUiam  A.  BurweU,  WilHam  Butler,  Joeiph 
Calhoun,  Qeorge  W.  Campbdl,  Mat^ew  Clay.  John 
Clapton,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawaon,  John  W.  EpM 
WiUiam  Findley,  Jamea  Fisk,  Meabaok  Franklin,  Pe* 
tetson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Juba  Heister,  Ju*** 
Holland,  Dand  H<dmes,  Be^min  Howard,  Dsnul 
lUley,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomu 
Kenan,  William  Kirkpatriek,  John  Lambert,  John  Lore, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McOeery,  Daniel  Montgom- 
ery, jr.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  ThoiW 
Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nidiolas,  John  Porter,  John  Pop, 
Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Rit^ards,  Mattfaiss 
Richards,  Samnel  Riker,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  James  SIou, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilfe,  Jede£ah  K.  Smith,  Jon 
Smith.  Heniy  Southard,  Clement  Storer,  John  Tayw, 
Jriui  Thompson,  Gewge  M.  Troup,  Janes  1.  Vsn  «• 
ten,  Daniel  C.  VerpUnck,  Jeaae  Wbwton,  Batma*  Wb«- 
hiU,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Maimadnke  WiUiams,  Aleuadv 
Wilaon,  Richard  Winn,  and  James  WithsnU. 

Fridat,  April  1. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoo** 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  ajtpoiu' 
ing  e  committee,  jointly,  with  such  commiMe*** 
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the  Havn  of  RffprewDUitins  ma  jr  wpaf  nt  on  thdr 
fstt,  n»  coMider  and  report  irtiat  Muoess  is  ne- 
ectaary  to  ba  doae  IvyCeagfrcBf  in  the  present  aea- 
am,  aad  when  it  may  be  evpedient  to  close  ibe 
aaw. 

A  report  yesterday  mede  by  the  Commiuee  oa 
thePost Office  sod  Post  Roads, relative  to  tbetrane- 
ponatioD  by  nasi)  of  the  documeDts  aeoompenying 
ibe  Preeideat's  Message,  and  declariog  it  ioexpe- 
dKOt^was  taken  opna  negatired  ;  aadoaraotioo 
of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  a  committee  was  in- 
atiseted  to  report  a  bill  to  proride  for  tbdr  tnuM^ 

WSSIMI. 

HOLES  OF  THE  BOUSE,  Ac. 

Mr.  DAiraev  btria j[  eaHcd  for  the  feadiog  cf 
^eagrasaed  bill  for  rattiag  an  additional  military 
Affoa* 

Mr.  RAiiiiOLpn  *M  that  prertoos  to  taktog  op 
Ae  eegromed  bills  it  was  the  geoeral  practice  to 
tnnsaet  otber  bosiness.  It  will  be  recolleeted  by 
the  HoQse,  said  he,  that  doriDg  oar  proeeeding» 
yotcrday,  two  motioae  wbieh  I  did  ibeo  belieTe, 
aad  which  [  do  still  belieTe  to  have  been  of  ex- 
Same  ooasequence  to  the  public,  were  crashed  io 
embryo  by  a  refusal  to  eoosider  them.  1  then  un- 
dcntood  the  Speaker,  who  is  the  fooDiaiii  or  order 
iaihisHoase,  fbat  the  rule  stands  thuti:  that  when 
a  member  makes  a  motion,  it  is  the  right  of  any 
aiember  fo  require  bint  to  reduce  it  to  writing, 
aad  being  so  reduced  to  writing  a  previoas  ques- 
tioo  becomes  necessary — that  a  question,  which 
adaMiB  of  no  dabate,  mast  be  taken,  whether  the 
Exmae  will  consider  that  motion  or  not.  It  is  per- 
haps beeaaae  of  the  Tery  late  iatrodaeiiDB  of  diis 
jNMtjee  iMo  the  House,  or  of  this  aorel  eonstme- 
lian  af  the  old  role,  that  no  attempt  has  been 
hitherto  made  to  amend  it.  That  rule,  according 
to  my  hasaUe  appreheojion.  is  at  war  with  the 
Conadiaiioa  HseU" ;  it  it  the  ngine  by  whieh  a 
■sjofily  of  this  Hooat  may  be  enabled  at  any  time 
to  prersM  any  qoestioa  from  being  deliberated 
ariifaia  tbeae  walls,  aoless  it  shall  have  reeeifred 
Mr  imriotM  sanetioa.  It  doeseaable  the  aaajor- 
liy  to  impose  their  inditputaiur  on  any  qaestion 
laaadBoed.  in  like  maaner  as  in  despotic  gOTeta- 
amn  Ae  Prfaioepatsbis imprHMAtroa  the  press. 
This  nle  is  inconsisteat  with  the  priociples  of  onr 
Oartrafent.  The  majority  being  once  Bxed,  it 
ii«uerly  impaasMe  fn  any  member,  not  of  that 
a^oriiy,  to  hare  any  question  be  may  choose  to 
niae^rfiaaiNaed.  I  know  vary  «dl  that  gaadaipen 
M  aas^n  raawm^  and  ■ometinMh  do  assign  rea> 
■Mo  for  iMM  eonsidering  a  motitw,  bat  in  private, 
fat  ilwy  cannot  do  it  in  debate-masons,  very  good 
pachaps,  bat  certainly  applicable  only  to  the  pas- 
aige  of  the  motion,  and  not  epemtr^  against  -the 
aoMdemttoo  and  diseuseion  of  it.  It  is  very  troe 
Ibat  dwre  are  a  mnltiplicity  speaehes  made  in 
this  Hease,  and  that  they  are  to  a  certain  d^;ree 
as  aril;  bat  if  it  be  onr  object  to  prevent  (bat  evil, 
tat  as  do  it  by  preventing  a  member  from  speak- 
ing more  than  twice  in  Comminee  of  the  Whole, 
ar  eac«  in  the  Hoase  to  the  same  question :  what- 
cvar  ncihod  we  take  to  eore  it, for  Heaven's  mke 
let  us  not  be  ezclading  ooe  part  of  the  Amiably 
lOtb  Con.  1st  SESi.— 60 
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from  having  their  motions  deliberated  npon  and 
diseossed  at  all.  Bat  after  all,  for  what  was  oor 
Oorernmeat  Instituted,  and  vre  placed  here,  but 
to  diseass  and  deliberate  tlie  great  concerns  cf  the 
Goverameai?  Ii  is  net,  from  the  very  nature  of 
oar  Ooversment,  possible  that  it  can  act  with  the 
celerity  of  one  wielded  by  despotism ;  but  let  it  be 
recollected  that  ibi«  is  one  of  the  few  sacrifices  fn 
the  enjoyment  of  the  inestimable  blessings  which 
we  possess.  I  say  that  the  practice  under  this 
ririe  IS  an  innovatiun  npon  the  eld  practice ;  aod  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection  and  belief  it  has  coim 
meaeed  this  session  of  Congress.  In  the  worst  of 
iknet,  arhen  the  rtilesof  this  House  were  changed 
to  picvent  parttealar  views  of  the  minority,  anA 
capeetelly  to  prevent  theseatleman  who  at  prts«al 
is  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  from  (as  it  viraa 
then  called)  clogging  the  whaala  of  doveiwnaat, 
this  was  eertaittly  nerer  tried,  aad  I  beljava  aarar 
ihovgbt  of;  if  it  bad  been  adapted,  however,  iC 
would  not  have  been  sobmitted  to  by  the  peopU 
of  the  United  States.  TbiaisaainTcattoa  whiob 
gentleman  aaay  think  works  very  ha*dssmely  iai 
their  bands,  but  let  it  be  reeollemed  that  like  that 
praay  invention  the  gwilloiiiie,  the  instrument  may- 
be worked  Upon  themselves  herean«r  which  is 
worked  by  tbam  bow.  Coosidefing  the  decision 
of  the  Speaker  to  have  been  final,  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  when  any  motion  is  sad  sec- 

onded it  sliall  be  considered  as  in  possesston  of  tho 
Honsfl,  sod  the  qaestion  for  considering  such  motioa ' 
shall  not  exclude  debate  npon  it 

Mr.STANPORDsaid  be  was  well  acquainted  witft 
the  history  of  this  padlocl^apon  debate;  it  was  in 
fact  an  innovation. 

The  Speaker  declared  that  no  motion  had  been 
made  to  consider  the  resolution ;  do  question  be- 
ing before  the  House,  the  gentlemaa  was  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  STAHFoaD  said  if  he  was  out  of  order  iii 
this,  if  his  friend  (Vom  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolpb) 
would  give  him  an  opportunity  by  withdrawing 
his  motion,  while  he  was  up,  he  would  makeanother 

motion. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  said  that  his  reriohitton  waa 
dmpty  laid  on  the  taUe;  the  geniiemata  was  of 
course  at  liberty  to  make  any  motion  which  b4 
pleased. 

Mr.  EhrANPORD  said  be  arontd  then  imike  a  a»o- 
tkm  which  he  had  fth  to  be  an  ioterestfttg  ooe  w 
Ae nation,  and  in  doing  wbieh,  so  far  asrespecfe^ 
his  own  feelings,  be  should  disobarge  his  doty.  If 
is,  said  be,  a  inracitM  reapeetiaf  the  of  Wash- 
ington. I  have  pereeived  diffiffent  doeiiments  and 
moUons,  which  aava  for  their  (»bjeoc  the  removal 
of  the  Miat,  the  War  Bohool.  dbe.  to  Waabingion  ; 
aod  reelly,  if  they  are  to  exist  any  where,!  eaa 
see  no  objection  to  their  coming  here.  I  wiab| 
therefore,  inasmoch  as  a  motion  was  some  timo 
agomadeferihe  removal  of  the  seatofOovernment, 
to  which  i  was  opposed,  that  somcthtoff  should  bo 
done  to  further  ine  prosperity  of  the  place,  by  an 
inquiry  whether  any  arrangement  can  be  made  in 
the  pnUte  buildings  to  acaommodate  those  diffn^ 
Ml  esuUiibmeaiat  I  have  drawa  np  the  motioa 
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so  as  to  refer  the  subject  to  tbe  Committee  oo  the 
District  of  Columbia,  because  I  believe  tbem 
friendly  to  tbe  city  and  district ;  I  wish  not  to 
proToke  debate,  but  that  tbe  committee  may  have 
tbe  subject  under  their  consideratioQ,  that  at  a 
future  sessioQ  they  may  matte  such  a  report  as  may 
show  whether  any  alteration  caa  be  made  in  tbe 
plan  of  tbe  public  buildin^^sor  the  city  vhicb  will 
go  to  accommodate  such  institutions  as  may  give 
prosperity  to  the  seat  of  the  Gteaeral  Qoveromeat, 
«Doh  H  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  if  tu  char- 
ter is  to  be  renewed,  aod  it  will  operate  with 
ndvaaiage,  the  War  School  or  Military  Acadamy, 
the  Mint,  &c — any  institution  which  may  go  to 
give  somethiag  to  tbe  cijy.  I  assure  tbe  House 
that  I  have  no  otbec  object  in  view  thao  to  befriend 
the  city. 
Mr.  S.  offered  the  ftrilowlDg^ 

-  Mtmhxi,  That  the  committee  wi  the  Dirtiict  of  Ce- 
luMabeiutmetedtoinqairsuad  report  to  this  House 
hew  far  the  present  plan  of  the  City  of  Washington, 
•od  tte  ananfement  of  the  public  buildings  belonging 
le  the  United  States,  can  be  so  modified  or  altered,  or 
Otlwr  measure  taken,  as  shall  go  both  to  promote  tbe 
eouTenience  of  tbe  Government,  and  at  same  time 
the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  tbe  city. 

The  yeaa  aod  nays  being  agreed  to  be  taken  on 
tbe  qaestion  for  consideriug  the  resolution, 

Mr.SxANFORD  wished  nowtoput  totbe Speaker 
a  questiou  on  the  point  of  order,  whether  debate 
Is  admissible  on  a  question  to  consider  a  motion  ? 
For  himself  he  believed  tbe  gentlemaQ  from  Vir- 
ginia bad  DO  occasion  to  m»e  the  motion,  as  it 
was  but  an  innovation. 

The  SpEAKEBsaid  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  had  preceded  bim  in  tbe  Chair  had  uniformly 
put  this  construction  oo  the  rule;  and  it  being 
also  bis  opinion,  be  must  decide  that  debate  oo 
sueb  a  questioo  was  contrary  to  order. 

Mr.  Stanporo  appealed  from  tbe  decision  of 
the  Speaker.  Mr.  S.  made  some  observations 
against  the  Speaker's  decision,  declaring  it  to  be 
laying  down  a  principle  subversive  of  all  ther^hts 
of  a  minority,  completely  excluding  tbem  nom 
origioating  a  motion. 

-  Mr.  RAMDOLrH  made  some  observatioiu  going 
to  show  that  the  rule  of  the  House  whioh  excltides 
debate  on  priority  of  business  is  applicable  to  that 
wkteh  i«  already  before  the  House,  and  not  to  a 
motioo  when  originated.  He  profeaeed  hUoacU' 
•itremely  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  for  having  made  a  motion  whioh  enabled 
him  to  briog  tbia  qaestion  of  order  to  a  deeisioD. 
When  the  gaotlemu  made  the  motion,  said  Mr. 
E.,  I  was  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  what  his  object 
eonld  he;  hat  as  I  have  discovered  bis  objeet,  I 
am  extremely  happy,  for  if  the  rule  is  to  have  this 
interpretation,  I  wish  it  to  be  confirmed  by  tbe 
foil  sense  of  tbe  House.  It  is  a  rule  which  the 
British  Ministry,  from  the  time  of  Cecil  to  that  of 
the  elder  or  younger  Pitt,  would  never  hare  dared 
to  introduce  into  their  Parliament;  yet  here  it  is 
iatrodaeed  by  cooetruetion,  without  due  delibera- 
tion, I  do  not  »y  with  a  view  to  any  certain  pur- 
pooe— Ood  forbid  that  aoch  a  dispoattioa  as  tfaat 
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should  exist,  or  that  I  ehonld  soepeetaoy  oae  of  a 
wish  to  silence  debate,  not  by  argomeoL  but  by  a 
rule  of  order.  There  woald  be  very  little  cbaaee 
more  especially  in  conclave,  that  the  liberty  of' 
debate  would  be  more  abused  in  that  case  than  in 
others.  Sir,  when  we  are  shut  up  in  quaiuor 
muniB,  within  the  four  walls  of  this  House,  what 
object  can  any  one  have  in  wishing  for  detiatc, 
buttoreason?  He  can  have  none ;  moreespeeial- 
ly  if  he  invite  disensiitm  on  a  eartaia  propmdtioi^ 
and  declare  himself  williog  to  ahandoa  it  apda 
convictionof  its  expediency.  It  ia  really  axtnawy 
surprising  that  when  gentlemen  are  inritcd  to  a 
discDssion  of  a  certain  point,  aod  none  baa  coon 
under  consideration  of  greater  importance  dariig 
the  present  session,  that  they  will  preaerre  a  snf 
len  or  rather  perhaps  dignified  Mleaoe,  aod  that 
reasons  which  might  perhaps  show  that  they  were 
right  even  in  refusing  to  eome  over  to  our  propo- 
sition, should  be  urged  not  in  debate  but  in  private 
from  one  to  another  as  reaioos  for  abeolutely  le* 
fusing  10  take  a  matter  into  consideration-;-a  mat- 
ter wltich  if  it  be  not  taken  into  consideration,  and 
on  which  if  tbe  people,  who  are  now  in  the  depths 
of  utter  darkness,  be  not  speedily  informetL  no 
man  can  say  what  theconsequenees  will  be.  Upon 
that  subject  I  will  saj'nomore  atpreaent.  Ihavc 
certainly  do  disposition  to  divulge  that  which  tbe 
rules  of  tbe  House  require  to  he  kept  secret.  I  will 
just  observe  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
tbe  good  old  practice  should  be  reinstaied,  ntbet 
by  a  reversion  of  tbe  decision  of  tbe  Chair,  or  by 
an  alteration  of  the  standing'  rules  and  orders  of 
tbe  Honse. 

Mr.  Smilib  made  some  observations  in  reply  lo 
the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina  and  Vi^inia 
(Messrs.  Stanfobo  aod  Randolpb.)  As  to  like 
British  Parliament,  if  there  were  no  such  rules, 
be  said  the  gentlemen  very  well  knew  that  the  pce- 
vions  question  answered  every  purpose  the  mia- 
iiiry  desired.  At  present  a  gentleman  in  making 
a  raoiion,  isat  perfect  liberty  to  speak  for  an  boor} 
he  may  argue  tor  the  whole  sesaioa  and  the  UoMi 
has  no  control  over  him.  Is  not  the  Hoas^  sud 
Mr.  S.1  capable  of  judging  for  theeaeelvec  after  >o 
long  aprdace,  whether  tbe  notion  is  of  meha 
nature  that  it  will  be  proper  to  eoaaider  it  7  S<M 
gentlemen  seem  to  have  aa  idea  tbat  otbtfa  are 
not  possewed  of  understanding  and  therefore  tbef 
will  instruct  them.  I  would  observe  tbat  there 
are  many  among  us  who  never  speak  at  all,  ana 
yet  are  not  inferior  in  understandiog  to  those  who 
do.  However,  be  that  as  it  may,  ^be  genilemaa 
from  Virginia  has  no  reason  to  complain  of  mul- 
tipticity  of  speeches^as  he  is  allowed  bis  full  share. 
I.beliere  that  if  we  are  now  seriouaiy  deternuned 
to  do  puUic  business,  we  shall  not  withdraw  tbli 
rule;  for  1  foresee  that  even  without  it  we  shaU 
have  much  mere  discussion  than  is  necessary.-  ^ 
wish  to  Ood  that  the  business  of  putting  tw 
country  in  a  stale  of  defence  were  the  obJ^^'T 
all,  instead  of  occupying  time  with  bnsinm  vbw 
can  only  impede  it.   ,  . 

Messrs.  MAsnaa  and  Q«ihot  now  opposee  tne 
deeision  of  the  Speaker,  and  Mr.  MaWMr  aiT 
ported  it. 
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A  Uetatge  io  writtog'  was  at  this  moment  re- 
euTed  from  the  Pr*>stdent  ef  the  Uoited  States. 

Ur.  Gardner  wished  the  Menage  to  be  read, 
ud,  iberefore,  mored  that  this  basiness  tie  on  the 
aUe.— N^tired,  yeas  80. 

Hr.  G.  W .  Caupbell,  after  some  obserrations 
on  the  point  of  order,  said  he  should  not  now  take 
tfce  liberty  of  recapitulating  what  bad  yesterday 
been  done  in  conclave}  but  as  the  business  bad  been 
Mited  u  important  he  would  say  this:  that  to  bis 
aindnoqaestioii  bad  been  proposed,  in  thetr  secret 
riltii^  which  affected  either  the  interesla  or  the 
liberties  of  the  peoi^e  of  this  country,  which  had 
Ml  been  considered;  and  in  hi*  view  no  object 
eould  be  answend  bj  coDsideriDg  the  questions 
alluded  to.  or  consequences  proceed  JVom  them 
which  could  produce  any  good  to  the  natioa. 
The  feDilemao  asks,  what  reasons  there  can  be 
icv|»erendog  debate  when  the  doors  are  dosed. 
I  in  lont  ask,  what  motire  can  be  attributed  to  a 
lefnsal  of  debate  when  the  doors  are  closed  except 
to  tave  (imef  Eloquent  as  those  gentlemen  who 
wi^  debate  may  be,  and  ^reat  as  may  be  their 
power  of  reasoning,  the3r  will  hardly  tell  the  peo- 

g|>le  of  the  Union  that  it  is  so  great  that  they  could 
'  it  cirrj^  ua  a  way  which  we  do  not  wish  to  go. 
Kept  this  be  their  belief,  what  motive  can  there 
be  for  wasting  our  time  and  the  public  money? 
There  is  not,  nor  can  be,  any  other  motive  for  re- 
foiiog  cODsideration  to  a  motion,  than  that  which 
ipringsfrom  a  wish  to  transact  the  public  busi-' 
MSI  and  to  avoid  wasting  time  in  attempting  to 
do  what  cannot  benefit  but  may  injure  the  poMic 
iolerast.  I  can  see  no  advantage  from  the  alteia- 
tk)n  of  the  rule  at  fvesent.  The  advantage  now, 
if  OD  any  tide,  is  certainly  to  the  mover;  lu  may 
■late  all  bis  reasons  previous  to  presenting  a  mo- 
tioa,  by  suggesting  that  be  intends  to  ma^e  one. 
The  puUic  then  have  all  the  reasons  in  sopport 
of  the  motion,  and  have  to  trust  to  the  good  sens^ 
of  thoK  who  oppose  its  consideration ;  and  of 
course  it  must  ne  a  clear  case  before  we  vote 
iast  the  consideralton  of  a  motion.  This  is 
case  in  public ;  but  in  private  there  can  be  no 
cwtUy  reason  but  to  save  tim&  unless  it  can  be 
anovd  that  membeta  iriuted  with  the  eonft- 
wwc  of  the  public  are  afraid  that  the  tkMiuenee 
ttd  a^menu  of  others  will  carry  them  bayoad 
their  owa  good  sense;  and  snch  a  reason  as  this 
wilt  scarcely  be  assigned  for  their  conduct.  I 
wi^  not  to  be  aoderstood  as  supposing  that  gen- 
tiemea  who  make  these  motions  have  any  other 
•hjeet  in  view  than  the  good  of  their  country ;  it 
M  not  my  wish  to  impeach  their  motives,  for 
whenever  I  do  that  I  do  it  directly,  and  they  cao- 
mt  mistake  me.  But  as  no  good  in  my  mind 
eovld  have  arisen  from  the  consideration  of  the 
"""ion  yesterday,  I  may  be  permitted  to  repel  the 
useriioa  that  any  possiUe  good  can  arise  from 
eotuidering,  or  io  consequence  of  success  inobtain- 
iv  a  decision  if  the  motion  bad  been  considered. 

Mr,  STAHroBD  said  he  perceived  a  Message 
>»in  the  President  of  the  United  States  bad  been 
Meeived ;  as  he  did  not  wish  a  hasty  deeision  on 
«■  motion,  he  weold  ree^  the  i^ipeal,  that  gen- 
Usmctt  might  h«Ta  tme  to  eonnder  it. 


H.opa. 


The  question  now  recorrinr  on  the  cooatdera- 
tioo  of  the  resolation  of  Mr.  Stanford, 

Mr.  Randolph  observed  that  notwithstaodhig 
the  observation  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyi- 
vania  (Mr.  Smilib)  that  he  took  up  more  of  the 
time  of  the  House  than  he  was  entitled  to — which 
by  the  bv,  Mr.  R.  mid,  he  did  not  think  precisely 
correct,  for  he  believed  that  he  trespassed  not  as 
frequently  or  uselessly  as  some  others — yet  he 
most  now  continue  to  be,  perhaps  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Peansylnnia,  of  the  namber  of  those 
who  did  not  give  evidence  of  good  sense  by  hold- 
ing their  peace.  It  had  been  said,  that  bo  motitm 
had  been  made  yesterday  involving  deep  and  great 
public  Interest;  so  different  was  bis  view— — 

[Mr.  WiLBOUR  wished  to  know  what  questitm 
was  before  the  Honael 

The  Speaker  said  it  was  on  a  motion  for  con- 
sideration, OQ  which  there  could  be  no  debate; 
coofequently,  the  geoliemaa  from  Virginia  was 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  Rahoolfb  wished  Mr.  STAMroBO  to  with- 
draw his  reaolotion,  as  he  wished  to  make  a 
motion. 

Mr.  Stahpobb  having  withdrawn  the  resola- 
tion, 

Mr*  Ramooupb  proceeded.] 

So  different,  saia  he,  was  my  tmderstanding  of 
the  subject,  from  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, that  I  shall  continue  to  reiterate  those 
motions  until  I  can  prevail  upon  the  House  to 
consider  them;  and  when  I  am  convinced  that 
thejr  are  improper  to  be  adopted  by  the  discussion 
which  ensues  upon  them,  !  am  as  willing  to  give 
them  up  as  any  member  on  the  floor.  It  has  been 
asked,  is  it  presumable  that  members  of  this 
House  are  afraid  to  trust  themselves  to  the  force 
of  eloquence  and  arguments  of  other  genilemen? 
This  Is  one  of  those  presumptions  which  doootre* 
quire  an  answer.  It  was,  however,  added  that  it 
is  a  clear  case — one  of  those  clear  cases  la  which 
gentlemen  confiding  in  the  good  sense  of  the  pub- 
lic and  the  undersiandines  of  the  people  are  wil- 
ling to  leave  it  to  themselves.  That  is  preciael]r 
my  object;  I  wish  the  people  themselves  to  decide 
aecording  to  the  dictates  of  their  plain,  honest 
common  sense;  but!  would  trust  their  understand- 
ings and  that  good  sense  after  they  are  put  in 
possession  of  the  whole  truth.  Gentlemen  may 
very  willingly  refer  a  decision  upon  a  naked  vote 
to  the  public  when  the  motives,  when  the  facts,  I 
will  say,  on  which  that  decision  is  to  turn  are 
concealed.  1  certainly  did  not  yesterday  (and  I 
am  not  eonseious  of  having  done  it  to-day)  im- 
peach in  sny  wise  the  decision  of  the  House,  or 
the  motives  which  induced  it;  very  far  from  it. 
On  the  contrary,  I  always  wish  to  pay  every  pos- 
sible deference  to  the  sentiments  of  the  House ; 
and  I  bore  ray  defeat,  if  not  with  pleasant  looks, 
at  least  with  neart-felt  good  humor,  and  showed 
every  possible  respect  to  the  members  of  this 
House,  and  to  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker;  and  this  I 
shall  continue  to  do,  aa  fkr  as  »  consistent  with 
my  respect  for  my  own  eharaaer,  and  my  duty 
to  my  country^  from  which  I  shall  never  depa^ 
naw  or  in  fnuire.  I  lajr  that  i  will  reiterate  thest 
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«otion»  until  I  ckb  prerail  upOD  tbe  House  to 
diacuM  ihem.  I  recMlect  a.  etM  DOt  dissimilar 
feo'tbis  

[The  Speaebr  ioteirupied  thegenttemsnto  ob- 
verse that  he  had  discovered  that  the  Messsjio 
jast  received  from  tbe  President  was  of  a  cunfi- 
dential  nature;  the  rule  of  the  House  declaring 
Chat  in  sach  cases  tbe  gilleries  should  immedi- 
ateljr  be  cleared,  the  Speaker  doubted  whether 
any  motion  could  be  received  till  that  was  doae.] 

Mr.  Randolph. — I  meaut  to  wind  up  my  ob- 
aerratioDs  with  a  motion  to  clear  the  galleries; 
ao  that  in  aoy  case  my  object  will  be  gained. 

EXECUTIVE  BUSINESS. 
Tbe  House  beine  cleared  of  all  persons  except 
tbe  members  and  the  Clerk,  the  Message  received 
from  the  Pre8U)ent  of  tbe  United  States,  with 
tbe  accompanying  report  from  tbe  Secretary  of 
Slate,  were  read,  as  follows : 

Toihe  Houu  of  Reprtsentativa  of  the  United  Statu.- 
hi  answer  to  the  inqniries  of  the  resohrtion  of  the 
House  of  BepreMntatives  of  Hie  thirtieth  of  March,  rel- 
atm  to  certain  dates,  I  transmit  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary ai  Stale  to  ma  on  that  anbject. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Anu  1, 1808. 

DsFlKTHKITT  OF  SVlTl,  April  1,  1808. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the 
President,  in  conformity  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Sepresentatives,  of  tbe  thirtieth  of  March,  thtt  tbe 
Mdy  information  which  has  been  received  respecdng 
tte  letter  firom  whidi  the  extract  inanted  in  Oenefat 
Anutrong'a  letter  to  ihe  Seeretaty  of  State,  of  January 
die  twenty-second,  one  thousand  eight  handred  and 
eight,  wu  ttkeu,  is  in  the  extract  itself,  to  which  no 
data  is  given  t  and  that  no  copy  of  any  letter  from  the 
French  Ministry  to  him  b  sobjoined  to,  or  known  to  be 
lefatied  to,  in  his  said  lettex  January  twenty-second, 
axoept  that  a  copy  of  which  wss  coounuatcated  to  Con- 
gfiBs  by  the  Pieudeot  on  tike  twen^*nintb  of  Mtxch. 
and  which  bean  date  the  fifteenth  January,  one  thon- 
arad  eight  handred  and  eight.  It  does  not  appear  from 
any  information  received  by  the  Department  of  State 
at  what  date  either  this  letter  of  Jannaiy  fifteenth,  or 
the  tetter  from  which  the  inserted  extract  was  talutn, 
were  received  by  tbe  Minister  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris.   Respectflilly  submitted, 

JAMES  -MADISON. 

A  motion  was  nude,  by  Mr.  Rahdolpb,  that  tbe 
House  do  come  to  tbe  following  resolution : 

Rtmohed,  That  the  injunetien  of  sscre«7'uipesed  on 
Oe  Message  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  Staler  of 
the  thirtieth,  of  Match,  be  taken  o$  so  fiu-  as  ra^ieeU 
tte  document*  aocompanying  the  same,  with  the  ex> 
caption  of  the  letter  from  oi^r  Minister  al  Paris  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  of  the  twenty-seventh  o[  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven*  and  the  words 
contained  in  the  mreothesis  in  the  last  sentence  of  the 
extraa  from  Mr.  Pinckney's  letter,  of  Jannaiy  twanty- 
ai^  one  thousand    ght  hundred  and  eighu 

Aod,  oo  tbe  question  that  tbe  House  do  now 
proceed  to  take  the  said  proposed  resolution  into 
consideration,  it  passed  in  the  oegative— yeas  45, 
nayi  71,  a^follows: 

Xkaa— Evan  Alnaiidar,  WiOiamW.  Bibl^  £pa^- 


Apkil,  180S. 


roditus  Cbampiaa,  Hartia  CUttenden,  John  Clafbene, 
George  Clinton,  jr.,  Howell  Cobb,  Jidin  Calpeppn^ 
SaoHiel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Dn- 
rell,  James  Elliot,  Wm.  Ely,  Barent  Gardenier,  Prao- 
cis  Gardner,  James  M.  GUrnett,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Harris,  William  Hoge,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniu  Macea» 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Milnor,  Joa^ 
.  Bthan  0.  Mosely,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Timothy  Rt- 
kin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quiocy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rowan, 
John  Russell,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  William 
Stedman,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Abram  Trigg,  Jabex 
Upham,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  .  Bwn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselser,  and 
David  R.  VmUams. 

Nits— Willis  Abton,  jr.,  Esekid  Baeon,  David  Bard, 
Joseph  Barker,  Borwel)  Bassatt,  William  Bladtledgt^ 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Johli  Boyle,  Robert 
Brown,  WiUiam  Batlcr,  Joseph  Calhaon,  Oeerge  W. 
CampbeU,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Rfahard  Ctttti, 
John  Daweoa,  Josah  Deaae,  Joseph  Dedia,  W. 
Eppee,  William  Findley,  Jaarn  FUk,  Meshack  Fraak- 
lin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heistar^ 
William  Helms,  James  H<dland,  David  Holmes,  Ben* 
iamin  Howard,  Seubeti  Humpbteys,  Daniel  Osley, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonas,  Thomas  Kenao, 
William-  Kirkpatricfc,  Nehemiah  Knight,  John  Lambert, 
William  McCrecry,  Daniel  Montgomery, jr.,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thoniu 
Newbold,  John  Newton,  WUson  C.  Nicholas,  Jtdm 
Porter,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
.  Richards,  M  atthias  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  Jas-  81oan, 
Dennis  Srodt,  John  Smilte,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Soothsrd,  Clement  Storer,  Peter  Swsrt, 
J(An  Taylor,  George  M.  Troop,  James  L  Yen  Alls% 
Dabiel  O.  Vamlanck,  Jeme  Whaiton,  Robert  Wbite- 
hiU,  Isaac  Wilbonr.  Marmadaha  WUHama,  Alaxaadar 
Wilson,  Blefaard  Wimi>  and  Jamea  Withenll. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bv  Mr.  Ranvolfb,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  tbe  followlog  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  imposed  m 
tbe  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  documenta  accompanying  the  same,  be  taken  oS, 
so  fkr  as  relates  to  the  copy  of  an  official  note  from  M. 
Cbnmpagny  to  Gfneral  Armstrong,  of  tbe  fifteenth  of 
Jannaiy,  one  Uioassnd  eight  bundred  and' eight,  and 
of  an  official  letter  from  Mr.  Emkine  (His  Britannic 
Majesty's  BnvAy)  to^  the  Seeretaiy  of  Stale,  A* 
twen^'third  of  February,  one  Aouand  ei^t  hunArsI 
and  eight; 

Aod,  on  the  question  that  the  House  do  doW 
proceed  to  take  tbe  said  proposed  resolution  into 
consideration,  it  passed  io  the  negative — yeas  45, 
nays  73,  as  roUows: 

YxAs— Evan  Alexander,  William  W.  Bibb,  Epsph- 
rodituB  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  George  ChotM, 
jr.,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  Samuel  W.  Daaa, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Dnrel],  James  Xllieti 
William  Ely,  Barent  Gardenier,  Francis  Gardnen 
James  M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  J<Ain  Harris,  William 
Hoge,  Robert  Jenkms,  Phih'p  B.  Key,  Joseph  Jewis,;'-. 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion^ 
siah  Masters,  William  Mibior,  Jonathan  O.  MmrfTt 
Gurdon  S.Mnmford,  Timothy  Pitkintjr.,  Josiah  Qih^ 
John  Randotpb,  John  Rowan,  John  Riw«U,  Smv* 
Smith,  Richard  Staafind,^  WiUiam  Stedawa,  SuaaN 
Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge.  Abiam  Trigft  Juf 
Upham,  FhiUp  Van  Coctlaud^  «Mm  Van  BF^ 
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BsBtaiHve  Bwinen. 


JaiSM  Tan  Hon^  Bmisn  K.  Vm  BMHfeUnr,  and 

tfin— Lmmut  L  AbAon,  WUBf  Akttm,  jr.,  EnUel 
Bmod,  David  Baid,  Joaaph  'Baifcer,  Bwrwall  Baaaat^ 
WKuB  BlackMga,  John  Blaka,  jr^  Thomaa  Bbont, 
Mm  Bayle,  Robart  Bimra,  Wilham  A.  BanreO,  Wil- 
In  BaHa,  Jaaaph  CalbDm,  Oaov^a  W.  Canpbell, 
■Ma  Ctaibamo,  Matthaw  Olay,  John  GloptoD,  Ri^atd 
OnUi,  John  Dawaon,  J«aiafa  I>eane,  Joaerii  Daafaa,  iiAn 
W.  Eppaa,  WiUtam  Findley,  Jauaa  Fiak,  Maahack 
FnnUiBt  Pataraon  Goadwy*,  laaiaU  L.  Crraen,  John 
H«*r,  Wflliam  Hdna,  Jamaa  Holland,  David  Holmea, 
Be^ianiia  Hi^aid,  Kenban  Humphxcja,  Daniel  Ilaley, 
Jticbard  M.  Johnatm,  WaJtai  Jonea,  Thomaa  Kanaa, 
WiUiam  Kirkpatrick,  Nebemiah  Knight,  John  Lam- 
hcit,  WiUiam  McCreery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John 
MoDtgomeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Homii  Nftwbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  O.  Nich- 
■«las,Jolra  Porter,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennei- 
Jacob  lUchards,  Matthias  Bichards,  Samuel  Rlker, 
Junes  Stoan,  Dennis  8mel^  Jcbn  SmiUcj  Jededjab  K. 
Smith,  John, Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Clement  Storer, 
Peter  Swart,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  James  I. 
Tib  ABen,  Jesae  Wharton,  Robert  WhitehilJ,  Isaac 
Wabonr,  Mamiadiike  Williams,  Alexander  Wilson, 
Bidurd  Winn,  and  James  Witberell. 

A  notion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  J.  Mdntoom- 
UTjthat  the  doors  be  diow  opened;  and  debate 
triiug  tbereoD,  an  adjoarnmsot  was  called  for, 
aodcaniffd. 


Satdbday,  April  2.' 

Mr.  RasA,  of  TenonseeJ'rom  th*  GoouDiuee 
.  m  tde  Peat  Office  and  P«at  Roa^  pwaeiiied  a  bill 
,  toamboria  the  tresa|Kitia(idD  or  a  eertnin  M«»- 
•aga  of  the  Freajdeat  ei  tba  Unfted  Slalea,  and 
doeoaeaia  aecompaB^iiif  Ike  aatnaj  which  was 
Rtdtiric«,and  comminM  toa  Committee  of  the 
Wbote  on  Monday  next. 

Tbe  Honse  proceeded  to  conaider  th«  rrsolation 
of  the  Senate  appointing  a  committee  on  their 
pirt,  jointty*  with  aueh  committee  as  maj  be  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  consider  and 
teport  what  bi^ineu  is  neeessary  to  be  done  by 
"CongreKs  in  the  present  sessioo,  and  when  it  may 
be  expedient  to  close  the  same.  Whereupon, 

Batdv^  That  this  House  doth  agree  to  the 
nid  re«)lation,aod  that  Mr.  FiMD[XT,Mr.  Whabt 
foa,  Mr.  Taoop.  Mr.  SooraABD,  asd  Mr.  Baook, 

appointed  a  oommiuee, ptUHMiii  Uweto,  oa  the 
parted  this  House. 

BXECirriTE  BUSINElM. 

^e  Hoaic  being  elanrcd  of  all  pcnoai,  ezee^ 
^nembersand  theClerk,a  Meaaagt  waa  received 
tbe  PiBBiMirr  or  tw  Unitu  Statu,  as 
uUowa: 

n&t  Saute  and  Hbtue  of 

i^n$mtatha  of  tike  l^ttd  Statet  ■■ 

^  Bdevfaig  Uiat  tbeoonfidence  and  luion  of  ear  ftllow- 
w^iwasBt^  praent  cnsis  wOl  ha  still  farther  confirmed 
br  die  pablication  of  the  letter  from  M.  Champagny  to 
venml  Anuatrong,and  thatof  Mr.Brskine  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  eommnoicated  with  mj  Message  of  tbe 
Airtieth  nhimo ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  may  be  nsefal 
tosxMpitbam  fraa  fta  eooiMMitial  oharaetar  of  tba 


otbar  dooomnta  aeeaapavyinr  ttat  Heasage,  I  teaw 

to  Un  oMiRdendiMof  Ctrngreas  tbe  expediaii^  ofnu^ 
iag  dwM  pvblie.  TH.  JBFPBRS(KN. 

ApkH  %  isoe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rahdolpr,  that  the  Hoase  do 
come  to  tbe  followiog  resolution: 

Raolvcd,  That  the  ii^}anction  of  aacreey  imposed  oa 
lb*  Masaage  of  tbe  pendent  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  thirtieth  of  Mardi,  and  the  docomenta  aocompany* 
iag  the  samei  be  taken  oS,  so  far  aa  relates  to  the  copy 
of  an  offidal  note  ft«ln  M.  Champagny  to  General  Arm* 
strong,  of  the  fifteenth  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight;  and  of  an  official  letter  from  Mr. 
Erskioa  (Hb  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy)  to  the  Sa^ 
latary  of  State,  of  tbe  twenty-aeoond  ^f  Febniwy,Mia 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ^gH  wd  that  ftfe  tboi^ 
aaad  aopiea  therecd'  he  panted : 

Tbe  question  was  taken,  that  the  Hooae  do  now 
proceed  to  take  the  said  proposed  remlntion  into 
eonaideration',  and  resolved  in  the  affirmatiTe— 
yeas  106,  nays  1,  as  follows; 

Teas— WiQis  Alston,  jr.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  Joseph 
Barker,  BnrweU  Basaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUliam 
Bh^ledge,  John  Blak^  jr.,  Thos.  Blennt,  John  Boyle, 
Rabert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William  Butle^ 
Joaeph  Calhoun.  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chit^ 
tenden,  John  C^bome,  Matthew  Uhiy,  John  Clopton^ 
Howell  Cobb,  Orrbard  Coi^  John  Culpepper,  Ridiard 
Cult%  Samad  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John 
Dawaon,  Joaidi  Deane,  Joaeph  Deaba,  James  EUioV 
William  Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  WiUiam  Findlejr,  Jamea 
Fiak,  MeAack  Franklin,  Fiancia  Gaidner,  Petaraoa 
OoodwTD,  Edwin  Graj,  Isaiah  L.  Greettt  John  Harris, 
John  Heister,  William  Helms,  William  Hoge,  Jamaa 
Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Duiiel  Ib> 
ley,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonea, 
Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  John  Lambert,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah 
Mastera,  William  McCiaery,  William  Milnor,  Daniel 
Montgomaiy,  jr.,  John  MontgemeiT,  Niehdaa  R.  Mom^ 
Tbmnas  Mom,  John  Moiraw,  Jonathan  0.  Moaelj, 
Gordon  8.  Momford,  Tliomas  Newbdd,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Wilaon  C.  Nicholas,  IHmothy  Piddn,  jr.,  Joha 
Porter,  John  Pugh,Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  Joba 
Rhea  of  Teoaesaae,  Jacob  Riohajda,  Matthiaa  Riebardiv 
Samuel  Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Ruasall,  Ebaoaier 
SaaTor,  James  Koan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Bidiard  Stanford,  Wilham 
Stedmaoj  ClMoent  Storer,  Saand  Taggart,  Beiyamia 
Tallmadga,  J<An  Taylor,  John  Thompson*  Abram  Tiigg, 
Gaoiga  M.  Troap,  Jabex  Upham,  James  I.  Van  AlUi^ 
PhUip  Van  Cortlandt,  Nicholaa  Van  I^ke,  Arahibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  C.  Vea> 
plaock,  Jesae  Wharton,  Isaac  Wilbaur,  David  B.  WO- 
uam%  Marmaduko  Willianif,  Alexander  WUaon,  aad 
Jamea  Witberell. 

NAT^edediah  K.  Smith. 

Tbe  sAid  resolution  being  then  twice  read,  was, 
on  the  question  being  put  toe^c^upon,UBaDimo1lslr 
aj^reed  to  by  the  Hoiise,  by  yeaa  and  nayt^  aa  fn- 
lows: 

iMunel  J.  Alston,  WSHs  Alston,  jr.,  Exekiel  Baeo^ 
David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Borwdl  Basaet^  WiBiam 

W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.  Thomaa 
Blount,  John  Boyle,  WiUiam  A.  Bnrwell,  William  But> 
ler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Cami^ll,  Eiwpbn^ 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Cbittentten,  John  Claiborne^ 
Matttaw  Clay,  Qeeiga  Ointoo,  jr.,  John  CIopton» 
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Howall  Cobbk  Orehaid  Cook,  Culpepper,  RkshMd 
CotUt  Sunoel  W.  Dan*,  John  Dftvoiport,  jr.,  leba 
Dawson,  Joeiah  Deane,  Joaeph  Deaha,  Janea  Elliot, 
WiUiam  Ely,  Jobn  W.Eppea,  William  Findley,  Jamsa 
Flak,  Meahack  Franklin,  Francia  Gardner,  Jamea  M. 
Gamett,  Petenon  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Cfray,  laaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Harria,  John  Heiater,  AVilUam  Helm% 
WiUimm  Hoge,  Jamea  HoUand,  Daiid  Holme^  Benja- 
min Howard  Damd  Daley,  Robert  Jenkina,  Riehiird 
M.  Johnson,  Waller  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B. 
Key,  William  Kit^patrick,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lew- 
ia,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters, William  McCreery,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Mont- 
gomery, jr.,  John  Montgomeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan O.  Mosely,  Gnrdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomo  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Porter,  John  Pugb,  Jonah  Qnincy, 
Jobn  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Ttnneaaee,  Jacob  Rich- 
ards, Matthiaa  Richards,  Samuel  Rlker,  John  Rowan, 
jobn  Russell,  £benezer  SeaTor,  Jamea  Sloan,  Dennis 
Smelt,  Jobn  Smili^  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samnal  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richud  Sunford,  Wil- 
liam Stedmau,  Clement  Storei^  Samuel  Taggai^  Ben- 
jamin  Tallmadgf^  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigfr  George  M.  Troupe  Jabes  Upham,  James  1.  Van 
Allen,  Philip  Van  Cortlandt.  Nicholaa  Tan  Dyke,  Ar< 
chibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel 
C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  Wbitehill,  Isaac 
^^bour,  David  R.  Williams,  Marmaduke  WUliams, 
Alexander  Wilson,  Ridiard  Winn,  Jamea  Wftherell. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ramdoij'B  that  the 
House  do  agree  to  the  foUowiDg  order: 

Ordered,  ThM  dw  Secret  Jonmal  of  thta  Hotue 
llrom  the  thirtieth  of  Mardi  to  this  day,  indnsiTe,  be 
published: 

And  the  same  being  under  consiJeratioa,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Blackleoog,  to  amend  the 
said  proposed  order,  bf  tOiiertiog  after  the  word 
"published,"  the  words  following,  to  wit:  " ex- 
cepting the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  that  date:"  and  tfaequesiian  being 
put  thereupon,  it  was  resotred  in  the  aSrinalire^ 
yeas  85,  nays  22,  as  follows : 

TsAB —  Evan  Alexander,  Lemuel  3.  Alston,  Exekiel 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb, 
WiDiam  Blackledge,  Jobn  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bloant, 
John  Boyle.  Robert  Brown.  William  A.  Bnrwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Martin  Chittenden,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Jobn  Cloptoo,  Howell  Cobb,  Kcluurd  Cntta, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Elliot,  John  W. 
£ppea,  William  Pindley,  Jamee  Fiak,  Meshaek  Frank- 
lin, Francia  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peteraon 
Qoodnyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Jobn  Harris, 
John  Heiater.  William  Hoge,  James  HoUand.  David 
Holmea,  Benjamin  Howard.  Reuben  Humphreys.  Dan- 
iel Hslrr,  Robert  Jenkins,  Kcbard  M.  Johnaon.  Walter 
Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  William  Kirk< 
intrick.  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  William  Mc- 
Creery, William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  junior, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
John  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumibrd,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Timodiy  Ktkin,  jr^  John  Pugh,  Josiah  Quincy,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  ^muel  Riker,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Jamea 
Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jdin  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Ri^ard  Stanford,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Betgamin  Talhnadg^  John  Taylor,  John  Thompaon, 
Abram  Tngg,  Geo^  M.  Troop,  Jabea  Upham,  Janm 
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I.  Van  AHen.  Nieholas  Van  Dyke.  Archibald  Via 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Daniel  G.  Verplaack, 
Jeese  Wharton,  Robert  Wbitehill,  Alexander  Wibm, 
Richard  Winn,  and  James  Witherell. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jt^n  jDavanport,  jr.,  Josiah  Daane, 
William  Ely,  BarentGardenier.  Jt^n  Lambert,  Joasfih 
Lewis, Jr.,  Nathani44  Macon,  Jetenuah  M«row,  Jan- 
athan  O.  Mosely.  WilM«  C.  HidieUa,  John  Rhea  of 
Tenneaaee,  John  Rowan,  Jobn  Bnaanli.  Jededidi  K. 
Smith,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  Isaac  Wil- 
boar.  David  R.  Williama,  and  Marmaduka  Williams 

And  oo  the  qoesltoa  that  th«  Hooae  do  agree  to 
the  said  order,  aa  so  amended  it  was  resoTTed  iv 
the  affirmatire— yeaiB  70,  oayt  40  a»  follows: 

Ykas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Joseph  Barker.  WilKaa 
W.  Bibb,  William  Blackledge,  John  Boyle.  William 
A.  Burwelt,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Cbittea- 
den,  George  Clinton,  jun.,  Howell  Cobb,  Samnel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  De- 
[  she,  James  Elliot,  WiDiam  Ely,  Barent  GaHenier, 
Francis  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  John 
Harris.  William  Hoge,  David  Holmes,  Be^amin  How- 
ard, Uobert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Joaaip 
Thomas  Kenan,  PhiHp  B.  Key,  William  Kirkpatri<^ 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon^  Natbaniei  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  William  McCreery,  WiOiam  Milnor, 
Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Morrmr,  Jonathan  0. 
Mosely,  Gnrdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Timo* 
thy  Pitkin,  jr..  Josiah  Quin^,  John  Randolph,  Samuel 
Riker,  John  Rowan,  John  Russell,  Jamea  Sloan,  Dendi 
Smelt,  Jobn  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Ridiard  Stonfind, 
William  Stedman,  Samuel  Taggart.  Benjamin  Tall- 
madgo,  John  Taylor,  Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Tronpk 
Jabes  Upham,  Jsa.  I.  Van  Allen,  Nidiolas  Van  Dyke, 
Ardiibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  JsM 
Wharton  Isaac  WUbour,  David  R.  WiUtams,  and  JU- 
flxander  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiol  Bacon,  Dwi 
Bard,  J(dm  BUke,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler.  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Camp- 
bell, Matthew  Clay.  Jobn  Clopton,  Richard  Cutts,  Jo- 
siah Deane,  John  W.  Bppes,  William  Findley,  James 
Fisk,  Mesfaack  Franklin,  Peterson  Gq^wyn,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Heiater,  James  Holland,  Keul>en  Hum- 
phreys, Daniel  Ilsley,  Jobn  Lambert,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pugb,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebencier  Sea- 
ver, Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  SouAard,  Cleawnt 
Sleier,  John  Tfaompsoo,  Daiuel  C.  Verplandi,  Rebart 
vnutehill,  Mazmadoke  Williams,  Riehaid  Winn, 
James  Widierell. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Willis  Alp 
STON,  that  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale 
whieb  accompanied  the  'Mesrage  from  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  at  the  first  instant,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  members :  and  the  qoo- 
tion  being  taken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  to  w 
affirmative. 


Monday,  April  4. 
A  new  member,  to  wit :  Adam  Bovd,  reinrned 
to  serve  in  this  Hooee  as  a  Representative  for  tbt 
Sute  of  New  Jeraejr,  in  the  room  of  Ezra  DabKi 
deceased,  appnred,  produced  his  credential^  wu 
quaiififld,  and  took  hu  seat  in  du  Hoost. 


Extattive  Bunnau. 
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Oa  motion  of  llr.  RAHDOLnif 

Itmttvtd^  TWt  the  Clerk  o£  this  Howe  be  lo- 
therizcd,  mder  the  diteetioD  ^  the  SruKiiii  to 
awke  eueh  anattgement  with  the  Foblie  Printer 
assail  beil«emed  ezpedieot  foreneditieg  the 
^cftttins  frf"  the  documrats,  whereof  fire  thoossnd 
wfm  bare  been  ordered  to  be  published. 

Mr.  Kit,  from  the  Commiitee  for  the  District 
of  Columwa,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  first, 
ibtid,  and  Dineteeoth  of  Pebroarf ,  and  the  eighth 
■ad  sixteenth  of  March  hut,  the  petitions  of  suq- 
drf  inbibitanis  of  ihe  town  and  county  of  Alex- 
aadria ;  of  anndrr  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of 
Alexandria  and  Washington ;  and  of  the  slocli- 
hoUera  of  the  Marine  Insoraoce  Cooipanf,  aod 
oUiet  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  AlesaDdna;  of 
awdry  iabahitants  of  the  Diftriet  of  Colambia; 
^o,  a  petition  of  Jacob  Baogh,  of  the  State  of 
Yirginia;  made  reporu  thereon ;  whteh  were  sev- 
mtuf  tmif  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Iff.  RufDOLPHjfrom  the  committee  appointed 
OD  the  fourth  of  December  last,  presented  a  bit! 
making  prarisjon  for  anmng  and  equipping  the 
irtole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States ; 
which  wa*  read  twice  aad  «>mmiued  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

ADDITIONAL  ARMY. 

The  bill  for  raiaiog  an  additionat  military  force 
baring  been  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question 
faavio^  been  stated,  "  Shall  this  bill  pass  V 

Mr.  Cloptoh  said,  that  he  deemed  it  io  a  rnan- 
acr  tDcambeot  sm  him  to  address  the  House  be- 
bfe  be  passed  a  vote  upon  this  bill.  It  was  well 
lowwn  that  in  the  course  of  the  long  and  remark- 
able sesoion  of  Congress  held  in  the  year  1799— a 
amaiaii  diatiagiitahM  for  many  exuaordinary  Le- 
^statiTe  ttanaaetiott*— amongst  vthers  a  bit!  was 
paved  Aw  raisiag  twelre  additional  regiments  of 
ufcany.  That  bill  was  passed  by  a  very  large 
majority,  eleven  members  only  voting  in  the  op- 
poMtion;  that  of  the  Virginia  Delegation,  then 
composed  of  nineteen  members,  three  only  were 
of  that  minority,  of  whom  he  was  one — that 
another  of  those  three  was  not  now  a  member  of 
this  House.  Beiog  thus  pariicularly  shuated, 
said  Mr.  C,  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  state  to  the 
House  the  grootids  of  the  vote  which  I  am  about 
to  give,  as  it  will  be  difierentfrom  that  which  1 
then  gave;  lest  there  should  seem  to  be  a  degree 
of  iBcmsisiency,  or  something  like  a  dereliction 
of  former  principle.  No  such  dereliciion,  said  he 
could  be  rigbtfoky  ascribed  to  him. 

His  vote  opoo  that  occasion,  said  Mr.  C,  was 
foaadcd  oa  the  then  existiag  etate  <tf  ihtoes,  as 
Itaippeaiad  to  him.  He  did  not  beKeveihat  at 
Ihat  lime  there  was  any  grooad  to  apprehend  that 
ihiscoantry  would  be  invi^ved  in  a  war.  Some 
acgresnoos  had  been  committed  by  French  cruis- 
er^ which  indeed  excited,  and  Vftty  deservedly 
exeilo^  tbe  public  indignation.  But  bad  the 
OonmneBt  of  France,  naid  he,  then  assumed 
priociplea  going  to  a  destruction  of  almost  all  our 
aeotral  naaritime  rights,  and  manifested  a  settled 
deiermioatioo  to  establish  vystenas  of  outraze,  aad 
vjeklioBS  1^  those  now  in  (^ration  9  No.  A 
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phavtom  of  war  waa  indeed  conjured  tip,  and  that 
becamethe ground  for  ratsingthe  additional  troopat 
proposed  by  that  bill.  Bat  be  considered  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  foreign  relations  to  be  very  dif- 
ferent. Had  there  appeared  as  great  a  prospect  of 
war  at  that' time  as  there  does  now,  he  should 
have  voted  for  that  bill.  If  there  appeared  no 
greater  prospect  of  war  at  this  time  than  there 
did  then,  be  should  not  rote  for  this  bill.  The 
difference  between  his  vote  at  that  time  and  his 
vote  at  this  time  did  not  result,  therefore,  from 
any  change  in  his  opinion  or  principles,  as  to  tbe 
policy  of  regular  armies;  but  irom  the  difference 
between  tbe  state  of  things  at  that  time  and  the 
state  of  things  at  this  time. 

This,  said  Mr.  C,  is  a  momentouS;  an  awfuf 
crisis.  Sir,  it  is  not  a  time  for  halting  between 
twoopioioDS.  The  Rubieou  is  now  paned.  Our 
QoTeromeat  has  taken  a  ground  with  respect  to 
our  foreign  relations,  which  ought  to  be  main- 
tained wtth 'firmness,  with  vigor,  and  with  energy. 
After  a  long  series  of  wrongs,  endtired  with  a 
patience  aaaa  forbearance,  perhaps,  unparalleled 
■0  the  linnats  of  any  free  country,  n6w  and  more' 
atrocious  apeeies  of  aggressions  are  superadded  to 
the  former  ones,  and  outrages  pushed  to  an  ex- 
tent no  longer  to  be  endured.  Sir,  said  be,  what 
would  it  be  tamely  to  acquiesce  in  all  these  out- 
rages? Would  it  not  be  to  drink  deeply  of  the 
cup  of  humiliation?  And  shall  this  nation  per- 
petually drink  of  that  cup?  Of  the  cup  of  humili- 
ation, did  I  say  ?  The  cup  of  degradation,  I  should 
have  satd.  What,  sir,  snail  we  not  only  deeply 
:  drink  of  that  detestable  cup,  but  shall  we  drink  up' 
the  eontenia  iff  it  to  the  dregs?  Shall  we  then  ex- 
haust these  dr»a  to  the  very  bottom?  And  not 
content  with  all  that,  most  we  at  last  swallow 
the  cup  itself?  This,  sir,  would  not  be  too  strong' 
or  too  harsh  a  metaphor,  were  there  to  be  a  descent ' 
to  so  great  a  degree  of  national  degeneracy,  as  it 
wotild  be,  if  the  ou'trages  committed  on  our  nation- 
al rights  were  to  be  acquiesced  in.' 

Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  what  is  the  real  situation  of 
the  United  States  at  this  time  ?   What  ground  is 
there  to  apprehend  that  a  state  of  actual,  formal, 
avowed  hostility  will  not  soon  commeuce  ?  More 
than  a  speck  of  war  now  appears  in  our  horizon. 
I  fear  that  the  etorms  of  war  are  gathering  thick 
around  us  I   I  fear  that  the  calm,  the  delightful' 
scenes  of  peace,  ever  grateful  to  the  American  eye, 
Wilt  ere  Ion?  vanish  from  our  sight.    Tbe  wily, 
the  deceitful,  the  insidious  prime  aggressor,  by  ' 
every  artifice  of  procrastioatioa,  has  long  been 
preparing,  and  still  is  preparing  himself,  to  he  ' 
enabled  with  more  effect  to  strike  the  meditated 
blow.   To  amuse,  to  deceive,  and  to  gain  time,  in 
order  the  better  to  deterthioe  how  to  shape  his 
future  course,  has  been  and  still  is  the  systematic  ' 
practice.   In  this  state  of  things,  then,  shall  we 
remain  unconcerned,  inactive,  and  unprepared  to 
meet  the  shock  and  to  defend  our  country?  I 
trust  not;  and  1  feel  a  strong  assurance  that  the  ' 
efforts  of  the  Gh}vernment  wril  be  xealously  sec- 
onded by  the  great  body  of  the  people  throughout 
Ihe  United  Stales;  that,  if  there  be  a  spot  oa  the 
American  land  where  patriotism  has  heretofore  ' 
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dilinbered — if  there  be  a  siogle  ^ot  on  which  the 
^emoa  of  serrtlity  itself  bad  laid  its  leaden,  stupi- 
fyiog  waod,  even  on  tbat  spot  a  spirit  must  oow 
yrise,  which,  shaking  off  its  lethargy  and  supine- 
Bess,  must  rouse  itself,  indignaotly  roose  itself 
ioto  action,  at  a  crisis  so  peculiarly  important  and 
interestiog;,  as  the  present  one  is,  to  the  honor  and 
independence  of  this  country. 

That  ai  such  a  crisis,  said  Mr.  C,  provision 
ought  U)  be  made  preparatory  for  the  worst  state 
of  things,  though  so  sincerely  deprecated'— so  long 
«nd  so  earnestly  sought  to  be  aroided  by  every 
meaos  compatible  with  the  honor  of  our  oountry, 
there  can  be  no  doubt.  Deep  solicitude  and  anx- 
iety respecting  our  external  relations  pervade  the 
American  people.  Their  eyes  are  all  turned  upon 
this  body ;  and  the  general  expectation,  no  doubt, 
is  that  such  provision  will  be  made.  The  public 
mind,  consenting  to  tbat  idea,  manifests  its  will 
that  the  members  of  the  National  Legislature 
should  notseparate  until  aftersucb  measuresshall 
bare  been  adopted  as  the  critical  and  alarming 
situation  of  the  country  demands;  that  wheu  the 
cIo^d,  Qow  impending  over  our  heads,  shall  burst 
upon  us — when  actual  hostilities  shall  commence, 
we  may  not  be  found  unprepared,  but  ready;  to 
n^eet  the  conflict  with  ample  means  of  sustaining 
i^.  No  matter  whether  he  who  domineers  on  the 
ocean,  or  he  wbo  swayi  ih^  sceptre  •  over  the 
jgluropean  world— no  matter  whether  the  British 
or  the  Qallic  tyrant  shall  choose  to  make  war 
upon  us,  and  thus  to  force  us  out  of  onr  much- 
loved  stale  of  repose,  let  us,  said  he,  be  preparing 
ourselves  to  meet  hiin.  Let  the  United  States  at 
the  same  time  scropulouslv  adhere  to  the  princi- 
ples of  neutrality,  and,  disdaining  everything  like 
[ttctiality  or  attachnaent  to  either  party,  resist  all 
overtures,  all  artiOees,  every  species  of  aiptomati- 
cat  trick,  all  auempts  whatsoever  to  draw  us  over 

either  side. 

The  great  question  then  is,  said  Mr.  C,  what 
kind  of  preparation  ought  we  to  make  in  addition 
to  what  has  been  done?  I  am  oow  brought  to  a 
situation,  Mr.  Speaker,  truly  dittressiog  to  ray 
soul.  My  aversion  to  vote  for  raising  regular 
troopp  always  has  been,  and  always  wiU  be.  very 
great}  and  yet  the  peculiaritjr  of  the  crisis,  the 
niscessity  of  the  case,  the  situation  of  my  eouotry, 
calb  upon  me,  imperiously  calls  upon  me,  to  give 
my  support  to  such  a  measure.  But  in  support- 
ing this  measure  I  beg  to  h?  understood,  not  as 
sanctioning  the  idea  that  regular  troo|»  alone 
should  be  relied  on  for  the  general  and  permanent 
defence  of  the  country,  even  in  case  of  a  confirm- 
ed slate  of  war ;  but  that  the  militia  ought  always 
to  constitute  tbat  great  bulwark  of  deduce ;  that 
ill  no  situation  whatsoever  ought  regulars  to  be 
"eoabodied  to  such  amount  as  to  form  a  force  supe- 
rior or  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  body  of  the 
militia.  This  should  ever  hold  the  paranwont 
force  of  the  nation.  This  forms  the  only  safe 
d^iwsitory  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation;  and  tbat 
nation  (whatsoever  nation  it  may;  be)  which  does 
not  adhere  to  the  maxim  of  retaining  tbat  pani- 
mount  force  in  the  hand*  of  the  milltut,  pbees  its 
lilwrties  every,  hour  at  l^xard. 
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From  the  geographical  posiiioa  of  the  United 
States  more  than  any  other  canw.  aaid  Mr.  C, 
results  the  expediency  of  raising  some  reig*- 
lar  troops.   A  long  line  of  seapbrts  and  an  u* 
.tensive  range  of  frontier  post«  require  a  eon* 
sideraUc  number  of  troops,  as  stationary  forces, 
in  case  of  sudden  invasions  or  attacks  from  sea, 
or  sadden  inroads  by  savages,  who  may  be  stimu- 
lated to  resume  the  tomahawk  and  tii«  soalpiog- 
knife  against  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  western  or 
other  irootier  setUememts.   To  these  purposes 
regular  troops,  to  a  certain  amount,  appear  to  be 
best  adapted ;  for  which  reason  priBcipally  be  «w 
in  &Tor  of  the  failL  la  the  event  d  a  itatt  of 
actual  war,  if  the  force  contemplated  by  this  bUl 
should  be  iosuffieient,  Congress  wiU  unquesiiona- 
biy  be  egain  in  sessioD  before  the  proposed  nun- 
ber  can  be  raised ;  and  then  «ich  further  aogmaat- 
alion  nay  be  made  »  shaU  be  fonnd  rcqaisice. 
But  notwithstanding  this  remark,  he  would  take 
occasion  to  declare  that  under  his  present  impres- 
sions he  could  scarcely  imagine  that  even  in  suck 
event  he  could  be  induced  to  adaait  the  expedi- 
ency of  iocreasiog  the  regular  forces  to  a  number 
much  greater  than  tliey  will  be  when  those  pro- 
posed to  be  raised  by  th'e  present  bill  are  aoded 
to  the  preseot  military  force.   That  in  all  situa- 
tions and  circumstances  whatever,  be  considered 
the  militia  as  the  netiual  and  best  defence  of  the 
nation.  That  in  every  possible  emecgeoey,  he 
believed  the  militia  ought  prineipoUy  to  be  relied 
on.   That  an  e&ctive,  weQ-organised,  end  dieip- 
lined  milUin  ntrt  mly  formed  the  emgnafd  of 
liberty,  but  were  eomnetent  to  the  chief  porposm 
of  defensive  war.   That  were  this  country  to  be 
surrounded  with  foes,  such  a  militia  woold  be  its 
safest  and  surest  defence.    He  considered  it  as 
unwise  in  any  nation,  pactieularly  such  a  one  as 
the  United  States,  holding  civil  liberty  in  such 
high  veneration  as  tbey  do,  under  any  eircoa- 
stances  to  relinquish  their  reliance  on  such  a 
militia,  and  resort  to  regular  militarf  forees  as 
their  principal  means  of  defence. 

Mr.  RAMnoLPH  had  calculated  on  being  in  a 
verv  small  minority  on  the  vote  which  besliDuUl 
profnbl^  give  on  this  question ;  but  he  was  sorrf 
to  perceive  that  even  that  minority  was  lil^y  to 
prove  smaller  than  he  had  at  first  mpfioted ;  for, 
without  any  disposition  to  invade  tbeconsistcBey 
of  any  gentleman  on  tbat  floor,  he  bed  hemuf 
coneeived  that  those  vrtio,  in  the  year  179^  bad 
voted  agaiastarmtee  and  navies,  would  have  voted 
against  the  bill.  His  object,  however,  was  not  to 
make  proselyte^  but,  like  bis  colleague,  who  bed 
preceded  him,  to  give  to  the  House  and  to  the 
world,  and  particularly  tbat  portion  of  his  own 
eouotry  which  he  represented,  the  reasons  &r  the 
vote  which  his  most  deliberate  judgment  een- 
pelled  him  to  give  on  this  occesioo^ 

With  biecolleRgue,  he  bad  em  been  of  opin* 
loo,  and,  if  he  mistook  not,  had  maintained  iw 
doctrine  in  1796,  that,  in  timeeof  danger.  relwM* 
should  be  bad  on  the  militia.  Amongst  those  gM" 
tlmien  wbo  were  nnfriandly  to  military  •■Jf''''^ 
mmtaat  some,  indeed,  seem  to  think  that,  eAsr  ue 
fipt  onset,  tegnlan  mifbi  ba  abtmrnfl  Mt  w 
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itAmmi  thai,  is  the  fint  iiwiaiicv,  depandevee 
■IwtH  be  pheed  m-  the  militia  alooe.  jVbtp,  it 
MOMlhit  thU  doetriDe  k  to  ba  reTcrsed,  for  al- 
tkiMfh  veare  to  roly  on  tbe  miliiia  ai  a  dv^ier 
twirf,  (hejr  most  be  preceded  br  this  adraaeed 
fiud  of  re^ar  tm^,  which  the  bill  proposed 
to  raise.  And-on  what  ^nnds?  That  tbis  is  a 
greMiod  siomentous  crisis.  It  certaialf  is;  bat, 
ar,  ii  it  pouible  that  these  six  tboaaaRd  meo— (I 
bire  not  atieoded  to  the  details  of  the  bill,  the 
ucnmplcd  length  of  our  aiitiogs  has  prevented 
M,  ud  mv  liitM,  I  tnigfat  almost  say  no  knowl- 
(dgeof  miliiary  affairs,  reodered  it  scarcely  ne* 
eeaury)— is  it  possible  that  these  six  tboasand 
oca,  «hoa  you  are  told  it  will  take  uotil  next 
jtu  Uk  laise,  are  eompatent  to  tbe  defence  of  oar 
lenc^  (tf 'aaaeoast,  to  say  Dotbipg  of  onr  still 
■nneijeasiva  froatier?  It  is  obTioos  that  sixty 
llmnaad  would  hardly  aidee,  sopposiag  the  cir- 
cttmsMnces  oa  irlueh  gaatlciDea  reason,  aod  from 
which  their  coDolaeioas  are  drawa  to  be  corveoi. 
Wbit,  therefore,  iwie.  any  nore  than  io  the  year 
1796,  eiUs  for  this  increase  oi  oat  Military  Ba- 
u^kneot?  Id  17^,  we  were  at  aotaal,  open 
war.  We  captured  the  ships  of  France,  and  they 
captured  ours.  And  yet  it  was  not  then  deemed 
exfHnlreDt  by  geatleoaea,  who  professed  the  tenets 
vhJch  I  ihea  did,  and  now  hold,  to  raise  an  army. 
It  appeared  from  rery  high  authority,  wbea  our 
doofs  were  lately  closed,  loat  we  are  not  only  not 
K  war,  bat  that  tb«  circttinstancea  of  tbe  world 
aieradi  as  imperiously  to  require  that  we  should 
M  go  to  war,  if  it  can  possibly  be  aroided;  al- 
tboigh,  nnder  a  diSweot  steu  of  thi^  senile- 
MB  would  have  felt  ^easelTca  authmized,  nay, 
ob^pd  to  lay  a  dealaratiott  oC  war  on  yoar  table, 
■piosi  one  or  bailiff  iha  two  great  beHtgereott. 

Ur.  R.  Mid  ha  extremely  happy  to  obenrre. 
whilst  ta  coDclare,  what  a  good  ua'dentandinr 
ptaraiM  anKogsnhe  various  and  hithsrto  discord* 
tot  pacts  of  the  House  ;  with  what  good  humor 
poiats  were  dieeussed  and  settled  between  them, 
aad  kow  toully  devotd  of  asperity  all  their  delib- 
eratioai  had  been.  He  hoped  that  nothing  would 
faUinia  htm  ^change  the  temper  of  mind  which 
tbeo,  aad,  be  traated,  still  existed.  It  was  to  jas- 
tify  bis  TOte  that  he  tre^assed  on-  the  attention  of 
the  Houu;  although  he  humbly  conceiud,  if 
fCMlauu  woold  lend  a  patient  ear,  that  he  might 
MaTiacsibam  of  the  impolicy  and  inexpediency 
(n  the  bifl,  He  aooorded  with  his  worthy  col* 
iMfH  (Mr.  BuavBLL)  reapectiog  the  omoiods 
ntely  dctivcred  by  his  respectaUe  friend  frmn 
ninh  Canlina,  (ur.  Maoon  ;)  aod  if  in  |)otitieB, 
BMibamaties,  things  whtcb.  agree  with  the 
^■^duif^  agree  with  one  another,  there  could 
be  ao  Ttiiaaee  of  opinion  between  lun  aolleague 
aaa  knidr.  He  subsccihed  to  every  sentiment 
by  that  excellent  member,  on  the  occasion 
tovhicb  he  alladed.  He  r^rr«"ed  that  they  were 
dcfirered  oader  eireamstaaoes  which  precluded 
the  pablie  from  bearing  them;  be  thought  it  a 
^raai  ptibUc  Uiss.  Heaoeordcdalso  with  theopin- 
KHia  expressed  by  the  sane  gentleman  ten  years 
*feon  a  qaestion  like  the  present,  and  by  the  gen- 
'*Maa  who  now  pccaidaa  with  ao  mueb  ability 
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aad  so  mocb  hoaor  to  himself  over  tbe  Treaaary 
Department,  on  tbe  proposition  to  raise  a  proria- 
iooal  army.  They  would  never  be  forgotten. 
He  wished  be  bad  the  speeches,  be  would  r«Ml 
them  to  the  House;  they  would  be  heard  with 
mach  more  eS^ot  than  anythiag  that  he  eould 
say. 

i  wish  it  to  be  demonstrated,  said  Mr.  R.,  that 
we  are  more  at  war  now  than  we  were  in  1796. 
Sir,  we  are  not ;  nor  are  we  in  the  slightest  dan- 
ger,  as  1  apprehend,  of  anything  like  invasion. 
The  foe  (I  speak  of  both,  for  each  is  equally  di»- 
posed)  waits,  as  my  colleague  tells  you,  to  strike 
the  meditated  blow.  But  will  they  strike  that 
blow  on  your  territory,  where  alooe  this  foree 
may  aid  to  ward  it  on?  Does  anjr  man  dream 
of  iovaaioo?  No;  the  blow  ia  aimed  at  your 
commerce,  your  ships,  and,  ia  regard  to  them, 
vou  have  taken  eSeclual  preeautioo.  Tliey  ara 
both  abandoned.  The  seamen,  indeed,  eoutd  not 
be  embargoed}  they  have  disappeared.  Baglaiid 
will  DOW  bavc  no  difficulty  in  manning  her  navy. 
Notwithstanding  the  aloqueat  speech  of  tbe  gnt- 
tleman  fioni  Boeton,  (Mr.  Uoikct,)  on  Sataiday, 
and  his  copious  extracts  from  a  French  Qenerara 
pamphlet,  I  do  not  dread  invarion. 

Is  it  possible  that  Qreat  Britaii>,  with  tbe  recol- 
lection of  Saratoga  and  Yorktown  frethin  her 
memory,  can  be  so  frantic  as  to  think  of  invading 
tbe  United  States?  She  cannot,  and  she  has 
^ivco  tbe  best  proof  of  it.  Instead  of  dreaming  of 
invading  you,  she  trembles  lest  you  sboald  invade 
her,  for  she  knows  the  consequences,  aod  for  that 
reason  aba  has  repaired  the  fortifications  of  Qoe- 
bee,  and  thrown  reinforeenenta  into  Canada. 
What  stronger  proof  eoald  she  give  of  her-ftaial 
I  speak  not  of  her  inclination ;  for  I  believe  that 
if  she  conld  (educe  us  to  theeondition  in  which  w« 
were  in  176^abe  would  do  it  to-morrow.  1  speak 
of  her  ability^  and  suppose  her  to  possess  only 
common  aeoae.  Although,  in  some  eases  of  late, 
she  has  evinced  such  a  want  of  discretion,  that 
too  mueb  reliaoe«ought  not,  perhaps,  to  be  placed 
upon  that.  Bui  so  far  from  entertaining  a  (honght 
01  invading  us,  she  is  taking  precautions  against 
invasion  from  us.  And  there  is  not  a  shadow  of 
doubt  that  she  would  gladly  enter  intoa  covenant 
with  you,  and  exchange  hostages  to  abMaio  from 
violating  your 'territory,  if  you  will  abstain  from 
attacking  her  provinces  on  your  Bastero  and 
Northern  frontier.  Bat  if  she  were  to  invade  na, 
any  military  foree  which  she  eoald  detach  fot 
such  a  purpose,  would  be  as  incompetent  even  to 
tbe  reduction  of  the  Slate  of  Delaware,  as  to  the 
cooqoest  of  Europe. 

Let  us  see,  then,  on  the  other  side,  what  daa- 

fer  there  is,  of  invasion  from  France.  On  all 
ends  it  it  ia  agreed  that,  during  the  present  |ne> 
pooderanoeof  tbe  British  naval  power.  Prance 
cannot  send  ao-army  into  tbe  United  States  sufi- 
ctent  to  make  an  impression  upon  us.  It  is  true, 
tbe  British  naval  power  may  not  retain  its  prcs- 
sent  piioh.  France  may,  she  probably  will,  cruah 
Qreat  Britain,  and  it  is  against  that  event,  and 
such  a  colossal  strength  asTrance  will  then  poa< 
seas,  bestriding  botlt  €!ontincots  aad  every  aoa, 
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that  you  are  raising  a  force  to  be  commaDded  by 
two  Brigadier  QeneraUl  Sir,  wheo  geQtlemeo  talk 
of  attacK  from  the  two  greatest  Powera  on  earth, 
and  at  the  same  time  provide  such  means  .of  de- 
feace,  they  invite,  they  provoke  that  which  they 
would  guard  against.  They  bold  us  up  to  the 
derisioD  of  the  world  ;  we  may,  indeed,  find  secn- 
rity  in  tbe  contempt  of  the  enemy  for  this  force, 
not  in  his  fears  of  it.   But,  notwithstanding  the 

Sower  which  France  even  then  would  possess,  I 
0  trust  that  there  is  spirit  and  virtue  enough  in 
the  United  States  to  maintain  oar  iadependence. 
I  do  trust  that  the  eoemf  would  find  it  impossi- 
ble, at  such  a  distance,  for  I  hope  he  would  be  un- 
able to  do  here,  what  be  has  done  elsewhere,  with 
such  signal  success— make  use  of  one-half  of  the 
people  to  subjugate  the  other — I  trust  thai  he 
would  find  it  impossible  to  maintain  a  force  suffi- 
cient to  keep  possession  even  of  our  great  mari- 
time ports,  much  less  to  reduce  the  surrounding 
territory.  I  believe  that  in  case  of  invasion  by  a 
foreign  enemy — and  until  that  event  happens  you 
need  not  expect  lo  raise  a  military  force— our 
people  being  too  happy  and  too  wise  to  subject 
themselves  to  the  slavery  of  military  life  until  its 
necessity  is  not  to  be  avoided ;  and  nence  the  odi- 
um, in  1798,  against  the  then  rulers,  and  the  diffi- 
culty, nay,  the  impossibility,  of  obtaining  men. 
In  case  oi  the  actual  invasion  of  our  territory,  I 
hope  wa  shall  make  war  in  a  Terr  different  style 
from  that  in  wbieh  it  was  waged  during  the  Rev- 
dlntioa ;  and  this  I  say  without  disparagement  to 
the  hnoes  who  achieved  it.  We  were  then,  in 
the  phraseology  of  kings  and  despots,  in  rebellion 
against  our  lawful  Sovereign — an  awful  situa- 
tion— fighting  with  iialters  about  our  necks,  du- 
bious 01  our  UDtried  strength,  and  consequently 
afraid  to  risk  everything  upon  a  single  action.  But 
if  invasion  were  now  to  be  attempted,  no  sooner 
would  the  enemy  set  his  foot  upon  our  shores  than 
weshould  push  him  back  into  the  sea.  The  peo- 
ple would  rise  with  one  accord,  the  continent 
would  move  like  one  man,  and  he  would  be  met 
by  a  force,  however  inferior  in  skill,  in  military 
tactic9,  equal  at  least  in  courage,  and  so  superior 
in  nuBUters  as  at  once  to  overwhelm  him,  with 
all  his  faeiitious.  artificial  advantages.  Such,  be- 
lieve me,  would  be  the  event.  We  should  deserve 
to  be  conquered  if,  through  timidity  and  irresolu- 
tion, we  su0ered  the  war  to  be  protracted  for  years, 
and  every  quarter  of  our  country  to  become  in 
turn  the  theatre  of  it.  France,  in  bietter  days,  set 
us  the  example  how  to  meet  an  Invading  enemy, 
it  will  not  be  lost  upon  us. 

But  your  towns  may  be  laid  under  contribution, 
and  so  they  migbt  have  been  in  1798;  and  what 
is  worse^  this  force  of  six  thousand  men  could  not 
prevent  it,  even  if  it  were  now  embodied,  instead 
of  requiring  until  next  year  to  enlist  the  troops. 
They  could  not  prevent  the  destruction  of  a  sin- 
gle town,  even  it  they  were  all  collected  together 
on  the  spoL  It  is  obvious  that  a  strong  squadron, 
in  defiance  of  sueh  a  force,  could  destroy  New 
York— I  take  this  city  as  a  favorite  example — 
eoold  lay  it  in  ashes,  or  batter  it  to  the  ground. 
Sir,  if  every  nuui  of  them  were  thrpwtt  into^twt 


rich  and  flourishing  city,  whose  clefence  is  of 
primary  importance,  they  could  not  prevent  an 
enemy's  fleet  from  offering  to  its  iohmbitants  ihs 
bard  alternative  of  submittiag  to  contribution  or 
seeing  their  habitations  burnt  over  their  heads. 
What  resistance,  then,are  we  to  expect  from  them, 
when  they  shall  have  been  divided  and  subdivided 
amongst  our  various  seaports  and  Western  garri- 
sons?  I  therefore  iear  that,  instead  of  woHciog 
the  good  effects  ascribed  to  it  by  somegentleoWBT 
snd  by  my  worthy  colleague  amongst  then,  it 
will  be  attended  with  no  other  than  to  drain  the 
Treasury,  (we  are  now  drawing  upon  our  capital 
rather  than  our  income,)  to  increase  the  thirst  in 
office,  that  disgraceful  spirit  of  living  by  any 
means  rather  than  honest  industry  or  our  own 
property  ;  and  tend  in  an  equal  de^ee  to  dioun- 
ish  the  disgust  and  abhorrence  which  tbe  people 
feel  against  standing  armies;  and  be  it  remem- 
bered ihata  standing  army  is  the  death  of  which 
all  Republics  have  died.   I  have  another  objec- 
tion to  the  bill.   If  this  force  be  raised,  although 
for  purposes  of  defence  it  is  contemptible,  in  ano- 
ther point  of  view  it  is  truly  formidable — it  will 
almost  insure  war;  and  why?   Cm-uioly  these 
persons  will  not  wish  to  be  disbanded  ;  they  will 
shrink  from  the  idea  of  returning  back  upon  ibeir 
own  resources  ;  they  will  keep  the  fever  up  to  the 
war  pitch,  and  precipitate  the  country  into  war 
with  some  Power,  they  care  not  who ;  for  whia- 
will  fHiblic  considerations  wei^h  a^osl  their  own 
private  advantage  ?  And  this  was  in  1796^  and 
ought  now  to  be,  one  gnat  objection  to  rauiBg 
troops  before  you  have  actual  war.   If  yon  euse 
these  troops  lo  provide  a^^inst  war,  you  may  be 
certain  it  will  not  be  their  fiiaU  if  tbe  war  does 
not  ensue  which  they  were  raised  to  avert.  If 
you  leave  the  country  to  its  natural  defence,  snd 
bestow  your  pains  and'  treasure  in  strengtheniag 
that  defence,  instead  of  taking  Itaoney  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people,  of  the  militia,  to  throw  it 
away  on  a  few  useless  hirelings,  you  will  not  only 
insure  tbe  requisite  number  of  men  when  ihey 
shall  be  actually  wanted,  hut  avoid  tbe  dreadrm 
effect  of  a,standing  military  force,  without  active 
employment,  upon  the  public  and  private  morals; 
and  I  am  one  of  these  who  do  not  think  lightly  of 
tbe  expense  of  this  esuUishment.  Remembsc 
that  the  present  state  of  oitr  Treasury  is  naexam- 
pled — many  outgoings,  no  iocomUigs— living,  ia 
the  language  of  the  counting-house,  upon  our 
principal,  instead  of  our  interest,   lam  tbet^iM 
unwilling  to  diminish  the  sum  which  we  have  ia 
hand,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  carefully  to  bos- 
band,  (for  where  are  we  to  look  for  a  supply  whet 
it  is  gone?)  by  feeding,  and  clothing,  and  paying 
a  parcel  of  men  merely  to  look  at  one  anoibsr ; 
wno,  in  my  sincere  belief,  so  far  from  doing  aay 
public  service,  will  be  a  public  detriment.  For 
tbe  very  momeai  that  ibis  bill  is  passed ;  aay, 
they  have  begun  already ;  every  man.  without 
some  fixed,  determinate  mode  of  life,  will  be  press- 
ing to  get  a  aubsisieuea  out  of-  the  public  pan*! 
and  this  is  sot  the.dcseripiioD  of  men  to  whoa, 
in  my  oinuon,  the  defence  of  any  country  oofflt 
to  be  imrmiei.  laee^iiidaailfasuihiog  iiutB*** 
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to  tbe  contraiy  in  tbis  morniDg^d  paper.  The 
tDaoal  expense  of  our  present  establishmeot  is 
about  a  niillioD  ;  by  tbe  bill  thai  expense  will 
probably  be  trebled ;  however,  let  ns  say  that  it 
vfll  only  be  doubled,  will  tlie  Honse  throw  away 
n  aniKM  miltion?  On  what?  Mere  parade; 
n  ft  force  inadeqoaie  to  the  crisis  which  it  is 
■eiBt  to  meet,  wheo  no  man  can  think  there  is 
ny  serious  danger  9f  inrasion  from  France  or 
Suland. 

With  my  eolleagaeand  other  gentlemen,  whom 
I  highly  respect,  on  tbis  floor,  I  agree  that  (he  tio- 
lations  of  France  on  our  neutral  commerce  and 
rights  in  1798  were  less  flagrant  than  now:  cer- 
tainly tbe  former  outrages  of  Great  Britain  have 
been  far  surpassed  by  that  on  the. Chesapeake. 
Bot  it  is  not  necessary  for  oar  parpose  to  ask  what 
were  the  violations  of  former  times,  or  to  meas- 
ure them  with  the  pveisent,  since,  great  or  small, 
Aer  produced  war.  When  a  nation  ii  at  war  it 
ia  idle  to  inqaire  what  produced  it.  It  is  enough 
that  she  ia  at  war,  and  measures  must  be  taken 
■cMrdiagly.  In  1798,  with  a  less  degree  of  ag- 
gteaaion  (if  genilemeo  will  have  it  so)  we  were 
at  war:  in  1808,  with  a  greater  degree,  we  are  at 
peaee,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  But  does  it  follow 
diat  because  our  provocations  are  greater  now 
than  10  17^  being  now  at  peace,  we  should  take 
measures  which  a  state  of  war  would  not  justify 
ia  1798? 

But  one  gentleman  told  us  the  other  day — I  am 
sorry  to  be  so  difiuse ;  I  cannot  methodize  my 
thoughts,  beioff  too  unprepared,  and  I  may  truly 
say  too  nnweir— that,  by  the  death  of  the  French 
Kmperor,  Great  Britain  might  re-acquire  her  old 
ascendency  on  the  continent;  her  naval  power 
wovld  tluni  remain  undtmiDished.  and  we  should 
Ife  at  her  mercy.  How  improbable  a  coisieetare  I 
How  much  more  likely  that  the  French  Emperor 
will  onrtire  the  naval  power  of  England.  Did 
tbe  death  of  Cesar  liberate  Gaul?  or  did  Augus- 
toe,  one  of  the  most  contemptible  and  worthless  of 
auo,  both  in  a  military  and  moral  capacity,  even 
after  a  ciril  war  (which  may  perhaps  also  take 
fdaee  in  France  to  decide  who  shall  be  head  of 
the  Empire)  succeed  to  the  ondivided  dominion 
and  power  of  his  adopted  father?   There  is  not 
in  my  mind  the  smallest  probability  that  the  denth 
of  tbe  preKDt  French  Emperor  wilt  liberate  Ger- 
many, Spain,  or  Italy,  no  more  than  the  death  of 
Caesar  should  have  hberated  Gaul,  Macedon,  and 
the  other  provinces.   Bot  soppose  that  it  would, 
and  that  tbe  power  of  France  should  be  limited 
within  the  Pyreonees,  the  Alps,  and  the  Rhine. 
IVtMt  aaeendency  can  England  even  tb«i  hare 
nn  the  Cimtinenil  Is  it  possible  that  the  veteran 
UMpa  of  France  can  rest  unemployed,  or  that 
they  will  ever  tamely  relinquish  their  present  ac- 
qaiaittona?   The  days  are  past  wheo  tbe  Marl- 
btmMgha  and  the  Peterborougbs  figured  at  the 
bfwtofarmies  on  the  Conttoent.  Whatever  revo- 
hrtiotts  may  take  place  there,  a  preponderance 
nast  always  be  found  to  the  naval  power  of  Eng- 
land.  Aad  shall  we  guard  against  this  power  by 
nisiag  two  brigades  of  regutam?   There  is  an 
iM0BiitteiKy  in  the  tking— the  means  are  so 


little  adapted  to  the  proposed  end.  It  will  only 
have  tbe  efieet  of  drawing  money  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury, without  adding  one  iota  to  the  national  de- 
fence. It  holds  out  a  premium  to  idleness  at  the 
expense  of  the  honest  yeomanry,  who  are  labor- 
ing upon  their  farms  and  plantattons,  contributing 
to  the  national  support  and  adding  to  the  oaitonal 
wealth,  who,  when  the  storm  shall  really  hurst 
upon  us,  must  defend  their  country^  who  will  be 

J'ust  as  ready  to  meet  the  foe  as  these  idlers  who 
lave  been  living  at  their  expense.  Against  the 
inroads  of  the  savages,  it  is  upon  the  militia  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,  that  you  must 
rely,  and  not  upon  men  picked  up  in  the  streets, 
recruited  in  ale-houses,  and  dispipliDed  on  tbe 
next  common.  On  the  same  class  of  men  in  the 
other  States,  you  must  depend  for  defence  against 
Atlantic  invasion,  for  the  protection  of  their 
homes  and  firesides. 

Before  I  sit  down,  permit  me  to  recall  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  some  circumstances  which 
passed,  I  think,  on  Saturday,  and  nhich  made  on 
others  as  well  as  myself  a  great  impression.  I 
allude  to  a  discussion  of  the  topic  of  French  and 
English  partiality— in  the  course  of  which  I  was 
happy  to  see  the  disposition  which  was  generally 
manifested.  But,  as  was  then  observed  by  my 
most  respectable  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
Macon,)  so  long  as  the  public  prints,  which  influ- 
ence and  direct  public  opinion^  espouse  either  the 
one  nation  or  the  other,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
mass  of  the  people  can  acquire  correct  iDformatton 
respecting  them ;  when  those  who  act  as  their  in- 
structers  endeavor  to  mislead.  It  is  impossible, 
for  another  reason,  that  they  can  feel  equally  in- 
different to  these  two  Powers.  We  cannot  wash 
from  our  memory  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
its  accumulated  horrors.  We  cannot  f<H-get  that 
France  ms  our  ally— perhaps  our  salvation. 
There  is  yet  another  cause  which  induces  us  to 
feel,  if  not  to  display,  a  great  degree  of  partiality 
towards  her.  It  grows  out  of  the  French  Revo- 
hiiion.  That  Revolution  was  a  struggle  of  liberty 
against  despotism.  It  was,  in  its  commencement 
at  least,  a  war  of  principle.  The  Government 
and  people  of  Fradce  contended,  or  professed  to 
contend  for  principles  justly  dear  to  us,  ffor  they 
were  those  of  our  own  Constitution,)  ana  we  saw 
in  the  confederation  of  despots  a  systematic  attack 
on  the  liberties  of  man ;  a  combioation,  which 
when  it  had  succeeded  in  crushing  France,  in 
all  human  probability  would  have  been  turned 
against  ourselves.  The  honest  prejudices,  for  hon- 
est prejudices  may  exist,  have  always  given  a 
bias  in  a  certain  degree  to  the  public  mind,  in  all 
collisions  and  contests  where  Great  Britain  and 
France  have  been  involved,  aensibly  in  favor  of 
the  latter — as  it  was  natural  they  should.  But  I 
do  trust  that  when  France  has  done  that  which 
confederated  kings  in  rain  attempted — when  she 
has  committed  felo  de  $e  oa  her  own  freedom^ 
when  she  has  assumed  the  shape  of  a  military 
despotic,  more  formidable  to  the  liberties  of  the 
world  from  its  physical  force,  and,  if  possible, 
even  from  its  temper  and  disposition,  than  any 
combination  of  despots  that  the  world  has  ever 
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MCD  J  wheo  from  recent  oeeurrences  our  people 
shall  see  her  designs  upon  as  unmasked,  the  pub- 
lic miod  will  be  brought  to  view  these  nations  on 
the  same  level,  to  feel  a  perfect  indifference  for 
both,  and  a  degree  of  resentment  against  each  in 

Sroportioo  to  their  aggressions  on  us,  neither  modi- 
ed  nur  aggravated  by  past  recollections.  The 
papers,  which  at  the  intimation  of  ibe  President 
of  the  tJaited  Stales  have  been  made  pubtio — and 
I  am  happy  to  find  that  they  were  made  public 
for  one,  at  least,  of  the  very  reasons  which  indoced 
me  repeatedly,  but  unsuccessfully,  to  propose  the 
measure ;  1  am  happy  too  to  find  that  my  presage, 
that  the  President  would  give  such  a  direction, 
that  it  was  impossible  they  should  be  kept  con- 
cealed, has  proved  correct — these  papers  ought  to 
vork  the  effect  so  highly  desirable  on  the  minds 
of  the  people^  and  I  trust  they  will.  They  ought  to 
teteh  us  to  view  each  of  the  two  great  betUgerents 
u  staodiog  upon  the  same  ground,  and  that  our 
conduct  towards  them  must  be  governed  (as  1 
was  glad  to  hear  the  other  day)  by  cireamstances ; 
that  they  must  govern  as,  suee  we  cannot  gov- 
ern them. 

As  it  has  become  fashionable  of  late,  to  antici- 
pate charges  of  iDconsisteocy,  and  plead  to  them 
before  they  are  made,  fand  a  very  cooTenient  fash- 
ion it  is.)  I  must  avail  myself  of  the  same  priv- 
ilege. It  will  be  recollected  that  about  two  years 
ago  I  proposed  an  addition  to  our  regular  force,  to 
repel  Spanish  inroads,  and  chastise  the  same.  I 
then  thought,  and  still  believe  that  measure  to  have 
been  proper— because  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  even  that  not  in  dispute,  had  been  invaded, 
and  their  sovereignty  violated— because  although 
no  formal  declaration  of  war  had  passed,  yet  our 
troops  were  absolutely  in  hostile  array,coDfrootiug 
thoae  of  the  enemy — and  because  the  theatre  of  war 
Iras  an  outpost,  where  it  was  impossible  to  collect 
militia  to  repress  invasion.  The  population,  the 
natural  strength  of  the  country,  lay  at  such  an  im- 
mense distance,  that  it  could  not  be  brought  to 
act;  and  therefore  I  deemed  it  necessary  that 
there  should  be  an  addition  to  our  military  force, 
in  order  to  enable  our  army  to  face  the  enemy  on 
equal  terms,  for  it  was  represented  to  have  been 
extremely  overmatched  in  numbers;  and  more- 
over we  were  instructed,  by  the  proper  authority, 
that  the  crisis  was  such  as  to  render  the  interpo- 
■ftion  of  force  indispensable.  Is  thoe  now  dan* 
ger  of  invasion  on  that  A-ontier,  or  of  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  Spain  to  take  possession  of  New 
Orleans?  If  there  be  danger  of  invasion  any 
where,  it  is  upon  our  northern  and  eastern  fron- 
tier, from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  where  (thank 
Qod  for  it !}  they  must  uke  the  bull  by  the  noms. 
Does  any  gentleman^  from  New  England  or  New 
YorL  believe  that  six  thousand  men  are  neces- 
sary for  their  defence,  or  if  necessary  that  they  are 
adequate  to  prevent  the  British  from  Montreal 
and  Quebec  from  making  inroads  into  the  United 
States,  the  result  of  which  must  insure  the  sub- 

Kption  of  the  invaders?  Qreat  Britain  cannot 
mad  enough  to  throw  away  her  colooiei  in 
such  a  wild  attempt.  There  are  then  no  dangers 
against  which  we  have  to  giurd,  at  this  moment, 


except  the  Britidi  naval  power,  whtdi  this  force 
surely  is  not  calculated  to  resi8^— for  such  a  pur- 
pose it  is  totally  inflfficteni.  If  indeed  these  six 
thousand  men  are  to  be  raised  as  an  offensive  force 
to  make  an  irruption  into  her  provinces,  the  qoa^ 
tion  is  totally  altered,  except  that  the  quaatun  of 
force  is  not  sufficient.  It  should  be  more  thaa 
douUe  that  number.  But  I  mKleratand  that  no 
such  thing  is  in  coatemplattoo — that  the  Uoi* 
ted  Sutes  are  determined  to  adhere  to  their  pres* 
ent  neutral  position,  aod  I  am  glad  of  it.  I  hope 
we  shall  not  make  war  on  the  one,  or  the  other. 

These  six  thousand  troops,  then,  are  to  give  pro* 
lection  against  a  naval  force,  by  garrisoning  our 
seaports.  It  is  perfectly  evident  that  the  militia 
of  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  otbw 
great  town^  are  out  of  alt  proportion  saperwrin 
nnmbers,  and  even  io  diseipliBe,  to  the  quota  of 
these  raw  levies  that  will  ail  to  their  respective 
shares.  They  will  be  nothing  when  divided  even 
amongst  a  few  important  places.  The  idea  t^de* 
fending  the  seacoast,  from  Maine  to  NewOrlMO^ 
with  such  a  force,  is  visionary  in  the  eztrema 
Their  aid  will  not  be  felt.  They  are  as  a  drop  in 
the  ocfean.  What  then  remains  tor  us,  but  to  baa- 
band  our  resources,  to  buy  arms,  to  put  the  whole 
nation  in  a  stale  of  defence,  to  prepare  at  all 
points  for  attack,  and  enable  ourselves  to  oppose 
if  necessary  not  with  six  but  sixty  or  even  six 
hundred  thousand  men — for  that  I  believe  is  the 
number^capable  of  bearing  arms;  and  Itrusliot 
one  woald  remain  at  home  when  his  service  was 
required,  but  that  there  wonid  be  one  general  res- 
olution Uiat  not  one  of  the  enemy  should  csoapc. 
But  the  peo[4e  will  not  oiltet  when  they  see  no 
prospect  vi  actual  service,  of  real  fighting.  I  re- 
member, indeed  when  the  twelve  regiments  w«e 
raised,  or  rather  raising — for  except  in  proeoriag 
officers,  Government  bad  little  success;  tA^ytre 
always  to  be  had  in  sufficient  numbers,  at  least— 
an  eloquent  member,  who  no  longer  holds  a  seat  in 
this  House,  told  us.  among  other  use^  that  they 
would  serve  tokeepdown  a  Frenchfaction,wlio,  in 
case  of  invasion,  would  be  ready  to  join  the  eneiBy; 
but  I  trust  this  army  is  not  raised  upon  a 
which  is  a  libel  upon  the  country.   I  mean  no  i<n- 

E roper  insinuations — no  man  can  iosinoale  what 
e  dees  not  feel.  With  the  success  of  the  fonnW 
project  we  are  all  acquainted ;  and  it  is  eertafniy 
not  impossible  or  improbable  that  a  similar  efieot 
will  result  from  a  similar  eanie.  I,  however,  sonu 
have  nothing  to  clurge  myself  with,  sbonU  it » 
happen.  I  shall  give  the  same  vote  now  thtt  I 
dia  then,  and  wilt  never  cooteDt  to  ioerMie  onr 
standing  military  force  by  tne  nan,  until  I  m* 
the  enemy  against  whom  we  are  to  contend. 
This  used  to  he  the  old  Repnblieatt  maxim,  nA 
may  it  ever  remain  so. 

Mr.  HowABu  said,  in  a  moment  mcaacing  " 
the  present,  and  upon  a  measure  for  national  ds* 
fence,  unanimity  was  important;  that  the  q«* 
tion  before  the  House  involved  the  exereis*  of tw 
highest  powers  confided  to  the  Oeneral  Qcren- 
ment  by  the  Constitutum  of  the  ooontry— to  pro* 
vide  for  national  defence.  With  regard, 
iar  troupe  he  never  woald,  either  as  •  «itisfl>  ' 
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piUw  MB,  ancBt  to  tha  mtamtieamooe  of  more- 
tbti  (ke  BCMssity  of  the  time*  imperioasljr  eaUed 
for. 

Thne  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  Mil  called  upon ' 
ibidroeates  to  say  whicb  this  is  iDteodcd  for,  a 
Wir  or  Prace  Establish hkdI,  declariDg  at  toe 
Mine  time  it  is  too  large  for  a  state  of  peace  tod 
Iw  siDsll  for  a  state  of  war.  Before  be  would 
girc  it  ibe  oame  of  either,  he  KUist  be  able  to  pro- 
Mwiee  with  certaiot?  whether  we  can  prwrre 
Ktee  hooorably,  or  be  coostraiited  to  resort  to 
Hbiiliiies.  He  could  ooly  my  for  himself  that 
lu  dill  Dot  rote  for  it  as  a  peMuanent  addition  to 
wbtt  we  call  our  Feaoe  Esublishment,  but  id' 
HgawDiaiioB  of  military  force  demaaded  by  oar ' 
pmcat  circamalSDecs  and  pr«spcott  of  dai^er. 
IIt.  H.  Slid  it  was  sot  acowsary  to  joatify  his 
f upiwrt  of  tlus  messare  to  give  it  any  pertioblar 
nme,  but  to  statt  hU  object  ooly;^wei«  be  cei^ 
Aua  of  wat,  he  agreed  with  geMlemen  that  the 
■Bmbej-  proposed  was  too  small,  and  if  assared  of 
pctee,  that  it  was  too  large ;  the  rery  circamstauce 
of  doubt  as  to  war  or  peace  is  the  very  reason  why 
be  winied  an  ioerease  of  mitiiary  force.  What 
doniil«iiKa  uaderstand  by  a  peeee  military  es- 
Utbrufameat?  Do  th6y  view  it  as  predicated  apoa 
u  eipectatioD  <^  unchangeable  peace  t  Or  does 
itooilook  It  least  to  a  possible  state  of  wst7  And 
is  it  lot  that  which  it  is  inleaded  to  guard  against  ? 
Undoubtedly  it  is;  and  as  war  becomes  protMble, 
ortbe  eoQtmtMDce  of  peace  deobthil,  we  ongbt 
ttaugmeoi  our  military  force ;  thea  it  is  equally 
mwcemry  and  impossible,  before  we  prepare,  to 
■pnk  with  ccrtafauy  as  to  peaee  or  war.  To  i«- 
|wr«  this  first  is  to  say  that  all  preesotionary 
■MMHM  witJi  «  view  to  a  probable  Mate  of  war 
uciupolitic^aod  that  we  are  to  wait  until  the 
cmt  happens,  and  while  graf^tUag  with  it  to  look 
>boot  ii  eoafusion  for  the  coeaos  of  defoice  and 
intiUMe.  To  justify  oppositioii  to  this  bill  gen- 
UeoieD  oagbt  to  be  able  to  say  with  oertaiaty  that 
*e  siiall  have  peace,  white  those  who  advocate  it 
ire  oily  bound  to  show  that  iu  duration  is  doabt- 
wL  At  10  early  period  of  the  session  he  beard  it 
Hom  more  than  one  quarfier  of  the  House  that  we 
*en  ia  a  slate  of  war.  If  acts  of  hostility  en  ooe 
*ide  without  resisuace  ea  the  other,  constitute 
gCBilemcB  were  correct ;  but  if  it  retires 
Mi  oalr  «itack  bot  vittleot  rcatstaBce  to  eoostitutc 
^  ««  are  not  at  war.  It  is  this  state  of  things 
("utever  may  be  its  appropriate  natna  or  chavae- 
^)  wkkh  couirains  ae  to  aappon  the  bill  v^m 
TMr  table,  ee  a  ncMwe  preparatory  to  meet  thai 
tveet  which  pfeamt  cireamnntee  bat  toe  fairly 
inwie.aadhe  wo«ld  say  that  if  mr  present  sit' 
viuoa  does  not  demand  measarea  for  defence,  ao- 
"wc  ifaori  of  aetual  hostilities  will  jastify  them. 

Mr.  H.  asked  what  was  the  nature  of  the  war 
5^  between  France  and  Oroit  Britaia  ;  was 
11 1  wir  of  blood  1  No.  Do  you  find  the  armies 
MiMbrilvereotscoiiiingincooflict?  No.  It  is 
Ibea  merely  a  war  <rf  commercial  interdiction, 
tod  wbile  France  feels  the  effects  of  British  orders 
or  council,  and  Eogland  those  of  French  decreei^ 
we  occapy  the  ground  which  subjeete  us  to  the 
iKwirt  of  both*  whMe  they  exptrieitea  the  loss 
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of  commercial  adTanterev,  by  their  oommeree  be- 
ing forced  from  its  oldchaBnels,  we  are  subject 
to  the  same  ioconvenieoee,  besides  the  positive 
ktn  of  property,  ship  and  cawo  ;  he  could  not  see 
a  single  avenue  throt^h  which  neutral  trade  could 
pass  with  safety,  for  if  you  «-e  touched  or  taken 
into  port  by  a  British  cruiser  and  afterwards  re- 
leased,  it  oaty  makes  your  case  complete  for  a 
French  court  to  decree  confiscatioQ  and  econv^rso; 
and  yet  both  these  Powers  affect  great  regard  for 
neutral  rights.  Mr.  H.  said  the  object  of  tbe  bel- 
Itgerents  in  adopting  their  present  laiquitoos  sys- 
tem, is  loo  glaring  to  escape  the  notice  even  of 
the  most  uadiaceraing,  that  of  torturing  us,  under 
professions  of  Mgard,  into  an  alliance  with  <me 
against  the  other.  A  etriet  neuiraUty  we  had 
wa^s  observed,  and  to  it  he  hoped  we  would  nn- 
deriatiogl^  adhere ;  he  wished  us  to  rely  npon  ovr 
own  eoeii^ies  and  resources.  He  would  never  con- 
sent to  place  the  destinies  of  this  eoontry  wfihin 
the  shadow  or  reach  of  that  ^reat  eollossal  power 
of  France,  which  never  raises  its  arm  withoat 
overturntog  a  throne,  and  whose  vestiges  through 
Republics  are  marked  vnth  the  destruction  of 
their  liberties;  nor  would  heAssociateioarms  the 
only  surviving  R-^ublic  in  the  worid  with  Great 
Bruain,  fioai  whom  our  forefathers  thought  it 
right  to  mike  an  eternal  separation,  aud  sano- 
tiooed  that  opiaion  by  a  revolution  which  cost  the 
best  blood  of  our  country  When  we  withdraw 
onr  oommeree  completely  from  the  ocean,  and 
leave  nothing  but  wanres  for  French  decrees  and 
British  orderaof  oonneil  to  prey  apon,  and  evioee 
Iw  this  procedure  our  (klerminaiion  not  to  parti- 
eipate  in  the  eonleet,  is  it  improbable  that  one  j>f 
those  great  and  enn^d  beltigercBts,  will  be  pro> 
voked  ny  disappoiotment  or  prompted  by  the  fore 
ofspoiltomakewarupon  us?  Butthegentlemnn 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolph)  says  that  neither 
France  nor  Great  Britain  can  threaten  us  with  a 
dangerous  invasion.  Mr.  H.  said,  if  neither  of 
those  Powers  ean,noiie  ever  will  he  able  loalartt 
us  by  iavasion  i  the  one  possessing  coosiderabie 
armies,  and  an  unexampled  maritime  force,  the 
Mher  poasesaing  if  not  the  most  numerous,  the 
most  efficient  land  force  the  world  ever  knew, 
managed  by  a  man  of  irresistible  efibrt  and  bomd- 
less  ambitioB.  Although  he  differed  very  wtdehr 
from  the  gentleman  on  this  point,  yet  be  wonld, 
when  eoaviaMd  of  his  enor,  yield  his  opinioa 
with  cheerfulness;  fat  it  waa  mnefa  mote  agm- 
%Ue  to  him  to  believa  the  n«tiaa  inneecssibn  to 
dangerous  attack,  than  liable  .to  invasim,  but  of 
this  he  was  stilt  to  be  convinced.  The  sitastioa 
of  the  country  to  this  moment  of  danger  and  np- 
[Hrehauiott  demands  that  we  should  mace  It  in  a 
pestare  of  defence  j  we  were  called  here  for  MmI 
purpose,  the  nation  look  for  it,  aod  will  be  sur- 
prised, if  not  irritated,  should  we  rise  without  do- 
inff  somethiag  to  prepare  them  to  meet  that  event, 
which  is  generally  believed  may  probably  spring 
out  of  the  present  state  of  things.  He  hoped  we 
would  not  put  at  hazard  the  safety  of  the  cows- 
try,  to  avoid  the  expenditure  of  money  which  yon 
have  heaped  in  your  Treasury.  The  injury  which 
might  be  doa«  to  New  Yoic  olooe,  in  one  weck^ 
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would  be  more  thaa  tbe  ezpease  of  ttiis  force  as 
loDff  as  you  may  probably  want  it ;  at  this  tirae 
a  few  sbips-of-the-lioe  could  lay  that  city,  the 
boast  of  our  couotry,  to  ashes,  or  under  contribu- 
tion ;  Norfolk,  Charleston,  and  many  other  com- 
mercial places,  not  much  leaa  valneraUe,- require 
your  attention. 

If  gentlemen  will  look  to  our  Western  frontier 
they  would  see  the  aecessity  of  fixing  xome  gar- 
risons to  aid  the  militia  in  the  creni  of  an  ladian 
war,  and  to  keep  posaearioo  of  aome  points  so  im- 
portant to  the  deienee  of  the  eoantry.  Mr.  H. 
•aid,  he  bellered  that  if  Detroit  iiad  been  given 
up  10  us  in  1783,  when  the  definitive  treaty  be- 
tween OS  and  Great  Britain  was  concluded,  it 
would  have  saved  the  lives  of  thousands,  aod  the 
western  settlements  and  population  would  have 
had  other  limits  than  those  which  they  now  have. 
You  find  that  the  Treaty  of  Greoville,  cooclo* 
ded  between  us  and  the  Indians,  in  1794,  has  been 
inviolably  observed  oo  their  part,  owing  to  British 
influence  beibg  withdrawn  or  counteracted  by  our 
possession  of  Detroit.  What  is  the  situation  now 
of  this  important  point  7  Almost  without  troops, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  a  Britisli  garrison,  into 
.which  they  have  lately,  as  we  hear,  thrown  a 
qonsiderabte  reinforcement  of  men.  But  the  same 
gentleman  from  Vir^fioia  says,  that- the  eircnn- 
stance  of  troops  being  thrown  into  the  British 
possessions  in  America,  u  a  proof  that  they  do 
not  intend  to  go  to  war  with  us ;  but  for  his  part, 
he  re^rded  it  as  evidence  of  very  different  views ; 
he  said  it  was  certainly  necessatf  to  send  troops 
enough  to  this  place  to  defend  it  against  sudden 
attack,  and  to  hold  it  at  all  events.  When  he 
spoke  of  sending  regular  troops  to  the  Western 
country,  he  meant  not  to  rely  upon  them  for  ac- 
tive service  in  repelling  the  atucks  which  might 
be  made  by  the  savages  upon  the  frontier  gene- 
rally, but  to  hold  those  important  points  we  now 
have,  which,  if  once  lost,  would  give  to  Qreat 
Britain  the  means  of  exciting  the  Indians  to  war, 
which  otherwise  she  might  not  bave.  If  gentle- 
men will  look  lower  down  the  Western  waters, 
they  will  find  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  npper 
Louisiana  presenting  an  ezunded  and  defenceless 
frontier,  exposed  to  inroads  from  Indian  nations, 
•ome  of  whom,  to  be.  sure,  wn  have  never  been 
nt  war  with,  but  might  be  excited  to  war  by  those 
means  which  never  fail  to  enlist  the  savage,  and 
which  (9reat  Britain  so  well  knows  how  W  em- 
ploy. If  we  adjourn  without  doing  something 
for  the  safety  and  protection  of  those  defenceless, 
citizens,  they  wilt,  and  justly  too,  complain  of 
your  neglect.  But,  sir,  turn  your  attention  to 
New  Orleans  for  a  moment,  and  when  I  conduct 
yon  to  that  point,  I  carry  with  me  the  anxiety 
and  first  interest  of  every  citizen  who  resides 
tipoD  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  The  posses- 
sion of  this  place  is  not  only  important,  bat  indis- 
pensable to  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  West- 
ern people,  and  ou^ht  not  to  be  at  hazard  one 
momenu  What  is  its  situation  t  In  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Havana,  where  a  large  force  is 
idwayskcp^  and  not  far  distant  from  other  8p«n- 
iiii  Mttlemuii^  wboae  force  eonU  ba  brooght  to 
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act  upon  it  without  difficulty  or  mvch  delay,  and 
almost  one  tbousaod  miles  from  those  parts 
the  Western  couotry  from  which  any  considerable 
force  could  be  taken;  this  place  ought  not  only 
to  be  suongly  fortified,  but  ought  to  nave  a  force 
which  at  all  times  would  be  able  to  maiatala 
possession,  wbich,  if  once  lost,  would  cost  the 
lives  of  thousands,  besides  your  millioosj  perhaps, 
lo  re^in.  Whether  we  look  to  war  with  GMat 
Britain  or  France,  it  is  equally  in  danger ;  if  with 
the  latter, ««  know  that  the  resoarces  of  Spam 
are  at  her  comtnand.  But  gentlemen  sajjr,  that 
the  militia  would  be  raised,  and  possession,  if  lori^ 
soon  recovered}  but  Mr.  U.«sked,  if  it  was  rea- 
sonable to  require  of  the  Western  militim  to  leave 
their  families  and  farms,  to  go  a  thousand  miles 
into  a  sickly  climate,  to  defend  or  regain  posses- 
sion of  a  place  wbich  it  was  equally  the  doty 
of  the  whole  United  States  to  protect  ?  That 
they  would  cheerfully  contribute  their  propor- 
tion of  men  and  money  is  not  to  be  doubted;  bat 
that  they  would  submit  to  the  whole  burden,  it 
was  unreasonable  to  expect.  Mr.  H.  observed,  that 
when  he  urged  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  be 
was  not  to  be  understood  as  wanting  confideaee 
in  the  militia,  it  was  upon' them  he  prioeipally 
relied  t  but  in  the  event  of  war  we  must  ban 
some  fortified  places,  aod  they  ou^ht  to  be  auia- 
tained  by  regular  troops.  Oamson  duty  was 
what  the  militia  would  perform  with  rdcetanee; 
if  they  are  employed,  it  ou^t  to  be  in  active  en- 
terprising service,  aoid  not  in  sweeping  or  defend- 
ing garrisoost  Mr.  H.  said,  he  should  certsialy 
rote  for  the  bill,  and  he  believed  that  the  oppose 
tion  oflEered  to  it  did  not  proceed  from  a  relne- 
tance  to  defend  the  couotry,  but  a  belief  that  such 
a  measure  as  this  bill  contemplates  was  not  called 
for  by  existing  eircumstanoes. 

Mr.  Troup  said,  that  after  the  very  etoqaeat 
and  patriotic  speech  of  his  friend  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Rahdolph,)  he  felt  it  doubly  incumbent  ot 
him  to  justify  the  vote  he  should  ^ive  byafev 
obsarvatioQs.  I  really  cannot,  said  he,  for  ay 
part  perceive,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virgioiai . 
that  a  bright  ^ospect  of  peace -has  sndoealT 
opened  upon  this  country.  My  views  of  things 
at  this  moment  arc  very  difibrent ;  it  reallf  seeflu 
to  nu  that  the  clouds  are  gathering  about  w 
darker  and  thieker  every  day.  It  most  be,  front 
the  nature  of  things,  eztreinely  difficult  to  detsP' 
mine  whether  we  shall  have  peace  orwar,  beeaaie 
that  event,  I  trust,  depends  on  powers  not  to  be 
controlled  by  us.  But,  boweva*  difficult  it  be  u 
determine  it,  what  security  bare  we  that  we  sbau 
not  be  attacked  7  Are  we  certain  that  an  asi  of 
hostility  against  this  country  will  ever  be  pr^ 
ceded  by  a  solemn  and  formal  deekration  of  war? 
No,  sir.  all  experience  is  against  it.  The  Spaoua 
frigates  were  atueked,  and  there  was  no  deeiM^ 
tion  of  war — nay,  they  were  attacked  in  the  miw 
of  negotiation  for  peace,  or  rather  in  the  midst  « 
friendly  negotiation ;  Copenhagen  was  atiaeked 
and  in  flames,  and  there  was  no  declaratim « 
war.  B«coUeet  wrhen  your  measare  of  erabtfgo 
begina  to  press  hard  upon  the  Britub  w>|M|<*) 
when  iirom  thM  salotuy  uewwc  the  enow* 
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we  Rdoeed  to  the  lest  extreme  of  wrefohedDen 
ttd  went,  ibe  tigress  wilt  stteek  yon  for  food  for 
ker  yooag ;  it  ts  not  nollkely  that  she  may  bteal 
vpon  yoo  in  the  dead  of  wght,  and  treat  yon  as  at 
IMi.  And  pray,  air,  wEat  security  have  you 
against  that  Power  which  a  geRUeman  from 
Booth  Carolina  (Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.)  to  ap- 
iropriateiy  called  the  tifrer?  What  security  bare 
yoo  against  France  t  Do  yon  exjtecl  to  sleep  in 
wofonod  traaqulllity  because  Bntain  iaterposes 
■etwees  yon  and  France  her  thoosand  ships  ?  It 
weald  be  idle  and  irrational  to  expect  it.  Yoa 
have  aa  instance  the  other  day  of  toe  Rochefort 
sqoadron  makiaig  its  my  in  the  fate  of  ihe  whole 
ftitish  uiTyt  nd  it  is  said  with  five  thousand 
troops  on  board,  who  might,  for  aoght  yoa  eonld 
have  done,  be  drawn  op  on  year  frontier. 

Bat  wbat  ia  to  be  done  ra  the  fwesent  erisii  of 
■Ami  U  the  nalion  to  rtmain  undefended 
■Mrely  because  genllenmi  entertain  prejudices 
acaiast  a  partieular  species  of  defence  ?  On  what 
fiinical  JoTce  will  yon  rely  for  defence  7  Yoa  can 
•■ly  ehoose  between  the  militia  end  a  siandiog 
mvy  ;  and  when,  the  other  day,  it  wss  proposea 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  class 
and  new-organize  the  railitia,  yoa  refused  to  do 
so.  And  it  is  welt  koowo  that  the  present  defeo- 
tire  system  of  militia,  in  oar  quarter  of  the  coao- 
try  at  least,  ia  good  for  nothiog.  No  man  has 
aore  confidence  in  the  militia  than  myself;  I 
eoBstder  them  the  greet  and  cheap  defence  of  the 
BUton  ;  but  yon  must  elass,  arm,  and  equip  them ; 
aadi,  when  it  is  so  armed,  classed,  and  equipped, 
■urge  this  country  of  that  refuse  of  humanity,  a 
Bnueb  fmetUm  and  a  Freneh  iaoiioiH-^f,  indeed, 
thete  be  any  aneh— and  your  militia  will  defend 
|M  agaisst  the  woiM. 

The  jealousy  of  standing  arnica  is  ohmelcris- 
tie  of  our  people ;  it  results  essentially  from  their 
habiisaad  political  institutioasj  but  this  jealousy 
CMStiag  ooly  in  tinacs  of  peaee,  in  a  season  of 
|MUie  danger,  always  soeeeeded  by  that  policy 
whieh  reposes  the  safety  of  the  natioa  in  aiscip- 
liae,  itt  habits  of  obedienee,  and  in  coocart  of  op- 
cntMB.  No  man  ever  eompiained  of  a  standing 
■my  when  his  coontry  was  inraded.  No  roan 
•aatplaiacd  of  a  standing  «nmy  during  the  Rere- 
Itfkm,  though  floany  eomplaiDed,  aaacauselessty 
•ompUiaed,  of  the  militia.  The  truth  v.,  that  the 
evil  of  standing  amaics  is  always  e^toally 
gwnsded  wbea  the  r^olnr  force  hears  a  rery 
'1  pfopofftion  to  the  armed  militia.  By  adopt- 
■eh  poliey,  by  so  proportioning  your  regular 
;  to  yoor  milma,  yoa  will  hare  nothing  to  do 
huiMeoflomaiidiiiolay  downitsafnuiand  itia 


Gmamataoeaa  render  it  neee«ary,  at  this  mo- 
men,  to  ereato  a  War  Bstablishucat,  not  so 
aadi  forthe  twpose  of  defence  against  inrasion, 
aa  eeeat,  perhaps,  not  ao  serioasljr  to  be  appre- 
hended, as  was  well  observed  by  my  friend  from 
VKfpam,  bat  to  preserre  peaee  by  preparing  for 
aar.  It  ia  at  thu  time,  and  under  such  ciroum< 
Mwees  aa  ihe  piaacat,  the  maiim  applies,  to  pre- 
iCTnc  pcaoa  or  arait  war,  yon  most  praparp  for 


Aa  to  confldenee  In  men,  under  whom  this 
fbree  is  to  be  wielded,  and  of  which  so  much  has 
been  said,  I  will  only  obserTe,  that  I  either  hare 
rery  great  confidence  or  no  confidence  at  all,  and 
a  sumeieocy  of  it,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  be- 
lieve that  it  wilt  be  neither  misdirected  nor  abus- 
ed ;  and  I  repose  this  confidence  the  more  readily, 
as  I  am  aware  the  Army  will  be  disbanded  with 
the  same  facility  it  has  been  created,  when  the 
occasion  for  it  ceases. 

Mr.  Shilie  said^  with  respect  to  standing  ar- 
mies, he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Virgi- 
nia ;  he  believed  them  dangerous  to  every  free 
coontry,  and  that  they  should  not  exist  but  when 
the  safety  of  the  country  required  it.  We  do  not 
difler  in  sentiment  on  this,  said  Mr.  B.,  but  we 
differ  materially  on  another  point.  The  gentle- 
man thinks  there  is  no  necessity  for  thematpre^ 
ent,  and  I  think  there  is  a  stronger  necessity  than 
ever  has  existed  since  ihe  Peace  of  1783.  It  is 
evident,  from  wbat  the  gentleman  himself  has 
told  you,  that  he  has  no  objection  to  a  standing 
force  whenever  that  force  becomes  necessary. 
That  the  gentleman  once  entertained  saeh  senti- 
ments, he  has  told  you  himself;  he  has  alluded 
to  the  eircurastanee ;  we  all  recollect  it.  We  find 
that,  the  session  before  the  last,  when  we  had 
some  little  differences  with  Spain,  when  our  ter- 
ritories were,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  invaded, 
though  in  truth  it  was  a  little  affair,  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  offered  this  resolution  : 

"  Setolved,  That  sach  nomber  of  troops,  not  exceed- 
ing — — ,  SI  the  Prerideot  of  the  United  Btstes  shall 
deem  sufficient  to  protect  the  SonAem  frontlets  of  Um 
United  8tate%  from  Spanidi  ilnoad  and  insott,  and  to 
diastisatha  same,  be  uume&tely  raised." 

Here,  then,  the  gentleman  himself  was  willing 
to  raise  a  regular  lorce,  for  the  purpose  of  chas- 
tising the  Spaniards— in  a  time  of  peace  with 
others,  and  while  negotiations  were  pending  widi 
Spain.  1  disapproved  of  it,  and  so  did  a  majority 
of  this  House,  and  it  was  not  adopted.  This 
shows  that  the  only  difference  of  opinion  between 
the  genilemao  and  myself,  is,  whether  at  that 
time  and  tbis  we  were  in  such  a  state  as  would 
justify  the  raising  a  regular  force.  Will  any  gen- 
tleman pretend  to  eompare  the  situation  of  our 
country  at  this  day;  and  at  that?  A  mere  lawyer 
oiriy,  aad  no  one  else,  would  say  that  what  hap- 
pened at  that  time  was  ao  serioos  aa  it  is  pretoid- 
ed.  Thegentleman  teHayoathathewasinikver 
of  a  reMlar  force  at  that  time,  beeanse  it  was  In- 
eonvanicnt  lor  the  militia  to  march  1  Was  it 
More  incottTenieat  at  that  time  than  it  is  novr? 
Not  at  all.  The  troth  is,  the  only  difieranee  of 
opinion  which  oau  rationally  aiist  ia  as  to  the 
number  now  to  be  raised.  , 

With  respect  to  the  number  proposed,  which 
the  gentleman  supposes  altogether  inadequate,  he 
should  b^r  it  in  mind  that  tbis  will  not  consti- 
tute our  whole  force.  In  case  of  invasion,  it  is 
upon  the  militia  that  we  must  depend  ehiefly;  but 
certainly  there  are  points  where  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  have  a  small  regular  force.  The  gentle- 
man has  exclaimed,  how  easy  it  would  he,  if  all 
this  force  was  ^eed  in  the  city  of  New  Yotfc, 
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fbr  tbe  Brilisli  to  lay  waste  that  city  !  Does  the 
Eeotlemaa  mean,  in  case  of  an  attack  upoD  New 
York,  to  give  it  up  without  a  straggle  j  If  not, 
for  Qod's  sake,  let  us  take  socae  aecessary  course 
to  enable  us  to  make  that  struggle.  I  coDxider 
that  tbe  situation  in  which  we  are  placed  requires 
this  force.  But  when  the  geoilemaa  talks  of  in- 
raMoa,  and  tells  us,  if  we  apprehend  such  ao 
ereot,  we  should  prepare  to  meet  it  io  a  very  dif- 
ferent manner,  I  answer,  that  we  wbh  to  put 
oaraeWes  in  a  situation  to  meet  eventa^  if  toey 
should  oecar.  Thegeotlemaa  from  Virgiuin  agrees 
that  we  are  in  no  great  danger  of  attack  from 
France.  Are  we  secure  with  respect  to  the  other? 
That  Great  Britain  may  aot  make  aa  attack  on 
our  seaports,  I  do  not  beliere ;  and,  when  we  are 
likely  to  get  into  conflict,  it  is  always  necessary 
to  consider  the  character  with  whom  weconieDa. 
It  has  already  been  said  that  the  Spanish  frigates 
were  attacked  without  a  declaration  of  war;  it  is 
tbe  common  practice  of  modern  times.  In  1755, 
Britain  destroyed  almost  tbe  whole  of  tbe  French 
trade,  without  a  declaration  of  war.  Coostaoti- 
□ople  was  at  peace,  and  she  bad  sent  a  Minister 
there,  to  induce  them  to  join  her  in  tbe  war  against 
France;  while  her  Minister  was  negotiating  there 
ahe  send*  her  fleet  up  tbe  Hellespont.  It  is  very 
fortooate  that  the  same  has  not  oappened  to  us ; 
and,  (hat  it  will  not  yet  happen,  I  am  very  doubt- 
fvd,  as  it  is  her  usual  practice.  Tbic  being  the 
common  usage,  then,  hare  we  any  security  that 
we  shall  not  share  the  common  fate'?  Besides, 
we  bare  information  that  a  certain  class  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain— the  Navy  department — 
thirst  for  war.  I  mention  lbi«,  to  show  that  we 
have  not  security  againu  their  wilt  to  do  it. 

With  respect  to  the  gentlemait's  observations 
in  regard  to  different  parties,  or  rather  to  tbe 
friends  of  the  two  beJligerpAt  nations,  I  regret  that 
tbey  hare  any  friends;  for  it  is  the  greatest  curse 
thet  coUtd  befal  us,  that  any  forewn  nation  should 
hare  inAueaceamong  us.  Theinnuence  of  France 
•r  of  England  is  c<|uaUy  ia^rious.  But  I  differ 
with  the  gentleman  that  it  u  in  fovor  of  France. 
I  eni^eai  that  I  hare  no  appreheniioD  that  France, 
ai&ee  its  Republican  form  of  Gorernment  baa 
bnen  destroyed,  could  have  maintained  any  influ* 
eaee  in  this  country ;  Ab  baa  ndwdy  here  to  pro- 
mote it  but  tbe  Ameriean  people  themselves,  from 
a  leooUeetien  of  her  past  services^  and  from  the 
•riginal  cause  of  her  ReTolutioB,and  aonseqaent 
Republican  institutions.  The  first  of  these  eausei 
is  long  since  worn  oat  j  and  can  aoy  RepuUiean 
of  this  country  feel  an-attachment  to  the  preaent 
Gorernment  of  France  t  Surely  not.  Where, 
then,  io  the  naBie  of  God,  can  any  influence  exi»t 
in  favor  of  France?  It  cannot  exist.  We  know, 
and  all  America  knows,  that  tbe  present  Admin- 
istration, and  particularly  the  highly  respectable 
ebanetcr  at  the  bead  of  it,  hare  been  accused  of 
a  prejadiee  in  favor  of  tJiat  nation.  Look  at  the 
Tohime  of  doeumenta  Inuly  kid  on  onr  table ; 
they  arc  «  tufficienl  asswer  to  the  obarca;  tbe 
American  people  will  now  aee  tbnUuth.  No  man 
ean  attempt  to  aay  (hat,  in  any  one  case,  there  has 
Uep  any  partiality  to  or  influeace  by  France. 


What  is  our  situatton  with  racnrd  to  the  other 
Power?  I  am  afraid  of  her  influence,  sinccnly 
afraid  of  it;  because  there  never  was  a  nation  on 
e^rth  io  a  situation  to  maintain  nn  infloeneefavov 
able  to  that  country  among  os  as  is  Great  Britaia. 
From  the  commercial  relations  of  her  citiieas, 
with  people  here,  from  our  speakisg  the  same  la»- 
guage,  and  tbe  iofluenee  tbey  possess  from  the 
number  of  agents  in  this  coantry,  they  hare  the 
means  of  influence  mwre  than  any  Mttton  I  «nr 
knew;  and,  anfortwiately,  they  do  pomess  k. 
When  I  say  this,  I  cannot  beliere  that  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Uzeouiive,  Judiciary,  or  any  bnnch«f 
tbe Qovernmeot.  would  sacrificeoar  ri^lstothat 
cation  or  any  other,  but  that  tbey  have  a  po>««^ 
fut  interest,  I  hare  no  douht.  Yet,  I  atiU  Micv* 
that  there  is  American  rirtuo  aumeient  to  pw 
serve  the  ioteresuof  this  nation}  and  I  hope  that 
when  any  occatim  calls  for  an  exertioo  of  tbe  en* 
ergy  of  the  Ameriean.  people,  we  shall  display  M 
unanimously, 

Mr.  Ramdolpb  begged  leave  to  state  a  Caet.  I 
did  not  choose,  said  be,  to  interrupt  the  gentlema 
from  Pennsylrania  in  his  observations,  bat  be  is 
totally  miittakeo  in  regard  to  a  most  mat^ial  fact 
At  the  time  ibe  tepon  was  presented,  recommend- 
iag  the  raising  oi  troops  to  chastise  tbe  Spanish 
insult,  so  ihr  irmn  a  aegoiiatioo  then  pcndiiig  be* 
I  ween  tbe  two  Ooremmaots.  the  very  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  fihateis  if  rcfimcd  to, 
wilt  show  that  a  complete  roplare  of  the  aegotia* 
tion  wiih  Spain  bad  eceoried,  and  of  the  dknc 
humiliating  charaetcr  to  na.  I  have  tboogbl 
prooer  to  slate  ihis,  lest  other  g«D«lensea,  uosiuig 
to  tne  known  inflaenee  of  the  gentleman  from 
Peonsylvania,  micht  be  led  into  a  mistake. 

Mr.  Smilib  said,  that  thera  waanso^sntioBrf 
the  negotiation  no  daubt ;  ic  bnA  not  been  bnken 
off*,  for  it  was  yet  continued. 

Mr.  Rnna,  of  Tennessee,  said  be  would  voiefsf 
tbe  pasMgc  of  tbe  hilL  He  obaerred  that,  to  fom 
an  opinion  of  the  suhjeat  under  eonsideratron,  be 
did  not  think  it  oeeesaary  to  revert  to  (be  bisMry 
of  Cwar  or  Pompey,  or  any  commandflr  af  a** 
li^uity.  That  he  Mt  as  great  aatipathy  agaiml 
any  nation  or  nations  who  inlcrrairlod  our  pn^ 
perity  as  any  geotkoMo,  hoi  would  doc  iaietm 
to  designate  them  hy  the  nam*  of  tiger,  or  asf 
other  bcaM  $  be  eowidered  all  aneh  epithets  on- 
dignifled  and  in^roper  to  ba  nsad,  o«co  if 
were  aeiodir  al  arar  with  any  of  t»Bse  natieofc 

The  very  eneileat  friend  of  tbe  gantleinM 
fn«i  Virgioia  has  said,  tbat-««  are  in  a  stale  « 
war.  If  the  authority  of  that  geotleuaan  it  tohe 
taken  aa  implicit  evidence  of  the  ket,  I  wiH  cgfM 
we  are  in  a  state  of  war.  But  I,  said  Mr.  I^ 
not  call  that  war  where  one  heats,  sad  tbe  otoff 
receives  it  unresistingly.  A  manreeeivtogabloW) 
and  not  rctaming  it,  saAtn,  indeed,  bat  it  is  bs 
fight.  Id  tbe  some  manner  w«  have  btco  ^>'*j'^ 
and  have  not  retaliated.  If  we  do  no  act 
tilhy  we  are  not  at  war.  When  I  «ot*»P^ 
the  necessity  evot  for  the  support  of  our  aeutiw- 
nr  to  show  that,  on  oeeaaoii,  wo  can  annimi » 
flbKhtin* pnatnn, it  ia  a  raasw with  mo  to loio 
favor  of  tbe  bill.  Mr.  B.  obaarrod  that, 
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bqtiimiii;  or  the  ienhni,  ha  eouttailf  had  been 
ia  hm  of  defensire  measurni,  became  he  wished 
theutiHHi  to  be  ia  that  slate  of  defence  by  which 
urbottile  attack  might  be  the  more  easily  re- 
■oei  The  beet  seeurity  against  attack  from 
mmn  Powers  is  to  give  them  saffieieot  reason 
tt  klieve  we  are  amply  prepared  to  receive  them, 
fill,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  has  beea  iatinoated  thai  we 
ire  iboat  to  spend  two  millioaa  of  dollaTs  by  rais- 
iB^iod  sapporting  the  troops  intended.  Admit 
it  to  be  to.  If  we  be  in  a  state  of  war,  as  some 
pmtlemen  intimate,  or  in  danger  of  beiag  in  a 
MMeof  war,  accwdingto  the  opraionof  otaern,  it 
•erttinly  is  more  pradent  to  be  prepared  for  any 
treat,  than  to  f(Ht>ear  and  do  notBing,  antil  an 
bfadiog  enemy  takes  possession  of  some  etrong 
post  wtiaia  our  limits.  lu  that  event,  it  may  cost 
tbelivaof  MHoe  Ihoosandsof  oorfellow-eitizess, 
lad  several  miUioM  id  dollars,  to  dislodge  and  ex- 
pel bin.  Not  lo  raise  the  troops  intended,  may 
eperaie  againac  the  economy  gentlemen  appear  ao 
Irieadly  to  at  the  hazard  of  safety.  Not  to  raise 
tbe  iioops  intended  may  eause  a  fwoftision  of  ex- 
pewe  ten  tiroea  greater  than  that  which  will  be 
eipeaded  on  the  object  of  this  bill.  Twenty  mil- 
lions  of  dollars  are  of  little  coasideratim  when 
eomparcd  with  the  preservaiioB  of  the  rights  of 
tlKDitienand  the  lives  o{  our  fellow'oitizens.  It 
ecrtsialy  is  better  to  be  at  tbe  expense  ef  mcmey, 
is  providing  precatttionary  measures,  than,  for 
want  of  them,  to  be  at  the  expense  of  blood.  If, 
eootTary  to  expectation,  the  troops  shall  not  be 
tcqaved,  they  may  soon  be  discharged,  aad  tbe 
apmse  will  not  be  great.  It  has  been  said  that, 
if  we  let  Qteat  Britain  alone,  she  will  not  tronble 
■a  That  expression,  said  Mr.  R.,  conveys  tomy 
■iadanplaaoddfsagreeaUe meaoisff.  Ilappeara 
to  ntiniis  that,  if  we  patiently  let  Qn»t  Britain 
gooassQsoai  lo  impress  aur  seamen,  to  capture 
sar  mefebant  vessels,  to  altaok  and  fire  oo  private 
*««el«,sod  the  armed  vessels  of  tbe  nation,  and 
deprive  oor  eitisens  of  their  lives  j  if  we  will  qat- 
nly  srtmit  to  enry  Indignity  aad  outrage  Qreat 
Briiaia  may,  ejwlauvely  of  ao  actaal  invasion, 
pvpeuate  oa  as;  if  we  will  forbear  to  de- 
nMD4  iadenMity  for  paat  injuries  and  reparation 
fccMit  wrongs ;  and  if  we  will  not  pursue  the 
■me  of  redtesa  hi  our  power,  then,  indeed,  it  may 
•aptesoBied  that  Oreat  Britain  will  not  actnally 
hkvadeasor  uonble  as  on  land.  Bin,  why  has 
MtQrett Britain  let  us  be  quiet  in  times  past? 
what  have  we  doae  to  warrant  her  in  atuckiog 
tar  Miritery  7  Oar  national  ship  was  our  territo- 
v&tteofdiDg  lo  her  own  decisions.  Argtiments 
«  kind  have  no  we^t.  OreatBritain  will 
Pot  aikeany  sueb  bai|[ain.   If  she  had  baendi*' 

to  have  done  it,  out  impressed  seamm 
veaUhiTe  been  restored  to  iheir  country ;  satis- 
Aatioafor  past  injuries  would  have  been  made, 
or  at  IcM  stipulated  to  be  made ;  and  reparation, 
ia  tbe  spirit  of  amity,  would  actually  hare  been 

arithovt  evasieo,  for  the  onjostifiable  attack 
M  the  Chesapeake  frigate.  It  is  greatly  to  be  de- 
■red  tbat  all  ifacae  jost  caosas.  of  semplaiat  were 
taiieaUy  removed.  Tbe  Unued  JStatca^l^ve  al- 
'**r*  ■MMifa^Mi  naaytiaoaaliyy  a.  di^Kuiticf^ 
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friendly  to  that  eflbet,  and  many  of  the  greAest 
and  best  men  of  Qreat  Britain  have  been  dedroot 
of' an  accommodation. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  had  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  militia,  but  he  would  refer  to  tbe  militia  them- 
selves,  whether  there  are  not  places,  impwiant 
places  within  the  United  Btates  and  territoriea 
thereof,  which  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  require 
a  division  of  ihem  to  march  to,  and  continue  aL 
for  any  considerable  period  of  time?  Prom  all 
parts  there  appears  to  be  one  voice,  deoUring  a 
firm  determination  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
nation,  at  the  risk  of  life  and  fortune.  The  ener- 
gies of  the  nation  are  su6lcient.  It  is  tiiue  tbat  a 
system  of  defence  required  bv  the  existing  state 
of  thiags  was  completed,  and  the  object  of  the 
bill  is  considered  by  me  a  part  of  that  system.  If, 
happily,  itshould  be  found,  hereafter,  .tnat  it  may 
nor  be  necessarr  to  continue  these  defennve  mn- 
inres,  there  will  then  be  sufficient  canst  to  rejoion 
that  the  United  Statea  hive  eseaped  being  acttH 
alhr  involved  in  a  war  which  afflicts  the  world, 
and  Uera  will  be  no  great  reason  to  r^ret  what 
expenses  may  have  accrued. 
,  Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLUBia  was  sorry  that  the  vote 
he  was  aboot  to  give,  as  it  appeared  that  he  shoald 
be  in  a  small  minority,  rendered  it  necessary  tbat 
he  should  offer  his  reasons  for  so  doing:  and  be 
was  tbe  more  sorry,  because  he  perceived  that  the 
minds  of  gentlemen  appeared  to  be  made  up,  not 
that  anything  which  he  could  say  could  have  in- 
fluence in  making  op  their  votes.  As  there  ap- 
pears to  be  a  general  spirit  of  liberality  prevailing 
on  all  sides  of  the  Hotue,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
considered  as  not  having  the  aame  otoeet  ta  view 
in  voting  aninst  it  as  those  have  Who  voted  for 
iL  Before  1  offer  ihy  reasons  for  voting  against 
the  bill,  I  will  make  an  observation  or  two  on 
what  dropped  from  the  gentleman  from  Tennea* 
see  in  relation  to  epithets.  Yes,  sir,  1  did  niako 
use  of  the  expressions  alluded  to,  and  do  believa 
them  correct.  I  am  a'illing  to  tell  this  nation, 
and  all  the  world,  that  I  denominated  Gh-eat  Brit" 
ain  a  shark,  and  Praace  a  tiger;  and  men  who 
can  reml  the  paper  this  morning,  and  not  feel  their 
blood  boil,  can  nave  no  American  feeling  in  tbem. 
Talk  about  war !  and  you  need  not  go  back  to  the 
attack  on  the  Ctiesapeake~Mr.  Erskine's  nota 
contains  enough ;  tbe  gentleman  was  obliged  by 
bis  Qoremment  to  address  onr  (Government,  and 
plainly  tell  us  that  we  are  eonsidered  either  as 
fools  or  knaves.  I  speak  the  feelings  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  I  speak  them  from  no  other  in- 
dncement  than  love  of  my  ooontry,  and  I  speak 
them  on  this  floor  in  preference  to  speaking  them 
anywboe  else.  The  British  Proelamation  and 
Orders  of  Conneil  are  explained,  commented  oo, 
and  in  a  manner  which  considers  tu  as  reduced 
lo  a  state  vassalage,  and  shall  1,  ia  the  heat  (rf 
debate,  be  eoosiderad  incorrect  in  iodulgiog  in 
anything  like  intempereDce  of  expression  T  What 
is  the  effect  of  the  British  Orders  of  Council  t 
Will  gentlemen  point  out  in  what  they  diftr  from 
placingus  in  a  odooial  state?  The  monstrooa 
woven  wings  of  Qreat  Britain  are  spread  over  the 
srhok  ocean  to  oairy  the  eenmerce  of  the  woiid 
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to  her  own  poru.  What  commwe  have  we  with 
•oy  part  of  the  world  exempt  from  their  Orders 
of  Council  but  the  ports  of  the  Baltic?  None. 
And  why  that  exception  in  our  favor?  Great 
Briltia  is  cut  off  from  her  naval  supplies,  and 
cannot  get  them  anvwbere  but  from  Russia  and 
America,  and  do  where  at  the  present  dajr  but 
through  American  vess^s.  la  not  this  sufficient 
eause  to  ezche  our  passions?  It  is  astoaisbtBg  to 
me  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  is 
osuall/  so  warm,  'should  now  be  so  cool. 

I  will  vote  against  this  bill,  and  for  this  reumi 
•mong  others :  I  believe  it  is  IneompelcBt  to  a 
eertato  object,  if  that  obi«el  -ia  io  Tiewj  and  not 
•eeessarjr  if  that  object  is  not  in  view.  I  do  be- 
lieve that  the  slate  of  peace  or  war  in  which  this 
Bonntrjr  is  to  continvei,  depends  upon  herself}  and 
my  object  is  to  adopt  a  system  of  policy  that  shall 
•bcanilOTinand  oonsistent  with  itself.  I  never  knew 
«  half-way  measure  which  did  any  good,  and  it 
atrikes  me  that  your  6,000  men  will  have  the  same 
effect  as  your  oon  imporiatioo  law.  It  is  not 
proper  for  peace,  or  competent  to  war,  because,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  said,  it  is  incom- 
petent to  the  defence  of  any  one  point  on  which 
the  enemy  could  act.  Will  gentlem«Q  recoJlect 
the  astonishioff  difference  betweeo  a  Power  acting 
«n  Naval  Esublishments  and  the  defence  neces- 
eary  oo  land?  Will  gentlemen  ulk  about  6,000 
men,  when  Copenhagen  was  laid  in  ashes  with  a 
defeaee  (tf  a  moeh  greater  number?  Will  they 
talk  about  it  when  tourteen  sail-of-the-line  sailed 
up  the  Dardanelles  tn  triumph  ?  I  em  for  pursu- 
ing steadily  one  course  or  another.  I  have  no 
hwilation  to  say,  that  before  all  the  doeumenti 
were  laid  before  us,  I  was  for  war  with  Great 
Britain ;  for  expiating  blood  with  blood,  and  I 
would  have  gone  any  length  to  do  it.  I  would, 
«t  least,  have  done  that  to  which  we  are  compe- 
teat ;  I  would  have  rooted  the  British  name  from 
the  continent ;  but  now  I  am  more  satisfied  that 
a  neutral  position  ought  strictly,  justly,  and  rigid- 
Ir,  to  be  maintained.  You  want  no  troops  to  do 
taat.  It  is  imnoesible  to  believe  that  Great  Brit- 
ain will  lop  on  bet  best  Kmb.to  injure  you.  It  is 
jmposaible  to  believe  that  she  will  atuck  yon  fur- 
ther than  abe  has  done  already  by  eoaapelung  you 
to  aubmit  to  bet  eoBtncrcial  regalaiions.  She 
miil  keep  off;  she  wiU  not  eome  upon  your  soil 
if  you  will  keep  off  from  ber^a.  Conmcrcial  reg- 
■ulatiens  are  not  to  be  met  by  6;000  men ;  thu  have, 
-atnee  the  23d  of  December,  a  measure  foiug  home 
to  her ;  a  greater  evil  to  her  in  her  West  India 
Islands  than  50,000  men.  Her  commercial  re- 
strictions will  be  removed ;  they  must,  or  they 
'will  sacrifice  the  West  Indies.  She  must  do 
more ;  she  most  risk  a  commotion  of  her  own  peo- 
ple. You  have  taken  away  her  whole  trade,  car- 
ried on  by  your  vessels  and  by  artificial  means. 
Seep  on  the  embargo  and  she  will  lose  them; 
they  will  be  gone;  fhe  cannot  subsist  without 
Ton.   WiU  Great  Britain  sacrifice  a  trade  which 

K'  Ida  her  ooenbird  of  her  whole  customs ;  a  mar- 
whieh  in  ordinary  times  conumes  fifteen  rail- 
iiona,  and  increasing  in  a  degree  unexampled? 
What,  den,  wiU  jwa  do  wHh  6,090  Iim|m'?  If 
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the  House  determine,  however,  not  to  maiatua 
this  course,  let  us  take  up  the  other.  If  it  isexp^ 
dient  and  proper,  let  us  go  to  war;  let  ns  do  it  is 
earnest;  not  talk  of  six  thousand  troops,  bat  of 
fifiv  thousand.  Noneof  yoordrfensive  meaiares; 
tbey  are  worse  than  nothing;  let  us  make  ifaca 
oppressive  by  making  them  offensive.  This  half* 
way  measure  never  will  do,  never  has  doa^any 
good,  nor  can  any  gentleman  show  where  a  half- 
way measure  ever  did. 

Gentlemen  say,  we  have  takoi  a  posttioa,  aad 
shall  we  not  maintain  it?  A  frmt  many  sash 

StsiiionB  hnve  been  taken.  If  w«  mn  atroek,  tks 
Dw  eauBot  be  rapdled  by  ^OOO  men.  If  yon 
were  to  mount  them  on  the  wings  of  the  wwd, 
and- arm  them  with  the  artillery  of  Heavee,  iktrj 
would  not  be  competent  to  their  iateDded  panose. 

Mr.  W.  ALaTON  believed  the  ideas  of  the  sm* 
tlemao  from  South  Can^na  oo  the  subject  of  oot 
foreign  retatiooa  to  be  pretty  correct ;  bat  it  wsi 
impossible  to  reconcile  the  gentleman's  vote  with 
the  noble  sentiments  which  he  had  expressed. 
The  gentlenaan  asks, "  what  we  will  do  with  these 
6,000  troops?"  If  he  had  listened  to  the  obserra* 
tioDs  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  wooU 
not  have  had  occasion  to  ask  the  question.  That 
gentleman's  reasons  wereso  eoneluaive  that  1  shsU 
not  add  to  tbem.  I  can  tell  the  gentleBaa  froai 
South  Carolina  another  pnrpoae  tot  w^ek  ihey 
may  be  of  use.  Let  him  look  at  the  graal  seaport 
town  in  his  ovni  State,  aad  he  will  see  oeeasioe 
sufficient  for  a  few  of  tbem ;  aad  I  hope  a  portfoa 
of  them  will  be  destined  to  that  plaee;  Laok  at 
the  large  sums  of  money  already  appropriated 
for  arms  and  ammunition,  a  considerable  part  of 
which  will  no  doubt  be  depOMted  at  Cbaiuiuw. 
Look,  also,  to  other  poinu  at  which  they  nay  be 
deposited,  and  then  look  at  the  regolar  foree  of 
the  country,  aad  see  whether  they  are  saffisieBt 
to  resist  the  crew  of  a  single  fri^te.  They  an 
not,  nr ;  they  are  destined  to  parttotdar  qwts,sad 
hardly  eapaUe  of  keeping  together.  I  aever  did 
believe,  ingeniwis  as  I  know  thaigeatlemaa  to 
that  he  could  have  proved,  fran  any  deoaiaen 
oo  your  taUe,  that  the  noa-importauoa  law  was 
a  half-way  or  weak  measure.  The  very  eoattaty 
will  be  fonnd  to  be  the  apinioaot  foieiffB  Chvofr 
meats,  and  of  our  Minutets  ateoad*  Althaafa 
the  honorable  gentleman  waa  oppwad  to  tkit 
measure.  I  rather  auppoaa  ha  oaanot  prodaet  a 
shigle  doenment  to  onow  that  it  was  a  half-waf 
measure,  or  so  considered  by  forego  aation^  m 
the  contrary  is  ib«  (wnt.  When  gentkmen  pos- 
sessed of  the  aoble  seotineats  of  that  gentkmss 
tab  upon  themsdves  to  find  ftult  with  the  was- 
nres  taken  for  the  defence  of  the  GeveramcntI 
should  have  expected  that  thev  would,  ia  the 
course  of  the  ibor  or  fire  moalaa  that  we  bavt 
beea  ia  sessitm,  have  laid  on  the  table  some  plaa, 
some  system  of  defence,  which  they  would  oars 
wished  to  be  pursued;  hut  none  such  has  beea 
proposed,  except  that  of  arming  the  militia,  whin 
is  in  itself  so  futile,  that  it  would  be  laaghedattf 
attempted  to  be  carried  immediaiciy  iato  eieet^ 
Thegeatleman's  blood  boils  at  theontragtmw 
maeommitied  on  our  aaTaragDiy)  ia  eoaseqamie 
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ot  the  ituck  upon  the  Cbesapotke,  tad  he  vas 
mij  tod  williog  when  we  appeared  here,  to 
hire  tacrificed  bU  blood  in  defeooeof  the  aaiioD. 
Buuyibiog  turosd  up  since  to  leswa  bU  ardor? 
Butwfle  documeot  beeo  read  tp  you  to  show 
idttposiuon  ni  that  Gorerament  to  do  you  jus- 
tiee?  Ii  it  worth  while  to  brio^to  bis  miad  the 
Uteoptat,  or  pretence  of,  oegoiiation,  io  the  City 
of  WaibiagtoQ  7  Is  there  a  inaD  in  the  natioQ  who 
hu  ooe  drop  of  Amerioaa  blood  in  him  who  will 
mj  that  oar  QoTernment  libould  have  withdrawn 
the  proclamatioo  7  That  we,  the  injured  ptirty, 
ihoud,  in  the  first  iasuoce,  ask  pardon  of  the 
i|Qresiorfor  the  insult  he  bas  offered  ua  as  pre- 
IwuurjrtoBegottationforatoaemeDt?  Assured- 
hrnot;  and  in  this  point  alone  ean  I  riew  it. 
WhcreTore,  then,  this  change  in  tbe  genUaou** 
pnlioeati  1   la  mine  there  ia  none. 

Mr.  Tatlob  nid,  it  vaa  strange  that  the  rai- 
«Hu  wbieb  actuated  geaiiemeo  on  both  sides  of 
ihit  qoestion,  appeared  to  be  the  sane,  and  yet 
the  rsbU  so  different.  He  eould  not  but  believe 
thit  the  good  of  our  country  was  the  loaia,  the 
sole  object  of  all.  In  the  means  to  be  adopted  Ibr 
ihu  great  object  we  differ:  this  difference,  there- 
lote,i(m  not, cannot  imply,  that  either  the  one 
«  the  other  of  us  are  less  actuated  by  lauflabte 
Botires.  I  confess  that  I  accorded  with  tbe  feel* 
iagsofmy  colleague  (Mr.  D.  R.  Williams)  when 
fint  I  came  here ;  what  eieated  the  change  on  bis 
■iadbad  its  opecatioo  on  mine  also.  I  now  say, 
AitjAltboogh  in  my  opinion  it  would  then  hare 
hm  masDuiiiiuMis  in  onr  Goreroment,  and  al- 
Ihoogk  there  was  ample  csDie  to  justify  us  to  the 
■atioo,  f  for  we  eoold  look  naway,  weoould  point 
to  M  subject  of  complatDt  against  (3f eat  Brttain 
u  which  there  was  not  soffieieat  grounds  for  war,) 
i  wf  that,  although  uoder  all  the  eireamstaaees 
which  isaposed  tnen»elves  on  our  eonsideration, 
it  vaoU  have  been  magaanimous  and  digatfied 
uuio  hare  declared  war  .against  (his  l^wer; 
yei,  BOW  I  am  free  to  declare,  that  such  a  course 
WoiUd  not  be  proper.  This  ohaoge  of  opioion 
aii  been  produced  pn  my  miad  by  the  letter  of 
(he  Bitoister  of  Exterior  Relations  in  France, 
CkMpagay,  to  our  Minister  at  Paris.  That  act 
vbieh  would  hare  been  spontaneous  ia  us  then, 
veald  DOW  be  eonstrwed,  and  would,  in  fact,  be 
^BUljr  considered  as  a  Euecambiog  and  passire 
wwaee  to  that  Power,  by  which  our  opponents 
am  so  often  and  so  erxoneously  ebarged  us  with 
MH|g  led  and  impelled.  It  ia  not  neeessary  for 
«w  TiBdieatioa  that  X  should  say  that  the  tbreau 
H  aaaatioa  on  earth  can,  or  ou^ht  to,  dtire  the 
Mwrieaas  iate  any  measure^  which,  In  their  hon- 
^  iodgmeat,  they  coodemo.  Thus  the  orders  of 
the  long  sad  Council  of  Great  Britain  for  grnsp- 
tag  It  the  monopoly  of  the  trade  of  tbe  whole 
wwU;  (bus  tbe  deliberate  legi^Iaiiaa  of  the  Brit- 
uh  Padiament  for  the  taiation  of  neutral,  iode- 
P^ihUbi  utions — of  our  owo  nation,  which,  when 
Ja  embryo,  they  bad  failed  in  their  attempts  to 
tax;  tlias  these  orders,  which  nerer  can  be  sub- 
wtted  to  by  as  while  we  claim  to  be  an  inde- 
pwdeat  natioa,  and  which  I  would  pledge  myself 
to  resist  at  the  ezpeoae  of  the  last  drop  of  Aiotf  i- 
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can  blood,  are  not  now  sufficient  nkoti  res  (althoiigh 
justifiable  causes)  for  our  declaring  wa^  against 
that  nation  :  Because  it  is  plainly  iaferrible  that 
tbe  French  Emperor  has  ordered  uato  go  to  war 
with  this  nation.  I  hold  your  ressels  and  ca>- 
goes  io  sequestration,  (another  word  for  conden- 
oation,)  to  be  released,  (that  is,  redeemed.)  on 
the  condition  of  your  bemg  at  war  with  Great 
Britain.  Sir,  such  a  redempiioo  as  this  would 
be  worse  than  an  expiation  on  th.e  rack.  It  would 
be  mean  and  degrading.  On  the  other  hand,  not 
to  go  back  to  the  loog-unsetded  account  of  ta^ 
ries  done  to  pur  oation  by  Great  Brtuio,  her  Mibt 
ister,  Mr.  Er&kine,  has  in  a  very  polite  and  friend- 
ly manoer,  told  us  that  his  Qorcrament  has  laid 
toe  scourge  od  us  ;  that  we  may  scourge  our  oedU 
neighbor,  or^  more  properly,  as  a  puushmaat  for 
oar  not  harmg  done  so  before  she  asked  it.  Cm 
it  be  thought  strange  that,  io  this  dilemma,  wa 
choose  to  disobey  hew  these  mandates,  and  traat 
to  operatioos  deiensire  against  both ;  to  await  the 
effect  of  oar  embargo,  which  my  colleague  baa 
said  is  operatiag  so  powerfully  upon  both  natiwrf 
But  I  am  not  for  waiting,  with  folded-up  armi^ 
for  this  effect;  and,  altboogh  I  cannot  answec  tha 
opposers  of  this  bill,  whether  the  troops  are  to  ha 
raised  as  an  addition  to  our  Peace  Gstablishment, 
(if  the  present  state  of  things  might  authorixa 
ua  to  call  any  establishment  by  that  name,)  or 
whether  it  is  a  War  EstablisbmcDt ;  yeC  coa- 
rinced  of  the  necessity  of  such  a  measure,  I  shall 
rote  for  the  bill.  It  will  be  for  the  opweseoia  oC 
our  nation  to  gire  the  anamr  the  gentttBun  aak 
for. 

In  the  vote  I  shall  gire  I  shall  be  gorernad  by 
the  circnmsUQccs  of  the  ease,  as  well  as  ihejrwho 
hare  said  that  they  will  TOte  diffitrenliy.  What 
are  the  circumstaaoes  ?  It  has  been  conceded  that 
the  nation  who  can  most  etsily  annoy  as,  has  tha 
loclioatioo  to  do  it,  if  she  dare  so  to  do.  Great 
Britain  koows,  the  world  knows,  that  this  natioB 
is  the  only  ooe  on  earth  which  rivals  her  in  com- 
merce. That  our  commerce  has  been  growiag 
with  astonishing  rapidity.  That  tbisoommeroc  for 
the  most  part  is  stable,  dependent  upon  no  ebangca 
in  HUirope  or  Asia;  unlike  that  which  the  Vcaa- 
tiaus  lost  by  the  discovery  of  the  passage  to  the 
East  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope^  unlike  that  foe 
which  there  has  of  late  been  so  jealous  a  contest 
at  the  head  of  the  Mediterranean  and  tbe  head  oi 
the  Red  Sea,  the  objects  of  which  are  huQted 
after  ia  the  fnur  quarten  of  the  earth.  Can  ia 
not  faetitious,  aad  dependent  upon  others ;  it  da^ 
peods  upon  ourselves  and  grorre  out  tha  aoH. 
The  variety  of  the  climate,  the  riohaeas  of  tlw 
soil  in  the  ample  bosom  of  our  eontioeat  pawa 
forth  productioDs  the  moet  raluaUe,  tbe  most  a^ 
cessary  for  the  eoasumption  of  every  nation  oa 
tbe  globe.  These  productions  inereasa  with  onr 
popiuatioa,  our  population  doubles  for  erery  twe*- 
ty-three  or  twenty-four  years,  imd  our  commetaa 
grows  still  more  rapidly  by  the  enterprise  aad  ia- 
dusiry  of  our  citizens.  These  coasideraiions  heap 
alire  the  rsocor  of  former  times,  these  stir  ap 
the  fell  envy  4>f  the  present  day.  From  henaa 
have  proceeded  tJu  spoliations  of  the  last  twcli* 
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jmn  I  Heoee  the  impmsment  and  enslaving  of 
oar  aeamen— hence  the  cry  of  maritinie  rights 
which  has  been  kept  Dp  in  that  nation,  and  the 
4eidarations  of  iheir  politicians  that  ihey  would  go 
down  with  the  last  plank  sooner  than  yield  these 
pretended  rights — that  their  national  existence 
depended  opon  the  power  of  minnin^  their  fleets, 
and  yet  white  they  were  actually  robbing  our  mer- 
ehantmaa  of  our  citizens,  they  were  discharging 
the  supernumeraries  of  (heir  own  seamen  from 
their  fleet.  From  hence  proceeded  tberesirtctions 
on  the  colonial  carrying  trade,  and  ihe  objections 
tbey  have  made  against  it,  as  being  tikely  to 
enrich  their  enemies  b^  keeping  up  a  market  for 
their  tocked-up  productions ;  and  yet,  both  in  this 
ud  in  all  former  wars  for  Any  years  post,  this  oa- 
tion  haseooniTed  at  the  illicit  trade  carried  on  by 
Its  merchants  with  the  Spanish  Main,  thereby  af- 
fording to  the  enemy  the  very  accommodation 
Which  they  are  so  fearful  we  should  also  afford 
them. 

From  thin  sonrce  too  have  the  late  blockading 
decrees  or  orders  of  coonctl  proceeded.  Was  it  to 
dictress  her  enemies,  that  our  direct  intercourse  to 
them  WIS  prohibited  7  Was  It  to  prevent  supplies 
to  ihem  t  No,  sir,  they  have  not  even  attempted 
to  cover  this  with  the  thinnest  veil  of  artifice.  It 
ia  not  to  prevent  the  trade  to  France,  but  to  rob 
ns  of  a  moiety  of  the  value  in  most  of  the  colonial 
articles,  and  most  certainly  a  moiety  of  the  value 
of  the  greatest  article  of  export  from  our  own 
ooantry  ;  I  mean  the  duty  of  9d.  per  lb.  on  cotton 
permitted  to  be  reahipped  from  England  to  France. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  licenses  which  the  misera- 
ble American  is  compelled  to  pay  for,  for  the 
priril^e  of  pursuing  his  voyage  afterihelosssQa* 
tniaed  by  the  plunder  levied  on  him  by  way  of 
datr  and  the  loss  la  a  circuitous  voyage  made 
wkler  eompalsion,  and  the  detentions^  delays,  and 
eipenses  incurred  against  his  will  ra  a  British 
port. 

It  was  not  granting  much  for  the  opponents  of 
the  bill  to  say  this  nation  bad  the  inclination  to 
injare  as ;  and  now  that  we  have  fora  lime  with- 
drawn our  commerce  fcom  the  ocean,  and  thereby 
withdrawn  the  supplies  to  her  and  to  her  West 
India  colonies,  which  sheabsolutety  stands  in  need 

is  it  probable,  that  nnder  the  increased  irrita- 
tion, under  the  inconveniences  and  deprivations 
brought  upon  ber  by  this  measure  of  self-defence 
and  sdf-preservatioii,  that  her  malice  will  sleep? 
Ske  has  reeeaily  had  a  fleet  on  our  CMSt ;  she 
hn  lately  reinforced  her  army  in  Canada  and 
Nova  Scotia.  The  intrigues  of  ber  agents  with 
the  Indians  on  oar  frontier,  alluded  to  by  the  gen- 
tlenan  from  Kentucky,  have  a  squinting  at  some- 
thing more  than  mere  defensive  operations. 

Does  the  view  brighten  when  we  look  at  another 
point  in  our  political  horizon?  France  is  not 
opnimercial.but  she  is  nevertheless  resentful.  The 
•xistence  of  this  Oovernment  in  its  present  form 
is  the  severest  satire  against  the  present  order  of 
things.  She  has  not  of  late  years  been  accustomed 
to  be  disobeyed  in  the  mandates  she  has  issued  to 
other  nations.  We  have  in  our  embargo  sbowo 
»  wfitit  of  rcustanee,  which  has  been  felt  by  her 
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and  her  dependeneies.  The  high  price  of  oar 
produce  and  the  other  articles  in  thi«  country  here- 
tofore  afforded  her  by  our  neutral  commerce ;  the 
actual  scarcity,  almost  approaching  to  fnmine, 
which  now  exists  in  ber  newly  conquered  conn- 
try.  Portugal,  cannot  have  a  very  soothing  effect 
on  the  mind  of  the  man  who  rules  her  destinv; 
nor  can  his  good  nature  have  been  increased  Dy 
ifaenianlyand  re|iublican-like  remonstrance,  which 
our  Minister  has  made  to  that  Governmenton  the 
subject  of  some  of  her  condemnations  of  our  nrop- 
erty.  Our  growing  importance  in  the  scale  of 
nations,  the  manner  of  our  increase,  cannot  be  a 
pleasant  subject  of  contemplation  to  her;  we  grow 
in  strength  and  wealth  bjr  peopling  the  uniobab- 
ited  desert,  she  by  desisting  the  iohabhed  coua- 
triea  she  conquers. 

There  it  aaoiher  subject  to  which  the  sensations 
of  that  whole  natioo  are  alive — Louisiana  hasin- 
fatuated  every  people  who  have  ever  had  ihepos' 
session  of  it.  France  has  possessed  it  more  than 
once.  The  American  Oovernment,  in  a  Incky 
hour  for  us,  found  her  in  want  of  the  means  of 
carrying  on  her  wars.  For  our  fifteen  millioDs, 
for  a  mere  mess  of  pottage,  she  had  parted  with 
her  birth-right,  she  has  given  up  the  outlet,  tbe 
key  to  the  most  fertile  country  in  the  world.  It 
has  been  reserved  for  our  happy  country  to  resltze 
the  conceptions  heretofore  formed  on  ihissubject 
by  the  most  enthusiastic,  tbe  most  vivid  iinagi- 
nation.  These  realities  were  created  and  arenow 
creating  by  the  settlements  made  in  oar  Upp«r 
Egvpi,  on  the  Mooonnhela,  tbe  Ohio,  the  Keo- 
tucky  and  Camberland  rivers.  Not  many  years 
have  rolled  over  our  beads,  it  is  bat  a  tale  of  oar 
own  times;  It  excited  wonder  in  the  listeniiw 
bearer,  that  Colonel  Boon  had  penetrated  tbe  wil- 
derness of  tbe  West — that  he  bad  found  a  land  of 
fatness.  I  believe  he  still  lives  to  see  the  wonders 
that  have  been  wrought  in  that  land.  That  eoaa- 
try  which  was  then  inhabited  by  the  beasts  of  the 
forest  and  men  more  wild,  now  contains  nea^  a 
million  and  a  half  of  civilized  population.  le^ 
sir,  the  country  west  of  the  All^iaay  ridge,  aad 
watered  by  the  streams  of  the  Mississippi,  now 
contains  half  as  many  people  as  our  whole  Unioa 
contained  at  the  commencement  of  our  Revolu- 
tion. What  a  fulcrum  has  Bonaparte  given  np, 
in  the  little  island  of  New  Orleans  1  there  to  rest 
his  pris^  to  move,  to  agitate,  to  distract,  and  (m 
some  wrclebca  have  supposed)  to  divide  oar  na- 
tion. If  he  has  the  iasatiable  thirst  far  conqaest 
which  the  very  opposera  of  this  bill  have  dte 
laid  us  be  has,  think  you  that  this  delighlfal  spot 
has  lost  all  its  charms  to  him  ?  The  protraeuon 
of  tbe  seiilementof  our  differences  vrith  Spain, 
attributed  to  his  influence  on  that  Poarer,  but  too 
plainly  shows  that  it  has  not.  His  blockading 
decrees,  his  utter  disregard  to  the  treaties  now  so^ 
sistiag  between  the  French  nation  and  ourselves, 
thecondemnation  and  sequestration  ofonrproperir 
under  these  decrees,  show  too  plainly  that  fnena- 
sbip,  that  fair  dealing  and  justice,  is  not  to  be  ez* 
pected  from  that  quarter.  These  words  are  now 
exploded  from  the  laws  of  nations,  from  the  voet- 
butary  of  national  intcreoune. 
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Tbn>  hare  I  ukeo  a  cursory  view  of  the  coa- 
dact,  of  the  iDOtives  aod  spriogs  of  actioo  of  these 
two  natloos,  not  for  the  purpose  of  heaplDg  ud- 
nerited  ceasore  upon  them,  (I  wish  to  God  they 
wonld  Mfler  us  to  praiae  them,)  bat  offairly  sta- 
ting how  the  case  stands  with  us,  what  the  eir- 
camstances  are  on  which  we  are  now  to  judge  of 
die  propriety  of  the  present  proposed  measure. 
But,  under  all  these  circumstances,  and  with  all 
these  motiTes,  say  the  oppoaers  of  the  bill,  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  6f  these  nations  dare  attack 
as ;  neither  of  them  can  spare  the  force,  can  afford 
the  means  of  doin^  it;  that  they  have  eeough  to 
do  to  contend  against  one  aoother.  With  respeet 
to  Qteat  Britain,  such  might  bare  been  the  rea- 
soning of  the  Danes,  when  the  confederation 
ngaiost  Prance  on  the  Contioent  was  in  its  last 
gasp,  and  when  the  land  in  the  ocean  might  with 
ceruiniy  calculate  to  be  left  to  contend  with  her 
Antagonist  and  alt  her  dependencies,  embracing 
nlmosi  all  Earope,  alone,  single-handed  ;  such  a 
tim^  it  might  reasonably  be  supposed,  was  not  a 
time  for  making  a  new  enemy,  and  yet  that  was 
the  Tery  crisis  when  Copenhagen  was  sacked  and 
pluadered.  New  York  holds  oat  alluremenl*  for 
ploader  as  strong  as  those  of  that  iU-fated  city  ; 
other  of  our  seaport  towns  would  afford  a  prize 
to  m  maraudisg  foe.  Her  fleets  are  always  ready 
forthe  purpose  of  attack;  her  10,000  men  in  Nora 
Scotia  can  be  tmiuported  ia  a  week  or  ten  days 
to  any  part  of  our  coast,  and  jet  there  is  no  dan- 
ger  !  I  have  intentionally  omitted  tosay  anything 
of  the  attack  od  the  Chesapeake,  it  was  an  unau- 
thorized attack,  the  Government  has  disarowed 
il— allowing  this  to  be  the  case,  yet  the  same  li- 
ceDtions  and  diobolical  spirit  which  induced  un- 
authorized iodiridoaU  to  attack  our  frigate,  might 
induce  them  to  attack  our  cities,  aod  if  they  had 
to  fear  the  same  punishment  which  is  likely  to,^e 
inflicted  on  them  for  their  flagitious  act,  they 
might  safely  make  a  coasting  royage  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plunder  from  port  to  port  from  one  end  of 
tlw  etmtinenl  to  the  other.  Of  the  invasion  of 
any  of  the  Atlantic  States  with  a  view  to  con- 
^tiest,  I  have  no  apprehension.  In  this  I  concur 
with  ihe  opponents  of  the  bill — it  is  against  ao- 
tJiorized  or  nnanthorized  freebooters,  that  I  wish 
the  troops  to  be  raised.  We  have  in  this  session 
of  Congress  appropriated  one  million  of  dollars 
for  the  erection  of  fortifioaiiona;  the  expenditures 
of  former  years  amount  to  rery  large  sums ;  these 
fortificatioQs  in  almost  every  instance  are  erected 
and  erecting  on  detached  commamiiDg  points  at 
tke  entreoce  of  the  harbors  they  are  designed  to 
protect  i  cannon  and  military  stores  are  there  de- 
insited.  Do  the  opposers  to  this  bill  propose  to 
aaan  these  forts  with  the  militia  7  No — it  is  ac- 
kiMiwlcdged  on  all  hands  that  the  militia  are  un- 
sailed  for  garrison  duty;  or  are  they  to  be  left 
unprotected,  aa  sirong-hokfo  erected  and  well  filled 
with  warlike  stores,  to  be  taken  pouession  of  by 
the  first  comer,  and  to  be  turned  against  the  cities 
aod  towns  they  wern  meant  to  protect?  We  who 
voted  the  appropriation  for  fortifications,  if  we 
foosali  coosisientljN  if  we  constilt  what  was  then 
deemed  the  good  uf  the  nation,  dare  set  refuse  to 
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man  them  io  the  way  proposed  by  this  bill.  The 
important  point  of  New  Orleans  can  be  defended 
io  no  way  but  by  a  regular  force.  It  is  hereoaly 
that  I  apprehend  an  attack  from  France— the 
Spanish  provinces  on  the  East,  touching,  fnterseo- 
ting  our  poMessions  on  the  great  river,  are  not  so 
far,  but  that  a  hostile  force  has  already  beendrawm 
from  them  end  appeared  in  hoatila  array  m^oat 
ust  those  to  the  Soath  may  also  be  eul«l  oar 
neighbors.  The  man  who  saitb  to  one  iiatioD,ga 
and  be  goeih,  to  another  come,  and  he  comeih, 
could  at  a  word  stir  un  an  attack  from  this  quar- 
ter, not  to  be  resisted  by  the  present  military  foree 
of  both  regulars  and  militia  we  hare  in  that  terri- 
tory ;  nor  has  thei^and  of  New  Orleans  lesseharnis 
to  the  monopolising  nation  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  channel  than  it  has  to  France.  It  is  here  the 
onset  will  be  made,  if  made  at  all,  for  conquest. 
Shall  we  leave  it  defenceless  and  unprotected,  b^ 
cause  gentlemen  tell  us,  and  tell  ns  truly,  of  the 
inviocible  militia  of  Kentucky,  removed  a  thou- 
sand miles  from  ijie  scene  of  action?  Shall  we 
wait  to  have  this  territwy  wrested  from  us,  that 
we  may  have  the  glorr  of  leeonquariag  it  ?  Bnl  it 
is  well  known  tlut  the  climate  is  snob  that  the 
Kentudtians  would  not  require  a  foe  to  thin  their 
camp,  the  fevers  of  that  country  would  but  too 
noon  do  it.  Tbegrand  depots  for  the  produce  and 
for  the  commerce  of  South  Carolina  and  Qecvgia. 
Cbarleelon  and  Savannah,  are  similarly  sttuatea 
with  New  Orleans;  the  thick  while  population  of 
these  two  States  lie  more  than  one  hundred  mites 
back;  ia  ihe autumnal  season  it  would  be  more 
dangerous  than  a  forlorn  hope  to  our  baokwooda- 
men  to  be  ordered  down  for  the  defence  of  tltfse 
places.  Both  these  places  military  men  say  arc 
defensible  with  a  moderate  foree.  I  want  that 
force  to  be  there  stationed,  seasoned  to  the  climat^ 
and  kept  io  readiness  while  these  perilous  tiataa 
last.  But  it  is'urged  against  the  bill  that  iheac 
6.000  are  not  mough,  that  whea  divided  among 
the  difflirent  porta  and  harben  on  oor  coast,  ihef 
will  present  no  effective  foree  at  any  point  of  ac» 
tack;  andbecauseweare  moderate  in  oaricqacsti^ 
because  we  ask  for  1  title,  they  would  give  us  ooae  ^ 
hut  this  force  proposed  to  be  raised  with  tbeadditioa 
of  the  Peace  Mstablisbmeot  wilt  amount  to  10,000 
men.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  R.) 
has  said  that  the  proportion  to  each  city  or  town 
would  not  be  equal  to  the  efleeiive  militia  of  su^ 

E laces  respectively.  The  gentleman  commenced 
is  observations  by  giving  os  one  of  the  axioms 
of  Euclid.  I  will  not  go  so  deep  in  mathematiea. 
[  will  take  the  first  rule  in  arithmetic.  When 
two  numbers  are  added  together,  the  aggregate 
will  be  greater  than  the  one  or  the  other  of  the 
two  numbers  first  given  ;  or,  not  to  be  too  learned, 
that  two  and  two  makes  four.  Thos  if  the  regu- 
lar force  applied  to  the  defence  of  any  city  be 
equal  to  the  force  oi  militia  in  that  idace,  the  tf- 
fective  power  of  resistance  will  «  course '  ha 
doubled.  Tbisisonr  sntem;  we  do  not,  no  more 
than  the  opposers  of  this  bill,  give  up  the  defesee 
of  our  eonatry  by  militia,  we  claim  to  be  as  nuch 
the  adrooates  of  the  militia  system  as  they  are. 
We  only  wish  to  reinforce  the  expesvd  poinla  of 
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attack,  to  make  these  10.000,  appoiated  and  prop- 
erly dirided,  the  adraoee  picked  guard  to  tbe  800,- 

000  freemei^  citizea-soldiera  in  the  great  earo|>  trf" 
the  Htion,  to  make  tbeie  positions  the  rallying 
somia;  pbeesof  reodeTous  for  oar  militia,  an  has 
been  well  obacrred  by  my  worthy  friend  from 
North  Carolina. 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  of  the  danger  of 
atanding  armies}  if  I  could  believe  that  there  was 
the  least  danger  to  tbe  liberties  of  800,000  or  oim 
million  of  freemen  b^  tbe  force  now  to  be  raised, 

1  should  think  very  little  of  toy  eoontry,  I  sbould 
think  it  deMrred  not  the  liberty  itenjoyed.  But, 
air,  tbe  whole  nation  would  laugh  at  such  fears  as 
these,  they  well  know  how  groundless  these  fears 
are;  they  are  as  absurd  at  would  be  the  man,  who 
because  by  a  fpark  lighting  on  his  hand,  it  was 
demonstaied  that  fire  would  ourn,  and  therefore  he 
would  fly  to  the  frigid  zone  and  cover  himself 
te  iee  and  snow—or  that  became  hia  great  ffrand- 
lather  waa  drowned,  he  should  be  affected  with 
av  el^il  hydroprobia.  With  respect toeeonomy 

«  I  bare  bat  one  word  to  say  and  I  have  done— 1 
ebeerfuUy-lean  the  B&iioa  to  judge  whether  it 
will  not  Mcheaper  to  defend  your  cities  and  towns, 
the  depots  of  the  greatest  part  of  our  wealth,  from 

£ under,  rapine,  and  conquest,  than  to  reconquer 
em  after  they  have  been  sacked  and  destroyed, 
aflter  wealth  snfllcient  to  maintain  ten  such  ar- 
mies  as  the  one  proposed  has  been  wrested  from 
Us  and  transported  acrMs  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  Q.tTiNCT. — It  is  not  my  inteniiou  to  emulate 
tbe  zeal  of  those  gentlemen,  who' advocate  this 
bill  upon  tbe  principle  that  it  is  an  aug^mentaiion 
of  military  force  called  for  by  the  national  crisis 
and  worthy  of  it.  But  as  in  the  vote  I  am  about  to 
give  I  ahail  coincide  with  many  from  whom  it  is 
vaoally  my  lot  to  differ,  and  be  in  opposition  to 
tome  with  whom  it  is  often  my  pride  aod  pleas- 
me  to  aeite,  I  ahatl  very  concisely  auigo  the 
Masons  whicn  influence  my  mind. 

lam  astoDished  that  to  tbe  raising  of  only  six 
dnuuind  men  so  much  popular  machinery  should 
be  thought  reqnisite  b^  tbe  friends  of  this  bill. 
The  insults  and  injuries  of  Gkeat  Britain,  the 
menacing  aspect  of  France,  our  national  honor, 
our  safety,  our  indepeadeoce,  have  all  been  made 
pleas  and  apologies  for  the  proposed  additional 
militar]^  force — these  six  thousand  men  1  We 
have  witnessed  no  ordinary  expenditure  of  patri- 
otic declamation,  and  no  loconsiderable  exertion 
of  resolute  zeal,  to  screw  tbe  courage  of  tbe  ma- 
jority up  to  the  "sticking  place,"  in  a  vote  for  six 
(bonsand  men!  The  labor  has  no  conformity 
nHtb  the  object.  Tbe  means  are  wholly  dispro- 
portionate to  the  end.  Theargnmeotsand  warmth 
4^  gentlenten  compared  with  their  immediate  pur- 
pose is  a  resemblance  of  nothing  w  mveb  as  that 
Mpresentation  of  the  poet,  of  "  Oeean  into  tempest 
wrought,  to  waft  a  feather,  or  to  drown  a  fly." 
Do  gentlemen  really  deem  it  necessary  on  the 
anestion  of  sach  augmentation  of  our  force,  as 
thai  now  contemplated,  to  utter  studied  invectives 
^lainst  one  or  both  of  those  bellrgereats  who  so 
eraelly  interfere  with  our  rights'?  Is  this  a  force 
fertiieir  paiMittent,  orforoar  proicetion  against 
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them?  Is  it  wise  that  these  nations  should  con- 
sider themselves  the  objects  of  such  a  levy?  Fot 
mysdf  t  should  deeply  lament  if  either  eftbeM 
great  Ftfwers  could,  for  one  moment,  deem  that 
this  was  the  lireparation  we  were  about  to  make 
for  such  a  contest ;  that  this  aras,  at  such  a  ertsi^ 
thevcale  and  estimate  of  tbe  national  defenee; 
that  in  eontemplation  of  war,  with  one,  or  with 
both  of  those  empires,  which  almost  divide  tba 
globe,  this  was  the  bulwark  of  independeaee  wa 
were  about  to  raise.  I  tthould  blush  for  myeona- 
tty  if  with  such  a  preparation  as  this,  it  could  ex* 
ppct  seriously  an  attack  from  either  of  those  Ra- 
tions, or  to  ascait  either  of  then.  I  should  tremble 
for  its  hopes,  if  such  as  these  were  its  exeriiost 
in  real  anticipation  of  a  struggle,  for  whatever  it 
valuable  or  dear  to  man.  Though  I  join  in  vote 
with  the  advocates  of  this  bill,  I  am  not  coincident 
with  them  in  my  reason  for  it.  As  a  defeBce 
against  Prance  or  Great  Britain,  I  plaee  very 
little  reliance  on  a  force  of  aii  thousand  nen. 
Tbe  general  state  of  the  country,  the  eztenl  of 
our  seaeoast  and  froBtler  lines,  the  nnmber  of  oat 
military  posts  and  of  our  fortifications,  are  myi*- 
dueemcnts  to  soi^ort  this  bill,  and  not  the  partie* 
utar  national  exigency,  to  which  it  has,  if  aay, 
only  a  remote  reference- 
But  it  is  objected  that  this  is  an  aogmeDtition 
of  our  MiKiary  Peace  Establishment;  and  that 
Ibis  is  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace ;  and  that 
a  standing  army  has  been  in  all  limes  the  bine  of 
liberty.  This  has  opened  a  wide  field,  which  ku 
been  occupied  with  great  powers  of  argnmcat  and 
eloquence.  If anygentleman  eall  it  an  augmcota- 
tion  of  our  Milinrv  Peace  Esisblishment,  heii 
at  liberty  to  do  it.  The  name  affects  not  tbe  nb* 
stance.  But  the  designation  expressed  in  the  biH 
seems  to  me  much  more  appropriate.  It  ii  ti 
"addition  to  our  military  force."  It  has  Bolbuig 
permanent  in  its  nature  j  the  enlistment  is  bet  Ibr 
five  years;  subject  at  any  time  lo  the  vepeal  of 
Congress— and  every  two  years,  under  the  limili* 
tion  of  army  appropriations  prescribed  by  ike  i 
Constitution,  must  pass  the  ordeal  of  this  Houm. 
The  terrors  so  vividly  expressed  of  a  siandiv 
army  seem  to  be  not  justified  by  tbe  number  of 
llie  augmented  force,  nor  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill.  An  army  is  an  instrument.  Ii  is  necessary 
to  be  used.  It  is  liable  to  be  abused.  What  it 
the  dictate  of  wisdom  in  relation  to  it?  Not  lo 
forego  the  advantage  of  the  use  of  the  instrument 
out  of  fear  of  danger  from  its  abuse;  but  so  le 
limit  its  nature  at  the  time  of  its  formation,  as 
far  as  human  foresight  extends,  as  never  to  exceed 
its  legitimate  purpose.  This  security  ezistsin  the 
otter  ineomneteniey  of  the  nnmber  to  effect  asjr 
project  hostile  to  the  liberties  of  such  a  natioa  as 
this,  and  also  in  tbe  general  provisions  of  the  law 
and  the  Consttlution,  which  pats  it  in  the  power 
of  Congress  to  disband  tbe  force  when  it  plettes, 
and  every  two  years  into  the  power  of  this  House, 
by  refusing  apprdpriktions,  to  ecmpet  its  diao> 
lution. 

Bat  it  is  said  this  is  a  precedent;  it  is  but  Ibe 
beginning;  an  entering  wedge;  iu  augmeniaiioB 
will  be  progrcseive;  we  shall  never  ne  eMc  I* 
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ftmuwh  it.  I  eoDfess  I  caanot  realize  the  force 
of  these  suggesttoDs.  Tliev  seem  to  me  to  be 
ftnodrd  OD  rd  opinioa  not  jost  to  ourselves  or  to 
tkH  people.  If  the  experience  nhatl  show  that 
lUinree  it  more  than  tbe  sute  of- the  country 
R^etrea,  what  motive  Congrew  cao  hare  not  to 
meal,  and  if  the  other  branehea  should  think 
oiMrwiie,  what  motive  this  Hoase  can  have  not 
tt  eiereise  ita  power  of  refosiag  appropriations^ 
ud  redveiDff  it  at  the  end  of  two  yean,  I  caonot 
nufiDe.  Nor  ean  I  see  the  difficulty  of  such  a 
■etrore.  We  shall  not  have,  I  trust,  hereafter, 
\m  virtne  than  we  have  now,  nor  will  those  who 
succeed  us  bare  probably  less  than  we.  And 
ihoQld  any  undae  influence  operate,  we  are  in  the 
haads  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  if  we 
abuse  ifanr  coofideaee,  they  can  and  will  transfer 
it  to  mtD  more  worthy.  This  is  a  rational  groand 
ofsecerity  af^inst  the  iofltience  of  precedents ;  it 
is  also  a  Constitutional  security. 

I  CBDDOt  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
giaia  (Mr.  Randolph)  that  the  labors  of  ibis 
amy  will  be  wholly  useless  to  the  United  States 
iacasepeace  sfaoutd eontinne.  We  have  military 
inns  woieb  it  is  necessary  to  guard  j  every  one 
of  them  it  is  important  to  streostben ;  many  of 
ibem  to  enlarge.  We  have  fortiffeatioos  to  erect 
Id  working  on  these  fortiBcatious  the  best  and 
■est  economical  labor  is  that  performed  by  sol- 
*»T8.  They  are  onirersally  so  employed  in  the 
gmiaooi  in  Europe.  In  the  intervals  between 
MiKtary  exercise  they  labor  on  the  forts ;  they  lay 
down  their  muskeis  to  assume  the  rpatle.  Dis- 
kibaied  along  our  coasts,  they  would  not  be  idle; 
their  indosiry  would  not  only  be  applied  to  learn- 
ifig  the  dtsctpliue  of  the  camp,  but  might  also  be 
tmptoyed  to  the  best  advantage  on  work  perma- 
anitly  ben^eial,  and  such  as  other  laborers  at 
bMer  wages  must  be  paid  for  erecting. 

The  course  my  mind  has  pursued  in  attaining 
to  the  determtontlon  of  voting  for  this  bill  b  very 
Mmple  and  obvious.  The  question  1  ask  is,  wbe- 
Iher  the  present  military  force  of  tbeUoited  States, 
(tha  Peace  Establishment  at  it  is  called,)  is  suffi- 
eieat  for  the  exigencies  and  state  of  the  country  1 
This  force  now  consists  of  about  three  thousand 
BKB.  It  is  impossible  for  me  not  to  answer  ihnt 
it  is  iDiofficienc  to  our  general  exigencies  in  the 

S reseat  lUte  of  America  and  of  the  world.  With 
Fteea  hundred  miles  of  seacoasr,  with  frontier 
Koes  of  still  greater  length,  with  forty  or  fil^y 
ports,  fortificatioos,  and  military  posts  to  put  in 
preparation  of  defence  and  to  guard,  I  can  have 
Hheriiation  that  it  is  wise  to  increase  our  mili- 
force.  Considering  ihe  unexampled  state  of 
Kwtm,  tod  that  the  sword  is  now  the  sole  arbi- 
ter oiri^t,  I  should  not  fulfil  my  sense  of  dutf  to 
^waotry  did  I  oppose  such  en  augmentatioD. 
^Hieibe  degree  of  increase  I  have  had  also  some 
■iffinihiet.  Three  orfonr  thousand  men  in  addt- 
liOB  to  the  present  ettaUishment,  to  as  to  make 
ibewhole  iHimber  six  or  tereo  thousand,  my  own 
jodptent  would  prefer.  The  increase  by  this 
till  will  raise  the  whole  force  to  something  less 
than  ten  thousand  men 1  do  not  believe  that  pre- 
Titwie^  next  teaMn,  onlett  dangen  more  im- 


mediately urgent  should  impend,  that  this  force 
can  be  organized.  And  I  should  prefer  to  author- 
ize a  smaller  force,  and  have  it  complete  in  a 
course  of  discipline  and  labor,  than  a  larger  tp 
remain  imperfect  and  unorganized.  My  opinion 
also  incltoeito  the  belief  that  cavalry  in  our  prea* 
ent  situation  is  iu>t  an  eligible  pan  of  the  estate 
Ushment.  But  in  these  opinions  I  am  obliged  to 
yield  to  those  of  men  of  military  experience,  in 
whom  I  bare  justly  great  confidence.  Indeed, 
when  my  mind  is  once  convinced  that  an  aug- 
mentation is  necessary,  tbe  opinion  of  the  public 
responsible  officers  has,  at  I  think  it  correct  it 
should,  great  weight  with  me  in  deciding  the 
number  and  species  of  the  force  to  be  raised.  If 
the  augmentation  proposed  be  not  excessive;  if  it 
be  such  that  there  is  no  rational  ground  to  fear 
that  it  can  become  dangerous  to  our  liberties  and 
independence,  it  is  an  honest  and  wise  error  to 
lean  towards  the  side  of  preparation  rather  than 
towards  its  opposite.  Believing  an  aiiguuiotation 
of  our  military  force  necessary,  I  will  not  oppose 
the  bill  because  it  does  not  precisely  agree  with 
my  speculative  opinions  on  a  subject,  with  which 
i  cannot  pretend  to  be  conversant,  and  on  which 
I  have  only  very  general  information. 

Mr.  Lton  gave  his  reasons  for  voting  for  tba 
bill.  He  wished  itdistincily  to  be  understood  that 
be  did  not  vote  for  this  bill  because  he  approved 
of  other  measures  of  tbe  Administration;  for  he 
retained  tbe  same  opiotoo  of  them  as  he  had  ever 
done.  He  then  made  some  observations  in  rela- 
tion to  the  embargo.  Some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
think  that  if  no  embargo  existed,  the  decrees  and 
orders  of  the  belligerents  would  destroy  all  com- 
merce ;  but  he  said  that  upon  examiaaiion  he 
found  that  oat  of  one  hundred  and  eight  millions 
of  our  commerce,  thirty  were  not  interdicied.  He 
thought  it  was  a  curious  mode  of  retaliation  for 
injury  to  thmth  ourselves,  and  expressed  an  opin- 
ion that  in  the  course  of  the  late  negotiation  the 
President  odght  to  have  withdrawn  the  proclanu- 
tion  interdicting  Britbh  vessels  from  our  waters. 

Mr.  Macox  observed  that  he  had  not  intended 
to  have  said  a  word  on  the  present  question,  and 
that  he  should  have  persevered  in  that  intention, 
bad  not  allusions  been  made  by  a  genileman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolpb)  to  what  had  been  done 
in  (be  year  1798— a  gentleman  whom  be  much 
respected, and  he  believed  the  sentimentof  respect 
was  perfectly  reciprocated.  A  sincere  desire  to 
retain  ii,  (which  be  well  knew  could  only  be  done 
by  pursuing  bis  own  judgment,  and  a  conscien- 
tious discharge  of  hia  duty,)  had  induced  him  to 
state  the  reasons,  in  as  few  words  as  possible,  which 
would  govern  bis  vote;  and  the  vote  would  be 
preci.tely  contrary  to  that  which  had  beeq  given 
m  1798;  and  it  was  clear  that  this  was  nut- pro- 
duced by  a  departure  from  principle  on  his  par^ 
bnt  by  an  entire  change  in  the  slate  of  oor  foreign 
affairs  now  and  then.  There  is,  said  he,  no  anal- 
ogy between  the  present  crisis  and  tbat  of  1798. 
I  regret  to  be  obliged  to  make  tbe  observation.  I 
mean  no  reflection  on  any  one  or  any  party  by  if. 
But  then  we  seemed  to  try  to  provoke  a  war — in 
ftkct  we  were  the  attacking  party ;  now,  we  hare 
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been  atttcked.  The  attack  oa  the  Chesapeake  is 

QOt  disputed.  KotwiihstaDdingr  this,  I  do  not  he- 
lieve  that  we  shall  have  any  serious  iova&ioa :  yet 
it  is  certainly  probable,  after  what  has  taken  place, 
that  attempts  may  be  made  to  attack  some  of  our 
towDs,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  contributions  on 
(hem.   Under  this  impression  fshall  act. 

Il  has  often  beeo  stated  lo  the  House  that  it  had 
been  said  we  were  at  war.  If  this  was  meant  to 
apply  to  mc,  it  must  have  proceeded  from  misun- 
der;«tandiDg  what  I  said.  I  did  not  say  we  were 
at  war;  but  1  did  say,  jo  an  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, that  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  as 
mucQ  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  as  the 
attack  on  Copenhagen,  and  I  now  repeat  it.  If  it 
was  not,  I  wiU  thank  any  gentleman  lo  show  the 
difference — nay,  I  will  thank  any  one  to  tell  the 
House  what  is  now  the  actual  state  of  things  be- 
tween Uk  and  Great  Britain,  or  even  between  us 
and  France.  The  difficulties  are  unquestionably 
much  greater  now  than  when  we  came  to  this 

Elace.  Whot  is  the  state  of  things?  I  again  ask. 
I  itwar,or  is  it  peace?  or  is  it  neither  peace  nor 
war?  or  will  gentlemen  say  that  it  is  a  sort  of 
quid  war?  I  mean  no  reflection  on  any  political 
party  in  the  nation  by  this  term ;  but  I  am  uncom- 
monly anxious  to  know  what  is  the  real  slate  of 
things  between  us  and  the  two  great  belligerent 
Powers  of  Europe.  Every  document  which  has 
been  published  by  the  House  evidently  shows  their 
unfriendly  dispositions  towards  us,  and  they  may 
be  said  (o  include  at  this  time  all  the  civilized 
World.  One  of  them  cannot  easily  approach  us; 
the  other  may,  and  she  may  come  as  unexpectedly 
as  she  went  to  Copenhagen  or  Constantinople.  It 
will  not  be  saying  too  miicb^  to  say  that  we  are 
not  on  quite  so  good  terms  with  the  English  now, 
as  the  Danes  and  Turks  were  when  tneir  cities 
were  attacked.  In  the  present  state  of  the  civil- 
ized world,  and  our  relation  with  the  two  great 
Powers  before-mentioned,  what  may  we  not  ex- 
pect, from  what  has  been  done  to  other  unoffend- 
ing nations?  I  know  perfectly  well  that  the  Brit- 
ish Government  has  disclaimed  the  attack  on  the 
frigate  Chesapeake,  but  has  reparation  been  made 
for  the  attack  by  tnat  Government,  or  has  a  sin- 
gle officer  concerned  in  it  been  punished?  No, 
air;  neither  has  been  done,  and  I  doubt  whether 
either  ever  will  be  done,  loelieved  when  I  came 
here  that  oo  reparation  would  be  made,  and  I 
believe  it  now,  unless,  circumstances  should  com- 
pel it. 

With  respect  to  the  six  thousand  men  who  are 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  I  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  declaring  that  1  agree  with  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that  thef  are 
not  enough  for  oflensive  war.  They  are  ooi,  I 
presume,  mtended  for  that  purpose;  but  they  are 
enough  to  render  ^eat  service  about  the  cities,  if 
they  should  be  attacked.  It  is  for  this  I  apprehend 
they  are  wanted,  and  they  are  enough  to  make  a 
rallying  point  at  every  place  where  an  attack  may 
be  made.  They  will  afibrd  a  place,  let  the  dan- 
ger be  ever  so  sudden,  where  every  man  may  go 
to  defend  his  home.  It  is  of  much  importance  to 
have  such  a  place;  without  it,  there  muatbegreai 


difficulty,  and  perplexity.  In  fact,  the  having  the 
spot  fixed, where  a  fewmen  are  known  to  be, and 
they  prepared  for  action,  will  encourage  all  to  join 
them.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  if  is  possi* 
ble  tlie  raising  these  men  may  turn  out  to  be  use- 
less, and  that  the  money  which  will  be  expended 
might  as  well  be  thrown  away.  As  to  the  naeie 
putting  them  in  fortificaiions,  fur  the  sake  of  hav- 
ing them  there  when  no  danger  was  expected,  that 
would  be  worse  than  useless.  But  is  it  probable  . 
that  they  will  be  useless?  This,  each  member 
must  determine  for  himself.  Is  it  not  more  likelv 
now,  under  existing  circumstances,  that  we  shall 
be  attacked,  than  it  was  last  Sunmer  that  the 
Chesapeake  would  beaiucked?  or  have  wa  less 
reason  to  expect  it  than  Copenhagen  or  Constao- 
tiuople  bad?   I  wish  we  had. 

As  to  the  idea  of  defending  any  oae  place  with 
its  portion  of  the  troops  to  tie  raised,  il  cannot  be 
entertained  by  any  man,  tbpugh  they  will  he  very 
valuable  in  the  view  that  has  been  taken  of  them 
a»  a  rallying  point. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
the  great  political  changes  which  have  been  lately 
made  in  it, especially  within  the  last  twelve  months, 
what  may  not  be  expected  from  the  two  great 
beilieereot  Powers?  I  regret,  sir,  that  I  cannot 
speak  of  them  with  the  same  complacency  at  the 
genltemao  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Rh£A.)  Look 
St  tlie-documents  made  public  la^t  Saturday !  Od« 
says  you  shall  go  through  her  country  with  Tonr 
produce — in  fact,  that  she  will  tax  you — and  the 
other  that  she  considers  you  an  associate  Power 
in  the  war  which  she  ia  now  carrying  oa,  and 
holds  your  property  until  she  knows  your  deter- 
mination. I  am  opposed  to  these  acts  of  theirs, 
and  also  opposed  to  becoming  either  tributary  to 
England  or  an  associate  with  France,  and  have  no 
prriiality  to  either  of  them.  As  to  the  expecu- 
tioo  of  obtaining  justice  from  them  by  trrany, 
nothing  can  be  more  futile.  You  have  tried  it— 
and  you  have  tried  it  with  the  best  talents  of  the 
nation — and  what  have  you  got  by  the  attempt? 
Nothing.  Your  Ministers  are  only  beggars,  and 
they  have  not  got  anything  by  begging;  and  if 
you  had  the  best  negotiators  that  ever  lived,  while 
one  possessed  the  sea  and  the  other  the  land, your 
Degotiatioos  would  be  of  no  avail.  It  is  true,  that 
on  paper  they  show  beyond  contradiction  the  jos* 
lice  of  your  claim,  and  the  injustice  of  their  prc- 
lennons ;  but  force,  and  not  reason,  is  their  rule 
to  decide  questions  between  nations— both  have 
levied  contributions  on  every  place  which  thw 
power  could  reach.  Can  we  believe,  after  what 
we  have  seen  and  heard,  that  they  will  spare  u^ 
or  that  we  shall  be  so  highly  favored  that  they  «iU 
permit  us  to  escape,  after  they  shall  have  ua  wUbin 
their  grasp  ?  I  wish  I  could  believe  they  would, 
but  I  cannot;  and  I  very  much  question  whether, 
at  any  lime,  either  would  feel  an  inclloatioo  to 
prevent  the  other  from  attacking  us,  much  as  the| 
hale  each  other.  Judging  from  their  aciioastjf 
not  unfair  to  presume  that  they  do  not  Kgara"* 
more  than  they  do  each  other,  •  j  ii 

I It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  troops  if  raised  Vi" 
cost  about  two  miUion  of  dollars  a  year;  thuisa 
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icrioiu«oD»ideffkiioD,  but  it  tKigbt  not  to  be  the 
mIt  eonaideratioD.  Is  not  tbe  daofrer  to  be  ap- 
pTFtieDdetl  to  some  part  of  the  nitioo  equalljr  seri- 
ouf  b' there  not  cause  to  apprehend  danger  to 
tbe  towns,  vhere  large  qoaotities  o{  money  are 
eoUceted  in  the  baDki^  and  where  immense  qaaa- 
^ci  of  coDittry  prodnce  are  colleeled  for  ezporia- 
tioal  It  seemi  to  me  to  be  impossible  that  any 
■Mcao  be  serious  when  he  talks  about  repelliag 
an  aatml  iarasion  bjr  a  stroog  force,  with  the 
mt»  proposed  to  be  raised.  I  consider  ihem  as  io- 
lended,  as  has  been  stated,  uily  asraltying  points, 
to  which  every  man  who  possesses  true  petnotism, 
or  what  1  call  whiggery,  may  repair,  whenever 
an  enemy  shall  appear.  But  for  the  main  de- 
fence tbe  nation  must  be  armed,  and  the  militia 
elasaed  aecording  to  age.  It  is  tbe  young  men  of 
Pfmnee  that  hare  made  her  armies  invincible; 
class  the  militia  and  select  tbe  young  men  for 
active  service,  and  if  jon  should  ever  want  them, 
ibey  too  will  be  invincible.  1  repeat  it,  do  not 
tdl  Hs  about  any  aoppoied  disorganization  to  be 
pradneed  in  the  miliiia  fay  separating  the  young 
non  the  old.  We  have  appropriated  money  to 
erect  fortifications,  which  may  take  fifty  years  to 
finish,  and  to  build  gonboats,  which,  to  say  the 
least  of  them,  are  an  experiment.  But  tbe  whole 
world  knows  that  a  free  nation  completely  armed 
wonid  be  a  terrible  foe,  and  it  may  well  be  qnes- 
tioned,  whether  tbe  money  laid  out  in  arms, 
would  not  have  been  more  beneficial  to  the  na* 
tion,  than  in  fortifications  and  gonboats  at  this 
time.  Qunboata  can  be  bad  whenever  wanted, 
beeanae  every  well-bujii  tloop  or  schooner  would 
do  for  one,  and  every  port  where  an  atiack  might 
be  expecieid  has  enough  of  them. 

1  do  not  consider  ihe  troops  to  be  raised  !&• 
tended  for  a  Peace  Establishment.  If  I  did,  I 
•houM  not  rote  for  the  bill.  1  verily  believe  that 
I  never  ainll  eonaeat  to  add  to  the  Peace  Ealab- 
lishaieBt,  in  times  o[  real  peace ;  tbe  establiah- 
■mt  is  vseless,  and  is  a  dead  weight  to  the  in- 
dustry of  the  people.  It  has  been  said  there 
woaid  be  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  men. 
This  will  in  some  measure  depend  on  the  proper 
selectloD  of  officers;  but  be  tnis  as  it  may,  not- 
withstanding  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill,  I  ted  aa 
idoetance  in  sayiofr,  that  I  believe  it  is  almost  as 
difficnU  to  get  clear  c(  a  Military  Peace  E^iab* 
lisbment,  as  it  is  to  enlist  the  privates  for  that 
establishment. 

In  Ibis  great  crisis  of  our  afiairs,  it  is  our  duty 
to  speak  freely,  and  the  oatioa  ought  to  koow 
what  we  say.  By  compariog  opinions  and  stat- 
iag  the  facts  on  which  they  are  founded,  we  shall 
moat  likely  do  that  whieh  we  ought  to  do.  Per- 
haps my  sentiments  coneernios  our  foreign  af- 
fiunare  dilferentfrom  those  m  any  other  mem- 
ber of  tbe  House,  and  if  they  are  erroneous,  they 
Jhave  been  uoiform  and  are  honest.  If  I  could 
discovw  in  all  the  documents  whieh  have  been 

S'nled,  oae  spark  of  a  friendly  disposition  in  tbe 
vemanents  of  the  two  nations  whieh  hare  been 
before  nentioned,  it  would  give  me  more  |^ea- 
snre  than  any  political  event  which  has  lately 
lakca  plaee.   War  teems  to  be  theic  delight- 


peace  is  ouis,  and  peace  is  of  more  couseqnmee 
to  as  that  to  any  nation  on  tbe  globe ;  because 
we  have  more  to  lose  by  war :  if  war  should  come, 
we  hare  not  sought  itj  we  lore  peace,  and  have 
honestly  endeavored  to  preserve  it.  In  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  oar  affairs,  we  must  prepare  to 
defend  the  eounir^  and  to  make  erery  sacrifiee 
wbtoh  may  insure  it. 

I  have  heard  to-day,  and  at  former  limes,  a  max- 
im boldly  advanced,  which  to  me  never  appeared 
correct  or  true ;  that  to  preserve  peace  you  inust 
be  prepared  for  war.  In  all  countries,  especially 
those  which  are  free,  the  thirst  for  military  fame 
is  greater  than  that  for  civil,  and  if  il  gets  a  com- 
plete ascendency,  is  extremely  difficult  to  allay.  It 
may  be  observed,  that  our  country  is  not  exempt 
from  this  passion  which  has  done  so  rauch  injury 
to  the  human  race.  We  seem  to  admire  tbe 
heroic  actions  of  our  young  men,  more  than  we 
do  the  civil  virtuesof  Franklin,  Hancock,  Adams, 
and  Dickinson }  though  it  would  be  no  easy  ques- 
tion 10  decide  whether  Washington  was  greater 
as  a  civil  or  military  character,  yet  bis  miliury 
is  that  wbich  I  believe  gives  the  nation  the  most 
delight. 

Our  sittiatioa  is  a  critical  one,  about  whieh  I 
firmly  believe  we  honestly  difier,  and  diffn-  as  to 
the  proper  measures  wbich  ou^t  to  be  adopted. 
It  is  agreed  by  all,  that  it  is  onr  interest  to  settle  our 
disputes  with  erery  nation  as  soon  as  posaible; 
but  this  does  net  depend  on  us  alone.  Let  Bnr* 
land  and  France  make  peace,  and  it  may  be 
more  difficult  for  us  to  adjust  our  afiairs  with 
them ;  but  nnlil  they  settle  the  disputes  with  ns, 
we  most  endeavor  to  prevent  any  farther  iojury 
being  done  to  us. 

When  Mr.  Qumcr  had  concluded,  an  adjourn- 
ment was  called  for  and  carried. 


Tdesuay,  April  5. 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  a  me- 
morial of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New- 
buryport,  in  the  State  of  Masfachusetis,  slating 
the  losses  and  inconveniences  to  wbich  tbe  me- 
morialists have  lieen  and  are  now  subjected,  by 
the  operation  of  the  acts  ^laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,"  and  praying  that  fbey  may 
be  allowed  to  export  their  fish  without  the  limit* 
of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr>  BARKEa  presented  two  memorials  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Plymouth,  in  tbe 
State  of  Massachusetts,  to  the  like  efiect. 

The  memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  commit- 
ted, on  tbe  elereoib  of  January  last,  a  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures 
on  a  memorial  of  William  Haslet  and  others, 
merchants  and  traders  of  tbe  city  of  Phihidel- 
phia. 

Mr.  OAaoHia  moved  the  following: 

Seaohed,  That  a  eommittee  ba  appotatad  to  con. 
sidar  the  expediency  of  providingt  by  Uw,  for  Uie  ad- 
jaanuaent  of  thia  Congress  to  soaie  eadisr  period  thaa 
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dw  flnt  Monday  of  Deenlwc  next,  witfi  bare  to  i»- 
port  bj  bill,  or  oUurwite. 

The  resdudoa  wii  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ttble. 

Mr.  HoLMKB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claimi, 
to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  ninth  ultimo,  a  pe- 
tition of  Timothy  Wellmao,  Beojamio  Stoddert, 
and  John  Masoo,  trasieea  of  Francis  Lewis  Ta- 
aef ,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  fieeretarjr  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  in  trust,  the  amount  of  certain  bills 
drawn  by  John  Armstrong,  Minister  from  the 
United  States  to  the  Court  of  Prance,  on  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Stales;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ilbley, 

Jiuoired,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  aoihorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  to  exchange  the 
•ite  of  the  fortification  near  Portland  harlwr,  for 
other  land  more  suitable  for  a  fortifieatioa  for  the 
protection  of  said  harbor,  and  that  they  bare  lea  re 
to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Ilslgt,  Mr.  Storer,  Mr. 
JicKso.t,  Mr.  Smelt,  and  Mr.  Jobh  Campbell, 
be  appointed  a  committee,  parsnant  to  the  said 
resolatioD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eppeb, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the  twelfth 
of  January  last,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act,  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  consideration  thereof;  and  that  the 
laid  bill  be  recommined  to  the  CiHnmittee  foE  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

ADDrnONAL  ARMY. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
■bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
raisins  an  additional  military  force,"  with  the 
amendmeou  agreed  thereto,  which  was  depend- 
iof  yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Stanfohd  had  not  expected  to  have  said 
a  single  word  on  the  passage  of  this  bill,  because 
he  had  as  usual  anticipated  that  a  rery  large  pro- 
portion of  that  company  with  whom  he  had 
thousht  and  acted  for  more  than  ten  years  past, 
woufa  on  this  occasion  also  hare  been  of  the  same 
opinion  with  himself;  but  wiib  painful  surprise 
finding  himself  mistaken,  and  that  be  should  be 
in  a  minority  unusually  small,  and  that  to  consist 
of  but  few  of  his  old  friends  and  first  political 
associates,  he  could  not  think  of  giving  a  silent 
rote  as,  on  common  occasions,  he  was  used  to  do. 
He  felt  no  difficulty,  do  ^ reat  solicitude  of  mind  in 
a  difference  of  opinion  with  his  friends  on  questions 
of  minor  importance.  But  on  a  question  like  the 
present,  involving  in  it  an  important  principle,  he 
could  not  feel  the  same  indifference.  He  could  as- 
sure them  it  was  much  otherwise,  and  that  he  re- 

S retted  the  event  sincerely.  In  so  far,  indeed,  as 
is  long  established  political  opinions  upon  the 
■olrieot  wo«ld  permit,  he  had  even  suspected  him- 
•df^  and  the  views  he  bad  uken  of  the  times, 
MK  of  real  defereoee  to  ifacm.  Tet  after  all,  oodet 


theiofiaaneeof  the  honest  coDTieckma  of  kiaowa 
mind,  be  fdt  it  his  duty  to  giro  his  deeidtd  ncga- 
live  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  S.  than  said,  in  the  oonrao  of  the  vbserra- 
tioes  he  was  ab<Hit  to  make,  he  shoaUl  not  impeach 
the  motives  of  gentlemeo.  and  if  be  should  appear 
to  do  so  through  the  hurry  of  expreaton  it  would 
not  be  inteotional,  and  he  must  nope  for  the  for- 
giveness of  his  friends.  He  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  motives  of  gentlemen  who  advocated 
the  bill  and  hoped  his  claim  was  well  founded  to 
a  like  liberal  consideration  on  their  part.  His 
object  would  be  to  draw  a  contrast  io  a  general 
way,  between  first  prineipla  and  the  bill  bdbra 
the  House. 

This  question  of  a  standing  army,  said  he,  is 
among  the  number  which  involves  first  priati' 
pies,  and  goes  to  mark,  as  it  shoatd  do^  the  two 
great  opposite  political  systems  in  our  eonntrjr  of 
which  we  have  heard  so  much— a  aueation  which 
did  not  distiufoish  the  one  from  toe  other  politH 
eal  party  during  the  late  Administration.  I  bare, 
said  he,  always  thought  and  still  do  think — am  in- 
deed from  long  experience  obliged  to  think— that 
as  puliiiciansj^avrng  formed  delibarate  o]umoB% 
we  should  be  slow  to  change,  evan  where  eiream* 
stances  themselves  seem  to  change.  The  mora 
unchanging,  uniform,  and  consistent  our  political 
course,  the  more  intelligible  are  we  to  those  wbo 
have  to  approve  or  disapprove  our  measores. 
This  t  am  persuaded  should  be  the  eas^  not 
merely  fur  our  own  sake,  but  for  the  sake  of  tbe 
nation — I  mean  the  people^  wbo  ao  long  as  we  re- 
main freemust  form  the  mam-spring  of  all  political 
motion  in  this  country,  and  who,  when  they  ap- 

E roach  the  hostioes  to  put  in  the  ballot  of  appro- 
ition  or  disapprtroation,  should  know  for  whom, 
and  for  what  they  rote,  the  man  and  his  prineiplts. 
If  they  are  not  to  know,  distinction  avails  nothmg; 
rifht  and  wrong isamerejomUe,  oalyanominii 
thing,  and  it  were  better  ia  such  a  case  there 
never' had  been  a  distinction.  I  am  therefore  con- 
vinced that  all,  especially  those  who  have  had  to 
do  with  our  political  affairs  long  enough  to  havs 
formed  opinions  and  adopted  a  system,  sboold  bs 
as  true  to  such  system  as  the  needle  to  the  poje. 
I  am  for  none  er  this  variation  in  the  polineal 
compass,  but  would  desire  to  be.  what  my  con- 
science tells  me  I  should  be,  steady,  firm  and  per" 
severiag  in  the  good  old  way  of  first  principle^ 
and  first  professions. 

I  am,  Mr.  Speaker,  among  those  who  believa 
we  shall  never  have  another  patriot  army  ^'^^rf 
country,  because  I  can  forewe  no  oeeasioo  whiea 
could  produce  one,  such  as  we  once  had.  1  oMMk 
no  reflection  on  our  preBcni  army,  nor  that  which 
this  hill  proposes  to  raise,  nor  to  deny  them  lerro 
of  country— I  have  no  reason  to  douot  that ;  bat: 
■t  so  great  a  dtatanee  from  the  belligeraot  YowM 
of  Europe  are  we  thrown,  and  in  every  poipt^ 
view  so  superior  to  anything  that  presents  iisel' 
either  fVom  our  Northeast  or  Southwest  ttoO' 
tier,  w'e  have  nothing  formidable  to  dread  or  ^ 
fear.  In timesofpeacestaadingarmiesareasntiia 

suited  to  the  genius  as  to  the  interest  of 
tion,aAd  to  the  plaotct's  ear  there  ■"'■'■f 
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more  odious  thaD  the  beating  of  the  rrcrajiing 
drum.  For,  as  to  myself,  1  mast  confess  standing 
anny  and  direct  tax  bring  to  my  mind  the  old 
asGOciatioD  of  ideas.  I  cannot  separate  the  one 
fnm  the  other.  I  combine  them  inrolttntarily, 
from  a  recollection  of  the  past.  On  a  former  oc- 
easioD  they  followed  in  train,  and  it  ia  bnt  fair  to 
expect  the  like  again.  If  we  look  back  on  former 
times  we  shall  see  the  natural  result,  a  large  ma- 
jority reduced  into  a  minority,  scarcely  now  to  be 
estimated  at  all. 

80  rarying  are  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  this 
subject,  some  riewing  it  ss  a  peace,  some  as  a 
war  army }  some  a  limited,  and  some  an  unlim- 
ited btlt,  and  so  reasonable  is  it  that  we  should  be- 
j^in  to  anticipate  a  favorable  turn  of  affairs  abroad, 
I  will  Tenlure  to  predict  if  the  bill  were  postponed 
to  [be  last  days  of  the  session  it  would  not  pass. 
First  principles  and  first  professions  would  come 
ioio  my  aid,  and  the  bill  would,  as  it  should,  get 
the  go-by — would  share  the  same  fate  as  your 
marine  army  bill,  your  peace  army  bill,  and  the 
Tolunteer  system.  All  these  projects  seem  now 
to  sleep,  and  I  now  doubt  if  expediency  will  asain 
awaken  them.  When  the  President's  late  Mes- 
sage was  reeeired  on  this  subject,  instead  of  the 
Tunnteer  system  as  recommended,  this  bill  was 
r^rted  in  the  Senate,  and  passed.  I  then  began 
to  anticipate  somethiog  wrong,  and  not  till  then 
did  r  suppose  we  were  to  hare  a  standing  army 
in  lien  of  ererything  else.  Times  are  little  dlf- 
ferentfif  not  precisely  the  same  that  they  were  in 
1798, except  that  ihis  bill  is  predicated  on  a  British, 
and  not  on  a  French  war;  for  indeed  the  greater 
insult  has  been  received  from  the  former,  and  I 
am  not  one  of  those  who  look  for  occasions  to 
•often  it  down.  If  gentlemen  advocated  absolute 
war,  and  would  make  thedeclaraiion,  Iwill  not  say 
that  1  shonid  go  with  them — I  certainly  should  not 
—but  I  will  say  that  the  question  would  present 
itself  to  me  in  a  very  different  point  of  view,  and 
most  indubitably  I  would  not  withhold  the  neces- 
sary means  to  make  it  effectual.  Bat  when  without 
Molemplating  such  a  course,  or  knowing  why  or 
wherefore  we  have  need  of  these  men,  we  go  upon 
*  sgppoaition  that  there  is  probabtliiy  of  an  occa- 
sion for  them,  I  am  left  in  the  dhrk,  and  cannot 
gite  my  consent  to  the  measure. 

Let  me  now  advert,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  our  late 
Spanish  crisis,  and  see  what  was  then  the  dispo- 
sition of  this  House.  It  was  only  the  session  be- 
fore the  last,  and  if  the  decision  then  made  upon 
this  subject  was  correct,  can  we,  ought  we  to  re- 
verse that  decision  (o-day?  Honorable  consist- 
ency forbids  it,  in  any  and  every  way  that  I  can 
view  the  question.  The  Journal  is  before  me. 
and  if  it  were  necessary,  I  conld  turn  to  the  re- 
corded vote  where  a  large  majority  determined 
not  to  add  a  man  to  our  present  numbers.  What 
was  tfaeo  onr  situation  7  We  had  received  an  in- 
ah  soeh  as  we  have  not  been  aeeoslomed  to  since 
the  Revolotion.  As  a  s^tlemau  from  VIrpnia 
Ibm  happily  expressed  it,  "The  sacred  soil  of 
the  ffood  old  United  States  had  been  trodden  by 
the  w.**  With  imponity  was  this  inroad  made 
apon  our  territory-^nd  at  the  same  time  a  men- 


acing attitude  assumed  on  a  more  distant  frontier, 
and  soon  after  with  insolence  not  more  daring, 
but  equally  so,  did  a  nnniber  of  troop:>  of  the  same 
nation  take  a  position  within  limits  before  recog- 
nised to  the  United  States.  Spanish  troops  !  And 
do  we  not  know — are  we  not  obliged  to  confess, 
that  Spanish  soldiers  are  French  means  t  If  you 
add  hut  French  olBeers,  yon  have  a  French  army. 
We  were  not  without  tnformatton  in  these  le- 
soects ;  I  do  not  know  if  I  might  not  say,  and 
tnat  official  too;  but  if  I  am  out  of  order,  I  beg 
pardon,  for  such  has  been  the  mixture  of  ihecon- 
ndential  and  unconfidential  for  some  time  past,  it 
has  become  difficult  for  the  mind  to  discriminate. 
[The  Speaker  said,  be  had  no  recollection  of  anr- 
ibing  official  on  the  subject.] — But  I  have,  sir,  said 
Mr.  S.,  and  lest  it  should  be  improper,  will  for- 
bear. Added  to  all  this,  then,  I  wish  further  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  ihe  period  of 
these  outrages — this  Spanish  and  French  crisis. 
It  should  not  be  forgotten  about  this  time  was  in 
its  germ  one  of  the  most  daring  projects  of  conspi- 
racy that  has  ever  been  conceived  in  the  country, 
and  that  too  known  to  the  Government,  in  a  suffi- 
cient degree  at  least  to  awaken  its  vigilance.  I 
allude  to  the  late  Onchita  conspiraejr,  which  has 
since  become  the  more  horrible  in  its  form  and 
features,  because  in  its  ramifications  it  has  been 
traced  within  the  walls  of  this  Capitol,  as  we 
could  now  witness,  if  we  were  in  the  other  wing, 
[J.  Smith  then  on  trial.]  Qreat  as  was  the  alarm 
of  war  during  this  period,  and  I  confess  I  ihoughC 
it  more  than  probable  war  would  happen,  what 
did  Concress  do  1  They  refused  to  raise  a  single 
man.  This  House  rejected  the  proposition  made 
for  that  purpose  by  a  most  decided  majority.  We 
were  told,  I  believe  justly,  that  the  riflemen  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  competent  to  the 
correction  of  any  disorder  in  that  quarter,  and 
with  pleasure  too  it  was  heard  they  stood  ready 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  Government.  A  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Rbba)  who  spoke  yes- 
terday, and  advocated  the  standing  force  now  con- 
templated, then  defended  the  militiaas competent 
for  any  probable  emergency.  Another  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  also,  (Mr.  Campbell,)  if  my  re- 
collection serves  me  right,  was  eloquent  on  the 
competency  of  the  militia  without  any  addition 
to  the  regular  force.  I  fully  confided  in  their  ar- 
guments, and  had  then  the  pleasure  of  voting 
with  those  gentlemen. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  show,  so  far  as  recorded 
opinion  can  go  to  show,  that,  however  small  the 
minority  in  which  I  am  now  to  vote,  I  do  not 
stand  alone.  That  I  am.  indeed,  contending  onljr 
for  the  correctness  of  first  principles.   For  this 

furpose  I  claim  the  attention  of  the  House  while 
quote  the  highest  authority  in  the  nation — an 
authority  which,  politically,  I  have  most  assuredly 
thought  Was  not  only  the  hiehest  but  most  ortho* 
dox  in  this  world.  When  toe  people  in  their  ma- 
jesty  bad  said  it,  and  [tower  was  given  to  thepresr 
ent  majority,  it  was  given  us,  as  a  first  principle 
shall  I  say,  as  a  new  star  to  be  placed  in  the  bright 
constellation  which  was  to  illumine  our  way,  that 
"  a  well-disciplined  militia"  was  "  our  best  relU 
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aoee  Id  peace  aod  for  the  first  tnomeDtsorwar,  till 
regulars  may  relieve  them."  It  did,  lo  my  think- 
iDjr,  illumine  our  way.  as  from  what  followed 
wui  appear.  The  Presideot's  Message  at  the 
opeaing  of  the  sereotb  CoDgren  contains  this 
paragraph: 

"  A  statemeDt  lus  been  formed  by  the  Secretary  <^ 
War,  on  matmv  consideralion,  of  ell  the  posts  snd  sta- 
tions where  garriaons  vill  be  expedient,  and  of  the 
number  of  men  requisite  for  each  garrison.  The 
whole  amount  is  considerably  short  of  tho  present 
Military  Establishment.  For  the  surplus  no  par- 
ticular use  can  be  pointed  out.  For  defence  against 
invasion  their  number  is  as  nothing;  nor  is  it  considered 
needftal  or  safo  that  a  standing  anny  should  be  kept 
up,  in  time  of  peace,  for  the  purpoae." 

This  then,  sir,  was  the  doctrine,  and  a  kind  of 
toncb-stooe  of  the  political  correctness  of  the 
times ;  and  the  Army  which  our  mistaken  prede- 
cessors had  left  us,  consisting  only  of  about  five 
thousand  men  were  not  deemed  "  needful."  nay 
not  "safe,"  and  was  reduced  to  three  thousand — 
I  believe  I  ought  to  say  repealed,  for  it  was  done 
at  our  celebrated  repealing  testion,  when  all  mis- 
rule was  to  have  been  repealed,  and  literally  and 
truly  speaking,  much  was !  But,  sir,  let  us  come 
at  once  to  the  times  near  to  the  present,  and 
we  shall  God  the  same  unshaken  firmness  of  poli- 
tical principle  maintained  in  this  respect  through 
every  crisis,  and  there  were  many  intervening 

Periods  of  just  alarm.  We  find,  from  the  same 
igh,  admirable,  and  correct  source,  the  Message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  at  the  com- 
mencement of  our  last  session,  the  same  doctrine 
was  again  inculcated  and  expressed  in  a  style 
still  more  excellent,  if  that  were  possible.  It  reads 
thus,  **  Were  armies  to  be  raised  whenever  «  speck 

*  of  war  is  visible  in  our  horizon,  we  never  should 

*  have  been  without  them.   Out  resources  would 

*  have  been  exhausted  on  dangers  which  have 
'  never  happened,  instead  of  being  reserved  for 
'  what  is  renliy  to  take  place."  It  should  be  re- 
membered that  this  Message  was  sent  to  Congress 
at  the  most  alarming  period  of  the  conspiracy  in 
the  West.  And  can  it  be  forgotten,  at  this  parti- 
calar  juncture  of  all  others,  that  armie<i,  navies, 
and  taxes,  were  our  constant  themes  for  declaim- 
ing and  denouncing  political  heresy  1  That  war 
must  first  come  before  we  would  either  admit  or 
countenance  their  necessity. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  now  gone  through 
those  times  nearest  to  the  present,  and,  with  per- 
mission, will  recur  to  times  more  distinguished, 
and  said  to  be  more  trying  lo  political  prinriple 
than  any  we  have  since  witnessed — times  which 
more  decisively  marked  political  character — so 
that  no  one  could  mistake  or  be  misiakeo.  It  will 
be  perceived  that  1  allude  to  1798,  and  the  crisis 
which  then  existed;  since  when  great  changes 
have  intervened,  and  taken  from  among  us  many 
of  those  characters  whom  I  could  have  wished 
ever  to  have  remained  with  us.  Believe  me,  sir, 
the  retrospect  is  not  a  little  painful  to  me,  when 
I  perceive  myself  standing  alone  (as  to  my  old 
companions  of  that  day)  and  advocating  a  prin- 
ciple which  iben,  under  like  circumstances,  would 
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have  united  us  as  a  band  of  brothers.  For,  in- 
deed, I  am  not  aware  if  I  have  a  single  friend  of 
that  standing  on  the  floor,  who  intends  to  vote 
with  me.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  whoia 
I  have  in  my  eye,  (Mr.  Ranoolph.)  is  a  younger 
son  of  those  times.  1  beg  his  pardon  for  the  re- 
mark, although  born  out  of  due  time,  certaioty 
not  out  of  good  time.  For  he  knew  when  he  did 
come  in ;  he  look  the  text,  and  has  mainuioed  it 
with  talents  and  firmness  rare  to  be  met  witb,aDd 
not  surpassed  by  any  of  us.  At  that  lime,  and 
without  wishing  to  excite  the  sensibility  of  geo- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  ior  I  hire 
never  felt  otherwise  than  disposed  to  exercise  a 
liberal  indulgence  toward  our  political oppoDeois, 
a  system  of  alarm  was  raised,  and  I  hojw  no  oae 
will  pretend  to  say  without  a  cause.  Iveriljrbe- 
lieve  the  slate  of  things  was  as  alarming  then  » 
now ;  and  the  indigntties  offered  the  nation,  if 
not  so  great,  the  difference  was  not  considerate. 
What  were  they  at  that  time?  Thearrilu  of 
the  then  Directory  of  France  ;  if  not  assweepiiig 
in  language,  they  had  become  more  outrageous  ia 
practice  than  either  the  decrees  of  Napoleon  now, 
or  the  Orders  of  tlie  British  Council,  so  far  as  we 
have  yet  heard.  The  French  privateers— one  il 
least — came  within  your  own  harbors,  to  maraud 
and  plunder,  and  was  captured  within  the  ioaef 
channel,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  u  it 
were,  under  the  limbs  of  the  pine  which  border 
on  the  margin  of  your  ocean.  The  GoTetament 
sent  Ministers  to  treat,  and  two  out  of  three  were 
refused  to  be  received,  and  sent  off  with  indigai- 
ty,  such  as  it  is  not  for  the  honor  of  an  independ- 
ent nation  to  brook.  More  than  nil  this,  I  think 
about  this  time  was  laid  an  embargo  on  your  me^ 
chant  vessels  as  now,  and  acts  of  hostility  were 
commeoced  on  our  own  side  as  well  as  theiri. 
Then,  too.  was  France  flushed  with  victory,  ana 
the  completest  success  against  her  enemies  it 
home,  forgetful  of  right,  ruling  by  power  alone, 
and,  under  the  auspices  of  the  !>ame  matchless 
character,  emphatically  called  the  Conqueror  of 
Europe,  had  transported  one  of  the  finest  armies 
which  was  ever  believed  to  have  been  seen  in 
Eurojpe,  and,  after  invading  and  conquering  ptrt 
of  Africa,  exteiyled  his  conquests  and  carried  in- 
vasion into  Asia,  also,  as  was  understood  lobe  the 
ultimate  plan  of  the  enterprise.  What  foltowed 
among  us  here  ?  The  then  majority  founded  upoa 
this  alarming  and  menacing  state  of  things,  wntt 
appeared  to  be  their  favorite  system  of  measare*i 
armies,  navies,  taxe.i,  loans,  and,  in  the  end,  vbit 
might  be  called  their  protectiog  laws ;  for  the  pt- 
tion,  in  which  we  who  were  then  the  minority 
acted  our  full  part,  became  restless  under  burdens 
of  which  they  could  not  see  the  use.  The  fight- 
ings and  invasions  and  eonquerings  in  (be  Old 
World  could  not  inspire  us  with  fear,  serious  fear, 
of  invasion.  "Nature  and  Nature's  God'*  forbad 
such  a  fear,  and  kept  us,  I  believe,  as  distaotfrom 
the  fear  as  we  were  geographically  from  the  coun- 
try with  whom  We  nad  the  difference.  For  inf- 
self,  I  know  I  did  not  then  feel  the  alarm  which 
was  attempted  to  be  excited,  nor  do  I  now  feel  iti 
and  to  follow  the  dictates  of  an  honest  conscience 
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I  eanoot  act  a?  if  I  Jid.  Gentlemen  should  rec- 
dieet  when  the  people  at  that  time  eame  to  see 
and  understand  the  business,  in  the  majesty  of 
their  pleastire,  to  say  nothing  worse,  they  dispen- 
sed with  both  men  aod  raensnres,  and  brought  us 
into  power,  as  I  anderstood  it,  to  hash  the  alarm, 
and.  literally  speaking,  to  correct  the  procedure. 
If  I  feel  any  alarm,  it  is  in  hearing  almost  the 
identical  language  and  arguments  of  that  day, 
called  op  ana  ased  now  to  effect  the  same  object, 
the  raising  of  a  standing  army.  What  does  my 
worthy  and  beloved  colleague  tell  us  7  That  we 
were  in  a  state  of  things,  which,  I  think,  be  calls 
qntd  war,  and  that  he  considers  these  troops  ne- 
cessary. Why,  sir,  this  was  precisely  the  same 
argument  formerly  used,  as  I  shall  presratly  show; 
not,  to  be  sure,  that  it  was  donbtftil,  but  downright 
war,  and,  of  course,  that  an  army  in  those  days 
was  introduced  on  groaod*  more  plausible  than 
BOW,  for  hostilities  were  commenced  on  both 
sides. 

It  would  seem  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  my  es- 
teemed coHeagne  is  used  to  say,  "when  a  ship 
claim  comes  into  the  House  the  next  thing  is  an 
appropriation  bill,  as,  of  course,  mone^  must  be 
paid  f*  so,  in  this  case,  whenerer  a  ship  attacks 
yon  on  the  ocean,  we  may  now  look  for  a  stand- 
iBg  army  as  a  thing  of  course,  also,  and  with  it  a 
ftuding  tax  becomes  a  still  more  necessary  coo- 
irqnence.  All  this,  to  me,  is  the  more  surprising, 
as  wheD  menace  is  held  np  and  insalt  offered  the 
coontry  on  shore,  and  eren  inroads  made  into 
jroar  territory— -when  conspiracy  withal  spread- 
aroond  in  every  direction  is  known  to  exist — 
men  all  this  appears,  aod  almost  at  the  same 
time,  and  at  no  distant  time  either,  the  utmost 
confidence  is  reposed  in  you?  militia,  no  grater 
force  is  wanted.  It  is  out  as  a  speck  m  the 
horizon. 

One  other  riew  of  this  subject,  I  must  be  per- 
mitted to  take,  and  it  is  one  which  I  rerily  con- 
sider worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  friends 
of  this  measure — the  majority  1  mean.  I  speak 
^m  some  experience  on  this  head,  and  if  any- 
thing I  hare  said  is  thought  worthy  of  an  answer, 
I  bdpe  this  point  will  not  go  without  notice.  In 
1798  it  was  one  of  the  most  boasted  of  our  politi- 
cal maxims,  that  patronage  aud  systems  begetting 
patronag^  to  which  wa  much  resort  seeniM  then 
to  be  bad,  were  not  only  unworthy  of  the  then 
Admiaistmtion  but  of  oar  free  fi>rm  of  Gtorern- 
menl;  that  any  Executive' disposed  to  make  the 
moat  of  Us  ai^intmenls  to  office,  had  it  in  his 
power  to  fostCT  and  produce  a  servile  spirit  of 
ifMphaaey  and  dependenee  upon  his  own  will 
amd  lavor,  and  ultimately  extend  the  vile  conta- 
gion, till  it  shall  corrupt  the  whole  mass  and  ren- 
der all  that  was  valuable  in  our  Constitution  mere 
name — the  substance  would  be  gone.  How,  then, 
shall  we  get  over  this  commonplace  argument  in 
1798?  I  well  remember  we  pressed  ihisargument 
upon  the  then  majority  without  ceasing,  when 
any  new  project  was  before  us  calculated  to  cre- 
ate place  and  office,  to  be  filled  by  favorites,  of 
coarse.  Under  principles  liketbese  we  came  into 
popiUar  favor  and  poww.  I  ttost  say  ve,  alifaoogh 
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ray  title  to  use  sach  phraseology  may  be  qneS* 
itonabte  io  these  times.  But  I  am  speaking  of 
times,  when  I  had  as  fair  a  tide  as  any  other;  and 
if  my  political  sentiments  have  undergone  any 
change  I  do  not  know  it.  In  the  honest  confi- 
dence of  my  bean,  I  think  I  am  the  same.  If  I 
have  had  my  exceptions  to  the  general  coprse  of 
late,  they  have  been  conBoed  to  measures  like  the 
one  before  us.  exhibiting  to  ray  view  what  1  can 
hat  consider  as  relaxation  from  first  priociples. 
The  contrast  I  draw  is  between  former  and  pres- 
ent times,  and  between  former  and  present  meas^ 
ores.  I  know  this  argument  about  [ntronoge  was 
lost  on  the  former  majority,  and  have  no  reason 
to  expect  it  will  have  a  better  effect  now;  but  gen- 
tlemen cannot  have  forgotten  the  ramified  extent 
of  this  business.  There  was  scarce  any  quarter 
of  the  Uoioo  where  that  influence  did  notextend 
itself  and  raise  a  kind  of  atmosphere  of  its  own 
kind  about  it.  Almost  every  one  must  have  ex- 
perienced a  share  of  its  ineonveaieoce;  and  I 
may  ask  again,  are  we  come  to  times  wljich  re- 
quire us  to  revive  this  exploded  system?  If  we 
have,  gentlemen  should  look  to  the  consequences. 
It  is  not  to  he  doubted,  if  war  should  not  happen, 
the  popular  odium  cannot  fail  to  be  again  excited 
upon  tnis  occasion,  and  I  do  in  my  conscieDce  be- 
lieve, in  that  event,  it  ought. 

Convinced,  however,  that  gentlemen  see  for 
themselves  the  danger  of  the  times,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  measure,  I  deure  not  to  impute  mo- 
tives, which,  I  am  sure,  would  be  tmworlhy  of 
them;  but,  for  myself,  I  see  differeittly;  I  see  no 
danger  nor  necessity  which  the  militia,  with  arms 
in  their  hands,  would  not  be  more  competent  to 
meet  in  the  onset,  tilt,  at  least,  a  regular  foree 
could  be  raised  and  brought  to  their  relief.  But, 
in  troth,  I  feel  more  disconcerted  in  my  hopes  for 
the  future  than  alarmed  with  my  fears  for  the 
present.  Let  me  ask  how  it  will  be  possible,  in 
a  few  years, -for  any  political  observer  or  historian 
to  draw  a  line  of  distinction  between  parties,  or 
show  tbe  correctness  of  this  or  the  incorrectness 
of  that  Admioistration  ?  Will  it  not  be  such  si 
mixed  business  that  no  plain  understanding  will 
be  able  to  comprehend  a  difference  ?  You  ex- 
ploded the  patronage  system  and  all  the  measures 
that  fostered  it.  But  what  are  yoa  about  to  do  ? 
To  raise  a  standin|;  army.  Too  condemned  na- 
vies, too,  most  decidedly,  but  have  created  one  In 
miniature,  or  of  the  quid  kind ;  and  I  believe  you 
have  either  laid  or  revived  a  small  tax  the  pres- 
ent session.  For  my  own  part,  I  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  if  I  lacked  confidence  in  the  militia) 
I  would  summon  up  enough  at  least  to  save  ap- 
pearaaees  in  this  case ;  for  the  measure  before  na 
cannot  give  us  safety ;  aad  all  must  acknowledge! 
it  wears  an  aspect  against  our  first  professions. 

Mr.  Speaker,  served  somewhat  by  my  memory, 
and  still  better  by  records  on  file,  with  respect  to 
our  doctrines  and  principles  nnder  the  crisis  of 
17£^,  I  have  laid  my  hand  on  a  number  of  reso- 
lutions and  remonstrances  from  various  counties 
in  the  good  old  State  of  Virginia — a  Stale  which 
I  have  always  held  in  the  nighest  estimation— 
not  more  for  her  tbgular  felicity  and  aptness  in 
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expressing  political  opioion,  than  for  the  g^ouioe 
correctness  of  the  opinion  iuetf.  In  the  worst  of 
times,  she  appeared  to  be  a  sianilanl  among  the 
lister  Slates,  and  seemed  to  be  always  fanoiag  the 
CMlof  first  priaeiples.  and  keeping  us  awike  to 
their  due  iDflueoee.  To  speak  an  I  felt,  I  loved 
Virginia,  politically,  too  well— but  baTe,  at  length, 
begUD  to  repress  a  little.  These  old  documeots, 
(for  doeuments  they  are,}  to  which  I  allude,  are 
Iroia  differeat  eonaiies  in  that  State— Orange, 
Spoiuylvaoia,  Greenville,  Hanorer,  Prinoe  Gd- 
mrd,  and  others.  But  1  select  one  only  as  com- 
ing more  immediately  to  my  point,  with  the  read- 
ing of  which  I  must  beg  leare  to  trouble  the 
House.  It  comes  is  the  form  of  resolutioss  from 
the  eonnty  of  Henries),  and  what  will  gire  it  pe- 
cnliar  force  and  «p[rfioation  on  the  present  oeca- 
•ion,  ift,  that  it  comes  from  t^  militia  of  that 
oonuty,  remonstrating  to  Congress  agaiDst  raisii^ 
a  provisional  army.  Now,  I  thiob,  Hearico  is  one 
of  the  priccipal  coaaiies  in  what  is  oummonly 
called  '*Otd  Virginia,"  and,  if  lam  not  mistaken, 
is  the  county  in  which  sunds  Richmond  the  o«p- 
bal  of  the  State.  If  so,  then  I  am  the  more  hap- 
py in  laying  my  hand  upon  this  paper,  as  we  may 
well  presume  j[if  we  did  not  know)  that  the  poll- 
tics  of  Ueniieo  were  ihoM  of  tJw  State  gcae- 
lally. 

After  speaking  highly  of  the  privilege  of  re- 
monstranee,  as  possessed  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  they  proceed : 

*■  While  the  measures  adopted  Ij  Congress  for  na- 
tioaal  defence  most  merit  the  approbation  of  every 
ftiend  <tf  his  oountty,  this  meeting  cannot  bat  consider 
tba  rairing  a  provisional  arnj  as  unwarranted  Uia 
preeent  sttnatioa  of  Anerican  afisirs  and  destructive 
to  ^  liberties  of  di«  Uaitad  States.  A  lailitia,  taken 
flmm  the  bodj  of  dis  people,  aotnated  by  the  same  in- 
teresta,  and  ncTsr  kHug  the  character  ef  eitiisaa  by 
assuming  that  of  soidiers,  are  tfas  oaiy  natural  and  safe 
gnatdUns  of  the  limits  ef  individaiils  and  the  inde- 
pandenoe  of  their  country. 

"That  standing  aimiss  m  the  engines  by  which 
most  of  the  despotisms  of  the  world  have  beso  created, 
fej  thiowiog  an  tDuaense  patronage  into  the  hands  of 
•n  AdotinistraUon,  separating  ons  portion  ef  the 
people  from  the  rest,  by  creating  a  dependence  on  the 
favor  of  the  Execatire,  and,  of  course,  a  snbserviency 
to  his  will ;  by  establishing  a  body  vrith  diOerent  intsr- 
iBsts  from  the  people  at  large,  who  forget  the  porpoass 
far  which  they  were  deatsd,  and  tarn  those  Tory  arms 
agaiiist  ths  peaceable  dtiiens,  wUdi  were  btended 
far  their  defence. 

"That  standing  anniss  onght  never  to  be  resorted 
to,  exei^  in  cases  of  die  greatest  nationat  danger,  and 
wksn  foreign  invasion  makes  it  indiMensable.  It  is 
leeemmended  to  our  Repvesentatiae  in  Cenpeas  to 
give  bis  sapport  to  sush  bmssopbs  as  are  cakmlatBd  fer 
natienai  defenoe  vrMtin  onr  own  limits;  bat  te^poes 
auf  msosnis  whidi  mag  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
Sxecntive  to  involve  this  eonntoy  in  oAmvo  warfare. 

Among  the  measnres  calenlated  to  dfosmit  ihe 
peace  of  the  United  Slates,  this  Biaeting  cuuot  but 
msider  the  arming  merchant  vasseli^  and  the  convi^- 
ing  snch  vessels  sailing  to  foreun  poct^  is  having  a 
tendency  to  produce  tlMt  effect. 

Thit  appcws  to  be  aigMd  br  Mijor  B.  AUeo 


and  Mr.  J.  Seldoo,  in  behalf  of  the  meeting,  and 
addressed,  as  it  purports,  lotheur  Repreaeaiatirc^ 
and  although  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Cloptoii  J  now 
avows  a  different  view  of  the  times,  and  will  give 
a  different  vote  from  what  be  did  then,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  will  proceed  from  the  honest  conviction 
of  his  own  mind.  He  is  one  of  those  friends  with 
whom  I  hare  bad  tbe  pleasure  to  act  in  oaiMt 
too  long,  and  know  bin  uoiforra  course  and  cor- 
Bcctnesaioo  well  to  do  him  iatentioBnl  injustioe- 

1  am  really  sorry  to  be  trauUeaoow  lo  a^ 
friends,  but  I  must  be  permitted  to  allude  to  ut 
other  from  the  same  Sute ;  he  sits  behind  me, 
(Mr.  Eppbs,)  and  although  we  bare  not  had  tbe 
pleasure  of  acting  so  long  togetber.  fi»r  the  ttflw 
It  has  not  been  tbe  less  cordial  or  pleanog  to  an- 
self.  Some  days  since,  when  perhaps  the  bill  ut 
nn  augmentation  of  tbe  Peace  Establishment  was 
before  u^  that  gentleman  rose,  and  notwitbstaod- 
ing  I  bud  suppMed  be  and  I  had  began  to  diride 
a  uttle  in  our  political  thinking,  and  divergeasit 
were  from  tbe  forrner  point  of  our  eoincideaee, 
he  spoke  so  much  in  toe  old  style,  that  1  con- 
cluded I  was  mistaken,  and  privately  assured  hin 
of  the  pleasure  I  felt  upon  tbe  occasion.  Spmk- 
ing  in  reply,  I  think,  to  a  gentleman  from  Hew 
York,  what  were  hia  leatimeats  1  "We  are  f» 
pared,"  said  he,  "  let  the  enemy  eome ;  we  bare 
'  men  and  arms  in  readiaesa  to  defend  tbe  soU 
*  against  any  force  they  can  bring,  and  ibeseaxs 
'  the  fortifications  upon  which  I  would  choose  U 
'  rely."  So  thou^t  the  majority  of  tbe  HooM 
at  that  time,  and  that  bill  bas  slept  eror  since. 

A^n,  aaotber  gentleman  from  Viiginia,  whan 
I  see  in  his  place  (Mr.  Nicaoua,)  for  whose  of»- 
ions  I  feel  a  high  respect  also,  on  tbe  very  iDaper* 
tant  question  of  the  embargo,  declared  ibat  f^* 
bad  no  need  of  anr  other  weapon  to  brutg  the 
enemy  to  oar  feet ;  that  it  was  a  measure  by  which 
we  ooold  starve  tbem  into  terms  of  justice  to- 
wards us ;  that,  as  a  system  policy,  it  was  ereiT 
thing  in  our  hands,  and  that  it  was  new  besMM 
time  to  use  it  in  order  to  compel  that  nfpEct 
wbicb  was  doe  to  our  rights  as  a  nation.  I  £w 
tbe  ft^  foree,  I  confess,  of  this  renaoningi  and  bat . 
for  tbe  single  cire«matanee  that  I  ihoiifbt  utop 
bold  an  experiment  without  some  limitatioa  n 
time,  I  ihould  bare  bad  tbe  pUaawe  ef  aeooidiaf 
with  that  gentleoMa  in  tbe  TotCi  and  mere  eapt- 
eiall^,  indeed^  as  it  waa  to  save  lu  the  oceiN«> 

raisiog  a  elaadiiig  army. 

[Mr.  NioBOLU  b«e  asked  tbe  geatlemaa  m 
North  Carolina  if  he  referred  to  bim.  Mi-  »■ 
auMTtted  that  he  did.  Mr.  N.  then  observed,  that 
from  the  day  on  which  we  bad  Btet  till  th^i  he 
bad  belieied  that  somewhat  of  a  regular  Jorsei^ 
neoeasarv.  He  bad  always  said  it.  He  aUowel 
then  MM  now,  that  ciicumstanoes  would  jvwv 
it,  and  was  wilting  to  defend  tbe  opinion  be  tb«i 

are.  He  fell  suk  tbe  gentleman  fr«n 
iroUnn  would  not  be  diapoaed  to  aseribe  opiO' 
ions  to  him  wbieb  be  did  net  antetlain.]  . 

Mr.  8.  mid,  notwitbalanding  Jiis  inpccssieD't  ** 
must  ban  been  nistakan  in  aupposiog  t^*  S**" 
tkman  opposed  to  this  measure,  and  would  of^ 
ncaaa  aaecibe  to  bim  apiaiau  nol  nov  an*** 
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He  hed,  bowerer,  eo  naderftood  the  aeope  of  tlie 
gcDtlemsD's  ai|raraent8. 

I  iMtve  nid,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  aigonenis 
naed  oo  this  oecasioo  were  preeiiely  the  same  they 
were  fonnerlir,  for  rai&ing  regular  troops,  aod  the 
aiarm  then,  ii  not  greater,  was  at  least  equal.  To 
aeiisfr  ge&ttemeD  of  this  htt,  I  will  jait  read  a 
paragraph  or  two  from  the  speech  of  a  principal 
■aunbo'  of  the  majority  of  1796.  Mr.  Otib  satd : 
**  Be  Dcver  beard  that  a  staading  amy  was  daa- 
'^roiM  to  the  liberties  of  a  country,  except  in 

*  time  of  peace,  and  that  when  an  army  is  made 

*  ttp,  not  of  citizens,  but  of  the  baadiui  of  the  oom- 

*  mmitf.  But  we  an  not  bow  in  a  atate  of  peace, 
'  bnt  of  aetnal  war.  It  it  inie  the  eoaatry  is  not 

*  isTaded,  bat  bebeli«Ted  a  long  period  would  not 
'  dapae  before  an  ioTasion  takes  place,  when  it 

*  mieht  be  toe  late  to  raise  a  body  of  men  for  oar 
'deleaee."  Again—Mr.  O.  remarked, '*tkat  when 

*  be  laid  we  ware  io  actual  war,  he  did  not  speak 
'  fifiuaiivdir,  bat  litcraUy.  War  is  not  declared, 

*  bat  it  is  made  upon  us,  and  it  is  oar  duty  to  de- 
*■  fend  ourselves  agaiaiit  it."  Thus,  then,  we  see 
both  the  argnmeotii  used,  and  the  alarms  excited 
are  the  same,  and  we  are  brought  to  the  same  re- 
mit, a  standing  arm  y.  This  is  what  I  regret.  If 
it  were  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  something  like  a  breach 
of  deeornm  to  quote  a  seoteoce  or  two  from  yoar 
reply  to  your  colleague  (Mr.  O.)  on  this  subiect, 
I  would  veninre  to  do  it.  But,  sir,  with  making 
you  the  aseuranee  that  no  disrespect  is  meant,  I 
am  panaaded  that  you  will  iadulge  ae  with  ^e 
libmf .  I  read  from  tbe  debates  on  the  nravis* 
ioaal  army  bill  of  1T98.  Mr.  Yarnnn  said:  ''It 
'  was  not  stfange  tbat  gentlemen  shirald  differ  in 

*  opinioa  as  to  the  beat  mode  of  defence,  bat  they 
'  ought  not,  oa  this  aceouot,  to  be  charged  with  a 

*  wmk  of  selling  the  coaalrr  to  a  foreign  natiaa, 

*  or  of  makii^  iio  defence  of  it.  He  believed  the 
'  nilitia  suffieient  to  repel  any  invading  enemy 

■  oatil  aa  army  eoald  be  raised.  Whea  the  peo- 
f  pie  kaow  tbe  eouoiry  is  really  in  danger,  tney 
'  will  not  stop  at  tri6es,  but  until  that  time  they 
^wiU  not  wish  to  engage  themselves  as  soldiers. 

■  What  was  the  case  id  1775?   The  militia  then 

*  weat  into  camp,  aad  centiaocd  there  until  the 
'sUoding  army  was  raieed,  aod  they  made  as 
'  wood  a  defeDce  as  any  standing  army  conld  have 

*  ooae."  I  fnlly  aceorded  with  these  obaervations, 
afa,  whea  yon  delivered  them,  and  ai^opriate 
tikim  u>  myaelf  now  as  aaaaswer^le  aa  the  pres- 
€01  aeeaatoo.  They  accord,  too,  ia  almost  the  pre- 
aiae  laogaage,  as  wall  as  aense,  with  the  Measa^es 
«f  the  Prasidcat  subaequently  delivered,  and  whith 
1  have  Just  quoted. 

From  the  same  de^wtes,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
alM  of  reading  an  obserration  or  two  from  the 
apeechof  a  character,  who,  at  that  time,  held  a 
•eat  in  thie  Honse,  than  whom,  if  a  superior  ever 
did  bold  one  in  it,  I  have  not  the  pleasure  to  know 
or  betieve  it.  My  allusion  is  to  the  present  Sec- 
nUTf  of  tbe  Treasnry.  "  Is  there,"  said  Mr.  Qal- 
latin,  **any  person  on  this  flow  seriously  afraid 
«f  an  invasion  ?  He  was  sure  he  was  not."  And 
■gaia,  speaking  of  our  security  against  invasion, 
ma  aap :    The  nuaeaae  sea  which  divides  us  is, 
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'  a  security  against  it,  but  tbe  greatest  seourily  is 
'  our  own  power  and  resources,  and  the  convie- 
'  tion  tbat  an  aUaek  upon  this  eouniry  can  be  ao 
'  object  with  tbat.   Tbeii  object  will  be  plunder, 

*  and  that  will  be  carried  oo  by  attacking  our  vea- 
'  sets.   There  was,  therefore,  no  real  danger  of  an 

*  army  to  invade  us."  Were  not  these  argumenta, 
I  would  ask,  approved  as  orthodox  then?  Are 
they  not  now  as  appropriate,  as  applicable  to  tbe 
times,  tbe  crisis,  aod  tbe  question  befbre  us,  as 
then?  I  believe  aaore  &o,  in  &ct,  for  we  hare 
more  men  and  douUe  (be  resources  otherwise*; 
and  if  I  were  to  ask  the  sauM  emphatic  questioa 
noa^"  Is  there  anr  person  on  this  floor  seriously 
afraid  of  invasion  T* — the  answer  must  be  in  iba 
negative.  Such  fear  has  not  been  avowed.  At 
that  time,  too,  I  perceive,  among  these  old  debttct, 
my  colleague  (Mr.  Maoon)  took  ao  objectiM  to 
the  bill  then  under  discussion,  which  I  think,  with 
more  force,  would  apply  to  tbe  present.  It  was. 
that  80  many  field  officers  as  were  contemplatea 
oould  not  be  wanted  for  garrison  duty.  Little  aa 
I  know  of  military  matters,  I  have  understanding 
enough  to  know,  that  field  officers  of  the  bighn 
grades  cannot  be  wanted  in  a  garrison  or  fort.  Ia 
that  respect,  then,  tbis  bill  must  have  some  sor- 
plussage  about  it,  a&  two  additional  brigadier  gen< 
erals,  and  other  high  officers,  are  intended  to  be 
created,  and  should  no  war  be  created  to  employ 
them,  we  shall  have  them  to  took  at;  that  is  all  I 
But  there  seems  to  be  another  species  of  inge- 
nuity about  this  bill  which  it  is  somewhat  difficult 
to  comprehend.  It  was  once  a  fashioa  with  oa 
to  object  to  that  of  giving  the  President  diser^ 
tion  to  raise,  or  not  to  raise,  an  armr^  That  .was 
urged  to  be  tbe  duty  of  Coogresa  atone,  and  was 
a  power  not  to  be  transferred.  This  bill  with- 
holds that  discretion  in  appearance,  at  least,  bat, 
it  seeau,  gives  tbe  power  of  disbanding.  Then 
may  be  aome  diierenoe  in  this  thing,  but  the  du- 
tinetion  must  be  at  any  rale  a  nice  one ;  not  very 
palpable,  at  any  rate. 

One  other  ebaraeter  there  is,  said  Mr.  8.,  to 
whom  allusion  has  not  been  made,  and  who,  if 
he  were  gone,  daylight  would  close  in  upon  some 
of  the  most  brilliant  actions  of  the  militia  of  tbe 
Carolines  during  tbe  Revolution.  This  character 
(Gleneral  Sumter)  remaios  among  us,  and  is  a 
living  monument  of  first  principles,  and  of  unva- 

2ing  political  system  through  evfery  crina.  Qa 
e  pasB^  of  tbe  provUional  army  bill  in  1798, 
he  appears  the  friend  and  defender  of  the  millUa 
and  their  worth.  He  knew  their  aervieea  beat 
for,  aader  his  particular  command,  they  acquirm 
a  great  share  of  the  glory  aod  honor  to  vhieh 
they  were  entitled.  He  defended  their  e^taoUr 
and  perfermaoees  in  the  South,  leaving  it  to  gea- 
tlemen  from  the  NNth,  amon|;  whom  was  your- 
self, Mr.  Speaker,  to  du  them  justice  in  that  quar- 
ter of  iht  Uaioo.  AmoDg  tbe  instances  of  those 
performaaces,  he  eanmerates  some  tbat  would  do 
nonor  to  tbe  best  disciplined  corps  in  the  world. 
He  mentions  an  action  fought  at  Fiahing  Cieek, 
South  Carolina,  as  doing  the  militia  immortal 
honor;  another  at  Rocky  Mount,  which  lasted 
tatt  haofs— and  this  by  the  patriotic  militia;  fighir 
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iog,  as  they  would  do  apaia,  we  may  ooofldeDtly 
say,  for  ibeir  own  firesides.  Another  iDstanee  is 
given  at  the  Hanging  Rock,  which  lasted  nearly 
all  day ;  another  at  Waynesboro*;  bat  the  speech 
itself  if  on  file,  and  to  it  I  refer  geoilemen.  It  is 
ao  answer  to  all  I  have  ever  beard  on  this  floor 
iD  favor  of  atandiug  armies. 

Before  I  take  my  seat  I  will  notice  the  view 
which  my  Ukually  correct  and  worthy  colleague 
(Mr.  Macom^  has  taken  of  the  ezistiog  state  of 
things,  and  will  add  my  own  also.  Formerly  our 
diffiealtiea  were  with  France;  her  cruisers  were 
let  loose  upon  us ;  our  negotiation  was  broken  off 
with  more  indignity  than  now  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  we  were  informed  by  the  President  that 
be  would  never  send  another  embassy  to  France 
until  assurances  were  made  that  our  Ministers 
should  be  received  and  respected  as  coming  from 
a  great,  free,  and  powerful  nation ;  and  bat  for  a 
mtssioD,  of  which  i  kaow  notbiog,  except  that  I 
believe  it  was  the  ofispring  of  real  patriotism,  and 
the  ezptanations  made  in  France  through  that 
medium,  we  must  hare  gotten  into  open,  formal 
war;  for  if  these  files  are  authority  sufficient  to 
show  it,  (they  are  now  before  me,}  that  France 
bad  at  that  time  laid  an  embargo  on  all  our  mer- 
ebant  resaels  aa  preliminary  to  it;  and  this  with 
the  knowledge  that  France  was  then  flushed  with 
victory,  and  extending  iuvaaioo  into  ererjr  quar^ 
ter  of  the  world,  and  in  every  direction  around 
her,  formed  a  base  to  raise  a  standing  army  upoa 
as  plausiMe,at  least,  if  not  more  so,  than  aoyihtog 
that  appears  in  the  present  state  of  thiocs.  But 
my  colleague  contends  (and  so  it  was  then  con- 
tended) that  we  have  received  the  blow,  and  are 
already  io  a  kind  of  quid  war;  that  our  oegotia- 
tton  is  broken  off,  and  so  it  was  formerly;  and 
that  it  is  time  now  to  apprehend  war  in  a  more 
open  form,  and  to  begin  to  prepare.  I  ask  if  it 
was  not  more  than  apprehension  in  1798?  I  for 
one  am  prepared  to  say,  that  I  am  willing  to  c<hi- 
flde  io  the  militia  for  the  first  onset,  if  war  shall 
happen,  that  I  will  never  consent  to  raise  an  army 
on  a  War  Establishment  upon  mcreapprehowioo; 
and,  at  any  rale,  if  war  we  are  to  hare,  I  do  aot 
want  a  quid  army,  nor  one  of  a  qaid  aiz^  soeh  as 
the  President  himself  tells  "  as  a  defence  wainst 
inrauon  would  be  as  nothing."  But,  in  Act,  I 
doubt  if  we  are  to  have  war.  We  don't  know 
that  all  negotiation  is  at  aa  end ;  but,  if  so,  let 
geoilemen  come  out  and  bottom  their  measures 
upon  determined  war.  Let  the  friends  of  this  bill 
90  declare,  and  much  as  I  desire  to  think  and  to 
act  on  all  great  questions,  with  my  colleague,  and 
another  behind  me,  (Mr.  Blount,)  whose  opin- 
ions I  hare  always  respected,  because  they  deserve 
respect,  (for  I  know  he  has  seen  service  and  knows 
much  from  experience,)  I  promise  them,  and  the 
more  experienced  portion  of  this  House,  that  I 
will  not  witfahold  all  due  means  to  insure  the 
object  of  any  enterprise  that  may  be  contemplated. 
If  it  be  determined,  and  it  becomes  an  object  to 
invade  the  Canadas,  we  have  nothing  to  conceal 
in  that  event.  If  we  say  so,  I  have  no  doubt  we 
can  do  it  with  success.  It  eannot  be  doubled  if 
foliey,  intarettfOr  just  repantim  for  the  nutnga 
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lately  committed  suggest  it,  we  can  both  say  it 
and  do  it — exclude  tlie  proud  name  of  Britiib 
America  from  the  continent  at  leasu  I  speak  aot 
of  what  I  myself  am  prepared  at  present  to  do,  bat 
the  friends  of  the  bill  area  majority,  and  can  say 
and  do  as  they  please  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  3.  further  said  he  bad  been  guilty  of  one 
error  in  his  life  on  the  subject  of  atandiug  troops 
and  as  he  anticipated  being  told  of  it,  he  was  a» 
posed  to  ward  on  the  blow  hf  open  and  prcvioin 
confession.  He  had  voted  with  a  numbn  of  his 
friends  in  1798  for  the  twelve  regiment^  but  ke 
would  say  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  caucus,  un- 
pleasant  as  it  may  be  to  own  it.  He  was  now 
opposed  to  the  pledging  system  of  business,  tkoagh 
not  prepared  to  say  that  consuliatioos  might  aot 
be  held  with  i>reprtety  upon  some  occasions.  He 
was  led  ioto  it  from  motives,  as  he  thought,  of 
just  policy.  A  leading  member  of  the  then  Ma- 
jority had  laid  a  motion  on  the  table  for  nimg 
fifty  thousand  men.  Soeb  a  monstrous  army  is 
that  in  a  free  country,  and  the  taxes  that  I  kaeir 
must  follow,  alarmed  myself  and  others  into  a 
quid  system  then,  as  a  set-off  against  the  greater 
evil  I  and  let  me  declare,  without  meaning  ofieiMC 
to  any  side  of  the  House,  that  it  was  the  only  Fed- 
eral vote  1  ever  gnre  in  my  life  upon  any  ^reit 
question  which  went  to  mark  the  political  pnoei' 
plea  of  the  day.  He  hoped  his  candor  upon  this 
occasion  would  hare  its  weight  with  the  House 
in  obtaining  their  forgiveness  under  the  eireom- 
stances  in  which  he  was  placed ;  and  he  |m>mifcd 
his  friends  he  would  not  be  soon  caught,  in  the 
same  way  again ;  for  quid  armies,  never  I 

Mr.  Macok  said,  that  as  he  bad  been  chaffed 
with  inconsistency  by  his  colleague,  his  sitoation 
compelled  him  to  make  some  reply.  His  life,  ke 
said,  had  been  spent  in  the  public  service  vitbeat 
ever  having  before  incurred  secb  a  charge. 

Mr.  Stanfobo  be^ed  leave  to  declare  thithe 
bad  not  the  slightest  intention  to  accuse  his  col- 
league of  inconsistency,  as  he  had  expressly  sakl, 
that  if  the  gentleman's  position,  that  we  are  at 
war,  was  oorreet,  his  rote  would  be  so.  He  bopM 
his  colleague  would  believe  him  when  he  daelaicd 
that  be  had  no  intention  to  make  any  charge. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  was  wilting  to  take  the  ex* 
planation.  If  the  state  of  things,  said  he,  now  be 
as  it  was  in  1798,  I  admit  the  «ha^  of  iocoi- 
flisteney ;  but,  as  I  yesterdav  endeavored  to  show, 
they  are  materially  dissimilar.  With  respect  to 
hunting  up  the  journals,  the  gentleman  may  bt 
satisfied  that  I  ^all  never  do  it.  I  oerer  did,  not 
ever  shall,  search  the  journals  to  prove  inconsis- 
tency;  if  the  gentlemen  had  not  stated  bis  vot<| 
1  should  never  have  taken  the  pains  to  do  it.  1 
allow  ray  friends  to  difisr  with  me  in  oDinioii, 
and  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  differing  with  them 
whenever  my  reason  points  out  a  course  « 
doct  different  from  that  which  they  pwMW*  *J"J 
is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  been  wiUiaf  to  row 
for  a  single  man,  and  that  for  reasons  givM  yM- 
terdar.  To  some  with  whom  I  am  intimat^ii 
was  known  before  I  rose  yesterday  what  my  t«* 
on  this  occasion  wonld  be ;  it  was  ooi  ^^^Ji 
all,  for  to  none  am  I  re^onstUe  hut  lo  thoss  «ka»' 
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RqweBcntatiTe  I  am.  My  eonititatnta  Till  have 
ao  MipHtaDity  to  express  iheir  sentimeDis  of  my 
cmdaci  at  our  Dezt  electiou.  If  ttiey  deem  me 
cousisteat,  and  approre  my  conduct,  they  will 
cnaee  it—for  to  them,  and  them  aloue,  am  I  re< 
nKmsible.  I  did  not  yesterday,  when  I  came  to 
toe  House,  intend  to  have  spoken;  nor  should  I 
hare  spoken  but forihe  reasons  then  mentioned. 
We  have  lately  bad  a  voluminous  communica- 
lion  from  the  President,  compri^^ing  much  impor- 
tant information.  Before  we  received  that,  if 
this  bill  had  been  called  up,  I  should  have  voted 
•gainst  iu  X^et  any  man  r«ad  ibem  and  say,  if 
what  I  yesterday  suted  as  possible,  is  not  mote 
tbaa  likely  to  happen. 

IC  1  have  dei»ned  from  the  principles  which  I 
have  fonneily  pursaed,  it  is  from  the  imperfec- 
titm  of  faaman  nature.  No  man  is  iafallible.  My 
colleague  has  been  remarkably  happy  if  the  vote 
for  the  twelve  re^ments  was  the  only  incorrect 
vote  he  ever  gave  in  his  lifew  For  my  own  part, 
1  date  lay,  I  have  given  many  more  than  one  in- 
correct vote. 

With  respect  to  the  crisis  of  1805  and  1806,  that 
made  a  very  different  impression  on  my  mind 
(nm  that  which  it  made  on  the  minds  of  some 
MDtlemen ;  for  I  believe  the  Spaniards  hired 
AoKricaDs  to  bring  the  men  in  q^uestiou  over  the 
line.  It  is  useless  to  go  into  detail  on  that  point ; 
though  I  was  under  no  apprehension  at  that  time 
of  serioas  consequences. 

With  respect  to  what  my  colleague  has  said 
^oot  the  Message  of  the  President,  I  must  leave 
my  actions  to  ^peak.  If  I  have  haid  a  blind  con- 
m»ec  in  any  Executive,  it  is  unknown  to  me ; 
and  I  believe  that  any  gentleman  as  conversant 
«ilh  the  joaraals  as  my  colleague  is,  would  find 
to  the  cootrary.  With  respect  to  patronage  I 
held  the  same  sentiments  as  ever.  I  will  m  fur- 
ther than  mj  colleague }  I  believe  that  at  all  times 
the  Sneuuve  Department  ef  the  Gktrernment 
bei  loo  much  power. 

The  question  ndw  is^  what  are  we  to  do  under 
the  preseat  state  of  tbtogs?  In  voting  for  this 
bill,lTeteas  I  always  have actedjandwillcootinue 
toaet,  upon  my  respoasibility;  and  I  am  ready 
tp  meet  that  aceonnt  which  my  constituents  have 
a  right  to  expect  from  me.  I  will  state  the  rea- 
son why  I  now  vote  for  two  brigadier  generals, 
having  fonoerly  opposed  them,  ft  is  this:  every 
one  knows  ia  what  situation  the  present  Com- 
maiHler-in-Cbief  stands  j  and  on  this  account 
would  i  rote  for  two  brigadier  generab ;  one  for 
tlw  Miasiesippi  and  one  for  the  Atlantic.  This  is 
the  anawef  1  give  my  colleague. 

1  hare  done.  Nothing  is  more  painful  to  me 
ihaa  to  be  obliged  to  ulE  of  myself;  but  there  are 
(iOMs  vbcQ  not  to  reply,  would  be  to  sulmiit  to 
inpaiations  which  cannot  apply  to  me.  I  re- 
peat ibat  I  never  did,  nor  ever  shall,  hunt  up  the 
joomls  against  any  one  i  nor  do  I  bold  myself 
aeeoontable  to  any  one  but  my  constituents  for 
■y  eondoet. 

Mr.  Blodht  said  he  had  so  little  confidence  in 
his  powers  to  convince  gentlemen  of  this  House, 
wbo  should  not  ba  convinced  by  the  argaments 
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of  others,  and  so  moch  confidence  in  his  ability  to 
convince  his  constituents,  and,  besides,  having  no 
desire  to  see  bis  name  in  the  papers  as  a  speaker, 
that  he  never  was  in  the  habit  of  speaking  in  the 
House;  nor  should  he  now  have  risen,  bad  not 
his  colleague  (Mr.  Stanforo)  pursued  such  a 
course  as  gave  evidence  to  him  of  a  desire  to 
charge  with  an  improper  motive  those  who  should 
vote  for  the  bill.  It  is  known,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  as 
rnoby  members  of  the  House  as  hav(>  long  known 
me,  that  I  am  as  little  friendly  to  standing  armies 
as  any  member  who  ever  had  a  seat  ia-it.  Upon 
that  subject,  and  I  might  say  upon  others,  I  can 
prove  as  much  consistency  as  the  gentleman  who 
seemed  to  make  a  charge  against  the  advocates  of 
the  bill.  The  gentleman  himself  at  last  allowed 
a  fact,  which  it  was  my  intention  to  bring  to  his 
view^  as  1  understood  htm  when  be  rose  to  charge 
all  with  ineonsbteocy,  and  to  say  that  it  had  been 
his  tmiform  course  to  vote  against  a  regular  force. 
In  casting  my  eye  over  the  journals,  Ifound  the 
particular  circumstance  to  which  the  gentleman 
afterwards  alluded. 

[Mr.  B.  then  read  an  extract  from  the  Journal, 
stating  that,  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  increasing 
the  military  force  in  179S,  there  were — yeas  60, 
nays  11,  .Among  the  yea.<),  said  he,  was  my  col- 
league; and  among  the  latter,  was  ray&elf.  Mr. 
B.  then  read  the  names  of  the  minority,  among 
which  were  the  names  of  Messrs.  Blount  ana 
Sumter.] 

This  Thomas  Sumter  is  the  Greneral  Sum- 
ter, who  was  mentioned  by  my  colleague  as  so 
worthy  a  citizen,  so  able  a  General,  and  so  well 
qualified  to  form  a  correct  vote.  The  vote  which 
he  gave  at  that  time  proved  that  he  did  entertain 
a  proper  confidence  in  the  militia,  and  considered 
them  as  competent  to  defence.  The  cireurastanees 
are  now  difEerent  from  what  they,  then  were,  and 
tbecefore  I  have  concurred  with  that  worthy  citi- 
zen and  consummate  Qeneral.  I  shall  vote  differ- 
ently from  what  1  then  did ;  and  that  gentleman, 
if  I  may  judge  from  his  conversation,  will  vote 
the  saine.  I  shall  not  assign  my  reasons  for  ray 
vote;  they  have  been  already  assigned  by  others, 
and  are  so  obvious  as  not  to  require  repetition.  I 
metely  rose  to  justify  myself  from  a  charge  of 
inconsistency.  Tt^e  gentleman  apologizes  for  his 
vote  in  1798,  by  saying  that  he  yielded  his  opin- 
ion to  a  caucus.  There  might  have  been  such  a 
thing ;  but  the  Journal  bears  testimony  that,  if 
there  was  a  caucus,  I  did  not  yield  my  opinion  to 
it.  I  did  then^  aud  always  will  do,  what  appears 
to  me  to  be  right ;  and  more  espectallv  standing 
as  the  Representative  of  others,  I  will  do  what 
their  good  appears  to  require. 

M%  BoBWBLL  said  he  would  state  to  the  House 
his  reasons  for  supporting  the  bill  on  the  taUe; 
like  the  gentlemen  who  preceded  him,  he  would 
do  justice  to  the  motives,  and  treat  respectfully 
the  arguments  of  those  in  opposition  to  it.  It  has 
been  admitted  by  all  who  have  spoken,  after  the 
example  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Rowan,)  who  commenced  the  disculsion,  that 
nome  additional  troops  were  necessary  in  existing 
riicumstances)  but  that  the  pruposed  nointter 
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WM  too  lari^  for  a  Peaee^  and  too  i mall  for  a 
WarEstablubment.  This  u  ao  adminion  which 
leares  erery  penon  to  judge  of  the  a  amber  requi- 
site from  the  riev  he  takes  of  the  danger  to  which 
the  cotiatry  is  exposed.  Mr.  B.  thought  a  ^ust 
desertptioD  had  been  gifen  of  onr  sitnatton,  enjoy- 
ing neither  the  security  of  peace,  nor  apprehending 
with  certainty  the  danger  of  actuai  war ;  but  in 
a  state  which  will  prombty  terminate  in  the  lat- 
ter. He  said,  the  manner  in  which' Mr.  Rose's 
mission  bad  terrotnated,  and  the  grounds  assumed 
by  that  Mioister,  created  strong  presompiioa  of 
an  attack  from  Great  Britain,  against  wnlch  he 
was  anxious  to  guard.  In  his  answer  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  he  ivys,    whether  any  denial  or 

*  such  protraction  of  redress  bare  occurred  on  her 

*  part  (Qrent  Britain,}  as  to  render  Deoessarjr  or 
*jDstlfiabla  the  persererance  in  an  edict,  which, 

*  wben  sot  neeetsary  or  justifiable,  asfomes  a  char- 
'  aeter  of  aggression,  ana  whether  on  the  result  of 

*  those  considerations  the  negotiation  can  be  re- 

*  turned  with  a  due  regard  to  bis  honor,"  &c. 
When  we  couple  with  this  declaration  the  lan- 
gnage  of  crimiuaiion  and  complaint  against  the 
proclamation;  the  assertion  of  its  hostile  nature 
and  injurious  effect  on  the  naral  service  of  his 
Government,  and  the  disposition  known  to  exist 
toward  us,  it  will  not  be  unreaionable  to  antici- 
pate danger.  That  Minister  tells  us  the  procla- 
malion  .has  driven  from  ibis  station  the  English 
ships  of  war,  and  affords  protection  to  the  vessels 
of  their  enemies ;  under  this  aspect  of  affairs,  it 
appeared  indispensable  to  strengthen  the  accessi- 
ble and  valnerable  points  of  the  Union ;  to  rein- 
force the  troojn  stationed  in  our  distant  Territo- 
ries end  frontier  posts. '  But  it  is  said,  by  a  gentle- 
man from  North  Caroliaa,  it  wilt  be  a  clerelieiioD 
of  principle  to  raise  troops,  because  it  was  con- 
demned 10  1798.  Mr.  B.  contended  that,  if  be 
could  show  the  state  of  the  world,  and  the  object 
for  raising  men  wasdissiroilar,  the  objection  would 
of  course  fall,  and  he  tbougbt  that  Could  be  demon- 
aCrated  satisfactorily  to  erery  mind.  In  1798,  we 
were  engaged  in  a  contest  with  France,  which  it 
was  thougnt  might  be  easily  adjusted,  and  few 
feared  an  iarasioD  which  would  seriously  threat- 
en our  country.  At  that  lime  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  bad  not  been  enlarged,  and  the 
whole  extent  of  them  was  peopled  with  numbers 
sufficient  for  their  defence.  France  herself  was 
then  engaged  in  a  doubtful  war;  pressed  by  a 
formidable  combination  which  gave  full  employ- 
ment  to  her  armies  and  resonrces:  she  had  not 
then  extended  her  eimu're  beyond  Switzerland, 
the  Netberiandfl^  and  Holland ;  and  if  her  armies 
had  crossed  the  Rhine,  tbey  had  been  repelled. 
It  wasdifferent  now,  she  Dasorarun  Italy,  crushed 
the  power  of  Austria,  conquered  Prussia  and  Po- 
land, and  has  settled  the  North  of  Europe  to  her 
own  satiafaetiony^rerything  i>  secure  on  that 
side  of  her— coalitions  can  never  again  divert  her 
from  farurite  views.  Another  very  important 
event  has  occurred;  she  has  taken  possession  of 
PoriDgaf  and  will  soon  occapy  Spain  ;  with  the 
last  she  acquires  all  the  Spanish  Provinces  bor- 
dariag  on  our  Southern  limits  the  Ftoridas,  Mex- 


ico, and  Cuba;  what  assnranee  have  yea  she  will 
not  attack  jour  distant  territories  1  And  does 
any  one  believe,  remote  as  they  are  from  the  pop* 
ulous  parts  of  the  Union,  tbey  wilt  not  fail,  unlen 
you  have  a  force  to  defend  them  %  We  all  agree 
we  cannot  rely  on  the  friendly  disposition  f»f  that 
Oovemmeut;  the  documents  brfore  us  must  so 
eoovince  ^he  most  incredoloos.  -  Mr.  B.  said  it 
was  strange,  indeed,  if  gentlemen  could  not  per- 
ceive a  very  wide  difference  in  the  simaiion  of 
France  and  our  own  at  the  two  periods.  The  ob- 
ject for  which  men  were  raised  in  1798,  and  the 
one  proposed  now,  was  clearly  diflbrent,  and  the 
objections  equally  inapplicable.  It  was  then  id- 
tended  to  defend  the  nation  by  regular  troopa,aBd 
snbstitute  them  for  the  militia,  to  supeneoe  that 
species  of  national  force  entirely  ;  a  force,  when 
properly  organized  and  well  armed,  deemed  laffi- 
cient  to  meet  an  enemy  in  tbe  incipient  stages  of 
a  war.  The  arguments  in  faror  of  tin  mililiik 
the  efficacy  of  which  be  fallf  admitted,  woela 
apply  against  tbe  bill,  if  that  was  the  present  pla«. 
But  the  troops  to  be  raised  are  to  be  stationed  where 
the  country  IS  sparsely  settled,  destitute  of  miliua, 
tbe  inhabitants  of  which  are  not  sufficieoily  na* 
meroos  to  defend  themselves  against  the  iaeir* 
sions  of  a  foreign  enemy,  or  the  aepredatioas  of  a 
savage  foe ;  they  are  intended  la  protect  a  part  of 
tbe  Union,  and  not  tbe  whole,  and  that  part  which 
is  really  defenceless,  because  without  miliiit. 
Mr.  B.  said,  if  be  judged  of  the  conduct  of  Frtaee 
from  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  her  interest,  be 
should  not  sup|>03e  her  views  would  be  toraed 
towards  the  United  States;  there  were  other ob* 
jects  of  infinitely  more  importance  to  faeria  other 
parts  of  the  globe,  and,  even  on  this  contiaeot, 
there  were  acquisitions  mneh  more  easy  and  temK- 
ing.  But  tbe  operafiona-of  that  Ooveninnat  de- 
pended so  mucb  upon  ibe  iadiridual  feelinp  aad 
passions  of  the  Bmperor,  its  poliey  may  beeoae 
subservient  to  them ;  personal  resentm'ent,  to  a 
man  of  his  irriubte  and  despotie  ebatacter,  mf 
marit  us  for  bis  TeoKeafice  ainl  the  weight  of  his 
power.  Mr.  B.  said  he  thougiit  it  was  paniealti- 
ly  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  tbe  Hoose  to 
the  situatbo  of  this  country  in  relation  to  Great 
Britain,  and  tbe  defenceless  ooadition  of  onr  fron- 
tiers and  Territories,  in  esse  of  attack;  we  hii 
abundant  evidences  of  her  hosiitity,  and  knew 
with  what  facility  she  would  make-an  iropresiioo 
upon  points  essential  to  the  security  of  the  Wot- 
ern  country,  and  the  existence  of  tbe  Wetteia 
people.  Doaenilemen  recoMecl  tbeeitenlofOBr 
limits,  stretebing  ftom  the  lakes  to  the  Mississippi- 
aad  with  that  nrer  to  its  mouth ;  that  tbe  iabsb- 
itants  of  this  immenae  country  are  eiposed  to  the 


fu 

der 


ry  of  4he  savages  in  their  rtciDity,  who  are  a^ 
the  control  of  tbe  British,  and  easily  exeiiw 
by  them  to  hostility  ?  He  said  be  (bit  considwap" 
apprehension  from  the  movements  of  the  Britiw 
in  Canada,  and  aogured  much  danger  from  iihu- 
cations  of  tbe  Indians;  tbe  great  pr*P''"'*^ 
making  there ;  the  reinforcements  wnien  amr" 
last  Fall,  those  now  arriving,  and  the  expeditw" 
announced  in  Eodand  for  North  America,  cj"" 
riuced  kirn  aomething  was  medtitted  agaiasi  IW 
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United  States.  How  msjt  wis  it  to  oecopj  De- 
trmtaad  rara^  the  adjacent  oountrjr,  since  it  was 
UMrly  destitute  of  a  defenaire  force  I  The  conse- 
^m«e«s  had  been  sufficiently  detailed  br  a  gentle- 
nai  from  Eentnekr,  who  had  stated  tne  posses- 
aiea  of  that  place  by  a  foreign  enemy,  had  and 
iniiild  retard  the  population  and  progress  of  ati 
tlKMe  aetilemeois.  The  westers  part  of  Obto^  the 
bdiana,  and  Upper  LoDisiawi  Territories,  are 
«q«aUy  exposed ;  they  eanoot  b«  defended  against 
tae  powerfnl  and  nDmeroas  sarage  tribts  od  their 
borders ;  and  if  we  are  determined  the  iobabinnts 
ahaU  remain  seeare,  we  most  gire  them  troops. 
Tbe  towa  of  New  Orleans  deserved  partieafar 
ao«i«e,  ill  importance  to  the  Western  conntry, 
Md  ita  opemess  to  a  predatory  attack  from  Bog* 
land. 

Mr.  B.  said  oar  seaport  towns,  generally,  were 
«tpoaed  to  naTal  enterprises,  and  their  wealth 
wmM  inTite  them;  it  was  highly  important  to 
man  the  fortifications  now  wecting  with  regulars, 
who  voald  be  trained  to  the  management  of  caa- 
wm;  the  Hoose  cartainty  never  anproprialcd 
noney  for  this  parpote  withont  intending  to  nse 
ihem.  Nothing  eouU  be  more  absurd  tlutn  to 
leave  the  gons  and  ammunition,  and  works  of  the 
foTta,  without  men  to  preserve  them  from  destrue- 
tim.  It  iratottt  of  tne  question  to  think  of  im- 
peaingganisoadnty  upon  militia;  this  they  would 
■erer  undci^;  It  was  irksome  aad  dtsgu&tiog  in 
the  extreme,  to  be  confined  in  garrison  towns,  for 
which  the  militia  are  unfit,  by  their  discipline, 
piejadieesand  habits. 

Mr/  B.  eoald  not  state  precisely  the  number  of 
troops  requisite  for  this  service,  bat  he  thought, 
from  Che  number  of  our  towns  and  the  report  of 
Ihe  Secretary  of  War,  the  augmenialion  in  the 
bill  was  not  too  great;  he  declared  no  man  ^t 
Ww  faar  than  hinuelf  of  a  serious  invanoB,  or 
MOT*  cmfidenee  in  our  capacity  to  repel  it ;  the 
■cope  of  bia  rauoning  was  intended  to  show  that 
tWo  force  waa  wanting  to  resist  those  predatory 
oacpcdidono  which  would  be  diKeeted  against  the 
w«i^  mad  ralnerable  parts  of  the  Union,  so  thinly 
aettled  as  not  to  afibro  militia  for  their  defence, 
aad  ISO  remote  from  the  populated  paru  of  the 
Uniled  States  to  receive  timely  aid. 

For  the  defence  of  the  States,  he  relied  entirely 
npon  the  militia,  who  were  competent,  from  their 
MBabenaod  covrage,  to  seeare  them  efibctnally. 
Thogeatteihaa  from  North  Garolioa  (Mr.MAOoa) 
hmi  BMOtioned  a  eireumstance  which  had  great 
weight  on  his  mind,  it  waa  the  establishment  on 
oor  frontiers  of  some  strong  posts,  to  which  the 
foayle  eouid  resort  for  shelter  when  assaulted  by 
the  Infians,  to  whieh  the  wounded  might  be  con- 
nyad,aad  taken  care  of;  without  such  pbces  of 
aoCrcat  for  the  peo]^,  whole  settlements  would 
bo  awept  oC  The  geatleman  from  North  Garo- 
Um  has  told  tis  of  the  opposition  in  Virginia  and 
•Cher  Slates  to  the  Army  raised  in  1798,  and  hss 
Rttd  their  memmals.  Hr.  B.  said  the  gentleman 
was  rather  nafortunate  If  he  inferred  the  same 
Beatiments  exiMed  now  upon  the  augmentation 
of  the  Military  Batablishmeat.  The  Legislature 
of  Viigiaia,  m.  their  last  lenimi,  innnietcd  tlwir  | 
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Senators  and  reqnested  their  B^presentatives  in 
Congress  to  procure  for  the  defence  o(  the  eastern 
frontiers  of  the  State,  one  regiment,  a  fifth  put 
of  the  proposed  number  An  alamexisied,  and  he 
thought  it  well  founded.  It  was  impossible  to  feel 
secure  when  they  saw  the  Chesapake  blockaded 
by  a  British  squadron  in  defiance  of  the  national 
authority;  thar  commerce  harasaed,  and  their 
most  important  seaport  town  menaced  with  de- 
struction. The  Stales  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  have  manifested  the  same  inquietude ;  peti- 
tions have  been  prwented  daring  the  present  ses- 
sion from  the  iababitaats  near  the  Lakes  calling 
on  the  General  €k>veniment  for  protection.  Mr 
B.  could  not  concur  with  his  coUn|ue(Mr.RAii- 
DOLPB,)  who  contraded  the  preparauoos  in  Canada 
were  purely  defensive,  who  believed  the  British 
Gorcrnment  would  readily  compound  with  oi 
mutually  to  abstain  from  hostilities;  he  tbooght 
the  military  preparations  savored  strongly  of  of- 
fensive war,  they  were  unusually  large  and  for- 
midable ;  and,  whea  added  to  the  requisiiiooa  of 
militia  and  the  Indians  coUeeted  on  the  frontier, 
impresaed  thia  idea  forcibly  on  his  mind.  There 
was  another  circumstance  which  deaerred  eon- 
sideration—tbe  British  Qovernmeot  knows  the 
question  of  war  depends  upon  itself;  we  have  given 
every  pledse  of  our  desire  to  remsin  at  peace;  it 
is  impossitHe  to  doubt  this  fact  aAer  reading  the 
documents  befcve  the  pablio;  why  thca  prepare 
for  an  event  which  that  Uovernment  can  avert,  un- 
less its  views  were  hostile  7  We  have  been  told  the 
patronage  of  the  Bxecutive  will  be  iocreased  by 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  Headmitted  tbeposition; 
but  the  safety  of -the  nation  was  a  paramount  con- 
sideratioQ,  nor  will  any  man  contend  that  the  infln- 
ence  created  by  it  will  control  public  opinion,  in- 
timidate the  public  councils,  or  endanger  the  poli- 
tical inslituuona  of  the  nation.  There  are  two 
considerations  which  dlsfwove  the  suggestion; 
first,  the  service  fot  which  the  ttoopanre  destined, 
and  second,  their  relative  fMce  to  that  of  oar 
population ;  they  are  intended  for  the  protection  of 
thefrootiersaod  territories,  remote  from  the  body 
of  the  community,  with  whose  sentimeau  they 
cannot  interfere,  and  over  whose  morab  they  hare 
no  ioflueooe;  they  can  neither  contaminate  them 
with  their  vices,  nor  improve  them  by  their  vir- 
tues ;  the  one  aod  the  other  will  operate  exelu- 
Bively  on  themselves,  within  their  own  particu- 
lar circle;  the  liberties  of  the  nauon  are  not 
less  safe,  since  they  in  fact  do  not  amount  to  one 
in  ten  tbousaoti  of  our  able-bodied  men.  It  has 
been  said  the  expense  incurred  may  prove  nadeas. 
No  mamher,  said  Mr.  B.,  wishes  more  sincerelr 
that  may  prove  the  fact,  for  certainly  no  one  will 
more  readily  disband  them  the  moment  the  aspect 
of  our  afiairs  becomes  kaa  threatening;  this  haa 
been  slated  by  a  geatleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Maoon)  who  advocates  the  bil^  and  who 
very  properly  thinks  the  danger  to  which  we  are 
exposed,  warraois  the  eipeotliiure. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  opinion  be  had  advaneed  while 
in  secret  session,  of  the  relative  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  France  aod  England  by  this  conn- 
Ufi  had  been  noliecd  by  his  celleagoe  (Mr.  Raa- 
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DOLPB)with  great  iDgennity,  thoa^h  noi  satisfac- 
toriljr.  It  appeared  doabifnl  to  bim  from  which 
natioD  we  had  most  to  fear;  if  France  tacceeds 
in  the  contest  with  Eogland,  (an  event  not  rety 
probable)  she  would  be  enabled,  with  fewn  dim- 
cnliies,  to  extend  her  dominions,  and  not  because 
she  will  acquire  more  power,  but  because  she  can 
bring  it  to  bear  on  places  now  inaccessible;  on 
the  othtr  hand,  the  death  of  Bonaparte  would  be 
followed  by  the  dismembermeotof  the  French  Em- 
pire, the  dirisioQ  of  its  power,  and  the  re-asceod- 
eoey  of  England  on  the  continent  of  Europe.  Her 
commercial  connexions  would  be  renewed  ;  her  in- 
trigues revived ;  she  would  feel  in  the  jealousies  of 
European  nations,  and  the  total  destruction  of  their 
navies,  her  perfect  security,  and  the  maritime  des- 
potism she  even  under  present  emergencies  main- 
tains, would  be  entailed  on  the  world  with  increased 
rigor.  Without  calculating  on  the  dismember- 
ment of  the  French  conquests  by  the  ambition  of 
her  Generals,  the  constitution  of  France  iusores 
it;  the  Kirgdoms  of  Itair,  Holland  &c.  were  sep- 
arated from  France,  and  ne  contended  the  division 
of  Europe  would  be  more  substantially  equal  than 
previous  to  the  Revolution.  Mr.  B.  said  he  mide 
these  observations  to  show  the  impropriety  of  re- 
gulating our  present  poUcyby  a  supposed  result 
in  the  affiiirs  of  Europe.  We  have  been  told  of 
our  determination  to  remain  neutral,  and  from 
hence  it  has  been  urged  we  shall  not  require  an^ 
additional  force.  Gentlemen  should  recollect  this 
did  not  depend  upon  ourselves ;  is  there  any  pre- 
sage that  the  same  hostile  spirit  which  has  waged 
war  upon  our  commerce  will  not  extend  its  ravages 
to  the  land?  He  was  sincerely  rejoiced  to  fiod 
all  [Mrties  averse  to  war;  it  was  most  consonant 
10  his  feelings  and  views  of  the  national  interest. 
Indeed  lh6re  is  no  other  eonrse;  we  cannot  fight 
hoth  of  the  belligerents,  or  unite  with  either  of 
tbem,  DolwithfclaiHing  their  ardent  affection  and 
zealous  solicitude  for  our  interests.  France  has 
•equestered  our  ships  to  prevent  them  from  falling 
into  the  bands  of  England,  and  England  is  will- 
ing to  tax  us,  and  monopolize  all  our  trade,  for 
mnilar  reasons.  This  state  of  thiogs  is  novel  and 
unprecedented;  plundered  and  n^bed  by  both, 
under  the  most  insnlting  pretexts,  we  have  the 
alternative  of  cMitinuing  in  our  present  situation, 
or  of  becoming  parties  in  the  most  relentless,  de- 
structive war  ever  known.  Mr.  B.  said  he  wished 
it  distinctly  understood ;  he  did  not  consider  this 
measure  as  a  defence  for  the  whole  United  States, 
bat  of  a  part}  not  as  a  substitute  for  the  militia, 
bntfbr  tbe  proteciioo  of  our  frontiers,  where  there 
were  no  militia,  and  to  which  they  could  not  be 
cnried  without  great  ineoavenieoee  to  garrison 
fortifiealions,  for  which  the  militia  are-fitied  nei- 
ther by  their  diseii^ine  nor  habits. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  a  postponement  until 
this  day  week,  and  proceeded  to  state  reasons  why 
this  course  should  be  pursued.  He  was  fully  con- 
vinced that  if  the  bill  could  be  postponed  for  a 
short  time,  in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  view 
the  subject,  the  vote  would  be  very  different  from 
what  it  would  be,  were  the  question  uken  to-day 
«i  to-morrow.  He  regretted  cxtitmelj  tbe  iotro- 


duciioQ  of  the  bill  into  the  House— because,  uld 
he,  I  am  about  to  vote  against  it  and  shrink  from 
that  vote?  Nothing  farther  from  my  thoughts. 
I  never  met  a  vote  with  greater  pleasore  in  my 
life  than  I  shall  meet  this ;  but  I  wish  the  Howe 
and  the  nation  to  pause,  to  reflect  calmly  sad  cool- 
ly, not  only  on  the  circumstances  which  bsre 
given  rise  to  this  bill,  but  upon  later  events,  whidi 
if  viewed  in  a  proper  light,  instead  of  being  cm* 
sidered  as  eoforctog  the  measure,  ought  to  be 
deemed  as  a  strong  dissuasive  from  it.  Ueilln- 
ded  expressly  to  tbe  late  eommunicatioos  fnni 
the  British  Envoy  here,  and  the  French  Misister 
of  Exterior  Relations  (or  whatever  be  bis  title;  foe 
their  style  was  so  often  changed,  from  cbritiiu 
to  pagan,  and  from  pagan  to  christian^  that  iims 
001  easy  to  know  when  you  have  it  right;)  tbej 
were  to  him  a  reason  for  arresting  the  present  dis- 
pMition  to  arm  (not  the  nation)  but  to  raise  ssr- 
thtng  like  a  standing  military  force,  or  a  standlisK 
naval  force,  if  the  expression  might  be  used ;  isd 
it  was  correct,  since  we  had  a  naval  force,  not 
standing  at  this  time.  A»  had  been  justly  obserfd 
on  another  occasion  by  his  friend  from  Nwth  Ctro- 
liua  (Mr.  Maoom,)  we  had  built  a  navy  and  Ts*- 
tered  it  at  an  immense  expense.  What  was  the 
effect  of  it  f   To  [MVieet  commerce,  the  arowed 

Eurpose  for  wh  toh  it  was  raised  1  Not  at  all.  We 
ad  just  navy  enough  to  bait  the  war-tmp,  to  brtog 
us  into  difficulties,  not  to  carry  us  tbroush  thtu; 
jast  enough  to  give  rise  to  the  digai&ea  style  of 
"the  Navy  Department,"  which  had  dwiodW 
down  to  a  department  of  gunboau;  since,  iostesd 
of  protecting  our  commerce,  or  even  oor  ports  tsi 
harbors  with  our  ships  of  war,  we  were  boildiag 
gunboats  to  protect  them,  and  forts  to  protect  the 
gunboaU.  We  had  formerly  raised  a  ratf  nih* 
tary  force,  as  far  at  least  as  officers  went  »  fonn 
one»  for  we  had  a  swarm  of  them— On  bmJ 
For  what  use?  As  had  been  foreiUy  exprccM 
by  a  genilemao  from  North  Carolina,'  to  spm 
money  upon — as  a  cause  for  layiuff  taxes,  wUn 
ruined  those  in  public  opinion  who  imposed  than. 
For  these  reasons,  he  wished  the  majority  of  ik 
House  to  suspend  ectiog  upon  the  bill,  ifii 
only  for  a  few  days.  The  time  might  come  (be 
hoped  it  would  come)  when  gentlemen  might  be 
thankful  and  look  back  with  pleasure  at  baviif 
given  themselves  time  to  deliberate. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  dread  this  force  of  az 
thousand,  as  sufficient  to  overturn  ihs  Cowl** 
tion ;  but  objected  to  it  on  principle.  It  ms  naR* 
over  incompetent  to  its  alleged  object.  T^*^ 
and  the  arguments  in  support  of  it  did 
together.  Except  one  geotleBian,  who  had  tabs 
it  upon  the  ground  of  a  Peace  EstablisbmeDt,  tot 
one  consistent  reaaon  had  been  assigned  at 
favor.  The  gentleman  from  Boetoa  (lOr.  Qoncr) 
was  an  orthodox  disciple  of  the  old  school,  aid 
although  his  doctrine  was  no  doubt  f^^^^f^ 
isfactory  to  himself,  Mr.  R.,  as  a  dissenter  non 
that  school,  hoped  to  be  pardoned  for  not  eoaetr- 
ring  with  him.  It  is  enough  for  that  geatieBsn 
that  this  esUblishmeot  is  asked  for— be  t<.o^^ 
those  political  believers  who  say,  ask  aod  itsbiJI 
be  given,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  anto.yoi- 
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Mr.  R.  was  not  of  ihat  sect  in  pc^ties ;  he  iponld 
give  >parinslf,  and  doabnogly  open;  he  would 
not  open  the  door  of  the  Treaiory,  the  jiublic 
pwsCi  to  every  demand,  not  eren  from  the  highest 
aotbofity  co-ordinate  with  that  House. 

In  anigning  causes  why  the  bill  should  be  post- 
poned it  was  difficult,  if  oot  impossible,  to  refrain 
from  argument  on  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself; 
aad  for  this  reason.  The  bill  was  predicated 
(lo  use  a  fashionable  legislative  phrase)  on  an 
urgent  public  oecessiiy,  which  is  incompatible 
witk  procrastination  and  delay;  be  hoped  there- 
fore to  be  indulged,  if,  in  attempting  to  show 
that  the  que^iioo  ought  to  be  postpoaed,  he 
•honld  go  into  an  examination  of  the  fallacy  of 
tbe  argtunents  in  &Tor  of  the  biU.  Hu  eloquent 
frtcad  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Taoiv)  to  whose  good 
MrinioD  he  ^otild  feel  himself  jet  more  indebted 
if  Jw  wmnoteonseioas  that  his  compliment  ought 
ia  jDsiice  to  be  transferred  to  another  qtiarter }  for 
in  point  of  argument  it  bdonged  more  properly 
to  his  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Stan- 
PMS,)  whose  speech  that  day  for  weight  of  metal, 
for  solid  butlioa,  stood  unrirallRl ;  and  the  palm 
of  eloquence  might  more  justly  be  cballenged  by 
his  fiiead  from  Sooth  Garolinia  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wii/- 
uAiia,)  ortbe  geuilemin  from  Georgia  himself ; 
his  worthy  friend  from  Georgia,  who  had  given 
him  this  gratuitous  compliment,  which,  attboagh 
notconsciouti  of  deserviog  it,  Mr.  R.  highly  prized, 
because  be  was  sureit  flowed  from  a  sincere  heart, 
bad  assuredly  misunderstood,  because  he  had  mis- 
stated some  ol  bis  positions ;  for  that  geaileman 
was  ineapaUe  of  misrepresenting  from  any  other 
eanse  than  baring  miseoneeireabim.  The  mis-, 
take  perhaps  arose  from  Mr.  R.'s  own  inaccuracy 
of  expressioD,  but  he  was  inclined  to  think  not. 
He  did  not  (as  his  worthy  friend  understood  him) 
speak  of  bright  pros  pec  ti  of  peace  and  plenty 
breaking  in  upon  our  gloomy  situation.  Nothing 
like  iL  Bat  he  did  not  conceive  that  in  propor- 
doo  as  we  were  pressed  by  the  two  great  beflig* 
erents  was  the  remoteness  of  our  danger  from 
either.  Danger  from  both  united,  no  man  could 
apprehend  in  the  present  iuociure.  As  for  the 
eTonts  which  his  friend  ana  colleague  (Mr.  Bur- 
will)  described  in  the  womb  of  time,  as  possible, 
when  that  gentleman's  grandchildren  mi^t  come 
of  age,  tbcy  could  not  eater  into  the  present  cal- 
calation.  In  proportion  to  the  equal  pressure  of 
the  tvogreat  belligereitta  on  us,  are  we  equally  re- 
BMTed  from  danger  of  attack  or  invasion  by  either. 
The  Mdc-difibrenee  between  them  now  is,  that 
Qicu  Brhain  is  endeavoring  to  seduce  you  bjr 
TctT  eoarsc  caresses  and  einmsy  address  indeedt 
and  Fnnee  to  intimidate  you  in  the  war;  each 
is  anaioas  to  bend  yon  to  her  tKirposes,  and  differ 
only  ia  the  means,  (and  but  little  in '  them,)  by 
wbich  to  aeeompliw  the  object.  Now  in  propor- 
tion as  either  perceives  that  you  are  on  a  hostile 
footing  with  the  other,  will  she,  if  they  possess 
one  single  grain  of  common  sense,  recede  from 
her  pressure.  He  would  rather  stand  in  the  pre- 
diearaent  to  both  in  which  we  now  are,  than 
stand  in  the  same  predicament  to  either,  beiog  on 
tcfus  o{  amity  with  the  other }  because  he  feared 
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the  influenoe  of  hnnan  passions  oa  the  wisdon 
of  that  assembly.  He  feared  that  under  the  out- 
rages of  Great  Britain,  if  we  had  no  cause  of  coo^ 
plaint  against  France  we  might  be  mad  enough 
to  throw  ourselves  into  the  arms  of  France;  and 
that  if  we  had  nothing  to  complain  of  on  the  part 
of  England,  especially  at  a  time  when  her  great 
navy  would  stand  between  us  and  immediate 
danger,  we  might  be  equally  mad  and  depart  from 
our  neutrality  in  faror  of  England,  which  when 
we  do  neutrality  is  at  an  end  in  the  world  and 
liberty  along  with  it.  He  therefore  drew  com- 
fort from  tbe  two  representations  of  Messrs. 
Champagny  and  Krskine,  however  great  an  evil 
each  might  be  by  itself.  The  pressure  of  either 
of  tbe  belligerenu  was  separately  of  suffieient 
weight  perhaps  to  crush  our  neutrality ;  but  pres- 
sing upon  as  like  the  surrounding  atmosphere  in 
every  direction,  with  an  equal  loroe,  we  sbtmld 
not  be  able  to  perceive  its  specific  gravity,  but 
move  with  perfect  freedom  in  our  neutral,  ele- 
ment. Such  was  his  impression;  it  might  be 
false,  but  it  b«d  appeared  to  him  that  such  waa 
the  impression  on  almost  every  member,  of  the 
House ;  and  as  charges  of  inconsistency  bad  been 
urged  and  repelled  ne  would  show  that  he  had 
acted  upon  this  very  prineiple  in  the  session  of 
1805  and  6.  He  was  sorry  that  allusions  to  for- 
mer conduct  had  been  made ;  that  tbe  question 
of  coQsisteocy  bad  been  stirred,  because  io  an 
assembly  constituted  like  the  present  it  must 
have  an  ill  effect,  if  any,  on  tbe  cause  which  he 
wished  to  support.  Be  might  have  traced  manf 
of  our  present  difficulties  to  their  original  souro^  . 
but  he  had  abstained,  from  a  wish  not  to  prejo- 
diee  bis  cause.  They  bad  been  brought  into 
view  by  others,  and  it  t»ehooved  him  to  vindicate 
his  own  consistency.  In  1805  and  1806  be  was  of 
opinion  that  we  should  show  a  determined  front 
to  both  tbe  Powers  with  whom  we  had  come  into 
collision — that  Spain  beiogin  fact  identified  witk 
France,  in  proportion  as  England  saw  that  we 
were  not  disposed  to  recede  from  her  adversary, 
by  so  much  would  she  be  convinced  that  we 
meant  to  maintain  our  neutrality,  as  it  respected 
her,  or  yield  to  embroil  us.  with  her  enemy.  In 
proportion  also  as  France  and  Spain  saw  we 
would  not  relax  from  our  Just  claims  upon  Gh-eat 
Britain,  if  they  did  not  yield  to  embroil  us  with 
England,  tbey  would  be  convinced  that  we  meant 
to  hold  the  scales  of  aeutrality  not  onlv  with  a 
Tteady  and  impartial,  but  with  a  high  band. 
When  however  he  had  proposed  to  raise  troops 
for  the  defence  of  Natchitoehes  and  New  Orleans, 
for  tbe  Sabtne,  aad  Natchez  too,  no  treaty  wis 
pending  between  tbe  United  States  and  Spain ; 
the  negotiation  had  been  broken  ofi^  and  the  Presi- 
dent had  told  us  that  the  crisis  required  the  in- 
terposition oi  force.  The  negotiation  was  brokeiL 
off  io  a  manner  offensive  and  disgraceful  to  us, 
and  was  never  renewed  until  the  vote  of  two  mil-, 
lions  for  tbe  purpose  of  recommencing  it  passed 
that  House.  The  view  which  Mr.  R.  took  new 
was  the  same  which  be  took  then ;  but  unfortu- 
nately we  bad  pressed  but  one  party— end  that, 
against  whom  we  adopted  a  racasorc  of  eoeteioa. 
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(iIm  DOB-importatioB  Ht.)  was  tkc  very  partjr 
with  whom  we  had  aDegoiiaiion  actually  peod- 
iog.  Towards  the  other  no  step  was  taken  but 
Uie  vote  of  money. 

If,  said  Mr.  the  state  of  thin^  be  such  as 
my  friend  from  ueorgia  Kpresents  it — if  there  be 
danger  of  offeasive  war  waged  hy  either  of  the 
belligerents  upon  us,  or  by  t»  upon  them,  then  are 
all  our  measnres  fuooamenially  wron^.  IToa  hare 
been  warned  that  the  tigress  may  spring  opon  yoa 
in  the  night— we  bare  been  alarmed  by  tbs  fate 
of  Copenhagen,  and  the  seknre  of  the  Spaoish 
frigate*— even  old  Braddoek's  war  has  be«n  nim- 
moged  Dp  to  find  precedents  of  inaidioaa  attack. 
1  hare  ever  been  of  opinion,  and  am  now,  tbatar- 
gtiaaents  founded  on  justice,  reason,  or  the  laws  of 
nations,  (which  ere  the  dictates  of  reason,)  never 
hare  had  and  never  will  have  much  weight  in  the 
transactioM  of  nations.  They  bare  serred  to 
swell  the  ponderous  volumes  of  jurists,  and  to  stuff 
the  portfolios  of  diplomatists — nations  hare  never 
been  ruled  by  them,  and  never  will,  so  long  as  a 
saperior  tribunal  is  wanting  to  eoforce  obedience 
to  them.  The  Romans  indeed  put  on  the  sem- 
blance of  ihat  virtue  which  they  had  not.  although 
tbey  kept  op  the  character  and  preserred  the  coa- 
tama  with  great  address— but  even  they  paid  do 
r^rd  to  any  principle  of  fiiilh  or  justice  m  their 
cMduct  to  the  nci^boring  States;  for  tbey  at- 
tacked  and  deronred  ihem  one  by  one— keeping 
up  their  professions  until  tbey  had  di^sted  and 
ineia'porated  into  their  body  politic  tbe  immediate 
enemy,  when  tbey  insUnily  turned  their  arms 
afai&st  their  former  friend,  perhaps  the  rery  ally 
who  bad  assisted  them  in  their  last  eonqnest.  It 
is  therefore  that  I  do  aot  trust  at  all  lo  ihose  max- 
ims of  equity  and  good  faith  so  much  relied  upon 
by  diplomatists,  since  I  see  them  every  where  dis- 
regarded. I  see  the  same  system  pursued  on  land 
on  one  side,  and  on  water  on  tbe  other;  and  that 
tkey  have  no  respect  for  any  obligation,  however 
stored,  the  violation  of  which  may  ag^audize  the 
power  of  either.  1  shall  never  be  tbe  apolc^st  of 
either  Power ;  neither  sfaall  I  dwell  witn  peculiar 
erapheaia  on  the  aggressions  of  the  one,  passing 
over  at  the  same  time  those  of  the  other.  If  tbe 
atate  of  tbiogs  be  such  a«  my  friend  from  Georgia 
npreiCDts  them  to  be,  our  measnret  are  radici^ly 
defective.  If  warbe  expected, you  must  raisetbe 
mbergo,  arm  your  merchantmen,  and  scoffle  for 
commeroe and  revenue  as  wellas  you  can.  When 
tbe  great  American  tortoise  draws  in  bis  bead,  as 
this  nation  laying  an  embargo  his  been  compared 
to  this  animal,  you  do  not  see  him  trotting  aloog; 
be  lies  moticmKss  on  tbe  ground;  it  is  when  the 
fire  is  pot  on  his  back,  that  be  makes  the  beat  of 
hisway,aDd  not  tilt  then.  Tbesystem  of  embar- 
go is  one  system,  withdrawing  from  every  con- 
qoesi,  quitting  (he  arena,  flying  the  pit;  the  sys- 
tem of  raising  troops  and  fleets  of  whatever  sort, 
ia  »aother,  anid  omwBite  to  that  dormant  state. 
Aa  loii|;  as  tbe  OBbargo  exists,  we  consider  our- 
aiitna  in  a  state  of  peace ;  aod  it  was  laid,  I  w 
dntake  to  tay,  with  that  yivw,  at  least  socb  were 
Um  arguments  addnecd  in  ita  wror— that  it  would 
«v«  ul  tfaa  eapenae  of  aimies  i  that  the  anoaal 
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millions  otherwise  to  be  throwB  away  upoa  ar- 
mies would  be  saved;  that  we  sbouhl  keep  close 
boose  and  there  would  be  no  danger.  This  sr»* 
tem  of  expensive  Military  EUtabUshmeot — tbis 
is  no  time  to  exag^rate,  no  time  for  tropes  and 
figures  of  rhetoric,  lor  common  vense,  and  common 
sense  alone  ought  to  have  iofiuence — this  systsm, 
I  say,  does  cot  comport  with  yoor  system  of  no 
commerce.  Tbey  are  at  war  with  each  oiher,»d 
cannot  {go  on  together ;  and  in  lets  than  one  yew, 
even  with  these  6,000  men,  you  must  do  one  « 
three  things^borrow  money  at  extravagant  in- 
terest; lay  direct  taxes,  and  try  to  extort  it  Iron 
yoor  harassed  citizens,  who  canaot  comply  with 
their  engagements  to  one  another,  whom  the  shv- 
iff  is  even  now  hnatiog  with  his  writs — or,  open 
your  ports  and  scuffle  for  commerce  as  you  did 
during  tbe  American  Revolution— catch  itasyoB 
can.  The  two  courses  are  incompatible;  tbe 
Treasury  was  full  to  be  sure,  but  is  id  the  waae, 
and  tbe  expense  of  this  army  alone  will  sooa  eon- 
pletely  empty  it. 

My  worthy  friend  from  Oeorgia  has  said  tkat 
tbe  tigress,  prowling  for  food  for  her  young,  may 
steal  upon  you  in  the  night.  I  would  as  soon  it* 
tempt  to  fence  a  tiger  out  of  my  nlantatioa  with 
a  four-railed  fence,  aa  to  fence  out  the  British  navy 
with  this  foree.  It  i«  because  she  nuv  isome  ia 
the  niffht  aod  choose  her  point  of  atlaei,  that  this 
force  IS  incompetent;  for  that  very  reasoa,  sir, 
you  ought  to  be  pteiMred;  not  with  6^000  men, 
but  with  erery  man,  at  every  point.  The  gsntls- 
man  indeed  says  that  the  militia  system  is  so  d9- 
feelive  that  we  must  resort  to  this  force.  This  is 
a  reason  for  classing  them,  for  arming  tbeai,aad 
not  for  raising  a  standiog  military  fofce;  for 
if  it  be,  I  undertake  to  say,  that  we  never  sball 
bare  an  efficient  militia.  I  know,  with  my  col- 
league (Mr.  BoawELL,)  that  this  is  no  more  a 
staodiog  army  than  tbe  one  we  bare ;  but  if  two 
aod  two  makes  four,  (a  troth  sometimes  pressed 
upoD  us  by  gentlemeQ,)  this  is  an  addition  to  it 
A  standing  array,  after  all,  will  be  liable  to  the 
same  objections  urged  with  so  much  force  aniait 
tbe  militia — it  will  be  composed  of  men  of  oifier- 
eni  ages  aod  strength— the  roui^  and  active  muit 
wait  the  motions  of  the  old  and  slow,  and  that 
which  happened  with  Prussia  Will  hai^a  to  yoo  * 
you  wUlnnd  that  old  men  cannot  cope  with  yooaf 
men. 

Whilst  the  Prussians  marched  three  miles,  the 
French  conscripts,  by  their  superior  activity, 
marched  four,  interposed  between  Berlin  and  tbe 
Prussian  army,  and  tbe  battle  of  Jena  terminated 
the  campaign.  It  was  decided  by  celerity  of 
movement,  as  well  as  superiority  of  numbers.  I 
do  trust  if  the  Rochefort  squadron  should  land 
5,000  men,  or  a  British  squadron  eitber,thatnoone 
man  of  them  would  ever  live  to  return  home  with 
oews  of  their  destruction.  I  hope  that  on  the  sub- 
jeet  of  foreign  invauon  the  American  nation  wiU 
become  aa  proverbial  aa  the  lion's  den  in  the  labl^ 
that  no  retracing  atepa  from  pur  den  will  ever  be 
found;  for  in  caae  of  actual  war,  tbe  country 
would  act  as  one  man,  would  bring  a  foree  iauy 
the  field  against  which  no  Bnropean  army  could 
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tcud,  wbucrer  taptrioriijr  it  might  posiea  in 
(bf  irtiieial  modes  of  varniFe. 

It  kw  iodeed  been  Mid  tliat  nothing  would  be 
noR  taty  than  when  you  hare  done  with  this, 
tmy,  to  eommaod  it  to  lay  down  its  arms.  My' 
mrthy  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macoh) 
of  *|me  Kutiments  I  was  apprbned  before  I  rose 
yciterday,  and  whose  dissent  from  my  opioion 
would  hare  eauaej  me  to  distrust  it  if  I  had  not 
eoaeeired  that  bis  own  speech  in  favor  of  ibe 
■ray  was  ooe  of  ihe  most  masieriy  arguments 
igiiDBt  it,  and  I  assure  biin  I  was  not  slogular  in 
tut  e|HDioD — teils  us  that  it  is  easier  to  raise 
troop*  than  lo  get  rid  of  them.  Recollect  the  pat- 
riot umy  of  our  ReTolutioo — was  there  do  reluc- 
taaee,  no  arersion  there  expressed  at  bein^  dis- 
btaded?  There  wasj  for,  from  their  intimate 
eMaezioD  with  each  other,  they  felt  it  as  a  separ- 
alioa  of  body  and  soul ;  tbey  cannot  bear  it ;  it  is 
Htakiag  men  from  their  wives  and  children,  to 
tike  tbem  from  those  with  whom  they  hare 
ibued  Tictory  and  defoat  and  all  the  toils  and 
nftrisgs  of  war.  Was  there  no  expression  of  a 
wtlBieot  in  that  army  to  disbaaa  those  who 
were  disposed  to  disband  ihemi  There  was;  and 
ii  vaa  especially  honorable  to  tbeir  Gommaoder- 
ia-chief,  ifiadeed  any  peculiar  circumstance  could 
eoafer  booor  on  that  mao,  that  they  did  not  step 
fimb  against  tbeir  couutry.  it  is  not  from  the 
phjfieal  force  of  this  army  that  I  apprehend  aoy- 
tbing;  ii  isfrom  that  coBBexioo,that  ramification 
tfiatcreais  which  it  extends  to  every  class  of  t-oci- 
tij—fom  son  or  nephew  holds  a  commission  in 
tbe  army — my  neighbor  is  a  contractor — your 
>ade  supplies  this  tbioff,  my  faiber-iu-law  ibat ; 
tbe cfil  .extends  itself  through  all  society,  aod  is 
w  moog^t  that  it  requires  not  only  the  strongest 
hit  tbe  most  r«<rfute  hand  to  tear  it  asunder.  I 
aenr  again  expect  to  see  a  dbposiiion  for  reform 
se  ladiaU  as  tfauat  which  prevailed  in  the  first  ses- 
■ioD  of  ibe  seveDlb  Congress,  when  the  army  was 
n^Med.  I  do  not,  because  I  bare  seen  a  gradual 
nfazatioa,  a  genwal  backididiog  from  principles 
wbieb  were  then  coosidercd  axioms  in  politics. 

Bat,  let  me  ask,  where  is  the  crying  necessity  of 
umediately  passing  this  bill  7  Is  the  occasion 
for  laistBg  these  troops  so  urgent,  and  have  we 
beea  sittiog  here  for  six  months,  with  folded  arms, 
wd  aerer  thought  of  it  tilt  oowl  Or  is  it  that 
we  Tcel  impatient  to  get  back  to  our  bome^  aod 
by  wijr  saving  tbe  expense  of  keeping  Coogreas 
io  setsioQ  for  a  few  months-^to  save  the  expeose 
of  twoor  three  hnndied. thousand  dollars,  throw 
way  two  millions  on  the  first  tbing  which  pre- 
*Wi  itsdf  as  a  pretext  for  adjoornment?  I  will 
Mt  believe  that  the  urgency  is  so  great  as  it  is 
'*(>Waicd,  aod  that  gpntlemen  would  have  per- 
■lUcd  tbe  measure  to  sleep  till  now.  And  I  re- 
prMibat  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  we  can, 
wiiboiH  t  dereliction  of  principle,  eoDsent  to  raise 
nese  tnx^  for  a  possible  emergency }  it  is  our 
Miyiostay  here  and  watch  the  coming  storm,  to 
poride  for  tbe  event,  be  it  what  it  may.  1  am 
■ot  ameog  ihose  who  will  take  these  six  thousand 
<Bea  as  a  safeguard  from  now  till  next  Christmas, 
^rPMng  that  they  could  be- raised  iMtanto'j 
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tboagh  I  would  nnderwrile  all  the  loss  lo  which 
the  United  States  are  e^K»ed  from  this  time  lo 
that,  which  ooold  be  averted  by  such  a  force.  I 
would  guarantee  the  nation  from  any  danger 
which  may  accrue  from  this  time  until  our  next 
meeting,  which  might  be  suppressed  or  repelled 
by  tbe  force  now  proposed,  at  the  same  time  that 
i  should  not  be  willing  to  trust  to  them  against 
such  danger  as  may  rise. 

But  it  seeou  we  have,  as  we  had  in  '98 — when 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  tells  us  there  was  no 
protubility  of  a  war  with  France~I  am  afraid  be 
IS  rather  too  young  to  recollect  accurately,  for  we 
were  then  at  open  yrht—fiagranU  bello — we  have 
wealthy  cities  and  rich  banks  to  defend  from 
plunder,  and  we  want  these  troops  as  a  ralljring 
point  to  the  militia.  These  six  thousand  men  are 
to  form  rallying  points  against  every  attack,  fall 
where  it  may.  If  every  man  of  tbem  were  placed 
separate  and  apart  from  his  fellows  there  would 
not  be  points  enough.  Are  the  militia  afraid  of 
ghosu  1  Are  they  afraid  to  assemble  together  in 
their  own  defence  unless  protected  by  the  taU>> 
man,  the  charm  of  a  red  coat  for  a  bine  one*. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  dwelt  so 
much  on  the  importance  of  Detroit,  I  was  glad  to 
find  that  the  protection  of  tbe  Bank  of  Detroit^ 
amongst  the  rest,  was  not  a  motive  for  raisiug 
this  additioQal  force;  although  I  understand,  our 
positive  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  that 
this  bank  is  still  in  operation  aod  that  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  are  paid  in  its  paper  by"  one 
who  might  not  improperly  be  styled  president  of 
tbe  bans.  But  Qreat  Britain,  who  is  fortifying 
^ebee  againstatiaek  from  von,  is  to  uke  Detroit. 
It  must  be  immediately  retaken.  It  is  impossible 
she  can  retaip  it  a  day— we  have  too  strooff  a  popn- 
labon  in  tbe  western  parts  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  It  caa 
produce  no  Indian  war  unless  she  can  hold  it, 
and  would  osly  justify  us  in  rooting  her  out  of 
tbe  contiQeDt.  It  is  on  Britiah  America,  a  name 
so  justly  ofiensive  lo  my  friend  from  South  Caro^ 
lina,  (Mr.  D.  R.  Williaus,)  that  she  reliea  fox 
suBtenanee  and  support  of  her  rich  possessions  in 
this  quarter  of  the  globe,  upon  which  her  West 
India  islands  must  depend  for  food,  if  they  were 
not  already  fed  by  us,  the  embargo  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  on  cheaper  terms  than  supplies 
can  be  furnished  from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia: 
for  such  is  the  unfortunate  propensity  of  our  coast- 
ing vessels  to  be  blown  on,  make  leeway,  spring 
tbeir  mtsts,  or  stave  their  water-casks,  that  Ameri- 
ean  flour  was  but  a  shprt  time  ago  almost  a  drug 
in  the  Havana.  In  no  other  way  can  we  account 
for  its  heariofc  the  price  in  the  market  of  Balti- 
more which  it  even  now  does.  One  of  my  col* 
leaguea  not  lon^  since  obtained  leave  of  absence 
(o  visit  his  family;  on  bis  return  through  Fredei^ 
icksburg  a  vessel  bad  just  arrived  from  Antigua 
which  left  sixteen  sail  of  American  vessels  at  S^ 
John's,  who  bad  all  fallen  to  leeward  since  the 
embargo.  Tbe  current  of  ihe  Gulf  Stream  is 
cbaa^d,  sir — it  sets  from  Newfoundland  to  Cape 
Florida  and  sweeps  our  flour  along  with  it. 

My  coilea^ue  has  said  that  Great  Britain's 
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throwing  troops  into  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  is 
to  him  an  eridence  of  her  intention  to  attack  us 
in  that  quarter.  Infatuated  as  her  ministers  some- 
times hare  been,  such  a  Q^uixotic  project  never 
entered  their  beads.  No,  sir,  I  am  more  appre- 
faensive  of  her  inToWiog  us'  in  war,  not  as  an 
cnetny  but  as  an  ally.  The  race  between  her 
and  France  now  will  be  which  shall  iioonest  con- 
cede our  just  claims  in  the  hope  of  producing  a 
rapture  with  the  adverse  party.  The  only  thing 
which  now  can  lead  to  war  is  the  giving  to  the 
one  cause  to  believe  that  we  incline  to  the  side  of 
the  other.  If,  for  instance,  the  French  Emperor, 
whose  opinions  have  been  so  emphaticaUy  pro- 
nounced, should  consider  our  late  measures  as  a 
compliance  with  his  demand  for  the  exclusion  of 
British  commerce  from  our  ports,  as  an  expres- 
lion  of  those  dispositions  in  security  for  which 
American  property  is  held  sequestered,  and 
dkould  release  this  property  accordingly,  it  may 
lead  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  case  she  should 
take  up  the  subje'rt  in  the  same  point  of  view. 
Bat  if,  on  the  contrary,  she  shall  view  the  measure 
88  equally  directed  against  both  the  rfral  Powers, 
there  is  no  probability  that  we  shall  have  war, 
but  that  when  she  shall  see  the  tenor  and  com- 
plexion of  the  French  Minister's  communication 
to  us  it  will  produce  a  relaxation  of  her  late  ille- 
gal, offensive,  and  enormous  doctrines,  even  with- 
out supposing  (what  is  probable)  a  change  of 
ministry. 

My  excellent  friend  (Mr.  Macon)  says  that  no 
reparation  has  been  made  for  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake,  and,  with  him,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  none  will  be  made.  But  let  it  be  recol- 
lected, that  this  Oorernment.  (and  by  this  Oov- 
^bment,  I  do  not  mean  the  President  alone,)  han 
not  deemed  the  failure  lo  make  reparation  to  be 
A  just  e^use  fbr  war ;  or,  rather,  that  tt  has  deter- 
mmed  (dnd  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  not  correct)  not 
to  make  war  upon  the  aggressor.  We  are,  there- 
fore, not  in  a  state  of  actual  war  at  this  time  with 
Gieat  Britain  ;  and  ^vhaterer  may  lie  the  opinion 
of  my  friend  as  to  the  disposition  in  our  Govern- 
ment in  1798,  to  provoke  a  war  with  France,  he 
must  agree — his  good  sense,  candor,  manliness, 
and  ingenuousu^ss  of  character  must  compel  hini 
to  agree — that  actual  war  between  two  nations, 
whoever  was  in  fault  in  the  beginning,  is  a  state 
more  imperiously  requiring  military  preparations 
than  a  state  not  of  war,  however  great  provocation 
may  have  been  received.  In  1798,  even  conced- 
ing that  we  were  the  offending  party,  (a  point  not 
easy  to  make  out.)  we  were  at  war.  In  1808, 
though  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  we  are  the 
deeply,  justly  offended  party,  it  must  be  conceded 
that  we  are  not  at  war.  I  Selieve  if  we  had  taken 
measures  of  immediate  reprisal,  we  should  have 
been  at  war ;  or  when  Mr.  Rose  required  that  the 
Proclamation  should  be  withdrawn,  which  be  bad 
not  a  right  to  do  any  more  than  the  French  Got- 
ernment  had  to  expect  that  we  should  renew  the 
negotiation  in  1798;  if  we  had  then  taken  such 
measures,  we  might  have  been  at  war.  We  have 
not  taken  such,  and  we  are  not  at  war,  although, 
it  may  be  alleged,  on  the  very  brink  of  it.  It  ii 
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in  Tain,  therefore,  to  urge  a  state  of  quau  or  quid 
war.  as  a  jastifieatton  of  meatnrei  which,  in  ITOS, 
were  not  conceived  to  be  Justified  by  actual  war. 
But,  really,  I  was  of  opinion  that  a  quid  war  was 

one  of  the  last  in  which  my  friend  wonld  be  a 
party,  ill  any  manner  whatsoever. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  understanding  with 
Great  Britain  is  not  quite  as  good  at  present  ai 
hers  was  with  Turkey  and  Denmark  at  the  time 
of  her  attempron  the  Dardanelles,  or  Hellespoat, 
and  of  her  attack  on  Copenhaj;eo.  Admitting 
that  fact,  whar'does  it  prove?  It  is  well  knowa 
to  you — you  have  proof  in  your  pocket,  I  was  go- 
ing to  say — that  the  motives  for  the  attack oo  Co- 
penhagen, which  I  am  the  last  man  on  the  earth 
to  defend,  was  a  belief,  not  totally  without  foan- 
dation,  that  a  movement  Was  about  to  be  madeby 
France  at  the  same  time  against  Denmark  and 
Portugal  (with  the  connivance  of  the  former)  to 
put  these  countries  in  the  possession  of  France; 
the  Portuguese  not  manifesting  a  disposttion  to 
play  Into  the  band  of  France,  apprized  Great 
Britain  of  what  was  going  on,  and  we  know  what 
has  happened;  if  they  had  maoifesied  such  a  dit* 
position,  the  same  measures  would  have  been 
taken  against  Portugal  as  against  Denmark.  lam 
not  palliating  the  attack  on  Copenhagen  ;  but  we 
know  that  Denmark  was  not  disposed  to  resist  the 
intentions  of  the  French  Emperor — in  fact  riie 
possessed  not  the  ability — she  had  no  Brazils  to 
fly  to.  Are  gentlemen,  when  they  bid  us  beware 
of  the  fate  of  Copenhagen,  prepared  to  tell  ui 
that  Great  Britain  has  any  right  to  believe  that 
we  are  disposed  to  connive  at  the  destcos  of 
France,  or  become  a  passive  instniment  In  ker 
hands?  I  hope  not.  I  donot  coneeire  thatCheat 
Britain,  if  she  possesses  common  sense,  wtUerer 
dream  of  attempting  here  anything  like  tbeattaek 
upon  Copenhagen,  which  alone  conld  justify  an 
increase  in  our  military  force,  and  which  woald 
demand  an  effort  rery  disproportionate  to  this.  _ 

It  has  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  nemiM^ 
sentiente,  that  we  are  to  be  goverbed  by  ciream- 
stances  which  are  not  within  our  control.  The 
difference  in  this  House  on  ibis  question  has  been 
as  to  the  slate  of  those  circumstances  alone.  Two 
years  ago,  it  was  said,  fiat  justitia,  these  areow 
rightit,  and  we  will  not  attend  to  circumstances; 
we  will  know  nothing,  and  earenothingabouttbt 
balance  of  Europe ;  we  will  not  be  guided  by  it 
I  am  glad  to  find  now,  however,  thateircomstaa- 
ces  have  their  due  weight  in  our  deliberatioDs; 
that  we  are  disposed  to  nave  an  eye  upon  tfaem, 
and  that  they,  and  they  alone,  prevent  us  Aom 
laying  a  declaration  of  war  on  the  taUe  against 
either  or  both  the  two  belligerenta. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  New  Orleans  u  u 
the  vicinity  of  the  Havana,  and  that  weareexpos- 
ed  to  attack.  From  whom?  Does  the gentlemaa 
from  Kentucky  fMr.  HowAitD)  believe  tbM 
Spain  or  France  (for  they  are  one  and  thesMDff) 
are  capable  of  throwing  a  force  at  this  time  fro* 
the  Havana  into  New  Orleans  that  caa  maialiw 
it  a  day  asain^t  the  force  from  the  upper 
which  win  be  brought  down  against  them— ^ 
as  to  this  bosineas  of  faaTing  a  foice  ia  erWT 
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town  sufficaetit  to  ward  off  an  attack  A  la  Gch 
poihaeeB,  I  am  affaiast  it,  BDd  so  is  tbU  bill. 
NoffolK  and  New  York  need  mich  a  force  aa  much 
as  New  Orleans ;  and  so  do  WilmiDgton,  Ch&rles- 
toB,  and  otber  pons  as  mneh  ae  tbey.  Tbis  bill 
does  not  propose  to  raise  such  a  force;  it  is  not 
proposed  to  gtre  a  defence  against  zcotmdemain 
from  a  well-appointed  fleet  end  army.  When  the 
geDileman  mentioned  (be  Havana,  I  could  not 
Edp  thinking,  (for  Republics,  too,  have  ambition,) 
that  it  was  a  much  stronger  argoment  for  taking 
possession  of  Havana  than  fortiffiog  New  Or- 
leans, or  rather  for  garrisoning  it— for  it  was  for- 
tified, we  all  know,  against  the  conspirators.  I 
have  no  donbt,  so  far  from  New  Orleans  being 
amacked  from  the  Haraaa,  saoh  it  the  tide  of  ha> 
nan  ernts,  micfa  the  capiditf  and  ambition  of 
lAaa,  oadtf  whatever  form  of  Government,  that 
tfce  lime  will eorae  when  the  Havana  will  be  re- 
dueed  by  an  armf  from  New  Orleans,  or  some 
place  along  that  coast ;  and,  after  we  hare  got  the 
OKMith  of  the  Mississippi,  to  seenre  the  navigation 
of  the  river,  we  shall  want  some  other  place  to 
seenre  Havana;  and  we  shall  go  on  avail  other 
aations  hare  done,  trying  to  keep  what  we  hare 
got,  and  get  what  we  can. 

With  regard  to  the  importance  ef  these  six 
riKrasaad  men,  for  rallying  points,  I  think,  with- 
ovt  pretending  to  know  what  disposition  the  wis- 
dom of  the  KxecniiTe  may  make  of  them,  whe- 
dier  South,  West,  North,  or  East — no  donbt  my 
wortbr  frimd  heside  me,  (Mr.  MtmPORD,)  would 
be  (bd  to  have  them  all  at  New  Yorlt— that  out 
•f  these  six  thonsand  there  would  scarcely  be  a 
corporal^  guard  for  each  point;  and  I  want  to 
kaoW  what  elaim  any  one  point  has  more  than 
aaoiber  to  be  made  a  rallying  point? 

An  awnment  of  mine,  with  regard  to  the  effi- 
eieney  or  military  force,  has  been  much  misrepre- 
•enteo.  !  did  not  say  these  troops  would  be  eqaiv- 
aleot  to  the  militia  of  the  cities.  They  are  not 
equivalent;  I  woold  not  give  a  pinch  of  snuff  for 
taem.  If  this  array  be  so  necessary,  if  the  occa- 
sion for  it  be  so  urgent  tbat  we  are  to  be  precipi- 
tated at  once  into  the  measure,  what  are  we  dotne 
with  the  force  aroaod  iis  t  (the  Marine  Corps.)  1 
wight  have  been  well  justified  if  \  had  supposed 
dme  to  be  the  piping  times  of  peace  ;  for,  with  a 
trifling  exception,  I  never  heard  of  any  service 
which  tliose  troops  we  have,  have  ever  perform- 
ed. Where  are  they?  Wny  are  they  not  sent 
to  tntereept  the  tigress  9  It  is  evident  to  me,  if 
yon  eanoot  flod  emi^oymeat  for  those  troojR 
which  jroQ  have,  exoept  to  play  on  the  pipe  and 
tenhonne,  and  I  know  uot  what,  on  Sunday,  it 
is  a  ^in  demonstration  that  you  have  already 
noRthaa  you  can  put  to  any  beneficial  use ;  and 
tittt  mtlemen  should,  at  the  same  time  declare 
that  Ueydeen  fortifications  Unnecessary,  and  as 
■loncT  thrown  away,  and  yet  should  wish  more 
regular  troops,  when  the  main  reason  given,  to 
vor  of  the  bill,  (Qtfd  forbid  tbat  I  should  accuse 
aay  geatleroan  of  ineoosistency,  much  less  the 
gentleman  who  made  that  f4»ervation,)  that  we 
waat  these  men  to  take  care  of  these  fortifica- 
tioa^  aad  keep  them  in  repair,  is»  to  me,  astoa- 
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ishing.  What  are  six  thousand  men  to  man  a 
line  of  coast  of  two  thonsand  miles  in  extent? 
The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  bill  will  not  haag 
together.  The  reasoning  of  its  advocates,  if  trn^ 
would  show  that  the  biirougbt  not  to  pass.  Dan- 
frers  hare  been  held  up  to  your  imaginatira,  and 
if  there  were  ground  to  believe  their  existence, 
you  ought  to  bestow  two  millions  of  dollara  on 
implements  of  war,  to  be  put' into  the  bands  of 
every  one  capable  of  using  them,  instead  of  throw- 
ing out  of  your  Treasury  millions  on  these  mer- 
cenaries, and  dealing  out,  with  a  niggardly  hand, 
a  scanty  pittance  to  purchase  arms;  and  it  is  be- 
cause I  believe  the  balance  in  your  Treasury  will 
be  too  much  diminished  by  the  eoormons  and  use-, 
less  appropriation  which  mast  follow  this  bill, 
that  I  wish  it  to  be  postponed  that  we  may  make 
a  tibwal  appropriation  to  tbe-former  objecL  1  am 
more  astonished  and  surjprised,  and,  permit  me  R» 
say,  concerned,  for  I  feel  the  deepest  concera 
whenever  I  differ  with  the  gentleman  in  question. 
(Mr.  Maoon.)  and  nothing  but  the  impulse  of 
honest  duty,  knowing  as  I  did  of  the  difiereoce 
which  existed  between  us,  on  this  subject,  could 
have  prevailed  upon  me  to  rise  yesterday:  I  say, 
it  is  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret  to  me  that  he 
should  support  this-  bill;  that  he  should  declare 
the  preMot  Kstablishmeot  useless,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  declare  bis  williogDess  to  increase  it 
three-fold.  I  hopelbe  gentleman  will  pardon  me 
for  taking  this  notice  orhis  arguments,  as  well  as 
the  gentlemen  from  (Georgia  and  Kentucky,  for 
it  is  the  strongest  evidence  of  my  respect  for 
them. 

We  are  told  that  military  science  ought  to  be 
fostered.  I  agree  that  Ihii  is  a  military  age.  The 
century  before  the  last  was  an  age  of  nligions 
fanatieiam — the  worid  was  ruled  by  |B-iettoraft  j 
the  next  wasthe  century  of  political  intrigue  and 
negotiation— the  taking  of  a  single  town  was  the 
work  of  a  campaign ;  this  is  the  military  age,  a 
^reat  portion  of  the  world  being  overrun  and  suh- 
jQgated  by  military  despotism  ;  and  if  you  wish 
to  quench  forever  the  military  ardor  in  the  great 
mass  of  your  own  citizens,  who  aloae  are  to  res- 
cue you  from  the  general  chaos,  take  it  from  the 
whole,  kindle  it  in  a  portion,  and  make  them  ex>- 
ciusively  military  men-~confine  the  profession 
of  arms  to  a  particular  class,  speak  tauntingly  of 
the  militia,  or  at  least  damn  them  with  faint 
praise.  "  The  militia  are  the  only  defence  of  a 
irea  nation,  but  they  are  defective  in  organixation 
and  not  armed."  Ifes,  sir,  and  as  long  as  you 
waste  all  your  pains  and  treasure  in  oi^niziog 
and  arming  regulars,  defective  and  unarmed  they 
will  remain  to  the  end  of  the  chapter;  and  by  a 
perpetual  recurrence  to  ihissunding  army,  your 
children  will  read  in  your  history  that  of  every 
nation  who  has  preceded  you. 

It  is  said,  too,  that,  to  preserve  peace,  you  must 
prepare  for  war.  To  ifats  observation  I  agree,  in 
oae  sense,  but  not  in  that  in  which  ii  ia  applied ; 
for  it  admits  of  very  difierent  eonstruciioos.  If 
it  is  meant,  by  tbe  ot»ervation,  that  every  man  in 
the  eommuaity  should  be  armed  and  trained,  it  is 
tme;  because  whenever  it  ia  the  interest  of  the 
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eommimity  to  go  to  war,  they  will  rise  with  one 
Mcord.  X  ou  majr  safely  tra&t  qaestioos  of  peace 
or  war,  to  ihe  anbiassed  minds  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people ;  though,  sometimes,  in  moments  of 
cballtuon  and  efferveseeBce,  their  good  sense  may 
beear^daway,  their  interest  willsooD  recall  them 
to  reason.  To  attempt  to  preserve  peace  by  raising 
an  army,  which  for  the  purposes  of  war  is  a  mere 
Dothiog.  though  for  the  purpose  ofproduoiagastate 
of  war  it  is  most  cogent,  is  to  me  a  itraoge  way  of 
aroidiog  war.  My  priocipat  objection  to  the  bill 
is,  thatj  by  passhig  it  you  raise  a  force  whieh  for 
the  purposes  of  war  is  totally  futile;  but  for  bring- 
ing you  into  a  Mate  of  war  it  is  one  of  the  most 
powerful  engines  you  could  erect ;  for  this  bevy 
of  colonels,  majors,  captains,  and  corporals,  to  say 
DOthiDg  of  the  poor  privates,  and  wiui  these  take 
the  eoBtraetors  for  their  supply,  with  all  their 
whole  tribe  of  relations,  uDcles,  aunts,  and  graod- 
notbers,  irill  leave  nothing  undone  to  counteract 
the  true  interest  of  the  astion,  and  inoculate 
every  neighborhood  with  the  fever  of  war.  The 
peofue  who  are  receiving  two  million  a  year  from 
the  pubUe  purse,  will  never  let  go ;  they  will  even 
set  up  newspapers  to  support  the  cause — and  why  1 
Because  you  put  this  great  questioo  of  peace  or 
war  in  the  handsof  a  sort  of  privileged  class,  whose 
]>eculiar  interest  it  is  to  go  to  war  for  commis- 
sions, contracts,  boousses,  and  douceurs — while 
the  interest  of  ine  great  mass  of  society  may  call 
aloud  for  peace. 

But  my  friend  and  worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Bdr- 
will)  teUsus,that  the  State  of  Virginia,  so  much 
opposed  to  armies,  has  now  got  to  the  war  pitch, 
so  fat  as  to  want  oue  regiment  for  the  defenea  of 
half  a  millioo  of  souls  and  seTenty  thousand 
square  miles.  What  is  the  consequence  ?  That 
this  business  of  six  thousand  men,  instead  of  be- 
ing safficieoi  for  offensive  or  defensive  war,  either 
to  take  ^ebec  or  defend  New  York,  will  be  dis- 
persed in  companies — a  mere  maggot  of  the  day, 
a  poliiical  bobby-horse,  which  even  the  great  and 
respectable  Slate  of  Virginia  has  descended  from 
its  dignity  to  bestride.  Yes,  sir,  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  my  pareot  State,  of  whom  1  cannot 
speak  with  disrespect,  nor  will  I  suffer  any  man 
worth  my  resenimeat  to  speak  of  her  with  disre- 
MKCt  in  my  hearing,  has  been  carried  away  fay 
toe  military  mania,  and  they  want  one  regiment! 
What  will  fall  to  the  share  of  Delaware,  Rhode 
Island,  and  those  inchoate  anomalous  things,  our 
Territories,  when  one  whole  regiment  is  to  go  to 
Virginia  ?  I  respect  and  love  the  Legislature  and 
State  of  Virginia,  and  would  feel  myself  bound  at 
all  times  to  give  great  weight  to  the  opinion  of 
that  State  expressed  to  its  Representatives ;  but 
I  never  will  consent  that  one  raiment  of  these 
troops  shall  be  quartered  amongst  them.  I  do  not 
know  to  what  use  these  six  thousand  men  are  to 
be  applied  ;  hot  if  that  is  one  of  the  use^  if  for 
that  only,  I  should  be  against  them ;  for  I  know 
what  the  effect  will  be.  I  have  known  the  ra- 
eruiting  service  of  the  United  States  stopped  by 
the  indignation  of  the  pco[rfe.  The  people  ca 
Virginia  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  in  constant 
kM  mter  witli  the  federal  troops ;  and  those  who , 
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agreed  with  ihem  apm  betiar  ternUi  derived  m 
other  advantage  than  a  dissipation  of  their  tiaie, 
the  ruin  of  theic  estates,  and  the  eorruption  oi 
their  monls.  And  this  is  the  effect  whieh  I  an 
not  willing  to  see  again  produced  in  the  State  of 
Virginia. 

My  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macom) 
has  well  said,  that  the  time  is  not  now  as  it  was 
of  yore,  when  the  Franklins  and  Jeffersons  were 
our  represents  lives  in  Europe.  It  was  then 
the  interest  of  France  to  give  yon  consequence, 
for  the  purpose  of  lowering  Great  Britain.  In- 
deed it  is  now  her  interest,  if  she  had  sense  enough 
to  perceive  it ;  but  at  the  time  when  you  were 
colonies,  it  was  the  interest  of  Franoc  to  bobter 
you  up-— to  give  you  doneeura  in  return  for  the 
favors  you  bestowed  on  her  by  weakening  the 
power  of  Britain.  The  limes  are  altered  sinee 
the  Treaty  of  1778,  but  since  the  daiructioB  of 
that  treaty,  (I  thank  God  for  it— that  act  alone 
was  almost  sufficient  to  redeem  a  life  of  political 
sin)  we  hare  continued  to  r^fard  her'  with  the 
same  eye. 

But  I  think  that  something  has  been  said  of 
the  quarter  whence  we  received  this  bill.  1  hope 
not  to  depart  from  order,  not  to  be  guilty  of  a 
want  of  that  decorum  which  should  always  subaisi 
between  this  body  and  the  co-ordinate  oranches 
of  Government,  if  I  say  that  the  quarter  fnm 
whence  the  bill  comes,  the  auspices  under  which 
it  is  here  introduced,  and  the  name  given  it  at  tbt 
baptismal  font  in  the  other  House,  are  with  ma 
cogent  reasons  for  voting  against  the  hill.  U  is 
in  lact  the  Senate's  old  Peace  Establishment  bill ; 
we  give  it «  new  name — the  House  of  Rq>resea- 
utives*  War  EstabUshBcoC  bill ;  but,  after  it  u 

Kssed,it  depends  on  the  other  branoh  of  the  Legt>- 
-ure  whether  it  be  a  war  or  peace  estabUshoteat ; 
and  there  have  been  so  many  reasons  to  donbt 
the  firmness  of  this  House  when  coming  into  con- 
flict with  (he  other — it  has  so  often  gmn  way 
when  I  have  thought  every  mind  in  it  was  mads 
up — I  need  not  mention  the  salt  lax — I  am  as- 
willing  to  give  them  this  Miliury  Peace  Esubltsii- 
ment,even  with  the  flimsy  covering,  the  ill-contn- 
ved  swaddling  clothes  of  "an additional  milituy 
force because  hereafter  they  may  alter  the  tiil^ 
and  because  it  is  not  possible  taat  one  hundred  and 
forty  men  elected  for  two  years,  will  ever  resist  the 
influence  of  thirty-four  elected  for  six  year*— aw 
why?  Becausewearaihe  militia  and  they  are  the 
standing  army.  Gentlemen  smile.  It  is  a  fast ; 
they  have  a  permanent  character:  they  do  not 
cast  their  slough  as  often,  as  the  serpent  ninueB— 
and  perhaps  that  may  now  happen  in  that  House 
which  has  oCten  happened,  a  single  restive  mem- 
ber must  he  gratified.  But  I  have  other  reasons 
besides  that  lor  not  being  pleased  with  the  qaufx 
whence  this  bill  comes.  I  think  we  once  reeeiveo 
from  the  same  source  a  bill  for  suspMidiof  in 
privilege  trf  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  wo  ib- 
dignaatly  rejected  it,  and  yot  I  think  standing 
armies  and  suspension  of  the  habeas  coii^  ^J"^ 
always  go  hand  in  band  j  for  the  exercise  oMW 
privilege  of  habeas  owpueas  well  as  of  other 
and  dw  privileges  ace  ahtolutaly  iue/m^^  ^ 
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their  wf  natara  with  the  exiMene*  of  ■  itMidiog 
anny. 

I  mm  afraid,  sir,  that  too  and  the  Honse  are  of 
theopiiiioa  tlut  th«  adareialBDi  makiDg  to  them 
b  t*  parmaaeDt  io  its  nature  as  the  other  body  or 
the  siaadinf  arm^  itself.  I  had  uken  notes,  sir, 
soraps  of  onerratioiu  made  by  differeat  gentle- 
mab ;  I  have  endearored  to  answer  them  all,  with 
a  pore  sease  of  honest  duty.  If  I  were  selin^ 
with  a  riew  to  poliiicat  iriomph,  and  had  a  poh- 
tioal  enemy  in  this  House,  I  would  not  ask  of  him 
a  greater  favor  than  that  he  should  stand  forward 
as  the  supporter,  and  I  as  the  opjiooent  of  this 
bill ;  because  my  ground  is  impregnable,  one  from 
which  no  mm  can  be  driven  uotil  a  total  change 
takes  place  in  the  dispositions  of  our  people,  and 
Liberty,  whilst  she  dwells  on  their  tongues,  is  root- 
ed from  the  hearts  ud  affections  of  the  people. 
I  hare  stood  at  long  as  I  myself  coatd  bear,  and 
«til  fotu  padrnee,  sir,  piuiie  a*  it  has  been, 
most  M  exhausted.  I  hvg  the  House  to  consider 
if  the  necessity  for  this  bill  be  so  preasine  that  it 
may  not  be  postponed  for  a  short  time.  1  expect 

10  be  indulged  io  my  motion,  because,  atlhongh 
I  will  honestly  say  tnat  I  do  not  think  any  man 
eaa  eooTert  me  from  what  t  deem  the  true  faith, 
aad  I  hare  very  little  hope  of  others,  yet  it  is  pos- 
aiUe  that  some  of  us  may  cooriDce  oarselres  of 
■he  inexpediency  of  the  proposed  measure. 

Mr.  RaMooLPa'a  motion  to  postpone  the  sub* 
jaet  for  one  week  was  neipitivea. 

PDBLI(3  BUILDINGS, 

Mr  Stanfobo,  from  a  select  committee,  to 
whom  the  Presideot's  Message,  on  the  state  of  the 
pablie  boildinn  in  the  City  of  Waehiocrton,  was 
referred,  asked^  leare  to  r^ort  a  bill  This  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  D.  R.  Williamb,  but  it  was 
apeed  to,  forty-nine  to  thirty-fire.  Mr.  S.  then 
reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  cover 
an  Doauthorizpd  expenditure  of  fifty-one  thousand 
dollars  upon  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and 
appropriating  a  further  sum  to  complete  the  same. 
The  bill  was  read  the  first  time^  and  a  motion 
made  that  it  pass  to  a  second  readme, 

Mr.  Randolpb  hoped  not;  and  for  reasons 
which  he  trusted  would  be  satisfactory  to  all. 
When  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  was  sus- 

Cded,  when  credit  was  extended  on  custom- 
ise bonds,  it  was  no  time  for  a  wanton  waste 
of  the  patdic  money.  Fitltythoasaad  dollars  have 
been  expended  on  this  Capitol  beyoad  th«  appro* 
miation  for  that  purpose.  If  you  aiake  good  this 
defiej^  yoa  may  also  for  five  hundred  thousand 
or  fire  million  dollars.  The  officer  has  gone  into 
aa  iauoensc  expenditure^  which  is  in  every  point 
of  view  illegal  aad  unjustifiable.  It  is  enoogh 
focvs  to  make  good  the  expeoditiues  which  the 
Ktceotive  ehooscs  to  ineor  for  the  public  good 
<Hi  bisownrespoosibility ;  but  to  make  good  what 
a  private  agent  has  expended,  I  will  never  consent. 

11  this  is  done,  there  is  an  end  to  appropriation 
laws.  This  expense  has  been  incurred,  not  by  the 
Sucotire,  not  by  the  Head  of  a  Department  hut 
by  a  somebody  whom  we  do  not  know.  The  gen- 
tfemaa  froia  North  CaroliiM  (Mr.  STAMroan)  has 


Ementcd  a  naked  hUli  where  we  ought  to  bara 
ad  an  elaborate  report.  Whosoever  has  done  thia 
thing  must  be  respousible  to  the  United  Btatai. 
Take  a  plain  case.  Yon  employ  a  workman  to 
buildahouseforonethooaaod pounds.  Hechoosea 
for  some  reason  to  lay  out  more  without  consult* 
tog  yon..  He  alone  is  reqmnsible  to  those  whom 
be  engages ;  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  lJu 
extra,  expense. 

If  this  bill  was  agreed  to,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  most 
eoasider  all  eontn^  over  the  expenditure  of  pub* 
lie  money  as  absolutely  abandoaad. 

The  sum  in  question  is  not  a  great  thing  for 
this  great  nation;  but,  as  Hotspur  says,  *'ina 
matter  of  account  I  would  cavil  at  the  ninth  part 
of  a  bair."  Fifty  thousand  dollars  is  a  smart 
item  in  an  account.;  It  is  more  than  the  whole 
expense  of  some  State  (governments.  Our  chief 
resources  are  cut  off,  and  it  behooves  us  to  husband 
our  means  as  carefully  an  possible.  Thoueb  the 
sum  is  not  so  great,  yet  the  precedent  is  of^infin- 
itely  greater  consequence  than  five  millions  of 
dollars.  Mr.  R.  concluded,  by  moving  to  reject 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Stanfobo  lamented  that  so  much  busi- 
ness had  lately  been  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the 
public  printers  that  the  report  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Pnblie  Buildings,  which  would  present  a 
proper  view  of  thu  subject,  had  not  heen  yet 

Erinted  for  the  use  of  the  House.  He,  Mr.  S.,  had 
sen  himself  in  favw  of  a  detailed  report ;  hut  a 
majority  of  the  committee  thouebt  otherwise,  and 
instructed  him  to  pre.sent  a  btU,  as  the  shortest 
and  best  way  of  getting  rid  of  a  bad  business. 
The  workmen,  said  Mr.  S..  had,  after  a  fair  warn- 
ing by  the  Superiotendent,  proceeded  at  their  own 
risK.  He  would  himself  go  no  further  than  to 
make  good  the  deficit;  but  objectionable  as  that 
was  in  principle,  he  would  agree  to  it ;  there  waa 
a  sore  which  wanted  a  plaster. 

Mr.  Lewib  had  been  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee who  reported  this  bill.  He  did  not  understand 
it  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  a  naked 
bill  should  be  reported,  because  it  was  the  best 
way  to  get  rid  of  a  bad  business.  He  conceived 
the  faith  of  the  Qorernment  pledged  to  makegoqd 
this  deficit,  inasmuch  as  it  was  pledged  to  oon- 
plete  this  room.  Congress  were  convened  at  an 
early  period,  and  they  wanted  a  room  to  meet  in. 
The  sum  appropriated  was  found  insufficieat.tO 
complete  the  Representative  Hall,  and  the  sur- 
veyor and  workmen  thought  it  best  to  proceed  oa 
their  own  renpoosibility,  and  throw  themselves  on 
Congress.  Mr.  L.  hoped  the  bill  would  not,  con- 
trary to  all  usage  and  custom,  be  prematurely  re- 
jected in  this  stage. 

Mr.  Dana  conceived  it  proper  to  reject  a  hill 
only  whea  it  was  so  exceptionable,  and  contained 
such  a  palpable  absurdity  that  it  ought  not  to  be> 
deliberated  upoD.  Is  this  such  a  bill?  [Here  Mr. 
D.  read  an  extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Message 
at  the  first  session  of  the  seventh  Congress,  Tu 
which  he  insisted  oa  the  necessity  of  "appropria- 
'  ting  specific  sums  for  avery  specific  purpose,  and 
*  disallowiag  all  applteatioaa  of  auwey  varyiof 
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'  ^rom  the  appropriatioQ  id  object,  or  transeeading 
*  It  in  ■mount."] 

The  doctrine  here  adTueed,  Mr.  D.  said,  bad 
always  appeared  to  him  erroneous  and  not  ecoo- 
otaieal.  It  has  been  renounced  in  practice;  it 
has  been  completely  renounced  this  Tery  session- 
There  may  be  instances  in  which  a  public  officer 
may  do  right  in  expending  money,  and  throw 
himself  on  the  Government ;  he  may  deserve 
commendation  for  this  conduct.  Mr.  D.  conclud- 
ed with  saying  that  he  did  not  ^ive  any  intima- 
tion of  his  final  opinion  on  ezaminiog  the  subject 
further ;  but  he  was  clearly  for  having  the  hill  go 
to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Epppe  acreel  that  the  Sgperiniendent  had 
grossly  abused  Ilia  trust,  and  was  at  first  disposed 
to  reject  the  bill }  but  as  many  dependent  and  in- 
nocent tradesmen  and  mechanics  would  be  ruin- 
ed hy  it,  he  hoped  the  bill  woold  be  suflOwed  for 
the  present  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  a  further  in- 

J[uiry  made  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case  be* 
ore  a  decision. 

Mr.  Randolfb  eoosented  to  this  course,  though 
he  should  renew  bis  motion  to  reject  the  bill 
whenever  the  subject  was  called  up.  He  was 
willing  to  indemnify  individuals  who  might  suf- 
fer, by  referring  their  petitions  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  ^y  their  just  demands  out  of  the 
Treasury.  Mr.  R.  remarked  that  artists  were  not 
very  nice  calculators  in  money  matters.  He  was 
not]  therefore,  surprised  at  tbe  conduct  of  the  Sur- 
veyor of  Public  Buildings;  Mr.  R.  spoke  v«ry 
highly  of  him  as  an  architect,  and  thought  the 
FennsylTania  Bank  displayed  an  'excellent  Usie, 
and  the  Representative  Hall  did  great  honor  to 
his  abilities.  - 

Mr.  Eppbs  varied  his  motion,  and  moved  to 
recommit  the  bill  to  the  committee  who  reported 
it,  with  instructions  to  report  a^statement  of  cir- 
cumstances, and  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  ofijce  of  Surveyor  of  tbe  Public 
Building 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  in  a  speecb  of  some 
length,  severely  condemned  the  conduct  of  the 
Surveyor  of  Public  Buildings  in  making  the  ex- 
penditure in  question,  and  spoke  of  his  "outrage- 
ous audacity"  in  lately  altering  the  arrangemeot 
of  tbe  Representative  Hall  in  respect  to  the  en- 
trance to  the  galleries. 

Mr.  SrenMAH  hoped  tbe  bill  wonld  be  recom- 
mUted.  He  resretted  that  the  committee  had  not 
presented  to  the  House,  with  the  hill,  a  detailed 
report  on  the  subject,  that  it  might  now  have  pro- 
ceeded in  tbe  ordinary  course.  Mnch  has  been 
said  on  the  subject  of  specific  appropriations,  and  of 
tbe  impropriety  of  exceeding  them  on  aoyobjects 
of  expenditure.  Mr.  S.  respected  the  doctrine  laid 
down  on  that  subject,  as  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  (Mr.  DAnA,)bni,  though 
it  proceeded  from  high  auihorhy,  it  baa  been  since 
foBod  to  be  impracticable,  and  he  believed  it 
would  appear  to  have  been  given  up  hy  the  same 
authority.  That  Mr.  S.  miffht  present  to  the 
House  the  old  and  the  new  doctrioes  distinctly, 
80  that  tbe  contrast  may  tbe  more  strikingly  ap- 
peacj  he  b^ged  leave  to  read  the  tame  passage 
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from  the  President^  first  Metoige  to  tbeaeTcaA 

Congress,  which  was  read  by  hia  friend  fioni 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  Dana  :) 

"  In  our  care  of  the  poUte  coutributioiu  intnuted  to 
our  direction,  it  would  be  pnident  to  multtpl;  burim 
igainat  their  disoipation,  by  appropriatiog  ^ecificnimi 
to  every  specific  pnqMH  susceptible  of  dranition ;  by 
disallowing  all  applications  of  mouvy  mying  from  m 
appropriation  in  object,  or  transoending  it  in  snwiuit; 
by  reducing  the  undefined  field  of  contingMieieB,  sad 
thereby  drcnnuerUnog  discretioaary  powers  oTcr  »»• 
and  biuiglDg  badt  to  a  single  dapartmentdl 
■eoonntabilities  for  money,  where  the  examination  di^ 
be  prompt,  effieadous  and  oniform." 

The  new  doctrine,  swd  Mr.  S.,  is  to  be  fouod 
in  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  Sutei 
to  Isaac  Briggs,  Surveyor  of  the  lands  of  theUai- 
ted  States  south  of  tbe  State  of  Tennessee,  who 
had  been  authorized  to  explore  the  beat  route  for  a 
road  from  Washington  toNew  Orleans,  and  whoie 
expenditures  bad  exceeded  tbe  appropriatioo  to 
that  object.  Tbe  letter  is  dated  May  25,  1807, 
and  forms  a  part  of  the  printed  documents  which 
accompanied  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Briggs,  report- 
ed lately  by  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  laid  an 
our  table.  It  is  at  the  close  of  tbe  letter,  and  u 
follows:  "Gentlemen  who  say  they  wdl  never 
'  sanction  an  expenditure  made  without  a  pre- 
'  vious  law,  wiU  leave  their  country  exposed  lo 
'  incalculable  injury  in  those  unforeseen  occa^ 

*  rences  where  the  voluntary  sacrifices  of  viriuooi 

*  citizens  rai^ht  save  tbe  puhjie  interest,  if  the 

*  prospect  of  indemnification  were  not  shutout" 
Mr.  S.  hoped  that  the  comminee  in  their  report, 
and  the  House  in  considering  it,  would  be  goveraei 
by  tbe  doctrine  last  laid  down,  and  in  mercy  to 
those  the.  value  of  whose  labors  on  the  public 
buildings  had  exceeded  the  sum  appropriated  to 
those  objects^  would  provide  for  their  payment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Spfeb's 
motion  to  recommit  the  hill,  and  carried.  The 
committee  were  instructed  to  report  a  stateoieat 
of  facts,  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediescy 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  tbe  Public 
Buildings.   And  the  House  adjourned. 


WEDNEsnAY,  April  6. 

Mr.  LvoH  presented  two  petitions  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  eoonties  of  Randolph  and  St. 
Clair,  in  the  Indiana  Territory^  and  «  petition  of 
sundry  inhabiunis  of  the  Illinois  conntry,  respect- 
fully praying,  for  the  reasons  therein  set  forth, 
that  a  division  of  the  said  Territory  of  Indiaiia 
may  lake  place,  and  that  a  separate  Territorial 
Glovernmetit  may  be  established  over  tbe  country 
in  which  the  petitioners  reside. — Referred  to  Mr. 
Lton,  Mr.  PABXE,Mr.BoTn,  Mr.  Gaboneb,  Mr. 
HooE,  Mr.  Van  Ren8bsi.abb,  and  Mr.  Deanb, 
with  instruction  to  examine  the  matter  thereof, 
and  report  the  aame,  with  their  opinion  therenpoi) 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
roerce  and  Manufactnres,  to  whom  was  corona- 
ted, on  tbe  third  ultimo,  the  bill  to  eootinns  in 
,  force  "  An  «ct  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  ctctliB 
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easex,  to  State  lodges  and  State  Courts,*"  present- 
ed SD  amendatory  but  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  extend  jnrisdiciion,  in  certain 
easea,  to  State  Judges  and  State  (Sourts,"  and  for 
otber  paipoaeij  iriiieh  was  read  twie«  and  cont- 
initted  to  a  Oommiltee  of  the  Whole  to*morrow. 

A  meaaage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hkre  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  and  of- 
fences against  the  United  States;"  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

ADDITIONAL  ARMT. 

The  House  took  up  the  unfinished  business,  the 
bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.MoBELT  said,  in  giving  bis  vote  against  the 
present  bill,  he  ahonld  not  be  governed  by  the  same 
naoliret  precisely  which  appeared  to  influeace 
some  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to 
it.  I  do  not  feel,  said  he,  all  that  alarm  and  ab- 
bofTenee  at  the  idea  of  standing  armies  which  cer- 
tain gentlemen  have  ezpreased,  parUcalarly  the 
hooonble  nntleman  from  North  Qirolina,  (Mr. 
STAHPonn,)  whom  I  now  see  in  his  plaoe.  That 
gentleman,  it  seems,  however,  is  conslraioed  to 
aekoowIed|^  that  in  one  instance  he  was  induced 
to  onite  wuh  Federalists  in  voting  for  a  standing 
army.  But  he  felicitates  himself  eztremelr  that 
k  is  the  only  Federal  vote  be  ever  did  give  in  the 
wbolecourseof  his  poUtieal  life.  Sir,  I  am  happy, 
since  that  gentleman  considers  this  as  so  great  a 
sin,  that  so  fair  an  opportanity  is  afforded  him  to 
alwolve  himself  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  guilt 
of  it,  by  this  publie  and  penitential  coufesaioo  of 
his  error.  And  I  could  umost  wish  that  the  tears 
of  contrition,  which  I  presame  mnst  have  started 
into  his  eyes  at  the  bare  mention  of  the  deed,  could 
hare  been  transferred  to  the  record,  and  that  his 
Tote^  like  the  rath  of  Uhda  Tbbjf,  might  hare  hvsa 
blotted  cot  for  ever. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaher,  from  present  drevmatauces, 
I  think  it  somewhat  proUematieat  whether  a  ma- 
jwirf  of  those  who  will  vote  against  this  bill  will 
■  Boc  be  Federalists ;  and,  if  so.  the  roK  in  wbieh 
that  gentleman  will  be  included  must  be  called  a 
Pederal  vote.  It  would  really  be  unfortunate  if 
that  gentleman  should  be  subjeeted-io  the  stigma 
of  joining  in  a  Federal  vtite,  both  few  and  against 
standtog  armies. 

I  am  against  this  bill,  Mr.  Speaker,  beeanse  no 
evidence  has  been  presented  sufGcient  to  satisfy 
mj  mind  that  there  is  at  present  that  danger  to  be 
apprehended  from  any  quarter  which  readers  it 
reqaisite  to  raise  this  force.  And  at  a  time  like 
the  present,  when  oar  resources  are  so  rapidly 
dinuBishing,  and  when  so  g^at  a  portion  of  our 
eitixeiu  are  snfferin^  so  severely  under  the  preas- 
me  of  those  prceantioaary  measures  which  we  see 
already  adopted,  I  cannot  reeoneile  it  to  my  duty 
to  snbjeet  them  to  the  expense  of  raising  armies, 
which  I  do  not  consider  as  essentially  necessary 
tor  their  safety  and  protection.  It  is  trne,  we  were 
told  hf  the  Presid«it  in  his  Message  recommend- 
ing this  measure,  that,  "  From  the  danger  arising 
'  to  our  country,  from  the  contests  of  other  na- 
*  lions,  it  seemed  to  hin  eapedient  th«t  we  sttonld 
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'  hare  an  augmentation  of  our  military  Tofctt" 
And  the  Secretary  of  War  has  given  it  as  bis  opin- 
ion that  it  would  be  proper^ to  raise  the  number  of 
six  thousand  men,  as  is  proposed  by  the  present 
bill.  Bat  the  opinion  of  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary of  War  do  not  appear  to  be  predicated  upon 
any  particular  occurrenae^  which  at  ibis  time  rea- 
ders the  state  of  our  aflairs  more  alarmic^  than 
they  had  been  for  a  long  time  prior  to  that  period ; 
Bor  does  any  part  of  the  information  coaiained  in 
the  voluminous  documents  which  have  been  re- 
cently transmitted  to  us  by  the  President,  in  my 
opinion,  justify  the  belief  that  we  are  in  any  im- 
mediate danger  of  hostility  with  any  nation ;  or, 
rather,  that  we  have  reason  to  expect  such  an  ia- 
rasion  of  aay  part  of  our  teiritorr,  as  to  require 
the  raising  an  army  at  this  time,  for  the  purposes 
of  national  defence.  Great  Britain  (if  we  are  to 
credit  her  deotaratioDs)  has^  no  disposition  to  go 
to  war  with  us— it  certainly  cannot  be  for  pkt 
interest.  And  it  is  not  pretended,  I  belie  re,  that 
our  Government  has  any  intention  of  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain,  or  of  going  to  war  with 
her,  beeanse  France  has  thought  proper  to  make 
the  declaration  in  our  behalf.  We  hare  yet.  I 
hope,  a  fuSiQlent  share  of  independence  left  to  let 
even  the  mi^ty  Emperor  know  that  in  concerns 
of  this  consequence  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of 
managing  our  own  affairs  in  our  own  way.  From 
France  we  can  have  little  to  fear,  so  long  as  Great 
Britain  maintains  her  present  naval  superiority, 
and  her  fleets  ride  everywhere  triumphantly  opon 
the  ocean.  Should  this  great  barrier  be  removed, 
me  might  indeed  have  occasion  for  serious  alarm. 
At  present,  the  only  hostility  which  we  hare  rea- 
son to  apprehend  from  either  of  those  Powers,  is 
that  upon  our  commerce,  of  which  we  h^re  alrea- 
dy had  so  much  cause  to  complain.  But  we  are 
told  that  the  embargo  was  to  be  the  grand  spe- 
ciAe  in  this  case ;  tbtt  this  would  not  only  sare 
us  from  war,and  seenre  to  us  the  blessings  of  peace, 
but,  by  prodneing  famine  and  distress,  compel 
speedy  and  ample  justice  from  all  these  nations 
which  might  be  disposed  to  infringe  upon  our  com- 
mercial rights.  This,  it  has  repeatedly  been  urged 
upon  the  floor  of  this  House,  must  be  the  unavoid- 
able effect  of  the  embargo.  I  do  not  refer  to  the 
precise  time  when  the  law  was  passed,  for  then 

Smtlemen  in  favor  of  it  were  rather  sparing  of 
eir  temarks.  Their  only  solicitutle  appeared  to 
be  to  have  the  law  parsed,  and  they  ;were  willing 
to  let  the  arguments  in  support  of  it  remain  for 
subsequent  coQsideration.  I  could  wish  therefore 
that  gentlemen, before  they  hare  recourse  to  stand- 
ing armies,  would  consent  to  wait  a  little  longer, 
until  a  more  fall  experiment  shall  be  made  of  the 
efficacy  or  io^cacy  of  their  fitrorite  measure. 

It  is  mentioned  in  the  President's  Message,  as  a 
further  reason  for  raising  these  troops  at  this  time, 
that  the  season  is  deemed  farorahle  to  that  object. 
I  am  not  certain  that  I  understand  correctly  what 
is  meant  by  this  remark ;  but  if  we  are  to  under- 
stand by  it  that  the  season  is  deemed  favorable, 
because,  hr  the  operation  of  the  embargo,  vast 
numbers  of  our  citizens  are  thrown  out  of  employ- 
meat,  and  have  no  means  of  acquiring  a  sanist- 
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tDce,  ftnd  tlwr  therefore  it  will  be  ia  the  powei^ 
oar  recroUioff  officers  to  preseot  them  with  the 
alternative  of  eDlialJeff  upon  such  terms  as  they 
maf  offer,  or  of  starriDs:,  this  woold  iodeed  be 
bringing  the  thitig  to  an  ^  issae  of  some  sort,"  and 
p^haps  to  an  isase  farorable  to  the  object.  Bat 
teally  I  would  ask,  whether  lo  calculate  apon  tab- 
jsg  adrantage  of  the  distresses  of  oor  fellew*eiti- 
tens,  prodoeed  by  otir  own  measnres,  ia  perfectly 
compatible  with  that  liberal  and  magnaoimoos 
policy  which  honorable  gentlemen  would  wish  to 
ebaracteriae  tbe  measures  of  QaTemmeat  1 

I  woold  not,  bowerer,  be  uncharitable.  Per* 
haps  the  sngnstion  in  the  Heaeaga  proceeded,  at 
least  partly,  from  motires  of  human  ity-~from  a 
diapoaitino — I  cannot  exactly  M.y  lo  "ease  the 
mimth  of  tabor's—but  to  prevent  it  from  disooa- 
tinojog  chose  mwratiom,  which,  id  the  present  im- 
perfect state  of  our  nature,  are  found  so  eonreni- 
cnl  for  a  comfortable  subsistenee.  Bat;  from  vbai- 
erer  motire  the  soggestioa  maf  hare  originated, 
the  reason,  If  rightly  Dndersiood,  will  not  only 
eoniinae,  but  be  constantly  growiug  stronger  dur- 
mg  tbe  existence  of  the  embargo.  And  if  these 
troops  are  ever  raised  for  tbe  pay  proposed  to  be 
given  them  by  this  bill,  (Ave  dollars  a  month,)  I 
a^rehend  it  must  be  beeaine  the  teuton  ie  fawr- 

l  beg  it  may  not  be  understood,  Mr.  Speaker, 
from  any  remarks  which  have  fallen  from  fue  to 
opposition  to  tbe  present  bill,  tbat  I  should  not  on 
all  occasions  be  disposed  to  raise  any  force  which 
I  might  consider  requisite  for  the  safety  and  de- 
fence of  tbe  eoaatrj;  bul,befOTe  I  vote  to  raise 
that  force,  I  wish  if  possible  to  be  informed  what 
tbe  danger  ia  which  la  apprebended,  that  f  may  be 
enabled  to  form  an  opinion  whether  it  ii  adequate 
or  appropriate  to  the  object. 

I  have  already  observed,  ^r,  tbat  I  see  do  reason 
at  present  to  expect  an  invasion  of  any  part  of  onr 
territorv  from  any  Power.  And  I  believe  chat  tbe 
two  millions  annually,  which  would  be  necessary 
to  sapport  this  army,  might  in  other  ways  be  more 
advantageously  expended,  evA  for  the  pnrpoaea 
of  national  defence. 

But,  sir,  at  this  particular  period — at  a  crisis  tto 
vn favorable— when  our  revenue  is  so  materially 
reduced ;  whpo  business  is  at  a  stand,  and  indi- 
viduals so  much  deprived  of  the  ordinary  means 
of  meeting  pecnniary  demands,  it  io  our  duty  not 
to  make  the  public  burdens  heavier  than  is  abso- 
lutely regulsrte  for  the  ^nblie  safety.  Whatever 
may  be  necessary  for  this  object,  the  people  will 
at  all  times,  I  bare  no  doubt,  be  prepared  cheer- 
filly  to  do  and  stiffer.  For,  although  ibe  position 
nay  not  be  conceded  by  all  to  be  strictly  correct, 
tbat  *<  we  are  all  Pederaliett  and  all  Republicane," 
yet,  sir,  I  flstter  myself,  that  in  a  day  of  real  dan- 
ger, it  will  be  found  that  we  are  all  Ameriearu — 
tbat  we  shall  be  ready,  as  one  man,  to  rally  around 
'the  standard  ofour  Union,  and  to  make  every  ex- 
ertion and  every  sacrifice  for  the  defence  and  pro- 
tection of  those  liberties  and  that  independence 
for  which  onr  fathers  no  bravely  fought  and  bled. 

Mr.  Tallhaoqb  said,  that  after  tbe  lengthy  and 
tUe  diseiUBton  which  this  bill  had  tiadergon^  as 


well  in  CommitteeoT  the  Whole  as  itr  tbe  Htnw, 
he  could  hardly  flatter  himself  with  the  hopediat 
he  shoold  be  arae  to  throw  ronch  light  upon  the 
subject.  Bot  BO  long  as  there  were  any  gentle- 
men on  that  floor  whose  minds  wete  yet  balanc- 
ing on  the  question,  and  be  had  reason  to  believe 
there  were  some  in  that  condition,  he  felt  it  to  be 
tt  duty  which  he  owed  that  honorable  House  and 
the  nation^  to  ofi'er  his  sentiments  on  tbe  impor- 
tant question  now  before  them. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
STANFoan,)  who  spoke  yesterday  at  some  length 
in  opposition  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  seemed 
to  felicitate  himself  that  he  bad  never  gtveo  bot 
one fedenU  vote.  and.  from  his  remarks,  he  wished 
to  M  understood  a*  naving  never  committed  but 
one  politiciU  sin  in  his  life.  For  this,  indeed,  he 
seemed  to  be  so  penitent  tfaa^  from  my  heart  I 
can  forgive  him,  and  cmat  no  honorable  gntK- 
man  who  heard  him,and  witneased  thedeqicoi- 
trition  which  aeemed  to  flow  from  his  heart,  will 
be  OBwitling  to  pardon  an  offence  which  he  deem- 
ed  so  atrocious.  Tbe  heinous  nature  of  ihecrioie 
seems  to  consist  in  this,  that,  in  1798,  be  voted  for 
tbe  army  which  the  Qovernment  then  determined 
to  raise,  and  now,  in  1808,  his  political  faith  has 
veered  about,  and  he  finds  himself  constraiaed  to 
vote  against  tbe  bill  on  your  table,  which  pro- 
poses to  raise  an  inferior  loroe  on  a  more  nr^at 
and  pressing  occasion.  To  this  sort  of  ptHtteal 
nnlem  perfection  I  lay  no  claim ;  for,  altboaeh  a 
much  younger  legislator  than  tbe  gentleman  iroai 
North  Carolina,  f  have  doubilesa  committed  mny 
mistakes;  but  never  have  intentionally  erred,  h* 
dead,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  seems  to  be  ao  astoaiM- 
ing  propensity  in  some  genilemen  of  this  booiw- 
able  body  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  Hooie  in 
giving  their  reasons  at  lei^hwby  they  flu  it 
necessary  to  change  their  vote  on  the  present  froo 
a  former  similar  occasion.  Having  no  compone- 
tioDB  of  this  sort  I  have  ooconfeseion  to  make; 
and  give  me  leave  to  add,  1  hope  never  toseethe 
chair  of  tbe  SriAKca  turned  into  tbat  of  St.Pe' 
fer.  Taking  tbe  Constiiuttou  for  my  guide,  aao 
the  public  good  for  my  object,  I  shall  neverseardh 
tbe  jonrnaTs  to  find  how  I  voted  on  a  former  «• 
easlon.  Becaose  I  voted  to  raise  troops  wbenine 
Spanish  army  violated  our  territory  on  the  9i- 
bioe,  does  it  follow  of  course  that  I  must  vote  fer 
this  bfU  1  Or  because  I  opposed  the  bill  anihw- 
ixiog  the  building  (rf*  gnnhoats,  am  I  eoinpn- 
led  to  voteHgainst  the  bill  on  year  teUe.wtl 
may  appear  to  he  eonslstent  1  In  the  case  of  tae 
Spanish  eggresalon  I  did  vote  for  the 
troops,  and  greatly  lament  that  they  had  not  Mta 
brought  into  the  field  to  vindicate  our  insulted 
honor.  The  gunboat  system,  beyond  a  {pven 
number  for  our  rivers  and  shoal  waten,  I  did  op- 
pose with  all  my  heart}  most  conscientiously  be- 
lieving them  to  be  a  most  miserable  sort  of  mii'''- 
time  defence  for  our  seaports,  coasts,  and  harbors. 


tbe  bin  aeco  rdingly.  .  ^ 

Before  1  ptecaed  to  oAv  tbe  noma  tniMnwm 
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goTcra  me  Id  the  von  I  am  aboat  to  pje,  I  think 
It  }woper  to  state  the  precise  force  which  the  Inll 
on  your  table  proTioei.  The  five  re^imena  of 
iafantry  aod  one  riflemeo,  will  eonsikt  of  two 
handred  aod  lerenty  commissioned  and  staff  offi- 
ecrft,  and  four  tboasand  eight  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four cadets,  noo-eommiasioned  officers,  and  pri- 
Tates.  The  regimeot  of  light  artillery  will  bare 
thirty-five  officers  and  seven  haodred  and  eiffht^r- 
fonr  cadets,  non-commissiooed  officers,  ana  pri- 
vates; aod  the  regiment  of  light  dragoons  will 
conaist  of  tbirty-eight  officers,  and  six  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  cadets,  non-eommissioDed  officers, 
and  privates — making  a  total,  when  completed, to 
the  nublbbmeat,of  three  hoodred  and  forty-three 
offieerttand  sixtbouMnd  two  hundred  aeid  tbirty- 
aix  cadets,  DOQ-commissioDed  officers,  and  orivates. 
So  that  ae  whole  complement  of  men.  officers  in- 
eluded,  will  be  rix  thousand  five  hundred  and 
Bevenly-niDe.  The  present  Peace  Eatablishmefit 
amonnis  to  three  thousand  two  hundred  and  thtr- 
ly-Mic,  officers  included,  which,  with  the  eorps  of 
oginecrs,  sod  certain  necessary  attendants  about 
aeamf^wiU  make  our  military  force  aboat  ten 
thonaand  men.  This  may  serve  to  correct  the 
opinioiM  of  some  ffentiemen  who  have  estimated 
the  troops  contemplated  by  this  bill  to  be  from  five 
thoBsand  even  to  nine  or  ten  thousand  men.  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  gire  my  reasons,  as  briefly 
as  I  can,  why  I  advocate  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  the  measure  comes  recom- 
mended to  us  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Sums. 

In  makiog  this  remark,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be 
•eeosed  of  courting  the  favor  of  the  Bxecuiive, 
by  a  Uind  devotednesi  to  his  measures.  Having 
Barer  bem  ehaiged  with  this  political  sio,  I  shall 
take  BOiimetocxeulpatemyaelffromit;  butpro- 
cecd  to  remark  that,  being  placed  by  the  Consti- 
tution as  «ur  great  political  sentinel,  it  is  his  duty, 
on  the  approach  or  danger,  to  make  it  known  to 
the  Legislature. 

En  his  Message  of  Febmary  the  85th,  after  ex- 
hitnting  the  dangers  which  threaten  us,  and  pro- 
pouBgan  aogmenuttoo  of  our  military  force,  he 
i^iarks :  "  I  submit  to  tbe  wisdom  of  the  Legis- 
'  htare  whether  tbey  will  authorizea  commeace- 
■  nent  of  this  precautionary  work,  by  a  present 
(  proviston  for  raising  and  organiztag  some  addi- 
( ttoni  force."  I  can  hardly  conceive  of  language 
more  appropriate  for  tbe  purpose,  and  coming 
AtHD  such  high  and  responsible  authority,  I  am 
disposed  to  give  the  a^bject  a  fair  and  candid  eon- 
•deration. 

2.  My  second  reason  in  favor  of  this  meunra 
k  drawn  from  the  present  slate  of  the  world. 

WiH  gentlemen  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
wretched  state  of  Europe  at  this  day  %  Will  they 
permit  themselves  to  reflect  on  the  great  events 
vhieh  have  followed  each  other  in  such  quick 
sveecssioo  within  a  few  years  past,  that  they  can 
seareely  credit  what  they  hare  heard?  How 
many  kiogdoms  have  changed  their  masters,  or 
have  been  entirely  swallowed  up  by  the  conqaeror 
of  tbe  Suropean  world  ?  What  other  oouniry  on 
earth,  cucpt  our  own,  can  this  day  deservedly 
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boast  of  a  free  Repnbliean  Government?  Since 
war  has  become  a  sort  of  trade,  shall  we  not  be 
warned  by  the  example  of  the  world,  and  make 
some  preparation  to  meet  it  ? 

3.  But  a  more  forcible  argument  may  be  drawn 
from  our  particular  relation  to  the  two  great  bel- 
ligerent Powm  of  Borope.  These  two  mighty 
Powers,  in  fact,  sway  the  destinissof  all  Europe; 
and  the  one  having  control  by  land,  and  tbe  otber 
by  sea,  have  been  not  noaptly  compared  to  the 
tiger  aiid  the  shark.  Can  any  gentleman  who 
b^rs  me  remember  the  insults  and  injuries  whieb 
were  heaped  upon  na  by  the  Spanish  troops  in 
Lfouisiana,  and  not  blush  for  his  degraded  coun- 
try? If  we  tura  from  our  Western  frontier 
what  do  we  find  on  the  South?  The  Fleridas 
extend  along  our  Soathem  line,  and  afford  an  easy 
approach  to  a  French  or  Spanish  foe.  Oa  the 
North  and  Bast  we  are  eirenmseribed  by  British 
territories,  from  which  irmntlons,  in  oaseof  war, 
mightbe  madeinioNew  England.  Wbatisthems- 
ent  state  of  our  fortifications  oil  tbe  seacoast  from 
8(.  Croix  to  St.  Mary's  ?  And  uc  we  well  se- 
cured on  tbe  West  against  savage  incursions  ? 
What  is  the  p/esent  state  of  our  rejatioas  either 
with  France  or  Great  Britain  ?  Is  it  not  a  feet 
that  each  of  the  rival  Powers  is  endeavoring  to 
draw  us  into  tbe  present  war  ?  And  atthoagh  oat 
best  policy  must  lead  us  to  pursue  an  honest  oeu- 
trality,  yet  I  cannot  feel  satisfied  with  an  aspect 
of  profound  peaoe,  when  tbe  world  seems  to  be  in 
arms.  la  addition  to  this,  I  know  how  repugnant 
it  is  to  the  feelings  of  the  militia  to  perform  gar- 
rison duty,  and  to  man  your  fortifications.  This 
duty  must  be  done  by  disciplined  troops,  or  I  fear 
it  will  be  but  inefficiently  performed.  It  might 
be  fbrthM  nrged,  that  the  serviee  (rf  a  portion  of 
these  trD0|w  might  be  well  emi^oyed  in  erecting 
aod  repairing  fortifications. 

4.  Another  benefit  to  be  derived  from  such  an 
establishment  is,  that  it  might  serve  to  form  a  mili- 
tary school,  to  teach  the  scieaee  of  war,  and  to 

Erepare  them  for  actual  and  useful  servioe  in  tbe 
our  of  danger  and  trial.  Bome  gentieracu  sap- 
pose  thai  discipline  and  military  service  may  be 
learned  in  a  day ;  but  -  since  war  has  beoome  so 
much  a  trade,  it*  p>riaeiples  and  art  most  be  stud- 
ied. A  great  portion  of  the  skill  and  science  of 
mankind  is  directed  to  the  most  effectual  mode  of 
destroying  tbe  human  race;  and  perhaps  tbree- 
fourths  of^the  revenues  of  the  world  are  expended 
for  the  same  object.  It  most  be  ftdly  ana  mad- 
ness, therefore,  ia  any  nation  not  to  take  warning, 
or  to  refuse  useful  instruction  ^om  the  eum|He 
.  and  condoet  of  others.  War  is  a  great  calamity, 
aod  the  aurest  way  to  avoM  it,  is  lo  ba  prepared 
for  it. 

Bat  this  measure  is  olgeetrd  to,beea«Mthe  aai- 
litia  ought  to  be  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance, 
and  are  competent  to  this  duly.  That  our  ulti- 
mate resort  mast  be  to  Ihe  militia,  for  the  defence 
of  our  country,  I  do  not  deny;  but  that  they  are 
fully  competent  to  all  the  dotieaof  the  field  aad 
the  fort,  I  do  not  admit.  No  man  has  greater  con- 
fidence in  the  yeomanry  of  our  couotry,  when 
properly  o^aaized  and  equipped,  to  defend  oar 
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country  . against  an  iovadiog  foe^  than  myself.  I 
hare  witnessed  iheir  serrioes  in  the  late  Rerolu- 
tiooary  war,  and  the  faithful  page  of  history  will 
hand  down  the  record  of  their  deeds  to  posterity, 
with  boQor  and  applause.  But  then  it  ought  tu 
be  remembered,  that  some  of  their  proudest  ex- 
ploits bare  been  performed  when  acting  in  con- 
cert with  a  regular  force.  When  I  cast  my  eyes 
around  this  Hall,  I  am  glad  to  s^e  geoilemeQ  who 
took  aa  active  part  in  the  Btruggles  of  our  coun- 
try under  iis  severest  pressure.  To  tb^m  would 
I  with  confidence  appeal,  when  I  assert,  that  a 
single  company  or  batuilion  of  disciplined  troops 
has  been  like  a  phalanx  to  which  the  militia  mitffat 
resort,  as  to  a  eommoo  centre.  Equally  usefulin 
attack,  in  defence,  or  to  cover  a  retreat,!  shall  not 
bazara  much  bv  saying  that,  when  opposed  to  a 
regular  and  weU-appoioted  force,  the  militia  are 
iMfficient  without  them.  In  proof  of  this  remark, 
need  I  state  the  progress  which  the  British  array 
made  in  the  Southern  States,  in  the  lale  Revolu- 
tionary war  1  The  destruction  of  the  flourishing 
towns  of  New  London,  Fairfield.  Norwalk,  Dan- 
bury,  &c.,  in  the  midst  of  a  populous,  thickly  set- 
tled country^  and  with  but  little  loss,  is  stroDg 
,  proof  of  the  justice  of  my  remark.  I  would  fur- 
ther observe,  that  in  point  of  economy,  either  of 
money,  of  labor,  or  of  health  and  life,  uodiaci- 
plincd  militia  ought  not  to  Im  otir  only  military 
drfeoca. 

2.  Another  objection  made  to  this  .bill  is,  be- 
cause standing  armies  are  dangerous  to  civil  lib- 
erty. That  tbey  may  be  used  by  profligate  aod 
iHcked  rulers  for  this  purpose,  I  do  not  deny;  but 
can  any  gentleman  be  seriously  alarmed  for  such 
an  event,  even  if  we  had  tea  times  this  force, 
when  he  reflects  that  we  have  from  600,000  to 
1,000,000  of  able-bodied  militia  ready  to  defend 
their  country  7  In  favor  of  this  objection,  gentle- 
men have  cited  the  case  of  the  Army,  at  Newbury, 
in  1783.  An  artful  incendiary  had  spread  his 
•Donymoos  publications  through  the  Army,  cal- 
culated to  excite  their  resentments  against  their 
country,  because  from  her  impoverished  condition 
their,  services  bad  not  been  fully  remunerated.  I 
hope  no  anfaroraUe  infovence  will  be  draws  from 
this  areuL  when  I  assert,  ibat  after  our  illustrious 
leader  had  ex[^oed  to  the  offiecrs  the  situation 
of  our  eouDtrjr.and  bis  confident  belief  that  erery 
possible  exertion  would  be  made  by  the  Qoven- 
meot  to  justice  to  their  Army,  not  one  advocate 
could  be  fonnd  to  support  the  hostile  attempt.  A 
more  nrgant  oeeuion  than  this  I  trust  never  will 
occur.  ^ 

3.  An  objection  has  been  urged  hv  my  colleague 
(Mr.  Mojuly)  who  preceded  me,  that  because  we 
are  not  in  a  state  of  war.  therefore  these  troops 
are  not  wanted.  I  fully  accord  with  bim  in  the 
declaration  that  we  are  not  in  a  state  of  open  de- 
clared war ;  but  I  am  not  satisfied  that  our  defence- 
less situation  should  court  an  invanioa.  By  a 
timely  preparation.  I  would  convince  the  world 
that  we  mean  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst;  and 
if  lb*  expenditure  of  a  few  millions  in  preparation 
and  defence  sh«U  prevent  a  war,  it  wiU  oe  econ- 
omy in  the  end.   Ir  Great  Britain  was  lo  disposed, 
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and  not  otherwise  engaged,  with  her  immcnie 
fleet  she  could  transport  troops  to  any  of  our  ports 
on  the  Atlantic;  and  in  the  event  of  a  gc-aenl 
peace  in  Europe,  where  can  the  victorious  Napo- 
ieoa  send  hia  myrmidons  but  to  the  West  lodtet, 
or  America?  I  hope  neither  of  these  ercDis 
may  ever  be  realized ;  but  I  greatly  prefer  beiog 
ready  for  such  a  trial,  to  that  of  being  foood 
sleeping  on  our  post.  Separated  from  Europe  by 
an  immense  oceao,  and  unwilling  to  lake  iny 
part  io  their  civil  or  military  operations,  no  satioa 
OQ  earth  shoiUd  be  permitted  to  land  any  troops 
oii)Our  shores.  If  the  madness  or  ambition  of  aoy 
proud  conqueror  should  attempt  such  a  measure, 
the  deadly  conflict  should  commeneeat  the  water's 
edge.  As  the  veterans  of  Europe  would  probdily 
be  the  invaders,  the  disciplined  troops  of  America 
only  would  be  able  to  decide  the  contest  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonei^  Should  such  a  prisiserer 
arrive,  I  shall  hazard  nothing  bv  declariog  thit 
the  militia  will  be  found  unequal  to  the  conflict. 

i.  It  is  also  said  that  Military  Estabtisbmeoti 
are  expensive,  and  therefore  ou^bt  to  be  avoided. 
This  is  undoubtedly  true,  and  grows  out  of  the 
necessity  of  the  case.  Toe  question  at  issue  i* 
not  whether  an  army  is  an  expensive  institution; 
but  whether  in  the  present  state  of  the  world  it  is 
prudent  and  proper  for  this  Gorernmeot  to  in- 
crease its  militarir  force.  The  gentleman  fron 
North  Carolina  telb  us  that  be  is  so  unhappy  u 
alwaysj  from  an  early  impression,  to  associate  the 
idea  of  taxes  with  the  very  name  of  au  army. 
This,  I  doubt  not,  must  be  unpleasant  to  bin ;  bat 
when  he  reflecu  that  tbe  laborer  is  worthy  of  bis 
hire,  it  may  be  useful  for  bim  to  lay  aside  his  pre- 
judices ;  for,  if  fighting  must  be  done,  the  man 
who  defends  us  by  his  arms  is  as  worthy  of  bis 
reward  as  be  that  works  on  the  soil.  Permit  me 
here  to  express  my  regret  that  any  genilenaa  in 
debate  should  speak  contemptuously  of  those  who 
are  willioz  to  jeopardize  their  lives  in  our  defence. 
The  gentTeman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  IUndouv) 
has  frequently  attempted  to  expose  the  regular 
soldier  to  ridicule  and  contempt,  who  (to  use  the 
gentleman's  favorite  expression)  hires  himself  to 
be  shot  at  for  sixpence  a  day.  Why  do  we  heir 
language  like  this  on  the  floor  of  this  House  t  Tbe 
profession  of  arms  has  always  been  honoraUa,  •> 
well  in  the  savage  as  tbe  civilized  state  of  Ue 
world,  and  probably  always  will  be ;  and  sofcly, 
sir,  it  cannot  be  wise  to  render  any  class  of  aiea 
odious  or  cootemptiblef  whose  services  we  nay 
s|>e«dily  need.  Attbouxh  I  deprecate  the  neces- 
sity which  calls  for  such  service,  yet  from  habit 
I  cannot  but  love  aod  venerate  tbe  soldier  wbo  is 
brave,  and,  standing  in  my  place  as  a  Represent- 
ative of  toe  people,  I  feel  constrained  thuspab- 
licly  to  bear  testimony  against  all  such  uogeoe- 
rous  reflections. 

5.  It  is  further  objected  that  tbe  force  now 
posed  to  be  raised  is  too  great  for  peace,  and  too 
small  for  war.  How  is  the  precise  standard  to  be 
determined  1  Some  gentlemen  sa^  we  are  now 
in  a  state  of  war,  others  think  our  situation  vssUy 
critteaL  and  many  spppose  it  is  neither  peace  Bor 
war.  SVom  this  disaimitarity  of  opinion  tbe  nu 
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cooclusioa  is  that  the  preseot  adJiiioaal  force 
must  be  about  right.  It  lias  also  been  termeJ  a 
quid  atmy  by  some,  and  a  quid  war  by  others. 
Here  agaia  ihe  force  is  adapted  precisely  to  the 
emf  rgeucy — inasmuch  as  it  ts  an  iacipieni  step  I 
/eel  eomtraioed  to  approve  of  it.  . 

6.  The  last  objectioa  I  shall  notice  is  that  the 
hill  is  not  sufficiently  precise  as  to  the  period  for 
which  these  troops  are  to  be  engaged.  Altbough 
calislments  are  limited  to  five  years,.Tet  by  a  con- 
Uouatioo  of  recruits  this  force  may  be  kept  alive 
for  aov  period  whatever.  This  provision  I  think 
most  oe  a  good  one,  for  if  the  situation  of  our 
country  should  require  the  continuance  of  this 
force,  surely  the  experience  of  the  officers,  &,c.. 
.must  be  valuable  to  the  United  Slates.  I  have  no 
■risb  to  increase  Executive  patronage,  baring  lon^ 
believed  this  to  bea  dangerous  weapon  In  the  bands 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  But  if  the  time  should 
come  (which  Oca  forbid!)  when  this  country  shall 
he  cursed  with  an  ambitious,  unprincipled  Exe- 
cutive, so  long  as  we  arc  faithful  to  the  Constitu- 
tioo,  I  think  no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended.  The 
Senate  must  always  have  a  check  upon  the  nom- 
iuttoos  made  1^  the  President,  and  if  both  Pre- 
sident and  Senate  shottld  combine,  still  this  House 
can  always  withhold  the  supplies,  which  are  em- 
phatically the  sinews  of  war.  Even  should  the 
tiu'ee  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government 
combine  tosupportasreat  Military  Establishment, 
as  by  the  Constiiuiron  no  appropriation  can  he 
nuide  for  more  than  two  years,  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple, who  are  the  legitimate.source  of  all  power, 
can  always  remedy  the  evil  by  electing  rulers  to 
correct  the  procedure. 

Much  has  been  said  during  this  debate,  about  a 
patriot  army  and  a  mercenary  army.  Our  Itevo- 
lutionary  Army  was  undoubtedly  a  patriot  army, 
bat  did  they  serve  for  nothing  ?  Does  the  amount 
demanded  for  service  constitute  the  patriotism 
and  value  of  the  deeit  If  so,  how  low  must  we 
estimate  tbeserrice  of  otu  illustrious  Commander- 
in-Cbtef.  who  through  his  military  career  accepted 
no  compensation  for  his  service,  and  through  a 
loos  and  arduous  civil  life  maintaiaed  the  same 
tuaeriating  course.  He  was  shot  at  for  less  than 
sixpence  a  day  when  a  soldier ;  and  when  a  states- 
man the  shails  of  his  enemies  flew  thick  around 
him — for  his  country's  honor  I.  wish  these  impo- 
tent efforts  had  ended  even  with  his  life. 

I  bare  now  gone  through  with  the  remarks 
which  I  have  thought  proper  to  offer  to  the  consid- 
eration of  this  honorable  bodv.  Perhaps,  from 
early  habits  and  attachments.!  have  less  appre- 
heasitm  from  regular  troops  than  some  other  gen- 
tlemen. I  do  not  advocate  such  establishments  in 
timeof  peace;  but  considering  the  present  hostile 
state  of  the  world  as  very  alai  ming,  and  fully  be- 
lieving that  the  crisis  is  very  solemn,  and  may 

ffore  extremely  eventful  to  these  United  StatesL 
shall  rery  cheerfully  give  my  rote  for  the  final 
passage  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  SoCTiiAED  Miij  that  the  importance  of  the 
subject  would  be  a  sufficient  apologv  for  his  detaia- 
iag  the  House  a  few  minutes.   The  gentleman 
CtoiD  Coaoeeticac,  said  he.  has  anticipated  me  m 
10th  Cox.  Ist  Sxs8^63 
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a  great  part  of  what  I  meant  to  have  said,  and  has 
spoken  correctly  according  to  my  knowledge  and 
experience.  I  rogret  that  our  country  is  placed 
in  such  a  situation  as  to  render  the  passage  of  the 
bill  upon  your  table  in  anywise  □eces.sary.  The 

?|Uestion  whether  or  not  our  country  is  in  danger 
rom  aXareien.foe,  is  a  question  not  now  to  be 
decided.  Members  in  various  parts  of  the  House, 
difieriiu  materially  on  other  subjects,  agree  10 
this — that  the  country  is  in  danger,  and  that  it 
would  be  good  policy  to  prepare  in  some  maaoer 
for  our  protection. 

I  shall  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  House  to 
show  that  members  have  acted  inconsistently  with 
themselves  or  with  iheirown  professions;  it  is  of 
little  consequence  to  the  present  question  how 
they  voted  in  1793,  when  this  subject  was  before 
Congress.  The  only  question  now  is,  whether 
the  situation  of  our  country  at  this  time  is  such  as 
requires  an  addition  of  force  to  our  Military  Es- 
tablishment ?  Various  positious  have  been  taken 
and  the  bill  objected  to  on  various  grounds.  Yes- 
terd^iy  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  North  Caro* 
lina  (Messrs.  Randolph  and  Stanfobd)  made 
speeches  against  the  bill  calculated,  to  catch  the 
popular  ear.  Economy  of  public  money  is  a  fas- 
cinating argument;  but  before  we  decide,  we  mtist 
test  this  principle,  by  placing  gold  in  the  one  scale, 
and  the  character,bonor,and  liberties  of  the  coun- 
try in  the  other,  and  see  which  kicks  the  beam.  I 
take  this  to  be  the  question  now  to  be  decided. 
I  may  be  mistaken  ;  but  under  this  impression  I 
shall  give  my  vote.  In  order  to  give  my  opinion 
of  our  present  situation  as  warranting  the  raising 
these  men,  I  must  take  a  summary  riew  of  our 
relations  with  the  European  Powers,  and  our  con- 
sequent situatioQ. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  Europe  will  not  long  re- 
main in  [he  situation  in  which  it  now  is.  One 
or  the  other  Power  must  gain  the  ascendency,  and 
as  soon  as  that  event  occurs,  a  despotic  eye  will 
be  turned  to  the  United  States,  for  perhaps  there 
is  nothiDg  which  more  invites  war  from  one  na- 
tion than  the  possession  of  equal  rights  and  liber- 
ties  by  another.  Should  then  peace  take  place^ 
and  the  people  of  the  European  nations  have  time 
to  compare  their  situation  with  that  of  the  United 
States  they  wilt  make  their  empires  tremble  to 
the  centre,  and  let  their  rulers  know  that  it  is 
the  policy  of  despotic  Qorernments  to  keep  their 
subjects  always  at  war.  Where  could  they  better 
employ  their  troops  than  ia  the  United  States) 
I  must  say.  that  I  believe  that  rather  than  see  that 
spark  of  liberty  burn,  which  was  kindled  in  the 
United  States  in  1776,  and  since  fanned  into  a 
flame,  they  would  quench  it  in  the  blood  of  otir 
people. 

After  these  observations  of  a  general  nature,  I 
will  make  some  which  bear  more  particularly 
upoQ  what  is  now  before  the  House.  No  man 
has  perhaps  a  more  underiating  confidence  in  the 
militia  than  myself.  I  hare  seen  their  servieOf 
and  m^  country  has  experienced  their  utility, 
but  while  I  make  these  declarations  I  must  also 
declare  my  .sentiments  with  regard  to  a  regular 
force.  Thegentlemap  from  Connecticut  has  spokea 
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feelingly  and  ex perimen tally  on  this  point.  I 
oerer  iield  a  commission,  either  in  the  r^nlars  or 
militia,  during  the  Revolution,  but  I  was  often 
called  out  from  home.  When  the  miiitia  were 
alone,  without  a  rallying  point  and  without  ex- 
perienced officm,  they  did  not  feel  themselves  as 
eompetoat  an  when  aided  a  few  regulat  troops. 
I  hare  bepn  in  a  situation  la  which  the  very  in- 
formation of  the  coming  of  a  few  regular  troops 
has  animated  every  man ;  the  militia  also  anima> 
ted  the  regulars,  and  thus  united  tt^ther,  con- 
quest and  victory  crowned  their  efforts.  1  beliere 
then,  that  under  existing  circumstances,  the  sound 
policy  and  interest  of  the  country  demand  that  we 
should  augment  our  regular  force,  and  that  the 
troops  should  be  stationed  at  the  most  vulnerable 
points,  to  meet  any  invading  foe  that  sets  his  foot 
upon  our  soil. 

As  to  our  present  situation,  I  hare  felt  indignant 
at  the  repeated  insults  offered  to  this  country  by 
the  conduct  of  one  of  the  belligerent  Powers  to 
whom,  it  is  well  known  to  every  gentleman  on 
this  floor,  we  held  out  the  hand  of  reconciliation ; 
and  what  I  look  upon  to  be  an  aggravation  ex- 
ceeding others  is,  that  every  captain  of  the  British 
Nary  isappoioteid  an  abs(dute  judge,  where  libartr 
property,  and  ererything  dear  to  man  is  inrolTod 
m  tne  decision.  In  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake, 
it  is  true,  they  bare  disarowed  the  aet  of  the  offi- 
cer, But  hare  they  made  reparatioo  ?  No.  What 
hare  they  done?  Look  at  the  communications 
lately  laid  before  you.  Look  at  the  note  of  Mr. 
Canning;  look  at  the  note  of  Mr.  Rose.  If  this 
be  not  adding  insult  lo  injury,  I  know  not  what 
it  is.  But  this  is  not  alt.  By  the  late  Orders  in 
Council,  our  national  character  and  independence 
are  assailed.  What  is  their  language  to  orxf  Qor- 
ernment?  Pay  tribute;  ask  our  leare  and  you 
may  navigate  the  ocean  ;  without  it  you  shaJl  not. 
What  is  the  languageof  Bonaparte,  the  Emperor 
I  had  almost  said  of  the  whole  world  ?  Why,  if 

Jou  hare  the  trace  of  English  footsteps  on  yoor 
eeks,  yoor  ressels  are  forfeit.  Could  it  be  possi- 
ble that  any  orders  could  be  issued  «o  deatmctirc 
■nd  more  degradiD|:  to  the  natioa  than  these? 
^bat  shall  we  do  to  this  sitoation  ?  I  think  it 
is  time  for  this  natioa  to  rouse.  I  cannot  sleep 
upon  my  course,  so  far  as  my  own  State  is  jeop- 
ardized in  this  manner.  England  rules  by  sea; 
Napoleon  governs  the  eontiaent  of  Enrope;  he 
has  but  to  speak  the  word  and  his  decrees  are 
carried  iotoeffect.  The  sovereigns  of  thesea  and 
the  land  hare  declared  by  their  orders  of  council, 
edicts,  and  decrees,  that  no  nation  shall  be  free. 

With  regard  to  the  unfriendliness  manifested 
in  the  Governments  of  Nova  Scotia  or  Canada, 
whether  with  a  view  to  protect  themselves  or  to 
assail  the  United  States,  it  is  certain  they  are  for- 
tifying themselves.  But  this  is  not  all.  They 
■re  not  only  throwing  troops  into  Canada  and 
Nora  Scotia,  but  emissaries  from  them  have  gone 
among  the  sarage  tribes  to  influence  them  to  be 
readr  to  sacriSce  the  defenceless  people.  Can 
anything  be  worse  than  this  7  Von  recollect  that 
since  the  Gforernment  has  been  here,  a  great  num- 
ber   Indians  hare  always  paid  their  reipeets  to 


the  great  father  of  the  country.  Where  are  they 
DOW  ?  Has  there  been  a  single  individual  here 
this  winter  ?  None ;  and  therefore  I  am  iodaeed 
to  fear  that  the  efforts  of  our  enemiea  harebeea 
but  too  successful. 

There  are  two  or  three  points  to  which  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee^  in  which  there 
is  danger  of  our  being  attacked,  which  has  been  in- 
timated insomed^reebygentlemen  whoharepifr 
ceded  me.  It  is  rery  welTknown  that  our  seBWHt 
towns  are  hi  a  sitoation  to  be  assailed }  that  they 
■re  in  a  very  unprotected  state ;  and  that  it  is  ia 
the  power  of  a  British  squadron  to  layanyoos 
of  our  seaports  under  contribution.  Yes,  sir,  they 
may  if  they  please,  lay  it  in  ashes.  The  embirgo 
will  operate  upon  them  severely ;  and  when  hao- 
gry  and  aibirst  they  will  come  and  take  what  they 
cau  find,  and  rob  your  banks  and  treasuries.  And 
to  show  that  lam  not  alone  in  this  opinion,  I  cite 
the  late  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  wbo 
have  appropriated  money  for  fortifying  the  city, 
and  passed  a  law  for  the  removal  of  the  bank  on 
any  emergency.  Other  ports  might  be  mentioned 
in  the  same  situation  aa  new  York. 

The  situation  of  the  Michigan  Territory  hu 
been  so  often  brought  into  rievTi  and  eo  much  ex- 
pressed upon  it,  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  sty 
more.  It  is  surrounded  by  hordes  of  Indians,  now 
in  some  commotion,  and  certainly  this  is  a  verjr 
exposed  point.  But  the  city  of  New  Orleans  is  ia 
a  more  exposed  situation  by  far.  I  believe  that 
no  enemy  will  land  in  any  of  our  seaport  towns 
but  this,  with  an  intention  of  remaining  there.  1 
call  the  attention  of  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  to  this  place,  and  to  view  its  situation,  and 
consider  its  importance  to  the  United  Sutes  as 
well  as  to  an  enemy.  It  is  the  most  valatble 
point  of  our  all-raluable  acquisition.  Withoat  it, 
what  is  all  the  rich  country  of  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
and  Tennessee  worth?  Nothing  in  com|Mris(n. 
Recollect  the  Washita  conspiracy  to  seize  iL 
Where  is  Burr  now?  No  doubt  luritios  in  sobh 
of  bit  hiding-places  in  its  neighborhoot^  medita- 
ting  fresh  enterprises.  I  am  informed,  from  a 
source  on  the  credibility  of  which  I  can  rely,  thlt 
he  has  now  an  agent  in  Great  Britain,  one  wbo 
wae  deeply  concerned  in  the  original  project.  I 
do  not  believe  that  he  will  ever  attempt  the  ea- 
terpriM  again,  because  the  peoi^e  of  the  United 
Slates  would  crush  it  instantly.  But  let  a  for- 
eign nation  by  hia  assistance  once  get  possession, 
and  it  will  cost  much  blood  and  treasore  tore- 
gain  them. 

These  considerations  induce  me  to  vote  for  the 
bill.  I  think  these  troops  may  be  disposed  of  to 
great  advantage ;  they  will  form  rallying  point* 
to  the  militia  in  time  of  danger;  and  rallyiog 
points  I  know  are  of  vast  utility.  As  to  the  snm  ^ 
to  be  appropriated  in  consequence  of  this  ^^j^ 
is  little  worth  comparison  with  the  objecL  Will 
it  weigh  anything  in  the  scale  with  the  honor, 
interests,  and  liberties  of  this  eonntry  ?  Hoinrer 
valuable  the  coin,  ita  expeDditure  ior  this  olyMt 
is  Qo  objection  to  the  bilt  .  . 

On  the  other  hand,  as  to  danger  to  the  United 
Btatei  from  this  force,  I  cut  scmrcely  beUera  fco* 
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demeo  are  serioos.  I  know  that  gfentlemen  of 
inj^eDoity  will-bring  forward  the  argument;  bat 
is  it  possible  that  a  force  of  this  kmd  disposed 
tliioaifh  the  Uaited  Slates  ean  erer  jeopardize 
the  liberties  of  the  people?  Noj  it  cannot.  They 
liable  to  be  disbanded  at  aojr  moment;  and 
■botild  any  ill  disposition  be  manifested  among 
tkem,  yon  have  mt  to  lift  up  yonr  hand  and 
pnnlyze  it  in  a  moment.  Upon  that  aeore  there 
cunot  be  the  least  objection  to  the  bill. 

I  bare  thonght  it  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
aient  to  take  strong  ground.  I  hare  viewed  the 
disporiiion  of  the  fiaropean  Powers,  and  I  hare 
bettered,  if  ererwc  meant  tomaintaio our  liberties, 
we  mast  take  strong  groaod.  I  nerer  vtsh  ,to 
aee  my  eonntry's  eharaeter  sacrificed;  rather  let 
OS  sacrifieeonr  blood,  our  tires.  I  think  we  are 
sow  pursoiog  a  course  of  meaanres  calculated  to 
■eedre  onr  national  honor  and  independence.  I 
eanoot  beliere  there  is  any  danger,  except  in  sueh 
Tolnerable  points  as  New  Orleans,  of  serious  io- 
rasion  ;  or  a  design  lo  inrade  onr  country  frith  a 
tertoas  idea  of  subji^ting  us.  Peace  is  desira- 
ble ;  but  if  we  mean  to  maintain  it,  we  mast  be 
ivepared  fbr  war.  What  wiould  hare  been  onr 
litaation  in  1776,  if  thepan-iots  «f  that  dar  had 
txM  om  fbr  peace?  We  might  hare  parcnased 
peace  at  that  day,  bat  at  thtf  expense  of  liberty 
fwerer ;  and  the  blessings  whien  we  bare  long 
enjoyed  during  a  period  of  peace  and  protperity 
amioat  onponuleled,  are  but  owing  to  an  exer* 
boa  in  toe  day  of  danger.  Had  we  submitted, 
what  would  hare  been  the  consequenee  ?  We 
woatd  hare  been  the  snbjeets  and  sufferers  of 
eternal  EUiropeao  wars.  I  Mess  God  that  the 
Americans  of  that  day  united  in  resistance  to 
inposiiion ;  I  hope  they  will  da  the  same  on  this 
day,  and  that  genliemen,  throwing, aside  distinc 
tion  of  Democrats^-Repubticans,  ai^  Federalists, 
will  bnry  the  political  hatchet.  I  hope  to  see  a 
Toce-nn  ibis  qoestion  wbieb  will  show  the  world 
that  we  are  united. 

We  hare  passed  a  law  for  Imilding  gunboats 
ud  etnctiag  fortifications,  and  a  law  for  putting 
ia  rcqniaitioa  an  hundred  thonsaod  militia.  In 
order  to  eonpleie  the  system,  we  now  want  a 
few  regvlar  troops.  It  is  acknowledged  by  erery 
genHeman  on  the  floor^  that  a  part  of  these  at 
least  are  wanted  for  garrison  duty.  The  militia 
are  not  ealcolated  for  that  aerriee ;  and  lo  employ 
ihem  in  it  would  be  a  most  ioeonrenient  and  do* 
sMettre  economy,  creating  a  mncfa  greater  ex- 
pense than  eren  the  same  number  of  regular 
troopa.  On  the  score  of  economy,  therefore,  I  be- 
Here  k  will  be  good  policy  to  raise  these  troops. 

I  hare  giren  the  reasons  which  will  induce  me 
to  rote  for  the  present  biU.  In  so  doing  I  may  go 
eoooter  to  the  roice  of  my  constituents,  for  aa§^t 
]  know.  The  questions  of  uniformity  nnd  na- 
tioaal  p^ey  the  gentleman  from  Nmth  Carolina 
{Mr.  STAirroitnX  seemed  to  rtew  in  die  same 
figbt;  be  seemed  to  shrink  from  the  meaaarej 
bowerer  proper,  from  a  fear  of  jeopardizing  his 
poKtiesl  character:  he  seemed  more  afraid  of 
departf  Dg  from  preiesstons  than  of  seeing  the  na- 
timnl  nlumetac  fBorifiead.  Of  (hit  1  hope  I  shall 


nerer  stand  conricted.  The  gentleman  has  taken 
a  great  deal  of  mink  to  turn  over  records  in  order 
to  inform  you  ttiat  some  members  of  this  House 
hare  roted  in  contradiction  to  rotes  which  in 
former  limes  and  under  vastly  different  circum- 
stances they  hare  giren.  I  will  call  in  question 
the  motires  of  no  man.  Every  one  will  jndn 
the  present  qaestion  according  to  its  own  inlriniia 
merits.  Upon  thi*  point  permit  ma  to  any  that  I 
aet  aecordmg  to  my  own  sentiments^  and  the 
rery  same  sentiments  as  animated  me  in  '76  and 
*96  actuate  the  now,  and  those  alone.  I  beliera 
that  we  ought  to  hare  a  foil  and  free  discusstoa 
of  this  question.  The  importance  vfthequestioi^ 
the  situation  of  the  country,  and  my  own  feeliDgs 
on  the  occasion,  hare  induced  me  to  express  my 
sentiments ;  I  shall  further  express  them  by  my 
rote,  and  cheerfully  leare  the  result  to  my  con- 
stituents, trosting  tn  baring  done  my  duty  to  the 
best  of  my  judgment.  If  I  shall  hare  been  wrong, 
and  the  country  shall  not  stand  in  need  oi 
this  force,  I  shall  consider  it  as  a  blessing;  on 
the  other  hand,  should  I  rote  against  the  bill,  and 
my  eoiMtry  be  injured  or  its  liberties  jeopardized, 
I  should  forerer  regret  it.  Under  these  ideas  and 
the  responsibility  which  I  as  a  IcgiaUtor  harea;^ 
sumed,  I  shall  gire  my  rote  in  fam  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Sloah  said  this  was  the  third  time  that  h« 
had  attempted  to  rise  to  say  a  few  words ;  and  he 
felt  much  dtsconraged  from  doing  it,  more  especi- 
ally when  he  obserred  that  thk  superior  learning 
or  eloquence  of  the  gentleman  who  bad  preceded 
him,  had  vacated  moat  of  the  seats.  He  had 
some  doubts  whether  there  were  a  quorum  pres- 
ent; this  however  was  not  his  business,  and  he 
should  certainly  apeak  but  rery  few  words,  for 
fear  that  the  few  remaining  members  afaoald  go 
away. 

I  hare,  said  he,  attended  patiently  and  strictly 
to  all  that'  has  hem  said  on  this  important  subject, 
should  hare  been  happy  it  nam  who  bare 
gtme  before  me  eoidd  hare  eonrineed  my  judg- 
ment that  it  is  correct  to  role  for  the  bill.  Tm. 
House  will  recollect  that  tbia  ia  the  (Lm  lime  I 
hare  erer  tmened  my  mouth  «i  a  subject  of  thia 
nature ;  and  I  should  not  now  hare  done  it,  but 
that  I  am  compelled  to  vote  against  the  bill;  and 
lest  it  might  be  thought  that  in  giving  mj  vote  I 
am  induced  by  reli^piooa  scruples,  I  tbinjc  it  neces- 
sary to  say  that  I  did  not  accept  of  a  seat  in  tbu 
House  under  any  restrictions  which  would  pre- 
vent me  from  voting  for  any  measure  which  I 
conceive  the  necessity  of  the  case  to  require. 
From  what  baa  been  said  this  morning,  it  seems 
possible  that  the  vote  which  I  shall  give  may  be 
called  a  political  error.  If  a  majority  of  Federal- 
ists vote  against  this  bill,  I  shall  certainly  have 
fallen  into  that  error  from  which  my  friend 
from  North  Carolinia  (Mr.  Stahfobo)  took  so 
much  pains  to  purify  himself.  I  shoiUd  not  nndcr 
the  present  discouraging  einiimttaneea  gire  my 
reasons  for  my  rote,  were  it  not  that  some  who 
hare  gone  before  me  hare  declared  that  they 
knew  very  little  of  military  affairs,  and  some  thai 
they  knew  nothing  at  all ;  and  in  the  course  of 
iboir  obawtaiions  ihey  fuUy  mnrineed  me  that 
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thejr  were  correct,  AltfiODsh  mtnf  membera 
bare  spoken,  I  fiad  that  they  nare  not  been  able 
to  settle  (me  point,  which  tiotil  this  sesvioo  I 
thought  Tery  plain,  that  is,  whether  the  oatioa  is 
ina  state  of  peace  or  war.  Some  say  war,  some  say 
peue,  and  some  say  quid  war.  X  will  not  say  that 
I  know  the  meaning  of  these  terns  prffperlf ;  but 
I  remember  perreetijr  that  in  the  RerolntioBary 
trar,  though.  I  did  not  take  an  active  part,  the 
Eghtiog  came  so  near  me  that  1  saw  them  shoot- 
log  at  one  another,  and  some  of  the  hirelings  of 
BHteio  were  killed ;  this  I  thought  war.  But  to 
Mne  to  the  point ;  when  the  provisional  arm^ 
was  about  to  M  raised  in  *98,  the  objection  to  it 
in  tbe  part  of  the  country  where  I  lire,  and  I 
joined  ia  it,  was,  that  those  in  power  knew  that 
we  were  perfectly  safe.  At  that  time  England 
asd  France  wvre  engaged  in  wnr ;  and  it  was  a 
common  observation,  that  France  has  men  but 
aot  ships,  and  England  ships  and  no  men ;  so 
Chat  they  could  not  iojare  us.  I  still  believe  the 
aame;  and  am  not  wiliiag  to  take  a  number  of 
citizens  from  their  proper  TiibaT  and  make  them 
in  fact  nuisances  lo  society.  It  may  be  from  my 
bad  understandiDg^  and  if  so,  I  hope  my  brethren 
will  bear  with  me,  but  I  do  conceive  ^at  there  is 
less  occasion  for  an  army  at  this  time  than  there 
was  at  tbat,and  that  the  reasons  against  it  operate 
nt  this  time  more  forciUy  than  then.  The  Brit- 
ish are  more  completely  masters  of  the  ocean,  and 
less  io  the  power  of  France,  whose  Emperor  may 
he  disposed  to  invade  us;  on  the  other  hand,  it 
seems  impossible  for  England,  who  ia  struggling 
for  her  existence,  to  invade  ns.  I  therefore  eon- 
nder  it  my  duty  not  only  to  vote  against  this  bill; 
hat  also  to  give  my  free  opinion.  I  consider  that 
there  is  no  ponibility  of  either  belligerent  invad- 
ing us.  I  fully  approve  of  what  I  consider  the 
wise  and  prudent  measures  of  the  Administration ; 
thmagb  the  bleesiog  of  God  we  have  hitherto 

Csaed  on  enjoying  Hie  cmnforu  of  peace,  and  I 
n  no  doubt  we  shall  continue  to  do  so,  if  we 
eontinne  to  act  to  all  nations  with  that  jiutiee 
which  has  marked  the  conduct  of  the  Adnuni*- 
tration.  But  I  wish  it  to  be  nndersiood  that  my 
objection  is  not  to  raising  troops  but  to  the  num- 
her*  A  proposition  was  before  us  two  years  ago 
to  raise  troops  to  meet  the  Spaniards;  I  ap- 

Csved  of  ,ti  and  meant  to  give  it  my  sanction, 
y  worthy  friend  from  Connecticut  (Hr.  Tall- 
ma  dob)  who  has  spoken,  and  on  whose  judgment  in 
such  a  case  as  this  I  would  rely  aa  soon  as  upon 
that  of  any  member  on  the  floor,  brought  in  sup- 
port of  his  observations  the  recommendation  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  pav  atten- 
tion to  it ;  but  permit  me  to  observe  taat  the 
recommendation  is  not  specific.  I  believe  it  ne- 
eeasary  to  raise  some  additional  troops,  but  think 
Ais  number  too  great.  1  differ  with  gentlemen 
only  as  to  the  nnmberi  and  bdievtag  that  the 
passing  of  a  law  anthorizing  this  namher  will  he 
tnjnrions  to  tbe  interesu  «  this  country,  I  am 
ander  the  necessity  of  giving  this  bill  my  decided 
nwative. 

Mr.  Dana. — The  gentleman  from  North  Csro- 
ttn&  in  oppontian  to  the  pnmmt  bill  (Mr.  Stm- 


pord)  appears  to  have  been  peeutiarty  fortnnstt 
or  unfortunate  in  attiactiug  tbe  notice  of  every 

fentleman  who  has  since  spoken  on  theaubjtel, 
was  not  inattentive  to  his  observatioaa;  sod 
understood  him  as  saying  that  he  voted  fot  the 
twelve  regiments  in  1798  on  a  principle  of  eon- 
premise,  to  avoid  tbe  apprdtended  evil  of  a  OMcIt 
larger  army.  When  he  regrcctedlhis  asthe  only 
Federal  vote  which  heever  gave  in  his  whole  pd»- 
lie  life,  he  appeared  to  speak  so  much  in  the  frsnk- 
ness  and  integrity  of  his  seal,  that  I  eonld  oetbA 
myself  diaobiiged.   Oo^t  it  to  be  d«Miedstt«a|p 
that  he  «hould  tKrw  regret  snch  a  vote  as  a  polin* 
cal  sin  3   Tbe  hall  of  Congress  had  TesonsM 
with  dedamation  and  denunciation.   Even  in 
eanrassine  for  the  Presidency,  it  has  been  iuipaied 
as  a  sin  of  no  ordinary  dye,  that  a  candidate  has 
manifested  too  much  cotnplaisance  towards  p» 
sons  catted  Federalists,  or  that  he  would  not  torn 
them  alt  out  of  office.   T  have  witnessed  so  sswh 
of  this  language  that  it  has  ceased  toezcite  moefa 
of  surprise  or  attention.   It  is  attributable  to-tbi 
force  of  passions  or  prejudices  called  into  action 
by  party  spiriL   From  well-jaformed  men,  of  Ub> 
era!  minds,  it  midit  be  hoped  thM  they  weuM  hi 
snperinr  to  the  ordinary  damor  and  slang  of  uaity. 
But  the  evil  of  poUtieal  dennneiation  one  pi> 
soription  has  be«ai  earried  to  sneh  extent  vMsr 
popular  professions,  that,  as  public  men,  evenpa^ 
sons  of  liberal  and  enlightened  minds  have  beea 
in  some  degree  borne  along  by  the  general  cwTeat 
This  is  an  evil  which  perha[M  time  only  wiU  cbk. 
It  may  perhaps  cootimie  to  exist  until  tbe  iavarile 
popular  doctrines,  which  the  present  possessors 
power  hare  formerly  preached  up,  shall  be  all 
practised  down.    The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  has  but  presentm  in  a  diitiactood  hon- 
orable fxtrm  a  political  diversity  of  sentimenl 
which  has  been  freqneotly  thrown  oat  in  a  dif- 
fereht  mode. 

After  these  ohsemitoiM,  which  I  hbve  mods 
as  justly  due  to  the  unoffending  dispositiov  ud 
well  known  integrity  of  the  geatlemsn  froo 
North  Carolina,  1  fHoeeed  to  -  consider  lh«  biU 
now  before  us.  What  is  it?  Is  it  a  bill  puticf 
tarly  adapted  to  the  existing  state  of  ibewdli 
and  to  continue  in  force  ao  long  ostfaiaelMeshw 
eootiaae,  and  no  longerf>  The  bUlMrpertsto 
authorize  on  addition  to  onr  present  Military  Et- 
tablisfament.  And  it  is  well  known  that  we  ksn 
no  Military  Establishment  except  vrtiat  is  legal^ 
denominated  tbe  Peace  GstabUshoient.  An  aa- 
ditton  to  the  Peace  Bstabliahment,  therefoie,  a 
tbe  real  scope  of  the  bill. 

An  addition  of  about  six  thousand  five  bnndfsd 
troops  is  proposed.  For  what  time  1  I  diseotet 
no  definitive  linutation  in  the  The  langnage 
of  tbe  first  section  admits  of  a  pnmnnent  adaitioa 
of  eight  regtmentrtothc  Pence  Estoblisbnieit 
The  enllaimeBts,  it  istrae^  oreio  heforfiveyearii 
and  it  ia  also  troe,  that  all  enUaiineots  in  this 
coontry  for  the  estthlisbed  army  are  limited  to  a 
term  of  years,  with  respect  to  the  individual  per* 
sons  who  are  enUsficd.  At  tiM  end  <^  one,  t«^ 
or  three  years,  the  nenritii^  offioers,  under  this 
bill,  iMfgo  DB 10  elilist  oun  for  five  yean.  The 
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Mme  term  is  estiUiBhed  bf  law,  as  to  enlistmeDta 
for  the  regiments  on  the  Peace  Bsiabl»hmeoi. 

Tbis  IiinitatioD  of  five  years  for  each  eotisiment 
is  appbcable  to  the  particular  cases  of  meii  who 
may  be  entisleil,  but  not  to  the  eontjoaance  ia 
•nrice  of  officers  who  are  to  be  eommissioDeJ. 

As  to  Bar  HmitatioQ  applicable  to  the  witole 
■ubjeet  the  bill  differs  from  the  act  aoihorizing 
the  twelve  regiments  in  1796,  and  from  the  reso- 
kitiOB,  praposed  during  the  settitm  of  1805-A,  for 
raisiDgtroops  against tihe  Spaniards.  In  1798. the 
TefinwDta  were  to  be  raiseid  during  the  oontina- 
•nce  of  the  diffinrencn  with  Prance,  and  no  longer. 
Under  the  set  for  raising  them,  tbey  could  not  be 
continued  fisr  any  farther  time.  Iil  the  lesuon  ik 
180&-6k  it  was  proposed  to  raise  troops  to  repel 
Spantsn  incnrthins  or  aggreasions,  and  to  chastise 
tiK  same.  Tbey  were  to  be  raised  for  a  Special 
psrpoee,  expressly  designated,  and  were  to  be  litn- 
iced  to  that  particular  service.  The  troops  to  be 
nised  within  the  fair  scope  of  the  specific  resolu- 
tioD,  might  bare  been  temporary  levies  or  volun- 
teers engaged  for  that  service,  and  for  that  only. 

Bat  the  additional  array  now  proposed,  is  to  be 
raised  arowedly  against  no  particular  Power;  it 
ia  directed  to  ao  declared  object;  it  is  limited  to 
BO  tiaw.  Tbe  iftieatiOD,  therefore,  is,  whether 
•neli  aa  addition  u  requisite  for  the  Peace  Estab- 
liabmeBtl  If  it  is  intended  against  the  Brtlbh, 
let  k  be  ao  said  in  tbe  bill;  If  against  tbe  French, 
let  it  be  said.  Bot  if  it  ia  for  the  Peace  Estab- 
UiJiment,  the  framen  of  the  bill  hare  used  the 
right  Isngnage. 

1  proceed,  therefore,  to  make  some  observations 
OB  uie  biU  as  nroviding  for  an  addition  to  the 
army  on  tbe  Peace  Establishment.  With  the 
Bomber  already  authorized  b]r  law,  the  proposed 
additioD  will  complete  ao  establishment  of  about 
ten  tbotnand  troops,  according  to  the  statement 
of  tay  e<^leejgne  (Mr.  TALLH&ttOE.)  On  this 
qnesdon,  1  disclaim  alt  the  vague  noise  about 
•landing  armies.  I  think  the  doctrine  has  been 
properly  stated  by  some  of  tbe  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  tais  bill.  A  standing  force,  a  regular  army,  is 
not  to  be  considered  dangerous  so  long  as  the 
oaontrj  can  aaqiieationably  enish  them  without 
drffiealty.  At  a  regalar  establishment  often  or 
flAcen  Ihoasand  troops  for  tbe  general  service  of 
tbe  Uaioo,  tbe  mlHtia  cannot  ftel  any  serious 
awe.  We  have  an  armed  population  competent  to 
oraah  such  a  force,  tf  the  public  safety  should  so 
reqnire.  At  the  same-time,  I  do  not  eon'sider  a 
ataoding  army  as  of  course  a  positive  good  in  it- 
self; especiatly  as  it  is  attended  with  tbe  evil  of 
eipense  for  employing  persons  vrhose  labor  is 
aoprodoettve.  Vet  for  service  in  fortifications, 
for  ordinary  duty  in  garrison  or  at  military  sta- 
tioDs,  regalar  troops  are  <^pectalty  proper.  Sacb 
aerviee  wonld  be  peculiarly  burdensome,  veza- 
tioos,  and  expensive,  for  militia  detachments.  So 
iar,  therefore,  as  regular  tro«>ps  are  necessary  for 
ordinary  garrison  duty,  and  for  maintaining  eon- 
smt  gaar  d  at  any  of  the  fortified  places  or  military 
•udoaa  of  the  United  States,  I  am  ready  to  agree, 
Ibat  troops  be  raised  in  addition  to  the  Peace  Bs- 
ttbliahouaL  I  hav*  iiaMned  ttteKirely  to  the 


observations  of  gentlemen  from  the  Western  couih 
try  with  respect  to  this  subject.  And  so  fikr  as 
relates  to  this  object,  I  think  the  argamebtation 
of  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Howard) 
was  irresistibly  conclosive,  I,  in  this  respect  eon- 
curNDgwiih  him,  acknowledge  the  importance  of 
various  posts  near  our  inland  frontier — pests  ia 
thenortlKrn  or  northwestern  quarter,  and  prfr^iBi- 
oently  the  post  of  New  Orleans. 

With  theae  aeDtimenls,  I  had  ao  qoeation  as  to 
making  some  addithm  to  the  Pease  Bslablisbmoat, 
when  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate,  ejtpreaaly  foe  that 
purpose,  was  under  diaoussion..  That  bill  is  now 
OD  oar  table;  it  is  not  as  yet  definitively  acted 
BpoB.  If  troops  are  wanted  for  the  general  ser- 
vice OB  tbe  frontier,  let  us  act  upon  that  bill.  A 
person  who  votes  to  reject  the  bill  now  under 
debate,  does  not,  in  so  voting,  declare,  that  be 
would  reject  the  other  bill.  That  bill  is  precisely 
the  one  on  which  we  ought  to  act.  so  far  as  re- 
gards the  general  security  of  tbe  iofand  frontiers. 

Why,  then,  should  we  have  this  bill,  whieb  is 
now  in  debate?  it  is  said  to  be  something  of  aa 
intermediate  character ;  not  for  war,  nor  for  peace; 
but  for  our  own  peculiar  situation,  as  compered 
with  the  present  state  of  the  world.  In  support 
of  the  bill,  however,  an  opinion  hae  beea  A- 

g eased,  that  the  state  of  war  exists  betweea  Great 
ritatn  and  this  country.  If  such  be  the  cue,  tho 
state  of  tbinrt  must  rnvolre  the  righCb  of  war, 
sDch  as  tbe  taking  of  persons  and  of  property,  ao- 
cording  to  the  uaaffcs  acknowledged  to  be  legitz- 
mate  between  hostile  Povrers.  Has  any  one  of  our 
countrymen  been  taken  as  prisoner  of  war  by 
public  authority  1  Has  any  property  been  taksb 
as  prize,  solely  becaase  Amencan?  Have  letters 
of  reprisal,  either  general  or  special,  been  granted 
on  either  sidel  Has  any  act  of  war  been  author- 
ized by  the  Oovernment  of  either  country  towarda 
tbe  other?  I  am  not  speaking,  sir, of  ady private 
violence  or  hostility;  but  of  a  public  force  en^ 
ployed  by  a  public  power  for  punlic  or  national 
purposes.  According  to  well  known  prioci{des, 
nothing  short  of  the  public  authority  can  give  the 
character  of  poblic  war  to  acts  of  force.  In  whoia 
is  vested  the  prerogative  of  war,  as  it  resets 
England?  Can  any  one  of  tbe  British  admiiab, 
without  authority  from  his  Oovernment,  place 
that  country  in  a  state  of  war,  with  alt  its  rights 
and  all  its  responsibilities  and  all  iu  calamities? 
Can  a  commander  of  one  of  our  frigates  place  tu 
in  such  a  tiiate  ?  Can  a  subordinate  officer  kivade 
one  of  the  highest  prerogatives  of  Government^ 
as  thereby  to  change  the  public  relations  of  ns 
country  from  peace  to  war?  The  GoDstitatiea 
of  the  United  States  has  expressly  confided  the 
high  power  of  making  war  to  the  Le{(i^tive 
body.  And  would  we  recognise  the  legitimasy 
of  the  usurpation,  if  aoy  officer  in  the  navy  shouM 
attempt  to  usurp  this  power  by  committin^f  aa 
act  of  force  whicn  coold  only  be  justified  iuTiitat 
of  the  acknowledged  rights  of  war  ?  It  is,  sir,  ef 
the  essence  of  public  war,  that  it  be  made  by 
lie  authority  and  pnblio  order.  Tfaia  is  tbe  char 
doctrine  of  BiitishjarispradenceftDd  of  the  Aiaert- 
ean  Constitution.  Tbe  British  are  ohliged  hf 
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tbetr  own  prladplea  of  GorernoieDt  to  coadenm 
the  firing  into  >  public  armed  riiip  without  public 
antbortty. 

Witb  a  reference  to  the  case  of  the  frisate 
Chesapeake,  I  will  endearor  concisely  to  state  my 
understanding  of  ibis  subject.  Wbeo  an  officer, 
especially  if  Maring  high  rabk,  has  been  found  to 
-eommil  an  act  of  force  so  essentially  hostile  as  to 
mdmit  no  justification  except  in  case  of  public 
war,  the  constderation  of  his  official  rank  may 
render  it  dubious  whether  ibe  act  so  committed 
was  an  unauthorized  act  of  the  officer  or  an  au- 
thorized act  of  the  Qorernmeat.  If  the  Goveru- 
ineot  disavows  the  act,  it  must  be  deemed  an  act 
of  lawless  violence.  I  must,  therefore,  acknowl- 
edge, that  when  the  British  Minister  (Mr.  Can- 
nioff)  officially  disavowed  the  pretension  of  a 
right  to  search  a  public  armed  snip  on  (he  main 
■ea,  when  the  disarowat  was-repeated  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government,  when  this  outrage 
committed  ujMn  the  Chesap^ke  was  pronounced 
an  uhanthorized  act  offeree  in  a  communication 
nude  in  solemn  form  to  the  British  Parliament, 
dtestateof tbeeasewasessentially Tailed.  There 
was  then  no  question  remaining  as  to  the  general 
principle  to  be  observed  in  future.  As  to  any  pie- 
•tendea  right  of  nuking  such  a  search,  there  was 
an  end  of  the  subject.  The  prineip>e  of  immun- 
ity asserted  on  the  part  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment was  recognised  and  officially  admitted  and 
established  asaruleof  public  conduct.  The  disa- 
Towal  of  the  pretension  to  search  our  public  armed 
ships  at  sea  constituted  a  part  of  the  reparation 
demanded  by  our  Qorerament}  aod  I  approve 
the  conduct  of  Grovernment  in  demanding  this 
disavowal.  Additional  importance  is  given  to 
the  ease  by  the  speeiat  mission  from  the  British 
Ooveromeot  to  this  country.  It  Is  not  a  princi- 
ple of  small  moment  which  can  require  a  public 
ship  of  war  to  be  equipped  for  the  sole  pur^e  of 
conveying  across  the  Ailaniic  a  Minister  Extra- 
ordinary from  a  great  Power,  to  offer  reparation 
for  the  unauthorized  act  of  a  subordinate  officer. 
Nor  is  the  solemnity  of  such  a  mission,  in  the  view 
of  the  whole  civilized  world,  to  be  deemed  a  tri- 
vial consideration  in  the  estimate  of  honorable 
reparation  for  a  public  indignity. 

What  is  now  the  state  of  this  case?  Tbe  act 
of  the  British  officer  is  disavowed.   The  princi- 

Sle  on  which  he  acted  is  disavowed.  And  such 
isBvowal  is  part  of  tbe  reparation  demanded  by 
our  Geveroraeot.  The  mission  of  a  Minister 
JBxtraordinarv,  aMo,  constitutes  another  part  of 
tbe  demanded  reparation.  l(j  therefore,  this  Gov- 
ernment should  now  engage  in  war  with  tbe 
British,  it  will  not  be  to  prevent  and  resist  appre- 
hended outrage  such  as  was  committed  in  the 
caae  of  the  Chesapeake;  it  will  not  be  for  the  re- 
cognition of  a  great  public  principle;  but  it  must 
be  for  the  purpose  of  punishing  past  offence ;  to 
inflict  chastisement.  The  war  would,  in  its  char- 
acter, be  vindictive,  not  defensive — a  war  of  ven- 
geance, not  of  necessity.  Will  gentlemen  declare 
ihu  to  be  their  object  1 

It  ia  not  to  be  admitted,  that  a  renunciation  of 
fhe  olaiD  of  impiessmeni  as  to  merchant  vessels 
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is  essential  in  the  case  of  disavowing  to  seaiek 
public  ships  of  war.  The  cases  are  so  disiioct  in 
their  nature,  as  to  render  it  palpably  improper  to 
blend  and  confound  them.  Public  ships  of  war, 
on  tbe  main  sea,  being  governed  by  officers  ap> 
pointed  and  removable  oy  public  autboriiy.  beiag 
employed  solely  in  the  public  service,  ao^  being 
constantly  under  tbe  public  jurisdiction  in  fact, 
by  means  of  officers  armed  with  jniUic  power  for 
maintaining  order  and  for  inflicting  puaishmoit 
in  cases  of  crime  or  offence,  these  public  ships 
have  tbe  immunities  of  territorial  sovereifioly,  to 
the  exclusion  of  every  foreign  authority.  Private 
vessels  in  the  merchant  service  have  not  such  ex- 
clusive immunity.  They  may  unqueatioosbly 
be  searched  for  articles  contraband  gf  war,  and 
for  persons  in  the  military  service  of  an  enemy. 
But  to  search  public  thips  of  war  at  sea,  for  say 
cause  whatever,  is  incompatitde  with  the  nature 
of  tbrar  service;  it  is  incompatible  .with  the  gov- 
ernment and  actual  jurisdiction  cfmNsteDtly  to  be 
maintained  in  such  ships.  The  case  is  devly 
otherwise  as  to  private  vessels,  for  which  lbs 
nation  is  not  responsible. 

With  respect  to  the  claim  to  impress  British 
seamen  on  board  merchant  vessels,  permit  me  to 
call  upon  gentlemen,  who  oppose  the  doctrine  of 
impressment  most  zealously  in  theory,  to  prove,  if 
they  can,  that  a  renunciation  of  the  claim  would 
be  la  fact  for  the  interest  of  the  American  seameD. 
The  claim, as  I  understand  it,  is  a  claim  to  impress 
British  seamen.  If  abuses  were  not  committed 
by  impressing  such  as  are  not  British  seamen, 
bow  could  the  renunciation  be  advantageous  to 
seamen  of  the  United  States  1  When  I  speak  of 
seamen  of  the  United  States,!  mean  not  loreigB 
renegadoes — but  my  own  countrymen  by  birth  or 
adoption,  true  men,  who  will  stay  by  us  ia  diffi- 
culty and'Sght  in  defence  of  our  common  country. 
How  wilt  it  benefit  thase  men,  tbe  real  Amaricaa 
seamen,  if  aliens  are  protected  by  the  Americia 
flag  and  allowed  to  compete  with  them  for  em- 
ployment and  waffes? 

The  dictator  of  continental  Europe  mayspckk 
of  it  as  monstrous,  that  the  flag  of  a  merchaai  ves- 
sel should  not  protect  all  on  board.  It  is  well 
known  to  be  a  favorite  theme  with  the  French 
Government  and  its  agents,  that  the  flag  should 
cover  tbe  cargo;  or  that  free  ships  should  make 
free  goods.  In  saying  the  many  things  which  are 
said  with  so  much  ostentaiion  about  the  freedom 
of  the- seas,  reference  undoubtedly  in  had  to  the 
idea  of  claiming  for  the  flag  of  a  merchant  vcskI 
the  general  privilege  of  protecting  the  persons  tod 
property  on  board.  As  to  protecting  the  eaigi^ 
the  present  President  of  tbe  United  State?,  when 
Secretary  of  State,  discarded  the  doctrine  as  uft* 
supported  by  the  law  of  nations.  What  is  meuA 
by  the  flag,  when  speaMng  of  its  protective  ptiri- 
leges?  You  cannot  mean  only  the  piece  of  bun^ 
ing  at  mast  head.  Undoubtedly  the  terra  is  used 
fiffuraiively  to  denote  the  evidence  of  the  nstionsi 
character  of  a  vessel.  What,  then,  will  you  call 
an  American  vessel  t  What  shall  be  deemed  com- 
plete evidence  of  its  American  character  1 

Will  you  insist  that  these  vessels  Ehall  be  pnr- 
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iJ^ed  fta  AmcricflD  oo  the  seai  aod  ia  foreign 
eountriea,  wbich  you  will  not  cecognise  as  such 
in  your  own  ports?  b  it  iocumbent  on  a  foreiKD 
Power  to  allow  ererf  privilei^e  claimed  for  the 
American  BmBj  to  Tesselt  which  are  treated  as 
foreign  br  toe  fiscal  re;(ulationa  of  the  United 
Statn  ?  Is  a  ;tre»sel  to  be  denied  American  priv- 
ikges  within  our  own  jurisdiction,  where  our 
Tfeasuty  is  interested,  and  yet  to  be  regarded  as 
CfWipletely  American  when  abroad  ?  In  mailing 
lime  oliserTations,  I  refer  to  a  distinction  well 
known  in  oui  laws,  the  distinction  between  regis- 
tered Tessels  and  those  which  are  unregistered. 

Further:  On  what  principle  of  general  law  are 
all  the  privileges  of  the  national  flag  to  be  claim- 
ed for  merchant  vessels  which  hare  not  such  evi- 
dence of  national  character  as  is  required  by  the 
general  usage  of  the  maritime  world  ?  With  re- 
spect to  the  greater  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
toe  maritime  Powers  in  Europe,  the  privileges  of 
ihe  national  0ag  are  not  allowed  to  merchant  ves- 
lals,  unless  some  of  the  crew  belong  to  the  nation. 
This  principle  pnrails  in  thalaws  ofFraneeand 
of  Spain.  I  learn,  from  a  source  entitled  to  credit, 
that  in  each  of  those  countries,  the  merchant  ves- 
aela,  to  be  recogaised  as  having  the  national  char- 
acter, must  bare  not  less  than  tbree-foarths  of 
their  crews  of  the  same  country.  In  Denmark, 
some  of  the  crews  of  Danish  merchant  vessels 
most  be  Danes.  The  respectable  gentleman  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  this  information,  was  not 
perfectly  confident  as  to  the  proportion  required, 
CHit  believed  it  to  be  two-thirds.  Unquestionably 
a  majority  of  the  crew  for  a  Danish  vessel  must 
be  Danish  subjects.  From  another  gentleman  o( 
respectable  character,  I  understand  that,  in  Swe- 
den, alike  principle  is  adopted  as  to  vessels  of  that 
eoonirf.  in  relation  to  Holland,  I  have  not  the. 
•Dtheotic  information  which  I  wished  to  obtain. 
British  merchant  Tessels,  it  is  well  known,  are 
required  to  have  British  subjects  for  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  their  crews.  Russia  has  adopted  the 

Soeral  principle  of  requiring  some  proportion  of 
9  crew  to  belong  to  the  nation  whose  flag  is 
boniB  bf  a  merchant  vessel,  otherwise  the  vessel 
is  not  considered  as.  entitled  to  the  privilege  of 
the  national  flag.  This  apjiears  from  the  British 
Convention  with  Russia,  signed  at  St.  Petersburg 
in  the  month  of  June,  1801.  The  seventh  article 
contains  a  formal  declaration  of  the  contracting 
Powers,  to  this  effect : 

"la  Older  to  obviate  all  the  inconveniencM  likely  to 
result  from  the  want  of  good  &ith  in  those  who  sail 
under  the  flag  of  a  natbn  to  which  they  do  not  belong, 
It  is  settled  definitively,  that  a  vessel,  in  order  to  be 
CMisidered  of  the  nation,  under  the  flag  of  which  she 
suU,  most  have  the  captain  and  half  her  crew  of  that 
eoQotiy,  and  all  her  passports  and  papers  in  dne  form; 
and  that  all  vessels  not  acting  agreeably  to  the  above 
nfalations,  shall  be  exempted  from  the  rights  and  pro- 
teetioa  of  the  mid  flag." 

France.  Spain,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Britain, 
Rossia,  all  recognise  the  broad  principle,  t||at  the 
privileges  of  national  character  are  not  to  be 
claimed  for  a  merchant  vessel,  unless  navigated 
principallf  bjr  persons  belonging  to  the  nation. 


H.ofR. 


To  talk  of  a  merchant  vessel  being  a  territorial 
when  all  the  people  on  board  are  aliens,  is  an  ab- 
surdity. What  territory  is  that  which  has  none 
hilt  aliens  within  its  limits?  According  to  Euro- 
pean usage,  it  may  be  considered  as  tt^e  eommoa 
law  of  the  merchant  service,  that  a  vessel  is  not 
entitled  to  the  privileges  belonging  to  the  national 
flag,  unless  it  is  under  the  controfof  persons  be- 
longing to  the  nation.  Thecommanding  propor- 
tion of  officers  and  men  must  be  of  the  nation 
under  the  flag  of  which  a  vessel  is  navigated,  or 
the  vessel  has  not  the  national  character.  V'et  in 
the  United  States  we  do  not  require  even  one  of 
the  mariners  on  board  our  merchant  vessels  to  be, 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States.  What  other  coun- 
try is  known  to  offer  so  great  a  premium,  such  a 
rich  temptation  to  foreign  mariners?  However 
well  intended  originally,  it  is  but  loo  true  that  our 
own  laws  are  found,  on  experience,  to  leave  op- 
portunities for  the  frauds  and  impositions  of  aliens, 
who  assume  and  abnse  the  Ammean  oharaeter. 
To  this  cause  may  be  attributed  much  of  the  div 
satisfactioo  which  has  been  manifested  a^  to  the 
employment  of  jftersonswho  have  quitted  foreign 
service.  It  is  this,  which,  to  my  great  mortifica- 
tion, has  afforded  so  much  occasion  to  implicate 
the  good  faith  of  my  country. 

If  we  had  regulated  our  maritime  system  afr* 
cording  to  the  usage  of  other  maritime  Powen, 
if  we  had  provided  adequate  securities  agaiasi- 
abuses  of  our  national  flag  and  character,  we 
should  have  much  better  cause  for  complaint  on 
account  of  marititfie  injuries.  That  our  rights 
of  navigation  have  been  violated,  that  numbers  of 
our  seamen  have  been  grossly  wronged  by  lawless 
force,  is  too  notorious  to  be  controverted,  especial- 
ly in  this  place,  where  so  much  is  known  and  felt 
as  to  oar  foreign  concerns.  But,  to  attempting  to 
trace  onr  national  eoatroventies  to  the  source,  we 
also  find  cause  to  regret  that  the  defects  of  our 
own  legislatitm  have  allowed  too  much  opportu* 
nity  for  abuses,  tending  to  excite- forngn  suspi- 
cious and  jealousies.  That  we  may  have  no  for- 
eign contest,  it  is  of  prabtieal  importance,  on  our 
part,  to  gnard  against  the  causes  of  foreign  irri-' 
taiioo. 

While  the  proceedings  in  this  country  leave 
room  for  so  much  oomplaiot  with  respect  to  the 
employment  of  foreign  mariners,  will  you  make 
public  war,  because  of  the  British  claim  to  im- 
press their  seamen  on  board  merchant  vessels? 
If  proceedings  on  our  part  have  tended  to  results 
manifestly  prejudicial  to  theseftnen  of  the  United 
States,  if  our  own  seamen  have  been  unfortunately 
confounded  with  those  of  a  foreign  country,  ought 
we  not  to  discriminate  the  case  of  our  country- 
men from  that  of  foreigners,  before  we  go  to  war 
00  the  question  of  impressment? 

This  country,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  never  consent 
to  a  wa/  for  securing  British  seamen  in  merchant 
vessels  from  the  British  service.  As  men  of  hon- 
orable principle,  we  shall  never  go  to  war  for 
compelling  others  to  manife.it  a  confidence  and 
respect  which  we  do  not  feel  ourselves,  in  relation 
to  what  are  called  protections  for  American  sea- 
men. During  this  very  sessioni  I  have  ^eara 
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mentioned  the  case  of  a  merchant  vessel  which 
was  in  a  British  port,  I  tbiok  Bristol,  and  intended 
to  sail  under  the  American  Rag,  but  wanted  a 
complement  of  mariners  for  a  voyaKe  across  the 
Atlantic.  Fourteen  mariners  of  that  country, 
some  of  them  said  to  be  deserters  from  the  public 
service,  were  found  ashore,  and  engaged  for  the 
intended  voyage ;  but  tbey  wanted  what  are  call- 
ed Amerieao  protections.  Application  was  made 
to  a  dealer  in  such  articles,  and  be  furnished  the 
American  protections  for  the  fourteen  British 
mariners,  taking  care  to  have  them  such  as  de- 
scribed the  seamen  with  su£Scient  accuracy  as  to 
the  particular!*  of  age,  height,  and  complexioD. 
Those  fourteen  protections  were  selected  out  of  a 
stock  of  more  than  a  hondred,  which  be  bad  on 
hand  for  sale.  The  price  girt-n  for  each  of  the  ' 
protections,  I  think,  was  two  guineas. 

From  the  abuses,  which  have  at  length  become 
notorious,  and  which,  under  the  exisiiog  regula- 
tions, can  so  easily  be  practised  with  retpect  to 
obtaining  such  certificates  of  American  citizen* 
ship,  as  are  commonly  called  protections,  doubts 
have  been  excited  in  cases  of  seamen  truly  Amer- 
ican, and  these  have  suffered  in  consequence  of 
indulgences  toward  foreign  impostors.  What 
benefit  is  it  to  the  American  seaman,  that  a  Brit- 
ish seaman  shonid  not  be  taken  from  an  Ameri- 
can merchant  vessel  1  To  give  to  the  British 
mariner,  as  to  our  service^ every  advantage  claim- 
ed for  the  American  mariner,  is  to  malu  the.ciii- 
zenship  of  no  value.  It  is  not  my  wish  to  anni- 
hilate the  distinctive  privileges,  the  birthright  of 
my  countrymen.  The  great  object  to  be  desired 
for  our  seamen  is  security  against  being  taken  for 
British  seamen.  If  this  security  were  adequate 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  abuses  as  have 
been  suffered  in  cases  of  our  own  seamen,  could 
the  removal  of  British  seamen  from  American 
service  be  injurious  lo  the  seamen  of  the  United 
States?  On  the  contrary,  js  it  not  palpably  evi- 
dent that  it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  those  sea- 
men who  are  fairly  and  lionestly  entitled  to  the 
character  of  American? 

On  this  topic,  as  it  appears  to  my  view,  there 
has  been  manifested  much  of  ardent  and  bonorft- 
ble  zeal }  but  the  zeal  is  raised  lo  a  height  preju- 
dicial to  the  cause  of  our  own  seamen,  when  it 
precludes  the  calmness  and  temperance  of  exam- 
ination which  should  prevail  in  decidingon  asub- 
ject  so  complicated  and  important. 

A  privilege  as  %  freedom  of  merchandise  has 
been  elainied  for  the  flag  of  a  vessel  in  the  mer- 
ebaot  service.  It  has  been  said  that  the  flag 
•bould  cover  the  cargo ;  that  it  should  protect  the 
■roperty  as  well  as  the  persons  on  board  the  vessel. 
This  general  doetrine  has  been  advanced,  with 
the  aeeptioo  of  contraband  of  war  and  military 
men  in  hostile  service.  But,  whatever  may  be 
Mid  as  to  the  abstract  principle,  I  could  wish  any 
gentleman,  if  it  be  in  his  power,  to  exhibit  either 
proof  or  probability  that  its  adoption  in  practice 
would  be  for  the  inlerest  of  the  Ameriean  mer- 
ebuta. 

Mr.  FiHDLiT  inqniied  what  was  the  qacaUoal 


The  Speaker  said  it  was  on  the  Army  bill. 

Mr.  Dana. — The  reverence  I  bear  to  theageof 
the  gentleman  wilt  induce  me  to  etsle  the  reason 
of  my  course.  Our  attention  has  been  called  to 
a  view  of  our  relations  with  the  two  great belKg* 
erent  Powers.  And  to  mys«lf  it  has  appeared 
proper  to  examine  for  what  we  should  go  to  mr. 
Gentlemen  have  taken  a  wide  range  in  ddwte.  I 
hnd  noticed  observations  relative  to  the  topic  on 
which  I  was  speskiog,  when  the  gentleman  fnyn 
Pennsylvania  rose  to  inquire  what  was  the  qoes* 
tion.  If  he  had  folly  attended  to  the  scope  of 
what  had  been  urged  to  support  of  the  present  bill, 
if  be  bad  considered  that  toe  additional  srmf  it 
proposed  to  he  raised  with  a  view  to  the  state  of 
our  foreign  relations,  and  if  his  reflecting  nriad 
had  been  permitted  to  embrace  the  subject  in  iti 
whole  extent,  I  persuade  myself  he  wonM  not 
have  thought  my  remarks  altogether  foreiyn  to 
the  question  under  debate ;  and,  of  course,  be 
would  not  have  indulged  himself  in  such  a  depsft- 
urefrom  his  usual  decorum  as  to  interrupt  me  bf 
making  an  inquiry  about  the  question — an  inqviff 
which  is  well  understood  in  its  sarcastic  implica- 
tion. Considering  the  avowed  cause  for  the 
ent  bill,  I  bare  supposed  it,  in  debate,  unqaesiioir- 
ably  proper  to  examine  some  of  the  main  pnnti 
of  controveray  relative  lo  our  foreign  eoneeras. 

When  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from  Pcdd- 
sylvania,  I  was  about  to  observe  that,  if  our  met- 
chants  have  a  sufficiency  of  capital  or  solid  credit 
to  enable  thein  to  own  the  cargoes  on  boara 
American  vessels,  they  would  as  neutrals  bemore 
benefited,  in  this  case,  than  they  would  be  il  bel- 
ligerents, under  cover  of  the  American  flag,  were 
allowed  to  divide  the  business  aitd  thus  share  the 
profits  generally  arising  on  charges  of  merchan- 
dise. Under  the  operation  of  the  belligerent  claim 
to  make  prize  of  hostile  property  on  Iraard  neutttl 
vessels,  the  neutral  m£rehants~may  enjoy  a  mao- 
ifest  advantage  over  belligerent  competitors  in  tbe 
exemption  from  war  charges  and  warrisb.  Tbe 
difierence  in  the  rates  of  insurance  is  altogether 
in  favor  of  the  neutral  merchant.  And  it  oeti 
not  be  mentioned  at  how  high  a  nte  tbe  war  lan 
is  usually  estimated  ia  ennparison  with  tbe  ordi- 
nary penis  of  the  sea.  Let  it  once  be  trenenllf 
admitted  in  practice,  that  the  neutral  flag  it  to 
cover  the  merchandise  of  belligerents,  and  the 
neutrals  may,  indeed,  expect  thebeoefitoffTeiKtii, 
but  the  beUieerents  will  share  tbe  profi'ts  on  ma- 
chandise.  But  while  the  property  of  bellSgereDiS; 
although  on  board  neolral  vessels,  continues  lia- 
ble to  capture,  the  benefits  of  neutrality  beloD{ 
exclusively  to  neutrals;  and  ibeneotral  shipown- 
era  and  merchants  may  share  between  them  bolk 
the  freight  and  the  profit,  if  they  have  sufficient 
capital  or  credit  for  tbe  whole  concern.  How- 
ever, sir,  I  am  not  anxious  at  present  to  disestf 
this  topic  in  detail,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  snch  a  discusatoa 
might  he  irrelevant  Indeed,  Mr.  Speaker,  froa 
a  respect  to  him,  since  be  has  seemed  to  ihtok  its 
deviation  from  the  question,  I  am  now  willing  lo 
dismiss  tbe  point 

Questions  have  txistcd,  ai  to  participation  in 
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tlie  coloniat  trade,  and  to  relation  to  tbe  sabjeets 
of  blockade,  and  contraband. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHS  rose  and  said,  be  should 
be  gratified  to  hear  tbe  gentleman  further  on  the 
<fDestion  of  tbe  Bag's  covering  the  cargo,  and  be- 
liered  the  Honse  woald  be,  generally. 

Mr.  FinoLET  explained,  and  said  tbe  princfiple 
was  p  van  vp  in  the  Treaty  of  1794. 

Mr.  DaKA. — ^As  to  tbe  rights  of  blockade,  I  do 
Dotkoow  that  we  now  makeaDf  serioas  qoestioo 
oa  the  genera)  principle.  And  as  to  parlieipatfon 
in  tbe  colonial  trade,  1  do  not  know  that  gentle- 
men are  for  assertiag  tbe  claim  to  a  direct  tradd 
between  the  PffeBt  country  and  tbe  colony  of  a 
belltgerent.  The  list  of  articles  denominated 
coBtrahand  of  war  bas  been  various.  But  the  ex- 
tension ofthe  list  in  not  understood  at  pre!>ent  to  be 
mn  affair  of  serious  controventy  on  our  part. 

On  a  general  view  of  the  controversies  between 
this  country  and  the  two  great  belligerents,  one 
broad  remark  is  obvious.  The  controversies  are 
of  a  maritime  nature;  they  relate  to  rights  claim- 
ed to  be  exercised  on  tbe  ocean.   And  bow  do 

J 00  propose  to  maintain  them  ?  I»  it  by  light 
ragooQs?  The  controversies  relate  to  neutral 
eomaeree  in  time  of  war;  but,  the  moment  you 
engage  in  war,  the  claims  of  neutrality  are  aban- 
doneo.  Toa  claim  the  enjoyment  of  maritime 
n^ts;  and  you  practically  renounce  tbe  whole. 

According  to  what  has  been  said  by  gentlemen, 
we  must  either  surrender  our  maritime  claims,  or 
engage  in  war  for  their  nupport^  or  withdraw  from 
tbe  ocean.  Submission,  forcible  resistance,  or 
retreat,  are,  then,  the  alternatives.  Tbe  embargo 
retires  from  the  scene  of  controremy — it  surren- 
ders the  field.  Too  assert  your  right  in  virords, 
and  renoutKe  it  in  practice.  What  more  would 
yoar  opponents  require  1  Tou  do  not  presume  to 
exercise  the  right  where  ihe^  deny  it. 

Will  a  view  of  the  British  interest  and  mili- 
tary means  lead  os  to  expect  an  invasion  from 
that  Power)  The  British,  with  a  population  of 
fifteen  roillioBs,  have  to  withstand  tbe  force  of  a 
&r  greater  namber  of  million^  the  population  of 
Tanoos  States  and  national  wielded  by  one  of  the 
mmt  tremendoas  of  oonquerorsj  whose  means  are 
extenaiTe  like  his  ai&bition  of  aggrandizement, 
and  whose  resentment  yields  to  no  regret,  and 
ackaowledgea  do  limitation.  The  relative  pow- 
era  of  Fraooe  and  Britain  have  been  compare 
ed  to  those  of  Rome  and  Carthage,  altliough,  per- 
baps,  OS  fall  examination,  the  analogy  might  be 
fband  to  fail  as  to  several  considerations  of  pri- 
mary importance.  But,  whatever  may  be  thought 
of  the  comparison,  it  is  understood. to  be  the  tan- 
goage  of  the  Court  of  Napoleon,  that  Carthage 
most  fall.  If  this  may  he  deemed  characteristic 
of  tbe  French  hostility  against  the  British,  what 
must  be  tbe  pressure  ofthe  contest,  and  what 
ibrce  coald  tbe  British  Qovernment  think  of  seod- 
inc  to  invade  the  United  States? 

There  are,  perhaps,  about  forty  millions  of  peo- 
ple who  are  subject  to  British  control  in  India; 
and,  if  retained  m  tu^ectioo,  they  must  be  botden 
hf  military  power,  ft  is  no  easy  task  to  main- 
luB  the  iUiaiie  domiaioa  of  the  British ;  yet  this 


is  one  of  the  most  interesting  objects  embraced  by 
the  British  policy. 

It  is  known,  also,  io  be  the  British  policy,  as  a 
maritime  Power,  to  have  command  of  po&itions 
which  are  favorable  to  purposes  of  maritime  con- 
trol. These  positions  as  relative  to  naval  opera- 
tions bear  analogy  to  military  posts,  which  may 
command  the  more  important  passes  with  refer- 
ence to  operations  on  land. 

Such  a  position  the  British  have  in  Asia.  It 
is  near  tbe  southern  point  of  tbe  hither  India,  from 
which  the  attention  may  be  directed  toward  the 
seas  on  either  side  of  that  iiountry. 

At  the  southern  extremity  of  Africa,  the  Brit- 
ish occupy  another  position.  Well  knowa  for  its 
importance  to  the  navigators  between  Asia  and 
Europe.  As  a  place  for  the  convenience  of  their 
Asiatic  trade,  as  a  port  of  relief  or  refreshment,  and 
as  a  position  for  maritime  command,  the  import- 
ance attached  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  espe- 
cially in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  is  abund- 
antly proved  by  transactions  of  general  noto- 
riety. It  may  be  considered  as  the  ^eat  pass  of 
the  Eastern  and  Western  oceans,  while  the  view 
is  extended  along  the  eoasts  of  Africa  toward  tbe 
Asiatic  and  Eoropean  regions. 

The  southern  point  of  Europe  presents  another 
British  position,  one  of  tbe  pillars  of  Hercules, 
which'  is  to  be  maintained  by  no  trivial  portion  of 
tbe  British  ^wer ;  a  position  celebrated  as  a  the- 
atre of  heroic  achievement,  and  eminently  inter- 
esting to  (he  military.and  naval,  and  commercial 
character  of  tbe  British  Empire.  In  saying  this^ 
it  Is  needless  to  name  the  famous  rock.  The  fa- 
cilities for  afibrdiog  assistance  or  relief  to  mer- 
chant vessels  and  ships  of  war  are  not  the  only 
considerations  which  give  importance  to  tbe  es- 
tablishment. From  their  military  and  naval  sta- 
tion at  Otbrattar,  the  British  may  look  to  tbe  At- 
lantic ocean  and  to  the  Mediterranean  sea.  With 
the  command  of  tbe  rock  and  bay,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Straits  so  as  to  divide  the  naval  arma- 
ments of  the  ocean  and  the  Mediterranean,  they 
may  be  able  to  eounteraet  or  place  in  cheek  dif- 
ferent armaments  of  their  enemy  by  one  of  their 
own,  and  with  vigilance  of  observation  ma^  giv« 
to  their  own  naval  force  an  extensive  efficiency, 
decidedly  superior  to  that  ofthe  opposite  force?. 

With  these,  may  be  recollected  other  positions 
of  a  similar  nature,  but  none  of  them  equally  im- 
portant with  Qibraltar.  Tbe  rock  of  Malta,  so 
distinguished  in  European  controversy,  owes  its 
value  to  its  relative  situation  A  a  position  of  im- 
portance with  respect  to  the  inland  seas  of  the 
Mediterranean  and  tbe  Levant. 

It  is  tbe  British  policy  to  maintain  such  com- 
manding positions  as  are  essentially  inatramental 
to  maritime  prosperity. 

In  addition  to  these  interesting  claims  upon  the 
military  means  of  the  British,  let  it  be  remember- 
ed that  tbe  British  possessions  in  India  are  ncK 
the  only  provinces  or  colonial  estaUishments 
wbieh  require  military  support  from  Great  Brit- 
ain. There  are  British  poascssions  of  this  de> 
seriptjon  in  North  America,  in  the  West  Indiea, 
and  other  pan*  of  tb«  ^oln. 
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To  the  numbers  of  men,  wbich  all  these  ob- 
jects require  the  British  to  send  abroad  for  ser- 
Tiee  on  land,  let  ffeotlemen  add  the  numbers 
which  are  required,  oy  the  British  policy,  to  serre 
at  sea.  Reflect  on  the  exertions  necessary  for 
keepiuE  the  British  navy  manned  soas  to  be  com- 
petent Tor  decisive  action ! 

Add  to  all  these  the  numbers  required  for  the 
service  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland! 

After  this  review,  let  it  be  asked,  What  part  of 
the  British  population  can  be  spared^  and  sent 
across  a  thousand  leagues  of  ocean,  to  attack  the 
United  States?  Why  should  any  British  force 
come  into  our  country  to  reap  defeat  and  disgrace? 
What  motive  of  interest  is  there  for  the  British 
to  invade  our  territory  1  What  are  the  British 
means  for  the  invastoo  t  The  population  of  their 
Uoiied  Kingdom,  liable  as  it  is  to  rarioos  exist- 
ing requisitions,  is  unequal  to  the  service.  To 
say  nothing  of  any  regard  to  justice,  the  British 
OoTernment  must  be  unwise  m  the  extreme  to 
meditate  the  invasion  of  this  country.  The  idea 
has  too  much  of  the  maniac  character  to  be  admit- 
ted for  a  moment. 

Can  any  supposed  commercial  jealousy  be  so 
operative  as  to  make  that  country  go  to  war  with 
this?  If  the  British  are  jealous  of  our  prosperi- 
ty, and  Indulge  the  wish  that  our  commerce  and 
navigation  may  be  checked  or  swept  from  the 
ocean,  can  this  constitute  a  motive  for  their  being 
at  open  war  with  us?  If  war  were  declared  be- 
tween this  and  any  European  country,  our  navi- 
gation, it  is  to  be  presumed,  would  at.  least  be 
allowed  to  appear  on  the  ocean,  under  the  impnlse 
of  enterprise  and  courage,  provided  with  means 
for  defence ;  and  a  hope  might  be  cherished  that 
the  acquisitions  resulting  from  such  active  com- 
merce as  should  be  successful,  on  the  average  of 
all  the  adventures,  would  be  sufficient  to  counter- 
balance the  losses  by  capture,  and  leave  a  benefit 
to  the  concerned.  But,  however  stimulated  by 
jealousy  of  our  maritime  growth,  would  any  for- 
eigii  Government,  unless  grossly  unioformea  and 
foolish,  be  capable  of  procfaimiDg  war  against  us 
with  a  view  merely  to  reduce  our  share  in  the 
trade  of  the  world,  while  our  own  Government 
is  taking  measures  so  efficacious  to  destroy  the 
navigating  interests  of  the  country?  Whoever 
may  have  been  jealous  of  our  success  in  maritime 
pursuits,  might  well  be  content  at  the  present  time 
to  abstain  from  attempting  anything  further 
affaiost  us.  Exertions  on  their  part  are  needless, 
while  such  efficacious  means  are  practised  In  tliis 
country.  The  embargo  is  operating  to  accom- 
plish more  against  our  navigating  interest  than 
any  foreign  jealousy  could  otherwise  hope  to  hnve 
realized.  Snips  rotting;  merchants  failing;  sea- 
men quitting  the  country;  the  domestic  trade 
checked ;  industry  discouraged ;  business  stag- 
nated :  if  a  policy  so  prostrating  is  to  be  continu- 
ed, what  more  can  be  necessary  to  satiate  the  most 
vindictive  excess  of  commercial  jealousy  ?  To 
destroy  our  navigating  interest,  the  addition  of 
war  is  needless. 

Permit  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  observe,  that  there 
seems  to  be  some  inconsistency  in  continuing  to 
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insist  on  the  policy  of  the  embargo,  kad  yet  cod*  < 
tendioe  for  the  additional  army  proposed  by  this  i 
bill.   Advocates  of  the  embargo  have  asserted  ■. 
the  policy  of  adopting  it,  as  tending  not  only  to 
secure  the  vessels  and  seamen  and  merchandise  i 
the  country,  but  also  by  operating  against  other  j 
countries  to  constrain  them  to  recocoise  and  re-  ^ 
spect  our  maritime  rights.   According  to  decU-  , 
rations  of  its  advocates,  the  policy  of  the  embargo  , 
was  to  be  commended  for  its  efficacy  to  cooserve 
and  to  coerce.    For  protecting  ourselves,  this  was  , 
to  be  the  impenetrable  shield — for  annoying  oth-  ^ 
ers,  the  irresistible  spear.    As  to  a  navy  od  the  , 
ocean  for  securing  maritime  rights,  we  have  none. 
For  this  service  do  we  want  an  army  t 

In  viewing  our  foreign  concerns  with  a  refe^  , 
ence  to  the  present  bill,  the  next  question  i>,wbe-  , 
ther  the  proposed  armv  is  wanted  against  France? 
The  President  of  the  tTnited  States  has  not  m  told  , 
Qs,  although  the  measure  is  brought  forward  on 
his  recommendation ;  nor  are  we  so  informed  by 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  who  are  among  the  warm-  , 
est  supporters  of  the  President  and  the  bill.  Al- 
thougu  there  is  no  territorial  contest  with  the  , 
British  Government,  it  is  well  known  that  ques-  j 
lions  of  a  serious  nature  respecting  territory  have 
existed  for  a  considerable  time  between  tbellDit- 
ed  States  and  Spain,  the  vassal  of  France.  With  i 
regard  to  those  territorial  disputes,  it  is  clearly 
true  that  an  army  might  be  properly  employed  lo  i 
maintain  the  exercise  of  rights  claimed  on  land.  i 
And  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  result  of  the  terri*  ' 
torial  controversies  with  a  vasul  of  France,  hu 
almost  induced  me  to  decide  od  giving  my  voice  ' 
for  this  bill.  But  there  has  remained  one  objec-  ' 
tion  10  making  this  decision.   1  am  not  informed 
that  (he  Executive  Intends  to  maintain  the  terri-  ^ 
torial  claim  on  our  part  by  arms.    I  have  Dooffi* 
eial  information  that  this  army  is  wanted  with  a 
view  to  that  point.   And  this  want  of  ioforma-  ^ 
lion  is  no  cause  for  acting,  although,  ia  my  esti- 
mation, it  may  justify  the  abstaining  from  a  pos- 
itive act  of  legislation.  The  waot  of  satisfactny 
information  is  no  reason  for  not  acting. 

The  proposed  army  may  cost  about  two  mil' 
Hods  of  dollars  aiinually.  Cannot  the  sum  be 
more  beneScially  expended  ?  I  agree  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  employing  regular  forces  for  stations  on 
the  frontier.  But  is  this  bill  the  proper  mode  of 
giving  effect  to  that  principle?  It  is  not  pretend- 
ed by  ^tttlemeu  that  the,  whole  of  this  adiiitioDal 
force  18  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  differentgar* 
risons.  As  to  all  that  portion  of  the  force  not 
wanted  for  what  may  be  considered  as  garrison 
duty,  I  would  rather  apply  the  expenditure  in  a 
mode  which  appears  to  be  more  beneficial  and 
necessary.  Let  it  be  applied  to  preparing  durable 
fortifications,  wbich  are  so  much  wanted  and  ear- 
nestly requested.  Or  let  it  be  applied  for  some 
other  preparatory  purpose,  corresponding  to  the 
exigencies  of  our  own  situation  and  the  general 
state  of  the  world.  As  to  maintaining  regular 
forces  constantly  in  service  for  the  fortificatiooi 
on  the  Atlantic  frontier,  it  might  be  more  correct 
to  have  artillerists,  perhaps,  than  infantry,  cer> 
tainly,  than  dragoons. 
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Til*  Dational  niiliiy  of  a  military  school  bu 
been  nteDtioaed  by^  ny  colleagae,  (Mr.  Tall- 
IUIH3I:,)  u  aa  argameot  to  faror  dt  the  bill.  Let 
it  Bot  be  supposed,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  1  would 
queatioQ  his  superiority  io  tbe  koowledge  of  mili- 
tary aflairs  aod  taoUcal  principles.  1  cannot,  m 
be  cocld,  appeal  to  tbe  recorded  evideooe  of  ac- 
knowledged military  merit.  1  will  not  say  of  him 
oaiy,  that  he  has  the  soldier's  seose  of  honor,  and 
that  hu  gaUaotiy  has  been  repeatedly  proTed  in 
tbe  boor  of  setioa*  trial,  fof  this  would  be  no 
more  than  might  be  said  of  those  whom  he  has 
led  to  danger  and  victory— higher  praise,  that 
which  hiHiors  the  capacity  of  the  officer,  united 
with  tbequaliiiesof  toe  soldier,  has  been  publicly 
awarded  to  him.  In  a  Journal  of  the  proceedings 
of  CoDgrv^Sj  duriag  the  war  of  the  Rerolution,  I 
find  his  nwritorioUB  serviocs  acknowledged  iiL  the 
fikllowiog  teroDs : 

"  WuassBAT,  Deoaaiber  6, 1780. 
The  eomimttM  to  vhooi  wu  rafemd  tfas  letter  of 
November  LSth,  bom  Geaersl  Washingtoo,  brought  i> 
axepoit:  Wbaieapoii  Coivresa caaw  to  tbn ioDpwiiv 
leaoliitiea: 

**  While  Congress  are  sensible  of  the  patriotisin, 
eonragfl,  and  perseverance  of  the  officers  aad  privates 
of  their  regular  forces,  as  well  as  of  the  military 
throoghout  these  United  States,  sod  of  tbe  military 
conduct  of  the  principal  comtnandcrB  in  both,  it  gives 
th«ni  pleasure  to  be  so  frequently  called  upon  to  confer 
BOfka  of  distinction  and  ap[riaus«  for  enterprises  whidi 
do  honor  to  the  profesrion  of  aims,  and  chim  a'  high 
jwA  in  mffitary  achievements  i  In  this  light  th^  view 
the  enterprise  against  Fort  St.  George  on  I^mig  Island, 
ytsnttod  and  conducted  with  wisdosa  altd  grsat  gallant- 
ij  by  Major  Talbnadge,  of  the  t^ht  dragoons*  aad  ez- 
etoted  with  intiqpidi^  and  conplete  soeeaes  by  tha 
•ffieera  and  soldiers  of  bis  datadunent : 

•*  Ordered,  thereon,  That  Malor  Talliaadge'a  re- 
vert to  the  Coaimuider4D^hief  be  pablkhed,  with  Uie 
^needing  minute,  as  a  tribute  to  duttnguisbed  merit, 
and  in  tcstimooy  of  tha  sense  Congress  entertain  of 
this  brilliant  sttvice.'* 

The  use  a  military  school  ie-  to  qualify  par- 
eons  for  military  command,  by  inatraettoa  in  the 
lhaory  and  application  of  prinoipla  relative  to  tha 
art  of  war.  The  great,  object  ia  to  provide  offi- 
cers of  skill,  who  may  be  tomperent  to  the  various 
daiiea  of  the  field  in  case  of.  actaal  service.  I 
would  refer,  therefore,  tomy  colleague  as  an  offi- 
cer, whether  the  adoptitm  of  this  bill  is  the  beat 
mode  to  form  a  miliury  school  t  Are  officers  to 
become  accomplished  tn  the  art  of  war  ?  Are 
they  to  be  formed  for  ornaments  of  tbe  profession 
of  arina,by  beipg  distributed  over  tbe  country  for 
aalistiog  recruits?  In  this  employment,  they 
■usbt,  indeed,  acquire  some  knowledge  relative  to 
miutary  aShin,  although  not  that  knowledge 
which  ahoold  most  distingaish  tbe  officer.  They 
might  acquire,  in  the  recruiting  service,  a 
knowledge  correspoadini^  to  that  employment,  a 
^netieal  acquainiaoee  with  such  qualities  as  dia- 
tingoiahed  Seiigeant  Kite.  But  qualities  far  othn 
than  thgae  are  raqoired  to  Ibrm  the  aeoompUihed 
officer,  according  to  tha  modern  qratem  m  war- 
ftia. 

I  admit  that  thp  ut  of  wwr,  in  modetn  liamt  'u 
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one  of  the  naOst  extensive  aod  complex  of  arts. 
Tbe  discoveries  of  genius,  the  attainments  of  sci- 
aoce,  tbe  labors  of  industry,  tbe  wisdom  of  ezpe* 
rieitce,tbe  improved  capacities  of  civilized  society, 
all  have  been  rendered  contributory  to  the  art  of 
deatraciioD.  So  fnUy  do  I  accede  to  tbe  import- 
aace  of  having  akitful  officers  to  conduct  brave 
men,  and  soeh  i*  the  opinioo  eaiectaiaed  of  mj 
cotleagae,  that  I  cao  hate  tto  besitaiioD  in  de* 
clariog  ray  readioess  to  agree  to  any  syaten  for  a 
military  school,  which,  after  mature  considera- 
tion, be  might  propose  aa  best  adapted  to  tbe  spe- 
cific porpose. 

Shall  the  prorisiom  of  this  bill  be  regarded  as 
our  system  of  preparation  for  meeting  a  war  7  If 
presented  in  this  view  to  either  Briiaia  ur  France, 
will  the  force  be  of  any  value?  Is  it  not  rather 
an  implied  admission  of  weakikessj  than  a  respect- 
able display  of  strength? 

Qentfemen  have  spoken  of  tbe  state  of  the 
world  and  the  aspect  of  our  foreign  afiiiirs  as  re- 
quiring measures  of  preparation— measures  not 
necessary  in  confirmed  peace,  nor  yet  fully  ade- 
oDate  to  the  exigeoeies  of  determined  war.  What, 
tnen,  ia  the  preparation  which  would  be  tha  least 
ezpeaaive,  and  the  mo«t  usefU  for  tbia  country, 
ia  relation  to  military  force? 

Strength,  activity,  eoatage,  we  have  fn  readi- 
ness. iTnlns  the  spirit  of  the  country  should  ba 
prostrated  by  a  fatal  policy,  we  may  rely  on  find- 
ing them  io  the  general  mass  of  population  which 
a  serious  war  might  require^  to  fill  tbe  ranks  of 
our  battalioos.  Arms,  discipline,  and  uctical 
skill  we  principally  want ;  these,  especially  discip- 
line.and  tactical  skill,  it  is  the  most  important  to 
prepare.  With  an  ample  preparation  of  these,  in 
the  event  of  serious  war,  a  numerous  army  might 
Koon  be  arrayed. 

So  much  of  the  force,  mentioned  in  this  bill,  as 
may  be  requisite  for  the  general  service  of  our 
garrisons  and  military  posts,  let  ns  provide.  This 
may  be  done  by  aoiiag  upon  the  hift  expresaly  re- 
lating to  the  peace  Establishmelit,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned.  If  the  turn  wkkh  may  be 
saved  to  the  Treasury  in  thia  maanw  should  not 
beapplied  tot  durable  fortifieations  or  further  sup- 
plies €i  armsi  it  may  still  be  applied  in  another 
mode  so  as  to  be  of  essential  service.  It  may  be 
applied  to  providing;  a  fund  of  military  science, of 
dueipline,  and  tactical  skill,  that  we  may  have  in 
readiness  a  sufficient  number  of  our  own  officers, 
veil  qualified  lo  direct  thevalor  of  our  countrymen, 
that  w«  may  have  in  readincM  an  ample  propor- 
tion of  our  countrymen  worthy  to  command  some 
of  the  Warest  of  men. 

Mr.  U.  W.  Campbell  said,  ihat  notwitbstand- 
iug  tbe  long  time  that  bad  been  spent  io  tbe  dis- 
cusaion  of  this  bill,  he  fdt  it  bis  duty  to  state  to 
tbe  House  the  reasons  that  would  influence  him 
to  vote  in  favor  of  it ;  and  he  deemed  it  the  mora 
neenaary  that  ha  should  do  so,  beeanaa  atiempto 
bad  beeit  made  to  impteaa  the  puUie  mind  with 
a»  cpiBioa,  that  those  who  were  disposed  to  raise 
this  army,  had  abandoned  the  principles  they 
mauitained  in  former  ttmea,  when  they  had  in- 
atated  that  standuf  amies  were  da^eroos  to  lib- 
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erty  aod  Ibe  rights  ef  man,  »Dd  tbat  the  chief 
reluoce  for  seeuHtr  and  defence  ought  to  be 
placed  on  the  miliiia.  I  am,  and  alwajra  bare 
Been,  one  of  those  who  think  we  ongfat  to  rdy  on 
the  militia  as  the  main  sopport'  and  defifcnee  of 
oar  country  in  tbe  day  of  danger.  I  consider 
tbem  as  tbe  great  bulwark  of  our  Itberties,  and 
bdieve  wemay  tepose  the  highest  confidence  in 
their  patriotism  and  courage.  I  an,  ^«o.  as  I 
always  hate  been, opposed  tostaodioff  armie!>:  I 
hare  considered  them,  and  still  consider  tbem,  as 
tbe  bane  of  freedom,  and  the  iDsiromeot  in  tbe 
bands  of  a  despot  with  which  to  scourge  the  peo- 
ple, reduce  ihem  to  submissioo,  and  deprive  them 
of  their  liberties,  la  this  riew  I  coosider  laive 
standing  armies  in  times  of  peace.  But  ^t  the 
same  time  that  I  enteriain  this  opiiiiOD,  I  believe 
that  a  re^^alar  foree  may,  in  certain  chws  and  un- 
der certam  eiregmstances,  be  necessary.  I  cen- 
aider  it  as  a  kind  of  necessary  evil,  which  we  can- 
not ki  those  caaes  do  without,  and  whieh  may  be 
esseatjally  tisefal  in  repelling  inrasions  of  our 
Ttghts  and  territory,  ana  rendering  more  secure, 
while  kept  within  proper  limits,  our  liberty  and 
independence.  I  wish  it  therefore  to  be  distiDctly 
understood,  that  though  I  shall  rote  for  the  bill 
on  your  table,  I  hare  not  changed  my  opinion 
with  regard  to  the  coofideDce  we  ought  to  repose 
io  the  militia,  nor  as  to  their  eflScienoy  in  ordi- 
nary oases  for  the  defence  of  their  country.  I 
bare  not,  sir,  altered  my  opinion  on  ihese  points, 
and  the  only  difference  which  exists  between  roy- 
setf  and  many  othera  on  this  subject,  appears  to 
be,  that  I  consider  the  present  crisis  to  be  sach  as 
requires  us  to  |nrepare  for  a  state  of  war,  while 
ther  seem  to  think  diat  there  is  no  neceesity  for 
maRing  such  preparations.  {  also  believe  (what 
I  presume  few,  if  any,  deny.)  that  in  a  state  <^ 
war  a  regular  force  ia  necessary  to  aid  And  sap- 
Jiort  the  militia.  This  seems  to  be  admitted  on 
alt  hands,  and  indeed  little  or  no  argvment  can 
be  necessary  to  prove  that  there  are  certain  ser- 
riees  to  which  the  militia  are  not  competent,  and 
which  ought  not  to  be  required  of  them.  It  lias 
been  said  that,  in  Ordinary  times,  they  may  be  re- 
lied upon  for  erery  purpose.  Though  this  posi- 
tion may,  in  the  general,  be  true,  yet  iiiere  are 
some  exceptions  to  it  in  tbe  present'  situation  of 
our  country,  and  I  may  be  permitted  to  state  some 
lerrfees  which  are  important,  and  which  ought 
not  to  be  imposed  upon  the  militia.  Among  these 
may  be  mentioned  the  protection  of  the  most  ex- 
posed pointa  on  our  extenaiye  ftoniier— I  will  io- 
atanccnevOrienns.  SbtMild  an  attempt  br made 
to  invade  year  territory,  no  place  is  more  expo«ed, 
or  seems  to  proffliae  a  greater  prospect  of  success 
to  the  invader  than  New  Orleans.  When  danger 
threatens,  what  is  there  to  protect  that  city  from 
e  sodden  attack  by  either  of  tbe  beltigerent  Pow- 
ers? Tou  hare  no  effective  militia  there  sofB- 
viently  numerous  to  defend  tt,  aod  it  is  seven  or 
eight  hundred  miles  from  the  body  of  the  militia 
of  tbe  Western  coumry.  Exhausted  by  so  long 
a  march,  is  it  to  be  expected  that  the  militia  would 
be  wiltiog  to  remain  for  mmths,  aod  perhaps 
7eat>,ts  a  penutucat  pntectioB  to  tku  plue? 
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Stippose  they  would  submit  to  any  bnrdeiu  which 
you  shoald  impose  upon  tbem,  and  I  am  confideiit 
th^  will  never  ahrink  from  aof  duty  whieh  any 
be  assigned  them  by  their  country,  is  it  eooststcai 
with  propriety,  is  it  honorable  to  tbe  nation  ta 
impose  this  ta^k  ezeloaively  on  the  milNia  of  tbe 
Western  country  1  Are  your  militia  to  be  cdled 
out,  and  to  remain  out^  to  protect  (be  nanye» 
posed  points  from  Detroit  to  New  Orleans,  to  re- 
pel tbe  savages,  or  a  neighboring  enemy,  shiMtM 
be  meditate  an  attack  on  that  quarter?  These 
duties  would  be  too  arduous  to  impose  upon  iheio. 
Their  rast  distance  from  the  scene  of  action,  and 
the  sickliness  of  the  climate  to  whieh  they  might 
be  called,  would  ezpoire  tbem  to  diseases  snd  fa- 
tigue, which  their  constitutions  woold  be  tacom- 
petent  to  sustain,  and  even  bear  down  tbe  straoy- 
est  eoostitntioos,  and  dampthe  most  ardent  dispo- 
sition to  serve  their  country.  I  -aiy,  theirfon 
tbat  whetber  we  are  actoany  at  war  or  threaieoed 
by  it,  it  in  impwtant  to  bare  ab  active,  disposaUe 
force,  to  be  stationed  at  those  placee,  to  nml  the 
first  attacks,  antil  yonr  militia  can  be  called  oat 
to  support  tnem. 

But  it  is  said  by  gentlemen,  who  admit  that  in 
time  of  war  a  regular  force  may  be  neceissary,  tbil 
they  will  not  raise  a  single  man  till  they  see  the 
enemy.  I  would  not  have  believed  that  any  gea- 
tteman  would  make  such  an  assertion  if  I  had 
not  heard  it  on  this  floor— if  I  had  not  heard 
gentlemen  say  that,  though  you  axe  surrounded 
by  dangers',  they  will  not  role  to  raise  a  liagle 
regiment,  no,  not  a  single  man,  to  defend  tMir 
country.  Can  gentlemen  justify  thiseondwt  ii 
the  nation  ?  Are  they  willing  to  remain  inaslin 
and  nnpr^ated,  with  tbeir  arma  folded  mil 
yon  are  actually  attacked,  nntil  tbe  enemy  is « 
your  dooTi  and  when  it  will  be  too  late  to  prepare 
to  realst  him  ?  Will  this  be  doing  jastice  to  the 
nation?  Will  (his  be  acring  like  men  onght  to 
do  who  are  appointed  tbe  gaardians  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  and  to  whom  are  confided  the  protec- 
tion of  their  best  rights,  their  liberty,  and  inde- 
pendence? It  will  not,  sir.  tbe  natim  will  oerer 
sanction  such  conduct.  But,  sir,  if  the  mlKtit 
are  sufficient  under  all  circumstances  to  repel  u 
enemy,  howerer  formidable,  in  tbe  first  instance, 
will  there  be  any  occasion  to  raise  a  r^olar  foree 
to  support  them,  after  they  bare  withstood  the 
first  impulse,  and  acquired  mere  experience?  1 
should  presume  not.  I  have  always  uodentoM 
that  One  great  object  of  regular  troo^  was  tofpK 
discipline  and  energy  to  tbe  miHtia  when  trtf 
called  Into  aervioe,  and  that  after  they  had  aervcd 
some  time,  say  one  or  two  years,  they  in  fact 
came  r^niar  troops  for  all  nsefnl  purposes— al- 
tboagb,  10  tbe  first  instance,  considerable  iaeoe- 
renience  and  difficulty  were  experienced  itiu 
regard  to  them,  for  waot  <jf  system,  for  want  oi 
the  babit  of  acting  in  concert,  for  want  of  dfaefp* 
line.  A  regular  force  also  answers  an  importtai 
porpose,  by  being  distribatable  at  those  places 
where  danger  is  most  to  be  apprehended^  and  serr- 
ioff  as  firm  bands,  around  which  the  militia  woaid 
raUy  at  tbe  call  of  tbeir  country.  The  regnlaritf 
and  diaeipUM  ef  Ike  Ibnner  fronld  (in  dpfiideMc 
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■ad  corig/  to  the  Jailer,  while,  ia  turn,  lite  latter, 
{the  militia)  beiag  their  f«Uow-citizeDs,  aad  fight- 
lag  their  side  ia  defence  of  their  couotry,  would 
aii  courage  with  eathuatasm  to  the  skill  and  dJu- 
eiplioe  of  the  regular  troopa.  A  regular  army  i» 
BM«  a<9iiaiiited  with  and  preserves  the  knowl' 
edge  of  mililary  uetiea,  and  ia  premred  to  infuse 
it  aoKN^  the  ntlitia  when  called  into  aef viae. 
Bat  that  we  abould  xemaiD  ioaetire,  and  wait 
mil  our  eaemy  shall  eome  to  our  doors  before 
we  begin  to  prepare,  when  it  is  admitted  oaall 
Iwuids  that  we  are  thwhtened  with  daoger,  ap- 
pear! to  lae  extraordinary,  and  is  a  Uoe  of  ooDduct 
thai  I  could  not  reeoaciir  to  myself,  lo  my  con- 
■titaeats,  or  to  my  conntrjr.  I  do  not  fe«-l  di»- 
poacd^e  the  gentteman  Irom  South  Carolmaf 
(Mr.  WibLiAwa,)  to  express  my  resentment  in 
lems  M  highly  eggrarated  against  Qreat  Britain 
and  Pranee  aa  he  has  done.  I  oan  see  no  real 
benefit  likely  to  result  from  calling  them  by  hard 
aasw!*}  yet  1  do  not  mean  to  reprehend  his  coa- 
dnet  in  this  respect.  I  have  no  doubt  that  he 
expmsed  his  reel  feeling  and  I  believe  I  view 
(be  eoadnct  ot  thoae  nations  with  as  maoh  abhor* 
Kne  as  anr  man  in  Uiis  Hoiuei  B«t  how  tkt 
geadenan  na  if|tfcaent  diem  botb  aa  so.  hostile 
to  this  contry-f  jind  tbei  r  measures  towards  it  ao 
Bojas^  so  eontraty  to  all  the  known  laws  of  eocie- 
t]r,aDd  even  of  humanity,  aa  to  induce  him  to  call 
eae  the  tiger,  and  the  other  the  shark,  and  yet,  in 
the  nne  bcenth,  refuse  to  make  any  pr^ratioo 
lo  mise  any  force  to  defend  the  nation  against  the 
nraeesi^  these  wild  and  voracious  animals,  is  to 
ne  beyond  all  eompmheosion-  Can  gentlwiMn 
be  serious  when  tbey  aggravate,  and  paint  in  the 
bifhesteolofs,  the  airocuy  of  tbeconductof  those 
Bstinu,  and  yet  tell  you  there  is  ao  oeceaeity  to 
pnpue  lor  war  t  Surely,  sir,  when  this  nation  is 
tbrwened  with  daagera  from  abroad,  from  more 
<|Wten  than  ODe,ns  has  been  stated  on  this  floor, 
itii  bigh  time  to  prepare  for  defence,  lo  jvepare 
■eienstthosedangcfSiand  oar  preparations  ought* 
eMaialy  te  bear  «ome  praporiiea  to  the  dangers 
tait  tWeaten  as;  aad  be  in  a  great  degree  -r^u- 
mad  bjF  the  4iapo«tioD  theae  Powers  imve  rniui- 
MladL  ia  their  aeta,  to  harass  aod  destroy  our 
eoBiawee,  vi^te  oar  rightst  and  narder  oar  iel- 
uw-dtiaeas. 

Much  has  been  said  on  this  floor,  partiealaily 
W  aguitlemaafrom  North Carolinaj  (Mr.  Stam- 
''(UiM  *ith  respect  to  the  daagv  of  a  siandieg 
•nay,  and  besieted  the  horror  the.people  felt  at 
the  beat  of  the  di am  ia  time  of  reeruuiag  soldier*, 
lad  I  suppose  they  mu»t  have  felt  the  same  hor^ 
nratiheeonod  pf  tht^fifi^  ae  it  generally  eocom- 
iwiw  the  dnMB  on  those  occasions.  I  regret  that 
HM^tleaMn  has-fepreeeoied  his  constitQenis  so 
Iwd  u  to  be  alanaed  even  at  the  sounds  that 
■■Hlly  aecompaay  war.  I  mu*i»  however,  be- 
have that  this  timidity,  thie  horror,  at  the  sound 
« <Bednio,are.caofinM  to  the  grave  aiatroos, 
Ike  feed  mothers,  aad  tenderhearted  aislers,  of 
tb«e  In  tbe  gealleDao's  distriet,  who  may  be 
■bent  to  risk  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  ooon- 
try*  aad  do  nocaffect  ib*  people  generally  in  that 
Wter.  I  eatcrtaia  a  mneh  more  AvoraUe  cfiin- 


H.  owB^ 


iou  of  their  patriotism  and  bravery.  But  such 
argoments  can  have  no  wek^ht  in  regard  to  tbe 
preMBi questioa;  whatever  pbusibility  they  migbt 
claim,  in  relation  to  a  standing  army  in  time  of 
peace,  they  are  entirely  misapplied  in  the  present 
lastanee.  ■  lo  lime  of  war,  or  when  threatened  by 
war,  a  military  ipirit,  a  martial  enthusiasm,  ought 
to  be  cherished  and  eicited  among  the  whole  peor 
pie  of  this  oaantry^  ia  time  of  peace  thie  is  lOr 
neeesaary.  There  M  Utile  or  no  analogy  between 
the  foEce  prap<»ed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  and  a 
standiog  army  jn  time  of  peace,  aueb  as  the  gen* 
tlemen  from  North  Carolina  seema  to  have  itad 
in  view,  and  which  is  so  terrific  to  ■hia  people. 
Almost  every  man  in  the  House  is  oppoeed  to  & 
la^e  standing  army  in  tint  of  ^leace.  such  as 
could  intimidate  the  civil  authority,  or  eodanger 
Uberly.  Obj^tions-tbat  are  valid  against  such 
ae  army,  do  not  apply  to  tbe  force  intended  to  be 
raised  by  the  bill,  which  is  a  umponry  force, 
raised  on  the  emergeney  of  the  preeeot  slate  of 
our  a&in,  and  to  ba  diabanded  wheneTer  that 
Boaergeney  eeaees.  - 

OentlemeB  have,  iadeed,  brought  to  view  ooi 
situation  in  1798,  when  they  say  an  army  inaa 
unnecessarily  raised;  aad,  also,  that  is  1805  and 
1806,  when  we  refined  to  raise  <me;  and  oa  theae 
two  poinM^  have  ipveted  that  there  is  no  more, 
nay,  some  have  gone  so  far  aa  to  say,  that  there  ia 
not  as  much  oooauon  for  this  force  now  as.  there 
waa  at  those  reactive  titles  for  raising  an  army. 
It  appears  that  the  principal  di^creoce  between 
us  arises  from  two  positions  which  have  been 
assumed  by  the  opponents  to  the  bill,  in  both  yf 
which  I  conceive  ihay  are  mistaken.  The  one  is, 
that  the-  force  to  be  raised  by  the  bill  is  a  sfand- 
ing  army  of  the  kind  hitherto  so  much  opposed ; 
and  the  other,  that  the  present  crisis  U  not  si^eh 
as  to  require  us  to  prepare  for  a  state  of  war. 
With  regard  to  tbe  first  posiuon,  notwithsunding 
what  bss  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
nefitieut,  (Mr.  DAH^>aad  his  acufe  koowledgp 
«f  the  gramoMtioal  inatttutea  aad  caaatmeUoa  of 
language,  I  must  deny  that  the  force  to  be  raised 
by  this  bill  isintaaded  aaaa addition  to  tbe  Pea«a 
EUtaUishaent,  or  that  the  bill  justifies  such  an 
tnierenee.  The  gentleman  admitted  the  wordA 
ef  the  bill  would  .not  enppoit  this  eoastrufiiioa, 
but  he  iaeietfd  ibai,  aeeording  to  tbe  spirit  of  the 
law,  it  muaihesoaod.  Tbe  bill  prppoeee  ip  raise 
aa  additional  military  force.  NoW;  said  the  cen- 
tlaman,  a  military  force  aod  the  Peace  Esuuwh* 
meat,  DM»t  be  the  sam^>  because  we  have  at  pres- 
ent oo  military  force  but  the  Peace  Ealablish- 
ment.  The  Peace  KsUblisbmeat  is  certainly  a 
Military  Estabiisfameat ;  bat  an  addition  made  to 
the  Peaee  Ealeblisbmeat  would  be  so  expressed, 
and  would  be  dl&rent  and  distinct  from  troopa 
raised  towards  a  War  KsUblisbment  as  theae  are. 
This  force,  if  raised,  will  be,  aa  staled  ia  the  bill, 
an  addition,  while  in  serving  to  the  present  Mili- 
tary Peace  Saiablifbmeal,  bat  will  not  furm  m 
part  of  it.  So  the  understanding  of  nine-ientha 
of  this  House  is,  that  this  >-a  specifie  force  to 
meet  a  orisis  which  nay  probablr  oconr  in  oojc 
imblic  afiains-^  atote  of  war  j  aad  it  ia  distivsUy 
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Vndentood,  that  tbey  are  to  be  disbaaded  vhen 
that  erisis  is  orer,  or  the  profaability  of  war  eea«es. 
Bat,  says  a  gentlemaQ,  it  may  contlnne  forever. 
I  do  not  think  it  oeeessary  to  enter  into  an  in- 
quiry  how  long  it-inay  be  requisite  to  keep  these 
troops  in  service;  it  is  a  sulficieot  answer  to  the 
gientlemaD  from  Connecticut,  that  this  establish- 
ment is  in  the  power  of  the  GorernmeDt  and  of 
thn  House ;  and,  so  soon  as  tlw  exinncy  ceases, 
it  cannot  be  supposed  that  this  branch  of  the  Gor- 
iernmeat  woold  be  disposed  to  continue  ibem  any 
longer  in  service.  So  long  as  continuing  this 
array  remains  exclusively  in  this  House,  there 
can  be  no  danger  of  its  being  retained  any  longer 
than  the  crisis  may  require.  This  House  has  the 
power  to  refuse  makiag  appwpriatioos  to  support 
inch  iirmy,  and  wheb  that  is  refbsed,  ft  mast -be 
disbhnded.  >Thn  is  snpposinp  an  extreme  cas^- 
that  Ae  other  House  ^11  not  affrea  with  yoa  to 
dlsconttmie  it  by  repealing  the  law,  which  cain 
hardly  be  expected  to  occur. 

With  regard,  therefore,  to  the  position  that  thu 
is  a  standing  army  in  the  sense  in  which  it  has 
been  stated,  it  is  not  supported  by  the  bill,  or  by 
any  fair  infereace  from  it,  and  the  moment  it  is 
examined  it  will  appear  unfounded,  and  the  pre- 
texts on  which  opposition  is  made  to  this  bill  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  and  others, 
will  thereupon  entirely  Tanish.  In  the  same  man- 
Der  the  argument,  that  it  will  affect  the  morals  of 
the  people  and  endanger  civil  liberty,  is  futile— 
for  the  moment  that  the  idea  of  its  being  a  stand- 
iixg  army,  soeh  as  is  to  ctmtinue  in  time  of  peaoe, 
eeasesj  th'at  moment  all  possible  foree  which  those 
argameata  conld  give  to  the  opfiOBittoii  also  ceases, 
anttf  leaves  this  without  being  afieeted  by  tbemi 
We  may,  therefore,  lay  them  entirely  oat  of  the 
qnestioD. 

'  The  tecond  position  taken,  viz :  that  the  pres- 
Ml  erisis  doM  not  require  preparation  for  a  state 
of  war,  may  require  somewhat  mere  particular 
notice;  We^  are  called  upon  to  review  the  scenes 
of  1798,  when  onr  vessels  were  captured,  and 
which  was  said  to  be  a  time  of  greater  daager 
than  the  present.  At  that  time  I  did  not  pay 
much  attention  to  politics,  but,  according  to  the 
best  informatioti  I  hare  been  enabled  to  obtain, 
our  situation  then  was  extremely  different  from 
what  it  is  now.  The  Government  of  Prance  was 
at  that  time  stmg^gUng'  for  existence  against  a 

Kwerfbl  coalition,  in  which  Were  united  the  great 
wers  on  the  eoniinent  as  well  as  Great  Bnoin. 
Her  Qoveramcnt  was  not  firmly  established,  and 
It  was  not  known  how  long  she  could  oppose  the 
powerful  torrent  of  that  eoalitioB.  For  this  rea- 
son it  was,  that  those  who  opposed  the  regular 
foree  at  that  time  said  there  was  no  occasion  for 
raising  an  army.  It  was  contended  that  France 
had  no  land  forces  to  spare,  nor  had  she  a  mari- 
time force  sufficient  to  transport  them  to  this  couo- 
trf ,  if  even  she  bad  them  to  spire  at  home.  It 
was,  therefore,  contended  that  war  was  not  to  be 
expected. 

I  understand  it  was  then  insisted  npoii  by  those 
who  opposed  the  raising  an  army,  that  the  CK>v. 
ernment  of  this  eoantry,  at  that  time,  appeared 


to  act  as  if  they  wished  tottemt  a  war  with  France, 
and  indeed  it  nas  been  so  stated  on  this  floor  dor- 
ing  the  present  session  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Macon;)  and  because  the 
then  minority,  (who  are  considered  as  haviag 
become  the  present  majority  in  a  political  sense.) 
considered  it  impolitic  and  unjust  to  aggravate 
or  provoke  a  war,  atid  that  the  country  was  not 
in  danger  of  either  invasion  or  attack  from  any 
quarter,  they  tBerefore  oppoted  the  nieiog  of  an 
army. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  these  were  their  rea- 
sons, and,  were  this  a  similar  crisis,  would  oppose 
the  bill  upon  your  table;  and:  in  doing  so,  should 
act  00  the  very  same  princi{rfes  as  those  on  which 
1  shall  now  act  in  voting  for  it.  With  reeard  to 
onr  situation  in  180S  and  1806,  !  can  speak  with 
somewhat  more  preoisioa,  being  here  at  that  time, 
and  having  a  maieh  belter  opportunity  of  being 
acqaainted  with  the  circumstances  of  oar  poUk 
affairs,  and  the  causes  that  led  to  the  then  dlAf^ 
ences  between  os  and  Spain. 

There  was  indeed  some  appearance  of  war  db 
onr  southwestern  frontier,  but  what  were  the 
causes  of  it?  Not  such  as  to  promise  any  seriooi 
conseque'Qces.  I  wlH  not  take  up  the  time  of  tbe 
Honse  in  detailing  the  differences  which  then 
took  place  between  some  Americans  and  oeriaia 
disorderly  persons  in  the  Spanish  territory;  they 
are  already  known  to  the  House,  aad  when  fairir 
examined,  they  will  clearly  prove  that  Spain  m 
no  intention  whatever  of  going  to  war  with  w 
at  that  time.  We  haTo  had  all  theevidoMcaa 
this  subject  beforeas,and  tiiereia  no  proof  of  uy 
serious  boatile  disposition  towards  as  on  die  part 
of  the  Spanish  Oovemment,  One  eircumstaace 
goes  far  to  prove  that  the  Spantdt  officers  M  aot 
intead  to  commit  any  act  of  hostility,  or  toviO' 
late  our  territory  ia  this  transaction,  which  is, 
that,  the  Spanish  troops  remained  on  their  own 
side  of  the  line  mitil  those  persons  (the  Eempers) 
■whom  they  had  procured  to  be  taken.  Were  ddiv- 
ered  to  them,  on  their  own  territory,  by  some 
American  citizens.  This  was  the  clearest  jHWf 
thst  they  were  determined  to  avoid  comiBitting 
any  act  of  hostility,  or  even  entering  on  the  Amer- 
ican territory;  and  thoagfa  they  may  have  used 
fraudulent  means  to  obtam  their  object,  it  is  clw 
that  they  had  no  authority  firom  their  Goven>- 
ment  to  disturb  the  peace  saheiatiaif  between  the 
two  nations.  With  regard  lo-the  diwote  rea^- 
lAg  our  boundary  west  of  the  Hiasissi«»i,  it  re- 
lated to  a  small  tract  of  eoantry  Oftlnbabited,  bor- 
dering on  the  Sabine  rirer,  and  extendiag  froia 
that  river  towards  NatcWtoches.  WhalevifW 
claims  were,  and  still  ai«,  and  htrwever  f<^^'^ 
they  may  be  to  territory  fa?  west  of  the  Sihia^ 
the  dispute  at  that  time  was  eonfioed  to  the  tmw 
tract  above  described.  The  Spanish  commano*'" 
informed  yon  that  they  were  ordered  to  maiataia 
the  most  iriendly  relation^  with  the  AmencM 
Government  and  people,  were  expressly  oroersfl 
not  to  act  on  the  offensive,  hut  only  on  the 
sive;  but  that  they  were  directed  and  thooghi  « 
their  duty  to  occupy  the  territory  in  qa««W", 
becaase  they  believed  it  beionged  (o  their  wr- 
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ernmeDt.  On  tbe  other  hand,  our  Gorernnient 
claimed  it  under  the  treatf  and  cbnre'Dtioi)  with 
France  for  LoaisitDa,  and  coDsidering  it  as  our 
property,  we  deemed  it  oar  doty  to  take  posses- 
lioB  of  it,  and  Dot  suffer  It  lo  b«  oecaped  by  a  for- 
eign Power.  The  dispute  w&s  tfaereibre  only  eo- 
enensire  with  that- small  tract  of  territory,  f  on 
wUeh  there  were  no  iobahitftnts,)  for  neither 
party  evinced  anjr  disposition' to  ezteod-  it.i  claim 
ibrcibly  at  that  time  beyond  its  limits.  Ii  was 
merely  a  dis{>ute  about  the  real  rljht  to  the  terri- 
torr  in  qoestion.  tu  which  eacb  pftrty  might  hon- 
Mtfy  consider  nis  claim  valid.  This  was  the 
groond  of  difference,  when,  at  the  same  time,  ne- 
fotiattODK  OD  this  8ubj,eet  were  pending  at'  the 
Conrt  of  Spai*.  It  was  at  that  time  also  gener- 
ally omterstood  that  France  was  fitrorabty  dis- 
posed towards  tbe  United  States  in  regard  to  (his 
oispnte.  There  were  no  apprehensions-  enter- 
taiaed  that  she  would  support  Spain  in  her  claim 
to  the  territory  ia  question ;  on  the  contrary,  there 
wu  reason  to  beliere  she  would  not.  Whaterer 
ai^ht  be  tbe  opiaicm  of  France  in  regard  to  our 
cfaumuthe  Flortdas  noder  onr  treaty  with  her, 
ibeie  was  no  reason  to  heUere,  from  the  doca- 
Keats  laid  before  us,  and  tbe  hest  information  that 
vu  possessed,  that  she  woQld  eouateoance  or 
■ipport  the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  territory  in 
enestioo,  on  the  Sabine,  claimed  by  tra  under  the 
Loniaiana  Treatv,  or  her  ctaim  to  any  part  of  the 
UMntry  west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  we  claimed 
by  virtne  of  that  treaty.  There  was  not  any  rea- 
soaabte  ground  to  expect  a  coalition  between 
PfiDeeaod  Spain  on  this  subject.  Spain  stood 
tlofletosapport  her  claim.  She  bad  only  a  hand- 
fnlof  troops,  not  exceeding  six  or  ei|;ht  hundred, 
wko  declared  their  ioteoiibn  to  act  on  the  defen- 
are  only,  and  who  in  fact  always  retreated' when 
oar  troops  adraneed  towards  them.  She  bad  no 
Mber  troops  within  an*  immense  distance  of  the 
pdcc^  and  could  not  reinforce  them  in  any  short 
time:  There  conld  not,  therefore,  be  much  dan- 
gn  to  be  apprehended  from  that  quarter.  These 
were  the  CHcamataDoes  bnder  which  k  was  pro- 
posed to  raise  an  Army  in  1805  and  1806.  I  was 
then  of  oiMnion,  aad  tbe  ereat  has  proved  tbe  cor- 
nctness  of  that  opinion,  thai  the  ciretHnstahces 
did  not  require  or  justify  aneh  a  meaaare.  Tbe 
situation  of  otn  country  at  those  periods  which 
hare  beea  spoken  of,  was  not'  therefore  such  as  it 
is  at  thti  lime.  Bat,  in  order  to  show  this  the 
more  clearly,  it  may  be  proper  to  inquire  what 
Mr  presmt  situation  is  in  regard  to  some  foretgo 
fmnn. 

Ob  this  subject,  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to 
My  Buefa  that  has  not  already  been  said,  and  I  do 
Tjotwish  lo  repeat  what  oibers  have  advanced, 
in  regard  to  Qreat  Britain,  it  itr  said  we  hire  no 
l^easoa  to  apprehend  any  attack  or  ioTaslon  from 
^T.  Is  it  neeeaaary  (br  me  to  state  that  she  has 
Men,  for  yeata,  committing  aggressions  on  yoar 
eomtneree,  and  impren»ln|r  your  seamen?  Has 
she  not  murdered  your  citizens  in  your  merchant 
vessels  ai  well  an  in  yoorahipaof  war?  And  has 
not  tbe  scene  of  aggressions  been  completed  by 
theauxampled,ODtrageotn  attack  on  the  Cheaa- 
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pea^4  ?  Have  there  not  been  n^otiations,  from 
time  to  tinK,  attempted  on  our  part,  ond  long 
pending  between  tbe  two  nations?  Has  not  the 
fate  extraordinary  mission  been  considered  more 
important  than  any  other— and  what  has  be«  the 
result  ?  A  total  ftilare,  air— a  total  denial  on  her 
pai't  of  reparation  ibr'  an  offence,  which  she  'oe* 
fcoowledged  the  had  committed.  Instead  of  mak- 
ing reparation,  it  would  seem  aeif  tfaeol^ct  of 
that  iMtion  was  to  mock  negotiation— to  send  a 
Minister  here,  onder  pretence  of  negotiation, 
whose  very  first  net  was  to  call  upon  you,  the  in- 
jured party,  to  make  a  concession  for  feeling  the 
injury  which  she  has  done  you,  and  for  express- 
ing those  feelings,'and  demanding  reparation  for 
the  same.  This  was,  in  substance,  the  reqotsiti&n, 
and  the  demand  itself  was,  in  fhct,  ndding  insnlt 
to  injury.  If  we  had  poblic  officers  who  would 
submit  to  such  demands,  and  degrade  tbe  naitionj 
by  making  such  conceesions  as  these^  they  wooM 
deserve  to  be  immediately  removed  from  office-* 
ther  would  be  taprobated  by  the  nation.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  nn^ratood,  by  saying  so,  as  having 
any  desire  to  go  to  vrat-— no,  I  do  not— bat  I  trust 
the  people  of  AoMea-  are  dneflnined  never  to 
surrender  or  barter  their  hoofir,  their  rigbts,  or  in^ 
dependence  for  a  sbamefol  peace ;  and  should  we 
ever  c6nc«de  one  point,  they  would  make  fluther 
demands,  and  no  one  can  say  when  or  where  they 
would  stop.  Let  me  ask  then,  where  is  there  a 
single  circumstance  which  ought  to  quiet  our  feel- 
iiYgs  and  calm  our  apprehensions?  There  is  none. 
Some  months  aco,  it  was  expressed  on  this  floor 
bv  certftio  gent^men,  rhat  we'were  either  actu- 
ally at  war,  or  that  we  acted  wrong  in  not  going 
to  war.  And  here,  I  cannot  help  remarking,  as  a 
singular  fact,  than  -the  same  gentlemen  now  tdl 
us,  that  there  is  bo  danger,  not  even  snfficientlf 
so  to  iudnee  as  to  make  any  preparations ;  who 
told  ns,  in  the  commencement  of  the  session,  that 
we  oi^t  to  have  gone  to  war  the  moment  the 
a&ir  of  the  Chesapeake  took'  phioei  that  we 
ought  to  hav6  aeizH  upon  Oanada,  and  made  a 
deaeent  upon  Jamaica.  They  were  In  favor  then 
of  ^ncK  decisive  steps -as  thne,  and  yet,  at  this 
time,  they  think  it  unnecessary  to  adopt  any 
measures  calculated  -to  resist  aggressions  and  put 
the  natitn  in  a  state  of  defience.  Sorely,  sir,  the 
failure  of  the  negotiation  is  a  strong  reason  to  in- 
doce  us  to  prepare  fbr  any  event  that  may;  happen. 
It  ia  the  strongest  proof  that  Qreat  Britain-  is  not 
favorably  disposed  toward  us. 

You  are  told,  however,  that  Oreat  Britaia  and 
Fmnce  ptess  each  ether  so  severely  and  vet  so 
equally,  at  the  same  time,  that  there  is  no  danger 
of  our  having  ocoftsion  to  go  to  war  with  either. 
What  evidence  have  we,  supposing  the  reasoning 
to  be  correct,  (which  ia  not  admitted,)  that  this 
equal  pressure  will  eontinne  for  a  day,  or  a  week, 
or  a  month;  most  not  one  Power  eventually 

Ererail,  and  the  other  give  way ;  and  will  it  not 
e  in  the  power  of  that  nation  which  prevails,  to 
strike  a  decisive  blow,  if  disposed  to  do  so,  which 
even  now  raajr  be  preparing  for  us  ?  Bet  if  these 
Powers,  at  this  moment,  do  press  each  other  so 
sevefcly  that  they  cannot  torn  their  attend  -t*- 
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ward  ttf,  I  bow  it  is  that  one  of  them  Iws  re- 
fuKd  to  do  you  that  justice  which  she  aums  to 
CMifeM  she  owes  you  7  I  wish  geDiIemea  to  aHead 
to  this  eirciimstance,  and  th«y  wilt  8«e  thai  this 
cooductisAO  evidence  of  a  frieikdly  dispositioQ 
toward  us,  but  directly  the  contrary.  If,  when  all 
tbe  continent  of  Europe  is  in  arms  against  ber, 
1^  refuses  to  make  reparatioD  for  an  aet  which 
she  acknowledges  hostile,  I  ask  what  have  you  to 
expect  when  this  pressure  upon  her  is  removed  7 
Have  you  anything  to  hope  from  her  jued<;e? 
And  if  it  is  not  her  interest  now  to  make  repara- 
tion, will  it  be  more  so  when  this  pressure  upon 
her  ceases  ?  And,  if  that  is  the  (mly  reason  why 
we  are  not  in  danger,  viz:  that  those  Powers 
press  equally  -upon  each  other,  this  would  seem  to 
tte  th«  ioevitaole  resitU:  if  they  are  prevented 
from  attacking  as,  because  they  are  opposed  to 
e^b  other,  that  moment  in  which  they  aoeom- 
modate  matters,  they  may,  and  probably  wUl} 
weak  tbeir  Tengeiiiice  on  us.  Let  us,  then,  piv* 
fue,  aa  well  agaiaai  the.oaa  ai.agaioit  the  other 
«f  those  Powers.  Here  it  may  be  proper  further 
to  Abenve,  that  Great  Britain,  not  satisfied  with 
.tbaae  extraordittary  aggressions  oi^,  your  vessels 
and  seamen,  has  gooe  on  by  her  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil to  interdict  your  conuneree  from  the  whole 
coBtineatof  Europe.  I  am  not  disposed  to  go 
into  a  particular  detail  of  the  effects  of  these 
meaanres.  They  are  known  to  alt.  It  is  suffi- 
oiest  to  state  they  are  clearly  understood  in  this 
coantry,  as  well  as  in  that  from  wbiob  they  ori* 
ginate,  to  itave  jhts  effect :  that  every  ship  belong- 
iDg  to  you  that  sails  the  ocean  is  either  made  lia- 
ble to  coDflscation  by  Great  Britaio,  or  subjected 
to  such  conditions  as^o  make  it  liable  to  certau 
eooGscatioD  by  her  enemies.  I  state  tbie,  without 
haarding  a  doubt  of  ita  eorrectaeas,  or  a  belief 
4hat  it  will  be  contradieted.  Not  a  Tesselcan. 
•ail  ijrom  yoar'portSf  but  is  liable  to  be  confiscated 
or  sahjeot  to  such  toodittons  as  will  expose  them 
■M  coDnscatio&  by  another  nation.  This  is  under- 
atood  hm  u  well  as  there-;  and  thoogh  we  do 
Bot  choose  to  go  to  war,  yet  it  proves  ber  disposir 
tiop  to  injure  and  cripple  us  as  fiu  as  it  is  in 
her  power. 

Genilemea  do  not  believe  ber  disposition  hoe- 
1^,  or  that  she  will  make  war,  because  she  pro- 
fessee  lo  be  friendly  to  us.  If  we  rely  upon  such 
pntfesfioiw,  we  may  be  lulled  into  security^  and 
remaiu  quiet,  until  it  is  her  good  pl»sure  to  re- 
move ber  restrictions  from  our  commerce,  or  until 
•be  aUftck  our  towns  and  march  her  armies  into 
outeoomiry ;  and  then  gentlcinen  will  eooMut  to 
eomacDoe  tb^  work  oi  preparation.  But,  when 
bw  armiea  at«  in  tha  bosom  of  your  country,  it 
viU  be  too  late  to  raise  your  force  to  resist  tbem— 
this  must  be  evident  to  every  man.  I  bo^^there- 
fiue,  we  ^all  not  adopt  such  short-sighted,  dan- 
gerous policy.  It  is  ao  insult  to  the  uaderstandiog 
of  aay  eouotry  to  be  lold  that  it  shall  net  prepare 
till  war  is  actually  commenced  against  iL  War 
threatens  and  we  should  make  preparations  to 
^priAe  agiaiost  it — not  to  raise  large  armiesr  and 
pour  our  whole  energy  into  the  field  "  whenever 
•  ■Pfck.of  war  appears  in  the  Jtoiisoa"— but  to 
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make  such  preparation  aa  will  meet  the  first  ii^ 
tacksj  resist  encroachments  and  aostain  the  con- 
test until  the  energies  of  the  nation  couldbeealled 
into  actual  service.  But  let  us  inquire,  what  it 
our  6ituatioB.in  regard  to  li'iance?  I  wish  notto 
be  nrnuoderstood;  I  declare  that  I  have  as  otha 
enmity  to  Great  Britain  than  what  results  froai 
her  acts  of  hostility  towards  us ;  and,  perhaps  I 
might  «af,  that  I  have,  with  others,  very  Biroog 
reasons  to  feel  the  contrary.  •  I  am  disposed  to  pre- 
pare 10  meet  any  attack  from  whatever  quarter  it 
may  come.  But,  let  us  inquire  what  is  our  sita- 
aiion  in  regard  to  France  1  It  is  true,  Fraoce  h.u 
not  impressed  our  sesmeQ ;  she  has  not  harassed 
our  commerce,  until  very  lately,  as  much  as Qtttt 
Britain,  nor  has  she  murSered  your  citizens,  nor 
attacked  your  ships  of  war,  but  she  has  joioed 
Great  Britain  in  her  commercial  restrictuMU,  and 
in  her  iaterdictiona  of , your  trade.  Her  UommI* 
log  decrees  operate  on  our  ewa'merce  in  the  mnt 
injurious  qafuiaer,  and  eoatribute  very  mnelt  to 
cut  ofi'our  trade  from  Europe.  -They  subject  i« 
confiscation  every  ship  that  is  bound  to  a  BritiA 
port,  that  has  British  goods  on  board,  or  ibatsab- 
mits  to  «xamiBatioa  by  a  British  ship  of  wai^ 
this  is  certainly  no  erideoce  of  friendly  disposi- 
tion on  her  part — no  proof  that  we  have  Doibiii| 
to  fear  from  her,  if  it  was  her  interest  to  stuck 
us.  We  know  that  both  those  nations  are  dispos- 
ed lo  briofi:  us  into  the  contest.  We  know  k 
now  offioially;  we  knew  it  from  newspapers  loo; 
since  i  and  I  cannot  believe  it  proper  that  we 
should  lull  ourselves  into  security  with  respectio 
France,  any  more  than  io  respect  to  GreitBrti- 
ain.  You  are  told,  that  France  atwl  Spain  were 
idenufied  ia  180d->6;  if  they  were  so  then,  they 
are  much  more  so  now,  when  8|MtiD  is  indsMbot 
the  vassal  of  Fntnce;  and  there  is  much  more 
probability  of  her.bemg  supported  by  ber  io  UT 
attack  she  might  maka-  upon  our  country.  Oa 
that  ground,  theo,  we  ace  not  safe,  and  shoald  iK^ 
repose  in  security  with  regard  to  either.  I  bms 
BOt,  vn  this  occasion,  brio^  to  the  minds  of  this 
House,  the  consequences  whbh  have  resolud 
from  such  security  as  that  in  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  rest.  I  need  not  bring  to  your  rtcoUe^ 
tion  the  case  of  Copenhagei^  so  often  noticed  w 
this  fluor.  From  the  beat  mformatioa  obtaioM 
on  this  subject,  from  the  stalemenu  made  la  toe 
British  Parliament,  it  is  manifest  that  the  Danish 
■Government  apprehended  no  danger,  that  ihcf 
were  lulled  into  a  sUle  of  security,  that  tbeir  troops 
were  on  the  eoBtiaent^  in  Holatein,  mainuioiaf 
inviolate  their  netttrality;  that  tbey  badgine 
DO  just  gronod  of  offence  to  Great  Britaio,  ud 
were  reposing  in  ««ci)rity  ou  the  good  nnderstaad- 
ing  that  app^ired  to  auMist  between  the  two  b>^ 
lions,  when  she  was  suddenly  attacked  by  n  Bta- 
ish  fleet  and  army,  and  spoiled  of  her  ricbtcl 
treasure.  The  so  much  famed  British  ti'>% 
stretched  forth  his  merciless  paw,  fastened  ■!> 
fangs  upon  ber  capital,  murdered  her  people,  and 
robbed  her  of  her  navy,  the  most  valuable  foia^ 
Mon,  on  which  was  placed  her  chief  reliance  m 
defence.  This  givat  national  robbery.  tD*j,  oj 
seme,  be  cooaidered  eccusabl^  which,  u  eoauatt' 
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ted  in  private  life,  would  be  a  crimiDal  offence, 
liable  to  capital  paDishmeat.  But  if  Deamark, 
wben  ioDOceot,  was  treated  in  this  maoDer,  what 
mfficieot  reason  have  we  lo  rest  assured  that  a 
siintlar  line  of  conduct  is  not  meditated,  and  will 
Bot  be  adopted  withre^rd  tons?  What  evidence 
bftve  we  that  we  are  safe  from  the  effects  of  the 
OTergrown  power  and  ambition  of  either  Great 
Britain  or  FrSDce  ?  For  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  France  would  not  panae  tbe  same  line  of 
eoodtwi,  if  it  WM  ber  iotmat  ao  to  do.  When 
threatened  with  danger  from  each  of  thoaePow- 
eia,  oagfat  we  not  to  prepare  to  meet  a  treatment 
amiiar  to  that  other  nations  hare  experienced  ?  I 
presume  no  ooe  will  deny  that  we  ought;  end  tbe 
only  diffiNeuce  of  opinion  must  be  as  to  the  means 
to  beemployed.  I  cannot  see  the  force  of  the  ar- 
^ments  urged  against  tbe  bill — to  rae  they  are 
incomprebeaBible — and  gentlemen  seem  to  speak 
as  if  they  viewed  the  present  state  of  our  public 
aibirs  through  tbemeaium  of  jaundiced  eyes,and 
not  through  clear  optics. 

There  IS  another  oircumstaQce  which  deserves 
notice — the  disposition  which  the  British  Qovero- 
aent  has  manifested  in  ber  colonies  bordering  on 
onr  territory  towards  the  Northeast.  Hare  not 
ber  officers,  from  tfa«  best  information  which  we 
pasaeas,  incited  tbe  savages  on  those  frontiers  to 
make  war  on  our  citizens  1  and  has  she  not  forti- 
fled  ber  towns,  and  tbrown  a  eoaaiderabte  number 
of  troops  into  that  quarter?  For  what  purpose 
are  those  measures  adopted  t  Are  they  not  proof 
of  her  dif  position  toaetoffeosifely?  We  are  told, 
indeed,  that  she  does  ell  this  for  her  own  defence, 
and  that  it  is  evidence  of  her  pacific  disposition, 
as  she  is  apprehentiive  of  an  attack  from  you.  In 
mf  mind,  It  wears  a  very  different  appearance — I 
emsider  tt  as  a  proof  of  ber  hostility  to  this 
eovntry,  and  sncn  as  ought  to  induce  us  to 
put  tbe  nation  in  a  state  of  defence.  She  may 
not,  indeed,  intend  to  attack  oa  br  a  force-  from 
Canada,  but  to  prepare  for  an  attack  by  us  on  Can- 
ada, in  coBsequeDce  of  an  assault  by  ber  on  some 
qoaiter  of  oar  territory.  She  may  mean  to  make 
•a  atiadt  on  New  xwk  or  New  Orleans,  and 
majr  thm  prepare  herself  to  r^l  ntaUation  on 
oarpart. 

Yoar  attention  is  called  to  onr  flntnoes,  and 
Toa  are  told  tbattheexpenaeou^t  to  prevent  you 
frona  ranting  these  troops.  It  is  true,  tbat4he  pre- 
sent state  of  onr  commerce  will  aSect  the  rereoue, 
but  sorely  that  is  noargnment  in  the  present  case, 
for  if  the  measnre  be  neeessarr,  the  expense  ought 
not  to  prevent  its  adoption.  Will  gentlemen  tell 
yon  that  they  are  willing  to  risk  the  lives,  the 
property,  and  the  liberty  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
rather  than  incur  soch  expense  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  preserve  them.  I  presume  they  will  not. 
The  expense  can  be  no  objection,  if  the  measure 
be  necessary,  if  it  be  not  necessary,  it  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  even  suppose  it  coat  you 
mothiag. 

Toa  are  also  told,  1^  some  geDtlemen,  that  the 
•mbarigo  will  effect  all  your  jiarposes ;  that  you 
hmw9  nothiiw  to  do  bni  to  continue  that  measure, 
aad  yoa  wilt  briag  those  natioDs  to  terms,  i  am 
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extf^ely  happy  that  genilemen,  who  formerly 
thought  otherwise,  have  now  come  ioto  opinions 
whicha^reat  majority  of  this  House  entertained, 
in  substance,  and  expressed  when  the  measure  of 
the  embargo  was  discussed  in  this  House ;  they 
certainly  are  at  liberty  to  change  misconceived 
opinions,  and  are  correct  in  so  doing.  I  have  my- 
self considerable  reliance  on  the  embargo,  and 
believe  it  has  had,  and  will  hare,  a  ^ood  effect ; 
bot  I  would  not  rely  on  it  alone.  It  is  not  a  mea- 
sure to  protect  ns  in  ease  of  war ;  it  is  not  a  mea- 
sure to  keepoff  an  inrading  foe.  And  if,  in  fto^ 
there  be  danger  of  war,  we  cannot  rely  on  the 
embai^e  to  repel  it.  It  was  intended  to  preserve 
our  resources,  and  prepare  us  for  war,  and  it  is 
calculated  to  hare  that  effect. 

But  another  objection  is  made  to  this  bill,  which 
seems  to  be  a  kind  of  forlorn  hope ;  that  it  is  a 
half-way  measure,  neither  calculated  for  war  nor 
peace.  One  gentleman  tells  you,  he  would  rote 
for  troops  to  lake  Canada,  and  drive  tbe  Bnglish 
out  of  the  continent,  and  ret  that  be  will  not  vote 
for  this  bill.  I  cannot  unoerstand  tbe  correctness 
of  this  doctrine.  If  the  crisis  be  snch  as  to  justify 
us  in  raising  such  a  force  as  would  be  competent 
to  make  war,  and  coni^oer  and  taktf  possession  of 
Canada,  it  certainly  is  sufficient  to  justify  the 
raising  a  few  troops  to  defend  our  connlry  in  the 
first  instance ;  ana,  if  it  ahonld  be  necessary,  to 
assist  in  carrying  into  elfect  that  great  deatgD. 

Mr.  Stahfobd  said,  that  he  had  said  If  gentle- 
men in  the  majority  would  come  forward  and  say 
that  the  invasion  of  Canada  was  the  object,  be 
would  rote  for  that  Dumber  of  men  which  expo- 
rieuced  gentlemen  should  say  was  proper,  if  it 
were  judged  proper  to  root  out  the  British  name 
from  tbe  continent,  he  would  rote  for  snch  a  force 
as  was  sufficient. 

Mr.  Campbell. — The  gentleman^s  meaning, 
then,  is.  that  if  gentlemen  declare  ihat  to  be  tbe 
o^ect,  DC  will  call  for  raising  a  sufficient  force  to 
efiectit;  of  course,  I  must  understand  him  as 
saying  that  this  is  such  a  crisis  as  would  in- 
duce him  -to  gire  his  rote  f6r  a  force  soffieient 
to  coiM|ner  Canada,  if  other  gentlemen  thought  it 
expedient  j  that  is,  this  is  snch  a  crisis  as  wotild 
induce  him  to  fpn  his  rote  lo  drive  the  enbjceii 
of  Great  Britain  oat  of  thia  continent  anddeatror 
her  power  theEein;  and  yet,  It  woald  not  jastiff 
the  raising  six  thonshod  men  to  meet  any  emer- 
gency that  may  happen.  I  cannot  comj>reheDd 
thissort  of  reasoning.  It  is  saying  that  you  mutt 
remain  in  perfect  tranqaillity,aDd  submit  toerery 
insalt  and  injury,  or  yon  must  make  in  the 
firHt  instance,  before  you  prepare  for  it.  But,  air, 
war  or  peace  does  not  depend  upon  us.  We  do 
not  wish  to  go  to  war,  if  we  could  preserre mace; 
this,  howerer,  may  not  be  io  our  power.  But  it 
is  our  dnty  to  prepare  to  defend  onrselrea  from 
impending  danger,  from  which  we  ought  not  to 
shrink.  But  this  has  been  rererberated  in  your 
ears  as  a  half-way  measure  {  and  you  are  asked 
what  this  force  can  effect.  It  might  aa  wril  be 
asked,  what  sixty  thousand  men  ean  do,  as  to  ask 
what  six  iboasand  are  good  for.  It  is  only  puah- 
ing  the  argomeoi  a  littM  further,  in  order  toshow 
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its  absDrditjr.  One  thousaDd  men  erea,  at  Mew 
York,  would  be  of  coDnderable  adraDtase  to  as- 
sist the  people  a^iost  an  allack  therf.  Regular 
troops,  well  tratoed,  give  spirit  lo  the  muitia. 
Why,  ibeD,  ask  the  use  of  six  thousaod  men  ? 
They  will  be  of  proportionate  use  with  a  body  of 
a  hundred  tboosaDd.  With  respect  to  this  half- 
way measure.  I  believe  it  is  the  first  time  it  was 
ever  argued  tbat  we  must  not  raise  a  force,  except 
it  be  sufficient  for  cooquesL  It  has  been  consid- 
ered proper,  when  you  raise  a  force,  to  make  the 
number  proportionate  to  the  emergency  of  the 
times.  But,  that  we  should  calculate  the  precise 
number  tbat  ouf  eTcntaally  ba  required  ia  im- 
possible. 

I  am  sorry  to  detain  the  House  ao  long,  bat  will 
make  one  or  two  remarks  on  what  fcirfrom  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana.) 

I  am  not  much  acquainteo  with  commercial 
tmnsactiona,  or  the  hardships  experienced  by  our 
aeamen,  bnt,taaUy,  there  can  be  no  great  difficulty 
in  answering  the  question  asked  by  the  gentleman, 
what  injury  the  impresament  of  bet  own  seamen 
by  Qreat  Britain  from  our  vessels  can  do  our  own 
aeamen  t  It  has  exposed  and  still  does  expose 
our  seamen  to  impressment  by  her ;  they  have 
been  impressed  from  our  ships,  and  forced  to  serve 
in  Britisii  vessels,  and  treated  in  a  manner  which 
need  not  be  repeated  here.  The  gentleman  meant, 
no  doubt,  that  this  principle  of  impressing  her  own 
seamen  would  not  do  injury  to  ours  if  it  were  not 
abused;  but  it  has  been  abused,  and  will  still  be 
■based  in  practice;  and  when  the  expediency  of 
permitting  the  principles  tole  acted  upcm  is  in- 
quired in^  the  resnit  must  depend  on  the  ^et 
of  the  practice.  Almse  is  the  necessary  conse- 
ftanee  of  the  practice,  and  there  are  more  Amer- 
ican aeamen  taken  out  of  our  ships  under  it,  than 
there  are  British  Mibgecta;  as  the  principle  is, 
therefore,  radically  wrong,  and  also  highly  in- 
jurious in  its  practice,  it  ought  not  lo  be  submit- 
ted to. 

The  samegeotleman,  tn  showingihat  the  Brit- 
ish were  so  much  engaged  in  other  parts  of  the 
world  that  they  could  not  atuck  us,  told  us  that 
they  held  in  subjection  forty  million  of  souls  in 
Asia.  This  I  believe  to  be  correct ;  and  it  is  the 
strongest  proof  on  earth  of  their  tyrannical  dis- 
postiion,  and  the  determination^  on  their  part,  if 
10  their  power,  to  add  the  American  people  to 
those  millifms.  If,  then,  these  Powers  have  no 
|iHneiple  bai  thai  which  cesnlta  from  power  and 
interest,  what  eonfidence  can  the  American  peo- 
nle  have  either  in  British  humanity  or  French 
rriendahip?  I  presume  rery,  very  little. 

I  need  not  state  lo  this  House  that  the  six  tbon- 
sand  men  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill,  are 
not  the  only  force,  nor,  indeed,  the  chief  force  we 
rely  upon  for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  We 
have  authorized  the  erection  of  fortifications  and 
the  building  of  ganboau.  These  are  intended 
for  the  protection  of  your  towns  and  seacoasts; 
and  it  would  seem  equally  important  that  a  suffi- 
cient force  should  be  provided  for  the  defence  of 
our  extensive  and  exposed  frontiers.  If  the  coun- 
try waa  not  in  daofer,  why  erect  foftificationa 
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and  baild  guoboais  t  If  it  was  and  still  is  in  daa 

?',eT,  why  refuse  to  raise  this  force  to  aid  in  de- 
ending  it  a^nst  such  danger?  We,  who  are 
more  immediately  interested  in  the  security  of  the 
Western  country,  joined  you  in  those  measure* 
calculated  to  protect  your  seacoast,  because  we 
considered  it  our  duty  to  promote  the  geoeral 
welfare  of  the  nation ;  and  we  trust  that  you  will 
join  us  in  raising  this  force,  which  may  be  highly 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  our  frontiers.  Every 
part  of  the  Union  ought  to  be  protected ;  and  ex- 
perience has  sufficiently  shown,  that  we  ought 
not  to  place  too  much  reliance  on  the  justice  or 
forbearance  of  those  Powers,  when  their  laterett 
comes  in  question.  In  addition  to  those  measurei, 
the  President  is  authorixed  to  call  out  one  boa- 
dred  tfaoosand  militia,  should  the  exigency  require 
it  Should  the  bill  on  your  table  pass,  we  shall 
then  hare,  including  the  present  Peaiie  Establish- 
ment, a  regular  force  of  about  ten  thousand  meo, 
which,  tt^ether  with  the  one  hundred  thousand 
militia,  would  be  sufficient  to  repel  any  foe  that 
dare  attack  us.  I  would,  however,  be  willing 
myself  to  go  still  further,  and  organize  an  addi- 
tional body  of  volunteer  militia,  of  twenty  « 
twenty-four  thousand  men,  as  proposed  by  aUes- 
ssge  to  this  House.  This  would,  in  my  view, 
provide,  in  a  very  great  degree,  for  the  natioosl 
security.  It  would  furnish,  in  ca&e  of  danger,  a 
disposable  force  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  men,  which  would  be  sufficient  to  meet 
any  emergency  we  have  a  right  to  calculate  opoa. 
These,  I  presume,  ought  not  to  be  called  h>lf-way 
measares. 

Gentlemen  insist  that  these  six  thotnand  men 
are  not  adequate  for  defence  in  ease  of  war.  If 
they  were  alone  relied  upon,  this  might  be  tme; 
but  that  is  not  a  fair  way  to  judge  of  their  effi* 
eieney  or  usefulness.  It  might  as  well  be  said 
that  one  ffunboat  is  not  sufficient  to  defend  yoor 
coast,  and,  therefore,  you  ought  not  to  build  it,  or, 
iodeM,  that  one  hundred  are  not  sufficient,  and 
then  you  ought  to  build  none,  unless  yoa  c«n 
build  as  many  at  once  as  will  defend  you  against 
the  whole  world ;  or,  tbat  a  single  rortificatioa 
will  not  defend  all  your  harbors,  and,  therefor^ 
though  it  would  defend  one  important  point,  it 
must  not  be  erected.  Such  logic  as  this,  I  doaot 
pretend  to  understand ;  such  reasoning  will  aM 
go  down  with  the  American  people,  their  gm 
sense  wilt  detect  its  fallacsr  anodiscoTeritoma^ 
ness.  This  force,  taken  in  eonnezion  with  m 
other  forces  and  means  of  defence  provided  if 
law,  will,  we  trust,  be  found  competent  to  answer 
all  our  present  purposes,  and,  in  case  of  hostilitr, 
will  be  the  commencement  of  a  War  £>iabush> 
ment ;  but,  in  caae  of  peace,  will  be  immediately 
disbanded. 

I  sincerely  wish  tbat  these  troops  may  not  k 
called  into  actual  service.  I  hope  there  may  m 
no  occasion  for  them.  Should  this  be  the  cue,  I 
shall  rejoice  at  the  event ;  but  I  shall  still  thiakl 
have  discbar^  an  important  duty  to  my  conn* 
try,io  providing  the  means  of  defence  against  IM 
apparent  impending  danger? ;  and  I  shaireonttdet 
that  daty  as  bonesuy  and  faithfully  perforffied,as 
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if  tbu  force  ihoold  actuallf  have  repelled  an  ia- 
niiog  foe. 

The  House  adjouraed  without  taking  a  ques- 
tion. 


Tbdbsdat,  April  7. 
Mr.  FiHDLBT,  from  the  committee  appoioted 
to  confer  with  the  committee  of  the  Senate  on 
ibe  fobjeet  of  adjournmeDt,  made  a  report,  cou- 
olodiDg  with  a  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  S5th 
iutant,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

ADDITIONAL  AHMT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
biUtent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
laisiDg  an  additional  military  force,"  together 
with  the  amendmenls  asreed  thereto,  whicn  was 
depending  yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  RiNooLPH  moved  to  recommit  the  bill. 

The  SpBAKEB  bavitiff  stated  the  question — 

Mr.RANDoi.FB  said  he  thought  it  perfectly  fair 
tad  in  order  to  give,  as  a  reason  for  the  recommit- 
BUDtof  the  bill,  those  objections  to  it  which  went 
to  show  that  it  was  incapable  of  answering  the 
purposes  which  gentlemen  had  told  them  it  was 
utended  to  meet ;  and  he  also  thought,  that  on  this 
qnestion,  he  should  be  correct  in  replying  to  those 
•qfUiBeDts  which  went  to  show  that  it  was  calcu- 
lated to  answer  those  purposes.  The  arguments 
of  those  who  bad  opposed  the  bill  had  been  grossly 
(God  forbid  that  he  Mould  8a>  wilfully!)  perverted 
and  misstated.  His  object  was  really  to  recommit 
the  bill,  because,  ia  its  preseot  shape,  it  was  but 
an  increase  of  the  present  Peace  Esiablishraent. 
In  showing  this,  be  should  consider  himself  per- 
fectly at  liberty  to  explain  the  arguments  hitherto 
against  it,  and  to  reinstate  them  in  the  po- 
sition in  which  they  ought  rightfully  to  stand. 

A  gentleman,  (Mr.  Tallhadoe — I  believe  one 
of  the  first  who  took  part  io  the  debate  yesterday,) 
ttid  Mr.  R.,told  vs,  that  if  we  require  the  service 
of  men,  we  mast  calculate  on  paying  the  price  of 
that  aenriee}  that  if  we  wish  men  to  fight  for  m 
and  protect  as  while  we  are  staying  at  home  in 
peace  and  safety,  we  must  make  our  account  wiUi 
coni(>eiisattng  that  service.  Undoubtedly  we  must. 
Bat,  it  is  the  paying  a  part  of  the  community  at 
the  expense  of  the  remamder ;  it  is  the  making  the 
Military  a  distinct  profession  i  placing  ourselves 
in  the  .tituatioD  of  the  sheep,  and  them  in  that  of 
the doga^  who,  while  they  protect  us  from  the  wolf, 
nay  at  any  time  worry  or  devour  us  at  pleasure. 
It  is  this  very  thing  which  constitutes  in  our  minds 
*  principal  objection  to  the  bill.  It  is  not  the 
encooragement  of  the  military  spirit  to  which  we 
object,  but  the  fostering  it  in  a  small  portion  of  the 
commaoity,  to  the  destruction  of  it  in  the  mass  of 
the  eoamunity.  It  is  that  to  which  we  object. 
If,  indeed,  (as  I  am  not  at  present  disposed  to  ques- 
tUNi,)wcBre  in  want  of  artillerists  and  engineers; 
u  «e  want  men  of  science  and  skill  in  tut  most 
diffieultaad  all-importetrt  branch  of  the  military 
•rt,  let  as  raise  artillerists  and  engineers,  and  em- 
ploj  profeaaors  to  teach  them  the  profession.  But, 
It  ia  Dot  bf  reeraiting  a  few  infantrr  ot  raising  a 
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few  dragoons  that  this  most  important  deficit  in 
our  military  knowledge  can  be  supplied.  If  the 
arguments  of  the  gentleman  be  correct,  all  the 
troops  proposed  to  be  raised  sliould  be  artillerists 
and  engineers,  and  persons  ought  immediately  to 
be  employed  to  instruct  them.  The  ar^ments, 
as  far  as  they  bare  any  weight,  go  to  this  point; 
and  if  not  to  this  point,  to  none  at  alL  I  declare 
upon  mine  honor  that  I  deprecate  this  bill  from 
motives,  some  of  which  perhaps  gentlemen  are  not 
aware  of.  If  I  wuhed  to  destroy  the  Administra- 
tion of  this  country — if  I  wished  it  to  be  blown 
up  from  its  very  foundatioOj  root  and  branch— I 
should  realty  consider  this  bill  as  one  of  the  most 
effectual  engines  for  producing  that  result — one 
of  the  most  auspicious  events  that  could  have  oc- 
curred— both  on  account  of  the  expense  and  the 
principle  involved  in  the  bill;  from  which  I  fore* 
see,  that  by  an  eternal  and  perpetual  recurrence 
to  a  standing  military  force  in  every  emergency, 
the  militia  will  be  laid  aside,  an^either  arme^ 
organized,  nor  disciplined. 

But,  we  are  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  have 
a  pre-existing  regular  force  for  disciplining  and 
training  the  militia.  Is  it  possible,  sir,  that  gen- 
tlemen are  serious  in  urging  an  argument  like  this 
in  favor  of  the  bill  t  Who  are  the  r^lar  troops 
to  be  raiaed  7  Where  have  they  learned  the  act 
of  war  ?  In  what  camps  have  they  been  bred  7  In 
what  actiona^in  the  face  of  what  enemy — have 
they  been  engaged  ?  Or  what  can  they;  teach  the 
militia,  which  they  wish  to  learn,  or  which  can  be 
of  any  real  use  to  toem  in  time  of  danger?  When 
they  and  the  militia  go  together  into  action,  in 
point  of  courage,  practice  in  the  art  of  war,  and 
familiarity  witn  danger  and  with  blood,  they  will 
stand  on  the  same  footing  with  the  militia.  In 
what  constitutes  the  real  soldier,  they  differ  noth- 
ing from  the  militia.  The  sole  difference  is,  that 
while  the  militia  are  at  home,  working  bard  to  pay 
them,  the  regulars  will  have  lived  io  eam{w  and 
huts  at  the  expense  of  meritorioas  industry— at 
the  expense  of  the  honest  labor  of  the  land ;  and 
I  will  venture  to  any  that  the  habits  which  in  sueh 
a  life  they  will  have  contracted,  will  render  them 
inferior  to  the  honest  laborers  of  the  country, 
^or,  in  all  other  respects,  they  are  precisdy  on  the 
same  level. 

But,  it  is  said  that  British  footsteps — unhallowed 
footsteps — have  trod  upon  our  decks,  and,  when 
their  trace  is  found  upon  them,  that  France  con- 
fiscates your  property.  And  do  you  raise  two 
brigades  of  nondescript  troops  to  prevent  the  Brit- 
ish from  treading  on  your  decks,  or  the  French 
from  finding  their  traces  afterwards?  How  is  this 
to  cure  the  evil?  What  relation  is  there  between 
the  evil  complained  of  and  the  remedy  provided? 
None,  that  the  most  intuitive  mind  can  discover. 
When  a  part  of  the  southeastern  angle  of  Qreat 
Britain  (the  Goodwin  Sands)  was  overwhelmed 
by  the  sea,  an  old  inhabitant  was  asked  the  rea- 
son ;  and  he  was  of  opinion  that  it  was  caused  bjr 
the  steeple  of  the  neighboring  village  church ;  be- 
cause, before  the  ereeiion  of  that  steeple,  the  land 
in  question  was  aera  overflowed.  There  is  aa 
macb  reason  in  niaing  theae  tcoopa  to  ec«M  ih» 
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Ibotstepsofaa  enAiny  from  our  decks  as  there  would 
hare  been  in  destroying  that  steeple,  in  Kent,  to 
prevent  the  water  from  orerflowing  the  country — 
more  especially  as  these  decks  are  now  laid  up  in 
wet  dock.  But,  one  thing  at  least  we  must  allow 
ID  justice  to  this  army,  whatever  other  ezceptions 
may  be  taken  to  it :  it  is  just  as  well  calcufated  lo 
meet  the  French  army  as  the  British  navy,  and  as 
well  calculated  to  meet  the  British  navy  as  the 
French  army.  It  is  equally  well  adapted  to  the 
British  as  to  the  French  crisis,  because  it  is  adapted 
to  neither. 

But,  we  are  (old  that  gnrrison  duty  in  time  of 
peace  is  vexatious  and  oppressive  to  the  militia. 
No  doubt  of  it,  sir.  I  believe  they  ought  not  to  be 
called  upon  to  perform  it.  It  is  not  perfectly  clear 
to  me  that  there  should  be  any  such  duty,  hnt  I  am 
decidedly  o^  opinion  that  the  militia  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  perform  it.  But,  what  can  be  more 
idle  than  to  (veiend  to  fortify  and  garrison  with  a 
few  thousand  Tlvops  the  whole  extent  of  this  vast 
country?  It  is  shid  also  that  the  militia  of  the 
Western  country  (some  of  tlie  best  in  the  United 
States,  or  in  the  world)  are  at  eo  remote  a  distaiKe 
that  they  would  be  half  dead  with  fatigue  after 
travelling  across  the  wilderness,  and  incompetent 
to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  or  unable  to  attack 
it,  if  already  taken.  This  argument  (their  remote- 
jess  from  the  scene  of  danger)  was  urged,  with- 
out eSect,  when  it  was  proposed  to  raise  troops  in 
18n5-*6,  whenan  attack  might  rationally  have  heen 
expected  in  that  quarter;  out  now  that  no  attack 
is  expected  it  is  allowed  great  weight. 

But,  after  all,  if  we  do  attempt  to  defend  these 
important  points  with  this  force,  let  gentlemen 
come  home  to  themseWes  and  ask.  What  will  be 
the  consequence  if  it  should  fail?  For,  be  it  re- 
membered, that  if  this  force  be  raised,  it  is  avow- 
edly for  the  defence  of  important  positions  on  the 
seaboard  and  Western  frontier.  Every  man,  I 
should  suppose,  would  be  of  opinion  that  the  force 
is  incompetent  to  defence.  But,  let  it  be  raised 
on  the  ground  that  the  Executive  asks  It,  and 
pledges  his  responsibility  to  defend  the  country 
with  it,  what  will  be  the  consequence  if  it  fail-s? 
And  can  any  man  believe,  that,  separated  at  so 
great  a  distance  from  New  Orleans  as  the  ports  of 
France  and  Spain  (for  they  areoneau'l  the  same) 
aod  of  Great  Britain  are,  that  either  Power  will 
make  an  attack  npon  that  point  with  a  force  which 
that  which  is  proposed  in  be  raised  would  be  capa- 
ble of  resisiiog?  It  caoDot  be  believed.  It  is  there- 
fore otlr  (rue  interest  not  lo  lull  onr  peo)  le  into 
fhbe  secarity— not  to  give  them  a  pledge  of  defence, 
Vhen  wc  know  that  that  defence  is  not  capable  of 
being  made  by  such  a  force  as  that  which  is  con- 
templated. Let  New  York  be  bombarded  or  laid 
mider  eontrtbatioo,  or  New  Orleans  taken  posses- 
sion of,  whether  by  a  maritime  or  land  force,  and  the 
persons  who  pass  this  bill  are  politically  defunct 
from  (hat  day.  They  can  never  survive  such  an 
event;  it  is  not  possible  that  they  should.  And 
if  Great  Britain  should  despatch  a  strong  squad- 
ron from  Halifax  or  Jamaica,  or  France  should 
order  the  Rochefort  ^(^n^idroa  to  pay  us  a  visit, 
nch  of  these  towns  might  be  destroyed,  if  eren 
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the  whole  six  thousand  men  were  there.and  mock 
more  easily  if  they  had  only  their  proportioa  of 
that  number. 

This  army,  this  increase  of  onr  regular  force, 
is  stated  to^be  a  necessary  evil ;  oay,more,  it  bu 
appeared  that  all  this  clamor  about  staodiog  ar- 
mies, is  mere  whim ;  that,  indeed,  this  is  not  a 
standing  army ;  that  to  call  it  so  is  not  to  gire  it 
its  appropriate  name.  There  is  not  much  DOrel- 
ty  or  ingenuity  in  this  position ;  its  whole  merit 
consists  in  the  boldness  of  the  assertion.  It  is 
precisely  (I  mean  no  offence  to  any  one)  the  old 
Federal  argument  J  in  those  times  it  was  said,  ai 
it  was  yesterday,  that  the  clamoring  about  a  slaai' 
ing  army  was  merely  for  the  purpose  of  oppoii- 
tion ;  we  opposed  the  standing  army,  and  carried 
our  point  with  the  people.  Here  is  an  army  ititl 
more  ob|ectionable,  if  possible;  for  this  is  Dcitbec 
raised  for  a  specific  pur|>ose,  nor  for  a  definite 
time  expressed  in  the  law  itself;  the  advocaietof 
the  bill  have  absolutely  taken  op  the  old  F«denl 
cry,  that  it  is  not  a  standing  army,  and  genilemen 
on  the  other  side  say  it  is  a  standing  army;  tnd 
yet,  with  {last  experience,  have  they  the  lemerin^ 
to  join  with  them  on  that  question?  In  1796, 
everything  went  on  merrily — no  dissentients,  ex- 
cept one  or  two  States,  the  Old  Dominion  and  her 
eldest  daughter,  and  tbe  first  of  these  divided  bf 
a  very  formidable  minority — and  what  was  tbe 
consequence  in  three  short  years  ?  A  complete 
revolution  of  the  political  wheel,  and,  as  long  as 
similar  causes  produce  similar  effects,  you  mnt 
calculate  upon  the  same  iaeae,  if  you  will  penist 
in  bringing  tbe  same  causes  into  action. 

Without  noticing,  as  I  intended  tohavedoo^ 
that  any  militia  or  even  regular  force  despatched 
for  the  relief  of  New  Orleans  must  be  trao^xmcd 
by  water,  and  of  coarse  not  exhausted  by  a  long 
march  as  gentlemen  contend — pprmii  roe  to  ob- 
serve that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
G.  W.  Campbell^  has  totally  mistaken,  becitM 
he  has  certainly  misstated  all  thearguments  which 
he  condescended  to  notice.  In  tbe  first  place,  ve 
are  charged  with  the  disposition  to  sit  here  with 
folded  arms  and  make  no  preparation.  And  then 
it  is  asked,  is  not  tbe  crisis  such  as  to  call  fot 
preparation  ?  We  say  it  is ;  but  we  differ  as  to 
thesort  of  preparation.  Some  gentlemen  thoafik' 
gunboats  a  proper  preparation  ;  I  did  not.  Some 
ihuoght  fortifications  good;  I  was  one  who  enter- 
tains strong  doubts  on  this  subject,  though  1 
agree  perfectly  that  they  are  better  than  gnnboilL 
In  both  these  points,  my  worthy  friend  fromNorth 
Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  thought  with  me.  Some 
gentlemra  think  an  army  is  requisite.  I 
not  give  fifty  thousand  stand  of  arms,  which  win 
not  cost  by  a  fourth  as  much  as  this  army,  for  six 
thousand  men,  as  an  actual  preparation  for  de- 
fence. I  would  not  exchange  fifty  thousand  stand 
of  arms,  for  six  or  even  twelve  thousan4.men,usD 
effective  defeoce. 

But  we  are  asked,  what  danger  can  a  great  con- 
tinent, with  a  population  of  five  or  six  millioos, 
apprehend  from  six  thousand  men?  Why, sir, 
SIX  thousand  men  added  to  four  thousand,  oar 
present  number,  make  ten  thotisand  men, and  every 
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))oif  moft  agree  ibat  it  is  a  rery  decent  begio- 
BiDg— a  rerjr  prettjr  Deet-eggof  a  regular  military 
Ibfce.  The  first  Moaarch  who  inveoted  this  en- 
giaa  u  modem  Europe,  and  reaorted  to  the  buai- 
aess  of  spttiog  aside  a  disiinct  cites  as  ib«  blood- 
koands  of  the  Throoe  to  keep  the  rest  of  bis  sub- 
jects ID  awe,  althoagb  roaster  of  a  kingdom  far 
more  populous  than  the  United  States,  had  doi 
anything  Uke  iach  a  eapiul  to  go  upon ;  aud  ibat 
little  capital  has  ended  ia  a  staoding  military  force 
ofsixbuodred  thoosaod  men,  the  scouigeof  Europe 
and  tbeirowD  rountry.  Aud  it  must  end  so  here. 
What  are  we?  who  are  we?  Certainlv,  flesh 
aod  blood.  Will  not  the  same  causes  produce  the 
came  effects  among  as  as  among  other  nations  ? 
b  it  necessary  to  recall  to  mi»l  the  guards  of 
Pisisirstus?  Ao  army  acta  upon  society  by  its 
isflDeDce  as  well  as  by  its  physical  force ;  and, 
while  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  permit  me  to 
«y  tfaat  ic  wiil  act  npoo  this  House  in  that  shape. 
A  gentleman  (Mr.  Tlllhadok)  hu  expressed  his 
coafidefice  that  the  President  of  the  United  Statea, 
u  bis  selection  of  officers,  will  choose  the  most 
proper  persons.  I  hope  he  may ;  I  hope  they  will 
Bot  be  taken  out  of  this  or  the  other  House.  Hea- 
ven forbid  that  I  should  suspect  ihat  they  would 
be  taken  from  either  braDob  of  the  Legislature  ( 
But,  uofortuoately,  tbe  Constitution  is  silent  on 
this  head,  for  even  old  Homer  himself,  we  are 
told,  sometimes  nods.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
■tiioiion  baro  omitted,  in  this  iostaoce,  a  aeces- 
airy  precauiioo  against  an  evil  which, in  another, 
ibey  hare  guarded  against,  after  a  fashioo,  to  say 
tbe  least  ol  it,  in  the  case  of  a  civil  office.  By 
tbe  Constiiution,  "no  Senator  or  Representa- 
'  tire  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elect- 
'  ed,  be  appiHDted  to  any  civU  office  under  tbe  ao- 
*tboriiyof  the  United  States,  which  shall  hare 
'  beta  created,  or  tbe  emoluments  whereof  shall 
'bin  been  Increased  during  such  time."  Oa  the 
Mbjeet  of  military  office  (he  CooatitatioD  iaslleet, 
tbercl^  holding  out  a  sort  of  premium  to  tbe  Le- 
(ulatore  te  create  military  ^ces;  and  ao  im- 
praper  bias  tl  may  in  future  have  upon  them. 
The  same  provision  which  the  Coastituiiou  has 
Bade  ID  tbe  case  of  civil  office,  would  have  been 
a  ten  ioadequate  oae  in  tbe  case  of  a  military  of- 
fice, and  for  this  reason :  You  create  a  civil  office 
and  yoa  eanoot  yourself  fill  it ;  but  you  have  no- 
tbiog  10  do,  provided  you  have  strength  or  fa- 
vor St  eourt,  but  to  put  the  old  officer  in  tbe 
MW  (Ace,  and  get  into  tbe  old  one  yourself. 
Soaie  preoedenta  might  be  adduced  of  this  even 
ia  these  pore  days  of  our  young  Republic.  In 
^ilary  offices  I  am  not  so  clear  that  this  could 
«*Ane,  for  the  old  eoloael  could  not  accept  the 
colonelcy,  since  he  would  doc  only  belong  to 
*  fovi^r  raiment,  but  when  tbe  peo|Me,  no  long- 
**  able  to  endure  their  expense^  should  come  to 
ndaca  tbe  army,  his  regiment  might  be  disbanded, 
whoi,  perhaps,  tbe  old  one  wouLd  be  retained. 


it  behooves  us  to  guard  ourselves.  No  man,  cer- 
ttiaiy,  ought  to  vole  for  ihia  bill  who  has  the 


slightest  idea  of  accepting  an  appointment  ander 
it,  or,  indeed,  any  other  appointmeot ;  not  that  I 
say  such  appointment  will  be  offered  to  him— I 
hope  not — out  if  be  feels  a  disposition  to  accept 
it,  in  case  it  should  be  offered  to  him,  he  is  not  a 
good  juror,  he  is  not  fit  to  pass  between  this  hill 
and  the  people  of  tbe  United  Stales.  He  is  dt»- 
qualified  in  Jim  eorucieniia—l  wish  to  God  he 
were  ia  the  forum  of  tbe  Coostitutioa  too. 

I  have  said  there  is  no  limiMtion  to  the  eoii- 
tinuance  of  this  force,  and  I  am  giving  it  as  a  re»> 
son  why  the  bill  should  be  recommitted.  Perhaps 

J;eatlemen  have  been  told  that  tbe  enlistments  are 
or  five  years.  That  is  no  limitatioo.  The  en- 
Iif<lment  on  tbe  Peace  Establishment  is  fur  the 
8ameterm,on/yfive years.  Thetwoestablishraents 
(they  are  in  fact  but  one)  are  precisely  on  tbe 
same  footing,  tbe  one  is  as  much  a  Peace  E!>tab- 
lishment  as  tbe  other;  the  commissions  in  both 
are  without  limitation  as  to  time.  But  tt  is  said 
that  this  House  has  control  over  the  public  purae, 
and  may  refuse  appropriations.  And  do  gentle- 
men believe,  in  ease  of  indisposition  in  the  two 
other  branches,  that  this  army  will  be  disbanded 
by  a  measure  so  strong  as  that  ?  No,  sir;  let  them 
look  at  the  history  of  Great  Britain ;  let  them  see 
the  House  of  Commons  in  possession  of  a  double 
check  over  the  military — and  I  wish  we  bad  it 
tot),  for  it  is  an  important  one,  and  we  are  too 
much  in  the  habit  of  giving  power  ont  oC  our  own 
hands,  which  it  does  not  depend  upon  our  votes 
to  recall — the  House  of  Commons  have  the  same 
check  overthe  supplies  that  we  have,  aod  also  tbe 
power  of  refusing  the  mutiny  bill  or  articles  of 
war,  an  annual  bitl.  But,  unfortunately  for  that 
country,  a  i>r?texi  has  been  never  wautiog  to  her 
corrupt  ana  ambitious  ministry  to  keep  in  service 
a  standing  military  force.  The  warning  voice  of 
her  Bernards,  and  Shippens,  and  Savilles,  bars 
been  drowned  ia  (be  dm  of  minialerial  eorrup- 
tion.  They  began  with  a  little  force,  until  a  stand- 
ing army  has  become  a  part  of  the  Government, 
I  mijbt  say  of  the  Constiiution,  and  until  the 
power  of  refusing  supplies  has  sunk  ioto  a  men 
form;  and  this  is  maintained,  not  by  writers  hoa- 
tile  to  their  Constitution,  not  by  jacobins  and  lev- 
ellers, but  by  the  veteran  and  chosen  political 
troops  who  surround  the  Throne  this  modern  doc- 
trine of  tbe  English  Constitution  is  avowed.  And 
whence  has  it  proceeded  t  It  has  arisen,  because 
tbe  people,  seduced  to  resort  to  this  expeaieni  of  a 
standing  army  upon  every  frivolous  pretext,  have 
been  induced  to  give  money  to  a  particular  clav 
in  the  community  to  stand  between  them  and  dan- 
ger, while  they  nave  been  enervated  by  a  life  of 
sedentary  habits,  or  by  pursuiu  which,  while  they 
did  not  deprive  tbe  subject  of  the  pleaiuiea  nf  ae- 
live  life,  equally  disqualified  him  from  perform- 
ing hispart  in  the  society  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber. The  standing  army  has  become  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  in  theory  as  well  as  in  practice. 
It  is  allowed,  no  one  pretends  to  deny  it,  that  tbe 
House  of  Commons  have  rirtually  relinquished 
the  power  to  refuse  the  supplies  or  the  mutiny 
bill.  It  would  he  attoided  with  no  other  conse- 
quence, were  they  to  reftwe  them,  than  (o  pUcv 
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ihe  French  Emperor  jor  one  of  bis  Lieoienants, 
upon  the  English  throoe.  It  would  work  a  dis- 
BoIutioD  of  socieiv.  But.  deplorable  as  these  cod- 
sequPDces  are  to  the  British  GoTeroment,  they  are 
attended  with  infinitely  less  of  evil  in  that  coud- 
try  than  tbtjr  would  be  iu  ours.  There  ia  but  a 
made  indifference,  to  nie  a  farorite  ^xprenion  of 
late,  betweea  that  GoTernment  and  those  Got- 
ernments  where  a  standinjt  army  ii  their  whole 
maehiDery  and  support.  That  Gorernment  ia 
professedly  regal ;  it  has  a  hereditary  Kine  and 
nobility,  and  I  had  like  to  bare  said  a  hereditary 
hierarchy;  aristocratical  associations  and  corpo- 
rations fostering  every  species  of  monopoly ;  ere- 
rything  which  can  create  a  distinction  between 
man  and  man.  A  standing  army  is  not  calculated 
to  operate  the  same  minchief  on  that  Government 
as  on  a  people  who^e  habits  and  mode  of  life  are 
similar  to  our  own.  The  power  of  refusing  sup- 
plies, and  of  rejecting  the  mutiny  bill,  are  as 
merely  a  nominal  appendage  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  as  much  the  faded  rhadow  of  their 
ancient  {greatness,  as  the  title  of  King  of  France 
is  10  their  Sovereign.  And  it  will  soon  become 
au  here,  if  you  pibs  laws  which  place  Qs.in  a  sita- 
ttion  not  to  put  our  high  prerogatira  into  execu- 
tion, but  at  tne  risk  of  the  existence  of  the  Stale, 
and  leave  ns  no  alleroalive  but  of  shrinking  from 
that  severe  duty,  or  destroying  our  Government  i 
for,  when  the  Government  depends  upon  regular 
troops,  the  refusal  to  pay  them  is  a  political  filo 
dcKj  and  I  am  not  sure  that  this  may  not  be  the 
case  when  the  destruction  of  our  oataral  defence 
may  have  been  accomplished. 

It,  then,  will  appear  that  it  is  not  true  that  we 
are  willing  to  consider  this  as  a  time  of  peace  and 
safety,  and  consequently  unwilling  to  make  any 
provision  for  defence.  It  is  not  true ;  I  repeat,  it 
IS  not  true.  We  are  willing  to  make  preparation, 
and  the  sort  of  preparation  which  we  wish  to 
make,  is  to  arm  the  whole  bodr  of  the  militia,  to 
wm  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms,  but  more 
partienlarly  to  class  the  militia,  and  arm  irutamter 
that  portion  of  our  youth  first  to  be  called  out ; 
and  let  any  man  put  the  two  sorts  of  preparation 
into  the  scales  of  expediency  and  sound  policy, 
and  see  which  will  kick  the  beam.  Ours  is  a 
preparation  for  the  nation.  This  is  for  two  or 
three  spots  on  the  coasts,  which,  taken  all  together, 
are  a  mere  nothing  to  the  whole ;  and  even  they 
would  be  much  better  protected  by  our  mode  of 
defence  than  by  this.  It  is  inadequate  and  frivol- 
ous. It  is  frivolous  to  pretend  that  the  seaports 
in  the  United  States,  to  say  nothing  of  Detroit  and 
the  Western  pos^,  can  be  defended  by  ^n  thou- 
aand  men  distributed  among  them.  An  enemy 
disposed  to  set  seriously  about  attacking  you, 
Tould  never  appear  off  Charleston,  New  York, 
Or  Wilmington,  with  such  a  force  as  you  have 
provided  to  oppose  him  i  they  coald  hardly  eet 
-one  of  their  generals  to  assume  the  command  of 
such  a  pettv  expedition.  Either  the  Emperor  of 
France  or  his  Bntanuie  Majesty  would  connder 
himself  degraded  hj  sending  out  socb  a  paltry 
•qaipment  Bat  it  is  said  that  this  sort  of  reas- 
miiiflr  would  api^y  as  well  to  sixty  thousand  men 
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as  to  six  thousand.  Without  being  quite  sore  of 
that,  let  us  ask  whether  the  other  sort  of  reason- 
ing, that  this  is  but  a  part,  would  not  apply  equal- 
ly to  six  men  as  to  six  thousand?  Would  it  not 
equally  apply  to  an  additional  corporal's  guard  as 
to  two  brigades  7   Assuredly  it  would. 

By  those  gentlemen  who  have  recurred  to  the 
scenes  of  1796,  we  are  told  that^  at  that  day, 
France  was  stroggliog  for  her  existence  agiiitst 
a  fbrmidable  commnation  of  Kings,  and  that  it 
was  not  our  interest  to  prepare  for  defence  against 
her.  Really,  when  gentlemen  holding  prominent 
situations  on  this  floor,  are  so  totally  misukea  u 
to  an  affair  of  yesterday,  I  can  feel  no  kind  of 
surprise  that  they  shoald  mistake  arguments  to 
which  perhapi  they  did  not  pay  as  much  atten* 
tion  as  they  ought  to  hare  paid  to  the  poiilieal 
history  of  the  past  century.  France,  in  1798^ 
struggling  against  despots !  France,  who,  ia 
1798,  Dad  subjtigated  Holland,  ell  Belgium,  Ittly, 
all  that  part  of  Germany  on  this  side  of  the  Rhii^ 
and  had  Spain  under  her  thumb;  when  Bona- 
parte had  finished  Europe,  and  gone  to  Afries, 
soon  to  return  to  be  made  First  Consul !  Hare 
gentlemen  forgotten  1  Do  they  mistake  1796  fin 
1793  or  1793?  The  powerof  Prance  was  sachia 
1796,  that  Europe  would  have  greediljr  snapped  ata 
peace  which  would  have  left  France  in  po^esiioD 
of  millions  of  additional  subject^  and  ihoosaodsof 
square  miles  of  territory,  that  would  have  left  bet 
in  fact  the  arbitress  of  the  Continent.  There  waft 
not  an  enemy  within  her  territories  in  1797  or 
1798.  Old  France  was  not  trodden  by  the  fool- 
steps  of  an  enemy,  except  in  the  capacity  of  pris- 
oners of  war,  or  perhaps  by  some  of  her  own  sob- 
jects  in  rebellion.  She  was  then,  and  has  been 
since,  in  arms  in  the  territories  of  subjugated 
States ;  she  was  not  struggling  for  her  existence, 
and  none  of  those  circumstances  which  gentle- 
men have  conjured  up  did  exist.  On  the  contia- 
ry,  as  far  as  insult  and  violation  of  nential  rights 
went,and  as  far  as  Ihe  fire-headed  KingofFiaaee 
went  in  his  insults  to  ns,  as  well  as  allthe  rest  d 
the  world,  we  had  ample  cause  of  war.  But  whe- 
ther or  not  we  had  cause — for  I  speak  in  the  laa- 
gnage  of  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations,  notef 
expediency,  when  1  say  that  we  had  ample  came 
for  war — we  bad  war,  and  in  1793  refused  to  take 
those  measures  in  actual  war,  JIagrante  bdlo, 
which  gentlemen  are  willing  to  lake  in  1808,  at  the 
same  lime  that  they  admit  that  we  are  not  In  ae- 
taal  war.  When  I  say  we  refused,  I  was  not  then 
in  public  life;  I  came  in  ihe  next  year,  and  1  re- 
collect with  pleasure  that  I  was  one  of  those  who 
assisted  in  disbanding  that  army,  at  once  Ihe  ridi- 
cule and  abhorrence  of  a  united  people.  I  am 
now  about  to  tooch  a  subject,  upon  which  I  enter 
in  self-defence,  and  self-<lefence  only.  I  touM 
it  with  reluctance,  not  because  I  shrink,  or  am  at 
all  disposed  to  shrink  from  the  discussion  which  ii 
may  excite,  for  I  would  not  require  a  better  theme 
or  a  stronger  position  than  that  which  I  occupy 
on  this  ground ;  but  I  touch  it  with  reluctance, 
because  it  may  tend  tocall  up  feelings  not  friend- 
ly to  the  object  which  I  have  in  view;  in  fact, 
it  may  imjndice  my  cause ;  the  eanae  which,  as 
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aa  advocate  of  the  people,  and  myself  as  one  of 
them,  I  am  trying  to  plead  before  jou.  But  when 
the  alterDatire  is  eiibvr  of  pr^udiciog,  or  risking 
the  prejudice  of,  my  cause,  or  of  risking  the  pre- 
judice of  my  reputation,  I  trnat  I  shall  nerer  hesi- 
tate. I  am  sorry  that  these  old  oeenrrenees  hare 
been  hunted  up,  not  because  tbey  do  not  rery 
strongly  make  in  farorof  my  present  case  in  point 
of  a^ment,  but  that  ihey  make  rery  much 
against  it  in  point  of  feeling;  and  may  tend  to 
excite  unpleasant  sensations,  which  it  was  my 
heartfelt  wish  to  have  sllayed.  My- colleague, 
wbo  sits  before  me,  (Mr.  Clopton,)  began  a  plea 
of  consistency,  a  comparison  of  conduct  in  1798 
and  now.  Without  questioning  the  ralidity  of 
the  plea,  without  a  desire  to  do  it,  I  naturally 
threw  back  my  memory  npon  past  times.  The 
proptsidoa  to  raise  troops  in  1805  and  1806  natu- 
rally obtruded  ittielf  on  my  mind;  I  saw  that  it 
might  lay  a  foondation  for  a  plaosiUe  charge  of 
incansistency  against  me,  and  I  exercised  the  right 
of  exealpating  myself  from  any  such  charge. 
With  that  Tiew,  and  that  only  was  it,  that  !  took 
np  tbe  question.  But  a  gentleman  who  spoke 
yesterday  (Mr.  Campbell^  brought  it  before  tbe 
House  in  a  posture  so  twisted,  so  deformed,  and 
distorted,  that  I  considered  it  not  merely  my  right, 
but  my  Dounden  duty  to  present  it  to  tbe  House 
in  my  view  of  it,  willing  to  belfeve  that  the  riew 
which  the  ^ntleman  took  may  have  arisen  from 
the  prejudiced  medium  through  which  he  and 
perhaps  each  of  us  has  beheld  the  transaction;  I 
SBT  it  may  arise  from  that  cause,  because  I  cannot 
belietre  any  gentleman  disposed  to  misstate  facts 
on  this  floor. 

Id  1805,  it  is  said  that  the  Territories  of  the 
United  Slates  were  not  riolaied  by  Spanisl^  offi- 
cers or  troops ;  it  is  asserted  that  the  Spaniards 
tnlj  came  to  tbe  edge  of  the  line,  and  emplojred 
means  for  getting  our  citlzeDa  over  to  their  side 
of  ii.  If  the  observation  be  restricted  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  old  United  States,  I  am  willing  to 
admit,  for  aught  1  know  to  the  contrary,  and  as 
the  gentleman  says  so.  that  the  Spaniards  did  not 
eroas  oar  lines ;  that  they  did  employ  Americans 
base  enough  to  accept  their  bribes  to  bring  our 
people  into  the  territory  over  which  they  ezer- 
eiaed  jurisdiction.  This  makes  tbe  ofience  much 
greater.  To  seduce  your  citizens,  to  bribe  your 
own  citizens  to  take  persons  from  within  your 
limits,  and  carry  them  within  those  of  a  foreign 
Power,  is  a  greater  insult  than  to  come  with 
•rued  trtK>ps,  and  take  them  openly.  And  I  am 
aitonisbad  that  a  gentleinan  who  so  very  properly 
asserted  the  value  of  Ihe  privilege  of  the  flag, 
which  had  been  tinderrated,  coiud  not  also  see 
that  tbe  &g  of  the  RepaUie  should  cover  tbe  ter- 
ritory of  the  Republic?  Shall  gentlemen  urge 
that  tbe  flag  of  the  merchantman  should  cov- 
er  the  crew  with  infinite  advantage  to  the  ship, 
and  be  blind  enough  not  to  see  that  tbe  flag  of  the 
eooBlry  ought  to  cover  the  crew  on  thereat  deck 
of  the  nation?  How  is  this  to  be  reconciled? 
The  President  of  the  United  States  told  us,  in  bis 
Message,  that  our  territory  was  invaded ;  and  be 
i&  nmembered  that  it  was  the  territory  of  the 


good  old  United  States— God  bless  them  1  But 
granting  that  it  were  not  invaded,  I  was,  and  am, 
astonished  that  gentlemen  who  can  detect  a  lurk- 
ing sophistry  in  a  very  able  and  argumentative 
speech— a  very  learned  speech — and  I  hope  it  is 
not  going  too  far  to  say  that  it  contained  a  single 
lurking  sophistry— for  who  could  not  detect  it  in 
the  assertion  that  freedom  from  impressment  is 
net  an  advantage  to  the  seaman  ? — the  advanta^ 
is  obvious;  I  do  not  speak  of  tbe  right,  for  it 
would  take  me  a  year  to  get  through  it.  The  ad- 
vantages resulting  from  the  principle  that  tbe 
character  of  tbe  snip  shall  protect  its  crew,  are 
the  same  as  that  the  soil  should  protect  the  ioaab- 
itants;  it  gives  security  to  tbe  citizen,  and  that  is 
the  advantage.  As  long  as  the  subjects  of  Bona- 
parte or  the  King  of  Great  Britain  are  free,  they 
are  under  the  protection  of  our  laws;  and  were 
we  to  permit  them  to  come  here  and  take  off 
whomsoever  tbey  choose  to  call  their  snbjeeta, 
would  not  Ihe  nme  abuse  take  place  as  in  im- 

Eressment  ?  And  would  the  spirit  of  tbe  people 
rook  the  indignity  to  see  the  minions  of  FouchS, 
or  of  a  Bow  street  officer,  come  and  take  off  our 
citizens?  They  would  not,  sir;  and  I  wish  to 
Gk>d  he  had  tbe  same  power  of  protecting  them  on 
tbe  deck  as  we  have  on  the  soil.  Tbe  advantage 
consists  in  this:  that  although  tbe  British  sea- 
men may  come  into  market  and  compete  with 
the  American  for  wages,  if  the  flag  protect  the 
British  seamen,  a  /ortiori,  it  protects  your  owm 
citizens  from  being  mistaken  for  them ;  and  such 
a  claim— (for  freedom  of  the  flag)  I  do  not  speak 
of  the  law  of  nations — no  more  abrogates  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  citizen  and  the  foreigner,  no 
more  cheapens  the  inestimable  privilege  of  Ame< 
ricao  eitizeoshipfthan  the  assertion  that  the  same 
man  in  our  country  is  ander  the  proteotion  of  our 
law.  Suppose  the  officers  of  a  foreign  nation 
were  to  come  here  and  seize  their  subjects  by 
force?  By  tbe  same  argument  that  you  would 
repel  them,  that  the  soil  protects  all,  you  do  away 
all  distinction  between  thie  citizen  and  the  foreign-  x 
er,  and  what  advantage,  it  is  triumphantly  asked, 
is  this  to  the  American  citizen?  It  is  this  advaor 
tage:  that  in  establishing  that  principle  you  give 
security  to  the  citizen ;  and  tbe  same  argument 
will  hold  good  on  the  sea,  in  my  own  apprehen- 
sion, as  on  the  land.  At  the  same  time  lam  very 
far  from  being  one  of  those  who  wish  to  do  away 
all  distinction ;  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  our 
taws  are  radically  defective  on  this  subject ;  I  wish 
they  were  amended  ;  I  do  not  wish  to  see  a  plea 
for  Siting  our  country  with  the  refuse  of  Europe. 
Having  done  away  the  black  slave  trade,  I  wish 
to  do  awav  the  vmite, 

I  baVe  oeen  hurried  by  this  interesting  topic 
from  ray  pnint.  It  is  said  that  in  the  years  ISOiS^- 
6,  there  existed  no  dispute  between  us  and  Spain 
as  to  limits.  If  I  mistake  not,  except  as  to  tbe 
Western  frontier — that  we  had  no  reasons  to  be- 
lieve that  Fruice  countenanced  Spain  in  any 
claim  to  limits,  except  on  the  Bastern  frontier. 
[Mr.  Campbell  said  that  what  he  had  said  was 
ID  substance  that  at  that  time  there  was  no  rea- 
son to  believe  that  France  countenanced  any 
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claim  of  Spaio  to  those  lands  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi whicb  we  claimed  under  the  Treaty  with 
France  ]  Then,  said  Mr.  R.,  tbe  gentleman  and 
mrselfare  completely  at  issue.  On  Friday  the 
6ta  of  December,  1S05,  a  letter  and  communica- 
tion from  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  States  were 
teceired  and  referred  to  a  select  committee.  That 
Message  constituted  a  part  of  the  secret  journal, 
and  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  Clerk  omit- 
ted it.  A  motion  was  made  to  amend  tbe  secret 
journal  inserting  it.  It  OTerruled.  That 
commanicatioD,  1  am  proud  to  aay,  warranied  a 
rery  different  opiDion.  I  remember  it  well ;  I  hare 
not  forgotten  itte  language  of  Mr.  Talleyrand  ;  it 
will  ring  in  my  ears  with  that  of  Mr.  Cbarapagny. 
and  wttp  the  tbtinder  of  the  gun?  of  tbe  Leopard, 
as  long  as  1  lire.  It  conuinM  tbe  most  perempt- 
ory decision  against  us  as  to  tbe  Eastern  limits;  on 
the  subject  of  tbe  Western  limits  it  -was  totally 
silent — from  whence  tbe  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see may  bare  drawn  tbe  inference,  as  others  have 
before  him,  that  as  she  was  against  us  as  to  the 
Eastern  Umitsoftheland  which  she  bad  sold  us,and 
silent  on  tbe  subject  of  the  Western,  in  tbe  West- 
ernshe  wasinourfaror.  That  inference  may  have 
been  drawn.  But  in  myopinion  the  fact  itself,  ezcla- 
sire  of  strong  cireumstanees  by  which  it  was  ac- 
companied, ezelnsireof  the  despatches  of  our  Min- 
isters at  tbe  Court  of  Madrid,  which  threw  strong 
light  on  the  subject,  would  bare  justified  tbe  op- 
posite inference :  indeed  rendered  it  almost  impos- 
sible not  to  draw  that  inference.  No  other  can 
be  drawn. — [Mr.  R.  was  here  called  to  order  by 
Mr.  FtsK,  who  said  that  the  subject  was  of  a  con- 
fidential nature.] — I  hare  done,  sir.  I  certainly 
did  not  stir  the  subject,  and  were  I  governed  by 
that  necessary  thing  called  policy,  I  should  not 
bare  noticed  it;  but  really  it  is  impossible  for  a 
man  who  has  much  respect  to  principle,  toadbere 
inrariably  to  policy.  I  will  now  proceed  to  state 
reasons  oot  contained  in  that  Mesiiage  or  tbe  des- 
patches which  accompanied  it,  why  that  inference 
should  be  drawn ;  and  in  this  respect  I  find  myself 
treading  on  groaod  yet  more  delicate,  but  I  tread 
it  with  B  firm  step  at  least.  I  shall  touch  npoo  it 
because  I  am  told  tbalaportof  informal  denial  of 
a  fact  and  an  iinnortant  fact  too,  suted  by  me  at 
that  session  of  Congress,  has  gone  forth.  I  have 
nerer  seen  or  heard  it  denied,  and  my  eyes  and 
ears  hare  been  open  to  it ;  but  it  has  nerer  come, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  authority  was  erer  ^iven  for 
making  (be  denial ;  but  as  the  responsibility  has 
been  assumed  in  an  unauthorized  manner  by  some 
unknown  person,!  will  now  restate  the  fact;  and 
I  beliere  it  will  not  be  openly  and  explicitly  de- 
nied. The  party  who  alone  can  gire  a  denial,  has 
too  much  regard  to  truth,  to  his  own  character  and 
feelings,  and  to  that  peace  of  mind  which  the  tel- 
ler of  a  deliberate  falsehood  can  never  feel  in  this 
world  or  tbe  next,  to  deny  it.  I  will  now  state 
the  fact,  and  ask  a  denial,  not  npon  prirate  respon- 
sibility, but  upon  authority.  You  will  recollect, 
sir,  that  I  was  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom 
that  Message  was  referred,  I  called  at  the  office 
ctthe  Department  of  State,  which  I  had  occasion 
CO  do  to  obtain  a  passport  for  a  young  reUtttni  and 


bis  serrant  whom  I  wassendiog  to  Europe,  wheic 
only  an  education  could  begireahim;  it  was  not 
unnatural  from  the  terms  whicb  then  existed  be- 
tween tbe  gentleman  at  the  head  of  that  Depart- 
ment and  myself — (for  till  that  moment  they  were 
perfectly  amicably  and  eren  iotimaie,as  nuchso 
at  least  as  could  well  exist  between  personssooa- 
equa)  in  point  of  age  and  staodiug  in  socieiy,)  that 
I  should  ask  him  about  our  foreign  afiair^aad 
what  was  to  be  done.  The  reply  was  to  this  ef- 
fect: that  foreign  nations  treated  nsas  sailed  their 
own  convenience,  without  any  regard  to  honor  or 
justice.  On  the  subject  of  our  then  pending  diE- 
ferences  with  Spain,  I  was  told—it  has  not  beea 
nor  can  it  ever  be  denied  ;  I  will  support  it  in  any 
and  every  way — that  France  will  not  permit 
Spain  to  come  to  any  accommodation  of  our  te^ 
ritorial  differences  that  did  not  involve  a  stipula- 
tion for  the  payment  of  money  on  our  part,  be- 
cause, ibe  money  was  to  go  to  France ;  that  what- 
ever money  we  might  stipulate  (o  pay  to  Spain, 
she  would  get  it;  that  she  wanted  money, asd 
that  we  must  give  it  or  risk  a  French  and  Span- 
ish war.   We  did  give  it — I  hare  no  doubt  (u 
some  of  us  believed)  with  a  very  crafty  policy. 
We  shut  our  eyes  to  the  designs  of  France,  aw 
said  it  is  not  our  affair:  if  we  get  from  Sfaii 
what  we  want,  it  is  not  onr  buaincM  to  know  mm 
whose  pocket  our  money  is  to  go,  and  moreover 
we  are  not  officially  apprized  that  France  dws 
prevent  Spain  from  coming  loan  accommodatioa 
with  us,  or  bound  to  know  it ;  although  we  had 
that  sort  of  knowledge  which  is  full  as  moeb  to 
be  relied  on  as  official  information.   I  sute  this 
fact  without  a  wish  to  excite  any  unpleasant  see* 
saiion  in  any  human  breast;  I  state  it  from  a  mo- 
tive of  justice  to  myself;  it  proves  that  I  was  not 
wrong  in  drawing  from  the  silence  of  France 
with  respect  to  the  Western  boundary  an  iafet- 
ence  that  she  was  not  in  our  favor  in  tnal  quarter, 
but  that  one  boundary  wasenough  for  her  tosettleai 
a  time,  when  upon  every  settlement  she  was  to  be 
well  paid.   Tbis  was  my  inference,  and  it  was  a 
just  one.  Why  do  I  resute  tbe  fact  here?  Be- 
came I  did  immediately  oo  my  return  from  Bil- 
timore  state  in  the  House  tbe  same  fact,  which 
was  not  then  denied,  and  a  denial  of  which  I  nertf 
beard  whispered  nntil  within  a  few  weeks  patL 
Another  fact  I  at«ted  at  the  same  time^  oot  as 
coming  within  my  own  knowledge,  wbicb  w 
denied;  it  was,  that  tbe  pulne  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  had  been  felt  on  the  subject  of  ad- 
vancing the  money  on  account  of  the  Floridas  be- 
fore tbe  bill  to  appropriate  it  had  passed  throaxh 
all  the  forms  of  a  law.   I  then  said  that  if  tw 
Secretary  denied  it  I  would  disbelieve  it^  thoogb  it 
would  require  an  exertion  of  all  my  faith.  This 
produced  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  on  the  subject 
This  was  a  fact  which  I  stated  not  as  coming 
within  my  own  knowledge  ;  for  if  after  tbe  See- 
retary  of  tbe  Treasury  had  told  me  these  thing% 
he  had  denied  them,  it  would  not  bare  caum 
me  to  disbeliere  them,  it  would  only  bare  ptoved 
bim  not  to  be  a  man  of  truth.  I  stated  tbis  attbe 
time,  and  said,  that  if  it  were  denied  hf  the  Seen- 
tary  of  the  Treunry,  I  would  diabelieTe  that  of 
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which  I  was  not  »n  «ar  witness.  But  it  was  gree- 
dily caught  at,  (be  cases  were  attempted  to  be 

1'gmbled  together — although  in  themselTes  eotire- 
j  separate  aod  distioet.  It  was  ineinuated  (hat 
ageoileman  wbo  was  misinformed  (which  by  the 
way  did  oot  at  all  appear  from  the  Secretary's 
letter)  as  to  a  fact  related  to  him,  might  be  mis- 
takeo  as  to  a  fact  of  which  be  was  an  earwiioess, 
and  yet  not  a  man  in  the  House  authorized  to 
deuT  ii.  This  wretched  attempt  at  a  denial  by 
implication,  when  the  party  might  at  once  bare 
been  appealed  to,  was  conclusive  proof  that  none 
could  be  directly  made.  From  that  day  and  date, 
my  ideas  of  policy  and  politicians  too  underwent 
a  sodden  reToluiion.  I  saw  persons  in  whom  I 
hmd  placed  considerable  confidence  recoDciling 
dienuelTes  as  politicians  to  that  which  as  men  1 
beliered  they  would  disdain  to  practise.  A  new 
lifffat  broke  in  npon  my  understandiog;  it  did  af- 
fect my  ideas  not  only  of  politics  but  of  politicians. 
1  Btatni  the  circumstance  immediately  in  the 
House;  it  was  the  immediate  cause  of  what  has 
been  over  and  over  again  styled  a  schism  in  this 
House,  but  which  has  been  attempted  to  be  placed 
to  a  very  different  account — I  shall  make  do  fur- 
ther allusions ;  but  if  any  other  man  does  I  am 
preiiarcd  with  evidence  within  these  walls  to  re- 
DUt  it — (bis  schism  has  been  attempted  to  be  traced 
to  causes  which  even  in  your  own  records,  and 
the  testimony  of  some  of  the  first  men  in  (he  coun- 
try, one  of  them  now  in  this  House,  will  prove  to 
kaTe  been  posterior  by  weeks  and  months  to  the 
eiieniDsianee  just  mentioned,  which  occurred  in 
December,  and  to  the  diviiioiu  whi«h  grew  out  of 
iL  I  dare  any  man  to  support  tb«  asserttoa — 1 
dare  bim  in  ibe  spirit  of  eonacioua  rectitude  and 
tnitb— for  I  hare  tiatened  amctut  emribug  in  the 
hope  that  some  responsible  person  would  venture 
to  repeat  the  aDonymooa  slanders  which  fill  the 
colamns  of  tbe  public  prinu ;  I  can  prove  the  n^ 
attve. 

I  am  sorry  to  eire  any  offence.  Though  f  do 
not  wish  the  bill  to  pass,  I  am  taking  measures 
perhaps  to  insure  its  patsage;  butlam  compelled 
ID  self-defence — for  be  it  remembered  that  those 
who  are  called  tbe  minority  aTe,»edefendauiua,  the 
attacked  party  now;  whatever  they  hare  been 
heretofore  tbey  now  act  on  the  defensive,  and  in 
aelf-defence  I  have  made  these  obserraiiou,  and 
farooght  into  view  old  times,  which  it  were  to 
wished  bad  not  been  brought  up. 

I  have  been  as  unfortunate  id  making  myself 
Qoderstood  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Cahfbell)  as  be  has  been  unfortunate  in 
imderstanding  tbe  modern  history  of  Europe  and 
dtawing  inferences  from  the  Message  to  which  be 
first  made  allusion.  It  is  asked  what  has  become 
of  the  war  spirit  of  (hose  gentlemen,  who  were  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session  for  marching  to 
Canada  and  reducing  Q,uebec  1  The  gentleman 
mi^ht  not  mean  to  include  me  ia  this  apostrophe, 
bat  I  consider  it  as  addressed  to  roe  amon^  others. 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  our  situation 
now,  and  then,  and  to  the  circumstances  under 
(he  existence  of  which  I  spoke.  The  Chesa- 
penke  was  attacked.  What  was  it  then  I  said  1 
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That  I  would  demand  reparation,  and  if  it  were 
not  made  I  would  take  it.  Did  any  gentlemaa 
speak  of  making  any  sort  of  war  before  reparation 
weredemanded?  No;  it  would  hare  beeo  incon^ 
sistent  with  the  dignity  of  manhood  and  of  ihit 
nation  so  to  have  done.  We  spoke  of  war  if  rep- 
aration were  denied — and  I  do  trust  in  God  that 
QrUebec  would  have  been  in  ashes  if  Qreai  Britain 
had  avowed  the  attack.  But  the  President  bad 
issued  a  proolamation.  1  believe  that  in  tbe  tfaen 
state  of  the  public  niod,  (his  proclamation  (for  it 
was  condemned  by  some  of  bis  greatest  admirers 
as  too  lukewarm  a  measure)  was  absolntcty  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  country  from  rising  man 
by  man,  and  infiictiag  some  mad  act  of  veugeance 
on  the  persona  and  property  of  tbe  eDeiBy\  aab* 
iects,  and  as  sdcfa  I  think  it  wms  a  wine  measure 
because  it  has  led  to  happier  resulia,  which  bat  for 
it  would  not  bare  been  attained.  But  Ifor  one,  then 
and  since,  aUboogb  tbe  proclamation  under  those 
circumstances  was  approved,  could  not  help  re- 
gretting that  tbe  President  found  himself  obliged 
(o  issue  that  proclamatioo ;  for  really  instead  of 
serving  as  a  vindication  of  tbe  national  honor,  it 
appeared  to  me  to  compromit  it — to  compromit 
it,  oecause  it  merely  existed  in  your  gazettes,  ia 
your  statutes  at  large,  where  such  proclamations 
are  or  ought  to  be  recorded^aod  yet  it  could  not 
be  executed.  It  was  like  an  ordor  to  a  ruffian  or 
intruder — for  hard  words  answer  no  purpose— ^o 
quit  your  house,  without  the  ability  to  torn  him 
out.  .It  was  then  compromitting  the  nation,  ia- 
asmneb  as  we  bad  not  physical  force  to  execute 
it,  and  it  served  as  a  pretext  at  least  to  the  making 
of  difficulty  in  repairing  the  insalt  done  to  tbe 
honor  of  the  nation.  That  proclamation,  espeet- 
ally  when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  prereinp- 
tory  injunction  not  to  separate  tbe  affair  of  tbe 
Chesapeake  from  other  points  in  negotiation,  op- 
erated ia  a  degree  as  a  pretext  (not  a  jnst  one  cep- 
tainly)  to  refuse  to  repair  the  injury  done  to  our 
national  honor.  In  so  far  I  regret  the  proclama- 
tiou;  I  think  of  it  as  genttemen  say  they  do  of 
this  standing  army,  that  it  was  a  necessary  evil, 
which  could  not  have  been  avoided.  Something 
must  have  beeu  done,  and  nothing  less  calcuhited 
(0  precipitate  us  into  a  war  could  have  been  de- 
vised. But  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  say  that 
our  situation  is  what  it  was  on  the  26th  of  Octo- 
ber? Ontbatday,whentheword88omnehoarped 
at  w^e  ottered,  we  were  still  in  doubt  wbeuier 
Qntt  Britain  would  or  would  not  justify  tbe  at- 
tack OB  the  Chesapeake ;  and  we  bad  greater  rea- 
son to  believe  that  she  would  than  tiwt  she  rroold 
not.  The  scale  inclined  that  wav,  because  we 
could  faardly  bring  ourselves  to  believe  that  any^ 
officer  would  undertake  such  an  act  without  au- 
thority. It  was  scarcely  to  be  credited  that  an 
officer  would  have  performed  such  an  act  without 
responsible  authority — I  do  not  mean  winks  and 
nods,  but  written  orders.  Since  that  time  Great 
Britain  has  disavowed  the  act,  and  has  said  that 
she  is  wiltiujg  to  make  reparation.  Does  this  make 
no  change  in  our  relative  positions?  It  does.  I 
do  not  say  that  it  ought  to  satisfy  our  demand. 
Far  from  it ;  bat  it  woxks  a  change.  Bven  if  it 
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docs  Dot,  we  hare  wrought  a  change  with  our 
relative  situstioo.  In  the  first  place  we  have  con- 
ceded the  pointthat  tbe  subjects  might  bediscassed 
separately,  and  properly  too,  because  it  was  rather 
niHaeky  to  have  bleBded  them;  we  hare  done 
more,  we  hare  ngteed  to  meet  our  adrersary  half- 
way, to  withdraw  the  proclamation  at  the  same 
instaot  that  she  sboula  make  concession.  It  is 
erideot  that  the  eonduet  of  Great  Britain  in  disa- 
Towing  this  act  of  her  commander,  and  in  express- 
ing her  williogoess  to  make  reparation,  has  been 
such  as  to  induce  oar  Government  to  ease  off  on 
its  side  and  to  change  tbe  relative  position  of  the 
two  cpunlries.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  this  ; 
for  surely  if  oui  position  had  been  such  as  it  was 
when  we  met  here,  our  Gorernment  would  nerer 
have  thought  of  it.  There  must  have  been  some- 
thing to  produce  this  change  in  their  conduct-^ 
and  what  was  it?  A  formal  renunciation  of  the 
mstj  and  an  tTowat  of  readiness  to  make  eompen- 
afttioD.  But  exelifsire  of  these  considerations, 
there  was  one  more  powerful—the  subsisting  re- 
lations between  ns  and  France.  It  is  not  possible 
that  any  man  who  loves  his  country  can  consent 
to  make  war  upon  France  at  the  iostsncAif  Great 
Britain,  who  nns  tbe  sams  interest  to  embroil  us 
with  France,  that  France  has  to  embroil  us  with 
Great  Britain.  It  is  impossiUe  for  any  man  wbo 
loves  his  country  to  consent  to  make  war  upon 
Great  Britaio  at  the  mandate  of  France ;  and  this 
their  equal  pressure  upon  us  (and  not  upon  each 
other]  will,  in  my  opinion,  keep  os  in  the  steady 
orbit,  however  elliptical,  of  neutrality  and  peace. 
Thesituation  in  which  we  now  stand  and  in  which 
we  stood  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  are 
different.  Gentlemen  have  not  stated  our  lan- 
guage fuUr,  and  therefore  not  fairly.  It  was  tbe 
unguage  of  more  than  one,  that  if  the  act  was  not 
disavowed  we  had  nothing;  to  do  but  to  proceed 
immediately  to  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia;  and 
then  we  should  not  have  found  Quebec  fortified 
■0  strongly  or  such  a  force  in  Canada  as  at  preiient. 

But  me  gentleman  says  that  this  force  grows 
oat  of  the  state  of  afiairs  in  Europe,  and  has  drawn 
our  attention  to  the  state  of  things  in  case  of  peace 
in  Europe,  when  that  pressure  of  the  two  great 
Powers  upon  each  other  of  which  he  s^ieaks  shall 
be  relaxed,  and  when  he  says  our  situation  will  be 
much  worse  than  it  is  now.  Are  gentlemen 
aware  of  tbe  extent  of  this  argument?  If  our 
situation  will  be  worse  in  peace  than  it  is  in  war, 
if  these  6,000  men  grow  out  of  the  crisis  of  the  Eu- 
ropean war,  a  stiU  greater  number  will  be  requisite 
when  Europe  is  at  peace ;  and  oar  arguments  that 
this  ia  a  standing  force  are  as  clear  ax  day.  We 
want  6,000  men  during  the  war;  when  there  is 
peace  we  shall  want  a  stilt  greater  number.  Of 
course  we  must  make  addition  upon  addition,  and 
this  force  is  a  permanent  Peace  Establiftbment. 
Your  establishment  when  Europe  is  in  war  is  in- 
ereased ;  and  when  in  peace  it  must  be  stilt  fur- 
ther increased. 

But  the  gentleman  has  not  confined  his  mis- 
takes to  those  already  noticed  ;  be  has  fallen  into 
another  error.  He  supposes  that  tbe  embargo  is 
sow  acknowlniged,  by  those  ibrmerly  opposed  to 
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it,  to  be  a  masterpiece  of  human  ingenuity.  It  ti 
not  my  business  to  recall  its  operation  to  the  re- 
collection of  gentlemen,  if  the  state  of  their  poeb 
ets  does  not  remind  them  of  it.  It  is  not  my  interrA 
to  call  their  attention  to  the  embargo,  for  tbe 
same  reason  that  it  was  not  my  interest  to  recall 
tiansactions  of  1805-6;  but  when  I  must  choose 
between  tviU,  and  pass  for  one  who  would  fall  at 
the  footstool  of  your  chair  and  make  confessioD 
of  his  political  sins,  I  cannot  hesitate.  I  never 
was  one  of  your  recantators ;  nor  ever  will,  for  I 
hope  to  maintain  no  opioioos  which  truth  sod 
honor  would  compel  me  to  acknowledge  to  be  in- 
correct. If  they  do,  however,  I  trust  I  shall  have 
magnanimity  to  acknowledge  it,  however  painful. 
[Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  explained  that  be  never 
had  supposed  that  the  gentleman  had  recanted; 
and  certainly  there  were  some  gentlemen  who 
bad  expressed  a  belief  in  the  policy  of  the  em- 
bargo who  had  not  originally  voted  for  it ;  lo  those 
he  had  allusion.]  The  geotlemaa  explains  hit 
observation  not  to  have  beeen  general,  said  Mr. 
R.,  I  accept  the  explanation  with  pleasure.  The 
gentleman's  observations  then  apply  to  my  friends 
if  not  to  myself;  and  as  I  hope  those  geatlenen 
will  assist  me  in  taking  a  little  of  the  ourdea  ofi 
ray.ifhoulders,  I  wish  to  assist  tbem  in  taking  some 
of  it  off  theirs  Well,  this  embargo,  whicn  wm 
to  have  been  both  tbe  shield  and  the  sword,  bn 
turned  out  but  a  sorry  defence,  and  mast  be  bol- 
stered and  buckramed  up  by  six  thousand  bay- 
onets. It  would  not  be  too  much  to  say  that  the 
embargo  grew  out  of  tbe  measures  of  1805-^; 
which  tended  to  embroil  us  with  Europe,  and  we 
have  been  struggling  deeper  and  deeper  in  diffi* 
culty  ever  sincer  It  was  then  believed  by  tnaiiy 
(God  forbid  that  I  should  say  all  1}  constderateand 
reflecting  men,  that  what  was  called  coacilialioB 
to  Spain  while  in  hostile  array,  with  whom  a 
negotiation  had  been  broken  oft  tn  a  disgraeefu 
manner,  her  Mini^iter  insulting  you  and  our  Min- 
ister asked  for  the  two  millions — it  was  said  that 
this  cmcitiation  would  infallibly  lead^as  one  day 
follows  another,  to  war.  The  non-imporution 
law  might  be  called  the  edge  of  the  wedge,  (he 
embaigo  the  centre,  and  the  standing  army  the 
but ;  and  it  is  alt  about  to  be  driven  to  tbe  hilC 
What  did  we  quarrel  about  in  1805-6?  About 
the  carriage  of  our  own  bulky  produce  to  Europe 
or  elsewhere  and  bringing  home  tbe  returns? 
No;  it  was  about  what  was  called  the  carrying 
trade ;  tbe  colonial  trade.  This  was  the  point  oa 
which  we  quarelled ;  the  circuitous  trade,  not 
the  direct  trade  which  carries  our  own  produce 
and  brings  its  value  back  in  theirs;  bnt  the  elf- 
cuttons  trade.  There  never  was  one  of  os  who 
maintained  that  this  carrying  trade  was  not  a 
lawful  and  lucrative  employment;  it  was  a  law- 
ful trade,  and  one  which  we  ought  to  maintain  if 
we  could.  But  we  insisted  that  the  only  sort  of 
trade  which  the  people  of  tbe  United  States 
would  go  to  war  for,  was  the  direct  commerce; 
and  it  is  even  questionable  whether  we  ought  lo^ 
to  war  for  that— not  that  the  circuitous  trade  h 
not  valuable  and  productive ;  but  it  is  one  which 
is  not  worth  the  going  to  war  for,  at  least  by  * 
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people  circnmstaDced  ai  we  are.  Nothiog  U 
more  certaio  thaa  that  (be  oaiion  would  never 
support  a  war  for  tueb  an  object  as  the  earrjrin^ 
tnae.  I  tneotloQ  this  because  I  beliere  my  seo- 
ttmeats  upon  thia  subject  have  been  widelr  rais- 
takni  bjr  those  whose  good  opinion  it  u  the  ia- 
iciest  of  ererjr  man  who  ralues  bis  character  to 
cherish.  We  quarrelled  about  impressed  Ameri- 
can seamen,  and  commenced  a  system  which  pro- 
dveed  coDseqneoces  the  remedy  for  which  is  an 
embargo;  and  we  gire  up  aJi  our  seameo,  for 
they  are  not  to  be  embargoed;  they  wilt  &Up  ouL 
Great  Britain  has  now  not  only  all  her  own  sea- 
men but  a  great  many  of  ours.  She  can  have  no 
difficulty  in  manuing  her  flpet — and  I  am  not 
•QTprised  to  learn  that  in  BBgland  the  embargo  is 
a  mOKt  popular  measure;  that  they  are  glad  to 
see  ibe  patriotism  with  which  we  bear  it,  and 
hope  it  wilt  not  fail  tts.  We  differ  about  some 
seamcQ]  and  we  gire  them  all  up.  We  differ 
about  a  particular  branch  of  trade,  and  we  gire 
Qpall  trade.  We  stureoder  to  Oreat  Britain  all 
tbe  commerce  of  the  world,  and  what  more  can 
she  ask?  Can  any  man  beliere  that  if  this  em- 
is  eontfnttetl  it  will  not  produce  a  most  im- 
portaot  reduction  of  seamen's  wages?  Whilst 
the  carriea  cheaper  than  she  ever  did,  she  has  at 
tbe  same  time  the  monopoly  of  tbe  supply,  for  as 
to  the  Continent's  doing  without  tea,  coffee,  and 
sngar,  they  will  have  them  ;  they  fume  them,  aad 
tbet  is  >proof  tbat  they  find  means  of  getting 
tbeiD.  The  British  West  Indies,  so  long  verging 
to  ruin,  are  at  last  relieved.  Year  after  year  they 
bare  petitioned  Parliament,  complaining  that  they 
are  undersold  by  the  enemies' colonies,  whose  pro- 
duce is  carried  in  neutral  bottoms  (chiefly  Amer- 
eau)  free  of  war  risks  and  charges.  We  have 
done  more  for  them  than  their  own  Qovernment 
eonld  do.  We  have  given  them  the  mtmopoty  of 
the  supply  of  Europe ;  and  to  the  mother  country 
tbe  mmioptdy  of  the  carrying  trade  alsa 

I  therefore  am  not  one  of  those  who  approve 
tbe  emba^;  and  so  far  permit  me  to  differ  with 
mj  friend  A-om  South  Carolina  (Mr.  D.  R.  Wil- 
UAMs)  in  eoBsiderioEF  the  embargo  a  half  way 
measure.  Not  so.  It  is  up  to  the  bitt;  eom- 
merce  and  agriculture  are  lingerine  and  must  die 
under  its  operation.  [Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  said 
he  did  not  say  that  he  considered  the  embargo  a 
half  way  measure.  Far  from  it.]  I  understood, 
•aid  Mr.  R.,  tbat  it  was  among  the  number  of 
those  which  roy  friend  considered  as  half  way 
measures.  A  half  way  measure  indeed !  It 
gives  up  lo  Great  Britain  all  the  seamen  and  all 
ibe  commerce;  their  feet  are  not  now  upon  your 
decks,  for  your  resseU  are  all  riding  safely  moored 
alooc yoar  slips  and  wharves;  and  thia  measure 
tdnajntely  gives  agriculture  a  blow  which  she 
cannot  lecoTer  till  the  embargo  is  removed  What 
bas  become  of  your  fisheries?  Some  gentleman 
bas  ioirodneed  a  proposition  for  buying  their 
M*k  to  relieve  tbe  fishermen.  Indeed  I  would 
much  sooner  assent  to  buffing  their  fish  than  to 
laisiof  these  troops,  except  indeed  we  are  raising 
iha  troops  to  eat  the  fish.  I  beg  pardon  of  the 
iieaae.   I  eonld  not  mtrain  a  snaile  at  the  idea. 
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After  payiog  out  this  money  to  the  soldiers,  I 
think  it  any  more  money  is  to  be  expended  upon 
them,  we  had  better  put  them  upon  lent  diet,  and 
then  buy  these  good  people's  flsh  and  feed  your 
soldiers  with  them.  This  would  be  an  admirable 
eontriranee,  but  for  this;  that  in  time  of  national 
dbtress,  money  should  not  be  taken  from  the 
pockets  of  the  industrious  laborer  to  feed  disso* 
lute  idleness.  I  recollect  a  celebrated  author,  and 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution  a  very 
good  whig,  who  spoke  of  a  project  to  keep  down 
all  murmurs  by  posts  and  pensions.  A  verjr  bad 
recipe,  which  ionames  the  disease  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  cure;  for  unfortunately  these  posts  and 
pensions,  like  military  officers,  do  not  come  out 
of  tbe  pockets  of  the  sovereign,  but  are  wrung 
from  the  toil  and  sweat  of  the  great  body  of  our 
citizens,  and  mast  therefore,  whatever  effect  they 
may  produce  on  those  gratuitously  provided  for, 
excite  that  discontent  which  for  the  moment  they 
attempt  to  allay. 

I  have-  one  more  reason  wHh  which  I  riiali 
close  my  observations  in  favor  of  committing  this 
bill.  Not  only  that  tbe  bill  In  principle  and  delail 
is  wrong — the  principle  is  not  however  new,  since 
it  is  an  addition  to  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment— but  for  another  reason:  that  when  this 
bill  is  recommitted,  the  House  will  be  able  to  act 
OQ  a  subject  of  much  greater  importance.  I  mean 
the  organiziog  and  arming  the  militia ;  and  when 
tbat  subject  shall  have  been  taken  up,  gentlemen 
will  not  have  to  urge  the  appropriation  necessary 
for  this  force  as  a  pre-existing  reason  to  curtail 
the  appropriation  necessary  for  arming  the  mili- 
tia. It  is  indeed  said  that  if  the  expense  be  neces- 
sary, we  ought  to  meet  it.  It  is  idle  to  talk  of  ex- 
pense, if  the  object  of  it  were  necessary  ;  I  agree 
with  them  there.  But  there  are  in  politics,  what- 
ever there  is  in  logic,  degrees  of  necessity.  I  do 
not  believe  the  force  is  necessary;  but  granting  it 
to  be  so,  gentleman  themselves  coDleno  that  it  is 
not  so  indispensably  necessary  as  arming  the 
militia;  and  on  their  own  priaciples  they  ought 
to  take  np  tbat  subject,  and  postpone  the  present 
bill. 

Mr  Eppgs  said  that  if  the  observations  made  on 
tbe  present  occasion  bad  been  confined  to  the 
merits  of  the  hill  before  the  House,  be  would  have 
rested  the  justification  of  his  vote  on  the  docn- 
ments  recently  communicated.  The  foreigo  rela- 
tions of  this  country,  however,  have  been  brought 
into  the  discussion.  The  United  States,  injured 
and  insulted  as  they  have  been  at  every  period 
of  their  political  existence,  have  never  heretofore 
been  placed  in  a  sitoaiioo  which  so  imperiously 
demands  energy  and  talent  on  tbe  part  of  ite  Gov- 
ernment, and  patriotism  on  the  part  of  its  citizens. 

Sneqnal  as  1  am  to  the  lask^  1  will  attempt  to 
ace  before  the  people  of  this  country  our  real 
situation  with  foreign  nations.  As  a  citizen  of  a 
country  whose  rights  have  been  violated,  whose 
independence  and  honor  have  been  assailed.  I 
feel  indignation  against  each,  proportioned  to  tbe 
wrongs  committed.  Asa  Representative,  I  shall 
sndeavor  to  place  before  those  to  whom  I  am  re- 
spoBttble  onr  present  situation  with  fingland, 
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Fnoee,  and  Spaia.  I  oaa  bare  no  motire  la  ex- 
asceratiog  or  softeniDg  the  acts  of  either.  The 
naked  facu  such  as  they  eiist  will  present  to  the 
Araericao  people  a  gloomy  picture,  roirked  calf 
hy  stronger  lines  of  injustice  and  violeoce,  and  in- 
duce them  to  feel  as  1  do,  that  we  hare  notbiog 
to  hope  from  the  justice  of  Europe;  that  the  safety 
of  our  coaotry  depeods  on  the  rirtue  and  union  of 
oar  citizens,  aad  giving  to  its  resources  aod  energy 
the  proper  direction.  I  comnience  with  Great 
Briuio.  The  injuries  receiTed  from  Great  Bri- 
tain may  be  classed  under  three  general  beads: 

1.  The  impressment  of  AoMricBn  seanten; 
Commercial  injuries; 

3.  Violations  of  our  national  sorereignty. 

Isl.  The  impressment  of  our  seamen.  This  in> 
jary  has  been  continued  from  the  Treaty  of  1783 
10  the  present  period— under  etrcomsunees  eal- 
outatea  to  inflict  the  deepest  wounds  on  the  sen- 
sibility of  the  nation.  The  right  has  been  recvntlv 
asserted  by  proclamation, andtbe  King  in  a  speech 
to  Parliameot  declares  it  to  be  one  of  ike  mari- 
time rights  of  Great  Britain  which  can  never  be 
relinquished.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
<Mr.  Dana)  yesterday  told  us,  that  Great  Britain 
claimed  only  to  take  her  own  subjects  from  neu- 
trals on  the  high  seas,  and  that  she  had  a  right. 
In  what  code  of  maritime  law  does  be  find  this  7 
The  right  is  solemnly  denied.  It  cannot  be  sup- 
ported oy  the  law  of  nations,  nor  is  it  sanctioned 
by  the  practice  of  any  Power  but  Great  Britain. 
In  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Col- 
Bcl  Monroe  of  January  5th,  180i,  it  is  declared  : 

"  That  althoi^^  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  adopted, 
in  the  same  latitude  with  most  other  nations,  the  im- 
maoitiaa  of  a  neutral  fiag,  she  will  not  deny  the  gen- 
eral freedom  of  the  high  seas,  and  of  neutral  vessels 
navigating  them,  with  such  exceptions  only  as  are  an-  ; 
uexed  to  it  by  the  law  of  nations,  tihe  most  produce 
then  aacb  an  exception  in  the  law  of  nations  in  favor 
of  the  right  she  contends  for.  But  in  what  written  and 
received  authority  will  she  And  iti  In  whatusage, 
except  her  own,  will  it  be  finind  t  She  will  find  in  both 
Aat  a  neutral  vessel  does  not  proteet  certain  olyects 
denominated  eentraband  of  war,  indndiug  enemies 
serving  in  war,  nor  articles  going  into  a  blockaded  port, 
nor,  as  she  has  maintained,  and  aa  we  have  not  con- 
tested, enemies'  property  of  any  kind.  But  nowhere 
wilt  ihe  find  an  exoeption  to  this  freedom  of  the  seaa, 
and  of  Bsntral  flsga,  which  jostifles  the  tdcing  away 
ef  any  person  not  an  eneny,  ia  militoiy  eenriee,  fimnd 
m  boikrd  a  neutral  vessel. 

*<  If  Biitirii  treaties,  u  wall  aa  others,  are  to  be  consult- 
ad  on  this  sab}eel,  it  will  equally  appear  that  no  eonn* 
"  tuiance  to  thepracttee  can  be  found  in  them.  WhiUt 
tlu^  admit  a  contraband  of  war  by  enumerating  its 
arwdea,  and  the  effect  of  a  real  blockade  by  defining  it, 
in  no  instance  do  tbey  affirm  or  imply  a  right  in  any 
sovereign  to  enforce  bis  claims  to  the  allegiance  of  hu 
flutgeets  on  board  neutral  vesseU  on  the  high  aeas.  On 
the  contrary,  whenever  a  belligerent  chim  agaidst  per* 
sons  on  board  neutral  vessehi  is  referred  to  in  the  tresp 
^ea,  enemies  in  militarr  aerviee  alone  are  excepted 
from  the  general  immnni^  of  persons  in  Ibatntuation. 
And  thu  exception  conBnns  the  immuni^  of  those 
who  sre  not  inelnded  in  it. 

**  Even,  however,  if  the  right  of  Ghreat  Britain  to 
take  ber  own  seamen  from  neutral  vesaals  on  the  bigh 


■eas  was  admitted^  eaa  any  nation  without  snnsad» 
ing  its  pretensions  to  independence  subnut  to  Ik* 
form  io  which  that  right  is  exercised  1  A  neutisl  tAkI 
is  brought  to.  A  certain  number  of  the  crew  clainwd. 
A  foreign  officer  at  once  decides,  and  bia  deciflon  with- 
out appeal  consigna  to  bondage  an  American  dtnes. 
Whenever  property  in  a  neutral  veaael  is  aoppoaed  Is 
be  liable  on  any  grounda  to  capture  and  eondeoiostia^ 
the  rule  in  all  cases  is  that  the  question  AM  not  In 
decided  by  the  captor,  but  be  carried  before  a  lagal  tri- 
bunal, where  a  regular  trial  may  be  bad,  and  whm  fhs 
captor  himself  is  liable  to  damages  for  an  aAuse  «f  ik 
power.  Can  it  be  reasonable  then  or  ^nat  that  a  bat- 
ligerent  oommander  who  is  thus  restricted,  and  thiB 
rsBponaibUe  in  a  case  of  mere  pn^rtyitrftririal  asMost, 
abould  be  permitted,  without  recurring  to  any  uibaaal 
whatever,  to  examine  the  craw  of  a  neutral  vomI,  h 
decide  the  imporUnt  question  of  their  respective  alls* 
giances,  and  to  carry  that  dedaion  into  instant  exsee- 
tion  by  forcing  every  individual  he  may  choose  ials  s 
MTviee  abhorrent  to  bia  feelings,  cutting  him  off  Aval 
his  most  tender  connexions,  exponng  bis  mind  and  Ui 
person  to  the  most  humiliatiog  disdpline  and  hit  lifc 
Itself  to  the  greatest  dsngers  t  ReaBon,juatice,Bn(l  hu- 
manity, unite  in  protesting  against  so  oxtraTagsntt 
proceeding." 

For  this  extract  I  refer  gentlemen  to  the  ssise 
letter,  page  fifth.  We  have  established  a  Gov- 
ernment for  the  avowed  purpose  of  protectisg 
human  rights.  And  what  is  our  practice?  Tm 
personal  rights  of  an  American  citizen  are  Im 
regarded  than  the  most  trifling  article  of  property 
To  appropriate  a  yard  of  riband  taken  front 
neutral  vessel  without  condemnation  by  a  yttt- 
eial  tribunal  would  be  an  act  of  piracy.  But  tk 
native-born  citizen  of  our  country  is  liable  lobc 
seized  in  the  prosecution  of  bis  lawful  avoeaiioB; 
a  father  torn  from  bia  ebitdrcn,  ■  bnsbaod  frtn 
bis  wife,  the  roost  endearing  ties  of  society  broken 
at  the  will  of  a  foreign  officer.  Man  on  Uiid  ssd 
man  on  water  is  stiTl  the  sane.   The  feeliaasflf 

EBiriotism,  but  above  all  the  attachments  of  tkc 
eart  which  bind  man  to  society,  are  the  sane- 
Let  gentlemen  bring  the  subject  borne  to  then- 
selves — the  seizure  of  a  single  individual  on  las' 
while  pursuing  his  lawful  avocations,  aod  dqtriv- 
ing  him  without  trial  of  liberty,  happinesi,  is^ 
country,  would  rouse  the  indignation  of  a  mhxk 
community.  The  seizure  of  the  Kempers,  is 
1806,  by  the  agenu  of  Spain,  although  they  woe 
rescued  and  preserved  lo  ibeircounlry  andm«A 
has  been  considered  as  just  cause  of  war— tat 
the  groans  of  upwards  of  two  thousand  of  ev 
seamen  now  writhing  in  bondage  must  be  riewW 
with  indiffiar«oce.  leanitot  eoaduda  ibis  put 
of  the  subject  heucr  than  in  the  words  of  oar  Htt 
Minister  at  London— ipenkiiv  on  ibe  sobjeetst 
Impressment  to  the  British  UiBister  be  dcelMC*: 

**  That  Ibe  rights  of  the  United  SUtes  have  bees  m 
long  trampled  under  foot,  and  the  feelingiof  homuu^ 
in  respeet  to  tiie  sufbms  and  the  honor  of  their  Qei*- 
emment  so  often  outragod,  even  in  tbair  own  poA 
that  the  astoniabed  vrwld  may  begin  Is  doubt  wMhn 
die  patienee  with  which  tbass  injuries  have  bssa  ksne 
ought  to  be  attributed  to  gsDerooa  er  uasrortky  sw- 
tivee— w4ketber  the  United  Btales  metit  the  isak,  Is 
wbidi,  ia  other  wepeou,  they  ara  jntly  sniiilsil  snief 
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iadepeiidMit  Powm,  or  have  sbntdTt  In  dM  voy  mom 
thw  polMoi  toBttbrirind^eadwwBdbg- 
ooibo  dagoMMte." 

Degenerate  indeed  and  de^aded  must  that  na- 
tion  ^  that  can  lamely  submit  to  hare  its  citizens, 
like  the  wretched  AfricaOs,  kidnapped  and  carried 
inio  bondage!  Thin  practice,  too,  so  disgraeefal 
to  our  national  character,  although  justified  under 
the  pretext  of  securing  to  the  British  Gorern- 
ment  its  own  citizens,  falls  almost  exclusively  on 
American  seamen.  It  appears,  from  the  letter  to 
which  I  hare  already  referred,  (hat,  between  the 
mooth  of  June,  1797,  and  September,  1801,  of 
two  thousand  and  fifty-nioe  cases  of  impressment 
from  American  vessels,  one  hundred  and  two 
Mamen  only  were  detained  as  British  subjects — 
beiDg  less  than  one-twentieth  the  whole  num- 
ber impresnd.  Thai  one  tfaottsand  and  forty-two 
were  discharged  as  not  bein^  British  subjects,  and 
eight  handrea  and  fire  detained  for  further  prouf, 
die  greater  pert  of  wfaom  were  probably  Ameri- 
eans  or  other  aliens.  And.  from  the  same  paper, 
it  ajppears  that,  for  every  British  seamaB  gainea 
by  the  practice  of  impressment,  at  least  ten  per- 
aoos,  citizens  of  other  countries,  become  the  vic- 
tims of  this  odious  and  onexampled  species  of 
tyraoBy.  That  theereater  portion,  and  very  com'-' 
Donly,  the  whole  of  those  whose  rights  are  thus 
wantonly  sacrificed  are  real  American  citizens. 

These  are  the  injuries  inflicted  on  ns  by  tbe 
Britisb  system  of  impressment.  The  practice  is 
ji^tiSed  by  the  British  Government  on  the  ground 
that  it  has  a  right  to  the  services  of  its  own  sub- 
jects for  its  defence,  and  that  this  right  cannot  be 
abaodoned  daring  a  Arnggle  for  exivtenee. 

The  United  State*  hare  no  wish  to  employ  or 
■rolect  British  aobjeeta.  Liberalarrangemeitshare 
Men  offered  to  the  British  Qoveroment  to  secure 
Ibc  aerrieea  of  its  own  aubjects.  To  pledge  tbe 
foUh  of  tbe  United  Slates  to  exclude  British  sub- 
jects. f)rom  oar  vessels;  to  employ  on  board  those 
TCaaels  only  native-born  American  citizens,  and 
socbpecsoBs  as  are  natirralized  under  the  laws  of 
tbe  united  States.  The  arrangements  have  been 
refused— 'the  codcIosioq  is  irresistible.  Either  no 
rcHaoce  is  placed  in  the  good  faith  of  the  United 
Slates,  or,  in  a  struggle  tor  existence,  it  suits  the 
coovenience  of  the  British  Government  to  join 
the  American  seamen  to  its  own,  and  to  take  them 
by  force. 

I  pass  on  now  lo  the  second  class  of  inj'uries — vi- 
olations of  our  commercial  rights.  In  order  to  gire 
a  eoaaeeied  view  of  these,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
go  back  to  the  year  1793^  when  Great  Britain 
eomtnenced  her  system  of  illegal  blockade,  and  to 
trace  her  rtep  by  step  lo  the  period  when  she  at- 
tempted to  ingraft  into  ibe  law  of  nations  a  asar- 
pation  of  ber  own,  commonly  known  as  the  Rule 
of  I'raO.  In  tbe  month  of  May,  1793,  Great  Britain 
eniered  into  a  treaty  with  RuK<ia  for  the  purpose 
of  narrowing  the  intercourw  of  neutrals  with 
Prance.   In  pursuance  of  this  treaty,  on  the  8th 

Jane.  1793,  the  first  British  Orders  were  issued, 
ioterdictini^  all  neutral  supplies  of  provisions  to 
Prance,  with  a  view  to  produce  submission  by 
fiMnipe.  la  tbe  eoarse  of  the  tame  year  Great 
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Britain  formed  treaties  with  Spain,  Austria,  abd 
Prussia,  similar  to  the  one  concinded  with  Russia, 
and  all  these  Powers  became  noited  for  the  holy 
purpose  of  starving  France  by  destroying  the 
rights  of  neutrals.  On  the  6ih  of  November  179^ 
instructions  were  issued  by  the  British  Cabinet 
which  struck  geoemlly  at  the  neutral  commerce 
of  the  French  West  Indies.  This  instruction  was 
addre&sed  to  the  commanders  of  privateers  and 
ships  of  war,  in  tbe  following  terms: 

"  That  they  shall  stop  and  detain  all  ihips  laden  with 
goods  the  produce  of  any  cotony  belonging  to  France, 
or  canning  provuioos  or  other  supplies,  for  the  use  of 
any  such  colony,  and  shall  bring  the  same  with  their 
cargoes  to  legal  adjndicatien  in  our  conrts  of  admiralty.'* 

These  orders  were  secretly  issued — were  put 
into  execution  without  notice,  and  the  American 
flag  swept  from  the  ocean.  The  general  senti- 
men  t  of  indignation  excited  by  these  orders  among 
our  cilizeas  and  tbe  proeeedings  of  the  Amerioan 
Government  on  that  occasion  are  well  known. 

The  next  Britisb  orders  were  issued  in  January, 
1794.  These  were  considered  as  varying  tbe  in- 
structions of  1793,  and  intended  to  lake  the  direct 
trade  from  tbe  French  West  Indies  to  the  United 
States  out  of  the  operation  of  the  orders  of  1793. 
On  the  19lb  of  November,  1794.  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  was  conclu- 
ded, and  before  it  was  ratified  in  this  country, 
orders  were  issued  for  carrying  fn  our  provision 
vessels.  These  orders  were  issued  in  May,  1795. 
They  suspended  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  for 
sometime,and  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twen* 
ty-two  American  vessels  were  carried  in,  in  twenty- 
two  months.  On  the  25th  of  January,  1798,.  the 
instructions  of  1794  were  revoked.  These  last 
instructions  authorized  tbe  bringing  in  for  a^ja* 
dieation  all  vessels  with  their  cargoes,  that  ire 
laden  with  goods  the  produce  of  any  island  or 
settlement  iKlooging  to  France^  Spain,  or  the 
United  Provinces,  and  eomine  directly  from  any 
port  of  the  said  islands  or  setlKments,  to  any  port 
in  Europe  (not  being  a  port  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain)  nor  a  port  of  that  country  to  which 
such  ships,  being  neutral  ships,  shall  belong.  The 
operation  of  this  new  change  in  the  instructions 
was  peculiarly  injurious  to  the  United  S«ates,  he- 
cause  it  excluded  ihemfrom  a  commerce  allowed 
lo  the  neutrals  of  Europe,  and  compelled  them  to 
bring  through  the  United  Slates  the  same  articles 
which  other  nations  standing  in  the  same  relation 
to  Great  Britain  might  carry  direct. 

In  the  year  1803  orders  were  issued  for  the 
seizure  of  neutrals  with  return  canoes,  who  were 
suspected  of  having  supplied  the  enemy  on  the 
outward  voyage  with  articles  contraband  of  war. 
Under  ibese  inatmcllons  the  outward  and  return 
voyage  were  considered  as  one.  This  was  tlie 
preparatory  step  for  throwing  the  United  States 
altogether  out  of  the  colonial  trade.  The  next 
step  was  to  declare  that  the  landing  of  colonial 
produce,  and  securing  tbe  duty  according  to  tbe 
local  regulations,  did  not  break  tbe  continuity  of 
the  voyage.  Thus,  West  India  produce  brought 
first  to  the  United  States  and  landed,  was  consid- 
ered by  their  courts  as  going  direct  to  Eorope. 
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Tbese  decisioos,  gradually  formed  oa  tbe  decree 
cf  1803,  were  not  kaown  ia  tbe  UDited  States 
UDtil  1805.  Tbe  decree  was  issued  without  notice, 
and  its  applicatiou  to  our  commerce  made  known 
to  the  United  States  by  the  capture  and  condem- 
nation of  our  Tessels,  The  immense  capital  em- 
barked in  this  commerce,  its  unexpected  and  un- 
exampled destruction  corered  your  table  with 
memorials  from  eTery  part  of  the  cootinenc  Tbe 
injary  in  1805,  like  that  in  1793,  was  produced  by 
aeeret  orders.  The  deatraciion  of  American  com- 
merce was  decreed,  and  capture  and  condemna- 
tion were  tbe  couriers  by  which  it  wasaoooanced. 
In  both  cases  public  indignation  was  justly  ex- 
cited against  Qreat  Britain,  necause  lawless  power 
was  rendered  more  intolerable  by  being  combined 
with  treachery. 

Under  tbe  operation  of  tbe  feeling  excited  by 
tbe  various  injuries  done  to  our  commerce,  by  tbe 
impressment  of  our  seameo,  and  by  the  insults 
offered  within  our  waters,  and  even  within  our 
ports,  the  QOQ-importatioD  law  was  passed.  It  is  not 
my  intention  now  to  discuss  the  policy  of  that 
measure.  If  it  has  caused  Great  Britain  to  com- 
mit towards  us  additional  acts  of  injustice  (which 
I  do  not  believe)  it  proves  only  that  the  exercise  of 
a  positive  right  oa  our  part  can  snbjeet  us  to  insult 
and  injury  Irom  a  nation  whose  code  of  national 
law  is  her  interest.  The  regulation  of  commerce 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  a  country  is  an  act 
ofioverei^ty  of  which  no  other  nation  has  aright 
to  complain.  Every  nation  has  a  right  to  say  what 
intercourse  it  will  hold  with  another  nation  and 
on  what  terms.  Qreat  Britain  is  the  last  nation 
in  tbe  world  that  ought  to  complain  of  the  exer- 
cise of  this  right  by  the  United  State?.  All 
American  manufacturesare permanently  excluded 
from  that  country.  All  our  salt  provisious  except 
bacon,  and  even  wheat  and  flour,  except  in  times 
of  scarcity. 

The  last  commercial  regulations  of  Qreat  Britain 
are  the  orders  of  January,  1807.  and  of  November 
the  11th.  These  orders  interaict  to  neutral  na- 
tions or  ratha  to  the  United  States,  now  tbe  only 
commercial  nation  in  a  state  of  neutrality,  all 
commerce  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  now 
the  whole  commercial  world,  with  certain  excep* 
tions  only,  and  under  certain  restrictions. 

I  am  almost  at  a  loss  to  say  which  is  most  cal- 
culated to  excite  the  indignation  of  an  American, 
the  orders,  or  the  exposition  which  His  Majesty 
has  been  graciously  pleased  to  give  of  them. 
Several  of  the  exceptions  being  considered  as 
favors  conferred  on  the  United  States,  I  will  notice 
them. 

Ist.  As  a  proof  of  the  amicable  and  indulgent 
disposition  of  the  British  Government  towards  the 
United  Slates,  commercial  intercourse  is  allowed 
with  the  dependencies  of  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain.  This  is  considered  as  a  departure  from 
the  ancient  and  established  principle  of  maritime 
law,  prohibiting  altogether  such  intercourse  in 
time  of  peace.  This  ancient  principle  as  asserted 
by  the  British  Government  was  for  the  Brst  time 
introduced  in  the  year  1756.  It  is  invariably 
cited  in  all  judicial  deeuiooa  as  the  Rule  of  175a. 


April,  1808. 


Instead  of  being  an  aociaot  prinei|^e.  Great  Britaii 
ia  the  only  nation  that  has  acted  upon  or  other- 
wise given  couoteoance  to  it.  It  is  not  even  an 
established  principle  in  the  practice  of  Great 
Britain  herself.  When  first  applied  in  the  year 
1756,  tbe  l^lity  of  a  neutral  trade  with  epemies' 
colonies  was  not  contested  by  it.  In  certain  eases 
only  the  allegation  was  that  the  presumptive  evi- 
dence, arising  from  circumstances  against  the 
bona Jide  neutrality  of  the  ownership,  justified  the 
condemnation  of  enemies'  property.  During  the 
war  of  1778  it  is  admitted  by  every  British  aotbor* 
ity  that  tbe  principle  was  never  brought  into 
operation.  It  may  be  regarded  in  fact  as  having 
been  sileoily  abandoned.  And  within  tbe  period 
of  war  since  tbe  commencement  in  1793,  the 
manner  in  which  the  principle  has  been  alternately 
contracted  and  extended,  explained  sometimes  in 
one  way,  sometimes  in  another,  rested  now  oa 
this  foundation,  bow.  on  that,  is  no  secret  to  those 
who  have  attended  to  its  history  and  progress  in 
tbe  British  Orders  of  Council  and  the  British 
Courts  of  Admiralty.  With  the  exception,  there- 
fore, of  a  period  tbe  last  in  modern  times  from 
which  authentic  precedents  of  maritime  law  wiU 
be  drawn,  and  throughout  which  tbe  United  Slates, 
more  interested  in  the  question  than  any  other 
nation,  have  uniformly  combatted  tbe  ianovatioa, 
the  principle  has  not  been  in  oppration  ia  the 
British  tribunals  for  a  longer  period  than  thiee, 
four,  or  five  years,  while  in  no  other  has  it  eyB^ 
made  its  appearaace  but  to  receive  a  decisioR 
against  it.  Such  is  the  antiquity  and  such  the 
authority  of  a  principle  the  devutions  from  which 
are  held  out  as  so  many  favors  conferred  oo  the 
United  States.  For  a  detailed  and  luminous  riev 
of  this  question,  I  refer  gentlemen  to  tbe  "  Exami- 
nation of  the  British  Doctrine,"  page  30— what  I 
have  said  as  to  the  Rule  of  1756,  is  little  more 
than  an  extract  from  that  work. 

But  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  opinion  of  Hii 
Majesty,  ought  to  be  grateful  for  other  iavorsaltft 
They  are  permitted  to  carry  on  trade  with  the 
whole  Continent  of  Europe,  subject  only  ic  the 
very  reasonaUe  condittoQs  of  going  first  to  a 
British  port,  accepting  a  British  uc«Dse,  and  W- 
ing  tribuw  to  the  British  exchequer.  Under  the« 
orders  every  article  of  American  produce  export* 
ed  to  Europe,  although  not  destined  for  Engluut 
must  pass  through  British  ports.  But  this  is  not 
all — the  article  must  remain  there.  Theceremooy 
of  passing  through  a  Britbh  port  can  hare  do 
effect  but  prohibiting  the  admission  of  the  trade 
into  the  port  of  destination.  We  know  thai  all 
intercourse  between  the  ports  of  Qreat  Britain 
and  those  of  tbe  continent,  Sweden  alone  except- 
ed, is  at  an  end.  To  offer  us  trade  with  the  Con- 
tinent of  Europe  through  British  ports  in  the 
present  situation  of  tbe  world  ia  adding  mockery 
to  insult.   As  the  last,  and  I  suppose  the  greatest 

E roof  of  the  friendship  of  His  Britannic  Msjetty, 
e  has  graciously  determined  to  lay  a  tsx 
oar  cotton,  and  us  even  eondesccoded  to  assifo 
bia  reason  for  this  singular  favor,  viz:  tbe  eocoor- 
agement  of  British  manufaclorci.  1  forbear  te 
ezpreas  the  indignation  I  feel  on  thii  oeeasioa* 
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This  iDfBDt  eouDtry  in  the  colonial  sute  refased 
to  beod  to  lawless  power.  Shall  we  io  the  vifor 
of  maohood  relioqaish  our  rank  amoog  the  inde- 
pendeDt  natioDi  of  the  earth,  hy  lamely  abandoo- 
uiK  our  rights? 

These  are  the  commercial  injuries  receired  from 
Great  Briuin.  They  are  justified,  the  late  orders 
particularly  of  January  and  Norember,  1807,  as 
measnres  of  retaliation.  How  far  they  can  be  sup- 
ported OD  this  grouod  will  apj^r  from  a  alatement 
of  facts.  The  Brsi  iostaoee  in  which  the  French 
decree  of  November  sizib,  was  put  in  force  against 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  was  the 
CAM  of  ibe  Horizon,  an  American  ship,  bound 
from  Great  Britain  to  Lima,  wrecked  on  ine  coast 
of  France.  This  decision  took  place  in  October, 
1807;  and  was  not  known  to  the  American  Min- 
ister at  Parb  until  some  time  in  Norember.  So 
that  wbeo  the  British  order  of  January,  1807,  was 
issued  no  case  had  occurred  of  an  application  of 
the  French  decree  to  tlie  American  commerce. 
At  the  date  of  the  late  orders  of  Norember  IJth, 
the  only  aggression  which  had  occurred  wai  un- 
known to  the  British  Qorernment.  It  oonld  there- 
fore hare  no  share  in  producing  this  alleged  re- 
taliation. On  the  contrary  it  had  been  expressly 
communicated  to  the  British  Ch>rernment,  by  the 
American  Minister  at  London,  that  explanations, 
tmeontradjeted  by  an^r  orert  act,  had  been  giren 
to  oor  Minister  at  Pans,  which  justified  a  reliance 
that  the  French  decree  would  not  be  pat  in  force 
against  the  United  States.  Seizures  hare  lately 
been  made  and  our  ressels  sequestered — tbeae  w« 
know  to  hare  taken  place  under  the  French  de- 
cree of  December  17th,  profesising  to  be  a  retalia- 
tion on  the  British  orders  of  Norember  11th. 

I  pass  00  now  to  the  last  class  of  injuries— riu- 
lations  of  our  national  sorereigntv  by  Great  Bri- 
tain. These  are  stated  in  the  letter  from  the 
Secreury  of  State  of  March  5th,  1806,  to  Mr. 
Rene,  in  a  style  so  far  superior  to  my  own,  that 
for  this  part  of  the  subject  I  will  arail  .myself  of 
the  letter.  Here  Mr.  K.  read  the  following  ex- 
tract: 

•«  In  ttM  Sommer  of  the  year  18M,  the  British  fri^te 
ttM  CambRan,  with  other  cmisns  in  company,  entered 
the  harim  of  New  Toric.  The  eoounander,  Captaia 
Bradley,  in  vitdation  of  the  port  laws  relating  boUi  to 
health  and  revenae,  caused  a  merchant  Teasel  jnat  aiv 
rived  and  con£rasedIy  within  the  limits  and  under  the 
attthority  of  the  United  States  to  be  boarded  by  per- 
•ODs  ander  his  command,  who  after  resisting  the  offi- 
cers of  the  port  in  the  legal  exercise  of  their  functions, 
actaally  impressed  and  carried  olTa  number  of  seamen 
aad  passengers  hito  Ae  aenrico  of  the  ships  (tf  war. 
Ob  an  appMl  to  bis  rtrfuntaiy  respect  fat  the  laws,  be 
flist  CnlM  to  give  up  ttw  ofibnder  to  jttstioe,and  finally 
rspeBsJ  the  officer  durged  with  the  regahr  process 
ftr  the  yrpoae. 

"  This  procednre  was  not  only  a  flagrant  tnsult  to  the 
aoiwereignty  of  the  nation,  but  an  infraction  of  its  nen- 
trmlity  also,  whidi  did  not  permit  a  beUigerent  ship  thus 
to  aogaient  its  force  within  the  oaatral  territory. 

**  To  finish  the  serae  the  cemmander  went  so  &r  aa 
to  dedanv  ia  an  official  letter  to  the  Ministsr  Pluiipo- 
taatiaiT  of  his  Britannia  Mi^MtJt  "nd  hj  him  commn- 
Vie^aa  to  Ham  GoTemment,  that  ha  eoni^eied  Ua  ahip^ 


whilst  lying  within  the  harbor  of  New  York,  as  having 
dominion  around  her  within  the  distance  of  her  bnoys. 

'*AII  these  orcumstanees  were  duly  made  known  to 
the  British  GoTemment  in  jost  expectation  of  honora^ 
Ue  reparation.  None  has  ever  been  ofiered.  Captain 
Bradley  was  advanoed  frnn  his  Ungate  to  the  ennmand 
of  a  ship-of^th»4me. 

•■At  a  Bsbseqnent  period  sereral  British  frigates  under 
the  command  of  Captun  Whitby,  of  the  Leander,  pnr- 
aning  the  practice  of  vexing  the  inward  and  outward 
trade  of  our  ports,  and  hovering  fox  that  purpose  about 
the  entrance  of  New  York,  dosed  a  series  of  irregular- 
ities, with  an  attempt  to  arrest  a  coasting  vessel,  on 
board  ofwhidi  an  American  citizen  was  kilted,  by  a 
cannon  ball  wlueh  entered  Hu  reasel  lAilst  wiOin  fees 
than  a  mile  fimn  Ae  riiors. 

**The  blood  of  a  citizen  thus  murdered  in  a  trade 
fimn  one  to  another  port  of  his  own  coimtry,  and  with' 
in  the  sanctuary  of  its  territorial  jorisdiction,  could  not 
&il  to  arouse  the  sensibility  of  the  public,  and  to  make 
a  solemn  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. The  case  was  presented  moreover  to  that  Oor- 
emment  by  this,  in  the  account  which  it  required ;  and 
with  due  confidence  that  the  ofieader  would  receive  the 
exemplary  punishment  which  he  deserved.  That  there 
might  be  no  fiulnre  <^  legal  proof  of  a  tut  suffidently 
notorious  of  itself,  unexoepttonable  witnesses  to  estd>- 
lish  it  were  sent  to  Great  Britain  at  the  expense  of  the 
United  States. 

"  Captain  Whitby  was  notwithstanding  honorably 
acquitted.  No  animadversion  took  place  on  any  other 
officer  belonging  to  the  squadron ;  nor  has  any  apot- 
<^  or  explanation  been  made  since  the  trial  was  over 
as  a  concUiatory  o&ring  to  the  disappointment  of  this 
country  at  such  a  result. 

"A  case  of  another  character  occurred  in  the  month 
of  September  1806— the  Impetoeuz  French  ship  of  74 
guns,  when  anound  withm  a  few  hundred  yaids  of  the 
shore  of  Norn  Carolina,  and  therefore  yiribly  vrithm 
the  territorial  Jurisdiction  and  hospitable  protection  of 
the  United  States,  was  fired  upon,  boarded  and  burnt, 
from  three  British  shins  of  war  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Douglass.  Having  completed  this  outrage  on 
the  sovereignty  and  neutrafity  of  the  United  States,  Ae 
British  eoounander  felt  no  seru[de  in  proceeding  into 
the  waters  near  Norfolk,  nor  ia  the  nudst  of  ths  ho^ 
pitalities  enjoyed  by  him,  to  add  to  what  had  passed  a 
reiusal  to  discharge  from  his  ships  impressed  ciliieBS 
of  the  United  States,  not  denied  to  be  such,  on  the 
plea  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  had 
refused  to  surrender  to  the  demand  of  Admiral  Berkley 
certain  seamen  alleged  to  be  British  deaertera — a  de- 
mand which  it  is  well  understood  your  Oomrnmeat 
disclaims  any  right  to  make. 

"  It  wonld  be  very  superfluous  to  dwell  on  the  fea- 
tures which  mark  this  aggravated  insult.  But  I  must 
be  permitted  to  remind  yon  that  in  so  serious  a  light 
was  a  nmilsT  ^tdation  of  neutral  territory,  by  the  de- 
struction of  certahl  French  ships  on  the  coast  of  Porta- 
gat,  by  a  British  squadron  under  the  command  of  Ad- 
miral Boscawen,  regarded  by  the  Court  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  a  Minister  Extraordinary  was  despatcbed  for 
the  express  purpose  of  expiating  tiie  aggression  on  the 
sovereignty  of  a  friendly  Power. 

*'  Next  presents  itself,  the  attack  by  the  British  dup 
of  war  Leopard,  on  the  American  ftigate  Chesapaake 
a  cass  too  fiuniliar  in  all  its  dicwnstanoss  to  nsad  a 
redtd  of  any  part  of  tham. 

•■And  lastly,  the  sabsa^nMnt  eoadaet  of  Oaptafa 
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Dongtau — this  officer,  nettber  adnionubAd  ob  the  crios 
produced  by  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  nor  con- 
trolled by  respect  for  the  law  of  nations,  or  Uie  laws  of 
the  land,  did  not  cease  withb  oar  waters,  to  brin^  to, 
b;  firing  at  veaaels  pursuing  their  regular  course  of 
trade;  and  in  the  same  qnrit  which  had  displayed  it- 
self in  the  recent  outrage  committed  on  the  AmnioaD 
frigate,  he  not  only  indulged  himself  in  hostile  threats, 
and  indications  of  a  hostile  approach  to  Nurftdk,  bnl  ac- 
tually obstructed  our  citizens  in  the  ordinary  conuBU* 
nicatioD,  between  that  and  neighboring  places.  His 
proceedings  constituted  in  fact  a  blockade  of  the  port, 
and  as  real  an  iuYasion  of  the  country  according  to  the 
ffiitent  of  his  force  as  if  troops  had  been  debarlud,  and 
the  town  besieged  on  the  laod  side." 

It  is  onnecessarjr  for  me  to  add  anytbiDg  on 
this  subject.  It  is  saflSeieot  to  mf  that  for  these 
iojariea,  wantooly  inflicted,  withoat  the  slightest 
proTocfttion  on  our  part,  do  reparation  has  been 
teodered. 

I  proceed  now  to  state  the  injuries  received 
ftom  Franec.  As  it  was  necessary  in  ^ving  a 
oonoeeted  Tiewof  tfaecommercial  iDjuries  received 
from  Great  Britain  to  go  back  to  the  year  1793, 1 
will  commence  at  the  name  period  with  France, 
la  the  year  1793  the  cruisers  of  (hat  country  com- 
mitted enormous  depredations  oo  our  commerce 
—our  merchants  were  robbed  of  just  compenaa- 
tion  for  prorisioDs  supplied  to  her  in  the  hour  of 
distress — the  treaty  and  consular  convention  were 
violated — the  French  Government  refused  to  re- 
ceive our  ambassador  and  ignomioiously  ordered 
him  out  of  France;  a  second  embassy  more  sol- 
emn,  and  composed  of  three  persons,  experienced 
the  same  fiile,  and  were  obliged  to  leave  France 
without  experieneing  the  commoo  forms  of  civil- 
ily.  These  differences  were  shortly  afterwards 
adjusted  by  treaty.  Id  the  year  1805,  the  decree 
of  General  Ferrand  was  issued ;  in  the  month  of 
November,  1806,  a  decree  was  issued  declartog  all 
Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies  io  a  state  of 
blockade;  assurances  were  given  that  this  decree 
would  not  be  extended  to  the  United  States.  In 
Titration  however  of  this  asstirance,  end  of  our 
treaty  with  France,  the  decree  bkis  been  extended 
to  us.  In  the  month  of  December,  1807,  a  new 
decree  was  issued ;  under  this  decree  our  vessels 
have  been  seized  and  sequestered.  Our  Minister 
in  answer  to  bis  remonstrance  has  been  informed, 
in  a  style  calculated  to  wound  the  feelings  of  an 
independent  people,  that  they  will  be  held  8eqHes^ 
ered  until  the  disprattions  of  our  Qovemment  to- 
wards Great  Britain  are  known.  Some  gentle- 
men have  construed  Mr.  Cbampagny's  letter  in- 
to a  threat — I  do  not  think  the  words  of  the  letter 
vrarrant  such  an  inference.  It  is  however  before 
the  public,  and  the  public  must  decide.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  about  on  par  with  the  British  decla- 
ration attached  to  the  rejected  treaty. 

I  proceed  lastly  to  slate  the  injuries  received 
from  Spain.  In  the  year  1793,  Spain  in  pursu- 
ance of  its  treaty  with  Great  Briiain  commenced 
warfare  on  our  commerce — spoliations  were  com- 
miied  to  a  comiderable  amount.  In  1795  a  treaty 
was  concluded  for  the  adjustment  of  bouodarie», 
providing  for  the  spoliaiioos  on  oar  commerce, 
tad  the  Tree  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river; 
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the  treaty  remained  in  a  ftate  of  inexecoiion  uniil 
1799.  During  that  period  the  stipulated  previa- 
ion  for  spoliations  on  our  commerce  was  refused, 
and  our  citizens  subjected  to  serious  interruptions 
and  vexations  in  navigating  the  Mississippi  river. 
In  1802  (he  right  of  oeposite  at  Orleans  was  re- 
fused, without  assigning  any  other  place,  as  stipa- 
lated  by  treaty.  The  territory  of  Loui<iaaa  was 
shortly  afterwards  conveyed  to  France,  and  by 
France  to  the  United  Stales.  The  limits  still  re- 
main unadjusted,  and  the  Spanish  GovernmeDt 
has  refused  every  arrangement  on  this  subject. 
In  the  year  1805,  (he  territory  of  the  United  States 
was  violated,  and  two  persons  of  the  name  of  Kem- 
per seized  within  our  territory,  and  forcibly  lora 
from  the  bosom  of  their  families,  by  penoos 
known  lo  be  agents  of  the  Spanish  <}ovemnuDt 
In  1806  the  armies  of  the  United  Stales  and  Sraia 
were  drawn  up  in  hostile  amy  oo  the  Sibiae. 
The  dispute  still  remains  unsettled. 

This  u  the  situation  of  our  country.  We  have 
nothing  to  expect  from  the  justice  of  either  of 
these  Powers.  From  one  we  have  received  injti' 
ries  which  must  be  resented  unless  ample  repara- 
tion be  made.  Shall  we  prepare  for  this  crisis  in 
(he  affairs  of  our  country,  and  in  what  form? 
The  principal  reliance  of  this  country  muii  al- 
ways W  on  militia — one  hundred  thousand  mili- 
tia are  already  held  in  requisition,  and  can  be 
ready  to  march  at  short  notice.  Appropriationt 
for  fortifications,  for  the  purchase  of  artillery 
and  arms,  have  already  been  made.  The  only 
question  now  is,  will  you  rely  wholly  un  mrlida— 
or  will  you  rais^  a*  an  anxiliary  to  the  militia,  i 
small  number  of^ regular  troops.  The  geoitemta 
from  Virginia  has  told  us  he  would  not  put  mili- 
tia into  garrisons.  His  system  then  would  be  to 
depend  on  the  militia  except  for  garrison  da(y. 
This  is  precisely  the  system  adopted  by  Congress. 
The  number  of  regulars  authorized  by  tbia  bill  in 
addition  to  wbal  we  now  hive,  will  not  be  more, 
than  adequate  to  this  object.  I  r^ret  toatoo  ihe 
present  occasion  any  dinerence  of  opinion  should 
exist  as  to  the  form,  when  every  gentleman  ad- 
mits the  necessity  of  pre|iaring  lor  defence.  I 
regret  still  more  that,  io  toe  i>re»ent  crisis  <^ ooi 
iSikin.  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  can  see  as 
use  for  an  army,  but  '*toeat  the  fish  aowrol* 
tiDg  in  eonseqaence  of  the  embargo.** 

Mr.  Rahoolph  asked  leave  to  explain.  It  ww 
true  ha  said,  that  be  had  been  goiliy  of  smiUngi 
but  he  had  hoped  that  the  offence  had  been  ex- 
leouaied  in  the  opinion  of  the  Hoiueaod  of  thtt 
genileman  by  the  apology  which  accom|»oied 
it.  He  pleaded  guilty  ;  he  had  caught  the  iafec- 
tion  of  laughter  from  all — nay  more,  had  beea 
guilty  of  aiding  io  it  himself.  Ha  was  glad  that 
fiis  colleague  had  given  him  an  opportunity  t« 
explain  and  apologize  for  this  very  heinous  of- 
fence. He  wished  that  what  he  bad  said  at  tb« 
time  bad  prevented  its  being  again  noticed— bad 

Jreven(ed  it  from  appearing,  as  it  were,  on  tfarir 
oumala.  The  gentleman  hid  taken  care  ibit 
it  should  ^o  upon  the  record  somewhere  at  lw|* 
Mr.  R.  ssid,  he  was  willing  to  bear  through  lifeiU 
the  imputation  which  it  cast  upon  htm.  Miw*' 
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Ue  iaieei  woatd  be  the  condition  oT  oppressed 
kottaaiif,  if  the  sweet  pliability  of  mao's  spirit 
toDid  not  now  and  then  turn  its  gaze  from  the 
■oBbre  ereats  of  life  and  relax  idIo  a  smile.  To 
those  who  had  known  him  from  his  childhood, 
there  was  no  danger  that  he  should  pass  through 
life  for  an  empty  gig^ler,  a  man  who  did  not  pos- 
icssanaiom  of  gravity.  He  had  to  expiate  the 
Crime  through  lire  of  one  misapplied  laugh  ;  and 
he  hoped  that  his  aolleagoe  would  hare  to  answer 
for  BO  nore.  But  if,  instead  of  ibrowing  himself 
■poB  the  mercy  of  the  House,  be  were  tp  claim 
Ihiir  justice,  In  might  surely  contend  with  the 
poet  that  there  are  things  (and  this  bill  perhaps 
was  one  of  them)  which  are  more  easily  cut  and 
4&Bsol*ed  by  the  sharp  sword  of  ridicule,  than  by 
seriotu  aigunaent,  of  which  they  are  unworthy. 
Mr.  R.  sQid,  tie  viewed  the  situation  of  oor  affairs 
u  moDnntously  as  tfaat  gentleman ;  he  coincided 
vith  him  perfectly }  he  subsc>ibed  to  bis  opinion, 
hiTing  himself  uttered  it  before,  that  we  have  no- 
thing to  expect  from  the  justice  of  foreign  nations; 
aod  It  was  on  that  aathoritr  that  he  bad  deemed 
the  law  inexpedient.  Beiore  I  sit  down,  said 
he,  permit  me  to  ask  my  eolleagoe  one  question, 
vbieh  I  forgot  when  up  before.  To  say  nothing 
OB  the  subject  of  the  espediency  of  the  embargo, 
nd  trusting  for^iga  aationa  with  the  power  of 
aanibilatiog,  if  they  pleaae,  our  commerce,  and 
with  It  oar  agriealtore— 1  ask  any^nllcman  to 
point  out  tb«t  etaose  of  the  Constitution  by  which 
this  Hottaie  posaeaaea  the  power  of  laying  an  em- 
batyo.  Tbia  oiHse  struck  me  before ;  but  with 
less  force,  beAiise  tbare  is  a  precadent  on  record. 
I  ask  for  information.  The  power  is  not  to  be 
iboad  io  the  Constitotioa.  It  may  be  an  implied 
power,  from  the  power  to  regulate  commerce ;  bat 
legabtion  Is  one  thing  and  annihilatioo  is  ano- 
tnr.  As  the  CoostitoiioD  prohibits  us  from  lay- 
a  duty  00  exportation,  a  fortiori,  we  ought  to 
be  prohibited  from  restraining  it  altogether. 

Mr.  Bppca  aatt).  that  he  could  hare  wished  the 
gentkman  from  Virginia  bad  continued  his  ex- 
pUnalkw  in  the  same  spirit  io  wbieh  he  com- 
■eneed.  The  nanoer  ia  wbieh  I  mantiooed  the 
ohserTatiou  of  the  gentleoMn  from  Ti^oia  ought 
to  have  enmerated  me  from  (he  ehaige  of  wflb- 
■Bg  to  mark  him  to  his  eoBstitnenla.  lam  for 
SliriBg  erery  man  hit  play— I  have  sever  here 
or  elsewhere  a«id  anything  of  a  friend  or  foe  to 
which  I  weald  not  put  my  name  and  support  it 
with  mr  life.  To  suppose  me  in  the  disehar^ 
«f  a  paUie  duty  influenced  by  penoosl  feeling  u 
■uribathtg  to  du  a  motive  I  scorn. 

Bat,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  resume  the  subject  before 
the  House.  This  army  is  objected  to,  because  it 
t>  too  large  for  a  peace  establishment  and  too 
■mU  for  war.  As  to  the  first  objection  it  is  snf- 
Acicat  le  say  it  is  not  intended  for  a  peace  estab- 
listeeDi— I  do  not  rote  for  it  as  such — I  consider 
it  as  a  part  of  tbe  system  designed  to  meet  the 
pnaeai  erisia  in  our  affairs.  Taken  tiogly  and 
tlena  it  wonld  hevadeaa.  I  agree  with  tMgn* 
ibnaii  fnnii  Viipida  that  yoa  might  as  well 
•Uaflftpt  10  ke«  oat  m  tiger  with  a  four  lail- 
faaee  aa  to  Muai  ^  Mtion  wiUi  fix  dwa- 
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sand  regular  troops.  These  troops  constitute  but 
a  small  part  of  our  defence,  and  added  to  what 
we  already  have,  would  probably  be  half  the 
number  tfaat  would  be  raised  after  the  actual 
commeocment  of  hostilities.  I  am  not  disposed 
to  authorize  more  at  the  present  moment,  because 
mor^  could  not  be  raised  before  tbe  next  meeting 
of  Congress.  The  number  may  at  ibat  time  w 
increas«l,or  those  at  present  raised  disbanded,  if 
the  aituatton  of  oar-country  permits,  of  which  I 
confess'i  have  do  hope.  But  we  are  told  that  to 
raise  troops  is  a  departore  from  llje  embargo  sya- 
tem.  The  embargo  was  never  designed  as  a  mea- 
sure of  hostility  agaiost  either  France  or  England. 
It  was  resorted  to,  to  prevent  immediate  war,  for 
which  we  were  not  prepared,  and  which  most 
have  been  produced  by  the  capture  of  property 
under  the  decrees  of  Prance  and  England.  Tbe 
period  must  arrive  when  tbe  embargo  will  be  a 
greater  evil  than  war.  When  that  period  shall 
arrive  it  will  be  taken  off.  Whenever  it  is  taken 
off,  yoU'have  an  alternative  left,  between  a  decla- 
ration of  war,  authorizing  your  merchants  to  arm, 
which  must  produce  war.  or  national  disgrace. 
When  We  assembled  here  but  one  sentiment  per- 
vaded the  nation  and  its  r«>reseQtative8 — honora- 
ble reparation  or  war.  We  are  now  told  that  the 
siiuatioo  of  our  country  baa  nutterially  changed. 
It  baa  indeed  changed— it  baa  beeome  iafioitdy 
worse.  When  we  assembled,  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake  closed  tbe  catalogue  of  our  injuries. 
We  had  reason,  too,  to  expect  at  that  time  honor- 
able reparation.  No  reparation  has  been  made. 
Tbe  act  has  not  even  been  disavowed.  The  un- 
quelfled  right  to  search  a  national  vessel  has  been 
disclaimed,  aad  we  are  assured  that  if  tbe  British 
officers  should  prove  to  hare  been  culpable,  the 
most  prompt  and  effectual  reparation  shall  be 
made.  I  have  always  doubted  whether  the  attack 

00  the  Chesapeake  was  an  unauthorized  act— 
whether  an  officer  could  thus  risk  bis  reputation 
and  his  life.  And  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in 
this  opioioD  by  the  declaration  of  the  British  Min- 

'  tster  00  the  floor  of  Parliament,  "  that  taking  all 
the  eireamsuoeea.  together  he  could  aearoely  eoa- 
denni  tbe  cooduct  of  the  gallaoc  officer."  The 
eondoet  of  the  British  Government  tenda  stiU 
more  to  atrea^heo  this  opinion.  A  diseassion 
with  our  Minister  at  Londoii  ia  waived  on  tbe 
ground  that  other  subjects  were  blended  with  the 
affair  of  the  Chesapeake.  A  Minister  is  sent  to 
this  country.  His  first  demand  li  a  separation  of 
tbe  sobjects^thtfi  ia  agreed  to.  A  new  demand 
is  made,  and  I  ha  ve  no  doubt,  that  if  this  bad  been 
acceded  to,  other  demands  would  have  been  made. 

1  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Rose  was  sent  here  for 
any  purpose  but  delay.  Tbe  candact  of  his  Qov^ 
eroment  affords  the  best  ground  for  this  opinion. 
After  bis  appointment  a  proclamation  is  issued 
which  closes  negotiation  on  an  imporunt  part  of 
our  dispute.  Next  follows  the  decree  of  Novem- 
ber lltb,  which;  taken  with  tbe  exposition  by  the 
Minister  of  Oreal  Britain,  and  eoDnderiog  the 
period  at  which  it  was  issued,  is  a  more  serioaa 
oatrage  on  the  feelings  and  soTer^nty  of  the 
BKtioa  thiik  er«n  the  afiUf  of  the  CheMpti^* 
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Added  to  all  tbexe  circums  lances  the  Freocb  de- 
cree of  Norember  has  been  exteoded  to  as,  and 
ttoder  the  decree  of  December  17ih  our  TesseJs  are 
at  this  momeot  held  io  sequestra tioo. 

With  this  view  of  the  situatioD  of  my  coud- 
try^  I  consider  myself  authorized  to  vote  regular 
troops,  Dot  for  peace,  but  for  war,  which,  noiwjth' 
ataodiD^;  eur  efforts  to  retain  a  rigid  aod  impar- 
tial neutrality,  will  be  forced  oa  us — aot  by  iova- 
sion,  but  by  an  obstinate  refusal  to  do  us  justice  in 
«  case  where  our  rights  have  been  riolated,  our 
MTcreigDty  aB8ailed,and  where  rabminioo  wouM 
be  a  baie  sacrlfice.of  the  boDor  atad  indqjwndeaoe 
pf  the  nation. 

Mr.  Ebt  said  he  always  had  been,  and  still  was, 
friendly  to  raising  the  force  proposed  by  the  bill. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  enter  into  a  general  arga- 
Bient  pr  assign  reasons  why  he  was  so  disposed ; 
certainly  he  should  not  enter  into  any  riewttf  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  the  belligerents,  because  it 
was  conceded  by  every  gentleman  in  the  Houne 
that  each  bad  given  abundant  cause  for  war.  But 
war  was  not  the  subject  now  before  the  HoU!*e; 
jf  it  were,  a  very  different  course  would  be  pur- 
aued.  However,  then,  he  might  reprobate  the 
conduct  of  both  nations  in  burning  and  capturtng 
our  ships,  (injuries  safBciently  flagrant  to  call  for 
.war,  if  our  Qovernmeat  bad  not  resolved  to  pur- 
aue  another  course,)  high  feelings  and  so  do  ro  as 
words  were  net  consonant  with  uie  coorse  which 
we  had  adopted ;  and  it  wu  not  necessary  more 
to  inflame  the  public  mind.  Disregarding  what 
had  past,  but  meaning  to  provide  for  what  should 
hereafter  happen,  was  the  policy  pursued.  In  that 
Tiev  of  our  policy  and  of  this  subject,  he  recon- 
ciled to  himself  the  vote  he  should  give  on  this 
bill  for  raising  a  number  of  regiments.  If  be  erted 
at  all,  it  was  in  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  roie 
for  more ;  for  he  was  satisfied,  that  whether  we 
look  to  our  exterior  relations,  our  extensive  fron- 
tier line,  its  consequent  weakness  and  great  im- 
portance—to  whatever  point  we  cant  our  eyes  and 
view  the  situation  of  our  country — no  harm  could 
ensue  or  wrong  be  done  In  providing  a  focce  to  the 
eitent  which  this  bill  contemplated.  He  would 
not,  after  they  bad  been  so  mneh  more  handsomely 
4etailed  than  he  could  do  ilj  repeat  .the  acts  of 
iiijustice  of  foreign  nations :  it  was  enough  for  him 
to  say,  whether  .he  looked  abrrad  or  on  our  fron- 
tier, that  in  his  mind  he  could  find  an  adequate 
reason  for  voting  for  the  bill.  He  hoped,  because 
he  was  abont  to  vote  for  this  bill,  that  it  would 
not  be  conceived  that  he  did  not  puce  confidence 
in  the  militia.  Far  from  it,  said  he.  In  the  hands 
of  the  militia  alone  can  our  country  be  safe;  and 
■0  far  as  they  can  be  armed  and  organixed,  I  am 
ready  and  willing  to  go;  because,  on  the^e  men 
mustreposeoursecuriiyand  happiness.  Although, 
however,  the  militia  are  fully  competent  to  all  the 
purposes  of  defence,  the  number  of  men  proposed. 
{)y  the  bill  may  well  be  raised,  and  well  employed 
in  useful  purposes. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  wished  that  those  who  coincided 
with  him  in  this  opinion,  would  do  so  in  another — 
that  they  would  vote  for  the  recommitment  of  the 
.bill,  not  to  defeat    bat  to  streng than  it  by  vaumi' 
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meat.  There  were  two  objeetipns  to  the  1^ 
which  in  his  mind  were  well  worthy  of  amewl- 
ment,  and  it  would  occupy  but  little  time  tocoa- 
soh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  tbem;  sad, 
for  his  life,  he  could  not  see  the  necessity  for  tke 
passage  of  the  bill  io  2i  or  36  hours.  Could  nj 
man  show  him  the  immediate  pressing  aeceuitf 
that  this  bill  should  pass  on  this  da)r,in  prefa- 
ence  to  one  more  distant  t  He  was  friendly  ts  the 
bill,  and  differed  from  the  honorable  member  froai 
Tennessee  io  his  construction  of  the  fint  sntioR 
of  this  bilL  He  thought  that  this  bill,  frota  iu 
eonstrnetion,  eootemplaied  a  permaneat  anaf, 
and  wished  that  part  of  the  first  section  to  be 
amended  by  a  term  of  Umitatioii  to  the  dnratiw 
of  the  force ;  as  the  limitation  of  the  term  of  tt- 
listmeot  to  five  years  was  couched  precisely  io  the 
words  of  the  law  fixing  the  present  Peace  Estab- 
lishment. Of  course,  this  was  io  addition  to  ii 
He  had  an  objection  also  to  that  clause  of  tbii  bill 
which  gives  the  President  power  to  appoint 
cers  durrnff  the  recess,  which  be  thought  waiia 
evasion  ofthe  true  spirit  of  the  CoosutoiioB.  U 
gentlemen  felt  as  he  did,  tbey  would  tee  thstii 
was  armioK  the  Executive  with  a  vast  patroosgi- 
He  hoped  these  objections  would  have  we^bt,iiu 
that  he  should  not  be  forced  to  give  a  vote  a|iMi 
the  bill  in  this  sitoatioo,  whea  it  could  be  so  eaii^ 
remedied. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  for  bis  part,  be  felt  so  mnek  bt 
the  character  of  his  eonntr^,  that  he  would  not 
complain  to  the  world  that  tnaalt  aAer  insoltk^ 
been  committed  on  us,  and  that  we  bad  bwneil 
patienilir.  What  did  gentlemen  intendtodoaow-^ 
to  bear  it  stilt  t  Did  they  mean  to  chastise  the 
authorsof  these  insults?  Did  they  mean  ton  b) 
war  1  No.  Why  then  proclaim  to  the  world,  if 
they  mean  to  bear  it  patiently?  He  thought aU 
tJiis  passion  served  but  to  cloud  thenodersUBdiof. 

In  regard  to  the  opinion  which  be  had  before 
expressed,  that  the  tenunciation^f  the  principleoT 
impressment  was  not  for  the  interest  of  Aouricu 
seamen,  to  test  its  force,  the  consideration  of  the 
principle  should  be  confined  to  the  principle  tig-, 
oroaslyand  completely  carried  into  effect,  with- 
out any  deviaiioo  from  il~tbat  is,  that  BrU^ 
not  Ameru^  seament  may  be  impraBoedfien  iMr 
trals.  He  wm  examming  Uu  prmciple  n  ittiet^ 
adhered  to.  Iftbete  never  wewany  vartHtkHilB 
that  praetiee,  It  never  would  be  for  the  Interest  of 
the  American  seamen  that  the  principle  shonU 
be  renoimced.  In  considering  the  principle,  tkejr 
should  proceed  upon  the  supposiihui  that  abasM 
are  excepted.  When  genilemeu,  then,  said  thii 
this  principle  was  liable  to  abuse,  Mr.  D.  said  be 
certainly  did  not  deny  that  &et ;  nor  was  be  » 
stupid,  or  so  little  a  friend  to  seamen,  as  to  svf 
pose  that  they  could  not  suffer — that  they  hsd  sat 
thefeeliogs  or  the  sympathies  ofotbermen,ertbat 
humanity  could  not  be  outraged  in  their  psnesf. 
This  was  not  the  question.  He  admitted  (hst 
there  should  be  some  distinction  to  serve ssaseco- 
rity  ajgainst  the  abase  of  the  principle  j  and  the 
quesuoo -still  remained  whether  or  not  tbey  coon 
provide  an  adequate  security  asainst  the  ianifSM- 
mont  itf  Amwieas  miwin,  withoia  >  total  »■—• 
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eittioa  of  the  oUim  oq  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
t»  impress  her  own  seaioen.  At  preseot,  said  he, 
the  Ariiish  seamao  is  eonfouaded  with  the  Atner- 
ieaa  aeanao,  and  the  Ameroaa  with  the  British  ; 
and  from  the  difficulties  oecB^ioDed  bf  this  con- 
fasioD  results  the  neoessiiv  of  making  a  diserim* 
inatioa.  If  ooee  we  coald  be  assured  that  the 
Aneriean  seamen  would  not  be  impressed,  clearly 
ic  would  not  be  a  disadvantage  to  our  seamen  that 
British  seamen  should  be  impressed.  There- 
fore, I  am  not  disposed  to  question  the  patriotism  of 
our  Minister  at  Londoa  or  of  the  Seoreurjr  of  State, 
bttt  I  hare  been  led  to  inquire  what  can  be  done 
for  our  seamen  that  would  be  most  for  their  inter- 
«•!.  li  is  the  effect  of  extraragant  pretensions  to 
dcatvoy  the  whole.  If  ^Btlemen  an  disposed  to 
mj  that  we  thoDld  aeise  repsrati«i  for  tne  inju- 
lies  whMi  have  been  done  us,  I  wiA  this  language 
tatd  been  asserted  at  an  earlier  period.  There  was 
a  lifiM  jrott  might  have  riodicaied  your  honor — 
when  the  British  squadron  lay- in  the  Chesapeake. 
B«eoUeet,(n  the  subject  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee  oa  the  attack  on  the  Che:>apeake,  gemle- 
raeo  maintained  the  principle  that  the  reporishoolU 
ke  taken  up,  because  their  armed  rrssels  then  ac- 
tuaUy  riolaied  our  jurisdiction ;  and  1  bare  not 
forgotten  the  zeal  with  which  a  gentleman  from 
Kea  tacky  urged  that  they  should  be  expelled  from 
•or  waters.  I  belicTe  that  the  frigates  which  we 
might  bare  sent  out  would  hare  compelled  the 
Briiiah  to  retire;  and  that  it  would  hare  gone  to 
AoW,  that  if  we  would  not  suffer  an  insurrection 
(^oor  owD  eoiiiiU7raca  against  the  imposition  of 
a.  tax  on  whiskey,  neither  could  we  suffer  an  insur- 
Metioa  of  aliens  in  our  own  waten  against  our 
aoreieigoiy.  I  reimr  eaoitot  see  the  advantage 
«f  dalaiUDg  these  evils  j  for  the  time  has  paawd 
whea  the  British  flag  might  hare  beca  atrnek  to 
.mn  American  seaman. 

The  Biotion  for  reeommitneiit  was  then  loit— 
af ea  39. 

A  moiioe  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  aegatived — 
ayes  84. 

Bdr.  CLorroif  said,  that,  from  an  allusion  made 
to  btm  by  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
SrAMPoaD,)  it  had  become  ineambent  on  bim  to 
aa^  a  few  words  in  reply.  Tfao  gentleman,  said 
Mr.  C,  baa  labored  extremely  hard  to  fix  on  me 
aba  aiara^ef  in«ensEiteney,on  aecountof  my  rote 
Bawandinl788.  How  has  thegentleman  pron^ 
it  '9  What  is  tneonsittency  ?  Whan  a  member 
as  ehaiged  with  an  ineonaiaCeot  vote,  it  must-  be, 
whan,  having  given  a  vote  on  one  oeeaaion,  he 
▼alea  difibmily  on  another,  when  the  grooad  of 
halh  votea  is  preetsdj  the  same.  Was  that  the 
caae  in  the  vote  which  I  gare  in  1796,  and  that 
wfaiahlmtBtttogivenow?  No;  lavowthecon- 
mry.  I  did  hope  that  it  would  hare  been  satis- 
fitetory  to  gentlemen  that  I  considered  myself  as 
metiog  eooststtatly  with  the  principle  on  which 
f  wvol  in  1796}  for  I  did  explicitly  declare,  when 
mp  before  on  this  subject,  that  had  the  state  of 
thiagm  appeared  to  me  in  1706  as  they  do  now,  my 
nte  would  then  hare  been,  aa  it  will  be  now, 
afinnative.  Andwere  the  circumstances  nowas 
ikair  woa  thea,  nj  rote  wootd  oow  be  as  it  was 
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then.  I  did  bope  that  I  should  be  permitted  to  ba 
the  judge  of  my  own  riewa  at  that  penod  and  at 

this. 

The  gentleumn,  in  the  course  of  his  observf- 
tions,  took  occasion  to  observe  that  I  bad  presented 
in  1798  a  memorial  against  the  measures  of  th* 
then  Administration.  He  did  not  surely  mean  to 
adduce  that  as  any  proofof  inconsistency.  If  I  had 
presented  a  thousand  similar  and  opposite  tbinga, 
would  it  be  a  ground  on  which  to  charge  me  wi^ 
inconsistency?  No,  sir.  But,  even  that  remon- 
strance, which  the  gentleman  has  so  industriously 
sought  up,  though  it  recommended  to  its  Rep- 
resentative not  toaid  measures  which  bad  a  bo»- 
tile  tendency,  yet  did  strictly  eojotn  upon  him  to 
support  such  measttres  as  had  for  their  object  the 
dereace  of  the  country  alone.  Their  Represmfe- 
atire  voted  against  measures  which  he  deeoMd 
not  necessary — the  situation  of  the  country  not 
requiring  them.  The  nuthors  of  the  remonstrance 
spoke  the  language  of  his  constituents,  and  ha 
obeyed  it.  And  1  nave  the  consolation  to  say  that 
the  particular  Representative  alluded  to  does  mm 
intend  to  act  in  conformity  to  their  wishes. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  see  that  the  gentlemaa 
from  North  Carolina  could  hare  hare  proceeded 
a  single  step  to  affix  upon  me  the  charge  of  incoi^ 
sistency  or  deriatton  from  principle.  My  princi- 
ple in  1798  was  to  support  all  measures  which  the 
situation  of  my  country  appeared  to  render  neces- 
sary for  defence.  The  measure  alluded  to  did  net 
appear  to  me  to  be  required,  and  iherefore  I  did  not 
rote  for  it.  My  principle  is  now  the  same ;  and, 
under  the  impression  that  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
try calls  for  this  measure,  I  aball  vote  for  it.  In 
this  case,  then,  (if  I  am  capable  of  knowing  mj 
own  intentions— of  knowing  my  own  opioiont  if 
1  am  capable  of  judging  between  two  tologa  dia- 
similir,}  I  declare,  in  the  most  positive  manner, 
that  I  am  not  sensible  of  any  denaiioo  from  pria- 
cipte  in  my  conduct  formerly  and  at  this  time. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  an  ari^ument  now 
en  the  situation  of  this  country— I  did  not  when 
I  spoke  before.  I  stated,  in  general  terms,  that  tba 
situation  of  the  country  was  alarmlug.  I  eoa- 
sidered  the  facts  of  the  monstrous  outrages  and 
repeated  violation  of  every  right  as  so  welfkaiDarn 
to  every  member  of  the  House,  that  it  was  unae- 
eessarr  for  ma  to  recapitulate  them.  I  believa, 
then,  tnat  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  need 
not  to  look  to  mj  incoiuistency,  hot  perhaps  to  hjs 
own. 

But  it  has  been  observed,  so  far  from  ibc  praa- 
ent  situation  of  our  cooatry  being  more  alaraiii|[ 
than  at  that  period,  thai  there  wis  greater  pros- 
pect of  war  then  than  now;  and  one  gentlemao 
has  said  that  we  were  really  then  at  war.  I  ae- 
koowledee  that  there  were  naval  attacks  oo  both 
sid«s,ana  that  theAmerioan  meKhant  vessels  were 
authorized  to  arm ;  yet  at  the  same  time  I  did  net 
conceive,  nor  do  1  believe,  that  the  American  peo- 
ple had  any  conception  that  there  existed  in  the 
French  GoverDment  any  disposition  to  go  to  war 
with  this  country.  If  those  attacks  constituted 
war,  what  do  yon  account  the  attack  oo  the  Cbes- 
apc%|ie,  anperadded  to  lUl  (hose  niia»t«H«i  aal- 
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nges  by  wbich  it  was  preceded?  These  added 
together  create  mueb  {greater  cause  of  war  than 
formerly,  but  neither  is  in  myopiDion  actual  war. 

00  the  prospect  of  it  being  greater  at  this  time 
thin  ibeo  I  founded  my  rote.  I  did  express  also 
when  I  was  up  before,  in  positive  terms,  that  1 
abould  vote  for  this  bill,  oot  as  a  force  on  wbich 
to  rest  the  general  defence,  but  as  a  body  neces- 
sary to  be  employed  for  purposes  which  are  un- 
aaiied  to  the  militia,  which  hare  since  been  more 
miuately  recited — in  fact  for  garrison  duty — at 
the  same  time  that  I  believe  the  general  defence 
should  io  every  sitnatioo  be  rested  on  the  militia. 
Besides  this,  I  would  take  other  measures;  for  it 
•arely  oever  was  uuderstood  that  it  was  intended 
that  this  \m6j  of  troops  should  eoDstitute  the  sole 
defence  of  this  country. 

I  believe  it  baa,  in  the  coarse  of  aivument  on 
thn  subject,  been  saggesced  that  probably  this  hill 
for  nuing  these  troops^  instead  of  operating  to 
ward  off  war,  might  give  rise  to  it.  The  idea 
wemed  to  be  founded  on  an  apprehension  that 
Britain  would  consider  this  as  a  warlike  measure, 
aimed  particularly  at  her,  and  therefore  would  be 
more  disposed  to  commit  aj;gression  than  without 
iL   If  I  am  mistaken  in  my  understanding  of  this, 

1  wish  to  be  corrected.  If  I  do  not  forget,  this  was 
■  labored  argument  against  the  embargo;  that  it 
would  be  considered  as  pressing  more  heavil  jr  upon 
Britain  than  upon  France,  and  therefore  would 
be  thought  good  cause  for  war ;  that  the  embargo 
was  an  offensive  measure — a  provocation  which 
their  forbearance  would  not  brook.  Has  experi- 
•nee  fulfilled  tbe  predieUod?  On-  tbe  contrary, 
w«  find  it  is  considered  as  a  measure  totally  neu- 
tralt  and  inoffensive  in  its  nature.  If  the  predic- 
tion when  applied  to  the  embargo  has  failed,  it  is 
ftir  to  conclude  that  ti  will  faifin  this  case  also. 
For  myself,  I  can  truly  slate  the  intention  of  this 
bUl  was  not  contemplated  by  me  for  Great  Brit- 
ain, nor  did  I  predict  that  we  should  he  in  a  war 
with  Qreat  Britain ;  but  such  was  tbe  situation 
of  ibe  two  great  b^ligereot  Powers,  that  it  be- 
hooved us  to  be  io  a  state  of  preparation,  that  if 
attacked  by  one  or  the  other,  We  might  resist. 

Mr.  Stanford  said,  he  felt  Et  a  duty  which  he 
owed  to  himself  to  make  some  ref^y  to  some  of 
those  gentlemen  who  had  honored  bim  with  their 
notice.  He  had  no  reason  to  believe  any  of  them 
had  done  him  intentional  injustice.  He  was  well 
ptrauaded  otherwise ;  bat  they  had  certainly  rois- 
CGDeeired  his  meaning.  The  gentleman  from 
Viririoia,  (Mr.  Clopton,)  who  had  just  sat  down, 
eoostdeted  himself  as  rather  improperly  attacked 
on  tbeecore  of  incoosistency.  He  would  assure 
the  gentleman'  ax  a  friend,  for  so  he  bad  always 
esteemed  him,  that  he  had  not  intended  to  make 
any  personal  charge  apon  bim,  nor  to  say  any- 
thing which  could  be  construed  as  disrespectful 
or  personal  in  tbe  sligfatest  degree.  All  he  had 
meant  to  say  was  of  a  general  nature,  and  the 
•nly  use  he  had  intended  to  make  of  that  gentle- 
man's instructions  from  the  militia  of  Henrico  in 
1796,  was  to  show  that  we  then  felt  the  influence 
of  the  principles  they  contained.  He  considered 
that  remoastnoce  at  happily  iUostrating  tbe  doe- 


trine  of  the  then  minority,  and  if  his  view  of  put 
times  waa  correct,  sttrad  in  direct  opptnitioti  to 
the  measure  before  us.  Bat  he  hoped  the  general 
contrast  he  had  attempted  to  draw  between  that 
crisis  in  our  affairs  and  the  present  one,  would  not 
be  construed  by  bis  friend  from  Virginia,  or  any 
other  gentleman  of  the  House,  as  meant  to  eoD- 
vey  an  individual  charge  of  inconsistency.  Most 
assuredly  it  was  not  so  intended.  If  gentlemea 
viewed  the  existing  state  of  things  such  as  to 
warrant  the  raising  of  anadditional  standing  force, 
their  rotes  would  be  as  they  should  be,  in  fsror 
of  the  bill.  As  for  himself,  he  could  not  take  the 
same  view  nor  give  the  same  vote.  As  to  Ike 
allusion  that  gentleman  has  made  to  my  iaeos- 
sisteney,  he  may  be  assured  the  remark  is  not  felt 
Although  I  had  not  the  pleasure  of  Totios  ufwa 
one  occasion,  important  too,  as  it  respected  prm- 
ciple,  with  the  then  representation  of  Henrico,! 
had  the  pleasure  of  voting  with  his  celebratrd  col- 
league, wbo  at  that  lime  so  well  represented  the 
counties  of  Stafford  and  Gulpeper,  and  with  also 
the  Representative  of  Oreen  cckinty.  Pennsylra- 
nie,  than  whom  do  other  stood  higner  in  those 
times  for  what  might  be  called  ^tatMordpoHtieal 
comctnets.  Supported  by  opinions  like  these, 
and  by  those  of  a  large  majority  of  my  other 
friends,  I  may  be  well  satisfied  with  the  rote  I 
then  gave,  since  it  was  given  witb  the  vAt  Tier 
of  avoiding  a  moch  larger  army. 

It  seems  to  have  been  considered,  sir,  that  on 
my  part  great  research  had  been  made  in  the  Joar- 
nals  to  bunt  np  the  rotes  of  g«itlemen  to  sbov 
their  inconsistency.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  beliere  him  when  he  declared  ihrt 
he  had  not  done  so  in  one  single  instance.  He 
had  spoken  from  memory,  and  not  from  reseiTch 
of  ibat  kind,  and  the  Journal  which  had  appeared 
before  him  was  laid  before  him  by  a  fi-iend:BBd 
although  alluded  to  by  him,  was  not  opened.  He 
bad,  indeed,  opened  two  journals  to  read  a  P*"!* 
graph  or  two  from  different  messages  of  the  rresi- 
dent,  to  show  the  good  old  militia  doctrine,  but 
not  to  show  votes. 

One  of  the  gentlemen  from  ConDeciicut,  (Mr. 
MosELT,)  although  he  seemed  generally  disposed 
to  do  my  observations  justice,  could  not  witbhold 
bis  supplications  for  my  forgireness  for  the  bad 
vote  which  I  bad  so  frankly  confessed  one*  to 
have  given.  If  the  interceasarjr  ejaenlatioiis  n 
Ibat  gentleman  have  the  rinne  to  arail  a  fiiead, 
I  must  hope  he  will  direct  them  to  the  aftirot 
tbe  caucus,  and  not  to  the  vote.  He  bad  ex' 
preased  hia  regret  at  the  circumstance  under  which 
the  vote  was  given,  and  not  the  vote  itself;  tbei, 
he  presumed,  could  be  sHIl  defended  ;  be  bad  to 
choose  between  evils,  and  had  taken  the  lesser. 

Another  gentleman  fVom  Uonneetpcai  (B(r. 
Tjillhadob)  has  not  been  less  liberal  towards  oe 
to  be  sare ;  but  expresses  the  hope  he  may  never 
see  tbe  chair  of  tnis  House  coorerted  into  the 
chair  of  St.  Peter,  for  purposes  of  eonfessioa. 
Such,  indeed,  we  may  all  hope  without  much  fear 
of  realizing  it.  On  subjects  like  the  present,  that 
gentleman  possesses  au  experience  and  judgmeot, 
u  must  be  acknowledged,  which  juatly  cotide 
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him  to  more  than  cammtm  respect  in  this  House. 
We  knoT  there  are  few  od  tius  floor,  or  perbips 
ui  tht  naiiou  at  thu  time,  wbose  opportuDity  and 
apcrieDcej  on  the  sabjeet  of  armies,  bare  been 

aaitl  to  bw.  That  gentlemaa  saw  tlte  want,  he 
la  of  a  regular  and  well  disciplined  force  in 
this  eenntry,  and  belieres  the  present  additional 
force  now  proposed  to  be  raised  proper,  under  the 
present  prospect  of  onr  sfiairs,  as  a  precautionary 
measure.  Now,  all  the  difference  between  the 
gentleman  and  myself  ia,  that  we  thiak  differently 
d  the  times.  War  once  admitted  as  certain,  and 
Ihs  argomeots  mast  be  admitted  as  sonnd;  bat 
tiuit  we  sboald  apprebeod  a  war  of  iavasioo,  and 
^Te  into  the  gentleman's  doctrine  of  expediency 
u  the  present  instance,  is  what,  Mr.  S-  said,  be, 
fur  one,  was  not  prepared  to  do.  He  riewed,  in- 
deed, that  gentleman's  doctrine  about  the  utility 
of  a  weii  disciplined  force  in  the  event  of  «baolate 
war,  as  sonnd  as  the  gospel  tmths  of  St.  Peter, 
«ad  wheaeTcr  he  shoold  trespass  upon  it.  bostUi- 
lia*  none  eomma»eed,  he  sboald  then  perbnps 
atnad  in  need  of  a  confession  ehair ;  hut  no  war 
cxistiBf,  he  wanted  no  precautionary  army.  The 
militia,  be  thought,  would  do  lo  b^in  with. 

Mr.  a.  said,  a  third  gentleman,  from  the  same 
8tate,  (Mr.  Dam  a.)  had  spoken  upon  this  qoestion, 
and  be  feit  it  ■  duty  to  say,  that  he  had  not  only 
done  hii  motires  and  observations  justice,  but  the 
sabject  itself.  He  coold  at  least  say,  that  the  view 
that  gentleman  bad  taken  of  the  present  situation 
of  our  afiairs,  had  been  more  interesting  to  htm 
than  that  of  any  other  who  bad  gone  before  him. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  .Campbell) 
bftd  said  that  he  could  not  comprehend  the  lo^ic 
•f  some  of  those  gentlemen  opposed  lo  the  bill. 
Sappoaiog  the  allusion.  Mr.  S.  said,  intended  for 
hizB,  be  coald  return  the  compliment.  [Mr.  C. 
asked  Uave  to  explain,  and  said  be  had  not  meant 
to  mf  aaylhing  about  the  gentkman*s  logic] 
Tbea  Mr.  S.  said  the  allusion  most  have  been  to 
■DOM  other ;  but  he  might  nevertheless  say,  that 
Ihe  Motleman  had  nsed  arguments  which  he 
eoald  not  comprehend  in  any  way.  The  arga- 
■mil  was  Uiat  the  proposed  troops  were  not  an 
aJditioMl  sttuidiog  army,  and  that  all  arjiumeots 
against  it  assoch  most  therefore  cease.  Now  we 
know  that  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  who 
as  well  ttndeisiands  subjects  of  this  hind  as  any 
olber  ia  the  House,  probably  better^  admits  it  to 
ba  a  staoding  force,  and  as  such  means  to  ^Ive  it 
his  Toie^  If  not  a  standing  army,  what  is  it? 
That  it  is  not  a  militia  army  all  most  admit. 
That  gentleman  also  has  told  us  that  our  ar^- 
acnta  are  iirged  against  these  troops  as  iocoasist* 
«nt  with  zepablieanism ;  that  such  was  the  scope 
■of  obeervations  cannot  be  denied.  .  They  were 
certainly  so  intended,  but  it  waa  as  e«taio  that 
h*  had  dealt  in  none  of  theie  tMR«^  or  the  sobdi- 
▼ision  of  ismt.  He  bad  done  all  be  eoidd,  he 
woald  confess,  to  inculcate  the  good  old  doctrine 
of  wuHtuKMrn,  but  he  bad  not  even  used  that  term 
mhen  he  was  before  ap. 

A  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  EIpfes)  had, 
in  a  manoer  as  haadsome  as  correct,  accumulated 
■and,  »yhibiied  to  oar  view  the  autravated  insolts 
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we  have  suffered  from  both  tl|e  belligereots,  aod 
to  what  couclusioa  dees  be  briog  as  ?  Not  lo  war, 
as  a  kind  of  inevitable  result;  but  to  this  bi^ 
this  additional  standing  fbrce,  as  necessary  for  oar 
defence  Now,  if  defence  is  all,  I  cannot  see  iba 
least  use  in  this  army.  Weare  safer  withwit  if, 
if  war  b  not  intended  to  employ  it  when  raised. 
That  war  seems  not  to  be  the  intention.  I  per* 
ceive  with  pleasure,  tboagh  we  have  ample  cause 
for  war  if  we  choose  so  to  consider  it. 

I  alluded  to  Qeneral  Sumter,  the  venerable  de* 
fender  the  militia,  as  having  voted  for  the  bill 
under  the  momentary  pressure  of  the  times,  the 
negotiation  having  just  broken  off;  but  that  he 
was  not  at  this  particular  juncture  willing  to  sea 
the  bill  pass.  Something  of  a  calm  having  en- 
sued, the  prospect  from  Europe  not  being  un- 
promising  as  to  a  change  in  their  policy  with 
respect  to  the  United  States,  I  ibiok  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  pass  it  in  snne  one  of  the  last  daya 
of  the  session. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  then  made  and  nega* 
lived— Ayes  34. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WilUaks  said  it  was  extremely  aft- 
pleasant  10  him  to  have  to  address  the  Hoaae  at 
this  time;  but  be  had  beett<so  much  misunder- 
stood,, that  he  must  make  a  few  observations,  and 
he  wished  he  could  get  the  House  into  a  dispo^ 
tion  to  hear  him ;  though  be  was  much  obliged 
to  a  E;eotleman  before  him  who  bad  just  observed 
that  he  should  heat  him  with  pleasure. 

I  have  also  a  motive  for  rising  now  different 
from  that  of  defending  myself.  It  is  to  joia 
against  a  deaunciaiion  of  doctrines  on  this  floor 
which  I  have  considered  as  the  acme  of  political 
correctness.  1  have  seen  a  Message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  containing  the  true  doc- 
trines of  democracy:  and  it  is  a  matter  of  sar- 
prise  to  me  that  gentlemen  should  hear  sneh  doe- 
trines  so  often  slnrred  at  and  remata  silent.  I 
rise  to  enter  my  vote  that  I  bare  not,  as  one  ot 
the  majority,  reoonnced  them.  So  moeb  for  tha 
observations  of  the  gentlemen  from  Conneoticat 
and  Massachusetts. 

I  have  been  misunderstood  in  my  observation* 
as  to  the  general  policy  of  this  measure.  My  ob< 
jection  to  the  bill  is,  that  you  can  maintain  nei- 
ther system,  if  you  maintain  both  together.  Can 
you  maintain  armies  and  embargoes  at  the  same 
time?  It  appears  evident  that  the  House  is  di»- 
posed  for  peace.  I  applaud  the  disposition  in  con- 
sequence of  the  change  of  circumstances.  I  am 
for  pursuing  this  course  of  neutrality;  but  if  gen- 
tlemen will  have  armiei^  let  us  have  armies  of 
some  service,  not  5.000  troojWj  who  cannot  defend 
one  sioele  vnlneratde  point  if  terioasly  alucked. 
If  this  be  year  policy,  away  with  the  embargo; 
you  cannot  sopport  it.  I  think  a  great  deal  dna 
to  qnanimity  in  this  ease,  and  perhaps  I  might  go 
over  to  gentlemen,  if  they  will  only  let  us  know 
what  these  men  are  to  do?  Are  they  for  war  or 
peace?  None  of  yonr  half-way  measures.  Cien- 
tlemen  are  pleased  to  use  witticisms ;  which  is 
always  the  forlorn  hope  when  they  are  hard  ma 
for  argument.  I  am  opposed  to  half'way  meo^ 
ares;  1  am  no  "quid."   Whatever  system  I  pa^ 

Digilized  Dy  GooqIc 


AddUianal  Ai-my. 


9009 


mSTOKT  OP  OOKOIIBSS. 


ILofR. 


I  wish  to  go  Dp  to  the  bub  with  it.  If  it  be 
peaee,  let  us  hare  tt ;  if  war,  let  a*  go  directly  to 
Ilk*  object. 

A  gentleman  from  North  CaToliaa  (Mr.  W. 
Alston)  was  so  kind  as  lo  go  out  of  his  yray  to 
rilow  that  my  seDitDieiHs  and  my  vote  are  at  ra- 
riaoce.  I  am  thankful  to  my  colleagae  before  me 
(Mr.  Taylob)  for  his  reply  to  himi  on  the  other 
band,  I  will  thank  the  genileman  to  take  the  let- 
ter of  Champagny  home  with  him,  and  consult  it 
•t  his  leisare.  The  gentleman  was  kind  enough 
to  take  care  of  the  State  of  which  I  am  a  Repre- 
aentaiive,  and  to  tell  me  that  Charleston  is  io  dan- 
ger in  time  of  peace.  She  wants  none  of  these 
creatures,  sir;  they  will  be  of  no  service  to  her. 
They  hare  been  the  conductors  of  foul  dishonor 
to  our  Qovemment.  Have  you  forgot  the  Driver 
aloopofwar?  There  was  no  navy  concerned  in 
that  business  j  it  arose  from  your  Peace  Establish- 
ment We  went  no  troops  at  Chaiieston  in  times 
of  peace ;  if  you  are  going  lo  drlre  na  to  war,  do 
not  tell  na  of  your  6,000  men.  The  same  gentle- 
man told  me  if  I  bad  attended  to  the  aKuments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  I  shoulil  bare 
perceived  the  occasion  for  these  troops.  I  did 
attend  to  that  gentleman,  and  his  argoments  went 
to  prove  that  tlie  gentleman  himseTt  varied  from 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina;  for  one 
wanted  the  troops  for  the  Western  country,  and 
the  other  for  the  seacoasis.  If  both  gentlemen 
are  right,  it  proves  my  position,  that  we  want 
more  than  6,000  men;  for  if  we  want  6,000  for 
each,  we  want  twice  6,000  for  both.  If  one  of  the 
gentlemen  be  correct,  the  other  is;  if  neither  is 
itnrect^  we  want  no  troops  at  alt 

A  gentleman  (Mr.  Macon)  from  whom  I  differ 
with  more  pain  than  from  any  other,  a  steidy, 
uniform,  and  ondeviating  patriot,  has  made  tome 
obaervations  which  prove  the  same  as  thosa  of 
his  Golleagtte,  that  for  rallying  points  be  should 
certainly  vote  for  more.  Look  at  tfaoee  sites  which 
Wt  have  appropriated  a  million  to  fortify,  to  say 
votbiag  of  the  Western  country  i  when  you  dis- 
tribute these  6,000  men  among  them  and  other 
points,  good  Lord  deliver  us  from  such  a  protec- 
tion as  they  will  afford!  The  gentleman  from 
North  Car(uina  said  I  was  wrong  in  not  laying 

Sprofet  oa  the  table.  Ha  was  wrong  in  part, 
e  course  which  I  wish  to  pursue  is  on  the  table. 
1  would  class  the  militia,  arm  them,  and  keep  on 
tbe  embargo.  1  would  do  more;  I  woald  pass 
laws  on  the  principles  on  which  the  British  ma-, 
line  has  flourished.  With  the  embargo  law  and 
Ae  latter  I  would  treat,  and  then  your  Ministers 
Woald  not  act  the  part  of  beggars ;  and  with  the 
tMber  I  wontd  fight.   That  is  mj-  system. 

I  beard  a  gentleman  with  serionsness  say,  io 
MDclave,  that  the  times  were  critical  and  peri* 
]M8{  that  the  whole  world  was  in  arms  against 
vs.  Is  this  made  public,  and  then  do  you  talk  of 
a  national  defence  by  6,000  men  7  Can  it  be  be- 
lieved that  there  is  anything  serioue  io  this?  I 
4o  not,  eannot  believe  it.  The  bill  is  very  pron- 
«rly  framed.  It  is  a  Peace  EstaUisbment  bill ; 
tbtre  is  no  nattonai  defenee  abwt  it ;  it  ia  a  atand- 
infanny. 


Ami,  1806* 


TbegeDlleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  RumoLn) 
does  not  like  this  embargo  quite  as  well  as  I  da 
Bat,  as  able  as  he  ia^  be  will  find  it  nry  diffieoll 
to  tell  how  it  is  to  operate  on  ^ranee  withouto^ 
crating  on  En^nd ;  nor  will  it  operate  on  Engx 
land  luoae ;  for,  if  your  merchants  had  been  is 
honest' as  your  planters,  the  West  Indies  wonld 
have  been  already  starved.  Only  bold  on  to  the 
embargo;  it  must  produce  someihing.  The  Brit- 
ish may  throw  some  few  supplies  into  the  isUadi} 
the  French  caaaot,  and  they  have  no  means  of 
subsistence  but  by  America. 

I  did  not  say  that  the  embargo  would  answer 
all  purposes.  It  will  answer  no  purpose  if  yon 
raise  armies.  You  must  lift  it  when  your  re- 
sonrees  are  cut  off.  When  the  springs  of  year 
cash  are  dried  up,  you  mlist  fioa  resoarces.  I 
would  be  glad  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Mrana  would  tall  ns  what  an 
oor  waya  and  menns  whra  onr  rfesourees  are  cM 
off  and  caA  gone.  There  is  a  bit  of  a  sedirion 
law-~^he  bill  to  punish  oonspiracy  to  commit  trea* 
SOB— on  your  taUe;  I  thought  the  thing  was  rick- 
ety and  could  not  live;  you  will  soon  bate  food 
enough  for  it ;  you  will  nave  an  alien  taw ;  nsy, 
it  is  on  the  table  already — the  bill  (o  amend  the 
naturalization  laws.  What  comes  next?  Asiamp 
act  and  direct  taxes,  I  suppose.  If  peace,  let  oi 
know  it ;  if  war,  do  not  conceal  it.  1  would  drain 
the  Treasury  for  the  sake  of  holding  on  the  em- 
bargo; or,  raise  an  army,  and  like  a  vast  bHIow 
sweep  our  enemies  from  oor  land. 

The  Spbakbh  having  pot  the  question  on  the 
title,  to  wit:  "A  bill  to  raise  an  additiooal  Uili- 
tary  force ;" 

Mr.  Blount  said  that  he  bad  Toted  in  the  mi- 
nority on  the  vote  for  recommitment,  as  be  hid 
some  doubt  whether  the  bill  contained  a  poutive 
limitation  as  to  the  duration  of  the  force.  He 
had  voted  for  the  hill  under  the  idea  that  it  wu 
a  temporary  force,Bnd  that  it  could  be  so  expressed 
in  the  title.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  amwnd  tbe 
title  so  as  to  read  "An  act  to  raise  troops  for  the 
present  defence  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  should  be  reloeuiai  to 
oppose  this  motion  if  made  bya  gentleman  opposed 
to  recommitment ;  still  more  so  when  made  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  sufficiently  accommodating 
to  bare  consented  to  enable  them  to  remedjr  tbe 
defect  in  the  bill ;  but  he  submitted  it  to  the  gen* 
ileman,  when  the  bill  was  not  in  subeianoe  ^tt 
which  he  wished  it  to  be,  whether  it  weald  be 
proper,  by  a  sort  cd*  miooomer,  to  give  the  bill  a 
new  title,  pnrporting  to  be  that  wfaicb  in  fact  it 
was  not.  This  would  be  sailiag  under  false  kpt- 
lative  eolora.  He  htfned,  and  aincefely  trusted, 
that  h«  ftiend  from  North  Carolina  would  not 
suppose  that  he  meaot  to  impute  anything  im- 
proper to  him ;  but  the  title  now  expmsed  what 
the  bill  was;  and  tbe  only  way  to  get  at  tbe  ob- 
ject, after  they  were  satisfied  that  the  fathers  of 
the  political  church  were  against  ihera,  was  to 
move  to  recommit  it,  and  tbeo  send  it  back  loibe 
Senate;  for  he  hoped  to  God  that  this  bill  would 
not  pass,  as  be  had  known  bills  passed,  relying 
upon  the  Senate  to  amend  ii.  Ha  bi^ed  tbia 

Digilized  by  GooQle 


AdtUtdfHil  Am^ 


mSTORT  OF  CONaRBSS. 


206d 


ArVL,  1808. 


H.  OF  R. 


Hoase  would  not  do  wroDg  tlMt  otbeu  might  put 
right  that  which  they  had  aoae  wroog.  H«  could 
teve  no  intnat  ia  dimiDisbing  the  rery  imall 
niaoritf  on  tba  passage  of  thia  bill,  and  yet  l^e 
edoneoe  had  pointed  oat  (rceommitmeat)  would 
MBse  aoeh  a  diminutioo,  beeaaae,  except  the  gen- 
temcD  from  North  and  Somh  Carolina,  (Messrs. 
SruroBD  and  D.  R.  Williams,)  and  himself, 
Bot  a  single  man  had  objected  to  the  bill  on  prin- 
ciple. It  ii  very  late  in  the  day,  and  I  am  tired ; 
yet,  if  this  motion  be  pressed,  I  must  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  it,  though  I  do  not  wish  to  de- 
tain the  HoDse;  for  I  am  as  anxious  to  get  out  of 
it,  now  and  forever  I  was  going  to  say.  u  any  one. 
The  gemlemen  from  North  Carolina  has  seen  the 
defect  in  the  bill,  and  wishes  to  remedy  it  by  an 
ameodnieat  of  the  title.  You  are  going  to  do  by 
this  bill  wtMt  you  hare  done  in  tne  case  of  the 
ambargo;  lo  put  a  great  power  in  the  hands  of 
the  Pretideoi.  that  you  may  ask  him  to  give  it 
back  if  he  will.  If  he-does  not  please,  you  must 
AH  the  eonaent  of  two-ibirds  of  eaeh  House  to 
uft  the  embtrga  1  believe  sach  powers  as  these 
MTcr  weie  trusted  to  one  man  by  any  free  people. 
It  is  bad  enough  to  lay  taxes  withoal  limit;  out 
to  raise  armies  without  limits  is  really  a  much 
more  serious  thing  than  that ;  and  no  man  can 
doubt  that  thiii  is  an  army  without  limitation  to 
time.  Do  not  tell  us  about  the  term  of  enlist-' 
meat:  the  Eagtish  army  is  always  enlisted  for  a 
term  of  years,  but  it  is  continued  in  perpetuum 
by  gradual  enlistments.  If  there  be  a  radical  de- 
uctin  the  bill,  I  hope  it  will  be  recommitted,  as 
it  ought  to  bare  been  before.  1  must  ask  for  the 
yni  and  nays  upon  the  motion,  to  bare  it  dis- 
tiactly  shown  that  I  was  not  one  of  those  wbo 
ditisteaed  the  babe  over  again,  by  a  name  which 
does  not  comport  with  its  parentage  or  birth. 

BIr.  Dama  suggested  the  propriety  of  amending 
the  uncndaieDt  so  as  to  read  "  for  the  Jitlure  de- 
fence" instead  of  "  the  pretent  defence  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  He  thought  it  would  be  more  cod- 
fitna^  to  the  character  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Blodht  said  bis  object  was  to  express  the 
T»w  vith  which  he  had  voted  for  the  bill.  The 
title  wu  not  dram  by  himself,  but  handed  lohiu 
by  a  gentlemao,  who,  in  all  legislative  matters, 
wucorrecL  He  regretted  that  the  bill  had  not 
Men  recooimitted ;  but  there  was  now  no  aller- 
natirctir  be  did  not  move  a  new  title  to  it,  he 
could  Bot  express  the  views  with  which  be  voted 
■or  it-  it  was  not  sailing  under  fabe  colors,  as  the 
^otlfmsn  had  chosen  to  term  it ;  for  the  inten- 
of  himself  and  his  friends  was  to  provide  a 
wee  wliieh  would  enable  as  to  punish  the  next 
u^tor  act  of  hostility,  whether  from  England 
Of  Fiance.  He  joined  the  gaitleman  in  the  call 
wtheycastnd  nayajaod  tboogh  the  gentleman 
BBd  voted  in  so  small  a  minority,  he  hoped  asuffi- 
mol  aumber  of  genileioen  would  be  found  in  the 
noose  williog  to  indulge  him  in  that  call. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  be  bad  voted  for  this  motion  as 
>  iiandiog  regular  force,  and  be  was  perfectly 
fatiified  with  the  bill.  He  had  no  idea  of  6ght- 
iBg  under  false  colors. 

Th«  yeas  and  naya  wen  uow  (bImu  on  the  pas- 


sace  of  the  bill,  and  stood— yeas  9S^  nays  16,  aa 

follows : 

YsAS — ^Evan  Alsxsnder,  Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis 
Alston,  it..  Eakiel  Bsoon,  David  Bid,  Barwell  Ba»- 
iett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  William  Blaefcledge,  John 
Blake,  jr.>  Thonss  Blount,  Adam  Btnrd,  Jdin  Boyle, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WilUam  Batlert 
Joseph  Cslhoon,  George  W.  Campbell,  Geoige  Clin- 
ton, jr.,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook, 
Jobii  Colpepper,  Bicbard  Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
John  Dawson,  Josiah  Deane,JoMph  Desbs,  Daniel  M. 
Durell.  Jas.  Elliot,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findley, 
James  Fi^,  Mesh«ck  Franklin,  Francis  Gardner,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyu,  Isaiah  L.  Green.  John  Uania,  Jelgi 
Heister,  William  Helms,  JamesHolland,DavidHohnea, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Hnm^reys,  Daniel  Daley, 
John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,- 
Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William 
McCreery,  William  Milnor,  Daniel  Montgmnery,  jon., 
John  Montgomeiy,  Niebolss  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Mom, 
John  M«TOw,  TboiDBa  Newton,  WBsob  C.  NiohelM^ 
John  Porter,  Jobn  Pogh,  Josiah  Qoiney,  John  Rbea 
of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Ridiards,  Matthias  Bidiards,  Sam* 
uel  R^ker,  John  Rosaell,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smili^ 
Jedediab  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southazd,  .WUUara  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  Bei^ 
min  Tsllmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Abram 
Trigg,  George  M.  Troop,  James  L  Van  Allen,  Philip. 
Van  Cortlandt,  Killtan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Jesse  Wbax- 
ton,  Isaac  Wilbonr,  Marmaduke  Willianis,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  James  Witherell. 

Nats — EpaphrodituB  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  WilUam  Ely,  James 
M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hoge,  Jonathan  O. 
Mosely,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jon.,  John  Randolph,  James 
Sloan,  Richard  Stanford,  Samuel  Taggart,  Daniel  C. 
Verplanck,  and  David  B.  WiUiams. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  BLotmr,  that 
the  title  be,  "  An  act  to  raise  troops  for  the  de^ 
fence  of  the  United  States  against  the  impending 
danger:"  Whereupon,  a  motion  wu  made  bf 
Mr;  STANroRD.  to  amend  the  proposed  title  of 
the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  word  "troops,"  and 
inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "a  standing 
army:"  And  theqaestion  being  put  thereapon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Randolpb,  to 
amend  the  said  title,  by  inserting  after  the  words 
"  to  raise,**  the  following  words,  "  for  an  unlimited 
time :"  on  the  qurstioo  to  agree  lo  the  said  amend- 
ment, it  passed  in  the  negative.  The  question 
was  then  taken  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the 
title  as  originally  proposed  by  Mr.  Blount,  and' 
passed  in  the  negative — yeas  38,  naya  S3,  as  fol- 
lows; 

YiiB— Barwell  Bassett,  William  Blacktedge,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bloont.  William  A.  Barwell,  Geo. 
W.  Campbell.  John  Cktpton,  Orchaid  Cock,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Jomab  Deane,  Joanph  Desha, 
Jobn  W.  Eppesf  James  Fi»k,  Meehadt  Franklin,  Fe- 
terscm  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  (^een,  James  Jiolland, 
David  Holmes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  NaAaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Daniel  Mantgomeiy,  jan.,  John  Mont- 
goaosiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^  Thomas  Moore.  Jeramiah 
Monow,  John  Morrow,  Thomaa  Newton,  Wilson  C. 
NicMas,  John  Portw^  Jasob  Richards,  John  Snulie, 
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Suntul  Smith,  JeMB  Whirton,  Imm  Wflbour,  AUz- 
■ndw  IVilMo,  uiii  Kchud  Wian. 

NlTi — ^Etbd  Al«xuiiler,  LemaelJ.  AUton, 'WflUi 
Abton,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Ban),  Wm.  W.  B^U^ 
Adam  Boyd,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Martin 
Chittenden,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  Culpepper,  Sam- 
oel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Daniel  M.  Durell, 
IVilliam  Ely,  William  Findley,  Francis  Gardner, 
Jamei  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Harra,  John 
Heister,  William  Helma,  Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel 
XU^,  Jnhn  G.  Jackson  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kirk- 
Mtndi,  John  Lambert,  Matthew  Lprim,  Joiiah  Maaten, 
William  Milnor,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jon.,  Joauh  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of  Tennesaee,  John  Kub- 
«ell,  James  Sloan,  Denqis  Smelt,  Jedediah  K.  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  William  Stedman, 
Clement  Storer,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor, 
George  M.  Troup,  James  I.  Van  Allen,  Philip  Van 
Cortlandt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  David  R.  William*, 
Manuaduke  Williams,  and  James  Witherell. 

A  motioQ  was  then  made  hy  Mr.  Blount,  (hat 
the  title  of  the  said  bill  be  '*  An  act  to  raise,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  additioaal  military  force:"  and 
CD  the  question  to  agree  to  the  aarae,  it  was  re 
solved  in  the  affinnatire— yeu  58,  nays  29,  as 
follows : 

Tkab — Lemuel  J.  Alabm,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiel 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwel)  Baatett,  William  Black- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd, 
Wuliam  A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W. 
Campbell,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook.  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Jonah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M. 
Durell,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  rindley,  James  Fisk, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwni,  Isaiah  L. 
Green,  John  Heister,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  G.  Jackson, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kirk- 
patriek,  John  Lambert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, WilUsDi  McCnety,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
iL  Moore,  Thoa.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Mor- 
row, Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  John 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John 
Taylor,  Jas.  f.  Van  Allen,  Daniel  C.  Vendanck,  Jesse 
Wharton,  Isaac  Wilboor,  Alezandn  Wilson,  and 
James  Witherell. 

Nats— WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WUliam  Butler,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Colpepper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  Francis  Gardner,  James 
M.  Garnett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Harris,  William  Helms, 
Wniiam  Hoge,  Matthew  Ljon,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Jo^ah  Qaingr,  JobiT  Randolph,  John  Rowan,  James 
Sloan,  Richara  Stanford,  William  Stedman,  Clement 
Storer,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabez  Upham,  David  R. 
Williams,  Mannadoke  WiUUm^  and  Richard  Winn. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  Hoase 
do  lecoDsider  tbcir  vote  oa  the  passage  of  th^  said 
bill)  as  amended ;  and  on  tfaeqaestion  for  recoo- 
ridcratlon,  it  passed  in  the  n^ttre— yeas  25,  nays 
60,  as  follows: 

Tus— Evan  Alexander,  William  W.  Bibb,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  John  Cul- 
pepper, Samuel  W.  Dana,'WiIUam  Ely,  Francis  Gard- 
ner, James  M.  Gamett,  Edwin  Gray,  John  Harris, 
William  Hoge,  Walter  Jones,  Robert  Marion,  Daniel 
Montgoinery,  jr.,  Thomas  Moore,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
J<dui  Randoljji,  John  Rowan,  Jamee  Stecn,  SMnpel 


Smith.  Richard  Stanil^  Danid  0.  Verj^an^  sai 
David  R.  WilUanu. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  David 
Ban),  Burwelt  BaaseU,  WUliam  BUoUedge,  Ma 
Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Hoyi,  WtlliatB  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Gearys  W. 
Campbell,  Orchard  Cook,  Richaxd  Cults,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  JdkiL  Dawson,  Joaiah  Deane,  Darnel  M.  Do- 
rell,  John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findley,  James  Rik, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isuah  L 
Green,  John  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  HoSaad, 
David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Uiley,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  Lambert,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  William  McCreeiy,  John  Mon^:oineiy, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Samud  Hi- 
ker, John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
William  Stedman,  Clement  Stnrcv,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  Georp  M.  T^raap,  James  L  Vaa 
Allen.  Jesse  Wharton,  Isaac  Wilboor,  Abnatduka 
WillUms,  Alejunder  WilKm,  Kichard  Winn*  aai 
James  WldierdL 

Fbidat  April  8. 
On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Stanford,  that  the 
Honse  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Haobied,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  af 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this 
House  how  far  the  present  plan  of  the  Cit^  of  Wiih- 
ingtoo,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  public  buildiogi 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  can  he  so  modified  or 
altered,  or  other  measures  taken,  as  shall  tend  both  to 
promote  the  convenience  of  the  CNtvernment,  and,  at 
the  same  tine,  the  fiitnre  growth  and  prosperity  of 
the  City : 

And  on  the  question  that  th«  Hotise  do  bow 
proceed  to  take  the  said  proposed  reaolatioa  iato 
consideration,  it  passed  in  the  negatire. 

Mr.  WiLBOUR  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
freemen  of  the  town  of  Newport,  in  the  ^urf 
Rhode  Island,  praying  that  aiich  measures  may 
be  adopted  for  the  defence  of  the  port  and  harbor 
of  Newport,  as  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  shall 
deem  proper.— Referred  to  Mr.  Wilboub,  Mr. 
Q,DtNor,  Mr.  McGbbert,  Mr.  Nbwtom,  and  Mr. 
Marion  ;  to  examine  and  teporl  tbcir  opinion 
thereupon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Newtom,  frota  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  scTeral  memorials  and  petitions  of%undry 
merchants,  traders,  aod-farmers,  on  the  Roanoke 
and  Casbie  rivers,  in  the  State  of  Nortfa  C^ro- 
lioaj  of  sundry  merchants,  pilots,  and  other  in* 
habitants  of  the  counties  of  Charles  and  St.  Ma- 
ry's  in  the  Sute  of  Marvland,  and  of  the  pilots 
of  Chesapeake  bay,  and  Potoroae  rirer,  reported 
a  bill  to  make  Pljrinooth,  tn  North  Carolina,  a 
port  of  entry,  antf  to  change  the  name  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Nanjemojr  to  that  of  St.  Mary's;  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  House  ajjain  reaolred  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  bill  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads;  and,  after  s<Hne  time  spent 
therein,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr  Rbbs.  said  h«  had  heard  nuiek  loese  f«w 

Google 


HISTOET  OF  00N6EESS. 


20M 


Apart.,  180& 


pa«t  resppctingf  the  e<niniercial  ortlen  and 
decrees  of  the  European  Powers ;  these  had  do 
doubt  bpen  all  published  in  fhe  newspapers,  bnt 
he  qoeslinned  whether  ibej  were  distinctly  known 
or  had  ever  b?en  considered  coltectivelf.  He 
therefore  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Boohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  Stais  do  transmit 
Ip  lliie  Honaa  authentic  cities  of  the  aerersl  accredited 
dacumenta  which  may  be  in  his  office,  and  which  do 
•eotain  arUdea  of  treatiea,  commercial  oilers  and  reg- 
■latioMj  and  orders  and  decrees  of  blockade,  affecting 
the  conuaeroe  of  the  Unitad  Statea,  which  may  have 
heea  raapaetively  nuda.  or  issued  by  the  Governments 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  at  any  time  since  the 
year  one  thouaand  seven  bundled  and  ninety,  exclu- 
atvdy  of  traatiaa  to  which  the  Unilad  Stataa  are  a 

The  resolotion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  bill  for  transjtortation  by  mail  of  the  doc- 
smenta  aeeompanying  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  tbe  United  States  went  tbroogh  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed ffff  a  third  reading.  .  It  was  afterwards 
passed  withoDt  a  dhrision. 

Mr  Rahdolpb  moved  that  the  House  go  into 
a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  on  the  bill  makine 
aD  apprnpriation  for  arming  the  whole  bodjr  oT 
the  militia.— Negatived,  39  to  38. 

THE  EMBARGO. 
Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  it  appeared  to  be 
anderstood  that  the  session  was  drawing  lo  a  close  j 
tDd  dnring  the  recess  it  was  at  least  possible  that 
nieh  a  change  might  take  place  in  (he  eondact  of 
the  belligerent  Powers  as  might  justify  tbe  sus- 

Eension  of  the  law  laying  an  embargo,  and  there- 
f  remove  from  the  citizens  of  this  country  the 
pressure  under  which  they  now  labor  in  conse- 
qnence  of  that  law.   As  he  conceived  it  very  im- 

SDrtaot  to  the  nation  thar  the  moment  it  could  be 
one  with  propriety  such  pressure  should  be  re- 
moved, be  considered  it  proper  that  Coogresa  be- 
fore they  adjourned  should  determine  the  events 
or  contingencies  upon  which  that  law  should  be 
soapended,  and  also  that  they  should  vest  in  the 
Executive,  under  certain  restriciions,  a  power  to 
suspend  tbe  operation  of  that  law  upon  such 
CTents  having  taken  place  as  Congress  should 
eoneeive  wonld  authorize  such  suspension  til!  tbe 
next  session.  This  might  prevent  the  call  of 
Congress  at  an  improper  lime  of  the  year,  or  a 
time  when  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  to  meet. 
In  order  to  bring  tbe  subject  before  the  Honse,  he 
heeged  leave  to  submit  to  their  consideration  the 
fouowiog  resolution : 

SUaohed,  That  in  tbe  event  of  such  peace  or  sna- 
pennm  (tf  hostilities  between  tbe  belligerent  Powers 
Europe,  or  of  such  chaQges  in  their  measuTes  af- 
ibetiog  neatral  commerce,  as  may  render  that  of  tbe 
United  States  sufficiently  safe,  in  tbe  judgment  of  the 
Prendent  of  tbe  United  States,  he  ought  to  be  author- 
ized  by  law  to  suspeDd  the  act "  laying  an  embargo  on 
sJI  ■hipe  and  vesaeb  in  Ae  ports  and  hatbors  of  tiie 
17B>t«d  States,"  and  Ae  aeveral  acta  supplementary 
dkoreto,  under  attcfa  ezeeptlona  and  restrictions  the 
wiMif  interest  and  drauMtaneaa  of  the  ease  may  re- 
f^wi  FntiM,  Thai  mAvmttwi^  shall aofeek- 


H.opR. 


tend  .beyead  — >—  d^s  after  the  iwyniiKiaiwiniiil  of  tha 
next  session' of  Conpces. 

Mr.  Rbea,  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table;  ne- 
gatived, a^es  13. 

On  motmn  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  it  wars  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  with- 
out a  division,  and  made  the  order  of  the  daf  for 
to-moriow. 


Saturday,  April  9. 

Mr.  Ilslet,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  fifth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  authorize  and 
empower  tbe  President  of  the  United  States  to 
ezcnange  (he  lands  whereon  the  fort  and  battery 
now  stand  in  the  town  of  Portland,  for  laodi 
more  suitable  for  fortification  and  the  protection 
of  said  harbor  and  town  of  Portland,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine;  which  was  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mondajr 
next.   ^  i 

Mr.  Jerbuiah  nloBROwpresented  two  petitions 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  pmjr-' 
ing,  for  reasons  therein  set  forth,  that  ferther  and 
reasonable  time  may  be  allowed  them  to  make 
payment  for  the  lands  by  them  respectively  pur- 
chased from  the  United  States.— Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  post  office 
and  post  roads.  Tbe  bill  having  been  goae 
tbroQgh,  was  reported  lo  the  House. 

ARMmO  THE  MILITIA. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  observed  that  he  koew  ft  yns 
customary  of  late  to  do  eertain  speetes  of  small 
bofvoeas  m  the  early  part  of  the  day ;  but  the  ses- 
sion was  now  drawing  to  a  close,  and  it  was  lit- 
tle more  than  a  mere  matter  of  form  for  gentle- 
men now  to  present  petitions,  as  it  was  scarcely 
possible  to  obtain  reports  on  them.  He  therefore 
asked  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  for  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia ;  and  also  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion,  that  it  misht 
appear  on  tbe  Journals  that  it  wasn-om  no  negwct 
oihis  that  the  bill  had  not  been  taken  up.  Such 
was  his  extreme  indisposition  on  this  day  as  well 
as  veslerday,  that  nothing  but  a  wisli  to  ret  up  the 
bill  could  hare  induced  him  to  come  to  the  House 
these  two  days. 

The  question  on  taking  this  bill  into  eonstder- 
atioo  was  then  decided  oy.yeas  and  nay^-yeas 
41,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

YiAs— WilUam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Mat- 
Aew  Clay.  John  Clopton,  John  Culpepper,  John  Daw- 
son, Joseph  Desha,  James  Elliot,  James  M.  Gamett, 
Edwin  Gray,  John  Harris,  William  Hog«,  David 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  M.  Johnson, Tho- 
mas Kenan,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon, Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion* 
Jostah  Masters,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  Thoows 
Moore,  John  Morrow,  John  Rawlolpb,  John  Rhea  of 
Tsnneaaae,  Jacob  Kdiaida,  John  Rowan,  Saainal 
aaaith,  idm  Bmith,  Bidwrd  Stanibrd,  inhu  Taylor, 
Abram  Tiigg,  Oeorga  M.  Tioop,DaBie(  C.  Ver^uck, 
JesMi  Wharton,  David  R.  Williaou,  AkzaiMUr  WibOBi 
«nd.BiehMd  Win. 
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Nat»— 'WilHi  Abl<m,5r.,  Eieluel  Baoon,  X>avid  Bird* 
JoMph  Barker,  William  Blacklcdge,  Jobn  BUke,  jr., 
llwmu  Blouot,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Joaepb 
CaUtoan,  Orchard  Cook,  Richard  Cotta,  John  Daven- 
port, jr.,  JosiahDeane,  William  Ely,  William  Findley, 
Jamaa  Fiak,  Meshack  Franklin,  Francis  Gardner,  laaiah 
lb  Green,  John  Heister,  Jamea  Holland,  Renben  Hum- 
[dkreyi,  Daniel  Haley,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kirk- 
patrick,  John  Lambert,  William  McOree>7i  William 
Milnori  NieholaaR.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Timothy 
FMdn,  jr.»  Jobn  Po^,  Joiiah  Qmncy,  Matthiaa  Rich- 
•rdi,  Sunnel  Riker,  Jaa.  Sloan,  Jobn  Smilie,  Jedediah 
K.  Snuth,  William  Stedman,  Clement  Storer,  liewia 
B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Jdm  Thompson  James  I.  Van  Allen,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Whitehill,  Isaac  Wilbonr,  and 
James  Witherell. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  the'  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  just  made,  on  the  bill  for 
altering  and  eslablishiog  certain  post  roads. 

There  being  great  difficulty  in  retaining  a  quo* 
ruin  within  the  bar,  and  the  report  oot  having 
been  gone  throagh;  after  repeated  motions  for 
adjonrnmeot,  one  of  which  waa  taken  by  yeas 
ud  nays,  the  Houaeat  length  adjourned,  35  to  30, 

Monday,  April  11. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Home 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their 
respective  Houses  on  Monday,  the  twenty-fifUi 
day  of  April  instant;  to  which  tb^  desire  the 
concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  foregoing 
resolution  of  the  Senate;  and  the  same  being  read 
was  agreed  to  by  the  Huuse. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
ittdtiDg  provision  for  registering  certain  claims  to 
land  lying  tn  the  State  of  Tennessee;"  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  Honse. 

The  bill  mentioned  in  the  message  was  twice 
read  tnd  eodimitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads;  and 
the  same  being  again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table, 
was  farther  amended,  and,  together  with  the  said 
amendments,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the 
third  time  to-mortow. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  INDIANA  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  Lyon,  from  the  committee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  petitions  of  the  people  of  the  counties 
of  Randolph  and  St.  Clair,  in  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory, made  the  following  report: 

Hut  the  petiUooera  state  many  hardships  inoonve- 
nienees,  ana  privations,  as  wrtl  as  the  diseooragement 
of  emignration  into  their  conntry,  snder  wfaidi  they  labor 
in  consequence  of  a  connexion,  whkh  they  call  unnat- 
ural, between  the  tw«  very  distant  aetttementa,  whose 
oenntry,  by  the  compact  betwven  the  United  GttiAea  and 
the  State  of  Virginia,  is  ordained  to  constitute  two  sep- 
onte  and  distinct  States. ' 

Among  th«  disadvantages,  they  stals  that  the  inhabt. 


tants  of  their  two  large  and  pepoiona  oonnties  an  iqIh 
ject  to  be  called  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  to  one 
hundred  and  fif^  miles  through  a  wiiderDcsB,  (whkh, 
for  want  of  wood  and  living  water,  must  long  remiia 
dreary  and  difficult  to  pass  through,)  to  attend  u  mi- 
tors,  witnesses,  dec,  ae  the  general  coait,  which  ii  held 
at  Vinoennes,  Has  cognizance  of  eveir  matter  in  cos. 
troversy,  exceeding  the  value  of  fifty  wdlsra. 

They  state,  also,  that  the  countjy  which  Is  to  om- 
stitute  the  Eastern  State,  having  three-Sfths  of  the 
representation  in  the  Territorial  Legislature,  with  sH 
the  officers  for  the  administration  of  Uie  TeniloriU 
Government,  appointed  by  the  President  of  tfce  United 
States,  they  who  live  in  the  conntry  which  is  to  om- 
stitute  the  Western  State,  are  oppressed  with  Uxm, 
the  avails  thereof  are  expended  in  the  country  which 
is  to  form  the  Eastern  State,  and  at  Ob  ^scntise  of 
those  over  whom  they  esa  have  ino  emtroL  TheyfRiy 
fbr  a  disKriution  of  this  eonosxhm,  aad  Ae  estahU^ 
ment  of  a  new  Territorial  Ghmnuaent^  consistiDg  of 
the  conntry  which,  by  the  compactr  is  ,dedgaatei  tm 
the  Weslent  Slate,  as  it  is  muked  ontoii  the  Biysf 
the  United  States. 

The  committee,  however,  considering  the  press  of 
important  business  which  must  occnpy  the  attention 
of  the  National  Legislature  during  the  short  time  fn- 
]  posed  for  the  continuance  of  the  session,  the  unpronus- 
ing  aspect  of  our  fiscsl  concerns,  and  narticnlariy  dw 
impt^icy  of  increaaing  the  nomber  of  Territimt  Oov- 
emments  witfaoat  its  being  maniftstly  necsssiiy,  an 
of  opinion  that  it  is  inexfMdient,  at  this  time,  to  past 
the  prayer  of  the  petittoners. 
The  report  warapced  to. 

JUDGE  BBUIN. 
The  SpEAKca  pres^ited  to  the  House  sondrf 
resolutions  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Hoon 
of  Representatives  of  the  Misassippi  Territory, 
instructing  Geosob  Poindsxtgb,  the  Delegate 
in  Congress  from  the  said  Territory,  to  impeach 
Peter  B.  Bruin,  presiding  Judge  of  that  Territory, 
on  the  charges  of  neglect  of  duty,  and  drunkea- 
□ess  on  the  bench;  which  were  read:  Whereupon, 
a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Poindexter  that  tbs 
House  to  come  do  the  following  resolution: 

Rtaolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepat 
and  report  articles  of  impeachment  against  Peter  B. 
Bruin,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
Mississippi  Territoi^ ;  ,and  that  the  said  committee  bsTS 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  records. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTEa  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted;  he  did  not  expect  that  a  committee  codM 
act  on  the  subject  during  this  session  >  but  it  migbt 
be  put  in  a  state  of  progress. 

Mr.  Randolfb  said  he  honed  the  resolnuoi 
would  lie  OB  the  table.  He  bad  heard,  and  he 
was  extremely  sorry  for  it,  that  the  House  had 
concurred,  ailentio^  with  the  Senate  in  their 
agreement  to  the  report  on  the  subject  of  adjouro- 
meot.  If  the  House,  then,  were  bound  by  their 
own  resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  35th,  nothing 
could  be  done  on  the  subject  during  the  present 
session.  He  hoped  not  to  be  considered  a?  opposed 
to  the  resolution;  for  be  trusted  it  would  at  some 
future  time  be  acted  on,  and  was  sorry  that  the 
Conatituiion  of  the  United  States  had  not  pn>> 
vided  a  more  adequate  rei&edy  for  these  acts  of 
offiaw.  li  wotild  be  leauked.  thM  it  was  Mt 
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ynpoMd  tbtt  the  eommittee  shouM  «ct  dariof 
tbe  recess:  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  woold  lie 
on  the  table,  aad  the  House  woald  take  up  meh 
bninRS  m  it  vas  deemed  essential  to  act  oa  dur- 
iagtbe  present  session — such  as  the  bill  for  arming 
Ae  whole  hody  of  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Shilie  wished  to  know  what  groaads  there 
were  for  this  proposition,  before  he  coiueated  to 
{Mstresolotion  declaring  an  opinion. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said  tliat  that  the  paper  which 
Hd  been  laid  before  the  HoUi»,  was  the  resalt  of 
to  iaqoiry  held  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Terri- 
tan.  They  had  said  the  man  was  disqualified, 
and  Mr.  A.  thought  it  was  tbe  best  and  shortest 
way  to  appoint  a  committee  to  report  articles  of 
inpeaehment. 

Mr.  PiTciM  hoped  the  House  wontd  never  de- 
part fma  the  dignified  coarse  which  the  Legisla- 
nre  of  the  Union  ong^t  to  pursue.  A  resotution 
of  the  LegisUture  of  a  State  or  Territory  was  not 
of  itself  saffieicnt  ground  for  a  resolotion  for  im- 
pete  bra  eoL  A  eommittee  should  first  be  appoint- 
ed to  inqaire  into  the  propriety  of  impeaebing. 
Great  respeet  no  doobt  was  doe  to  resoluriona  of 
State  or  Terriiorial  Legislatnrea;  bat  he  did  not 
consider  them  as  cooclusire. 

Mr.  Rbga  said  he  would  vote  for  the  resolution 
00  the  table.  He  drew  a  dlstiuctioo  between  tbe 
Lrgidatnres  of  States  and  of  Territories;  because, 
were  they  to  be  considered  as  equal,  it  might  pro- 
daee  miiehieTOUs  conseqnenees.  In  saylD^  this 
he  did  not  mean  to  derogate  from  the  ponty  of 
the  liegislature,  but  he  did  not  like  this  mode  of 
leiag  bnaineaB.  He  would  ask  whether  the  report 
«f  a  Legislatttrc  voold  be  considered  conclnsire 
cftdenee  of  &ct  ?  Certainly  not ;  for  tbe  House 
would  undoubtedly  call  for  the  erideoee  -on  which 
^t  report  waa  fotinded.  He  remarked  that  be 
kpew  of  no  authority  by  which  a  Territorial  Le- 
giiktare  coold  act  as  a  erand  jury  for  this  Honsej 
who  would  certainly  eali  for  evidence  before  tbey 
appoiBted  a  eommittee  id  prepare  artidea  of  im- 
feachment. 

Mr.  PoiifDExrea  said,  that  at  the  suggestion  of 
(nt^erieueed  gentlemen,  be  had  modified  his  reso* 
laiiw)  by  striking  out  the  words  in  italic,  and  in- 
serfiag  "inquire  into  tbe  erpedieney  of  pefer- 
rine."  He  took  occasion  while  up  to  remark,  that 
be  had  a  very  high  res{>ect  for  the  past  services  of 
thb  veaerable  old-  man,  (Jud^e  Bruin).  He  had 
been  a  patriot, of  tbe  Revolution,  in  tbe  times  that 
tried  inea's  soots.  For  this  Mr.  P.  said  he  vener- 
ued  bim ;  bm  his  faeulties  were  impaired  by  ha- 
mtl  ianncicaticHi  J  be  bad  seen  him  awakened 
*n  the  beach  to  attend  to  bosineBs,  and  fa  five 
n^TCtet  afterward  be  would  relapse  into  sleep. 
varyiaportaBt  caaes  frequently  oeeurred  in  tbene 
ctntu;  and  it  waa  eertainly  necessary,  to  judge 
eerreetly.  that  a  person^  faoutties  should  be  uo- 
impairedi  I  will  not  go  farther  into  explanation, 
«id  Mr.  P.,  but  request  that  the  resolution  may 
pan  for  inquiry;  for  if  it  pass  now,  the  committee 
nay  take  measures  to  procure  evidence  from  the 
Missiskippi  Territory  ia  tine  for  tbe  next  session. 
If  poa^ued  tiU  next  session,  it  cannot  be  acted 
OB  dwrng  that  acasioarUd  Iht  reatilt  will  be  that 
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this  officer  wjH  be  quartered  upon  ua  for  another 
year. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Daha,  (he  reaolutioB 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow. 

OPERATION  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

Mr.  QtUNCT  presented  petitions  from  five  towoa 
in  Massachusetts,  respecting  fish,  siatiog  the  pe- 
culiar distress  under  which  they  labor  from  the 
operation  of  tbe  embargo  ;  that  it  falls  unequally 
upon  that  class  of  citizens  to  which  they  belong; 
that  they  are  tbe  class  least  able  to  bear  it ;  that 
their  soil  is  miserable  and  sandy,  and  that  they 
depend  wholly  upon  the  fishing  business  for  sup- 
port, having  no  other  employment  than  fishing; 
that  to  carry  it  on  with  any  success,  they  should 
have  tbe  right  of  exp(Miaiion,  as  great  part  of  the 
product  of  their  labor  is  consumed  in  foreign  coun- 
tries; thattheeommon  home  consumption  is  much 
reduced  by  the  present  low  price  of  other  artictea 
for  the  support  of  life;  that  tbe  whole  of  tbeii 
product  now  on  hand  is  of  a  perishable  nature, 
and  great  danger  will  arise  in  consequence  of  its 
putrefaction  in  summer;  that  in  their  opinion  iC 
would  be  better  to  lose  part  by  capture  than  to 
lose  the  whole  from  the  denial  of  the  privil^e  of 
exportation.  They  pray,  therefore,  that  they  may 
be  allowed  to  export  iu  forei|;n  ships;  they  con- 
sider that  the  principle  admitted  by  the  permis- 
sion granted  to  vessels  in  ballast  to  bring  home 
property  from  abroad,  applies  here,  as  that  prin- 
ciple was  the  only  mode  of  saving  property,  and 
the  proposed  mode  is  the  only  one  which  may  be 
devised  for  savine  a  valuable  property  in  fish ;  if 
this  be  denied,  they  pray  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  be  allowed  to  buy  their  fish. 

In  connexion  with  these  petition^  Mr.  d.  said; 
be  would  ofi'er  the  following  resolution,  and  would 
preface  it  but  by  one  observadon ;  that  these  pe- 
titions came  from  a  great  nomber  of  tbe  laboring 
class  of  citizens,  stating  that  their  very  subsist- 
ence wa«  at  stake ;  and  that  some  mode  must  be 
devised  by  which  they  may  escape  from  perishing: 

Re$olved,  Thmt  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  peculiar  hardshipr  and  sufferinga 
to  -whiA  the  citizeni  of  the  United  States  immediately 
interested  in  the  fisheries  are  subjected  by  the  various 
acts  laying  an  embargo,  and  that  the  committee  be  in- 
structed to  inquire,  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  re- 
lief ought  to  be  extended  to  them,  and  that  it  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution — 
ayes  72. 

Mr.  Nbwtoh  moved  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
vraa  referred  the  report  on  the  petition  of  certain 
merehants  of  Philadelphia,  praying  for  liberty  to 
export  flaxseed.  He  saw  no  reason  why  a  differ- 
ent direction  should  be  given  to  these  petitions. 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  hoped,  if  tbe  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  persisted  in  his  motion,  that 
it  would  not  be  agreed  to ;  if  for  no  other  reason, 
because  it  contained  a  misstatement.  It  author- 
ized the  appointment  of  a  committee  lo  inquire' 
into  the  ;>ectf/tar  hardship  and  nufleriogs  of  the 
fiahenziea  in  eonaequeuee  of  tbe  embargo ;  when, 
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if  their  condition  nried  from  the  common  lot  at 
all,  it  was,  that  ther  were  peculiarly  farored. 
The  gentleman  from  Alaasachasetta  sorely  did  not 
wish  the  House  to  commit  itself  by  a  declaration 
precisely  the  reverse  of  the  fact}  for  he  was  well 
eonrineed  that  they  were  the  peculiarly  favored 
people. 

Mr.  CluiNCT  said,  that  even  supposing  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  ^otleman  from  South  Carolina 
to  be  (which  he  denied)  correct,  there  was  no  af- 
firmative declaration  contained  in  the  resolution. 
It  went  merely  to  appoiot  a  committee  to  con- 
sider, under  certain  au^Keations  of  certain  petitions, 
whether  there  were  any  neculiar  hardships  on 
that  class  of  citizens.  As  tnisis  a  subject  so  very 
important,  said  Mr.  Q.^  I  must  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments.  I  maintain  that 
there  is  something  peculiar  in  the  situation  of  the 
fishermen  j  and  f  believe  I  can  so  convince  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  with  all  bis  jtrt- 
ludieea  and  preconceived  opinions  oa  this  point. 
The  nature  of  this  kind  of  business  is  in  itself 

G«uliar,  in  this  single  fact;  that  it  is  not  proflta- 
e  to  these  who  carry  it  on,  but  of  immense  im- 
portance to  the  nation.  It  is  not  to  the  individual 
a  profitable  mode  of  employing  his  industry.  The 
reward  of  the  fisherman  is  the  least,  and  his  haz- 
ard the  greatest.  Hrs  recomjpense  is  never  above 
mediocrity.  He  lives  upon  the  seacoast  in  a  shed 
which  scarcely  protects  bim  from  the  storm;  his 
trade  is  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep.  And  what  is 
his  reward?  A  scanty  pittance  from  his  daily 
labor.  The  receipts  from  the  fish  are  merely  an 
income  which  he  spends  with  the  year ;  and  if 
that  perishes  he  has  no  capital  with  which  to 
carry  on  business  and  support  bis  family.  In  order 
to  show  that  I  am  correct,  I  beg  leave  to  read  ex- 
tracts from  a  report  from  the  present  President  of 
the  United  States,  while  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
aobject  of  the  fishing  trade.  Heaays,  "the  cod 
'  and  whale  fisheries,  carried  on  by  different  per- 

*  sons,  from  different  ports,  in  different  vessels,  in 

*  different  seas^  and  seeking  different  markets, 
'  agree  in  one  circumstance,  m  being  as  unpro/Uci- 
'  6u  to  the  adventurer  as  important  to  the  public." 
In  another  part  of  the  same  report  he  says,  ''the 
'  profits  of  the  sales  in  1787-8,  were  too  small  (o 
'  afford  a  living  to  the  fisherman,  and  on  those  of 
'  1789  there  was  snch  a  losses  to  withdraw  thirty- 
<  three  vessels,  of  the  town  of  Marblebead,  alone, 
'from  the  further  pursuit  of  lUs  business;  and 
'  the  apprehension  is^  that,  without  some  public 

*  aid,  those  still  remaining  will  eootinae  to  with- 
'  draw,  and  this  whole  commerce  he  engrossed  by 
'a single  nation.  This  rapid  view  of  theeodfiah- 
'  ery,  enables  oa  to  discern  under  what  policy  it 
'  has  flourished  or  declined  in  other  nations;  and 

*  to  mark  the  fact,  that  it  is  too  poor  a  business  to 
*be  left  to  itself,  even  with  a  nation  the  most  ad- 
'  vaniageously  situated."  Tbus^  though  highly 
advantageous  to  the  public,  it  is  productive  of 
little  or  no  profit  to  the  individual.  Qentlemen 
will  say,  then  why  follow  this  business?  Why 
pursue  this  unprofitable  avocation?  Why  not 
enter  into  some  other  business?  The  nature  of 
their  toil  compels  them  to  pursue  i^  sir  j  it  wsU 
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not  yield  them  sapport.  There  is  aaother  reaasa 
for  it ;  it  is  their  habit ;  the  mode  of  life  wbidi 
they  receive  from  their  fathers.  They  seek  thai 
sabsisteaee  from  the  ocean,  as  moeh  as  the  aea- 
birds  by  plunging  among  the  waves.  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen to  observe  how  the  embargo  acta  on  tbeu 
people,  and  see  whether  the  gentleman  from  SoBth 
Carolina  be  correct ;  and  whether  this  claaa  of  Bca 
are  not  at  least  entitled  tohare  their  petitions  eon* 
sidered,  and  hare  some  way  devised  for  tbeirTe' 
lief,  that  they  may  not  have  their  whole  pioperty 
left  to  perish  on  their  hands.  The  reason  is  so 
simple  as  to  strike  every  gentleman.  Much  of  the 
product  of  the  fisheries  is  destined  for  foreign  and 
but  little  for  interoai  consumption,  and  that  tittle 
now  lessened  from  the  depreciation  in  the  price  of 
flour,  beef,  and  pork,  in  consequeace  <tf  the  co- 
bargo.  The  external  conanmpiicHi  is  deairoycd 
by  the  direct  operation  of  this  law ;  and  theiaier- 
oal  diminished  by  the  ineyitabte  ttteci  of  the  law 
upon  other  parts  of  the  community. 

I  ask  the  House  what  is  the  value  of  these  fish- 
eries in  a  national  point  of  view.  By  the  state- 
ment of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  madeia 
March  last,  the  whole  amount  of  exportation  tit 
fish  is  2,804,000  dollars;  and  the  amount  of  loo- 
oage  emi^oyed  is  nearly  70,000  tons.  By  calco- 
latioo  we  find  that  the  persons  employed  in  the  fish- 
eries will  average  about  one  man  to  every  tea 
tons.  Thus  seven  thousand  men  are  nowemplov- 
ed  in  this  business,  who  derive  from  it  their  whole 
livelihood,  the  happiness  and  sapport  of  their 
families.  If  we  divide  the  sum  we  shall  find  that 
there  is  to  each  individoal  an  annual  lacomt  of 
four  hundred  dollars ;  not  only  his  whole  inetHne, 
but  the  whole  hope  and  reliance  of  his  fanily. 
This  is  all  deatrt^cd ;  and  this  is  theeffieet  of  dti 
embargo.  If  it  were  tobacco,  cotton,  or  any  arth 
cle  that  could  be  stored,  it  would  not  be  lost ;  even 
flaxseed  would  not  suffer  so  much ;  for  althau|h 
flaxseed  may  be  destroyed,  the  farmer  has  still  his 
capital  and  stock,  which  the  embargo  cannot 
touch;  while  our  fishermen  have  their  whole  sub- 
stance taken  away. 

There  is  one  other  reason  which  I  will  aofgest 
to  the  House,  why  some  peculiar  consideration  is 
due  to  this  subject ;  that  these  men  wilt  be  tost  to 
their  country,  if  some  relief  be  not  afforded.  Ur. 
Jefferson,  in  the  report  before  referred  to  speakiag 
of  the  measures  of  the  English  and  French  Got- 
ernments,  and  how  they  operated,  says:  "  At  that 
'  period,  our  fisheries  heioff  suspended,  theEuliak 

<  seized  the  opporinnity  of  pusliing  theirs.  They 
'  liad  some  tittle  time  before  turned  thfcir  attastioa 
'  to  the  Eoathem  fishery,  had  given  very  great 
'bounties  in  it,  and  bad  invited  the  fishermen  of 

■  the  United  Sutea  to  conduct  their  snteipriies* 

*  In  1788,  they  increased  their  bounties,  iad  the 

<  temptations-  to  our  fishermen,  under  the  geneial 
'  desetiption  of  foreigners  who  had  been  employed 
'  in  the  whale  fishery,  to  pass  over  with  their 
'  families  and  vessels  to  the  British  domiaiea* 

■  either  in  America  or  Europe,  but  prrferably  » 
'  the  latter.  The  fishermen  of  the  United  Suua, 
'  left  without  resource  by  the  loss  of  their  market, 

*  bman  tot^k of  accepting  the  Bdtish  iantaaoa 
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'asd  or  remonng-jKHDa  to  Nova  ScbUa,  prcfet^ 
*  ria^  smaller  adrantagen  in  the  oeigfaborbood  ef 
'tbetr  aoeiest  couDtryaad  friends,  and  oibert  to 
'  Cknt  BriiaiB,  postpoDiog  coootry  and  frieads 
'tohi^b  premiams."  If  Mr.  Jcffenon  was  then 
afraid  tn  cMueqaeoce  of  not  graaiioy  ibe  ordioary 
•neooragenMots  to  lose  our  fi^ermen  by  oompe- 
tition,  bow  mocb  more  is  it  to  be  apprebeoded, 
wh»  yoa  not  only  do  not  gire  tbem  an  eqaal 
ehance,  bot  take  away  tbeir  market  altogether ; 
wheo  yoa  not  only  destroy  tbeir  future  market 
Ini  past  product?  Id  a  oaiional  point  of  view 
tbea  it  is  highly  proper  that  tbe  House  sbould 
CDBsider  tbe  sitoaiioD  of  this  class  of  the  people, 
and  not  suppose  that  ibej  do  ool  now  suffer  more 
thfta  rich  indiriduals  wao  suffer  nothing  but  tbe 
suspension  of  their  annual  sale. 

Mr.  BoBwELL  said,  from  tbe  tenor  of  the  obser- 
ntioDf  of  tbe  gentleiDaa  from  fifassaehnsctts,  he 
mderatood  him  as  wishing  to  oonvey  an  imiwes- 
WHi  that  tbe  distress  of  our  eittaem  was  caused 
antirelr  by  the  embargo.  Now,  Mr.  B.  said,  tbe  dis- 
ireM  of  that  class  of  citizens  was  not  produced  by 
the  embargo,  bat  by  tbe  state  of  things  in  Europe, 
hy  the  actual  prohibttion  of  every  bcmnch  of  our 
trade  by  the  Powers  of  Europe  previons  to  the 
impoeiitoD  of  tbe  embargo.  I  tbiak  it  important, 
said  he,  in  every  point  of  view,  that  ibis  question 
sboold  be  kept  strongly  before  our  eyes,  not  only 
ibr  our  own  partioular  iDfurmatioD,  but  for  that  of 
our  eonstitttents;tbat  they  may  be  enabled  to  judge 
of  the  stagnatioa  of  buaioesa  produced,  not  by  tbe 
onbargo,  to  which  alone  it  is  erroneously  impu- 
ted, but  by  the  arbitrary  measures  of  foreign 
GoTenmeato.  I  ask  tbe  nentleman  ftom  Boston 
ihia  question:  What  proportion  of  these  fidi  is 
eonmumcd  in  Europe,  iu  ports  prdithited  by  the 
British  Ordcisof  Csuneil?  For  really  I  had  been 
impressed  with  die  idea  that  a  great  portion  of 
this  fish  was  consnmrd  in  tbe  N^iterranean,  in 
Bpnio,  Portugal,  and  other  Catholic  couoiries. 
Doe*  the  gentleman  suppose  that  tbe  consequence 
of  our  relaxing  would  be  that  tbe  British  would 
leUx  1  He  cannot  believe  if.  It  is  therefore  very 
imporiani  that  tbe  people  should  tinderstaod  that 
the  evils  recited  by  toe  gentleman  from  Bos- 
ton, as  far  as  tbey  are  true,  are  not  produced  by 
osr  own  voluntary  acts,  but  by  tbe  injustice  of 
©User  nations,  whose  hopes  of  plunder  by  our 
neasares  we  have  eouoteracted.  It  is  then  absurd 
to  talk  about  the  stagnation  of  trade  by  tbe  em- 

Where  would  Ishermen  send  their  fish,  if  it 
vcre  not  embai^pied?  The  British  have  pro- 
kibUcd  it  aU.  I  perceive  ihey  have  lately  imT»s- 
•d  a  MW  regidaiioa  on  oar  commerce  in  relation 
la  the  article  of  cotton^  The  ezporiatioo  of  it  to 
France  was  permitted  on  payment  of  a  consider- 
*Ue  duty ;  but  now,  from  excaasiva  tenderness  to 
Ihe  United  States,  tbey  are  inclined  to  prohibit  the 
asportation  altoi;ether.  One  reason  for  this  mea- 
sure is,  that  tbe  French  manufactures  will  be  more 
cfl&ctaally  checked  by  a  prohibition  iban  by  a 
doty;  and  another  is,  tbsttbey  will  gire  less  offence 
to  America  by  prohibiting  exportation  to  France 
■Itnfathrr,  than  by  laying  «  doty  on  it.  They 
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seem  to  wish  to  remember  America  a  little  in  this ; 
I  wish  to  Qod  they  would  in  all  things. 

No  one  will  be  more  disposed  to  take  off  the 
embargo  than  myself,  if  tbe  state  of  our  foreign  re- 
laiioDs  would  permit  it ;  but  if  we  were  instantly 
relieved  from  tbe  embargo,  what  would  be  the 
effect  on  our  commerce?  I  see  no  part  of  the 
world  where  our  produce  could  get  but  to  Eng- 
land; erery  article  of  oar  produce  is  confined  to 
a  market  where  perhaps  not  one-fifth  of  it  can  be 
consumed ;  and  practising  upon  the  principles  tbey^ 
bare  adopted  in  relation  to  cotton,  we  sball  be 
prohibited  from  trading  anywhere  but  to  Qreat 
Briiaia ;  where  but  twenty-one  or  tweoty-twe 
millioBs  of  dollars  are  consumed,  of  the  one  ban- 
dred  and  eight  millions  wbieb  you  export.  Notfaf 
ing  is  more  evident  to  me  than  that  by  reskoving 
ihejembargo,  we  should  hold  out  to  foreign  nations 
the  greatest  encouragement  to  perpetuate  that 
system  which  would  produce  tbe  ruin  and  utter 
annihilation  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
What  would  be  the  effect  on  our  seamen  and  shi]^ 
ping  by  a  removal  of  the  embargo?  Will  gentle- 
men say  that  more  ibanone^ourtb  of  ibemv would 
be  employed  in  our  direct  commerce  with  Qreal 
Britain?  I  {Mresumenot;  because  in  proportion 
to  oar  exportation  to  any  part  of  the  world,  is  the 
shipping  employed  in  that  trade.  If  one-fifth  c€ 
our  exports  are  consumed  in  Qreat  Briiaio,  one- 
fifth  of  our  seamen  and  shipping  will  be  employed 
io  carryingon  the  trade.  How  then  would  relief 
be  afforded  by  a  removal  of  the  embargo,  when 
no  employ mentwould  be  afforded  to  our  shipping 
or  seamen  ;  when  they  would  only  fall  a  prey  to 
the  cruisers  ttf  the  belligerents  ?  I  do  contend 
that  if  the  merchants  of  this  country  were  true  to 
themselves,  instead  of  raiaii^  clamors  against  the 
Government,  they  would  confiirm  the  people  in  a 
confidence  in  their  own  resoorces,  and  demon- 
strate to  them,  as  ibey  most  well  know  it,  the 
policy  of  tbe  measures  we  have  adopted;  and  in 
so  doing  tbey  would  display  much  more  |ntriot^ 
is^,  and  eventually  render  muob  more  service  to 
the  permanent  iuterest  of  tbe  coaotry,  than  by 
pursuing  the  line  of  conduct  which  has  produced 
these  petitions. 

Qentlemen  say  that  the^  are  disposed 4o  remain 
oeuiral ;  tbe  gentleman  himself  has  said  this  was 
the  course  to  be  pursued.  How  are  we  to  remain 
neutral  if  we  take  off  the  embargo  ?  Does  he 
believe,  with  all  the  patriotism  of  tbe  merchaata, 
that  tbey  would  remain  patient  white  their  ships 
were  captured  in  every  sen?  Does  the  gentle- 
man recollect  tbe  effervescence  which  took  pbun 
among  tbem  two  years  ago  ?  Will  tbey  be  more 

?.tient  when  their  whole  propertjr  is  destroyed? 
on  wonid  hear  as  mnch  [latriotism  from  them 
as  yon  did  once  before,  and  it  will  desert  them  in 
as  short  a  time.  If  we  mean  to  continue  neutral, 
it  appears  to  me  that  we  must  continue  in  our 
present  situation.  When  tbe  time  arrives  that 
the  effects  of  tbe  embargo  shall  be  more  injurious 
than  war,  I  well  know  what  shall  be  my  course; 
but  I  am  willing  to  give  foreign  Powers  time  to 
accept  or  propose  liberal  arraogements  against  all 
difficulty— and  if  they  ate  diqMBcd  to  xecedc»  i  an 
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willing  to  relaz*  Lei  meukthaffentlemiB  from 
Hassaebaiettt,  if  we  nteod  benefits  to  tbe  fisber- 
■MD,  wbjr  not  to  otbenof  onr  citizenti?  Does 
not  tbe  geaUeman  know  tbat  tbe  citfsens  of  ererf 
part  of  tbe  United  States  feel  precisdjr  tbe  same 
tmprcBsioo  as  ibe  fishermen  do?  Does  not  ererjr 
mercbant  concerned  in  exporiation  feel  quite  as 
much?  If  be  bad  Hstenea  to  the  discussion  on 
tbe  bill  for  raising^  a  military  force,  he  would  bare 
beard  it  said,  that  erery  man  is  paralyzed.  If  you 
^extend  relief  to  oae,  do  it  to  all. 

I  will  improve  the  opportuotiy  while  up  od  this 
aabject,  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  course 
which  has  been  taken  in  the  United  States  in  re- 
htioa  to  it.  The  maoaer  in  which  this  measare 
was  opposed  when  first  Introduced,  and  the  pre- 
dietioos  which  were  then  made,  must  be  familiar 
to  alL  How  have  those  predictions  been  fulfilled? 
When  the  embargo  was  fint  laid  it  wa«  objected 
to,  as  t  measnre  peculiarly  to  operate  im  Great 
Britain,  and  which  would  produce  ImiriediBte  war 
between  the  two  countries.  What  is  tbe  coose- 
qnenee  of  it  t  So  far  from  Great  Britain  haviog 
eoondered  it  as  a  measure  aimed  at  herself,  she 
considers  itexpresslylerelled  against  France;  and 
if  I  am  not  misinformed  the  ministry  bare  justi- 
fied their  Orders  of  Council  on  tbe  ground  of  their 
being  issued  before  the  embargo  was  laid  ;  for  if 
the  embargo  bad  been  laid  before  the  Orders  of 
Council,  tbey  would  hare  considered  the  measure 
as  a  resistance  to  the  decree  of  France  of  Norem- 
her,  1806 ;  and  it  would  bare  taken  from  them 
erery  pretext  for  issuing  the  couDi»railiDg  orders. 

Mr.  ^uiHCT said,  tbe  gentleman  was  anxious  to 
take  a  distinction,  and  that  It  should  be  marked, 
that  the  crils  resulting  from  a  siagaalioo  of  busi- 
ness were  not  the  result  of  the  embargo,  bat  of 
the  conduct  of  the  belligerents  towards  tnd  United 
States.  To  answer  this  fully,  said  Mr.  Q,.,  would 
cblige  me  to  enter  into  a  dtseusaioa  of  tbe  wisdom 
of  the  measure,  which  I  am  not  disposed  to  do  oti 
anabfitraet  resolution.  I  will  makeoneobserratioo, 
howerer,  which  if  this  House  wilt  not  admit,  tbe 
nation  will ;  tbat  so  far  as  respects  the  oppression 
of  industry  in  its  first  sources,  the  actlre  farmer 
aod  mechanic,  the  whole  oppression  is  imputable 
to  Che  embargo,  and  not  to  foreign  nations.  Sup- 
pose the  embargo  bad  not  been  in  existence,  and 
all  tbe  producu  of  the  country  bad  been  swept 
ftom  the  ocean  by  the  belligerents — upon  whom 
would  the  loss  bare  fallen  ?  Upon  tbe  merchants, 
the  insurers — the  rich  class  of  tbe  commuaity  ; 
upon  those  classes  who  are  able  and  willing  to 
bear  it.  But  its  operation  is  sneb  that  it  stops 
the  profits  of  industry.  Its  first  weight  ftlb  upon 
tlie  poor;  and  this  ia  the  cruelty,  the  mtsfortnne, 
1  had  almost  said  the  madness  of  It.  The  gentle- 
man asks  if  tbe  embargo  were  removed,  to  what 
pons  we  could  carry  onr  products  t  It  seems  to 
me  tbat  the  fishermen  are  better  jodftes  than  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  or  myself.  They  do  not 
say,  but  I  do  for  them,  better  would  it  be  that  tbey 
should  be  permitted  to  sell  to  the  merchant,  and 
let  the  loss  fall  upon  him,  than  upon  the  fisher- 
men--4heaetive  laborers  of  the  community.  This 
ia  the  mitfof  tUM  of  the  policy  of  the  embargo ; 
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that  yon  nadertaka  by  your  laws  to  do  what  laws 
never  did  do— what  tney  never  eaa  do.  Ton  na- 
deriake  to  protect  better  tbe  property  of  the  iodi- 
ridual  than  bis  own  aMwe  of  personal  iatefeit 

would  enable  him  to  protect  iu  The  interests 
which  society  has  in  tbe  property  of  tbe  merchant 
ere  much  better  seeored  by  nisown  prndeneeaad 
understanding  of  bis  business,  than  by  any  general 
law.  This  is  tbe  great  misttke  jandttisan  error 
which  will  be  understood,  because  felt  by  the  peo- 
ple. The  true  course  of  policy  in  such  a  case 
would  have  been  to  say  to  tbe  merchant,  WewiU 
not  defend  you}  here  are  £iots ;  these  aretheorden 
of  one  nation,  theee  4he  decrees  of  the  other ;  yoa 
see  your  danger;  we  hare  given  you  all  the  in- 
formation in  oar  power;  now  do  what  you  please. 
What  would  bare  been  tbe  consequence  of  thisi 
Tbe  merchant  has  his  eyes  open ;  he  buys  np  the 
produce  of  the  country,  ud  aenda  out  adrentam. 
The  article  is  oaptared;  it  islosL  It  gets  to  a 
fore^n  market;  which  being  Onder-stoeked,  k» 
receives  a  better  price  for  it.  If  it  be  lost,  wka 
loses  it?  The  insurer,  air;  fkot  tbe  planter,  fanner, 
grower,  or  fisherman ;  not  industry  in  its  first 
sources.  I  could  bmnch  out  this  idea  further  ints 
a  wide  fitld;  but  I  do  not  wish  upon  a  partientat 
resolution  to  enter  into  it.  A  rentlemao  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  RuinoLpB)  the  otber  day  toochol 
a  point  in  relation  to  the  Constitution,  which  is 
worthy  tbe  consideration  of  tins  House  and  the 
nation;  whether  in  the  Goostitution  itself  tbe 
power  of  laying  an  embaigo  be  given.  If  sneb  t 
power  exists,  it  is  idle  to  say  thia  is  the  lest  tine 
it  shall  be  exerciacd}  tbe  commercial  States  wilt 
not  rest  until  they  sbatl  bring  forward  amendtuBli 
by  which  the  power  shall  be  limited.  There* 
not  an  iaataaM  in  all  history  of  a  perpetual 
hargo  I  it  is  a  new  ezperlmnt.  It  was  impoaaUe 
tbat  tbe  fmmers  of  tbe  Constitution  sbontd  pie* 
sume  tbat  a  power  would  be  exercised  whiek 
should  exceed  any  exercised  by  <be  most  decode 
Qovernments  in  tbe  world.  No  snob  tbtagenr 
had  been  heard  of  as  a  perpetual  embargo. 

1  have  net  a  particular  detail  of  ail  tbe  ports  to 
which  fish  are  sent.  I, presume  tbat  a  areat  pro* 
portion  go  to  poru  uarie'r  tbe  domtaion  m  Franco; 
but  tbia  is  a  risk  which  the  mercbant  and  fi9b•^ 
man  are  willing  to  lake ;  and  it  would  Iw  belter 
that  it  should  be  stilt  under  the  goardiaBsbip  of 
the  individual,  and  not  that  society  shotHd^iMst 
tbat  wbvob  belongs  to  tbe  tttdividunl.  Thisieihe 
general  anaw» ;  and  from  what  I  have  said,  as  to 
the  panicalar  case,  1  hope  tbe  Hausewill  eoaaider 
tbe  anblcet ;  for  tbe  fish  mnst  eitint  be  dertmyad 
or  sent  outof  tbe  country  befiwe  tbe  enrnmer. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLUAMa  aaid,  that  wbea  he  hid 
risen  before,  it  had  b^eo  to  caotitm  iba  Hoate 
afainsi  what  appeared  to  him  a  design  to  entrap 
them  into  an  expression  of  a  seatiment  which  diey 
had  not  felt.  I  merely  observed,  said  W.,  that  if 
tbe  gentlemen  did  not  confine  tne  resolntioii  to  a 
statement  of  facu,  that  I  hoped  it  would  not  be 
adopted  in  any  shape.  Here  a  position  is  aHom- 
ed  tbat  tbe  embargo  is  made  to  operate  pecaliany 
bard  upon  tbe  fishermen.  1  do  not  belicre  tbat 
.the  geBtkman.  fran  Maasaehitsetti,  out  of  biyim^ 
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wodM  serioDsly  have  aekDOWledgfid  this  as  bis 
opinion.  It  is  not  a  fact,  sir ;  lor  if  there  be 
uythinir  "peculiar"  ia  their  situation  they  are 
peeoliarff  exempt.  But  the  gMitleraaii  was  pre- 
nimpiuous  enough  to  presume  that  1  am  opposed 
to  the  consideration  of  his  motion.  I  am  not,  sir : 
I  never  was  opposed  to  the  coDsideratton  of  but 
two  motions  in  my  life ;  and  I  have  been  sorry 
for  hiring  opposecl  these.  I  was  opposed  to  the 
eonsideralion  of  a  motion  by  a  ffentlemao  from 
Has3achusetts(Mr.LtveRHORE)for  repealing  the 
embargo;  which  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
liring  faira  an  opportunity  to  read  a  speech  ready 
eat  and  dried  for  the  steni^npher.  I  once  voted 
igatDtt  the  constdcratioo  of  a  Yazoo  petition, 
which  the  gentlemaD  himself  (Mr.  Qniifcr)  pre- 
■ented;  perhaps  he  has  not  forgotten  it.  I  per- 
eeire  the  folly  of  it ;  for  that  petition  is  now  lying 

00  the  table,  which  would  not  bare  been  suffered 
to  hare  lain  there  three  hours  during  the  last  ses- 
sion. The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  does  not 
•tatefacts. — [Mr.  QuiNCTsaid  the  gen  lie  man  need 
not  laiie  that  ground,  for  he  bad  not  an  iotention 
to  express  an  opiQioo,and  wonld  modify  his  reso- 
lation  so  as  to  put  it  out  of  doubt  that  be  had  do 
snch  intentioD.^Mr.  W.  said,  he  did  not  ques- 
tioa  the  gvotleman's  motives ;  he  only  thought 
the  form  of  the  proposition  might  iadueea  sappo- 
■lioa  that  the  gentlenan  had  Mch  an  otyeei  in. 
vitw. 

The  gentleman  baa  undertaken  to  teU  yon,  sajd 
Mr,  Wp,  th»t  1  have  prejudices  on  ibe  su^ecl. 
He  nid  he  would  eontinee  me  ''with  all  ay  prc- 
jadieea."  If  I  so  conduct  myself  in  this  House 
ihatlcu  be  Gharg;ed  justly  with  entertaining  ua- 
bir.jaejadicea,  1  wi»b  to  understand  it,  that  I  may 
■cet  the  eba^i  but  before  I  will  be  subjected 
to  sobIi  a  charge  uoamwered.  I  will  say  that  the 
Q]HessioB  WAS  irrelative  to  tae  subject,  indecor- 
OH  to  the  House,  and  ungentlemanly  to  myself; 
and  if  the  gen tlemait entertained  such  sensations 
•sa  gentleman  would  feel  on  such  an  occasion, 
he  would  not  till  now  have  persisted  in  it.  [Mr. 
^oiacT  insisted  on  explawing.]  Mr.  W.  called 
bin  to  order.  Mr.  W.  said,  be  never  bad  nor  ever 
VoaU  unprovotwd' matte  use  of  an  eKpressioo  to 
wrong  the  feeliogs  of  any  gentleman.  I  never  re- 
fiked  any  g»tlemaa  a  right  to  explain,  said  he ; 
ud  if  the  gentle  man  had  desired  to  explain  when 

1  fiittlQwhed  Uiesutgeet,Ishonid  .not  have  ci^lled 
bia  10  order.  Bat  the  gentleman  persisted ;  and  I 
do  hambly  conoeive,  sir^  that  the  cbuge  of  strooj; 
K^udieet  against  anv  portioa  of  citizens  of  this 
country  when  applien  to  me,  was  at  4east  as  in- 
•Kotous  as  B  deoiamtion  of  ujogeBtlemanly  con- 
daetappUed  to  tbegeDtlemaofrom  Massachusetts, 
lum  will  sit  still  and  bear  such  charges ;  be- 
ciBse  noaot  of  my  life  would  authorize  any  man 
in  nuking  such  an^ssertion.  The  gentleman  is 
opposfd  to  the  embargo ;  I  believe  that  he  misre- 
preseatslhe  voice  of  tbe  commercial  States  He 
nys,  he  will  take  the  opinion  of  the  fishermen  in 
preference  tothatoftbe  genileroan  from  Virginia 
(Mr.BoRwVLi.)— andso  will  I  take  the  expression 
of  theopioioQof  a  large  proportion  of  tbeciiizens 
ef  a  eommereial  city,  (1  mcao  the  demoonu  of 
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New  York)  in  preference  to  that  of  the  gen  ileroaa 
from  Massachusetts.   I  hope  the  resolution  will 
be  amended  by  striking  out  "peculiar  hardships 
and  sufferings"  and  inserting  "inconvenience." 
Mr.  Q^iNCT  said,  when  he  used  the  word  *'prfi- 

J'udices,''  he  certainly  had  no  wish  to  wound  the 
eelings  of  the  ^ntlemsn  from  South  Carolina, 
or  of  any  other  in  the  House.  The  word  preju- 
dice in  this  case  applied  only  to  his  prejudices 
resulting  from  the  very  argument  whico  the  gea-  ' 
tieman  bad  used-^tbat  these  fishermen  were  pecu- 
liarly favored  instead  of  suffering  under  peculiar 
hardship.  With  refereuee  to  this  opinion  aloae 
bad  be  used  the  word  piejodice.  He  owed  thU 
explanalion  not  to  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  but  to  himself;  beeadse  he  never  was 
in  the  habit  of  using  language  to  wound  the  Cid- 
ings  of  any  member. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  he  felt  it  a  duty  to  ezprcw 
the  feelings  which  really  forced  themselves  upon 
him  on  h^iog  the  expressions  of  the  gentlemaa 
from  .Massachusetts,  which  could  as  well  have 
been  applied  lo  any  other  quarter  of  the  House  as 
to  his  colleague.  Tbe  word  "prejudice"  would 
not  have  bad  the  same  effect  upon  him  in  other 
circumstances ;  but  the  Repertory,  from  Bontoo, 
which  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  night,  contained 
a  sort  of  introduction  to  the  word  prejudice,  in  a 
letter  from  a  gentleman  in  this  city ;  in  which  the 
writer  bad  taken  upon  himself  to  speak  of  the 
Southern  {danters  as  b«ng  iaimieal  to,  and  da- 
termined  to  ruin  the  eommereial  interest.  Hanng 
read  this,  said  Mr.  T.,  and  heard  the  expressioaa 
applied  to  my  colleague,  I  could  npt  but  feel  the 
observation.  If  indeed  the  gentleman  has  nu  pre- 
judices against  us,  it  would  be  as  well  to  bury  the 
hatchet ;  for  1  can  assure  tbe  gentleman  it  is  not 
correct  to  suppose  that  we  entertain  prejudioes 
against  our  Northern  brethren.  In  order  to  explain 
tbe  sensations  1  felt  at  bearing  this  word  preju- 
dices, I  will  refer  gentleman  woo  have  any  curi- 
osiiy  on  tbe  subject  to  the  ''Repertory." 

Mr.  McCbbbbt  said,  there  must  be  some  mis- 
take in  this  business.  The  gentleman  from  Boston 
(Mr.  Qdinot)  could  not  have  been  tbe  author  of 
that  letter ;  for  be  bad  just  declared  (bat  he  cared 
not  what  the  merchants  suffered,  if  the  fishermen 
could  but  sell  their  fish. 

Ml.  Cook  eaid,  it  seemed  that  the  observatioas 
on  the  reference  of  a  few  petitions  respecting  fii^ 
had  ezteitded  so  far  as  to  embrace  the  merits  of 
the  embargo.  The  gentleman  on  iny  right,  said 
he,  conceives  the  operation  of  the  emnrgo  toJbe 
particularly  injurious  to  fishermen ;  it  may  operate 
severely  upon  then,  but  not  more  so  than  upon 
other  citizens.  As  respects  the  meebanic,  I  can- 
not see  bow  itean  operate  against  him-  We  bare 
accounts  from  every  part  of  the  country  and  the 
most  respeciable  of  our  merchants  conceive  the 
embargo  a  beneficial  measure.  I  know  there  is  a 
difference  of  opinion ;  but  the  most  correct  com- 
mercial men  in  my  district  say,  that  they  shout^ 
consider  themselves  embargoed  if  there  was  no 
embargo  law.  I  ask  how  the  embargo  can  operate 
such  great  distress  as  is  ascribed  to  it?  If  tbe 
embargo  were  taken  ofl^  to  what  part  of  the  world. 
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could  the  merchaDts  sead  their  sbipH  with  safety  7 
Let  the  voyage  be  to  whatever  quarter,  they  would 
be  aobjeet  either  to  the  shark  or  the  tiger.  It  is  said 
that  the  merchaDts  could  protect  themselves. 
Tbey  know  their  interests  better  than  to  attempt 
it.  OeutlemeD  might  as  well  say,  let  us  diabtod 
the  Govn-ament  altogether.  Cravernment  was 
instituted  for  wise  purposes ;  and  one  express  pro- 
vision of  our  Constitution  is,  that  we  shall  make 
all  laws  for  governing  commerce.  The  argument 
seems  to  be  relied  oo  against  the  embargo,  because 
it  IB  considered  as  a  permanent  measure.  I  never 
heard  the  embargo  advocated  on  that  ground,  oor 
has  any  geotleman  ever  so  supported  it.  We  nave 
on  our  table  a  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
under  certain  conditions  to  suspend  the  embargo. 
This  certainly  does  not  look  like  an  intended  con- 
tinuance of  the  embargo  longer  than  a  safe  policy 
dictates. 

Some  gendemea  have  gone  so  far  as  to  advo- 
cate a  repeal  of  the  embargo,  becatue  we  canpot 

Coteet  our  native  s^men.  having  passed  such 
W8  in  relation  to  them  as  the  usage  of  other  na- 
tions bas  rendered  eipedient.  Itseema  that  Great 
Britain  requires  three-fourths  of  the  tea  men  on 
board  her  merchant  vessels  to  be  native  citizens ; 
and  therefore,  we  are  told,  we  ought  to  do  the 
•ame.  Tlte  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr. 
Dana)  did  not  tell  all  the  facts  relative  to  that 
subject;  for  if  he  had,  he  would  have  said  ttiat 
this  law  is  always  repealed  in  time  of  war,  and  of 
course  has  no  operation  whatever.  If  the  gentle- 
man means  to  advocate  the  doctrine  that  we 
ought  to  mark  every  seamen  of  ours,  that  he  may 
not  he  mistaken,  be  wishes  to  degrade  us  indeed. 
Under  what  principle  of  justice  or  right  are  we  to 
distioguish  our  seamen  in  any  manner  7  Have 
we  not  at  least  an  eqnat  ri^bt  to  expect  that  Great 
Britain  may  slit  her  men  m  tbe  ear,  that  she  may 
avoid  the- unfortunate  mittalut  she  often  makes 
in  taking  ourt  instead  of  her  own  1 

It  is  asked  what  benefit  can  it  be  to  the  Amo-i- 
e«D  seamen  that  the  British  seamen  nnder'  our 
flag  shoald  be  exempt  from  impressment?  That 
has  already  been  completely  answered ;  it  Is  a 
benefit  that  all  shoald  be  exempt,  sir;  because, 
when  they  have  the  privilege  to  take  the  goats, 
they  will  take  tbe  sheep  with  them.  And  I  hope 
we  never  will  submit  to  that  species  of  summary 
process,  in  virtue  of  which  a  boatswain  of  a  man- 
of-war  may  come  on  board  our  merchant  vessels, 
and  by  pointing  bis  finger,  cause  our  seamen  to  be 
wuMtaJten  for  their  own. 

It  has  been  said  that  tbe  measures  we  have  ta- 
ken go  to  prostrate  tbe  mercantile  interest.  I 
have  the  interests  of  the  merchants  as  much  at 
heart,  and  they  arc  dear  to  me  as  any  one.  I  live 
with  them  and  know  them ;  and  it  would  be  un- 
natural in  me  to  give  my  vote  in  favor  of  any 
measure  which  I  conceived  injurious  to  this  re- 
•neclable  class  of  men.  I  conceive  that  all  classes 
of  the  country,  farmers  as  well  as  merchants,  feel 
the  embargo;  and  it  is  but  justice  to  them  to  say 
that  they  bear  it  with  magnanimity.  I  have  no 
eoaftdence  in  permanent  embargoes,  or  non-im- 
portttioa  laws  j  bat  the  embargo,  with  the  disere- 
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tiooary  power  which  I  hope  we  shall  give  tbe 
President  before  we  part  hence,  appears  to  tne 
wise  and  expedient,  and  the  best  measure  which 
could  have  been  adopted  for  tbe  safety  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Dama  wished  to  vindicate  himself  from 
tbe  idea  of  "  marking"  our  seamen ;  for  really  he 
had  not  entertained  tbe  idea  that  "stitiing  eais" 
and  citizenship  were  synonymous  terms. 

Mr.  Sloan  made  some  observations  od  tbe 
length  of  time  occupied  oo  this  subject.  He  mait 
needs  say  that  bad  be  been  in  the  gaJlery,  be  should 
have  supposed  that  the  negotiatioa  was  tbe  sub- 
ject of  discussion;  for  tbe  House  iiad  occupied 
half  tbe  day  with  what  ought  not  to  have  em- 
pioyed  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  ClmNcy*B  resolution,  together  with  tbe  pe- 
titions, were  then  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  56  to  26. 

[The  subject  was  not  farther  acted  on  duriag 
the  session.] 


TpEsnAT,  April  12. 
Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolotin 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gabomcb,  which  was  read  mi 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  on  the  fifth  instaat; 
and  the  same  being  again  read,  was  agreed  to  by 
tbe  House,  as  follows : 

Jteaollieaj  That  a  committee  be  appoinied  to 
consider  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
the  adjournment  of  this  Congress  to  some  earlier 
period  than  tbe  first  Monday  of  December  next, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  GannMBn,  Mr.  SMiiJB,Blr. 
Bacon,  Mr.  NicaoiJia,  and  Mr.  JoaitaoH,  lie 
appointed  a  committee^  pnnuaat  to  the  said  icso- 
luiioa. 

Mr.  PoiNDBXTBa  presented  to  tbe  HotMocertaia 
resolutions  of  the  Le|rislative  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives  ot  tbe  Mississippi  Territor^ 
stating  that  the  power  given  to  the  Qoveraora 
tbe  said  Territory,  by  the  ordinance  establisbiBg 
the  Government  of  the  same,  is  incompatible  with 
the  rights  of  tbe  citizens,  and  praying  that  a  fonn 
of  Goremmcnt  approximating  to  that  enjoyed  by 
the  Siatesof  the  Union,  in  a  unuiation  of  lhaaa- 
tbority  given  to  the  Ezeentive,  and  the  exteasieB 
of  that  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  said  Territory,  may  be  adopted  bf 
Congress  for  the  convenience  and  beneht  of  the 
inbabitanu  thereof.— Referred  to  tbe  Coounittas 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  eommitiedf  oo  ths 
nineteenth  of  February  last,  the  bill  eoneeraiag 
the  powers  of  Territorial  Govetnora. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  tbe  bill,  entitled  *-Ab 
act  concerning  public  contracts,"  with  several 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  coacur- 
renee  of  this  House. 

FRAUDS  m  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  Randolpu  rose  to  give  notice  that  he  meant 
to  bring  forward  a  motion  on  a  subject  of  consid- 
erable public  interest,  and  in  which  in  bisopiaion 
the  honor  of  tbe  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  mauritUy  implicated.  He  held  in  his  hand 
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an  ap^ieation  from  ■  reteraa  soldier  on  the  sab- 
jeet  of  his  bouoty  land,  aod  who  had  sent  him  a 
powerofattorDejrtoaet  for  him — a  manof  anim- 
peaehaUe  character,  and  who  had  not  been  at  the 
seat  of  GorernmeDt  iiince  it  was  e3tablished~bia 
name  William  Bryan.  I  foand,  said  Mr.  R.,  that 
fats  warrant,  No.  9^,  has  been  drawa  and  fraud- 
alently  located ;  I  say  fraudulcDtly,  because  I  am 
well  assured  that  the  party  ban  not  received  any 
adraotage  from  the  warrant,  and  there  is  the 
strongest  evidence  of  fraad.  His  warrant  has 
been  drawn  and  located,  by  whom  I  cannot  dis- 
eorer;  my  researches  were  completely  baffled  by 
the  memorable  fire,  which  it  Lt  presumable  owed 
its  origin  to  a  desire  to  cover  frauds  of  this  nature. 
1  was  referred  from  the  War  OfiSce  to  the  Trea- 
sury Office;  for  the  only  chance  of  finding  out 
who  had  acted  as  attorney  in  fact  for  this  old  man. 

that  the  w;arrabt  ought  to  have  been  returtaed 
and  on  file  there.  On  going  there  I  found  that 
the  space  on  the  record  which  the  warrant  ought 
to  have  occupied,  was  blank ;  and  that  no  such 
warrant  exints  on  the  Treasury  files.  1  believe 
this  is  far  from  being  a  solitary  case,  but  that  the 
cases  are  numerous,  and  many  of  those  who  have 
honestly  earned  a  title  to  public  land  have  been 
in  this  way  defraoded,  and  the  land  sold  to  spec- 
ulators who  have  reaped  the  benefit  of  it.  I  there- 
fore give  notice  that  I  shall  at  a  future  day  move 
for  an  inquiry  into  this  subject. 

POST  ROAD  BILL. 

The  bill  for  altering  and  establishing  certain 
post  roads  having  been  read,  and  the  question  pat 
^ball  this  bill  pass?" 

Bicasrs.  Tatlor,  Shiui,  Algton,  D.  R.  WiL- 
LiAHflL  Bacon,  and  TALtJiADon  oppoied  the  bill ; 
and  nesars.  Ranbolpb,  Bibb,  Blacclaimb,StaM' 
povB,  Taoop,  and  Llotd,  supported  It. 

The  onton^ts  of  the  bill  objected  to  it,  because 
the  maW  of  new  roada  created  being  so  much 
greater  than  of  old  ones  pnt  down,  would  create 
an  expense  to  the  United  States,  over  and  ai>ove 
the  net  revenne  of  the  Post  Office  establishment, 
of  from  |pO,000  to  $50,000 ;  because  tbat  so  great 
a  ramification  arthis  bill  proposed,  mifht  render 
the  institatlon  too  cambersome ;  that  the  nation 
did  not  expect,  nor  was  it  originally  contemplated 
that  the  Poet  CMIce  establishment  should  be 
ported  by  any  other  revenne  than  that  which  it 
created ;  tbat  the  too  great  expense  of  the  estabtish- 
mene  would  diegnst  the  nation  with  that  whtcb, 
properly  fostered,  would  be  of  so  great  utility  to 
tba  pe^e;  that  centlenien,  by  drawing  the  rich 
Mood  from  other  institutions,  and  giving  it  a  pas- 
■ue  into  this  institntion,  would  destroy  the  very 
ob|ectirhieh  thev  only  aimed  to  nourldij  In  any 
erent  that  more  barm  would  result  from  extend- 
ing it  to  too  great  a  latitude,  than  from  fostering 
■1  with  eeonomy.  In  addition  to  this  it  was  said 
tbat  if  tfata  bill  passed,  an  additional  appropriation 
most  be  made,  or  the  Postmaster  General  must 
be  prevented  from  carrying  the  law  into  effect,  or 
he  most  anticipate  appropriations,  pursuing  a  prac- 
tice which  had  of  late  been  so  much  objected  to; 
that  the  eacabUshniMit  of  fwty-fo«r  mw  raadi,  a 
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year  or  two  ago.  had  diminished  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  Post  Office  BstaUisbment  from  $50,000  to 
^.300,  while  the  present  bill,  proposing  ninety 
new  roads,  would  in  the  same  proportion  cause  a 
deficit  of  perhaps  $40,000  or  $50,000  beyond  the 
net  revenue  of  the  Establisliment;  that  there  was 
already,  taking  into  view  the  salaries  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  General  Post  Office,  an  annual  expen- 
diture  over  and  above  the  annual  receipts,  of 
$14,000;  which,  when  increased  by  the  additional 
expense  caused  by  the  erection  of  the  new  roads 
proposed,  would  be  a  serious  expense  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  that  establishment,  which  ongbt 
prmierly  to  yield  a  profit. 

The  advocates  of  the  bill  replied  that  the  onljr 
objection  which  could  be  fairly  made  to  the  bill, 
was  on  account  of  the  old  roads  supposed  to  be 
nnproduotiV^  which  it  put -down,  had  not  on  ac- 
count of  the  new  ones  which  it  erected ;  that  sup- 
pos^ngthe  conjectural  estimate  of  a  surplus  expense 
over  and  above  the  revenne  arising  trom  the  es- 
tablishment, of  $30,000  or  even  $50,000,  was  cor* 
rect,  which  was  by  no  means  admitted,  it  would  be 
at  least  problematical  whether  the  benefit  to  be 
ceived  from  a  difi'usion  of  information  would  not 
far  exceed  the  additional  expense:  tbat  the  bene- 
fit to  be  derived  from  the  two  miltions  voted  for 
the  new  army  of  six  thousand  men,  would  shrink 
from  the  comparison  with  the  benefits  lo  be  de- 
rived from  the  expenditure  of  850,000  for  tbis  pur- 
pose; that  the  bill  provided  roads  for  a  vast  tract 
of  newly  settled  country  in  the  State  of  Gleorgia, 
to  which  the  Indian  title  bad  been  extinguished, 
which  would  be  left  totally  destitute  of  informa- 
tion except  the  bill  passed;  and  in  a  Government 
like  ours,  the  conduct  of  which  was  founded  upon 
the  will  of  the  people,  it  was  of  absolute  impor- 
tance that  the  people  should  be  infoimed ;  tbat  if 
the  piineiple  admitted  by  the  opponents  of  the 
bill  was  correct,  that  the  establishment  shonld 
consume  its  own  revenue,  even  in  case  of  the  ex- 
pense now  exceeding  the  revenue,  the  establish- 
ment might  jnstly  claim  credit  from  the  General 
Ghivernment  for  the  many  thousand  dollars  which 
it  had  annually  netted  to  the  Treasury;  and  that 
it  was  extremely  donbtful  whether  the  cost  of 
these  roads  would  exceed  the  proceeds  to  be  de- 
rived from  them.  It  was  also  said,  tbat  if  the  ex- 
press mail  to  New  Orleans  were  pnt  dowo,  it 
would  cause  a  great  diminution  of  expense,  per- 
haps equal  to  the  whole  expense  caused  by  the 
new  roads  established  by  this  bill;  and  this  mail 
being  kept  up  for  the  service  of  Government  alto- 
gether, the  Post  Office  Department  ought  eorrecUy 
to  hare  credit  for  its  whole  expense. 

The  bill  was  passed  by  yeaa  and  nays,  70  to  31, 
as  follows : 

TxAB — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Joseph  Barker,  Winiam 
W.  Bibb,  WiUtom  Bt  ackledge,  Thomas  Blount,  William 
A.  Burwell,  'WtUiam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John 
CamjA>ell,  Peter  Carlton,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  GeoT^  CUntoa,  jun.,  John  Clopton,  Howell 
Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  John  pawson,  Josiah  Seane, 
Jowph  Desha,  James  ElUot,  WaHam  Ely,  J.  W.  Eppea, 
James  Firit,  Frands  Gardner,  James  M.  Gamett,  Peter- 
son OoQdwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Isaiah  L.  Oieen,  J<Aa 
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Harris,  JamM  Holland,  David  Hidmev,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, John  G.  JackflOD,  Kchard  M.  Jobiiam,  Walter 
Joaea,  William  Kirkpatrick,  Joseph  Lewta,  jr.,  Edward 
Iiloyd,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Bohert  Marion,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  John  Mor- 
tow,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Randolph,  John  Rhea  of 
Teoaesaee,  Samael  Riker,  J(dm  Rowan,  John  Rmsell, 
Dennis  Smelt,  Jedediah  K.  &Dalth,8amQel  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thompson,  George  M. 
Troup,  James  I.  Van  Allen,  KQlian  K.  Van  Rensae- 
laer,  I>anie)  C.  Verplanck,  Isaac  WilI>our,  Alexander 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  James  Witherell. 

Nati — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Etekiel  Baoon,  Bur^ell 
VaaaMt,  John  Blake,  junior,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
firowv,  Epuhradtoui  Champion,  John  Claibonia,  Rieh- 
«ld  Cotts,  lokn  Davenport,  jr.,  Chariea  ChdddMioagli, 
Ji^  Heiiter,  William  Hoge,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  Lam- 
bert, Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  WilHam  MU- 
jior,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pugh.  Josiah  Quincy,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, James  Sloan,  John  SmUie,  Henry  Bonthard, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Robert  Wbitehill, 
and  David  R.  Williams. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  Hoase  then  renotved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  55  to  20,  on  the  resoluiion  of- 
fered by  Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell,  declaring  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  ought,  in  the  eveut 
of  ceriaiD  contiDgeDcies  occurrioe  during  the  re- 
cess  of  Congress,  to  be  authorizea  to  auspeod  the 
operation  of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Cahpbbll  said  be  would  state  to 
the  House,  in  a  very  brief  muiaer,  some  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  bring  forward  this 
resolution. 

It  will  be  recollected,  said  be,  that  the  causes 
which  induced  the  pasitage  of  the  lew.  imposing 
no  etnbargo,  vere  the  orders  of  council  by  Great 
Britain,  and  the  decrees  by  France,  which  went 
in  a  great  degree  to  out  offend  destroy  the  whole 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  In  ease  those 
causes  should  be  remo?ed,  I  presume  it  will  be 
thought  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  power 
TCftted  somewhere  to  withdraw  the  embargo 
oecaaiooed  by  those  orders  and  decrees.  As  there- 
fore it  is  believed  ibat  we  shall  net  be  much 
longer  in  session,  and  it  ii  at  least  possible  tlut 
these  orders  and  decrees  may  be  remored,  that 
Great  9riutn  may  reroke  her  orders  of  council 
or  change  them  so  as  not  to  aOect  our  commerce, 
and  that  France  may  reroke  her  decreet  or  change 
them  so  as  to  render  our  commerce  secure,  it  is 
all  important  that  a  power  should  be  rested  some- 
where to  gire  the  people  such  relief  as  would  be 
justified  by  this  state  of  things.  Suppose  it  were 
the  case  that  any  alteration  should  take  place 
when  Congress  were  not  in  session,  some  weeks, 
nay.  some  mootlis  must  pass  before  Congress 
could  be  to  session  and  a  law  pass  for  remoring 
theembatgo}  the  consequence  of  which  would 
be  that  the  country  woufd  suffer  the  pressure  of 
the  emba^o  for  weeks  or  mouths  longer  than 
would  be  ^eeeiaary}  and  I  presume  no  member 
of  ibt  Ho«w  will  any  that  it  would  be  proper  to 


continue  longer  than  necessary  the  pressure  which 
the  embargo  must  make  opon  them.  There  it  I 
presume  at  least  some  reason  to  beliere  that  the 
Delligerent  Powers  themselves  are  begtnniog  to 
see  their  own  interests  injured.  We  see,  by  the 
latest  accounts  from  Great  Britain,  that  propoti- 
tioos  are  made  iii  Parliament  for  rerohlng  bei 
orders.  Should  this  take  place,  it  is  presumable 
that  we  also  aiiould  revoke  our  regulations.  This 
measure  would  also  have  a  good  effect  in  tnrBiDg 
the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  real  source 
whence  their  present  ineonveniraeies  flow;  tb^ 
will  be  taogfat  to  look  to  thoae  cirenmsUBeei 
which  produced  the  embargo  a  cbanae  of  which 
would  justify  its  removal.  This  would  be  a  coo- 
aideratioo  of  some  importance.  The  miod  of  the 
public  would  be  kept  alire  by  the  ezpeeiatioa 
that  every  day  may  bring  the  news  which  would 
induce  Qorercuent  to  reroke  the  embargo,  whteh 
no  doubt  bears  hard  upon  the  agricultural  as  well 
as  commercial  iutetests  of  the  country. 

For  myself,  I  cannot  see  what  objections  can 
be  made  to  this  measure.  It  is  not  vestiog  a 
power  io  the  President  to  oppress  or  embarran 
the  Commercial  interest ;  it  only  vests  in  him  a 
power  under  certain  restrictions  to  remorethe 
pressure  which  our  fellow-citizens  feel  from  the 
measure  we  hare  been  compelled  to  adepc_  I 
know  no  objeelion  wbich  can  be  made  to  giving 
a  power  to  remore.  thou^  with  grea.t  rducuuue 
I  should  empower  the  Execniire  to  impose,  a 
burden.  I  do  not  intend  at  tbii  time  to  enier 
Urgely  into  the  subject,  not  knorring  what  ob* 
jeeiions  may  be  made  to  the  pr(^K»ition ;  bat  will 
observe  that  similar  measares  bare  freqaeailf 
been  adopted.  Itisnooewcaae.  TheSxeeuitre 
has  been  on  a  former  occasion  not  poly  aotkof- 
ized  to  remore  an  embargo,  but  to  impose  one; 
and  that  gentlemen  may  see  the  course  vhieb 
was  pursued,  I  wilt  turn  to  the  laws  which  hire 
vested  in  the  President  powers  not  only  equal  bat 
greater  than  that  which  this  resolutioo  proMMC* 
to  give.  The  first  law  to  which  I  shall  mk 
reference  passed  in  1794^  to  authorize  the  Fren' 
dent  to  lay  and  rerokean  embargo.  AnolberKi 
passed  io  1799,  which  authorized  the  ProidcBt » 
Kuspend  the  law  for  prohibitiog  intercoune  vi» 
the  French  nation.  The  sixth  section  of  an  Kt 
"farther  to  suspend  the  commercial  ^(ereoBM 
between  (be  United  Sutea  and  France,  and  tb< 
dependencies  thereof,"  says,  *'That  at  any  time 
'  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  m 
'  the  President  of  the  Uniud  States,  if  h«  sbw 
'  deem  it  cipedieutand  consistent  wiiu  the  icier^ 

*  of  the  United  States,  by  his  ordei^  to  remit  an 
;  discontinue,  for  the  time  being,  the  restraiou  aw  | 

*  prohibitions  aforesaid,  either  with  respect  to  tbe  j 
'  French  Republic,  or  to  any  island,  port  or  pUc« 
'  belonging  to  tbe  said  RepubliCj  wiih  which  a 

*  commercial  intercourse  may  safely  be  reneredi 
'  and  also  to  revoke  such  order,  whenever,  la  wj 
'  opinion,  the  interests  of  the  United  Sut«»w 
'  require;  and  he  shall  be.  and  hereby  is  authonw* 
'  to  make  proclamation  thereof  accordingly.,  a* 
authority  aimilat  lo  thia  was  again  girenui  ue 
ycul8(M>|innbiUof  Uie  aane  title,  in  ibe  «■ 
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aeetioD.  "That  at  107  time  aAer  the  paasiog  of 
'  this  act^  it  shall  be  lawfal  for  the  Presideat  of 
'  the  United  Stales  by  his  order  to  remit  and  dis- 

*  continue  for  (he  time  being,  whenever  he  shall 

*  deem  it  expedient,  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
'  United  States,  all  or  unj  of  the  restraints  and 
'prohibitions  imposed  by  this  act,  in  respect  to 

*  the  territories  of  the  French  Republic,  or  to  any 

*  island,  port  or  place  belonging  to  the  said  Re- 
'  public,  with  which  in  his  opinion  a  commercial 
'  intercourse  may  be  safely  renewed ;  and  also  it 
'  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United 

*  States,  whenever  he  shall  afterwards  deem  it 

*  expedient,  to  rerolie  such  order,  and  hereby 
'  to  re-establish  such  restraints  and  prohibitions. 

*  And  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 

*  and  he  w  hereby  authorized  to  make  proclama- 
'  lion  thereof  accordingly."  These  three  several 
acts  were  passed  then ;  and,  whatever  objections 
may  have  been  made  to  the  laws  in  general,  no 
objection  was  made  to  that  part  authorizing  the 
Preaident  to  suspend  those  laws;  and  it  is  diffi- 
cdU  to  point  out  any  reasonable  objection  to  such 
a  power.  An  objection  cannot  be  fairly  inferred 
from  the  Constitution,  which  vests  in  Congress 
the  power  of  regulating  commerce,  but  does  bot 
prevent  them  from  vesting  in  the  President  a 
power  to  suspend  any  regulations  which  they 
make;  and  it  would  seem  strange  that  it  should 
be  thought  an  infriogement  of  the  Constitution  to 
direct  the  President  to  suspend  the  operation  of  a 
particular  measure  on  the  happening  of  certain 
erents  jwinted  out  in  the  law,  when,  in  the  laws 
which  T  have  read,  a  general  power  and  discretion 
imlimited  have  been  given  to  the  Executive  *'to 

*  lay,  regulate,  and  revoke  embargoes "  to  re- 
'  Toke  such  order  (non-intercourse)  whenever  in 
'  his  opinion  the  interests  of  the  United  Sutess 
'  ahall  require  it and. "  whenever  he  shall  after- 
'  wards  deem  it  expedient,  to  revoke  (such  orders,) 

*  and  hereby  to  re-establish  such  restraints  and 
'  prohibition  of  intercourse."  Certainty  thisreso- 
Idtion  does  not  propose  to  vest  a  power  so  unlim- 
ited as  this.  It  is  only  intended  to  vest  in  the 
President  a  power  under  certain  events  to  sus- 
pend the  embargo,  till  such  a  number  of  days  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  as  will 
enable  Congress  to  act  on  the  subject. 

I  will  mention  another  instance,  and  I  believe 
no  oian  objected  to  it,  in  which  a  power  was 
giren  in  substance  i>recisely  the  same — the  power 
10  MQsfeni  the  non-importation  act.  This  was  a 
law  iimilar  in  its  nature  to  the  embargo  law }  it 
prohibited  the  importation  of  certain  articles ;  and 
(he  President  was  authorized  by  law  to  suspend 
the  operation  of  that  law,  if  he  should  suppose 
the  latere^  of  the  country  to  require  ii.  The  law 
passed  almost  unanimously,  I  believe. 

The  resolution  as  it  now  stands  seems  to  roe 
to  embrace  the  principal  grounds  upon  which  we 
ongbt  to  authorize  the  Executive  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  the  law  in  question.  If  a  general 
peace  or  suspension  of  hostilities  take  place  in 
Europe,  it  would  seem  that  there  would  be  no 


takes  place,  in  the  event  of  inch  alterations  as 
shall  exclude  American  commerce  from  the  ope- 
ration of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belliger- 
ents, it  will  be  proper  that  the  embargo  should 
be  suspended,  they  being  the  grounds  on  which 
the  measure  was  adopted.  You  must  vest  a 
power  somewhere  to  ascertain  whether  such 
change  take  place  or  not.  You  cannot  precisely 
determine  the  fact  which  shall  authorize  suspen- 
sion ;  for  were  you  to  say  that  in  case  of  a  revo- 
cation of  the  decrees  of  France  or  England  the 
embarge  shall  cease,  you  give  a  vast  advantage 
to  those  nations — for  they  may  revoke  them  to- 
day and  reinstate  them  to-morrow,  as  their  in- 
terests may  dictate.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to 
veit  a  {lower  somewhere  to  ascertain  not  only  the 
revocation,  but  a  reasonable  assurance  that  they 
will  not  be  renewed.  For  this  purpose  it  is  es- 
sentially necessary  that  the  President  should  be 
authorized  to  determine  the  changes  which  shaU 
render  our  commerce  safe,  by  the  assurances 
which  majr  be  given  that  thejr  will  not  again  re- 
sort to  similar  measures.  This  I  mention  only  as 
my  general  object ;  as  to  the  expressions  in  the 
resolution  I  am  not  tenacious  01  them ;  and  in 
any  modification  of  them  which  shall  promote 
the  public  good  I  shall  certainly  acquiesce.  I 
have  no  object  but  one ;  that  the  public  may  see 
that  we  have  not  lel^  our  posts  tilt  we  had  done 
everything  in  our  power  to  relieve  them  from 
the  distress  of  measures  adopted  by  us  and  render- 
ed necessary  by  the  conduct  of  other  nations. 

I  conceive  this  to  be  more  important  to  the 
people  on  the  seaeoasts  than  to  the  people  fn  the 
Western  coantry.  To  the  Western  country  « 
few  weeks  or  months  protraction  of  the  interdie- 
tioQ,  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  could  not  be  of  much 
importance ;  yet  it  would  seem  to  me  that  in  the 
'.commercial  cities  and  towns,  in  the  Atlantic 
'States,  a  few  days  or  weeks,  much  more  so  a  few 
months,  which  might  occur  before  Congress  could 
cAivene,  would  09  very  important;  and  ther 
would  feel  niueb  uneasmess,  if,  koowiog  such 
changes  had  taken  place  as  would  warrant  the 
removal  of  the  embargo,  they  were  compelled  to 
lie  under  its  pressure  until  Congress  could  meet 
to  revoke  it.  It  cannot  l>e  expected,  after  the 
President  shall  determine  to  call  Congress,  that 
they  can  be  convened  here  in  less  than  three 
months.  Such  a  resolution  as  tbis^  therefore 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  commercial  interest. 

I  will  mention  another  eircnmstanoe,  and  that 
is  this:  that  if  00  snob  measure  as  that  proposed 
should  be  adopted,  and  such  a  change  taxe  place 
in  our  foreiga  relations  as  would  authorize  the 
removal  of  the  embargo,  Congress  might  be  called 
here  at  a  season  of  the  year  when  it  would  be 
extremely  ineonveoient  if  not  dangerous  to  them 
to  leave  their  homes.  I  [presume  no  gentleman 
would  wish  to  come  here  in  August  or  even  Sep- 
tember. It  is  for  these  reasons,  therefore,  added 
to  the  expense  attendant  on  an  extra  session,  that 
I  wish  such  a  measure  as  this  to  be  adopted.  I 
sec  many  advantages  which  may  result  irom  it ; 


danger  from  a  suspension  of  the  interdiction  of  and  do  not  sea  any  serious  inconvenience  which  it 
ov  own  rcneU  £rom  niling  j  bat  if  no  such  erent  I  can  be  supposed  to  produce. 
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Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  resolution  at  coa- 
nderable  length. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  be  had  not  expected  that, 
upon  a  proposition  of  this  kind,  the  subject  of  the 
treaty  which  was  rejected  by  the  Executive  would 
be  introduced.  I  did  attend  to  that  treaty  when 
it  was  read  in  the  House,  said  he,  and  I  bare  pe- 
rtised  it  with  some  attention  since  j  and  though 
not  a  practical  politician,  and  perhaps  not  suffi- 
ciently so  in  theory  to  speak  or  aecide  upon  every 
point  embraced  or  omitted  in  that  treaty,  I  think 
It  requires  but  little  discernment  indeed  to  see  that 
this  treaty  was  such  an  one  as  this  nation  would 
not  have  been  iusti&ed  in  acceding  to.  I  may 
differ  with  gentlemen  on  different  points  in  ibis 
treaty;  likewise  upon  the  circumstances  which 
woald  have  induced  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  of  that  treaty,  which  in  more 

Erilous  times  would  have  been  rejected.  But, 
:  me  ask,  were  we  in  a  worse  sitnation  when 
this  treaty  was  formed  and  rejected,  than  when 
the  treaty  was  formed  in  1794  ?  Had  we  any 
motive  to  induce  us  to  make  a  sacrifice  ?  In  1794, 
if  the  distress  of  an  Indian  war,  if  the  accumula- 
tion of  the  public  debt  which  was  continually  in- 
creasing, if  violations  of  neutral  commerce  and 
the  depredations  of  the  Power  of  Algiers,  with 
the  then  reduced  and  indigent  situation  of  our 
country,  would  have  justified  Jay's  Treaty,  the 
sacrifice  made  by  it  was  justifiable.  Did  circum- 
stances similar  to  these  exist  in  relation  to  the  re* 
jected  treaty  to  form  an  apology  for  the  conces- 
sions which  are  madeand  the  principles  which  are 
abandoned  1  Let  me  ask  what  was  our  situation 
in  1806-7?  Quite  different  from  that  of  1793,- 
when  Jay's  Treaty  was  received ;  and  we 
had  not  in  my  opinion  a  single  motive  to  induce 
a  sacrifice  in  the  formation  of  a  treaty  with  any 
foreign  Power.  Our  citizens  were  happy,  rich, 
and  la  flourishing  circumstauces,  the  nation  par- 
tookof  those  advantages,  and  that  prosperity  which 
invigorated  the  people  also  strengthened  the  na- 
tion. We  existed  as  an  independent  nation ;  and 
having  a  character  to  form,  it  was  necessary  that 
we  should  resist  foreign  invasion  on  our  political 
and  commercial  rights;  it  was  no  time  for  rece- 
ding the  privileges  we  had  already  enjoyed,  but 
rather  for  acquiring  others.  We  had  not  then  a 
motive,  except  a  wish  to  live  in  peace,  to  make  a 
aaerifice  when  the  treaty  was  formed  and  at  the 
time  it  was  rejected.  What  should  we  have  ob- 
tained 1^  this  treaty  1  It  surely  is  not  oecesBary 
for  me  to  enumerate  the  different  points  of  colli- 
aion  with  Great  Britain,  and  say  that  none  were 
fixed  on  a  better  fooling  than  Mfore  that  treaty 
was  formed,  and  many  on  a  much  worse. 

Upon  the  subject  of  impressment,  however,  I 
conceive  that  the  informalnote  placed  it  in  a  worse 
situation  than  that  in  which  it  stood  before.  Why  ? 
The  principle  never  had  been  denied,  that  our  sea- 
men should  not  be  impressed ;  but  under  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  right  of  taking  British  deserters,  this 
arrangement  permitted  it.  It  never  had  been  con- 
tended that  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  take 
American  seamen.  They  had  said  they  would 
take  their  own  men ;  but  they  never  had  said  that 
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they  would  exercise  this  right  to  the  abtue  of 
American  citizens;  and  whenever  these  mn 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  press-gan^  and  petty 
naval  commanders,  it  never  has  been  contended 
that  Great  Britain  would  sanction  the  acts  of  her 
officers.   In  this  arrangement  they  do  not  give  ap 
the  right  of  search  or  impressment ;  but  they  wiQ 
endeavor  not  to  abuse  it.    Did  not  the  lighuand 
I  may  add  the  sensibility  of  this  nation  require 
that  Britain  should  not  exercise  the  right  of  itn- 
pressmcot  except  it  were  ascertained  tbatitwai 
impossible  that  she  should  abuse  it  ?   Was  it  not 
one  of  the  primary  objects  of  the  mission  fiom 
the  American  Government  to  hare  the  subjectof 
impressment  fixed  upon  an  honorable  footingl 
We  did  not  wish  the  British  Ooveromeot  to  re- 
linquish the  possibility  of  getting  her  denertere; 
we  made  every  reasonable  proposition  toineetha 
justice,  and,  as  far  as  was  compatible  with  oar 
rights,  to  accommodate  her  interests.   I  believe 
propositions  were  offered  which  would  have  re- 
sulted to  the  advaoiage  of  Great  Britaia;she, 
however,  wa*  thejudge  of  that,  and  would  aot 
accept  of  them.   We  said  that  Great  Briuia  had 
a  ^ignt  to  reclaim  her  own  citizens,  but  that  ours 
should  not  be  subject  to  her  press-gangs.  Whtt 
is  our  situation  now?    Can  we  ever  give  op  the 
principle  that  Our  fiag  shall  protect  our  own  sea- 
men 1   Can  we  ever  submit  that  our  own  citizens 
shall  be  subject  to  the  discretion  or  pleasure  of  a 
British  naval  commander  ?   If  Great  Britain  had 
not  amused  us  with  a  syren  song,  the  American 
people  would  be  more  indignant  than  they  arcoa 
this  occasion.   But  I  hope  there  still  exists  a  dae 
sensibility  on  this  subject;  though  every  move- 
ment of  the  American  nation  shows  that  we  do 
not  wish  to  go  to  war.   Have  these  mea  not 
rights  7   How  eloquently  did  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  the  other  day  express  bis  indignation  that 
our  territorial  line  had  been  crossed,  and  our  citi- 
zens taken  from  the  bosom  of  our  country:  aaa 
will  he  ctmsentthat  our  citizen  shall  be  torn  from 
his  country,  family  and  friends,  and  doomed  to 
serve  a  long  and  useful  life  on  board  a  British 
man-of-war,  to  drag  out  the  remainder  of  his  ex- 
istence in  the  service  of  a  foreign  Power,  subject 
to  corporal  punishment  at  the  will  of  a  Briiisb 
officer,  from  an  admiral  down  to  a  midshipman' 
This  loformal  arrangement  says  that  they  will 
abstain  from  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  impress- 
ing our  citizens,  and  if  impressed,  they  will  make 
repantion  for  it.   Why  should  we  have  accepted 
a  solemn  act,  much  less  an  informal  note,  decls^ 
ing  they  wilt  abstain  from  the  practice  of  a  right 
which  ther  cannot  claim,  and  derogatory  to  out 
rights  t   Under  the  subject  of  impressment  then 
should  we  have  gained  anything  by  the  treatjr? 
We  may  all  differ  in  sentiments,  but  my  opinion  iS| 
that  so  larfrom  gaining  anything,  it  acknowledges 
informally  the  right,  alibough  Great  Britain  pro- 
mises not  to  exercise  it.   It  is  said  that  the  sub- 
ject was  left  open  for  discussion.    Had  we  not 
been  petitioning  long  enough  7   Had  not  our  Mia- 
istersacted  in  thecapacity  of  beggars  loogenough? 

I  consider  the  rejection  of  that  treaty  as  consti- 
tuting an  important  era  in  the  history  of  this 
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eoaotrf ;  and  I  believe  howerer  we  may  suffer, 
the  people  of  this  coonlry  will  not  retract.  We 
will  take  our  stand ;  aod  if  we  must  fall,  let  us  at 
Seaat  hare  the  merit  of  resistance. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  colonial  trade  I  shall 
say  oat  little.  I  believe  nothing  was  gained  on 
that  subject ;  if  nothing  was  done  why  make  a 
temporary  provision  in  relation  to  it.  Is  it  a  con- 
cession on  our  part  to  Great  Britato,  or  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  to  us  1  If  it  be  a  concession 
oo  the  part  of  tbe  United  States  to  allow  their 
eoloitfal  trade  to  be  guarded  in  this  war,  tbe  short- 
er the  time  the  better  i  if  it  bean  advantage  to 
US,  the  neulatioo  should  be  peraWDent.  If  neither, 
why  maie  any  agreement  in  relation  to  It  ?  V7e 
had  heretofore  enjoyed  that  trade.  What  now  1 
Tbe  goods  must  be  relanded,  and  two  per  cent, 
paid.  CooditioDs  and  fees  are  reqaired  on  our 
part  upon  that  commerce.  On  this  sabject  then 
Dothing  advantageous  to  us  is  done. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  East  India  trade,  it  is 
admitted  that  it  is  fixed  on  a  worse  footing  than 
might  have  been  exiiected^  Our  Ministers  say 
that  they  could  not  withstand  the  influence  of  the 
East  India  Company.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  ques- 
tion the  integrity  of  our  Ministers;  it  would  ill 
become  me,  a  child  of-  the  day,  to  detract  from 
their  merits  or  veil  earned  reputation.  But  it 
does  not  follow  because  tbey  have  with  difficulty 
obtained  this  treaty  that  it  should  not  have  been 
rejected ;  or,  that  it  would  not  hav«  been  as  replete 
with  evils  as  Pandora's  box. 

tTpm  the  subject  of  blockade  there  is  a  small 
deviation  perhaps,  and  that  in  the  particular  in- 
stance of  evidence.  I  recollect  a  particular  cir- 
cumstance attending  the  n^oUatioa  oo  the  sub- 
ject of  blockade,  and  of  searching  our  merchani 
Tcssds.  It  is  pressed  upon  tbe  British  Govern- 
mcnt  to  give  us  tbe  same  advantages  as  they  gave 
Id  tbe  Northern  Powers  in  a  treaty  with  Russia; 
and  although  there  is  an  informal  arransement 
which  looks  somethiug  like  this  treaty,  still  they 
have  been  so  cautious  as  not  to  give  us  anything ; 
or  to  give  as  everything  bai  that  for  which  we 
contend. 

The  subject  of  spoliations  on  our  commerce  is 
held  for  further  negotiation.   Notbiog  done. 

These  are  a  few  prominent  objections  wiih  mc 
to  the  treaty.  I  cannot  say  that  they  are  all ;  for 
the  aabjeet  baa  been  introduced  into  discussion 
before  we  could  have  an  opportunity  of  investt- 
gatiog  the  papers. 

On  the  subjects  of  impressment,  the  East  and 
West  India  trades,  searching  our  merchant  ves- 
sels, Uoekade,  and  spoliation,  nothing  material 
was  done. 

How,  then,  can  the  embaisu  be  ascribed  to  the 
rejection  of  this  treaty?  Recollect,  that  after 
they  had  agreed  to  these  formal  and  informal 
mrrangemenis,  her  practice  differed  from  her  pro- 
fessions. Are  we  to  put  ourselves  upon  her  national 
justice  forever,  and  she  to  make  professions  which 
she  as  oflen  violates  7  At  the  lime  of  the  attack 
upon  the  Chesapeake,  when  we  were  slumbering 
in  the  midst  of  a  negotiation  for  peace,  fand  let  it 
he  recollected  that  the  rejectioa  of  the  treaty 
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could  not  even  have  been  officially  known  at  the 
Court  of  London  on  that  day — the  22d  of  June,) 
might  it  not  have  been  expected  that  her  strong 
professions  of  friendship  and  her  formal  and  in- 
formal arrangements  would  have  cooGned  her  to 
a  peaceable,  if  not  friendly  demeanor  towards  usf 
She  sprung  upQQ  one  of  our  national  ships,  know- 
ing it  to  be  such,  and  made  a  prey  of  our  citizens 
in  sight  of  the  American  shore.  The  knowledge 
that  It  was  a  national  ship,  did  not  restrain  the 
licentiousness  of  a  British  officer.  She  disavows 
the  act ;  but  makes  no  reparation  for  it.  After 
havinz  entered  into  the  arrangements  then  under 
consideration  by  our  Government,  and  stipulating 
by  the  informal  arrangement  to  exercise  the  right 
of  impressment  with  moderation,  we  might  have 
supposed  that  she  would  have  shown  more  re- 
spect to  our  rights,  and  exercised  her  pretended 
right  with  more  "  moderation"  than  she  has  dis- 
played. 

But  there  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  I  have 
considered  our  foreign  relations,  and  I  deem  it 
important.  We  have  a  disposition  to  be  friendly 
to  Great  Britain  (and  I  hope  we  always  shall  feel 
that  disposition  towards  rier  and  all  others)  on 
honorable  terms;  but  we  find  that  tbe  measure  of 
non-importation,  the  exercise  of  our  national  sov- 
ereignty, was  a  cause  of  great  irritation  in  Great 
Britain;  and,  therefore,  we  were  to  purchase 
peace  by  a  treaty  which  we  see  on  the  face  of  it 
has  not  settled  tbe  important  subjects  of  irn'taticni 
in  this  nation.  We  have  always  been  the  com- 
plaining party;  the  acts  of  injury  have  been  dlsa* 
vowed,  or  justified — not  by  justice,  but  on  tbs 
principle  of  retaliation.  If  we  recede  aeain  we 
are  lost.  In  1785  did  she  not  reject  our  Ministerl 
Was  he  not  rejected  in  '93?  Was  not  the  trea^ 
of  Jay  hatched  up  to  allow  us  a  little  time  to  ftu- 
low  the  common  pursuits  of  industry?  I  say 
oothiog  with  a  design  to  produce  irritation  in  re- 
lation to  the  conduct  of  that  nation ;  I  b ope  we 
are  sufficiently  alive  to  it.  I  speak  of  the  treaty. 
Shall  we  recede  from  our  ground  in  1808  7  Where 
is  the  inducement  to  accept  a  treaty  by  which  we 
gain  nothing,  as  the  purchase  of  a  peace?  Have 
we  done  anv  acts  of  hostility  1  Have  we  invaded 
her  national  ships,  her  territory  ?  Have  we  cap- 
tured her  merchant  vessels  or  impressed  her  lea- 
men  ?  What  have  we  done  that  we  mast  make 
a  sacrifice?  Arewe  weak,  defenceless?  Lettha 
hour  of  danger  come,  and  we  shall  wax  strongs 
I  wish  no  alliance  with  either  Great  Britain  or 
France.  Gentlemen  wish  to  say  to  oar  merchant 
vessels  "you  may  go  oot  if  jrou  can."  Agreed. 
Those  who  stay  at  home  will  be  satisfied  with 
their  wisdom,  and  those  who  go  out  will  suffer  for 
their  temerit^.  Let  us  not  hold  out  the  idea  that 
we  are  an  independent  nation,  if  we  will  not 
maintain  our  rights.  When  the  rights  of  other 
nations  come  in  contact  with  our  own,  we' will 
each  yield — give  and  take.  Bat  on  fundamenUu 
principles  oo  yielding! 

Upon  tbe  subject  of  the  embargo,  tbe  worthy 
gentleman  from  Virginia  has  made  objections  to 
It  oD  a  Conslitntionu  ground,  and  held  oat  a  dia- 
tinctioD  between  a  permanent  and  a  tempmry 
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embargo.  If  ffe  hare  power  to  lay  an  embargo 
for  one  day,  have  we  not  the  power  to  renew  it 
at  the  end  of  that  day?  If  for  sixty  days,  have  we 
not  the  power  to  lay  it  agaio?  Would  it  oot 
amount  to  the  same  thiog?  If  we  pass  a  law  to 
expire  within  a  limited  term,  we  may  renew  it  at 
the  end  of  that  term;  and  there  is  no  difference 
between  a  power  to  do  this  and  a  power  to  pass 
laws  wiihont  specified  limit. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  public  good  re- 
quires that  the  embargo  should  be  removed  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  as  soon  as  the  causes  vanish 
which  produced  it,  it  may  be  removed.  I  have 
been  pleased  with  the  obserrations  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ttrgioia  in  reeard  to  the  elective  fran- 
chise ;  but  where  can  this  be  prostrated  by  the 
delegation  of  an  authority  to  the  President  to 
suspend  the  embargo?  Are  not  the  people  as 
competent  now  to  detect  a  lurking  monarchy  as 
they  hare  been  at  any  other  period?  Do  you  not 
find  tbe  people  bearing  with  patriotism  the  incon* 
veniences  which  result  from  the  measures  we  are 
eompelted  to  adopt?  1  can  speak  with  certainty 
as  to  the  part  of  the  country  which  I  represent, 
that  they  do.  What  could  we  have  done?  Had 
we  taken  no  measures  whatever,  the  property  of 
our  merchants  would  haVe  enriched  our  enemies; 
bad  we  suffered  our  merchant  vessels  to  arm,  we 
should  have  been  in  active  war  In  a  month.  Had 
we  not  better  remain  as  we  are,  prepared  to  strike 
a  blow  or  relax  upon  a  change  for  worse  or  better 
of  those  circumstances  which  had  well  nigh  anni- 
hilated our  commerce  ? 

The  gentleman  has  told  us  that  the  embargo  is 
well  received  in  Great  Britain.  Po  we  not  know 
the  warm  discussions  which  have  taken  place  in 
the  British  Parliament?   Have  we  not  seen  the 

KetitioDS  of  the  people  Enjiland,  and  from  our 
tinister  himself  do  we  not  know  that  if  we  are 
plunged  into  a  war  the  whole  world  will  say 
that  the  cause  of  America  is  just?  If  we  are 
upon  wrong  ground,  let  us  retract;  if  not,  let  us 
have  iMre  justice,  and  I  for  one  will  be  satisfied. 
It  would  give  me  extreme  pain  that  I  should 

f'ive  a  sanction  to  any  measure  which  should  took 
ike  a  dependence  on  a  foreign  Oovernment;  but, 
if  we  see  our  course  clear,  are  we  to  be  diverted 
from  it,  becsube  it  may  be  beneficial  or  otherwise 
to  them?  I  would  not  obey  the  impulse  of  any 
foreign  Power }  but  1  would  not  be  driven  from 
my  courae  because  it  might  operate  this  or  that 
way  on  a  foreign  Government;  nor,  I  am  con- 
vinced, would  other  gentlemen  consult  the  inter- 
est of  a  foreign  Qovernment,  when  adopting 
measures  for  the  security  of  our  own.  Having 
aaid  this  much,  I  resume  my  seat.  It  has  not 
been  my  design  to  attack  the  motives  or  con- 
duct of  our  Ministers  at  London.  I  believe  they 
obtained  the  best  treaty  that  was  in  their  power; 
but  i  believe  that  it  ought  to  have  been  rejected, 
for  it  was  pregnant  witb  mischief. 

Mr.  Ri.NDoi<PH  said  he  would  just  remind  his 
friendfrom  Kentucky,  that  he  bad  never  conceded 
the  right  of  Congress  to  lay  a  temporary  embargo. 

The  Committee  rose  at  about  four  o'clock,  and 
obtained  leave  to  sit  again.— Adjourned. 


Aphil,  I80B. 


WEDNESDi.T.  April  13. 

Mr.  RAMnoLTH  called  for  the  order  of  the  dsv 
on  the  bill  for  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  mi' 
liiia  of  the  United  States. 

The  Spearbb  declared  that  the  unfinished 
business  (resolution  respecting  the  erat«^o]  had 
preference  in  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  postpone  that  subject 
although  he  had  no  wish  to  delay  it,  till  the  tult 
for  arming  the  militia  should  be  taken  up. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rbba,  Mr.  Rahddlpb 
modified  his  motion  so  that  the  resolution  relative 
to  the  embargo  should  be  referred  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  sUte  of  the  Union.— N^alir- 
ed,  49  to  29. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  to  revive  and  continue  iu  force  an  act  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
Stales  of  Maryland  ana  Georgia  ;"  to  which  thef 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  1^  rep- 
resentatives of  Thomas  Barclay,  deceased,  which 
being  gone  through,  was  immediately  ordered  to 
a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Camfbell,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  presented  a  hill  making  an  ap* 
propriation  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  an  appropri- 
ation for  the  support  of  Government  during  the 
present  year,  and  making  an  appropriation  for 
defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  valuatioo 
of  the  houses  and  lands,  and  the  enumeration  of 
slaves  within  the  United  Slates;  wbicii  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  iba 
Whole  to-morrow. 

SUSPENSION  OP  THE  EMBARGO. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Holmes,  that  die 
resolution  proposed  by  Mr.  G.  W.  Caupbell,  ob 
the  eighth  instant,  relative  to  a  suspension  of  tbe 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  porta  and 
harbors  of  'the  United  States,  do  lie  on  the  laUe. 
And  the  question  being  pot  thereupon,  itjmsBei 
in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  die 
Whole  on  the  resolution. 

Mr  LoTB  said,  to  a  proposition  having  for  itsolh 
ject  the  removBiof  the  embargo,at  thefinit  momnt 
the  public  interests  would  permit,  he  bad  presumed 
there  would  have  been  no  objection  made  eitbw  M 
that  floor  or  by  any  man  in  the  nation.  In  this 
presumption,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  am  extremely  sorry 
to  be  disappointed,  and  more  especially  so,  as  the 
mode  of  opposition  calls  for  a  reply  trom  those 
who  have  been  the  advocates  of  the  system  of 
policy  pursued  bf  the  Government,  during  the 
embarrassing  crisis  it  hfts  been  compelled  toea* 
counter. 

The  proposition  before  the  Committee  is  so 
familiar  to  those  who  have  been  long  in  tbe  habits 
of  legislation,  from  tbe  fVequent  exercise  of  the 
general  principle  on  which  it  rei>is.  that  nothisg 
not  already  obvious  to  the  minds  of  the  greater 
part  of  this  honorable  body,  I  am  sure,  can  be 
said  in  strpport  of  it.  In  the  observations  there* 
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fore,  sir,  wbieh  I  abiU  troable  the  Committee  with, 
U  will  not  be  oeeesearf  to  sar  more  than  shall  be 

E>per  in  aosver,  ooljr,  to  the  objeciiooi  which 
ve  been  made  at  this  lime,  to  the  exercise 
of  tht  power  eon tem plated  by  the  resolution. 

I  hare  heard  do  argatnent  yet  ni^ed  against 
Ibe  ri^ht  of  delegating  in  any  sitaation.  or  nnder 
any  etreamstances,  the  exercise  of  special  powers 
wnich  are  acknowledged  to  be  rested  ia  a  more 
general  view  essentially  in  the  Legislature.  The 
argtiment  if  urged  to  sach  an  extent  would  eri- 
deatly  defeat  itself,  and  go  to  destroy  the  opera- 
tions of  this  or  any  other  Goreroment  derirtog 
the  aoarce  of  its  amborttjr  from  a  Legislature. 
Our  Goostitntion  has  enjoined  many  duties  on 
Congress,  wfaleh  withoni  a  delegation  of  the 
powers  thus  Tasted  in  it,  eonld  neirer  be  effected. 
An  oUeetfon  to  the  reeolotion  under  discussion 
on  aa  broad  a  ground,  wonld  have  beeo  too  obvi- 
oody  untenable.  The  question  has  not  beeo  thus 
directly  met ;  bnt  in  opposition  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  delegatioo  of  power  oootem- 
pfancd,  a  distinction  has  been  taken  between  the 
anthority  which  sbould  be  gtren  to  suspend  a  law, 
already  in  operation,  and  one  vhioh  bai  not  yet 
commenced  its  operation. 

i  listened,  sirfWiih  erery  ^possible  attention  to 
the  argument  made  on  this  distinction.  lam 
obtiged  to  say  there  was  no  reason  intelligible  to 
my  mind,  offered  in  support  of  it.  I  will  con- 
tent nyself  tbereforo  with  expressing  the  opinion 
tbnc  the  cirenmslance  of  a  postponed  or  present 
operation,  cannot  make  a  diffiftrenee  in  the  prin- 
flifde.  In  both  eases  the  anthority  which  d^le- 
oate*  ibe  agency  is  the  same,  it  is  tbeact  of  erery 
iraiMb  of  tbe  Legislatore,  and  there  can  be  no 
disttDction  which  would  not  apply  tot>ne  equally 
wHb  tbe  other.  It  may  in  the  manner  of  its  ex- 
eicise  be  assimilated  to  the  powers  of  a  Legnlature 
to  repeal  a  law  already  in  existence,  in  eoatradis- 
tiaeiioo  to  the  power  of  repealing  one,  tbe  ope- 
niti<in  of  which  had  been  suspended.  If  soch  a 
position  could  be  sustained  (as  a  proper  inference 
jTom  our  Gonetitution)  it  would  be  rain;  for  if 
the  Le|;islature  hare  the  right  of  repealing  a  taw, 
Aey  mwbt  in  the  same  breath  that  they  wonld 
lepeal  this,  enact  another  which  should  provide 
in  a  uamiersofar  in  conformity  with  the  prac- 
tice acknowledged  to  be  correct,  as  to  be  entirely 
eoBompt  from  tbe  triijection  urged  on  the  gronnd 
1^  Ibis  distinedon. 

When  i  compare  the  limited  nature  of  the 
power  Mw  iwapfMed  to  be  delated,  with  those 
almost  UDbounoed  trusts,  which  it  has  been  tbe 
eenmnt  praetiee  of  the  Legislature  to  confide  in 
tha  ^ccBtire  Department,  L  cannot  help  feeling 
at  a  less  to  aecounc  for  the  present  opposition  on 
any  grounds  of  constsieney.  Those'  delegations 
of  authority  hare  not  been  confined  in  practice 
10  either  of  the  political  parties  which  hare  at 
dtflerent  times  given  a  tone  to  tbe  Qoremment. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  who  has  intro- 
dneed  the  resolution,  has  mentLoned  several  ia- 
staaces  in  which  this  has  been  done;  permitmeto 
add  etbers,  i»  which  it  appears  to  me  tbe  principle 
baa  been  carried  fortber  than  in  the  present  case. 


By  tbe  Constitution,  the  power  of  borrowing' 
money  is  in  express  terms  txchuively  vested  vu 
Congress.  Yet  this  has  been  only  exercised  by  a 
delegation  of  it,  from  the  eommeneement  of  tba 
Qorernmeot  nil  tbe  time  has  ceased  when  it  war 
necessary  to  exercise  it.  I  hope,  sir,  it  may  nerer 
be  necessary  to  do  it  again,  but  if  it  sbould,  I  a^ 
gentlemen  how  it  wUIm  effected  but  by  the  in« 
terrentioo  of  an  agency,  although  tbe  wonls  of  tha 
Coiutilution  permit  Cangrta*  only  **to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States." 

Other  powers  of  great  importance,  solely  con- 
fided to  Coagcess,  hare  been  delegated,  and  not  as 
now  contemplated,  in  a  restricted  and  limited 
decree,  but  in  terms  of  tbe  broadest  and  most  ab- 
solute diacretion ;  many  iasiaD<^s  bare  occurred 
of  this  in  constant  succession  erer  since  tbe  revo- 
lution, ID  political  opinion,  which  bas  taken  place 
in  the  Legislature  of  the  Union ;  for  scarcely 
were  the  Republicans  warm  in  their  seau  before 
they  made  a  delegation  of  tbe  power  to  the  Presi^ 
dent,  more  unlimited  in  principle  and  more  dan* 
gero'js  in  practice  than  that  nowadrocated,  for  8us> 
pending  the  operation  of  the  embargo  law.  Ia 
180S  he  was  authorized  to  organize  a  military 
corps.  In  February,  1803,  he  was  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  built  several  ressels  .of  war,  if  the  ex- 
ieeocies  of  the  service  sbould  require  it.,  In  160i 
the  same  powers  were  repeated,  and  many  others, 
equally  dangerous  and  equally  necessary,  wot 
delegated  both  these  years.  In  March,  1805,  ha 
was  authorized  to  permit  or  interdict  at  pleasure- 
foreign  Teasels  from  coming  into  our  ports.  Com- 
pare the  discretion  either  in  extent  or  impwtanea 
vested  by  those  laws,  with  that  now  contemiriatei^ 
and  on  the  ground  of  precedent  we  are  more  tbaifc 
justified;  even  in  the  present  session  we  have 
delegated  the  power  of  suspoidiog  or  continuing 
a  law,  now  certainly  in  operation,  by  autborizjn|f 
the  President  to  build  and  equjp,  or  not,  at  hn 
discretion,  a  number  of  gunboats,  or  be  may,  nn- 
der tbe  influence  of  the  like  discretion,  forerer 
desist  from  the  execution  of  it. 

If  this  body  is  supposed  to  act  under  tbe  regular 
impulse  of  any  political  principles,  it  appears  to 
me,  sir,  that  the  numerous  precedents  to  be  fouml 
in  our  statutory  code  ought  to  hare  an  e^ct.  In 
those  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  many  others 
which  bare  been  enumerated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  the  President  was  rested  with 
the  right,  ad  libitwai,  to  continue,  suspend,  or  tert 
minate  the  operation  of  a  law.  In  tbe  present 
one  the  discretion  is  limited  to  tbe  eontingeneieil' 
of  peace  in  Earope,  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  or 
soeh  conduct  and  assurances  on  the  part  of  the 
belligerents  who  have  inraded  our  eommeroiai 
rights,  as  will  enable  our  ressels  to  pass  with  otw 
produce  in  safety  to  a  foreign  market. 

Let  us  now  exsmine,  sir,  the  other  Constitu- 
tional oijjection  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  that  Coo^^ress  have 
not  tbe  power  to  lay  an  embargo.  If  indeed  this 
novel  position  be  correct,  the  question  is  at  an 
end,  and  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
be  justified  in  the  resistance  the  argument  invites. 
I  Kad  indeed  understood  the  gentleman,  as  ethere 
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necr  me  did,  to  foaod  bw  idea  of  the  nneonsthu- 
tioDality  of  this  emhar^,  oo  the  circumstance 
of  the  laws  imposiog  it  being  unlimited  as  to 
time.  He  defined  an  embargo  to  mean  an  in- 
kibitioD  for  a  limited  time,  and  the  nnlimiled 
nature  of  the  present  embargo  was  dwelt  on  by- 
lilm  with  peculiar  emphasis;  but  when  a  gentle- 
men from  Kentucky,  (Mr  Johnson.)  who  fol- 
lowed him,  had  ably  exposed  the  fallacy  of  thin 
dbtinction,  and  completely  sent  the  argument 
borne  to  its  aotbor,  the  distinction  was  abandoned 
hj  eiplaoation.  1  understand  the  explanation  of 
Cne  gentleman ;  but  as  the  object  in  pressing  the 
nlimited  tonality  of  this  embargo  on  the  sensibility 
of  the  nation,  cannot  be  mistaken,  I  have  too. 
«r,  for  reasons  alike  obvious,  thought  it  proper  to 
nentioD  it.. 

But,  sir,  as  to  (he  power  to  lay  an  embargo. 
The  first  motives  fur  an  union  of  the  States, 
imply  this  as  indispensable.  It  would  be  enough 
to  show  it  to  be  a  measure  of  general  defence, 
V>d  protection,  to  give  Congress  a  right  to  act  on 
(he  subject }  as  such,  sir,  it  expressly  ranks  among 
the  provisions  assigned  as  the  greatcauses  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution;  for  in  the 

Ereamble  to  this  instrument,  the  people  say,  they 
ave  adopted  it,  ia  order  "to  provide  for  the  eom- 
raon  defence  and  general  welfare." 

In  the  first  paragraph  of  th«  eighth  section  of 
tiie  first  article,  the  same  Words  are  repeated ; 
eommon  defeoee  and  oommon  protection,  to  ttiv 
•zteraal  iotercet  of  the  United  States,  are  then  the 
peealiar  objects  of  its  Qovemment.  An  embargo 
nnder  some  eircomstaoces  is  not  only  a  proper  but 
a  neeenary  and  indispensable  means  of  common 
defence  and  protection ;  I  migbt  say  that  the  pre- 
lent  crisb  is  a  strong  illustration  of  such  necessity. 
But  if  the  right  to  lay  an  embargo  is  controverted, 
I  would  ask  by  what  means  i«  tor  Government  in 
time  of  war,or  expected  war,  under  the  authority 
of  law  to  secure  the  property  of  its  citizens,  which  it 
is  the  business  of  all  Qovernmeots  to  do,  towards 
all  who  claim  under  it  the  protection  of  their 
rigb^  ?  Where  ia  the  power  lodeed,  if  not  in  the 
National  Legislature,  which  shall  prohibit  your 
own,  or  even  your  enemies'  renels  from  leaving 
your  ports,  after  a  declaration  of  war  t  Are  the 
States  veisted  with,  or  do  they  generally  retain  the 
fight  to  lay  an  amlurgo?  No,  sir,  they  cannot 
•0  far  enter  into  the  collisions  of  interests  which 
would  follow  among  each  other  by  prevention  the 
Tesscis  from  sailing  from  the  ports  of  any  of  them. 
The  effect  of  doing  so  would  be  too  obviously  an 
invasion  of  tbe  ||eneral  powers  of  commercial 
regulation  voldy  mtrusted  to  Congress.  Can  any 
man  of  rational  mind  suppose,  then,  that  the  Qov- 
emment of  this  country  is  really  so  defective  in 
what  is  not  only  to  common  sense  an  obvious  rea- 
•on  but  one  ofthe  express  objects  of  iu  institution? 

But  to  lay  an  embai^o  is  unconstitutional,  be- 
eatise  Congress  cannot  lay  an  export  duty  !  And 
it  is  argued  by  the  same  gentleman  that  the  les- 
•er  power  being  thus  provided  against,  the  exer- 
cise of  tbe  greater  must  of  course  be  included  in 
the  prohibition ;  the  minor  fanning  an  objection, 
the  major  ii^  a  fortiori,  inadmlariblc.  How  easily 
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sir,  is  this  argoment  of  inference  retorted  n  ths 
gentleman  ;  for,  according  to  a  familiar  and  etr- 
tainlf  plain  course  of  reasoning,  it  would  seen, 
that  if  the  subjects  are  the  same  as  is  said,  when 
the  fraroers  ot  our  Constitution  made  an  exeep* 
tion  of  the  lesser  power,  if  they  had  intended  tlio 
to  except  tbe  greater,  they  would  n&t  hare  foe- 
gotten  it. 

The  reasons  which  infiuenced  tbe  framm  of 
that  instrument  to  provide  against  the  power  of 
laying  an  export  duty,  were  obvious;  the  prori- 
sion  was  adopted  in  that  sjurit  of  motoal  aecoo- 
modation,  which  wasaoneeessa^  to  tbe  harmony 
of  the  whole.  It  would  be  difficult,  it  was  esiily 
foreseen,  to  deTise  an  export  ,duty,  which  woold 
not  bear  harder  on  some  of  tbe  States  than  otbos; 
it  was  better  thereforooot  to  resort  at  all  toa  mode 
of  taxation  which  would  afford  so  frniilessa  sosKC 
of  contention.  The  policy  too  of  taxing  expoTti 
was  perhaps  radically  inadmissible;  yetlcaoiOt, 
fur  my  life,  discern  how  ao  export  dot;  baf  ben 
drawn  into  analogy  with  an  embargo. 

That  the  embargo  wasa  corse,  sir.  and  coDtioiies 
to  be  a  most  calamitous  one  to  us  all,  I  bare  heard 
no  one  deny  ;  hut  until  now,  I  have  not  heard  the 
assertion  advanced  that  our  Gk)vemraeDt,  bf  its 
conduct,  was  the  author  of  that  cause.  Yes,  at, 
many  evils  which  the  injnsiiee  of  other  mtiow 
have  inflicted  on  the  peace  and  honor  of  the  Uai* 
led  States  are  acknowledged  to  be  corses  of  the 
most  irritating  and  affecting  naiore;  but  thegee- 
tleman  has  said  more  for  fSnglaad  and  Fnnee, 
than  eithcrof  them  have  beforesaid  for  themsdrei, 
when  be  attributes  to  his  own  Government  lbs 
misconduct  which  baa  prodoeed  those  evil*.  It 
was  scarcely  to  be  expeeted  that  any  state  of 
internal  division  or  any  views  of  whatever  descrip- 
tion would  have  produced  on  this  floor  an  laer- 
tion  which  has  tons  pet  a  new  argutneot  in  tke 
hands  of  our  enemies  in  justifieaiion  of  their  ig- 
gressions  on  us;  it  is  more  than  our  enemiesbare 
asserted.  We  have  beard  indeed  from  Fraaee 
and  Eneland  that  i  heir  decrees  and  orders,  irtiefa 
makes  the  present  voluoury  retirement  from  the 
seas  necessary  on  onr  part,  were  tbe  efiectof  u 
unjustifiable  attack,  which  each  has  attribnted  ii 
the  first  insunce  to  tbe  other.  Each  criminaM 
tbe  other,  and  not  Amcriea,  with  being  ibeaoikot 
of  the  peculiar  mode  of  warfare  whieh  bas  iH0fe4 
so  destructive  to  the-rights  of  neutrals.  Tbererf 
language  of  their  orders  and  decrees  assume  tkis 
position,  and  tbey  are  all  prefaced  with  the  de- 
claration, that  their  orders  are  enacted  inibe^rit 
of  reuliatioa  on  each  other,  and  not,  sir,  for  any 
ofience  which  our  Qovemment  has  been  the  aO' 
tbor,  of  as  the  gentleman  now  tells  the  Americai 
people ;  for  what  purpose  let  the  nation  judge. 

I  may  surely  be  permitted  to  express  my  sur- 
prise and  astoaishment  at  this  asfeerttoo,  str.  u  it 
has  never  before  been  iosinuated,  on  this  floor  at 
least;  and  as  it  forms  so  strong  a  contiabC  with  tht 
declarations  which  bave  been  before  made  bjr  the 
same  gentleman,  permit  me  to  recall  tbe  gwti^ 
m8o*s  attention  to  bis  a^uments  in  «oiwlare,aDd 
to  ntMic^  if  it  will  not  be  one  of  ocder,  (whieh  I 
presaoM  it  will  not,  as  all  whieh  then  uwk  pUee 
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hmm  naee  been  directed  to  be  published,)  the 
^made  of  hie  oppoiiiion  to  the  embargo  at  that 
luie. 

It  ii  recollected  by  us  all  ibat  the  booor  of  pre- 
■entiog  a  resdutioa  ia  coDformity  to  the  policy 
reeoanDended  by  tbe  President,  ia  bis  Message  of 
(he  18tb  of  December  last,  was  an  object  of  emu- 
laiioD  between  tbe  geDilemaa  from  Vir^nia  and 
ooe  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Crownih8[i«eld,) 
vfaose  absrace  from  tbe  House  tbe  natioD  bas  so 
much  cause  to  depbre,  and  we  ell  so  sensibly  feel. 
I  ihou^bt  it  then,  and  still  think  it  an  honorable 
emnlfttioD,  arising  from  a  )iatriotie  lenseof  duty. 
The  gutleman  Irom  Viivinia  finally  succeeded, 
and  became  the  anthor  of  the  resolntion  in  this 
House  for  laying  tbe  emb&rffo ;  scarcely  had  he, 
however,  presented  the  resolution,  tbe  necessity 
of  which  heat  tbe  same  time  took  occasion  toob- 
aerre  be  bad  long  foreseen,  and,  for  two  years  at 
leut,  before  the  period  when  it  was  recommend- 
«df  (and,  of  course,  sir,  prior  to  the  rejection  of 
this  noted  London  Treaty  of  December,  1806, 
BOW  so  much  eulogized,)  scarcely  had  be  thus  ex- 
^«s3ed  bis  approbation  of  the  embargo,  till  be 
^ain  doubted  its  policy,  and  soon  after  denounc' 
^  its  justice,  not  yet,  indeed,  for  any  of  the  rea- 
sons we  now  hear,  respecting  tbe  rejectioa  of 
die  treaty,  but  because  u  was  a  measure  said, 
or  insinuated,  to  be  dictated  by  France;  and 
that  it  was  to  have  an  injurious  operaiton  solely 
on  Bogland.  It  was  in  vaio  that  the  friends  of 
the  tfoiba^  urged  tbe  probable  existence  of  the 
vcr^  gfronnds  that  measure  now  more  strongly 
tests  oo  J  that  tbe  hostile  determination  of  France 
t»  coforee  her  decree  of  November  21,  1806, 
wmdd  probably  be  followed  by  orders  as  harsh  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain;  that  ibis  was  tbe 
coarse  of  policy  tbe  adoption  of  which  England 
had  already  anoouQced,  and  its  execution  might, 
therefore,  be  fairly  anticipated ;  that  the  King's 
proclamation  of  the  l6thof  October,  a  copy 
«f  which  accompanied  tbe  President's  Message, 
was  an  erideoce  of  the  del ermi nation  of  that 
GhiTeraiaeDt  to  offer  do  sstisfacipry  accomraoda- 
tioa  of  our  differences,  aod  of  its  deteimined  usur- 
patiott  of  our  maritime  righu ;  to  these  argumenu 
■othing  was  replied,  but  the  repetitions  in  len^tb- 
racd  speeches  of  tbe  sable  charges.  Theopioiona 
then  avowed^  sir,  by  the  advocates  of  tbeembar^, 
bare  met  with  support  from  the  evento  which 
have  siaee  beeo  developed,  while  the  nnjustifiabl* 
froands  of oppoution  are  abandoned,  even  by  their 
aathors.  Bat,  air,  if  there  is  any  gentleman,  who, 
with  bis  eves  open  to  the  situation  of  the  com- 
■Mtce  of  tne  world;  will  say  that  the  emtorgo 
ooght  to  be  removed,  and  that  tbe  policy  is  un- 
seoad.  let  me  ask  him  to  tell  us  what,  in  the  em- 
barrassing state  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the 
cffiirts  of  France  and  England  to  involve  us  in 
their  cooAieta,  we  aje  to  do  7  The  gentleman  fiom 
Virginia  has  hinted  at  arming  our  merebantwen  1 
War,  then,  is  tbe  substitute;  it  is,  indeed,  tbe  only 
one,  I  agree.  To  arm  our  merchantmen,  leads  to 
war— nay,  sir,  it  is  war^  according  to  the  ioterpre- 
tatioD  Mtiooa  hare  a  right  to  pat  on  such  an  act 
«f  «  Qovocomeat  j  it  will  be  opposed  by  open 


war  and  undisguised  hostility.  If  we  are  to  have 
war,  let  it  be  in  the  direct  tone  and  unequivocal 
language  of  a  nation  indignant  at  the  insults  it 
bas  received,  not  in  the  indirect  tuanoer  of  arm- 
ing a  few  trading  vessels,  the  masters  of  whom 
would  choose  for  tbe  nation  its  enemy,  or  involve 
ua  with  both  tbe  belligerents  at  once,  as  tbeir  par- 
ticular animosities  might  dictate ;  if  we  are  to  go 
to  war,  it  might  be  well  to  fight  ooe  at  a  time  at 
least.  But,  Mr,  I  cannot  but  hope  if  our  strong,  but 
pacific  policy  is  adhered  to,  cursed  as  it  is  said  to 
be,  it  may  yet  preserve  us  from  the  conflicts  of 
Europe.  It  is  4  curse,  indeed,  sir,  under  which 
we  are  compelled  to  labor,  bat  what  is  the  alter- 
native? I  have  tbotight  mach,sir,on  the  subject; 
it  has  been  my  duty  as  well  as  that  of  every  other 
gentleman  to  weigh  it  well.  We  bear  its  effects 
are  severely  felt,  and  we  bear,  too,  what  an  the 
exertions  uf  our  opponents  to  seize  the  favorite 
opportunity  which  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  pro- 
duce, to  excite  the  sensibility  of  the  people 
tlirough  tbe  medium  of  tbeir  immediate  interests. 
But  remove  the  embargo,  aod  we  must  arm  our 
vessels,  and  war  is  at  once  declared.  I  have  beard 
no  one  deny  that  this  must  be  tbe  alternative. 
Compare  tbeevils,  both  of  great  extent.  1  admit, 
by  the  embargo,  we  lose  half  the  value  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  country,  or  the  receipt  of  it  is  sus- 
pended ;  by  war,  to  admit  tbe  effect  in  this  par- 
ticular, Qo  worse,  at  least  it  could  be  no  better;  bat 
have  we  counted  the  costs  of  the  acmiea  wie  are 
to  nise^  and  to  pay,  of  tbe  supplies  we  are  to  fur- 
nish, of  the  loss  of  our  blood,  and  tbe  dimintition 
of  our  strength,  of  the  reduction  of  tbe  profits  of 
agriculture  itself,  by  calling  men  from  tbeir  do- 
mestic occupatioas,  and  lessening  the  number  of 
hands  for  tillage — have  we  calculated  tbe  thou- 
sand other  evils,  which  follow  in  the  train  of  war? 
To  plunge  into  war,  sir,  to  escape  the  curse  of  the 
embargo,  would  be  truly  fulfilling  the  adage  of 
old— ''out of  the  frying-pan  into  the  fire."  I  do 
not  -hesitate  to  say  that,  if  we  have  patriotism 
enough  to  pursue  our  own  interests,  better  would 
it  be  for  this  country  to  remain  under  the  truly 
calamitous  curse  of  the  embargo  for  years,  than 
at  once  to  latinch  itself  into  war.  But  if  we  must 
at  length,  after  all  our  efforts  to  prevent  tt,  have 
war,  let  it  be  a  war  dependent  on  national  senti- 
ment, and  arising  from  no  doubtful  necessity, 
which  must  be  produced  by  the  cpnflieta  of  our 
vessels  at  ses.  We  all  know,  and  have  fdt  that 
it  has  required  tbe  exertion  of  an  unparalleled 
fortitude,  to  resist  the  emotions  which  have  im- 
pelled to  acts  of  vengeance  and  redress,  for  our 
injuries ;  let  us  not,  then,  seek  for  new  caoses,  of 
doubtful  necessity,  to  place  us  at  once  at  war.  as 
would  be  the  case  by  arming  our  vessels.  No,  sir, 
let  it  be  a  cause  whicb,  in  spite  of  our  divisions, 
so  earnestly  of  late  fomented,  must  unite  us,  in 
one  spirit  uf  opposition,  in  oue  sentiment  of  in- 
dignation against  the  enemy  who  shall  attack  u^ 
with  tne  spirit  ofuoanimiiy  with  which  a  sense 
of  injury  wilt  inspire  us.  I  do  not  too  highljr  es- 
timate our  strength,  or,  I  trust^ur  patriotism, 
when  I  say,  that  oo  army  which  Sarope  eomhin- 
ed  could  transport  acrow  the  Atlantic,  coold  long 
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wUh^tand  the  AmericaD  arms.  That  we  hare 
bad  ample  cause  of  war,  wanton,  uDproroked 
eause,  I  bad  not,  till  now,  supposed  had  been 
doubted  ;  we  are  now,  indeed,  informed  that  our 
Oovemmeot  is  to  blame,  and  that  the  insults  and 
injuries  to  which  we  have  been  subjected,  are,  in 
a  ifteat  measure,  attributable  to  its  misconduct. 
IVbat  the  object  is,  in  making  these  assertions,  let 
the  Daiion  judge;  betieriog  them  groundless,  f 
do  not  fear  to  be  able  to  prove  them  so.  The  non- 
importation  law  has  been  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
sabjeets  of  juat  umbrage  to  England,  and  as  hav- 
ing had  an  embarrassing  effect  on  the  slate  of  our 
negotiations  there.  The  gentleman  bascertainly 
bat  little  attended  to  the  documents  which  hare 
lately  been  read  in  this  House;  if  he  had,  he 
would  there  hare  found,  under  the  sanction  of  au- 
thority which  he  is  not  presumed  to  doubt,  thatit 
was  a  measure  one  of  our  Ministers  in  London 
has  giren  his  most  unequivocal  approbation  to. 

It  was  said  that  our  Ministers  were  suppliants 
at  a  foreign  Court— our  Goreroraent  must  place 
ao  efficient  instrument  in  their  hands;  and  a  co- 
ercire  svstem  of  policy  is  recommended,  with  a 
direct  allusion  to  the  enaction  of  the  noo-impori- 
ation  law  before  the  rising  of  the  Congress  then 
in  session. 

We  are  told,  too,  that  a  principal  cause  of  our 
embarrassmenis  ia  the  rejection  of  the  treaty  eon- 
eluded  by  oar  Ministers  in  Loodoo  on  the  Slst  of 
December,  1806.  This  assertion  has  been  made 
here,  sir,  with  sneh  earnestness  that  it  requires 
examination.  The  treaty  which  has  been  reject- 
ed by  oar  Qovernment  has  been  eu)(wized,  and  a 
month's  discussion  of  it  has  been  cbalfenged ;  not. 
it  is  true,  wholly  on  its  intrinste  worth,  or  posi- 
tire  merits,  hut  because  the  circamstances,  also, 
ander  which  it  was  concluded,  made  its  provis- 
ions proper,  and  its  adoption  necessary.  The 
Treaty  of  1794,  commonly  called  Jay's  Treaty,  I 
understood  the  gentleman  also  to  say,  would,  un- 
der the  existing  circomsianees  of  Decetnber,  1806, 
bare  been  proper  for  our  adoption.  This  was,  in- 
deed, sir,  a  necessary  preface  to  his  defence  of  the 
rejected  treaty,  for  it  is  ceruinly  susceptible  of 
easy  demonstration,  that  it  is,  in  its  features  and 
prorisiona,  more  objectionable  and  defective 
tfaui  the  Treaty  of  1794 ;  and,  whether  we  take 
it  on  the  grouod  of  peculiarity  in  the  eircam- 
alances  of  the  contracting  parties,  or  on  its  in- 
triiiaie  merits,  it  has  less  claim  to  our  assent. 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  examine  the  circum- 
stances nnder  which  those  ttro  treaties  were 
made,  and  then  compare  their  respective  proris- 
ioaa.  From  the  retrospect  I  am  at  this  time  able 
to  take  of  oar  situations  at  those  different  periods, 
I  caanot  hesitate  to  believe  that  the  circumstances 
mider  which  the  Treaty  of  1794  was  made,  were 
more  unfavorable  for  negotiation  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States  at  that  time,  both  as  they  re- 
spected England  and  America,  than  they  were  in 
December,  1806.  As  they  respected  England,  her 
sitoatiwi  was  at  the  former  period  infinitely  more 
eommaading.  By  her  combinations  with  the 
great  Powers  of  Europe,  as  early  as  170S,  or  per- 
haps aDteeedent  to  that  rear,  she  was  perfectly 
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secure  against  any  annoyasee  from  Franee,  bet 
only  eoemy  in  1794.  The  Treaties  of  Paria  and 
Pilniiz,  to  which,  it  is  beliered,  Eo^land  early  ia 
1793  acceded, and  which  certainly  laid  the  groand' 
work  of  the  conventions  and  coalitions  of  the 
Spring  of  3793,  had  produced  ihe  effect  of  uniting 
in  concert  with  her  against  France,  the  Powers 
of  Russia,  Germany,  Prussia,  Spain,  Portugal,  and 
many  of  the  minor  States  of  Europe.  Baglaod, 
then,  felt  no  apprehensions  for  her  own  safety, 
none  for  the  abridgment  of  her  commerce,  and 
seemed  to  be  but  little  seDstbte  to  her  iatercst*  ia 
cnltirating  a  good  understanding  with  America: 
her  single  enemy  waa  eonfined  to  his  own  terri- 
tories, and  threatened  erea  with  fomrae.  The 
United  Slates,  in  1794,  had  not  long  eoinmeocti 
their  existence  ao  a  nation,  and  their  new  Gov- 
ernment might  be  said  to  be  scarcely  more  tliia 
in  a  state  ot  experiment.  The  debts  which  had 
been  created  by  the  Revolutionary  war,  we  bad 
undertaken  the  honorable  discharge  of,  aad  we 
were  rheo  laboring  nnder  the  immense  load;  oar 
resources  were  comparatively  small,  our  embar* 
rassmenis  great,  our  burdens  by  oo  means  Id  a 
course  of  alleviation,  and  our  situation  toully 
defenceless;  the  savages  who  bordered  on  our 
frontiers  were  numerous,  strong,  and  fierce,  aai 
our  armies  had  but  recently  suffered  a  dreadfol 
carnage  and  terrible  defeat }  we  were  deAitQU  of 
manulactoriea  whieb  could  sopply  us  with  arm^ 
or  the  means  of  filling  our  araeoftis ;  a  civilized 
nation  of  Eurdpe,  then  great  and  powerful,  bo^ 
dered  her  colonies  oo  our  Southern  frontier,  aid 
disputed  with  na  the  narigatiOD  of  our  riveifc 
Sir,  if  circumstances  could  ever  aanctios  a  dero* 
lictron  of  right,  and  a  compromitment  of  iaiem^ 
those  circumstances,  then,  might  be  said  to  exitL 
Then,  indeed,  there  might  have  been  a  sembUnce 
of  apoloffy,  in  our  infant  and  crippled  state,  for 
leaning,  in  some  measure,  on  the  strength  of  a 
nation  which  was  supposed  to  stand  firm.  leea* 
fess,  sir,  I  would  rather,  even  at  that  lime,  have 
had  no  treaty,  than  sach  a  one  as  was  then  made; 
it  has  set  a  bad  example.  Bat,  what  wanoarsitu- 
tion  iu  December,  1806— adverting  again  fo  eii^ 
cumstances,  which  are  made  the  test  in  this  ctH) 
when  the  treaty,  since  rejected,  was  signed  ia 
London  7  Our  strength  and  population  increaa* 
ed  ton  moat  enrioin  and  flatteriog  degree;  ocff 
foreign  debts  discharged,  and  oar  domestic  oaa, 
whicli  we  had  honorably  assumed  the  paymeot 
of,  reduced — our  credit  eaublidied  abroad,  oar 
Treasury  overflowing,  and  oar  reaoarees  flourifh- 
ing ;  manuftietories  of  arms  were  ererywhers 
reared,  and  had  furnished  th^nation  with  tbe  best 
means  of  defence ;  the  savages  on  onr  frontier* 
were  subdued,  or  civilized ;  our  Soaibero  fron- 
tier was  extended  and  had  grown  strong:  Eog^ 
land,  instead  of  her  prosperity  end  jwwerful  com- 
binations of  1793,  was  left  almost  single  handed  ,* 
the  subordinate  Powers  of  Europe  had  become  a 
part  of  France,  the  great  nations  were  eith« 
under  her  control,  or  struggling  in  the  last  ^rtt 
of  disastrous  conflict:  France,  instead  of  beiag 
confined  to  the  defanoe  of  her  own  dominion,  was 
carrying  on  ofiemive  war,  ftnd  Bogtaod  had  heea 
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made  to  tremble  for  ber  own  existence.  What 
tben  are  the  circumstances  alleged,  to  palliate  the 
erib  of  aucb  a  treaty  as  was  offered  us?  Was 
England  about  to  be  suddenly  Telieved  ia  an  ia- 
ftant  from  her  embarrassments  and  burdens  f 
How?  are  lold  indeed,  that  France  had 
pushed  ber  conqoests  too  far,  that  ber  Emperor 
had  so  far  ntretcbed  bis  arm  of  conquest,  as  to 
tetve  himself  exposed  to  the  most  iramineat  danger 
at  home;  was  it,  therefore,  that  EDslaod  eleraipd 
her  hopes,  and  carried  her  demands?  Stuff,  sir, 
fit  only  for  the  cook-shons  and  coffee-houses  of 
London;  I  should  never  nave  expected  it  to  find 
its  way  into  the  semi  officinl  tetter  which  has 
been  read  to  us,  from  a  character  who  has  deserv- 
edly stood  high  in  the  rank  of  politicians.  But 
our  own  internal  situation,  threatened  with  con- 
spiracy, the  extent  and  magnitude  of  which  was 
onknowo,  was  another  reason  it  has  been  sug- 

SMted  for  basteoing  the  execution  of  this  treaty, 
ow,  in  December  1806,  accounts  so  alarming 
eooid  hare  reached  England  of  the  extent  of 
Bnrr*8  conspiracy,  I  cannot  but  be  at  a  Ion  to 
conjecture.  The  alarm  at  that  lime  here,  was  '■ 
sot  I  believe  very  serious;  not  sncb,  at  least,  as 
would  have  been  a  reason  with  any  man  in  this 
eoQBtry  to  have  thrown  ourselves  into  the  la}>  of 
a  foreign  nation,  or  to  have  made  a  treaty  which 
eonipromitied  our  rights,  and  left  our  interests  ud- 
proTided  for.  I  must  say  I  think  too  mnch  alarm 
was  felt  ou  this  subject,  and  that  it  would  at  least 
have  been  as  boDorable  a  sentiment  towards  the 
people  and  Government  of  America,  to  have  en- 
tertained an  entire  confidence  in  them,  that  with- 
out auy  great  or  dangerous  effort  they  were  capa- 
ble of  quelling  the  conspiracies  which  might  be 
mgeodered  against  tbeir  peace.  I  assert  that  iu- 
dependeot  of  circumstances  which  I  have  endea- 
vored to  show  were  more  unbvorable  as  they  re- 
garded the  United  States,  and  far  more  favorable 
as  they  regarded  Eoglancl  in  .179^  than  in  De- 
cember 1806,  the  treaty  of  the  latter  dale  is  worse 
than  that  of  the  former.  The  former  did  provide 
redress  in  some  sort  for  previous  injuries.  That 
of  ibe  latter  date  contains  no  provisions  for  any 
kind  of  redress  or  compensation,  which  was  due 
fo  us,  for  the  very  many  spoliations  which  had 
been  committed  on  our  commerce — it  offers  no 
alleviation  to  the  evils  of  the  former — is  silent  as 
to  the  injuries  and  iosolts  which  we  had  sustained 
ID  our  waters;  totally,  sir,  although  these  were 
subjects  of  special  iiostruction  from  our  Govern- 
ment, and  altnough  we  were  told  by  our  embassy 
that  a  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  different  points 
of  commercial  interest.  Was  it  forgotten,  sir,  to 
what  an  immense  nmonnt  America  bad  suffered 
mder  the  different  otders  of  the  King  in  council, 
even  from  the  very  date  of  the  former  agreement 
for  reparation  ?  Were  not  our  loroes  under  the 
orders  particularly  of  1798,  which  gave  rise  to  so 
much  of  the  havoc  our  neutral  commerce  had 
groaned  under,  and  which  placed  the  nations  of 
Europe  in  a  better  aitaation  than  the  United 
States  in  the  conveyance  Of  colonial  produce, 
known  to  our  Mioisters?  It  must  have  been 
ncoUeeted,  (oi  it  was  enforced  in  their  instrae- 
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tions,  how  oar  vessels  had  been  incessantly  sent 
into  the  ports  of  Britain  and  ber  colonies  for  adju- 
dication, and  the  nnjost  condemnations  which  had 
taken  place,  under  the  construction  of  those  orders. 
It  must  have  been  recollected  how  far  ia  ih« 
first  instance  the  drders  themselves  had  gone  to- 
wards  the  subversion  of  the  laws  of  nations.  The 
time  was  indeed,  when  a  great  jurist,  Lord  Mans- 
field, had  declared,  thnt  neither  the  orders  of  tbe 
King  in  council  nor  even  an  act  of  Parliament 
which  contravened  the  law  of  nations  was  bind- 
ing On  any  one;  this  was  said  in  the  ease  of  tba 
Silesia  loan,  but  those  days  were  past.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Scott  has  since  told  us,  that  the  text  of  the 
instructions  are  bis  ^uide,  and  King  George  the 
Third  is  thus,  by  his  single  voice,  to  make  and 
expound  the  law,  which  is  adjudged  to  be  para- 
mount in  modern  times  to  the  laws  of  nations^ 
The  adjudications,  it  is  a  well  known  fact,  havA 
been  in  conformity  to  the  royal  will,  stimulated 
atooe  by  the  shipping  interests  of  England;  prin- 
ciples of  adjudication  have  been  esiamished  in  thA 
British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  which  bad  on  the 
most  nnjost  pretensions  wrested  from  our  citizens 
many  millions  of  (heir  property.  Why  by  this 
treaty  give  up  our  claims  to  reparation,  as  thvf 
were  most  emphaiicallv,  by  Mgning  a  treaty  whiea 
yielded  no  redress  fbr  them  while  the  claims  were 
still  unsatisBed ;  by  making  a  compact  whic& 
wholly  pretermitted  them?  It  is  said,  sir,  tbat 
the  disputes  respecting  the  colonial  trade  are  ad- 
justed by  this  treaty.  How — by  agreeing  to  a 
duty  on  exports?  Where  was  our  Constitution, 
now  so  strongly  pressed  in  discussion,  when  this 
stipulation  was  made;  when  it  was  solemnly 
covenated,  that  we  should  directly  invade  one  of 
its  provisions  by  laying  an  export  duty?  And 
that,  in  addition  to  the  deduction  on  drawbacks 
allowed  by  law  an  export  duty  for  one,  two,  or 
three  per  cent,  should  be  imposed  on  colonial  arti- 
cles? Why  make  the  extraordinary  and  vain 
stipulation  too.  contained  in  tbe  fifth  article,  tbat 
we  should  have  a  right  to  lay  the  same  export 
duty  which  England  should  have  a  right  to  im- 
pose, if  we  could  lay  none  by  onr  Consiitulion  ? 

The  subject  of  blockades  also,  sir,  was  one  on 
which  »oroe  stipulation  was  made  absolutely  ne- 
cessary, by  the  novel  doctrines  lately  asserted,  and 
insisted  on  by  the  nations  of  Europe ;  it  was  im- 
portant that  their  extent  should  in  some  way  hare 
been  defined,  their  nature  described,  when  a  block- 
ade should  be  said  to  exist,  and  that  it  should  not 
be  a  question  left  entirely  to  the  discretion  or  in- 
terest of  a  belligerent,  or  tfaecaprice  of  her  officers: 
This  single  question  bad  alreaay  led  us  at  different 
times  to  the  very  brink  of  war  with  Bngtaud.  In 
June  1793.  she  asserted  all  France  to  be  in  a  state 
of  blockade,  and  ordered  our  vessels  to  be  captured 
which  should  attemg  to  enter  any  of  her  ports 
with  our  produce.  France  had  in  May  of  the 
same  year  issued  an  inhibitory  order  against  OUT 
trade.  Of  a  nature  but  little  less  hostile,  in  conse^ 
quence  as  it  was  said,  of  the  Russian  convention 
made  in  London,  I  think  in  March  of  the  same 
year.  In  the  Fall  of  1793,  the  British  bad  issued 
secret  ordws  on  the  same  principle  of  Uockada^ 
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w^ich  eatrapped  our  Went  lodia  commerce,  to  an 
immease  amount,  before  ibey  were  kaown  by  us 
to  be  iQ  existence  ;  this  it  was  said  was  a  principal 
leasoD  for  the  proposition  contained  in  a  bill  for 

Erohibiting  all  intercourse  with  England,  which 
ad  in  the  early  part  of  1794  received  the  sanction 
of  the  House  of  Representative  and  was  rejected 
in  the  Senate  bat  by  the  majority  of  one  vote,  and 
which  was  succeeded  by  Bar.  Jay's  mUsion.  To 
the  same  class,  too,  may  be  assigned  the  British 
orders  of  May  1795,a{ain!(t  our  vessels  laden  with 
provisions,  which  brought  President  WAaumoTON 
to  a  stand  on  the  British  Treaty,  and  caused  him. 
it  is  said,  to  demand  a  previoiuexplanatioQ,  wbicK 
was  at  that  time  I  presume  satisfactorily  made, 
but  yhich  has  been  since  in  innumerable  instances 
violated,  and  the  same  vague  and  undefined  prin- 
ciples of  blockade  enforced  ;  at  one  time  by  de- 
claring a  blockade  to  exist,  from  Brest  to  the  river 
Elbe,  at  others  by  proclamations  of  blockade 
equally  extravagant,  and  more  tban  once  by  the 
declaration  of  the  Brititib  naval  commander;:,  that 
a  whole  kingdom  should  be  cut  ofi^  at  a  stroke  of 
the  peo,  from  all  the  trade  of  neutral  nations, 
^nt,  sir,  if  the  general  and  extensive  evils  which 
the  new  doctrine  of  blockades  had  superlndoced, 
were  not  of  sufficient  importaoee  to  daim  a  stip- 
ulation against  their  exercise  in  future,  there  was 
one  ^eeies  of  injury  which  seemed  really  to  merit, 
and  to  claim  inaispeasably,  some  notice  either  by 
redress  or  stipulation  agamst  its  future  practice. 
1  know  not  bow  to  class  it ;  it  may  be  assimilated 
to  a  modern  blockade,  inasmuch,  as  it  assumes  a 
jurisdiction  wholly  ideal;  I  mean  that  which  was 
a  particular  subject  of  complaint,from  the  assump- 
tion made  of  a  right  by  a  British  naval  officer  in 
the  port  of  New  York,  in  claiming  jurisdiction 
and  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  impressment,  and 
of  course  every  one  less  inimical  to  natural  right, 
within  the  distance  of  the  buoys  from  his  ship. 
To  this  assertion  of  authority  I  see  no  disclaimer 
in  this  applauded  treaty,  or  any  hint  at  redress  for 
the  injury  inflicted  by  the  particular  occasion  on 
which  it  was  exercised.  It  this  new  claim  of  na- 
Tal  sovereignty  is  insisted  on,  or  thus  tacitly  per- 
mitted, it  is  time  it  should  be  so  undersiood}  for 
with  the  same  propriety  which  the  British  com- 
mander in  New  York  claimed  jurisdiction  within 
his  buoys,aaother  might  claim  British  jurisdiction 
from  Boston  to  Charleston,  if  he  could  so  far 
atretch  a  cable. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  say  something  on  the  ques- 
tion of  impressment,  wholly  omitted  in  the  treaty, 
and  which  the  gentlemao  from  Virginia  has  said 
was  informally  and  satisfactorily  arranged  by  the 
note  of  the  British  Commissioners  on  that  subject- 
He  has  said  that  their  note  contained  a  stipulation. 
"  that  tbey  would  order  their  naval  commanders 
'  to  abstain  from  the  practice  of  impressments  un 
'  board  American  vessels.**  I  confess  I  was  as- 
toaiabed  at  ihe.declaratioD.  It  is  trne  the  printed 
document  has  not  been  furnished  till  just  now.  I 
presume  the  note  of  the  8th  of  November,  1606, 
,  to  have  been  alluded  to,  because  something  like 
the  same  defence  on  this  subject  has  been  used  by 
cmt  of  the  American  Commusioaen  in  hii  late 
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letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (although  indeed 
'until  I  heard  that  defence  read,  I  had  not  under- 
stood that  any  improper  dereliction  of  the  Amer- 
ican interests  had  been  imputed  to  our  Ministers; 
I  had  always  understood,  and  except  in  the  letter 
alluded  to,  and  the  arguments  of  the  geollemaD,  1 
have  yet  understood  from  every  source  of  infor- 
mation open  to  me,  that  it  was  not  expected  by 
our  Ministers  that  the  treaty  could  be  ratified  by 
the  American  Oovernmeat,  but  that  it  was  the 
.  best  they  could  obtain ;)  I  coiiid  not  think  the  qao> 
tation  of  the  gentleman  correct  as  to  the  langtuge 
of  thai  note.  I  mentioned  then,  sir,  to  those  who 
sat  near  me,  that  I  had  understood  it  to  convey  no 
promise  to  abstain  from  the  practice  of  impress- 
ment, but  a  vague  and  unsatisfactory  declaration 
that  the  British  naval  commanders  should  be  in- 
structed to  use  caution  in  the  impressments  they 
made ;  as  it  was  said  they  had  been  always  before 
instructed ;  by  that  means,  sir,  placing  ourseWes, 
if  we  chose  to  recognise  this  ioiormal  stipulation, 
in  a  worse  situation  tban  before,  inasmuch  aiit 
was  an  unequivocal  ackaowledgment  of  the  ri|kt 
of  impressment,  when  exercised  under  the  cauUoa 
of  8  British  officer  And  what,  sir,  is  the  languagne 
of  this  same  note  of  November  8th — we  have  it 
now  before  us :  *  His  M^esty's  Ministers  give  to 
'  Mr.  Monroe  aodMr.  Pinckney  the  most  positire 
'  assurances,  that  instructions  have  been  given  and 
'  shall  be  repeated  and  enforced  for  the  observance 
'  of  the  greatest  caution  in  the  impressing  of 
'  British  seamen,  and  that  the  strictest  care  sbsU 
'  be  taken  to  preserve. the  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States  from  any  molestation  or  injury;  and  that 
'  immediate  and  prompt  redress  shall  be  alTorded 
'  upon  any  representation  of  injury  sustained  by 
'  them."  How,  sir,  let  me  ask,  have  those  officers 
conducted  themselves  under  these  repeated  io* 
structions  ?  To  say  nothing  of  the  continued  vir 
olations  committed  on  our  merchant  vessels, we 
have  indeed  had  a  most  notable  example  of  the 
extreme  caution  wbieb  her  naval  officers  had  do 
doubt  been  instructed,  aiid  weredetermmedtoob* 
serve,  in  the  mode  of  impressments,  in  that  eX' 
cessivelycautious  plan  adopted  by  Admiral  Berke- 
ley, to  effect  his  honorable  and  loyal  purposes,  in 
the  memorable  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake.  Tbeo, 
sir,  I  must  admit,  that  in  pursuance  of  what  I  now 
believe  were  bis  orders,  the  most  coul  and  delibe- 
ratecaution  was  used.  Our  frigate,  on  an  outward 
voyage,  on  the  very  day  she  left  her  port,  in  the 
usual  unprepared  state  iu  which  I  am  told  ve»eU 
of  war  sail  in  tirne  of  peace,  is  with  the  utmost 
caution  pursued  by  the  British  ship  of  superior 
force,  in  sight  of  several  others.  The  Americaa 
frigate  is  overtaken;  her  men,  proved  to  be  Aincr- 
ican  citizensj  are  demanded  of  her,  as  of  right 
being  the  subjects  of  the  King.  They  are  refused, 
and  indeed,  sir,  I  must  acknowledge,  with  peculiar 
caution,  before  it  was  possible  for  our  frigate  to 
prepare  for  action  and  the  defence  of  the  honor  of 
her  Qag,  the  British  commander  fires  three  broad- 
sides into  her,  and  commits  the  murder  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  other  American  citizens,  and  no  doubt 
most  cautiously  compels  the  United  States  frigate 
to  strike  her  color^  goes  on  board,  and  tBk»  on 
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three  of  the  Dative  chizens  of  our  country,  none 
of  whom  have  to  this  day  been  retorned  ! 

But,  sir,  if  this  treaty,  with  its  appendages,  had 
coDtained  in  it  provisions  and  stipulations  which 
were  responsire  to  our  injuries,  and  which  com- 
ported with  our  rights,  is  there  a  man  in  this  na- 
tion, who  consults  the  digoity  and  honor  of  his 
country,  who  could  have  wisned  its  assent  to  It, 
subject  to  the  condition  dictated  by  the  Kin^  oi 
England,  and  transmitted  by  a  note  of  the  British 
eommi5sioDers  annexed  to  it?  The  gentleman 
fimn  Virginia  has  spoken  of  the  iusult  eonreyed 
by  the  letter  of  Champagny  of  the  I5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1808.  to  oar  Minister  in  Pari»^  its  termsbave 
bwn  grammatieally  scanned.  Sir,  there  was  no 
seed  for  this ;  we  are  at  no  loss  for  sutgecls  of 
bumiliatioQ  and  insult,  whether  we  look  to  Prance 
or  to  England.  As  early  as  1793,  attempts  of  the 
most  uojustiGable  nature  were  made  to  involve  us 
ID  war  by  both  these  Powers.  Lord  Grenville,  so 
early  as  that  time,  expressly  told  our  Minister, 
without  disguise,  that  the  British  orders  of  No- 
vember in  that  year  were  intended  to  have  an  in- 
ternal effect  upon  theafiTairs  of  this  country.  Such 
has  ever  since  been  the  conduct  of  the  belligerents, 
eoDstantlyand  underiatingly  pursued  iu  the  most 
disrespectful  manner,  towards  us;  such  was  cer- 
tainlT  the  object  of  the  British  Cabinet,  in  annex- 
iog  the  note  of  the  Slst  of  December^  1806.  to  the 
treaty  of  that  date;  and  certainty,  bir,  if  a  direct 
attempt  to  force  us  into  war,  is  considered  an  in- 
m\t  to  our  indepeudeuce,  and  an  encroachment 
upon  our  riehts  of  self-government,  such  was  the 
laagnage  of  that  note,  which,  in  open  and  unre- 
serred  terms,  made  it  an  indispensable  condition 
to  ibe  ntlGcatioo  of  the  treaty,  "  that  the  Gov- 
'enuneot  of  the  United  States,  by  its  conduct  or 
'assnrances,  will  have  given  security  to  his  Ma- 
'  jesty,  that  it  will  not  submit  to  such  innovations 
*  in  the  established  system  of  maritime  law," — as 
ihe  French  decree  therein  alluded  to  contained. 
His  Majesty  thus  most  graciously  taking  upon 
himself  the  right  of  de  termini  ng  for  us  what  course 
of  conduct  we  should  pursue  towards  bis  enemy  1 
1  do  not  say,  sir,  that  the  letter  of  Champagny, 
which  has  been  repeatedly  mentioned  with  sueh 
atperitf  by  the  gentleman,  is  such  an  one  as  eon- 
Hsu  with  the  respect  due  to  us ;  by  some  gentle- 
men its  language  has  been  eoDstrued  to  mean  a 
propositioD  originating  in  a  disposition  of  friend- 
ship, and  to  eoorey  nothing  more  than  ao  offer, 
foDiHled  OD  a  supposition  of  the  actual  existence 
of  war  between  Great  Britam  and  the  United 
States,  and  in  that  event,  fo  take  care  of  such  of 
oar  properly  as  should  he  exposed  to  capture,  until 
there  should  bean  opportunity  of  restoration  ;  but 
tome.  sir,Iconfessthelanguage  is  not  satisfactory. 
We  have  a  right  to  expect  from  all  nations  some- 
thing mor&  or  something  less  than  e<^uivocal  lan- 
gtiage.  Our  Government  speaks  in  terms  of 
friendship,  and  in  the  plain  language  which  neither 
conveys  a  doubt  as  to  its  hostility  or  friendship ; 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  the  same  frankness  in 
others.  But  why,  sir,  should  gentlemen  who  pro- 
feH  to  feel,  and  I  hope  do  feel  only  as  Americans, 
tufier  tbeir  sensibilitlei  to  transport  them  to  battle 
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with  the  Gallic  Cock,  while  under  heavier  insalts 
they  seem  disposed  to  succumb  to  the  British 
Lion?  Why  is  the  letter  of  the  British  Minister 
of  the  23d  of  February  wholly  forgotten,  whea 
we  arc  undergoing  the  humiliating  revival  of  !!>• 
suits  and  threats  ?  Is  it  less  awakening  to  onr 
national  sensibility,  and  to  the  alarms  of  honor  or 
interest,  to  be  told^  as  we  are  by  that  letter,  thai 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  England  is  disappointed 
in  his  just  expectation  that  we  should  have  gone 
to  war  with  France,  than  to  be  told  throueh  our 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  France  that  the  Empe- 
ror  of  that  nation  expected  we  were  at  war  with 
EngUnd  7  If  insult  was  intended  by  either,  it 
seems  to  bare  been  measured  by  the  same  equal 
standard  with  which  they  have  by  th«r  hostile 
orders  measured  their  injuries  to  our  commerce; 
perfectly  in  the  spirit  of  retaliiatioD,  sir. 

My  astonishment,  sir,  has  indeed  been  exeited 
more  than  on  any  former  occasion,  when  I  hare 
heard  a  gentleman  condemn  our  Government  for 
the  rejection  of  a  treaty,  which  provided  noredreifs 
for  former  injuries,  no  security  against  future 
ones,  and  which,  by  the  conditions  annexed  to  it, 
would  have  infallibly,  by  siipdlating  resistance 
against  a  belligerent,  directly  have  involved  nsin 
war;  and  that  note  warofself'defeoce, butawar 
of  alliance  with  one  of  the  Powers,  for  the  pumte 
of  resistance  and  offence  against  the  other.  -War, 
sir.  I  hope  will  be  avoided,  notwithstanding  the 
bold  attempts  made  to  involve  us  in  it,  and  whieh 
hare  been  so  steadily  pursued  by  the  eonteudine 
nations.  It  will  I  hope  heavoided,UQlessoar  sel^ 
defence  shall  render  it  indispensably  necessary. 
Attack  or  invasion  from  France  cannot  be  ration- 
ally contemplated.  War  with  Englaud,  wrmuM 
all  agree,  r^ts  on  more  uncertain  grounds ;  if  any- 
thing will  prevent  it,  I  believe  it  to  be  the  course 
pursued  by  our  Government.  The  resolutiob 
under  discussion  explicitly  avows  the  terms  on 
which  we  will  consent  a^in  to  renew  our  inter- 
course with  Europe.  If  Great  Britain  is  induced 
to  relax,  France  must-and  will  pursue  the  sanie 
policy.  I  think,  sir,  we  have  a  right  to  believe, 
from  the  best  information  from  England,  tbaiihf  a 
relaxation  will  take  place.  I  am  aware  of  that 
disposition  in  the  ruling  partv  io  Eoglaod  to  go 
to  war  with  as.  I  bare  no  rwnt  to  doaht  the  trMh 
of  the  deilaratioD  vt  Mr.  Monroe,  that  there  is  • 
party  in  that  country  strong  and  aetire  indeed,  as 
he  has  described  it  to  be,  who  are  disposed  to  boa- 
tility  with  us,  and  who  are  at  all  hazards  detn- 
mined  to  stipport  the  maritime  supremacy  of  Great 
Britain;  they  are  described  to  be  the  navy  inter- 
est, the  East  India  chartered  companies,  the  West 
India  traders,  and  the  shipping  interest— strong 
and  active  indeed,  sir;  they  sit  at  the  elbow  m 
Majesty,  and  influence  his  ready  wilt ;  but  their 
temptations  to  war  are  removed  by  the  embargo, 
and  I  hope  wilt  cootinoe  to  be  so,  until  they  re- 
scind those  orders  whieh  hare  ent  nsofffrom  the 
commerce  of  the  world. 

But  the  power  contemplated  by  the  resolution, 
of  meeting  any  friendly  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  European  Powers,  is  to  be  withheld,  becane 
it  would  add  too  mtieh  to  the  already  orergfsm 
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popuJarity  of  the  President,  who,  like  Julius  Cs- 
sar,  has  been  offered  the  honor  of  a  Crown  t  h  is 
true,  sir,  the  demonstrations  of  confidence  in  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate  are  general  and  sincere 
M  many  parts  of  the  Union.  At  the  time  the  ooljr 
ftddress  of  this  kind  was  proposed,  which  I  have 
erer  understood  originated  in  Virginia,  I  had  the 
bonoF  of  a  scat  in  her  liegislature.  It  was  ioiro- 
duced  and  supported  by  tae  description  of  politi- 
fiians  there  denomioated  the  Republican  minor- 
ity; in  what  spirit «  sincerity  I  leave  othffn  to 
al  this  day.  Bat.  tbau  .Ood,  it  was  not 
iwrmilted  to  progress ;  auo  thus  the  pettoo  to  whom 
It  was  intended  to  be  presented  w^s  saved  the  suf- 
fusion.of  a  blush,  which  the  evidence  of  such  adu- 
lation from  hiaowa  State  would  fw  its  sake  have 
infallibljr  prodoeed. 

On  this  oceaaioo,  an  attempt  is  made  to  alarm 
ua,  by  the  assertions  that  the  administration  of  the 
Qovernment  is  assimilatiog  itself  to  that  of  a  raoo- 
archy ;  and  it  is  said  that  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent IS  more  dangerous  than  that  of  a  British  Kin^. 
Has  the  gentleman  weighed  the  extent  of  thtn 
assertion,  or  contemplated  the  powers  of  a  British 
King?  Ib  power,  unrestrained  as  he  is  by  their 
oowiitution,  (if  constitution  that  can  be  called, 
vhich  consists  of  unsettled  and  undefined  practices, 
most  of  them  originating,  no  one  knows  where, 
•nd  founded  on  principles  which  cannot  be  traced 
to  any  rational  groubd--a  eonsUtution  which,  not- 
withstanding their  declarations  of  rights,  is  per- 
ftclly  incapable  of  restraint  upoa  the  Executive 
arm ;  which  subjects  the  Parliament  to  the  Eling-; 
which  makps  it  completely  his  Parliament,  and 
deludes  the  people  with  the  abnw  of  liberty,  while 
thev  are  governed  the  single  voice  of  a  moo- 
arch— yes,  sir,  it  is  Au  Parliament,)  has  he  com- 
mitted any  great  act  of  outrage  on  the  oaiions  of 
the  earth?  He  feels  the  pulse  of  his  Parliament 
before  he  permits  them  to  convene.  Hie  Parlia- 
ment, I  may  i^^aia  emphatically  call  it;  for  it  is 

'  he  who  orders  it  into  existence,  and  he  who  sus- 
pends ifs  functions  or  dissolves  it  at  will.  If  its 
paiae  does  not  beat  responsively  to  his  wishes,  be 
either  dissolvee  it  or  postpones  its  meeting  from 
tine  to  time,M  has  been  the  DoUejr  with  the  prea- 
•nC  Parliament,  which,  if  it  had  met  at  the  time 
firat  appointed,  soarcelr  leas  th^n  a  revoliitioo 
might  have  been  apprdtended,  from  the  general 
Herment  the  execrable  conduct  of  England  towards 
Denmark  had  excited,  and  the  head  of  oar  old 
master  might  bftve  at<^ed  for  that  unpreeedented 
net  of  crfminalily ;  for,'a*  such,  it  hu  been  con- 
templated with  abhorrence  by  a  magnaaimous 
people — a  people  who  felt  for  the  charaoter  of  Eog- 
liahmeo  in  the  commission  of  it.  There  are  men 
there,  sir,  I  acknowledge,  who  do  honor  to  human 
nature.  When  we  read  the  speeches  of  Erskine, 
and  other  great  men  in  the  present  opposition,  we 

,  may  yet  hope  that  there  may  be  found  eooogn  of 
integrity  in  the  nation  to  redeem  its  character 
from  the  stains  of  murder  and  robbery,  which  the 
Modaet  of  its  monarch  has  marked  it  with.  Yet 
this  is  the  K^u^  to  whose' power  that  of  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Sutea  u  aaid  to  be  assimihit- 
ing  it>eU'-  By  wJttt  iutuce,  let  me  lufc,  does  it 
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appear  that  we  are  verging  to  ibe  practice  of  a 
corrupt  monarchy  7  Is  it  in  the  proposition  in- 
volved In  this  resolution?  No,  ceriaioly;  for  I 
have  before  proved  that  the  same  powers,  and  much 
more  extensive  and  unqualified,  have  been  dele- 
gated at  every  period  of  our  Government,  from  its 
coramencemeat  to  the  present  session.  Is  it  frotn 
any  other  general  assumption  of  power  ?  No ;  for 
it  IS  acknowledged  by  all  that  the  present  Admio- 
istration  has  acted  in  perleet  consonance  with  the 
powers  of  the  Constitution,  and  I  will  Qdd,  (what 
Its  enemies  hare  before  allowed.)  with  the  moil 
strict  and  unceasing  regard  to  tne  intmsts  and 
happiness  of  the  people. 

Why  are  we  warned,  sir,  on  this  floor,  aninit 
authorizing  the  President  to  do  an  act  which  may 
enhance  hu  popularity  so  much  as  the  removal  of 
the  embargo,  and  that  it  is  another  mode  of  add- 
ing to  that  influence  already  so  overbeiriDg?  If^ 
indeed,  the  embargo  operates  most  distressingly, 
(as  we  all  know  it  doec,  on  every  part  of  the  cddh 
munity,)  it  is  be  who  in  the  first  lastanee,  iiom  the 
strong  sense  of  duty,  assumed  on  himself  the  re- 
sponsibility (the  odium,  the  gentleman  would  call 
it,)  of  the  measure.  It  is  but  fair,  then,  however 
ladicrous  the  charge  in  itself,  that  he  should  be 
left  to  wgain  the  popular  favor  he  is  supposed  to 
have  lost.  It  will  ooly  leave  him  where  be  was. 

But,  sir,  seriously,  let  me  ask  gentlemen  to  tcO 
the  nation,  before  we  se|nrate,  what  they  will  do. 
Is  there  any  one  so  desperate,  inconsiderate^  cr 
80  wild  in  his  opinion,  as  lo  say  the  embargo  ooght 
at  the  present  time  to  be  removed,  while  the  hot- 
tile  Orders  of  France  and  England  are  both  eo* 
forced  with  the  utmost  rigor  against  us,and  when 
they  have  multiplied,  and  been  extended  in  their 
effects  sioce  the  expediency  of  the  embargo  was 
fully  decided  on?  What  is  the  obvious alteros- 
live  7  Either  authorize  its  removal,  when  oor 
safety  will  permit,  or  continue  in  session  to  wait 
that  evenu  But  why,  sir,  sit  here,  at  the  dsily 
expense  of  many  hundred  dollars  to  the  commu- 
nity, when  we  shall  have  transacted  the  busiaess 
of  the  nation,  merely  because  some  gentlemen  are 
now  doubtful  of  the  right  or  the  policy  of  delegat- 
ing to  the  President  a  power  which  has.  in  much 
stronger  and  more  general  terms,  been  Wore  io' 
trusted  to  him,  and  all  who  bare  preceded  him? 
But,  if  anything  better  than  this  can  be  devised, 
let  it  be  submitted.  For  my  own  part,  I  promise 
to  give  it  the  attention  its  importance  may  merit. 
But,  at  the  least,  let  us  unite  in  the  adoption  of 
some  measures  for  the  safety^  and  interest  of  oor 
country,  at  this  time  so  immmenily  jeoparized  by 
the  Powers  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Mabtebs. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  un- 
dertake to  say  that  the  rejected  treaty  iii  so  advan- 
tageous as  we  had  a  right  to  expect.  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  declare  that,  or  even  Jay's  treaty,  is 
preferable  to  the  present  state  of  our  affairs.  If 
we  uke  into  our  view  all  the  relative  circum- 
stances of  the  British  nation  with  France,  Russit, 
and  the  other  belligerent  Powers,  and  pay  proper 
attention  to  the  unprotected  and  deCeneeless  sito- 
ation  of  onr  country  and  our  commerce,  in  form- 
iiig  out  ideH  of  WW  ve  ought  to  expect  Aon 
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that  mioa,  whoM  mtt  comDModt  the  seas,  can 
we  then  expect  the  will  sacrifice  ihaioavy.oraDV 
part  of  her  power,  by  conceding  the  poim  of  sesrcb 
vox  her  Mamen  on  board  of  neatral  vesseU  1  It 
is  inconsistent  with  their  interest,  and  it  is  iocon- 
sistent  with  their  superiority.  Tbiisrigbt  of  search 
for  her  own  subjects,  Mr.  M.  considered  as  the 
main  block  in  tbe  way  of  negotiation,  which 
•oand  policy  and  interest  require  we  shoald  clear 
away.  The  British  and  American  Commissioo- 
ers  had  informally  put  this  point  on  as  good  foot- 
ing as  he  expected.  Although  tiie  resoFution  ud- 
der  consideration  is  not  properly  limited  and 
defined,  he  should  Dot  rote  agaiost  it.  His  wish 
was  to  raise  the  embargo  and  arni  nor  vessels. 
The  nattoD  could  not  bew  the  pressure.  The  em- 
bargo virtoiUly  inhibits  all  iatercoaiee  with  for- 
•ifa  nations ;  the  efieots  ere  and  wilt  be  pernicious 
to  lite  agricultural  productioqs  of  Uiis  couutcy, 
aad  profuice  will  fall  to  the  lowest  ebb,  aod  en- 
force the  most  unparalleled  distress  on  the  com* 
munity.  Commerce  ought  al.way8  to  be  leli  to 
the  merchant,  nasbackled  And  onembarnssedj  as 
much  as  possible.  Our  commercial  intercourse 
is  the  principal  resource,  both  of  revenue  and 
commercial  opulence.  The  embargo  will  tear  up 
by  the  roots  aod  annihilate  the  commerce  of  this 
cottutry.  And  the  effects  will  be  heavy  taxes,  an 
extiausted  Treasury,  a  diminished  and  ruiaed 
revenue.  It  weakens  vour  own  power,  fetters 
your  operations,  and  deludes  your  citizens ;  it  de- 
Touiv  not  only  the  fruits  but  the  seeds  of  indus- 
try.  It  will  sink  down  aud  depress  the  nation  to 
an  absence  of  hope  and  a  want  of  resources ;  it 
will  be  felt  by  the  nation  as  a  calamity,  without 
deciding  the  general  question  of  dispiite.  Prove 
to  me  the  emoargo  is  consistent  with  aommoo 
■eose,  and  will  be  the  means  of  adjusting  our  dif- 
ferences with  the  belligerent  Powers,  aad  1  will 
thea  be  an  advocate  for  it.  Though  we  have  the 
Constitutional  right  to  lay  an  embargo,  it  is  a 
.  matter  which  requires  great  consideration,  whe- 
ther the  measure  will  have  thceSeet  to  which  it 
was  seemingly  intended.  It  may  be  good  in  the- 
ory; he  esteemed  it  chimerical  in  prictice,  a  mere 
speculative  prooosition.  Wisdom  is  to  be  gained 
in  politics,  not  by  one  rigid  principle,  but  by  look- 
ing attentively  at  canses  and  the  effects  they  have 
oc  will  produce;  not  by  adopting  that  false  phi- 
losophy, which  seeks  perfection  out  of  that  whtch, 
in  its  oatur^  is  imperfect}  which  refers  every- 
thing to  theory,  and  nothing  to  practice;  which 
•abstitnfes  Tisiooar^  schemes  for  atdid  tests  of  ex- 
periment, and  bewilders  the  hmnaa  mind  in  a 
chaos  of  o^nions.  Search  all  the  histories  of  the 
verUi,  and  you  wiU  not  fipd  eleven  hundred 
thousand  tons  of  shipping,  of  one  of  the  greatest 
commercial  natiops,  cmlnrgoed  for  an  aolimited 
linM. 

Mr.  Chairniaa,  the  season  of  our  severe  trial  is 
Boi  at  an  end,  nor  are  we  yet  relieved  from  the 
dejection  and  gloom  wJiich  haogs-orer  our  heads; 
doubts  and  unceriainty  mingle  with  the  hopes 
and  expectations  of  the  people.  If  you  bring  our 
conuaerce  into  the  situation  of  the  Chinese,  you 
will  end  in  tlw  wild  slate  of  natuic,  that  nocks 


the  name  of  liberty,  and  the  hnman  character  will 

he  degraded,  instead  of  being  free. 

If  vott  eniertaia  a  sense  oT  (he  many  blessiiigs 
whicfi  you  have  enjoyed;  if  you  valae  a  contin- 
uance of  that  commerce  which  is  the  source  of 
so  much  opulence ;  If  you  wish  to  preserve  that 
high  state  of  prosperity  oy  which  the  country  has, 
for  some  years  past,  been  so  eminently  blessed, 
you  lose  all  these  advantages  by  continuiug  the 
embargo  nod  negleetiog  to  arm  your  vessels.  Re- 
store,  then,  confidence  aud  vigor  to  commerce. 
You  are  at  war  with  your  own  interest  and  every 
idea  of  policy ;  instead  of  protecting  commerce 
you  destroy  it. 

In  whatever  view  the  embargo  preseuts  itself, 
it  appears  to  me  to  be  fraught  with  impolicy ;  U 
was  laid  at  midnight;  that  miserable  scene  was 
closed  under  the  darkness  which  suits  with  it* 
and  uDder  the  secret  shelter  of  our  own  walls.  If 
we  are  to  go  to  war,  you  have,  instead  of  war- 
like preparations  and  exerting  every  sinew  of  na- 
tiooal  ability,  laid  an  embargo,  and  obtained  just 
nothing. 

The  policy  of  France,  as  regards  Great  Britain, 
is  to  maxe  a  warlike  non-intercourse, and  we  have, 
by  a  side-wind,  fallen  into  the  measure,  adopted 
and  saoctified  it;  we  have  abaodoned  the  great 
highway  of  nations :  oar  dispute  with  Great  Brit- 
ain is  about  commercial  rights;  we  hare  given 
them  up. 

Is  this  couDtry  at  that  crisis,  when  we  shall 
surreuder  all  those  rights  her  citizens  hold  most 
dear?  God  forbid!  I  have  contemplated  upon 
the  embargo,  which  is  hazardous  aod  impolitic, 
with  great  pain  and  anxiety,  and  I  turn  my  face 
from  It  with  horror.  If  there  are  any  who  im- 
properiy  foster  and  countenance  the  threatenii^ 
storot,  and  whatever  coos^uenees  may  follow, 
they  are  answerable  to  their  .country  and  their 
God. 

All  the  advocates  of  the  emba^o  on  thif  floor 
have  admitted  that  it  was  opprenive  and  a  curse. 
Take  away  this  ^junt  and  arm  your  vessels.  It 
does  not  follow,  as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Lovs)  supposes,  that  arming  wilt  involve  us 
in  a  war.  When  Great  Britain  finds  we  resist 
the  French  decrees,  she  will  revoke  her  orders  of 
couneiU  When  Fraoce  sees  iibe  caonot  bring  as 
into  her  views,  she  will  revoke  her  decrees. 

Mr.  Fiax  wished  to  say  a  few  words  on  this 
subject.  I  am  very  much  surprised,  said  he,  at 
the  expressions  of  the  gentleman  last  up,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  ves- 
tarday.  They  ex|uessedsentimeDt8  which, ii  they 
once  take  root  in  this  nation,  will  prostrate  your 
liberties  and  rights  at  the  feet  of  foreign  Qovern- 
meots.  Tiie  geoilemaa  who  just  took  his  a«t 
has  observed,  that  the  subject  or  impressment  was 
the  main  block  in  the  way  of  negotiation.  Very 
true,  it  was,  sir;  it  goes  to  the  personal  liberty 
and  security  of  your  citizens;  and  if  you  surren- 
der that  right,  what  do  you  expect  those  citizens 
will  say  to  you  %  Do  you  expect  they  will  greet 
you  with,  "well  done  thou  good  and  faithiul  ser- 
vant 7"  What  can  the  geQAemaB  think  when  he 
recollects  the  sensation  displayed  at  New  York 


Digilized  by 


Google 


2111 


HISTORT  OF  CONGKESa 


2112 


H.  orR. 


on  the  death  of  Pierce,  in  eonwqaetiee  of  the  ex- 
ercise by  Britain  of  tne  right  of  iropressmentfl 
Were  those  tears  and  lamentatioos  feigned,  or 
were  they  the  sincere  effusions  of  citizens  feeling 
the  injury  done  them,  and  burning  with  indigna- 
tion at  seeing  their  fellow-citizens  murderea  al- 
most before  their  face  ?  If  we  coold  believe  what 
the  gentleman  now  suggests,  we  should  suppose 
that  the  liberties  and  lives  of  our  eitizeos  were  of 
no  value  compared  with  commerce.  Why  do 
gentlemen  tell  us  these  things?  Are  they  sincere? 
They  cannot  weigh  life  or  liberty  in  the  scales 
with  sordid  pelf;  it  is  impossible. 

It  has  been  observed  by  the  gentleman  from 
VtrgtDia.  and  it  seeins  to  have  been  intimated  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to-day,  that  the 
question  of  impressment  was  by  the  rejected  treaty 
placed  on  better  around  than  ever  was  expected  ; 
that  something'  like  secarity  was  afibrdea  to  the 
United  States ;  something  on  which  we  coold 
rely:  and  this  assertion  is  brought  in  with  no 
other  view  than  as  a  defence  of  British  measures 
ud  a  crimination  of  our  own.  Let  us  see  the 
language  of  the  British  Minister,  in  order  to  as- 
certain the  fact.  In  the  letter  from  Mr.  Canning, 
dated  October  22,  he  says,  in  answer  to  our  Min- 
ister's pressing  this  same  question  for  some  secu- 
rity, "no  entragements  were  entered  into  on  the 
'  part  of  his  Majesty,  as  connected  with  the  treaty, 
'  except  suchasappear  upon  the  face  of  it.  Whal- 
'  ever  encouragement  may  have  been  given  by 
'  His  Majesty's  Commissioaers  to  the  nope  ex- 
'  pressed  t>y  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
'  States,  that  disctusiooa  mi,fht  hereafter  be  enter- 
'  tained,  with  respect  to  the  impressment  of  Brit- 
'  ish  seamen  from  merchant  Teasels,  must  be  tui' 

*  derstood  to  bare  had  in  view  the  renewal  of  such 
'  discussions,  not  as  forming  any  part  of  the  treaty 
'  then  signed,  (as  the  American  Commissioners 
'  appear  to  have  been  instructed  to  assume,)  but 
'separately,  and  at  some  subsequent  period  more 

*  favorable  to  their  successAit  termination."  It 
would  seem,  however,  from  what  was  observed 
yesterday,  that  this  was  left,  though  informal,  on 
such  a  settled  basis,  that  it  might  have  been  sat- 
isfactory. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  saf 8  these  vexations  are  greater  than  ever. 
The  British  QovernmeDt  was  nerer  serious  in 
making  any  settlement  against  this  practice.  We 
find,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  British  Ministers 
never  yielded  that  right  We  find  that  Mr.  Can- 
ning, in  answer  to  oar  Ministers,  tells  them  they 
were  not  to  consider  the  late  proclamation  respect- 
ing^ impressments  as  any  new  regulation  on  the 
subject ;  that  the  proclamation  w^is  not  consid- 
ered in  that  light,  but  merely  as  conveying  in- 
structions to  the  Britisb  commanders  who  roi^ht 
be  at  a  loss  how  to  act ;  that  the  proclamation 
had  been  framed  for  nearly  three  months,  but 
never  issued  until  that  time.  If  it  had  been  in 
existence  for  three  months,  it  must  have  been 
framed  at  the  very  time  that  the  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake  was  in  view ;  that  was  to  try  the  sen- 
timents of  this  country,  and  they  meant  to  steer 
their  course  by  them.  Therefore,  it  is  not  an  iik- 
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straetion  given  to  naval  coromaHden,  lest  tbey 
should  mistake  their  duty  from  the  hite  iacldenta, 
because  it  was  framed  before  the  attadk  on  the 
Chesapeake  took  place.  It  unfortunately  bae- 
pens  that  the  British  Government  has  not,  in  this 
case,  covered  its  object. 

lam  a  little  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  tflHng 
us  that  arming  oor  merchant  vessels  would  aoi 
produce  war.  Why  arm^if  they  are  not  to  defend 
themselves  ?  If  the  belligerents  defend  their  pro- 
ceedings, will  they  not  resist  our  vessels  arming 
against  their  orders?  Could  it  be  done  witboot 
being  met  bya  declaration  of  war?  But  tbegen- 
tleman  from  New  York  has  told  us  that  if  we  snf- 
ler  our  merchants  to  arm,  the  British  would  eoa- 
sider  it  a  sufficient  token  of  our  resistance  lotba 
French  decrees,  and  remove  their  orders  of  ooan- 
cil.  You  ban  seen  all  the  decrees  and  onkn 
which  make  inDOTatioos  on  the  law  of  naiioai^ 
and  subject  oureommerce  to  plunder.  Are  ihtm 
of  France  the  roost  hostile?  Is  the  aspect  of  that 
nation  the  most  hostile?  Compare  the  letter  of 
Cbampaguy,  which  declares  that  our  vessels  shall 
be  held  in  sequestration  depending  the  measnres 
of  this  Government,  with  the  note  of  CanniDg,8t 
well  as  the  communications  from  Mr.  Erakint, 
and  what  was  the  result?  Look  at  the  treity 
which  our  Government  is  on  this  floor  condemned 
for  not  signing,  with  the  note  annexed,  deeltriDg 
that  if  we  Kubmit  to  the  decrees  of  France,  Hb 
Britannic  Majesty  would  consider  himself  botind 
not  to  observe  the  treaty.  This  note  contained  a 
threat;  hut  it  was  nothing  to  what  Mr.  CanniDg, 
in  observing  to  bur  Ministers  on  this  subject,  says : 
"  His  Majesty  cannot  profess  himself  to  be  ati»- 
'  Aed  that  the  American  Govefoment  has  tafaa 

*  an  ysuch  ^feetoal  steps  with  respect  to  the  decree 
'  of  France,  by  which  the  whole  of  His  MaJestyV 
'  dominions  are  declared  in  a  state  of  blockade,  at 

*  to  do  away  the  ground  of  that  reservation  wbiek 
'  was  contained  in  the  note  delivered  His  Majei- 
'  ty'e  Commissioners  at  the  time  of  the  signature 

*  of  the  treaty ;  but  that,  reserving  to  himself  tlie 

*  right  of  taking,  io  coosequeace  of  that  decree 

*  and  of  the  omission  <»  the  part  of  neutral  &a- 

*  tioos  to  obtain  its  revocation,  such  measures  »f 
'  retaliation  As  His  Majeity  might  judge  expedi- 
'  ent^  it  w^,  nevertheless,  the  desire  and  deiermi- 
'  nation  of  His  Majeaty,  if  the  treaty  bad  bees 

*  aanetiDned  by  the  ratifieation  of  the  President  af 
'  the  United  States,  ta  have  ratified  it  on  His  Hl- 
'  jesty's  partj  and  to  hare  given  the  fttllest  exlent 
'  to  all  iu  stipulatioDa.** 

With  regard  to  this  treaty,  I  have  no  idea  of 
entering  ioio  its  merits.  The  gentleman  fnm 
Virginia,  yesterday,  seemed  to  be  extremely  aos- 
ioxbs  to  justify  the  treaty.  He  might  have  post- 
poned its  defence  until  it  was  before  us,  or  at  least 
until  it  was  asmiled.  I  will  observe  that,  what- 
ever might  have  been  the  ioteation  of  our  Miois- 
ters,  they  placed  the  United  States  in  a  very  disS' 
greeable  situation,  obligiag  them  lo  declare  that 
tbey  had  no  right  to  negotiate  such  a  treaty.  It 
baa  given  occasion  to  Mr.  Canning  tosay,'Wmeof 

*  the  considerations  apoo  which  the  rerasd  of  tbe 
'  PresidentoftbeUnitedStatesteiatifytbetieatyis 
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'  foDDded,  are  socb  as  can  be  matter  of  discussion 
'  ottlf  betweim  the  Amerieao  QoremmeDt  and  its 
*  Commiasioners  j  since  it  is  not  for  His  Majesty  to 
'  inqoife  whether,  in  the  eondact  of  this  n^otia- 
'  UoD,  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
'  hare  failed  to  conform  themselres  in  any  respect 
'  to  the  instmetioQs  of  their  Ooveroment."  He 
dien  ^oes  on  to  animadrert  on  the  conduct  of  the 
American  Ministers.  Had  they  kept  within  the 
real  limits  of  their  own  instructions,  they  nerer 
would  have  given  occasioa  for  ibis  reflection  on 
them. 

On  the  score  of  informal  negotiation,  it  will  be 
rceolteeled  that  from  the  earliest  days  of  the  Qor- 
ernment  to  the  present  time,  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment has  been  pressed  npoQ  the  British  Qor- 
ernmeni,  not  only  in  times  of  war,  but  in  times  of 
peace.   If  there  were  in  reality  any  foundation 
for  the  cha^  on  oar  Qorerament,  of  having  sac- 
rificed the  mterest  of,  or  lost  a  secttrity  to,  oar 
sMimeD,  bv  a  rejection  of  this  informal  article,  it 
will  be  only  necessary  Cp  recur  to  the  cmrresnond- 
enee  between  oar  Ministers  and  the  British  Com- 
infasitmers,  and  it  will  be  found  that  not  only  for- 
mal, bat  inftmnal,  articles  were  such  as  we  ought 
not  to  have  accepted ;  that  reasonable  concessioas 
cm  oar  part  were  ofiered  for  the  sake  of  accommo- 
dation and  refused;  that  the  Treaty  of  1794  was, 
in  some  measure,  proposed  as  the  basis,  bat  was 
not  accepted  by  the  British  Ministry.   Let  me 
ask  the  genileman  for  a  single  moment  what  were 
the  terms  offered  in  this  treaty,  which  he  regrets 
that  the  Goremment  did  not  accept?  Indepen- 
dent of  its  exceptionable  provisions,  it  was  accom- 
panied by  a  note  which  contains  a  reservation  to 
the  British  Goveromeat  to  regulate  its  own  pro- 
ceedings, and  leaves  us  but  two  alternatives — 
ather  to  declare  war  against  France,  or  suffer  the 
Britirii  Biinisters  to  rtue  as.   What  do  they  offer 
Ha  now?  If  we  will  trade  as  they  please,  and 
jmy  tbem  a  daty  on  all  oar  exports,  we  may  carry 
OB  our  commercfc  Is  it  ponible  that  any  man 
who-  professes  hhnself  an  American  could  accede 
to  thia?   The  ^irit  of  1776,  refusing  to  pay  a 
doty  of  two  per  ceaL  on  tea,  would  certainly  not 
now  yield  that  for  which  they  then  contended, 
and  become  again  tribatary  to  the  British  Gk>vem- 
aent.    This  is  not  all.  Even  this  admired  treaty, 
which  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nia  so  mach  re- 
grets, allows  as  to  trade  to  the  colonies  if  we  will 
paf  tribute.   Was  it  not  easily  discoverable  that 
two^  three,  fom',  or  five  per  cent.,  would  be  laid 
vpoa  the  trade,  and  virtually  prohibit  us  from 
earrying  on  this  commerce  altogether?   It  was 
better  than  prohibition:  bat  if  we  would  not  tax 
it,  tkav  wnnld  prohibit  it  altogether.  What  right 
Md  they  to  demand  this?  Certainly  none,  aod 
fet  gentlemen  wish  as  to  raise  the  embargo,  to 
enbraee  these  legulations,  open  all  our  ports  to 
tUa  fettered  commerce,  and  vrill  not  place  it  in 
thm  power  of  the  Elxecutive  to  suspend  the  em- 
I  am  a  little  astraished  that  gentlemen 
i^ho  ecnsider  the  embargo  as  the  heaviest  curse 
which  could  befall  this  nation  should  be  against 
any  meaaare  for  removing  its  pressore.  But  so  it 
ia.   Bete  permit  me  to  say  that  I  admire  the  flexi- 
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bility  of  the  gentleman's  sentiments.   It  must  be 
well  known  to  ever?  gentleman  in  the  House,  that 
a  gentleman  from  vi^nia,  in  combating  mea»- 
ares  which  were  then  carried  into  effect,  as  the 
non-importatioa  law,  said,  that  if  we  take  meas- 
ures at  all,  they  should  be  strong  measures ;  none 
of  your  milk-and-water  measures,  butanem6aT^; 
which  would  be  an  efficient  measure.   This  same 
gentleman,  at  the  present  sessioo,  exclaims  against 
»)e  Executive  influence  which  Reduced  the  em- 
bargo.  At  this  very  session  we  cannot  forget  the 
scramble  between  him  end  another  gentleman  in 
this  House,  ^Mr.  Crowninshield,)  as  to  who 
should  have  tne  honor  first  to  propose  the  meas- 
ure; he  even  urged  expedition  in  the  measure,  as 
he  had  a  bill  ready  prepared.   In  the  course  of 
deliberation  on  the  suoject,  he  urged  it  as  the  only 
thing  which  could  promote  the  national  interests; 
and  persisted  in  this,  till  one  of  his  colleagues  in- 
formed us  of  the  effect  which  it  woald  have  upon 
Britain.   He  then  rose  and  told  qs  that  he  nad 
done  with  the  measure;  that. the  measure  waa 
partial— not  unconstilutional — that  it  was  a  new 
inveotioQ ;  that  It  was  expressly  aimed  at  Great 
Britain,  and  this  was  the  ^reat  objection.  But 
now  we  are  told  that  the  British  Government  will 
ask  nothihg  better  of  us  than  giving  up  the  carry-' 
ing  trade.   But,  unless  the  gentleman  can  prove 
that  the^  are  the  carriers  for  their  enemy  and  for 
us,  he  will  find  it  difficult  to  prove  that  it  favors 
England.   Really  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  the  differ- 
ence between  the  proposed  measure  and  that 
which  the  gentleman  so  lon^  since  supported  for 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
suspend  the  non-importation  law.   But  the  gen- 
tleman disclaims  the  influence  of  precedents.  The 
gentleman  has  another  objection — that  it  proceed* 
from  a  recommendation  from  the  Executive.  The 
geatlemas  took  the  liberty  to  pay  a  compliment 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  declining 
a  rejection;  bat  he  expressed  great  resentment 
affainst  those  States  which  solicited  him  to  retain 
his  station.   I  consider  this  as  the  highest  mark 
of  respect  for  the  coarse  pursued  by  the  present 
Admioistration.  But  it  seems,  although  totally 
irrelevant  to  the  subject  under  discussion,  the  gen- 
tleman from  VirgiDia  has  undertaken  to  question 
the  motives  of  all  who  have  joined  in  the  request. 
The  man  who  has  the  vanity  and  arrogance  to 
suppose  that  he  is  superior  to  all  mankind,  may 
boasr  of  his  republicanism,  but  he  possesses  none. 
I  envy  him  not  his  sensations.   It  will  be  recol- 
lected that  the  Constitution  has  not  denied  the 
right  of  a  President,  for  two  successive  terms, 
again  to  be  elected.  The  Legislatures,  then,  did 
not  travel  out  of  their  Constitutional  course,  and 
it  would  have  been  as  modest  in  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia— to  say  no  more  of  it— to  hare  let 
the  subject  atone. 

In  regard  to  the  constitutionality  of  this  meas- 
ure, which  has  been  questioned,  the  bill  supported 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  two  years  ago, 
was  to  enable  the  President  to  do  a  thing  at  a  dis- 
tant dav,  if  he  should  think  it  expedient.  What 
is  the  onjeet  of  the  present  resolution?  To  put 
the  whole  eommereiu  interest  at  the  discretion  of 
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the  President?  Certainly  aot.  If  certain  events 
take  place,  the  President  is  to  be  authorized  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  embargo  law.  We 
eommand;  he  obeys.  He  is  the  agent,  we  the 
principal.  The  law,  giTiog  power  to  suspend  the 
noD-importation  law,  was  more  vague  than  this 
resolution.  In  that  he  had  a  perfect  discr^ion, 
there  was  no  land-niaTk  laid  down  in  the  law. 
Here  there  is.  The  distinction  taken  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  is  a  distinction  without  a 
difference.  The  principles  of  both  are  the  same. 
The  powers  given,  and  the  consequences  of  the 
exercise  of  those  powers,  are  the  same. 

Bat  it  seems  that  the  ^jentleman  from  Viiginia 
has  nndertaken  to  arraign  all  the  measures  of 
Cktrernment  taken  for  some  time  past.  A  few 
days  n^o  he  was  TioJentlv  opposed  to  the  raising 
a  military  force.  At  the  present  momcDt  be 
draws  consolation  from  thecireumstanee  that  both 
Great  Britain  and  France  are  hostile  to  us.  If  he 
really  feels  a  satisfaction  in  the  hostile  attitude  of 
both  Powers,  he  ought  certainly  not  to  complain 
of  the  acts  which  he  says  hare  placed  us  in  that 
situation.  I  cannot  conceive  how  a  man  can  with 
propriety  arraign  the  conduct  of  an  Administra- 
tion, when  he  says  their  measures  have  produced 
the  very  effect  for  which  he  is  so  gratifild.  We 
learned  from  his  observations  the  other  day.  and 
it  was  insinuated  again  yesterday,  that  the  raising 
of  an  army  was  against  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try. In  1805  and  1806,  he  was  in  favor  of  strong 
meaanres  against  Spain,  for  he  said  in  the  same 
TCoportion  as  we  took  measures  against  Spain, 
Oreat  Britain  would  respect  our  rights;  because 
France  and  S^in  being  one  and  the  same,  meas- 
ures taken  against  one  were  alio  against  the  other. 
But  the  effects  of  strong  measures  seem  now  to 
be  viewed  in  a  different  Tiahx.  If  it  was  just  then 
to  raise  an  army  a^inst  France  or  Spain  to  make 
them  respect  our  rights,  it  is  certainly  proper  now 
to  take  tttrong  measures  against  both  France  and 
England,  eicept  the  gentleman  show  that  the 
dispositions  of  nations  as  well  as  of  men  have 
changed  since  that  time.  At  the  present  time  the 
miliUry  spirit  is  a  horrid  thing;  at  that  tim^  it 
was  a  verj^  pleasant  thing. 

For  a  single  moment  let  us  consider  the  em- 
erge. The  gentleman  says  it  is  tmconstitutional. 
That  the  Constitution  having  prohibited  the  power 
of  Uying  a  duty  on  exports,  denies  the  power  to 
prohibit  exportation  altogether.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference in  tliis  respect  between  the  non-importa- 
tton  lav  and  the  embargo.  If  the  argument  be 
true,  yon  most  allow  tnde  at  all  times,  whether 
It  famish  a  meaas  of  anooyanoe  against  your- 
selves or  not.  Is  it  not  a  well-known  fact,  that 
Great  Britain  is  in  ^he  utmost  want  of  supplies 
for  that  navy  which  murders  your  citizens  and 
blocks  up  your  ports  j  and,  therefore,  you  par- 
tially disarm  them.  However  gentlemen  please 
themselves  and  amuse  the  people — for  that  will 
be  its  only  effect— with  the  idea  that  the  embargo 
is  a  pleasant  thing  to  Great  Britain,  we  find  that, 
even  by  the  debates  in  their  Parliament,  their 
orders  are  considered  as  measures  so  hostile,  that 
they  expeet  a  declaration  of  war.  Howhappeu 
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it  that  we  became  their  apologists?  Th»t  their 
conduct  strikes  gentlemen  on  this  floor  in  a  moie 
favorable  light  than  it  does  the  Britons  them- 
selves? They  consider  them  as  too  strong.  Theie 
members  of  Parliament  must  be  much  mistaken 
if  some  gentlemen  in  this  House  are  correct. 

To  return  to  the  embargo.  I  believe  most  reli- 
giously, that  had  it  not  Been  for  sentiments  ei- 
pressed  in  this  country  so  favorable  to  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  bad  it  not  been  for  insinuations  that  it  wu 
impossible  for  us  to  maintain  this  measure,  before 
this  time  we  should  have  been  treated  with  re* 
spect  by  Great  Britain.  I  cannot,  while  op,  bit 
notice  what  mast  be  obvious  to  all — that  not  only 
in  this  House,  but  abroad,  every  attempt  has  been 
made  to  show  that  this  measute  is  improper,  ns^ 
just,  and  injarious.  The  table  of  this  Hoose  has 
been  loaded  with  petitions  against  the  embargo; 
it  is  known  from  what  source.  Another  eiieiu»- 
stance  attends  them,  that,  though  they  come  from 
different  quarters,  they  owe  their  existence  to  one 
parent,  and  come  from  one  land.  It  is  very  easy 
to  sow  the  seeds  of  discord  and  discontent,  if  pc^ 
sons  industriously  and  insidiously  apply  theor 
selves  to  that  object.  Whenever  a  measure  bu 
been  attempted  against  Great  Britain,  we  hare 
found  what  rancorous  opposition  it  has  met  viib. 
We  are  now  asked  to  raise  the  embaMTO.  Wltit 
encouragement  have  we  to  do  it?  The  Treaty 
of  1794  sacrificed  onr  most  important  rights.  Did 
it  conciliate  that  Government?  Did  she  evca 
then  respect  your  rights?  From  that  moment  to 
the  pres«iL  your  flag  and  citizens  have  been  cm* 
stantly  violated.  Mord  than  three,  four,  or  fire, 
thousand  seamen,  have  been  improsBcd  into  ttteii 
service.  Is  it  possible  that  gentlemen  can  ctimi- 
nate  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  not 
accepting  a  treaty  which  gave  no  security  agaiait 
this?  Certainly  not.  The  gentleman  tola  us  ;ei- 
terdajr  that  we  were  contending  with  a  great  com* 
mercial  nation,  and  had  very  Tittle  to  offer  )Q 
change  for  what  we  ask.  Was  it  necessary  to 
make  this  apology  for  Great  Britain?  I  ban 
thought  rerv  difierentlv.  Was  onr  commerteoc 
so  many  mitUons  "nothing?"  ,  . 

Let  us  now  consider  the  othct  point  which  u 
taken,  that  the  circumstanees  attending  the  ticMf 
alter  the  aspect  of  it — for  this  treaty  is,  to  say  tM 
best  of  it,  no  better  than  Jay's,  which  the  gude- 
man  says  he  so  much  t^borred.  When  Jay  oeg^ 
tiated  bis  treaty,  almost  all.  Europe  was  in  aiw 
agaioat  Franee;  Spain,  and  Italy,  then  indcpM- 
dent  nations.  When  ibis  n«w  tceaty  was  forneir 
Italy,  Spain,  Holland,  Switzerland,  dbc,  were  tt 
the  feet  of  France ;  and  that  war  which  was  ea- 
gendered  at  the  Court  of  St.  James  between  Proi- 
sia  and  France  was  decided.  Prussia  was  ore^ 
whelmed,  and  the  knowledge  of  it  reached  onr 
Ministers  before  signing  this  treaty.  Qermtaf 
was  at  peace.  In  this  situatton,  was  the  attitti« 
of  Great  Britain  so  imposing  as  to  justify  greater 
sacrifices  than  were  made  in  1794?  It  was  not> 
It  was  believed  and  said  is  this  country,  that  the 
arms  of  Bonaparte  would  conquer  the  worn. 
Why,  then,  make  this  sacriAcel  Had  ve  atf 
assurances,  if  that  treaty  was  ratified,  it  woaW  M 
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teU  SMTfldf  Oa  the  cofttruy;  dftabis  were  ex- 
premd  end  coodtiions  uaexett  to  it.  Has  not 
her  eeachiet  shioe  joBtified  a  refasal  of  more  than 
iafoimal  stipalationt?  At  the  momeat  when  she 
attacked  Copenhagen  she  had  a  treaty  with  Den- 
mark. She  first  attacked  the  town,  aod  then 
offsred  terms  of  aeeommodatioa,  which  were  of 
eoorse  refosed.  What  can  be  said  in  justiflcetion 
of  that  outrage?  There  was,  as  we  were  told  the 
other  day.  some  sappositioo  that  the  fleet  was 
about  to  be  delirered  up  to  France.  It  was  no 
soch  thioffj  sir ;  it  was  justified  on  the  supposition 
that  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  contained  some  secret 
articles, and  the  British  Qorernmentdid  not  kaow 
vhat  they  were.  When  she  had  taken  the  Dan- 
ish fleet  aod  burnt  the  city,  she  asked  the  media- 
tioii  of  Russia  to  secure  a  i»eacc  between  them. 
Cm  we  beliere  her  sincere  in  these  things  t  If 
ahe  really  beliered  there  were  such  secret  arti- 
cles, is  it  natural  to  believe  that  she  would  ask  this 
mediation  to  restore  friendship  between  her  and 
the  injured  nation  ?  If  we  could  not  see  a  treach- 
ery through  this  mist,  we  must  be  blind.  But  I 
would  not  have  noticed  the  snbiect,  except  that  a 
disposition  has  been  maaifested  to  criminate  our 
Ooremment,  and  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  na- 
tion, instead  of  looking  to  the  real  cause. 

I  should  hare  supposed,  after  what  has  been 
eommaoicated  to  us,  no  one  would  have  accused 
thia  Goreroment  of  a  want  of  justice  in  its  nego- 
tiations with  foreign  Powers.  Whoever  has  read 
the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  our 
Ministers,  must  be  eoDTrnced  to  the  contrary. 
Bren  on  the  subject  of  impressmeDts,  they  were 
instrneted  to  press  it  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
eren  to  irritate  the  feelings  of  Qreat  Britain.  A 
peculiar  solicitude  has  been  displayed  in  all  our 
proceedings  to  maintain  friendship.  It  has  been 
alt  in  nio.  We  bare  been  driren  to  the  last 
alxemative,  either  to  shut  up  our  porU  for  a  while 
«  to  fight.  What  do  gentlemen  now  ask  ?  That 
we  should  open  our  ports  to  Great  Britain  atone ; 
for  that  would  be  the  effect  of  raising  the  embar- 
go. Has  it  been  in  the  power  of  our  Qorernment 
to  make  a  settlement?  No.  Are  gentlemen  will- 
jag  to  ptit  up  with  what  has  happened?  The 
terms  which  Great  Britain  has  ofiered,  it  would 
have  duvraced  any  people  to  accept.  After  she 
has  atucVed  your  national  ship,  shed  the  blood 
of  your  citizens,  and  obliged  you  to  exclude  ships 
<rf*war  from  your  ports,  she  requires  that  you  re- 
scind TOUT  proclamation  before  she  will  eren  tell 
yon  what  satisfaction  she  is  willing  to  make.  She 
aays,  I  have  abused  von ;  bumble  yourself,  suc- 
cumb to  me,  and  I  will  make  such  satis&ctlon  at 
I  think  fit.  This  is  the  nation  for  whom  you  are 
to  lift  the  embargo,  and  these  the  favors  you  are 
to  reeeire  in  return.  I  had  rather  see  this  nation 
■gain  tributary  to  them  than  sacrifice  so  sreat  a 
proportion  of  their  independence ;  than  acknowl- 
edge that  all  we  have  done  is  wrong,  and  all  they 
have  done  is  right,  f  consider  that  whenever  this 
natioa  is  reduced  to  aueh  a  state  of  apathy  as  to 
eaJore  these  things,  our  independence  is  not  vrorth 
a  straw.  Ton  have  certain  rights— first  princi- 
ples. Reeeda  from  Umh,  and  yoa  epaa  yometf 


ILovR. 


to  perpetual  violation;  if  pe.'sisted  in,  they  will 
prostrate  your  independence.  With  these  senti- 
ments I  cannot  consent  to  repeal  the  embargo, 
and  the  opposition  to  this  resolution  seems  to  bo 
founded  in  a  wish  to  do  that. 

Mr.  Kbtv— I  rise  on  this  occasion  with  great 
embarrassment,  because  in  no  instance  of  my  po- 
litical life,  has  any  measure  called  oa  me  to  act, 
in  which  the  interests  of  my  country  were  more 
deeply  involved.  In  common  with  my  fellow-cit- 
izens of  Marvland,  I  feel  a  total  aversion  to  the  con- 
tiaoance  of  toe  embargo,  and  I  am  confident  I  speak 
the  almost  unanimous  :fen9e  of  my  constituents  la 
calling  for  its  repeaL  However  proper  soma  of 
them  might  have  considered  it  in  tha  first  in- 
siinee,  as  an  expniment  from  which  good  might 
result,  yet  all  now  are  satisfied  that  nothing  short 
of  its  immediate  repeal  will  save  them  from  great 
distress,  and  that  a  long  contioilance  of  it  wiU 
induce  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  I  am  willing,  siif 
to  admit,  that  thoie  who  advocated  the  embargo 
were  actuated  by  the  purest  motives,  and  had  the 
best  ioteresu  of  their  country  at  heart — that  they 
adopted  it  as  a  measure  from  which  great  perma- 
nent good  would  result;  but  time,  which  tesu  the 
correctness  of  political  measures,  has  sufficiently 
elapsed  to  convince  ihem  of  their  error---at  least 
it  has  imuressed  on  my  mind  a  conviction,  that 
we  deeply  suffer,  whilst  those  it  was  intended  t» 
operate  on,  lightly  feel  its  effects.  I  was  origin- 
ally opposed  to  the  measure — I  still  am  opposed 
to  It ;  auhoogh  I  anxiously  wish  its  immediate  re- 
peal, yet  I  am  compelled  to  vote  against  the  pres- 
ent mdution,  heeaosa  in  my  heart  and  judgment 
I  bdieve  it  is  so  worded  as  to  violate,  if  adopted, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States— and  that 
I  am  unwilling  to  let  the  repeal  of  this  law  de- 
pend on  contingencies,  not  known  or  designated, 
and  which  are  to  grow  oat  of  the  acts  of  loreigB 
Qoverankents. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
LovB,)  who  originally  voted  for  the  measure,  has 
this  day  admitted  it  to  be  a  curse.  I  concur  with 
him,  as  I  hope  he  will  now  with  me.  in  a  vote 
and  {Kayer  for  its  speedy  removal.  I.believe  the 
embargo  to  be  partul  in  its  operation,  oppressive, 
and  if  persiated  in  ruinous  to  the  country.  These 
are  strong  terms,  but  if  gentlemen  will  lend  a 
patient  ear,  I  will  endeavor  to  convince  them  of 
their  truth,  and  I  will  use  as  much  brevity  as  is 
eottsiateat  with  pcnpieuity.  The  view  I  take  of 
this  sabjeet  is  eatensiTc^  but  1  hope  not  diffusive. 

The  resfdntion  proposes  to  vest  the  President 
widi  power,  on  the  happening  of  certain  Euro- 
pean events,  to  suspend  the  embargo  law.  I  am 
against  it,  because  I  want  an  immediate  repeal, 
because  it  is  unconstitutional  to  vest  the  Preaident 
with  power  to  suspend  a  law,  and  because  it  is 
partial  in  its  operation,  oppressive,  and  ruinous. 

It  is  inrtial  in  its  operation  in  two  respects- 
first,  as  it  regards  the  persons  on  whom  it  opn- 
atea,and  secondly,  as  it  respects  the  product  oper- 
ated ni.  ■ 

The  district  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  ia 
not  boanded  on  navigable  water.  So  lar  then  as 
it  reipeeu  my  emutituents  (antLmavy  other  dfi> 

Digiiized  byLjOOgIC 


2119 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESa 


2120 


BUorR.  £tttfp«mon 


trictt  of  diflferent  States  are  in  the  nme  situa- 
tion,) the  law  executes  itself  with  ngfor.  From 
their  geographical  positioo,  they  are  excluded  the 
meanaof  seliiDg  their  surplus  produce,  while  this 
very  law  operates  as  a  bounty  in  effect  to  the  cit- 
izens of  other  parts  of  the  United  States.  I  call 
the  attectioQ  of  the  Commiitee  to  the  northeru 
parts  of  the  State  of  New  York.  That  State 
Diods  00  Lake  Erie  to  Niagara,  od  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  Lake  Ontario,  on  a  great  part  of  the  rirer 
St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  Champlaio  and 
George,  and  has  an  immediate,  direct,  easy  eom- 
moDicatioQ  with  the  British,  in  Upper  and  Lower 
Canada.  The  whole  Qenessee  country,  and  the 
counties  lower  down,  hare  a  steady,  constant 
market,  the  prices  tempting,  the  access  easy,  and 
few  or  no  omeen  to  interrupt  the  daily  supplies 
ftven  to  their  British  neigbbora.  Wecannotsbut 
our  eyes  to  the  fkctof  thi*  commerce  being  itead- 
ily  carried  on. 

The  embargo,  so  far  as  it  restrains  places  from 
exporting  their  surplus  produce,  goes  to  enhance 
the  price  of  such  produce  in  foreign  markets — the 
enhanced  price  affords  the  temptation,  and  the  easy 
access  gives  the  means  to  that  country  to  export 
it,  and  in  fact,  by  excluding  others,  gives  ihem  a 
monopoly  of  supply.  Near  four  hundred  miles  of 
northern  coast,  in  proximity  to  the  British  settle- 
ments, gives  to  New  York  upon  the  lakes  a  steady 
market.  Vermont  binds  on  lakes  which  commu- 
nicate wiih  Canada.  Fassamaquoddy  openly  and 
publicly  furnishes  supplies  to  New  Brunswick. 
In  this  state  of  things,  and  in  the  mode  the  law 
is  executed,  it  is  partial  and  omnressiTe,  and  my 
eonatitnenta  and  others  in  similar  locations  so  feet 
and  experience  it. 

Bntf  sir,  there  is  another  portion  of  our  fellow^ 
citizens,  on  whom  this  law  execntea  itself  with  pe- 
culiar severity,  I  meao  the  frugal,  hardy,  laborious 
and  valuable  fishermen  of  the  Eastern  States.  I 
see  gentlemen  smile  at  a  member  of  the  Middle 
States  supporting  the  interests  of  the  fishermen ; 
but,  sir,  1  should  think  myself  illy  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  if  I  did  not  know  the  value  of 
that  class  of  men  to  society  and  the  Union.  I 
wish,  sir,  their  numbers,  character,  and  usefulness, 
were  better  known  and  understood  than  1  fear 
they  are.  And  as  on  this  subject  my  opinions 
may  not  be  orthodox,  I  will  refer  to  tM  head  of 
the  ebnreh. 

Mr.  Chainnas,  in  the  year  1791,  the  now  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  then  Secretary  of 
State^  made  an  able  and  laminona  repoit  on  our 
fisheries.  These  are  bis  worda;  first,  aa  to  the 
annual  value  of  a  fisherman's  labor,  secondly,  as 
to  the  situation  and  value  of  tbe  wlwle  fishery  as 
carried  on  from  a  sand  bar— 

**  About  100  natives  on  board  17  rfiips  (for  thmwere 
IfiO-Amerioans  enKs^ed  hj  the  voyage)  came  to  8,265 
livtes,  or  about  $410  66  a  man." 

"The  American  whale  fisheiyis  mucipally  followed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  island  of  Nantucket — a  sand- 
bar of  about  fifteen  mils*  long  and  three  broad— capa^ 
Us  of  matataining  by  its  i^rieohufe  about  ttrenty  fam- 
Ums  ;  bat  it  emj^j^  on  the  fisheries,  before  the  war, 
Mweeii  fin  and  aiz  tbouaand  nan  and  btqra;  and  in 
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tbe  only  harbor  it  poaseases  It  bad  one  hnndiad  aad 

forty  vesselB— one  bnndrad  and  thirty-two  ofwbidi  wen 
of  the  large  kind — as  being  mployed  in  tbe  Sandun 
fishery.  In  agriculture,  then,  they  have  bo  resooieM; 
and  if  that  of  their  fishery  cannot  be  pursued  from  thor 
own  habitations,  it  is  natural  they  sKould  seek  othen 
from  which  it  can  be  followed,  and  prefer  those  where 
they  will  find  a  sameness  of  langusge,  religion,  Uwi^ 
habits,  and  kindred.  A  foreign  emissaiy  has  lately  been 
among  them,  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  the  infita- 
tions  to  a  change  of  situation ;  but,  attadied  to  thor 
native  country,  Uiey  prefer  continuing  in  it,  if  their  con- 
tinuance there  can  be  made  rapportable." — Mr.  Jtfer- 
ton't  r^ort,  Janaarj/  10, 1791,  on  the  tultfeet  of  the 
JUherUa. 

I  call  the  attention  of  tbe  Committee  to  erenr 
letter  of  this  report,  and  then  let  each  member  ask 
himself  tbe  sitaation  of  the  fishermen  nndei  tbe 
embargo  law. 

Sir,  by  the  Treasury  report  laid  on  our  desks 
it  appears  that  the  exportation  of  dried  fish  aloae, 
in  the  last  year,  amounted  to  473,924  quintal)^ 
and  the  whole  product  of  the  fisheries  aatonnted 
to  $2,300,000— a  sum  equal  to  the  one-eighleendi 
part  of  the  whole  agricultural  produce  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  States:  thus  in  effect,  in  iraittt  of  product,add- 
tng  another  State  to  the  Union.  Is  this  cnn  of 
men,  whose  farm  Is  the  ocean  and  wbone  crop  is 
its  fish,  to  have  their  whole  or  nearly  their  whole 
interests  sacrificed  by  tbe  unequal  operation  of 
tbe  embargo  7  I  hope  not,  sir.  I  trust  gentlemen 
will  see  the  oppression  of  tbe  law,  and  its  partial 
operation,  and  remove  it. 

Again,  sir,  as  to  the  product,  bow  does  this  lav 
operate  ?  The  cotton  planter  and  the  tobacco 
planter  have  their  articles  little  deteriorated  by 
time.  The  embargo,  to  them,  suspends  tbe  useof 
their  capital  only ;  but  to  those  who  have  floarot 
fish,  the  embargo,  if  continued  for  a  few  montlu, 
destroys  their  capital— >the  thing  itself.  In  this 
respect  the  embargo  works  partially ;  and  in  teS- 
erence  to  its  operation  on  particular  portions  of 
our  country,  on  particular  classes  of  people^  or  on 
tbe  product,  it  ought  to  be  repealed  at  onec^ud 
without  delay. 

Sir,  it  is  a  very  remarkable  ibct,  and  not  mtne 
remarkable  than  true,  that  if  you  compare  the  nam- 
ber  of  fishermen  with  tbe  product  of  their  labor, 
and  tbe  number  employed  in  agricnlture  with  the 
product  of  agriculture,  that  the  mine  of  tbe  former 
to  tbe  latter  is  as  ten  to  one— a  people  whose  hab- 
its and  manners  are  in  consonance  with  republi- 
can institutions,  and  who  are  as  valuable  as  tbe 
agriculturists.  God  has  given  them  a  noble  estate 
in  the  ocean,  most  bountifully  stocked,  and  dili- 
gently do  they  work  it,  with  profit  to  tnemseWei 
and  advantage  to  their  country. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  the  embargo  is  op* 
pressive,  and,  if  long  continued,  will  ruin  us.  I 
will  not  use  declamation  as  to  its  oppresstvencsa— 
I  will  endeavor  to  prove  it  by  documents.  Letns 
take  the  article  of  dried  fish  alone : 

In  last  year  the  exports  of  this  arti-  (ftUab,  Q'mt^ 
cle  amouDted  to       ....  478,114 

Of  this,  was  exported  to  French  Sa> 
zopaan  psits  on  the  Atlaniia    -  UkM7 
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Ditto  on  the  Mediterranean  •      •    St^7  ' 
Ditto  to  Spenieh  porto  (EBippean) 

OB  die  AUantie  ....  4^649 
Ittio  en  the  HeditaRUMn  -  • 
Dittotoltaly      -  18,600 

  18fi,3S3 


The  above  ports,  ^  the  Britteh  Orden  in 
CrOoncU*  caDnot  be  exported  to,  which,  be* 
ing  deducted,  leiTei  -      -      -  »6B,S0X 


But  there  remains  the  qoantitr  of  288,561  quin- 
tals, of  the  Talue  of  $i;S6i,000,  free  to  be  exported 
-toother  ^ace8,Dot  interdicted  by  the  BritishOrders 
of  Conneil,  nor  within  the  pbjrsical  power  of  the 
French  to  affect,  and  oalj  operated  on  by  the 
embargo.  Such  is  the  fact  as  it  respects  that  one 
article ;  but  I  will  now  proceed  to  a  general  state- 
ment, to  which  I  call  the  attention  oft&e  Commit- 
tee, and  inrite  inrestigatioQ. 

By  the  Treasurer's  statement,  laid  on  our  desks, 
it  appears  that  the  aggre«ite  of  domestic  produce, 
exported  last  year,  was  $48,699,592.  By  domes- 
tic produce  is  meant  the  product  of  the  sea  aod  our 
aoit,  from  our  own  labor,  except  about  two  mil- 
lions of  our  manufactures.  I  will  not  ioterfere 
with  foreign  articles  exported  by  us — I  mean  ex- 
clusiTely  our  owd  inherent,  indigenous,  absolute 
produce,  growing  out  of  our  own  labor.  Of  that 
amount — to  wit,  the  sum  of  $48,699,593 — there 
was  exported  in  the  last  year  to  tne  continent  of 
Barope,  dtc,  aod  now  interdicted  by  the  Britbh 
Orders  of  Council,  as  follows : 

The  amount  of  exports  ia  1807,  of  domeitic 

produce  wae  ....  $48,699,693 
ToRosua  ....  978,860 
To  Sweden  ...  -  66,167 
To  Norway  and  Denmarfc  572,160 
To  HoUaod  ...  -  8,098,984 
To  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  the 

Haiue  Towns    .      .      -  918,325 
To  French  European  porta  on 

the  AtUntic  -  -  -  3,607,707 
To  ditto  on  the  Medlterraneaa  806^ 
To  ekiaidsh  European  ports  on 

the  Atlantic  -  -  -  797,017 
To  ditto  on  the  Maditenaaean  384,314 
To  Portugal  .  -  -  .  839,313 
To  Itdy  ....  860,257 
To  Trieste  and  Adriatic  ports  -  83^8 
To  Toikey,  LcTant,  and  Egypt  4,630 
To  Morocoo  and  the  Barbuy 

States      ....  8,858 
To  £axope,  generally— no  des- 
ignation   ....  81,60& 

  9,768,204 


being  deducted,  leaves  the  asionnt 
of  domeetie  produce  free  to  be  expiMed  $38,987,888 


This  surplus  of  $38,937,388,  of  oor  own  produce, 
is  not  interdicted  by  tbe  British  Orders  of  Council, 
nor  within  the  physical  power  of  France  to  ob- 
stract,  and  is  only  prohibited  from  exportation  by 
the  opeiation  of  tne  embai^o— for  I  sbaH  not 
BOtlec  the  Freneh  decree,  it  is  bnthm  Jidmn. 
^%eueesrire  folly  of  the  Smperor^  decree  can 


only  be  equalled  by  his  weakness  and  incapacity 
to  execute  it. 

If  I  am  incorreet  in  my  statemenL  and  I  again 
solicit  investigation  and  detection  of  error,  ought 
not  the  benefit  of  an  embargo  to  be  clear,  certain, 
irredstible,  all-powerfol,  before  it  should  lock  up 
such  a  mass  of  product  from  exportation  and  sale? 
Can  uncertaio.  contingent,  probable  advantages 
justify  an  experiment,  wlueh  hazards  so  many 
millions  of  dollars?  Will  not  the  nation  Remand 
at  oar  haodis  tbat,  as  good  and  faithful  stewards^ 
we  Bhall  accoBQt  for  the  property  placed  under 
our  control  ?  And  how  have  we  done  it?  I  feat 
to  ask — by  an  embargo. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  and  repeated,  that  the  em- 
bargo does  very  little  harm;  that  we  have  no 
places  to  export  our  produce  to.  If  such  be  the 
fact,  Mr.  Chairman,  then  the  law  ought  to  be  re- 
pealed as  useless  and  idle.  But,  sir,  it  is  rery 
well  known  that  we  hsTe  abundance  of  ports  and 
countries  to  export  to,  and  that  is  tke  reason  why 
there  is  an  embargo  by  law.  Sir,  thai  honorably 
useful,  and  well  informed  body  «  men,  the  mer- 
chants of  this  continent,  so  ranch  superior  to  us 
in  their  knowledge  of  foreign  trade  and  risks, 
will  put  a  Toluntary  embargo  on,  if  trade  cannot 
be  carried  on  to  advantage.  Men  of  their  under- 
standing, with  their  extensive  foreign  correspui- 
denee,  backed  too  by  the  principle  of  self-interestf 
may  be  safely  trusted  on  this  subject;  they  well 
know  to  what  poru  produce  may  safely  go,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  this  honorable  body; 
and,  if  sir,  the  merchants  should  not  be  sufficiently 
on  their  guard,  the  pulse  of  sea  risk,  of  deten- 
tion, aQd^  of  capture,  will  be  safely  felt;  through 
the  medium  of  our  insurance  comfuinies,  they  will 
regulate  the  risk  with  judgment  and  precision.  I 
would,  therefore,  confide  to  them  the  commerce  of 
our  country  in  the  exportation  of  oor  producei 
unshackled  by  an  embargo  law.  ^ 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  review  this  law  and 
its  effects.  In  a  commercial  point  of  view,  it  has 
annihilated  our  trade.  In  an  agrtcmtural  pout 
of  view,  it  has  paralysed  industry.  I  have  heard 
that  the  touch  of  BjCidas  converted  every  thmf  into 
gold;  bat  the  embargo  law,  like  the  head  of  Me- 
dusa, tarns  everything  into  stone.  Our  most  fer- 
tile lands  are  reduced  to  sterility,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spects our  surplus  product.  As  a  measure  of  po- 
iltitfal  economics,  it  will  drive  (if  cootinued)  our 
seamen  into  foreign  employ,  and  our  fisbermea  to 
foreign  sandbanks.  In  a  financial  point  o' J«?'i 
it  has  dried  up  our  revenue,  and  if  continued  will 
close  the  sales  of  western  lands,  and  the  payment 
of  instalments  of  past  sales;  for  unless  produce 
can  be  sold  payments  cannot  be  made.  As  a  war 
measure,  the  ^bargo  has  not  been  advocated. 

It  remaios  then  to  consider  its  effects  as  a  peace 
measure— a  measure  indocing  peace.  I  grant,  sir, 
that  if  the  friends  of  the  embargo,  had  rightly 
calculated  its  effi»ts ;  if  it  had  bnnght  the  bellig- 
erents of  Europe  to  a  sense  of  justice  and  respect 
for  our  rights,  through  the  wealtness  and  depend- 
ence of  Uwir  West  India  possessions,  it  would 
have  been  infinitely  wise  and  desirable,  and  that 
they  voted  for  it  with  such  aoUe  views,  I  have  no 
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doabt.  But,»r,th««xperieDceofnearfooriDonths 
has  DOt  produced  that  effect ;  and  I  have  endearor- 
ed  to  ihowthat  flrom  the  lituatioo  of  oar  eouniry, 
die  manner  in  which  the  law  is  execatedj  the  de- 
mand for  Bubsistenee.  the  consequent  rise  in  price, 
and  the  facilitr  of  rappir,  tbat  the  West  Indies 
(British)  will  be  sopplied. 

If  tbat  be  the  case,  if  such  ^ould  be  the  result, 
then  will  the  embargo  of  alt  measures  be  the  most 
acceptable  to  Britain;  by  oeclu^ng  our  ports, 
you  give-  to  her  ships  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
ocean ;  and  you  gireto  her  deepairiog  We*t  India 
planter  the  monopoly  of  sogar  and  rum  and  coffee 
to  the  European  world.  It  is  in  vain  to  say,  sir, 
(bat  their  produce  will  not  find  its  way  into 
Europe;  surar  and  coffee,  become  necessaries  from 
habit,  will  find  their  way  to  every  portion  of  the 
continent,  in  spite  of  human  regulations:  Haj, 
some  neutral  point  will  be  eonnived  at  to  obtain 
them.  But,  sir,  who  are  we  ?  What  an  we  ?  A 
iwaceable  ajpricDltaral  peojde,  of  simple  and  I 
trust  virtuous  lubits,  of  stout  beans  and  wilHfiff 
minds,  and  a  brave,  powerful,  but  badly  disclptincd 
militia,  unarmed,  and  without  troops ;  and  whom 
are  we  to  come  in  conflict  with?  The  master  of 
eondnental  Europe  in  the  full  career  of  univenal 
domination,  and  the  mistress  of  the  ocean  eon- 
tending  for  self-preservation;  nations  who  feel 
power  and  forget  right.  What  man  can  be  weak 
enough  to  suppose  that  a  sense  of  justice  can  re- 
press or  regUMtethe  conduct  of  Bonaparte?  We 
need  not  resort  to  other  oatious  for  examples. 
Has  he  not  in  a  manner  as  flagrant  as  flagitious, 
directly,  opeuty,  publicly  violated  and  broken  a 
solemn  treaty  entered  into  with  ml  Did  he  not 
stipulate  tbat  onr  ptopmy  should  pass  free  even 
to -enemy  ports,  and  has  he  not  burnt  onr  ships  at 
sea  under  the  most  causelen  prMexta?  Look  to 
Bngland ;  see  her  conduct  to  us ;  do  we  want  any 
further  evidenee-of  what  she  will  do  in  the  hour 
of  impeoding  peril,  than  the  attack  on  Copenha- 
gen t  Tbat  she  prostrates  alt  ri^^ts  tbat  come  in 
collision  with  her  self-preservation?  Strangely 
infatuated  would  she  be,  to  make  our  repealing  the 
emtnrgo  to  depend  on  the  Bets  of  Governments, 
which  will  be  annulled  whenever  their  interest 
or  tbeir  danger  prompt  them.  No,  sir ;  let  os 
pursue  the  steady  line  of  rigid  impartiality;  let 
us  hold  the  scales  of  impartial  neutrality  with  a 
high  and  steady  band,  and  export  our  products  to, 
and  bring  back  snppties  from  all  who  will  trade 
with  us.  Much  or  the  world  is  yet  open  to  us, 
and  let  us  profit  of  the  occantm*  i 

At  present  we  exercise  no  neutral  rigbu ;  we 
have  %uit  the  ocean;  wa  have  abandoned  our. 
rights;  we  have  reUred  to  onr  ahell.  Sooner 
than  thos  continue,  our  merchantmen  should  arm 
to  proteet  legitimate  trade.  Sir,  I  believe  war 
itsnf,  as  we  could  carry  it  on,  would  produce 
.  more  benefit  and  less  cost  than  the  milUoas  lost 
by  the  continuance  of  the  embargo.  Such  are 
my  impressions;  I  differ  with  gentlemen  who 
have  their  country's  good  equally  at  heart,  but  it 
is  from  a  collision  of  opinions  tbat  a  correct  view 
of  onr  situation  will  be  ^eited.  I  have  taken  up 
Ae  aubjeot  with  m  view  to  eonnnee  others  1 1  sin- 


cerely declare  I  am  open  to  conviction  myself 
and  will  hear  with  pleaaUe  any  satisfactory  an* 
swer  that  can  be  givta  to  my  statements  and  my 

reasoning. 

But  supposing  I  am  mistaken;  suppose  asQ»> 
pension  of  the  embargo  wise  and  proper ;  even  If 
It  depends  on  European  contingeacien,  can  it  be 
constitutionally  suspended  in  the  mode  contem- 
plated by  this  resolution? 

I  am  sorry  to  fatigue  the  Committee,  but  I  beg 
their  indulgence,  while  I  examine  if  it  is  Coostiia- 
lional  to  grant  to  the  President  the  power  of  lus- 
pending  a  law. 

A  law  of  the  United  States  to  have  effect  most 
have  the  assent  of  the  three  branches  of  Gorern- 
ment,  the  President,  the  Senate,  and  the  House  of 
ReprescDtatives.  These  three  bodies  emanatefrom 
diflerent  sources,  represent  distinct  and  difieteat 
interests,  and  must  all  concur. 

1.  The  people  of  each  Stategivetheirassentbjr 
their  Representatives. 

2.  The  several  Slates  in  their  sovereign  politi* 
cat  capacities^  assent  by  the  Senators  vrao  repre- 
sent those  sovereignties;  and, 

Lastly,  thff  people  of  the  United  States  by  the 
President  tbeir  representative. 

Each  of  these  distinct  interests,  before  a  bill  can 
legitimately  pass  into  a  law,  must  express  tbeir 
assent ;  this  once  done,  it  becomes  a  law,  sod  it  'a 
a  conceded  position  that  the  power  to  repeals  Uv, 
must  be  the  same  or  co-extensive  with  the  power 
to  make  it.  It  is  said  tbat  this  resolution  only 
grants  the  power  on  certain  specified  ooDtiogeo- 
cies.  But  IS  it  so,  Mr.  Chairman  ?  Can  we  mil- 
understand  the  language  of  the  resolution?  Oa 
the  happening  of  certain  events  the  President  ia 
solelv  to  judge  if  it  is  safe  and  proper  to  suspead 
the  law.  Now  it  is  this  power  proposed  to  be 
given  htm,  of  solely  judging  of  the  propriety  of 
suspending  a  law,  that  i  condemn  ;  Because  we 
transfer  to  him  the  jight  of  judging  whether  s 
law  shall  remain  in  force  or  not,  when  it  is  oar 
duty  to  judge  if  the  same  -ought  to  be  repealed  or 
suspended.  How  can  we  judge  of  evenu  yet  to 
happen,  the  terms  ofwhien  are  unknown  to  ui, 
whether  they  will  afford  proper  grounds  forstis- 
pending  a  law  ?  It  is  impossible.  If  we  are  to 
act  in  this  way,  let  us  say  tbat  when  such  erents 
(designating  them)  happen,  the  law  shall  be  sus- 
pended, and  let  the  President  give  them  publicity 
by  proclamation.  In  this  mode  the  suspeosioa 
takes  place  through  the  Constitutional  Legislatin 
organ. 

1  cannot  believe  that  the  President  in  this  press- 
ing eventful  crisis  wishes  such  an  increased  re- 
sponsibility thrown  on  him.  I  think  we  o^it 
not  to  shrink  from  it ;  but  if  we  do,  I  strennoany 
contend  tbat  we  cannot  give  him  the  power ;  ibtt 
to  suspend  a  law  is  obviously  to  repeal  it,  pro 
feinpore,  at  least.  If  we  possess,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, the  power  of  enabling  the  President  to 
suspend  one  law,  we  have  equal  power  to  enaUe 
him  to  ausjKod  all  laws.  It  is  <»ily  a  matter  of 
discretion  whether  we  will  give  it  to  him  or  not. 
Now  I  vk  geDtieoien,  in  wut  part  of  the  Con- 
nUratifn  is  the  power  gmnted,  wf  whiah  weeiB 
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enable  the  President  to  saspend  all  laws  ?  for  if  we 
baTe  not  tbat  power  granted^  we  cannot  enable 
him  to  suspend  one.  Agaia,  if  we  have  power  to 
enable  him  to  suspend  a  law  for  a  time,  for  one 
month;  we  hare  equal  power  to  enable  him  to 
so^nd  it  for  twelre  months,  forerer ;  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  discretion,  and  where  has  that  discretion 
been  coafided  to  us?  It  is  the  most  anti-repubti- 
can  doetriae  ever  advocated  on  the  floor  of  this 
Honse. 

Tet  farther,  to  nupend  or  repeal  a  law  is  a 
LwislatiTe  act,  and  we  cannot  transfer  the  power 
M  legt^ting  from  onrselres  to  (he  Prerident ;  it 
is  not  a  trantferable  pbwer.  Saeh  an  act  is  a 
flagrant  violatioii  of  the  Coostilntion  in  its  letter, 
object,  aad  spirit;  it  is  tearing  up  the  limits  of 
the  Constitution,  and  cooTerting  its  prescribed 
boonds  into  legislative  discretion.  If  to  suspend 
or  repeal  a  law,  be  a  legislative  act,  as  it  mani- 
festly is,  then,  if  we  are  competent  to  transfer 
ooe  aet  of  Legislation,  we  are  equally  so  to  trans- 
fer all,  and  it  undeniably  follows  tbat  we  have  as 
maeh  right  to  grant  the  President  a  power  to 
make  laws,  as  to  repeal  laws.  Let  it  not  be  said, 
it  is  too  great  an  absurdity  to  suppose  such  a  esse. 
1  resist  the  doctrine  in  limine.  I  say  the  Consti- 
tution never  left  such  a  discretion  to  be  used  by 
us.  If  it  has,  no  distant  dav  determines  our  lib- 
erties, and  legislatures  will  be  found  hereafter 
courtly  and  serTile  enough  to  devolve  the  power 
on  the  President,  and  ease  themselves  of  the  )mx- 
den  of  legislation. 

Every  school-boy  knows  that  Rome,  tm  eztra- 
ovdinarjr  ocearions,  when  assailed  from  without 
or  within,  took  refuse  in  the  arbitrary,  though 
tempoiary  power  of  a  Diotator.  ^lataating 
themselves  to  the  government  of  one  man,  and  no 
longer  conSding  in  themselves,  the  transition  was 
eatsy  to  a  dietatoisbip  for  life.  The  result  need 
not  be  pointed  out,  nor  how  dearly  they  paid  for 
their  first  folly  in  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Domitian. 
I  lay  this  down  as  a  political  truism,  tbat  wheo- 
ever  a  Republic  loses  its  reverence  for  self-gov- 
ernment, and  trusts  (he  power  of  legislation  to 
an  individual,  even  for  one  ant,  it  is  undone;  the 
example  once  set,  leads  to  certain  and  rapid  de- 
struction. I  cannot,  therefore,  consent  that  the 
destinies  of  my  coaotry,  that  its  laws  shall  be 
sospeoded  on  the  will  of  any  iudlTtdual,  however 
pce-«miaeat  in  virtae,  dnnified  in  station,  or 
corered  with  the  mantle  of  pablic  opioion.  The 
more  bis  merit,  the  greater  the  danger.  .  I  must, 
therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  give  my  decided  nega- 
cire  to  the  present  resolution. 

Ur.  Sloax  said  he  had  been  sorry  that  yester- 
day morning  a  debate  had  commenced  on  this 
sobject;  but  he  rose  to  acknowledge  his  mistake, 
for  no  debate  which  he  recolleeted  had  progressed 
so  much  to  his  satisfaction  as  this.  It  nas  given 
an  opportunity  for  the  enemies  of  the  measure  of 
embargo  to  bring  up  all  their  artillery  against  it. 
I  flatter  myseli  tbat  my  friend  from  Marvlaod 
was  reserved  for  the  forlorn  hope,  with  the  heaT- 
iest  artillery  ^  What  has  he  done  ?  He  may  con- 
sider it  paradoxical  in  me  when  I  say  that  be  has 
eoavineed  me  of  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  itj 
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and  all  his  artillery  has  had  no  more  efiecl  thaa 
a  child's  popsun  would  have.  He  bas  fully  con- 
vinced me  that  it  is  an  impenetrable  fortress,  so- 
cemented  together  tbat  it  cannot  be  shaken;  and 
I  flatter  myself  now  that  it  is  in  vain  to  attack  it. 
I  hope  the  friends  of  the  measure  are  convinced 
that  there  is  no  occasion  to  defend  it ;  I  hope  they 
will  consider  themselves  perfectly  at  ease  about  it, 
and  let  its  enemies  play  all  their  artillery  upon  it. 
The  nation  are  united  more  and  more  in  favor  of 
it,  considering  bloodless  arms  more  powerful  than 
the  sword.  I  consider  the  United  States  to  be 
supremely  blest;  that  tbey  are  so  situated  that 
they  can  live  within  themselves;  and  that,  by  the 
bounty  of  Providence,  the  country  abounds  with 
everything  to  make  us  happy.  Is  it  possible  that 
any  persons  are  so  lost  to  the  feelings  of  humanly 
as  not  10  rejoice  at  it  1  Very  numerous,  indeeo^ 
are  the  advocates  of  the  measure;  and  it  givei 
me  pleasure  to  be  surrounded  by  so  many  who 
prefer  peace  and  prosperity  to  war  and  carnage. 
We  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  adhere  to  this  meas- 
ore  until  the  unjust  orders  and  decrees  of  our  ene- 
mies are  revoked.  I  shall  not  detain  the  House 
on  this  subject,  because  it  is  one  which  does  not 
require  much  to  be  said  upon  it.  An  attempt  to 
illuminate  tt  would  be  as  futile  as  an  attempt  to 
add  light  to  the  glorious  laminary  of  Heareu.  Z 
had  almost  trembled  when  my  friend  from  Mary- 
land rose,  Ie»t  he  alniuld  work  some  effect,  and  I 
heard  him  with  great  attention ;  but,  strij^ping  hb 
address  of  the  flowers  of  eloquence,  having  ran- 
sacked the  universe,  travelled  fVom  one  end  of  the 
United  States  to  the  other,  and  given  us  a  geo- 
graphical and  historical  account  of  them,  I  dis- 
covered only  this  solid  argument  in  all  he  said ; 
that  the  constituents  of  some  gentlemen  have 
power  to  evade  the  embargo  law,  while  his  have 
not.  I  hope  the  friends  of  this  wise  and  prudent 
measure  will  consider  that  it  is  seenre,  and  doea 
not  want  further  defence. 

Mr.  RAnnoLPa  opposed  the  resolatlon  at  con- 
siderable length. 

About  five  o'clock  a  motion  was  made  that  the 
Committee  rise,  Mr.  Rakdolph  having  ceased 
speaking  for  that  purpose,  and  carried. 


Tbuudat,  A|iril  14. 
The  Spbakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompany- 
ing a  statement  of  the  pablic  debt  from  the  firat 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
niuety-one,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  tbbu- 
iand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  inclusively;  also, 
the  estimated  amount  of  the  said  debt  on  the  first 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
together  with  the  progress  and  decrease  of  the 
same  during  certain  periods  therein  enumerated, 
prepared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  this 
House  of  the  eighth  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
represeatatires  of  Thomas  Barclay,  deceased,  wki 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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On  motion  of  Mr  Dani.. 'the  Commiitees  of 
the  Whole  House  to  whom  were  referred,  on  the 
eighteenth  of  December,  and  the  nioth  of  Jan- 
uary last,  two  resolutions  proposed  by  him,  rela- 
tire  to  a  provision  for  "regulating  the  conduct  of 
fluch  merchant  vessels  as.  by  agreement  of  the 
respective  owners,  may  sail  Iq  concert  for  mutual 
assistance  and  defence  in  any  lawful  commerce;" 
also,  "that  registered  ships  or  vessels  shall  not 
continue  to  enjoy  the  benefits  and  privileges  of 
abips  or  vessels  of  the  United  Stales,  unless  a 
proportion  of  the  mariners  on  hoard  the  cune 
ahstl  be  citizens  of  the  United  States;"  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof:  and  the 
■aid  resolutions  were  severally  referred  to  Mr. 
Dana,  Mr.  Q,tii  ncy,  Mr.  McCbebby,  Mr.  Mabion, 
and  Mr.  Trouf,  with  instruction  to  report  thereon 
by  way  of  bill,  or  bills. 

Mr.  Clinton  presented  a  memorial  of  Marga- 
ret De  Labigarre,  of  the  City  and  State  of  New 
York,  stating  a  claim  to  a  proportion  of  the  lots 
or  parcels  of  land  called  the  Batture,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  consequence 
of  a  purchase  made  of  the  same  by  her  husband 
some  time  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  three;  and  praying  that  Congress  will 
take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  grant 
such  relief  therein,  as  lo  their  wisdom  and  justice 
shall  seem  meet. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  ultimo,  the  bill  reliDqoishing  the 
riffht  of  the  United  States  to  the  Batture,  in  front 
of  the  suburb  of  St.  Mary's,  and  for  other  par- 
poses. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled "  Au  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  Turner;" 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported without  amendment. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  STAnFORo, 
that  the  bill  be  recommitted  lo  the  Committee  ot 
Claims;  and  the  question  being  put  thereupon,  it 
passed  in  the  negative.  The  bill  was  then  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rbga  of  Tennessee,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution: 

Setohed,  Tliat  the  following  order  be  inMrted  among 
the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House : 

Ordered,  That  a  standing  committee  to  consist  of 
Mventsan  mambera,  (one  from  each  Stste,)  and  to  be 
ttyUA  "  the  Committee  of  the  Post  Office  sad  Post 
Bosds,"  shall  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
take  into  consideration  all  such  matters  and  things 
touching  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  of  the  United 
States  aa  shall  be  presented,  or  shall  or  may  come  in 
question,  and  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House,  and  to 
report  thereon;  and,  also,  to  report  such  alterations 
and  amendments  to  the  laws  conceming  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads  as  may  become  necessary. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act  declaring 
tiie  assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States 
of  Maryland  and  Qeorgia,"  was  read  three  times 
and  paned. 
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Mr.  Clark,  the  Delegate  from  the  Territory 
of  Orleans,  presented  to  the  House  two  resoln- 
lions  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  said  Territory;  the  fint 
requesting  that  a  port  of  entry  on  the  Bayoa 
Teche,  at  or  near  the  Church  oi  Attakapas,  mar 
be  established;  the  second  proposing  an  ameoa* 
ment  to  the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the 
said  Territory,  relative  (o  the  manner  of  filling 
vacancies  in  the  Legislative  Council  thereof. 

The  said  resolutions  were  read :  Whereapoo, 

Ordered,  That  the  first,  which  relates  to  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entry,  be  refemdtoibe 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mantifactores. 

Ordered,  That  the  second  of  the  said  resda- 
tions  be  referred  to  Mr.  Clabk,  Mr.  Biaa,  and 
Mr.  Van  Al-lsn,  with  leave  to  report  theretn  by 
bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Van  CoRTLANnx  presented  to  the  Hdom 
a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  representing  the  exposed  tit- 
ualiOQ  of  the  port  of  New  York,  and  the  nrgeni 
necessity  of  such  appropriations  of  mooeytobe 
made  by  Congress,  as  may  be  fully  adeqaaie  to 
the  protection  of  the  said  port ;  also-,  the  destitute 
condition  of  our  seamen,  and  the  danger  of  their 
migration  to  foreign  countries  for  employmeni, 
in  consequence  of  the  wesent  menacing  suteof 
the  exterior  relations  of  the  United  Slates.— Ra> 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Wh^e  oo  the 
state  of  the  Union.  - 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theHoue 
that,  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  concerhing  Courts  Martial  and  Courts  of  Ib- 
quiry,"  with  several  amendments. 

SUSPENSION  OF  THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  resolution  propostd 
by  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  od  the  eighth  insiaol 
relative  to  a  suspension  of  the  embargo  oa  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Randolph  contiiied  his  remarks  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  D.'  R.  WiLLUHS  felt  that  the  qaeslioB 
which  was  about  to  be  decided  was  one  of  so 
much  importance,  every  member  of  the  Hoose 
mast  be  specially  responsible  for  his  vote  on  ilj 
and,  laboring  under  that  responsibility,  he  fell  it 
a  duty  to  state  some  of  the  reasons  for  the  vote 
he  should  give.  I  shall  vote  a^iost  the  retolo- 
tion,  said  Mr.  W.,  and  in  so  doing  shall  not  be  i&* 
fluenced  by  the  reasons  assigned  by  my  friesd 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Rano^lph,)  nor  by  those  of 
the  gentleman  Irom  Maryland.  When  this  reso- 
lution was  first  presented  to  us,  I  felt  very  mncb 
inclined  to  vote  for  it;  hut  upon  considering ii 
more  maturely  I  cannot.  This  I  regret  exceed- 
ingly, because  I  shall  perhaps  differ  from  a  large 
majority  of  the  friends  to  the  embargo.  Genttt' 
men  themselves  who  advocate  it,  if  all  the  con* 
sequences  which  certainly  attach  to  it  are  delibff- 
at^y  considered,  will  I  hope  give  it  up.  What 
is  the  object  of  the  resolution,  at  rather  of  tbe 
embargo  itself,  for  I  presume  it  is  intended  eithir 
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to  fix  the  day  or  the  cireamsttneei  on  which  it 
shall  be  sospeoded?  [Mr.  Randolph  oburred 
that  while  up*he  had  forgot  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution  so  as  to  declare  it  expe- 
dient to  repeal  the  embargo.]  No,  ttr,  said  Mr. 
■  W.  it  is  not  expedient.  This  amendment  how- 
erer  has  cut  in  upon  me  anexpectedlr;  but  as 
the  debate  has  heretofore  been  a  Kind  of  general 
battle,  paiiaking  of  war,  army,  embargo,  treaty, 
resolution,  and  ameodment, — I  shall  be  in  order 
on  any  point,  it  has  taken  so  wide  a  range. 

The  resolntion,  i8pernicious,andfor  this  reason; 
the  embargo  is  not  designed  to  affect  our  own 
citizens,  though  I  confess  it  operates  hard  on 
timn;  bnt  to  make  an  impression  on  Europe; 
and  bey(md  all  question,  the  firmer  yoa  stand, 
the  more  likely  is  your  measure  to  hare  effect. 
What  is  the  opinion  inferable  from  the  adoption 
of  snoh  a  reseiation  ?  Does  it  not  tell  the  bellig- 
erent Powers  of  Europe  with  whom  you  are  con- 
tending, that  you  are  tired  of  the  emtmrgo;  that 
yoa  are  sick  of  it,  and  will  accept  any  modifica- 
of  their  general  princi'tdes  (I  would  rather  say 
practice,  for  tber  have  no  principle)  so  hostile  to 

J roar  nentral  rigbts,  rather  than  submit  to  it  any 
on^l  I  hope  this  consideration  will  hare 
weight  with  gentlemen,  wbo,  like  myself,  are 
friendly  to  the  embargo,  for  assuredly  it  is  entitled 
to  it.  Besides,  are  gentlemen  aware  of  the  era- 
bamssment  tney  will  not  be  able  to  avoid  in 
framing  a  law  on  such  a  subject?  It  will  be 
scarcely  po&sible  to  define  the  circumstances  on 
whicb  jrott  will  permit  the  sanpension  to  take 
place,  without  incurring  one  of  two  risks;  either 
too  precise  to  admit  ine  President's  acting,  for 
being  a  law  ito  letter  most  be  fulfilled,  or  so  gen- 
eral a«  to  tuTest  him  with  n  discretionary  power 
altogether  inexpedient.  I  cannot  conceive  a  sU- 
nation  more  disagreeable  than  would  be  the  Presi- 
dent's with  such  a  power.  Though  I  subecribe 
to  what  I  consider  the  sound  part  of  the  decla- 
rations of  ihe  gentleman  from  Vii^ioia  (Mr. 
Rardolpb,)  the  other  day,  as  to  the  tendency  this 
Tesolution  will  have  to  throw  a  monstrous  and 
nnnsnal  power  into  the  hands  of  the  President, 

ret  I  do  not  believe  it  unconstitutional^  nor  can 
subscribe  to  the  arguments  of  my  friend  with 
respect  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws  lay- 
ing an  embargo ;  for,  sir,  if  they  prove  anything 
they  prove  quite  too  moch ;  ana  did  I  possess  bnt 
n  moiety  of  the  eloqueoce  and  ability  of  that  gen- 
tleman, I  could  eertainty  confute  tnem.  I  con- 
tend that  the  power  to  lay  an  embargo  is  granted 
in  the  power  '*to  r^nlate  commerce  with  foreign 
nationsj  and  among  the  several  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes,"  If  you  cannot  prohibit  com- 
merce with  a  particular  port  or  nation,  of  what 
avail  is  the  power  to  regulate  it?  The  law  pro- 
Jubiting  all  trade  with  St.  Domingo  is  authorized 
by  the  same  clause  of  the  Constitution,  and  yet  it 
.  never  was  supposed  to  be  unconstitutional.  Will 
it  be  questioned  that  you  can  prohibit  exporta- 
tion from  the  United  states  in  the  vessels  of  any 
particular  nation?  Will  it  be  questioned  that 
Ton  have  a  right  to  exclude  foreigners  from  trad- 
ing with  the  Indian  tiibeq  within  your  jurisdie- 
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tional  limito?  Moat  assuredly  you  have  these 
rights,  and  all  derived  from  the  same  general 
power,  to  regulate  commerce.  The  emlwrgo  is 
not  an  annihilation,  bnia  suspension  of  commerce, 
to  regain  the  advantages  of  which  it  has  been 
robbed;  it  follows  that  it  Is  a  Constitutional  reg- 
ulation of  commerce.  The  gentleman  read  my 
name  among  others  in  the  neeative  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  section  in  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  to  suspend  the  non-importation  law.  I 
will  not  undertake  to  say  what  were  the  reasons 
of  the  gentleman  for  voting  against  that  section, 
but  I  know  that  my  reason  was,  it  vested  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  power  to 
suspend  the  law  at  the  time  when  we  ourselves 
should  be  in  session.  I  thought  then  as  I  do  nowj 
that  it  is  inexpedimt,  under  any  ciKumstaocet, 
to  give  the  President  power  to  suspend  the  ope- 
ration of  a  law  during  the  session  of  Congress. 

I  am  determined  tor  one  to  adhere  to  the  em- 
bargo, and  will  give  ray  reasons  for  it  in  as  few 
words  as  possible.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  oper- 
ation of  ttiis  measure  upon  Great  Britain  is  de- 
monstrable, and  its  pressure  must  be  irresistible. 
In  ordinarv  times  an  embargo  iii  this  country 
could  not  nil  to  produce  distress  in  that  island 
and  its  western  dependencies ;  but  how  much 
more  fearful  and  alarming  must  those  distresses 
be  in  the  present  state  of  the  world  I  The  rnin- 
ous  commercial  relations  of  Europe  generally, 
have  almost  completely  dried  up  the  source  of 
British  revenue  from  that  quarter ;  the  other  chan- 
nels through  wliich  the  wealth  of  the  world  flow- 
ed into  her  coffers  are  now  either  diverted  or  de- 
stroyed. The  ctKifused  relations  of  the  whole 
commercial  world,  pressing  more  seriously  on 
her  Uian  any  other  nation,  because  the  existence 
of  no  other  so  much  depends  on  commerce,  all 
conspire  to  produce  a  crisis,  peculiarly  favorable 
to  our  policy.  The  nature  of  her  imports,  to(^ 
enters  justly  into  the  calculation.  What  are 
they  t  Cotton,  tobacco,  lumber  generally,  wheat, 
flour,  riee,pot  and  pearl  ashes,  tar,  pitch,  flaxseed, 
hemp,  and  hides;  all  of  these  articles  (tobacco 
alone  excepted)  are  necessary  for  their  food  or 
manufactures,  and  for  which  no  substitute  can  be 
found.  We  find  from  the  statements  of  her  im- 
ports and  exports  for  1805,  that  she  imported  (ex- 
clusive of  ioland)from  Europe,  jC13,383,275;  from 
Asi|,  £6,072,I60;from  America, £9,615,161;  and 
from  the  rest  of  the  world,  her  Western  Colonies 
excepted,  £106,996.  That  she  exported  to  En- 
rope  dE21.784,345,  to  Asia  £1,638,600,  to  America 
£18,164,000,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  exclu- 
sive of  her  Western  Colonies,  £1,022,092— of  her 
ex  porta  to  this  country  so  large  a  proportion  as 
£11,207,SM36  are  of  her  own  maoufaeturcs.  The 
aggregate  amount  of  her  exports  to  countries 
from  which  the  power  of  France  has  excluded  her, 
is  £17,310,000,  add  to  this  her  exports  to  the  United 
State$,and  then  say,  what  must  be  the  iuevitable 
deduction  resulting  from  it.  Occluded  from  Eu- 
rope, and  shut  out  from  America,  she  must  lose 
the  profits  resnlting  from  so  many  millions  in 
trade,  which  support  the  monstrous  machinery  of 
her  Qorernment ;  the  nor  any  other  nation,  with 
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raeh  a  load '  of  debt  as  she  now  staggers  onder, 
ean  resist  sach  a  pressure  growing  out  of  so  many 
important  deprivations.  The  drawing  from  Great 
Britain  the  commerce  of  cotton  alone  cannot  fail 
to  produce  an  effect  which  1  hope  the  Ministry 
are  not  mad  enough  to  meet.  The  Newfoundland 
fisheries  are  nearly  at  an  end  for  want  of  market ; 
the  Baltic  and  Turkey  trades  are  almost  extinct ; 
the  Italian,  a  Urge  portion  of  the  MediterraaeaD,, 
the  whole  of  the  Spanish,  French,  Dutch,  Ger- 
man and  Russian  commerce  is  annihilated ;  her 
West  India  planters  almost  ruined,  and  her  man- 
ufaciurers  at  home  discharging  tneir  workmen. 
Such  is  the  dislocated  state  of  Europe  and  the 
relation  of  Great  Britain  with  the  Continenf,  that 
she  is  totally  cut  off.  Where  are  the  stores  of  the 
Baltic  to  come  from  1  Where  is  she  to  find  the 
grains  of  Daotzic  ?  Above  all  how  is  she  to  pro- 
cure hemp  of  Russia  1  No  where  and  in  no  man- 
ner but  m  American  bottoms.  Thus  insulated, 
thus  pressed,  she  will  not  long  resist.  So  much 
for  the  operation  of  the  embargo  upon  the  island 
of  Great  Briuin.  Now  as  to  the  West  Indies. 
The  system  of  her  policy  at  the  corameDcement 
of  the  Revolutionary  war  was  monopolization, 
and  that  which  characterized  the  wisdom  of  that 
system  was  this:  she  confined  (he  consnmpttoo 
of  the  national  family  to  the  products  of  the  fam- 
ily. Now  it  so  happened  that  the  same  system 
which  was  then  wise  and  politic,  became  ruinous 
to  the  British  West  Indies ;  because  the  United 
States  being  separated  from  the  British  Empire, 
and  the  restrictions  remainiDg  the  same,  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  Empire  were  no  longer  adequate  to 
their  supply.  The  politicians  of  the  Sheffield 
school  were  notwithstanding  determined  to  ad- 
here to  the  same  system,  and  the  world  never  can 
forget,  that  in  attempting  to  enforce  that  system, 
fifteen  thousand  persons  died  of  famine  in  Ja- 
maica alone.  In  1788,  the  Ministry,  satisfied  of 
the  necessity,  determined  to  open  an  intercourse 
with  the  United  States  through  British  and  colo- 
nial built  Tessels  duly  navigated,  and  by  statute 
excluded  American  vessels  from  participating  in 
that  intercourse.  This  has  been  the  policy  of 
that  Government  ever  since,  down  lo  the  passage 
of  the  "American  intercourse  bill,"  during  the  ad- 
ministration of  Mr.  Fox.  Has  this  policy  ever 
been  maintained  for  one  entire  year  7  No,  sir. 
Notwithstanding  the  law  of  the  realm,  prohibit- 
ing importations  in  foreign  vessels,  it  has  been 
annually,  I  had  almost  said  regularly,  violated : 
aud  what,  sir,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  these  violations  were  madel  Indisputa- 
bly the  most  perilous  to  Ministers.  The  awful  re- 
spoDsibilty  of  i.un>eadiDg  (he  law  by  their  own  act, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  whole  naTigation  interest 
at  home,  which  they  were  sure  to  provoke,  were 
circumstances  of  fearful  import.  It  was  a  stern, 
stubborn,  uncontrollable  necessity  in  the  West 
Indies,  which  coerced  the  infraction  of  the  stat- 
tite,  and  Parliament  has  never  refused  to  Minis* 
ters  a  bill  of  indemnity.  And  what  does  this 
teach  us?  If  they  were  nnable  to  maintain  this 
policy  when  our  ports  were  open  to  them,  how  is 
It  ponible  to  supply  the  West  Indies  when  they 
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are  occluded?  [hazard  nothing  in  telling  gen- 
tlemen our  lumber  is  as  necessarji^or  thepnfil* 
able  existence  of  the  West  Indies,  as  our  Indian 
corn,  floar,  rice,  and  provisions  generally,  ire 
to  their  actual  being;  and  yet  lumber  is  liiehn 
in  Great  Britain  than  in  her  colonies.  Where 
are  these  articles  to  come  from  ?  Not  from  the 
mother  country,  for  the  average  annual  importa- 
tfoD  of  flour  into  Liverpool  alone,  is  90,000  barrels. 
The  fact  is,  sir,  these  are  no  longer  staples  io  the 
British  Empire,  and  hence  it  is  that  her  colooisl 
system  is  so  repeatedly  relaxed.  Instead  of  supply- 
ing the  West  Indies,  Great  Britain  has  more  tnaa 
once  been  obliged  to  resort  to  a  policy  direcilf 
the  reverse.  She  has  opened  her  ports  and  paia 
you  a  bounty  upon  the  very  articles  necessBiytt 
the  existence  of  the  West  Indies.  From  whence 
then  are  the  West  Indies  to  be  supplied?  Notfrom 
her  North  American  colonies;  that ezpecUlioD 
has  been  long  since  proven  to  be  ftllacioos.  la 
troth,  sir,  from  no  where  but  the  United  Btiiei. 
And  when  she  is  thus  cot  off  from  all  her  re- 
sources, thus  unable  to  feed  her  own  subjects, 
what  must  be  the  inevitable  result?  Shemmt 
yield  that  which  her  own  htmorand  interest  ctlb 
for,  justice  and  reparation  to  our  moderate  claims 
upon  her. 

I  am  a  frieod  to  the  embargo  for  another  rn- 
son  :  its  operation  is  impartial.  Impartial,  be- 
cause all  my  observations  as  to  the  British  Wnt 
Indies  appiv  with  tenfold  force  to  the  Preneli 
and  Spanish  West  Indies.  Her  marine  is  anni- 
hilated ;  not  a  French  merchaotman  can  be 
found  on  the  ocean.  Without  even  a  coasting 
trade,  she  cannot  enjoy  the  commerce  of  her  own 
colonies.  How  then  can  she  supply  her  Weit 
Indies  with  aubaiatenee?  How  can  France  be 
supplied  with  the  product  of  her  West  Indies, 
eonee  and  sugar,or  with  the  product  of  the  Basti 
No  where  but  through  American  bottoms:  tbef 
must  starve  if  you  have  resolution  enough  to  bold 
on  to  the  embargo. 

But  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Kit) 
yesterday,  for  whose  talents  l  have  respect— 1 
mean  no  incivility — proved  that  which  he  cm 
most  indubitably  prove  at  any  time,  that  bei)> 
better  lawyer  tnan  a  politician.  I  cannot  snb- 
Bcribe  to  the  opinion  of  my  friend  from  Virgini* 
(Mr.  Ramdolph,)  that  the  details  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  on  the  subject  were  correct; 
andl  have  endeavored  to  discover  the  dataofhii 
catculatioDs,  and  I  cannot  for  my  soul.  The  gen- 
tleman observed,  speaking  from  a  report  of  hiiih 
authority  before  him.  that  previous  to  the  Revolth 
tion  the  sandlnnk  of  Nantucket  alone  maintained 
five  thousand  men  and  boys,  whose  habitaiioBJ 
were  temporary ;  and  that  these  ampbibioos  ani- 
mals produced  from  the  aea  four  hundred  dolUf 
each.  The  gentleman  says  the  product  of  tke 
sea  for  the  year  1807  is  two  millions,  and  fin 
thousand  men  are  employed  on  this  bank-^^'^i 
they  average  four  hundred  dollars  each.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  must  have  forgotten  that  there  are 
many  fishermen  other  than  those  at  NanlucW* 
I  will  undertake  to  say  that  there  is  no  description 
of  people  in  the  whote  world  that  live  by  Mot 
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that  arcraga  aaeh  a  profit,  Betides,  the  geatle- 
maa  fcngot  to  meotion  bow  large  a  qnantitjr  of 
fiah  taken  by  rtie  British,  is  exported  as  Americao 
fish  by  the  Boston  and  other  merchants.  The 
ealtivation  of  cotton  nerer  yielded  sach  profits, 
and  that  has  been  more  prodoetiTe  than  aoythiog 
I  cYer  heard  of.  Bot  I  am  willing  to  allow  thai 
the  gentleman  is  correct,  that  the  profit  of  each 
fisherman  is  four  hnndred  dollars.  What  does  it 
pfOTe?  That  yoD  bare  been  imposed  upon  in 
granting  them  a  bounty.  But  gentlemen  on  the 
naf  aide  of  the  questWD  are  at  war  with  one 
another ;  for  a  gentleman  who  andentanda  this 
ho^eai  (Kir.  Humor)  prored  to  ns  that  these 
fiahennen  w«re  employed  in  a  rery  unproduettre 
bnaiiicsa— to  Valnable,  and  yet  so  unproductire  ! 
lam  willing  to  grant  all  the  importance  which 
gentlemen  ask  for  to  the  fishing  trade ;  but  as  the 
oeaileima  bat  intimated,  I  am  not  afraid  of  the 
-fitherm^n  moring  off.  In  so  doing,  to  use  a  trite 
prorerb^  they  would  jump  oat  of  the  frying-pan 
into  the  fire.  Yes,  sir,  into  the  fire ;  for  the  New- 
foundland fisheiiesarenot  in  so  good  a  sitoatira  as 
your  own,  the  embargo  to  the  contrary  notwiih- 
atandiDg.  Their  fishery  is  swept  from  the  ocean ; 
all  the  ports  of  Europe  are  shut  against  them. 
But  there  are  other  consequences  attached  to  thix 
aandbank  besides  the  pririlege  of  fishing-,  soine- 
thiog  like  the  btcsriog»  of  freedom.  If  it  be  pos- 
ttUe  that  the  Jsheimen  coold  be  tampered  with 
lo  leave  their  eoaqt^,  I  say  in  Ood^a  name  let 
thra  go. 

[Mr  Ket,  by  way  of  explanation,  here  repealed 
hit  statement  repeating  the  fisheries,  whien  may 
be  found  in  bit  speech,  heretofore  given.] 

Idr.  W.  said  be  was  glad  the  gentlemen  bad 
azplaioed,  and  sorry  be  had  not  done  it  sooner,  as 
he  bad  been  ioTited  so  to  do ;  for  if  he  knew  his 
own  heart  it  would  betbe  last  thing  he  would  wil- 
lingly do,  to  misunderstand  or  misrepresent.  One 
thing  I  do  not  uoderstand.  said  he,  the  gentleman 
told  Bs  that  the  embargo  was  partial,  and  nve  us 
the  inttaoee  of  its  operaiion  upon  the  fisherman 
to  proTc  it.  He  says  the  ocean  is  bis  farm,  and 
the  fish  his  crop.  The  tend  is  my  farm,  sir,  and 
eottott  is  my  crop ;  and  I  stand  at  to  cotton  as  the 
fisherman  to  his  fish.  We  are  all  Uoekaded,  sir, 
awl  ftthermea  no  worse  off  than  others.  We  are 
•dmittad  to  eultivaie  our  Arms,  to  bring  our  pro- 
duce to  the  national  market,  bat  not  to  tnfikr  our 
eoenaiea  toeat  of  it.  Bat  the  gentleman  took  this 
diaiinetioD,  and  really  it  is  remarkably  strange  to 
hm,  that  the  embargo  is  peculiarly  hard  npon  the 
fiihcrDieo,  because,  forsooth,  their  fish  will  not 
keep.  I  much  doubt  whether  it  baa  been  a  week 
,  liaee  the  gentleman  hhnself  eat  codfish ;  it  is  not 
three  days  since  I  did.  It  is  kept  and  can  be  kept, 
air.  How  could  they  get  it  in  Europe  if  ft  was 
not  kept?  All  the  Catholics  at  this  particular 
time  (l^t)  are  liring  on  it.  It  cannot  but  be 
pretenred  if  they  will  take  care  of  it.  It  is  really 
strange  that  gentleman  who  see  fish  every  day — 
in  Massachusetts  it  is  the  standing  dish  oi  Satur- 
day.the  whole  year  round — will  yet  say  that  it 
win  not  keep. 

If  the  law  ia  partial,  amend  it:  and  I  will  here 
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do  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  the  justice  to 
say,  that  upon  another  occasion  he  made  use  of 
thn  ailment  as  a  reason  for  cutting  off  the  ex^ 
portation  by  land.  If  the  law  be  partial,  it  will 
not  operate  as  a  reason  for  repealfng,  whatever  it 
may  do  for  amending  it.  The  gentleman  was  pe> 
ooliarly  unfortunate  in  supposing  that  the  West 
Indies  may  be  supplied  by  the  British  northern 
Provinces,  because,  as  he  says  the  line  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  Provinces  on  land 
is  artificial.  Granted— and  was  there  ever  any 
more  obttruotion  to  the  exportation  of  your  pro- 
ducuthroughthatqaanerwoen  Jamaica  was  starv- 
ed than  there  is  now  1  No,  sir.  Unfortunately  for 
the  gen  tleman'sargumeot,  be  hit  upon  naval  storesi 
tar,  and  torpeotine,  as  the  products  she  is  to  get 
by  land  transportation .  Certainly  these  are  not 
the  staple  commodities  of  Vermont.  No  naval 
stores  can  Oreat  Britain  get.  but  from  us  and 
from  the  Baltic ;  sbe  never  diq  get  any  anywhere 
else,  and  if  you  keep  on  the  embargo,  the  wdl 
;  neither  get  them  here  nor  there. 

The  gentleman  has  objected  to  the  measure  of 
.the  embargo,  because  it  operates  upon  the  belUg- 
erents,  who  are  dishonorable  and  ftithless  m 
their  proceed ings,  and  may  recede  but  ta  involve 
us  the  deeper.  This  cuts  op  tbe  treaty-making 
power  by  tbe  roots.  If  you  are  not  to  depend  upon 
promises,  why  talk  about  them?  Why  form  a 
treaty,  or  why  publish  thitcorrespondence  between 
oar  Ministert  tfaroagh  the  world,  if  no  faith  ia  to 
be  fdaced  in  them?  Whether  you  have  war  or 
embargo  you  mast  ultimately  resort  to  promises 
and  parchment  obligations. 

i  understand  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Kbt)  also  to  say  that  ibirty-eigbt  millions 
of  oar  produce  are  as  free  of  exportation  as  they 
ever  have  been  at  any  time  for  the  last  ten  years. 
If  I  did  not  understand  tbe  gentleman  correctly,  I 
hope  he  will  correct  me.  It  does  realty  astonish 
me  that  a  gentleman  of  his  understanding,  for  I 
allow  it  to  infinitely  superior  to  my  own,  should 
hazard  a  declaration  of  this  sort.  If  this  is  a  fact 
you  have  been  in  an  error  from  the  time  of  your 
coming  here.  We  raise  for  exportation  forty-eight 
millioBt,  and  of  these  the  gentleman  says  that 
thirty-eight  are  free  as  they  hare  been  for  the  last 
ten  years.  The  embargo  ia  wrong,  and  we  are 
in  the  dark  if  this  be  the  fitet.  But  I  ondertake  to 
say  that  not  a  single  dollar  of  American  produce 
is  free  from  tbe  operation  of  European  prohibi- 
tiona.  We  differ  on  this  subject,  and  it  is  not  extra- 
ordinary; for  it  is  recorded  thaf'witb  difficulty 
*  do  we  procure  the  things  that  are  upon  the  earth, 
'  and  with  much  labor  do  we  find  ont  those  that  are 
'  before  us."  Iholdinmyhand,tbatwhich  is  said  to 
be  the  observations  which  dropped  from  theChan- 
celltK*  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  British  Parliament. 
This  was  to  prove  that  the  Ministry  were  willing 
to  accept  of  a  commutation  of  duty,  which  should 
operaie  as  a  total  prohibition,  and  m  lieu  of  a  doty 
on  exportation ;  that  the  Ministry  were  willing  to 
modify  tbe  British  Orders  of  Council,  so  that  cot- 
ton should  not  be  exported  from  the  coaotrv,  in- 
stead ofpenoitting  it  to  be  exported  by  paying  a 
doty.  The  Chaaeellor  of  the  Exchequer  said 
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this,  or  it  is  said  for  bira.  Yet  it  is  cause  of  do 
complaint  to  you,  that  she  puts  you  io  the  same 
situation  as  when  these  States  were  her  colonies ; 
gentlemen  hare  no  objection  to  thu  arffament, 
and  your  prodace  is  as  free  from  the  emtMrrass- 
ment  as  it  has  been  for  ten  years  past  1  It  is  one 
of  the  blindest  pieces  of  folly  that  erer  any  nation 
.attempted ;  and  the  effect  will  be  directly  opposite 
to  what  the  British  Ministry  aim  at.   The  entre- 

eftt  for  cotton  will  not  now  be  London  but  Ham- 
urg,  or  some  other  port  where  no  export  duty  is 
paid.  Why  ?  Because  the  moment  there  is  one 
pound  more  of  cotton  in  England  than  is  neces- 
sary for  home  consumption,  the  price  will  fall,  and 
Qreat  Briula  wilt  have  diverted  the  commerce 
of  this  country  to  another  channel.  What  says 
Mr.  Erdcine?  That  all  your  oommerce  must  go 
through  the  ports  of  Britain.  Is  it  possible  that 
any  gentleman  can  consider  this  as  no  restriction  ? 
The  amount  of  your  exports  to  Great  Britain 
alone  has  been  twenty-eight  millions ;  and  now 
not  only  that,  but  alt  products  which  yon  send  to 
other  GoTemments,  completely  independent  as 
yoa  are  of  her,  most  all  centre  there—and  why  1 
That  they  may  eontribnte  to  the  support  of  the 
Brituh  war;  and  yet  we  are  to  be  told  that  this 
is  no  restriction  on  lu.-— [Mr.  Kbt  explained  that 
neither  Mr.  Erskine's  note  nor  the  British  Orders 
of  Council  had  influence  on  our  commerce,  except 
to  such  States  as  are  under  the  control  oi  Napo- 
leon; and  do  not  relate  to  our  commerce  either 
with  the  East  or  West  Indies.] — Mr.  W.  contin- 
ued: I  did  state,  sir,  when  I  began  to  comment 
on  this  part,  of  the  gentleman's  argument,  and  he 
aasenteo  to  mj  statement,  that  he  had  said  that 
thirtyreight  millions  were  as  free  of  exportation 
as  tbev  had  been  for  ten  years  past.  The  gentle- 
man nas  now-  uain  risen  to  explain,  and  what 
does  he  tell  yon  f  That  they  are  free  from  Brit- 
ish orders.  Does  the  embargo  act  only  on  Brit- 
ish orders^r  do  British  orders  aStet  only  what 
is  sent  to  French  ports?  Is  there  a  si ^le  port 
axempt  from  the  French  decrees,  sir?  What  be- 
came of  them  in  the  gentleman's  arithmetical 
calculations  of  prc&t  and  loss  7  What  iadoced 
you  to  lay  the  embargo?  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  told  you  that  jron  had  no  official  in- 
formation relatiretotbeBritish  Ordersin  Council; 
but  they  were  laid  in  consequence  of  the  French 
decrees,  and  every  one  was  open  to  the  operation  of 
those  decrees.  I  will  admit  to  the  gentleman,  that 
in  kind  indulgence  to  us,  Qreat  Britain  has  allow- 
ed us  to  go  to  the  French  West  Indies.  What 
comes  next,  sir ;  we  most  carry  the  goods  we  take 
from  thence  to  British  ports,  there  to  par  the 
export  duties,  there  to  swell  the  coffers  of  Qreat 
Britain. 

[Mr.  RaMDOLPH  asked  his  friend  to  give  him 
leave  to  explain,  for  he  was  almost  the  only 
one  whom  be  would  take  the  liberty  to  interrupt. 
His  idea  in  raising  the  embargo,  and  he  wished 
it  to  be  clearly  sounderstood,  was  no)  with  any  idea 
of  submitting  to  the  Orders  of  Council  or  the 
French  decrees.  He  would  sooOer  see  every  ar- 
ticle of  produce  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea.  He  had 
no  idea  of  submitting  to  these  new  regulationi. 
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But  be  did  not  think  that  the  embargo  was  calcu- 
lated to  remove  the  evil.  We  both  wirh  to  reiiit, 
said  Mr.  R.,  he  by  the  embargo,  aad  I  by  another 
method.  Hewi8hes(pardonmethevulgaTexpTci- 
sion)  to  care  the  corns  by  cutting  off  the  toes.] 

Mr.  WibUAHs. — I  will  cut  off  the  toes,  wa, 
and  head  too,  and  pttish  vith  the  whole  natioB 
rather  than  succumb..  * 

[Mr.  Randolph.— I  too  weald  resist  to  the  lut 
man  and  shilling  in  the  coantry,  these  OrimA^ 
Council.] 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  not  the  remotest  posuble 
allusion  to  his  friend  (Mr.  Randolpb;)  he  bad 
been  commenting  on  the  anruments  of  the  geode- 
man  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Ksr,)  which  went  for 
ther  than  was  correct,  even  to  succumbing  to 
the  British,  and  this  was  what  be  was  driringai. 
Is  there  a  gentleman  in  the  House,  said  Mr.  W., 
willing  to  tell  the  nation  that  thejr  woald  even 
accept  of  the  gentleman's  thirty>eight  miltiou 
and  the  Orders  of  OcHiaeilj  and  trade  with  tli« 
together?  The  times  are  critical;  they  are  po' 
ilous;-and  Iwould  do  everything  which  shaUtcnd 
to  promote  nnanimity.  I  say  nothing  against  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland — I  mean  hisargunean 
and  not  the  man.  I  "believe  he  has  as  much  pat- 
riotism as  any  man ;  bnt  I  beliere  his  a^nmnti 
not  only  are  disgracefol  to  the  national  couacili, 
btit  that  they  are  not  American.  What,  sir! 
Succumb  to  Great  Britain,  kiss  the  hem  of  her 
garment,  and  let  her  direct  your  trade  wbereike 

S leases,  under  penalty  of  being  liable  to  seizore  if 
er  vessels  come  across  it!  Heaven  forbid  it! 
And  yet  yoa  hare  docnments  on  your  table  to 
prove  that  it  is  liable  to  seizure  if  contraTeoiac 
oer  orders.  It  has  been  properly  observed  that 
the  whole  European  world  ia  merged  in  two 
great  Powers,  ana  each  desires  to  ineorpocate  w 
with  them — and  where  can  we  go  is  saiieiy} 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  says,  to  the  East 
Indies.  They  are  as  nothing,  sir;  they  cannot  be 
taken  into  the  scale.  I  do  not  Bpc«k  as  inflneaced 
bv  the  motives  which  would  actoate  a  w\m 
planter,  although  I  am  one.  I  nerer  would  cod- 
'sent  to  plant  another  seed,  so  help  me  God,  nsdet 
so  vile  a  system.  The  nation  will  have  no  char- 
acter— it  Will  be  degraded  if  we  submit  to  thit- 
France  tells  you  that  the  Treatv  of  Pilnitz  wl^ 
rants  the  seizing  of  the  Duke  d'Enghein  in  <w 
forest,  and  executing  bim  in  the  next ;  and  Britaio 
says  that  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit  warrants  ber  in 
ting  Copenhagen  in  flames.  The  prineipU  imT 
have  pursued  in  the  course  of  their  diaereMai 
with  yoa  is  thus  exeused.  Yon  hare  ao  pnKi- 
ple  to  rely  upon  but  the  Uw  of  natioaa,  and  that 
It  is  which  restrains  the  armed  reaseU  of  a  friw 
from  assailing  those  of  an  enemy  within  y(W 
own  waters;  and  these  they  hare  wantonly  no* 
lated.   It  is  time  to  make  a  stand. 

This  embargo  we  are  told  is  oppressive,  u* 
deed !  Is  the  nation  so  overloaded  with  mia«f 
that  we  have  not  one  ray  of  hope,  as  the  S*"*'!^ 
man  from  New  York  (Mr.  Mastbes)  has  toW 
you?  Not  one  gleam  of  hope  of  success?  It)| 
oppreuhre,  sir;  it  is  hard  I  will  admit  iu  Batt 
will  lay  that  our  merehanta  must  either  sunBit 
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to  the  practice  of  taking  oat  a  British  license, 
which  to  the  eteroal  disgrace  of  those  who  prac- 
tise it  has  heen  done,  or  stay  at  home  without  an 
embargo.  Is  the  oppression  so  great  that  the 
whole  nation  rises  up  against  it?  Have  you  a 
petition  on  the  subject  (and  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  not  backward  to  petition  against 
grieTanees)  but  from  fishermen?  Hare  you  any 
OM  to  repeal  the  embargo  7  These  petitions  from 
the  fishermen  are  welt  understood  to  be  the  result 
of  a  deliberate  electioneeriog  plan.  When  there 
are  no  cries  elsewhere,  not  much  misery  has  yet 
been  felt.  I  cannot  beliere  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  so  destitute  of  attachment  to 
the  liberties  of  their  country  as  not  to  ackoowl- 
edee  the  justice  of  the  measure.  In  the  election 
at  MarUebead,  in  Massachusetts,  lately,  not  with- 
standing the  poor  fish  won't  keep,  there  was  a  Re- 

nblieao  majority  of  fourteen  to  one,  or  tberea- 
nta — a  monstrous,  majority — I  do  not  precisely 
know  how  great.  If  the  people  in  Masachussetts 
do  not  cry  out  under  this  thing,  they  will  do  it  no 
when  I  for  no  pains  hare  been  taken  anywhere  so 
mmh  as  in  Massiehusettt  to  eante  misehief-Hi 
esfw  upon  the  ooasoieoees  of  those  who  hare. 
4om  it,  and  be  nnto  them  to  answer  for  it.  It 
haa  fciled,  air.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  too  much  patriotism  to  murmur,  and  wisdom 
Monsh  to  see  the  interests  of  the  nation  in  adopt- 
ing this  measure  rather  than  war.  I  am  desirous 
to  maintain  our  situation ;  I  will  not  succumb;  I 
will  resist  if  but  one  man  be  left  to  support  me; 
and  if  reduced  to  the  last  extremity,  we  can  dig 
oar  own  graves  and  die  together. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Cahpbbll  said,  it  was  with  consid- 
csaUe  diffidence  he  offered  himself  to  the  House 
on-any  occasion  at  any  time,  and  his  reluctance 
to  do  eo  had  been  much  increased  by  indisposi- 
tion, with  which  he  had  been  afiected  and  much 
dcbilitMed  during  the  whole  of  the  present  ses- 
noo.  Bat  upon  this  question,  whieh  he  himself 
eowideied  highly  important,  and  which  had  been 
so  omiidOTedDy  others,  and  respeeiing  which,  in 
hia  opiniea,  many  misrepresentations  had  been 
nnde^  he  felt  it  a  duty  be  owed  to  his  country  and 
to  himself,  to  lay  before  the  House  some  of  those 
nMOD»  that  induced  him  to  introduce  the  mea»> 
w«  and  which  still  eonrineed  him  tbat  it  ought  to 
b«  adopted.  With  r^rd  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gendemaa  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Rahiwlpb)  re- 
specting a  profession  in  this  oountry<which  it  has 
beeome  very  fashionable  with  certain  characters 
to  asperse,  said  Mr.  C,  I  shall  say  very  little.  1 
shall  not  de^n  to  eater  into  a  Tiodicalion  of  those 
irtio  compose  it,  against  general  and  vague  ss- 
]>cni«u,  whicb  scarcely  seemed  to  have  any 
trtgeot  bat  to  give  a  loose  to  a  vein  of  invective, 
aad  ean  have  no  other  effect  than  to  produce  irri- 
tntioii,  and  evince  the  temper  and  disposition  of 
tlMs0  who  otter  them.  I  do  not  eappcwe  the  gen- 
tlemaa  auant  any  of  them  to  apply  to  me,  not 
haviog  spo^  on  the  snbjeet  since  he  did^  if  he 
had  so  intended  them,  he  would,  I  presume,  have 
expressly  said  so,  as  every  candid  man  ought  to 
do.  U,  Aowever,  he  did,  I  wish  him  now  to  avow 
iL  If  not  then  appliea  to  me,  I  am  willing  to 
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leave  it  to  the  House  and  the  oation  to  determine 
the  liberality  of  such  an  attack  on  a  whole  pro- 
fession, and  to  judge  whether  such  conduct  be 
consistent  with  the  exalted  character  of  a  Repre- 
sentative, or  the  decorum  tbat  ought  to  prevail  on 
(his  floor.  If  I  had  supposed  that  any  allusion 
was  intended  to  be  made  to  me  in  those  remarks, 
I  would  have  said  that  they  were  so  for  unauthor- 
ized and  totally  unfounded  in  fact.  Farther,  sir, 
if  any  iosiuoation  was  intended,  that  I.  as  one  of 
that  profession,  am  in  the  habit  of  acting  in  this 
House  under  the  expectation  of  any  other  reward 
than  the  approbation  of  my  own  conscience  and 
the  good  of  my  country,  or  otherwise  than  as  my 
judgment  induces  me  to  believe  is  correct,  I  pro- 
nounce it  a  groundless  and  slanderous  assertion. 
I  have  no  interest  in  coming  here  but  the  good  of 
my  country,  and  bo  indacemcQt  but  a  d^ire  to 
perform  those  duties  in  society,  which  have  been 
assigned  me  by  my  fellow-eitizens,  whom  t  bare 
the  honor  to  represent.  I  bare,  therefore,  thought 
proper  to  resist  any  illiberal  insinuations  that  mar 
have  been  made,  so  far  as  they  can  be  construed 
to  apply  to  me. 

I  will  now,  said  Mr.  C,  return  to  the  subjeet 
before  the  Honse.  The  gentleman  last  up,  (Mr. 
D.  R.  Williams,)  has  rendered  it  unnecessary  for 
me  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  a  pert  of  this 
subject,  which  mi^ht  otherwise  hare  claimed 
more  inrticular  notice.  With  tbat  gentleman  I 
agree,  in  almost  everything  he  has  said,  except  as 
to  the  effect  which  this  resolution  would  hare 
upon  foreign  nations.  If  I  had  supposed  tbat  this 
measure  held  out  to  foreign  Powers  the  slightest 
pretext  for  beliering  that  we  are  so  tired  of  the 
embargo  as  to  be  induced  to  repeal  it,  under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  except  such  as  are  con- 
sistent with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation, 
I  would  be  the  last  man  to  propose  it  to  this 
Honse.  But  under  a  conviction  that  this  resolu- 
tion can  have  no  sach  effect,  that  it  holds  to  for* 
eign  Powen  a  kinguage  directly  opposite  to  this, 
and  that  they  will  see  in  it  the  only  objeet  wbieh 
its  supporters  can  be  fhirlv  supposed  to  hav^  to 
pat  it  ID  Uie  power  of  the  Executive  to  remove  a 
pressure,  as  soon  as  eiieomstances  will  render  It 
proper,  which  is  acknowle^ed  to  bear  hard  on 
the  American  people,  and  must  continue  so  to  do, 
so  long  as  the  causes  that  produce  it  remain  un- 
changed, I  have  brought  it  oefore  the  House,  and 
under  this  impression  alone  am  I  disposed  to  sup- 
port it  So  »r,  sir,  from  thinking  that  it  will 
induce  foreign  nations  to  believe  we  are  disposed 
to  remove  the  embargo,  before  the  causes  that 
produced  it  are  first  withdrawn,  I  am  dearly  of 
opinion  that  this  resolution  will  convince  them 
that  we  are  determined  the  embargo  law*  never 
shall  be  repealed,  nntii  they  revoke  their  orders 
and  decrees,  or  until  ve  shall  have  - determined 
to  appeal  to  war,  the  last  resort  of  an  injured  na^ 
lion.  They  will  see,  in  this  measure,  what  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  true  principle  that  oojght  to  direct 
oar  eondnet — a  firm  determination  to  petsercra 
in  the  embargo  until  they  are  brought  to  a  sense 
of  justice,  or  until  that  crisis  in  our  a£bin  has 
arrived,  that  will  nuke  it  oar  intecest  and  oor 
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duty  to-Kwri  to  arms  in  Tiodioatioii  of  thoi>e 
rights  which  bare  been  so  grossly  violated — aod 
then  the  embargo  may  oot  be  necessary.  War 
aod  ao  embargo  at  the  same  time  are  seldom  sup- 
posed to  be  nec«sarf  i  bd  embargo  frequeotly 
precedes  war,  but  scarcely  erer  accompaoies  it. 
These  remarks  ate  made,  because  so  many  mis- 
representations bare  gone  abroad  with  respect  to 
the  objects,  the  efieots,  and  probable  duration  of 
the  embargo,  and  the  views  of  those  who  imposed 
it.  Some  considered  its  o|)eratioDs  directed  against 
one  nation  alone,  to  wit,  Great  Britain ;  while 
others  of  the  same  party  deelared  it  could  do  that 
Power  BO  ii^Dry.  The  first  oC  these  positions  is 
not  founded  on  any  facts  to  support  it,  the  laws 
impoaing  the  embargo  beiag  general  in  their  ope- 
ration ;  and  the  reault.  as  far  as  we  can  judge  from 
the  best  information  tnat  has  yet  reached  us  from 
that  nation,  proves  the  latter  to  be  totally  iDC0r> 
reet.  Some  pretended  to  state  it  as  a  measure 
that  was  to  be  permanent,  and  forever  unaltera- 
Uc,  and  on  that  ground  opposed  it ;  while  others 
oa  the  same  side  pronounced  it  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient, a  mere  chimerical  experiment,  that  was 
not  designed  to  be  persevered  in  for  any  time,  aod 
therefore  declared  it  useless,  and  likely  to  produce 
no  good.  In  ans^i^r  to  such  contradictory  objec- 
tieos,  it  would  seem  almost  unnecessary  to  say 
anything.  The  one  would  appear  to  destroy  the 
other.  Those  who  nuade  them  have  bern  equally 
ineomct  in  stating  the  viewa  of  thoee  who  im- 
posed the  onbar^,  as  they  hare  been  unfortunate 
■nd  inconsistent  id  the  grounds  upon  which  they 
luire  opposed  it.  No  one  could  reasonably  sop* 
pose  the  embargo  was  intended  to  remain  forever, 
to  be  a  permanent,  unalterable  measure,  or4o  con- 
tinue longer  than  the  existence  of  the  causes  that 
produced  it.  Neither  ought  it  to  besoppoaed  that 
It  would  be  removed  during  the  existence  of  those 
cauaes,  unless  some  alternative  was  resorted  to  in 
its  place.  These  representations,  or  rather  mi»- 
representation8.are  therefore  futile,  not  founded  in 
fact,  and  calculated  only  to  deceive  and  mislead 
the  puUie  mind. 

The  objects  of  the  embargo  have  already  been  < 
slated  to  you.  These  were,  among  others,  to  take 
a  stand  previous  to  an  expected  war,  to  prepare' 
the  natioa  to  meet  it  j  to  eoUeet  and  preserve  at 
home  oar  reaoureaa  and  our  aeumen,  &ont  being 
oftptUKd  by  fofei|p  Powers ;  to  preduee  ■  presa- 
Wtt  on  those  foreii^  Powers,  that  mij^t  make 
then  sensible  of  the  advaouges  they  derived 
from  our  trade,  and,  by  making  them  feel  the 
want  of  it,  bring  them  to  a  just  Mtimate  of  their 
own  interests, and  a  sense  of  justice  toward  us; 
and  also  to  pause  for  a  shcH-t  tine  in  order  to 
determina  what  system  we  ought  to  pursue. 
These  were,  it  is  believed,  the  principal  objects  of 
the  embargo.  The  time  has. not  yet  arrived  that 
puts  it  in  the  power  of  this  nation  decisively  to 
determine  with  which  of  the  belligerent  Powers 
we  must  go  to  war,  if,  indeed,  it  be  necessary  to 
go  to  war  with  either.  The  conduct  of  those 
Powers  has  not  been  such  as  to  induce  us  to  eou- 
judcr  eitlier  the  one  or  the  other  friendly  disposed 
toward  ue—and  U  night  te  hazarding  too  much 
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to  go  to  war  with  both  at  the  same  time.  It  it 
not,  therefore,  the  proper  timci  either  on  ikt 
ground  of  peace  or  on  that  of  war,  to  remove  tha 
embargo,  as  has  been  insisted  upon  by  those  who 
have  been  opposed  to  the  measure.  But  it  hu 
been  contended  by  some  who  are  friendly  to  tha 
embargo,  that  the  resolution  before  you  holds  o«t 
to  the  b^ligereot  Powers  a  ground  for  beUefiag 
that  we  will  repeal  the  eiooargo  laws,  without 
any  change  being  first  made  in  their  measnnt 
relative  to  our  commerce.  I  am  unaUe  to  set 
anything  in  the  rcaolulion  that  justifies  soeh  u 
opinion,  or  that  piesents  to  thoae  Powers  uf 
prospect  of  their  removing  the  embargo,  ontd 
they  revoke  their  orders  and  deerecs,  or  ehaaga 
them  in  such  a  manner  as  to  renderoiireoiBaieree 
safe.  What  does  the  resotntiou  say  to  the  bellif- 
erent  Powers?  Is  not  jts  language  clear  udtti' 
plicit?  It  says  to  them  you  must  act  first,  beTore 
the  embargo  shall  be  removed.  The  Council  <^ 
the  Nation  have  solemnly  so  determined ;  j<m 
orders  and  decrees  have  produced  the  cmbtrgo^ 
and  it  shall  continue  antil  jrou  withdraw  than. 
It  is  announcing  to  those  nations  in  the  &troQjptt 
language  in  our  power  that  we  are  detamiiied 
not  to  shrink  from  the  ground  we  hare  lakea; 
that  we  will  not  reliaquiBh  the  measures  we  htie 
adopted,  until  they  first  withdraw  their  meauncs 
so  destructive  to  our  commerce,  and  then  theoa- 
bargo  shall  be  removed — then  the  comBCitial 
world  will  be  uoshaeUe^  nnd  trade  restsnd  u 
its  usual  channels,  to  ita  full  liberty.  This  no- 
lution  will  turn  tu  eyes  of  the  Ameriean  people 
to  the  real  source  of  their  present  diffienftiit- 
the  conduct  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  in  puMg 
their  orders  and  decrees,  by  which  ihey  ban 
bound  in.' chains  or  rather  aiuihilated  the  con* 
raerce  of  the  civilized  world  ;  in  these  they  will 
see  the  true  cause  of  the  embargo,  the  retsio* 
that  render  it  essentially  necessary  to  save  om 
trade  from  certain  ruin;  and  to  these  they  mnt 
look  to  unbind  the  chains  and  permit  trade  to  T^ 
turn  to  its  usual  channels,  and  pursue  its  naianl 
course.  On  these  grounds,  and  with  this  ricV| 
this  measure  was  Drought  forward,  and  is  aov 
supported  by  me. 

I  wilt  now,  said  Mr.  C,  notice  some  objeelioM 
made  to  this  resolution  by.difierentgentlaneit^M 
the  ground  of  its  unconstitutionality,  in  vetttal 
in  thePrcsidenc  legislative  powers.  I  begkan 
here  to  state,  what  1  believe  my  oonduet  baoota 
evinced  on  thia  fioor,  that  lam  as  uawilling  ■> 
any  member  in  the  Hoos^  to  vest  unqiMliftH 
powen  in  any  one  man,  or  in  any  officer  of  Qor* 
ernment  I  consider  it,  in  general,  impolitic  ana 
dangeroua  to  do  aa  The  powers  appn^riatsd  to 
one  <tepartmeot  of  Qoveroment  ot^ht  not  to  be 
vested  in  or  exercised  by  another  du)artinfBt. 
This  principle  ought  to  be  respected  and  preserv- 
ed as  sacred  as  poaitible ;  but  theresolntion  befort 
you,  whea  fairly  understood,  will  not  contra»«« 
or  affect  this  principle.  Let  us  examine  it,  strip- 
ped of  the  misconstructions  which  have  ben 
given  it.  You  are  told  by  the  gentleman  fren 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoou'b,)  that  it  goes  to  veit 
in  the  President  a  power  to  revoke  repeat,  and 
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eren  make  laws  I  I  anderaiood  the  geotlemaD  to 
■ay  aoi  if  be  did  DOt,  he  will  correct  the  state- 
meDL  Taking  this,  tbeo,  as  in  substance  the 
Uo^riM^e  and  meanioff  of  the  geotleraan,  it  is  to 
be  inquired  how  far  tne  resoloiioa  itself  justifies 
MKh  a  statement,  or  where  he  finds  the  premises 
to  support  saeh  anrament.  Lock  at  the  resola- 
tioD,  and  you  wilt  find  in  it  no  such  power  trans- 
fored  to  the  Exeeotire.  By  passiogit  wedonot 
cnpowcr  ifae  PreBideot  to  make,  revoke,  or  repeal 
hwa ;  we  only  anthorize  him  to  suspend,  for  a 
limiled  time,  their  openttion  on  the  occurrence  of 
certain  erenu  therein  ipeei6ed  and  described. 
Pethaps  seme  goitlemra  may  call  this  legal  re- 
fittgnnent,  or  nice  leebnieal  distinction,  too  minute 
for  those  expanded  minds  that  wish  to  range  at 
lai^e  in  the  Doondless  fields  of  fancy,  to  attend  to; 
bat  so  long  aa  those  distinctions  have  a  tendency 
to  promote  a  correct  understanding  of  the  subject, 
they  will  be  regarded  and  fairly  examined  by  eve- 
ry man  of  sense  in  the  nation,  who  is  sertously 
desirous  of  seeing  measures  as  they  really  are, 
mod  not  of  viewing  them  ib  that  distorted  aod 
disfigured  form  in  which  they  ate  often  presented 
lathe  publie> 

The  uu»her«iit  and  loose-eoBatmcted  mind,  (if 
the  pbnse  may  be  pardoned,)  unaceustomed  to, 
and  (^ten  incapable  of,  a  close,  correct,  and  analyt- 
ical investie^tion  of  a  subject,  is  alone  averse  to, 
because  it  either  fears  to  meet  or  cannot  compre- 
faend  the  result  of  such  investigation.  But  the 
<^iaioiis  of  snch  men  are  generally  as  light  and 
noaabauntial  as  their  show  of  reasoning,  aod  the 
forma*  have  as  little  weight  with  men  of  real 
jodgmeni  as  the  latter.  To  proceed  with  the  sub- 
jeet  before jroa.  sir ;  there  is  a  material  and  sub- 
stMttal  difference  between  a  power  to  make,  re- 
Tolw,  or  repeal  a  law,  and  a  power,  on  the  occoi^ 
rcBce  of  certaiB  specified  events,  to  suspend,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  operation  of  suca  law.  Tbeevents 
which  are  to  happen  previous  to  such  stispensioa, 
are  stated  and  described  in  the  resolution,  and  are 
to  be  »o  dcKribed  io  the  law  giving  the  power  in 
«esciaii— vnltlthose events  occur,  the  power  traas- 
KriedeaBnotbeexeeiUed.  When  theydooccor,  the 
Pniidcnt  b  to  execute  this  law,  as  he  does  other 
lawa.  This  distinction  cannot  well  be  mistaken ; 
it  im  clear  and  perceivable  to  every  man  who  will 
eaaaine  it  for  himself.  But,  to  pursue  the  inves- 
tigation (tf  this  resolation  somewhat  further,  let 
na  inquire  what  events  are  to  take  place  before  the 
Pfceident  can  execute  the  power  proposed  to  be 
gtren  him,  of  suspending  the  embargo  laws. 
There  most  be  "such  a  peace  or  sospeosion  of 

*  hoacUities  between  the  Delligerent  Powers,  or 
'  aach  a  change  in  their  measures  respecting  neu- 

*  tval  commerce,  as  will  render  that  of  the  United 

*  States  safe,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President." 
Some  of  these  events  must  occur  before  the  Pres- 
ident can  act— he  is  only  made  the  judge  that 
•aeh  eveats  do  occur  as  tat  described  in  ibe  law, 
and  of  this  he  judges  on  his  responsibility  ;  ant 
wbeo  meh  CTents  do  occur,  what  is  he  autnbrlzed 
to  do^  Not  te  revoke,  or  repeal,  but  to  suspend, 
the  operation  of  the  embaigo  laws,  until  after  the 
eanmeaeaMoC  of  the  next  i««ioii  of  Cnvress. 


Gvery  man  must  see  the  manifest  differences  be- 
tween such  a  power  as  this,  and  an  unqualified 
power  to  make,  revoke,  or  repeal,  a  law.  The 
distinction  Ls  evident,  and  perceivable  by  every 
discerning  mind.   It  may  be  proper  here  to  no- 
tice a  position  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Kbt.)  which,  at  first  view,  possesaes 
some  jplaosibility ;  but  it  vanishes  upon  a  close 
examination,  and  will  be  found  not  to  justify  the 
conclusions  he  draws  from  it,  as  applicable  to  the 
subject  before  you — aitd  what  will  be  said  here 
on  this  subject,  will  apply  as  well  to  his  argo* 
meats  as  to  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Ramooufh)  on  the  same  point.  He  tella  you 
thaia  law  once  madecannot  be  repealed,  revoked, 
or  suspended,  by  any  power  inferior  to  that  which 
enacted  it ;  and  tiiat  the  act  of  repealing  or  revok- 
ing a  law  is  a  legislative  act,  and  the  power  exer- 
cised in  doing  so  a  legislative  power.  Tbb  state- 
ment may  be  admitted,  in  general,  to  be  correct, 
as  far  as  it  applies  to  the  case  in  question ;  but' 
what  conclusion  does  the  gentleman  draw  from 
it?   He  says, if  the  President  suspends  a  law  by 
virtue  of  the  power  proposed  to  be  given  him,  ia 
t  he  resolution  before  you,  he  exHoises  a  legislatiTa 
power,  and  acts  in  a  legblative^  inatnd  of  an  ex- 
ecutive capaeity.  This  conelusion  is  not  justified 
by  the  premises.  The  legislative  power  aeeessary 
to  be  exoeited  in  order  to  suspend  a  law,  is,  ia 
this  ease,  to  be  carried  into  eneot  by  Congress. 
They  are  to  make  the  legislative  provisions)  the 
law  you  are  about  to  pass  is  the  legislative  act, 
which  is  to  operate  on  the  embargolaws  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  tb«eio  contained ;  that  law, 
grounded  on  this  resolution,  will  carry  into  effect 
tbel^islative  power,  aod  the  President  is  only  au- 
thorized to  execute  that  law,  according  to  the 
restrictions  therein  contained  ;  there  is,  therefore, 
vested  in  the  President  no  legislative  power,  but 
only  a  power  to  ascertain  and  determine  when 
the  events  described  in  this  law  shall  have  tafcea 
place,  and  when  he  decides  they  have,  he  is  to 
execute  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  thereby 
suspend  the  embargo  laws,  daring  tae  time  to  be 
specified  therein.  From  this  it  is  clear  the  Piee- 
ident  is  not  to  exercise  a  legislative  power,  or 
perform  a  legislative  function,  only  an  executive. 
We  ourselves  perform  the  l^islative  by  enacting 
the  law ;  the  carrying  of  which  into  eoeet  is  Idt 
with  the  President  of  the  United  States.   If  for- 
tber  argument  were  necessary  to  Mispend  the  lawa 
in  question,  it  would  be  necessary  to  inquire  what 
efiiect  the  law  we  are  about  to  pass  is  to  have  t 
The  object  of  it  is  to  produce,  on  the  oeeucrcnee 
of  certain  events,  a  suspension  of  the  embargo 
laws ;  if  it  be  executed  it  will  have  this  effect ;  it 
can  have  no  other;  without  it  such  effect  eiHiUl 
not  be  produced  by  any  act  of  the  President.  It 
must,  therefore,  be  considered  as  the  efficient  act 
that  prodqces  such  suspension;  if  it  has  not  this 
effect,  it  is  a  mere  nullity ;  for  it  can  answer  ao 
other  purpose ;  in  passing  it  we  certainly  exercise 
a  legislative  power,jnerform  a  Iqpalative  act,  and 
only  authorize  the  President  to  decide  when  the 
same  shall  be  carried  into  effeeL  Hene^  it  is  dear 
that  we,  in  this  inituee,  perform  the  legblattva 
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function  necessary  to  suspend  the  laws  in  qnes- 
tioD,  and  do  not  vest  in  the  President  anjr  legisla- 
tive power  whatever.  The  argument,  therefore, 
that  the  exercise  of  a  legislative  power  is  ne- 
cessary to  suspend  or  repeal  a  law,  is  no  sotind 
olgection  to  tne  re&olatioa  befpre  you,  for,  in 
acting  upon  ibat  resolotioD,  we  oorselres  exer- 
cise such  legislative  power,  and  therefore  com- 
pleleLy  perforin  what  this  ailment  seems  to 
reoiiire. 

After  what  has  been  said,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  examine  the  objections  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent'! exercising  legislative  powers,  and  the  argu- 
ments used  to  show  that,  by  tbe  Constitution,  all 
l^slatire  powers  were  vested  in  Congress;. be* 
cause  it  has,  I  presume,  been  satisfactorily  shown 
thatj  by  the  resolution  before  you,  no  such  powers 
are  intended  to  be  vested  in,  or  exercised  by,  the 
President ;  that  be  is  to  exercise  executive  powers 
only,  and  therefore  those  argnmeots  cannot  affect 
the  question  before  the  House ;  they  might  have 
much  weight  in  showing  that  Confess  could  not 
constitotiooaUy  aaihorize  the  President  to  exer- 
cise aoqualified  legislative  powers,  br  to  perform 
the  ftinetioas  which  the  Legislature  of  the  Uoion 
alone  are  competent  to  peiform—bot  the  measure 
before  you,  does  not  propose  giving  the  Executive 
any  such  authority.  It  was  not  intended,  and  the 
resolution  itself  will  not  justify  suchaeonelusion. 
Id  order  to  enforce  the  objections  made  to  this 
measure,  yoD  have  been  told  that,  if  you  can  au- 
thorize the  President  to  suspend  one  law,  you  may 
eive  him  the  power  to  suspend  all  the  laws  of  the 
Union.  This  argument  furnishes  no  substantial 
proof  against  the  correctness  of  tbe  general  prin- 
ciple in  question.  The  mere  circumstance  that  a 
principle  may  be  abused,  is  do  proof  that  it  does 
not  exist,  or  that  a  power  given  may  be  abused  is 
no  proof  that  such  power  cannot  be  constitution- 
ally transferred;  it  only  shows  that  yon  ought  to 
be  cautious  ID  makingsueh  transfer.  Every  power 
that  CDD  be  exercised  either  by  iadividuals  or  pub- 
lic bodies  may  be  abased,  aod  so  may  every  pria- 
eiple  that  is  acknowledged  to  exut  in  ethics  or 
politics.  This,  however,  is  do  proof  that  the  for- 
mer is  not  to  be  used,  or  that  the  existence  of  the 
latter  is  to  be  denied.  Congress  might,  by  one 
single  act,  repeal  all  the  laws  of  tbe  Union,  which 
would  be  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding,  and, 
as  far  as  can  be  perceived,  a  very  great  abuse  of 
power;  but  that  is  no  proof  ihey  do  not  pos- 
sess such  power  to  repeal  laws,  or  ibat  tney 
ought  not  to  possess  and  exercise  it  on  a  pro- 
per occasion.  To  say,  therefore,  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive may  abuse  a  power,  is  no  proof  that  it 
may  not  be  constitutionally  vested  in  him.  To 
aiUDorize  the  President  to  suspend,  on  the  occur- 
rence of  certain  events,  all  the  laws  of  the  Union, 
would  be  an  abuse  of  power  on  the  part  of  Con- 

Kess,  which  might  possibly  uke  place,  (and  it  is 
rely  possible;}  but  which,  it  is  j^resumed,  and 
may  fairly  be  calculated,  nev«  wiH  take  place. 
Bn^  is  this  pmsible  abuse  of  the  principle  in  ques- 
tifm,  or  of  the  Cotulitutional  power  we  possess, 
anr  pro«f  against  their  existence,  or  any  substan- 
tial reaaon  why  we  ahould  not  cxncise  suoh 
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power  on  a  proper  occasion,  and  anthorize  the 
Ptesident,  under  proper  restrictions,  to  suspend  ca^ 
tain  lawsi  when  (he  public  §ood  and  the  interest 
of  the  nation  evidently  required  it?  Certainly  it 
is  not,  and  cannot  be  so  considered.  The  prac- 
tice and  precedents  of  former  Lejndatnre^  ander 
former  Administrations,  as  well  as  under  the 
present,  justify  this  measure,  as  has  been  alrtidy 
stated  to  tbe  House,  when  I  was  first  up  on  tim 
subject.  You  have  by  a  law,  passed  in  1804, 
authorized  tbe  President  to  or^nize,  in  the  recen 
of  Congress,  a  government  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans.  Then  you  made  the  law ;  be  carried  it 
into  effect.  The  power  given  was  more  imporisnt 
than  that  proposed  to  be  transferred  in  the  present 
instance.  Toe  cases  before  cited  and  read,  msy 
again  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  tbe  House,  li 
the  year  1794,  a  law  passed,  empowering  the  Pre- 
sident to  lay,  revoke,  and  reinstate  at  plemre, 
daring  the  recess  of  Congress^  an  embargo,  with- 
ont  any  limitation  or  restrictions  whatever.  In 

1799,  the  President  was  authorized  by  law  tosijf' 
pend,  during  the  recess,  tbe  law  interdietiof  alt 
intercourse  with  Fraoci^  at  his  pleasure,  witDoM 
any  qualifications  of  his  power  whatever ;  aadia 

1800,  his  powers  were  renewed  in  the  same  words. 
To  all  these  (except,  perhaps,  tbe  first)  no  seiion 
objections  were  made  on  the  groood  of  priBci|d^ 
according  to  tbe  best  information  we  have  been 
able  to  obtain.  But,  all  at  once,  it  w  discovmd 
by  some  gentlemen,  who  are  in  the  babit  of  act- 
ing with  those  who  [«ssed  the  said  law^that 
though  at  those  respective  periods  it  was  perfcedy 
correct  and  unexceptionable  to  vest  in  theExeca- 
tive  the  power  in  question,  in  the  most  extenan 
latitude;  yet  at  this  time  to  give  him  the  like 
power,  though  qualified  and  greatly  restiieted, 
would  be  dangerous,  contrary  to  principle,  sod  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  I  will  not  prelead 
to  account  for  these. extraordinary  chaageshi  the 
opinions  of  gentlemen,  but  leave  it  to  themsdvei 
to  account  for  them.  "But,  to  notice  a  more  mod- 
em instaoee  of  an  act  passed  by  this  House,  sim- 
ilar to  that  DOW  proposed.  In  the  year  1806^  • 
law  was  passed,  authorizing  the  President  to  sm- 
peod,  dunng  the  recess  of  Congress,  at  pleasve, 
without  any  restrictions,  the  noD-importatimi  set. 
So  maoy  instances  of  the  same  power  beii^  vert* 
ed  in  the  President  without  any  limitation  what' 
ever,  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  given  him  uDder 
very  specific  restrictions,  would  seem  to  require 
tbe  most  serious  consideration,  before  the  right  to 
give  it  should  be  denied  this  House,  and  would 
seem  to  require  of  those  who  oppose  the  measare, 
to  adduce  very  strong  and  cogent  reasons  indeed, 
before  they  would  expect  to  ooDVince  eitfaef  As 
House  or  the  nation  tnat,  in  all  those  oases  that 
have  been  cited.  Congress  had  acted  in  maniftst 
violation  of  the  ConstitutioD.  It  has  been  at- 
tempted by  the  geotlemaD  from  Virgioii,  (Mr. 
R.,)  to  make  a  distinction  between  empowering 
tbe  President  to  suspend  an  act  which  has  not 
commenced  ks  operation,  and  empowering  him  to 
susjMnd  one  which  has  gone  intooperatioo.  This 
is  manifestly  a  distinction  without  a  difiereiKe ;  a 
resort  to  a  kind  of  leasoniDg  which  was  hardly  to 


Sutperuiou  of  the  Embai^o. 


Digiiized  by 


2U5 


HISTOBX  OF  CQNORBSS. 


2146 


be  expected  from  tiiat  geatlemaa,  with  whom,  it 
•tems,  nice  legal  distinctioiis  ave  in  great  disre- 
pute, and  coQudered  iacoDsisteDl  with  the  enlarg- 
ed views  of  a  icfeat  miDd.  Let  us,  for  a  momeat, 
however,  examine  the  diSereoce  between  stopping 
ibe  operation  of  a  law,  and  preTentiog  a  law  from 
eommenciag  its  operation.  I  should  suppose  it 
required  the  same  power  to  do  the  one  as  it  did 
to  do  the  other.  Tbette  laws  were  enacted  by  the 
same  power,  and  must  require  equal  power  to 
aiop  or  sBspead  their  operatioD.  in  sound  reason 
there  ean  be  so  difi«;enee  between  suspending  the 
opentioa  of  a  law  that  wrat  into  effeot  yesterday, 
CM  pteveaiMiga  law gmi^ into  effect  which  was 
to  wve  eomraeneed  its  operation  to^dajr.  When 
the  uuHneat  arrircs  at  which  a  law  is  to  take 
iffiiet,  it  requires  the  same  power  to  arrest  itfrom 
going  into  operation,  that  it  would  to  stop  its  op- 
eiaiioo  if  it  had  actually  commeoced.  There  can 
be  no  differenee.  If.  therefore,  it  was  Constitu- 
tiooal  to  empower  toe  President  to  wspend  the 
Boa-imporuiion  law,  which  had  not  eoiiiaienced 
its' operation,  it  is  equally  so  to  empower  him  to 
suspend  the  embargo  laws  which  hare  gone  into 
effect.  There  u  certainly  no  legislative  power 
Beeesaary  to  be  exercised  in  ibe  oije  case  tnat  is 
not  equally  so  in  the  other.  I  shall  not  pursue 
the  exaauoation  of  this  extraordinary  distinction 
fnither,  as  it  was  abandoned  by  the  gentleman 
who  a4roeated  it,  by  saying  that  he  was  <^(Mied 
to  ginng  (he  President  a  4>ower  to  suspend  a  law 
ia  any  possible  case,  whetha  it  had  commenced 
il>  o|wration  or  not.  Another  discovery  of  an  ex- 
ttaoninary  oaiare  has  been  made  during  this  dis- 
coosioa — chat  Congress  have  no  power,  by  the 
Conititatiooi  to  lay  u  eraba^.  Although  this 
qocstioo  can  hare  no  relation  to  tbe  case  before 
fon,  or  in  any  ounner  affect  the  decision  thereon, 
(for  wJiether  ve  have  the  power  to  lay  an  embar- 
go, oruot,  it  has  been  laid,  and  surely  those  who 
deny  as  the  poww  to  lay  it,  will  not  contend  that, 
wbM  it  is  laid,  we  cannot  remove  it;)  yet  as  it 
haa  been  made  and  insisted  on,  we  wiu  briefly  ex- 
ao3ioe  it.  If  this  eoostfuction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion be  correct,  our  powers  of  legislatioa  will  be 
fouad  to  be  confined  within  very  oarrov  limits 
iadMd,  and,  so  far  as  regards  <*ommerce  with  for- 
ogn  aMiouL  wo«U  be  UtUeJwtter  than  a  mere 
mwitiwy.  The  only  means  we  have  to  coerce 
forciga  ■atiooi  is  througb  the  medium  of  our 
eoouaetee— particularly  by  withholding  from 
them  OW  iwoduetions,  which  consist  of  articles 
that  are  Ibe  necessariM  at  life  and  all-importaot 
lo  ibemu  without  which  some  of  them  could  not 
wiU  sdhsist,  and  most  of  their  West  India  eolo- 
am  would  certainly  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  fam- 
ine. Bat  if,  in  this  respect,  our  hands  are  lied 
M  sad  we  have  no  power,  by  the  Constitution, 
to  deprive  them  of  the  benefit  of  our  produce — to 
keep  them  from  those  articles  so  necessary  for 
tlieir  snbststeoce — they  may  impose  wbat  restric- 
lions  they  please  on  our  commerce,  and  laugh  at 
oar  leaentment,  as  we  would  be  left  without  a 
remedy,  without  tbe  means  of  retaliating  the 
uyary,  or  eompellio^  them,  bjr  making  it  their 
ialereUi  to  do  us  justice.  If  this  oonsijcactioa 
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the  Constitution  were  eorrect,  it  would  prove  at 
once  that  those  who  framed  that  instrument  did 
not  know  the  true  interests  of  their  country;  if 
they  did,  that  they  totally  abandoned  them.  A 
fair  exposition  of  the  Constitution,  however,  will 
authorize  no  such  construction — there  is  no  clause 
in  it  that  would  sanction  it.  In  article  one,  sec- 
tion eight,  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared  that 
Congress  sball  have  power  "  to  regulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  seve- 
ral States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  This  is 
a  general  delegation  of  power,  and  gives  to  Coih- 
gress  the  right  of  passing  all  laws  on  tbe  subject, 
which  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  public 
good,  unless  in  the  cases  expressly  excepted  out 
of  this  general  power,  in  tike  Constitution.  ]t 
may  be  material  here  to  remark  that,  in  the  Con- 
stitution, when  general  powers  are  delegated,  if 
any  exceptions  thereto  are  intended,  they  are  ex- 
pressly made  in  that  instrument.  Without  such 
exceptions  the  general  powers  delegated  are  con- 
sidered unrestricted.  Whence  do  you  derive  thue 
right  to  prohibit  tbe  migration  or  importation  of 
slaves  from  Africa  7  From  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  Let  us  see  if 
there  beany  exception  from  thisgeneral  power  tp 
regulate  commerce,  that  would  support  the  objec- 
tions  made  to  laying  the  embargo.  The  first  ex- 
ception is  in  the  ninth  section  ot  the  same  article, 
and  prevents  Congress  from  prohibitipg  the  mi- 
gration or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  then  existing  States-should  think  fit  to  admit 
prior  to  the  year  1808.  This  exception  was  made 
because,  when  tbe  Constitution  was  framed,  it  was 
not  intended  that  Congress  should  hare  power  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  such  persons  as  are 
stated  therein  until  the  time  therein  slated  should 
arrire ;  and  to  take  this  out  of  the  general  power 
delegated,  an  exception  became  necessary.  I  state 
this  case  to  show  that,  where  any  exceptions  to 
the  general  power  were  intended,  they  were  ex- 
pressly made ;  therefore,  in  the  case  before  you,  if 
there  be  no  exceptions  made  to  the  general  power 
afiecting  tbe  point  in  question,  it  is  a  fair  con- 
struetion  that  the  Constitution  never  intended  to 
restrict  Congress  from  prohibiting  the  exportatioA 
'or  importation  of  any  articles  whatever,  or  the 
adoption  of  any  other  measures  calculatea  to  reg- 
ulate and  control  commerce. 

Another  exception  in  the  same  aeettoa  is,  that 
"  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported 
'  from  any  State,  and  00  preference  shall  be  given 
'  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to 
'  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  another," 
&c.  These  are  the  only  exceptions  made  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  power  given  to  regulate  com- 
merce— and  none  of  them  in  the  least  degree  sup- 
ports the  position  that  Congress  have  not  power 
to  lay  an  embargo.  On  the  contrary,  they  prove 
that  such  a  power  was  intended  to  be  left  with 
Congress,  otherwise  it  would  have  been  excepted. 
In  [Kirticular  the  exception  that  prohibits  the  im- 
position of  a  tax  or  duty  on  articles  exported, 
clearly  proves  that  it  was  not  intended  to  prevent 
Congress  from  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  those 
articles,  but  only  £rom  imposing  on  them  a  duty ; 

Digiiized  by  GooqIc 


Su$pension  of  the  Ewbargo. 


2147 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2148 


H.  OF  R.  Stapetuion  of 


otherwise  it  would  hare  been  tso  expressed.  And 
although  this  exception  was  used  as  an  argumeat 
against  the  power  of  Congreits  to  lay  an  embargo, 
it  certainly  is,  when  properly  understood,  the 
•troDgest  proof  in  faror  of  their  possessiog  such 
power.  This  general  power  then,  given  to  Con- 
gresa  to  regulate  commerce,  must  ioclnde  the 
power  to  determine  to  what  nation  our  trade  shall 
go,  and  on  what  terms,and  to  what  extent  we  wUl 
permit  it  to  be  carried  on — without  this  power, 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  would  he  altoge* 
tfaer  nngatory.  If  you  cannot  prohibit  the  ex- 

Eortation  of  your  produce]  in  whole  or  in  part, 
ow  can  you  regulate  commerce  7   If  you  hare 
'  the  power  to  restrict  your  trade  in  any  degree,  you 
hare  the  like  power  to  restrain  it  to  the  full  ex- 
tent of  an  entire  prohibition,  both  of  exports  and 
imports.   If  gentlemen  attempt  to  fix  a  point  be- 

?'ond  which  you  are  not  to  go,  they  will  find  it 
mpossible.  They  would  hardly  venture  to  say 
that  you  could  not  by  law  prerent  the  exportation 
of  a  single  article;  and  if  you  can  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  one  article,  you  can  of  every  arti- 
cle—there is  no  exception  made  in  the  Constitu- 
tion—the power  is,  as  it  ought  to  he,  coextensive 
with  the  exi^neies  of  the  country.  There  is  an- 
other clause  10  the  Constitution,  article  one,  sec- 
tion 8,  which  might  he  deemed  sufficient,  if  it  were 
necessary  to  resort  to  it,  to  warrant  the  laying  an 
embargo :  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make 
'  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for 

*  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 

*  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Constitution 
'  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  in 

*  any  department  or  officer  thereof."  If  therefore 
Congress  consider  an  embargo  necessary  to  carry 
into  effect  the  power  given  to  regulate  commerce, 
they  are  by  this  clause  empowered  to  pass  a  law 
laying  such  embarg^o.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to 
resort  to  this  provision  in  the  Constitution,  the 
general  power  given  to  regulate  commerce,  neces- 
sarily confers  the  power  to  lay  an  embargo  j  and 
no  reasonable  doubt,  I  trust,  can  exul  on  this 
•abject. 

A  distinction  has  been  attempted  to  be  taken 
on  this  subject,  also,  between  a  limited  and  un^ 
limited  embargo.  There  will  be  nothing  sobatan- 
tiar  found  in  this  distinction.  It  is,  indeed,  an 
exertion  to  show  a  distinction  when  there  is  no 
real  diffbrenee.  A  limited  embargo  can  only  mean 
an  embargo  that  is  to  terminate  at  some  given 
time ;  and  the  length  of  time,  if  a  hundred  years, 
will  not  change  the  character  of  the  embargo; 
it  is  still  limited.  If  it  be  Constitutional  to  lay  it 
for  one  day.  it  most  be  equally  so  to  lay  it  for  ten 
days,  or  a  hundred  days,  or  as  many  years ;  it 
would  still  be  a  limited  embargo ;  and  no  one  will, 
I  presume,  deny  that  an  embargo  laid  for  such  a 
length  of  time,  and  one  laid  withoat  limitation, 
would,  in  reality  and  to  all  practical  purpose^  be 
the  same.  This,  then,  clearly  shows  there  is  not 
the  slightest  foandation  for  the  distinction  taken 
between  a  limited  and  an  unlimited  embargo.  If 
we  have  power  to  impose  it,  we  have  the  power 
tocoutinoe  it  until  it  «baU  be  considered  tliein- 
tscest  (»f  the  mtioa  to  remore  it. 
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We  have  been  told  by  the  geodeman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Rahoolph)  that  he  is  very  mueh 
alarmed  at  the  rapid  strides  tfaisOovernmentii 
making,  in  assimilating  itself  to  a  moaarebical 
form.  The  Qorernment  is  represented,  in  the 
chimerical  fancy  only,  I  presume,  of  that  geaiie- 
mao,  as  being  already  a  kind  of  mouarebvi  aad 
the  President  as  the  sun  around  whieh  uie  efr 
eers  of  Government,  end  others,  revolve  as  itid- 
lltes.  It  might  be  soffieient  to  inquiie  from  vhnee 
proceed  all  these  alarms,  and  to  wait  for  the  gea- 
ileman  to  give  an  answer,  for  be  has  not  stated 
even  a  plausible  pretext  for  them.  I  know  of  bo 
foundation  for  such  alarms ;  and  I  firmly  beliere 
there  is  none.  It  has  not  been  proposed  daring 
the  present  session  to  vest  in  the  President  pow- 
ers which  had  not  heretofore  been  possessed  iwl 
exercised  by  other  Presidents,  as  well  *»  by  him, 
to  a  much  greater  extent  than  is  now  proposed. 
Why^  then,  such  alarms  shoald  be  attempted  to 
be  raised  With  respect  to  the  powers  vested  ia  the 
President,  is  indeed  extraordinary.  There  ai^iean 
not  the  slightest  ground  to  justify  then.  I  imw 
not  who  the  gentleman  supposes  revolTe  rttUDd 
the  Executive  as  latellites  ;  hedid  not  choose  ta 
name  them so  far  as  regards  myself,  there  cei^ 
tatnly  never  has  been  an  act  of  mine  which  wooU 
jastifysuch  an  insintulion.  I  have  acted  from 
motives  which  no  mso  can,  with  troth,  impeteh, 
and  which  do  gentleman  shall  impeach  with  im- 

E unity;  and,  f  trust,  those  with  whom  I  hare 
ad  the  honor  generally  (o  act,  have  doae  ibc 
same.  Why,  then,  attempt  to  make  as  imprea- 
sion  on  the  public  mind,  without  a  single  hcX  to 
justify  it,  that  the  Executive  is  the  sole  nioretoE 
all  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature?  There 
may  be  some  secret  design  in  all  this,  which  u 
not  expressed  or  perceivable ;  but  I  feel  very 
fident  no  real  good  to  the  nation  can  arise  iroo 
such  a  course  of  proceeding.  But  further,  joa  ire 
told  your  Government  is  a  masked  moaaicby- 
What  the  gentleman  meant  by  this  expresMoa  u 
equally  mysterious  with  his  other  allusions.  Aie 
there  any  acts  of  the  Bxecative  which  prove  tut 
he  is  acting  the  monarch  nnder  disguise,  or  that 
he  has  any  disposition  to  promote  in  this  cewtrT 
the  principles  or  practices  of  monarchy  t  If  ihw 
are,  let  them  be  made  known  to  the  puUic.  I 
do  not  believe  they  exist.  With  what  propriety 
or  correctness,  then,  can  this  Government  be 
called  a  masked  monarchy  t  There  docs  not  ap- 
pear to  be  any  foundation  for  the  assertion ;  aw 
I  am  therefore  authorized  to  conclude  there  ts 
none.  I  consider  it  proper  in  this  place  to  cor- 
rect some  misrepresen  tattoos  of  what  I  aaidooa 
former  occasion,  made  by  the  genilemaa  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  R.,)  which  I  suppose  were  occa- 
sioned by  nis  misunderstanding  me.  Tbatgca- 
man  informed  yon  when  he  was  op,  oa  thieasB' 
ject,  that  a  gentleman  (aHoding,  I  suppose  to  me) 
who,  a  few  days  befwe,  considered  (bat  a  pn« 
in  Europe  would  produce  diffieuItT  to  this  eoar 
try,  DOW  coaeeived  that  a  general  peace  or  the 
removal  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belliger- 
ent Powers  WDold  autborin  the  removal  of  m 
cmbUfOt  To  aodenrtud  this  eorreetlr,  it  Wt 
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be  Dcceasarf  to  adrert  to  what  produced  the  re- 
marks made  by  me.  The  gentlemaa  from  Vir- 
giaia  had  said,  ait  I  was  informed,  for  I  happened 
to  be  out  of  my  seat  at  that  momeot,  that  we  were 
ia  a  state  of  seearity.  which  arose  from  the  pres- 
sare  of  the  two  ^eat  belligereot  Powers  made 
npOQ  each  other,  and  which  prerented  them  from 
making  war  upon  us.  I  did  not  hear  the  gentle- 
man Bay  this,  bat  was  told  he  had  uaid  so.  In  an- 
iwer  toihii  argument  I  stated  that,  if  that  was  the 
ease  at  this  momeBt,  and  afforded  ua  temporary 
aeeiuriiyj  which  faoweTer  was  not  admitted,  it  was 
oneertain  bow  long  this  equal  pressure  wonld 
eontiDae ;  that  one  or  the  other  uuist  prevail,  un< 
lesi  an  accommodation  took  place,  and  that  when 
cither  was  relieved  from  this  supposed  pressure, 
it  wonld  then  be  at  full  liberty,  ii  disposed,  to  at- 
tack OS ;  and  that,  therefore,  we  would  not  rely 
OB  such  a  state  of  things,  even  suppostDg  it  to  ex- 
ist at  this  lime,  as  affording  us  salEcieDt  security. 
I  certainly  did  not  say  that  peace  ia  Europe  would 
be  dangerous  to  us,  or  would  increase  our  difficut- 
tiea;  bat  that,  under  existing  circumstances,  and 
sappoeing  the  gentleman's  argument  to  be  correct, 
it  oo^bt  not  to  be  relied  upon  so  as  to  reader  pre- 
parations for  defence  unnecessary.  For,  if  those 
Powers  were  onlf  prevented  from  attacking  us 
by  the  pressure  with  which  they  bore  apoo  each 
other,  the  moment  that  pressure  waa  removed 
ther  woold  be  at  liberty  to  act  as  their  ioclina- 
tfooa  should  direct  tbem,  and  might,  therefore, 
theo  wreak  their  vengeance  on  us.  Thegentleman, 
however,  corrected  the  misstatement  made  to  me 
of  what  he  bad  said.  He  informed  the  House  that 
be  did  not  sav  that  those  Powers  pressed  so  hard 
upon  each  other  as  to  render  us  safe,  bat  that  tbey 
pressed  so  severely,  and  yet  equally  upon  us,  as  to 
]>roduce  such  a  security  on  our  part  against  being 
attacked  by  either,  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  make 
reparations  for  defence  against  either.  I  confess 
1  eouki  not  well  understand  the  force.of  this  rea- 
soning, unless  it  was  intended  to  show  that  those 
Powers  pressed  so  equally  upon  us,  that  we  could 
not  determine  which  to  resist,  and  that  it  was  entire- 
ly oat  of  the  question  to  resist  both.  If  this  was 
not  what  thegeotleinan  meant  to  estabUsh,  I  can- 
noi  CDmprefaeod  very  clearly  what  he  had  in  view. 
Ii  u  not  easy  to  see  how  those  Powers,  pressing 
with  equal  yet  great  severity  upon  us,  should  ren- 
der it  unnecessary  to  prepare  the  nation  for  de- 
lieBce.  If  it  be  necessary  to  make  preparations,  to 
a  certain  extent,  for  defeeee  when  threatened  by 
one  Power,  it  will  certainly  be  necessary  to  in- 
crease those  preparations  when  threatened  by 
another  Power,  of  perhaps  equal  force,  and  witb 
cqnal  appearance  oi  hostility.  There  can  be  no 
inistake  in  this  argumisnt.  If  the  gentleman, 
therefore  took  this  position,  it  cannot  certainly  be 
correct 

[Mr.  Rah BOLPa  said,  that  had  happened  in  this 
cmse  which  frequently  happeoed^  that  the  report 
of  what  was  said  could  not  be  relied  on  as  correct. 
He  frequently  obsorved  it  to  be  the  ease  with  prim- 
ed reports,  and  It  was  much  more  Hkely  to  be  so 
inth  hearsay.  The  fentfeman  from  Tennessee 
not  kaviog  heard  ne  attite  wl»t  I  did  Mf,  observed 
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Mr.  R.,  I  will  repeat  it,  not  by  way  of  explanation, 
but  that  the  gentleman  may  have  my  argument 
before  him,  and  exercise  the  whole  power  of  his 
talents  upon  it ;  and  I  shall  give  it  up  to  his  mer^ 
ey.  I  stated  that,  if  we  had  cause  of  difference 
with  one  of  the  belligerents  only,  the  probability 
was,  that  we  ml^ht  be  involved  in  war  with  that 
one,  and  in  amity  with  the  other.  But  having 
differences  of  such  vast  and  equal  magnitude  with 
both,  their  equal  pressure  upon  as  not  only  woald 
but  had  keptns  in  a  position  of  neatrality  towards 
both,  being  equally  repelled  by  both  from  eithw. 
That,  accordingly,  our  Government  had  taken 
that  position,  and  determined  to  adhere  to  it )  that 
therefore  the  probability  was,  that  each  of  those 
Powers,seeing  that  we  were  driven  into  the  arms 
of  neither,  would  begin  to  relax^  in  order  to  in- 
duce us  to  associate  with  that  a'hicb  relaxed  most 
in  our  favor ;  and  such  being  our  situation,  that 
invasion  was  nSt  to  be  apprehended,  because  ei- 
ther party  invading  would  see  that  she  would 
throw  as  into  the  arms  of  the  other;  therefore, 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  a  standing  force 
against  invasion ;  but  it  was  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  take  measures  of  general  defencea^naC 
all.  That  was  my  argumeol.] 

Mr.  Campbell  said,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
to  understand  the  argument  of  the  oentleman  in 
his  own  way,  who  had  explained  before,  but  not 
to  the  same  extent.  The  difference  between  na, 
said  Mr.  C,  is  the  same  which  has  existed  during 
the  whole  discussion  on  the  army  bill,  and  will 
result  at  last  in  this:  that  the  gentleman  admit* 
ting  that  both  those  Powers  press  severely  upon 
us,  yet  is  of  opinion  that,  as  both  pre^  equally, 
each  is  afraid  to  increase  the  pressure  so  as  to 
force  us  into  war ;  and  that,  therefore,  prepara- 
tions for  defence  are  unnecessary :  while  I  am  of 
opinion  that  such  pressure,  on  the  part  of  both 
those  Powers,  so  far  from  being  a  causA  for  us  to 
relax  in  making  preparations  for  defence,  ought 
to  stimulate  us  to  redouble  our  preparations  to 
defend  ourselves  azainst  both  or  either.  This 
is  the  true  state  of  the  arguments,  and  the  House 
will  judge  which  is  the  most  correct.  The  gen- 
tleman's argument  has  some  plausibility  at  int 
view,  but  it  does  not.  in  my  opinion,  presentsoeh 
ground  as  will  satisfy  the  nation  that  no  prepara- 
tions for  defence  are  necessary.  For,  if  the  ooii^ 
duct  of  each  woald  justify  us  in  going  to  war,  it 
certainly  ought  to  induce  us  to  prepare  to  meet 
it,  in  case  it  should  be  forced  upon  us ;  and  it  can- 
not be  sound  policv  to  repose  m  security  on  the 
relsiive  situation  alune  of  those  nations  with  re>; 
gard  to  each  other  and  to  us,  having  strong  evi-  , 
deoce  that  their  disposition  towards  us  is  not 
friendly,  and  no  assursue^  that  such  situation  ^ill 
remain  nncbsoKed  a  month,  a  week,  a  year,  or 
even  a  day.  I  do  not,  therefore,  believe  that  this, 
argument  as  explained,  though  more  plausible 
tbsn  as  before  understood,  will  support  the  ground 
taken.  But  it  was  not  my  intention  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  this  point,  and  I  only  mentioned 
it  to  correct  the  error  of  the  representation  made 
by  thegentleman  of  my  argument. 
Thesame  gentleman  inquired  wbethet  Ihia 
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httioB  wiis  ioieaded  as  a  means  to  get  rid  ef  the 
embargo,  as  being  a  measure  of  which  we  are 
tired,  and  perhaps  ashamed  to  acknowledge  it. 
Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  can  inform  that  gentle- 
man that  it  is  not  my  object  to  get  clear  of  the 
embargo  on  any  terms  short  of  those  stated  io  the 
resolution  before  you,  and  that,  so  far  as  regards 
my  conduct  renpecting  the  embargo,  I  nererliare 
been  tired  of  it,  haring  done  only  what  I  consid- 
ered my  doty  on  that  subject ;  nor  am  I  now,  nor 
^ave  I  ever  heen,  ashamed  of  it.  !f  1  hud  opposed 
enrymeaanre  that  had  heen  proposed,  calculated 
to  defend  my  country  irom  forewn  insolt,  and  to 
Yindieate  its  Vidated  rights,  I  might  indeed  feel  the 
Miifft  of  ffAomeaad  theff^itgofconseieaee}  but ,  har- 
iag  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  endearored  to  put 
my  country  in  a  state  of  defence  against  impend* 
ing  dangers,  I  am  harassed  by  no  such  feelings ;  I 
hare  an  approring  conscience  that  rests  in  quiet. 
If  I  had  entertained  doubts  on  the  subject  of  the 
embargo,  they  would  hare  been  removed  by  the 
United  voice  of  the  people  of  America,  which 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  convince  rae  that,  in 
tbis  respect,  my  conduct  was  correct.  From  eve- 
ry quarter  of  the  Union  you  are  informed  that,  at 
the  same  moment  the  people  feel  the  effects  of 
tbe  embargo,  they  approve  the  propriety  and  wis- 
dom of  the  measure,  and  declare  their  willingness 
to  sntHiiit  to  the  prtvations  it  may  occasion,  until 
diose  Powers,  whose  conduct  prodaced  it  and  on 
whom  it  was  intended  to  operate,8haU  be  induced 
to  do  as  justice.  And  they  do  not  wish  that  the 
embargo  sbonld  be  removed  nniil  such  event  takes 
jAmeBy  anlesB  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a 
stronger  gfound,  sad  then  it  might  be  unnecessa- 
ry. But  tley  would  in  such  case,  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes,  vindicate  the  violated  rights  and 
honor  of  their  country,  and  wrest  from  those  na- 
tions, by  their  coarage,  that  justice  which  they 
have  refined  to  graot  them  by  any  other  means. 
This  is  the  sense  of  tbe  nation;  nineteen  out  of 
twenty,  nay,nioety-nineout  of  a  hundred,  I  might 
say,  are  of  this  opinion.  They  say  to  as,  in  strong 
terms,  *'you  are  not  to  retract,  we  will  go  with 
you  and  support  vour  meaaures,  as  far  as  may  be 
aecesBary  to  refm  eneroaehmenis  on  our  righb, 
resist  tbe  injune*  we  hare  received,  and  secure 
ns  against  farther  agsrenions."  We  hare  there- 
fore, sir,  DO  cause  to  be  ashamed  of  the  embargo, 
•nd  no  man,  it  is  believed,  who  voted  for  it,  has 
alnee  regretted  giving  such  vote;  on  the  contrary, 
many  wno  honestljr  opposed  it  in  the  first  instance, 
and  did  noi  think  it  essentially  necessary,  are  now 
convinced  that  it  was  the  salvation  of  yoar  sea- 
men, and  of  a  vast  proportion  of  your  pn^rty; 
that  it  was  tbe  only  measure  that  ooald  and  did 
preserve  from  capture  ^n  immense  proportion  of 
your  commerce  that  was  aflont  upon  the  ocean, 
that  is  now  secure  in  your  country,  and  would 
otherwise  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  orders 
and  decree  of  tbe  beltlgercnt  Powers.  We  are 
now  in  a  state  that  enables  as  to  take  any  ground 
that  eirenmstaneesmay  require,  and  a  few  months 
may  pnt  it  in  oar  power  to  decide  whetho*  or  not 
we  most  exchange  the  pqrauits  of  peace  for  the 
ttoodyiceDesof  «ar,aDdth1a  weonght  todowith 
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great  relneiaDce.  The  idea  that  the  embargo  wts 
to  be  a  permanent  measure,  has  not  been  heldoat 
by  any  one  friendly  to  the  measure;  but  that  it 
should  continue  until  circumstances  would  sd- 
thorize  its  removal,  has  been  insisted  on,  and  ougkt 
to  be  supported  by  every  friend  to  his  country. 

You  are  told  that  tbe  emlwrgo  ought  lo  be  re< 
moved,  and  that  you  ought  to  authorize  yoor 
merchant  vessels  to  arm  io  their  own  defence.  I 
am  not  disposed  to  examine  at  large  what  might 
be  the  consequences  of  this  measure.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  time  may  not  arrive  when  it  may  be 
necessary ;  hat  at  thi'a  thna  it  would,  in  my  opia- 
ion,  be  extremely  impolitic  and  dangerons  u  its 
eonsequeneea.  By  abandoning  the  embargo,  yon 
would  show  a  want  of  perseverance  in  the  met- 
sores  you  adopt,  whilst  that  which  you  would 
substitute  in  its  [dace  would,  if  alone  relied  os, 
prove  feeble  and  inefficient,  and  also  pat  it  m  the 
power  of  interested  merchants  to  choose  who 
should  be  your  friends  and  who  your  enemits. 
Arm  your  merchant  vessels,  send  them  to  sea, 
and  with  them  it  will  rest  to  say  with  which  of 
the  belligerent  Powers  they  will  involve  ytra  in 
war.  Nothing  would  he  more  easy  than  for  them 
to  embroil  you  with  which  they  pleased  o!  tbm 
Powers,  and  fan  tbe  already  kindling  sparkstil dis- 
content into  the  flames  of  open  war.  I  am  not 
willing  to  lay  open  ao  wide  a  field  for  theefihsi<a 
of  human  blood.  The  people  of  America  wodh 
be  justly  alarmed,  if  they  were  told  that  a  few 
interested,  and  perhaps  many  of  them  fm^ffh 
merchants  had  it  in  their  power  to  provoke  a  war, 
that  might  hazard  the  fate  of  the  nation  aod  in- 
volve tbe  blood  of  thousands.  I  will  not  aothot- 
ize  the  merchant  vessels  to  arm  until  you  deter- 
mine what  Power  we  are  to  resist  by  force,  asd 
can  tell  them  that  they  shall  arm  against  thtt 
Power,  and  that  slone.  We  ought  to  distingoish 
our  friends  from  our  foes,  and  not  put  it  in  the 
power  of  any  nmall  portion  of  individuals  to  put 
tbe  whole  civilized  world  in  arms  against  us ;  and 
it  is  evident  this  might  be  the  consequence  of  such 
a  measure. 

Bat  you  are  told  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Blary- 
land,  (Mr.  BIet,)  that  yon  ought  to  repeal  tbe  em- 
bargo laws,  and  the  reason  he  gives  for  it  is,  that 
you  have  already  tried  the  experiment  for  fin 
months,  and  that  it  has  Ailed.  Let  m  examin* 
the  eorreetness  of  this  statement  as  to  facts,  aad 
also  with  regard  to  tbe  conclusions  drawn  frea 
them.  The  embargo  was  laid  on  tbe  22d  of  Ds> 
cember  last,  and  four  months  have  not  yet  since 
Sensed.  It  was  not  known  in  Great  Britain,  oae 
of  those  nations  on  which  it  was  intended  chiefly 
to  operate,  until  about  the  llth  of  February,  aod 
the  last  accounts  we  have  seen  from  that  country 
come  down  only^  to  the  SOth  of  the  same  mootfa. 
The  only  experiment,  therefore,  that  can  be  al- 
leged to  have  been  made,  is  only  for  the  space  ol 
alwut  twelve  days;  and  the  information  we  possess 
with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  embargo 
was  received  in  England  is  not  very  partienlir, 
and  may  not  be  very  correct.  However,  as  ftr 
as  it  goes,  it  certainly  doea  not  sujmort,  but  eoa- 
trafUctt  tu  gentleman's  anattioo,  tmt  the  expe- 
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rimeat  has  failed.  But  will  geattemen  pretend 
to  sRf  that  it  could  hare  a  fair  ezperinaeot,  or  be 
expected  to  produce  the  desired  efiect  in  the  space 
of  twelve  days  ?  ihfs  eaonot  l>e  insisted  on  by  any 
«andid  man  of  refleetioe.  But,  sir,  it  t«  some- 
what extraordinary,  that  geDilemea  on  this  floor 
^oald  assert  that  the  embargo  presses  so  sererely 
«n  Tour  own  eitizens  that  you  mnst  withdraw  it, 
«1M  that,  after  the  experiment  has  been  made,  h 
has  failed  in  the  object  intended  to  be  attained 
fay  it,  when  almost  the  whole  nation,  as  far  as  we 
«an  ascertain  the  general  opinion,  contradicts  tbe 
atatemeDt,and,  in  a  Toice  that  cannot  be  mistaken, 
assures  yoa  that  they  approve  the  measure,  and 
viU  suppoTt  you  in  it,  until  a  fair  experiment  be 
made,  until  the  intended  object  shall  be  obtatned. 
Thisdoes  not  prove  its  failure. 

It  has  been,  slated  on  this  floor,  that  ^ou  hare 
abandoned  your  commerce  to  Great  Britain,  and 
^oe  tbe  very  thing,  and  all  she  wished  you  to  do. 
Gentlemen  change  their  positions  with  respect  to 
this  subject,  and  the  grounds  of  their  opposition 
to  it,  as  often  as  the  chameleon  changes  its  color,  so 
^at  it  !s  extremely  difBcnlt  to  fix  tbem  to  any 
point  or  principle  on  which  they  rely,  or  to  as- 
««rtaiB  any  precise  object  tbejr  have  in  view.  At 
one  time  toe  embargo  is  to  GhTeat  Britain  a  jost 
cause  of  war ;  at  another,  it  is  the  rery  measure 
■be  desired.  I  leave  it  with  Kcotlemen  to  prove  to 
the  nation  the  consistency  of  these  eeemingljf  very 
VRConnsfenf  objections i  it  will  probably  require  the 
ezertioQ  of  all  their  talents.  It  is  true,  sir,  we 
harve  abandoned  our  commerce  vitk  Great  Brit- 
sio,  but  not  to  her  J  we  have  retired  from  the 
ocean,  and  in  retirii^,  have  carried  with  us  almost 
ihe  whole  comiiKrce  of  the  European  world.  The 
belligerent  Powers  oannot  carry  on  commerce 
with  each  other,  and  there  are  no  netitrals  in  Eu- 
rope with  which  they  can  trade — what  commeiee, 
then,  isabandoned  by  us  to  Great  Britain  1  There 
ia  scarcely  a  merchant  vessel  that  sails  the  ocean 
—she  can  hardly  find  a  solitary  ship  to  pursue — 
m  lud  carried  on  almost  the  whole  of  tbe  neu- 
timl  tnde^we  were  fbroed  to  abandon  It— we  did 
^o~-w^  retired,  and  left  the  great  Leviathan  of 
tbe  oecan  to  roam  about  withi»it  a  solitary  object 
vpoa  which  to  prey.  I^et  sentiemen,  then,  iaiorm 
tts  whateomoierce  Great  Britain  has  acqoired  by 
this  mcawire;  they  can  point  oat  none;  they  can- 
not designtie  a  single  branch  of  trade  of  any  im- 
portance which  Great  Britain  has  got  by  our  re- 
tiriug.  Bat  let  us  notice  what  the  first  statesmen 
in  that  country  say  on  this  subject — and  they 
-aeem  to  have  furnished  the  fall  to  what  was  said 
«o  this  floor,  as  has  frequently  been  the  case,  with 
only  this  difference,  that  they  stated  the  whole 
CMC,  whereas  a  part  only  was  stated  here.  They 
MT  that,  in  eonaequenee  of  the^  orders  of  coan- 
yoa  hare  abandoned  yoar  commerce,  as  yoa 
«M^M  to  have  done ;  and  yet  ther  inqnlre,  what 
as  the  eotmnerve  thus  abandoned?  They  admit 
tbef  have  all  that  is  left,  but  they  inquire  what 
that  u;  they  Qannot  ascertain  it ;  tbey  say  there 
^~  none,  and  in  this  they  aiie  correct.  With  re- 
rd  to  the  efi'ect  of  the  embftrgt^  they  state  what 
i  been  befive,  ia  labstancej  atated  on  this  floor, 


what  was  always  considered,  and  so  stated,  would 
be  the  efiect  of  this  measure.  They  say  the 
French  West  India  islands  will  starve;  but  sup- 

Eosing  this  to  be  the  case,  they  inquire  what  wui 
ecome  of  their  own  islands,  whose  sole  depend 
anee  for  subsistence  is  on, the  commerce  and  pro- 
ductions of  America?  They  say  thev  must  also 
starve ;  they  inquire  if  a  famme  mast  be  prodaeed 
in  England,  in  order  to  supply  their  Islands  with 
provisions,  which  they  could  hot  even  then  etteet* 
They  pursne  the  picture,  which  every  one  mast 
have  seen  ;  they  describe  the  distresses  that  must 
be  produced  in  Great  Britain  itself,  as  well  as  in 
the  Islands;  and  ascribe  the  whole  of  these  mis- 
fortunes to  the  orders  of  council  of  their  own  Gov- 
ernment. This  does  not  go  to  {frove  that  the  em- 
bargo was  the  very  measure  which  Great  Britath 
wanted;  nor  does  it  show  that  she  acquired  any 
real  or  valuable  acquisition  of  commerce  by  out 
retiring  from  the  ocean;  it  contradicts  the  asser- 
tion that  tbe  embargo  has  failed  in  its  object,  and 
proves^  in  a  very  decided  manner,  that  it  is  in  fall 
operation,  and  in  a  fair  way  towards  effecting  tbe 
object  for  which  it  was  laid ;  and  that  its  pressure 
is  severely  felt  by  both  the  great  belligerent  Pow^ 
ers.  Tes,  sir;  it  bears  upon  the  one  as  well  as 
upon  the  other ;  at  tbe  same  time  that  it  reduces 
almost  to  a  slate  of  famine  the  Islands  of  Franc^ 
it  presses  with  great  severity  on  those  of  Great 
Britain ;  for  though  she  can  supj)ly  tbe  Island*, 
so  far  as  she  has  the  means  to  do  it  with,  she  can- 
not supply  them  when  she  has  no  means.  When  - 
she  has  no  granary  from  which  (o  draw  supplies, 
her  power  to  convey  them  is  useless.  Those 
Powers  are,  therefore,  at  this  moment  groaning 
under  the  pressure  of  this  measure,  while  our  own 
people,  comparatively  speaking,  feet  it  but  very 
lightly.  Tbe  embargo,  then,  is  not  as  has  beeli 
stated,  a  measure  which,  in  addition  to  the  orders 
of  council  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  decrees  of 
France,  has  imposed  on  our  own  citizens  the  most 
grievous  and  ruinoQs  oppressions.  No,  sir ;  it  ii 
a  measure  which  has  snatched  our  commerce 
from  the  grasp  of  those  Powers.  They  had  takea 
measnres  for  seizing  all  tbe  neutral  property  that 
floated  on  tbe  ocean ;  but  a  wise  and  fortunate 
precaution,  tbe  embargo,  dashed  from  their  Hps 
the  cup  with  which  they  were  about  to  quench 
their  thirst  for  plunder.  We  secured  from  cap- 
ture our  ships,  our  commerce,  and  our  seamen,  and 
preserved  our  produce  at  home.  It  has,  sir,  been 
stated  on  this  floor,  that  tbe  orders  and  decrees  of 
the  belligerents  were  not  the  causes  that  produced 
the  embargo.  It  is  an  unpleasant  task  to  argue 
against  barefaced  assertions,  without  facts  or  rea- 
soning to  support  them.  It  must,  however,  some- 
times be  done.  It  would,  I  presume,  in  this  case, 
he  deemed  sufficient  to  deny  those  assertions,  and 
state  the  fact  that  those  orders  and  decrees  were 
the  real  causes  which  produced  tbe  embu«o.  If 
they  w,ere  not,  let  me  ask  what  was?  Will  not 
gentlemen  permit  those  who  voted  for  the  embar^ 
go  to  be  the  best  judges  of  the  reasons  that  in- 
duced them  todo  so  ?  1  should  suppose  they  could 
best  determine  that  question  j  they  hare  done  so, 
and  annoottoed  to  the  pnhlic  the  reasons  that  ia* 
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fluenced  their  conduct.  The  causes  that  produced 
this  measure  are  manifest  to  every  man  who  is 
willing  to  see  ihem.  The  official  documents  laid 
on  your  table,  previous  to  its  adoption,  show  them 
in  part.  In  addition  to  these,  the  official  note  of 
the  Commissionera  of  Great  Britain  annexed  to 
the  rejected  treaty  had  been  published,  and  was 
-waa  well  known  to  this  House.  It  declared,  in 
atTong  terms,  the  intention  of  that  GorerDroen^ 
to  adopt  measures  of  retaliation,  if  France  shoold 
execute  her  decree  of  November,  1616,  according 
to  Oie  construction  lately  given  that  instrument. 
7ou  werealso  informed,  iinotofficiallviyetthrough 
the  medium  of  those  public  prints  which  are  con- 
sidered, in  a  great  degree,  the  official  oi^an  of  that 
Government,  that  orders  to  the  same  extent  with 
those  which  have  been  since  issued,  were  agreed 
upon,  prepared  for  signature,  and  woald,  in  a  few 
days,  be  published.  This  had  considerable  weight 
on  my  mind  in  forming  an  opinion  on  (his  sub* 
ject;  I  considered  it  highly  important  to  guard 
against  a  measure  which  apjwared  to  me  next  to 
certain  :  and  the  event  has  justified  the  grounds 
upon  wnich  we  have  acted.  That  these  orders 
and  decrees,  therefore,  pro'dneed  the  embargo,  can- 
not be  doubted  by  any  rational  mind;  they  are 
known  to  the  nation  as  the  real  sources  from 
which  it  proceeded ;  and  I  am  therefore  willing 
to  say,  that  so  soon  as  they  are  withdrawn,  with 
proper  assurances  that  they  shall  not  be  renewed, 
]t  anall  be  removed. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  a  particular  inquiry  with 
regard  to  the  extraordinary  pressure,  stated  on 
this  floor  to  be  produced  on  our  citizens  by  the 
embargo.  That  it  would  be  severely  felt  by  al- 
most every  porlion  of  society  was  to  be  expected, 
was  never  denied ;  but  that  it  has  produced  the 
distresses  that  have  been  represented,  is  not  found- 
ed in  fact,  from  the  best  information  we  possess; 
and  the  public  voice  contradicts  the  statement 
The  people  anticipated  their  Government  in  ex- 
pressing their  indignation,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
mt  the  manifest  violation  of  their  rights,  and  the 
meditated  destruction  of  their  trade  by  the  belli- 
gerents. They  saw  a  decisive  measure  was  ne- 
cessaty,  and  would  be  taken ;  they  knew  the  only 
means  in  our  power  of  reacting  on  those  Powers, 
were,  by  withholding  from  ihem  our  trade  and 
our  productions ;  they  were  highly  pleased  to  see 
that  we  had  taken  a  manly  and  firm  ground  to 
resist  aggressions,  and  received  the  measure  with 
evident  marks  of  approbation,  pledging  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  support  their  Oovernmftit  in  it. 

There  were  some  remarks  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ri,NDOLPa)  with  respect 
to  an  expre»ion  in  the  letter  of  Champagny  to 
Mr.  Armstrong,  oar  Minister  at  Paris,  which  I 
think  proper  to  notice  in  this  place.  I  am  not 
certain  that  I  understand  the  application  of  those 
remarks,  or  the  olgect  the  gentleman  bad  in  view 
in  making  ihem.  If  not,  I  shall  willingly  ,be  cor- 
rected in  this  respect.  He  seemed  to  infer  that 
the  letter  contained  a  threat  or  menace  against 
the  United  Stales ;  and  some  of  his  remarks  were 
calculated  to  make  an  impression  that  there  was 
some  very  mysterious  underatanding .between  the 
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French  Government  and  that  of  this  couatrjr,  in 
regard  to  the  measures  that  have  been  adopteil  by 
the  latter.  I  cannot  concur  with  him  on  either « 
those  points.  In  regard  to  the  first,  I  do  not  unr 
derstaod  the  letter  in  the  same  light  which  that 
gentleman  seems  to  do ;  as  if  intended  to  awe  or 
menace  the  Union.  And,  with  respect  to  the 
second,  I  feel  eoofident  in  asserting  tnat  then  b 
not  the  slightest  ground  for  such  an  insinuatioa; 
nor  is  it  countenanced  by  anything  contained  k 
that  letter  when  it  is  fairly  understood.  In  mj' 
ing  this  much,  I  would  not  be  understood  at  in 
the  least  degree  palliating  the  harshness  of  the 
expressions  used  in  that  letter.  I  have  no  ruch 
intention ;  they  breathe  a  spirit  which  I  do  net 
now,  and  never  shall,  approve  in  that  or  any  other 
Oovernment ;  but  I  am  still  willing  (o  do  it  jns- 
tioe.  The  expressions  particularly  alluded  loare 
these :  "  He  (the  Emperor)  has  ordered  thst  iher 
'  (the  vessels  which  bad  been  brought  into  Frencii 
'  ports)  should  remain  sequestered  until  a  deciuoa 
'  may  be  bad  thereon,  according  to  the  dispos' 
'  tioos  which  shall  have  been  expressed  bytke 
'  {Jovernment  of  the  United  States."  The  get- 
tieman  seemed  to  place  particular  stress  oa  the 
words  "  shall  have,"  and  gave  us  to  understand 
he  considered  them  as  relating  to  such  measurtt 
as  our  Government  had  adopted  prerioas  to  the 
time  of  writing  the  letter  in  question.  Heforilia 
stated,  that  the  letter  alluded  to  was  writtea  oq 
the  15th  of  January,  and  that  ihe  embargo  vu 
laid  in  this  country  on  the  22d  of  December  b^ 
fore;  and  be  hoped  the  embargo  was  not  the 
measure  which  it  was  wished,  according  to  that 
letter,  should  have  taken  place.  Here  is,iir,u 
attempt  to  give  plausibility  to  an  erroneous  lOf' 
gestion,  founded  on  mere  conjecture,  by  plseiog 
a  forced  and  ungrammatical  cunstruction  on  tu 
expression  above  cited,  from  the  letter  in  ()«*• 
tion.  According  to  the  known  rules  of  the  Enp 
lish  language,  and  the  best  authora  on  the  sobjeet 
with  which  we  are  acquainted,  the  words  "uiU 
have"  are  used  to  designate  an  event  or  tmutt' 
tion,  which  is  to  take  place  before  some  otha 
event,  which  is  also  to  uke  place  in  future,  w 
are  never  used  to  express  an  event  which  badtc- 
tualty  occurred  at  the  time  of  speaking  them.  1> 
the  letter  in  question,  Mr.  Champagny  is  spetkiDf 
of  American  vessels  which  had  been  taken  sad 
brought  inio  French  ports  undt-r  their  decrees, 
npon  which  no  decision  had  taken  place,  sod  ^^ 
spectiog  the  release  of  which  he  had  beeo  ad- 
dressed  by  Mr.  Armstrong.  He  says  the  Empe- 
ror had  ordered  that  tbey  rhould  remain  seque** 
tered  (instead  of  being  condemned  accofdinfT  ^ 
the  decrees)  until  a  decision  may  be  bad  tbereoa 
according  to  the  dispositions  which  shall  biM 
been  expressed  by  our  Government.  Tbaii^O* 
dently,  the  dispositions  that  shall  hare  been^' 

Eressed  previous  to  such  decision ;  not  those  that 
ad  been  expressed  previous  to  the  time  of  writiV 
that  letter.  If  sueh  had  been  his  meaning,  he 
would  have  used  words  caleulated  to  express 
as  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  he  was  udsc- 
quainted  with  the  nse  of  language.  What 
tence,  then,  was  there  for  uuinuating— as  the  ges* 
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tleoui  was  nodentood  to  do— that  the  embargo, 
wbkh  w»  laid  Dearlv  a  month  before,  and  was 
not  known  there  until  nearijr  two  months  after, 
was  the  measure  alloded  to  in  that  letter,  and  that 
Ibere  mniC  han  been  some  secret  tmderstaDding 
between  thetwoGoTcmmentt,  by  which  the  meas- 
ure was  adopted  to  accommodate  France  ?  If  this 
was  the  meaning  of  what  was  said  and  intended 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  public,  it  is  an  additional 
proof  of  the  extreme  inconsisteDcy  of  gentlemen's 
arguments  and  objections  to  measures ;  who,  at 
one  moment,  tell  you  the  embargo  was  laid  to  ac' 
eommodate  France,  and,  in  the  next,  insist  it  was 
tfae  very  measure  that  Ureat  Briiaiu  wished  you 
to  adopt.  But  the  idea  that  this  House,  or  any 
branch  of  the  Ooveroment,  acted  under  the  influ- 
ence of  tbe  French  Emperor,  or  in  puntuance  of 
ao7  known  wishes  on  his  part,  is  too  absurd  to 
ivqaire  refatation,  and  too  ridieuU>as  and  im- 
probable to  gain  belief  among  men  possessing  any 
tolerable  portion  of  information.  There  is  not  a 
aolitary  fact  which  can  be  adduced  to  support  the 
assertion,  nor  will  any  fair  construction  of  the 
letter  in  question  give  it  the  Iea«t  plausible  eoan- 
ieoance. 

With  regard  to  the  style  of  the  letter  in  ques' 
tion,  I  feel  no  disposition  to  justify  it.  I  disap- 
prove its  tone  and  harshness  as  much  as  any  man 
ought  to  do;  but  I  cannot  see  in  it  that  tbreaten- 
ing  or  commanding  language  which  some  have 
Intended  to  discover.  The  object  of  the  letter 
appears  evidently  to  be  to  induce  this  nation  to 
join  France  in  the  war  rather  than  Great  Britain; 
and,  in  order  to  efiect  tbu  purpose,  the  writer  at- 
tempts, by  strong  refnvsentations  of  tfae  conduct 
(tf  Great  Britain  towards  us,  to  eoDTince  our  Min- 
uter that  we  ought  to  go  to  war  with  her,  and 
anya  that  Boaapafte,  believing  this  to  be  the  case, 
etmelttding  that  we  are  already  at  war  with  that 
nation,  is  willing  to  consider  us  associated  with 
France  and  the  other  Powers  of  the  European 
continent  who  have  to  defend  themselves  against 
England.  This  does  not  appear  to  me  to  contaiti 
a  mandate,  a  threat,  or  menace,  but  only  an  en- 
deavor to  persuade  this  iration  that  it  was  her 
interest,  and  cooitstent  with  her  duty,  to  join  in 
the  contest  against  Great  Britain,  and  as  an  in- 
ducement for  her  to  do  so,  it  was  stated  that  the 
French  Emperor  has  ordered  tbe  vessels  and  prop- 
erty taken  not  to  be  condemned,  but  only  to  be 
Ktained  sequestered,  until  it  is  known  what  the 
di^osttion  of  this  eoontry  may  be  on  the  subject. 
What  did  Great  Britain  say  two  years  ago  t  That 
unless  you  resisted  the  decrees  of  France,  she 
would,  Dotwithstandiog  the  treaty  then  proposed, 
reserve  tbe  rufht  to  act  as  circumstances  might 
reqaire  towards  yon— as  well  as  other  neutrals— 
■ad  to  adopt  measures  of  retaliation.  Is  not  this 
the  same  in  substance,  only  in  different  language, 
with  what  is  coataioed  in  the  above  letter?  Has 
DOi  Mr.  Canning  repeated  the  same  thing  to  your 
Ministers  at  London?  That  His  Majesty  had 
not  diaeovered  io  the  conduct  of  the  American 
Government  such  a  disposition  to  resist  the  de- 
crees of  France  as  would  induce  him  to  with- 
dmw  ike  note  containing  the  above  seBtimeats, 
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whieh  had  been  annexed  to  the  rejected  treaty  t 
and  although  he  stated  that,  if  the  treaty  bad 
been  ratified  by  us,  he  would  have  carried  it  into 
effect,  yet  he  would  still  reserve  the  right  to  re- 
taliate by  imposing  restrieliooa  on  neutral  eom-^ 
merce,  because  our  Oovernmeot  had  not  resisted,, 
in  the  manner  he  expected,  the  French  decrees^ 
To  me,  therefore,  tbe  conduct  of  those  two  Powd- 
ers appears  precisely  in  the  same  point  of  view 
in  this  respect ;  with  no  other  difference  except  as 
relates  to  the  commencement  of  their  system  of 
restrictions  on  our  commerce — and  this  pohkt  K 
shall  not  examine  at  this  time ;  but  after  that  sys- 
tem was  once  commenced,  each  Power  appeared 
to  use  every  means  it  possessed  to  ^et  us  involved 
io  the  war  against  the  other.  This  was  the  prin- 
cipal object  they  seem  to  have  hftd  in  view,  and 
in  this  they  have  hitherto  failed. 

It  has  been  stated  on  thift  floor,  upon  what  au- 
thority, or  for  what  purpose,  is  not  very  obrion^ 
that  tbe  embargo  has  been  better  received  in  Bog^ 
land  than  in  France.  This  may  or  may  not  be 
tbe  case,  for  we  have  no  coneet  informatioo  of 
bow  it  was  received  in  France,  and  very  little 
respecting  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  r^ 
ceived  in  Great  Britain ;  nor  can  it  be  very  mate- 
rial to  this  nation  which  of  those  Powers  thinks 
most  favorably  of  the  measure.  The  best  infor- 
mation from  Bngland  states  that  it  does  and  will 
press  very  severely  on  her  manufacturing  intei^ 
est,  and  that  thousands  will  be  thrown  out  of  en^- 
ployment  and  reduced  to  a  state  of  famine  for 
want  of  tbe  ordinary  means  of  support.  That 
our  importations  from  that  country,  which  are 
estimated  there  at  nearly  sixty  millions  of  dollars 
annually,  have  been  almost  entirely  stopped  in 
consequence  of  the  embargo ;  no  orders  having 
been  sent  for  them  by  our  merehants.  This  im- 
mense sum  will  therw>re  no  longer  flow  into  that 
country,  in  supplies  or  specie;  their  goods  will 
remain  in  tfae  bands  of  the  manufacturers,  and 
not  in  their  warehouses,  there  being  no  other  part 
of  the  world  to  wfaicfa  tfaey  can  send  tfaem  for 
consumption.  This  will  carry  tbe  effects  of  the 
embargo  home  to  every  class  of  society  in  that 
country  ;  the  people  will  sensibly  feel  them,  will 
see  the  causes  that  produced  them,  and  speak  to 
their  Government  in  a  tone  of  language  that  will 
command  their  attention.  In  addition  to  this 
tfaat  country  will  be  deprived  of  about  6fteen  mil- 
lions of  pounds  of  cotton,  which  she  annually  re- 
ceived from  as,  being  about  one-half  the  amount 
of  the  article  reqnirM  to  supply  her  manufactories. 
This  cannot  be  furnished  her  from  any  other  part 
of  the  world,  and  of  course  her  trade  will  be  pal- 
sied ;  her  manufactories  must  stop ;  a  great  por- 
tion of  those  engaged  in  this  business  will  be 
thrown  out  of  employ,  and  increase  the  general 
scenes  of  rnin  and  distress  in  tfacoation.  Tfaese 
circumstances  have  already  alarmed  the  people  of 
tfaat  country,  made  very  serious  impressions  on 
tbe  best  informed  men  there,  and  produced  nume* 
rous  applications  to  their  Government  for  peace 
with  America.  A  distinguished  member  of  their 
Parliament  has  given  notice  that  he  would  move 
to  i^al  the  Orders  in  Coiucil.  If  we  wanted 
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•evidence  of  ibe  effects  of  the  embargo,  we  bare 
lien  the  strongest  proofii  that  could  be  eipected 
-on  the  aafaject.  And  further,  with  respect  to  tbe 
«aa8M  that  prodneed  this  mearare,  tbe  aUeat 
jtatesmen  in  England  hare  stated  on  the  floor  of 
ParliameDt,  io  direct  contradiction  of  what  has 
been  stated  here,  that  the  Orders  in  Council  were 
to  this  country  jost  cause  of  war.  Thejr  were 
Iherefore  certainly  sofficient  to  authorize  tbe  em- 
bargo. 

But,  you  hare  been  told  that  the  present  state 
of  our  public  affairs  is  not  to  he  attribated  to  the 
proceediogs  of  the  belligerent  Powers,  but  to  tbe 
conduct  of  own  GoTerament  in  rejecting  tbe  pro- 

Esed  Treaty  with  Great  Britain.  That  treaty 
s  been  examined  in  this  House  already,  in  a 
kianiier  which  renders  it  uoneeessary  for  me  to  go 
at  large  into  the  subject ;  but  it  may  be  proper  to 
■olice  some  circomstaneet  alteDdine  ibat  instra- 
meot^and  draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some 
of  the  prorisioas  it  contained.  In  the  first  place, 
that  treaty  was  presented  to  our  Gorernment,  for 
their  aeeeptaace,  accompanied  by  a  mandatory 
note  annexed  thereto,  containing  a  threat,  that  if 
vou  did  not  resist  the  French  decree  of  November, 
1806.  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  tbe  views  of  Great 
Britaiih  abe  would,  at  your  expense,  adopt  meas- 
ures of  retaliation,  and  expressly  reserving  the 
tight  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  you  should  ratify 
the  treaty;  while  on  your  part  you  would  have 
been  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  without 
any  condition  or  reservation  whatever.  Thus,  she 
would  have  had  the  power  to  adopt  soch  measures 
of  retaliation  as  she  migb  t  choose  to  consider  your 
eondttion  required—might  let  loose  all  her  engioes 
of  deatroetlon  against  your  commerce,  while  you 
were  bound  by  the  treaty  not  to  adopt  a  single 
measure  that  would  really  affect  her  trade  or  inter- 
est. To  accept  a  treaty  under  such  circumstances 
would  disgrace  tbe  government  of  any  indepen- 
dent nation.  Tbe  American  people  would  spurn 
with  indignatioB  those  who  should  soccamo  in 
such  a  manner  to  any  foreign  Power,  and  agree  to 
ratify  a  treaty  accompaniM  by  eonditioDs  so  hu- 
miliating to  this  nation,  even  supposing  there  bad 
been  no  other  objections  to  the  instrument  itself. 
But,  upon  examining  that  instrument,  (as  shall 
be  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter,)  it  will  be 
found  that  this  Government  is  there  bound  not  to 
prohibit  importations  from  or  ex  porta  lions  toGreat 
Britain  — being  thereby  deprived  of  the  only  means 
we  possessed  of  coercing  that  nation,  while  she  is 
not  bound  in  a  single  instance  in  wnich  you  are 
nMUerially  interested.  To  place  ^our  Government 
in  this  situation,  therefore,  by  ratifying  that  treaty, 
would  be  to  sacrifice  the  best  interests— the  honor 
and  dignity  of  the  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  IUndolpb) 
farther  stated^  that  tbe  want  of  a  provision  re- 
apecting  the  impressment  of  our  seamen  was  al- 
leged by  our  Government  as  the  principal  objec- 
tion to  ratifying  the  treaty;  and  he  observed  that 
the  informal  arraoeement  agreed  upon  by  the 
Commtssioaers  of  the  two  Powers,  contained  in 
an  unofficial  note,  written  by  those  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  oar  'Miniaiera^  wai  such  as  ought  to  bare 


satisfied  our  QoveparaeBt  on  this  point.  UpsncS- 
amining  this  part  of  the  subject,  we  shall  find  that 
this  Informal  note,  so  much  relied  upon,  if  it  wis 
rateulaled  to  have  any  effect,  left  the  prinei^  of 
imfn^asment  In  a  situation  more  unfavorable  on 
our  part  than  it  was  before,  and  did  not  is  ae^ 
respect  go  to  correct  the  practice.  The  Anen- 
can  Government  never  did  admit  that  Cheat  Bri^ 
ain  had  a  right  to  impress  her  own  seamen  fros 
on  board  our  merchant  vessels.  She  insisted  she 
had  soch  right,  aad  the  qoestioo  rested  thus  aait»- 
cided — it  being  insisted  on  by  the  one  side  strenn- 
ously,  and  (it  is  believed  correctly)  denied  by  tbe 
other,  that  soch  principle  or  practice  was  nae- 
tioned  by  tbe  laws  of  nations.  Id  this  cekbrste^ 
unofficial  or  informal  note,  so  satisfactory  oa  tfaii 
subject  to  tbe  gentleman,  Great  Britain  insisis  oi 
tbe  right,  and  also  on  the  practice ;  and  oalyMTs 
that  coostruetions  bare  been  giT»  and  suH  ae 
repeated  to  exercise  that  right  with  cautioii,&b— 
still  retaining  tbe  right  to  impress  those  sbeBiy 
call  her  own  seamen  from  on  board  your  dripa 
Great  Britain  has  made  similar  proiessioni  nr 
years  past.  These  are  no  aew  professioas,  boi  a 
repetition  of  tbe  former  ones ;  and  under  thess  4ie 
has  incessantly  impressed  yonr  seamen;  and  there- 
by, as  well  as  by  other  means,  embarrassed  and 
harassed  your  commerce.  It  was  stated  that  (hii 
informal  note  corresponded  with  the  project  prs- 
pustd  by  our  Ministers  .on  this  subject,  in  coa- 
ibrmity  with  the  instroctions  they  had  receirat 
from  theirowD  Government;  and  itwasalsoilats^ 
that  the  only  objection  to  this  arrBngemem 
that  this  note  was  not  formal  or  official. 

This  statement  will  be  found,  upon  exawm- 
tion,  not  to  be  correcL  Thete  were  two  prqwti 
under  discussion^  the  one  proposed  by  our  luui- 
tersj  under  the  directions  of  our  Qevernment,  ibI 
the  other  a  counter  project  prc^iMed  by  the  eon* 
missioners  of  Great  Britain,  and  entirely  ditt- 
greed  to  by  our  Ministers.  The  former  of  these, 
after  some  unimportant  amendments  proposed 
by  the  said  commissiooera  and  agreed  to 
our  Ministers,  was  laid  before  the  British  Qorers' 
ment,  and  by  them  rejected.  This  is  the  oslf 
project  that  oad  the  assent  of  our  Ministers  or  tke 
approbation  of  our  Government.  By  ibie  piv- 
ject,  the  pretended  right  set  up  by  Great  Bntsin 
to  impress  her  seamen  when  found  on  board  w 
vessels  is  entirely  abandooed,  the  principle  islw 
out  of  the  question ;  and  it  is  stipulated  that  tke 
contracting  parties  shall  respectively  enact  hn, 
whereby  it  shall  be  made  penal  iior  the  comau* 
ders  of  ressela  of  either  of  the  said  parties  to 
ceive  deserters  frmn  tiie  Teasels  of  the  other;  aid 
it  alao  provtdea  for  deliTeriag  up  soch  desertHti 
when  the  ressel  having  them  on  board  shaU  ar 
rive  at  any  port  of  the  party  to  which  ther.'*' 
long.  This  project  provides  eomfrfctely  agaiiit 
the  British  jH^ice  of  impressing  seamen  j  rdiij 
qoishes  the  right  to  impiess  claimed  by  her,  aio 
provides  against  abuses  ob  either  side.  TbaoB* 
official  note  alluded  (o^  so  f&t  from  eoBtaioin( 
stipulations  corresponding  with  those  ia  this  pt*- 
ject,  has  not  a  single  proviMon  of  a  simjlar  natw*. 
or  any  one  calonwed  to  afibtd  oar  •eeawa  m 
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likfl  wearitr  j  on  the  eoDlaxf i  it  ezpresaJy  recog- 
nises the  prioeipte  and  reaerres  the  right  to  im- 
prcn  their  seamen  on  board  our  ressels ;  and  ooly 
gives  assnrances  that  instructioos  shall  be  given 
aid  enforced  for  the  observaDce  of  the  greatest 
caution  in  exercising  that  right,  &c.  It  may  be 
proper  here  to  read  this  note  so  highly  approved 
of  by  the  gentleman  ;  it  will  merit  the  attention 
«{ tbe  Honse,  and  nhow  what  kind  of  provision 
be  is  willing  to  accept  for  the  security  of  Ameri- 
can eitizcas.  [Here  Mr.  C^MrBSLL  read  the  note 
and  the  project  and  connter  project.]  The  House 
nut  now  tee,  said  Mr.  CI.,  that  this  note  contains 
BO  itipalaiioDs  in  any  ma&aer  corresponding  with 
those  in  the  project  in  question.  It  pwTtdes  no 
lemedy  against  the  eril  complained  of,  it  prom- 
ises BO  ai^itianal  security  to  oar  seamen.  Great 
Britain  always  pretended  she  was  wiUiti^  to  give 
op  oar  impressed  seamen  when  their  citizenship 
was  proved,  and  that  she  only  claimed  the  right 
ID  impress  her  own  seamen  and  sot  ours;  inis 
note  does  no  more;  it  makes  no  new  provision ; 
bat  merely  repeats  the  same  professions  and 
promises  that  had  been  made  and  disregarded  in 
practice^  for  years  before.  It  does  not  therefore 
IB  my  view  place  the  subject  of  impressments  on 
BO?  ground  more  favorable  to  us  than  it  was  on 
before.  It  would  not  then  be  considered  as  any 
aofastantial  inducement  to  agree  to  the  rejected 
treaty;  and  the  merits  of  that  instrument  rested 
w  precisely  the  seme  grounds  they  would  do,  if 
no  arraBgcment  whatever  bad  been  made  on  this 
eolijeel  j  and  I  apprehend  bo  American  will  ven- 
tore  to  assert  that  our  Qoveronent  ought  to  have 
fuified  a  treaty,  which  made  no  provision  to 

Kird  our  citizens  against  impressment,  which 
i  nnadjnsted  by  far  the  mosi  important  matter 
of  difference  that  was  in  discussion,  and  the  prin- 
cipal object  at  least,  if  not  the  only  one  for 
vbieh  an  extraordinary  mission  was  sent  to  that 
eoSQtry, 

There  is  another  provision  in  this  treaty  that 
has  been  already  alluded  to,  4bich  deserves  more 
particolar  attention.  It  is  that  by  which  this 
OoremraeDt  is  prevented  from  prohibiting  the 
exportation  or  importation  of  any  articles  to  or 
from  Qteat  Britain.  It  is  eoataised  in  the  5ih 
article  and  is  in  the  fcdlowing  words.  "Nor  shall 
'  BDy  prohibitions  be  im](K>sed  on  the  exportation  or 
'  importation  of  any  arucles  to  or  from  the  territo- 
*  ries  ef  the  two  parties  respectively,  which  shall 
'  not  eqnaUy  extend  to  all  other  nations,"  dbc. 
This  provision  at  first  view  might  seem  to  be 
reciproeal,  but  upon  examination  it  will  be  found, 
that  io  practice  it  would  have  no  reciprocity  in 
it.  The  articles  we  receive  frinn  Great  Britain 
*n  chiefly  Inxories,  that  we  could  without  much 
serioos  inconvenience  dispense  with,  and  which 
nifbt  be  obtained  from  other  countries,  with 
Bfarly  the  same  advanuges  and  eqoal  facility 
that  they  are  from  her ;  whereas  those  articles 
which  she  receives  from 'us  are  of  the  first  neces- 
•ity  to  her,  withont  which  her  territories  oould 
Bot  well  subsist,  awl  such  as  she  could  not  he 
npplicd  with  from  aOy  other  quarter  of  the  world ; 
Beither  cwU  she  fiad  CHBtoiKers  for  tbose  attioles 


H.  OP  a. 


of  manufacture  which  we  receive  from  her,  to 
the  amount  of  about  sixty  millions  of  dollars: 
while  00  the  other  hand  the  whole  continent  of 
Europe,  and  other  parts  of  the  world,  would  fur- 
nish markets,  nearly  if  not  altogether  equal  to 
those  of  Great  Britain  for  our  productions.  In 
this  view  of  the  subject  there  is  uo  reciprocity  In 
this  provision;  its  advantages  are  entirely  oil 
the  part  of  Great  Britain.  It  never  can  be  her 
interest  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  her  manu- 
factures to  this  country,  or  the  importation  of 
most  of  our  productions  into  her  territories,  for 
which  there  is  always  a  great  demand }  she  neVer 
conld  produce  anr  serious  impression  on  us  hj 
such  a  measnre;  sue  would  herself  feel  it  much 
more  severely  than  we  would,  and  it  would  prove 
much  more  destructive  to  her  interests.  But  it 
might  be  vastly  important  for  us  to  prohibit  im- 
portations from  that  country,  as  well  as  exporta- 
tious  to  it ;  we  could  supply  ourselves  from  other 
countries,  and  find  other  markets  for  our  produce, 
while  at  the  same  time  we  would  by  such  a  mea- 
sure produce  the  most  serious  impression  upon 
that  nation,  and  aSect  her  interests  in  the  most 
vital  part.  Nothing  can  prove  this  more  clearly 
than  the  present  state  of  our  public  affairs,  the 
necessity  we  have  been  under  of  resorting  to  the 
embargo,  and  the  effect  it  is  likely  to  produce.  If 
circumstances  had  rendered  it  proper  to  confine 
its  operation  to  one  nation  only,  its  pressure  would 
hare  been  equally  severe  on  that  nalion,  while  its 
effects  would  have  been  much  less  severely  felt 
by  us.  By  the  provision  in  this  treaty  you  would 
not  adopt  such  a  measure  unless  it  were  general; 
you  cannot  prohibit  the  importation  of  goods  from 
Great  Britain,  or  the  exportation  of  your  own 
productions  to  that  country — you  are  in  fact  de- 
prived of  the  control  of  the  produce  of  your  own 
soil,  your  hands  are  as  it  were  tied  up;  you  are 
called  upon  to  relinquish  the  strong  hold  you 
have  upon  that  nation,  the  only  effectual  means 
to  coerce  her  to  do  you  justice,  and  thereby  to 
sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  your  own  country. 

You  are  told  your  Government  ought  to  have 
ratified  this  treaty,  which  secures  to  Great  Britain 
everything  of  any  consequence  tbat  she  could  de- 
mand, and  leaves  unadjusted  the  mo&t  important 
object  to  this  country  that  was  in  discussion.  All 
the  matters  in  which  her  interest  was  particularly 
concerned  have  been  finally  settled :  toe  aflTair  of 
primary  interest  to  this  country,  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  dispute  between  the  two  natione  for 
years,  and  more  than  any  other  seemed  to  require 
a  speedy  adjustment,  is  reserved  for  further  nego- 
tiation ;  that  part  of  the  contract  which  is  pecu- 
liarly favorable  to  her  views^  is  completely  settled 
and  binding  on  us ;  that  which  is  all-importaDt  to 
the  personal  security  of  our  citizens,  and  in  which 
the  interest  of  the  nation  is  deeply  concerned,  is 
to  be  discussed  hereafter ;  and  she  is  in  the  mean 
time  unfettered  with  any  binding  arrangments  on 
the  subject,  while  your  hands  are  bound  up,  your 
powers  of  legislation  restricted  with  reeara  to  the 
disposition  of  your  own  productions,  and  deprived 
of  the  very  means  you  possess  hjr  nature  to  com- 
pel her  to  honorable  terms.   This  is  the  Tiew  I 
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eatertaio  of  this  subject,  and  there  is  no  other  H;bt 
io  which  I  apprehend  it  can  be  fairly  seen.  Sup- 
pose the  treaty  bad  been  ratified,  and  ^ou  had  af- 
tervards  called  on  Great  Britain  to  adjust  the  dis- 
pute in  regard  to  impressments;  what  would  she 
say?  She  would  have  nothing  to  gain  by  such 
adjustment ;  to  effect  it  she  roust  surrender  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  right  she  had  long,  though  rery  unjustly 
claimed,  ana  there  was  nothing  left  on  our  part 
important  to  her  that  would  make  it  her  interest 
to  do  so.  She  must  therefore  feel  disposed  to  de- 
cline such  adjustment ;  she  would  no  doubt  do 
so ;  and  might  regard  your  resentmeot  so  long  as 
ihti  treat?  existed;  you  could  adopt  no  lAeaaore 
that  would  injure  her  commerce  or  in  any  man* 
net  affect  her  interest.  Under  such  circnmstanees, 
therefore,  a  disposition  on  her  part  to  settle  this 
important  matter  of  difference,  respecting  which 
she  has  been  so  tenacious  could  not  be  eipeeied. 

It  is  natural  here  to  inquire  what  could  have 
induced  our  Ministers  to  agree  to  any  treaty  that 
left  unadjusted  the  most  important,  and  I  may  say 
the  principal  object  of  their  mission,  and  that  in 
direct  contradiction  to,  and  io  the  very  teeth  of 
their  instructions  7  It  is  well  known  that  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen  has  excited  more  sensi- 
oility  in  this  country  than  any  other  matter  of 
difference  between  the  two  nations ;  it  was  the 
principal  ground,  as  has  been  understood,  for  the 
last  extraordinary  mission  to  Oreat  Britain.  It  is 
well  understood,  that  a  resolution  passed  in  the 
Senate,  declaring  the  expediency  of  adopting  ef- 
feotiul  measures  for  protecting  oar  seamen  and 
trade,  &c.  had  considerable  weight  in  producing 
that  mission.  The  instructions  to  our  Ministers 
were  positive  on  this  subject;  they  understood  them 
so,  and  state  (document  3,  page  that  they 
were  aware  that  their  instructions  imposed  on 
them  the  necessity  of  providing  satisfactorily  for 
tbisgreat  interest,  (speuingof  imoresaments,  dec.) 
as  one  of  the  conditions  on  whicn  a  treaty  shall 
be  formed ;  and  the  words  of  the  instructions  are 
(documents,  part  3,  page  5 :)  "  The  importance  of 
'  an  effectual  remedy  for  this  practice,  derives  ur- 
'  gency  from  the  licentiousness  with  which  it  is  still 
'  pursued,  and  from  the  growing  impatience  of  this 
'  country  under  it.  So  indispeosatne  is  some  ad- 
'  equate  provision  for  the  case,  that  the  President 
'  makes  it  a  necessary  preliminary  to  any  stipnla- 
'  tion  requiring  a  repeal  of  the  act  shutting  the 
*  market  of  the  United  States  against  certain  Bri- 
'  tish  manufactures.**  Tetwlth  these  instructions 
before  them,  our  Ministers  concluded  a  treaty,  that 
contained  no  adequate  remedy  for  this  practice, 
"which  had  so  excited  the  national  sensibility," 
no  satisfactory  provision  for  this  great  interest, 
^  which  they  acinowledge  was  to  be  one  of  the 
conditions  upon  which  a  treaty  should  be  formed," 
nor  in  fact  any  binding  provision  whatever  on  the 
subject ;  and  yet  containing  a  stipulation  that  our 
markets  should  not  be  shot  against  any  British 
mannfactures,  thereby  providing  for  the  repeal  of 
the  non-importation  taw  referred  to  in  the  instruc- 
tions. They^  have  therefore  acted  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  their  instructions,  and  to  the'onderstand- 
ing  of  those  iostruotions  by  themseWes.  They 


Apiii^  1806. 


have  omitted  the  principal  aad  mest  importait 
stipulation  requirea  by  our  Qoverameot, and  hart 
agreed  to  one  that  they  were  expressly  forbiddea 
to  agree  to,  without  the  other  being  adopted  ait 
preliminary.  The  informal  note  has  been  alrndj 
shown  to  contain  no  adequate  provision  on  this 
subject.  If  it  has  any  effect,  it  in  fact  leavesitia 
a  worse  situation  than  it  was  before,  as  it  would 
argue  a  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  right  to  loi- 
press,  &.C.  as  claimed  by  Great  Britain.  Nosoeh 
right  ought  ever  to  be  sanctioned  by  us.  Tbey 
have  no  more  right  to  come  oo  board  oar  tDer> 
chant  vessels  to  search  for  seamen,  than  they  bare 
to  come  into  oar  hotues  on  ahm  for  the  um 
purpose.  It  is  well  known  I  am  no  advocate  fn 
extending  foreign  commerce,  or  inTolTiog  tbs 
nation  in  unnceeuary  difficolties  io  support  ofit; 
but  if  we  have  a  national  flag,  those  ships  ibst 
carry  itougbt  to  be  protected  n^instiosuli,oaglu 
to  be  preserved  inviolaie;  rather  than  theyshraU 
be  subjected  to  be  visited  and  searched  forKuaet 
under  foreign  authority,  and  deprived  of  tlieir 
crews  at  the  pleasure  of  every  piratical  comman- 
der of  a  British  ship  of  war,  I  would  agree  to 
sink  every  American  vessel  that  sails  on  theocetn; 
declare  that  the  American  flag  shoald  neru 
again  float  in  the  breeze;  confineourtradewithiB 
our  own  limits,  and  do  wilhoot  foreigii  commerea 
I  have  been  unwillingly  forced  to  notice  this  put 
of  the  subject,  by  the  course  which  geotleeMi 
have  pursued  in  this  discussion.  1  have  oo*i^ 
in  the  least  d^ree  to  detract  Arom  the  merit  of  ' 
those  Ministers  who  eonelndcd  the  treatyinqicf- 
tion.  I  eoteitain  no  doubt  of  the  purity  of  tkai 
motives  and  the  sincerity  of  tbeir  desires  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  their  country ;  and  on  this 
ground  1  was  willing  to  let  this  part  of  tbs  subject 
rest  undisturbed,  if  the  gentleman  from  Virgioit 
(Mr.  R.)  had  not  entered  into  and  pressed  Aeia- 
cussion  ofit.  I  am  still  willing  to  think  favonUT 
of  and  excuse  their  conduct  m  agreeing  to  this 
treaty;  but  there  is  no  view  which  I  have  been 
able  10  take  of  the  subject,  nor  anything  that  hu 
been  advanced  io  the  discussion,  that  can  in  m| 
opinion  justify  that  eonduot,  or  reconcile  it  eitha 
with  principle  or  with  the  fundameoul  laws  of 
their  Government,  or  with  the  practice  aodusagff  : 
of  nations  on  such  occesioBS.  It  would  beadaa>  ' 
gerous  principle  to  establish  that «  Minister  at  ^ 
foreign  court,  could  act  in  diieet  omiosilion  fotbe  | 
wishes  and  express  inatraetiono  of  his  own  Gov-  ; 
ernment;  should  set  up  his  own  opinion  apiost 
that  of  the  legally  constiluted  authority  of  !>>> 
country ;  and  act  regardless  of  the  powers  and  di- 
rections he  might  receive  from  the  very  soDita 
from  which  he  derived  his  existence  as  a  Minister, 
and  to  which  he  was  accountable  for  his  conduct 
No,  sir,  this  can  never  be  justified,  it  never  can  be 
sanctioned ;  a  disposition  in  the  Gkivernment  mors 
than  usually  conciliatory  and  friendly  to  the  Mia* 
ister,  may  induce  them  to  pass  over  such  conduct 
without  public  censure*  but  they  never  caa  ap- 
prove  it.  They  never  can  Acknowledge  it  ascot- 
rect.  The  next  provision  in  this  treaty  wbica  , 
was  stated  by  the  gentleman  as  advantageoostt 
this  coopiry,  Mid  such  as  ongkt  to  have  prooond 
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it  I  favorable  reception  with  oar  GtoTernment,  is 
thai  respecting  the  colonial  trade-^we  will  see 
what  advantages  it  wascalcatated  to  afford.  The 
proTtsion  is  contained  tn  the  11th  article  and  is 
limiwd  to  the  duration  oT  the  present  hostilities. 
It  provides  that  daring  tbtkt  time,  the  produce  and 
nannfactarea  of  Europe  may  be  freeljr  carried 
from  the  United  States,  having  first  been  landed 
there  and  ceriain  duties  being  paid  thereon,  to  the 
eolooies  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain — and 
farther  it  is  also  provided  that  articles  the  growth 
and  produce  of  the  enemies'  colonies  may  be 
lirought  to  the  United  States,  and,  after  having 
paid  certaio  duties  there,  may  be  carried  from 
thence  to  any  port  of  Europe,  &e.  By  this  pro- 
vbion  yoa  are  restricted  in  your  trade  with  those 
colonies  to  the  produce  and  manufactures  of  Eu- 
rope alone,  except  so  far  as  regards  those  of  the 
United  States  ;  you  cannot  carry  an  article  the 
produce  or  manufacture  of  auf  part  of  the  worl^, 
of  Africa,  of  the  East  Indies,  or  any  other 
part  of  Asia,  to  those  colonies.  On  the  other  hand, 
jroti  cannot  carry  such  articles  as  are  the  growth 
orpiodaee  of  those  colonies  to  any  other  part  of 
the  world  except  Burftpe  or  the  United  States; 
yoQ  cannot  carry  them  to  any  part  of  Africa,  to 
the  East  Indies  or  any  other  part  of  Asia;  thus 
yonr  trade  with  those  eolooies  is  entirely  confined 
to  Europe  and  the  United  Stales — and  must  be 
carried  on  throdgh  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
where  it  is  subject  to  the  payment  of  certain  du- 
ties; the  produce  of  Europe  to  one  per  cent,  and 
that  of  the  colonies  to  two  per  cent,  ad  valorem, 
in  addition  to  what  has  been  hitherto  usual  in  such 
cases.  Thei^earethetEnns  proposed  by  thai  treaty, 
which  are  cafled  advantageous,  and  thejr  certainly 
place  that  trade  in  a  mnch  worse  situation  than  it 
has  been  in  for  many  years  past  (setting  the  late 
Orders  of  Council  of  Qreat  Britain  and  the  de- 
etee*  of  France  out  of  the  question.)  We  were 
and  still  are  at  liberty  to  carry  to  those  colonies, 
through  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  the  pro- 
duce and  manufactures  of  every  part  of  the  world, 
without  exception;  and  have  an  equal  right  to 
eany  the  produce  of  those  colonies  in  like  manner 
thraogh  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates  to  any  part 
(tf  the  world,  without  restriction  as  to  place.  This 
has  never  been  denied  vs  in  principle  b^  Great 
Briiaio.  The  ground  upon  which  she  insisted 
apoa  restricting  this  trade,  was,  that  we  had  no 
r^hl  as  a  neutral,  to  carry  on  in  time  of  war  a 
trade  with  her  enemies'  colonies  which  we  did  not 
posses*  or  enjoy  in  lime  of  peace;  a  principle 
which  is  not  founded  in  justice  or  reason,  nor  sanc- 
tioned by  the  laws  of  nations;  but  she  does  not 
pretend  to  restrict  the  extent  of  that  trade  in  re- 

Etd  to  the  different  parts  of  the  world— she  can 
ve  no  right  to  do  so — you  may  carry  the  produce 
of  these  colonies  through  the  ports  of  the  United 
Slates  to  Africa— to  the  East  Indies  and  to  any 
pirt  of  Am*  as  well  as  to  Europe— except  so  far 
as  the  last  mentioned  British  doctrine  may  affect 
it ;  and  so  yoa  may  carry,  in  like  manner,  the  pro- 
duce of  those  oeatral  countries  to  the  said  colo- 
sica.  By  the  provision  in  question,  yoa  would 
ilwreforefin  xegard  id  the  coltmial  trade,  be  entirely 
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cut  off  from  two  quarters  of  ihc  globe — and  yet 
you  have  been  told  on  this  floor  thai  the  colonial 
trade  was  by  this  treaty  placed  on  grounds  highly 
advantageousto  the  United  Slates.  lam  however 
unable  to  perceive  in  what  respect  those  advan- 
tages would  be  enjoyed  by  this  country.  There 
is  another  feature  in  this  treaty  which  merits  no- 
tice ;  it  regards  our  commerce  with  the  Britnh 
possessions  in  the  East  Indies.  The  3d  article 
limits  our  privilege  of  trading  with  those  posses- 
sions, to  a  direct  trade  from  the  United  States^  as 
well  as  to  them.  This  narrows  down  the  privi- 
lege weenjoyedunder  the  treaty  of  1794, by  which 
we  were  not  restricted  to  a  direct  trade  from  the 
United  Slates,  but  might  proceed  to  any  interme- 
diate market  that  circumstances  should  require. 
This  I  understand  is  considered  an  objection  of  a 
very  serioufi  and  important  nature. 

But  you  are  told  that  it  was  difficult  for  our 
Ministers  to  obtain  better  terms,  and  one  reason, 
perhaps  the  principal  one  given,  is,  that  Great 
Britam  was  soured  by  the  rejection  of  a  former 
treaty, (that  respecting  our  Northern  limits.)  No 
one  pretenda  that  this  treaty  ('respecting  limits) 
ought  not  to  have  been  rejected,  and  yet  its  rejec- 
tion is  stated  as  an  excuse  for  agreeing  to  another 
treaty,  equally  or  perhaps  more  exeeptioaable. 
Can  the  gentleman  wish  us  to  understand,  that 
because  Great  Britain  feels  herself  soured  by  the 
rejection  of  a  treaty,  which  it  is  admitted  ought 
not  to  be  adopted,  because  she  pouts  like  a  fretted 
child,  that  we  must  on  that  account  ratify  another 
treaty,  which  surrenders  to  her  our  best  rights  and 
interests,  merely  to  put  her  in  a  good  humor? 
Surely,  sir,  this  could  not  be  the  gentleman's 
meaning.  How  then  can  this  circumstance  affect 
the  (question  before  you?  For  whether  Great 
Britain  was  soured  or  not,  can  in  no  manner  af- 
fect the  merits  of  the  treaty  in  question,  or  justify 
our  Ministers.in  agreeing  to  an  instrument,  that 
in  any  one  point  anandoned  the  true  interests  of 
their  country.  If  the  gentleman's  object  was  to 
excuse  Mr.  Monroe  for  agreeing  to  this  treaty,^ 
(which  seemed  to  be  the  case,)  by  expressing  the 
reasons  why  he  eoold  not  obtain  a  better  one,  I 
am  wilting  those  reasons  should  have  all  the  ef- 
fect for  that  purpose,  which  they  are  calculated 
to  produce ;  bat  they  never  can  justify  his  con- 
duct in  disregarding  his  instructions  and  acting* 
beyond  ihe  authority  given  him  by  his  Govern- 
ment. Nothing  but  a  case  of  imperious  necessity 
could  do  this— the  occurrence  of  some  extraordi- 
nary event  unknown  to  his  Government,  which 
if  known  would  in  all  human  probability  induce 
them  to  give  the  authority  which  the  occasion 
might  require  him  to  exercise,  and  on  the  exercise 
of  which  the  salvation  or  security  of  his  country 
might  in  a  great  degree  depend,  when  it  might 
become  necessary  to  act  on  his.own  responsibility, 
to  risk  his  character  and  depend  on  his  Gorem- 
ment  to  sanction  his  eonduet.  Such  a  case  as 
this  alone  wonid  justify  a  total  deviation  from 
his  instructions.  But  in  the  present  instance  no 
such  case  is  pretended  to  have  existed— no  extra- 
ordinary change  took  place  in  the  relative  sitoation 
of  the  parties ;  and  there  is  no  cifcarastaace  a^ 
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teoding  the  transaetioa  that  ean  be  etMisidered  a 
snfficieot  justifieaiioo  for  his  conduct,  in  departing 
to  entirely,  and  on  so  important  and  iaterestiag  a 
poiot,  from  his  instruetions. 

The  geDtlcman  closed  his  objections  to  the  con- 
duct of  your  Gorernmeni  by  obsej-viog.that  after 
Great  Britain  had  been  soured  by  the  rejection  of 
B  former  treaty,  tbia  was  also  rejected ;  and  that 
these  were  the  causes  that  produced  the  embargo. 
I  hare  already  stated  my  irapressions  with  respect 
to  the  rejection  of  that  treaty,  and  also  in  renird 
to  the  causes  that  produced  the  embargo.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat  them  here,  or  indeed  to 
add  to  them ;  they  are  too  self-erideot  to  require 
much  elucidatioQ ;  they  not  only  justify  the  Oot- 
•rnmeat  in  rejecting  the  treaty,  but  they  prove 
that  the  adoption  of  it  in  the  form  it  was  presented, 
would  bare  fixed  a  utaio  on  the  American  charac- 
ter which  th«  blood  of  thoosaads  would  not  wash 
away.  It  would  hare  shown  that  we  were  cav- 
ern ed  in  all  our  actions  by  mercenarr  views  alone, 
calculating  the  profit  and  loss  of  tbe  contract,  and 
that  we  were  ready  to  barter  away  the  personal 
security  of  our  citizens,  end  even  surrender  our 
iodependenee,  rather  than  for^o  the  profiis  of  a 
temporary  commercial  arrangement,  ihope  sach 
a  course  will  never  be  taken.  I  had  rather  never 
send  a  ship  on  tbe  ocean  under  tbe  American  Sag, 
than  surrender  that  spirit  of  independence  neces~ 
sary  to  preserve  the  national  honor.  When  it  is 
in  question,  you  must  not  hesitate,  you  must  pre- 
serve  it  sacred  and  inviolate,  regardless  of  tbe 
consequences.  It  must  not  be  encroached  upon 
for  the  sake  of  avoiding  a  temporary  ioconveui- 
ence;  take  one  retrograde  step,  and  it  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  another;  submit  to  oae  demand,  and 
another  will  most  assuredly  be  made  upon  you. 
Suffer  the  national  spirit  to  yield  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  mereaaacf  views,  and  your  liberties  are 
gone  forever. 

Bat,  one  other  ground  was  taken  respecting  tbe 
conduct  of  our  Government  in  rejecting  the  treaty, 
which  seems  to  merit  some  notice.  Yon  are  told 
tiMt  a  principal  cause  for  rejectiog  the  treaty  was, 
that  the  arangement  in  regard  to  the  impressment 
of  seamen  was  informal,  and  yet  that  our  Gov- 
ernment were  wiliiofi;  lo  agree  to  an  informal  ar- 
rangement on  the  whole  subject,  and  it  was  asked 
if  they  were  willing  that  the  whole  should  be  in- 
formal, why  object  to  the  treaty  because  a  part 
was  informal?  This  statement  is  not  admitted 
to  be  correct  to  the  extent  insisted  on.  The  ob- 
jection was  to  the  terms  of  the  arraagemeatj  as 
not  containing  aa  adequate  provision  *^Dat  im- 
pressments, as  wdl  as  to  iis  being  unimcial  and 
informal ;  and  our  Ministers  were  only  authorized 
to  agree  to  an  informal  arrangement  on  tbe  whole 
subject,  in  tbe  event  that  they  could  not  succeed 
in  hnaliy  adjusting  tbe  important  matters  in  dif- 
ierenoe  between  tbe  two  nations.  But  supposing 
the  statement  to  be  correct  as  made,  though  at 
first  view  it  seems  to  possess  some  plausibiliiy,  it 
will  upon  examination  be  found  not  to  sup|K)rt 
the  ground  taken.   A  treaty  between  two  nations 

EeneraUy  consists  of  certain  concessions  made  by 
9th  parties  for  the  purpose  of  agreeiag  upoa  aome 
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geaeral  arrangement  that  shall  regnhite  the  coB' 
duct  of  each^  and  which  may  promote  the  mutul 
interests  of  both.  Each  partj  has  certain  poinli 
of  interest  in  view^  for  obtaining  which  it  is  will- 
ing to  yield  certain  advantages  or  make  ceruia 
concessions  to  the  oth^r.  Suppose  in  sueh  case 
one  of  tlie  parties  should  propose  to  settle  those 
points  only  which  were  favorable  to  its  own  in- 
terest, and  to  leave  unadjusted  and  for  future  dis- 
cussion those  matters  which  were  of  most  impoit- 
ance  to  the  interest  of  the  other  party;  if  tllela^ 
ter  should  agree  to  such  a  proposition,  it  would 
abandon  its  own  interests  and  surrender  its  jQit 
rights,  by  agreeing  to  a  permaQent  adjastmeaiof 
those  matters  that  are  advantageous  to  the  former 
party,  and  binding  itself  to  observance  of  soeh 
adjustment,  and  leaving  unsettled  for  further  di>* 
cusnon  those  matters  most  adraategeous  to  iudf, 
and  the  settlement  of  whitfh  was  the  oaly  iodoea* 
ment  it  had  toagree  to  the  terms  required  1^ nek 
former  party.  In  such  a  caee  as  this  It  would  be 
much  more  for  the  interest  of  the  latter  party  that 
the  whole  subject  shonld  remain  open,  and  lean 
it  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  those  advaotagesit 
possessed  by  nature,  and  which  would  commind 
irom  the  other  party  equal  and  honorable  terms. 
It  ought  not  to  bind  itself  in  fetters,  and  leave  the 
other  free  and  unencumbered  with  the  oDerooi 
part  of  the  contract.  Such  is  the  case  beiweea 
tbe  United  States  and  Great  Briuin.  We  were 
willing  to  raafae  certain  concessions,  in  order  te 
adjust  amicably  all  the  matters  in  dispute,  aod  ia 
particular  to  asafisfactory  and  adequate  prortsioa 
against  impressments.  But,  says  Great  Briiaiik 
''We  are  willing  to  accept  your  concessions  aw 
'  agree  to  terms  binding  oa  both  parlies  in 
'  gard  to  all  those  matters  advaalageoas  to  ou 
'  interest,  but  with  respect  to  the  impressment  of 
'  seamen,  the  affair  of  most  serious  importance  to 
'  our  interest,  which  was  the  primary  object  of  the 
'  D^oiiatioD,  that  must  remain  for  future  dii>cia- 
'  sion  and  adiustment,  and  at  most  subject  ooljr  to 
'  an  informal  arrangement  ]"  and  ibat  not  ad^ 
quate  in  itself,  and  in  no  way  binding  on  the  Oov- 
ernment.  To  this  our  Qovernmeut  would  not 
agree.  They  said,  we  wish  all  the  important  mat- 
ters in  dispute  adjusted  at  the  same  time,  as  well 
on  the  one  part  as  on  the  other.  Those  poiau  in 
difference  which  are  of  primary  interest  to  tbe 
Uuited  States  must  be  settled  or  we  will  not  sai^ 
render  the  advantages  we  possess.  We  will  aot 
agree  to  be  bound,  white  jrou  are  free.  If  a* 
geoeral  aud  formal  arraugeraenl  can  be  made  ef 
existiac  diftreaces,  they  must  remain  under  ^ 
best  informal  arraagemeot  that  can  be  agrted 
upon.  This  will  leave  each  party  in  the  posses' 
sion  of  ail  its  rights-aad  eoaUe  it  to  treat  on  an 
equal  footing  some  future  day.  Was  not  tha 
wise,  politic,  and  just?  Was  it  Dot  better  that 
the  whole  should  remain  unadjusted  than  that 
we  should  agree  to  a  partial  settlement,  whick 
left  entirely  out  of  view  or  at  least  did  not  ea^ 
brace  matters  of  the  very  first  interest  to  the  na- 
tion ?  If  we  have  no  treaty,  we  are  placed  by  at- 
ture  en  at  least  aa  equal  footing  with  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  she  must  ior  het  own  tatereat  eneoanfe 
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onr  trade ;  and  farther,  if  Or«at  Briuin  vovld 
Dot  agree  to  icule  tbe  great  poiot  of  difference, 
tbe  impreasment  of  seamen,  when  the  whole  mb- 
jeet  was  under  dinassion,  and  this  might  be  made 
the  coDdition  of  certain  advantages  yielded  to  her. 
eoald  it  be  expected  that  che  would  settle  it  in  a 
nanner  favorable  to  as,  when  we  had  retained 
nothing  to  offer  her  as  an  eqniiralent,  and  bad  de- 
prived ourselves  of  the  only  meatu  we  possessed 
of  awfcii^  it  her  interest  to  do  as  justice?  This 
could  not  be  expected,  and  onght  not  to  be  relied 
npon.  To  ratify  the  treaty,  therefore,  witboat 
an  adequate  provision  on  this  point,  would  be  to 
surrender  the  principle  in  dispute  in  regard  to  im- 
pressments, aud  abandon  your  seamen  to  tbe  mercy 
of  British  cruisers. 

I  canoot  sit  down  without  noticing  some  re- 
niarks  made  by  the  eeatlemaa  from  Maryland, 
when  he  was  np  on  this  subject ;  not  indeed  r^t- 
to  the  qaeatioa  before  yon,  but  tending  to 
thowthattfae  embargo  ought  to  be  repealed.  He 
told  jroa  the  embargo  was  extremely  oppressive, 
and  partial  in  its  operatien— that  the  people  ou 
yoQr  Northeast  frontiers,  bordering  on  Canada, 
Ae.,  would  supply  their  British  neighbors  with 
prorisioDs,  (which  mnsihe  by  vi(^ting  the  laws ;) 
while  tbe  people  of  his  district,  it  being  an  interior 
part  of  tbe  country,  have  no  opportunity  to  dis- 
pose of  their  produce  in  a  similar  manner,  that  is, 
by  eradtag  the  laws  of  their  country.  Can  the 
gentleman  be  serious  in  majciog  tbis  objection? 
This  is  oertainly  the  last  argument  tbat  could 
have  been  expected  from  a  gentleman  poesesting 
the  talents  for  which  he  ia  so  conspicuous.  The 
embargro  is  partial  it  seems,  because  the  people  in 
his  divtriot  hara  it  sot  in  their  power  fiaudulcatly 
to  evade  the  c^Mntion  of  it,  as  they  cm  in  some 
other  places.  The  laws  on  this  subject  do  not, 
cannot  aanction  snch  evasion.  Those  guilty  of  it 
are  liable  to  punishment.  This  is  welt  known— 
aud  I  feel  confident  the  gentleman  does  not  wish 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that  he  would  sanction 
or  connteDance  tbe  evasion  of  the  embargo  laws, 
if  it  were  in  the  power  of  his  constituents  to  do 
so.  Every  correct  principle  would  bind  him  to 
delect  and  punish  sucb  conduct  There  is  no 
doubt  there  are  evasions  of  these  laws  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union ;  bat  this  is  no  proof  that  tbe 
Jaws  are  in  themselves  partial— it  only  shows  tbat 
there  are,  in  those  parts  where  those  laws  are 
•vaded,  some  peraons  devoid  of  alt  principle,  who 
are  nemies  to  their  country,  ana  ougnt  to  be 
made  paUie  exMnples  of,  to  deter  others  from  such 
aoadnct.  I  eould  see  no  reason  for  the  charge  of 
partiality  in  regard  to  these  law*,  and  was  really 
utoniahedj  when  the  grounds  npon  which  it  was 
luda,  were  assigned.  [Mr.  Kav  explained  that 
he  had  said  tbat  a  law  to  be  fair  must  operate 
equally  on  all.]  I  do  notpCTceive,  said  Mr.  Cahp- 
iBLL,  that  the  gentleman's  explanation  places  his 
arg:ament  to  a  light  materially  different  from  that 
in  which  it  has  beencoaaidered.  It  amounts  snh- 
aiantiatly  to  this,  that  heeaase  these  laws  are  not 
perfectly  exeoated  in  every  part  of  the  UDioD, 
without  any  evasion  whatever,  they  most  he  con- 
ndered  a«  operating  partially,  and  e^tj  therefore, 


to  be  fepealed.  He  doee  sot  pretend  to  say  thai 
the  laws  are  in  ritemsetves  partial,  bat  that  they 
miypoBaibly  be  evaded  by  men  withoat  pHneiple, 
and  oestttme  of  pairiotinn,  and  that  on  thiagreana 
alone  your  officers  may]  not  be  able  to  carry  them 
into  as  complete  efieot  in  some  parts  of  the  Union 
as  io  others,  and  that  for  this  reason  they  may  not 
operate  eqaaliy.  Tbis  objection  weald  apply  with 
equal  force  to  every  law  io  the  Union.  They 
may  be  and  are  daily  evaded,  but  this  is  no  reasoa 
they  should  be  all  considered  partial  and,  there- 
fore, repealed.  Thef^entleman  stated  as  another 
serious  gronnd  of  objection  to  the  embargo,  the 
injurious  effeots  it  had  upon  the  fioberies,  by  de- 
priving thoM  ooncemed  m  them  of  a  market  for 
their  fish.  The  objeetien  was  hardly  to  be  ex- 
pected from  that  gentleman,  who  I  presume  haa 
been  very  tittle  coaveraant  with  this-  braoch  of 
commerce,  and  whose  conttitnents  (whose  inter- 
est be  appewrs  to  have  so  roach  at  heart)  cinnet 
be  particolarly  afifeoled  by  iL  The  details  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  have  been  aitfeSeBtly  ex- 
plained by  the  geatleman  from  fioath  Carolina, 
(Mr.  D.  R.  Williams.)  But  there  is  one  view 
of  it  which  seems  to  merit  further  notice.  The 
House  wlU  leoDlleet,  that  wben  the  embargo  lawi 
passed,  it  was  with  moch  diffieslty  the  fi^ermm 
were  permitted  to  go  est  to  carry  on  tbis  bnsinees. 
It  was  warmly  oontended  that  no  siieh  privilege 
should  be  extended  te  them— and  now  the  rerj 
ground  of  complaint  arises  from  this  very  privi- 
Fege.  If  you  had  io  your  embargo  laws  deprived 
them  of  this  privilege,  which  is  greater  than  any 
other  portion  of  citizens  enjoys,  there  woald  be 
no  ground  for  tbe  present  complaint.  If  they 
had  not  been  permitted  to  take  5sh,  they  would 
not  complain  for  want  of  a  iMrket  for  tMm.  It 
was  then  said  Aey  were  mueb  fiivored— il  ia 
now  said  they  are  very  much  opj^wsied ;  and  tbe 
great  eronnd  of  oppressitm  is  that  they  have  taken 
more  fish  than  tbey  can  get  a  good  market  for. 
This  may  oeeaaioa  them  some  ineonvenienoe,  bat 
certainly  it  is  not  greater  than  other  eittzeas  ea- 
perieoee,  if  it  be  so  great,  and  can  form  ao  jaat 
caase  for  repealing  the  embargo  lam. 

No  doubt,  said  Mr.  C,  the  Committee  are  fa- 
tigued with  this  long  sitting,  as  I  also  am  exhaosfr- 
ed  with  speaking  to  them.  I  feel  sensible  of  the 
oUigation  I  am  under  for  their  patient  attention, 
upon  which  I  wilt  trespass  no  longer;  but  vriH 
close  the  remarks  I  have  to  make  on  tbis  subject 
by  expressing  my  surprise  and  extreme  conoer* 
at  tbe  systematic  opposition  given  by  certain  gen- 
tlemen, from  the  commencement  of  the  session  to 
the  present  moment  (almost  at  tbe  close  of  U)  to 
eva7  measore,  either  reeommMded  by  tbe  Qor- 
emment  or  attempted  to  be  adopted  for  the  seoOr- 
ity  or  defence  of  tne  nation.  Efvery  measnre  cal- 
eulated  to  obtain  redress  for  past  injuriea-^o  re- 
pair tbe  insulted  feelings  of  toe  nation— to  resist 
ag^ressdons,  and  goarl  her  agaii^  impeading 
danger,  has  been  syatematicairy  and  uniforaaly 
opposed.  The  adoption  of  tbe  very  same  mea- 
sures heretofore  on  similar  oeoasions,  furnishes  no 
ground  to  believe  that  they  are  now  proper. 
Thoe  are  aeiae  lava  nridled  ameag  our  reaocda 
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■imilar  to  that  now  propoted  to  be  eoaoted ;  when 
theie  iDitaoees  are  produced,  gentlemeD  wbo  sup- 
ported them,  say  thejr  were  mistakea  in  passing 
them,  or  they  were  misled,  or  the  grounds  on 
which  they  passed  were  not  then  understood; 
they  have  just  discovered  they  were  all  wrong — 
at  all  events  the  measure  before  you  must  be 
wrong.   When  the  seuion  commenced,  it  was 
admitted  by  all  parties  that  the  nation  was  in  dan- 
ger, it  was,  therefore,  proposed  to  fortify  our  ports 
and  harbors;  this  was  declared  to  be  wrong,  and 
warmly  opposed  by  gentlemen.    It  was  then 
thoueht  necessary  to  build  guohoata  in  aid  of 
fbrtiScations  for  defenee.   This  was  also  wrong; 
they  would  be  of  no  lerviee ;  th«  czperieoce  <tf 
skilfol  men,  and  of  other  nations  on  tne  snbjeet, 
was  nU  mistaken,  was  not  to  be  r^rdad— the 
measure  was  altogether  wrong  and  gentlemen  op* 
posed  it.  Again  circumstanoea  presented  them- 
selves which  induced  the  Qorernment  to  recom- 
mend an  embargo.  This  measure  was  at  first  (I 
BDpposed)  hy  mistake,  conceived  by  gentlemen  to 
be  right,  and  as  buch  vigorously  supported,  but 
after  one  night's  reflection,  most  unfortunately,  it 
too  was  discovered  to  be  wrong  and  to  eodanger 
the  peace  of  the  oation.   It  was  proposed  by  the 
Government,  and,  therefore,  you  must  adopt  it, 
notwithstanding  the  same  gentlemen  told  you 
early  in  the  sewion  that  such  a  measure  would 
be  perfectly  correct,  and  ought  to  have  been  adopt- 
ed long  since ;  but  now  they  had  discovered  it  was 
manifestly  wrong.   The  apparent  dangers  of  our 
country  continued  to  increase,  and  it  was  consid- 
•red  necessary  and  proper  to  i^ise  a  small  tempo- 
nry  regular  iorce  for  the  purpose  of  national  de- 
ftnoe,  to  repel  iucursioaa  on  our  frontiers  and 
guard  against  surprise.  This  was  also  declared 
to  be  totally  wrong.  You  are  told  the  two  great 
belligerents  press  upon  you  so  severely  and  yet  so 
equally,  that  you  are  repelled  equally  from  both, 
and  in  do  danger  of  going  to  war  with  either,  and, 
therefore,  you  need  not  raise  a  man;  no,  they 
would  not  agree  to  enlist  a  single  soldier  until 
tbey  saw  the  enemy  at  your  very  doors.  This 
is  the  language  of  gentlemen.   Kven  those  who 
heretofore  ware  distinguished  as  friends  to  a  regu- 
lar army,  wbo  were  anxious  to  incrcaae  the  Mili- 
tary Peace  EstaUisbment ;  as  well  as  others  who 
SOI  long  since  proposed  to  raise  an  additional  force 
jfor  a  similar  purpose ;  all  at  once  became  enlight- 
ened on  tbia  subject,  and  by  some  happy  coinci- 
deace  of  acntimeot,  united  on  this  as  well  as  on 
other  subjects;  alt  the  dangers  of  their  country 
Tanishedirom  their  view;  they  lost  their  partial- 
ity for  a  standing  army,  and  their  reliance  for  de- 
fence on  a  regular  force  of  any  kind;  tbey  discov- 
ered bow  dangerous  they  were  to  civil  liberty; 
and  insisted  the  measure  was  unnecessary  and 
ought  not  to  be  adopted.   The  embargo  was  radi- 
cally wrong  when  it  was  laid,  and  ruinous  to  the 
country.   We  now  propose  a  measure  by  which 
it  may  probablv  be  removed ;  but  most  unfortu- 
nately this  is  also  wrong ;  it  is  not  the  offspring  of 
ceruin  geoilemeo,  it  did  not  spring  from  a  certain 
•onre^  therefore,  it  cannot  be  right;  besides  it 
ironld  Btake  the  President  too  popular,  if  cinum- 
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stances  should  authorize  him  under  Uie  proposed 
law  to  remove  the  embargo.  It  must  noibe  ooftc} 
nothing  can  justify  it.  You  were  wrong  in  im* 
posing  the  embargo,  and  you  are  not  right  in  pro- 
viding the  means  by  which  it  may  be  takea  ofll 
Tbe  people  of  America  will  judge  for  themselrei 
bow  well  calculated  such  a  course  of  preceediogi 
was  to  rindieate  their  violated  rights,  to  teenre 
their  most  important  interests,  and  prepare  tbe 
nation  for  defence  against  impending  dangers. 

At  five  o'clock  the  Committee  rose,  49  to  411; 
the  CBAtHHAM  decidinjif  in  the  affirmative,  and  ob> 
tained  leave  to  sit  again. 

FatDAT,  April  15. 
DBATH  OF  MR.  CROWmNSHIELD. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  was  read — 
Mr.  Bacon  said :   I  rise  with  feelings  erf'  the 
deepest  sensibility  to  perform  a  solemn  and  psia- 
fut  duty.   It  is  to  announce  to  tbe  Hoase  the 
death  of  my  friend  and  colleague,  Mr.  Caowmi- 
BHiELn,  who  expired  this  morning  at  six  o'dosk. 
V/bereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.Fisc, 
Raolved,  urumimoutfy.  That  a  'ixunniittM  bs  tf- 
pointed  to  take  order  for  sBperiatendiqg  the  fuaoi) 
Ju»a  CaowjcmsaiBui,  late  a  BepnsentatiTe  fisntti 
StiUe  of  Musachusetta. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Cdtts,  Mr.  TAaaABT.Mr. 
Q,DiiiCT,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Qbbbm,  Mr,  Elt,  *»i 
Mr.  Baoom,  be  appointed  a  comraitlee,  pnaniat 
to  tbe  said  resolution. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  WilliaMB, 
Sttohed,  utumimoMljf,  That  the  memben  of  tbii 
House  will  tasti^  their  raspeetlbithe  menoiyflf  Ja- 
cob CaewmtraiBLB,  late  one  of  their  body,  Iqr  mir- 
ing crape  on  tbe  left  arm  for  one  montlk 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newtok, 

Ruohed,  unanitnoutly,  That  the  memban  of 
Hooae  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Jacob  Caowr- 
ursBitLD,  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shimb, 

moMly,  That  a  meaaage  be  seatH 
the  Senate  to  notify  tttem  of  tike  4e^  <tf  Jac» 
CaowxiifSBiBUi,  late  a  member  of  this  Honae  sal 
that  hta  funeral  will  take  place  to-momw  monuag* 
ten  o'dock. 


Saturdat,  April  16. 
The  House  met  at  nine  o'clock,  and  after  icai* 
ing  tbe  Journal,  adjourned  till  twelve  o'clock,  la 
order  toattend  tbe  funeral  of  Mr.  Caowninsnisuk 
The  House  met  accordingly  at  twelve  u'ctoek. 
A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Uoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  Aa 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  uie  Treattary  » 
pay  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  trint, 
the  amount  of  certain  bills  drawn  by  Joha  Arm' 
strong,  Miubter  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Court  of  France,  on  the  Treasury  of  the  Uoiiea 
States also,  a  hill,  entitled  •*  Ao  act  to  coailDae 
in  force,  for  a  further  time,  an  act,  oititled  "An 
act  for  the  more  effectual  iH-eservation  of  pM<* 
in  tbe  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Static 
and  in  the  waters  under  theu  jBaaJiclioB-" 
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Mr.  €lDtHinr  preieB(«d  pttitioaa  retpeoting  the 
o|)erauon  of  the  embargo  m  reUtioD  to  fish. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  wbom 
the  sDbjeet  had  bera  referred. 

The  bill  aeot  from  the  Senate,  eotiiled  ''Aq  act 
■ttthorixiDg  the  Seeretaty  of  the  Treasarjr  to  pay 
to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasarjr,  in  triut,  the 
■motut  of  certain  bills  drawB  bf  John  Armstrong, 
Misitter  from  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of 
France,  on  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  WbfJe  on  Monday  next 

The  bUl  teat  from  the  Sennta,  entiUed  *<An  act 
to  oontiade  in  forte,  for  a  further  time,  an  act, 
CD  tided  ■'An  net  for  the  more  effeetoal  preserration 
of  pence,  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Btatea,  and  inthe  waters  under  their  jnrisdietion," 
was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

The  Hotwe  teaolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
Smith  and  Darius  Gates,  jointly,  and  Darius 
Gates,  separately.  The  hill  was  reputed  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  be  eogroasedand  rtad 
the  third  time  on  Monday  next 

The  Hoose  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act, 
milled  "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  certain 
j»Be*,  to  Bute  Judges  aod  State  Courts,"  and  for 
othev  purposes.  The  bill  waa  reported  without 
aneadmeDt,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  ahird  time  m  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senateiioformed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^'Aa  act 
fbr  eke  esiablisbmenc  of  a  Turnpike  Company  in 
thej»Huty  of  Alexnndria,in  the  Distrtcf  of  Coluio- 
Wa." 

PUBLIC  OOMTRACT8. 

The  House  proeteded  to  consider  the  amend- 
meou  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An  act 
eoncerning  public  cootraets." 

Mr.  B1.88BTT  eongratnlated  the  friend*  of  the 
bill  that  another  sanction  had  been  giren  to  the 
niDciple  esublished  by  the  IhII.  The  Executire 
Drpartmeat  had  long  since  sanctioned  it;  the 
Hoose  of  Representatives  had  gireo  it  their  sanc- 
tion by  a  large  majority,  and  the  consent  of  the 
Eleoate  was  manifested.  The  only  material  amend- 
ment made  to  the  bill  by  the  Senate  was,  that  of- 
fenders were  to  be  panisned  by  fine  tnatead  of  in- 

CaehmnL  All  the  braocbea  of  Goreroment 
ring  declared  that  the  eoonexion  in  contracts  of 
Mcmfers  of  Congress  was  a  political  immoralitf ; 
and  betDg  ao,  00  oim  could  o>h<ieet  to  punishing  it. 
He  therefore  hoped  the  ameadments,  though  ma- 
terial, woold  be  agreed  to,  as  it  was  infinitely 
■aora  important  to  establish  the  priaeiple  than 
10  Cx  the  mode  of  punishment. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Q^tHor,  that  the 
■aid  bill  and  araendmmu  do  lie  on  the  table :  and 
the  question  betng  takea  theienpooi  it  paaied  ia 
the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hollaho,  to 
■trike  oat  the  second  section  of  the  said  amcad- 
mcnu:  and  the  qaestton  beiag  put  thereupon,  it 
waa  rcBolred  in  Vm  affirmatiT*. 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bina,  to  amend  the 
said  amendments,  by  striking  out  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  same,  the  worm,  other  than  tueh 
at  are  herein  exc^tted:  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  John  Mokt- 
ooHBRY,  further  to  amend  the  said  amendments, 
by  insertiog,  after  the  word  "  agreemeot,"  and  be- 
fore the  word  "  made,"  in  the  fourth  line  of  the 
first  section,  the  words,  hereafter  to  be  and  the 
quesiioQ  being  uken  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Kellt,  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  said  amendments. 
And  on  the  qaestion  thereupon,  it  passed  in  the 
negitive. 

A  motion  waa  then  made  hy  Mr.  Gairbtt,  that 

the  House  do  reconsider  their  vote  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate :  and  on  the  question  for  reconsideration,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  strike  out  the  said  seeond  section ;  and 
passed  in  the  negative. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bibb, 
to  reconsider  the  vote  to  strike  out  from  the  fotirth 
section,  the  words, "  other  than  euch  as  are  herein 
excepted:"  UTid  on  the  question  for  reconsidera* 
tion,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  strike  out  the  worda  before  recited, 
and  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  NicHoi.A.e  to 
reconsider  the  vote  to  insert  in  the  first  aeetlon 
the  wordsj  **  hereafter  to  be and  on  the  question 
for  reeonaideratioa,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  insert  the  said  words, "  hereafter  to  be;" 
and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  then  the  main  question  being  taken  that 
the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  amendments, 
as  amended,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  59,  nays  27  as  follows : 

Tiu — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Bm^ 
wsU  Bassett.  WUUsm  W.  Bibb,  WUlism  Blackl«d^, 
John  BUke,  jnn.,  Thomas  Blonnt,  Robert  Brown,  Wfl* 
liam  A.  BurweH,  William  Butler,  Joseph  GanuHm, 
George  W.  Campbell,  John  Chmton,  HowsU  OoMb 
John  DawsMi,  JoesfA  Desha,  Wiuiam  Ftndky,  Jaaaaa 
Fisk,  James  M.  OameU,  Charles  G^boraagh,  Pe- 
terson Ghwdwyn,  Edwin  Qnj,  John  Hanis,  WiHiam 
Hoge,  David  Hi^m  Bogamin  Howard,  John  6. 
Jsekson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Edward 
Lloyd,  Nathaniel  Mscon,  Robert  Marion,  William  Me- 
Grseij,  Daniel  MoDtyomery,  jun.,  John  Montgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Randol^ 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richarda,  Matthiaa 
Richards,  Dennis  Smelt,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Ricbsrd  SUnford,  John  Taylor, 
Abram  IVigg,  George  M.  Troop,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Daniel  C.  Veri^anck,  Jena  Wharton,  Robert  Wbite- 
hUI,  baae  Witbonr,  David  R.  WiDians,  and  Alex- 
ander Wilaon. 

INats— Eiekiel  Bacon,  JoMph  Barka*,  Adam  Boyd, 
Bpephioditna  GhaaipioB,  Marlfai  Obitleadeo,  Jefea 
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CnlpflppM-,  Riehud  Cutti,  Samuel  W.  Dsm,  Jehn 
DAvenport,  jr.,  Jonah  D6an«,  Jamet  Elliot,  WiUiam 
EIt,  Isaiah  L.  Greea>  Jamei  Holland,  Daniel  Itsley, 
James  Keaj,  John  Lambert,  Josiah  Master*,  WiUiam 
Miioor,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Pugh,  James  Sloan, 
Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Killian  K-  Van  Benaaekcr,  and  Jamea  Withaiell. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA. 

The  House  resolTcd  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  od  the  bill  making  provisions  for 
armiDg  the  whole  body  of  tlie  militia  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides : 

"  That  tha  annual  sum  of  ddlars  be  and  the 

same  herebj  is  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  provid- 
iny  arms  and  military  equipments  for  Uie  nhole  body 
of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  either  by  j^ur- 
chMe  or  mauufai^Die  by  and  on  account  of  the  United 
Sutet." 

The  second  section  provides: 

"  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  and 
he  beieby  is  authorised  to  purchase  sites  for  and  erect 
sndi  additional  arsenals  and  msauiacttnies  of  arma  ao 
he  may  deem  expedient,  under  Umitationa  and  restric- 
tKuw  now  provided  by  law :  Provided,  aito,  That  so 
much  of  the  law  as  nstricta  the  number  of  workmen 
in  the  armories  of  the  United  States  to  one  hundred 
men,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  repealed." 

Hr.  Randolph  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
first  section  with  one  million  of  dollars.  It  would 
be  perceived,  he  said,  that  ia  coaoe^ence  of  the 
ebange  in  the  relations  of  the  United  Slates  to 
Cbreiga  Qovernments,  a  general  sentiment  seemed 
to  be  excited  of  the  propriety  of  out  beginning  to 
extend  manufactures  at  home,  so  as  to  enable  us 
to  provide  for  ourselves  those  articles  of  the  first 
neceasitf  which  we  are  in  the  habit  of  procuring 
from  foreign  nations.  This  being  the  case,  what 
manufacture  should  be  more  properly  promoted 
than  that  which  would  insure  the  protection  of 
our  lives  and  property  t  What  manufacture 
were  the  United  States  moce  interested  in  cher- 
ishing and  extending,  tbao  the  manafacture  of 
aims  for  the  public  defence— ibr  arming  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia?  For  when  this  ob- 
jeec  was  aceompliahed,  provided  the  militia  were 
MHLftifiered  to  rustin  iBa6tiTiiy,aad  a  regular  fbree 
caucd  out  on  all  oocasions,  we  should  not  only  be 
wepared  against  foreign.iBTa9U>n,butit  would  be, 
ipta  faelOy  oae  of  the  most  perfect  gaarantees  to 
o«r  present  free  Qoremmeut  that  the  art  of  man 
eould  possibly  devise.  Sapposing  a  people  fMe, 
by  this  meuBore  permanenoy  would  be  given  to 
their  freedom ;  for  it  was  not  possible  that  a  na- 
tion free  and  armed  conid  have  their  liberties  ta- 
ken froip  them,  until  they  were  reduced  to  that 
state  that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  them  free — for 
Mr.  R.  observed,  that  in  this  respect  nations  were 
like  men ;  if  once  they  became  dissolute  it  was 
impossiUe  to  compel  them  to  attend  to  tbeir  true 
interests;  but  at  the  same  time  every  encourage-- 
meat  to  t^B'^  power  should  be  given  to  men  and 
nations,  by  a  good  education  and  good  habits,  to 
Mdoea  then,  to  remaii  free  (tna  udepaadent. 
And  ha  4id  aoat  heiffilr  viab,  yutmH  <f  aivotutf 
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about  ahatsaet  poinu  in  pi^iliM,  as  the  old  Grteka 
and  Romans  did  on  nice  questions  io  meupbysiei, 
that  the  Lsgialatufes  of  the  several  Slates  aad  of 
the  United  States  were  more fre(|ueailyeinployed 
in  acdng  strictly  legislatively  ;  for  in  their  great 
zeal — and  it  was  laudable,  but  it  ought  to  be  rcg* 
Dialed— they  often  forgot  business  in  poliiiu^ 
were  disputing  frequently  on  abstract  points  ia 
polities,  instead  of  passing  laws;  and  sothiif 
was  more  common  than  to  bear  men  say  that  x 
partieokr  law  ought  he  good,  bat  it  ioroWed 
such  and  such  thing,  which  bad  ao  ratiooal  cm- 
nexioQ  with  the  luhject.  But  to  the  point :  rae 
million  of  dollars  he  said  wmild  arm  bat  about 
one  hundred  thousand  men;  in  which  ratio  it 
would  require  five  or  six  jrears  to  arm  the  wholly 
ezeUidiogfrooi  considemtion  the  utennediatc  in- 
crease ofpopulatioB. 

Mr.  Smilie  waa  in  bror  of  the  biUf  but  objnted 
to  the  epptopriatiun  of  so  large  a  sum  as  a  aiUioa 
of  dollars  \  forit  would  be  totally  impmoticible  w 
procure  that  amount,  were  they  to  grant  it. 

Mr.  Rrba  wished  to  know  what  was  the  qwti- 
fic  object  of  the  bill,  or  bow  the  arms  were  to  be 
disposed  of  when  procured,  for  there  was  no  pto- 
visien  in  the  bill  to  designate  that.  He  thought 
the  bill  was  in  a  very  imperfect  atale,  and  sag- 
gested  the  propriety  <A  recommittiag  it  to  i£f 
select  eommittce  fiv  the  purpose  of  aRU^og  m 
neoeasary  detail. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  while  every  oae  pA* 
feesed  to  be  in  favor  of  arming  the  miiitia,  great 
difficulties  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  accom- 
plishing that  obieet.  A  recommitment  to  the 
committee  would  produce  aoeffect ;  for  tbetnitk 
was,  that  the  committee  was  composed  of  sock 
discordant  though  not  jarring  materials,  tbii  it 
had  been  with  great  difficulty  that  they  could  con- 
cur as  far  as  tne  bill  wenL  However,  tbc  osi' 
row  and  pith  of  the  bill  was,  tbeprovidio^of  ar«( 
for  the  militia;  and  whan  genLLemen  objected  to 
the  amount  of  appropriation  proposed,  irom  Uie 
difficulty  of  procuring  arma,  tbey  should  not  it 
the  aanae  time  obieet  lo  the  difficulty  of  diptnbu- 
iog  them.  Hr.  R.  said,  he  would  give  the  Coo- 
luttee  Ua  viewoo  tfaisnityeci)  baeoiiU  viihio 
see  eertain  Execntiva  lAeere  of  the  Qovemne^ 
eommiaaiottcfs  for  arraiog  the  miUtih,  u  they  tn 
now  Cuamiasioners  of  the  8inU«g  F«ed,aM  li> 
have  an  annual  and  liberal  permanent  af^tropiit- 
tion  vested  ia  their  hands,  to  be  expended  under  the 
control  of  the  President  the  United  Stales  i> 
the  pmebaaeatkd  manufacture  of  arms.  Sobima 
for  getting  them  together ;  now  for  distribiitiD{g 
them.  It  had  been  said,  by  some  that  io  tb«» 
particular  Sutes  it  would  be  proper  to  disiriboU 
these  arms  to  the  militiamen  individually ;  otben 
had  said,  they  coald  not  consent  to  make  tbMi 
the  private  property  of  individoaU.  This  diffi' 
enlty,  Mi.  R.  said,  might  be  gotten  over  wbea  Ui« 
arms  were  procured;  tbe  arms  might  be  dtstR- 
bated  among  the  several  States,  in  proporiioa  te 
the  number  of  their  milUia  rmpeetivajri  and  tfaoH 
Suics  might  distribute  or  dispoaa  of  those  uf» 
in,  each  maonar  a«  the  govanunenlaof  the  mTcnd 
Sutet  ahould  bylaw  dumi.*  Tbbnadawoald 
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aeeonmodate  not  otUf  the  prejodtees  but  tfae  io- 
terests  of  the  whole  Uqiod.  Iq  the  State  of  Mas- 
saehiuetts,  said  Mr.  R.,  we  are  told  that  the  mili- 
tia are  armed ;  it  would  be  useless  to  gire  arms  to 
those  who  already  hare  them;  it  is  presumable 
then  that  the  Legislature  of  that  State  would  not 
make  such  a  disposition,  but  distribute  them  io 
arsenals.  A  similar  mode  need  not  be  pursued  in 
States  where  there  is  an  imperious  necessity  for 
immediately  arming  the  militia.  If  gentlemen 
will  bring  forward  an;  feasible  project  for  the 
pwpoe^  Ishall  ha?e  no  objection  to  reimbone 
those  citiiens  who  hari,  under  the  laws  of  the 
respeetiTe  Stales,  prorided  their  own  arms.  But, 
Mr.  R.  sud,  it  was  a  rery  extmordinary  thing, 
irtiile  maooActures  of  every  sort  were  eneonr- 
aoed  with  a  view  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  peo- 
{ue  by  their  own  labor,  that  it  should  be  confessed 
that  they  were  unable  to  manufacture  arms  eren 
with  the  aid  of  Government.  Did  not  the  House 
believe,  after  this  bill  should  pass  and  the  restric- 
tion to  the  number  of  armories  should  be  remov- 
ed, that  the  United  States,  would  open  a  wide 
fie^d  of  emigration,  particularly  of  artificers  from 
Germany)  He  had  been  told,  be  observed,  tbst 
in  one  part  of  Germany  men  were  anxious  to 
establish  manufactures  of  this  article  in  our  coun- 
try, and  sounded  Government  on  the  subject 
The  moment  these  persons  found  sueh  a  demand 
created,  no  dooht  they  would  consult  their  own 
interest  by  traaspotting  themselves  hither.  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  was  not  one  among  those  who  were 
exlremoy  anxious  to  invite  emi^tion  to  the 
United  Sutes ;  but  while  inviting,  it  was  as  welt 
to  invite  those  who  would  eootribnte  to  its 
wealth,  and  to  give  security  aitd  stability  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  Shilib  said  if  the  Goveriuuent  were  to  be 
the  holders  of  these  arms  and  have  it  ia  its  power 
to  disarm  the  people  at  pleasure,  this  would  be  an 
armed  Clovernment  still,  but  not  an  armed  people. 
He  was  willing  tbat  the  United  States  should, 
either  by  manufacture  or  purchase,  make  the  ae- 
eeasary  provision  for  arms  for  armiog  the  militia, 
but  he  bad  no  idea  tbat  this  object  ^ould  be  ac- 
complished at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 
The  pet^e  ^uld  arm  to  protect  themselves  and 
tbeir  property.  At  the  same  time  he  would  make 
■n  appropriation  at  this  lime,  he  would  not  vote 
for  a  miluw  of  dollars.  Did  geiUlanen  consider 
the  expense  already  gone  into,  and  could  any  gen- 
tleman then  say  that  they  could  at  this  time  spare 
aniUiott ofdouarsfutthuporpose?  HewaswiU 
line  to  appropriate  a  smaller  sum ;  and,  as  the  rer- 
enoe  progressed,  from  year  to  year  it  might  be  in- 
creased. 

Mr.  HoLLANO  could  not  understand  the  object 
of  the  bill  at  all,  and  iteould  not  be  expected  that 
tlwy  should  vote  for  the  bill  until  its  object  was 
known ;  for  assuredly  the  bill  did  not  proclaim  its 
own  purpose  as  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  If  thearms  are  to  be  distributed  among 
tfae  people  were  they  to  beconsidered  the  property 
of  the  United  States  he  would  not  vote  a  smgle 
dollar  for  them ;  for  what  tfae  people  should  ne 
pbeed  in  this  sitoation,  their  Itbettiet  would  be 
10th  Cos.  l8tSBSs^69 
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nearly  gone.  He  wished  the  bill  to  be  arranged 
in  some  sort;  that  it  should  declare  how  thearms 
were  to  be  distributed,  and  whether  they  were  to 
be  considered  the  property  of  the  United  States ; 
for  till  that  were  done  he  could  not  vote  uoder- 
staodingly  on  the  subject.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  Committee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mitting the  bill. 

Mr.  Ely  objected  to  the  sum  with  which  it  was 
proposed  to  fill  the  blank,  and  to  the  bill  itself. 
He  said  that  in  the  present  state  of  Burope  arms 
could  not  be  procured  thence  j  that  the  sum  of 
9300,000  already  appropriated  this  session  was  aa 
much  as  could  he  expended  fur  the  manufaeture 
of  arms  in  the  United  States;  and  thai  the  mana« 
factories  in  the  United  States  could  not  be  so  ex- 
tended during  the  present  year  as  to  manufactina 
a  larger  quantity.  He  also  represented  the  ten- 
dency of  a  bill  of  this  nature,  if  adopted,  to  contra- 
vene their  own  laws  requiring  the  several  States 
to  superiDtend  their  militia,  some  of  whom  had 
already  armed  the  militia  at  their  own  cost,  and 
others  compelled  the  militia  to  arm  themselves ; 
and  some,  who  had  it  in  contemplation  so  to  do, 
would  undoubtedly  remit  their  exertions  on  the 
passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.LLOTD  hoped  the  Committee  would  not  rise* 
The  purpose  for  which  it  was  proposed  tbat  the 
Committee  should  rise,  had  been  agitated  in  the 
select  committee,  and  be  believed  It  impossible  in 
that  committee,  to  fix  on  any  mode  or  plan  for  the 
distribution  of  these  arms.  If  then  the  bill  was 
recommitted,  it  could  answer  no  purpose  but  to 
consume  time.  He  was  astonished  tbst  gentle- 
men should  rise  and  expressan  anxiety  io  favor  of 
the  pnncipl&  and  yet  start  so  many  objections  to 
he  bill,  all  woich  when  examined  would  have  not 
ioflueoce  on  the  House  and  ^uld  not  be  satisfte-' 
tory  to  the  nation. 

The  gentleman  from  Peonsylvauia  (Mr.  Sut- 
lie)  objects  to  the  expense,  and  sajrs  if  these  arms 
are  to  be  the  property  of  the  UnitCKl  States  he 
could  not  vote  for  them ;  he  then  says  he  wishes 
them  to  be  sold  out  to  tbe  people.  If  this  course 
were  to  be  adopted,  what  force  could  be  attached 
to  the  objection  to  the  expense  1  Upon  the  score 
of  eeonomjr  the  a^ument  would  have  no  weight; 
for  the  United  States  would  be  ^aeed  preoisdy 
in  the  same  situation  as  they  were  bdbre  the  mp-- 
proprtation. 

The  gentleman  objects  to  the  bill  if  it  is  con-, 
templated  to  place  it  in  tfae  power  of  the  United 
States  to  call  upon  the  people  to  cive  up  tfae  arms 
at^er  they  are  distribute.  I  will  ask  the  geiitle- 
mau  if  he  supposes  the  people  would  be  so  unmind- 
ful of  their  own  liberties  that  they  would  give  up 
their  arms  at  the  discretion  of  the  United  States  ? 
I  believe  if  the  people  of  the  United  States  are 
once  armed  they  will  not  be  so  pusillanimous  as 
to  give  up  these  arms,  if  they  are  to  be  converted 
to  their  own  destruction.  This  then  is  aa  evil 
which  would  not  result,  even  admitting  that  we 
enact  tbat  they  shall  hold  these  arms  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  United  States. 

Gentlemen  have  spokm  of  the  money  already 
appropriated  this  session  for  the  purchase  of  wxm, 
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The  anns  thus  to  be  parcbated  ire  oot  for  the 
purpose  coatemplated  by  this  bill ;  they  are  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  United  States  aDd  to  be 
placed  ID  their  arseuaU.  Then  why  oppose  the 
aum  already  appropriated  for  arras  at  a  set-off 
•gainst  that  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  when  they 
•re  for  distinct  objeots ;  and  the  appropriatioo  al- 
ready made  will  certainly  not  promote  the  object 
of  the  bill — Co  am  the  people  i 

The  gentleman  from  Masiaehnaetts  (Mr.  Elt) 
■ay*  that  he  canaot  see  how  arms  are  to  be  pro- 
eared,  if  the  Dumey  may  be  appropriated ;  he  be- 
Kerea  more  cannot  be  had  than  are  already  su- 
tkorized  to  be  procured.  This  is  no  doubt  the 
gantleman's  own  opioiOB,  and  I  hare  heard  it  ad- 
ranced  from  another  quarter ;  but  some  time  lince 
I  eonversed  with  one  of  the  best  gunsmiths  in  the 
country,  who  says  that  our  manufacture  may  be 
iacreased  and  that  many  artificers  may  be  found 
to  the  United  States;  and  ihatia  the  State  of 
Maryland  alone,  an  additional  number  of  from 
five  to  ten  thousand  may  be  manufactured.  If  so 
many  may  be  had  in  that  State,  do  doubt  other 
States  could  furnish  a  sufficient  number  to  meet 
the  proposed  appropriation. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Hol- 
LaiiD][  objects  to  the  bill  because  no  mode  of  dis- 
tribution is  pointed  out.  If  the  gentlemao,  who 
profoseato  be  anxious  to  attain  the  objeoLwill 
Tote  for  the  bill,  ways  and  means  may  be  found 
to  distribute  them. 

It  is  said  that  this  system  would  iffereot  the 
States  from  arming.  No  such  thing  as  arming 
the  whole  body  of  the  militia  was  erer  proposed 
before  this  seftsion,  and  yet  the  States  have  not 
complied  with  the  law,  nor  ever  would  bare  com- 
plied  with  it.  Hardly  a  Legislature  in  the  Union 
can  agree  upon  the  mode  of  arming ;  nor  will  I 
erer  agree  to  rote  for  a  bill  requiring  that  every 
man  should  provide  his  own  musket.  It  is  said 
indeed  that  ten  or  twelve  ddlars  is  a  trifiiog 
sum ;  but  to  some  it  is  serious,  for  a  man  may  pay 
a  cent  towards  the  same  object  for  which  another 
man  pay*  a  hundred  dollars,  and  yet  the  former 
feeja  the  expenditure  more  than  the  hitter ;  and  a 
law  of  that  kind  for^ompdling  cTcry  man  to  pay 
for  hia  mnaket  nay  be  eonsidend  a*  an  oppresaive 
poll  tax.  For  my  part  I  shall  eheerflilly  role  one 
million  for  this  purpose,  and  shall  as  cheerfully 
Tete  for  the  distribution  of  the  arms  when  they  are 
procured. 

Mr.  Maoon  aaid  he  considered  thu  as  the  most 
important  queatton  which  the  House  had  had  be- 
fore them  this  session }  and  if  the  bill  were  to  tw 
recommitted,  it  would  pnt  the  question  to  rest,  as 
it  would  not  be  got  up  again  doring  the  session. 
Tbegeoilemaa  irom  MMsacbnseUs,  said  Mr.  M., 
wishes  the  Commiuee  to  rise  to  get  rid  of  the  bill, 
because  it  will  prevent  Slate  and  indiridaal  exer- 
tion. This  is  the  strongest  reason  why  the  qoes- 
tloB  should  be  immediately  decided ;  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  decided,  ays  or  no.  The  objection  made 
to  the  bill  on  aeooont  of  the  sum  proposed  has  no 
weight,  because,  aa  is  customary,  we  begin  with 
the  liighest  ran  proposed,  and  vote  downwards 
tiU  we  fix  apoa  a  na  which  shall  appear  to  meet 


AniL,  IBOS. 


the  ideas  of  a  majority  of  the  Hoase.  I  have  long 
been  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  doty  of  the  naiioa  lo 
arm  the  militia.  I  have  almys  thought  it  wrosg 
to  make  the  poor  man  coniribuie  the  same  mite 
towards  the  general  protection  as  the  rich  muL 
Some  arc  not  fit  for  service  in  the  militia,  aii 
some  are  prevented  from  serving  by  religioos  sera- 
pies.  It  IS  and  always  has  been  my  opinion  that 
these  should  pay  their  part.  ThegentleiaaDfn» 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Clat,)  some  time  ago  pointed  oM 
a  mode  by  which  these  arms  oenld  be  dutribalal 
as  equally  as  possible ;  for  it  is  impossiUe  tobriiy 
perfect  equality  to  everr  man's  door ;  and  thu 
bill  cootemplates  the  making  the  whole  property 
of  the  whole  nation  pay  its  proportion  tewanh 
arming  the  militia  for  the  general  defence.  We 
cannot  depend  upon  Europe  to  proeare  arati. 
Nothing  would  be  more  absurd,  for  all  Europe  ii 
against  us.  We  must  look  to  ourselvcs^for  who 
can  tell  when  the  contest  will  cease  t  We  nM 
prepare  earnestly  and  s«ioasly  for  our  defence. 
How  many  of  our  militia  are  nowarmed  itwoaU 
be  difficult  to  say ;  but  certainly  a  very  grnt  pro- 
portion of  tbem  are  not  armed.  Yon  are  ti^i  that 
you  cannot  increase  the  expenditure  for  ami  u 
a  greater  amount  than  10,000  or  15,000  standi  ■ 
year.  If  so,  we  had  beuer  apply  to  some  of  At 
great  Powers  of  Europe  to  take  us  under  their  pro- 
tection. Bat  we  bare  no  occasion  to  do  thiit  fix 
if  we  but  give  the  same  enoonragemeot  to«rm» 
ers  as  to  batters  and  other  artists,  we  should  noa 
have  enough  of  them.  People  who  work  ia  ir«. 
(and  we  have  many  of  them  in  the  nation,)  will 
serve  as  ^onimilh*,  with  little  insiruotion. 

It  is  said  that  no  arm*  can  be  got.  For  Gon 
sake,  let  us  mak«  the  experiment !  I  know  it  ii 
not  good  policy  to  make  appropriations  for  objecu 
to  which  the  money  cannot  be  api^ied ;  bat  letiu 
make  the  attempt  lo  arm  ourselves,  when  we  ice 
that  the  whole  world  is  in  arms  against  a*,  h 
seems  that  the  resolution  for  giving  aathorit^to 
the  President  to  suspend  the  embargo,  which  uo' 
minor  importance,  i*  ooosidered  more  impmtui 
than  this  bill.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  take  ^ 
subject  previously  into  consideration,  and  dew 
apon  it  according  to  it*  merits. 

The  9300,000  already  appropriated  have  irtth- 
iDgtoiowitbthiasvatem.  Thisistbecommea**- 
ment  vf  a  system  for  arming  the  nation ;  aad 
to  inegoalityln  Astribvtioo^  the  arms,  that  nai- 
ter  might  be  so  arranged  as  to  gire  the  wd»  » 
the  young  men  as  ther  arrive  at  age.  A  geDtle- 
man  from  Virginia.  (Mr.  Clat,)  who  certsinlf 
took  the  best  risw  of  the  militia  iiysiemB  which  I 
ever  beard,  told  us  that  40  000  or  50,000  men  wen 
annually  placed  on  the  militia  list — five  times  the 
number  of  4he  arms  now  annoally  manoiaenRO 
for  the  nse  of  the  United  States. 

I  agree  perfectly  with  the  gentleman  from  Pent- 
sylnutia,  (Mr.  Shilie,)  that  these  arms  should  not 
be  placed  in  the  bands  of  the  militia,  to  be  cot- 
sidarcd  as  public  property ;  neither  would  I  •ci> 
them  to  the  fwople.  I  would  give  them  to  be 
their  own  property,  excltisively ;  so  that,  whether 
a  man  morea  from  Bfiaiae  to  Georgia,  or  whetba 
he  ahail  «l«>r*         in  the  aeme  pmo^  the  aw 
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oDce  given  to  hin  ahall  be  liu  absolute  property- 
And  on  this  subject  I  agree  wltli  the  geotleman 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Rovm.)  who  told  us  the 
other  day,  that  so  far  a«  relatei  to  defence,  this  is 
m  Consolidated  Government,  and  I  hope  it  ever 
will  be  ao. 

It  hav  been  objected  that  no  provision  is  made 
by  the  bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  arms.  If  that 
«eBld  not  hereafter  be  done,  the  objection  wonhl 
lay  to  the  bill  itself.  The  same  objection  would 
by  to  an  act  for  taking  tbe  census.  Get  the  arms, 
and  your  successors  will  find  some  way  to  distri- 
bute them,  as  we  do  to  apportion  the  lenesenta- 
tkm  in  eoafwmity  to  a  eeiwu  after  it  has  been 
taken. 

When  1  reflect  on  the  ajtoatioD  of  Bnrope,  and 
Mr  relations  with  them,  as  maBifested  brine  des- 
^Ivhes  on  onr  table,  and  see  the  indtflerenee  on 
Che  sabjeel  of  procuring  arms,  I  am  alarmed.  I 
Itave  DOW  the  same  sentiments  as  I  entertained 
when  flnt  I  came  here,  or  rather  more  unfavora- 
ble to  peace  than  they  then  were.  Day  after  day, 
eAtra  have  grown  progressively  worse,  until  at 
length  one  Power  tells  as  that  she  considers  tu 
associated  with  her  in  the  war ;  aud  the  other  saya, 
Oat  of  our  friendship  we  will  tax  you.  I  agree 
that  we  have  uken  a  measure(the  embargo)  which 
I  believe  will  try  them ;  hut  if  they  find  yon  per- 
fectly defenceless,  your  measure  will  not  have 
much  effect.  I  rely  much  on  that  measure,  but 
jou  most  convince  Borope  that  you  mean  to  resist 
uy  iavasion  of  yoar  rights.  I  lore  peace  as  much 
as  any  man,  but  I  will  vote  for  an  appropriation 
<^  the  tareeat  sum  which  we  can  agree  upon.  I 
will  vote  Tor  an  appropriation  of  $ibjOOO,  if  I  can 
fet  no  more,  but  woald  rather  vote  for  a  million. 

Thia  bill  is  intended  as  the  conmeaeement  of 
•  parmftaenl  sy^em :  the  bill  for  pioearing  arms, 
■Ifcadf  paaaed  this  session,  was  but  a  temporary 
neasare.  I  believe  it  proper  for  the  United  States 
to  Bkanolacture  what  arms  ther  want ;  and,  if 
■otfaiag  elae,  onr  situation  wonla  convince  me  of 
ic  Ejook  at  the  two  great  Powers  of  Europe  I  Can 
yoa  get  a  gun  from  either  of  them  7  No,  sir,  not 
eves  a  flint.  Would  any  man,  twenty  yean  ago, 
liaTe  czpeoied  to  have  found  Europe  against  us? 
1  will  veatare  to  say  not,  sir ;  and  yet  that  is  the 
cAae ;  and  no  stronger  reason  could  be  given  for  a 
luge  apw<^atiou  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  Fiaauiy  said  he  was  willing  the  Com* 
■nUcee  should  rise  ud  not  have  leave  to  sit  again, 
haeame  he  did  not  nnderetand  either  the  objeet 
OT  tbe  neoMsity  of  the  bill.  It  waa  anid  to  be  for 
■aiaing  tha  intcrfe  body  of  the  militia.  Did  it 
Mean  the  armiag  ^  the  body  of  the  militia  that 
were  ealled  into  actual  service?  If  ai^  thia  had 
•Iwi^s  been  dose,  and  Congress  bad  made  ample 
proTuiDns  for  doing  so  again  as  far  as  was  prae- 
tienble.  In  some  Sutes  the  whole  bod]r  of  the 
militia  were  armed,  and  in  others  partially  so, 
and  Congress  possessed  already  more  arms  than 
it  was  probable  would  be  necessary  to  put  in  the 
Jiaods  of  militm  for  actual  service  at  any  one 
time.  Tbe  Government  bad  not  yet  been  aUe  to 
msnufacture  more  than  equal  to  the  annual  a^ 
peopiiatioB  i  he  beliercd  not  ao  mnch,  and  an  tMi- 
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timal  a^jffopriation  of  300,000,  had  been  already 
made  this  session.  Certainly  this  was  more  tfaan 

Government  could  apply  to  that  purpose  before 
tbe  next  session  of  Congress.  If  it  was  intended 
to  eatablisb  new  manufactories  the  bill  ought  to 
say  so,  whieh  it  does  not ;  and  if  it  did  they  could 
not  be  in  operation  so  as  to  increase  the  numbers 
of  arms  before  next  session  of  Congress,  and  it 
was  admitted  by  all  that  arms  could  not  be  pro> 
cured  in  Europe. 

tf.Some  gentlemen,  in  arguing  in  favor  of  thebUl, 
propose  bestowing  them  on  the  whole  body  of  tbe 
militia,  and  others  providing  for  arming  foong 
mcB  on  their  first  entrance  into  railitia  service^  to 
be  their  own  for  life.  These  were  pleasing  theone^ 
but  the  bill  before  the  Committee  provided  for 
neither  <^  these  appticatiims  of  the  arms.  It  could 
bear  no  otbet  eonstraction  than  providing  for 
arming  the  whole  body  to  be  caHed  into  aetud 
aerviee.  If  it  is  for  aay  other  purpose,  why  does 
not  the  bill  say  so?  If  it  is  to  arm  the  whole 
miHtia  of  tbe  United  States  flt  to  bear  arms,  it 
could  not  be  done  by  such  an  appropriation  in  ten 
years,  including  their  natural  increase.  Is  it  pro- 
posed to  arm  the  militia  of  those  States  that  are 
well  armed  already?  They  will  not  accqitof 
them ;  their  arms  are  their  own ;  they  know  how 
they  came  by  them;  they  keep  them  in  order, 
they  leave  them  to  their  children,  they  become 
tbe  pride  of  their  families. 

The  bill  however  only  provides  for  arming  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  with  public  arms,  for 
which  they  must  be  responsible,  unless  lost  in 
actual  service,  and  must  return  them  when  called 
upon.  Mr.  F.  safd  no  man  was  more  aolieitons 
to  have  the  militia  armed  than  be  was  himsdf. 
Me  had  freqnendy  urged  it  in  bia  own  State.  He 
bad  always  considered  that  tha  militia  having 
their  own  arms,  and  being  aceastomed  to  the  use 
of  them,  was  of  tenfold  more  importance  than  all 
tbe  improvement  they  could  possibly  receive 
without  arms.  Many  thousands  of  arms  bad 
been  distributed  to  the  miltiia  of  Pennsylvania, 
especially  throogbout  the  very  extensive  frontier 
counties  during  tbe  Revtdntionarr  war.  But 
where  ire  they  now?  When  the  Indians  broke 
out  afterwards,  the  country  was  found  unanned, 
more  arms  were  given ;  .but  when  officers  since 
that  time  were  appointed  to  collect  the  public 
arms  very  few  were  found  but  each  as  were  nnSt 
for  public  service.  Tbey  had  been  carried  out  of 
the  country  by  sneh  as  penetrated  further  to  make 
new  setdements.  or  sufi'ered  to  get  out  of  repair, 
those  who  had  them  in  possession  having  no  in- 
tereit  in  taking  care  of  them  when  their  toor  of 
duty  was  over;  and  this  would  always  be  the 
ease  with  public  arms  disposed  of  in  tbb  manner, 
the  only  way  in  which  by  the  pteseot  bill  thejr  ean 
be  disposed  of  i  for  though  geotlemeo  in  arguing  in 
favor  of  the  bill  bad  proposed  other  methods,  yet 
they  knew  that  the  bill  provided  for  no  aneh 
methods  as  they  had  suggested. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  this  was  tbe  most  singular  bill 
that  ever  he  bad  observed  to  be  presented  to  the 
House.  It  proposed  indeed  to  appropriate  a  mil- 
lion of  doUara  to  provide  for  arming  the  whole 
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body  of  the  militm;  but  supposing  it  possiUe  to 

Erocure  them,  which  it  was  not  before  next  session, 
ow  were  they  to  be  disposed  of?  On  this  the 
bOl  was  silent  and  left  erery  man  at  liberty  to 
ni^  their  application,  agreeable  to  his  own  fancy. 
If  they  were  proeured  they  probably  would  not 
«a|^ly  more  than  one-tenih  part  of  the  militia. 
How  then  shall  the  President  distribute?  .  He 
cannot  do  it,  for  the  law  provides  neither  rule  nor 
authority  for  that  purpose.  In  that  tbe  bill  in  its 
present  form  is  perhaps  the  most  imperfect  that 
erer  was  offered  to  the  House;  but  supposing  the 
bill  so  amended  aa  to  provide  for  puttmg  arms  in 
the  hands  of  young  men  when  tney  entered  on 
militia  service,  agreeably  to  the  wish  of  one  hon- 
orable member,  that  would  not  be  arming  the 
whole  body  of  tbe  militia.  It  would  not  be  arm- 
ing a  twentieth  part,  and  the  whole  body  of  the 
muitia  would  be  twenty^seven  years  in  arming. 

Sir.  F.  said  that  a  few  years  since  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Pennsylvania  procured  20^000  stand  of 
arms  to  be  manufactured,  and  required  that  mil- 
itiamen should  appear  armed  on  the  parade,  but 
this  law  is  a  dead  letter;  they  could  not  procure 
arms.  Those  who  maaofactured  the  arms  on  pub- 
lie  contract,  proposed  having  the  machinery  in 
order  to  continue  the  manufacture  at  a  much 
lower  price.  Mr.  F.  said  he  bad  advised  to  em- 
brace the  offer,  so  that  arms  might  be  convenient 
for  the  substantial  resident  militia  to  purchase  at 
a  reasonable  price.  Tbey  would  purchase,  they 
would  have  a  pride  in  taking  care  of  them,  and 
their  posterity  would  consider  tbe  arms  of  their 
fiilhers  as  a  precioas  deposite.  He  concluded  by 
aaying,  that  if  the  appropriations  already  made 
were  not  snffieient  for  all  the  arms  that  could 
probably  or  even  possibly  be  mannfaelared  be- 
fore next  session  oi  Congress,  he  was  willing  to 
Tole  for  more,  but  never  would  vote  for  a  miuion 
of  dollars  for  so  impracticable  an  object,  nor  for 
a  bill  so  exceedingly  imperfect. 

Mr.  Raicdolpb  said,  after  the  very  able  obser- 
vations of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
he  should  not  have  again  risen ;  but  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  he 
conceived  it  his  duty  to  support  it.  As  to  the 
rising  f>f  the  Committee  he  should  probably  vote 
for  it,  as  he  was  worn  out  with  the  fatigue  of  so 
long  sittings  as  tbey  had  had  for  almost  every  day 
this  week.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetu 
had  said  he  was  not  in  favor  of  arming  the  mi- 
litia; if  he  could  tell  where  arms  were  to  be  found 
however  he  woald  appropriate  money  for  them ; 
bat  aa  the  anns  are  not  in  market,  they  could  not 
be  boQght.  Mr.  R*  said  that  he  had  always  nn- 
deiatood  that  the  way  to  obtain  a  sopply  was  Co 
create  a  demand.  So  long  as  there  was  do  de- 
mand, an  article  might  not  he  hrooght  tomuket; 
but  create  a  demand,  and  it  would  soon  be  plen- 
tifal.  A  few  ^ears  ainee  there  wus  scarcely  a 
pound  of  Ameriean  cotton  in  the  market ;  but  we 
now  export  perhaps  twentr  millions  of  poands. 
The  genUemao  had  said  tnat  tbey  might  arrest 
the  exertions  of  the  States  or  individuals  which 
now  were  arming  themselves ;  that,  understand- 
ing that  the  United  Staiea  were  aboal  to  aim  the 
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whole  body  of  tbe  militia,  they  woald  cease  from 
this  very  laodaUe  exertion,  and  they  go  anarmed. 
Now  Mr.  R.  said,  if  these  arms  were  not  to  be 
had  at  all,  how  were  these  patriotic  iodiridoah 
to  be  prevented  from  buying  them:  for  if  they 
could  purchase  tbem,  so  could  tbe  Qovemment; 
which  the  gentleman  had  denied. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Firdlet, 
whose  voice  was  such  that  it  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  nnderstand  bim)  said,  that  if  arms  were  put 
into  the  hands  of  tbe  militia,  when  called  for  they 
would  be  out  of  order.  Mr.  'R.  said  that  would  be  | 
a  very  good  reason  for  supplying  tbem  vrith  new 
arms.  But,  how  do  they  get  out  of  order,  ssid  he? 
In  teaching  your  citizens  to  make  use  of  that  in- 
strument, which  theyshnntd  understand.  A  man 
wears  out  his  gnu  in  learning  to  take  aim  at  an 
enemv;  fbr,iftte  learn  to  shoot  at  smaller  mariti^ 
he  will  not  miss  his  enemy  when  he  has  oecasioik 
to  shoot  at  one.  I  have  heard  the  same  argument 
□sed  against  a  boy  tuing  his  book,  because,  by  so 
doing,  he  might  soil  it — to  avoid  which,  it  was 
covered  up  so  nicely  that  it  could  not  be  opened; 
as  is  tbe  case  in  some  libraries  arranged  for  show, 
and  the  arms  in  onr  arsenals.   If  you  look  at  them, 

J'ou  will  find  tbem  very  nice — not  soiled  in  the 
east — because  no  one  uses  them.   Bot  I  do  not 
choose  to  have  arms  to  look  at,  like  a  library,  so 
finely  bound  and  gilt  that  it  is  not  calculated  for 
use.   I  would  have  tbem  so  that  they  can  be  used, 
for  the  child  to  learn  as  well  as  tbe  father ;  and 
by  the  time  he  comes  of  age  he  will  nnderstand 
their  ose,  as  well  as  the  father  himself.   Put  arms 
into  the  hands  of  your  militia,  and  if  worn  ont  by 
use  they  may  be  replaced.    The  militiaman  will 
have  acfiaired  expmence  at  the  expense  of  a  mo*- 
ket,  which  I  woiud  not  give  for  the  tuition  «f  all 
the  drill-s«geanu  in  Earope,  and  (permit  me  to  i 
add)  in  America  too,sir.  After  all.  it  appeavsthat 
what  I  apprehended  has  been  the  fact.  We  have  | 
laid  out  so  maeh  money  in  this  and  that  project, 
and  two  millions  apon  what  gentlemen  persist  in 
calling  a  temporary  miliury  force,  and  that  is 
given  as  a  reason  why  we  cannot  now  afford  to 
arm  tbe  militia.   The  reason  is,  you  have  raised, 
or  rather  anthorized  the  raising,  of  six  thoncaM 
men,  to  be  clad,  fed,  and  paid,  for  rvstmg  in  idle- 
ness, and  incapacitated  yourself  from  arming  the 
militia.   You  have  laid  oat  your  money  in  gold- 
laced  hats  for  the  one,  and  yoa  will  not  give  tbe 
other  bread.  You  have  expended  your  tieaswe 
in  gewgaws  and  military  parade,  and  eanm*  bmf 
arms  for  tbe  miKtia. 

Mr.  Rhia  said  be  was  much  disappointed  to 
find  such  a  bill  as  this  providing  for  porehaaiiig 
arms,  withoni  any  provision  Co  make  dispoaidoa 
of  them  after  they  were  proenred.  He  woM 
never  agree  that  the  militia  shoaM  hold  tlMir 
arms  bat  as  their  own  property  and  iadepeadeat 
of  the  United  States;  and  be  would  never  give 
a  vote  which  sboald  put  it  in  Che  power  of  tbe 
United  States  to  recall  the  arms  once  bestowed. 
Would  the  gentleman  agree  that  the  great  State 
of  Virginia  or  any  other  great  State  sboold  re- 
ceive arms  from  the  United  States  to  arm  the 
1  militia,  sabj^t  to  the  recall  of  the  United  StatcaY 
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He  tbooght  oot.  Mr.  B.  obierred,  that  the  House 
hid  been  told  that  the  whole  world  was  against 
Bi,  The  United  States  had  Ministers  at  the 
Conrts  of  the  two  great  Powers  of  Europe.  Cer- 
laiolf  those  two  Powers  did  not  possess  the  most 
foToraUe  disposition  towards  us;  but  be  would 
HTer  agree,  while  we  had  Ministers  with  both, 
and  they  had  Ministers  with  us,  that  we  were  at 
war  with  them.  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  cheerfully 
TOte  for  the  bill  if  it  were  so  arranged  as  to  he 
prepared  to  go  into  operation ;  and  for  this  purpose 
It  was  that  Ee  wished  it  neommiited. 

Mr.  Nicholas  said  he  lud  this  anh^eet  much 
M  heart.  He  thoagbtooe  of  the  most  important 
asTTiees  they  could  render  the  nation  would  be  to 
provide  arms  for  every  one  in  it.   He  lamented 
that  they  could  not  do  it  at  once;  for  it  was  but 
(00  troe  that  they  could  not— not  for  the  want  of 
Doaey;  for  so  anxious  was  he  to  aceomplish  the 
object  that  be  would  vote  for  a  tax  to  raise  the 
woole  immediately,  or  raise  it  by  af>y  other  mode, 
if  gentlemen  would  ontyshow  him  now  by  voting 
moDey  ibey  could  procure  arms.   If  arms  could 
be  bail,  he  pledged  nimself  to  vole  money  to  arm 
She  whole  nation.   If  the  people  were  armed,  said 
hi,  we  might  bid  defiance  to  the  whole  world. 
It  is  true  that  other  nations  have-more  men ;  but 
no  one  oaiton  has  better  or  braver  men,  or  men 
who  would  go  greater  lengths  in  defending  what 
we  have—and  why  %  Because  there  are  no  peo- 
ple 00  earth  who  hare  so  much  to  defend.  Name 
to  me  ft  country  where  a  man  has  that  at  stake 
which  we  have.  I  lament  that  there  are  none ; 
that  there  are  not  upon  this  globe,  men  who  have 
at  much  at  suke  as  we  have ;  and  I  trust  that  as 
long  as  the  American  nation  exists  its  spirit  will 
Bot  forsake  it,  and  that  when  called  into  action 
we  shall  alwaysshow  it.  But  it  does  seem  to  me 
(hat  the  appropriation  made  at  this  time  should 
be  rational — such  a  sum  as  can  be  employed.  It 
is  agreed  on  all  bands  that  we  can  get  no  arms 
by  importation,  and  few  additional  Ev  manufac- 
Wre  within  the  ensuiog  year.   A  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ely,)  who  certainly  has  a 
light  to  know,  believes  that  the  armories  cannot 
he  extended.    la  that  I  believe  be  is  mistaken;  no 
doubt  that  within  twelve  months  any  number  of 
armorers  could  be  obtained.  I  believe  that  the 
4300^  already  appropriated  this  session,  to- 
gether with  the  ordinary  annual  appropriation  of 
^150,000,  will  be  as  maeh  as  can  he  applied  with- 
in this  rear.    I  believe  that  another  appropriation 
might  u  made  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
Uuted  Sulea  to  establish  other  armories,  as  1  be- 
lieve  the  public  interest  would  be  promoted  by 
•eatiering  aroaories.   Instead  then  of  appropria- 
ting a  million,  I  would  propose  to  strike  out  the 
■clause  making  the  appropriation  annual,  and  to 
insert  $200,000;  and  I  do  believe  that  this  is  all 
chat  we  can  do.   I  do  not  believe  we  should  pro- 
mote the  public  good  by  locking  up  in  the  Treas- 
ury a  larger  sum  than  can  be  employed  in  the 
Htcceediag  /ear.   1  had  rather  that  the  Commit- 
tee should  go  through  the  hill,  for  I  very  maeh 
ie^Tj  if  we  recommit  it,  we  uatl  never  aee  it 
^ain  the  preaeni  aessioo* 


H.  or  R. 


The  Committee  then  ro8e,*66  to  29,  and  reported 
progress. 

The  Spbakeb  having  put  the  question  that  the 
Committee  have  leave  to  sit  again, 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  hoped  ihey  would  have  leave  to 
sit  again.  He  adverted  to  the  preceding  remarka 
of  Mr.  Nicholas.  He  was  attonished,  after  the 
gentleman's  exordium,  to  hear  him  mention  the 
sum  of  (300,000 — a  sum  as  one  to  ten  of  that 
which  the  gentleman  had  the  other  day  voted  [or 
a  regular  force,  while  the  militia  were  in  proper- 
tionate  valoe  to  that  army  as  one  hundred  to  one. 
This  was  a  very  good  critoion  by  which  to  judgo 
of  the  preference  of  some  gentlemen  to  one  ape- 
eira  of  force  orer  another. 

Mr.  NicHOLAB  said  that  by  the  sum  which  he 
proposed  to  appropriate,  as  much  would  be  ex- 
pended for  the  object  of  the  bill  and  as  much  a^ 
tachment  be  shown  to  the  militia  as  was  mani- 
fested by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  I  did  saf , 
said  Mr.  N.,  that  if  any  genileman  would  show 
me  bow  it  could  be  expended,  1  would  vote  for  it. 
Let  it  be  shown,  and  I  will  vote  for  it;  but  until 
it  be  shown  to  be  a  real  efficient  measure,  I  will 
not  vote  so  large  a  sum ;  and  my  vote  will  be  un- 
derstood by  any  gentleman  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  Randolph. — Itcertainly  will  be  understood 
by  one  gentleman  as  be  pleases,  whether  another 

Seoileman  pleases  or  not.  This  bill  does  show 
o  w  the  money  ii  to  he  laid  out,  said  Mr.  R.  Bf 
establishing  additional  manufactories,  and  author- 
izing additional  workmen.  This  is  tne  9110  flUK^bw 
How  could  it  be  plainer?  It  is  to  be  presumed 
too,  that  although  European  nations  wiU  not  p«t- 
mit  the  exportation  of  arms,  they  will  not  nnd 
it  possible  to  embargo  alt  the  armorers.  It  is  to 
be  presumed  that  when  the  United  States  hare 
made  an  appropriation  of  one  million  of  dollars  to 
be  applied  to  this  object,  that  European  artisans 
will  find  their  object  in  coming  to  this  country, 
and  receiving  that  money  in  wages.  It  is  to  be 
laid  out  in  giving  encourwemeot  to  armorers,  of 
whom  my  friend  from  Bilaryland  Mr.  Lloto) 
has  spoken.  This  is  the  way  in  which  they  may 
be  had.  Suppose  any  gentleman  were  to  say, 
when  an  appropriation  is  proposed  for  the  Army, 
"  This  army  is  a  mere  make-believe ;  if  gentlnnen 
'  will  show  me  how  the  money  ean  be  laid  oot,  X 
'  am  willing  to  rote  it ;  hut  I  do  not  brieve  it  cu, 
'  and  therefore  shall  rote  against  it."  Now  Z  reallr 
do  not  beliere  that  the  money  for  the  army  will 
be  laid  out  upon  the  soldiers;  I  beliere  it  will  at 
far  as  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  oo, 
bot  not  on  soldiers.  It  is  indeed  very  extraordi- 
nary, that  with  such  a  body  of  militia  as  we  bare, 
we  ean  consider  ourselves  authorized  to  lay  out 
millions  on  a  few  additioual  regular  troops,  and 
restrict  ourselres  to  a  couple  of  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  arming  the  militia.  It  has  oot  a  good 
aspect.  I  question  no  man's  motives ;  I  have  not 
a  right  to  do  so;  but  I  will  throughout  life  judge 
men  by  their  acts  in  contradistinction  to  their  pro- 
fessions. I  am  willing  to  submit  myself  to  that 
kind  of  scrutiny.  Ifl  hear  men  declaiming  wainat 
standing  armiet  and  roting  for  theat;  profmiog 
a  wish  to  prerent  ctmtraeton  from  moltiplying, 
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tnd  doing  ererytbing  lo  promote  their  iocrease ; 
profeEsing  themselres  lobe  in  farorofarmiogtbe 
militia,  and  after  everjr  apecies  of  evasion,  throw- 
ing cold  water  on  that  subject— i  must  certainly 
'draw  my  own  ctwclustoDs.  I  remember  very 
well  the  time  when  the  gentlemen  who  enacted 
ud  re-enacted  the  sedition  law,  declared  that  they 
were  the  true  friends  of  the  press,  and  only  ene- 
mies of  iu  abuse;  they  were  inimical  to  licen- 
tiousness, but  ftieudly  toUberty.  I  chose  to  judge 
them  by  their  conduct  and  not  by  their  profes- 
sions. That  gentlemen  hare  a  right  to  refuae  ap- 
propriations I  do  not  question ;  but  I  cannot  per- 
aoade  myself  that  a  man  who  is  unwiUing  to  lay 
out  the  necessary  sum,  has  the  object  of  lh«  ex- 
penditure as  much  at  heart  as  those  who  are  wil- 
uiig  to  give  it.  Would  ic  not  be  very  lair,  if  1 
would  vote  only  one  fiAh  part  of  the  mouev  call- 
ed for,  fm  the  additional  army,  to  say  that  I  have 
it  not  as  much  at  heart  as  those  who  are  wil- 
lioff  to  go  through  with  it?  Dodoubtedly.  The 
bill  in  question  may  be  defective,  but  as  far  as  it 
gees  it  is  complete.  It  provides  the  mode  in 
which  the  money  shall  be  laid  out;  it  empowers 
the  President  to  esUblish  additional  armories, 
and  to  employ  additional  workmen,  and  how  other- 
wise are  arms  to  be  hadi  Id  do  way.  The  bill 
therefore  provides  for  the  expenditure  of  the 
money ;  and  if  all  the  mooey  appropriated  can- 
not be  expended,  what  will  be  the  consequence  ? 
Uke  all  other  sums  of  money  appropriated  and 
Bot  expended,  it  will,  after  a  eertam  time,  be  car- 
zied  to  the  endit  of  the  surplus  fund,  or,  in  other 
words,  carried  faaek  into  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  NiOHOLAB  said  if  it  were  intended  by  the 
Ull  to  lay  out  one  million  of  dollars  in  armories, 
hewouldnotToteforit,for  he  did  believe  that$200,- 
000  were  as  much  ascould  be  expended  in  that  way. 
For  he  said  that  $450,000  already  appropriated  was 
as  much  as  could  be  expended  for  arms  this  vear, 
and  $200,000  was  as  much  as  could  or  ought  to 
be  expended  in  armories.  The  erection  of  an  ar- 
mory was  not  a  thing  of  a  day.  Were  ten  mil- 
lions DOW  to  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose  they 
would  not  get  one  musket  from  them  m  twelve 
months.  The  object  then,  said  he,  will  be  accom- 
plished as  soon  by  my  proposition  as  by  the  geniie- 
man's.  Does  the  gentleman  believe  that  pa»ing 
this  bill  will  make  workmen,  or  bring  them  from 
Europe  in  one  or  three  months  1  These  things  will 
do  to  talk  dF,  but  are  of  no  adraotv^  to  the  nation. 
And  I  say  wain  that  my  proposition  will  produce 
as  much  e^t  as  that  of  the  gentleman  himself, 
la  there  a  gentleman  who  will  tell  us  that  more 
than  $200,000  (;an  be  expended  ia  armories  before 
Congress  re-assembles  f  The  appropriation  of 
(300,000  will  further  the  object  I  have  in  view  as 
much  as  an  appropriation  now  of  tea  millions. 

tfr.  Lton  thought  a  larger  sum  should  be  ap- 
propriated, £6r  the  President  learnt  the  object  of 
Congress  from  the  amount  of  their  appropriations. 
He  would  of  course  cut  the  coat  according  to  the 
doth  if  ooly  $200,000  were  appropriated ;  alihougb 
in  propriety  and  expedi«icy  he  should  cut  the 
cloth  aceonupg  to  the  coat  He  was  therefore  for 
gifing  a  larger  sum. 


ApaiL,  1S08. 


Whilst  Mr.  Ltoh  was  speaking^  a  qnoran  not 
appearing  within  the  bar,  on  mouon,  the  Himm 
adjourned. 

MoNOAT,  April  18. 

Mr.  Daha,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  tke 
fourteenth  instaDt,  presented  a  bill  concerning  ss- 
soeiatioDs  for  the  security  of  navigation }  wbieh 
was  read  twice  aad  committed  to  a  Committeeof 
the  Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Dana,  from  the  same  committee,  presented 
a  Ull  for  the  encouragement  and  security  of  sea- 
men of  the  United  States ;  wbieh  was  rnd  Iwiee 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Blt  presented  petitions  from  snndnr  iabib- 
itants  of  the  county  of  Hampshire,  in  the  Suie 
of  Massachusetts,  respectively  slating  the  ineoa- 
Teniences  and  losses  to  which  the  petitioners  ssd 
other  citizens  of  the  said  Stale  are  subjected,  ia 
consequence  of  the  embaivo  laid  on  all  ships  wi 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  liarbcR^s  of  the  United 
States ;  and  pledging  themselves  to  support  tmh 
measures  as  Congress  in  their  wisdom  shall  sdofK 
for  the  security  and  happiness  of  the  Amtricaa 
people.— Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whale 
on  the  state  of  the  UdIod. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon, 

Besolved,  That  the  Spbakbr  address  a  tetter  to 
ibe  Bxeoutive  of  tbe  State  of  Massaehusrlls, 
communicating  information  of  the  death  of  Jiooa 
CaowiiiHaHiiLD,  late  a  member  of  this  Hooie, 
in  order  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  soH^y 
the  vacancy  occasioned  thereby  in  the  reproMS- 
tation  from  that  State. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Hstthev 
Smith  and  Darius  Gates,  jointly,  and  Dsriw 
Qates,  separately,  was  read  tbe  third  time  as' 
passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  toooaiinue  in  force  an  set, 
entitled  Ae  act  to  extend  jurisdiction,  in  eertsin 
eases,  to  State  Judges  and  State  Courts  end  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  third  time,  ud 
passed. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  tbe  Seaile  to 
the  bilL  entitled  An  aet  concerning  Courts  tlii- 
tial  and  Courts  of  laqniry,"  were  read,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  said  bil^  ordered  to  Ite  on  tlM 
table. 

The  bill  aent  from  tbe  Senate,  entitled  "  An  k* 
for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  compuy, 
tbe  county  of  Alexandria,  in  tbe  District  of  Co* 
lumbia,  was  read  the  first  and  second  time.  Oa 
the  quesiion  that  a  third  reading  of  the  said  bill 
be  dispensed  with,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affinn- 
ative.  Tbe  said  bill  was  then,  on  a  motion  mtde 
by  Mr.  WiTasBELL,  ameoded  al  the  Clerk's  u* 
ble;  Bod  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pu>i 
as  amended,  it  was  thereupon  resolved  in  the  sffir- 
mative. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  tbe  Hoiue 
that  the  Senate  have  fwssed  a  bill,  entitled  "  Aa 
act  toaothorize  the  President  of  the  United  Sutet, 
under  certain  oooditiens,  to  suspend  the  operauoa 
of  tbe  act  laying  an  embargo  oa  all  ships  aap 
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As  in  the  ports  and  harbom  of  the  Uoited 
Stales,  ami  the  several  sappleueotarf  acts  there* 
to  to  which  they  detin  the  oonoomnee  of  this 
Hoose. 

The  bill  sent  from  tha  Senate,  cDiitled  Aa  act 
to  authorize  the  Prcstdcitt  of  the  Uaited  States, 
vader  ceriaiDfeoDdilioas,  tosuspead  the  operatioa 
of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  oa  all  ships  and  tcs- 
sda  ia  the  ports  aad  harbors  of  the  United  Stales, 
aad  ibe  aevanl  lapplementary  acts  thereto,"  ms 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Sommerl,  Simon  Phi)- 
ipson,  William  Hamon.  Archibald  kdeCsll,  and 
Isaac  Clason;"  to  whicn  they  desire  the  cooeur- 
rrooe  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  a  resolation 
proiKMed  by  Mr.  FoiNnEzna,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  on  the  eleTeath 
iMtant;  and  the  same  being  again  read  and 
aaaoded  at  the  Clerk's  table,  was  agreed  to  by 
lha  House,  as  follows: 

Smohed,  Thalt  a  committoe  be  a^fxrfnted  to  inqnire 
iula  the  eeadoet  «f  Peter  B.  Bruin,  a  Jadge  of  the 
SapwisT  Conrt  of  the  Mtsaiiappi  Territor;,  and  r«- 
port  whether,  ia  their  o|^iiioii>  he  hath  so  acted,  in 
hia  official  oapacitf,  as  to  require  the  inlerpoaitio&  of 
the  CoDstimtwnal  powers  of  this  House;  andthatthe 
•aid  comnuttee  have  powar  toaend  fi>r  petaon^  Fnp"*> 
and  records. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  PoiNDBxran,  Mr.  Daha,  Mr. 
WoAKToif ,  Mr.  HowARo,  Mr.  Jebemiab  Mobbow, 
Ms.  CALaooN,  and  Mr.  Jobh  Gaupbbll,  be  ap- 

Kinted  a  committee,  porsuant  to  the  said  reao- 
ioo. 

Mr.  G.  W.  CAHrs&LL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Wayii  and  Mesas,  presented  a  bill  making  appro- 

firiatioaa  for  the  support  of  aa  additional  military 
bme,  for  the  rear  one  'thotisand  eight  hundred 
and  eight ;  which  was  read  twiee  and  committed 
to  •  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  morrow. 

The  lull  seat  from  the  Smate,  eniltled  "  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Summerl,  Simon  Philip- 
son,  William  Hamra,  Archibald  McCall,  and 
Isaac  Clason,"  was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  Monday 
next. 

ARMING  THE  MILITIA 

The  Houae  then  took  up  the  unfinlihed  buaineas 
of  Satarday,  on  the  bill  for  arming  the  whole 
bodr  of  the  miliua. 

The  question  haTinjj;  been  pot  that  the  Com- 
mittee  have  leave  to  tit  again— 

llr.  HoiJ.AHn  (^posed  the  motion.  He  said 
the  Consiitation  had  never  ooatemplated  such  a 
s|rfCem  as  this.  It  was  contemplated  by  the  Cou- 
stitDiioa  that  the  aHitia  should  be  armed  by  the 
0aiicd  Stales  when  called  into  their  service,  but 
DOC  that  they  should  be  supplied  with  arms,  equip- 
nnaais,  to  perform  duty  at  musura,  &c.,  for 
the  aereral  States.  He  objected  to  it  on  another 
prtaei^e— that  it  impoaedan  artificial  obligatioa 
Oft  Ike  eitizciM  of  the  raapoetiTe  Stataa,  whieh 


might  be  incompatible  with  their  character  as 
citizens  of  those  States.  Suppose  a  man  called 
out  to  service  by  his  own  State^and  a  call  wen 
at  the  same  time  nude  upon  him  to  serve  the 
United  Sutes,  would  not  his  duty  to  the  State  be 
paramount  to  all  others?  The  principle  of  self- 
preserraiioD  would  dictate  that  duty ;  and  this 
bill  goes  to  establish  an  obligation  on  bim,  under 
force  of  which  he  may  be  compelled  to  leave  hit 
own  Sute,  when  she  most  neeas  his  services.  A 
contract  is  impliedly  made  by  bis  receiriog  arms' 
from  the  General  Government,  that  he  is  to  serve 
them  whenever  called  upon — why  7  Because  he 
has  received  a  bounty  for  enlistment.  He  is  un- 
der a  natural  obligation  to  serve  bis  own  State, 
but  he  stands  embarraased  when  at  the  same  time 
the  Qeaerat  Government  demands  his  services  as 
a  matter  of  right ;  and  the  State  not  having  treat- 
ed bim  with  the  same  kindness  as  the  General 
Government,  his  natural  obligation  to  the  State, 
of  eoorse,  relaxes.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to 
place  the  citizeu  in  this  situation  ?  Would  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia^  who  patronizes  the  bill, 
suffer  the  State  of  Vti^uia,  that  proud  and  hon- 
orable State,  to  come  to  the  Uaited  States  for  ita 
defence  t  Would  he  consent  to  wear  the  habili- 
ments of  the  General  Government  .to  serve  hia 
own  State  1  Bnt,  perhaps,  it  is  not  intended  to 
apply  to  him  or  gentlemen  of  his  standing— but 
to  the  poor.  I  hope  the  poor  are  as  Indepeadent 
as  the  rich,  and  would  contemn  a  bribe  as  much, 
but  I  would  not  put  them  in  a  situation  to  becon- 
taminared. 

Mr.  H.  objected  to  the  bill,  because  imposing 
an  obligation  on  the  citizen  should  the  Uofted 
States  at  any  time  hereafter  choose  to  employ 
them  in  unworthy  purposes,  the  demand  might  be 
irresistible,  from  the  implied  obligation,  and  the 
militia  might  be  constrained  to  perform  service, 
which,  otherwise,  they  would  revolt  at. 

There  were,  he  said,  already  in  the  arsenals  of 
the  Uaited  States  more  arms  than  would  ever  be 
wanted  for  all  the  militia  who  would  be  ealled 
into  serviee  at  one  time.  This  number  was  an- 
uaally  increased  by  eight  or  ten  thousand  stand  { 
and  this  session  they  had  made  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
As  fiiras  respected  arms,  then,  there  would  be  no 
occasion  for  appropriation,  or  difficulty  in  case  of 
war.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  even  during 
our  Revolutionary  war,  when  our  arms  were  so 
few  in  number,  there  was  much  more  difficulty  in 
getting  men  than  arms.  If,  iheB.  there  weresuT' 
plus  millions  in  the  Treasury,  they  ought  to  be 
reserved  to  pay  the  militia  for  their  services  wfaeu 
called  into  action,  and  not  expended  on  arma^ 
when  no  oceauon  for  them  eonld  be  demon- 
strated. 

The  Committee  then  obtained  leave  to  aft 
again ;  and  the  House  immediately  reserved  itself 
into  Committee  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dawson.— Since  the  commeBcement  of 
the  present  session,  I  have  voted  for  every  meas- 
ure, either  of  defence,  preparation,  or  precaution, 
which  has  been  brought  forward,  except  an  in- 
crease of  the  Military  Peace  BstaUishment,  and 
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the  eqaipmeiit  of  our  frigates.  I  mean  to  pursue 
(his  policy — the  embargo,  the  gunboats,  fortifica- 
tions, the  sale  of  arms  to  iudividual  States,  and 
4he  purchase  of  arms  and  artillery  by  the  United 
Stales,  all  received  my  approbation,  as  did  the  bill 
for  raising  an  additional  military  force,  as  a  War 
Kstablisbmeol.  Yea,  sir,  I  voted  for  that  bill  in 
all  the  forms  which  it  assumed,  during  the  three 
or  four  months  it  was  before  this  House.  I  would 
have  voted  foV  thirty-two  thousand  men;  and  I 
hesitate  not  to  declare  that  I  would  now  vote  for 
that  number,  or  a  lareer  one,  if  requisite. 

In  making  this  declaratioo,  I  am  not  apprehen- 
sive of  a  charge  of  being  friendly  to  standing 
armies,  or  uDfriendlicess  to  Republican  iostitu- 
tioDs.  These  things  afiect  me  not.  I  make  no 
declaratioo  of  my  political  principles,  except  to 
those  who  have  a  right  to  demand  them.  I  mean 
those  I  represent.  Nor  am  I  subject  to  a  charj^ 
of  incoosisteocj;.  In  1798  I  voted  ng^ainst  an  in- 
crease of  our  military  force,  because,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  circamstances  of  our  country  did  not 
require  it ;  in  1806  I  voted  for  the  increase  be- 
cause circumstances  did  require  it ;  and,  for  that 
reason,  I  am  now  in  favor  of  a  larger  increase. 

Sir,  there  are  times  and  circumstances  when  it 
hehooves  a  nation  to  call  forth  all  its  resources  to 
meet  impending  danger,  and  to  guard  the  threat- 
ened rights  andliberties  of  the  country.  Such,  I 
believe,  to  be  our  present  situation,  and  such  ought 
to  be  our  conduct. 

I  was  well  pleased,  some  time  ago,  at  the  coin- 
cidence of  sentiment  which  appeared  in  this 
Hoose  relative  to  our  foreign  relations ;  but  I  can- 
not please  myself, »  some  gentlemen  do,  with  the 
prospects  of  peace.  For  some  months,  I  have 
been  persuaded  that  we  shall  hare  war,' and  that 
belief  is  confirmed  by  every  information  which 
we  receive.  It  is  under  this  belief  that  I  am  in 
favor  of  that  bill,  and  for  filling  the  blank  with 
the  largest  sum  proposed.  I  am  in  favor  of  that 
for  considerations  of  a  more  permanent  nature.  I 
consider  it  as  a  subject  of  the  first  magnitude, 
and  ought  to  be  adopted,  whether  we  have  peace 
or  war.  The  arming  of  our  militia  has  always 
been  among  my  first  wishes :  I  consider  it  as  the 
surest  guarantee  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  I 
would  nave  relinquished  the  bill  for  an  additional 
number  of  troops,  which  I  advocated,  sooner  than 
this  bill.  I  also  wish  to  see  another  plan,  which 
one  of  my  colleagues  brought  forward,  carried 
into  effect.  I  mean  the  classification  of  the  mi- 
litia—thereby rendering  that  body  of  men  effi- 
cient. 

I  hope  the  blank  will  be  filled  with  the  hirgest 
■urn. 

.  The  question  having  been  ^ut  on  filling  the 
Uank  with  the  sum  of  one  milUon  of  dollars,  was 
negatired— ayes  27. 

Sir.  Rahdolpb  hoped  some  gentlauua  would 
propose  a  sum  with  which  it  iihould  be  thought 
proper  to  fill  the  blank. 

Mr.  BAaasTT  named  five  hundred  thootand 
dollsrs. 

.  Mr.  Smilie  said  that,  if  the  militia  were  to  be 
armed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  Slatea,  and 
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the  arms  to  remain  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  (dace  the  States  in  a  very  di»- 
greeable  situation ;  but  he  thought  that  the  Uai- 
ted  States  should  be  enabled  to  eommenee  the 
manufacture  of  arms.   He  wished  nther  that  the 
people  might  purchase  the  arms  (torn  the  United 
States,  or  that  the  State  governments  might  pu^ 
chase  the  arms  and  sell  tbem  to  the  people ;  for 
be  believed  they  never  would  get  any  mn  to 
take  proper  care  of  arms  which  he  did  not  bim- 
self  purchase.   It  was  not  so  extremely  hard  that 
every  man  should  Isy  out  ten  dollars  to  enible 
him  to  defend  his  country.   Gentlemen  should 
reflect.   Mr.  S.  said,  thatlmwever  necessarr  ii  is, 
that  the  people  should  be  armedj  it  is  eqaallf 
proper  that  the  arms  should  be  their  own  pioper- 
ty.   The  history  of  the  world,  be  said,  would 
show  that  the  danger  of  Republics  was  fron 
within  and  not  from  without.  The  primary  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  people's  possetrisK 
their  own  arms,  was,  that  they  might  take  care 
to  guard  against  ambitious  characters  who  migbt 
arise  in  opposition  to  the  liberties  of  the  peo^e. 
Tbef  r  situation,  then,  when  they  held  arms  at  die 
tenure  of  the  United  States,  would  be  more  dao- 
gerous  tban  if  they  were  not  armed  at  all ;  for  in 
the  one  case,  relying  on  the  arms  in  their  pones- 
sion,  if  deprived  of  them  hy  the  Qorernment,  at 
the  moment  they  had  occasion  to  use  them  agaiort 
usurpers,  they  would  fall  an  easy  sacrifice ;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  arms  were  not  in  their  haDds, 
they  would  take  care  to  guard  themselves,  aod  it 
least  preservetheir  independence.   It  bad,  indeed, 
been  said,  that  if  the  militia  were  once  aroied, 
tbey  would  never  snirmder  their  arms.  WooM 
any  gentleman,  anxious  for  hit  country's  eiirt- 
enee  as  a  nation,  wish  to  see  the  contest  wUeh 
must  ensue  from  such  an  insabordination  totke 
Gleneral  Qoveromeot?   His  idea  was  that  Ae 
Qovernment  should  manufacture  them,  and  ttef 
might  then  be  sold  to  the  State  government*.  He 
thought  they  should  be  manufactured  by  the  Gen* 
era!  Qovernment,  in  order  to  produce  tbe  unifor* 
.  mity  of  arms  so  desirable  throughout  the  Unioo. 
He  oelievid  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  wtsai 
much  as  could  be  used  before  the  next  sesiioB ; 
and  DO  gentleman  would  say  that  the  Hoiw 
would  be  less  capable  of  judging  of  the  ftoff 
amonntof  the  appropriation thm^than  atthistioe- 
He  would  mention  one  other  objection  to  a  largt 
appropriation :  whatever  the  state  of  the  Treasorr 
was  now,  every  man  roust  know  that  it  wooU 
not  be  overflowing  at  tbe  end  of  the  year. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  filling  the 
Uank  with  fire  hundred  thousand  d<^ia, «» 
negatived— 45  to  36. 

Tbe  sum  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  tboo*M 
dollars  having  been  mentioned— 

Mr.  Varmdm  said,  as  the  bill  now  stood,  be 
thooabt  it  violated  a  correct  |Mrinciple ;  that  ibe 
people  should  bold  the  arms  in  such  a  maanet 
that  neither  the  General  nor  State  Governmenti 
should  take  tbem  from  them.  He  was  perfeetlr 
disposed  to  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  extend 
the  manufacture  of  amu  in  our  own  eonntrf, 
provided  those  arnu  shwild  be  placed  in  sneh  * 
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•itaation  that  every  iadiridaal  citizen  might  pur- 
chase them  at  bis  own  expense.  The  principle 
itself  being  objectionable,  be  could  rote  for  no  ap- 
propriation ;  for  the  wm  origiaally  proposed  was 
not  suflScient  to  produce  any  susceptible  effect, 
while  it  would,  nevertheless,  prevent  Slates  and 
individuals,  who  now  have  it  in  contemplation  or 
hare  commenced  the  good  work,  from  arming 
themselves. 

Mr.  RowAM  was  in  faTor  of  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  did  not  apprehend  the  dangers  from 
it  which  some  gentlemen  did.  When  the  people 
trere  dispomd  to  be  fre^  they  would  not  surren- 
der their  libertT,  because  arms  were  given  (hem 
by-  the  Qeneral  Government ;  when  they  were 
disposed  to  be  slares,  they  would  not  retain  it,  al- 
though the  arms  they  held  were  their  own. 
While  the  people  were  vigilant,  and  took  the 
trouble  to  think,  they  would  never  suffer  from 
their  own  Government.  When  any  man  failed 
to  use  arms,  because  they  were  given  to  him 
when  his  libertv  was  at  stake,  he  would  not  have 
used  them  had  be  purchased  tbem.  The  idea  is 
too  finely  spun,  said  he;  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  the  nation  should  be  completely  armed  nut  by 
the  General  €h)vernment.  I  differ  with  gentle- 
iseD  on  another  ground.  So  far  as  relates  to  the 
operation  of  internal  regulations,  the  people  ought 
to  know  their  State  rights;  but,  in  questions  of 
general  defence  State  limits  ought  to  be  forgotten, 
and  the  question  of  arming  the  people  should  be 
ctmsidered  in  a  national  pomt  of  view.  The  Con- 
sCitation  has  guarantied  to  the  States  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  Republican  form  of  Goreniiueot  by 
the  United  States.  The  General  Goremment 
should  direct  and  control  the  use  of  arms;  and 
ibeir  eiBciency  will  not  be  less  when  derived 
from  the  General  Government,  than  if  they  were 

Snrchased  individually  by  the  people.  These 
angers,  so  alarmingly  depicted,  are  a  substitute 
for  argument,  instead  of  the  argument  itself.  I 
would  have  voted  such  a  sum  as  should  at  once 
have  armed  the  whole  body,  if  the  Treasury  bad 
been  in  a  situation  to  admit  it.  While  the  people 
are  conscious  of  their  rights,  yon  cannot  injure 
them ;  when  they  are  less  than  conscious  the 
peoide  cannot  keep  them  free.  I  therefore  think 
that  annittg  the  wnole  bod^  of  the  militia  would 
lie  the  best  preaervative  against  danger. 

BAr.  Yarhuh  said  that  although  the  gentleman 
last  np  conceived  his  ideas  on  this  subject  to  be 
too  finely  spun,  yet  they  were  correct.  Did  the 
gentleman  suppose  that  when  an  individual  was 
called  upon  to  give  up  the  arms  loaned  to  him  by 
the  United  States,  that  he  would  rebel?  If  gen- 
tlemen were  disposed  to  sanction  this  idea,  there 
was  an  end  to  all  law.  No,  said  Mr.  V.,  your 
laws  when  made  should  be  executed — for  they 
ongfat  to  be  such  as  the  good  sense  of  the  people 
cf  the  United  States  wiH  accord  in. 

Mr.  Rowan's  idea  was,  that  the  individual  was 
either  to  receive  these  arms  as  his  own  exclusive 
property,  or  that  ther  were  to  be  dispersed,  in 
araenau,  throDgbont  tne  United  Stales, 

Bf  r.  HOLUiini  was  perfectly  willing  to  procure 
am^  if  more  were  necessary  in  onr  atwaals ;  but 
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no  gentleman  had  shown  that  they  were  wanting. 
But  giving  arms  to  the  people  was  an  absurdity 
for  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  free- 
men to  receive  gif^s.  If  stven  to  be  restored  when 
the  Government  called  for  them,  when  that  call 
was  made,  no  honest  man  could  refuse  to  surren- 
der them,  because  they  were  not  his  own  proper- 
ty; and  this  would  place  the  people  in  a  situation 
to  become  slaves.  Mr.  H.  said  that  the  people  of 
this  nation  bad  loo  high  a  sense  of  freedom  to  be 
bought  by  these  indirect  means, 

Mr.  LLOvn  rebutted  the  objections  made  to  the 
bill  on  the  score  of  its  making  no  provision  for 
the  distribution  of  the  arms.  The  principle  was 
the  main  object,  and  the  detail  could  he  settled 
after  the  arms  were  procured.  But  gentlemen 
had  complained  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  had 
not  shown  the  necessity  for  arms.  He  asked  gen- 
tlemen if  they  would  acknowledge  that  there  was 
a  necessity  for  a  militia  ?  If  so,  for  what  purpose  ? 
Not  to  stand  in  the  ranks  once  a  month,  equipped 
with  cornstalks  or  crab  sticks,  but  to  fight  when 
their  country  stood  in  need.  Gentlemen  must 
admit  that  militia  were  not  necessarv,  or  they 
must  admit  that  it  was  necessary  that  they  should 
be  armed.  Suppose  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
were  now  to  be  called  out  to  use  all  the  arms  in 
tbe  possession  of  the  United  States^  what  would 
become  of  those  points  where  there  were  no  arms? 
It  must  be  acknowledged,  from  a  view  of  tbe 
coontry,that  arms  were  necessary  at  every  point. 

Gentlemen  have  said,  observed  Mr.  L.,  e  free- 
man will  not  esteem  a  musket  given  to  him  as 
much  as  .if  be  had  bought  it  himself.  By  that 
argument,  because  we  do  not  owe  our  liberty  to 
our  own  exertions,  but  received  it  from  our  ances- 
tors, we  must  therefore  esteem  it  tbe  less.  This 
argument,  by  the  way,  he  said  was  rather  in  con- 
tradiction to  one  used  by  the  same  gentleman, 
(Mr.  Holland,)  that  the  persons  to  whom  arms 
are  given  would  feel  so  extremely  grateful  for 
them,  that  they  would  be  induced  to  act  as  they 
otherwise  would  not. 

Mr.  Mastebs  went  at  some  length  into  an  ez- 
aminatiOD  of  the  conduct  of  France,  who  had 
desolated  all  the  countries  to  which  she  bad  turned 
her  attention.  It  was^  therefore,  time  to  arm  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  a^inst  the  designs  of 
France — for,  if  we  do  not  resist,  this  is  an  undone 
and  ruined  country. 

Mr.  FmoLET  made  objections  to  the  structure 
of  the  bill,  and  the  whole  conduct  of  the  business ; 
for  the  bill  was  accompanied  by  no  history  or  re- 
port, as  was  generally  expected  by  a  committee. 
He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill  declaring  in  its  title 
an  intention  to  arm  tbe  whole  bodyofthe  militia, 
which  could  never  be  accomplished,  being  but  a 
visionary  scheme. 

Mr.  Blaceledge  said  he  was  certainly  in  favor 
of  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He  would  have  voted 
for  th%  whole  sum  proposed  but  for  the  present 
situation  of  our  finances.  View  the  appropria- 
tions already,  and  with  great  propriety,  made  this 
session ;  if  we  run  into  war  we  are  not  even  now 
in  a  situation  to  bear  it  without  heavy  loans.  In 
voting  for  this  bill,  I  do  it  to  recognise  the  jaiit- 
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eiple  that  tbc  General  Goveranent  is  to  arm  the 
mtlitia.  We  hare  auflleient  now  in  oar  possea- 
sioo  to  repel  and  conquer  any  enemy,  while  yet 
enough  may  be  left  to  repel  any  predatory  attack. 
Therefore  I  do  not  wish  to  make  a  beary  appro- 
priation. We  have  already  appropriated  f4S0,000 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  arms  this  year,  which 
will  necessarily  diminish  the  sum  now  to  be  ap- 
propriated. I  will  here  just  obaerre,  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  we  are  doing  a  faror  to  the  people  of 
the  United  Slates  by  arming  them — for  I  kdow 
not  how  their  own  money  could  be  applied  to  a 
better  parpose  than  by  enabliag  them  to  defend 
themselves  against  any  nation  whatever. 

Mr.  Bibb  eipressed  himself  in  favor  of  the  sum 
of  $500,000;  not  that  it  coald  be  all  expended 
daring  the  present  year,  but  because,  by  appro- 
priating 10  large  a  sum,  it  wonld  be  in  their  power 
to  expend  a  lai^r  sam  the  ensuing  year,  because 
the  inducement  to  artisans  to  emlwrlt  in  such  an 
undertaking  would  be  greater. 

Mr.  Rbba  said  he  was  willing  to  appropriate 
the  money  if  he  could  see  a  provision  introduced 
for  distributing  the  arms.  They  ought  to  pass 
from  the  United  States  to  each  State  respective- 
ly, according  to  the  number  of  their  effective  mitt- 
tiSj  and  be  disposed  of  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
latiODs  as  the  respective  States  should  direct.— 
He  moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  for  the  par- 
pose  of  introducing  such  an  amendment  into  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Randoi^h  said  this  was  certainly  the  first 
time  he  had  erer  heard  of  a  motion  for  a  Com- 
mittee to  rise  in  order  to  amend  a  bill.  He  had 
heard  of  K^ng  into,  but  never  oat  of,  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  to  amend  a  bill.  This  is  an  an- 
fortunate  bill.  When  the  subject  was  before  the 
select  committee,  geotlemeu  would  not  permit  us 
to  report  any  provision  on  the  subject  of  distri- 
bution. Had  I  been  gratified  in  my  own  course, 
I  should  have  introduced  a  different  bill  from  the 
present ;  but  now  I  am  UDwiltiog  to  have  tbe  bill 
modified,  even  in  the  way  is  which  I  should  have 
originally  i)referred  it,  because,  in  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  the  discussion  which  such  amend- 
ments would  assuredly  lead  to  would  defeat  the 
bill;  and  in  this,  as  in  the  case  of  the  contract 
bill,  I  am  content  rather  (o  bare  a  bill  which  I  do 
not  like  so  well,  but  which  establishes  a  valuable 
principle  beyond  contradiction,  than  a  bill  which 
-  acknowledges  no  principle,  and  that  perhaps  post- 
poned till  the  30th  of  December  next  An  amead- 
inent  of  this  kind,  sach  is  the  contrariety  of  opin- 
ion on  this  subject,  might  give  rise  to  a  discussion 
which  would  last  out  the  whole  session.  Some 
gentlemen  are  of  opinion  that  the  arms  should  be 
given  gratuitously,  if  indeed  that  can  be  said  to 
be  gratuitously  given  which  was  purchased  with 
their  own  money;  some  are  for  selling  them; 
somefor  keeping  them  in  arsenals;  some(of  whom 
I  am  one)  are  for  giving  them  to  the  governments 
of  tbe  respective  States  in  trust  for  the  militia. 
But  the  mode  of  arrangement  need  not  be  decided 
before  tbe  arms  are  procured.  I  hope  we  shall  go 
on  and  pass  the  bill.  I  hope  we  shall  pledge  the 
faith  of  this  Government  for  arming  toe  militia 
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as  much  as  it  is  now  pledged  for  the  ptymeat  of 
the  public  debt. 

The  qaestion  beiog  taken  oa  the  Comnutlee^ 
rising,  was  negativef-Ayes  12. 

Mr.  Blodnt  was  in  favor  of  the  ottject  of  the 
UU.  Gentlemen,  in  opposing  it,  bad  given  as  a 
reason  for  voting  against  it,  the  arms  now  ia  po^ 
session  of  the  militia.  To  show  tbe  fallacy  of 
tbe  reliance  on  that,  he  took  up  the  return,  is 
which  there  is  stated,  as  being  in  the  hands  of 
the  militia  of  North  Carolina,  twenty-three  tboo- 
sand  muskets.  His  knowledge  of  the  State  ena- 
bled him  to  say  with  bcddness,  that  there  were  not 
a  fourth  of  that  number;  and  the  retura  itsdf 
showed  it,  for  there  was  not  a  ungle  bayoaat  re- 
turned to  all  these  muskets.  There  were  not  now 
enough  io  the  State,  he  was  convinced,  to  arm 
the  State's  quota  of  7,003  men — (heir  pioportioa 
of  the  100,000  to  be  raised. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  sum  of 
$450,000  and  nentired— 39  to  46. 

The  sum  of  $400,000  was  then  negatived— 46 
to  37. 

The  sum  of  $300,000  was  also  n^tired— 47 
to  41. 

Tbe  sum  uf  0200,000  was  agreed  to— 46  to  36, 

Mr.  Rhea  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
for  transmitting  tbe  arms  to  the  State  gorern- 
ments  respectively,  in  proportion  to  their efiecttvs 
numbers  of  militia,  and  by  them  to  be  distribnted 
among  the  militia. 

Mr.  BcRWBLL  suggested  the  jprt^riety  of  dis- 
tribudog  thearmsaeeording  to  the  represeatatioa 
friHn  each  State,  instead  of  the  aambn  of  mtlida} 
the  returns  being  so  defective,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  ascertain  the  proportion. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  this  amendment,  iskea 
in  connexion  with  tbe  bill  as  it  now  stood,  re* 
minded  him  of  tbe  clause  in  tbe  will  of  the  pioos 
licentiate,  who,  as  a  recompense  for  his  patieat 
attendance  on  him,  left  Oil  Bias  all  his  library 
and  aU  his  manuscripts.  AU  the  arms  which  the 
sum  of  $200,000  could  purchase;  all  this  mightjr 
quantity  were  to  be  distributed  amoD|[  all  th« 
Slates  and  aU  the  Territories.  He  considered  the 
bill  efficiently  destroyed  by  tiie  vole  to  fill  tbe 
blank  with  $200,000.  It  was  proposed  to  arm  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States 
with  a  sum  incompetent  to  keep  pace  with  the 
annual  increase  of  the  militia;  and  tbe  militia 
would  be  just  as  far  from  being  armed  in  twenty 
yeats  after  the  passage  of  tbe  bill  as  they  were 
now.  Twenty  thousand  stand  of  arms  a  ycer 
would  bardiy  make  up  for  tbe  wear  and  tear. 
But  supposing  the  necessity  of  an  amendment 
similar  to  that  proposed,  he  thought  thecondilioit 
an  improper  one.  He  thought  the  arms  should 
first  be  distributed  among  those  States,  the  miltiia 
of  which  were  most  disarmed.  He  hoped  tbe 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  would  not  press  his 
amendment,  for  be  considered  the  bill  really  de- 
funct; and  he  knew  not  but  the  best  way  wo«^ 
be  to  put  the  bill  to  sleafs  aad  revive  it  at  a  futuie 
period. 

Mr.  Lton  said,  if  the  arms  were  to  he  goV  he 
could  see  no  oeeeesity  for  distribattog  them  » 
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tkif  waf ;  he  thought  they  shoalcl  be  distriboted 
Int  to  uiose  who  stood  in  need  of  them.  If  the 
lauBdmnt  wer«  adopted  in  tDjr  shape,  he  iboald 
bare  for  his  distriet,  eompriuDc  somewbat  leas 
than  one  haadred  thoosaod  aoala,  seTcaty  guaal 

Mr.  RasA  said  that  alt  the  objections  whieh 
had  beeo  urKcd  went  to  the  amoaet  appropriated, 
tad  not  to  the  askendmeot. 

Mr.  HoLLAKD  said  that  the  desires  of  the  een- 
demen  from  Virginia  and  Eentocl^jr  were  lihe 
some  other  principles  which  souaded  well,  and 
were  calcalated  to  eatoh  the  ear,  bat  coutd  have 
no  stability.  Would  it  be  jastice  to  ^ire  arms  to 
those  States  who  had  been  too  oe^tigeot  to  pro* 
cure  arms,  in  preference  to  those  which  had  rigid- 
ly performed  their  dutyl   He  thought  not. 

The  amendmrat  was  adopted— 43  to  37.  The 
CTommitiee  then  rose  aod  reported  the  bill. 

On  the  qaestioo  that  the  said  bill,  with  the 
aBMB^neBls,  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  54,  nays  33, 
as  follows: 

Tbas— LcmDsl  J.  Ablon.  Willis  AMsn,  jr..  Bm- 
wtXt  Bttvetl,  WUIiam  Bladtledge,  Thomas  Bknut, 
Idun  Bt^d.  Williun  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoon,  John 
Cnnpbell,  John  Cloptcm,  John  Colpspper,  John  Daw- 
ma,  3tmeA  De^s,  John  W.  Eopes,  CbarlM  Gol^ 
boTOogh,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  John  Heiater,  William 
Hogs,  David  Holmes,  John  G.  Jackson,  Kichsrd  M. 
Johnaim,  Philip  B.  Key,  John  Lombert,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  John  Lon,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Haeon,  RoIh 
wt  Marion,  William  McCreery.  Daniel  Montgomery, 
jnn^  John  Montgomery,  Thomas ^oore,  JeremiahMor- 
ww,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilaon  C.  Nich- 
olas, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Kichards,  8am- 
oel  Hiker,  John  Bowsn,  John  Rossell,  Dennia  8meh, 
John  Smilie,  Samnel  Bmith,  John  Smttti,  Henry  Sooth* 
aid,  Kichard  Stanford,  John  Taybr,  Archibald  Van 
Bora,  Daniel  C  Verplandt,  Jesse  Whartoni  David  R. 
mmami^  Alexander  Wilsmi,  and  James  WithMett. 

Nats — Bnhiri  Baeon,  David  Bard,  John  Blaka,  jr.. 
Bsbeit  Brown,  Bicbard  Cntts,  Samoel  W.  Dana,  John 
Dafeaport,  jr.,  Josiah  Deane,  WiUiam  Ely,  William 
^iidiey,  Jaoiea  Fiak,  Franos  Gardner,  fasiah  L.  Green, 
hAa  Hanis.JamssH<dland,R«Qben  Humphreys,  Dan- 
itt  lUey,  William  Mihior,  Nicholas  R.  Moore.  Thos. 
Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  John  Pngh.  Josiah 
Qain^.  James  Sloan,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Clement 
Stom,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Samuel  Tannrt.  Beiyamin 
TaUmadge,  Jno.  ThompMn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Bobeit  Whitdiill,  and  Isaac  Wilbour. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  read  the  third 
lioie  to>morrow. 


ToBSDAT,  April  19. 
Hr.  CtJi«K,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  foorteeath  insiaoL  nreaeoted  a  hill  author- 
ixiag  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Orleaos 
to  mpply  vacaaoies  in  the  Legislative  Council  of 
that  Territory ;  whieh  was  read  twiee  aad  eom- 
miiied  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh<rie  on  Thnrs* 
day  next. 

Mr.  RowAH,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
r^erred  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  Harry  Innes.  District  Judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Eentacky  relative  to  his 
having  been  privy  to  eertain  fffojeou  for  dismem- 
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bering  the  Union,  &c.,  reported,  that  they  have 
considered  the  same  and  the  aecompaayia^  doc- 
aments,  which  doeamenu  are  the  only  evidenea 
whieh  the^  are  informed  can  be  obtained  mate- 
rial to  the  inquiry,  and  are  of  opinion  that  Harrjr 
Innes  has  not  so  aeted  as  to  require  the  interposH 
lion  of  the  Coasiitutional  power  of  this  House.— 
The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itaelf  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  coocern- 
iog  invalid  penaioDera. 

An  amendment  was  made  to  (he  bill,  op  motion 
of  Mr.  HoLHEfl,  to  admit  on  the  pension  list  per- 
sons disabled  ftc^  although  they  may  already  ba 
placed  on  the  peoaion  list  of  any  State. 

The  Committee  reported  the  bill  id  the  House 
as  amended,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  arming  and  equipping  tho 
whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  State* 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SUSPENSION  OP  THB  EMBARGO. 
The  bill  to  authorize  the  Presideat  of  the  Uni* 
led  States,  under  certain  conditions, to  suspend  the 
embargo,  naviDg  been  received  from  the  Senate^ 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
furtherconsideration  of  Mr.  CAMPBELL^a  resolution 
was  dispensed  with;  and  the  House  resolved  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  RAMMLPBsaid  that  they  had  lately  gotten 
into  a  strange  habit  of  eallixig  things  by  their 
wrong  names.  Tbcother  day,  said  be,  we  received 
a  biU  from  the  Senate  for  making  an  addition  to 
the  Peaoe  fistablishmeat,  without  limiMtion;  wa 
cbriatmed  the  hiU  by  the  style  and  title  of  a  hiU 
to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional  military 
force.  Km  is  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presideat  of 
the  United  States,  under  certain  conditions,  to  ana- 
pend  the  o|»eration  of  the  embargo }  and  for  cer- 
tain condiuoos  certainly  none  ever  were  nearet 
uncertainty  than  these  are.  What  are  the  con- 
ditions? They  are  not  positive,  and  of  these, 
such  as  they  are,  the  President  at  last  is  to  dettr-< 
mine.  The  President,  under  certain  conditions^  is 
to  suspend  the  embargo,  and  when  yon  inquire 
what  those  conditions  are,  you  find  them  uncer- 
tainties— contiogenoies  of  which,  when  they  ha|>- 
pen,  he  is  the  sole  and  exclusive  judge.  Now  if 
we  do  authorize  the  President  to  suspend  the  em- 
bargo under  certain  conditions,  lot  us  ascertain 
than.  Let  them  not  be  uncertain.  ]>t  him  not 
have  a  discretion  whether  he  will  suspend  the 
embargo  or  not. 

It  is  not  my  parpoae  now  to  recapitulate  my 
former  argument  on  this  subject;  but  I  do  say 
that  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  to 
have  a  discretion  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  absolata 
and  unqualified,  not  oqI^  substantially  so  but  nom- 
inally so;  and  the  objection  to  this  bill  is,  that 
Qoder  the  pretence  of  qualification  to  discretion, 
under  the  mask  (oot  by  this  intending  any  disre- 
spect to  the  ether  branch  of  the  Legislature)  of 
restriciiag  the  power,  you  do  in  fact  give  bim  an 
onqtialifial  power;  and  no  geDtlaaas  who  jeada 
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the  bill  can  for  a  momeat  besitale  to  acknowledge 
tbe  correctness  and  soundness  of  tbe  doctrine.  I 
rise  not  so  much  to  enter  into  discussion  (for  I  feel 
mvself  nnable)  as  to  offer  an  amendment,  which, 
if  It  be  lost  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  I  wilt  re- 
iterate in  the  House,  to  ascertain  its  sense.  I 
mo?e  therefore  to  strike  out  from  the  enacting 
clause  in  the  firat  section  to  the  end  of  it  and 
insert: 

"  That  the  act  k^ing  an  embarso  on  all  ships  and 
Teasels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States, 
and  Uie  sereral  acts  sapplementaiy  thereto,  dull  be  re- 
pealed, so  fkr  as  they  prohiUt  true  wMi  Fnnce  and 
her  dependendea,  and  States  aasodated  in  common 
cause  with  her,  as  so»n  as  the  United  States  shall  be 
exempted  from  the  operaUon  of  her  decrees  of  Ui«  Slst 
NoTember  1806,  and  December  1807,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  have  offidally  been  no- 
tified thereof,  '<«nd  shall  have  received  assurances  that 
the  existing  stipulations  between  the  United  States  and 
fVanee  vrill  be  leiqtected  by  her. 

And  bt  it  furiker  eruutedf  That  the  said  acts  shall 
be  repealed  ao  Ar  aa  Hhej  prohibit  trade  with  Great 
Brit^,her  dependences  and  States  assodated  in  com- 
mon cause  wita  her,  as  soon  as  her  Orders  of  Council 
of  November  Isst  shall  be  revoked,  so  far  as  they  afiect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Prendent 
of  the  United  States  shall  have  received  official  assur- 
ances thereof  and  that  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United 
Sutes  shall  he  respected  by  them.  And  the  Present 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  and  he  la  hereby  anthtnrixed 
and  required,  on  the  receipt  of  such  assurances  from 
either  of  the  two  belligerents,  to  notify  the  same  ibrth- 
with  by  proclamation  ;  vfherenpon  the  embargo  shall 
be  removed  in  regard  to  such  IwlUgerents.  And  if  such 
assurances  be  received  fixHn  both  belligerents,  procla- 
mations shall  in  tike  manner  be  fbiiUiwith  issued; 
whereupon  the  acts  aforesaid  and  the  several  acts  sup- 
{dementary  thereto  diall  cease  and  determine." 

I  will  state  in  a  few  words  why  1  hare  not  in- 
serted in  that  amendment  anyconaition  respecting 
reparation  for  the  afiair  of  the  Chesapeake.  It 
was  not  because  the  bfU  from  the  Senate  contains 
no  such  principle;  but  because  the  embargo  has 
nerer  been  considered,  that  I  recollect^  certainly 
it  was  not  so  cooaidered  by  the  gentleman  who 
moved  the  resolution,  as  a  redaction  on  onr  part 
in  consequence  of  that  outrage;  becatise  tbe  step 
was  not  taken  till  some  time  af^er  that  outran ; 
and  because  it  was  taken  before  we  kitew  whether 
reparation  would  be  made  for  the  outrage  or  not. 
Id  fitct  it  was  never  said  by  any  gentleman  who 
advocated  it,  to  have  any  connexion  with  that 
transgression,  which  stood  on  its  own  demerits. 
Tbe  embargo  grew  out  of  the  French  decrees  and 
British  proclamations,  and  if  justiGed  by  the  Bri- 
tish proclamation,  was  assuredly  yet  more  justified 
by  the  Orders  of  Council  which  followed  it.  It 
was  then  a  measure  intended  to  meet  the  aggres- 
sions OD  onr  commerce  by  tbe  two  belligerents ; 
and  not  a  measure  of  resentment  in  eonsequeoce 
of  the  aggression  on  the  Chesapeake,  It  is  there- 
fore that  I  have  thought  proper  not  to  mingle 
snlneets  which  at  all  times  ought  to  hare  been 
and  I  nndeistand  now  an  kept  separate  and  dis- 
tinct. 

Mr.  QAnoTv— Mr.  Chairman,  ih«  ameadment 
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proposed  to  this  bill  by  the  gentleman  from  Vtr> 
ffioia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  for  its  object  to  limit 
the  Executive  discretion  in  suspending  tbe  em- 
bargo to  certain  specified  events — the  removal  of 
the  French  decrees ;  tbe  revocation  of  tbe  British 
Orders.  It  differs  from  the  bill,  as  it  restricts  ihc 
range  of  the  President's  power  to  relieve  ilie  peo- 
ple from  this  oppressive  measure.  In  this  point 
of  view,  it  appears  to  mc^  even  more  ohjeetioraile 
than  the  bill  itself.  To  neithtt  oaa  I  vieU  ny 
sanction.  And  as  the  view  which  I  soall  ofia 
will  be  different  from  any  which  has  been  ulm 
of  this  subject,  I  solicit  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee. 

A  few  days  since,  when  the  principle  of  this  bill 
was  under  discussion,  in  the  form  of  a  resolution, 
a  wide  field  was  opened.  Almost  every  subject 
had  the  honors  of  debate  except  that  which  wis 
tbe  real  object  of  it.  Oor  British  and  Frepeb 
relations,  the  merits  and  demerits  of  tbe  expired 
and  rejected  treaty,  as  well  as  those  of  tbe  late 
negotiators  and  of  the  present  Administratiou ;  tU 
were  canvassed.  I  enter  not  upon  these  topics. 
They  are  of  a  high  and  most  interesting  oatatc. 
Bat  their  connexion  with  tbe  principte  of  Ihii 
bill  is,  to  say  the  least,  remote.  There  are  coft- 
siderations  intimately  connected  with  it,  enoo^ 
to  interest  oar  zeal  and  to  awaken  our  anxiety. 

The  question  referred  to  our  consideration  is, 
shall  the  President  be  authorized  to  suspend  the 
embargo  on  the  occurrence  of  certain  specified 
contingencies?  The  same  question  is  iocludnl 
in  the  proposed  amendment  and  tbe  bill.  Both 
limit  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  suspension  of 
tbe  embargo  to  the  occurrence  of  certain  erwu. 
The  only  difference  i;.  that  the  discretion  given 
by  the  former  is  more  limited  ;  that  given  by  the 
latter  is  more  liberal. 

In  the  course  of  tbe  former  discussion  a  Consti' 
tutional  objection  was  raised  which,  if  welt  fouod- 
ed,  puts  an  end  to  both  bill  and  amendment.  It 
is  impossible,  therefore,  not  to  give  it  a  short  ex- 
amination. It  was  contended  that  the  Constiin- 
tion  had  not  givm  this  House  tbe  power  to  aa- 
thorize  the  President  at  bis  discretion  to  snspena 
a  law.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr. 
KB7)and  thegentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.RiN- 
DOLPB,)  both  of  great  authority  and  inflaence  is 
this  House,  maintained  this  doctrine  with  no  lets 
zeal  than  eloquence.  I  place  my  opinioQ]  ^}^^ 
great  diflSdence,  in  tbe  scale,  opposite  to  theirs. 
But  as  my  conviction  is  different,  I  must  give  the 
reasons  for  it — why  I  adhere  to  the  old  caaons; 
those  which  have  been  received  as  the  rule  both 
of  faith  and  practice,  by  every  political  sect,  which 
has  had  power,  ever  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  rather  than  (o  these  new  dogmas. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  I 
understand  it,  has  in  every  part  reference  to  the 
nature  of  the  things  and  tbe  neceasities  of  society- 
No  portion  of  it  was  intended  as  a  mere  groood 
for  the  trial  of  technical  skill  or  verbal  ingenuity. 
The  direct,  express  powers,  with  which  it  invests 
Congress,  are  always  to  be  so  eotistrued  as  to  «>- 
aUe  the  peo^  to  attain  the  end,  for  which  they 
wmgiTca.  Tbiaistobcgaiiieredfrom  thenatore 
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of  those  powen,  compared  with  the  known  exi- 
Mneies  of  soeietv  and  the  other  prorisiooa  of  the 
CoDstiiation.   It  a  question  arise^  as  in  this  eas^ 
eoDeersiDg  the  extent  of  the  incidentst  and  im- 
plied powera  rested  in  us       the  Constitation, 
Uie  insirument  itself  contains  the  criterion,  by 
which  it  is  to  be  decided.   We  bare  autboritjr  to 
make  "laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  eiecmion"  powers,  uDquestionably  Tested. 
Reference  most  be  had  to  the  nature  of  these 
powers  to  know  what  is  "necessary  and  proper" 
for  their  wise  execution.   When  this  necessity 
lod  propriety  appear,  the  Constitution  has  ena- 
bled OS  to  make  the  correspondent  provisions. 
To  the  execution  of  many  of  the  powers  rested 
in  us,  by  the  Constitation,  a  dlseretion  is  uece^ 
sarily  and  properly  incident.    And  when  this 
a|ijMara  from  the  natare  of  any  parttenlar  power, 
it  u  eeriainly  competent  for  aa  to  ffforide  by  law 
that  such  a  discretion  shall  be  exercised.  Thus 
for  instance,  the  power  to  borrow  money  must  in 
its  exercise  be  regulated,  from  its  rerjr  nature,  by 
eircumstanees,  not  always  to  be  anticipated  by 
the  Legislature  at  the  time  of  pasting  a  law  au- 
tborizinga  loan.   Will  any  man  contend  that  the 
Legislature  is  necessitated  to  direct  either  abso- 
btely  that  a  certain  sum  shall  be  borrowed,  or  to 
limit  the  event  on  which  the  loan  is  to  take  place? 
Ctnnot  it  vest  a  general  discretion,  to  borrow  or 
Dot  to  borrow,  according  to  the  view  which  the 
Executive  may  possess  of  the  state  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  of  the  general  exigencies  of  the  country, 
panienlarly  in  cases  where  the  loan  is  contem- 
plated at  some  future  day,  when  perhaps  Con- 
gress is  not  in  session,  and  when  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  the  coaotrv,  cannot  be  foreseen  1 
In  the  ease  of  the  two  millions  appropriated  for 
^e  purchase  of  the  Floridas,  such  a  discretion 
was  invested  in  the  Executive.  He  was  author* 
ized,  "if  necessary,  to  borrow  the  sum^  or  any 
part  thereof."    This  authority  he  never  exer- 
cised, and  thus,  according  to  the  argument  of 
gentlemen  oa  the  other  side,  he  has  made  null 
a  legfslatiTe  act.   For  so  far  as  it  depended  upon 
his  discretion,  this  not  being  exercised,  it  is  a  nul- 
lity. The  power  *'  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  United 
States'*  will  present  a  case  in  which,  from  the 
natare  of  the  power,  a  discretion  to  suspend  the 
operation  of  a  law  may  be  necessary  and  proper 
to  its  execution.   Congress  by  one  law  direct  tne 
^eeutire  to  pay  off  the  eight  per  cent,  stock, 
mil  gentlemen  seriously  eontend  that  hr  another 
It  may  not  inrest  him  iriih  a  general  diseretion 
to  stop  the  payment ;  that  is,  to  suspend  the  oper- 
■tkin  of  the  former  law,  if  the  state  of  the  Treas- 
nry,  or  even  more  generally,  if  the  public  good 
noflld  in  his  opinion  reqaire  ?  An  epidemic  pre- 
ytils  in  one  of  oor  eommereial  cities ;  intercourse 
is  prohibiM  with  it;  Congress  is  abont  to  ter* 
Quiate  its  session  and  the  distemper  still  rages. 
Can  it  be  questioned,  that  it  is  within  our  Con- 
stitutional power  to  authorize  the  President  to 
suspend  the  operation  of  the  law,  whenever  the 
public  safety  will  permit?    Whenever,  in  his 
opinion,  it  is  expedient  7  The  meanest  indiridnal 
u  society,  in  the  most  humble  transaelioosof  ba- 
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ainess,  can  avail  himself  of  the  dtsoretion  of  hia 
confidential  agent,  in  cases  where  his  own  cannot 
be  applied.  Is  it  possible  that  the  combined  wis- 
dom of  tbe>nation  is  debarred  from  investing  a 
similar  discretion,  whenever,  from  the  nature  of 
the  particular  power,  it  is  necessary  and  proper  to 
its  execution? 

The  power  of  suspending  laws,  against  which 
we  have  so  many  warnings  in  history^  was  a  pow- 
er exercised,  contrary  to  the  law,  or  in  dental  of 
its  authority,  and  not  under  the  law  and  by  virtue 
of  its  exju-ess  investment.  Without  entering 
more  minutely  into  the  argument,!  cannot  doubt 
but  that  Congress  does  possess  the  power  to  au- 
thorize the  President  by  law  to.  exetctFe  a  discre- 
tionary sosptnsion  of  a  law.  A  contnxy  doetrina 
would  lead  to  multiplied  Inconrenieaces ;  and 
would  be  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  proper 
execution  of  some  of  the  powers  of  the  Constita- 
tion. It  is  true  that  this,  tike  erery  other  power, 
is  liable  to  abuse.  But  we  are  not  to  forego 
a  healthy  action,  because,  in  iu  excess,  it  may  Be 
injurious. 

The  expediency  of  investing  the  Bxecutir* 
with  such  an  authority,  is^always  a  critical  qoea- 
tion.  In  this  case,  from  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  manner  in  which  the  embargo  op- 
presses all  our  interests,  the  inquiry  into  our  duty 
in  relation  to  it,  is  most  solemn  and  weighty.  It 
is  certain  some  prorlsion  must  be  made  toacbing 
the  embargo,  previous  to  our  adjournment.  A 
whole  people  is  laboring  under  a  most  grievous 
compression.  All  the  business  of  the  nation  is 
deranged.  All  ita  active  hopes  are  frustiated. 
AU  its  industry  stagnant.  Its  numerotis  prodncta 
hastening  to  their  market,  are  stopped  in  their 
coarse.  A  dam  is  thrown  across  the  current,  aad 
every  hour  the  strength  and  the  tendency  lowardi 
resistance  is  accnmulatiiig.  The  scene  we  are 
now  witnessing  is  altogether  unparalleled  in  his- 
tory. The  tales  of  fiction  hare  no  parallel  for  iL 
A  new  writ  is  executed  upon  a  whole  people. 
Not,  indeed,  the  old  monarchical  writ,  ite  exeat 
regtm^  but  a  new  republican  writ,  ne  exeat  rem- 
vubHcam.  Freemen,  in  the  pride  of  their  liberty, 
hare  restraiats  imposed  on  them,  which  despotism 
never  exercised.  They  are  fastened  down  to  the 
soil  by  the  enchantment  of  law ;  and  their  prop- 
erty vanishes  in  the  very  process  of  reservation. 
It  is  impoMiUe  for  us  to  separate  and  leave  such 
a  people,  at  such  a  moment  as  this,  without  ad- 
tunistenng  soma  opiate  to  their  distress.  Soma 
hom,  however  distant,  of  alienation  must  b« 
proffered  J  stHne  prospect  of  rdief  opened.  Other- 
wise, justly  might  we  fear  for  the  remit  of 
such  an  unexampled  pressure.  Who  eta  aay 
what  counsels  despair  might  sn^^t,  or  what 
weapons  it  might  furnish  ? 

Some  provision  then,  in  relation  to  the  em- 
htxgo,  is  unavoidable.  The  natare  of  it,  is  the 
inqttiry.  Three  coarses  hare  been  propmed — to 
repeal  it;  to  slay  here  and  watch  it;  to  leave 
with  the  Executirethe  power  to  suspend  it.  Con- 
cerning repeal  I  will  say  nothing.  I  reqwct  the 
known  and  immutable  determination  of  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House.  Ho  werer  eoarinced  I  mMj 
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be,  that  repeal  is  the  ooly  wise  and  probably  the 
ODly  safe  course,  I  cannot  perraade  myself  to 
urge  ai^uments  which  hate  beeo  often  repeated, 
and  to  which,  so  far  from  yraniior  them  any 
weight,  Terr  few  seem  willing  to  listen.  The 
end  to  which  I  aim  will  not  counteract  the  set- 
tled p^n  of  poliejr.  I  consider  the  embargo  as  a 
■Mftsare  from  whieh  we  are  not  to  recede,  at  least 
not  doriog  the  present  seuiba.  And  my  object  of 
IS,  in  what  hands,  and  ander  what  ana- 
pieea  it  shall  be  left,  so  as  best  to  efibet  its  arowed 
pnrpose  and  least  to  injure  the  oommnnity.  Re> 
peat,  then,  is  out  of  the  question.  Shall  we  stay 
by  and  watcht  This  has  been  mommeaded. 
Watch  1  What?  "Why.  the  erisbP  And 
do  gentlemen  serionaly  faielieye  that  any  crisis 
which  events  in  Europe  are  likeir  to  produce  will 
be  either  prevented  or  meliorated,  by  such  a  body 
as  this,  remainioff,  during  the  whole  summer, 
perehed  upon  this  hill  7 

To  the  tempest  which  is  abroad  we  can  give 
no  direction ;  over  it  we  have  no  conirol.  It  nay 
spend  its  force  on  the  ocean,  now  desolate  by  our 
Hwa,  or  it  may  lay  waste  our  shores.  We  bare 
abandoned  the  former,%nd  for  the  latter,  though 
we  have  been  six  months  in  session,  we  have  jwe- 

Cred  no  adequate  shield.  Besides,  in  my  appre- 
osion,  it  is  the  first  duty  ot  this  House  to 
expedite  the  retaro  of  its  members  to  their  con- 
alitueote.  We  bare  been  six  months  in  cmiin- 
ned  session.  We  begin,  I  fear,  to  lose  our  sym- 
pathies for  those  wbmn  we  represent.  What  ceo 
we  know,  in  this  wilderness,  of  the  effects  of  our 
measures,  upon  civilized  and  commercial  life? 
We  ree  nothing,  we  feel  notbiog,  but  through  the 
interveDtira  of  newspapers,  or  of  letters.  The 
one  obscured  by  ifae  filth  of  party ;  tbe  other  often 
distorted  by  personal  feeling  or  by  private  inmest. 
It  is  our  immediate,  our  rndispeBsablc  duty,  to 
mingle  with  the  raB«i  of  our  brethren  and  by  di- 
rect mterconrse  to  leara  their  will;  to  realize  tbe 
Mmperatniedf  their  minds;  to  ascertain  theirsen- 
tknenie  conceraing  oar  measures.  The  only 
tonaa  th«  remains  i«  to  leave  wUb  the  Cxeeu- 
tiv*  the  power  to  suspend  tbe  embargo.  But  tbe 
degree  of  power  with  whieh  he  ought  to  be  vest- 
ed,  is  made  a  question.  Shell  he  be  limited  only 
hf  his  sense  of  ttie  pnUie  good,  to  be  colleeted 
nom  all  the  unforeieen  etreumstanees  whieh  may 
ooenr  daring  theieoessj  or  shall  it  be  exereised 
oidy  on  tbe  oceurrenee  of  certain  specified  coa- 
tingeneies?  Tbe  bill  profMeea  the  last  mode.  It 
also  oeataint  other  provisions  highly  exception- 
able and  dangerous ;  ioasmueb  as  it  permiu  the 
President  to  raise  the  embargo,  "fa  port  or  in 
mMe,"  and  authorises  him  to  exercise  an  unlim- 
ited discretion  as  to  the  penalties  and  restrietioos 
he  may  la^  upon  the  commerce  he  shall  allow. 
Ilyobjectioos  to  Ae  bill,  therefore,are— first,  that  it 
limits  the  exeroise  or  the  Executive  as  to  tbe 
whole  emba^o,  to  partieotar  events,  which  if 
Hur  do  not  occur,  no  discretion  can  be  exereised, 
and  let  the  necessity  of  abaadooing  tbe  measure 
in  other  respect^  ever  so  great,  the  specified 
ennis  not  oeeuning,  the  embaigo  is  absolute  at 
Iwt  naiil  lb*  cuaing  eeam}  next,  that  if  the 


events  do  happen,  tfae  whole  of  the  commerce  be 
may  in  his  discretion  set  free,  is  entirely  at  fail 
mercy ;  tbe  door  is  opened  to  every  species  of 
favontiatn,  personal  or  local.  This  power  mar 
QOt  be  abused;  but  it  ought  not  to  be  trusted. 
The  true,  the  only  safe  ground  on  which  this 
meuure,  during  our  absence,  ought  to  be  placed 
is,  that  which  was  taken  in  the  year  1794.  Tbi 
President  ought  to  have  authoriyr  to  take  off  the 
piohibiUoo,  wbenever,in  hisJudgmmt^thepabUi 
good  shall  require;  not  partially,  not  under ailH- 
trary  btmds  and  restrictions ;  but  totally,  if  at  aU. 
I  know  that  this  will  be  rung  in  the  popoUr  ear, 
as  an  unlimited  power.  Dictatorships,  pr<rteeto^ 
shipiL  '*  shadows  dire  will  throng  into  the  meah 
ory."  But  let  gentlemen  weigh  the  real  natotc 
of  the  power  I  advocate,  aod  uiey  will  find  it  aot 
so  enormous  as  it  first  appears,  and  in  effect  nmch 
less  than  the  bill  itself  proposes  to  iovesu  Id  thi 
one  case  he  has  tbe  simple  and  solitary  power  ti 
raising  or  retaining  the  probibiUoo,  according  lo 
his  view  of  the  public  good.  In  tbe  other  he  is  aot 
only  the  judge  of  the  evenu  specified  in  the  bill, 
but  also  of  toe  degree  of  comaierce  to  be  permit- 
ted, of  the  plaoe  from  which  and  to  which  it  iste 
be  allowed ;  be  is  tbe  judge  of  its  nature,  aod  bai 
the  power  to  impose  whatever .  regulation  he 
pleases.  Sorely  there  can  be  no  question  bnt 
that  the  latter  power  is  of  much  more  magnitn^ 
and  more  portentous  than  tbe  former.  I  solicit 
gentlemen  to  lay  aside  their  prepossessions  and  to 
investigate  what  the  substaniial  interest  of  thu 
country  requires;  to  consider  by  what  disposi- 
tions this  measure  may  be  made  least  dangerous 
to  the  tranquillity  and  interests  of  this  people ;  u4 
most  productive  of  that  peculiar  good,  wbiebii 
avowed  to  be  its  object.  I  address  oot  those  who 
deny  our  Constitutiooal  power  to  invest  a  discre- 
tion to  suspend,  but  I  address  the  great  majority, 
who  are  friendly  to  this  bill,  who,  by  adopiii^  ^ 
sanction  the  coastitotionality  of  the  grant  of 
fresh  authority  to  whom,  therefore,  the  degree 
of  discretion  is  ft  fair  question  of  expedieocf. 
In  reeommendiDg  that  a  discretitm,  not  limitei 
hf  eveots,  should  be  vested  in  die  Exeentir^ 
I  can  have  no  personal  wish  te  aogment  Ui 
power.  He  is  no  political  friend  ol  mine.  I 
deem  it  essential,  both  for  the  tranquillity  of  ibi 
people  and  for  the  success  of  the  measure,  tbst 
such  a  power  should  be  committed  to  fain- 
Neither  personal  nor  party  feelings  shall  prevent 
me  from  advocatiag  a  measure,  in  my  estime* 
tion,  saluiary  to  tbe  most  important  interesuci 
this  country.  It  is  true  that  I  am  among  the  eu- 
liest  aod  iIk  most  uniform  opponents  of  the  em- 
bargo. I  have  seen  nothing  to  vary  my  origiul 
belief,  that  its  policy  was  equally  cruel  to  indirid- 
uals  and  mischievous  to  society.  As  a  weapoa 
to  control  foreign  Powers,  it  seemed  to  me,  daltt- 
ioasin  iu  effect,  nnceruin  in  its  operation;  of 
all  possible  machinery  the  most  difficult  to  set  on 
and  the  most  expensive  to  maintain.  As  a  meaa 
to  preserve  our  resources,  nothing  could,  to  my 
mind,  be  more  ill  adapted.  Tbe  best  guaraateei 
of  the  interest  somety  has  in  the  wealth  of  the 
nenaben  which  compose  it,  are  tfae  indastry,  ir 
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taUig«Doc,  and  enierprne  of  the  iodiTidual  pro- 
prieiors,  RtoeDgiheaed  as  they  always  are  by 
knowledj^  of  buiioess,  aod  qaickeoed  by  that 
which  gires  the  keeoest  edge  to  haraan  ioge- 
Boiijr — self-interest.  Whea  all  the  property  of  a 
maltitude  is  at  hazard,  tbe  simplest  aod  surest 
vajr  of  secaring  tbe  greatest  portion,  is  not  to 
limit  iDdiTidaarezertioD,  hot  to  stimulate  it;  not 
to  conceal  the  nature  of  the  exposure,  but,  by 

E'ring  a  full  knowledge  of  the  state  of  tbings,  to 
ire  the  wit  of  every  proprietor  free,  to  work 
out  the  nlrttion  of  his  property,  according  to  the 
OMortaahicB  he  nuy  diseern.  Notwitbstanding 
c&e  deems  of  the  belligereBli,  there  appealed  to 
me  a  field  wide  eoongn  to  oecnpy  and  teward 
ncKantile  enterprise.  If  we  left  commerce  at 
liberty,  we  mwht,  aceordiag  to  she  faUe,  lose 
•om*  of  her  golden  eggs,  but  if  we  crushed  com- 
neiee,  the  parent  which  produced  tbem,  with 
Jier  our  future  hopes  perished.  Without  entering 
iato  the  particular  details,  whence  these  eooclu- 
sioos  reiituted,  it  is  enough  that  they  were  such  as 
satisfied  my  mind  as  to  tbe  duty  of  opposition  to 
the  system,  in  iu  incipient  sute,  and  in  all  the 
restrictions  which  here  grown  out  of  it.  But 
the  system  is  adopted,  ^uy  it  be  successful  I  It 
is  not  to  diminish,  but  to  increase  the  chance  of 
that  success,  I  urge  that  a  discretion,  unlimited 
by  crents,  should  be  rested  ia  the  Ezeeutire.  I 
shall  rejoice  if  this  great  miracle  be  worked.  I 
■hall  congratulate  my  eoaniry,  if  the  experiment 
•hall  prove,  that  the  old  world  eaa  be  contruHed 
W  fear  of  being  excluded  from  the  commerce  of 
the  Bew.  Happy  shall  I  be,  tf  on  the  other  side 
of  this  dark  railey  of  the  shadow  of  death,  through 
which  our  commercial  hopes  are  passing,  shall 
be  foDod  r^ions  of  future  safety  ana  felicity. 

AowDg  all  the  pro|K>sitioo4  ofiercd  to  this 
House,  DO  man  has  suggested,  that  we  ought  to 
rise  and  lea  re  ibis  emtmrgo  until  our  return,  pres- 
sing upon  the  people,  without  some  power  of  sus* 
peosioa  rested  in  tbe  ExeeuUve.  Why  this  ooi- 
iermity  of  opinion?  The  reason  is  obvious;  tbe 
l^eainesa  of  eomparisou.  If  the  people  were  left 
six  months  without  hope,  no  man  could  anticipate 
the  cooacqoeoccs.  All  agree  that  such  an  exper- 
iment would  be  unwise  and  dangerous.  Now 
pteeisely  the  same  reasons  which  iMnce  the  ma- 
jority net  to  go  away  withont  making  some  pro- 
visioB  for  iu  renaral,  on  which  to  »ed  popolar 
expectation,  is  coooliuiTe  ia.my  mind  tn«t  tbe 
discietioQ  prapoeed  to  be  inriestM  shoald  not  be 
limited  by  oontingeDcies. 

The  embargo  power,  which  now  holds  in  its 
pabyii^  gripe  all  the  hopes  of  this  nation,  is  dis- 
tiagusud  by  two  characteristics  of  material  im- 
port, ia  deciding  what  control  shall  be  left  orer 
It  duriiw  our  receu.  I  allude  to  its  greatness  and 
its  aovelty. 

As  to  its  greatness,  nothing  is  like  it.  Erery 
eh»  of  men  feels  it.  Every  interest  in  tbe  na- 
tion is  affected  by  it.  The  merchant,  tbe  farmer, 
the  [^Dter,  the  mechanic,  tbe  laboring  poor;  all, 
are  sinking  under  its  weight.  But  there  is  this 
peeuliar  in  it;  that  there  is  no  equality  in  its  na- 
tue.  It  is  not  like  taxation,  wbieh  raises  reve- 
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one  aceordiag  to  the  average  of  wealth ;  burden- 
ing the  rich  and  letting  the  poor  go  free.  But  it 
presses  upon  the  particular  classes  of  society,  in 
an  inverse  ratio  to  the  capacity  of  each  to  bear  it. 
From  those  who  have  much  it  takes,  indeed, 
something.  But  from  those  who  hare  little,  it 
takes  alL  For  what  hope  is  left  to  the  industri- 
ous poor,  when  enterprise,  activity,  and  capital 
are  proscribed  their  legitimate  exercise?  This 
power  resembles  not  the  mild  influences  of  an  intel- 
ligent mind,  balancing  the  interests  aod  conditions 
of  men,  and  so  condqpting  a  complicated  machine 
as  to  make  inevitaUe  uressnre  bear  npon  its  wrong- 
est parts.  But  it  ia  like  one  of  the  Uud  risiia- 
tione  of  nature;  a  tornado  or  a  whirlwind.  It 
sweeps  away  the  weak;  it  «nly  stripe  the  strong. 
The  humble  j^nt,  nprooted,  is  overwhelmed  by 
the  tempest.  The  oak  eseapes  with  the  loss  of 
nothing  except  its  annual  honore.  It  is  true  the 
sheriff  does  not  enter  any  man's  house  to  collect 
a  tax  from  bis  ^perty.  But  want  knocks  at  bis 
door  and  poverty  thrusts  his  face  into  the  window. 
And  what  relief  can  the  rich  extend  7  They  sit 
upon  their  heaps  and  feel  them  mouldering  into 
mios  under  them.  The  regulations  of  society 
forbid  what  was  once  property,  to  be  so  any  long- 
er. For  property  depends  on  circulation ;  on  ex- 
change ;  on  ideal  value.  Tbe  power  of  property 
is  all  relative.  It  depends  not  merely  upon  opin- 
ion here,  but  upon  opinion  in  other  eountrles.  If  it 
be  cut  off  from  its  destined  market,  much  of  it  is 
worth  Bothiajg,and  all  of  it  is  worth  infinitely  leas 
than  when  circulation  is  unobstmeted. 
,  This  embargo  power  is  therefive  of  all  powm 
tbe  most  enormoQs,  in  tbe  muiner  in  which  it 
affects  the  hopes  and  interests  of  a  nation.  But 
iu  magnitude  is  not  more  remarkable  than  its 
novelty.  An  experiment,  sueh  as  is  now  making, 
was  never  before — I  will  not  say  tried — it  never 
before  entered  into  the  himan  imagination.  There 
is  nothing  like  it  in  the  narrations  of  history  or 
in  the  tales  of  fiction.  All  the  hdbiu  of  a  mighty 
nation  arc  at  once  eonateracted.  All  their  ptop- 
erty  depreciated.  All  their  external  connexions 
violated.  Fire  millions  of  people  are  engaged. 
They  cannot  go  beycmd  tbe  limiu  of  that  once 
free  country ;  now  they  are  not  even  permitted 
to  thrust  their  own  property  tfaroof  h  toe  grates, 
lamnotnowtfttationing  iu  policy,  its  wisdom,  or 
its  praotieability,  I  am  mwdy  stating  the  faet. 
And  I  ask  if  sueh  a  power  as  tbis,  thus  great, 
thus  novel,  thus  interfering  with  all  die  mat 
passions  and  interesu  of  a  whole  people,  otqfu  ta 
be  left  for  six  months  in  operation,  withont  any 
power  of  control,  except  upon  the  oceaneace  of 
certain  specified  and  arbitrary  contingeneiesi 
Who  can  foretel  when  the  spirit  of  endurance 
will  cease  1  Who,  when  tbe  strength  of  nauire 
shall  outgrow  the  strength  of  your  bonds?  Or 
if  they  do,  who  can  give  a  pledge  that  the  pa- 
tience ef  the  people  wiH  not  first  be  exhausted  ?  I 
makeasuppcmtioo,  Mr.  Chairman— you  arcagreat 
physician ;  you  take  a  hearty,  hale  man,  in  the  veey 
pride  of  health,  his  young  blood  all  active  in  his 
veins,  aod  you  ouutretoh  him  on  a  bed;  yon  rton 
up  all  his  natural  orifices,  you  hermetteally  mm 
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down  his  pores,  so  tbat  Dothiag  shall  escape  out- 
wards, and  that  all  his  fuDctions  and  all  fiis  hu- 
mors shall  be  turaed  inward  upon  bis  system. 
While  your  patient  is  laboring  in  the  very  crisis 
of  this  course  of  treatment,  you,  his  physician, 
take  a  journey  into  a  far  country,  and  you  say  tu 
his  attendant,  '*  I  have  a  great  experiment  here 
'  in  process,  and  a  new  one.  It  is  all  for  the  good 
'  of  the  youQg  man,  so  do  aot  ikU  to  adhere  to  it. 

*  These  are  my  directions,  and  the  power  with 
'  which  X  iuTeat  you.  No  attentioo  is  to  be  paid 
'  to  aay  iotenulfaymptom  which  may  oecnr.  Let 
'  the  patient  be  convnUed  as  much  as  be  will,  you 
'  are  to  remove  none  of  my  bandages.  But,  in  case 
'something  external  should  happen;  if  the  sky 
'  should  fall,  and  larks  should  begin  to  a[^ear,  if 
'  three  birds  of  Paradise  should  flymtothewindow, 
'  the  great,  purpose  of  all  these  sufferingt  ia  an- 

*  swered.  Then,  and  then  only,  hare  you  my 
'  authority  to  administer  relief." 

The  conduct  of  such  a  physician,  in  such  a  case, 
would  not  be  more  extraordmary  than  that  of  this 
House  in  the  present,  should  it  adjourn  and  limit 
the  discretion  of  the  Executive  to  certain  speci- 
fied events  arbitrarily  anticipated;  leaving  him 
destitute  of  the  power  to  grant  relief  should  inter- 
nal symptonu  indicate  uat  nothing  else  would 

Srevent  eouTiibioos.  If  the  events  you  specify 
0  not  hamna,  then  the  embargo  is  absolately . 
fixed  until  our  returo.  Is  there  one  among  us 
that  has  audi  an  enlarged  view  of  the  nature  and 
neeesBitie*  of  this  people  as  to  warrant  that  such 
a  system  can  continue  six  months  longer?  It  is 
a  presumption  which  no  known  facts  snDatanliate, 
and  which  the  strength  and  the  universality  of 
the  passions  such  a  pressure  will  set  at  work  in 
the  community,  render,  to  say  the  least,  of  very 
dubious  credit.  My  argument  io  this  part  has 
this  prudential  truth  for  its  basis:  If  a  great  power 
is  put  in  motioa,  affecting  great  interests,  the 
power  which  is  left  to  manage  it  should  be  ade- 
quate to  its  control.  If  the  power  be  not  only 
great  in  its  natur^  but  novel  in  iu  mode  of  op' 
eratioD,  the  superiatending  power  should  be  p^ 
milted  to  exercise  a  wise  discretion ;  for  if  you 
limit  htm  by  contingeaciei^  the  expadmeat  may 
fail  or  its  resnlta  be  unexpected.  In  either  case, 
noiniiiff  bat  ihame  or  rain  would  be  our  portion. 

But  1  ask  the  Home  to  view  this  subject  in 
lelation  to  the  success  of  this  measure,  which  the 
minority  have  justly  so  miteh  at  heart.  Which 
poaition  of  invested  power  is  the  most  auspicioua 
10  a  happy  issue  1 

As  soon  as  this  House  has  risen,  what  think 
yon  will  be  the  first  question  every  man  io  this 
nation  will  pot  to  his  neighbor  t  Will  it  not  be — 
"What  has  Congress  done  with  the  embai^?** 
Suppose  the  rei^y  sboold  be—*'  They  have  made 
no  provision.  This  corroding  cancer  is  to  be  left 
absolately  on  the  vitals  six  months  longer."  Is 
there  a  man  who  doubts  but  that  such  a  reply 
would  sink  the  heart  of  every  owner  of  jproperty, 
and  of  every  laborer  in  the  commnnitv?  No 
man  can  hesitate.  The  ma^itude  of  tne  eril, 
tha  certain  prospect  of  so  ternUe  a  calamity  thne 
long  pcotneted,  would  iteelf  und  to  eountciaet 
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the  contiouaoce  of  the  measure  by  the  diseonteu 
and  despair  it  could  not  fail  to  produce  in  the 
great  body  of  the  people.  But  suppose  in  reply 
to  such  a  question,  it  should  be  said — "  The  re- 
'  moval  of  the  embargo  depend  upon  events. 
'  France  must  retrace  her  siepe.  Eogland  must 
'  apologize  and  atone  for  her  insolence.  Two  of 
'  the  proudest  and  moet  powerful  nations  on  the 
'  globe  must  truckle  for  our  or  we  shall  pe^ 
'  i^ist  in  maintaining^  our  dignified  retirement." 
What  then  wonld  be  the  eimiequence  7  Would 
not  every  reflecting  man  in  the  natim  set  himielf 
at  work  to  calculate  the  probability  of  the  occur- 
rence of  these  events'?  If  they  wov  likely  to 
happen,  the  distress  anddiscontent  would  be  scaret- 
ly  less  than  iu  the  case  of  absolute  certainly  tot 
SIX  months*  perpetuation  of  it.  For  if  the  events 
do  not  happen,  the  embargo  is  absolute.  Such  a 
state  of  popular  mind  all  agree  is  little  favorable 
either  to  perseverance  in  the  measure,  or  to  iu 
ultimate  success.  But  suppose  that  the  people 
should  find  a  discretionary  power  was  invested  in 
the  Executive,  to  act  as  in  his  judgment,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  the  public  good  should  re- 
quire. Would  not  such  a  state  of  things  have  a 
direct  tendency  to  allay  fear,  to  tranauiUize  dis- 
content, and  encourage  endurance  oi  suffiering  ? 
Should  experience  prove,  that  it  is  absolutely  in- 
supportable, there  is  a  Constitutional  way  of  re- 
lief. The  way  of  escape  is  not  wholly  eloMd. 
The  knowledge  of  this  laet  would  be  alone  a  sup- 
port to  the  people.  They  would  endure  it  longer. 
They  would  endure  it  better.  We  would  be  a»- 
cureofamore  cordial  co-operation  in  the  mea- 
sure, as  the  people  would  see  they  were  not  whtrily 
hopeless,  in  case  the  experiment  was  oppressive. 
Surely  nothing  can  be  more  favorable  to  its  sue- 
cess  than  pronncing  aueh  a  state  of  public  senti- 
ment. 

But  it  is  objected,  that  a  power  like  this  is  too 
great  to  be  invested  in  the  Executive.  Io  my 
opinion,  as  I  have  urged,  it  has  less  than  that 
which  you  are  about  to  confer.  But  what  is  this 
great  discretion,  so  dangerous  and  alarming  ?  It 
IB  simply  a  power  to  remove  a  prohibition,  when 
the  public  good,  in  his  judgment,  require*,  it 
is  merely  a  power  to  do  good ;  wiuioat  the  po^ 
sibility  of  doing  harm.  If  the  specified  events  do 
not  happen,  then  it  is  absolutely  a  six  months*  e«- 
hargo.  Worse  than  this  it  cannot  hc^  should  be 
have  the  discretion,^  and  fail  to  exercise  it.  But 
suppose  the  events  do  not  happen,  and  the  state 
ol  the  country  requires  that  tne  embargo  should 
be  raised;  then  discretion  becomes  only  an  in- 
strument of  good — a  means  of  escape  from  ruin. 
There  is  only  one  appreheiuion,  which  is  in  op- 
position to  this  reasoning ;  and  that  ia^  that  the 
Executive  might  raise  the  embaigo  before  a  fair 
experiment  ofits  efficacy.  Can  there  be,  possibly, 
any  jnst  ground  for  such  a  fear?  Is  not  the  Ex- 
ecutive, in  a  manner,  pledged  for  its  success  1  Is 
it  not  eminently  his  measure  7  It  is  not  too  much 
to  sa^  that  he  is,  and  that  ha  ought  to  be  the  last 
man  in  the  nation  who  can  be  eonrinced  of  ita 
inefficacr. 

But  there  is  another  objectioi. '  It  would  tz- 
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pose  tlie  PrendnR  to  ft^ueet  soIieitfttiDn  for  its 
lemural.  The  prepaiiDg  such  solicitation  would 
be  m  work  of  time,  sod  while  pending,  by  keeping 
hope  alire,  would  tend  to  tr&nqnitlize  the  people. 
Should  sQcb  HoIiQltatioDs  spring  from  parif  spirit, 
wonid  not  itt  rinl  partf  connteraei  and  defeat 
their  efforts?   But  suppose  the  real  soffertngs, 
preTioua  to  the  next  session,  should  break  down 
ptrty  distinetion;  suppose  that  men  of  all  poHti- 
eal  sects  should  unite  in  judgment  coi^cerniDg  the 
wisdom  of  abandonii^  the  meanm,  are  we  pre- 
pared to  ear,  thftt  io  luch  a  tntte  of  ihiags,  it  ifaail 
Bot  beiemoTcd? 
But  I  eonfen  there  are  other  remoBs  which 
'   bare  great  weight  in  my  miod,  against  ikis'timl- 
tmion  of  EneutiTC  discretioo  by  event*.  First, 
it  ia  altt^gether  doubtfbl  whether  the  eontingen- 
eies  will  happen ;  and  if  they  do,  and  therenpon 
the  embargo  ehoald  be  raised,  there  is  no  possible 
seeoriiy  ean  be  given  that,  as  soon  as  our  propertr 
is  ttgaia  upon  the  sea,  the  obnozioQs  policy  wiU 
MM  renewed.   The  fear  of  commissioned  pira- 
cy, 'when  it  Is  combined  with  a  pre-determinatiou 
not  to  protect  commerce  agaioM  it,  furnishes  quite 
as  sound  a  reason  for  a  perpetaai,  as  for  a  tempo- 
rary abandonment  of  the  cceaa.   But  a  more 
powerful  awiment,  in  mjr  mind,  against  this  spe- 
cifleation  of  events,  on  the  occurrence  of  whrch 
alone  the  embargo  shall  be  raised,  is,  that  reason- 
ing stecording  to  the  known  principles  of  human 
candnet,  it  seems  fall  as  likely  to  prevent  as-to 
promote  that  efaanj^  of  European  policy  at  which 
we  aiiD.  I  thiok  it  is  elearty  to  be  seen,  from  the 
aaiore  of  the  British  decrees;  which  in  a  manner 
carry  their  own  antidote  with  them,  and  by  their 
apeiWioB  defeat  their  own  object,  that  a  change 
Of  oMasares  will  be  produced  from  the  evils  ioeri- 
labty  resulting,  indepeadent  of  any  act  of  ours, 
■ot  to  neutrals  merely,  but  to  the  English  them- 
selres.   Prom  the  perpetually  shifting  administra- 
tioa  of  that  Oorernmeut,  resulting  partly  from  its 
naime  and  partly  from  the  characters  of  the  men 
now  the  rivals  for  power  in  it,  there  can  be  but 
Uule  doobr  that  a  change  will  soon  he  wronghi, 
and  a  wiser  coarse  towards  neutrals  be  pursued. 
Tbe  ready  way  to  prevent  such  a  change  is  to 
Qsite  the  pnde  of  the  whole  nation  in  opposition 
to  am  praieikslou.  Let  us  oiMe  deolare  to  thb 
woiU,  that  before  oar  embargo  polier  be  aban- 
d<mefl.  the  French,  orders  and  the  Briosh  decrees 
watt  be  fevaked,  and  we  league  whatever  bon- 
onMe  spirit  exists  in  both  those  nations  against 
XM.    Not  to  do  that,  under  a  threat,  which  we 
eould  4o  either  from  a  sense  of  justice  or  from  a 
sense  of  interest,  is  a  common  and  a  neeesnry 
wriBciple  of  national,  as  well  as  personal  dlgoity. 
No  nation  will  easily  be  brought  to  ttnowledga 
cbat  it- is  so  dependent  upon  aoother,  that  by  its 
wicJiholdiDg  Interconrse  an  abandonment  has  been 
Deeessarily  effected  of  a  settled  plan  of  policy. 
The  admission  sinks  tbe  nation  making  it,  from 
th*  rank  of  an  eqnal  to  that  of  a  dependant.  Agflfn, 
hy  proclaiming  to  the  world  the  terms  on  which 
onr  Sxeeative  may  raise  the  embargo,  we  eom- 
pnHDtse  our  own  honor.   This  weapon  has  two 
ed00a>  It  sot  merely  pledges  us  to  raise  it,  when 
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those  events  occur,  but  what  is  worse  it  pledges 
us  to  keep  it  on,  until  they  happen.  We  solemnly 
avow  onr  purpose ;  can  we  rececle  from  it  after- 
wards but  with  disgrace?  It  is  infinitely  wiser 
to  leave  the  reasons  for  the  embargo  in  that  obt 
scare  and  mysiiea)  light,  which  has  yet  cbaraa* 
terized  the  whole  course  of  its  existence.  Let  us 
not  commit  ourselves  as  to  its  object.  Let  it  coo- 
tinue  to  be  as  it  has  yet  been,  sometimes  inteddeA 
10  save  our  seamen,  and  sometimes  to  save  otir 
property ;  now  to  constrain  France,  and  now  to 
take  Tengesifted  on  Qreat  Britain.  At  one  titna 
let  its  end  he  to  protect  commerce ;  at  another  to 
encourage  manafaetnrea.  To  day  let  it  be  an  a«> 
tempt  to  preserve  our  neutrality ;  to-morrow  A 
trial,  "who  shall  do  one  aoother  most  hatm." 
Thus  we  leave  ground  enough  to  retreat  upon, 
"in  the  undeliDed  fidd  of  coatiogencies." 

Bot  there  is  another  mbst  weighty  obiection  10 
this  restriction  of  Executive  discretion  by  event^ 
Such  a  course  places  the  whole  commerce  of  the 
United  States  at  the  tnercy  of  foreign  nations^ 
The  language  of  this  policy  is — "rescind  yoot 
decrees  and  voar  orders,  or  else  we  will,  la  out 
wrath,  abanaonthe  ocean."  Now,  suppose  that 
Qreat  Britain,  governed  by  a  spirit  of  mercantile 
calculation,  should  reply — "Is  this  your  mode  of 
vengeance  7  Take  the  whole  benefit  of  it.  It  It 
the  very  thing  we  wish.  Yun  ate  onr  ouljr  rivals. 
By  driving  yon  out  of  the  ttnrket^we  gain  mora 
than  we  lose  by  your  retirameat."  An  gentle- 
men  prepared  to  prove  that  snch  will  not  be  htt 
interest;  or  ate  ihey  vnile  certain,  if  it  be  flo^ 
that  the  may  not  mistake  her  interest,  under  the 
influence  of  some  stronger  pas&ion  ?  What  then 
will  be  our  situation?  Why,  the  melancholy  al- 
ternative will  alone  be  left  us  of  abandoning  for- 
ever the  highway  of  nations ;  or  retracting,  with 
shame,  a  policy  to  which  we  had  pledged  om^ 
seWes  without  sufficient  camion.  I  do  indeed  be- 
lieve that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  is 
important  enough  to  France  and  Qreat  Britain,  to 
incline  both  those  nations  to  grant  us  for  its  coa- 
tinuance  many  and  great  commercial  prlvilegerk 
But  that  it  is  so  consequential  to  either,  as  tliat 
for  its  enjoyment  the  oik  could  be  teinpted  to 
forego  a  policy,  which  has  for  its  object  to  crash 
the  only  obstacle  in  its  way  to  universal  empirtK 
or  the  other  induced  to  abandon  a  system,  adoptea 
as  the  only  means  for  the  preservation  of  its  ua- 
rional  otistenee^  now  in  peril^  on  all  aide^  I  con- 
fess I  am  very  far  from  believing. 

We  are  but  a  young  nation.  The  United  States 
are  scarcely  yet  hardened  intt»  the  bone  of  man- 
hood.  The  whole  period  of  our  aationkl  etis^* 
ence  has  been  nothing  else  than  a  continued  seriei 
of  prosperity.  The  miseries  of  the  Revdutibnary 
war  were  but  as  the  pangs  of  partnritton.  The 
experience  of  that  period  was  of  a  nature  not  to  h^ 
very  useful  after  oar  nation  had  acquired  an  indi* 
vidusl  form  and  a  manly,  Constitutional  stamina. 
It  is  to  be  feared  we  have  grown  giddy  with  good 
fortune ;  attributing  the  greatness  of  our  prosper- 
ity to  our  own  wisdom,  rather  than  to  a  coarse 
of  events,  and  a  guidance  over  which  we  had  no 
taftaence.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  we  are  now  ea- 
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teriog  tliii  aehool  of  adTereitjr,  the  firat  bleuiDj; 
of  which  is  to  chastise  an  OTerweeoiog  conceit 
-of  ourselves.  A  natioa  mistakes  its  relative  coq- 
•equence,  when  it  thinks  its  counteoance,  or  its 
intercourse,  or  its  eiistenee,  ail-important  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.  There  is  scarcely  aQv  people, 
and  none  of  any  weight  in  the  society  of  nations, 
which  does  not  possess  within  its  own  sphere  atl 
that  19  esoential  to  its  existence.  An  individual 
who  should  retire  Irom  conversation  with  the 
world  for  the  purpose  of  taking  Teogeanee  on  it  for 
•ome  real  or  imaginary,  wrong,  wmild  soon  .find 
himself  grievously  mistaluD.  Notwithstaoding 
■the  delusions  of  self'^attery,  he  would  certainly 
be  taught  that  the  world  was  moring  along  just 
as  well,  after  his  dignified  retirement,  as  it  did 
while  he  intermeddled  with  its  concerns.  The 
ease  of  a  nation  which  should  make  a  similar 
trial  of  its  consequence  to  other  nations,  would  not 
be  very  different  from  that  of  such  an  individual. 
The  intercourse  of  human  life  has  its  basis  in  a 
natural  reciprocity,  which  always  exists,  althoosh 
the  vanity  of  nations,  as  well  as  of  individuals, 
will  often  suggest  to  inflated  fancies,  that  they 
give  more  than  they  gain  in  the  interchange  of 
friendship,  of  civilities,  or  business.  I  conjure 
^ntlemen  not  to  commit  the  nation  upon  the  ob- 
jects of  this  emba^  measure,  but  hf  leavi^  a 
wise  discretion  daring  our  absence  with  the  Ez- 
•cutive,  neither  to  admit  nor  deny  by  the  terms 
of  onr  law  that  its  object  was  to  coerce  foreign 
nations.  Such  a  state  of  things  is  safest  for  our 
own  honor  and  the  wisest  to  secure  success  for 
this  system  of  policy. 

.  Mr.  Knr  said,  he  well  knew  how  painful  it  was 
to  address  gentlemen  who  had  already  made  up 
their  minds ;  but  the  magnitude  of  this  important 
Constitutional  question  compelled  him  to  trespass 
for  a  few  moments  on  the  patieoce  of  the  House. 
I  shall,  said  he.  confine  myself  to  the  Constitution- 
ality of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  hopes  that  if 
the  House  fed  the  impressions  ' on  the  subject 
which  I  feel,  they  will  reject  it ;  or  at  least  word 
it  so,  that  the  power  girm  to  the  President  shall 
be  Constitutional.  I  was  in  hopes,  from  the  talents 
of  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  toe  other  day,  that  I 
should  nare  heard  some  reply,  some  attempt  made 
to  defeat  the  Coustitutioaal  objections  which  I 
offered  to  the  resolution  j  if  they  did  not  meet 
them  with  fair  argument,  that  they  would  at  least 
have  shown  what  jnrt  of  the  conclusions  which 
I  had  drawn  were  incorrect.  Qfmtlemea  say  the 
argament  is  not  true.  They  must  either  allow  my 
deductions,  or  show  wherein  I  am  incorrect  in 
drawing  them.  I  call  upon  the  understanding  of 
the  House,  and  their  attachment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  follow  me  but  for  a  few  moments,  and  see 
whether  we  can  vest  the  power  contemplated  by 
the  bill. 

.  Alt  the  respective  Representatives  of  the  people 
pf  the  States  at  large,  and  the  sovereignty  in  a 
political  capacity  of  each  Stat&  must  eonent  to 
enact  a  law.  An  honorable  gentlenian  from  Ten- 
Mssea  (Mr.  CAJfrnsLL)  admitted  that  the  power 
to  repeal  mast  be  eo-exteasive  with  the  power  to 
aika,  Ifthisbeadmbted,lwtUaotMt««oa- 


vince  you  that  in  the  manner  in  which  this  ^w 
is  worded  we  cannot  eonstitutioaaliy  assent  to  it 
What  does  it  propose?  To  give  the  President  of 
the  United  States  power  to  repeal  an  existing  law 
now  ID  force — upon  what  t  Upon  the  happening 
of  certain  etmtingencies  in  Europe  ?  No ;  bat  u 
those  contingencies  when  they  happen  in  his  jiK^;- 
ment  shall  render  it  safe  to  repeal  the  law,  a  dis- 
cretion is  eomniitted  to  him,  upon  the  happeniAg 
of  those  event^  to  suniead  the  law.  It  u  that 
discretion  to  which  I  object.  I  do  not  say  it  woaM 
be  improperly  placed  at  all ;  but  the  power  mat 
discretion  to  judge  of  the  safety  of  tBe  United 
States,  is  a  power  Legislative  in  its  nattire  and 
effects,  and  as  such,  under  the  Comu'tntien,  eaa* 
not  be  exercised  by  one  branch  of  the  Legtslu«ue^ 
I  pray  gentlemen  to  note  the  distineuon:  that 
whenever  the  events  happen,  if  the  President  ex- 
ercise his  judgment  upon  those  events,  and  sus- 
pend the  law.  it  is  the  exercise  of  a  Lwislattve 
power ;  the  people,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  conn- 
try,  never  meant  to  confide  to  any  one  man  the 
power  of  legislating  for  them. 

Is  the  suspension  of  the  law  a  L^tslatire  act? 
Can  any  man  doubt  it  1  It  is  as  much  a  Legisla- 
tive act  as  to  repeal  or  make  a  lawj  and  the  sauae 
power  which  can  give  any  man  a  right  to  «i»ead 
a  laWj  can  give  him  an  equal  right  tomafcca  ww. 
I  ask  if  these  principles  are  not  clear  and  Duaifeat 
to  any  one  who  wilt  consider  them  7  Is  the  power 
to  suspend  a  law  a  Legislative  act  t  Certaiidf ; 
because  it  changes  the  law  to  a  new  rule  of  cos- 
duct.  For  instance— the  law  is  in  full  force ;  no 
ship  or  vessel  can  depart  from  our  ports.  That 
prohibition  ceases  and  a  new  rule  is  established 
by  the  suspension  of  the  law.  Hence  the  sospeo- 
sion  of  a  law,  by  repealing  aa  old  rule  of  coodaet 
and  establishiDg  a  new  onSf  Is  UDqueBtionaUy  a 
Legislative  act.  If  I  am  correct — and  I  call  upon 
gentlemen  to  show  in  what  respect  I  am  not  cor- 
rect ;  I  call  upon  them  by  argument  or  reasootiy 
to  prove  that  the  power  of  snspending  a  law  is 
not  the  power  of  repealing  one — I  then  beg  of  too 
to  lay  your  band  on  the  Constitutimi  of  the  United 
States,  and  say  where  is  the  power  confiding 
the  ecscttoD  (repeal  and  enaction  requictaff  the 
same  power)  oflaws  toanjrindindtialwbaleTttf 
None  can  be  found  ;  and  till  some  eaa  be  Iband, 
we  must  recognise  it  as  a  sacred  tmth  that  andec 
the  CoDStituuon  none  doee  exi^. 

I  have  endeavored  to  ehow  that  it  is  a  Legial^ 
tive  powK,  and  my  reason  for  doing  so  wae,  to 
testify  to  a  gentleman  from  Blassacnnsetts  (Idr. 
CIuinot)  that  with  thisexi^aBailoa  Iwill  gireaa 
easy  understanding  of  this  question.  I  do  not  my 
that  we  cannot.gtve  the  President  upoa  certain 
predicated  events  a  power  by  which  the  embni^ 
may  be  taken  off.  Such  may  be  done.  But  wbea 
it  is  done,  a  repeal  or  suspension  must  be  the  n«t 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  operating 
upon  events  or  facts  to  which  the  Presideat  bj  his 
proclamatitHi  may. give  publicity.  Very  diflwcMt 
u  this  Inll  from  tutj  and  from  the  ideaof  ajnu- 
tlwnao  who  the  other  day  said  that  the  Piesident 
was  only  to  judge  of  the  {act.  Of  what  faet  7  Not 
of  the  bappeaing  of  the  events  solely  j  for  «fi«c 
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tlwjr  do  happen,  he  is  to  exercise  his  exclusive 
judgment  whether  it  will  comport  with  the  safe- 
ly w  the  United  States  to  suspend  the  embargo. 

The  gentleman  does  not  seem  to  think  that  I 
draw  a  fair  conctosion.  I  think  the  bill  does  not 
restrict  the  power  of  the  President  to  suspend  the 
law  DDon  the  happening  of  certain  events.  The 
President  is  to  exercise  his  sole  judgment,  upon 
the  happening  of  these  events,  whether  it  ia  con- 
nstent  with  the  safety,  of  the  United  States  to 
icmoTe  the  embargo.  Is  he  bound  upon  the  hap- 

riii^  of  these  erenli  to  uks  off  tb*  emlNii^? 
not,  something  mote  is  to  be  done.  He  is  to 
cxereise  a  sound  discretion  whether  the  trade  of 
ooi  eonntrjr  mar  be  safely  prosecated.  He  is  not 
•ran  then  bound  to  sospnid  the  whole  of  the  em- 
Imwo  act;  bat  to  suspend  the  whole  ot  in  part, 
under  certain  exceptions  or  restrictions.  Who  is 
to  make  tliese  exceptions  and  restrictions  7  The 
President  of  the  United  States.  Thea  when  un- 
der this  power  of  suspension,  he  makes  restric- 
tions to  which  yon  are  bound  to  adhere,  does  be 
not  make  the  suspension  a  law  of  the  land  i  Most 
manifestly.  If  he  does,  is  not  the  suspension  an 
actual  imposition  of  new  circumstances  ?  He  ex- 
creises  a  Legislative  act  by  the  suspension,  and 
by  fixing  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the  ootn- 
mevce  of  the  United  States  may  be  afterwards 
carried  on.  In  both  cases  he  exercisei  a  jLegisIa- 
tive,  not  an  Bxeeaiive  power. 

1  Mid  the  other  day  that  to  give  the  President  of 
the  United  States  power  to  suspend  any  law,  was 
eqoal  to  giving  him  power  to  saspeod  all  laws. 
And  I  ask  any  eentlem^n  attached  to  the  Consti- 
tolion,  where  they  will  find  that  power.  For  if 
it  be  trae  in  part  it  is  true  in  the  whole  as  to  the 
power ;  though  we  may  not  in  our  discretion  con* 
fide  the  exercise  of  the  whole  power  to  him.  Now, 
I  ask  where  the  Constitution  gives  us  a  power  to 
enaUe  him  to  suspend  an^  law?  Of  all  the 
powers  on  earth,  even  were  it  clear  that  we  pos- 
sess it,  it  oaght  to  be  exercised  with  the  greatest 
IwsitatioD.  It  was  perhaps  the  most  dangerous 
fren^tive  ever  claimed  by  the  Crown  for  tereral 
ceataries  in  England — the  power  of  suspeodlne 
the  effects  of  laws  enacted  by  the  people.  I  call 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  recollect  that  when 
the  last  of  the  uafortonate  race  of  Stuart  was 
aboDt  to  abdicate  the  throne,  one  of  the  greatest 
veasona  for  the  abdication  was  hi>  suspending 
lawf ;  that  he  undenook  to  saspeod  the  penal  laws 
respecting  the  Calhdie  system,  and  introduce 
Popery.  The  courtiers  of  those  days  attempted 
to  joitiff  the  power  not  only  as  a  prer<^tive  of 
the  Crown,  but  as  ofien  given  to  it  bv  the  people} 
a^  in  ransacking  the  history  of  England,  but  two 
{■ecedeots  were  found.  No  sooner  did  the  patriot 
convention  meet,  but  In  the  most  solemn  manner 
thnr  declared  that  such  a  power  did  not  exist} 
and  governed  as  that  Parliament  are  now  by  eor- 
niptu>n  and  intrigues,  there  never  since  has  been 
aa  attempt  to  give  the  King^the  power  of  suspend- 
ing law*.  My  observations  flow  from  no  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Executive.  I  am  in  conscience 
■ad  conviction  opposed  to  onr  haTinc  the  ricbt  to 
iDpart  a  Legislative  po^er  at  aU. .  In  Enguiod  it 


might  be  done,  because  the  Le^islatare  is  omnipo- 
tent; but  we  are  limited  within  tbeaphere  of  oor 
Constitution  ;  and  if  the  power  is  not  there  to  be 
found,  it  can  nowhere  exist.  Hence  I  state  that 
in  forming  this  Constitution  it  was  declared  that 
all  laws  to  be  enforced  must  have  the  assent  of 
the  three  branches  representing  three  distinct  in- 
terests of  the  community;  and  to  repeal  them 
same  formality  is  required. 

It  has  been  said,  that  powers  analogous  to  that 
now  attempted  to  be  given,  have  been  exercised. 
One  in  the  case  ofthenon- importation  law;  where 
the  power  to  suspend  was  eontained  in  the  body 
of  the  law  itself.  I  can  satisfy  the  g^tlemaa  frona 
Massachusetts  that  the  powers  which  he  refers  to 
were  all  Executive,  cajmble  of  being  exercised  by 
any  one  as  well  as  by  the  President.  If  we  have 
authority  to  give  the  President  of  the  United 
States  the  power  of  suspending  a  law,  have  wa 
not  a  right  to  select  any  other  man  in  society,  and 
give  him  the  same  power?  We  cannot  transfer  it 
anywhere.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  we  are  capable 
of  giving  power  to  toe  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  suspend  a  law,  can  we  not  to  any  officer 
of  Departments?  If  we  cannot,  what  limits  us? 
How  are  we  bound  1  By  what  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, and  on  what  principle  ?  The  President, 
it  is  true,  is  the  person  to  whom,  if  we  had  the 
power,  it  would  be  most  properly  confided ;  bat 
there  is  nothing  which  confines  us  exclusively  to 
him,  or  which  prevents  us,  if  we  have  authority 
to  delegate  the  power  at  all,  ftom  giving  it  to 
another. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachosettt 
(Mr.  Qdincy)  observed  that  there  is  a  distinction 
to  be  taken  in  the  construction  of  the  Constitnlion, 
from  nature  and  necessity.  I  sft  so  remote  from 
him  that  1  could  not  distinctly  hear  him.  But  I 
cannot  see  how  there  can  be  any  distinction  in 
our  power  from  the  nature  of  things,  the  whole 
Constitution  being  in  writing,  containing  Itnuta- 
tions  to  our  power ;  nor  from  aeces5it)r,  for  if  that 
is  to  have  any  weight,  the  Constitution  is  a  per- 
fect panacea.  The  Constitution  has  limited  our 
power,  and  never  eren  thought  of  nature  and  ne- 
cessity ;  bat  told  yoa  to  revolve  in  the  sphere  pre- 
scribed to  you.  As  to  Legislative  power,  tbera 
can  be  no  disUnetion  in  it  on  earth ;  it  is  a  sim{^ 
unique  power--tbe  right  to  make,  suspend,  or  re* 
peal  laws.  There  are  powers  created  by  miat  tie- 
gislative  authority ;  and  there  the  gentlenua 
ought  to  have  taken  bis  distinction.  The  Legia- 
lative  authority  may  communicate  power  to  any 
man  in  the  country  to  be  exercised.  They  nuy 
direct  a  surrey  of  the  country  to  be  made,  and 
empower  the  President  to  appoint  the  person  to 
execute  it.  This  is  a  power  created  by  the  Le- 
gislature to  be  exercised  by  the  Executive,  not 
involving  a  Legislative  power  at  all.  So  by  bor- 
rowing money.  The  power  of  borrowing  money- 
was  an  aathoritr  given  to  Congress  to  enaUa 
them  to  pledge  the  f^ith  of  the  United  States,  a* 
a  guarantee  to  inspire  confidence  in  those  who 
ought  lend.  When  a  law  passes  for  borrowing 
money  you  may  constitute  any  person  in  th« 
country  an  agent  to  execute  the  bond  which  may 
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be  givep,  to  negotiate  a  loan,  or  to  receive  the 
noney^  in  the  Treasury.  '.  Is  there  in  transact- 
ion this  business  anylhioe  of  a  Legislative  pow- 
er f  Certainly  not.  If  by  this  bill  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  limited  upon  the 
happeaiog  of  certain  specified  events  to  issue 
his  proclamation,  and  thereupon  that  the  law 
should  cease  and  determiDe,  I  should  have  no  ob- 
iecttoQ  to  it.  I  will  read  my  ideas,  which  might 
bare  met  the  ideas  of  the  House,  and  will  go  far 
to  explain  to  what  point  I  wouldf  go  and  where  I 
WDold  stop.  [Mr.  Ket  then  read  aa  amendment 
aomewhat  similar  to  that  offered  by  Mr.  Rah- 
DOLPH ;  that  in  the  event  of  peace  or  official  noti- 
fication of  the  resciodiog  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
the  belligerents,  &c.,  the  President  should  issue 
his  proclamation  declaring  the  fact,  and  thereupon 
the  law  impositig  an  embargosbouldbe  repealed.] 
This,  said  he.  Is  a  Legislative  repeal  or  suspension 
of  the  act  laying  an  embargo,  upon  the  hsppening 
of  certain  events;  involving  no  power  or  discre- 
tion of  any  one  human  being.  The  suspension  or 
repeal  foliovrs  by  the  Constitutional  exercise  of 
oar  power,  upon  the  happening  of  those  events 
which  the  Executive  by  proclamation  shall  notify. 
And  let  any  gentleman  show  any  farther  power 
can  constituuonally  be  given. 

Other  cases  were  mentioned,  where  impliedly 
or  directly  the  President  might  or  must  have 
power  to  suspend  our  laws.  lagree  with  thegen- 
lleman  that  we  may  give  these  powers  in  the  mao- 
ner  which  the  Constitotfon  requires-  The  Presi- 
dmit  may  have  power  to  suspend  our  intercourse 
with  any  port  or  country  in  the  case  of  contagion. 
In  this  case  it  depends  upon  the  phraseology  of 
the^  law  whether  the  power  be  constitutionally  ex- 
ercised or  not.  If  we  state  in  an  intercourse  law, 
that  if  a  disease  shall  exist  in  any  of  the  West 
India  islands  or  elsewhere,  and  that  upon  procla- 
mation of  the  existence,  of  such  disease  the  law 
•hall  be  suspended,  the  provision  made  is  entirely 
different  from  that  contemplated  by  the  present 
hill.  I  say  if  gentlemen  will  attend  to  the  dis- 
tinction they  will  find  that  it  is  as  plain  as  the 
■na  at  noon-day.  It  requires  hut  little  discern- 
nent  to  perceive  that  in  the  present  case  you  de- 
Tolve  a  power  of  suspension  or  repeal ;  while,  in 
rae  ease  adduced  as  parallel,  the  Uw  suspends 
itielf.  It  requires  but  little  distinetioo  of  ideas  to 
i^fl^  difference  between  a  case  in  which  we 
tmrsetmvhy  law  fiospend.an  act  upon  the  hap- 
pening of  an  event  yet  in  the  womb  of  time,  and 
a  case  in  which  we  give  the~^xecutive  a  power 
to  suspend  the  law  ad  KW/ttnrwhen  that  event 
does  occur.  \ 
^  I  therefore  do  give  the  bill  from\the  Senate  my 
decided  opposition,  on  the  ground  that  we  cannot 
yass  the  bfll  as  sent  to  us  j  not  thai  I  am  unwill- 
ug  to  raise. the  embargo,  for  I  wish  lan  immediate 
reMal.  ' 

Being  apparently  in  a  small  minority  on  that 
question,  t  am  willing  to  acquiesce  in  such  a 
measure  as  that  proposed,  if  it  can  be  done  on 
terms  to  which  I  can  consistently  aciede.  If 
»Bo  difficulty  as  lo  events  on  which \tbe  embargo 
auti  be  lospended,  I  feel  inclined  to  ho  ' 


amendment  will  be  adopted.  If  there  be  a  diffi* 
cutty,  it  may  be  modified. 

The  examples  of  former  times  would  have  little 
influence  on  my  inind.  I  should  lament  that  ia 
the  early  part  of  our  Republican  Qovernment  eon* 
struciions  so  dangerous  had  been  given.  Instead 
of  pursuing  them,  the  wiser  way  would  be  to  im- 
mediately retrace  our  steps  and  rally  round  the 
Constitution.  It  will  take  a  weight  off  my  mind, 
if  I  can  be  convinced  :  1;  That  the  phraseology 
of  this  bill  does  not  jrive  the  President  a  Legiila- 
ttve  power ;  and  2,  If  it  doea^  that  there  should  bo 
a  conettrrenee  of  sentiment  ao  to  modify  it  as  to 
vest  the  power  in  such  a  mantier  aa  to  make  its 
exercise  consonant  with  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  Holland  said,  when  this  subject  hadbeea 
first  introduced  ^e  had  conceived  it  to  be  one  of 
those  plain  cases  which  would  require  no  illmlTt' 
tion.  He  had  no  idea  the  power  could  be  donbted. 
He  was  Assatisfied  with  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  because  he  bad  taken  up  some  time  to 
show  tiiat  they  did  possess  the  power ;  he  then 
thought  all  the  time  taken  up  on  the  subject  was 
time  lost.  It  had  never  been  before  questioBed; 
the  power  had  been  exercised  from  the  comroence- 
ment  of  the  Government  to  the  present  timeLsad 
never  before  doubted;  and  therefore  he  hadbeea 
dissatisfied  with  the  gentleman  from  Teonewe^ 
because  he  took  t}p  a  few  minutes  to  show  that 
they  possessed  the  power.  I  am  yet,  said  he,  «it* 
hie  to  see  that  the  principle  of  the  tull  is  shaken 
by  the  arguments  I  nave  heard  against  it,  althourii 
mtteh  ingenuity  has  been  exercised  on  the  lUh 
jeet  by  one  or  two  gentlemen ;  but,  when  ve 
come  to  examine  their  arniments.  they  ore  ftr 
from  being  plausible,  certainly  not  soiid.  The  gen- 
tieman  from  Maryland  supposes  that  the  maxim 
will  not  be  contradicted,  tnat  it  takes  the  ume 

R'  ower  to  repeal  a  law  that  it  does  to  make  it. 
[one  will  contradict  it ;  but  does  it  apply  to  this 
case?  Do  we  vest  a  power  to  repeal  a  law?  It 
is  correct  that  it  requires  the  same  power  to  de- 
stroy as  to  create;  tl^t  the  power  creating  alwifs 
has  power  over  the  thing  which  tt  creates,  andean 
modify  it  in  any  manner.  If  then  the  power  which 
makes  a  law,  says  at  what  particular  period  ud 
under  what  particular  circumstances  this  lawsbau 
cease  to  operate,  does  it  follow  that  the  poinr  n 
suspension  giren  to  an  a^fent  Is  an  anconstitotionu 
power?  Ifapowerbegivenbvthecreatingpower 
to  suspend  a  law,  does  it  follow  that  this  povn 
hassuUverted  the  original  intention  of  theereatwl 
When  a  power  is  invested  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tion of  a  law,  the  person  who  exercises  this  in- 
tbority  acts  in  an  Executive  capacity,  and  oolf 
does  what  the  law  enjoins  to  be  done.  If  1  ini 
forrect  in  this,  all  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  in 
opposition  to  the  bill  fall  to  the  ground.  One  gen- 
tleman says,  that  in  relation  to  the  non-imporii- 
tion  law,  the  power  to  suspend  was  contained 
within  the  law  itself.  Does  he  mean  to  "aj,  b^ 
cause  this  power  was  not  containedin  the  original 
._  __  embargfo  law,  that  we  cannot  give  it  by  a  subse- 
there-  ^ueni  act?  Certainly  the  gentleman  does  not 
n^ean  this,  because  this  ifipassed  will  be  a  prt « 
4be  same  law }  as  it  is  a  known  princiide  that  lU 
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laws  on  the  nine  sabieot  tbsU  be  considered  in 
the  wine  manner  as  tnongh  eonn9cted  together. 
It  ii  not  material  then  wbetber  tbe  power  of  sus- 
pension of  a  law  be  giren  in  tbe  h6^y  of  (be  law 
dsel^  or  bf  a  subsequent  act.  Tbe  ffentleman 
from  Vififinia  who  proposed  the  ameiwmtnt  un- 
dor  eonsideimtion  nys,  if  yaa  wiU  anthorize  a 
Nspenaioo  nntil  twentjr  dajri  after  the  oommenee- 
mens  the  next  session  of  Confess,  wbr  not 
^re  him  power  to  repeal  it  altogetbet?  There 
H  sone  reason  wbf  it  should  not  be  repealed  alto- 
getbw;  for,  were  it  to  be  repealed,  it  might  be 
necessary  to  reinstate  it,  which  would  give  us  tbe 
trouble  of  re-enacting  tbe  law ;  and  Congre'  wilt' 
be  better  able  then  to  judge  whether  it  eball  be 
xepealed  or  not,  than  they  are  now. 

It  may  be  proper,  aad  perhaps  it  is  not  out  of 
order,  to  lake  some  notice  of  some  observations  bf 
Ae  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ramoolph,) 
fntrcMueed  on  this  subject,,  not  lelative  to  the 
principle  of  tbe  bill,  for  U  is  so  plain'  that  it  needs 
no  support,  that  this  power  may  be  given,  and 
tka<  It  ia  expedient  to  give  it;  bat  to  uke  some 
BOtioe  of  obtervationi  made  in  the  course  of  the 
debate. 

)m  the  outset  of  this  bfaaioess  he  informed  the 
Rouse  that  he  had  now  ditcoverei  that  tbe  em- 
bargo itself  was  unconstitutional;  that  no  such 
yowrcr  ever  did  exist  under  this  Constitution  as 
the  JPpwer  to  lay  an  embargo.  If  he  be  correct 
in  inis,  there  is  no  necessity  to  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject at  all ;  because  the  judges  of  your  country,  if 
It  be  nncoastitntional,  will  not  permit  i^  to  con- 
tiiitae  in  force.  However,  admitting  that  it  is  un- 
oonsthotional,  be  says  it  is  inexpedient.  1  do  not 
i^et  the  exercise  of  the  power  either  on  the 
ground  of  constitutionaUty  or  expediency.  The 
gentleman  from  Ybginia  has  however  answered 
all  arguments  in  opposition  to  \  im,  by  a  sweep- 
ing denunciation  of  all  lawyers.  Perhaps  I  may 
be  as  mneh  liable  to  the  gentleman's  displeasure 
aa  soma  others}  having  been  once  of  a  profes- 
wmftl  cbaraeter,  and  gentlemen  in  that  line  hav- 
iag  been  in  thr  halnt  of  advocating  right  or  wroog 
IndiscrimiuAtely,  uodependcoce  is  to  he  pla^sed  on 
them.  It  would  be  well  for  that  gentleman,  if, 
instead  of  an  excess  of  political  refinement,'  be'at- 
Cended  a  little  more  to  legal  distinctiOQ& ;  be  would 
perhaps  be  more  useful  in  this  House,  and  be  qetter 
Mtis6ed  with  bis  own  conduct.  Let  us  examine 
whether  the  gentleman  is  not  guilty  of  tbe  same 
conduct  as  that  with  which  be  charges  other  gen- 
tlemen. He  tells  the  House  that  the  present  em- 
bargo is  not  such  an  embai^o  as  that  which  he 
proposed.  What  species  of  embargo  did  be  pro- 
pose? Was  it  anywise  different  from  this?  For 
what  purpose  did  he  have  the  Journal  read  on  the 
impost  law?  Did  he  do  it  to  show  that  he  op- 
pooed  the  embargo  law  on  Constitutional  grouodsl 
la  whatwasoothisembawothesamcasthatfrom 
the  Senatftwhieh  was  adopted?  They  difler  in 
aotfaiw.  Gondnet  ti  this  kmd  In  a  lawyer  in  or 
OBt  of  eonrt  would  be  ebarge^e  with  what  is 
called  luibbling;  it  is  too  niee,  and  would  not 
cr^eet  honor  even  on  a  eoont^  court  lawyer,  f 
m.'X  Botbssolost  to  thepoliwes*  wfaiehlow* 


to  the  gentleman  and  myself  as  to  say  that  it  ac- 
tually is  equivocating}  but  really  it  is  a  conduct 
I  do  not  understand. 

The  gentleman  complains  that  he  is  frequo^ 
ly  misrepreaented  j  that  he  is  scaredy  ever  under* 
stood.  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to.  say  that  I  do 
not  marnweseat  him  by  design.  I  wiU  not  elear 
myself  of  the  general  aspersion  by  declaratioi»— 
actions  speak  louder  than  word»— I  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that  those  who 
make  many  professions  cannot  be  more  rdied  <mi 
than  those  wno  make  none.  Perhaps  it  would  be 
better  for  many  of  us  to  take  up  less  time  with 
those  declarations,  and  attend  more  to  business 
There  was  a  time  when  I  understood  the  gentle 
man  from  Yirgioia,  but  that  time  has  gone.  I 
understood  him  when  some  years  ago  he  brought 
forward  a  propoiiitioa  in  consequence  of  a  messa|^ 
from  the  Executive  in  relation  to  tbe  then  agi- 
tated question  of  the  right  of  deposite  at  New 
Orleans.  The  message  mentioned  "means."  The 
gentleman  understood  the  word,  and  so  did  the 
House ;  they  understood  money  was  wanting  to 
purchue  lionisiane.  The  ob^t  was  «&eted. 
'But  when  a  proposition  of  a  simtlar  kind  cam^ 
for  purchasing  the  Floridas,  in  similar  language  ' 
I  understood  it  as  I  did  before^  to  mean  money. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia: could  not  no- 
derstaod  it. .  It  is  well  known  that  he  could  net 
or  would  not  understand  it }  he  declared  that  there 
was  nothing  in  the  message  which  conveyed  that 
meaning,  i  confess  I  did  D*>t,  could  not,  oadec- 
stand  the  geotlemaa  then }  and  I  do  not  under- 
stand him  yet  on  that  subject. 

In  1806, 1  was  equally  at  a  loss  to  undmtaad 
the  gentleman  as  I  am  now.  At  that  time  he 
was  for  raisiDg  a  military  force ;  at  that  time  a 

firojeet  of  this  uod  was  premised;  it  was  than 
or  a  good  purpose)  was  just  and  proper.  I  un- 
derstood him  then  to  say  it  wks  intended  to  re- 
pair the  injuries  done  us  by  the  Spanish  nation, 
as  he  said,  under  the  influence  of  the  Frokdi 
Qovemment.  1  understood  him  then  to  ny  that 
Oreat  Britain  was  fighting  the  battles  of  the  world, 
and  for  the  freedom  of  mankind ;  and  I  did  not 
noderstaod  bim  then  to  say  that  that  army  was 
to  bear  upon  Great  Britain,  but  upon  France  and 
Spain;  particularly  France.  But  I  understand 
him  DOW  to  say  that  tbe  object  he  had  in  view  at 
that  time,  was  to  bear  on  France,  Spain,  and  £n^ 
land.  I  cannot  understand  the  gentleman,  sit, 
when  he  says  this  j  for  I  understood  him  at  that 
time  to  say  that  England  was  fighting  the  battles 
of  the  world,  and  we  ought  to  support  her.  That . 
army  which  he  wished  to  raise  against  France 
alone,  was  then  proper  and  of  great  utility.  The 
present  six  thousand  troops,  to  defend  as  against 
Engbind  aa  well  as  France,  are  atitwether  im- 
proper dangerma  to  the  liberties  of  the  nation, 
and  of  no  use.  I  cannot  oiidtatand  thi^  sir.  x 

In  1806. 1  udderstokid  the  g  r- lemaa  tos^that 
the  ^ritisp  possessioDb  were  v  -  nothing ;  and 
thatj  if  w  J  took  them,  we  sbou.i!  catch  a  Tartac 
But  at  the  commencement  of  this  sessioa,  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that,  if  he  had  the  direction  of 
this  OoTcmmenl^  he  wo^  have  taken  Caoaik 
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and  Jamaica,  to  be  held  as  hostages  until  the  Brit- 
ish GoTerament  came  aod  knocked  at  oor  door. 
If  they  were  worth  less  than  nothing  two  years 
•go,  bow  their  value  is  to  materially  changed,  I 
cannot  understand.  It  is  too  diffienlt  for  my  ptoln 
understanding. 

I  did  not  understand  him  when  he  talked  of 
holding  them  as  hostages.  The  expression  was, 
to  my  view,  improper,  and  incorrect  in  principle. 
I  should  hare  understood  bira  better  if  he  bad 
■aid  that  he  would  have  uken  the  British  pos- 
aessioDs  and  msiotained  them  forever.  Why  tell 
the  world  that  be  would  hold  them  as  hostages  t 
A  restoration  of  them  to  their  ongiDal  possessors 
would  have  no  effect  but  to  warn  them  to  make 
them  more  difficult  to  be  re-acquired,  if  it  should 
become  necessary.  What  purpose  had  he  then 
in  view?   1  did  not  understaud  this,  sir. 

I  do  not  verv  well  uuderstaod  why,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  be  was  so  anxious  for 
war,  that  he  wished  to  have  taken  Caoada ;  and 
Mw  he  ia  so  amazingly  pleased  that  we  shall  not 
fi^t.  Neither  do  I  understand  wby  we  should 
not  go  to  war  when  the  time  comes  that  we  ought 
to  go  to  war ;  but  we  ought  to  consult  our  reason 
as  to  the  time,  and  not  our  passioos. 

Neither  can  I  uaderstand  the  gentleman  when 
he  telU  the  nation  that  Jay's  treaty  was  an  iafa- 
moUB  treaty,  and  at  the  same  time  tells  you  that 
the  rejected  treaty,  which  was  worse  still,  ought 
to  have  been  accepted.  This  I  cannot  understand. 
I  adtnowledge  it  is  bevond  my  capacity  to  under- 
stand him,  as  he  has  been  pleased  to  observe  of 
other  geutlemea.  I  admit  that  Monroe's  treaty 
was  worse  than  Jay's ;  for  it  does  not  appear  that 
by  it  we  should  have  gained  a  single  thing  which 
we  wanted,  while  we  conceded  everything.  It 
completely  cut  off  the  power  *of  laying  an  em- 
bargo. The  gentleman  onee  thought  the  power 
of  layiog  >o  embargo  vras  the  only  strong  power 
we  bad  u  our  hands :  that  power  is  now  aban- 
doned as  unconstitutional;  for  he  would  have 
accepted  Monroe's  treaty.  I  do  not  understand 
this. 

On  the  18th  of  last  December,  an  embargo  was 
our  only  weapon.  On  the  next  dav  (1  speak 
with  confidence,  because  1  know  I  snaH  not  be 
oontradieted)  it  was  a  bad  one.  He  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it, because,  as  I  understood  him 
to  say,  it  operated  particularly  against  England 
and  not  against  France.  The  gentleman  now 
tells  you  that  it  operates  exclusively  in  favor  of 
England;  that  it  is  the  only  thing  she  wants; 
that  it  gives  her  the  commerce  of  the  whole  world. 
At  one  time  it  is  a  strong  weapon  which  will  ope- 
nte  against  Engtend  alone ;  and  at  another  it  is 
all  ahe  wants.  This  i%  indeed,  unintelligible  to 
nc.  lo  1806,  thegentlemKu  complained  much  of 
the  Executive  of  this  country,  and  oor  unfortu- 
nate situation  in  oonseqnence  of  our  having  no 
Ctbinet ;  it  would  not  pcdnt  ont  the  course  to  be 
pursued ;  and  because  it  did  not,  was  feeble,  weak, 
amd  good  for  nothing.  But  now,  what  is  our  sit- 
vatton?  He  saysthe  Executive  is  too  strong;  has 
too  much  power;  that  it  is  a  concealed  monarchy. 
I  do  not  nndetstond  this,  iir. 


These  extremes,  in  my  mitid,  canoot  be  recon- 
ciled ;  nor  do  i  believe  the  oatibu  can  nnderstiai 
them.  The  gentleman  himself  alont  ean  uader- 
stand them;  and  all  the  explanations  he  cts 
make,  and  he  is  at  liberty  to  make  ten  ihonand, 
will  not  nuke  them  intelligible  to  the  community. 

According  to  the  professions  of  the  geotlenm 
himself,  none  is  a  greater  lovor  of  liberty  than  be 
is,  1  do  not  doubt  his  motives ;  but,  according  to 
him,  the  motives  of  a  large  majority  of  this  House 
are  ranch  to  be  suspected.  No  gentleman  in  this 
House  or  the  other,  looks  for  better  treatment  thu 
he  does;  and  yet  not  a  gentleman  in  this  House 
has  taken  the  liberty  to  be  harsher  to  others  thaa 
he  has  been.  No  gentleman  asks  so  often  tt>  ex- 
plain ;  and  none,  twfore  him,  ever  refused  Ufaeity 
to  another  to  explain. 

A  lover  of  liberty !  I  cannot  understand  him, 
sir.  A  gentleman  asks  leave  to  explain.  "  Ho, 
sir,"  he  says,  "I  hold  you  in  contempt."  ••Bncoie," 
says  he,"  '*  more  of  it ;  you  are  not  worthy  of  a  re- 
ply." He  professes  for  a  gentleman  who  has  re- 
butted his  arguments  a  sovereign  eontempt;  sod, 
although  on  equal  ground  as  Representatives,  he 
will  all  low  no  replication. 

[The  Cbairmaii  observed  to  the  gentlemo, 
that  be  thought  he  was  not  in  order.] 

Mr.  H.  said  he  thought  it  proper,  as  the  geoile- 
man  -from  Virginia  was  so  often  misuodentood, 
to  let  him  know  how  he  understood  him.  Coo- 
sidering  myself  as  one  of  the  Representatirea  of 
the  people,  in  common  with  him,  and,  I  trust, pot- 
sessiDg  common  sense, the  gentleman  ought  lobe 
anxious  to  know  that  I  understand  him  correctly. 
His  passions  at  the  moment,  according  to  mynn- 
derstanding,  seem  to  govern  all  his  actions.  The 
whim  of  the  moment—— 

[The  Chairman  reminded  Mr.  H.  that  the 
question  before  theHonse  was  on  Mr.  Rahdolph'* 
amendment.] 

I  understand  the  Chairman,  said  Mr.  H.  I«b 
combining  reasons  why  the  amendment  shonU 
not  be  adopted.  1  do  not  trouble  the  House  very 
often,  and  as  great  liberties  have  been  taken  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginin  in  relation  tootbe^ 
I  wish  to  make  some  oluervations  in  reriy.  His 

Eassio'us  regulate  all  his  political  cooauctiand 
e  is  so  fond  of  bis  conduct,  that  he  is  food  of  all 
those  who  support  it.  They  are  all  men  of  the 
highest  respectabiltiy  and  talent ;  very  leaned 
and  wise,  and  entitled  to  great  consideration;  while 
those  who  oppose  his  measures  are  disgraced,  ia 
his  <»>inion. 

What  I  have  said  as  to  this  character  so  far, 
will  show  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  have  con- 
sidered the  gentleman  and  the  measures  whiehhe 
has  professed.  The  view  I  have  taken  may  bo 
wrong ;  but  I  take  the  same  view  of  this  amend- 
ment ;  and  shall  certaioly  be  satisfied,  if  the  gen* 
tleman  will  sar  that  my  vlewsorinnate  in  a  want 
of  capacity.  If  he  lets  me  off  in  that  way  I  shall 
be  content.  There  are  such  a  vast  number 
corresponding  circumstances  which  convioee  me 
that  no  faith  is  to  be  put  in  any  measures  pro- 

{lOfed  by  him,  that  he  must  excuse  me  for  not  te- 
ying  implicitly  on  the  present  proposition.  It  has- 
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conceded  the  poaition  whicb  he  himself  contest- 
ed; it  admits  a  diseretiooary  power,  puuine  it  in 
fail  own  laflpMse.  I  tbiok  I  andentand  all  men 
wbo  speak  the  lan^age  of  their  hearts;  bet  if 
diat  gentleman  speaks  the  lanenage  of  his  heart, 
I  do  not  understand  him;  and  I  have  assigned 
these  ftcis  to  show  why  I  cannot.  I  never  can 
Qoderstand  a  person  who,  at  one  time,  says  a  tiling 
is  CoQstitotional ;  and  at  another,  the  ConstitQ- 
rioD  not  being  amended,  says  it  is  nneonstitotion- 
al.  I  do  not  understand  this ;  nor  can  I  understand 
a  gentleman  who  makes  such  posiiiTc  declara- 
tions and  sadden  recantations.  I  had  rather  put 
my  confidence  in  a  man  not  possessed  of  the  same 
talents,  but  more  uniformity  of  judgment;  whose 
opinion  on  the  same  subject  at  different  times 
wonld  be  tbe  68m&  1  am  astonished,  however, 
that  tbe  recollection  of  the  gentleman  has  not  af- 
forded htm  a  sufficient  reason  to  mistrust  his  own 
jod^mcDt.  If  he  could  go  back  and  uke  as  ex- 
ttnaiTe  a  view  of  it  as  1  hare,  he  could  not  but 
nistmsl  it.  If  he  does  not  mistrust  il,  however, 
1  am  still  more  astoaisbed  that  he  should  impose 
it  to  frequeutly  on  others;  and  upon  those  espe- 
cially who,  by  this  time,  do  not  pay  a  very  high 
icgard  to  it.  For  my  part  I  have  felt  a  consider- 
able degree  of  injury  from  sitting  so  long  concral- 
ing  what  I  feel ;  for  it  is  a  fact,  that  I  would  rely 
oa  the  judgment  of  ninety-nine  individuals  out  of 
a  bondred  of  political  men  in  preference  lo  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia;  and  nine-tenths 
«  tbe  people  of  the  United  States  have,  1  hope, 
the  same  opinion  of  it.  I  have,  however,  been 
obliged  to  sit  here  day  after  day,  week  after  week, 
session  after  session,  bearing  what  is  said  to  be 
argument,  but  what  I  have  considered  declania- 
tioa }  for  ail  the  argument  iHiieh  he  has  ever 
Bed  might  beconfined  within  a  nut-ahell.  This, 
i&commoB  with  my  Ibllo  wmembers,  I  have  been 
compelled  (e  besr  with.  I  have  heard  the  most 
fulsome  praise  lavished  apon  all  jgenttemen  wbo 
would  support  those  measures  which  he  proposed, 
and  at  the  same  time  all  others,  no  matter  how 
venerable,  indiscriminately  denounced.  Age,  rank, 
and  tepoiation  weighed  jiothing.  Not  only  indi- 
Tidoals,  in  their  official,  judicial,  and  political 
cbinctars,  have  been  denounced  on  occasions 
when  they  bad  not  the  slightest  concern  with  the 
snbject  before  the  House,  but  the  constituted  au- 
thorities have  been  abused.  How  often  have  we 
been  treated  with  dennociaiiona  of  the  Senate, 
and  an  extreme  solicitude  lest  that  body  should 
violate  the  Constitution.  Where  is  the  use  of  all 
this?  hit  inteiAled  to  harmonize  the  public  coun- 
eib  of  the  nation  1  Ceruioly  not  1  Will  it  in- 
wiK  confidence  in  the  Gorernment  at  home  or 
abroad  1  Certainly  not.  Then  why  do  we  hear 
it  on  this  floor  7 

I  rejoice  that  no  very  bad  efi'eets  have  as  yet 
molted  from  all  this;  and  I  felicitate  tbe  nation 
that,  whatever  has  been  the  design^  these  things 
have  not  oparated.  Our  officers,  civil,  military, 
and  judicial,  all  retain  tbe  confidence  of  tbe  pe&< 
pie,  as  well  as  we  ourselves.  Not  only  so,  but  we 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  Powers  abroad  ;  the 
aationa  of  tb»w«rld  are  oUiged  to  respect  n»— 
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not  (torn  our  power,  Imt  from  the  purity  of  the 
principles  wbloh  direct  our  Qomnment.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  in  tbe  sound  mind  of  any  mas 
who  will  examine  the  conduct  of  this  nation,  but 
that  the  measures  of  Government,  if  persisted  in, 
will  bare  the  desired  effect.  No  douot,  if  we  go> 
on  with  a  solemn,  steady  step,  we  shall  accom- 
plish our  object;  but,  let  us  not  go  back  ;  let  us 
not  put  on  the  same  character  that  the  gentleman 
himself  has  assumed.  No,  sir ;  let  men  do  as 
they  will,  when  nations  mov^  they  riionld  pro- 
ceed slowly  and  steadily — never  retreat.  I  there- 
fore think  it  would  be  exceedingly  fortunate  for 
some  gentlemen  if  they  could  confine  their  obaer^ 
vations  to  legislative  subjects,  and  not  interfere 
with  the  concerns  of  tbe  other  department^ 
which  are  beyond  their  sphere  of  judging  cot- 
rectly.  If  they  will  do  this,  their  conduct  may 
be  of  some  use  to  tbe  nation  and  to  tbemselrea. 
But  at  iwesent  Uiose  who  indiscriminately  de- 
nounce every  eminent  man  in  the  nation,  can  do 
no  honor  to  their  hearts  or  heads.  In  England 
the  minority  in  Parliament  are  generally  respect- 
able, being  elected  for  their  talents  and  indepen^ 
ence ;  but  it  does  not  follow,  in  this  country, 
where  our  institutions  are  different,  tbata  system-' 
atic  minority  should  possess  either  talents  or  re- 
spectability. They  should  not,  from  policy,  oppose 
every  measure.  I  know  not  that  auy  gentlemen 
do  this  exactly,  but  their  conduct  is  so  extremely 
like  system,  that  it  is  difficult  to  tell  whether  it 
partakes  of  it  or  noL 

I  have  seen,  with  regret,  and  so  have  many  of 
bis  friends,  thai  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has, 
of  late,  pursued  this  course.  It  always  gives  me 
pain  to  see  talents  misapplied — for  from  misap- 
plication arises  imury.  I  do  not  regret  it  so  mueh 
on  aoooont  of  public  injury  resulting  from  it,  aa 
on  account  of  that  which  the  individual  himself 
must  sustain.  The  public,  however,  may  haTtf 
susuinedsome  injury — uotin  consequence  of  any 
division  whicb  this  conduct  has  created  in  the 
nation— for  the  citizens  have  too  much  undev- 
standiog-to  be  misled  by  it ;  they  are  capable 
understanding  the  difiereuce  between  decmmatiui 
and  solid  argument;  but  I  regret  that  we  should 
hare  been  told,  on  this  occasion  and  others,  that 
we  cannot  go  on  in  the  way  which  we  have  be- 
gan ;  that  we  cannot  bear  the  embargo;  that  we 
cannot  resist.  I  do  not  regret  the  operation  of 
this  language  upon  the  House,  for  we  know  bow 
to  estimate  it,  but  it  wilt  pass  over  tbe  water. 
Declamations  of  this  kind  have  no  good  e&et 
abroad,  tf  relied  on  as  coming  fram  men  of  oik- 
derstanding.  I  regret,  also,  that  we  are  uAd  that 
Great  Britain  wilf  never  relinqnish  the  right  of 
impressment.  I  r^ret  that  we  are  told  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  that  we  shall  not  go  to 
war.  It  is  not  correct ;  this  nation  will  so  to  war 
when  tbe  time  comes,  and  perhaps  that  may 
shortly  come.  The  nations  of  tbe  world  eaght 
not  to  he  lold  the  contrary,  unless  it  be  with  a 
design  to  encourage  those  nations  in  pehistiog  in 
those  injuries  whicb  they  bare  done  us.  It  is  said 
that  the  English  prints  have  corroborated  what  is 
said  here  ;  tut  America  will  not  go  to  war ;  that 
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if  tfaer  ^eisist  io  theii  iojuriea,  all  will  be  eonced- 
9i*  This  conduct  may  be  AIne^ical^aDd  correct, 
hut  to  my  uDderstatidiogit  is  not. 

It  ie  said  by  the  geatlemau  from  New  York 
{Mn  Masters)  that  aojr  treaty,  do  matter  what, 
IS  better  than  war.  That  does  not  appear  to  be 
the  langoage  of  aa  Americao.  It  certainly  comes 
fiom  an  American,  but  there  is  a  rast  difference 
between  this  and  tne  language  of  1776.  At  that 
time,  when  we  were  weaK  and  feeble,  postessing 
no  common  Government,  and  broken  into  foc- 
tieiu,  we  went  to  war  with  oneheartand  one  soul 
to  coBtflod  for  oar  riffbte  and  liberties,  America 
will  do  it  yet  ia  preferraee  to  signing  a  treaty 
>  irikieh  Gommntes  her  liberties  and  rights.  We 
may  bar,  we  have  borne,  with  transgression  and 
insult;  bnt  wheo  the  time  cornea  when  it  will  be 
nacessary  to  bear  with  them  no  longer,  we  diall 
Ksent  them.  The  geotleinan  says  that  onr  acts 
prove  that  we  shall  not  go  to  war.  Do  our  acts 
at  this  session  prove  it?  (luite  the  contrary.  Our 
present  regular  force,  with  the  additional  six 
thousaod,  and  our  one  hundred  thousand  militia, 
aVe  mwe  than  competent  to  reduce  British  or 
Spanish  America.  I  should  not  hesitate  to  say 
diat  the  ten  thousand  regulars  alone  would  be  a 
much  more  efficwnt  force  than  an^  which  we  bad 
at  any  time  during  the  Revolution.  We  then 
vent  to  war.  Our  strength  and  resources  are 
more  than  double.  Why  is  it  said,  theu,  that  we 
wilt  not  go  to  war?  This  opinion  cannot  be 
forced  upon  me  or  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
Statea. 

It  is  said  that  you  must  take  off  the  embargo, 
baennse  it  is  iooideotal  to  war,  and  we  are  not  at 
war.  I  have  always  understood  it  to  beaprecau- 
ttanary  measure,  which  has  preceded  war.  We 
«in'keep  the  embargo  on,  then,  till  onr  rights  are 
Rspected  by  the  nations  abroad ;  we  will  give 
than  a  reasonable  time  to  consider  our  rights  and 
Biake  reparation.  After  that  time  is  spent,  and 
w<e  are  thus  prepared  to  assert  our  rights,  if  ibey 
will  not  do  us  justice,  we  shall  be  able  not  only 
to  repel  af^ression^  but  to  chastise  it.  We  shall 
Ik  able  to  do  it,  sir,  come  from  what  quarter  it 
will. 

A  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Key,)  whose 
ejMnion,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, is  entitled  to  very  great  weight,  was  once 
«f  i^ttnion  that  the  embargo  might  operate  on  the 
nations  of  Europe  through  their  Colonies ;  but  he 
■ays  an  experiment  of  five  months  has  been  made, 
and  it  has  not  operated,  and  he  is  now  convinced 
it  ought  to  be  taken  off.  How  could  it  have  ope- 
ntecT  in  four  (not  five)  mcHitbs,  when  it  has 
scarcely  been  beard  of  m  the  Colonies?  And 
eould  it  be  supposed  that,  in  four  or  five  months, 
it  should  have  reduced  them  to  starvation  7  I  was 
opposed  to  the  embargo,  not  because  I  did.  not 
think  it  would  be  au  effectual  measure,  but  be- 
eause  L  was  in  hopes  of  an  adjustment  of  our  dif- 
ferences without  It  But,  afler  it  is  laid,  and  the 
nations  of  Enropehave  proceeded  in  their  new 
MBtrictionson  our  commerce,  and  refused  to  make 
Mparation  for  the  injuries  committed  on  our  na> 
tional  Eights,  shall  we  relax  the  measures  whkh 
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we  have  adwted  ?  Certainly  not. .  The  geoUe> 
man  from  Maryland  went  further.  He  said  that 
no  measure  which  we  could  take  could  infiuesce 
the  conduct  of  those  nations.  Surely  that  geu' 
tieman  has  not  consulted  his  friends  on  this  sub- 
ject, nor  had  time  to  form  a  correct  opinion  him* 
self.  Surely,  if  the  nations  of  Europe  dependtai 
our  raw  materials  and  provisions,  they  will  be 
affected  by  the  measures  which  we  have  taken; 
and  it  will  be  a  mere  matter  of  calculation  with 
them  whether  they  wil  Igrant  our  right,  or  snfiei 
from  the  effect  of  our  measures. 

Jt  becomes  not  mero'berp  of  the  Coogreit~ 
Representatives  of  the  United  States— toaxprsH 
themselves  io  this  way.  A  member  of  Congmi 
has  said  that  we  cannot  affect  the  Boropesn  ns- 
tions.  Infuse  that  belief  iq  England  and  Frasce, 
and  when  shall  we  be  respected  as  we  ought? 
Are  we  so  weak,  so  far  below  par  already,  ihtt 
we  must  relinquish  everything  7  It  is  degrading 
to  the  Representatives  of  a  free  and  great  natios 
to  use  this  language;  it  cannot  convey  the  seoti- 
ments  of  the  gentleman^s  own  constituents.  Sure* 
ly  the  people  of  this  country  do  believe  that  we 
bad  better  undergo  any  suffering,  short  ofdesirac* 
tion,  rather  than  by  compact  surrender  our  rights, 
than  have  signed  the  rejected  treaty,  which  wu 
not  dictated  by  that  spirit  of  independeacewhieJi 
commenced  and  terminated  the  American  Revo* 
luiion.  It  was  the  genius  of  Republican  Ameri- 
ca, the  same  spirit  of  independence  which  wsi 
displayed  io  1776,  that  dictated  the  rfjectim  of 
the  treatjr,  and  will  support  its  rejection }  aid 
will  sustain  our  measures  until  our  injuries  an 
repaired^r  we  appeal  to  the  God  of  War. 

Mr.  FmoLGY  said,  that  when  this  cubjea 
was  discussed  formerly  he  had  been  prepared  to 
make  some  observations  on  it,  but  the  floor  beisg 
sufficiently  occupied  he  had  declined  rising,  IM 
had  intended  to  have  done  so  now,  butforreaioos 
which  he  would  mention. 

On  the  former  disoussion,  the  embargo  waad^ 
ctared  to  be  uocunstitutional.  It  was  boldly  assert- 
ed that  the  Qovernment  was  not  authorized  to 
lay  an  embargo,  &c.  He  was  indeed  astonished 
to  hear  such  an  assertion,  especially  coming  froia 
the  quarter  it  did.  He  had  U)prehen.ded,  how- 
ever, that,  on  that  oecasion  it  nad  been  so  ably 
refuted  by  others  that  it  would  not  be  introduced 
again ;  but  it  having  been  again  introduced  to- 
day, and  the  proposed  transjer  of  the  power  of 
suspending  the  operation  of  the  embargo  to  the 
President  objected  to  on  the  same  ground,  be 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  Committee  for  a  snort 
time.  His  object  was  to  atate  the  observation! 
he  had  early  made  on  this  subject  and  the  prece- 
dents that  existed.  In  doing  so,  be  would  not 
follow  gentlemen's  arguments,  oq  the  other  side, 
io  detail,  but  would  state  facts  and  draw  some 
very  concise  conclusions.  In  doing  this  he  would 
confine  himself  to  proving  the  Coostiiutional  an- 
thority  of  Congress  to  lay  an  embargo,  and  the 
constitutionality  and  expediency  of  the  fffoposed 
transfer  of  the  provisional  suspending  power  to 
die  Executive  and  the  expediency  of  itw  meanirft- 

It  is  known  to  every  membec  that  one  of  ths 
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gmtest  dcfeou  in  tb«  Confederalioa  Oorerament 
tb«  total  waBt  of  the  power  t6  regulate  com- 
The  fint  iDstance  in  which  this  was 
felt  wai^  in  the  went  of  power  to  lajr 
ino.  It  mut  be  remembmd  hy  many 
wbo  beard  him  that  the  Anaj  was  freqaently  re- 
daeed  to  a  statec^ starration.  That  partieularly 
•t  the  Tallejr  Forge,  in  1T78,  fittuioe  was  in  the 
and  the  boTMS  died  for  want  of  forage, 
while  proTisioDs  were  exported  in  eiwmercial 
specBlalioas,  either  designed  to  feed  the  enemy 
or  become  prizes  to  their  ojaisers,  and  was  applied 
to  that  porpoee.  Afterwards,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  General  QoTernment,  the  Legislature 
of  PeoDsyWaaia.  laid  an  embargo  to  prerent  the 
exportation  of  flour,  but  the  neighboring  Slates 
declined  doing  so.  The  consequence  was,  that 
Reexport  trade  of  Penusylranina  was  direrted 
to  other  efaaanels.  The  flour  was  exported  from 
Wilmington^  &c.  This  circumstaDce  aflbrded 
Btrmg  coBTiction  of  the  necessity  of  vesting  in 
Confess  the  power  of  regulating  commerce  with 
fereign  natimts.  It  was  not  till  the  pnUie  debt 
had  aecnmulated  near  tb»  eonelaiioft  of  the  war, 
that  the  propriety  and  even  the  necesaity  of  raie- 
mg  a  rerenue  from  commerce  added  a  pownful 
indaeement  to  this  purpoae,  and  these,  with  other 
additional  motires,  which  were  derelopcd  by  ex- 
pmieoee,  were  the  efficient  causes  which  produced 
the  Federal  Constitution  under  which  we  are 
totmated  to  eot.  Pennsylvania  aarly  Tested  Con- 
cress  with  the  power  of  reguhting,  but  some  other 
fihtrntea  persevered  in  refusing  it.  Mr.  F.  said,  ser- 
anl  gentlemen  had  a  few  days  since  deduced  the 
power  of  laying  an  embargofrom  dififerent  soorces; 
Mt  from  the  obserrations  already  made,  it  was 
erident  that  he  deduced  it  from  the  power  of  reg- 
«laiing  commerce,  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
other  powers  retted  in  Cm^fress.  To  prove  this, 
it  wna,  however,  proper  to  axamine  the  Constitu- 
tion itself.  Here  ha  read  that  part  of  the  Const!- 
tatioa  |rhid  vests  Congress  with  tba  power  of 
regolnting  eotnmeree,  and  said  it  included  every 
PpasiMe  eonmaroial  legidative  power  that  was 
not  expftasly  excepted ;  that  maVing  special  ex- 
ocpHons  to  any  power  vested  in  Government,  fiilly 
AnDonstrated  that  every  part  of  that  power  that 
was  not  excepted- was  sraated.  He  then  read  the 
«»*|tfioo«,  which  are,  that  no  duty  or  tax  shall  be 
laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State,  and  that 
no  preftrcaee  sbaQ  be  given  by  any  reffulaiion  of 
eouaiiMFee  or  rerenne  to  the  ports  ofone  State 
over  those  of  another,  and  that  Congress 
Aould  not  have  tlte  power  of  stoppbg  or  embar- 
^n^lbeslavetradefor  a  given  time  ;  intbissec- 
taoB  tt  considers  persons,  no  doubt  meaning  staves, 
to  be  an  article  of  commeroe,  and  as  such  Con- 
gtesi  was  aathorixed  to  impoaa  a  tax  m  duty  on 
Mcb  importati«». 

Froaa  tba  argnment*  wbieh  bad  been  offeted 
OB  this  salHeet,  he  w«s  iadueed  to  suspect  that 
gaoilciMn  difiered  in  opinion  about  the  meaning 
of  the  wwd  maiaw.  He  understood  an  embargo 
t«  b«  a  stopping  or  tnd*  generally,  or  of  any  arti- 
cle of  trade  or  eommeree,  either  by  land  or  water ; 
ba  anii  ma  the  difiiiitieti  af  tbu  tarm,  snb 


as  he  fooad  it  in  tbe  best  authorities ;  but  If  thera 
could  be  any  reasonable  doubt  of  laying  embar- 
goes being  included  in  the  power  of  regulating 
eommeree,  whieb  he  thought  there  couul  not,  it 
was  clearly  dadneible  from  other  powers  uken 
in  connexion  with  this.  Here  be  rcMl  and  applied 
^e  powerto  provide  for  the  common  defense an4 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fore> 

Ssiog  powers  &c.  He  said,  he  agreed  with  g«n- 
emen  on  the  other  side,  that  this  only  authprixed 
Congress  to  earry  into  efiiect  the  powers  therein 
before  enumerated,  and  vested  no  new  power  in 
Congress,  but  demonstrated  beyond  a  doubt  that 
Congresa  had  power  to  apply  these  regulations  of 
commerce  to  an  embargo,  if  in  their  opinion  it 
wax  neeesary  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  Sutes.  He  said  that  con- 
sidering an  embargo  as  tncideatal,  or  oeeee^ry, 
either  as  a  subsiitnts  of  prevention  or  aid  ia  pros- 
ecuting war,  the  power  was  beyond  dispute;  but 
on  this  be  would  not  enlaige,  it  being  sufficiently 
evident  otherwise,  but  be  would,  by  stating  the 
exercise  of  that  power  heretofore,  illustrate  the 
subject. 

That  Congress,  by  the  Constitution,  are  the  of- 
flclal  interpreters  of  that  instrumeat,  as  far  as  it 
relates  to  legislative  power,  must  be  admitted 
by  all,  and  has  never  been  denied  by  any.  No 
other  antfaoriiy  can  interfere  with  the  exercise  of 
this  power,  even  admitting  the  power  of  the  iudi- 
ciary  to  decide  on  the  eonstituijooality  of  laws 
to  tne  most  extravagant  extent  that  ever  has 
been  suggested.  Tet  even  on  that  ground  the 
legislative  coostniction  must  be  held  good  till  a 
court  of  justice  has  decided  otherwise.  Embar- 
goes have  been  f^qoently  laid,  and  no  measure 
can  possibly  aflbrd  more  evident  or  more  numer- 
ous cases  for  bringiDg  the  eonatitutionalily  of  tba 
law  before  a  court  of  justice,  but  though  connael 
has  been  employed  in  embargo  cases,  yet  none 
has  ever  qnestitmed  the  authority  of  the  law  as 
unconstitutional. 

In  1794,  three  embargoes  were  authorized  by 
Congress,  two  of  them  were  in  full  operation  du- 
ring the  period  prescribed.  No  doubt  the  oircum- 
stances  were  different  then  from  what  thejr  are 
now ;  but  eiroumstanees  relate  to  the  expediency 
of  tbe  measure,  not  to  the  authority  of  the  Le- 
gislature.  This  affords  three  precedents  of  tbe 
exercise  of  tlie  Constitutional  authority  of  laying 
an  embarao.  Numeroos  other  instances  may  be 
given.  Hehadalready  slated  thaterery  stoppage 
of  any  usual  trade  hy  law  was  an  embargo,  tor 
less  or  more  did  not  ebange  the  principle.  Tba 
Ctmgress  wbioh  met  in  1793^  stonwd  the  export- 
ation of  «rms  and  ammunition,  Ibat  is  to  say,  laid 
an  embargo  on  them ;  be  believed  this  baa  been 
done  on  other  occasions,  and  these  were  now  in- 
cluded in  tbe  embargo.  An  embargo  bad  been 
laid  several  years  on  all  trade  with  Su  Domingo^ 
which  still  continues,  and  this  had  till  then  hem 
a  usual  and  very  beoefieial  trade ;  but  every  pro- 
hibition of  a  usual  trade  being  an  embargo  to  the 
extent  of  tba  pvohtbitioa,  it  was  not  neecaMry  to 
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cnamerate  them  all.  He  would  otHy  add,  that  at 
the  last  sessioD  of  Congress  a  law  was  enacted 
for  laying  a  complete  embargo  on  the  slave  trade, 
a  trade  which  had  been  earried  on  between  Af- 
rica and  the  British  colonies,  now  United  States, 
without  1^1  interroption,  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years,  bat  though  that  embargo  was  laid 
without  limitatioQof  time,  it  might  be  repealed. 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  J.  Ranoolpb)  who  has 
most  powerfully  objected  to  the  emlMirgo  as  an 
nncoDstitutional  measure,  has  taken  strong  bold 
of  tha  circumstances  of  no  limited  period  being 
fixed  when  it  may  terminate  or  be  re-enacted.  He 
has  coDstdered  this  circumstance  as  without  pre- 
cedent. Mr,  F.  presumed  that  neither  that  gen- 
tlemaa  nor  himself  bad  examined  the  precedents 
set  brother  commercial  nations,  so  as  to  pronouoce 
on  them  with  certainty.  The  general  embargo 
Tccommended  by  President  WASHiNaTON,  it  was 
true,  was  imljr  laid  for  thirty  days  at  one  time,  and 
renewed,  but  it  was  only  occasioned  by  a  tempo- 
zary  agression  of  one  nation,  viz.  the  British 
plaiAering  orders  of  November,  1793,  which  were 
restrained  in  January  fallowing ;  but  lest  they 
should  be  renewed  during  the  recess  of  Congress, 
power  was  transferred  to  the  President  to  lay  and 
regulate  an  embargo  during  the  time  Congress 
stood  adjourned.  On  the  present  occasion  the 
embargo  was  intended  as  a  preeaotion  against  and 
a  ^rrectire  of  a  seemingly  permanent  system  of 
retaliation  between  the  great  belligerent  Powers, 
each  of  which,  though  they  agreed  in  nothing 
else,  were  agreed  in  exterminating  neutrality  from 
the  ocean,  if  not  from  the  world,  and  the  precau- 
tionary and  corrective  measure  was  necessarily 
calculated  to  correspond  with  the  aggression.  But 
whr  did  not  gentlemen  reeoUeet  that  the  embargo 
laid  on  the  slave  trade  had  no  limitation  of  time, 
that  most  probablv  the  Congress  which  laid  it 
wished  it  never  to  be  repealed,  yet  Congress  might 
repeal  it  to-morrow  if  they  thoag^ht  it  expedient, 
and  80  they  might  the  embargo  laid  upon  our  own 
■hips  and  the  exportation  of  our  own  produce,  and 
they  will  do  so,  as  soon  as  they  judge  uoingiiisfor 
the  general  welfare,  for  the  memtwrs  of  Congress 
have  a  common  interest  with  their  constituents 
in  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  when  it  can  be  done 
to  advantage. 

The  Srit  embargo  lard  by  Congress  was  soon 
after  the  Constitution  had  undergone  a  critical 
and  severe  scrutiny  in  every  State  in  the  Union, 
not  only  by  the  press  bur  by  the  State  conventions, 
a  member  of  one  of  which  he  had  been,  and  had  as- 
sisted in  examining  it,  not  with  the  most  delicate 
hand;  but  neither  that  eonvention  nor  any  other, 
it  was  believed,  censored  ibfe  transfer  of  the  power 
of  layiogan  embargo  totheGraeral  Government, 
fior  chaUenged  the  want  of  it,  nor  moved  to  have 
it  excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  regula- 
ting commerce,  as  the  power  of  taxing  expbrts 
bad  been.  The  third  Congress  was  also  in  a  con- 
siderable degree  composed  of  such  as  had  not  long 
before  been  members  of  the  G^eoeral  or  State  cob- 
Teations,  or  both.  Such  was  the  President,  Wash- 
ington, who  recommended  the  first  embai^,  and 
he  wn  no  mean  jodge  of  the  extent  of  the  con- 
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stitutional  powers.  Almost  every  Coagrentiaee 
that  period  bad  exercised  the  same  power  in  a 
greater  or  lesser  d^ree.  He  admiitea  tbsi  tbii 
Congress  had  an  equal  riebt  to  judge  of  tjie  9h 
tent  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Constitattoa'n 
aoy  former  Congress,  but  they  possessed  noinp^ 
rior  advanuges  to  enable  them  to  judge  moie 
correctly. 

Mr.  F,  said,  he  had  a  right  to  make  ao  apologf 
for  detaining  the  Committee  so  long  in  proving  i 
position  which  he  thought  so  plain.  Hisonlyex' 
cusfe  wasthattbeHouse  pad  been  so  boldly  charged 
a  few  days  since  with  usurping  ao  authoriiy  not 
granted  by  the  Constitution,  which  is  a  tyrauy 
of  the  worst  kind,  aod  that  this  charge  hid  gone 
abroad,  and  notwithstanding  it  had  been  Mifi- 
ciently  refuted  by  other  memtKrs,  it  had  been  mgti 
again  to  day  in  argument ;  but  when  he  comidm 
ibAt  it  was  a  new  light  suddenly  burst  roith,tiri 
that  new  li^ts  were  apt  to  dazzle  the  eyes  for  a 
while  aad  vanisb,  it  would  probaUy  be  the  ew 
with  this  also.  When  it  is  eonsidered  bowing 
the  gentleman  who  advocated  this  objection  with 
so  much  eloquence  had 'been  an  advocate  for  u 
embargo,  and  how  lately  he  had  moved  for,  asi 
bow  zealously  he  had  supported  that  measuKke 
thought  it  probable  tba^  on  more  mature  leln- 
(ion,lie  would  again  change  his  opinion. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  as  for  himself,  he  was  not  nry 
liable  to  be  taken  with  the  first  impression, ud 
therefore  not  in  much  danger  of  being  misled 
new  discoveries.  The  principles  which  hesdro- 
cated  had  been  received  and  acted  upon  for  ai  Itsit 
fourteen  years,  and  the  first  doubt  had  been  oalf 
heard  of  a  few  days  neo.  All  the  branches  of  ikt 
Oovernment  baring  deliberately  determined  thit 
the  embargo  in  present  cireamatattoes  wu expe- 
dient, arguments  to  prove  it  to  he  m  would  aow 
be  unnecessary,  e^iecially  as  the  mcmbos  bow 
were  much  more  unaaimoos  in  their  opinioBaf 
its  expediency  than  when  it  was  laid. 

The  constitutionality  of  the  embargo  btjnf  d^ 
nonstrated,  the  direct  question  beforetheConnut 
tee  was,  are  we  not  constrained  by  the  Consiiut- 
tion,  or  at  least  by  the  nature  of  the  QoveramcDi, 
from  transferring  the  power  of  susjwnding  iuep* 
eratioD,  on  aoy  terms,  to  the  President,  aod  i*  it 
expedient  to  do  so  1  Mr.  F.  said  the  nrst  wua 
question  of  some  delicaey,  about  which  good  m» 
might  very  much  differ;  the  Constitution  howew 
Was  silent  on  the  subject,  and  theory,  by  mkm 
called  the  spirit  of  the  Qovernmeat,  such  as  that 
it  consists  of  three  separate  and  distinct  braneba^ 
could  never  be  perfectly  earried  into  offeei,  bW 
only  in  a  limited  degree.  This  was  demoaslnuad 
by  all  the  American  etmstitations  and  by  theoi- 
perienca  and  pnetiee  of  all  other  aovenioMais> 
The  common  theory  that  though  Executive  pow- 
er may  be  transferred,  Legislative  power  caonot, 
has  also  its  limitation  in  pnetiee  j  these  theorici 
are  good  general  rnlei^  but  like  all  other  gaacial 
rules,  they  have  their  exeeptioas  in  praetiec;  He 
admitted,  with  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Ket,)  tbatsttspendingor  ehaaging  the  Mubargo,  •> 
it  eunged  the  rule  of  coaduot,  was  a  legislaiin 
actfbut  notiothefuUsenMof thatcn-n.  IfCcB- 

Google 


2229 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


22S0 


Apui,  1808. 


gress  were  to  adjoara  leaving  the  embargo  as  it  is, 
in  full  operitioo,  and  the  President  during  the 
rtees}  was  to  suspend  or  change  it,  solely  by  liis 
OTD  authority,  this  would  be  an  assumption  of 
kgislatlve  anthoritj,  and  a  complete  legislative 
ut,  iu  opposition  to  which  the  gentleman's  arga- 
meots  would  appty  with  great  force,  bat  they  do 
Dot  apply  against  the  transfer  proposed  in  the  otll. 
b  the  Dill  wfore  the  committee.  Congress  express 
fts  will  tlut  the  embargo  should  be  suspended  as 
lOon  as  the  causes  from  which  it  originated  ceases, 
Of  modffiedin  its  operations  agreeably  to  the  change 
of  those  caases,  over  which  we  have  no  control. 
These  changes  depending  wholly  on  the  will  of 
the  belligerent  Powers,  itis  impossible  for  Congress 
to  prescribe  the  contingencies  that  may  produce 
these  cbangps,  so  it  is  impossible  to  prescribe  the 
ipecifie  contingencies  on  which  it  would  be  Dro- 
ller to  modify  or  suspend  the  embai^o,  therefore 
It  is  only  the  power  of  applying  the  law  to  cases 
iritich  are  yet  uncertain  that  is  proposed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  President.  This  is  not  strictly 
traosferrin^  a  legislative  power,  but  a  latitude  of 
discretion  in  the  execution  of  the  law,  a  latitude 
iriiich  arises  solely  from  the  nature  and  necessity 
of  the  ease,  and  must  be  jnatified  from  that  ne- 
eesrity. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  sncb  a  latitude  being  vested  by 
law  in  the  Executive  wasneitber  new  nor  singular. 
Aportion  of  it  was  tobe  found  in  almost  all  our  een- 
enl  laws.  In  the  revenue  laws,  and  in  the  laws 
for  organizing  the  Army  and  Navy,  large  portions 
of  discretion  which  depended  on  the  will  of  the 
L^islature  were  vested  in  the  Executive  depart- 
ments, and  several  cases  might  be  produced,  if  he 
bad  time  to  examine,  in  which  the  applications  of 
the  law  depended  on  the  President's  opinion  of 
contingent,  but  probable  events,  as  they  arose. 
This  arose  from  the  nature  of  the  case.  Legisla- 
ting for  existing  cases  of  which  all  the  circum- 
ntnces  are  known  does  not  rejiuire  much  discre- 
tion to  be  vested  in  the  Executive ;  but  legislating 
by  anticipation  for  eases  that  probably  ma^  or 
may  not  happen,  but  which  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  renders  it  necessary  that  the 
LegMatare  should  provide  for  before  hand  if  they 
^nld  take  place,  renders  a  large  portion  of  Ex- 
centive  discretion  in  such  cases  aboolotety  neces* 
sary  to  be  vested  in  the  Executive;  this  is  pre- 
cisely the  ease  with  the  present  bill. 

Laws  for  the  internal  government  of  a  nation 
seldom  requtre  large  portions  of  discretion  to  be 
Tested  in  me  Executive;  but  regulations  of  com- 
nterce  with  foreign  nations  always  do,  because 
their  operations  are  so  much  under  the  control  of 
ihe  regulations  of  other  commercial  nations,  alt 
cf  whom  rest  lai^e  portions  of  discretion  in  the 
Bxecative.  By  these,  changes  are  oAen  made  so 
soddenly  as  not  to  admit  of  the  slow  method  of 
eoareninff  a  deliberative  body.  In  Britain,  the 
iBost  skilfal  in  commerce  of  any  nation  in  the 
mtrld,  large  porttona  of  discretion  are  constantly 
Tested  in  the  BxecutiTe,  to  be  exercised  by  the 
King  in  Council,  or  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  but  when  they  exceed  the  powers, 
Ans,  from  ume  to  time,  Testtd  1^  act  of  Parlia- 
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ment,  as  they  have  done  in  the  late  oppressive 
orders  respecting  neutrals,  ihey  must  sees  for  and 
obtain  an  act  of  indemnity,  or  pardon  from  Par- 
liament, as  they  have  recently  done ;  but  if  this 
is  refused,  all  who  have  done  so  are  liable  to  im- 
peachment, except  the  King,  which  in  that  country 
goes  to  life  and  estate  as  well  as  character.  Witu 
us,  the  President  is  equally  liable  to  punishment 
as  any  other  officer.  In  short,  there  is  a  very  ma- 
terial difference  between  regulations  of  foreign 
commerce  in  which  other  nations  are  a  party,  and 
laws  made  solely  for  the  government  of  our  own 
citizens,  over  which  foreign  nations  have  no  con- 
trol ;  hence  arises  the  expediency  of  settling  these 
regulations  by  commercial  treaties  negotiated  and 
ratified  by  the  Executive. 

Passing  other  examples  in  our  own  administra- 
tion that  might  be  mentioned,  he  would  introduce 
one  precedent  that  applied  completely  to  the  case. 
In  1794,  aAer  the  British  orders  of  November,  1793^ 
the  execution  of  which  had  induced  President 
Washington  to  recommend  an  embargo,  had  been 
restrained,  and  after  it  was  discovered  that  the 
embargo  distressed  other  nations  against  whom 
it  was  not  intended  to  operate,  and  after  negotia- 
tion was  determined  on,  the  embargo,  which  had 
existed  sixty  days,  was  dropped,  even  while  some 
of  the  first  commercial  cities  were  petitioning  for 
its  continuance,  and  none  for  its  removal;  but  a 
law  was  passed  which  authorized  the  President, 
at  his  discretion— [Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  lawj— 
it  authorized  the  President  to  lay,  to  regulate,  and 
to  raise  an  embargo,  as,  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, he.  in  bis  discretion,  should  judge  expedient. 
By  this  law  he  was  authorized  to  apply  the  em- 
bargo to  ships  of  all  nations,  or  to  our  own  only ; 
by  nie  bill  before  us,  no  power  is  given  to  lay  an 
embargo,  but  only  to  suspend  the  operation  of  that 
already  laid;  and  that  law,  from  the  journals,  ap- 
pears to  have  passed  unanimously.  He  said  that 
he  recollected  well,  that  he  himself  voted  for  it 
on  the  principles  which  he  bad  just  mentioned. 
There  had  been  a  difference  of  opinion  about  die 
expediency  of  laying  an  embargo  when  it  was 
recommended.  Some  were  appreheDsive  that  it 
would  lead  to  actual  var,  and  all  the  alarms  of 
the  distress  and  ruin  to  be  occasioned  by  it,  were 
displayed  with  shut  doors,  as  well  on  that  occa- 
sion as  this,  but  not  so  perseveringly;  such,  how- 
ever, was  the  different  spirit  of  party  between  that 
time  and  this,  that  to  prevent  the  impression  going 
abroad  that  we  were  a  divided  people,  the  minor- 
ity did  not  call  the  yeas  and  nays  on  any  of  the 
questions  respecting  it,  indeed,  party  spirit  had 
tfDt  then  assumed  the  same  fortn  it  has  done  since, 
nor  the  same  temper. 

During  the  early  period  of  the  administration 
of  the  Government,  various  attempts  were  made 
to  transfer  large  portions  of  the  Legislative  author- 
ity to  the  Executive.  The  principle  was  avowed 
that  the  Executive  branch  was  too  weak,  and 
ought  to  be  strengthened  in  this  manner.  He 
wotild  not  detain  The  Committee  with  producing 
cases,  bat  would  assure  them  that  lo  all  these  at- 
tempts he  had  been  opposed,  and,  generally,  with 
success;  and  yet  he,  even  during  that  period,  along 
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with  his  thea  political  frieads,  voted  for  the  taw 
Testing  the  Ezecutire  with  a  far  more  exte&sire 
discretion  respecting  the  embargo  than  is  proposed 
by  the  bill  now  before  the  Committee,  aod  did  not 
tbiDk  thfttj  in  so  doing,  thejr  acted  ioconsistently. 
They  distinguished  between  resting  the  Execu- 
tive with  power  to  make  or  supply  the  defects  of 
general  laws  for  the  government  of  the  citizens, 
and  by  an  express  law  authorized  the  President, 
by  methods  prescribed  in  that  law,  to  accommo- 
date the  administration  of  the  Crorernment  to 
prolmbte  emergeneies  that  were  not  under  our 
control]  and  miicfa  it  was  not  ui  the  power  of 
Congress  to  provide  for  with  eertaintr  in  any 
other  manner.  When  it  was  considered  that  the 
eases  to  be  provided  for  depended  solely  on  the 
measnres  of  foreign  nations,  to  negotiate  with 
whom  the  President  was  the  ConsUiutional  organ 
of  the  Government,  it  was  certainly  expedient  to 
vest  him  with  suck  legislative  powers  as  were 
calcalated  to  facilitate  an  amicable  pegotiation. 

Mr.  F.  said  be  was  not  much  affected  with  the 
imaginary  alarms  of  danger  which  some  geotle- 
men  suggested.  He  was  not  apprehensive  that 
the  present,  or  any  other  President,  would  make 
the  worst  use  possible  to  be  imagined  of  the  pow- 
ers vested  in  them  for  special  purposes.  Even 
supposing  a  President  to  be  destitute  of  moral  In- 
tegrity, yet  his  comnuin  interest  with  the  nation, 
bis  high  responsibility,  the  short  period  for  which 
he  is  Meeted,  and  his  future  prospects  and  fame, 
all  contributed  us  a  security  against  a  flagrant 
breach  of  tru5t;  but  he  could  not  admit  that  elec- 
tors, carefully  selected  throughout  the  whole  Uni- 
ted States,  would  ever  choose  a  President  destitute 
of  moral  vinue. 

He  knew  well  that  a  number  of  highly  respect- 
able members  were  opposed  to  tbe  bill  from  the 
Senate,  now  before  the  Committee,  not  from  any 
apprehensioD  of  the  abuse  of  the  power  proposed 
to  be  vested  in  the  President,  but  from  an  honest 
opioioD  that  the  embargo  wilt  not  have  been  long 
enough  in  operation  to  have  produced  its  proper 
effect,  either  in  convincing  the  bellifrerent  Powers 
of  their  error,  or  in  promoting  the  manufactures 
of  our  own  country,  h^ore  ue  next  meeting  of 
Congress,  nor  even  then ;  and  that  it  is  bad  policy 
towards  these  Powers  to  discover  inch  anxiety 
for  the  snspensioD  of  the  operation  of  the  embargo, 
as  the  passing  of  this  law  seems  to  express.  He 
confessed  there  wait  great  weight  In  these  reasons, 
and  such  were  his  own  first  impressions;  but  on 
seriously  examining  the  circumstances  and  rea- 
sonable expectations  of  our  owo  citizens,  and  the 
distresses  occasioned  all  over  Europe  by  the  pres- 
ent unjust  and  unwise  system  of  the  oelligerent 
Powers,  he  believed,  upon  the  whole,  it  was  best 
to  afford  on  our  part  easy  access,  to  reasonable 
accommodation. 

Other  honorable  gentlemen  were  for  accompa- 
nying the  powers  vrith  more  specific  conditions 
and  restrictions,  for  which  purpose  resolutions 
hul  been  laid  on^  the  table  a  kw  days  since.  As 
he  did  not  know*  what  circumstances  might  turn 
op  in  the  chaibging  and  retaliating  systems  of 
Europe,  he  coaM  not  agree  to  sucE  specific  xe- 
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strietions  as  would  leave  no  latitude  of  discretioa, 
and  were  calculated  to  prevent  advances  towards  i 
negotiation.   Others  again  were  opposed  to  all  re- 
strictions prescribed  to  the  Executive  dtserAim;  I 
but  would  have  it  vested  with  other  limilatiotu 
than  what  arose  from  circumsunces,  as  bad  been 
done  by  the  law  of  1794,  already  mentioned ;  sad  , 
solely  on  account  of  its  not  bein^  so,  were  opposed 
to  the  bill.   He  confessed  he  wished  the  bill  hid 
been  more  simfrfe;  but  he  did  not  see  the  dan^ 
arising  from  its  deuils  which  impressed  the  nundi 
of  those  gentlemen,  and,  therefore,  woold  vole 
fin  it, 

A  few  meiabers  advocated  an  immediate  repeil 
of  the  embargo.  In  favor  of  this  the  geotleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Key)  had  delivered  aloif 
and  eloquent  argument,  in  which,  howerer,  the 
distresses  arising,  from  the  embargo  bad  been 
much  overrated;  but  It  having  been  ably  refaied 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  D. 
R.  Williams,)  he  would  only  take  notice  of  one 
illustration  he  had  introduced  io  opposition  to  the  | 
bill.   He  had  mentioned  the  arbitrary  condoct  j 
of  Charles  I.  of  England,  which  produced  a  ciril  I 
war,  and  brought  himseli  to  the  scaffold,  and  tke 
dispensing  power  of  King  James,  which  droie  | 
him  and  his  family  from  the  throne,  as  similar  to  i 
that  proposed  by  the  bill.   Mr.  F.  said  he  wu  | 
much  astonished  to  hear  a  member  uf  that  gen* 
tleman's  information  and  candor  iotrodneiog  snek 
an  arguinenti  but  few  members  of  the  Committee, 
if  any,  eonld  be  impwed  on  by  it.  All  in  uy 
measure  acquainted  with  the  history  of  that  pen-  i 
od,  which  tie  presumed  every  member  was,  knew  | 
that  these  high  prero^tive  acts  of  the  Btnarts  I 
were  not  only  done  without  the  authority  of  the  I 
legislature,  but  in  express  opposition  to  the  uu 
and  authority  of  Parliament;  that  they  were  ex- 
ertions of  the  royal  prerogative,  agreeably  to  the 
doctrine  of  hereditary  right,  passive  obedience  ^ 
and  non-resistance,  then  claimed  and  taught;  and 
consequently  had  not  the  most  remote  beaiini 
upon  the  question  before  the  Committee,  vhiii 
provided  only  for  vesting  the  President  with  a 
provisionary  power  for  a  specified  purpose,  in^ 
no  longer  than  during  the  recess  of  Congreoiui 
by  a  special  law  for  that  purpose. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Committee  no* 
rise. — Negatived,  ayes  19. 

Mr.  RowAM  expressed  his  opposition  to  tlu  ; 
nassage  of  the  hilt  as  it  now  stood.  1  believe,  aid 
Mr.  R.,  that  the  Constitution  does  not  permit  tf 
to  pass  it,  if  expediency  does.  Permit  me  to  laTi 
that  not  having  on  my  shoulders  any  of  the  pres- 
sure of  the  embargo,  yet,  believing  it  to  be  sereie. 
I  would  join  the  majority  in  any  Cuostitutiwl 
measure  to  lessen  it.  I  am  willing  to  repeal  it, 
or  to  define  certain  events  upon  which  it  sbnll  be 
repealed;  but  I  am  unwilling  to  vest  a  discreiioa* 
ary  power  in  the  President  to  repeal  or  modify  iti 
It  does  not  satisfy  my  mind  to  vote  for  this, 
because  precedents  are  produced  of  the  powet 
having  be»  granted  heretofore^  for  there  nevar 
has  been  a  d^rture  from  priocipU  io  which  the 
climax  has  not  been  precaded  by  prM^reesiTe  de- 
yiatioB.  Pncedenu  eaa  hare  no  afieet  on  eMM 
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iefioed  by  ear  obarter;  they  can  bare  effect  only 
where  the  exercise  of  power  is  left  to  a  sound  dis- 
erettoD,  and  fouoded  on  no  writteo  role.  Where 
we  hare  a  defiaed  course^  preeedeat  ahonld  not 
isierfere;  a  precedent  in  woich  it  has  beea  de- 
nrted  from,  only  shows  that  the  CoDBtitutton 
MS  been  violated.  A  repetition  but  doubles  the 
riolation;  and  no  argameat  can  be  drawn  from 
precedent  where  that  precedent  is  maoifestly 
ucorrecL 

ArgumMits  of  this  kind  cease  to  have  weight 
vbeo  attended  to,  becatise  they  are  foaod  to 
tare  been  osed  m  alt  nationa  wiiicb  bare  trar- 
dled  from  liberty  to  Tassaiage.  Authority  of  this 
kiod  grows  immensely,  ana  materiab  are  never 
waotM.  It  seems  to  me,  bowevcr,  that  a  plain 
process  of  reasoning',  if  we  are  influenced  by  the 
Coaslitation,  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  ns  that 
vedonotpoBsesethepower.  I  take  it  as  correct, 
thatoorpowerisitsclf aerirative.  Those  whobare 
givei)  powers  to  ns  have  carefully  guarded  them. 
They  naTedefined  and  cireamecribed  withcautioa 
the  pwtions  of  power  which  tbey  have  delegated. 
To  this  House,  the  Senate,  and  the  Executive, 
tbey  hare  delegated  a  legislatire  power;  to  this 
Boose  one  kind  of  responsibility,  to  the  other 
blanch,  a  different  responsibility,  and  to  the  other 
dnsrtment,  a  far  different  responsibiliy. 

The  people,  then,  ere  the  fountain  of  power,  and 
power  mint  be  derived  from  them  by  delegation 
ot  QsB^tiOtt.  If  by  delcjpition,  it  must  be  by  a 
ieeided  expression  of  their  will.  The  Constitu* 
tioo  is  the  ustrBment  which  contaioa  this  exnres- 
■oa.  To  tin  Legisbture  of  the  Union  they  hare 

it  delegated  a  Legislative  power,  it  being  a 
reto  on  the  prooeedings  of  the  two  branehes,  ex- 
cept sanctioned  b]r  two-thirds  <^  the  members  of 
cteh  braneb.  This  bill  inrolves  a  kind  of  absm-- 
dity.  No  act  can  hare  force  nntjl  sanctioned  by 
the  President's  as^nt.  The  Resident,  then,  by 
tppToving  this  la^  is  to  give  an  assent  by  which 
he  gives  to  himself  a  power  with  which  the  pco- 
,ple  never  intended  to  vest  him;  and,  by  the  bill, 
he  is  to  exercise  a  legislative  power,  with  Execu- 
tive responsibility.  We  are  accountable  to  the 
people  at  the  end  of  every  four  years,  and  tbe 
Senate  (by  the  renewal  of  one-third  of  its  whole 
^ober)  every  two  years.  By  this  bill  the  respon- 
sinliiy  It  eonroonded,  and  the  legislative  respon- 
sibtliiy  eomuHtted  to  the  Bzecntive.  Is  there 
ny  sneh  antbority  delegated  by  the  Constitution  7 
CcvttinJy  not  j  and  the  very  idea  of  onr  delecating 

is  abwri.  Ton  cannot  empower  'anetber  to 
neicise  Ikia  diaeretion  for  yon,  except  yo«  have 
the  power  of  transferring  the  exercise  of  it.  No 
neb  power  is  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution. 
Therefore,  it  neems  to  me  that  the  people  have  not 
conceded  to  this  House  the  power  of  vesting  the 
Bxeontive  with  responsibility  of  this  high  cind. 
Tbe  absurdity  of  a  man's  exercising  a  l^islative 
power  by  which  he  vests  himself  with  the  power 
of  l^iriating  (Tor  so  will  tbe  President  act  in  ap- 
proving  this  bill)  most  be  evident  to  every  one. 
If  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  pass  this  law  and 
he  give*  it  his  sanction,  he  gires  himself  power 
to  execciae  an  aatKorily  for  which  there  it  no 


ground  in  the  Constitution,  or  in  the  gonitis  or 
nature  of  our  Government. 

The  ar^ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, that  if  we  authorize  the  President  to  do  this, 
we  can  anihorizeany  other  person,  possesses  great 
force.  If  we  derive  onr  authority  to  pass  this  bill 
from  precedent^  and  not  from  tbe  Constitution, 
we  are  not  confined  to  tbe  President  mwe  than 
to  any  other  person.  Any  other  persoa  may  b« 
selected  with  the  same  propriety  as  the  President. 
So  far  as  the  Constitutional  principle  would  in- 
terfere, Congress  hare  a  right  to  tab  any  odier 
man  in  the  nation. 

So  far,  then,  as  wa  ehooso  to  confine  onrstlvci 
to  the  Constitotion  for  aMhority,  it  seems  to  iM 
Bone  will  be  found  there  whiiA  will  aanetioB  tko 
delegation  of  tbe  power  contended  for.  Tbe  falU 
does  not  say  that  the  President  shall  perform  as 
exeeutire  act;  it  wonld  be  unnecessary;  for  the 
Executive,  from  the  nature  tS.  his  office,  has  tha 
power  of  executing  every  law  i^hieh  Congreea 
shall  pass.  If  we  empower  the  execution  of  a 
law,  tbe  President  of  course  is  to  execute  it.  Were 
we  to  pass  this  law  for  that  purpose  only,  it  wonld 
he  unnecessary ;  bat  that  is  not  the  thing.  It  vests 
him  with  the  power  of  legislation.  If  we  c%D 
vest  him  with  tne  power  to  suspend  oar  laws,  can 
we  not  vest  htm  with  power  to  enact  new  ones) 
It  requires  no  more  legislative  force  to  enact  a 
taw  than  to  repeal  it ;  and,  Qpon  the  princi{^  tkal 
it  requires  the  same  force  to  destroy  as  to  creatau 
when  you  vest  the  power  to  destroy,  yoo  vtst  all 
power  to  create;  and  this  bill  is  «ly  a  partienlar 
modification  of  the  powet  for  «  ^ntienlar  par- 
pose.  The.  ar^mcnia  which  sn|^rt  a  transfer 
to  the  Bxeeotive  in  this  case,  would  equally  a^ 

Sly  to  a  proposition  to  vest  a  power  in  the  Presi* 
ent  to  lq[islate  npon  bis  will  for  the  whole  nn- 
tion.  Tou  may  amnse  yonrself  with  names,  bat 
names  do  not  ehange  the  nature  of  things,  for  h« 
will  be  a  despot.  If  to  govern  yourselves  be  an 
attribute  of  freemen,  so  far  as  yon  exercise  it  by 
depotation  to  a  single  man,  you  cease  to  be  free; 
and  it  is  in  this  way  that  tbe  most  dangerous  deai> 
potisms  have  been  constructed,  not  by  grasping 
out  by  progressive  concessions.  An  individniLl 
does  not  originally  possess  power  %  bat,  when  ow- 
ing to  any  eanse,  there  shall  be  gradual  conoes* 
sions  of  power,  and  the  people  shall  be  ready  for 
vassalage,  hitrinff  aimca  hin  with  the  powers 
they  are  gone.  This  is  the  way  that  liberty  is 
lost;  and,  npon  this  groiud,  precedent  on  constj" 
tvtional  questions  shimld  have  no  weight.  Raevr 
to  tbe  history  of  Republics.  No  man  was  ever 
so  hardy  as  to  step  forward  and  overturn  them  at 
once ;  rat  tbe  people  have  been  influenced  to  give 
power  nnoonscioualy,  until  their  habits  have  bo* 
eonae  fisvorable  to  sobversion,  and  enabled  an  ia> 
dividual  to  avail  himself  of  tbeir  dispositions.  It 
is,  therefore,  that  commeno«nents  w  relaxation 
of  principles  sbonld  be  gnnrded  against.  PaM 
this  bill,  and  see  what  will  be  its  effect.  Wbe* 
sach  a  precedent  as  Ais  has  been  set  in  tbe  time 
of  Jefferson's  Administration,  (a  more  popobirrac 
never  did  exist,  and,  for  tbe  sake  of  civil  liboty, 
I       in  Qod  nerer  will  again,)  who  will  dan  » 
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ttsist  itl  I  thiok  we  ougbt  to  pause  oq  ihisques- 
tioD.  Those  od  the  same  side  of  tlie  question  as 
myself  are  chai^d  with  subiUity.  It  requires 
nooe,  for  it  is  as  plain  as  day.  Who  are  to  legis- 
late? Erery  maa  will  answer,  the-  Legislature. 
Would  any  man  point  oat  the  President  as  iegis- 
ktor-f;eiieran  It  would  not  occur  to  any  man 
in  the  nation  that  the  situatioa  of  thb  country  in 
nlation  to  foreisu  Powers  and  its  commercial 
prospects,  should  depend  upon  the  legislatiTe 
power  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  preisore  and  weight  of  the  embargo  shoald 
not  hare  ioflueoce  in  deciding  this  question.  It 
seems  that  the  feelings^f  geDtFemen  are  interested 
in  iu  The  gentleman  from  Mftsaaehosetts  wishes 
to  be  relieved  from  it.  As  yon  regard  ciril  lib- 
erty and  the  rights  of  iodiTidaals,  take  it  off  before 
you  go,  sit  till  you  will  take  it  off,  or  go  away 
and  come  back  to  do  it.  Do  not  be  influenced  by 
sympathy  for  the  people  suffering  under  tbe  pres- 
sure of  tbe  embargo  to  make  a  sacrifice  or  tbe 
rights  of  these  rery  people  under  color  of  sympa- 
thy for  whom  you  are  about  to  pursue  this  course. 
These  erils  may  not  be  the  immediate  conse- 
quence of  this  course,  but  you  are  not  less  respos- 
uUe  fw  it  from  the  remoteness  of  its  consequence. 
We  are  answerable  for  all  the  ptoceedinn  of  fu- 
ture Leffislatures  upon  this  precedent,  ^hat  is 
the  misiortiue  of  it  We  cannot  see  what  con- 
iaq«eneea  are  attaohed  to  it.  It  may  be  improTed 
U|K>n  by  oar  saeeessors  further  and  further,  tiU  it 
is  irapMsible  for  them  to  retrace  their  steps ;  and 
it  is  in  that  point  of  riew  that  I  am  strongly  op- 
posed to  the  restiture  of  this  power.  Is  it  possi' 
Die  tbat,  in  this  early  state  of  our  Goreroment, 
this  thine  should  be  deliberately  done?  We  know 
▼ery  weU  the  popularity  of  our  first  President, 
when  the  first  precedent  of  this  kind  was  set.  It 
is  unfortanate  for  the  happiness  and  well-being 
of  society,  that  there  sometimes  are  men  whose 
opinions  have  such  a  weight  as  toorerturn  delib* 
•ration.  We  need  no  longer  deem  so  extraTagant 
she  custom  of  ostracism,  which  banished  erery 
nan  whose  popatartty  and  inflnowe  was  too 
fficaL  Strip  this  quastint  ai  mei^  and  resort  to 
tae  Constitution,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  sus- 
tain the  bill.  Era  ite  adToeates  do  not  deny  tbat 
it  is  uoeonBtitution.al.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in 
thefonntain  of  our  power;  they  go  back  to  prece- 
dent for  aathority  to  pass  it,  and  the  resort  to  prece- 
dent is  itself  oneof  the  strongest  arenments  against 
iL  They  do  not  find  a  specific  driegatlon  to  us 
of  aiuhority  to  transfer  our  power.  The  true 
ground  is  autndooed,  and  those  materials  resorted 
to,  as  a  substitute  for  aivameot,  which  hare  al- 
ways ruined  republican  GoTemmeDts — precedent 
and  feeling.  JudgineBt  is  silenced  by  feeling, 
and  then  precedent  is  called  in  to  aid  the  orer- 
throw  of  principle.  Instead  of  looking  into  the 
Constitution,  and  deriTing  our  authority  from  the 
fonntaiD,  we  agree  tbat  others  shall  bare  thought 
for  iia.  Here  are  preeedehts;  the  persona  who 
fonned  them  w«a  rcpublieana;  no  doubt  ther  ex- 
MDined  the  Oonstitation ;  we  will  confide  in  them, 
and  bottom  onr  deeirion  on  their  opinion.  The 
iint  attnbnte  of  fnedna  is  to  net  to  yoatsctf  j 


and  when  others  think  for  you,  you  erioce  tbst 
you  are  readv  to  be  goreraed  by  them— for,  if 
others  ihink  for  you,  and  act  for  you,  you  hava 
little  else  than  vassalage  left.  ; 

I  am  opposed  to  tbe  bill,  then,  upon  priaciide. 
I  will  join  heartily  in  any  ConstitutioDal  mode  ! 
of  repealing  tbe  law.  I  would  say  to  the  gende- 
men  who  passed  the  embaivo  law,  "I  hare  no 
doubt  tbat  you  meant  to  serve  the  country  by  , 

rissing  it;  upon  you  rests  the  responsibilUyjSM  i 
will  act  with  you  to  lepeel  it  in  any  way  wtiek  I 
shall  be  Constitutional."  ' 
There  is  a  proTision  iU'  this  bill  which  is  mm  | 
dangerous  still.   It  not  only  belongs  to  Cobbkii  | 
to  r^ulate  commerce,  but  to  declare  war.  Pin 
this  bill,  and  the  EUecutive  has  it  in  his  povet  to 
declare  war— for  be  is  to  take  off  tbe  einbii{0 
when,  in  his  judgment,  tbe  interests  of  tbe  Ditioo 
require  it;  and,  then,  under  such  restriciioos n 
bis  judgment  shall  dictate,  determine  with  wbiek  i 
of  the  Powers  of  Europe  he  will  go  to  wsr,ot  | 
whether  with  both — for  be  may  so  exercise  tiie 
power  which  you  shall  give  him  as  not  to  lean 
It  optional  in  the  nation  whether  it  will  deeliR  I 
war  or  not.  Our  hbnor  may  be  easailed  in  luek 
a  manner  in  consequence  of  it,  as  not  to  leaf*  nt 
at  liberty  to  in<)uire  whether  properly  or  not. 
The  power,  if  giren  at  all,  should  be  confined  to 
a  total  repeal,  and  not  pat  it  in  the  power  of  dte 
President  to  say  with  whom  we  shall  be  tOr 
broiled.   How  do  gentlemen  reason  ?   I  hare  sst 
heard  any  reasooing,  though  I  have  heard  it  said, 
and,  no  doubt,  a  course  of  reasoning  might  ban 
served  to  prove  it,  that  this  bill  only  confers  fizee- 
utire  {lower.   What  did  Congress  more  when 
tbey  laid  the  embargo  than  tbat  which  they  t>ov 
authorize  the  Executive  to  do — to  legislate  npoa 
existing  circumstances  and  probable  evenu  ?  He 
is  to  exercise  his  judgment,  whether  tbeembtigo 
shall  be  suspended  upon  ratification  of  a  treaty 
of  peace,  suspension  of  hostilities,  d^.,  and  twt 
modification  of  the  su^nsion  rests  with  hiB. 
If  this  be  not  le^lation,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ksmr, 
what  is.  Enforcmg  a  law  eonsittutes  an  Exees- 
tire  duty;  but  not  exercising  a  judgment  apoB 
the  circumstances  which  form  the  basis  of  a  ItWi 
and  then  acting  upon  it.  The  Stxccuiive  canaot 
combine  in  himself  two  powers  which  tbe  Cob- 
siitution  declares  shall  be  forever  separate.  Re*- 
son  and  the  Constitution  direct  that  the  aeco- 
tive  and  legislative  departments  shall  be  keptsep 
arate  and  distinct. 

Being  young  in  legislation,  I  may  learn  toI^ 
pose  upon  tbe  opinion  of  others,  and  not  be  ^v- 
erned  by  my  owe  interpretation  of  tbe  Constita* 
tion ;  I  have  not  as  yet,  however,  learned  it,  sod 
must  be  governed  by  my  own  understanding. 

The  power  of  borrowing  money  has  beoi 
iimilated  to  tbe  present  power,  and  it  is  slid  that 
yon  must  admit  the  cases  to  be  paralleL  The 
L^slature,  in  tbat  case,  determines  whether  Uiey 
want  money,  and  what  sum  they  want.  Tm 
Executive  does  not  exercise  a  Iqfislative  discte* 
tion  before  he  borrows  the  money.  When  it » 
determined  by  the  Ij^lslature  that  a  ceruin  snm 
of  money  is  osceaaryf  the  Execatir^  when  nou- 
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ied  of  it,  performs  ao  executive,  not  &  legialatire, 
duty,  iQ  procuring  it.  So  in  case  of  cootagioa. 
The  Legislature  declares  that  there  sball  be  no 
iniercoorse  with  contagious  cities.  They  may 
M]r  that,  af^  a  certaiu  eoDfirination  to  the  Exec- 
QDTe,  the  epidemic  has  ceased,  he  shall  proctaim 
the  fact,  and  the  restriction  shall  cease.  The  same 
is  the  coarse,  1  presume,  in  all  description  of  cases ; 
and  aOfaecordiBg  to  the  araeudmeDt  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  I  am  villiog  to  rote  in  this 
««*e ;  bat  I  caonot  eoDseot  that  the  Bzecutire 
■hall  ezeroisc  a  legftBtatire  authority,  because  $ach 
•a  cxeieisa  woold  be  a  ri<^atioii  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  should  eTec  remain  iaTiphUb 

I  believe  the  bill  is  dangerous,  and  I  lunent  that 
it  shonU  ^acs  under  the  present  Adminislration ; 
because  it  is  belieTed  by  a  large  majoritv  of  the 
jMtion  that  nothing  in  riolation  of  eivil  liberty 
can  have  their  sanction. 

Bfr.  Ltom  moved  that  the  Committee  now  rise. 
Negatired— 58  to  13. 

The  question  was  then  uk«n  on  Mr.  Ran- 
oolpb'b  amendment  and  negatived— Ayes  14. 

Mr.  Rahdolph  moved  to  strike  out  of  tbe  bill 
the  words  "  under  such  restrictions  as  the  public 
int«rest  and  tbe  circamstanoes  of  tbe  case  may 
appear  to  require."  This  bill  contains  two  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  provisions.'  The  first  gives  tbe 
President  of  tbe  United  States  power,  in  the  event 
of  aoch  peace  in  Europe,  or  such  changes  in  the 
measures  of  the  belligneiHs  in  relation  to  oar 
commerce  as  shall,  in  his  opinion,  render  it  saflS- 
etently  safe  to  suspend  the  acts  laying  an  embargo. 
On  that  subject  it  is  not  my  wish  to  say  any  tbiog, 
as  everything  has  been  said  by  the  genllemaQ 
from  Maryland,  and  no  reply,  nothiog  hke  a  sem- 
blance 'of  argument  by  way  .of  reply,  has  been 
made.  The  bill,  exclusively  of  that,  in  my  judg- 
meat,  highly  daogerous  power,  contains  another 
power  which  will  enable  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  lay  an  embargo  under  any  limita- 
tions or  restrictions,  aceording  to  his  discretion  as 
to  penalty^  country,  species  of  bottoms,  sort  of 
^^S9 ;  <o  Mci,  to  enact  embargo  laws  to  the  same 
extent  to  which  the  Lwislature  is  competent  to 
go,  granting  that  the  L^islatare  possesses  the 
power  of  laying  an  embargo.  \Tbat  pow«  is  con- 
tained in  the  words  which  Hwve  moved  to  strike 
ooLV  He  may  change  tbe  nature  of  bond  and 
seenrity  to  be  given,  of  the  penalty ;  he  may,  in 
ikct,  regulate  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
ma  be  pleases  He  viay  do  this.  I  do  not  say  he 
wall;  1  am  far  from  sospeetittg  it }  I  am  speaking 
of  the  nature  of  the  power  granted  by  the  bill. 
Tou  give  him  a  carte-blancne  to  lay  embargo 
laws  under  any  restriction  that  his  will  may  pre- 
scribe. I  venture  to  say  that  you  may  hunt  up 
,ali  the  laws  since  tbe  commencement  oi  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, and  find  nothing  analogous  to  this.  The 
President  of  tbe  United  states  may,  by  this  bill^ 
except  Danish,  Swedish,  British,  or  French  bot-. 
toms,  from  entering  particular  ports  or  any  port, 
and  may  prevent  our  own  vessels  from  going  to 
aueb  and  such  countries.  He  may  alter  bonds: 
be  may}  in  fact  he  has  tbe  power  of  riogiog  all 
iba  cbaAgea  Iuibuui  it^auity  can  suggest  on  the 


trade  of  the  United  States. )  This  is  9r  power,  to 
which,  if  this  House  were  intent  on  investigating 
tbe  merits  of  this  bill  as  they  are  on  adjourning 
on  Monday  next,  they  would  never  consent.  I 
wish  some  gentleman  would  point  out  any  analo- 

fOQs  grants  of  power  uader  this  Government.  I 
0  not  know  why,  if  a  sedition  bill  was  now 
brought  in,  a  precedent  of  the  former  sedition 
law  might  not  be  adduced  as  a  conclusive  aigu- 
ment  in  its  favor.  In  the  case  of  which  I  am 
speaking,  we  have  a  precedent  tmder  the  worst 
Administration  which  this  coaatrr  has  yet  known. 
I  do  believe  that  when  the  Praident  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  prohibited  comraeroial  intercourse  with 
France  and  ber  dependencies,  a  power  of  this 
sort,  though  infinitely  less  daogerotis  and  less  lia- 
ble to  abuse  than  this,  was  granted,  jl  hope  the 
sense  of  the  Committee  will  be  taken  on  this 
question,  ni>t  only  here,  but  in  the  House,  that 
some  record  may  be  left  for  those  who  follow  us, 
to  enable  them  Jto  judge  tbe  height  to  which 
blind  Executive  confidence  rose  in  que  Adminis- 
tration;  that,  like  the  torrent  tbe  Nile,  some 
new  current  may  be  found  to  direct  its  stream, 
and  fertilize  the  nation  by  its  filth.  \ 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  RANiKii.PH'a 
amendment,  and  negatived — 43  to  32. 

Mr.  ^DiNOT  moved  an  amendment  toauth(H> 
ize  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  "  whenever 
tbe  public  good  sball  require  it,  during  the  reeew 
of  Congress,,  to  suspend  the  emBai^"— N^a- 
tived — ayes  8, 

Mr.  Lewis  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
repeal  the  embano  from  and  after  the  paisiag  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  this  motion  of  his  col- 
league's went  pretty  directly  to  the  root  oS  the 
evil.  There  bad  been  a  variety  of  propositioaa 
before  the  Committee.  For  myself,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying^  that  if  we  must  grant  a  dis- 
cretion to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I 
should  wish  that  discretion,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
tbe  suspension  of  the  embargo,  to  be  as  ample  as 
possible ;  for,  if  the  Constitution  is  to  be  violate^ 
the  greatest  good  attending  that  violation  shotild 
flow  from  it,  if  indeed  good  can  flow  from  the 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  But  I  think  that 
benefits  have  flowed  from  Constitutional  viola- 
tiofiSj  and  why  should  they  not  again?  Oar  body 
politic  is  not  so  tendeLa  nature  as  to  die  out- 
right even  of  ao  violent  an  assault  as  this ;  ibere 
are  stamina  in  it  which  will  ultimately  restore  it 
to  its  wonted  vi^or.  I  understand  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  who  makes  thifr  motioa, 
does  it  from  the  appreheiuion  that  an  idea  will  go 
forth  that  he  is  not  in  favor  of  raising  the  embar- 
go, although  be  voted  against  it  originally.  .1 
conceive  it  impossible  that  such  an  idea  should 
go  forth.  Is  It  possible  that  those  who  voted 
agaiDst  laying  the  embargo  can  now  be  insensi- 
bTe  to  its  preasure  1  What  is  the  operation  of  the 
embargo,  and  what  will  be  the  operation  of  this 
confidence  which  we  are  about  to  repose  in  the 
Bxecutiveof theUnitedStates?  WhyiWhoiUie 
embargo  was  laid,  there  were  these  who  made 
money  on  it,  because  they  got  eatlier  inteUigtM* 
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of  it  thao  lh«ir  ftUbw-citizens;  and  bow,  when 
the  embargo  U  ia  operalioa,  there  are  those  who 
do  Dot  sDfler  under  it.  I  hare  it  from  good  in- 
formation, that  at  least  100,000  barrel*  of  flour 
hare  been  shipped  from  Baltimore  alone  since  it 
was  laid.  It  raajr  be  recdileoted,  that  the  gentle- 
man  from  Maryland,  who,  the  other  day,  gave  oe 
80  able  an  illustration  of  the  question,  urged  as 
an  argument  against  it,  thai  the  embargo  opera- 
ted uoequallr.  I  should  be  aorry  to  put  myself 
on  a  par  with  that  geutlemui  in  any  knowledge, 
rnueh  less  eould  I  assume  to  possess  a  better 
knowledge  of  his  own  district  than  he  himself 
l^osMiaea ;  but  I  beliere  it  has  been  said  by  a  gen- 
tleipau  said  to  be  poneased  considerable  com- 
mereial  knowledge,  that  many  thousand  barrels 
•f  flour  bad  been  shi^d  from  that  gentleman's 
district  alone  through  Baltimore.  I  was  in  hopes 
that  this  reply  would  hare  been  made  before,  be- 
ense,  coming  from  the  quarter  whence  it  must 
hare  come,  it  would  hare  operated  as  an  argu- 
ment to  estimate  the  value  of  this  measure  on  the 
West  India  Islands;  and  it  \s  evident,  that  noth- 
ing but  an  evasion  of  this  kind  would  keep  up  the 
price,  low  as'  it  is— for,  when  I  single  out  Balti- 
more, I  kave  no  doubt  the  same  game  is  going  on 
ebe  whereat  Eastern  Point  ana  Passtnaaqumkly 
putieularly.  f  The  operation  of  the  embargo  is  to 
farnish  rogues  with  an  opportunity  of  getting  rich 
at  the  eipense.of  honest  men.  The  man  who  is 
hardy  enough  to  gire  bond  aad  leave  his  seeuritr 
in  the  lurch,  can  make  great  returns }  whereas 
the  honest  merchant  and  planter  are  suffering  at 
heme,  and  bearing  the  hordra.  It  is  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  dishonest  trader — for  the  planter  is  otit 
of  the  question,  as  be  cannot  be  a  partner  io  the 
act  which  contravenes  the  law  of  the  land.!  Is 
this  all  the  operation  of  the  embargo?  No;  f«r  I 
wSl  tell  you  another  operation  it  has;  that  wbile 
the  sheriff  is  hunting  the  citizen  from  bailiwick 
to  bailiwick  with  a  writ,  his  prodace  lying  on  his 
ktsda  worth  nothing,  your  shaving  geotry^e- 
eommodatioD  men,  Ave  per  eeoL  per  month  men — 
are  making  fifty  or  sixty  per  cant,  by  usury ;  or 
making  still  more  by  usury  of  a  wone  sort— buy- 
ing the  property  of  tneir  neighbor  at  Jets  than  one- 
halfiis  value:  and  well  they  mayafford  to  appro- 
priate their  money  to  such  profitable  uses,  sup- 
posing character,  morals,  religion,  honor,  and 
everything  dear  to  man,  trodden  under  foot  }ff 
Mammon.  Are  these  alone  the  effects  which  re- 
sult from  the  embargo?  No,  sir;  you  are  teach- 
ing your  merchants,  on  whose  fidelity,  on  whose 
sacred  observation  of  an  oath,  when  the  course  of 
events  returns  to  its  natural  channel,  your  whole 
revenue  depends;  you  are  putting  them  to  school, 
and  must  expect  to  take  the  consequences  of  their 
education.  You  are,  by  the  pressure  of  the  em- 
bargo, which  is  almost  too  strong  for  human  na- 
ture, laying  ealeulations  and  snares  in  the  way, 
teaching  them  to  disregard  their  oath  for  the  sake 
of  profit ;  and  do  you  expect  your  commerce  to 
return  to  iu  natural  channel  without  smu^ing? 
You  any  take  all  your  Navy,  and  gnnboats  into 
the  bai^hifWiih  all  whieh  you  eannotstopthem. 
Thnn  aiett  who  now  expert  so  many  btmla  of 


flour  from  our  mukets,  will  not  pay  the  high  du- 
ties on  wines  and  groceries  when  they  caa  aroii 
it  by  evasion  of  the  laws ;  for  they  will  have 
learned  the  art  of  evi|dii^  laws;  they  will  have 
taken  their  degrees  ia  the  school  of  the  emba^o. 
This  is  the  necessary  result.  You  lay  t«a|m- 
tions  before  them  too  strong  far  their  virtue  to 
resist,  and  then,  bavins  cast  your  dnttgfatera  int* 
a  brothel,  you  expect  inem  to  come  out  pure  nnd 
uneoataminated.  It  ia  out  of  the  questioik,  and  I 
venture  to  predtet  thai  the  efi^  of  thla  meaaore 
upon  our  imposu  and  our  morals  too,  sir,  will  be 
felt  when  not  one  man  in  this  assembly  shall  be 
alive.  Every  arrival  from  the  West  Indies  tells 
you  of  the  cargoes  of  flour  daily  carried  in,  until 
It  becomes  a  point  of  hdftm  not  to  Cell  of  one 
another. 

On  this  subjeot,  tbo^h  not  immediately  con- 
nected with  it,  yet  as  the  observation  was  aoada 
during  the  pending  of  the  Inll,  I  think  proper  to 
notice  it ;  among  other  eoconiagemenu  given  to 
the  American  peoiJe,  are  the  sentiments  o(  Lord 
Grenville,  Lord  Brskine,  and  <^.er  eoospicuons 
members  of  the  British  Parliament;  aao  really 
there  has  been  an  eulogy  on  die  peatncaa  of  tb« 
opptaitton  generally  that  does  not  so  well  compOTt 
with  the  eorreotness  of  this  assembly.  Bin  ptay 
who  are  this  opposition  so  much  relied  on  aa  im 
sheet-anchor  of  our  affairs  in  Great  Britain ;  aa 
the  month-piece  of  the  agriculturistB  and  aftann- 
faeturersi  That  very  Ministry  who  negotiated 
the  rejected  treaty  with  you;  who  atlacbed  to 
that  treaty  the  humiliating  Bote  whieh  you  are 
told  prostrated  the  iodepeodeaoe  of  the  Uaiaed 
Sutes.  The  same  individuals  who  were  prompt 
leaders  of  the  Qrenrille  and  Fox  Ministry  new 
speak  the  language  of  the  British  oppositioa. 
Suppose  them  sncoessful,  and  oUiers  out  of  power. 
We  shall  then  be  in  the  same  situation  as  we  were 
on  the  31st  of  December,  1806,  having  no  cbamee 
of  better  terms  thaa  thoae  whieh  have  been  al- 
ready- spumed.  I  meatioo  this  to  show  the  in- 
eonaisteney  of  those  gcntlnoMn  who  wish  to  eon- 
ttnue  the  embarga.  The  very  aaSM  paoupte  wko, 
you  are  trinmphintly  told,  have  moved  for  a  rev- 
ocation of  the  Orders  of  Couneil  of  the  llth  «f 
November,  arc  the  very  persons  who  negottstad 
that  treaty,  which  was  rejeated ;  not  only  rejeeied, 
but  rejected  with  scorn  and  indignation.  QeDlle- 
men  speak  ia  one  breath  vrith  me  utmost  abhw- 
rence  and  indignation  the  treaty  and  tlie  Mhk- 
istry  who  formed  it,  and  of  the  same  peraona,  ia 
the  same  breath)  in  the  highest  terms  of  euloglan. 

Mr.  Lewis's  ameodment  was  then  n^;atit«d— 
ayes  22. 

The  hill  having  been  retorted  to  the  Hotise  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  House  then 
proceeded  to  consider  it:  Whereupon  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Kar,  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by 
striking  out,  after  the  words  "  in  Congress'  as- 
sembled," in  the  first  line,  the  words  firilowinv, 
to  wit: 

*'  That,  in  the  event  sndt  psaca,  or  ■nspensfaii  of 
hosliGties,  between  dia  bdEgerent  Powers  of  Bmope, 
er  of  suA  flhaages  ia  Ih^  msasnraa  aflbcting  Mwral 
(  aiajrander  that  efdha  Oiiiladi 
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ntffidentlj  iRft,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  of 
dte  United  StatM,  he  ia  hereby  anthorized,  daring  the 
reeesa  of  Congreea,  to  soflpena,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the 
act  lajmg  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  veasels  in  the 
ports  and  bubon  of  Uie  United  States,  and  the  several 
•els  sapplemeBtafy  thereto,  under  such  exceptions  and 
nstrictmns*  and  onnieh  bond  and  tecuritybeinggiven, 
a*  Ibe  pnUio  intentt  and  dreooMtauees  of  the  case 
■wj  f^pwrto  require  t" 

And  inserting,  in  lieu  thereof,  tlie  following 
words: 

"  lliattin  the  event  of  peaee,  ormqwnaion  of  hoa- 
lilitieBt  between  the  belfigerent  Powers  <^  Europe,  or, 
in  the  erent  of  the  GoTenimenta  of  France  or  Great 
Britain  officially  resdndlng  their  orders  or  decrees,  a& 
Ibcting  the  neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States,  the 
President  ia  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  issue 
hia  Proclaaution,  notifying  such  event  orevents  having 
taken  place ;  and,  fixtm  the  date  of  such  Prodamation, 
the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  veaaela  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  Statea.  and  the  Mvenl  acts 
aap^einentary  fliereto,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
berMy,  rifealed:" 

The  question  being  taken  thereapoo,  it  passed 
in  tbe  nentire — yeas  22.  nays  70,  as  follows ; 

Yais— William  W.  Bibb,  Epaphroditos  Champion, 
Joho  Culpepper,  Daniel  M.  Dnrell,  James  M.  Gamett, 
William  Hoge,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Jamea 
Kdly,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Jonah  Mastera,  William  Milnor,  John  Randolph,- 
John  Rowan,  John  Russellt  Samud  Smith,  Richard 
Staniwd,  Samuel  Ta^art,  Archibald  Van  Hom,  and 
KiOian  K.  Van  RensseUer. 

Navs— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  "WiBiM  Alston,  jr.,  David 
Baird,  Joseph  Bariter,  Barwell  Bassett, William  Bladt- 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Btount,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  dopton,  Richard  Outts,  Samuel  W.  Dans,  J<^n 
Davenport,  jnn.,  John  Dawson,  Josiah  Doane,  Joseph 
Desha,  William  Ely,  Joho  W.  Eppes,  WUIiam  Find- 
ley,  Jaates  Fisk,  Fraoios  Oardusr,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
laaiah  L.  Oreeo,  John  Heister,  James  Hdknd,  David 
Htdmes,  Ridiard  Hnmpfareys,  Daniel  Bd^,  Ridiard 
M.  Johnson,  William  Kurkpatrid,  John  Lambert,  John 
Love,  William  McCreeiy,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jon., 
John  Montgomeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholaa,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jon^  loha  Porter,  Josiah  Quiney,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Hattfiias  Itichards,  Samuel 
Rifcer,  Jamas  Iffloao,  Dennis  Smel^  Jidin  Smilie,  Jede- 
diah  K.  Smith,  J<An  Smith,  ClementStorer,  Benjamin 
IVllmadge,  John  Taylor,  James  I.  Van  Allen,  Jesse 
Wharton.  Robert  Whitehill,  Isaac  Wilbour,  David  R. 
ira&HBM,  Siobard  Winn,  and  James  Witberell. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Randolph, 
to  amend  the  bill,  by  striking  out,  after  tbe  word 
"  that,"  in  tbe  second  line,  to  the  end  of  tbe  bill, 
the  words  following,  to  wit :    .  ^ 

*'In  the  event  of  such  peace,  or  suspension  of  hostili- 
ties between  the  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  or  such 
change*  in  their  measures  affecting  neutral  commerce 
as  may  render  that  of  the  United  Statea  sufficiently 
safe,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  ia  hereby  authorized,  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  to  sn^end,  in  whole  or  In  part,  tbe  act  lay- 
'mg  «n  eaobaigD  on  all  ships  and  vsasds  in  tbe  porU 
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and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  the  several  acts 
supplementary  thereto,  under  such  exceptions  and  re- 
strictions, and  on  such  bond  and  secnrity  being  given, 
as  the  public  interest  and  circumstances  of  the  case 
may  appear  to  require ;  Prmtled,  such  suapennon 
shall  not  extend  beyond  twenty  dajrs  after  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress :" 

And  inserting,  in  lien  thereof,  tbe  following 
words : 

"  Tbe  act  laying  an  embazgo  on  all  Aip»  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  hsrbors  of  the  United  States,  and  ih6 
several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  shaH  be  repealed 
BO  fsr  as  they  prohibit  trade  with  France  and  hn  de- 
pendendes,  and  States  assodated  in  eonunoa  eaoss 
wid)  her,  so  soon  as  the  Uniled  Statea  (hall  be  exempt^ 
ed  from  the  operation  of  her  decrees,  of  the  tweDa^- 
firat  of  November,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  aadax» 
and  the  seventeenth  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  pevan,  and  the  President  of  the  Dniisd 
States  shall  have  been  informed  thereof,  and  shall  have 
received  assurances  that  the  ezisdng  stipnlations  be> 
tween  the  United  States  and  Franee,sh&Ubs  respected 
by  her. 

"  And  be  it  further  enticed.  That  the  said  acts  shall 
be  repealed,  so  far  as  they  prohibit  trade  with  Great 
Britain  and  her  dependenciee,  and  States  asmciated  in 
common  cause  with  her,  so  soon  as  her  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil, of  November  last,  shall  be  rented,  so  ftr  as  thqr 
effect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  shall  have  received  offidal 
assurances  thereof,  and  that  the  nenCral  rights  of  tbe 
United  States  shall  be  respeeted  by  her :  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
suthorixsd  and  required,  on  the  receipt  of  sveh  assu- 
rances fiwn  either  of  the  two  belligerents,  to  notify  the 
same  forthwith,  hj  Prodaination ;  «4iei«iipM),  the  em- 
bargo shall  be  raim  in  regard  to  snebbellimrsnt:  And 
if  audi  assurances  be  lecuved  from  both  uie  said  belli- 
gerents, Prodamation  diall  in  like  manner  be  forth- 
with issued ;  wtiereupon,  the  act  aforesaid,  and  the  sev- 
eral acts  supplementary  thereto,  shall  cease  voA 
determine." 

Tbe  question  being  put  thereupon,  it  passed  iii 
the  native — yeas  sS,  nays  73, as  follows: 

Yxift~-Burwell  Bassett,  Epapbroditus  Champion, 
Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  Joseph 
Desha,  Danid  M.  Dnrell,  James  M.  Garnett,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  John  Harris,  William  Hoge,  Walter 
Jones,  Jamea  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Edward  Uoyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  JosudiMaaters,  Willisn 
Milbor,  John  Randolph,  John  Rowan,  Jcdui  Russdl, 
Samud  SmiA,  Ridiard  Stanford,  Archibald  Van  Hom, 
and  KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Nixs — Lemnd  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Esekiel 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  William  W.  Bibb, 
William  Blackledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount, 
Adam  Boyd,Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell, 
John  Clopton,  Richard  Cotts,  E^muel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Josiah  Deane,  WiHnm 
Ely,  Jdut  W.  Bppse.  William  Kndkv,  James  Fish, 
Francis  Gardner,  Psterwm  Goodwyn,  llwiidi  L.  Green, 
John  Heister,  David  Holmes,  lUt^en  Humpfaseys, 
Daniel  Daley,  John  G.  Jadisen,  Richard  M.  Jdinson, 
William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambwt,  John  Love,  Wil- 
liam McCreery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  John  Mont* 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,^WUson  C.  Nicholas,  Tim- 
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cibj  Pitkin,  jr.,  JobB  Porter,  Jotiah  Qaincy,  John  Rhes 
of  Tennflstee,  Jacob  Ricliards,  Matthias  Richards, 
8amu«l  Riker.Jainu SIoan,Denoui Smelt,  John Smilie, 
JTedediah  K.  Smith*  Jdm  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard, 
Caement  Storer,  Lewif  B.  Sturgei,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  George  Troop,  James  I.  Van 
AUen.  Jeiwe  Wharton,  Robert  WhitehUl,  Isaac  WU- 
l^nr,  David  R.  Williama,  Richard  Winn,  and  James 
WitherelL 

Another  moiion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rah- 
POLPB,  to  ameDd  the  said  bill  hy  striking  out 
therefrom,  ia  the  fourth  lipe,  the  words  "  in  wh^e 
or  in  part,"  and,  in  the  sizth  and  seventh  lines, 
the  words,  "  under  such  exceptions  and  restric- 
tions, and  nn  saeh  bond  and  security  being  given 
as  the  public  iaterest  and  ciroumsiances  of  the 
case  mzf  appear  to  reqaire." 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
ment was  called  for:  Whereupon,  the  question 
being  taken  upon  the  first  member  of  the  said 
proposed  amendment  to  strike  out  the  \TOTis  "  in 
whole  or  iu  part it  passed  in  the  negative — yeas 
43,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

YsAB—William  W.  Bibb,  William  BlacUedge, 
Thomas  Blount,  William  A.  Bniwftll,  Epaphioditas 
<^uunpion,  John  Cnlpepper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jnn.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Franda 
Gardner,  James  H.  Gamett,  Charies  Goldaborough, 
Bdwin  Gray,  Jdin  Hards,  William  Hoge*  John  G. 
Jackaon,  Walter  Jones,  Philq>  B.  Key,  Joaef^  Lewis, 
Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lytm,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Jouah  Masters,  William  Milnor,  Daniel 
lloatgonMrr,  jr^  Jonathan  O.  Moaelj,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
Jeaiah  Qoin^»  John  Randolph,  Jdut  Rowan,  John 
BwsbU,  Samuel  ftnith,  Biehaid  Stanford,  Lewis  B. 
Stutges,  Samud  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadga,  Jolm 
Taylor,  Abram  Trigg,  Archibald  Van  Hora*  Killuui 
K.  Van  Renaselaer,  and  David  R.  WUliams. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Escekiel 
BaeoUr  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Basaett, 
John  Blake,  jr.,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Howell 
Cobb,  lUchard  Cutta,  John  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Dutell, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley.  James  Fiak,  Peter- 
aon  Good^n,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heialer,  James 
HoUand,  i5avid  Holmea,  Daniel  Ilal^,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  WiUiam  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  John 
Love,  William  McCrewy,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  lliomas  Moore,  John  Moirow,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Joha 
Porter,  John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob 
Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  James  Sloan,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Heniy  Sondurd,  Clement  Storer,  Oeo^  N.  Troup, 
Jamos  L  Tan  AUen,  Danid  C.  Veiplanck,  Jean  Whar- 
ton, Robert  WhitehiU,  Laae  Wilbour,  Alexander  Wil- 
aon,  Ricluid  Winn,  and  James  Witherell* 

The  qneation  was  then  taken  upon  the  second 
member  of  the  said  proposed  amendment,  to  strike 
oat  the  words  "  under  such  exceptions  and  rastric- 
tionsi  and  on  auch  bond  and  security  being  giren 
u  the  puUic  interest  and  circumstances  m  the 
eaae  may  appear  to  require;"  and  passed  in  the 
negative—yeas  45.  nays  59,  as  follows : 

TxAS— WUliam  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  BlacUedge, Tho- 
mas Bloimt,  William  A.  Burwell,  Epajdiroditas  Cham- 
fioiit  John.  Culpepper,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jcdu  Davni. 
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port,  jr^  Joseph  Deriu,  William  Ely,  Francis  Gaidna- 
James  M.  Garnett,  Chsj-tes  Goldaboron^,  Edwin  Gn;, 
John  Harris,  WiUiam  Hoge,  John  G.  Jackmn,  fil- 
ter Jones,  James  Kelly,  Philip  B.  Kw,  Joseph  Leirii, 
jun.,  Edward  Lloyd,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Haeon, 
Robert  Marion,  Josiah  Masters,  William  Milnor,  Dsn- 
iel  Montgomery,  jun^  Jonathan  0.  Mosely,  Timotl^ 
Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Bhaa 
of  Tennessee,  Jobo  Rowan,  John  Ruaaell,  Stmoe) 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturgea,  Suniiel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Abram 
Tiigg,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kiltian  K.  Van  Renue- 
laer,  and  David  R.  Witlianu. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  AlBton,jr.,  Enkid 
Bacon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Baiker,  Burwell  Bant^ 
JohnBlake,  jnn.,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  Williui 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Howdl 
Cobb,  lUchard  Catts,  John  Dawson,  Daniel  M.  Donll, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  James  Fisk,  Peter- 
son Gooditjn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  HoiEter,  Juoet 
Holland,  David  Holmes,  Daniel  Ualcy,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Jolm 
Love,  William  McCreery,  John  Montgomety,  Nicholii 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Mo«»e,  Jaramiah  Morrow,  Jobi 
Morrow,  Thomas  Newbdd,  Thomas  Newtoa,  WiImb 
C.  Nidiolaa,  John  Porter,  John  Pu^,  Jacob  Udwrdi, 
Matthias  Richards,  Samn^Riker,  James  Sloan,  Beniiii 
Smelt,  John  Srailie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Bmitb. 
Henry  Sonthard,  Clement  Storer,  George  M.  Tnmp, 
James  1.  Van  AUen,  Daniel  C.  Verpl&n<^,  Jesse  Wliu^ 
ton,  Robert  WhitriiiU,  Isaac  Wilbour,  Alexander  Wil> 
son,  Richard  Winn,  and  James  WitheoeU. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BlocnTj  to  amend 
the  said  bill,  by  inserting  next  after  the  votd 
"  not,"  and  before  the  Word  "  extend,"  in  the  ser- 
entb  line,  the  words,  "take  effect  until  theeler- 
enth  day  from  and  after  the  date  of  the  ProcU- 
mation  by  which  the  same  shall  be  anoouaced, 
nor :"  and  the  question  being  takra  theceopoa,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  br  Mr.  Lavii  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  addiitg  to  tne  endtheieof|i 
new  section, as  a  second  aeetion,  in  the  wotdinl' 
lowing,  to  wit : 

Sac.  3.  And  be  it  farther  ermeted.  That,  from  ssd 
after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the  UniW 
States,  and  the  several  acts  supplementaiy  thantoi 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed : 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Speaker  decided  tbatthem^ 
tion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  to  add  a  new  section  to  ibt 
end  of  the  bill,  was  not  in  order,  it  being  a  sub- 
stitute, and  by  a  standing  rule  and  order  of 
Hou^,  it  is  declared  that  no  new  motioti  « 
'  proposition  shall  be  admitted,  under  color « 
'amendment,  as  a  substitute  for  the  motioaw 
'  proposition  under  debate 

From  which  decision  of  tiie  Chair,  an  appeaUo 
the  House  was  made  by  two  members;  aod  od 
the  questii^,  "  U  the  said  decision  of  the  Cbwi 
correct  1"  it  was  reaolred  in  the  affimutire-* 
ayes  70. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  readioj^- 
ayes  56,  noes  27.  To-morrow  being  named  for 
the  day,  was  lost— yeas  28.  It  was  then  ordered 
to  be  read  this  erenin^,  without  a  dtTiuon.  And 
haTinc  been  reftd  « thint  tim^  Meam.  J<ansi% 
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Dara,  Jacesoit,  Bibb,  and  Lton,  oppoied  the 
tuUiiDd  Mr.  Troop  sopported  iu 

Mr.MiLMOR  moved  to  adjourn  (half  past  eight) 
nwatiTed— ayes  27. 

Hr.  M.  theo  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stamford  also  opposed  the  bill,  and  re- 
newed the  motion  to  adjourn,  a^tiTed — ayes  19. 

Messrs.  Rbba  and  Ltoh  opposed  ttte  bill. 

Another  motion  to  adjourn  was  thai  negatired 
—ares  18. 

Messrs.  Rah  noLPa  and  Cvlpeppeb  opposed  the 
Ul. 

The  qnestloa  was  then  taken  (half  past  ten)  by 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  60,  nays  38,  as  follows : 

TiAS— Lemad  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  £xe* 
Uel  Bseon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Borwell  Bu- 
satt,  Willtaia  BlacUedge,  John  Blake,  junior,  Adam 
Bojd,  Bobert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Bnder,  Joseph  Cslhoon,  George  W.  Campbell,  Mab- 
diew  Claj,  Howell  CoU>,  Richard  Catts,  John  Dawson, 
JonJiDeane,  Daniel  M.  Darell,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
Bsn  Findla;,  Junes  T'uA,  Peterson  Goodwjn,  Isaiah 
L  Qnm,  John  HeiMer,  Jamea  Holland,  DavU  Holmea, 
Ssttid  IMey,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  iOrkpat- 
fiek,  J<4in  Lambert,  Robert  Marim,  William  McCree- 
17,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeramifth 
Monow,  John  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  Wikon  C.Nicholas,  John  Porter,  John  Pogh, 
luob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  Samnel  Riker. 
Juass  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jedediah  K. 
fiaiith,  Benry  Southard,  Clement  Storer,  George  M. 
TtDop,  Junes  L  Van  Allen,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck, 
Isms  Wharton,  Issae  Wilbonr,  Alexandw  Wilaon, 
Kdisrd  Winn,  and  Janiea  WitberelL 

Niit—WiOiuii  W.  Bibb,  Thomas  Blount.  Epaph- 
roditoi  Champion,  John  Culpepper,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  DaTeoport,  jun.,  William  Ely,  Francis  Gardner, 
Jimes  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsborongb,  John  Har- 
in,  Wilfiam  Hoge,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jonea, 
Ailip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  Lloyd, 
Rattbew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Josiah  Masters, 
IVjOinn  Mtlnor,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jun.,  Jonsthan 
0.  Hos^,  Timothy  Piftin,  jun.,  Joaish  Qolnirr,  John 
Kaadelpb,  Jobn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rowan, 
SuanA  South,  Ridiard  Stanfiird,  Lewis  B.  Stnrgea, 
Samod  Ta^art,  Benjamin  TaUmadg^  Mm  Tirykw, 
Abrasi  Trigg,  Ardiibald  Van  Horn,  IDlliaa  K.  Van 
HensMiilaif,  and  Darid  R.  Williwns. 

Mr.  RutDoLrs  then  mored  to  strike  oat  of  the 
Wl  the  words  "aoder  certain  eotiditions;"  for 
■othiag  could  be  more  certain  than  that  the  bill 
eoDtained  no  certainty.— Negatired  without  a 
wrtsioQ. 

Ordered  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  do  carry 
the  nid  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  inform  them  that 
n  hu  passed  the  House  withmit  amendment. 

Oa  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned. 

Wbdheidat,  April  20. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  bare  passed  the  following  bills, 
to  wfcieh  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House: 
«ie,  entitled  "  An  act  to  make  Plymouth,  in  North 
Gtrotina,a  port  of  entry,  and  to  change  the  name 
« the  district  of  Naojemoy  to  that  of  8t  Mary's ;" 
UMher,  entitled  "  An  act  10  alter  the  time  for  the 
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next  meeting  of  Congress;"  and  another,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  an4  the 
several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

Mr.  FiBK,  from  the  commfttee  to  whom  was 
referredjOn  the  second  ulttmo^a  petition  of  James 
Jay,  of  the  State  of  New  York,  made  a  report 
thereon :  which  he  deltrered  ia  at  the  Clerk's  tables 
whera  the  same  was  read.  Wherenpon,  the  reso- 
lution contained  therein  being  read  the  aeoond 
time,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

Sea^uedt  Tint  h  ia  expedient  to  anthoriaa  the  Tn- 
ndent  of  the  United  States  to  pnrcbaae,  fbr  the  use  of 
the  public,  of  James  Jay,  his  invention  of  a  ayatem  ef 
aecret  corraqtondence : 

A  motion  was  mide  by  Mr.  J.Montoohbbt,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  said  report  be  post- 
poned indefinitely.  And  the  question  oeia|;  taken 
thereupon,  it  was  resolred  in  the  affirmatire— 44 

to  33. 

POST  ROADS. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  unwilling  as  he  was  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session  to  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  House,  be  was  yet  compelled,  injustice  to  hit 
constituents,  to  submit  a  motion  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  House.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
the  situation  of  the  State  of  Georgia  had  been 
shown  by  him  and  his  eolles^ue,  (Mr.  Tbodp,) 
when  the  General  Post  Office  bill,  which  bas  been 
rejected  by  the  Senate,  had  been  under  consider^ 
ation ;  even  the  opponents  of  the  bill  had  then 
said  that  they  would  agree  to  pass  a  special  bill 
for  Georgia,  whose  acquisitions  of  new  and  fer- 
tile country,  with  a  rapidly  increasing  population, 
so  loadly  called  for  accommodation.  Mr.  B., 
after  stating  in  addition,  that  the  State  of  'Geor- 
gia bad  annually  yielded  a  considerable  revenue 
to  the  Post  Office  Bstabliahment,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Betoh^  That  a  committee  be  amwintad  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  the  following  post 
roads  in  State  of  Georgia,  viz:  From  Daiien,  by 
John  Jotws's  to  MiHedgeville,  and  from  tbenee  to  Ath- 
ens; from  Sparta  to  MilledgeviUe,  and  from  thence,  by 
Jones's  CourtJwUM,  to  the  garrison  on  Odunulgiee; 
from  Mille^femille  to  Ptitnam  Coiirt*Honse,  and  from 
thencb  to  ftforgan  OonrtJionBe,  and  to  Randol]^  Comt- 
house. 

Mr.  Blacklgdob,  after  representing  the  diffi- 
eatties  under  which  his  constituents  Tabor  from 
the  want  of  roads  proposed  by  the  rejected  bill 
to  be  established,  and  that  the  great  objection  to 
the  erection  of  the  new  roads  bad  been  the  too 
great  expense  of  the  Post  Office  Establishment, 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  directing 
the  committee  to  report  on  the  propriety  of  put- 
ting down  all  the  unproductive  routes  reported 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  form  an  objection  to  fbture  alterations. 
Negatived  without  a  dirision. 

Mr.  GAnoNER  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
propined  resclutioo,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following  words :  "  In  New  Hampshire,  from 
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Portsmouih,  throagh  Darham,  Concord,  Hopkia- 
tOD,  Heniker,  HilTsborougb,  Leinster,  and  Ac- 
worth,  to  Charleatown and,  on  the  qoestion  that 
the  Honse  do  agree  to  the  said  amendment,  it 
passed  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  origiDalty  proposed  by  Mr.  Bibb,  and  resolved 
in  the  affirmative— 59  to  17. 

OrdeTed,  That  Mr.  Bebb,  Mr.  Rhba  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Mr.  Qreen,  be  appointed  a  committee, 
parsuaot  to  said  resolution. 

JUDGE  INNS8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rowan,  the  House  took  up 
for  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  eonduet  of  Harry 
lDoe»— 56  to  26. 

Mr.  Shilib  moved  that  ihe  report  be  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  a  view  to 
let  it  lie  over  until  the  next  session.  The  select 
committee  in  considering  the  testimony  before 
them,  which  consisted  of  those  documents  before 
the  Hoaw,  had  thought  they  did  not  contain  suf- 
ficient matter  on  which  to  ground  an  impeach- 
ment }  at  the  same  time  that  they  felt  a  disposi- 
tion to  pursue  the  inquiry  if  other  testimony 
could  be  had,  which  did  not  appear  possible  to  be 
had  daring  the  present  session.  A  postponement 
of  the  subject  would  give  an  opportunity  to  pro- 
cure testimony  pro  and  con. 

Mr.  RovAN  was  opposed  to  commitment,  as  be 
thought  it  could  answer  do  purpose  but  to  delay 
a  decision.  For  himself  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  documents  already  before  the  House  were 
abundantly  sufficient  for  the  conviction  of  Judge 
Innes;  at  least  sufficient' on  which  to  ground  an 
impeachment.  It  certainly  was  not  for  the  inter- 
est of  the  community,  if  thii  man  Fere  guilty, 
that  he  should  be  continued  in  the  exercise  of  his 
high  authorities  longer  than  could  be  avoided, 
and  therefore,  in  justice  to  the  United  States,  and 
to  the  people  of  Eentacky,  an  early  decision 
should  be  had. 

Mr.  R.  then  took  a  view  of  the  testimony  con- 
taiued  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Keuiucky  in  the  case  of  Judge  Sebas- 
tian, on  which  he  dwelt  at  some  length,  stating 
more  than  oue  fact  proved  by  it,  whichlie  thought 
would  of  itself  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  remo- 
val from  office  of  a  judge  of  the  United  States. 

Nothing  could  be  gained,  be  said,  by  sending 
the  subject  to  a  committee.  The  people  of  Ken- 
tucky were  alive  to  the  subject.  They  bad  man- 
ifested their  anziety  in  rward  to  it.  and  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Union  by  sending  forward  to 
this  body  a  solemn  resolution  expressive  of  their 
desire  for  a  full  inquiry,  and  oo  this  subject  he 
thought  the  zeal  of  the  State  should  not  outstrip 
that  of  the  nation.  This  commitment  and  con- 
sequent postponement  would  be  a  manifest  disre- 
gard of  the  act  of  an  honorable  State,  to  whom 
the  House  should  not  show  disrespect.  He  con- 
cluded by  hoping  that  KeoEucky  would  be  per- 
mitted to  have  a  judge  who  was  truly  an  Ameri- 
can ;  one  who  coula  not  tamper  witb  the  ene- 
mies of  his  country,  and  about  whom  should  be 


such  an  atmosphere  of  repubioo  as  to  prereat 
bim  from  being  selected  as  a  fit  object  ibrctK* 
ruption.   Such  a  jjudge  as  this  Kentucky  wanted. 

Mr.  Shilie  said  neither  bis  respect  fot  tbe 
State  of  Kentucky,  nor  yet  any  suspicious  cir- 
cumstances should  affect  his  feelings;  hewaaied 
testimony  to  satisfy  his  mind  of  the  guilt  of  the 
man.  None  but  legal  testimony  could  be  received 
on  trial  for  impeacbment,  and  such  he  wished  to 
see  before  be  voted  for  commencing  an  impeaek- 
ment.  Setting  all  other  considerations  aside, 
the  House  had  now  but  four  days  to  sit,  and  it 
would  occupy  the  whole  of  that  time  at  leutto 
discuss  the  subject,  were  it  now  to  be  decided. 

Mr.  Taylor  had  been  one  of  the  select  com* 
mittee,  and  in  the  minority  on  the  report  which 
they  agreed  upon.  Whatever  might  be  tbe  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  he  thought  tbe  Honsewm 
bound,  from  tbe  respectable  souree  from  iriiick 
the  subject  had  been  presented,  to  act  uptn  it 
during  tbe  pfeaent  session.  Witb  respect  to  ik 
evidence  necessary  to  prove  a  misdemeao«,ii 
was  not  necessary  that  they  should  put  their  fin- 
ger on  the  statute  book  to  find  the  offence,  for 
common  sense  would  decide  it.  A  judge  of  the 
United  States  had  been  dismissed  from  office  Ah 
drunkenness,  much  leas  a  misdemeanor  than  con- 
ferring with  the  agent  of  a  foreign  GoTerBinat 
for  purposes  injurious  to  his  country.  It  wu  nia 
that  Judge  Innes  had,  instead  of  being  as  he 
ought  to  have  been  the  preserver  of  peace  in  the 
community,  suffered  a  foreign  agent  to  Dike 
communications  to  him,  and  then  to  pass  qoictlf 
out  of  his  jurisdiction.  The  House  bad  »* 
ground  sufficient  to  commence  a  process  of  in* 
peachment,  for  the  simple  oaih  of  a  person  sayioi 
that  he  has  good  cause  to  believe  such  an  oh 
guilty  of  any  offence  was  sufficient  ground  fort 
judge  to  commence  a  prosecution  against  the  per- 
son accused,  and  so  alM  good  ground  of  swi*' 
cion  was  sufficient  for  the  institution  of  anint- 
peachment  or  incipient  process  in  this  case.  Ht 
thought,  therefore,  that  there  was  no  oeeasHnw 
commitment,  as  it  was  moved  with  a  view  n 
postpone  the  subject 

Mr.  FisE  was  averse  to  a  hasty  decision  oa  tut 
subject.  He  was  by  oo  means  convinced  of  th 
guilt  of  Judge  Innes;  for  althongh  theliCgiw* 
ture  of  a  Sute  had  declared  an  opiniott  on  w 
subject,  States  as  well  as  individuals  mi^t  ^ 
and  it  did  not  become  this  body  to  fouad  itie^ 
ctsions  on  popular  prejttdiea  or  reports,  bat  tt 
examine  impartially.  , 

Mr.  F.  tlwtt  went  over  the  evidence  coataiMa 
in  Judge  Innes'a  depoidtion  in  the  ease  of  Jndgt 
Sebastian.  It  did  not  appear,  he  said,  Ibat  Jedp 
Innes  bad  personal  knowledge  of  tbe  facts  which 
he  stated  in  his  deposition,  but  from  common 
port,  for  they  were  notorious  in  Kentucky,  aiM 
were  known  in  Masaacbuaetts  at  the  same  time 
He  said  he  wished,  as  much  as  tbe  genilemaa 
from  Kentucky,  to  see 'our  judicial  spnogs  pare; 
but  he  wished  not  to  oppress  when  there  was  no 
hope  of  conviction,  nor  to  harass  when  there  wM 
no  hope  of  punishing.  , 

Mr.  Djlna  took  an  extensive  view  of  the  proof 
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which  would  constitute  a  sufficient  ground  for 
impeachment,  and  concluding  that  strong  proba- 
bHitr  formed  a  sufficient  ground  fur  preferring 
arddes  of  impeachment^  he  thought  there  was 
nfficientgrouod  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  J.  MoNTQOMCRT,  as  one  of  the  select  com- 
mittee, rose  to  vindicate  the  report.  He  went 
OTer  toe  erideoce,  commenting  upon  it  at  some 
ifngtb.  He  thought  tbat  from  the  evidence, 
taking  it  altogether^  aod  not  coQcealing  what 
vent  to  show  his  laoocence,  Judge  Inoes  had 
acted  as  a  candid  man  and  a  friend  to  the  Slate 
of  Kentucky-  The  whole  euhject  had  been  com- 
muaicaled  to  Mr.  James  Rosa,  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  who,  had  anything  crimioal  ap- 
peared in  the  conduct  of  Judge  Inoes,  would  have 
iboogfat  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  at  that 
time  before  the  Li^slature  of  the  Union.  But 
lie  had  not  done  so,  aod  the  presumption  was,  that 
fbeo,  when  the  transactions  were  recent,  aad 

nf  within  reach,  they  were  considered  perfect- 
,  accent. 

Mr.  Rowan  replied  at  great  length  to  the  re- 
marks of  Messrs.  Smilie,  Fisk,  and  Mohtqom- 
sav,  and  to  their  deductidos  from  the  evidence. 

Mr.  JoHNSoH  wished  the  subject  to  be  decided 
immediately-.  He  felt  himself  under  a  very  great 
responsibility  in  the  rote  which  he  should  give ; 
'  he  was  not  perfectly  decided  in  bis  opinioo,  and 
had  never,  that  be  recollected,  hazarded  an  opin- 
ion on  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Judge  Inoes, 
though  ibis  person  lived  within  the  district  which 
he  represented,  and  the  subject  had  been  much 
agitated  there.  He  felt  all  the  respect  for  the 
LegMatiire  of  the  Slate,  of  which  he  was  in  p»rt 
a  representatiTe,  to  which  it  was  so  justly  enti- 
tled. Their  request,  however,  would  not  weigh 
with  him  so  far  as  to  induce  him  to  disregard  bis 
own  opioioD  on  a  matter  of  conscience.  He 
prayed  tbat  a  decision  might  be  had,  but  wished 
thegoevtion  on  the  report  to  be  laid  over  till  to- 
morrow morning,  that  he  might  examine  the  evi- 
dence more  fully,  and  be  prepared  to  express  his 
sentiments  on  the  qliestioo,  and  give  a  vote  ac- 
cording to  his  deliberate  judgment.  Whichever 
way  he  should  vote,  his  decision  would  be  ques- 
tioned perhaps  by  a  moiety  of  his  own  constitu- 
ents ;  but  on  such  a  question  as  this  he  must  form 
an  opinion  to  the  best  of  his  judgment,  and  on 
hia  own  responsibiliiy  alone. 

Mr.  W.  Alaton  was  in  favor  of  eommitmrat ; 
for,  were  they  now  to  act  on  it,  he  presumed  that 
gentlemen  were  by  no  means  prepiared  to  decide 
on  it  either  .affirmatirely  or  negatively.  What- 
ever respect  was  due  to  the  XegisUtlure  of  a 
State,  implicit  confidence  was  not  to  be  placed  in 
their  acts  *,  as  a  leasoo  in  support  of  this  position, 
he  adduced  the  fact  that  the  same  Legislature 
who  had  requested  an  inquiry  had  subsequently 
refused  but  by  a  small  majority  to  expel  tbe  per- 
•00  who  had  urged  the  accusation  of  Judge  Inoes. 

Mr.  Smilie  defended  his  motion  for  commit- 
ment. No  member  in  the  House,  from  pressure 
of  other  business,  could  have  so  far  attended  to 
this  as  to  be  prepared  to  give  a  vote  now.  and  for 
himself  lie  could  nerec  agree  to  vote  for  prefer- 
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ring  articlesof  impeachment  except  upon  evidenee 
on  which  he  would  undertake  to  support  that 
impeachment. 

Mr.  Rowan,  in  allusion  to  what  had  -been  said 
bv  the  gentleman  from  New  York,(Mr.  Alston,') 
observed  that  the  resolution  for  the  expulsion  « 
Mr.  Marshall  had  been  urged  vindictively  by  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Innes,  immediately  after  the  rea- 
olution  requesting  an  impeachment  had  beCi^ 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  R.  then  alluded  to  what  had  fallen  from 
his  colleague,  (Mr.  Jobnsom,)  who  it  seemed  had 
not  expressed  an  opinion  on  the  subject ;  and 
standing  alone  as  the  representative  of  Kentucky 
on  this  occasion^  Mr.  R.  said  must  be  his  apology 
for  again  troubling  the  House  on  the  subject.  Ae 
this  was  a  matter  of  eonsidetable  impcwtanoe  to 
tbe  people  of  Keotndty,  he  called  for  the  .  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  commit  it  considering 
the  commitment  as  an  evasion  of  a  decision. 

Mr.  Rbea  wished  to  know  of  the  gentlemau 
who  conducted  this  business  whether  any  other 
documeots  on  this  subject  could  be  had? 

Mr.  Rowan  said  that  proof  could  be  had  of 
what  was  stated  io  those  documents,  and  he  un- 
derstood that  it  could  be  proven  that  Judge  Innes 
had  one  other  oommonication  with  foreign  agent* 
than  was  mentioned  in  those  documents. 

Mr.  Rhea  said  he  should  vote  against  commit- 
ment, because  he  wished  tbequestion  tobedirect* 
ly  taken  on  tbe  report  of  the  committee,  for 
which  he  should  vote,  according  to  the  evidenee 
before  him. 

Mr.  Ltom  said,  that  in  obedience  to  the  request 
of  the  Ltfislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  he 
felt  himsdf  bound  to  vote  a^inst  the  commit- 
meot,  and  to  press  an  immediate  decision. 

The  question  wa&  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  for  commitment,  and  carried — 48 
to  25,  as  follows : 

Ybas— Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  Ex^el  Bacon.  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bassett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb.  William  BlacUedge.  John  Blaka,  jnn..  Thomas 
Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  WUltaa 
Butler.  Matthew  CUy,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Jcsiah  Deane,  John  W.  Bppes,  WiUiam 
Findley,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Petanon  Goodwyn, 
bush  L.  Green,  Reuben  Bumphreys,  Walter  Jonest 
John  Lambert,  Robert  Marion,  Jotiah  Masters,  Wil> 
lism  McCreery,  John  Montgomery,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelaon,  Thomu  Newton,  John 
Porter,  John  Pugh,  Jacob  Richards,  James  Sloan,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  John  Ssodlie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Heniy  Southard,  John  Thompson.  James  I.  Van  Allen, 
Archibald  Van  Hon.  Daniel  C.  Verplanek,  Robert 
Whitehilt.  and  Isaac  WUboar. 

NAT»---Uowell  Cobb,  John  Cnlpej^,  Samuel  W 
Dana,  Joaeph  Desha,  Francis  Ganuier,  James  M.  (3ar> 
nett,  William  Uoge.  James  Holland.  David  Holmes, 
Daniel  Haley,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr., 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Daniel  Hontfom- 
err,  jnn.,  Tltomas  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rowan,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
aid  Stanibrd,  John  Taylor,  Oem^  M.  Timtgt  David  R. 
Williams,  ai^  James  Witherelh 

Retolvedj  That  the  said  leport  be  the  ivder  of 
the  day  for  Priday  next. 
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Tborsday,  April  21. 

Mr.  Bibb,  from  the  committee  appoioted  on  the 
twentieth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads  in  the  State  of  Qeorgia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  eDgnwaed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-day. 

Mr.  Jbhbhiah  Mobrow,  from  the  committee 
aspointed  on  the  eighteenth  inaiant  to  ioqaire  into 
thecondaci  of  Peter  B.  Bruin,  a  Judge  of  the  Su- 
^rior  Court  of  Mississippi  Territory,  and  report 
whether,  in  their  optntoo,  he  hath  so  acted  in  his 
official  capacity  aa  to  require  the  interpositino  of 
the  Constitutional  powers  of  this  House,  made  a 
Eeport  thereon ;  which  was  read.  Whereupon,  the 
resolution  contained  therein  being  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table,  was,  on  the  question  put  theKopoo, 
agreed  to  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

/tuc^ved.  That  George  Poindexter,  chairman 
of  the  said  committee,  be  authorized  to  cause  to 
be  taken,  before  a  magistrate  or  other  proper  offi- 
oer,  such  depositions  in  relation  to  the  official  con- 
duct of  the  said  Judge  as  in  his  judgment  may  be 
material  to  the  inquiry}  having  first  notified  the 
said  Bruin  of  the  time  and  place,  or  placea,  of  tak- 
ing such  depositiona,  so  that  he  may  give  hiaattcnd- 
anee }  and  that  the  depositions  so  taken  be  laid 
before  CoDcress,  at  their  next  aetsion. 

Mr.  J.-MoNTGOUBRT,  from  the  committee  to 
whom  were  referred,  on  the  SOth  of  February  and 
the  10th  of  Marub  last,  the  memorials  of  the  offi- 
cers and  surgeoQsof  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutes, 
reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  pro- 
Tiding  for  a  Naral  Peace  Bstablishment,  and  for 
other  purposes which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  QARnNER,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighteenth  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress  \  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  inrtUd  {wasion- 
crs  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  MoiiTaoMBRV,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  eonunittee  appoioted,  on  the  sec- 
ond of  December  last.  10  inquire  whether  any,  and 
tfany,  what  amendments  are  necessary  to  the  laws 
for  the  ponishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  same. 

Mr.STANFORDgfrom  the  committee  to  whom  was 
lecommittedj  on  ibe  fifth  instant,  the  bill  to  make 
|;ood  a  deficit  in  the  appropriation  of  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seren,  and  to  make  a  fur- 
ther appropriation  for  corapletiog  the  south  win? 
of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes,  presented 
the  said  Ml  witboat  amendment ;  also,  a  detailed 
report  of  the  circumstauoes  which  prodnced  the 
deficit  in  the  appropriation  for  public  buildings, 
and  how  far  it  may  be  consistent  with  the  public 
interest  to  abolish  the  office  of  Surveyor  of  the 
Public  Bnildings;  which  he  delivered  in  at  the 
Clerk^s  table,  where  the  same  were  read  twice, 
and,  together  with  the  report,  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  uie  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  establish  certai  n  post  roads 
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in  the  State  of  Qeorgia  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, entitled  "An act 
to  make  Plymouth,  in  North  Carolina,  a  portt^ 
entry,  and  to  change  the  name  of  the  district  of 
Nanjemoy  to  chat  oT  St.  Mary's,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act  laying  aa 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  tod 
harbors  of  the  United  States,'  and  the  several  acQ 
supplementary  thereto,  and  for  other  purpows," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  ConmittM 
of  the  whole  House  to-dav. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  Ad  act 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  Staiesio 
suspend  ibe  operation  of  the  act  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchu- 
dise,  and  the  Acts  supplementary  thereto,"  was  read 
twice,attd  committed  to  aCommitteeof  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.JoHH  Montgohbrt,  that  the 
House  do  nowproceed  to  consider  thearaendmeots 
proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  Courts  Martial  and  Couru  of  In* 
quiry,"  the  question  was  taken  thereapen,  aad 
passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  appoiDted 
on  the  fourth  of  December  last,  presented  a  bill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  Jpe^ 
sons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wonndsreeeired 
in  the  Revolutionary  war which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  lYhole  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  ft  was 

JResolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoty 
be  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  every  sum  of  money  Trbieh 
has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  Uaited 
States,  and  not  accounted  foe  on  tne  thirtieth  isj 
of  June  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  aeoi 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Philip  Turner,"  to  whicbtbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole  reported  no  amendment  on  the  fourleenih 
instant.  Wfaereupon,  the  hill  wan  read  the  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An  wt 
to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress" 
was  read  three  times,  and  passed— yeas  61.  ntp 
30,  as  follows: 

YiA»— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Esekid 
fiaoon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Wilbam  Bl»ek- 
ledgc,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  WHham  A.  Bop 
well,  Jowph  Gallwnn,  0«>.  W.  OampbtU,  John  OwPj 
bell,  Epaphioditos  Chamnon*  John  CloptoB,  HowiB 
Cobb,  John  Colpqiper,  Richard  Cotts,  Jose^  D««l* 
Daniei  M.  Durell,  WiUuun  Ely.  John  W.  Eppes,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Jamea  Fiak,  Frandt  Gardner,  Cbsrl« 
Goldsborougb,  Isatah  L.  Green,  Beoi.  Howard,  Renbsn 
Hamphreys,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonas,  Jano* 
KaUy,  W  Uliam  Kirkpatrtck,  John  Lambert,  Joaah  BIw 
ten^  William  McCreetv,  John  Montgome^,  Nid<to 
R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Jonsibtn 
O.  Mosely,  Thomu  Newton,  WUaoa  C.  Njchob^  Tifli- 
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odqr  Fitkta,  jr..  Mm  Pnter.  John  Pngh,  John  Rbaa  oi 
Tmaama,  wimI  Biker,  John  RiumU,  Dennii  Smelt, 
Mm  Smilie,  Jededith  K.  SudOx,  Saml  Taggut.  Jamec 
L  Vu  Allen.  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilKan  K.  Van 
RmumIwt,  Daniel  C.  Verplanck,  Robert  Whitehill, 
Alaxandcr  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Jamea  Witherell. 

Naxi— Barwell  Baeutt,  William  W.  Bibb,  Thomaa 
Bloimt,  WUliam  Butler,  Matthew  Cla;,  John  Darcn- 
|ort,  jr.,  James  M.  Garnett,  Petenon  Goodwjn,  Jtdin 
Hartar,  Williun  Hoge,  Jamei  Holland,  Daniel  Haley, 
JoKf^i  Lewie,  jr.,  Mat&ew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Hacon, 
Kobert  Marion,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  Tboa.  Moore, 
Hoger  Nelson,  Th<Hnae  Newbold*  Jacob  Richaidi,  Mat- 
thiM  Richardi,  John  Rowan,  James 8Ioao,8am'l  ftnith, 
Ban;  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Lewie  B.  dtingee, 
Jon  WharloD,  and  Da-rid  R.  WUKama. 

ADDITIONAL  ARKV. 

Od  motioa  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  the  Roase 
reulred  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
btU  aakiog  an  appropriation  for  the  soppwt  of  an 
idditioiid  military  foree  for  the  year  1608. 

The  Uanke  in  the  bill  were  filled  to  the  amonnt 
or  9966,000. 

Tlie  mil  being;  sooe  throagb,  wae  reported  to 
ibe  Hous^  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  G,  W.  Campbell  the  House 
went  into  Gominittee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  bill 
iuUd^  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  sap* 
porttrfCrOTemmeot  for  tbe  year  1808,  and  to  meet 
expeaies  of  Tatuatioo  of  bouses,  laadf,  <bc. 

[The  first  item  in  tbe  bill  is  $7,000  for  contin- 
gnit  expensea  of  the  Hoose  of  Repreaentatires 
Inrio^  the  present  session. 

Tbe  second  hem  is  $6,401,  a  balance  of  a  former 
iniropriaiton  wbicb  had  been  carried  toibeeredit 
oTthe  sarpJan  fand,  and  was  now  deficient.] 

The  bill  hariag  been  gone  through  was  re- 
ported to  tbe  Hotise,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
if. 

BATTTTRE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  45  to  28,  on  the  bill  fur  relln- 
qoiihiog  to  the  Corpuratioo  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleaas  tbe  risbt  to  lUe  batture  in  front  of  tbe 
tnbuiUof  St.  MaryV 

Mr.  Rowan  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  as  it  went  possibly  to  prostrate  an 
indiridiial  right.  It  was  known  that  an  individ- 
ul  in  a  suit  respecting  this  batture  bad  decision 
in  bis  favor  by  a  competent  tribuoal,  but  bad  been 
dispos5essed,  and  ousted  from  possession  under 
tbe  lav  to  prevent  persons  from  settling  on  lands 
oftbeUoiied  States.  Tbe  individual  interested 
could  not  have  a  knowledge  that  a  law  was  about 
to  pats  by  strong  implication,  declaring  a  title  to 
nut  in  tbe  United  Stales  to  the  claitti;  and  tbe 
^tn^e  of  tbe  law  would  be  an  exparte  decision. 
No  injury  could  result  from  postponenient,  as  the 
eorporation  were  now  in  peaceable  possession. 

Mr.  BppEs  said  that  the  geotlemap  from  Keo- 
loeky  was  mistaken  as  to  one  material  fact,  to 
vil,  that  tbe  corporation  were  in  peaceable  pos- 
Ksiion.  Tbe  contrary  was  tbe  case :  roraltbough 
tbe  individual  had  been  deprived  of  possession, 
tbe  court  had  lately  interfered  on  the  subject,  and 


the  question  of  ris;bt  was  again  in  agitation.  He 
was  happy  that  tbe  House  were  in  posse»ion  of 
documents,  which  would  show  mneb  more  clearly 
than  in  hi^  power,  the  precise  situation  of  the  eas^ 
and  bow  far  it  was  necessary  for  the  Hoose  to 
act  at  present. 

[Tbe  Clerk  then  read  tbe  statement  of  the  case, 
and  opinion  by  counsel  in  New  Orleans.] 

Mr.  Eppbs  said  tbe  question  of  relative  rizhi 
of  the  individual  or  corporation  was  not  now  be 
fore  the  House.  In  whomsoever  the  right  might 
lie,  the  bill  before  the  House  was  calculated  to  do 
justice  as  well  to  the  individual  as  to  the  corpo- 
ration. Under  a  law  of'  the  United  States,  the 
President  was  authorized  to  remove  by  force  set- 
tlers of  the  United  Stales,  who  are  now  in  posses- 
sion of  the  land.  Tbe  intention  of  the  law  is  to 
bring  fairly  before  a  court  a  trial  of  the  title,  to  en- 
able the  individual  and  the  United  States,' or  the 
corporation,  to  obtaioa  lair  and  impartial  decision. 
The  bill  provided  for  an  appeal,  because  it  waa 
thought  that  where  the  United  States  is  parly,  it 
is  proper  that  tbe  decision  of  the  Territorial  eoart 
should  not  be  conclusive,  as  a  variety  of  cirenm' 
stances  might  operate  upon  their  decision. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  ottC 
the  first  section,  and  negatived,  ayes  23.  ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Claux,  b  new  seetion  waa 
added  to  the  bill,  in  the  words  following : 

"  Bsc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  claim 
of  tbe  Cwporatiwi  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  tfie 
eommona  adjacent  to  the  said  city,  and  within  aii  hun- 
dred jards  from  the  fortifications  of  the  same,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  recognised  and  confirmed ;  Pro- 
vided, That  the  said  Corporation  shall,  within  nx  months 
after  paasins  this  act,  relinqgiah  and  release  any  claim 
they  may  have  to  aiuh  oommons  bejrond  Um  dialaaee 
of  ebc  hundred  yards  afoieaatd :  Provided,  ajao.  That ' 
the  Corporation  shall  Maerve  for  the  parpoee,  and  ooft> 
vey  gratnitoualy  for  the  public  benefit,  to  the  company 
antboriied  by  tbe  Legijriature.(tf  the  Terribny  of  Orleans 
aa  mnoh  of  the  aaid  oommons  aa  aball  be  nen— sary  to 
continoe  the  canal  of  Carondelet,  from  tbe  pceaen  t  baan 
to  Uie  Miaaiaippi,  and  ahtU  not  ^roose  o(  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  thereon,  any  lot  witkan  sixty  feet  of  tba 
■pace  reserved  for  a  oanal,  whidi  riiadl  forever  remaill 
open  as  a  pnblie  highway :  And  prodded,  alto.  That 
nothing  herein  contained  etiall  be  constrned  to  aflbct 
or  impair  the  rights  of  any  individual  or  individnals  to 
the  said  commons,  which  are  derived  from  any  grant  of 
the  French  or  Spanish  GovenunenL" 

The  Committee  thea  roae  and  reported  tJic  bill. 

Mr.  RoWAM  moved  to  postpone  tbe  report  indef- 
initely. It  was  extremely  hard  after  tbe  widov 
claimant  had  already  obtained  one  decision  at  the 
expense  of  $13,000  that  a  new  trial  should  be 
granted,  for  this  was  in  fact  granting  a  new  trial. 
The  paper  which  bad  been  read  was  a  statement 
of  citizens  of  Orleans,  and  an  opinion  by  a  single 
lawyer,  opposed  to  tbe  solemn  decision  of  a  court. 
Mr.  R.  dwelt  some  time  on  the  difficulty  of  this 
subject,  as  the  bill  prostrated  the  right  of  the  in- 
dividual  and  strongly  implicated  the  decision  of 
a  court  of  the  United  States.  He  did  not  wish  to. 
relinquish  the  claim  of  Ibe  United  States,  but  bft 
did  not  wish  tbe  United  States  to  declare  tbtic 


Digiiized  Dy  Google 


2265 


BJEaXOBT  OF  GONGBSISS. 


H.  OP  R. 


BaituTt  at  New  OrUmt. 


AraiL,  18D6. 


lijrhtj  which  would  be  the  undoubted  implicatioa 
Oi  (bis  law  without  ■  full  statement  of  the  facts. 

Mf.Elt,  although  one  of  tbe  committee,  stated 
TcasoDs  which  influenced  him  to  think  tbat  tbe 
subject  ought  to  be  postponed. 

Mr.  EpPES  stated  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Rowan 
and  Ely,  that  the  land  was  now  in  possession  of 
the  United  States,  from  whom  it  could  not  be 
taken ;  this  law  prescribed  the  ouiy  way  ia  which 
this  widow  woman,  if  she  had  a  title,  could  have 
it  confirmed}  for  (be  United  States  could  not  be 
sued.  The  seDtleman  bad  controTerted  the  right 
of  the  United  Stales  on  the  ground  that  there  was 
no  proof  of  title  in  tUe.Uoited  States.  Mr.  E. 
said  the  property  had  been  always  claimed  by  the 
Spanish  Governmeot.  and  held  as  public  property 
by  Spain ;  and  rartous  instances  were  upon  rec- 
ord in  which  application  had  been  made  by  indi- 
fiduals,  and  objected  to,  first,  because  it  was  pub- 
lic property,aaa  secondly, because  buildings miffht 
affect  the  health  of  the  cily.  ladiridual  rignis 
were  nut  in  questiou ;  for  be  (rtisted  in  Qod  tbat 
such  a  body  as  this  would  never  attempt  to  try 
rights  between  man  and  man. 

Mr.  RAHnoLFB  observed  that  he  had  just  been 
informed  that  the  Senate  had  postponed  the  sub- 
ject indefinitely.  This  might  possibly  be  a  reason 
for  posipooemeDt. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLUHs  hmed  it  would  not  be  post- 

Koed  on  this  account  For,  in  case  of  tbe  draw- 
ck  business,  tbe  Senate  had  postponed  it,  and 
afterwards  agreed  to  take  it  up ;  and  very  possibly 
Aey  might  change  their  miod  in  this  ease  also. 
.  The  question  on  postponemeol  was  tbea  taken 
br  yeas  and  nays,  and  lost— yeas  29,  Days  58,  as 
fulows: 

TiAS— William  W.  Bibb,  Epaphro^tus  Chaminon, 
John  Culpepper,  John  DaTsnport,  jun.,  WilKam  Sly, 
James  Fisk,  Chafes  Ooldsborougb,  John  Heiater,  Wil- 
Uam  HogSiJameB  Kelly,  John  LatnWt,  JoMph  Lewis, 
junior,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathsniel  Macon,  Willlftm  Mil- 
nor,  John  Morrow.  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Joriah  Qdincy,  John  Rowan,  John  Russell, 
Beonifl^melt,  Richard  Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis 
B.  Storges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benj.  Tallmadge,  James 
I.  Van  Allen,  and  Ardiibald  Tan  Horn. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Bze- 
kiel  Bacon,  Joseph  Barker,  Bnrwell  Basset^  William 
BIsckledge,  Jobn  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Bnmell,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cntts, 
John  Dawson,  Jonsb  Deane,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  James 
Holland,  David  Homes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  Ils- 
iev.  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key, 
William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Love,  Robert  Marion,  Josiui 
Masters,  WiUiam  MeCreery,  I^niel  MontgonUnr,  jr., 
John  Montgomery,  Niciiolas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
WUson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Randolpb,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Ricbards,  James  Sloan,  John  8ml- 
lie,  Jedediab  K.  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith. 
John  T^lor,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Dan- 
iel C.  Verplanck,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  WhitdiiU, 
Isaac  Wilbonr,  David  R.  Williams,  and  James  With- 
•leU. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  the  second  seetion 


of  tbe  bill.  [This  section  provides  Ua  an  appeal 
from  the  final  decree  on  this  subject  in  any  coul 
in  Orleans  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  Uoiied 
Slates.]  He  thought  it  went  to  esiaUisb  8  prin- 
ciple  b^  which  tbe  Yazoo  claimants  may  here- 
after bring  their  claim  before  the  Supreme  Conn 
of  the  United  States.  For  whenever  it  came  be- 
fore  that  court,  it  was  not  difficult  to  foresee  bow 
it  would  be  decided. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  said  he  voted  in  the  niajotiiy 
against  postponement.  If  tbe  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  withdraw  his  motion  be  would 
move  to  reconsider  thai  vote. 

Mr.  Bibb  withdrew  his  motion,  and 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
on  postponement. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  if  this  seeoad  seetion  weret 
general  provision  for  appeal  from  Territorial  eoerti 
to  the  Supreme  courts,  be  should  be  one  of  tbe 
last  to  support  it.  How  did  this  section  establish 
the  general  principle  of  appeal  t  It  did  n(M$  ob 
tbe  contrary  the  section  showed  that  this  wasi 
particular  case  of  appeal  authorized  by  a  special 
and  particular  law;  and  he  called  upon  gcDtl^ 
men  to  show  how  an  appeal  could  be  had  except 
by  a  special  law  passed  lor  that  purpose — and  he 
asked  also  bow,if  at  any  future  period  tbe  Hoon 
determined  toallowanappeaI,it  could  be  prevented, 
supposing  this  bill  not  to  pass?  It  could  noL  U 
the  present  case  there  were  various  reasons  wby 
tbe  appeal  should  be  authorized,  and  if  tbecltuse 
were  struck  out,  be  must  vote  against  the  whok 
bill.  For,  in  a  case  involving  property  lo  the 
value  of  perhaps  a  million  of  dollaia,  being  a  piece 
of  land  the  only  spot  wheoce  the  dykes  wkiek 
kept  the  Mississippi  from  intfndatiDg  the  pctferty 
could  be  constructed — when  it  was  con^tdered 
tbat  every  cart-load  of  saUd,  which  ^as  eonstandy 
renewed  by  the  Mississippi,  was  worth  tweoty-^Te 
centii,  and  the  properly  consequently  almost  in- 
valuable— when  allthese  things  are  taken  together, 
and  in  addition  the  feeling  and  sentiment  excited 
on  tbe  subject,  it  was  at  least  doubtful  whetbet 
either  the  individual  on  the  one  side  or  the  Coi- 
ted  States  on  the  other,  could  have  a  fair  and  im- 
partial trisl  without  appeal :  and  it  must  be  cod- 
ceived  that  a  decision  aladiaiaoeefromtheseeDe 
of  contest  would  promote  justice  between  tbeio- 
dividuals  and  the  United  States.  If  be  thougbt 
this  could  go  to  establish  a  principle  which  in  ssy 
shape  could  bring  tbe  case  of  tbe  Yazoo  claiflu 
before  tbe  Supreme  Court,  be  would  bimsdf  be 
the  last  in  the  House  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  Bibb  observed  tbat  he  had  not  supposed  that 
the  law  made  a  general  provision  for  appeal  in 
all  cases;  but  it  established  a  principle  vhich 
might  hereafter  be  drawn  into  precedent  uaies- 
son  for  allowing  appeal  in  a  similar  ease. 

Messrs.  Key  and  Blt  followed  in  support  of  tke 
second  section. 

Mr.  Randolph  supported  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration of  the  motion  for  postponement.  He 
admitted  that  his  opinion  was  tbat  the  right  was 
either  to  the  United  States  or  the  Corporation  ol 
New  Orleans.  If  the  right  were  in  the  United 
States  be  was  desirous  of  traosferriog  it  to  the 
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CorporattDQ ;  bat  he  was  in  favor  of  postponing 
the  bill  oo  two  distinct  grounds.  He  thought 
with  his  friend  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Bibb)  that  he 
eoald  see  a  squinting  towards  Yazooism  in  that 
bill ;  that  it  might  be  a  precedent  to  give  the  same 

Sower  to  the  Supreme  Court  in  relation  to  cases 
eeided  before  a  Mississippi  court  as  it  went  to 

S>e  In  tliia  case.  He  bed  ew  been  of  opinion 
at  cues  like  thtt  alladed  to  by  his  friend  from 
Georgn—casei  of  empires,  he  might  say — not  of 
hnndreds  of  acres  but  of  thoasands  of  square  miles, 
were  not  subjeets  of  jadieial  deetsion.  Hesait) 
be  should  as  sooo  think  of  trying  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  or  whether  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  was  a  lawful  act,  before  a  petty 
jwy,  with  aj>peal  to  a  Sopreme  Court,  as  to  try 
caaes  of  this  immense  magnitude.  He  was  in 
Arot  of  postponement  on  another  ground.  This 
case  of  the  ^tture,  the  right  to  which  had  been 
enjoyed  a  long  while,  although  perhaps  essential 
to  the  city,  was  a  difft^rent  case  entirely  from  a 
ease  going  to  corer  a  claim  to  territory  of  a  hun- 
dred miles  in  length  and  breadth;  it  was  very 
much  aaeh  a  case  as  might  present  itself  within 
nffht  of  the  House.  Suppose  a  contest  between 
Mr.  J.  Mason  and  the  Corporation  of  (Georgetown 
as  to  the  mnd  deiwsiied  on  his  island  by  the  Po- 
tomac—whether it  should  be  considered  as  the 
property  of  Mr.  lifoion  or  of  the  Corporation  of 
Georgetown.  There  was  a  rast  difference  between 
n  case  like  this,  and  the  giring  power  to  decide 
whether  an  immense  country  shall  belong  to 
swindlers;  and  perhaps  the  means  which  might 
be  resorted  to  in  the  one  ease  would  not  be  justi- 
fied in  the  other.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  bad  heard  of 
BO  eorrapt  grants  In  relation  lo  this  claim,  which 
had  been  burnt,  as  tber  always  ought  to  be,  by  the 
bands  of  the  common  hangman ;  but  ft  was  one  of 
those  nice  and  subtle  points  with  which  those 
gentlemen  learned  in  the  lawlike  to  amuse  tbem- 
selrea — something  like  a  ease  which  be  bad  lately 
heard  of,  in  which  a  roan  said,  if  as  the  lawyers 
aaid  his  land  was  bis  exelnsire  property  from  the 
Heaven*  abore  down  ward  to  the  centre,  his  neigh- 
bor had  no  right  to  ptant  poplan  on  the  ground 
adjaeoit  to  his,  beeansa  the  roots  would  infallibly 
extend  into  his  soil.  Mr.  R.  said,  they  should  not 
pass  a  law  respecting  a  special  ease  while  it  was 
aubjudiee  between  tbe  corporation  and  the  noro- 
inaf  elaimant  who  he  had  heard  it  said  was  a 
widow  woman,  though  he  understood  the  real 
eteiount  was  a  rery  different  person. 

Mr.  R.  went  at  some  length  into  a  Tiew  of  the 
sobject.  He  was  willing  to  gire  the  corporation 
the  tight  of  the  United  States  and  let  them  esub- 
lisk  that  right  if  they  eould.  This  waa  as  ftr  as 
he  shoold  go. 

Mr.  HoLLAHo  remarked  on  Mr.  Ranoolpu's 
obaerntions.  He  questioned  the  correctness  of 
the  fendennQ's  doctrine ;  for  he  had  taken  a  sin- 
gular distineiion;  be  would  permit  cases  iuTolring 
property  of  small  relue  to  go  before  the  Supreme 
Coart,  bat  In  a  ease  inrcdving  property  of  great 
▼alue  he  would  not  trust  them,  bat  legislate  spe- 
c iaUr  for  it.  Mr.  H.  was  willing  to  gin  all  Ter^ 
nional  conns  tba  right  of  appoU— lo  adopt  the 


nniversal  principle  of  doing  universal  juctiee.  He 
said  he  should  not  hare  expected  to  hear  from  any 
gentleman  on  this  floor  that  our  judges  were  not 
to  be  trusted  ;  and  the  declaration  of  iSe  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (^Mr.BiBB)  that  the  Yazoo  business 
would  be  decided  in  favor  of  the  elaimanis,  was  a 
clear  eridence  that  it  ought  to  be  so  decided. 

Mr.  Smilie  opposed  the  motion  for  reconsidera- 
tion. '  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  seeood  section 
of  the  bill  was  Constitutional  and  expedient;  and 
it  eonld  not  be  suspected  that  he  would  support 
anything;  to  favor  the  Yazoo  dlaim,  bis  sentiments 
on  it  bemg  well  known. 

Mr.  Tnoup  eould  not  see  the  danger  whieh  hie 
eolleagne  apprehended ;  he  was  net  himsdf  gOT- 
emed  by  precedent,  nor  eT«  would  be.  If  tbia 
second  section  were  to  operate  at  alias  precedent, 
it  would  be  in  a  ease  where  it  should  be  proposed 
to  give  the  Ya^oo  claimants  a  right  of  appealfrom 
the  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory to  the  Supreme  Court.  What  the  l^isla- 
tare  would  do  indirectly  in  such  a  case  they  would 
not  hesitate  to  do  directly.  They  would  not  hes- 
itate to  make  a  gift  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  or  to 
make  a  donation  in  fee  simple  of  thirty  millions 
of  acres.  It  was  a  position  as  clear  as  the  noon 
day,  that  where  a  Legislature  wasfoand  disposed  to 
do  either  one  or  the  other,  such  a  Legislature  must 
beas  notoriously  corrupt  as  the  Yazoe  claitnaaii 
themseWes. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  should  hope  whb  his  eolleagne 
that  precedents  would  not  influence  this  House  or 
any  other,  bat  be  was  eooTlnced  that  thej  would 
and  do  gorern  le^slatire  proceedings.  It  tni|[ht 
happen  that  a  proposition  might  be  made  to  giTe 
Territorial  courts  appellate  in risdiction,  and  a  ma- 
jority might  reroli  at  it  If  this  bill  should  not  pass, 
because  it  was  a  case  without  orecedent.  Sop* 
posing  a  number  of  new  memoers,  and  soch  a 
proposition  introduced ;  it  might  be  said  to  them, 
yon  may  pass  this  bill ;  it  is  not  a  novel  thing ;  a 
former  Legislature  has  passed  a  similar  bill,  and 
there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  it.  In  this  way 
Mr.  B.  said  it  might  be  drawn  into  precedent. 

Mr.  Macon  wished  it  were  possible  lo  get  a 
question.  If  gentlemen  wished  to  adjourn  at  the 
time  fixed,  it  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  im- 
mediately decided  one  way  or  the  other ;  for  Ya- 
zoo had  been  dragged  into  the  diseossioa  and  it 
might  occu))y  a  month.  The  seats  were  empty, 
and  it  was  time  to  aiHonm,  if  but  for  an  hour,  to 
give  an  opportunity  ftr  members  m  take  refresh- 
ment. 

Mr.  Hollano  commeBced  some  observations  in 
relation  to  Yazoo.  No  subject  eould  be  introduced, 
but  this  or  soine  such  alarm  which  had  no  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  was  certainly  iatroduoed,  to  no 
purpose  but  to  operate  a  delay  of  business. 

A  quorum  of  members  not  appearing  within 
the  bar,  Mr.  Hollano  resumed  nis  seal,  and  the 
House  adjourned,  38  to  23. 


Fbidat,  April  22. 
On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Blaoklbdok.  that 
the  Hoose  do  eoma  to  the  followiiw  resoluti<Hi: 
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AsMfee4  That  a  committee  be  aj^inted  to  inqmce 
Into  the  expediency  of  eBtablighins  a  communication 
by  mail  between  Shell  Castle  Island,  at  Ocracock.  In- 
let, in  the  State  <tf  North  Carolina,  and  Home  of  the 
post  towns  on  the  waters  diachargiog  themB«lvee 
through  that  inlet: 

The  House  proceeded  to  eoosidei  the  said  res- 
oUtioo}  and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was,  on 
the  qaestion  put  thereupon,  disagreed  to  by  the 
House. 

An  engrossed  bill  makiog  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  an  additional  military  force,  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eignt,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  mating  an  appropriation  to 
supply  a  deficiency  in  an  appropriation  for  the 
sapportof  Goveroment  during  the  present  year, 
BDd  makiDg  aa  appropriatioa  for  defraying  the 
eipenaea  incident  to  the  Taluation  of  bouses  and 
lands,  and  the  enumeration  of  slares  within  the 
United  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pssed  the  bill,  entitled  "Ad 
act  eoneerning  invalid  pensioners,**  with  several 
amendments;  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House;  also,  toe  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  certain  post  roads  in  the  State  of 
Qeorgia,"  with  several  amendments ;  to  which 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize and  require  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  prepared  for  service  the  fri- 

Sates  and  other  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
lutes;"  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  George  Hunter  to  which  they  desire  th» 
coDCDrreaee  of  this  House. 

A  Message,  ia  writing,  was  received  from  the 
Pratideat  o?  the  United  State^  by  his  Secretary, 
who  delivered  iit  the  same,  and  then  withdrew. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  laying  an  embargo. 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAMB,  after  some  observations 
going  to  show  that  the  embargo  ought  to  be  rig- 
idly enforced,  and  that  it  was  as  much  the  duty 
of  all,  however  originally  disposed  towards  the 
measure,  to  secure  its  observance,  as  it  would  be 
to  prevent  a  robberv  or  fraud  of  any  sort,  stated  a 
eircumstance  which  had  occurred  at  Georgetown, 
under  his  own  eyes,  and  which  called  for  remedy. 
Application  had  also  been  lately  made  to  the  cus- 
tom-honse  officer  of  a  Southern  port  for  clearance 
to  New  Orleans  for  a  ship,  said  to  be  laden  with 
600  hogsheads  New  England  rum.  The  collector, 
beiug  surprised  at  so  large  a  cargo  of  such  an  ar- 
ticle, sent  an  inspector  to  examine  it,  and,  on  in- 
spection, it  was  found  to  be  500  hogsheads  of  rice 
instead  of  rum.  Nothing  would  have  been  easier 
than  for  this  vessel  to  have  slipped  into  New 
Providence  or  Havana,  landed  its  cargo,  and  re- 
loaded with  rum,  which  could  be  carried  into 
New  Orleans,  thus  committing  a  double  fraud— 
Tiolattog  the  embargo  law  and  defraading  the  j 
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rerenae  of  the  duty  oo  the  mm  tbes  iaumtal. 
He  therefore  offered  4  pew  section  to  the  1^ 
which  it  would  be  seen  would  operate  only  « 
such  vessels  as  take  licenses. 

[This  section  goes  to  require  every  vessel  re* 
quired  to  take  out  a  liceuse  to  be  loaded  uidet 
the  immediate  inspection  of  the  revenveoffieen.] 

Mr.  GoLDBBottoDoB  objccted  to  the  section  ts 
going  to  operate  a  great  inconveoienee,  almost  as 
impossibility,  to  the  revenue  officers.  Some  of 
the  districts,  for  instance  the  one  he  represeated, 
comprising  many  ports  or  places  of  losdiDg,to 
which  ooTy  one  collector  belonged ;  so  that  it 
was  impossible  that  be  could  attend  to  the  loid- 
ing  every  vessel  required  to  take  a  license  undtr 
the  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  D.  R.  W1U.UHB  replied,  that  this  objce- 
tioo  could  not  properhr  be  mue  to  tbe  H(Wt 
but  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  datf 
it  would  be  to  appoint  additional  inspeeiwi. 

The  section  was  agreed  to— yeas  55. 

A  new  section  was  also  added,  oo  motien  al 
Mr.  Newton,  supported  by  Mr.  Citftb,  to  penait 
vessels  with  cargoes  on  hoard  to  renoTa  &«■ 
port  to  port,  and  to  remain  loaded,  for  tbe  pnpM 
of  preserving  their  produce. 

A  section  was  also  added  for  aUewbg  to  In- 
dians their  usual  trade. 

Mr.  Newton,  wishing  ia  the  times  which  try 
men's  souls,  that  the  true  Amerioao  and  pttriol 
should  be  distinguished  from  tbe  unfeir  tnderor 
British  agent,  moved  a  new  section,  directioff  llM 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  |wbush> 
ed  the  namee  of  those  persons- who  ban  Tieltu^ 
the  embargo  laws. 

On  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Willum 
this  had  better  be  done  by  reaolutioa,  Mr.NsW' 
TON  withdrew  tbe  motion. 

Several  other  verbal  amoidnwnu  having  beu 
made,  the  Committee  rc»e^  and  reported  tbe 
as  amended. 

Mr.  QoLDBBORODGH  movcd  to  postpone  the  fa^ 
ther  consideruion  «f  the  bill,  in  onler  that  ikc 
amendmenu  might  be  prinCed^Neflativ«ll|  TM* 
19. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  C^ix- 
OT  on  the  section  moved  by  Mr.D.  R.  Wiluahs 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  D.  R.  WiLLiAHB  said  that  tbe  se^oo  was 
snch  an.  one  as  could  distress  no  boikest  man,  aid 
would  promote  an  obesrTance  of  tbe  laws.  It 
bad  also  an  operation  which  gentlenen  from  eoo- 
mercial  towns  should  look  to ;  for  it  went  to  pio* 
vide  employment  for  tbe  inspectors,  who  veie 
now  almost  starving  for  the  w^nt  of  it. 

Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  GtoiHCT  objected  to  the  sec- 
tion on  the  general  principle  that  it  threw  diffi* 
culties  into  the  wa^  unMcesseuUiy  j  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  distressing  opeiatioa  which  this  sec- 
tion and  the  law  generally  would  have  upon  the 
coasting  trade.  Mr.  ^  complained  also  that  tbe 
bill  could  not  be  understood,  from  tbe  numeroos 
ammdmeots  made  to  it  in  Committee,  and  (hat 
the  operation  of  each  section  could  not  be  dis- 
tinctly seen^ 

Tbe  question  was  then  lakep,  by  y  w  u>d  nayi| 
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00  eooearriog  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
ud  carried— yeas  74,  Qajrs  20,  a«  follows: 

TiAi— LMinel  J.  Alston,  Willii  Abton,  jr^  Enduel 
BteoB,  DtTid  Bsrd,  Burwell  BtMCtt,  Wilfiam  W. 
Bibls  Williun  Bltckledge.  John  Bloke,  jr.,  Thomu 
Bloont,  Adun  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Buiw 
well,  WiUtam  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhouo,  iohn  Clopton, 
Howell  Cobb,  Kicbajd  Cutts,  Joha  Dawaon,  Jonah 
Deaae,  Joseph  Deaba,  John  W.  Eppes,  WilUani  Find- 
ley,  James  Fiik,  Francis  Gardner,  Peterson  Good- 
will, Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heister,  James  HoUsnd, 
IhiTid  Hoimee,  Benjamin  Howard,  Daniel  tUUy,  JoAin 
6.  Jackson,  lUdiara  M.  Johnaon,  Walter  Jones,  John 
Ismbert,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Jonah 
Misters,  William  McCrcery,  William  Milnor,  Daniel 
Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Mon  turnery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger 
Nebon,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wilson 
0.  IVicfa<rfas,  John  Porter,  John  Pagh,  John  Rhea  of 
Tenneisee,  Jacob  Ridiards,  Matthias  Richards,  Samnel 
Bikn,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jed- 
efiihK.  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard 
ftanfad,  Clenaent  Stoier,  Joba  Taylor,  John  Thooap- 
m,  Gewge  U.  Tioop,  Jums  L  Van  ABon,  Daniel 
0.  Terpbuick,  Jesse  Wliarton,  Robert  WhitebiU,  Ihwc 
Witttoor,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Mats — J<^  Oami^Mll,  Oeerge  Clinton,  jr.,  John 
CWiMppar,  Samva)  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
WiUkm  Ely.  Charles  Goldsboroogh.  WiUiam  Hoge, 
James  Kell^,  Joseph  Lewis^jr.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Joaiah  Qoincy,  John  Rowan,  John  Rus- 
sell, Ijewis  B.  Starges,  'Samuel  Taggart,  Bei^amin 
TaUmadge,  Archibald  Tan  Horn,  and  Killian  K.  Van 
Beosselaer. 

The  fifth  nmendment,  to  add  »  new  seetioo  te 
the  eleventh  section  of  the  bill,  being  rend,  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit : 

"Bac.  11.  And  bt  it  farther  maetcd.  That  the  col- 
iNleis  of  tfie  customs  be,  and  they  are  herel^,  respect* 
inhr  aaAoifsed  to  detmn  any  vessel  ostensibly  bonnd 
wm  a  ea^  to  smdo  othor  pert  of  the  United  States^ 
whenever,  in  thnr  opinion,  the  intentiMi  ii  to  vi(4ate 
or  evade  any  of  Ihopwwiikmiof  theaetelwinganem- 
fentss^  wrtil  Ae  deeimon  <rf  the  Fnaideat  of  the  United 
SirtM  be  had  thempoB  t» 

The  qoestion  was  taken  that  the  Home  do  agree 
to  the  said  fifth  ameodmeDtj  and  decided  in  the 
aiBrmatiTe — yeas  64,  nays  25,  as  follows : 

TaAS— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Basaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
BlacUedge,  John  Blakejon.,  Thomas  Blount,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  WUliam 
Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Howell  Cobb,  Richard  Cotts,  Josiah  Deane,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isaiah 
L.  Green,  John  Heister,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes, 
Bcnjsnin  Howard,  Daniel  Daley,  John  O.  Jackson, 
Kieliaid  M.  Johnsmi,  Walter  Jonee,  John  Lambert,  Ed- 
ward Lloyd.  Natfaanial  Maeon.  Robert  Marion,  William 
MeOteeiT,  Daniel  Mon^omsey,  jim.,  4^  Montgom- 
ery, Nicholas  R.  Home,  lliMnae  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  John  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Themaa  New- 
bold,  Wibon  C.  Niehoiaa,  John  Porter,  John  Pogh, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richards,  Matthias 
Ridwds,  Samuel  Riker,  James  Sloan,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Sniilie,  Jedediab  K.  Smith,  John  mith,  Henry 
Sootbard,  Clement  Storer,  John  Taykn,*ohu  lliomp- 


son,  Daniel  C.  VNj^andi,  Robert  Whitehill,  baae 
Al^bonr,  David  R.  Williams,  and  Alexander  WOson. 

Nats — Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Cnlpepper,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport  jnn.,  William  Ely,  Francis 
Gardner,  Charles  Goldsborongh,  John  Harris,  William 
Hege,  James  Kelly,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Josiah  Mas- 
ters, William  Milnor,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  Joaiah 
Quincy,  John  Rowan,  John  Roseell,  Samuel  Smith, 
Biehard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Samnel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Talbnadge,  James  L  Tan  AUmi,  Archibald 
Tan  Horn,  and  Kiliian  K.  TanRettMlaer. 

Tb«  Hoose  then  adjoamed  tiDtil  five  o^cloek, 
P.  M>  * 

Five  o'clock,  P.  M. 

BRITISH  LAND  CLAUMUB. 

A  Message  from  the  PBBatnBMT  or  tbb  Unit* 
BO  Statbs  was  read,  aa follows: 
To  tie  Senate  and  Boute  of 

RepretentaHvet  of  the  ZM/etf  SttOet.- 

I  transmit  to  both  Honses  of  Congrsss  a  letter  froan 
the  Envoy  of  His  Britannio  Miyesty,  at  this  place,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  snqect  of  certain  Bt^idl 
dums  to  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Missisnppi,  relative 
to  which  several  acta  have  heretofore  been  passed  bj 
the  Lwislatnre. 

TH.  JEFTERSON. 

Apmii  S3,  1808. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  moved  to  refer  the  pa- 
pers and  doenments  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Ijands. 

Mr.  Rowan  mored  to  postpone  them  tndefi- 
oitely.  It  was  hut  little  worth  while  to  consider 
claims  of  this  nature,  white  claims  by  ns  of  such 
enormous  magoitode  agaiost  that  nation. remai ti- 
ed uosetiled. 

The  Speakbb  declared  a  motion  for  a  tefer- 
ence  to  take  precedence. 

Mr.  Blackleimb  thought  (hat  as  the  communi- 
cation had  been  made  in  the  form  of  civility,  it 
might  at  least  receive  the  form  of  a  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  Fi8K  hoped  it  would  not  be  referred.  He 
had  no  respect  for  form  in  these  little  cases  where 
they  bad  shown  none  for  reality  in  greater  claims 
by  us. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Caupb&ll  said  this  was  a  claim  br 
individuals,  not  bv  the  Government,  andfaehope^ 
therefore,  it  would  be  referred. 

Mr.  Newton,  could  not  see  the  difference  be> 
tween  a  moiioo  for  reference  and  a  motion  fat 
postponement;  for  the  subject  was  equally  poA- 
poned  by  either  course.  With  respect  to  indi- 
vidnal  right,  were  not  the  claims  of  our  impresa- 
ed  seamen  claims  for  nenooal  liberty  and  in- 
dividual right,  and  had  they  ever  been  listen* 
ed  to? 

Mr.  Dana  Raid,  that  the  President  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  had  transmitted  a  Messaee  recommend- 
ing the  sul^ect  to  their  attention  ;  from  respect  to 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  our  own  country,  there- 
fore, it  would  perhaps  be  proper  to  refer  it. 

Mr.  Shilig  said  he  would  just  observe  that  we 
had  always  ralued  ourselves  on  doing  justice  to 
every  nation.  That  being  the  case,  whatever  in- 
jury may  have  been  received  by  us,  we  ahpuld 
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act  in  such  a  way  as  to  show  ibat  we  will  always 
hear  compIaiDtSj  and  consider  whether  they  are 
well  fouDoed  or  not.  Id  justice  to  the  character 
of  the  nation,  it  ought  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Teonessee,  haviog  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  meowrial  of  the  daimaats  to  ttM 
British  Minister — 

Mr.  Eppes  observed  that  he  UDderstood  lh«  me-, 
morial  only  to  claim  farther  time,  which  had,  in 
certain  ea«es,  been  already  granted.  This  wm  an 
apptiention ;  whether  further  time  shouJd  begiven 
or  not,  might  be  inquired  into  by  the  House.  He 
did  not  expect  that  it  would  be  acted  on  during 
the  present  session. 

The  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

THE  EMBARGO. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled 'An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,*  and  the 
sererat  acts  supplementary  thereto,  and  for  other 
purposes:"  whereupon  the  sixth  amendment,  to 
add  a  iiew  section  as  the  twelAh  section  of  the 
bill,  being  read,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 
.  "  Sac.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  if  any 
nnuBual  deposite  of  proTuions,  Inmbert  or  other  arttclea 
of  domestic  growth  or  manufEtctnre,  shall  have  been,  or 
shall  be  made,  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States, 
the  collector  of  the  district  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  take  the  same  in  his  custody,  and  not  to 
permit  aaeh  articles  to  be  removed  until  bond,  with  suf^ 
ficient  suretiefl,  shall  have  been  given  for  the  landing  or 
deliveiy  of  the  same  in  soms  port  or  place  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statesi" 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do  agree 
to  the  said  sixth  amendment,  and  resolved  in  the 
affirmative— yeas  58,  nays  36,  as  follows : 

TsAS— Lemud  J.  Alston,  Wjllis  Alston,  jr.,  David 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  BasseU,  William  W. 
Bibb,  William  BUdkledge,  Thomas  Blount,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  George  W.  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Dawson.  Josiab  Deane, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
John  Heister,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Benja- 
min Howard,  Daniel  IMey,  Richard  M.  Jtdinson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kirkpatrick,  John  Lambert,  John 
Lore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  William  Mc- 
Creery,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,  John  Montgomery, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Thomas  Newton,  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter, 
John  Pugh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Richuda, 
Matthias  Richard^  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Jede- 
diah  K.  Smith,  Richard  Staneurd,  John  Taylor,  George 
M.  Troup.  Jesse  Wharton.  Robert  WhitehiU.  Isaac 
Winwur.  David  B.  Williams,  Alexander  Wikon,  and 
Richard  Winn. 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Adam  Boyd, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  John  Culpepper,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Jolin  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M. 
Durell,  William  Ely,  Junes  Fisk,  Franos  Gardner, 
Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hsrris,  William  Hoge,  Reuben 
Hnmphreya,  Jose^  Lewis,  jr^  Josiah  Mastcis,  Wil- 
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liam  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Thomas  NewboM, 
Timothy  Pitkinjr.,  Josiah  Quini?,  Samuel  lUkar,  John 
Rowan,  John  Rassell.  James  Sbiau,  Saaaal  Bodily 
Henry  Southard,  Clement  Stsrer,  Lewis  B.  Snnfa, 
Samuel  Tiggnt,  Benjamin  Tslhuadge,  John  Thsap. 
sM,  James  I.  Tan  Allen,  and  Killian  K.  Tsn  ttm- 
selser. 

The  seventh  amendment,  to  add  a  new  sectitn 
as  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  bill,  being  twice 
read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Sxc.  13.  And  be  it  further  enaeted,  ThataiiTihip 
or  vesael,  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  tbe  UniUd 
States,  loaded  or  in  part  loaded,  with  the  produce  a( 
the  United  States,  before  the  act  laying  an  embuto 
was  passed,  and  by  said  act  detained  in  any  pwtof  tk 
United  States,  may  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  any  put 
of  the  United  8tatw,and  Uiere  to  remain  with  suehetqo 
on  board,  snUeet  to  such  other  restrictions  and  bMidi<i 
are  presoibed  in  die  act  laying  an  embajvo*  ^ 
several  supplementary  acts  thereto;" 

Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  asked  for  the  yeas  ul 
nays  on  it,  because,  as  they  were  compelled  to 
impose  hardships  on  the  people,  he  wished  itio 
be  shown  that  tne^  were  desiroas  of  giving  thm 
every  alleviation  in  their  power. 

Mr.  Rowan  opposed  thu  amendment,  became 
it  granted  no  privilege  not  already  allowed  bv the 
embargo  laws ;  and  because,  if  it  did,  it  did  not 
impose  the  same  obligations  on  the  moticm  of 
these  vessels  as  they  had  just  done  on  small  cnft i 
he  could,  therefore,  see  no  object  of  it  but  tbstit 
exempted  a  particular  class  of  vessels  front  ttic 
general  duty.  He  wished  to  be  informed  wbe* 
ther  these  vessels  might  not  he  blown  off  the  eoui 
as  others  wers  said  to  be  ?  Certainly  they  woM 
be  mnch  more  likely  to  be  so  than  ttuwe  eoopel- 
led  to  ^v«  such  heavy  bond.  As  to  these  ««i- 
tional  embargo  laws  he  could  not  agree  with  gen- 
tlemen in  their  zealous  endeavors  to  amend  then, 
for  every  law  which  passed  on  the  ^lUbjeei  em- 
braced a  groand  not  before  touched ;  every  addi- 
tional taw,  in  fact,  was  a  new  embargo  law. 

Messrs.  D.  R.  Williams  and  Mabiom  repli^ 
that  there  were  a  sort  of  vesseb  cot  off  from  iail> 
ing  by  the  embargo  In  the  Southern  ports,  whose 
bottoms  would  be  eaten  up,  and  crews  become 
sick  in  the  summer,  and  therefore  they  wished  to 
remove  to  the  Northern  ports  to  act  as  store  ships- 
True,  that,  by  the  present  laws,  these  vessels  mixbt 
sail  from  one  port  to  the  other,  hut  were  compelled 
on  arrival  to  reland  their  cargo  before  their  hoatb 
could  be  cancelled,  which  it  was  now  wished  to 
retain  on  board  the  ship^  to  save  the  expense  d 
storage.  The  cargo,  eonsisiing  of  cotton,  asd  be> 
iog  packed  by  means  of  screws,  It  was  eziremelr 
trouhlesDme  to  load  and  reload.  Th^  veaseu 
would  not  be  more  subject  to  be  blown  off  tiua 
others,  for  they  would  give  the  same  bonds  ob  re- 
moval with  this  section  as  without  it;  the  only 
difference  was,  that  they  were  not  compelled  to 
be  unladen. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in— yeas  88, 
nays  6,  as  follows : 

Yt  AS— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Eis* 
kiel  Bacon,  Twnd  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Burwell  Bai- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WUlian  BbuiUedge,  Jehn 
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Blake,  jr^  Thomu  Blotut,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Borwell,  WilUain  Butler,  Joseph  Calboan,  George 
W.Campbell,  Epaphroditat  ChampioD,  Matthew  CUy, 
John  Cloplon,  Howell  Cobb,  John  Culpepper,  Samu^ 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Josiah 
Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  William  Ely, 
John  W.  Eppea,  William  Findl^,  James  Fisk,  Francis 
Oardner,  Petoraon  Ooodwjn,  lMi«b  L.  Green,  John 
Hairii,  John  Hoatn,  Jamee  Holland,  Datid  Holmes, 
BsBjamin  Howard,  Reuben  Humphrejs,  Daniel  Ihdey, 
Bichanl  M.  Johnwm,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kirkpat- 
ntk,  John  Lambert,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Josiah  MastRv,  William  McCreery,  Daniel  Montgome- 
17,  jr^  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore*  Thomas 
UiMte,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moaely,  Thoa. 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton.  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Tim- 
tAj  PiUib,  jK,  Ji^  Porter.  John  Pngh,  Joaiah  Qnin- 
<j,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Riehiurda,  Matthias 
Jodiard^  Samuel  Riker,  John  Ruasell,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  Henry  Southard,  Ridiard  Stanford,  Cle> 
ment  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson, 
Abram  Trigg,  George  M.  Troup,  James  I.  Van  AUeu, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert 
WhitdiU],  Isaac  Wilbonr,  David  R.  Williams,  Alexan- 
der Wilam,  and  Richard  Wpn. 
Nats— Adorn  Boyd,  William  Hoge,  Joseph  Lewis, 
John  Rowan,  James  Sloan,  and  Jedediah  K. 
Sntb. 

The  ewhth  amendment  reported  from  the  Com- 
nittee  or  the  whole  Hotise  beiag  twice  read,  was, 
OD  the  qaestioQ  put  ihereapon,  agreed  to  by  the 
Bouse. 

The  ninth  amendment,  to  add  a  new  section  as 
the  fifteenth  sectioa  of  the  bill,  being  amended  to 
read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

"Sac.  IS.  And  be  it  further  enacied,Th»tnoth.iQf[  in 
Ae  act  laying  an  embargo  on  aO  ships  and  vesseU  in 
the  porta  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the 
MVCTal  act*  supplementary  thereto,  or  in  the  act  to  pro> 
hibit  (he  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  mer^ 
dttadiae,  abdl  be  constmed  to  pravent  the  exportation 
I9  land  or  i^and  navigation  from  the  temtoriea  of 
Oe  United  States  into  thoae  <^  Great  Britain,  of  Ae  fnts 
aad  peltriea  the  property  of  std^eots  ofOreat  Britain, 
■ad  by  thmn  poKhaaed  from  the  Indians;  or  to  pre- 
vent the  importation  1^  land  or  inlud  navigation  from 
du  territories  of  Great  Britain  into  those  of  the  United 
States,  of  merchandise  the  proper^  of  Biitidi  aolgoelB, 
ud  bjr  them  Imported  solely  iir  the  use  of  the  Indiana 
afcwaaid!" 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Row- 
an, MoHTGOHERT,  aod  Rhba  ;  and  sapported  by 
Metsn.  Nbwtoit,  Dana,  BppBs,«nd  Campbblu 
Mr.  RowAK  called  for  the  yeas  and  tta3rs  on  it. 

The  opponents  contended  that,  while  snch  great 
difierences  existed  between  this  country  aod  Oreat 
Britain,  it  was  not  well  to  yield  up  any  commerce 
to  ber,  when  she  has  totally  ioierdicted  ours.  If 
ii  were  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  ladiaos, 
they  would  not  object  to  it;  but  it  went  to  admit 
Great  Britain  to  pursue  in  oar  territories  a  trade 
of  eoDsiderable  value,  aod  it  certainly  was  the  in- 
terest of  the  United  Stales  to  give  a  clear  prefer- 
ence to  the  American  trade.  From  very  good 
information,  it  was  said  that  there  is  now  arrested 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  peltry 
loan  immense  anoaat,  whieb,  by  this  araend- 
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ment  would  be  taken  out.  The  British  trader 
was  more  benefitted  by  this  amendment  than  the 
Indians  ceold  be ;  for,  without  it,  the  trade  would 
be  diverted  in  its  course  from  the  British  to  the 
American  trader.  In  the  present  situation  of  affairs 
to  act  a  benevolent  part  to  either  European  Pow- 
er was  wrong ;  whatever  part  other  nations  pur- 
sue, we  ought  to  mete  out  to  them  the  same. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said  by  the  frieods  of 
the  provision,  that  it  was  not  to  yield  our  com- 
merce to  Britain,  but  to  permit  trade  with  unof- 
fending tribes  of  Indians,  and  would  but  deprive 
Oreat  Britain  of  a  powerful  weapon  which  she 
might  possess  in  the  diatreis  of  the  sarages  in  con- 
sequence of  onr  measures.  That  various  tribes  dt 
Indians  had  become  habitually  dependant  on  the 
British  proTinee*  for  supplies }  and  a  stoppage  of 
them  by  the  United  States  would  only  nave  an 
ill  effect  im  tbrir  dispositions  towards  us.  That, 
if  there  were  any  race  of  human  beings  who  could 
not  be  made  to  understand  an  embargo  system, 
it  was  the  native  Indians  of  America}  in  vain, 
then,  would  it  be  attempted  to  convince  them  of 
the  necessity  of  cutting  them  ofl  from  their  sup- 
plies. A  rejection  of  this  amendment  would  be, 
in  fact,  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war  against 
them;  aod,  to  save  a  few  thousand  dollars  value 
of  trade,  we  should  have  to  spend  millions  in  an 
Indian  war. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas  69,  nays 
32.  as  follows: 

Tbas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Abton,  jnn.,  Eze* 
kiel  Baeon,  David  Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  BorweU  Bas- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  WiUiam  Blackledge,  John 
Blake,  jr.,  Robert  Brown,  George  W.  CampMl,  Ep^- 
roditas  Champion,  George  Clinton,  jr.,  John  CloBtont 
Howell  CoU>,  Ridiard  Cutis,  Samuel  W.  Dana.  Joha 
Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joeiah  Deane,  William 
Ely,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Findley,  Francis  Gardner, 
Jamea  M.  Gamett,  Charles  Goldsboroogh,  Peterson 
Ooodwyn,  laaiah  L.  Green,  John  Heisler,  William 
Hoge,  James  Holland,  David  Holmes,  Reuben  Hum- 
phreys, Daniel  Daley,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kirk- 
Patrick,  John  Lamber^  Robert  Marion,  Danid  Mont- 
gomwy,  jon.,  Kicbohs  R.  Moore,  T.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thoa. 
Newton,  Wilson  C.  NicholM.  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Joha  Pngh,  Josiah  (putney,  Matthias  Richards,  Sam- 
Bel  RUer,  John  Roasel,  Jonn  Smilie,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart. 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson, 
George  M.  Troop,  Janes  I.  Van  Allen,  Killian  K. 
Tan  Rennelaer,  Daniel  0.  Verplanek,  Jesse  Wharton, 
Robert  WhiteUU.  Isaac  Wilbenr,  David  R.  WilUams, 
and  Alexander  Wilwm. 

Nats— Thomas  Blount,  Adam  Boyd,  WOKam  A. 
Bnrwell.  William  Butler,  Joa.  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  CulpeppM-,  Joseph  Desha.  Daniel  M.  DorwI. 
James  Fi«k.  John  Harris,  Benjamin  Howard,  Rldiaatd 
M.  Johnson,  Joeeph  Lewis,  jr^  John  Love,  Nathaniel 
MaotB.  Josiah  Masters,  William  McCreery,  Wm.  Mil- 
nor,  John  Montgwnery,  Roger  Nelson.  John  Porto, 
John  Rhea  of  Tepnessec,  Jaoob  Richards,  John  Row- 
an, Jas.  Sloan.  Dennis  Siielt,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Bua- 
uel  Smith,  Clement  Storer,  Richard  Winn,  and  Jamea 
WithereU. 

Soum  foKlfacr  Tubal  imendments  haTing  bc«n 
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nude,  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  to-morrow. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  negatived — afes  38. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  erect  Plymooih,  North  Carolina, 
Into  a  port  of  entry,  and  to  change  the  name  of 
the  district  of  Nanjemoy,  dbc.  An  amendment 
was  added  to  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cotts,  in- 
cluding the  town  of  Aagasta,  in  the  district  of 
Maioe.  The  Committee  rose  aod  reported  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  said,  he  really  did  not  suppose 
the  House  had  agreed  to  sit  in  the  evening  to 
transact  such  in^oHant  business  as  this,  and 
therefore  moved  to  adjourn. — ^N^tived. 

The  bill  before  mentioned  was  order«]  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  con- 
cerning certain  post  roads  in  the  State  of  Qeorgia 
and  the  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners,  were 
taken  no,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Spbaeer  had  ftroceeded  in  reading  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States 
to  arm  and  equip  the  fri^ies,  when  Mr.  Nelson 
moved  to  postpone  it  until  to>morrow. 

The  reading  being  called  for  by  a  member,  the 
Speaker  proceeded  in  reading  the  bill. 

A  question  of  order  having  been  made  whe- 
ther the  bill  should  be  read,  after  the  motion  of 
postponement,  the  Speakbr  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

Mr,  Nelbom  appealed  from  the  Spbakbb^s  de- 
cision, and  called  tot  the  yeas  and  and  oays  on  tht 
appeal. 

Mr.  Qabhbtt  moved  to  adjourn.—- Negatived. 

After  a  desultory  debate  of  half  an  hour  on  the 
point  of  order,  in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Ran- 
SOLPD  made  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  was 
negatived,  48  to  29,  Mr.  Nelson  withdrew  his 
appeal. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  first  time,  and,  on 
the  question  slated  by  the  Spbakeb,  that  it  do  now 
'have  a  second  reading — 

Mr.  STANFoan  moved  to  reject  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nicbolas,  the  House  ad- 
journ^ at  half  past  eight. 


Saturday,  April  33. 

On  a  notion  made  by  Mr.  Tallhadob,  that 
the  Hoose  do  agree  to  the  following  order,  whieh 
being  read,  was,  on  the  question  put  thereupon, 
agreed  to  by  the  HoaseL  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  docaose 
to  be  bound  as  many  sets  of  the  doeomeats  ac- 
companying the  Messages  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  twenty-second  and  thirtieth 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
together  with  copies  of  a  report  of  a  committee 
of  the  Senate,  made  on  the  sixteenth  instant,  as 
ahall  be  sufficient  to  fnmish  each  member  of  the 
House  of  Representaliva  with  one  copy,  and 
that  the  same  be  delivend  to  them  at  tne  next 
session  of  Congress. 

The  bill  sent  []tom  the  SenatCL  entitled  "An  act 
to  uaka  Plymotttb)  in  North  Caroltna,  a  port  of 
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entr^,  and  to  change  the  name  of  the  district  of 
Nanjemoy  to  that  of  St.  Mary's,"  )^><1  il>' 
third  time;  and  the  same  being  amended  at  the 
Clerk's  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  thit 
the  tiile  be,  "An  act  to  make  Plymouth,  in  North 
Carolina,  a  port  of  eutry;  to  change,  the  name 
of  the  District  of  Nanjemoy  to  that  of  St.  Mir^ 'i; 
aod  to  make  Augusta,  in  the  District  of  MauM^ 
a  port  of  delivery." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  entitled  "Aotet 
for  the  relief  of  George  Hanter,"  was  read  ihi 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Hr.  Randolph  aaid  the  House  woaU  recoflect 
that  a  few  daya  past  he  had^ven  ni»tieeof  taiih 
tentioo  to  move  for  an  inquiry  into  a  certain  sab- 
ject,  which  intention  grew  oat  of  a  fhet  whieh  he 
nad  then  stated  to  the  House  as  having  come  to 
his  knowledge^  He  was  happy  to  have  it  in  kb 
power  to  atate  that  the  difficulty  had  not  arisea 
from  fraud,  bat  from  the  circumstance  that  there 
were  two  persons  of  the  same  name ;  and  that  af- 
ter a  great  deal  of  delay  and  difficulty  the  bosi- 
ness  of  the  party  had  been  accomplished. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  informed  the  Uoqm 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bilL  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Sparks  f  to  whick 
they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

THE  EMBARGO. 

The  engrossed  bill  in  addition  to  the  embargo  ; 
laws  baviDg  been  read,  and  thequeatton  pat, "tut  : 

the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Sloan  opposed  the  bill  on  the  groand  tbit 
it  was  in  its  details  distressing  to  the  people  od  the 
seacoasts.  who  now  patiently  acquiesce  in  the 
measure  of  embargo,  believing  it  to  be  a  pindeot 
measure;  but  who  would  no  doubt  become  in- 
stantly dissatisfied  with  it. 

The  question  on  the  passing  of  the  hilt  wai  then 
taken  by  yeas  aod  nays,  and  carried,  73  to  26,  w 
follows: 

YsAS—Lemael  J.  Abrton,  Wtlte  Alston,  jr.,  Esikiil 
Bacon,  David  Bard.  Joseph  Barker,  BnrwaH  BaMl^ 
William  W.  Bibb,  John  BUk%  jr.,  Tboiaas  BloM^ 
Rebert  Brown,  William  A.  BurwaO,  Willisai  Mm 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Mattfww  Olav,  John  Clopton,  HamU 
Oobb.  Richard  Cntts,  John  DswKm,  Jonah  Dmb^ 
Joseph  Dedis,  John  W.Eppes.  William  Fmdlcy.iaM  , 
Fiak,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Isuah  L.  Green,  John  Hw^ 
ter,  James  UolUud,  David  Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard 
Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilsley,  John  O.  Jackiaa. 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kirkpatrick,  Jobs  Lib- 
bert,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Bfscon,  Robert  Mmm. 
William  McCreeiv,  Daniel  Montgomety,  jnniw.JHS 
Montgomery,  Kidwlaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jv 
omiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa  NewboW,TlH»- 
as  Newton,  WUson  C.  Nicholas,  John  Porter,  Jow 
Pngh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Jacob  Ridiarda,  MM- 
thhu  Richards,  Samuel  Riker,  Dennis  Snwtt,  Jobs  S«- 
lie,  Jededlah  K.  Bmilh,  Samuel  Smith,  Jobs  9mA 
Ridiard  Stanford;  Clement  Stoier,  JtAn  Taylor.  Jo» 
TbonpsoB,  Abnm  Trin>  Owwge  M.  Troopk  ^"""^ 
Van  Allan,  Daniel  G.  Veiiiianefc,  Jeasa  WhartoB,  JM- 
ert  WUtsbiU,  baae  Wilboar,  Damd  R.  WibsBf. 
Rldiard  Winn»  and  James  WithaceO. 

Natc— Adam  Bard,  John  Caapbdl.  John  Calfep 
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ST,  John  DaTenport,  jim.>  Dtitiel  M.  Dorell,  WBIuun 
\y,  Francu  G«zdn«r,  Jamet  M.  Oarnett,  Charles 
GoldiboioDffh,  Junta  K«1It,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joeeph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Josiah  Mutere,  William  Milnor,  Jonatbui 
O.  Moedy,  Timothy  PiUcin,  jr.,  Jonah  Quincy,  John 
RandoMi,  John  Rowan,  John  Rowell,  James  Sloan, 
Lewis  B.  Storges,  Samuel  Tagg»rt,  Benjamin  Tall- 
audge,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  and  KiUian  K.  Tan 
Banaielaer. 

EQUIPMENT  OF  FRIGATES. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  voSaished  basi- 
oess  of  yesterday  on  the  biU  to  aathorice  the 
equipment  of  the  frii^tea. 

Mr.  Stanfobd  withdrew  his  motion  for  rejec- 
tion. 

The  bni  was  read  a  secood  time. 

Mr.  Stanpobd  mored  to  postpone  it  indefinite- 
ly, and  Mr.  D.  R.  Wiluahs  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion. 

The  question  baring  been  taken,  there  were  for 
the  postponement  40,  against  it  5S,  as  follows: 

Tbas — Ecekiel  Bacon,  Joae^  Barker,  Thomaa 
Blovot.  WiUiMB  A.  Burwall,  WilUam  Butter,  John 
Cloptoa,  John  Cnlpopper,  John  Dawaon,  Joaiah  Deane, 
WiUiam  FindloT.  James  M.  Gamott,  Pelarson  Good- 
wjn,  John  Heister,  WUUun  Hoge,  Jamea  Holland, 
David  Uolmea,  William  Kirkpatrick,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Robert  Marion,  WiUiam  McCreeiy,  Daniel  Mont- 
gomery, jr.,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Monow,  Roger 
Nelson,  John  Pngh,  John  Randolph,  Jacob  Richards, 
Junes  Sloan,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  Abram  Trigg,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Jesse  Wharton,  Robert  WlUtehiU, 
PsTid  R.  Williams,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jnn.,  John  Blake  jan.,  Adam 
Boyd,  Joseph  Calhoan,  John  Campbell,  Matthew  Clay, 
Richard  Catts,  idha  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha, 
Dwiiel  M.  Dorell,  William  Ely,  James  Fisk.  Frauds 
Gardner,  Charlaa  Goldsborongb.  Isaiah  L.  Green,  Ben- 
jamin Howard,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilsley, 
John  6.  Jackson,  James  Kelly,  Phmp  B.  Key,  John 
Lambert,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  John  Lore,  Josiah  Masters, 
William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Mosely,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jnn.,  John 
Porter,  Joaiah  Quin^,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Sam- 
wd  Hiker,  John  Rowan,  John  Rnsaell,  Dennis  Smdt, 
lededbh  K.  Snudi,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  John  Thomp- 
MW,  Georgtt  M.  Tranp^  Jaa.  L  Van  Allan,  EUliau  K. 
Van  Benaselaer,  Daniel  C.  Tanlanek,  and  Jbbmb 
WitbeieU. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  Committee  of 
Ae  Whol^  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this 

&B  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams,  who  wiahed 
it  to  be  immediuely  decided,  if  they  were  to  he 
saddled  with  this  mooatroos  thiof,  the  House  re- 
aolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill. 

Mr.  QoLDflBOROOGB  Wished  to  leare  a  disore- 
tiooary  power  with  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  call  into  action  all  the  foree  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*,  and  therefore  mored  to  strike  out  the 
words  "and  required."  Negatired,41io39.  Tbe 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 


H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  Milnor  raoTed  to  amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out "  and  require." 

Mr.  QoLDSBOROOOH  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bibb  made  a  motion  which  superseded  that, 
to  postpone  the  subject  indefioitely. 

Id  the  course  of  discussion  on  this  subject  in 
tbe  House  and  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 

Mr;  D.  R.  Williams  observed  that  there  was 
a  law  already  in  force  authorizing  the  President 
to  keep  in  employment  during  peace  as  many 
ships  as  he  should  think  proper.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
voted  againit  that ;  but  inat,  compared  to  this  bill, 
which  contained  a  positive  requisition  to  the  Pre- 
sident, was  bat  as  a  mole-hill  to  a  mountain.  The 
honorable  gentlemen  who  were  the  fathers  of  thia 
navy  system,  created  it  to  defend  commerce.  Had 
we  now,  he  a^ed,  any  commerce  to  defend?  It 
is  embargoed.  Then  why  thia  extravagance  9 
He  declared  that  be  felt  himself  at  a  loss  to  find 
a  term  sufficiently  ezpresaiTe  of  his  abborrenee 
of  a  navy.  He  would  go  a  great  deal  farther  to 
see  it  burnt  than  extiugaisb  tne  fire ;  he  wished  it 
was  burnt,  for  it  was  a  curse  to  tbe  country,  and 
never  bad  been  anything  else.  What  would  be 
tbe  expenditure  if  the  President  of  the  United 
States  does  what  tbe  bill  requires?  We  never 
had  enough  money  in  the  Treasury  to  effect  tbe 
objecL  The  ten  millions  boasted  in  tbe  Treasury 
at  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  session  would  not 
have  been  competent;  with  the  embargo  system 
it  was  absolutely  impossible,  and  they  must  resort 
to  the  old  system  of  internal  taxes  and  loans.  He 
had  always  voted  against  these  hiffhty  Federal 
measnres,  and  thanked  bis  Qod  that  he  had  an  o^ 
portunity  to  vote  against  them  again. 

Mr.  doLMBORODQa  wished  to  give  to  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  States  a  discretionary  power 
to  call  into  service  our  armed  vessels  to  carry  in- 
to effect  our  laws.  A  law  had  the  other  day  passed 
for  maintaining  peace  in  the  poru  and  harbors; 
and  another  this  morning  amendatory  of  the  em- 
bargo law.  For  these  purposes  tbe  armed  force 
of  tne  United  States  might  be  necessary. 

Mr.  Maoon  had  thought,  after  tbe  affair  of  Co- 
penhagen, that  the  nation  would  think  no  more 
of  anav^jhehad  thought  that  it  would  have 
been  entirely  given  up.  The  President  had  al- 
ready authority  to  call  -our  frigates;  then  where 
was  tbe  necessity  of  repeating  tbe  authority  7  for 
gentlemen  seemed  to  be  unwilling  absolutely  to 
require  it,  as  the  Senate  had  done.  If  tbe  Exeo- 
utive  had  haeo  guilty  of  n^tect  in  not  exercising 
A»  anthority  reposed  in  him,  there  was  a  Consti- 
tatioMU  mcide  of  calling  him  to  account  for  it, 
without  doing  it  indireeuy  by  panis^  ibis  bill. 

Mr.  MiLHOR  mshed  to  leave  a  £»r  discretion 
with  the  President  to  emidoy  these  Tassels  to  en- 
force obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  protect  oar 
harbors.  The  seamen  also  now  eat  of  service 
might  be  employed,  which  would  be  a  desirable 
thing.  He  felt  not  to  great  a  terror  at  the  bare 
mention  of  a  navy  that  aome  gentlemen  seemed 
to  do. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  said  be  had  been  in  favor 
of  every  measure  of  defenoc  which  had  been  pro- 
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posed,  and  whicb  be  coDsidereil  oar  circumstaoces 
to  require  i  but  he  could  not  see  the  neces-sity  for 
tbU  bill.  The  expense  of  it  would  be  rery  great ; 
ibree  or  four  millioDs  bad  already  been  appropri- 
ated for  defence  duriog  the  present  session,  aad 
it  must  be  known  to  all  that  our  receipts  from  rer- 
eoue  would  be  considerably  diminished  ia  conse- 
quence of  the  embargo. 

Mr.  Shilib  was  strongly  opposed  to  the  bill. 
If  the  nary  were  equipMd  and  sent  to  sea,  war 
would  be  the  iaeTitablie  result ;  and  even  if  it 
would  not,  the  expense  would  exceed  calculation. 

Mr.  PiTKiif  entered  somewhat  at  large  into  the 
use  and  adraotaees  of  a  nary.  He  wished  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  have  power  to 
repel  attack,  if  we  are  to  hare  it.  We  hare  a 
right  to  peace  within  our  waters,  and  within  three 
miles  of  our  shores;  if  we  could  not  preserve  it, 
wehad  bettergire  up  our  sovereignty.  Ourcom- 
mercial  tonnage,  be  said,  was  almost  as  much  as 
that  of  England,  and  mueh  more  than  that  of  any 
other  nation ;  we  ought  therefore  to  have  some 
ships  to  protect  it. 

Mr.  Holland  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  If  we 
were  to  attempt  to  meet  the  British  on  the  sea,  it 
would  be  the  only  way  fn  which  we  could  be  ma- 
terially injured  by  them;  and  would  afford  them 
an  opi»ortanity  of  gratifying  their  thirst  for  naval 
dominion. 

He  was  as  mueh  against  the  war  as  the  gen- 
tiaman  from  Conneet&ni;  and  it  was  because  be 
wished  for  peace  he  was  opposed  to  a  navy,  as  it 
must  only  become  a  prey  to  a  superior  maritime 
Power.  Let  them  ooca  more  attack  us,  said  he, 
and  we  will  reuliate  on  them  not  by  sea,  but  by 
land,  where  they  are  vutoeraUe,  and  oar  ten  thou- 
sand men,  with  a  few  of  our  militia,  will  revenge 
their  insults. 

The  question  on  postponement  was  then  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  hill  was  postponed,  55 
to  42,  as  follows : 

TiAs — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bsrd,  Joaq>h  Barker,  Williun  W.  Bibb,  Thonus 
Bloant,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Browo,  William  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhonn,  Howell  Cobb, 
John  Colpepper,  Jociah  Deane,  Joseph  Desha,  John 
W.  Gppes,  William  Findle;,  Jamee  M.  Gamett,  Peter- 
aoQ  Goodwyn,  John  Ueister,  William  Hoge,  James 
Holland,  David  Hdmes,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Waiter 
Joam,  William  Kii^patriek,  John  Lambert,  John  Jjove, 
Mathaniel  Haeon,  Robert  Marfon.  William  MeCieery, 
Daniel  Montfomeiy,  Jan.,  John  Montgomeiy,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Pagh,  John  Randolpli, 
Jacob  Richards,  Matthias  Richards,  James  Sloan,  John 
Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanfo^, 
John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Jesse  Wharton.  Robert  Whitehill,  David  R.  Williams 
and  Alexander  Wilson. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Blackledge, 
John  Campbell,  Ept^broditos  Champion,  Matthew 
Cia^t  George  Clinton,  jnn.,  Richard  CutU,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davnport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Durell,  William 
Ely,  Francis  Gartmer,  Charies  GoMsboron^,  Isaiah 
Jm  Gxasn,  Benjamin  Howard,  Ranben  Hum^ueja, 
Daniel  Ildey,  John  G.  Jackscm,  Janes  Kdly,  Joaeph 


Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Ljon,  Josiah  Masters,  WiBiM 
Milnor,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Wikaa 
C.  Nicholas,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Ji^  Rhea  e(  T» 
uesMe,  Samuel  R^r,  John  Rowan,  John  Rqms^ 
Dennis  Smelt,  Jedediah  E.  &nith,  Clement  Stow, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thmnra^ 
James  I.  Van  Allen,  Killian  K.  Van  RoMsdaer,  Da> 
M  0.  Verplanck,  and  Isaac  Wilbour. 

PUBLIC  BUILDIKGe. 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  hill  making  apptopriatioo  to  lupply 
the  deficit  in  the  approprtation  for  the  pablie 
buildings  for  the  year  1807,  and  for  other  pu- 
poses. 

The  bill  having  gone  through  the  Commitles 
of  the  Whole,  after  filling  up  the  blanks  for  the 
deficit,  and  for  a  small  sum  for  finishiog  the  wiU 
round  the  President's  Hous^  and  refusing  to  mika 
an  appropriation  for  the  ensuing  year,  fox  otba 
purposes,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  tbe  bill. 

The  House  then  adjourned  till  five  o'clock. 

Five  o'clockj  P.  M. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  CommitMesf 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sent  from  the  Senate, 
tied  "An  act  authorizing  tbe  Seoretary<rf^tbe  Tm- 
Bury,  to  pay  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treinuf. 
in  trust,  the  amount  of  certain  bills  drawn  1^ 
John  Armstrong,  Minister  from  the  United  Suta 
to  the  Court  of  France,  on  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereia, 
the  bill  was  reported  with  several  amendmenU 
thereto ;  which  were  twice  read,  and  agreed  to  by 
the  House. 

Orefered,  That  the  said  bill,  with  the  amcti* 
ments,  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next 

APPROPRIATIONa 

The  House  resumed  the  eonsidentton  of  the 
amendments  reported  from  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  to  the  bill  to  make  good  a  deficit  ia  tbe 
appropriation  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seven,  tsi 
to  make  further  appropriation  fur  completing  tbe 
south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  parjpo*a: 
Whereupon,  the  first  amendment  reported  fnwi 
the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  to  fill  up  the  6iil 
blank  in  tbe  bill  with  the  words  fifty-one  thos- 
sand  five  hundred  dollars,  was  agreed  to  by  the 
House — yeas  75,  nays  14,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Lemoel  J.  Alston,  WiUu  Alston,  jr..  E» 
kM  Bacon,  David  Baid.  J  oaeph  Barker,  Willinn  Bk^ 
ledge,  John  Blake,  jr.,  Thomas  Bleont,  Adam  BiifS> 
Robert  Brown,  Willum  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  John  Clopton.John  Cnlpef^i 
Richard  CntU,  John  Davenptnt,  jr.,  Josiah  DetM, 
Joseph  Desha,  Daniel  M.  DoreU.  WillHUB  Ehr,  Wl- 
liam  Findley.  James  Fisk,  Frands  Gardner  Chtrks 
Goldsborougb.  Peterson  Ooodwyo,  Isaiah  L.  OreM, 
John  Harris,  John  Heister,  James  Holland.  Dttil 
Holmes,  Benjamin  Howard,  Reabea  Humphiepr 
Daniel  Ilsley,  Ridiard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  JoM 
James  Kelly.  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon.  RsM 
Marion,  William  McCreeiy.  J<^  Montgomwy,  Wi*' 
olas  B.  Moore,  Thomas  Monre,  Jeremish  Mw«Wt 
John  Morrow,  IWiaa  Nowbdd,  Thomas  Newtoa. 
Wilson  C.  NichoUs,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John  Pottir, 
John  Pngh,  John  Rhea  of  Tennassss,  Jaeeb  Sichaii^ 
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MattfaiM  RieMi^  John  Ihiwill,  Jwm  SImui.  Dennis 
fladttiohn  8inafo,-Jed«diRh  K.  Smith,  Joba  Smith, 
Hanry  Boothftrd,  Ricbud  Stanfead,  Clflment  Storer, 
Leivk  B.  Storgef,  Samuel  Taggtrt,  BeigamiB  Tall- 
■mdga,  Jolin  ThompMo,  James  I.  Van  Allen,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robait 
WbitebUI,  Isaas  Wilbooi,  Richard  Winn,  and  Janiea 
Witberell. 

Nats— Burwell  Baasett,  William  W.  Bibb.  WU- 
liam  A.  Barwell,  John  Dawaon,  James  M.  GanwU, 
Willism  Hogs,  John  O.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
JoiUi  Mastery  Daniel  MmtgemeiT,  Jr^  John  Ran- 
do^^t^Jrtm  Bmraii*  Bamael  Smith,  and  David  R. 

The  other  amendments  rtported  from  theCom- 
■MOee  of  the  Wk«te  fceing  nndD  read,  the  third, 
£wanh,-filtb,  and  aijith  ameooineMa  were  agseed 
tAf  mm  the  aeemMl  alnaodnaent  was,  on  the  qats- 
lioa  put  tbereapoo,  diwfreed  to  by  the  House. 
Tbesaid  bill  was  than  further  amended  and,  to* 
gvtfcer  wvfh  the  amendments  amed  to,  ordered 
to  be  eo grossed,  and  read  the  third  time  this  da  j. 

FOBUFICATIONS^  As. 

lit.  Gvns  hanng  «Uledfor  Ae^  remettos 
■Ma  flwfbfdieations  in  or  near  Portland,  and  a 
notion  being  made  hy  Mr.  Lbvib  to  jrastpooe  it, 

Mr.  Rowan  advocated  the  motion,  in  order  to 
pre  him  an  opportunity  to  more  that  the  Com- 
minee  of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
aidermtionof  the  report  of  the  commiitee  on  the 
case  of  Judge  looes,  io  order  to  commit  it  to  m 
self  at  committee,  with  power  to  send  for  persons, 
papers,  ifcc,  and  as  be  was  alone  from  Kentucky 
on  ihb  occasion,  and  should  not  be  pnseni  on 
liooday,  he  wiibed  an  opportunity  to  nuke  the 
notion. 

Messrs  Dara,  Joaneoii,  and  Howabd,  snpport- 
ed  the  motion  for  postponement,  on  the  ground 
tbat  it  would  be  but  reaaonable  that  the  geatle* 
man  shovfd  hare  an  opportunity  to  man  the 
motion,  more  appaeially  as  It  wna  n  ifeatfer  of 
eonsidemble  interest  to  Kcntw^. 

Maam.  MonraoHnRT  and  Holi^md  <tffimi 
the  motion  tor  postponentnt  with  this  view :  A> 
the  Hooae  had  already  determined  by  their 
T«|0  of  rafertnee  to  postpone  the  sabject,  they 
coold  not  see  the  necessity  for  a{^n  considering 
it,  as  it  might  occupy  the  whole  time  the^  had  on 
band.  It  was  uoasual  also  after  a  emnmittee  had 
Wptorted  in  favor  of  a  ^rson  to  recommit  that 
mfxiTt  for  a  farther  inqair^. 

Mr.  Lbwib  vrithdrew  his  motioo  for  postpone* 
■wilt,  ao  he  had  bat  made  it  with  a  view  to  hav- 
ing the  engroaaed  bill  eoneerning  the  pnUie  btlild- 
tagsrend. 

Mr.  RowAM  renewed  the  motion,  and  spoba  in 
s^port  of  i(.  Why  all  this  zeal  against  a  full 
mqatiy  into  the  ease  of  Judge  Innesf  The  case 
of  Judge  Bnrin  had  been  permitted  to  pass,  and 
th«  delegnte  from  Mississippi  Territory  had  been 
aothoimd  to  take  depositions,  almost  without  an 
ot^feetioo.  He  conM  not  eonceive  why  gentle- 
men were  so  zeakms  on  this  ease  peculiarly. 

Mr.  CvTTB  asked  whether  the  j^ntleman  were 
in  onder,  the  question  being  on  lae  postponement 
oT  another  subject  f 

10th  Cox.  1st  Sbsb^TS 


The  Speaker  said  the  gentleman  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Rowan  then  said  a  few  wbrds,  upon  which 
he  was  called  to  order  by  several  gentlemen. 

And  a  member  having  required  that  the  words 
for  which  the  geotlemaa  was  called  to  ordei 
should  be  reduced  to  writings 

Mr.  Jaoksoh  said :  I  call  the  gentleman  to  or* 
der,  and  have  reduced  the  words  to  writing  as 
applied  to  the  gentlemnn  from  Maasaehuselti, 
(Mr.  CoTTO,)  by  the  geotlenun  from  Kentucky,. 
(Mr.  RowAM.)  The  words  were:  "Let  the  gen- 
tleman eall  me  to  order  again."  Aoythinginthe 
nature  of  a  threat  was  inadmissible,  and  tfaer^ 
fore  he  had  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  Macoh  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rale. 

The  Spbaebb  read  the  rule,  as  fdlows: 

"  If  an;  member,  in  speaking,  or  otherwise,  trano- 
gress  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  Speaker  shall,  « 
any  member  msj,  call  to  order ;  in  which  case  the 
member  so  eaUed  to  order  shall  immediately  sit  down* 
oaless  permitted  to  ez^ain,  and  the  House  shsll,  U 
appsitod  to,  decMe  oa  the  ease*  bntwilhottt  debate ;  tf 
diem  be  no  appeal,  the  decision  of  dw  Ckait  shaB  ba 
sabmitsed  tot  if  tbe  deoUon  be  fai  Aver  of  the  mem- 
ber called  to  Mder,  ho  OuM  beat  libsr^  to  prooeed  i  K 
othaiwise,  and  (hs  case  rsqnise  it,  he  shaH  be  li^le  I* 
the  eeoswe  of  the  Honse.*'^ 

A  member  rising  to  speak  on  the  subject,  and 
being  called  to  order,  as  the  question  admitted 
not  of  debate,  on  mottwi  of  lit.  Rarvowb  th« 
Hotts^  adjourned. 

MoNOAT,  April  25. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Q.  W.  Campbell, 

Rttohedt  That  a  joint  committee  be  ^ipointodto 
wait  on  the  Prendent  of  the  Untted  Statea  and  i^bM 
him  of  the  proposed  acBoamment  of  Congress. 

Measrs.  O.  W.  Cammbll  and  Niobolas  w«m 
appointed  the  committtt. 

The  Spnaaalatt  bcfoie  the  House  a  kttat 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied 
with  a  letter  to  him  from  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  with  saadry  statements  matked  A,  1^ 
and  C,  prepared  in  pnrsaanoe  of  the  seventh  aeo^ 
lion  of  the  "An  act  esubliabing  a  Mint,  and  regn- 
ladng  the  coins  of  the  United  States  wfaioh 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nbwvon, 

ResokxfL,  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  this 
Honae,  at  the  next  session  of  Coogross,  the  amooat 
of  the  fees  and  emolnmeats  received  during  thn 
present  year  by  the  ooUectora,  naval  officers,  and 
surveyors  of  the  customs,  re8pectirdy,'aod  wh^ 
ther,  under  elisting  circttBsiueea,  mj  additim 
onght,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  made  thereto. 

Mr.  OuQunr,  fiam  the  committee  to  whom 
were  referred,  on  the  ninth  and  fifteenth  Of  Pe^ 
reary  bwl,  two  Messages,  from  the  Prcsideot  of 
the  UttitM  Butes,  relative  to  onr  afihws  with  thn 
Dey  and  Regency  of  Atgim,  made  a  rmrt  thei^ 
on ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  dia 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  agreed  to  the  amendmeaia 
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Sroposed  bjr  this  House  to  tbe  bill  sent  from  the 
eaate,  eDtitled  "Ad  act  id  addition  lo  the  act 
for  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  aod  vessels  in 
the  ports  aod  harbors  of  the  Uaited  States,  and 
.the  sereral  acts  supplemeoiary  thereto,  aad  for 
other  purposes,"  witD  ameodroeDts ;  to  wMcb  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
mmendments ;  aod  the  same  being  sererally  twice 
read,  were  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Niwtok, 
Jbfoliwd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
he,  and  he  is  hereby,  required  to  report  to  this 
Bouse,  at  theoezt  aession  ofCoogress,  the  amount 
of  the  fees  and  emoluments  received  during  the 
present  year,  by  the  collectors,  naral  officers, 
and  surveyors  of  the  customs,  respectirely ;  and 
whether,  under  eitsting  circumstances,  any  addi- 
tion ought,  in  bis  opiuion,  to  be  made  thereto. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  tbe  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  end  empower  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  excl^ge  the  lands  whereon  the 
fort  and  battery  now  stand  in  the  town  of  Port- 
land, for  lands  more  suitable  for  fortification,  and 
the  protection  of  said  harbor  and  town  of  Portland, 
in  the  District  of  Maine,"  with  several  amend- 
uents;  to  which  they  desire  tbe  eoocurrence  of 
this  House. 

TheHonse  proceed  ediocoDsider  the  said  amend- 
ments  qf  the  Senate :  Wherenpon, 

Rw^Kd,  That  thia  House  doth  agree  to  the 
■aid  ■meDdmenta. 

Mr.  HouHBS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  claim  of  Madame  Beaumar- 
ehtis.  The  committee  thoagbt  proper  to  state 
by  way  of  report  why  the  claim  had  not  been 
decided  on  bv  the  committee  this  session.  The 
report  asks  leave  for  the  committee  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  tbe 
tlaim  the  present  session.  Agreed  to. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

.  Mr.  Cu4u  said,  it  would  be  recollected  by  the 
Bouse,  that  he  bad  some  time  since  been  directed 
to  make  a  sUtement  in  relation  to  Ckneral  Wil- 
UosoD.  He  now  held  in  his  hand  a  eorrespon- 
denee  with  the  SpaDish  Oovemment,  which  he 
would  lay  upon  the  table,  as  it  went  to  substan- 
tiate the  raeu  contained  in  that  atttement. 
■  These  pe|iers  were  read,  and  oonaisl  cbieAy  of 
memoranda  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland. 
and  purporting  to  be  instrucUons  from  General 
Wilkinson  to  Thomas  Power,  and  of  answers  from 
Thomas  Power. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  moved  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  Shilib  opposed  the  prialing,  as,  if  it  were 
indeed  testimony,  this  House  was  not  tiur  irtbunal 
to  decide  upon  it. 

Mr.  Raniklpb  said,  it  was  certain,  that  from 
tbe  noise  in  the  House,  or  some  other  cauB&  the 
papers  as  read  could  not  be  understood.  They 
appeared  to  embrace  a  correspondence  of  Philip 
Noland,  said  to  be  the  agent  of  Generftl  Wilkin- 
■OD,  with  Power,  and  in  the  course  of  them  there 
vai  a  recommendation  that  Qeneral  W.'s  hand- 
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writing  ahould  not  be  used.  He  presamed  tlut 
gentlemen  felt  more  interested  in  these  tluB 
tn  tbe  papers  every  day  laid  on  their  table  tnd 
printed. 

Mr.  Shilib  said,  they  had  bad  enough  of  ihii 
business  of  denunciation,  and  he  nrisbed  no  more 
of  it.  He  was  willing  that  tbe  papers  sbonld  be 
sent  to  the  eoart  of  inquiry,  bat  ob  would  go  no 
further. 

Mr.  BAiiDOLpa  called  for  the  yeas  and  upoi 

the  motion  for  printing. 
Mr.  Rhea  supported  the  motion  for  priatiog. 

Tbe  qnestion  was  then  taken  by  yeas  aad  np 
on  printing,  and  carried,  6S  to  30,  as  follows: 

YiAs— BurweU  Bsmtt,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  WUlim 
Bla^ed^,  J<^n  Blake,  jon.,  TbooMs  Bknnt,  Mm 
Boyd,  WiUiam  Bntlv,  John  CampbeH,  £piflindilB 
Champion,  Matthew  GIsy,  John  OlMMn,  Hsnl 
Uobl^  John  Culpeppw,  Jos^  Dadw.  WilliMB  S^. 
James  M.  Oamett,  CbarlM  Goldsboroe^  John 
Harris,  Dsnd  Holme^  Benjamin  Howaid,  RidHii 
M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Ko;,  WiUtu 
Kirkpstrick,  John  Lsmbert,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Mil- 
thew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  MscOn,  Robert  Muion,  imk 
Masters,  Wm.  Miliu>r,  Daniel  Montgomery,  jr.,Jen«- 
ah  MorrowiJohn  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.Moselj.TiBMlfcr 
Pitkin,  jr.»Josia]i  Quin(7,  Jcdin  Sandolj^  JohaSkia 
of  Tennessee,  Dentiis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Biduri 
Stanford,  Clement  Storer,  Lewis  B.  Storges,  Sunod 
Tiggart,  John  Thompson,  Abram  Trigg,  Geoip  N. 
Troup,  Archibald  Yan  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Beuw* 
laer,  Robert  Wbitehill,  and  Alexander  Wilton. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jnn..  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Bind 
Bard,  Joseph  Barker,  Joseph  CaJhoun,  Ridiard  Colt^ 
Sunael  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Daniel  M.  Dn> 
rell,  James  Fisk,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  JohnH«aMr,Jn« 
Holland,  Reuben  Humphreys,  Daniel  Ilsley,  Wjffim 
MeCreery,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Mnk 
Tbomaa  Newbold,  WUMn  C.  Nicholas,  John  Pwta. 
John  Pugh,  Matthias  Richards,  James  Sloan.  Ms 
Smilie,  Jedediah  K.  Smith,  Henry  Soutfaard.  Jaawl 
Van  AUen,  Richard  Winn,  and  James  WilhenU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kbllt, 

RMolved,  That  the  tupers  and  infonnaiies  rel- 
ative to  the  conductor  OeneralJamesWilkioiopi 
which  have  been  this  day  communicated  tolbi) 
House  by  DAHtBL  Clabk,  Esq.,  be  transmitted t* 
tbe  Presideni  of  the  United  States, 

PUBLIC  BUILDHfOS. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  tnpply  the  defleit  !■  tb 
appropriations  for  the  piUMie  biuldiags,  btiiC 
read  the  third  time, 

Mr.  Ramoolpb  ealled  for  th«  yeas  and  nap 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  then  (^iposed  the  hill  at  mv 
length,  on  account  of  its  infringing,  as  hesoo- 
ceived,  every  principle  of  the  Constitotion  w 
the  law ;  for  if  thia  were  to  be  permitted,  they  mig^ 
as  well  open  the  Treasury  and  diamin  tbcir  ac- 
counting oflBeers  at  once. 

Messrs.  Holland,  STAtiFosn,  aod  Smilii,  re- 
plied; they  conceived  that  the  Superintendeot, 
acting  under  a  resolution  of  tbe  House  to  prepsn 
the  room  for  the  next  meeting,  bad  done  bis  datr 
by  preparing  it;  and  was  at  least  jiutifiaUe  la 
having  acted  so. 
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The  Qvestiea  wm  then  tolseo,  ud  jtha  bUl  was 
ftmd,  ^  to  8,  as  foUoirs : 

Tu»— WiUis  Abton,  juaimr,  David  Bud,  JoMpb 
Bnker,  BnrweU  Bawett,  William  W.  Bibb.  WilUam 
BltekMre,  John  BUke,  junior,  Tbomas  Bloaot,  Wil- 
Hub  Batler,  Joaei^  CaUioimt  George  W.  Campbell, 
John  Gimfi>ell.  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  HoweU 
Cobb,  JohQ  Culpepper,  Riobaro  Cutti,  Jobii  DaTeoport, 
if,  Jonah  Deane,  Joaepb  Deaha,  Daaid  M.  Durell, 
William  FisdiOT,  Jaoua  Tak,  Francis  Gardner*  Charles 
GoUtbonniKb,  Isaiah  L.  Green,  John  Hrister,  James 
HotUnd,  David  Holmes,  Henben  Humphreys,  Dsniel 
Dile^,  Richtrd  M.  Johnson,  James  Kellr,  Philip  B. 
K^,  Wflfiam  Kirfcpatrick,  John  Lambert,  Joseph  Lew- 

ji^  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Jo> 
■tit  Hastsn,  Wm.  McCreery,  Jdm  Montp>meiy,  N. 
R.  Moots,  litss.  Moore,  Jwemiah  Morrow,  John  Mor> 
TOW,  Mogm  Nriseo,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos.  Nowton, 
WiiMB  aNiehola%  TimoOnr  Pitkin,  jr,  John  Porter, 
Jiki  fa^  John  Rhen  ^  Tsnnsssos.  MatduM  Rich' 
wHDeBaitBmeH,  iohm  Smilie,  Jdu  Smith,  Henry 
Stuthsi^-RiGhard  StanfM,  Clemwit  StotM-,  Lewis  B. 
SiBigM,  Samuel  Taggar^  John  Thompson,  James  L 
Tu  AUeD,  ArebibaU  Van  Hon,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
Mim,  Daniel  C.  Veiplanek,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Alax- 
•ider  WiUon,  Ricliard  Winn,  and  James  Witherell. 

Kits— Adam  Boyd,  WtlUam  A.  Burwell,  Epaph- 
nditoi  Champion,  John  Dawson,  Jamea  M.  Gamett, 
Nilliaiiiel  Macon,  John  Randoli^i,  and  Jacob  Rich- 

The  bill  to  empower  the  Presideut  of  the  Uoi- 
ttd  States  to  ezcfaanffe  certain  sites  for  fortifi- 
utioas  io  Portland:  Maine,  went  through  a  Com- 
mitiee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  a  third 
ntiiogf  67  to  5 ;  and  was  afierwards  read  a  third 
lime  lad  passed,  6i  to  8. 

White  m  Committee  on  this  bill,  Mr.  Black- 
upci  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  give  a 
geoeiit  power  to  ezchaoge  sites  for  fortificatioiu 
where  it  shall  be  judged  expedieot  so  to  do — 
Nttslired. 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
t^t  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Chase,  Jared  Qardoer,  and  others; 
ilie  bill  being  gone  through,  Mr.  PiTKiit  reporud 
(he  bill,  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading^  58 
to  13;  and  was  read  a  third  time  and  paasea  a&> 
eordinjl»,58to  14 

The  Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Coroioittee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  amendatory  of  the  act 
RgaJaiisg  graats  of  land  in  the  Michigan  Terri- 
ivy*  The  bill  beii^  gone  through  and  various 
uundnenls  being  ttade  to  it,  the  Committee 
■Mc  ud  reported  the  hUlf  which  was  ordered  to 
>  third  reading,  ^  to  7t  aad  was  afttrwards  raad 

nrVALID  OFPRTEKS  AND  SOLmBRS. 

T|ie  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
*^Dle,  yeas  38,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
luperaanuated  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army 
01  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
Us  leave  to  sit  again ;  for  he  did  not  believe  that 
loree  members  of  the  Committee  had  considered 
tMbill,  or  knew  its  provisions. 

Ur.  Rbuom  objected  to  this  motion.  Our  sol- , 


diers  at  present,  he  said,  were  in  a  worse  situation 
than  those  of  any  other  nation.  In  most  countries 
there  was  a  provision  of  this  kind ;  in  this  country, 
however,  to  its  disgrace,  there  was  no  such  pro- 
vision. Even  now  they  might  see  poor  wretches 
around  tUe  door,  reduced  to  their  crutches  from 
hard  service.  No  man  of  humanity  could  see  it 
unmoved.  These  men  even  now  would  do  good 
garrison  service.  They  would  be  capable  of  giv- 
ing cood  iostructtOD  aod  useful  information  ;  tney 
would  form  in  fact  so  many  military  schools.  Mr. 
N.  went  into  an  ezaminacion  of  this  subject. 
There  were  also,  he  said,  at  present  officers  in 
the  Army  of  the'lJaited  States,  who  by  age  wer« 
incapable  of  performtog  a  tour  of  duty,  He  cited 
instances  of  two  Majors,  one  of  whom  lately  died, 
who  were  toully  incapacitated  from  serrice,  and 
being  both  Revolutionary  soldiers,  and  guilty  of 
DO  misconduct,  the  Executive,  althouitb  author- 
ized so  to  do,  would  never  be  so  totaHy  dead  to 
feeling  as  to  dismis  them  from  service.  The  one 
now  left  was  obliged  to  be  drawn  about  or  carried 
in  a  blanket  from  camp  to  camp  ;  while  others 
younger  or  more  active  men,  were  kept  back  from 
service  by  his  occupying  the  place. 

Mr.  Bibb  felt  as  much  commiseration  for  this 
clabs  of  citizens,  as  any  oue  could  do.  It  was  not 
to  (he  priociple  which  be  objected ;  but  the  House 
were  not  now  prepared  to  investigate  the  merits 
of  any  bill  which  needed  discussion  to  explain 
them,  and  it  was,  therefore,  he  had  made  the  mo- 
tion. At  the  next  session,  be  should  be  willing 
to  meet  the  gentleman  on  tne  subject. 

Mr.  Maoon  was  ioflueaeed  by  the  same  mo- 
tives as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  also 
thought  the  bill  wanted  amendment,  which  could 
not  well  be  made  now. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  ayes  53,  reported 
pnwres^  and  were  lefused  leave  to  sit  agaio,  41 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committ*  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  the  bonodarieB 
of  the  land  districts  of  Indiann  Territory,  and  Itt 
continue  for  a  longer  time  the  authority  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Kaskaskias. 

Mr.  Nblbok  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 

Mr.  Morrow  objected  to  it,  as  he  considered  tt 
very  ii^tportant  that  the  bill  should  pass.  It  pro- 
vided for  continuing  the  Commissioners  of  Kas- 
kaskias, who  had  lately  discovered  a  fraud  com* 
mttted  on  the  property  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  amennt  of  one  bundred  thousand  acres  of 
land,  and  who  were  of  great  advantage  to  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Nblbon  said  the  bill  was  not  importaot  Jo. 
comparison  with  that  which  the  House  just  refus- 
ed to  discuss.  Mr.  N.  thought,  what  was  sauce 
for  the  goose  was  sauce  to  the  gander,  and  hoped 
this  bill  would  go  the  way  of  an  bills. 

Mr.  Morrow  stated  that  this  bill  went  to  wrest 


After  some  fhrthei  observations,  the  Committee 
rose,  45  to  39. 
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COURTS  MARTIAL. 

Mr.  J.  MoNTaoHBRT  ealled  for  the  considera- 
tion  of  the  amendments  to  the  bill  concerning 
eourts  martial. 

Mr.  LEWta  mored  to  postpone  tlie  mbjeet  in- 
definitely ;  for  when  there  was  but  a  ba;re  qooram 
in  the  House,  it  was  not  proper  to  act  on  tae  bill. 

Hr.  J.  MoNTOOHEBY  opposed  the  motion,  and 
Mr.  Maook  supported  it. 

The  motiOta  was  agreed  to,  ayes  46. 

puBuo  BDiLDirras. 

Ttie  bill  for  making  appropriations  to  supply 
the  deficit  in  the  appropriation  for  public  build- 
ings, was  returned  from  the  Senate  with  smend- 
ments. 

The  first  amendmeDt,aUowiog  twenty-fire  thou- 
vaod  dollars  to  carry  up  the  solid  work  in  the 
interior  of  the  north  wing,  being  under  consid- 
eration- 
Mr.  Stamford  moved  to  strike  out  tliat  sum 
nnd  insert  twelve  thotuand  flye  hundred  dollars— 
n^tired. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then  agreed 
to  22. 

The  next  amendment,  for  approptiating  a  sam 
fot  drains,  bridges,  highways,  du:.,  was  negatired, 
42  to  26. 

The  next  amendment,  of  eleTcn  thousand  dol- 
lars for  finishing  the  interior  of  the  south  wing, 
being  under  eonsideration — 

Mr.  Stafford  satd.  as  they  seemed  Willing  to 
do  a  part,  they  had  as  Well  agree  to  the  whole,  and 
appropriate  fifteen  thousand  dollars  also  for  secur- 
ing th«  northwest  angle  of  tbe  aootfa  wii^,  and 
mored  accordingly— -nfegalired. 

The  amendment  of  tbe  Senate,  wu  th«  agreed 
to,  fiS  to  31. 

Tbe  House  adjourned  until  fire  o'doek,  P.  M. 

Five  o'clock,  P.  At 
The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  reeidte 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whoie  on  the  tull 
aeet  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  and  offences  against 
the  United  States,"  being  called  for,  a  motion  was 
made  that  tbe  further  consideration  of  the  said 
hill  be  postponed  indefiaitely.  And  the  question 
heiag  put  toercup<»f  it  was  resoived  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  reaolre 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Anoet  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  Sparks,"'  being  called  for,  a  mo- 
tioo  was  made  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely.  And  the  qne»- 
tion  being  put  thereupon,  it  was  resolved  in  the 
affirmative.^ 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itaelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
aent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe 
preservation  ofpeace,  and  maioteoaoce  of  the  au- 
thority of  tbe  United  States  tn  the  ports,  harbors, 
and  waters  under  their  jurisdiction,"  being  called 
for,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely. 


And  the  qoesliM  betog  pat  (herMpoD,  tt 
resolved  in  the  affirmetive. 
The  order  ef  the  day  for  the  He«se  to  nselve 

itself  into  a  CMormineeef  the  Whole  on  the  aoMed- 
toents  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill,  entitled  "  An  «et 
to  incorporate  tbe  Trtieteesof  the  Baptist  Chsffdi 
in  the  City  of  Wasbii^on,"  being  called  for,  a 
motion  was  made  that  the  fbitber  consideration 
of  tbe  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  ia- 
defioiteiy.  And  the  q|uestiao  being  lafcea  there- 
upon, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  Ifae  bifl 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  aupple- 
mentary  to  an  act,  entitled  '  An  aet  fixing  the  BiiM* 
itary  Peace  Establisbment  of  the  United  States," 
being  called  for,  a  motion  was  taade  that  the  te- 
ther coBsidemtion  of  tbe  aa^d  hilt  be  peatpoMd 
indefinitely.  Aad  the  qnestioa  heiag  pat  than- 
apott,  it  VNM  reaalted  in  thCaffinaatm. 

The  order  of  the  day  fcr  tbe  Haaee  to  wetvt 
itself  into  a  Gommtteee  of  the  Wh;4e  <m  the  faffl 
sent  from  the  Seeafe,  entitled  "An  aet  for  tire 
relief  of  JMeph  Somraerl,  Sinon  PfaillMoD,  WH- 
liam  Hamon,  Archibald  McOail,and  Isaac  Gto- 
son,"  being  caHed  for,  a  motion  was  made  that  tbe 
ftirtber  consideration  of  the  said  Vi\i  be  postponed 
indefinitely.  And  tbe  question  being  taken  there- 
upon, it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  i«solve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  tbe  hift 
sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  makinc 

firovision  for  registering  certain  claims  to  lands 
ying  in  tbe  State  of  Tennessee,"  being  called  for, 
a  motion  was  made  that  the  fortber  eonaidenitioa 
of  the  said  bill  be  postponed  iodefiiritely.  And 
theqnestion  being  tuen  tbereapon,  it  w*s  rteotved 
in  the  affirtnative. 

The  order  of  the  day  fer  the  HeiBie  to  reaeire 
itself  iotoa  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbeWl 
sent  from  the  Seoatej  eiktided  "  An  aet  to  revive 
and  continne  tn  foreethe  nineteenth  seetioauraa 
aet,  entitled  *  An  act  to  aeeettani  and  fix  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  Bttm, 
and  to  extend  the  provisions  thereof,**  being' eallea  : 
for,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  further  coaeider- ; 
ation  of  tbe  said  bill  be  postponed  iadefimiely. : 
And  tbe  question  being  taken  thereupon,  it  «as ! 
resolved  in  the  affirmative.  i 
On  motiou  of  Mr.  Blottnt,  it  ms 
Ordered.  Tbit  the  committee  to  whom  wm»  re-  '■■ 
ferM,on  the l«euty-fifth  altiaio,a  Message fnm 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  respectmir  At 
execQtiott  of  tbe  atet  >fer  fOrHfytfig  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States, 'be  diseharged  fioa 
the  Caidier  oeaaideiatieB  theteefi 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Jbbbhub  Morrow,  | 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pbfaliri 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the  twenty- 
second  instant,  a  Message  from  the  Presidttt  ol 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  letter  from  th« 
Envoy  of  His  Itirilaonic  Majesty  to  the  Secratan 
of  State,  on  the  subject  of  certain  British  cUdau 
to  lands  in  tbe  Territory  of  Mississippi,  be  disi 
eharged  from  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  same. 
On  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  N.  R.  Moorb^  thai 
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the  Hmm  A>  «ome  to  a  reiolntieo,  which  he  de- 
Uvered  in  at  the  Clerk*»  tsUe,  where  the  same  be- 
imf  read,  and  amended  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blovnt, 
was  agreed  to  hy  the  House,  ae  follows : 

Mmotved,  That  the  OommiMee  of  Aocoants  be 
asiheriHd  to  setde  and  adjast  the  aeeosots  of 
VlooMs  OaxtoD ,  jr.,  and  Janet  ClaxtOBj  Ibr  their. 
aerTices  daring  the  present  session,  and  allow  the* 
s  aan  eat  ot  the  eontiD^iit  Amd  of  thn  House, 
Ml  axeeediDg  on*  hradm  dollars  aa»h. 

On  modon  ef  Mr.  Vam  RnmiLAn,  that  the 
Hooso  do  eone  to  a  resolation,  wUoh  he  deHrcred 
ha  at  the  Clerk*s  table,  where  ih«  sattie  being  rend. 
mmi  mmended  on  metionof  Mr.  NttMN,  wm  agffeej 
to  by  iW  House,  as  follows : 

Rmohed,  That  the  C^erk  is  hereby  aathorized 
Md  directed  to  pay,  oat  of  the  coDtingent  Aiad,  to 
Snios  Spalding,  John  PbilKps,  Richard  8lew- 
utt,  Oeoige  Ooopert  and  WiUiam  Orar,  each,  fifty 
dMars  for  extra  aernees  pOTfotmed  during  the 
ptMOKaesuon. 

NOH-nCFORTATION. 

TlwMU  from  the  Senate  t»  atuhorize  thePrea- 
jUnAf  nnder  eeitain  eontingencies,  to  suspend  the 
■•MBportntion  law,  baring  been  caUcd  vf,  and 
m  aotioahaving  been  made  to  postpone  it  mdefi- 

Mr.  NawToif  b^ged  the  House  to  eonsider  one 
Bement  before  fdny  postponed  this  btU.  They 
hmd  alrendy  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  Prest- 
deat  of  the  United  States  to  suspend  the  opera- 
tk»  ol  the  embargo  hw,ia  the  erent  of  a  gen- 
eittl  Maoe,  or<sach  BecommodBtimi  to  aeutrals  as 
■boold  render  the  commerce  of'  the  United  Stales 
safe.  Now,  in  the  erent  of  that  lanr  being  sus- 
pended, it  might  also  be  proper  to  suspend  tbis. 

Mr.  NsL0ON  said  he  should  nerer  Toie  far  the 
repeal  or  saspensimi  of  this  law.  He  hoped  to 
see  tha  time  when  it  should  become  a  permanent 
ragulntiMi ;  he  weald  not  yield  to  any  of  the 
Powers  of  fBarope,  and  be  wished  to  be  independ- 
mt  ot  them.  There  were  in»y  things  nowim- 
pMtad  froB  Borope  triiieh  oouldas  welt  be  made 
U  oar  own  eotmtry.  If  ^y  cootd  be  as  well 
vwdc,  he  eoasidcttd  it  sonod  policy  to  gire  a 
pvafbrenee  to  oar  own  n»nafaetures,and  so  far 
to  prohibit  theirs  as  to  effect  a  preference  of  our 
own.  Whether  in  this  principle  1  am  right  or 
wrong,  said  he,  I  am  ceruinly  right  in  this :  That 
mt  this  late  period  of  the  session  it  is  impossible 
lodisensB  sach  a  qoestioo  as  this,  and  thnrfore  I 
wish  the  motion  to  prevail. 

Mr.  BvawBLL  said  he  woald  add  but  a  single 
diserratioa  to  those  of  the  gentlemen  just  sat 
ilown.  He  was  in  faror  of  postponing  the  bill 
indeinitely,  because  he  wished  it  to  be  nnder- 
stood  that  we  hare  a  right  to  make  all  regulations 
we  please  respecting  our  commerce,  or  trade,  or 
Wight  else,  withunt  eonsalilnf  the  dispositiona  of 
any  Power  whatever.  He  widied  it  to  be  nnder- 
tatood  here  and  elsewhere,  and  therefore  he  was 
in  faror  of  postponement  of  this  bill. 

Hr.  MAaioH  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
originally  Toted  for  the  non-importatiui  law,  and 
Iwliad  nenr  repeated  his  rote;  bnt  he  Toted  for 
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it  under  a  firm  persuasion  that  it  would  go  into 
operation.  It  had  been  afterwards  suspended  be- 
cause there  was  a  negotiation  pending  and  a  pros- 
pect of  aecommodation  ;  but  if  it  were  the  deter- 
mioation  never  to  suffer  it  to  go  into  operation, 
he  had  much  rather  see  it  repealed.  If  it  were 
to  be  kept  in  smpensiMi,  htrog  up  l&e  a  rod  a* 
ferrorem,  it  would  metit  ridicule.  What  eanse 
could  there  be  for  suspending  it  at  present  ?  An^ 
negotiation  pending?  He  beliered  not.  If  it 
were  the  nnderstanding  of  a  majority  that  the 
hill  should  not  go  into  operation,  he  hoped  thef 
would  propose  a  repeal  of  it. 

Mr.  Newtoh  beliered  he  was  as  mucb-oi^uHd 
as  his  friend  from  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  con- 
cede any  point  to  Great  Britain  or  France.  He 
wonld  wear  sackcloth  and  ashes  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  rather  than  sucreader  one  atom  to 
either  of  those  Powers.  But  what  had  produced 
tbis  laifr  ?  The  riolatlon  of  our  commerce  and 
impressment  of  ourseamen.  If  any  change  should 
cause  Great  Britain  to  desist^  was  there  any  im- 
propriety in  trusting  the  President  with  a  discre* 
lion  to  say  that  the  operation  of  the  law  should 
cease  until  the  next  session  of  Congress  t  Cer- 
tainly not.  He  wished  to  see  the  day,  with  hia 
friend  from  Maryland,  when  erery  man  in  these 
walls,  and  In  the  United  Urates,  should  be  clad  in 
the  fabrics  of  hit  own  country,  and  he  made  no 
doubt,  when  once  established,  that  the  manufao- 
turers  of  this  country  would  afford  ererytbiog 
necessary  for  supplies  of  every  kind.  But  that 
was  not  the  case  yet,  and  for  that  season  they 
had  already  tnrested  the  President  with  a  discre- 
tionary power  to  suspend  the  embargo  law,  and 
he  considered  it  a  proper  reason  for  the  passage 
of  this  law. 

Mr.  BppBs  said  it  appeared  that  the  question 
of  suspension  of  the  noo-importadon  act  was 
very  different  from  that  of  a  suspension  of  the 
embargo.  The  former  was  a  measnre  <^  coer- 
eiou  on  Great  Britain,  and  whether  it  had  that 
affect  OTBOt,  hebriiered  at  the  time  the  taw  was 
passed  that  the  mly  way  which  yre  coidd  operate 
on  that  Power  vras  by  commercial  restrictions ; 
and  he  feh  now  free  to  declare,  that  if  ample 
reparation  were  made  for  the  outrage  oa  tha 
Chesapeake,  if  the  decrees  were  withdrawn  aod 
every  injury  redressed,  that  he  would  bold  on 
apon  the  non-importation  act  so  long  as  the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen  remained.  Wbenerer 
you  take  off  this,  said  he,  you  hare  nothing  to 
enforce  your  rights  as  to  impressment,  nor  as  to 
that  system  of  eommerdal  pillage'wbieb  haa 
been  adopted  by  Great  Britaiq.  We  know  that 
the  embargo  was  imposed  aa  a  measure  of  safety. 
It  was  to  give  us  time  to  make  preparation  to 
meet  the  event.  If  the  decrees  which  produced 
the  embargo  are  withdrawn,  the  embargo  may  be 
withdrawn  with  propriety.  But  let  me  ask  any 
gentleman  whether  he  hehcres  that  any  oirenm- 
stancas  which  produced  the  non-impoitation  act 
will  be  remored?  Whether  they  believe  that 
Great  Britain  will  give  iip  her  system  of  impress- 
ing seamen  1  If  he  does,  let  him  look  at  the 
course  she  hu  adopted.  After  appointing  a  Mi 
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istcr  to  negotiate  with  you,  she  has  inucd  a  proo- 
lamatioD,  estabUshiog  tbe  right  of  im|veniBeat 
on  its  broadest  footing.  Shortly  after,  tt  waa  de- 
clared by  the  King,  at  the  opening  of  Parliament, 
to  be  one  of  those  rights  which  nerer  could  nor 
ever  would  be  admitted.  I  was  originally  in 
favor  of  the  non- importation  law,  and  1  am  ttill 
so.  If  gentlemen  take  into  consideration  all  the 
cirenmsiances  which  produced  tbe  law,  I  will 
Tenture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  the 
HouMi  qrigioally  in  favor  of  it  who  can  now  Tote 
for  ita  suspension.  It  has  nerer  yet  been  fairly 
in  operation.  It'is  now  indeed  a  law  of  the  land, 
but  Its  operation  is  Tixtnally  suspended  by  the 
embargo'.  X  am  in  faror  of  its  going  into  opera- 
tion, and  nerer  will  consent  to  its  suspension  tilt 
its  intended  effect  be  fulfilled,  or  the  azperiment 
i»nude. 

The  question  of  indefinite  postponement  was 
carried— 58  to  39. 

HOME  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  Bibb  said,  that  notwithstanding  the  differ- 
ence of  opinion  which  had  taken  place  occasion- 
ally between  the  members  of  this  House  daring 
the  present  session^  on  questions  of  policy,  he 
was  pleased  to  percetre  that  no  difference  of  sen- 
timent existed  in  regard  to  the  injuries  done  us 
by  foreign  nations.  He  believed  that  but  one 
apirit  actuated  tbe  people  of  the  United  States— 
tnat  they  were  attached  to  their  country,  and  to 
their  country  alone.  He  wished  not  only  by  pro- 
fessions, but  by  practice,  to  show  foreign  nations 
tbat  we  can  live  without  them.  He  therefore 
offered  the  following  resolution : 

Rttolted,  ThaX  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
Tflsentatives  will  appear  at  their  next  meeting  clothed 
in  the  msnafscturei  of  their  own  country. 

Mr.  Macon  would  never  agree  to  a  resolution 
which  they  could  not  enforce.  Congress  have 
nothing  to  do  with  this  subject.  He  could  not 
conceive  what  effect  this  resolution  could  have. 
If  it  was  intended  as  a  pledge,  he  was  not  willing 
to  give  it  J  if  to  have  force  as  denied  their  au- 
thority to  enforce  it. 

Mr.  Rbea  said,  if  the  House  adopted  the  reso- 
lution, be  should  pay  no  regard  to  it.  He  would 
appear  in  what  clothing  he  chose,  this  resolutioQ 
to  the  contrary  notwttmtanding. 

Mr.  Eppss  admitted  that  the  resolution  could 
bare  no  force;  it  was  intended  to  express  the 
feelings  of  the  House.  He  should  rejoice  to  see 
every  member  of  tbe  House  and  every  man  in  the 
nation,  clolAed  eptirely  in  the  manufactures  of 
this  country.  It  would  establish  an  independence 
of  the  best  Icind.  The  proposition  was  a  valuable 
one,  and  he  wished  to  God  that  the  ladies  could 
he  placed  in  a  sittuttion  to  adopt  a  similar  resolo- 
tion.  If  he  were  to  appear  in  tne  manofactUFes  of 
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bis  ovn  Stale,  be  most  be  confined  to  a  homely 
garb;  but  if  the  resolaiioo  passed,  he  would,  be- 
fore the  next  session,  hare  cloth  maoti&etvnd 
for  bis  use  in  his  own  family.  Mr.  B.  calcabtsA 
that  a  million  of  men  in  the  United  States  wore 
broadcloth  coats,  and  if  they  were  all  maiMfK- 
tured  in  this  country  the  saving  would  be  im- 
mense. 

Mr.  Macon  did  not  conbeire  it  fair  that  those 
who  like  him  had  no  wires  at  home  to  miks 
them  coats,  should  not  only  be  reproached  for 
their  misfortune,  but  pointed  at  as  sisnert.  He 
bad  during  this  session  bonght  himself  a  nitt,  bet 
he  was  not  nUa  to  obtain  American  manaft^BK 
His  friend  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelsor)  hai 
procured  bim  a  ba^  and  tMt  was  all  tut  he 
could  obtain  of  American  maoafaeture.  As  to 
the  ladies,  if  they  were  to  Iwislate  on  the  hIh 
jeet  he  did  not  beliere  that  die  gentlemaa  frost 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Kms,)  food  as  be  is  of  the  Itdia, 
would  persuade  one  in  the  House,  or  in  thenstioa. 
to  agree  to  such  a  resolution.  Had  I  a  wife,  I 
should  be  willing  to  see  her  dressed  tohH-on 
satisfaction.  The  ladies  hare  a  right  to  dre&i  u 
they  please,  and  he  did  not  care  who  knew  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  reminded  hwW 
a  neighbor  who  used  often  tasay,  0,howriebw« 
miffbt  be,  if  it  was  not  for  the  expense  of  eating 
and  clothing! 

Mr.  FmoLBT  spoke  some  time  on  the  siAjee^ 
bnt  ton  indistinetly  to  be  well  anderstood. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  bad  hoped  thnt  the  resoloUm 
wotild  be  at  onee  adt^ed  nnmioioiisly.  HrM 
not  wish  to  proToke  defante,  and  therefore  with- 
drew bis  resolntioo. 

ADJOURNMENT.  , 

Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell,  from  the  committee  ip- 
pointed  on  the  part  this  House,  jointly,  with  t 
oommittee  appointed  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  Seatte,to 
wait  on  the  President  of  tbe  United  States,  asd 
inform  him  of  the  proposed  adjournment  of  Cod* 
gress,  reported  that  the  committee  had  perfonDcd 
that  service,  and  that  the  President  bad  sigoiM 
to  them  that  be  bad  no  further  communieatioD  to 
make  to  Congress  during  the  present  semni. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infomwd  the  HoW 
tbat  tbe  Senate,  baring  completed  the  Legiriatin 
business  before  them,  are  now  ready  to  adjoure. 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Seatte 
to  acquaint  them  that  this  House,  baring  finished 
the  business  before  them,  are  now  about  to  adjoan 
until  the  day  appointed  by  law  for  the  next  meet' 
ingof  Congress;  and  tbat  the  Clerk  of  this  Hoox 
do^o  with  the  said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  lae*- 
sage.  aod,  being  returned,  Mr.  Speaker  adjonroed 
the  House  until  tbe  first  Monday  in  Norembet 
next. 


Home  Meau^acturet — Adjournment. 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE  mSTOEY  OF  THE  TENTH  CONGRESS. 

COMPRISINO  THE  MOST  mPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIGINATING  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRE8fi»  AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BY  IT. 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communieated  to  Congre$»  iy  tie  JfisH^gv  of  OUo- 
bar  87,  1807.] 
TIm  foUowing  is  u  extnct  fiom  that  Mwage: 
"Td  former  violaiiooa  [by  Great  Brttaia]  of 
nwitime  rights  aoothrr  is  oow  added  of  very  ex- 
tensile effect.  Tbe  GorerameDt  of  that  nation 
bms  issoed  ao  Order  interdictiiig;  all  trade  by  nea- 
tmb  between  ports  not  in  amity  vith  tbera  ;  aod 
being  bow  at  war  with  every  natioo  od  the  At- 
IWBtic  and  Mediterraaeaa  seas,  our  Tessels  are  re- 
qaired  to  sacrifice  their  cargoes  at  tbe  first  ports 
ibey  tOQcb,  or  to  retarn  borne  without  the  benefit 
of  retoroiDg  to  any  other  market.  Under  this 
IMW  law  of  tbe  oeeao,  onr  trade  on  the  Mediter- 
mnesn  bu  been  aweirt  away  by  aeizaresand  coo* 
dcmiiatioiH,  and  that  in  other  seas  has  been 
tkroMcned  witb  tbe  wme  &ie." 


Note  communicated  by  Lord  Howlck  to  Mr.  Monm* 
dated 

Downing  Stbcet,  Jan,  10, 1807, 
Tbe  uodersigoed,  His  Majesty's  priocipat  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  received 
His  Majesty's  commands  to  acquaint  Mr.Monroe 
that  the  French  Oorernment  baring  issued  cer- 
tain orders,  which,^in  Tiolatioo  of  the  usages  of 
war,  purport  to  prohibit  the  commerce  of  all  nea* 
trail  nations  witn  His  MajMty's  dominions,  and 
alw  to  preyent  such  nations  from  trading  with 
any  other  country  in  any  articles,  the  growUi,  pro- 
duce, or  masnfaeture  of  His  MajestT's  domioicHM : 
And  the  said  Qoreroment  having  also  taken  npou 
ilaelf  to  declare  all  His  Majesty's  dominions  to  be 
in  a  state  of  blockade,  at  a  time  when  the  fleets 
of  France  and  her  allies  are  themselves  confined 
within  their  own  ports  by  the  superior  valor  and 
discipline  of  the  British  navy: 

Sacb  attempu  on  tbe  part  of  the  enemy,  giving 
to  His  Majesty  an  unquestionable  right  of  retal- 
iation, and  warranting  Hia  Majesty  in  enforcing 
the  same  prohibition  of  allcommerce  with  France, 
which  that  Power  vainly  hopes  to  effect  against 
tbe  commerce  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  a  prohi- 
bition which  the  superiority  of  His  Majesty's 
naval  forces  might  enable  him  to  support,  by  ac- 
toally  iavcsting  tbe  ports  and  coasts  of  tbe  enemy 
with  nnmerow  aqnadrons  and  craisen,  so  as  to 
make  tbe  ratfanea  ok  approaeh  thcr^  manifestly 
dangeroas: 


His  Majesty,  though  unwilling  to  fcdiow  th« 
exsmple  of  his  enemies,  br  proceeding  to  an  exr 
tremity  so  distressing  to  all  nations  not  engaged  in 
tbe  war,  and  carrying  on  their  accustomed  trade ; 
yet  feels  himself  bound  by  a  due  regard  to  the 
just  defence  of  tbe  rights  and  interests  of  his 
people,  Dot  to  suffer  such  measures  to  be  taken  by 
the  enemy,  without  taking  some  steps  on  his  part, 
to  restrain  tbis  vidence,  and  to  retort  upon  them 
the  evils  of  their  own  injustice.  Mr.  Monroe  it, 
therefore,  requested  to  apprize  tbe  American  Con* 
suls  and  mercbanlB  residing  in  England,  that  Hit 
Majesty  has,  therefore,  judged  it  expedient  to  w- 
der,  that  no  vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  Irada 
from  one  port  to  another,  both,  which  ports  abalt 
belong  to,  «r  be  in  possession  of  France  or  her 
allies,  or  shall  be  so  far  uqder  their  control,  as 
that  British  vessel^may  not  freely  trade  thereat  { 
and  that  the  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  ships 
of  war  and  privateers  hare  been  instructed  to 
warn  every  neutral  vessel,  coming  from  any  socb 
fiort.  and  aestined  to  aootner  such  port,  to  dincon- 
tinue  her  voyage,  and  not  to  proceed  to  any  such 
port ;  and  every  vessel,  after  being  so  warned,  or 
any  vessel  coming  from  any  such  port,  after  a 
reasonable  time  shall  have  been  afforded  for  re- 
ceiving information  of  this  His  Majesty's  order, 
which  shall  be  found  proceeding  to  another  such 
port,  shall  be  captured  and  brought  in,  and,  to- 

( aether  with  her  cargo,  shall  be  con«mned  at 
awful  prize  J  and  that  from  tbis  time  all  lha 
measures  aatborized  by  the  law  of  nations,  and 
tbe  respective  treaties  between  His  Majesty  and 
the  different  neutral  Powers,  will  be  adopted,  and 
executed  with  respect  to  ve^els '  attempting  to 
violate  the  said  order  after  this  notice. 

HOWICK. 

SPANISH  DECREE. 

[TUIISI.ATIOK.] 

By  the  createst  outrage  against  humanity,  and 
against  policy,  Spain  was  forced  by  Great  Britain 
to  take  part  in  tbe  present  war.  This  Power  has 
exercised  over  tbe  sea  and  over  the  commerce  of 
the  world,  an  exclusive  dominion.  Her  numer^ 
008  factories  disseminated  through  all  conntries 
are  like  sponges  which  imbibe  the  riches  of  those 
(countries)  without  leaving  them  more  than  the 
appearances  of  mercantile  liberty.  From  tbis 
maritime  and  commercial  despotism,  England 
derives  iuameose  resources  for  carrying  on  a  war 
whose  object  is  to  destroy  the  commerce  whic^ 
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belongs  to  each  Slate  frooi  its  industrr  and  situa- 
tion.  Experience  has  proved  that  the  morality  ] 
of  the  British  Cabinet  has  no  hesitation  as  to  the  ; 
means,  so  long  as  they  lead  to  the  accomplish.-  i 
znent  of  its  designs ;  aod  while  this  Power  can  '. 
eontinoe  to  enjor  the  fraits  of  its.  immense  tnf-  ] 
fie,  hamanity  will  groan  nnder  the  weight  of  a 
desolating  war.   To  pat  an  end  to  this,  and  to 
attain  a  solid  peace,  the  Emperor  of  ttie  French 
and  King  of  Italy  issued  a  decree  on  the  2l8t  of 
November  last,  in  which,  adopting  the  principle 
of  reprisals,  the  blockade  of  the  British  isles  is 
determined  on  ;  and  his  Ambassador,  his  Excel- 
lency PniDcis  de  Beauharnois,  Grand  DigDitary 
of  the  Order  of  the  Iron  Crown,  of  the  Legion  of 
Bonor,  Ac.,  Ac.,  baring  communicated  this  de- 
cree to  the  King  our  master,  and  His  Majesty 
being  desirous  to  co-operate  by  means  sanctioned 
by  the  rights  of  reciprocity,  has  been  pleased  to 
authorize  His  Most  Serene  Highness  the  Prince 
Qeneralisimo  of  the  Marine,  to  issue  a  eircuUir  of 
the  following  tenor : 

"  As  soon  as  England  committed  the  horrible 
parage  of  intercepting  the  ressds  of  the  Royal 
marine,  insidiously  vimatiag  the  good  faith  with 
which  peace  assures  indiridoal  property  and  the 
rights  of  nations,  His  Majesty  eonsidered  him- 
sdf  in  a  state  of  war  with  that  Power,  although 
bis  Royal  soul  suspended  the  promulgation  of  the 
manifesto  until  he  saw  the  atrocity  committed 
by  its  seamen  sanctioned  by  the  Qoremment  of 
London.  Prom  that  time,  aid  without  the  ne- 
cessity of  warning  the  inhabitants  of  these  king- 
doms of  the  circumspection  with  which  they 
ought  to  conduct  themaelTes  toward  those  of  a 
country  which  disrenrds  the  sacred  laws  of  prop- 
erty and  the  rights  of  nations,'  His  Majesty  made 
known  to  his  subjects  the  state  of  war  inrwhich 
he  found  himself  with  that  nation.  All  trade,  all 
commerce  is  prohibited  in  such  a  situation ;  and 
DO  seBtiments  otuht  to  be  entertained  toward 
such  an  enemy  which  are  not  dictated  by  honor, 
BToidUigatl  intereourse  which  might  be  cousider- 
ed  as  the  Tile  effect  of  avarice  operating  on  the 
onbjectB      a  nation  whieh  d^radea  itsdf  by 

''His  Majesty  is  well  persuaded  that  such  senti- 
ments of  honor  are  rooted  in  the  hearts  of  his 
bfelored  subjects ;  but  he  does  not  choose  on  that 
account  to  allow  the  smallest  indulgence  to  the 
violators  of  the  law.  nor  permit  that,  through  ig- 
norance, they  should  be  taken  by  surprise — au- 
thorizing me  by  these  presents  to  declare  that  all 
English  property  shall  be  confiscated  whenever  it 
u  found  on  board  a  vessel,  although  a  neutral,  if 
the  consignment  belongs  to  Spamsh  iodividuab. 
So  likewise  will  be  confiscated  all  merchandise 
which  may  be  met  with,  althouah  it  may  be  in 
.neutral  resseU,  wheaever  it  is  deaUned  for  the 
ports  of  Engluid  or  her  islea. 

"  And^  finally.  His  Majesty,  conforming  himself 
to  the  ideas  of  his  ally,  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  declares  in  bis  States  the  same  law, 
which,  from  principles  of  reciprocity  aod  suitable 
respect.  His  Imperial  Majesty  promulgated  under 
date  of  the  SIst  Novembec,  1800. 


''The  execution  of  this  determination  of  Hii 
Majesty  belongs  to  the  chiefs  of  provinces,  (tfd^ 
partmenta,  ana  of  vessels,  (baxeles,)  and  comian* 
nicating  it  to  them,  in  the  name  of  His  Msjeity, 
I  hope  they  will  leave  no  room  for  his  Royal  dii- 
pleasure.  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

"THE  PRINCB, 
"  GeneraU$nmo     (Ac  JUnw 
«  ARAmtTEZ,  /W.  19, 1807." 


[Reported  to  the  House  November  17, 1807.] 

Heport  relative  to  aggrexnoru  vnihin  our  porfi, 
and  violatioru  of  our  juriediction. 
The  Committee  to  whom  wasreferredsomoch 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uaiud 
States  as  relates  to  aggressions  committed  within 
our  ports  and  waters  by  foreign  armed  vesaek;  to 
violations  of  our  juri^ictiooj  and  to  the  mesi- 
ures  necessary  for  the  protecuoa  of  out  port*  aai 
harbors,  report,  in  part ; 

That,  participating  deeply  in  the  gencalsn- 
sibility  excited  by  the  outrage  committed  WM 
the  United  States  frigate  Cbeaapeake  by  iheBdt- 
ish  ship  of  war  Leopard,  on  the  22d  Jum  kit; 
aod  feeling  it  to  be  their  duty  to  collect  aai  pn- 
sent  to  the  view  of  this  House  without  d^y,aU 
the  facts  relating  to  tb&t  atrocious  act  of  aggnt* 
sion,  they  directed  their  first  auention  to  thai  i»- 
portant  subject,  and  have  obtained  from  the  Slate 
aod  Narv  Departments  the  documents  herewttk 
presented,  from  which  they  &re  authorized  to  auJce 
the  following  statement,  viz : 

That  the  United  Suites  frigate  Che5apeake,b^ 
ing  ordered  on  a  cruise  lo  the  Mediterraneso  Sn, 
under  the  command  of  Commodore  Jama  Bar- 
ron, sailed  from  Hampton  Roads  on  the22dJaae 
last  past,  having  on  tward  a  crew  of  more  tlun 
three  hundred  and  seventy  men,  and  complete^ 
equipped  with  everything  necessary  fbr  saehi 
shin  of  war,  sailing  on  such  a  cruise; 

That,  in  proceeding  to  sea  from  EDmpM 
Roads,  she  passed  a  British  squadron,  at  aachet 
in  Lyiuharen  Bay.  who,  at  the  time  of  bee 
ing  thenv  were  making  signals  to  each  other; 

That  the  British  ship  of  war  Leopard,  of  50 
guns,  one  of  tbe  squadron  then  at  anetuw  witUn 
the  limits  of  the  United  Stetes,  weighed  imsc- 
diately  after  these  signiUs  were  thrown  out,  aid 
stood  to  sea ; 

That,  at  half  past  3  o'clock  in  the  afternooasf 
tbe  same  day,  at  the  distance  of  three  leaf«* 
from  Cape  Henry,  which  was  then  beariag  N.  ff- 
by  W..  ihe  Leopard  eame  up  with  the  Gbea- 
peake,  backed  the  main-iop-sail,  aad  spoke  her) 
when  Commodore  Barron,  to  promote  her  ooan- 
aience,  understanding  her  commander  to  soy  kt 
had  a  communication  to  make  whieh  ha  woaU 
send  OB  board,  ordered  the  Cbesapeaks  honto} 
That  an  ofiicer  was  aooordiagly  sent  from  ^ 
Leopard  to  the  Chesapeake,  who,  on  his  anim 
Ijiresented  to  Commodore  Barron  a  note  iron  At 
Captain  of  the  Leopard  respeetiDg  some  datert- 
ets  from  aome  of  Hta  Bcifauio  M^jesiy^  tSafs, 
supposed  to  be  lerving  aa  part  of  the  orov  of  i^e 


Digiiized  by 


APPENDIX. 


2296 


Rdatuma  with  Ormt  Britain. 


I,  aod  eaelomog  a  eopj  of  kd  order 
frMk  Vies  Ad«iralB0riiely,reqQinD^«ad  dlreot- 
inf  tW  cownwDders  of  His  Britaanio  Majesty's 
■ktpa  aed  vesids  ooder  fai»  commud,  in  case  of 
■aetiog'  with  the  AiwriaaB  firinta  ChasspMke 
at  May  aad  wit  boot  the  timiu  of  tbe  United  States, 
tD  show  aaeh  order  lo  ih*  Captain  of  her,  and  to 
i0|iUf«  to  aeafdi  fate  ihip  ft>r  the  dotenen  from 
oerCaia  ibipe  therein  named,  and  to  proceed  and 
aaavefa  <br  tfae  saue;  and  if  a  simitar  demand  if 
wmim  bf  lh«  Annriean,  he  i>  permitted  to  eeareti 
for  dtaerlefs  from  their  eerrice,  aeeordiag  to  the 
onston*  Btkl  usage  of  oirilized  natioaa  on  terms 
of  amity  with  each  other.  [The  first  of  these 
f»pm  will  be  foand  in  document  A,  No.  1 ;  the 
mAkk,  amonf  the  doeumeati  reeeirM  from  tbe 
Draartmeat  irf*  State,  No.  7;J 

That  G«mmodo/e  Barron  gare  to  these 
■mHcatioBfr  an  answer  purportin^r  that  he  kaev 
«f  BO  saeh  men  a«  were  deseribei ;  that  the  re- 
eraitio((  eSoers  for  the  Chesapeake  had  been  par- 
itcaluly  ntstmeted  by  the  GtorerameBt,  ifaroogh 
him.  not  to  enter  any  deserlers  from  His  Britan- 
BM  Btejtsiy's  ships}  t^  be  knew  of  none  sach 
being  in  her ;  that  he  was  iastrncted  nem  to  per- 
mit the  etev  of  anjr  ship  under  his  eommand  to 
be  mastered  by  any  officers  but  her -own ;  that  be 
was  disposed  to  preserve  har«iony,  and  hoped  his 
answer  would  prove  satisfactory.  [See  No.  2,  in 
document  A,1 

That  the  Leopard,  shortly  after  thb  answer 
was  received  by  her  commander,  ranged  along- 
side of  the  Chesapeake,  and  commeaeed  a  heavy 
fire  OD  her ; 

That,  when  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  com- 
menced, some  of  her  guns  were  not  securely  fit- 
ted in  their  carriages ;  some  of  her  sponges  aad 
wads  wete  too  large ;  bat  few  of  her  powder  horns 
were  filled ;  her  matches  were  not  primed ;  some 
of  her  rammers  were  not  in  their  proper  places ; 
her  marines  were  not  supplied  with  cartridges 
enongb,  while  those  they  bad  were  not  of  the 
nropersize}  and  she  was  otherwise  unprepared 
for  action ; 

That  the  Chesapeake  made  no  resistance  what- 
ever, but  remaiBed  vader  the  incessant  fire  of  the 
Leopard  from  tweoty  to  thirty  minatea,  when, 
having  suffered  much  damage  in  her  hull,  rigging, 
mmd  spars,  and  lost  three  men  killed  and  eighieea 
woaoded,  Commodore  Barton  ordered  his  colors 
to  be  struck,  be  says  in  bis  h^  book,  «fler  firing 
one  guo,  but  tbe  coert  of  inquiry  lately  held  u^d 
hia  conduct,  say  before  a  single  gun  of  any  kind 
was  fired  from  her ; 

That  Commodore  Barron,  immediately  afler 
atifking  his  colors,  seot  Lieutenaot  Smith  od 
board!  the  Leopard  to  inform  ber  commander  that 
he  MDsidned  the  Chesapeake  her  prize : 

That  the  commander  of  the  Leopard  sent  an 
ofieer  on  board,  who  took  possession  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, mustered  her  crew,  and  carrying  off"  four 
of  her  men,  vis :  John  Strahan,  William  Ware, 
Daniel  Marttn,  and  John  Wilson,  abandoned  the 
ship :  and 

Tnat  Commodore  Barron,  nfler  the  ahi'p  was 
«Aninloned,  and  after  writing  to  the  commander 


of  the  Lefward,  the  letter  No.  3,  and  receiving 
from  him  the  answer  No.  4,  in  document  Ai  find- 
ing that  she  was  very  mqeh  injured,  aad  had  three 
and  au  half  fee(  Watw  in  her  hold,  retaroed.  with  . 
the  advice  of  his  offieen,  to  Hampton  Roan. 

The  oomarittee  night  add  to  tbie  atatement  that 
it  has  been  ineoaiestably  proved,  as  die  aoeom- 
Mayiog  printed  doeumeot,  No.  8,  will  show,  thai 
WiHian  Ware,  John  Strahan,  and  Daniel  Mar- 
tin, are  dtiseuft  of  tbe  United  States;  and  the  two 
former  natives  of  theSlate  of  Maryland ;  but  thef 
conceive  it  naneoessary  for  them,  or  for  this  Housei 
to  go  iDt»aay  inqoiry  upon  that  part  of  tbe  anb- 
ject,  as,  io  their  opinion,  whether  tbe  men  tabw 
from  the  Chesapeake  were  or  were  not  citizens 
of  theUoited  States, aad  wheihex  the  Cbvsapeake 
was  or  was  not  within  tbe  acknowledged  umiu 
of  the  Untied  States  at  the  time  they  were  taken, 
tbe  character  of  the  act  of  taking  ihem  remains 
tbe  same. 

From  tbe  foregoing  facts  it  appears  to  your 
committee,. that  the  outrage  committed  on  the 
frigate  Chesapeake  baa  beea  stamped  with  cir* 
cumstances  oi  indignity  and  insult,  of  which  there 
is  scarcely  to  he  fonod  a  parallel  in  the  history  of 
civilized  nations,  and  requites  only  the  sanction 
of  the  Government,  under  the  color  of  whose 
authority  it  was  perpetrated,  to  make  it  just  cause 
of,  if  not  an  irresisuble  call  for,  instant  and  se- 
vere reialiatioD.  Whether  it  will  receive  that 
sanction,  or  be  disavowed  and  declaced  an  un- 
authorized act  of  d  subordinate  officer,  remains  to 
be  determined  by  (be  answer  which  shail  be  given 
lo  the  demand  of  explanation  :  that  answer,  now 
daily  expected,  will  either  sink  the  detestable  act 
into  piracy,  or  expand  it,  the  magnitude  of  pre- 
meditated hostility  agaiast  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  this  nation;  and  nntiT  its  true 
character  shall  be  fixed  and  known,  your '.ommit^ 
tee  deem  it  exnedteni  to  decline  expressing  any 
opinipn  as  to  toe  measures  proper  to  be  aJoptea 
in  relation  to  it.  But,  as  other  acts  of  aggression 
have  been  committed  within  our  ports  and  water* 
by  British  ships  of  war,  as  well  anterior  as  posterior 
to  this,  some  of  them  manifesting  the  same  disre- 
gard of  our  national  rights,  i^nd  seeming  to  fiow 
from  the  same  contempt  for  the  authority  of  our 
laws:  and  especially  as  the  British  squadron,  of 
which  the  Leopard  was  one,  afler  being  notified 
of  the  President's  proclamation  ordering  them  to 
depart  from  tbe  waters  of  tbe  United  States,  which 
they  knew  had  been  published  in  conformity  to 
act  of  Congress,  anchored  within  the  capes  of 
Chesapeake  bey,  and  in  that  situation  remained 
capturing  American  vessels,  even  within  our  ao< 
knowledged  territorial  limits,  and  sending  them 
to  Halifax  fbr  adjudication :  impressing  seamen 
aboard  American  vessels ;  firing  on  vessels  and 
boats  of  all  descriptions  having  occasion  to  pass 
near  them  in  ptirsuit  of  their  lawful  triple,  ana  oc- 
casionally denouncing  threats  calculated  to  alarm 
and  irritate  the  ^ood  people  of  the  United  StateSf 
particalarly  tbe  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Hamp- 
ton; all  which  focts  are  sutntantiated  by  tbe  ac- 
companying documents  No.  1  to  6 ;  tbe  commit- 
tee are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  expedient  to  provide 
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BUNre  efleenuUy  fwtbeproteoiiqn  of  oar  poruaiMl 
harbon,  tut  not  being  prepared  to  report  apeoifi-. 
ealljr  oo  that  subject,  thejr  ask  fartber  indalgeDce 
.  of  the  House,  aud  beg  leave  to  soboiit  Ibr  their 
consideration  tbe  followini^  resolution  : 

Heaoived,  That  the  atUek  of  tbe  British  ship 
of  war  Leopard  on  the  Uoited  States  fri|(ate  Chesa- 
peake, was  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  jarisdiction 
of  the  Uoited  Siates,  and  that  the  eontinoanee  of 
the  British  squadron  (of  which  the  Leopard  waa 
one)  in  their  waters,  after  beincr  notified  of  the 
proclamation  of  tbe  President  of  t^e  United  Sutes, 
ordcrinc  them  then  to  depart  the  laone,  was  a  fur- 
thcrTiwuion  thoeof. 

Departuent  op  State.  iVo*.  12, 1807. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  the  request  stated  in 
your  letter  of  toe  15th  instant,  I  bare  the  honor 
to  communicate  theseveral  documents  numbered 
from  one  to  8iz,reiattre  to  aggressions  committed 
by  foreisn  armed  vessels  witbio  tbe  ports  and 
waters  of  the  United  States;  also  document  No. 
7,  relating  to  the  outrage  committed  by  the  Bri- 
tish ship  of  war  Leopard  on  the  American  frigate 
Chesapeake. 

To  the  above  documents  is  added  tbe  evidence 
received  by  tbe  Department  of  State,  relative  to 
tbe  national  character  of  William  Ware,  John 
Strahan.  and  Daniel  Martin,  three  of  the  seamen 
taken  from  the  Chesapeake. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Htm.  Thomas  Blockt. 

No.  1. 

IkpetiHim  9f  7%oflu»  CJlarAe,  reaoe^ing  an  outrage 
ammUUd  by  the  Jaeiomput. 

Baltimore  County, 

State  of  Maryland,  to  vnt : 
This  day  personally  appeared  before  me,  one 
of  the  justices  of  peace  for  said  county,  Thomas 
Clarke,  the  subscriber,  who  being  duly  sworn  on 
the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  Ood,  deposeih 
as  follows : 

That  being  on  a  cmise  as  a  branch  pilot  of  this 
State,  for  inward  bound  vessels,  he,  on  the  twenty- 
third  instant,  was  taken  oo  board  the  brig  Three 
Brothers,  Captain  Pitts,  from  Bordeaux,  bound  to 
Baltimore,  which  vessel  this  deponent  piloted  to 
the  entrance  into  the  bay  of  Chesapeake:  that 
being  close  to  Cape  Henry,  and  about  one  and 
a  half  mites  distant  therefrom,  and  in  five  fathom 
water,  a  shot  was  fired  at  said  bri^,  by  one  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  cruisers,  called  the  Melam- 
pus.  (a  frigate  of  about  thirty-six  guns,)  which 
saia  shot  struck  the  water  abreast  the  beams,  at  a 
short  distance  from  said  brig,  upon  which  the  said 
pilot  hove  to  under  tbe  lee  of^  said  frigate,  who 
immediately  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  Three  Bro- 
thers, under  command  of  an  officer,  who  sent  tbe 
eaplain  of  said  briff,  with  his  papers,  on  board  the 
frigate.  Shortly  after  another  boat  was  despatched 
from  said  frigate,  who  carried  ofi*  ten  men,  who 
this  deponent  understood  were  picked  up  at  sea 
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by  CapMiin  Pitts.  The  same  boat  shonly  after 
retartied  with  a  prtze>masiec  and  nine  meo,  i4s 
took  charge  of  said  brig  Thr«s  Brothers,  tai  iwr 
mediately  after  seat  this  deponent  two  passeann, 
second  mate^  and  ckw  of  said  brig,  on  boanfthe 
frigate,  leaving  only  the  first  mate  oa  board  Uw 
brig.  Further,  that  on  arriving  on  board  the  fri* 
gate  with  the  people  aforesaid,  the  captain  of  the 
.Three  Brothers  was  ordered  on  board  his  vessel, 
which  ioMnediately  after  hoisted  sail  forHaliCuL 
detainiog  on  board  the  frigate  tbe  passengers  ass 
crew  as  beforesaid.  Tbe  passea^rs  and  this 
pooeotwere  afterward  put  on  boarda  vesHlfrom 
Boston,  bound  to  Baltimore.  Two  of  (be  brig^ 
crew,i(vix:)  two  black  men,  were  sent  inavsMl 
bound  to  Norfolk,  and  the  femaiaderj  (vis:)  tbe 
second  mate  and  two  hands,  who  this  depooeat 
verily  believes  are  Ameriean  seamen,  (navisf 
iteen  their  protections.)  were  detained  on  faeaM 
said  frigate.  And  furtber  this  deponent  saiih  sot. 

THOMAS  CLARKE. 
The  foregoing  was  sworn  lo  before  me,  on  titc 
30th  day  of  April,  1807. 

WILUAM  LOWRSY. 

No.  2.  (1.) 

The  Captain  Commandantof  Fort  Johnson  tothaooB- 
manding  officer  of  H.  B.  M.  sloop  of  war  Dmer, 
dated 

May  2. 1807. 
Sib:  The  President  of  the  United  Staiei  of 
America  having,  by  proclamation,  bearing  date, 
May  23,  1807,  forever  interdicted  His  Briiaoaic 
Majesty's  sloop  of  war  Driver  from  entering  "aoy 
port  or  harbor  of  tbe  United  States,"  and  tbesaiJ 
vessel  having  entered  this  port,  in  contempt  of  tbe 
said  proclamation,  my  duty  compels  me  to  detmi 
that  tbe  sloop  of  war  Driver  do  depart  from  this 
harbor  withm  twenty-four  hours  Irom  the  date 
hereof.  Need  I  add,  sir,  how  repugnant  it  would 
be  to  my  feelings  should  any  hlood^  spilt,  which 
most  certainly  be  tbe  case  if  this  communication 
be  not  complied  with.  Lieutenant  Wyndbaai,of 
the  artillery,  is  charged  with  the  ddivery  of  tai^ 
and  will  receive  your  reply. 

MICHAEL  KALTEISBN. 

Captain  Commandant. 

No.  (2.) 

Tbe  eommandfaig  officer  of  the  sloop  of  war  Drivei  to 
the  Captain  Commandant  of  Fort  Johnson,  dated 

May  a  1807. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter,  and  hario; 
some  doubts  as  to  the  authority  by  which  it  wsi 
written,  I  thought  proper  to  satisfy  myself  on  tbai 
head  before  I  should  reply. 

By  the  threat  it  contains,  you  appear,  like  yoor 
Government,  to  have  something  to  learn.  A  Bri- 
tish subject  knows  too  well  how  to  respect  sad 
obey  the  laws  of  bis  own  country,  to  oSer  inten- 
tionally an  outrage  to  those  of  others,  when  uies 
they  are  known  to  be  such  i  but  I  have  to  observe 
the  ivoclamation  you  raenliui  tohave  been  issued 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Americai 
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in  May,  1807, 1  know  nothing  of.  Of  that  which 
was  i>5D»d  in  Majr,  1806, 1  have  only  to  wy,  that, 
so  Tar  fVom  being  either  creditahle  or  becominr  to 
the  President  of  a  country  wishing  to  be  ranled 
nnoBg  the  civilized  nations  of  the  world,  it  wotiid, 
is  the  opiaion  of  eTcrjr  liberal  and  enlarged  mind, 
havedi^raeed  the  sangoiDary  pea  of  Rt^espierre, 
or  the  most  miserable  and  petty  State  t^Barbary. 
Ir  appears  that  the  supposed  offence  Is  to  be 
adied  by  a  repetition  of  the  ^Teumstanoes  com- 
plahied  of,  and  that  on  those  wbo,  so  fiir  from 
naTing  anything  to  do  with  it.  were  not  even  oa 
or  near  the  Araerieaa  coast  at  the  time;  and  as 
Captain  Whitby's  trial  may  probably  at  this  mo- 
ment be  pending,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  proelamatton  resting  npon 
his  being  brought  to  jasliee,  it  ought  not  to  have 
been  thought  w.  However,  as  my  proceeding  to 
•ea  comes  exactly  within  the  limits  of  my  iatea- 
tioDs,  according  to  the  orders  I  em  under,  I  ^hatl 
do  so  whenever  the  pilot  shall  think  it  proper ; 
which  orders  have  for  their  view  the  advantage 
of  the  Ameriean  flag,  as  well  as  the  protection  of 
the  British^  Bat  I  must  observe,  that,  from  the 
diiBealty  I  have  ex|wrieoeed  in  (AtaiDtng  water 
for  the  purposes  I  with,  1  shall  be  obliged  to  have 
neonrse  to  siKh  loelBodsasare  eomp^tely  in  my 
power,  and  which  I  shoald  not  otherwise  have 
thought  of.  In  the  mean  time,  it  is  necessary  to 
ebaervc,  that  His  Majesty's  ship  nnder  com- 
mand is  at  alt  times  perfectly  ready  to  resist  sod 
ponish  any  insult  that  may  he  offered  to  the  flae 
be  has  the  honor  to  bear,  to  the  last  drop  of  blood 
that  sfaall  remain  of  the  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects 
of  ao  adored  sovereign  and  exalted  eonntry.  I 
am,  Ac. 

WILLIAM  LOVE. 
No.  (3.) 

T%e  Captain  ftamiaaJant  of  Fort  Johason  to  the  eom- 
■aitdiag  (^ker  nX  the  Britirii  Aaan  of  war  Driver, 
datad 

Mat  3. 1607. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  year  letter  of  this  day. 
The  nature  of  the  contents  of  it  demands  of  me 
to  transmit  it  immediately  to  the  Qovernment, 
which  I  sball  do  bv  a  special  messenger.  I  am,  &c. 
MICHABL  KALTEI8BN, 

Captain  ComvuatdanL 

Tbm  Captain  Commandant  of  Fort  Jobnsmi  to  the  Fire* 
sident  of  the  United  States,  dated 

Mat  5, 1807. 

Bim:  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  despatch  a  special 
aieaaengar  UHlay  to  lay  b«ore  your  Exceueney 
a  eomapondanee  that  has  taken  place  between 
in^dfand  the  command  ingoffieerof  His  Briunnie 
Biaieaty's  stoop  Driver,  now  Iving  in  this  harbor. 

The  said  sloo))^  interdicted  by  yoar  Excelleoey 
from  ever  entering  any  port  or  harbor  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  Sutes,  aoehored  abreast  this  fort  on  Thursday, 
30th  of  April.  On  Friday,  May  1,  my  officers, 
Lleatenant  Roberts  and  Wyndham,  waited  upon 
the  GoTcniox  of  this  £h«te,  to  eoaault  with  ' 


and  receive  bis  orders,  relative  to  measures  neees- 
sary  to  be  taken  to  expel  said  vessel  from  this  port. 
They  cobtd  net  see  oim;  in  consequence.  I  ad- 
dressed a  note,  on  Satorday,  May  2,  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  said  vessel,  of  which  a  copy  is 
herewitn  sent,and  marked  No,  (1.)  On  Sunday, 
May  3, 1  received  an  answer  from  the  command- 
ing oflScer  of  the  said  sloop  Driver,  of  which  No. 
(2)  ia  the  orlginaL  Its  extraordinary  tanguaga 
indneed  me  to  forward  it  immediately  br  an  offi- 
cer to  year  Excellency.  My  reply  thereto  is 
marked  No.  (3.) 

Lieutenant  Wyndham.  who  is  the  bearer  ttf 
these  despatches,  will  furnish  any  further  inform** 
tion  that  may  be  required.  I  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend him  to  the  notice  of  your  Excellency. 

Hoping  that  my  conduct  may  meet  your  ap- 
probation, 

1  have  the  hooor  to  remain,  A«. 

MICHAEL  KALTEISEN, 

Captain  Commanding, 

No,  3. 

UmTBn  States  of  America, 

State  of  Maryland  tovni: 
I,  Samuel  Sterett,  Notary  Public,  by  letters  pat> 
ent  nnder  the  freat  seal  of  the  State  of  Mar^laad^ 
doly  commissioned  and  qualified,  residing  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  aforesaid,  do  hereby 
certify,  attest,  and  make  known,  that  on  the  day 
of  the  date  hereof,  before  me  personally  appeared 
Glearge  Davis,  master  of  the  brig  Mercury,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, tbeo  lying  in  the  port  of  Baltimore,  aad 
recently  arrived  from  Bordeaux,  who,  being  by  me 
duly  sworn,  d  id  depose,  declate,attd,  for  truth,  say, 
that,  on  Tnesdayj  the  19th  inatanL  being  on  bis 
pasttge,  and  bavmg  the  wind  to  the  northarerd, 
with  a  atreng  cnrrent  setting  against  thetn,  the 
pilot  on  boarti  the  said  brig  brought  her  to  anchov 
m  seven  and  a  half  fathoms  water,  about  two 
miles  from  the  shore,  and  about  twenty-five  miles 
to  the  southward  of  Cape  Henry.  And  this  ap- 
nearer  saith,  that,  while  lying  at  anchor,  he  was 
boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  British  frigate  Me- 
lampus,  who,  after  examining  the  brig'ii  papers, 
requested  this  appealer  to  return  with  him  on 
board  the  Melampus,  which  this  appearer  declined, 
thinking  himself  within  the  limits  and  maritime 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  the  said  officer 
also  himself  admitting  that  said  brig  was  anchored 
within  three  milesof  the  shore.  And  this  appearer 
saith  that  the  said  officer  then  left  the  brig,  hot  in 
alittle  time  came  back,  and  iniormad  this  appearer 
that  he  had  positive  orders  to  take  him  and  bis 
papers,  letter-bag,  d^.  on  board  the  said  frigate  t 
tliat  thisanwarer  accordingly  went  with  the  said 
papers,  ana,  on  getting  on  board  the  frigate,  hia 
papers  and  letter-bag  were  carried  into  the  cabin* 
and  this  appearer  left  on  deck,  and  not  permittea 
to  accompany  them;  that,  after  his  papers  and 
letter-bagbad  been  detained  from  him  about  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  they  were  restored  to  himi 
and  he  himself  put  on  board  the  brig;  that,  im** 
mediately  on  getting  aboard  his  own  vessel,  be 
descended  into  the  cabin.and,  on  opening  the  said 
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Ituer-bag,  dueorend  that  a  nnmber  of  Um  latien 
bmi  been  opened,  and  the  iaroiees  a^  bilU  of 
lading  they  originally  eoouined  thrown  prooii»- 
cuouvly  ioto  the  bag, and  in  tb«  greatest  coofiuiiw 

Kd  diaotdcr,  in  whiob  aituation  ne  lodged  thasaid 
Mia  in  the  post  office  of  thii  city  iiomadiv>tely 
OD  hi*  arrival  yesterday. 

tn  testimooy  whereof,  the  said  deponent  bath 
bereanto  sabscribed  bis  name,  and  I,  the  said  ao- 
Uxj,  hare  hereunto  set  my  band,  and  affixed  my 
stpiarial  seal,  the  tweoYy-tnird  day  of  Uajr,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoiuaad  eight  huBoredaod 
««Teii. 

GEORGE  DAVIS. 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Bub, 

No.  4. 

Captain  Harrison's  report  to  the  Collector  of  the  Cns- 
tOBM  at  Hotfalk,  ieq»ecting  an  outrage  committed  by 
the  Britidi  squadron  in  the  ObMspeake. 

Jdlt  6, 1807. 
The  schooner  Cynthca  Ann,  from  Folly  Land- 
ing, Captain  Harrison,  was  fired  at  in  Hampton 
Roads  by  a  boatbelongmg  to  the  British  sqaadron, 
but,  not  thinkioff  proper  to  stop,  eontlnued  bis 
way  up  to  Norfolk,  although  they  eoatintied  Bring 
from  the  boat,  to  the  num  wr  of  fourteen  or  sixteen 
guns ;  but,  of  a  sudden,  foood  he  was  fired  at  from 
the  tender*  just  ahead  of  bim  ;  be  immediately 
Mvoded  to,  aod  was  boarded,  and  asked  why,  a 
4MiMied  rascal,  he  did  not  beare  to  for  the  boat  9 
to  which  be  ntwered,  that  he  did  not  know  why 
hm  waa  atopped  in  his  own  harbor.  The  boat  dien 
•ane  on,  aad  tlw  erew  tm  board  also  abued  him, 
mid  said  they  wishod  Aay  had  sank  bin,  asd  thu 
tber  aimed  to  fait  htaa,  which  Ke  thinks  tbeyrdid, 
as  their  shot  seemed  Terr  well  aimed.  They  or* 
dated  him  to  tow  tham  baefc,  which  he  did,  and 
waa  dismisaed* 

NoRrauc,^6, 180T. 
A  bore  is  a  copy  of  a  report  to  me  by  Captain 
Harrison,  which  i  consider  it  my  duty  to  forward. 
AU  vessels  are  stopped  coming  to  this  place,  and 
fired  at  within  our  harbors.  This  report  I  was 
requested  to  forward  to  you  for  your  consideraKon. 
1  am,  respectfathr,  your  obedient  servant. 

THOMAS  NEWTON. 
The  Hon.  Jahbs  Madison,  &e. 

No.fi. 

U^mD  Ch-avco  or  Ambwoa, 

atattqfNtm  YcrkfUs 
By  this  puUie  instraDont  be  it  known  to  all 
whom  the  same  doth  coaeeni,  that  I,  Maltbr  Gel- 
siott.  a  public  notary  io  and  for  the  State  ot  New 
York,  residing  in  the  city  of  New  Tork.  by  letters 
imteot  under  the  great  seal  of  the  said  State,  duly 
commissioned  and  sworn,  and  in  and  by  the  said 
letters  patent  invested  **  with  fall  power  and  au- 
thority to  attest  deeds,  wills,  te8tameBt&  codicil^ 
agreements,  and  other  htttrvmenis  in  wnting,  and 

*  The  lendefs  were  panhased  ban  as  adtriae  faoati^ 
aad  asa  new  armed. 


to  adminiater  any  oath  or  tetba  to^ny  M«oa  ot 
persons,"  do  heraoy  eertify,  that  on  the  My  of  ifai 
dau  hereof,  befoM  see  penonally  upcaicd  d» 
withia  aaned  John  Bqntfc,  George  B,  RiM,Bi4 
Vinson  Smith,  who,  being  by  me  ddy  <wom  oi 
the  HfAy  Eraafeiistsef  Almighty  Goo,  did  scrt> 
rally  and  solemaljr  depose  and  declare  as  felUnri: 

That  all  and  eiogular  the  matteis  and  thitgs 
contained  and  s^t  forth  in  the  within  MaeiP< 
sutemenu  in  writiag  (to  which  their  names  an 
sHbseiibed)  w  ia  every  rtspeet  correct,  just,  aad 
trot.  And  foiihor  they  say  not 

JOHN  SUUIRB. 
G.  R.  RICB. 
VINSON  SMITa 

Whereof  an  attestation  being  reqsired,  I  ban 
granted  ibis  under  my  notarial  Irm-and  seaL 

Done  at  tbe  cityof  New  York,  in  the  said  State 
of  New  York,  tbe  9tb  day  of  Joly,  in  tbe  yw 
18017.  M.  GEL30N,  NotargP^ 

City  ot  New  York,  «: 

John  Squire,  first  Lieutenant  and  eonmaadv 
of  the  United  States*  revenue  encter  Aodrc^" 
George  R.  Rioe  second  Lieutenant,  and  Viasm 
Smith,  mariner,  acting  aa  n>Me  of  the  sud  vcimI, 
being  duly  Bw«rn,  did  depose  and  decfaira  u  iU> 
Idw^  that  is  to  say  : 

Tliat  they  sailed,ia  their  above  respeetivfrcaptci' 
ties,  in  and  with  thcsaid  vessnl,  icon  Wasbiwua 
City,  having  on  board  as  passencer  the  Vice  rif> 
sident  of  tbe  United  States,  and  bound  for  dui 
port  of  New  York.  TbatonthedMiofJanekirt, 
at  hatf'past  four,  P.  M.,  the  said  vessel  beiafte 
under  ensy  sail,  with  the  wind  from  thesoolhwest, 
bound  aa  aforesaid^  Cape  Henry  bearing  Soadk 
about  four  miles  distant,  they  saw  four  irmed 
ships  lying  at  anchor,  at  the  distance  of  aboQt 
four  miles  and  a  half  to  tbe  southwest,  which  they 
were  informed  and  verily  believed  were  Britiu 
ships  of  war,  onder  the  eociiiMHad  of  Commodore 
Doaglas.and  belonging  to  His  BritannieMajeMjr; 
that  the  cutter  being  nearly  abreast  of  the  said 
ships,  a  gun  waa  fired  from  one  of  them,  and  thit 
immediately  thereafter  tbey  discovered  a  bsat 
from  the  said  ship  in  pursuit  of  the  cutter;  thai 
tbe  boat  continued  in  chase  of  the  cutter,  ajid  st 
about  three  miles  distant  therefrom,  a  gou  «ai 
fired  from  the  boat  towards  the  cMer,  which  these 
depoaeBts  baliave  to  be  a  swivel ;  that  the  boat 
eontinued  to  row  and  sailj  and  appeared  to  mate 
every  possible  exertion  to  oome  op  with  the  CBtt- 
ter,  and  actually  gained  on  h.er  qntil  about  six 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  they  were  within  abont «» 
mile  and  a  half  of  each  other,  and  a  breeze  spring- 
ing np^  the  boat  fired  a  swivel,  aad  soon  afierdu- 
eontianed  thepursnit  $  that  dnrta^  the  said  cbaaa 
oae  gun  besides  those  before  mentioned  was  find 
from  the  boat  and  two  guns  from  one  of  the  aid 
ships  J  that  these  deponents  verily  believe  thst 
tbe  said  armed  boat  was  in  punoft  of  tbe  ssid 
entter.  as  there  was  no  other  vessel  near  them,  aod 
that  the  pennant  of  the  said  eutter  was  flying  from 
the  Ume  the  said  amed  ships  were  wcevercd 
oatU  the  diseonUonance  <^  the  pursuit  by  thesald 
aawd  boat,  aad  that  tho  psMuuit  ia  suehas  h 
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worn  only  br  ressels  employed  m  aid  of  the  reT- 
enae  of  the  United  Stales. 

And  these  deponents  farther  say,  that  at  the 
invtnnee  and  request  of  (he  Vice  President  of  these 
Doited  States  aforesaid^  they  made  memoranda 
c^the  afor^oing  circamittDces  shortly  after  they 
had  ocearred.  JOHN  8Q.UIRB. 

G.  R.  RTCE. 
VINSON  SMITH. 

Mo.e. 

pAssAHAanoDDT,  Juw  S4, 1807. 

Dsu  Sta:  It  heiag  my  duty,  and  for  the  in- 
formaiion  of  QoTeroment,  I  enclose  an  advertise- 
ment  recently  published  at  Su  John's  New  ^tine- 
wick.  It  bas  the  appearance  and  eomplexioo  of 
•  repeiitioD  of  Mr.  G.  Leonard's  threats,  and  is 
calculated  to  interrupt  the  peaceable  intercoorat 
in  the  plaster  trade  carried  on  in  this  bar. 

Thia  eommaader,  J.  Fliotoph,  arrircd  on  th« 
vrening  af  the  5th  instant,  fifed  bie  gwu  iVDmie* 
eiKKidy,  ud  in  erery  direoticn,  eren  amosc 
Imaefl.  The  shot  is  in  my  possesuon  that  rolled 
betwea  iaaooent  children,  to  the  great  alarm  of 
the  peaceable  inhabitants  of  both  QoTenmenis 
ia  this  Tieinity. 

The  schooner  Boston,  James  Perry,  eomaurndtr, 
just  anived  from  Boston,  was  brosght  to,  baring 
leceired  a  shot  in  her  Cofemast;  botnotbeicgim 
mediately  boarded,  the  master  bore  away.  Imy- 
aelf  saw  four  shots  strike  the  water,  Ared  at  aaid 
aebooner  Boston  after  she  was  within  the  limits 
of  our  port. 

Captain  Nathan  Meryman,  of  the  sobeoner 
Riaii^  Statesman  Amerioan  vessel,  lumber  loaded, 
was  boarded  as  getting  under  way,  the  tide  being 
proper  to  prooeed  through  the  nanwwas  themaa- 
tar  iniieh  maltreated,  being  taken  and  carried  en 
board  the  armed  vessel  and  detained  a  aeaeiderable 
tim^  eo  as  to  lose  his  tide  and  tune,  greatly  to  his 
detruaent. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  this  place, 
an  much  diocked  and  uaaperated  at  such  treat- 
ment, and  have  earned  it  en  me  to  forward  this 
ateteoaent ;  are  desirous  their  application  for  some 
armed  vessels  of  the  Uaited  Slates  to  beetationed 
hare  may  be  reconsidered,  as  the  ooly  means  lo 
prevent  soeh  imperiou*  proceedings  in  fntare. 

IVitb  all  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  F.  DELESDERNIBR. 
The  Hon.  Jamsb  MAnisaH, 

Secretary  ^StaU  to  tU  United  Staiet. 

[Rttwarisd  per  Nathan  IUn«ood,in&steraf  tfaehig 
,  itf  Newtarypert,  vb  Atexaediir.] 


Transcript  from  the  Royal  Gazette  jpuldished 
at  St.  John's,  New  BrunsTWCk,  dated  Jaly  1, 1807. 
PabUeation  continued  from  the  8th  of  June  last 

His  Majesty's  abmed  ScHOONBn  Pooge, 
St.  Josh's,  June  8, 18D7. 

PoBuc  Information. 
To  prevent  asmoeh  as  possible  aoy  interruption 
being  given  to  the  carrying  trade  between  these 


provinces  and  the  United  States  of  America; 
notice  is  hereby  ^iven  to  all  concemetl,  that  any 
vessel  employed  m  conveyiog  plaster  of  Paris  and 

Sindstooes,  from  the  quarries  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
ew  Brunswick  to  the  places  of  consumption 
southward  and  westward  of  Portland,  shall  pass 
unmolnted ;  and  I  pledge  my  word  of  honor  that 
I  will  not  inienupt  them  in  their  lawful  pursuit^ 
unless  it  shall  appear  that  they  have  on  board  de- 
serters from  His  Majesty's  navy  or  army ;  the 
same  special  regard  will  be  paid  to  all  persona 
coming  within  the  description  of  fishermen.  Anl 
to  discourage  and  punish  all  those  eoDoeroed  in 
illicit  traffic,  I  am  determined  to  treat  with  the 
utmost  severity  such  as  are  foaod  delivering  their 
cargoes  into  American  vessels  in  the  Bay  oTPo»- 
samaquoddy  or  its  neighborhood,  or  who  may 
clandestiDefy  introduce  any  articles  into  eithar 
pravince  contrary  to  law. 

J.  FLINTOPH, 
lAeutmatU  Commanding, 

D«oi.nT  lBi.ur^  (BasTPoaT,) 

DsAB  8m :  From  ycnr  desire,  whiht  at  mf 
house  last  evening,  to  give  a  statement  of  the  pro* 
eeediogs  relative  to  the  pirate  which  laid  ofTFrien 
Head  on  day  before  yesterday,  as  far  as  I  was  ae- 
qnainted,  I  wit),  as  fhr  as  my  memory,  relate.  On 
the  morning  of  that  day,  (it  being  the  7tb  instant,) 
Mr.  Graves  came  from  Mr.  Rice's  and  informed 
me,  that  the  same  vessel  (as  he  supposed)  that 
bad  committed  depredations  at  this  place  some 
weeks  past,  had  sent  anarmed  boat  the  past  night 
and  taken  an  American  sehooDer,  commanded_bT 
Captain  Hewes,  from  Mr.  Rice^  island,  which 
proubly  might  as  she  Hien  lay,  hare  toiled  in  an 
Bs  to  have  tenehed  the  wharf;  and  likewise  had 
taken  eaptahi  Yotkan-AmerieaD,  out  of  his  cabin, 
on  board  hli  own  Tcasd;  that  Captain  York  and 
Captain  Hewes,  with  his  crew  and  a  number  of 
American  eitizens,  were  confined  on  board  the 
said  pirate,  and  that  Hr.  Rfce  had  gone  to  inform 
you  of  the  proceedings,  being  much  alarmed  from 
such  eoaduet  not  having  anything  to  justify  it. 
I  immediat^y  went  to  Mr.  Rice's  island  to  get 
more  infbrmatton ;  there  I  observed  that  captain 
York's  vessel  lay  so  bear  the  shore,  that  at  low 
water  and  the  wind  blowing  on,  I  suppose  thalt 
fan-  sterntnust  have  touched  the  shore,  aod  from 
whence  I  was  informed  he  was  taken.   On  Mr. 
Rice's  return,  being  informed  th«t  ym  were  to 
be  there  soon,  I  waited ■  until  aboMMf  flood; 
hefbia  this,  Meiara.  Deater,  Allen,  Joy,  and  others 
who  had  relationa  on  board,  jeama  ihera  with 
hopes  to  get  them  liberated.  Fearful  that  some 
accident  might  prevent  700  from  getting  over 
soon  enough  to  see  what  ootttd  be  done,  and 
a  probability  of  a  wind  for  them  to  go  out,  and 
from  conjectures  that  she  was  a  press  vessel, 
and  khowiog  a  number  taken  who  bad  nt>  pro- 
tections, (bemg  landsmen,)  I  condnded  to  go  on 
board  in  a  birch  canoe  alone,  with  such  docQ> 
raents  as  to  prove  that  I  was  a  public  officer  of  the 
Commonwealth,  expecting  to  get  euch  aa  I  knew 
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to  be  citizens  of  our  country  liberated.  For  this 
purpose  I  was  put  home  bjr  those  who  were  most 
interested;  the  boat,  after  landing  me,  crossed 
over  towards  the  narrows,  with  expectations,  as 
I  understood,  to  land  and  go  down  to  see  the  offi- 
cers on  Campo  Betlo,  who  were  acquainted  with 
those  who  were  in  confinement,  that  from  a  re- 
presentation there  was  another  possibilit?  for 
releasement.  Prerions  to  this,  a  bMt  passed  with 
fire  CD  board,  a*  I  discovered  with  my  glass, 
which  appeared  to  hare  come  from  Moose  island, 
and  were  passing  towards  Campo  Bello;  this 
boat  was  fired  at,  and  went  on  board,  and  soon 
after  left  the  ressel  with  fire.  While  I  was  pre- 
pariog  to  go  on  board,  I  heard  the  discbarge  of  a 
cannon ;  fimmediately  went  out  and  discovered 
the  revenue  colors  in  the  boat  in  which  yon  was 
ia,  about  one-third  from  Moose  island,  aiming 
directly  for  this  island,  and,  as  I  supposed,  three 
quarters  or  oue  mile  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates;  the  smoke  of  this  discharge  appeared 
to  be  aimed  for  yon.  While  observing  this,  (being 
on  the  southeast  point  of  this  island)  and  I  sup- 
pose a  little  more  than  a  mile  from  the  said  pirate, 
another  baonon  was  discharged,  I  suppose  at  you ; 
I  beard  a  ball  very  distinctly  pass,  In  about  the 
elevation  of  twenty  degrees  from  me  i  this  ball  I 
suppose  I  beard  strike,  out  did  not  see  it.  Sup- 
posing from  your  being  on  your  lawful  employ- 
ment, within  our  own  waters,  you  would  be  sunk 
before  you  would  be  forced  on  board,  I  imme- 
diately directed  my  family  to  be  on  their  guard, 
as  I  expected  you  would  pass  my  house.  Just  on 
my  going  out,  I  observed  another  discharge  I 
supposed  aimed  at  fou ;  I  did  not  hear  the  ball 
from  this,  but  was  mformed  by  others  who  I  be- 
lieve, that  balls  were  fired  everjr  time,  and  am 
informed  that  one  struck  this  island.  In  the 
course  of  this  time  the  boat  which  landed  me  was 
fired  at  with  a  swivel,  four  balls  were  observed 
by  them  to  strike  the  water,  and  some  near  the 
boat  I  judged  this  boat  to  be  as  one  quarter  of  a 
mile  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  Be- 
fore this,  I  observed  a  person,  who  since  I  have 
heard  was  Doctor  Edwards,  coming  from  Moose 
island  aad  bound  up  Soward*s  hay ;  threa  mus- 
ket shots  I  saw  fired  towards  hiin,  and  he  wais 
aAer  hard  labor,  forced  on  board.  Id  all  this 
time  I  did  not  see  the  least  appearance  of  a  fiag  dis- 
l^yedj  which  makes  me  give  ibera  the  appella- 
tioQ  or  pirates.  What  I  have  here  stated,  I  am 
willing  to  go  before  the  proper  authority  of  our 
country,  and  testify  to. 

1  am^  dear  sir,  rctf  raapeetfnlly,  yuan, 

WILLUMALLSN. 
L.  F.  DauaDBBNUB,  Esq. 


DiariioT  or  PASSAHAauonr, 

Jtdy  14, 1807. 
CoMTiMtiATioii,  suting  the  conduct  of  J.  Flin- 
toph,  commaader  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  arm- 
ed schooner  the  Fogge. 
On  the  6th  instant,  in  the  evening  late,  the 
agftin  DUtde  her  appearance  m  this  bay, 


and  immediately  under  her  sans,  boarded  and 
removed  two  American  vessels,  and  took  out  of 
another  the  master  and  two  hands:  also,  by  after 
information,  vexed  two  others;  one  was  fired 
upon,  several  shot  cut  her  riegiog  and  saiU,ex- 
amined  and  dismissed;  the  other  was  taken,  crew 
removed  on  board  the  armed  vessels,  manned  and 
brought  back  under  her  guns,  as  mvf  fartliet 
appear  by  the  list  herewith,  and  deposiuons  fioa 
No.  1  to  8. 

Nabbation.  On  the  Tth  insUnt,  early,  bdif 
informed  of  the  foregoing  circumstances,  1  en* 
barked  in  the  revenue  boat,  accompanied  byier- 
era!  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Moose  bUi^ 
and  proceeded  to  the  southerly  part  of  the  port; 
we  saw  three  canoon  fired  ahead  of  the  nvcise 
boat ;  Judge  Lineola's  boat  having  pot  off  a  litdi 
before  us,  uaving  two  women  and  a  ehHd,  wiik 
other  passeogers;  the  three  shot  jnst  meatioMd 
were  ared  at  her.  The  revenue  boat  proceeded 
on,  round  eastward  of  Dudley  Island  to  Rice*! 
(or  Fred  Isle.) .  I  was  surprised  we  had  not  bees 
fired  upon,  when  we  learnt  every  boat  that  'passed 
in  Mffbt  of  the  vessel  bad  been  brooght  to  and 
forced  alongside.  I  felt  conviction  that  an  iBle^ 
view  with  Ine  eommaoder  was  indispensable;  bit 
judged  it  imprudence  to  board  in  loreigD  juris- 
diction, in  my  own  boat,  and  un introduced.  I 
proceeded  to  Snog  Gove  on  the  Island  of  Caaipo 
Bello ;  here  I  saw  several  which  had  beea  ta 
board  and  win  dismissed,  who  stated  that  a  I3lk 
earronade  had  been  loaded  and  repeatedly  ordered 
to  be  fired  into  the  revenue  boat.  A  Britiui  gnlh- 
man  who  had  also  been  on  board,  observed,  thii 
oommander  acted  like  one  insane  or  mad. 

Having  met  with  Colonel  Thomas  Wyeo,  (> 
judge  of  the  bench  for  the  county  of  Charlott^ 
and  having  aeqoainted  him  with  my  object  of  ■•• 
questing  his  iotrodnetion,  he  nnhesitaiiogly  look 
me  in  his  boat,  and  repaired  alongside  this  snned 
vessel,  where  after  a  guard  being  placed  over  ibc 
boat,  to  prevent  all  intercourse  between  the  tmA 
and  boat,  I  was  admitted  on  deck  aad  bdov- 
Previously,  and  with  mneb  irvitation,  the  eos- 
mander  peremptorilv  rejected  any  less  dcaiaid 
or  explaoatien  relating  to  the  prewnt  sitvatiot 
of  the  vessels  in  his  custodv,  which  I  desired  n 
present,  make,  and  require ;  nit  the  genersi 
servation  mad«  was  breach  of  treaties,  eocroacb- 
meut  of  territory,  and  illicit  trade. 

I  took  the  liberty  to  expostubrtc  as  to  his  ftrit| 
shot,  without  his  jurisdictim,  bat  in  vain;  bt 
should  fire  as  <rften,  when  and  where  he  pl<»sd; 
got  so  petulant  as  to  be  rude,  and  use  illibenl 
langnage ;  ordered  Cobnal  Wyen  iwMditnIr 
over  the  side  into  bis  boat,  repeaiadly.  I  was 
mitted  to  retire  with  a  little  more  gentleness;  I 
was  glad  to  withdraw  from  such  imperioosaeo- 
Shortly  after  1  got  on  shore,  he  dismissed  one 
vessel,  and  the  master  of  the  sloop,  and  bis  t«* 
people,  as  per  list. 

The  same  afternoon  he  fell  down  the  tide,  sad 
went  eastward  with  the  other. 
A  true  report 

L.  P.  DELESDERNEER- 
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CouuBCTOfi's  OrriOK, 
Passamacuioddt,  Sept.  1, 1807. 

Sib:  Sioee  my Iwt,  of  Jt^  tbe  15tb,  statinc  (he 
coadnct  of  John  Flintoph,  Lieutenant  and  Cohh 
manderof  His  Briuonie  Ma jetty'sernwd  schooner 
tbe  Poffe,{or  Progni,)  accompanied  wiih  sundry 
dapoaitHms,  dec  in  ooniinoatlon,  I  take  the  Uberty 
fo  state,  for  the  farther  iaformation  of  Oorern- 
ment,  some  sahseqaent  oeeurrences  relatiDg  to  a 
proceeding  from  these  transactions. 

Tbe  schooner  Harmony,  of  Islesborough,  PaoH 
Heves,  master  and  owner,  which  was  tben  cap- 
inred  and  carried  into  Sl  Johuii,  New  Bruo&wick, 
for  fdjudicatioD,  has  undergone  a  rigorous  trial, 
tbrouffh  the  Court  of  Vice  Admiralty,  is  now  re- 
tamed  by  a  decree  of  restoration,  as  may  be  more 
fvlWj  understood  by  examining  tbe  file  of  docu- 
ments iccompanying  this  communication,  and 
Were  deposited  at  this  office  with  earnest  request 
tbonld  be  forthwith  forwarded,  togetber  withuap- 
utin  P.  Hewes's  memorial,  protest, letter  flrom  his 
coonsel,  and  an  estimate  of  damages  for  costs  and 
detention,  sostained  br  ibis  defeMsnt  and  ebim- 
aot,  in  the  prioress  of  tbe  bnsiness,  to  wblcb  he 
solicits  humbly,  due  attention  and  relief. 

The  other  resseL  also  carried  into  St.  John's 
with  tbe  aboTe,  to  wit:  tbe  schooner  Nabby,  of 
Bastport,  John  jPace.  master  and  owner,  burden 
aboat  twenty-one  tons,  licensed  to  carry  on  tbe 
cod  fishery,  and  employed  in  importing  plaster 
of  Paris,  by  permit  to  touch  and  trade,  has  been 
eondembed  at  tbeir  court,  sold  al  public  rendue 
for  sixty  dollars.  The  owner  was  so  indigent, 
as  Dot  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  buy  her  in,  and 
the  probability  is  she  will  be  burnt — the  proceed- 
ing in  such  caws. 

I  take  tbe  libertr  to  suggest,  would  it  not  be 

{'odicioiu,  as  soon  as  feasible,  to  hare  the  boundary 
hw  from  tbe  month  of  tbe  St.  Croix  into  tbe  Bay 
of  Fnady.definitirely  aseeruined,  and  permanent- 
ly fixed.  There  ua  gap. tbrongh  which  all  the  wild 
ereaiaree  come  in  and  commit  depredations  on 
oar  peaceable  and  unsuspecting  citizens,  and 
atarm  nsin  our  most  retired  moments  of  rest; 
not  only  threatening  desirtictioO}  but  actually 
throwing  shot  among  uno&nding  individuals  of 
CTcry  sex  and  age,  passing  and  repassing  in  their 
domestic  occupations,  within  (be  limits  of  their 
oir»  peaceable  Ctoreramcot.  This  I  experienced 
amoii^  others,  and  narrowly  eseaped-beiog  in  the 
rerenue  boat;  a  gun  was  loaded  and  repeatedly 
ordered  to  be  fired  into  the  boat  but  tbe  dispeo- 
•ation  of  Dirine  Proridenoe,  1  presume,  tnter- 
poeed. 

I  reiiret  mach  that  I  have  to  make  such  obser- 
wiaM,  u  iratl  as  to  find  that  tbe  imperioosness 
9t  tbe  British  nanl  commanden  is  so  cerres- 
poadeftt  on  all  our  extensive  seaeoast. 

With  sentimettu  of  bigbest  esteem,  I  hare  the 
homn^t  Ac. 

L.  F.  DELBSDfiRNIBR, 
CoUmtor^  Pamamaqaotldy. 
Hon.  Jahii  Mabi80H,  SwrOary  iff  Slate. 

X.  B.  See  deposition  No.  6,  formerly  fpr> 
warded. 


Onat  Britain. 


No.  7. 

HAHPTOif,  July  11, 1807. 
S[R :  Yesterday  I  applied  to  the  proper  au- 
thority in  this  place,  for  permission  to  send  to 
Commodore  Douglas  a  letter^  (which  was  at  the 
same  time  submitted  to  their  inspection,)  tbe  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  obtain  a  copy  of  Vice  Ad- 
miral Berkeley's  order  respecting  deserters,  and 
under  which  the  Leopard  acted.  The  result  en- 
ables me  to  forward  you  &u  exaet  copy. 
I  hare  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  BARRON. 

Hon.  James  MADiaoii* 
Bjf  ike  homrabU  Creort*  Cram^dd  BeiiuUy, 
Vice  Admiral  of  the  White,  tnd  CommsBderjil-CUaf 
of  His  Msjesly's  ships  sod  ressels,  emdhfjed  in  the 
riTer  St.  Lftwreooe,  along  the  coast  of  Nora  8coti% 
the  Island  of  St.  John  and  Cum  Breton,  tbe  Bi^'  <tf 
Fuody,  and  at  and  about  the  ulsnd  of  Bermods,  ev 
Somen'  Uaads: 

Whereas  many  seamen,  snbjeetaof  His  Britan- 
nifl  Majesty,  and  serrin^  in  hii  Majesty's  ships 
and  reasels,  as  per  margin,*  while  at  anchor  m 
the  Chesapeakej  deserted  and  entered  aboard  the 
United  States  frigate  tbe  Chesapeake,  and  openly 
paraded  tbe  streets  of  Norfolk,  in  sight  of  theit 
officers,  under  the  American  flag,  protected  by 
the  magistrates  of  tbe  town,  and  the  recruiting 
officer  Monging  to  the  abore  mentioned  Amer- 
ican frigate ;  which  magistrate  and  naral  officer 
refused  giring  them  up,  although  demaiuied  by 
HisBritanic  Majesty's  Consul, as  wellMthe  cap- 
tains of  the  riiips  from  which  the  said  men  had 
deserted ,  tbe  captains  and  commanders  of  Hia 
Majesty's  ships  and  ressels  under  my  command 
are  therefore,  hereby  required  and  directed.,  in 
case  of  meeting  with  the  American  frigate  Ches- 
apeake^ at  sea, and  without  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  to  show  to  the  captain  of  her  this 
order,  and  to  require  to  search  bis  ship  for  tbe 
deserters  from  the  before  mentioned  ships,  and 
to  proceed  and  search  for  the  same;  and  if  a 
similar  demand  should  be  made  by  the  Amerieaa 
be  is  permitted  to  search  for  deserters  from  theii 
serrice,  according  to  the  customs  and  usage  of 
oiriliced  nations,  on  terms  of  peace  and  amity 
with  each  other. 

Qireo  under  my  band,  at  Halifax,  Nora  Scotia, 
the  first  day  of  Jane,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred 
and  seren. 

aC.BBRKBLBY. 

To  the  respeetive  Captains  and  Commanders  of 
His  Majesty's  ships  and  ressels  on  tbe  North 
Amerieaa  Siation. 

No.  8. 

Statb  or  Mabtlaro,  Alleghany  county,  u : 

Upton  Bruce,  being  duly  sworn  on  tbe  Holy 
Braogelistsof  Almighty  Qod,deposeth  and  saith, 
that,  among  the  serrante  belonging  to  his  fiither 
(Norman  Bruce,)  is  a  female  alare  named.  Pbiiia, 

*Bellttsle,  Bellona,  Triumph,  Chicbsster,  Hali&x 
Zenobia,  (cutter.) 

Digitized  DyGoOQle 


ana 


BeUaimuwtk  €hmt  SrAoAk 


a  dark  malatto;  tbat,  at  an  early  age,  she  became 
the  mother  of  two  ohildreD,  as  was  universally 
admitted,  bjr  a  white  maa  nained  Andrew  Ware. 
This  fact  was  berer  quesiioaed,  and  Ware  him- 
self nerer,  to  my  knowledge,  denied  it.  The 
childreo  passed  for,  and  were  admitted  to  be  his, 
i^d  assoroed  his  name ;  one  was  a  boy,  and  being 
myself  older  than  either  of  them,  and  bronght  up 
as  it  were  in  the  same  family,  Dothiog  like  doubt 
rests  upon  my  mind  as  to  his  birth  and  parentage* 
I  am  as  well  assured  of  it  as  I  can  be  gf  any  fact 
of  the  kind,  and  no  one  that  1  beard  ever  pre- 
sumed to  suppose  otherwise.  This  hoy  was  raised 
ujwD  my  fatner's  farm,  on  Pipe  Creek,  at  the 
mills  itt  Freiferitik  eouniy,  and  wiu  the  child  of 
a  slave,  ms  reared  witn  tbe  «kildmi  of  other 
ahma,  aad  stood  npoti  the  same  footing.  His 
mother  is  still  Hiring ;  she  it  was  that  nursed  blm 
Id  bis  infancy,  and  she  he  considered,  acknowl- 
edged, and  treated  as  his  mother.  When  I  en- 
gaged in  the  management  of  my  father^i  prop- 
erty, n^ich  I  did  on  reaching  the  years  of  man- 
hood, this  bov  was  then  about  twelve  or  foarteen 
years  old,  aad  he  remained  along  with  the  other 
sarvaau  until  about  the  age  of  twenty,  wheo,  in 
consideraiioD  of  tiie  color,  the  regard  I  had  for  his 
fiither  (then  dead,)  and  the  desire  expressed  by 
dwt  Acher  to  have  these  children  liberated,  this 
boy  was  suffered  to  go  at  large;  be  promising  to 
make  some  compensation,  which  never  has  been 
done.  After  leaving  me,  he  was  working  about 
tbe  coootry  some  few  yean,  employed  sometimes 
as  wagoner,  iMvimt  ■  team  to  md  from  Balti- 
more,  until  at  length  I  Imroed  be  entered  on  board 
some  vessel  and  bad  gone  tosea;  and  this  life,  I 
had  rmoa  to  believe,  be  persevered  in,  until,  for 
some  time  past,  bearing  nothing  of  Mm,  I  sopposed 
it  probaUe  be  might  be  dead.  His  appearance 
may  have  ehanged  since  1  last  knew  Mm  j  he  then 
had  bis  growth  in  heieht,  and  was,  as  near  as  I 
eonid  now  guess,  about  five  feet  six  or  seven  laches 
high,  of  a  slender  mdke,  a  thin  foot,  and  he  bent 
or  stood  rather  back  upon  his  hams;  his  face 
somewhat  round,  a  nose  not  lawe,  lips  not  thiok, 
and  a  chin  rather  small ;  bia  cdor  was  swarthy 
or  ivdiaD4ike,  remarkably  bright  though  for  a 
moktto,  and  would  pass  for  somethiug  nearer 
white ;  his  hair  was  of  a  darkish  color,  inclined 
to  curl,  wbiek  ha  sometimes  kept  tied ;  and  which, 
upon  inqwetionf  would  show  to  be  diflerent  from 
the  hair  of  a  white  man,  and  yet  far  removed  from 
dielroolof  an  African.  He  went  by  the  name 
of  Romulus,  aad  iS|,  I  should  imagine,  now  abooi 
the  age  of  twenty-eigbt  or  thirty. 

UPTON  BRUCE. 
Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  for  Alleghany  eoonty,  this  eighteenth 
of -July,  eighteen  bundred  and  seven. 

THOMAS  THISTLE. 

Statb  of  MAETLSKn,  AUeghanp  cowtfy,  tovdt: 
I  hereby  certify,  tbat  Thomas  Thistle,  Bsqnire, 
before  whom  the  foregoing  deposition  appears  to 
have  been  made,  and  who  has  thereto  subscribed 
his  uua^  waS)  at  the  time  of  taking  and  s^ing 


the  same,  one  of  the  8laie  of  Maryland  justiMi 
of  ibe  peace  in  and  for  AUeghauy  county  afotS' 
said,  duly  commisaioiMd  and  sworn,  and  to  all  hii 
acts,  assuoh,  dae  faith  aad  credit  is  and  oo^ls 
be  given,  as  well  in  courts  of  jastice  as  thetsoat 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  sabstriM 
my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  AllcghaareDnfr- 
ty  court,  this  eightesoth  day  of  July,  in  tneTcu^ 
of  our  Lord,  eignteen  hundred  aad  seven, sod  Iks' 
thirty-second  year  of  the  independcnee  sf  l3m 
United  BtMes  of  Aoaeriea. 

JOHN  LYNN,  Oerk^Aikgkmifn, 

State  of  Maryland,  AlUgJuaq/  county,  n: 

William  McNair,  being  duly  swora  on  the  Hol| 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  deposethandssit^ 
it  is  about  twelve  years  ago,  when  he  was  em- 
idoyed  as  an  overseer  by  Upton  Bruce,  sod  of 
Norman  Bruce,  who  then  lived  with  his  fatbet  ob 
the  farm  at  Pipe  Creek,  of  which  he  then  bad  the 
management,  his  father  giving  it  into  his  bsiuli, 
and  that  among  the  lads  under  his  direction  wis 
one  of  a  very  briffht  color,  like  a  very  dark  whiti 
man,  and  plain^  showed  the  mixture,  and  u 
desceading  from  black  and  white  parenu;  iku 
among  the  female  slaves  was  one  called  Philii^ 
who  acknowledged  this  boy  as  her  child,  and  os 
doubt  could  be  of  thefaet,  and  was  so  unireruUr 
koowQ  by  the  whole  family  and  neighborfaooo. 
His  mother  was  a  dark  mulatto,  and  his  fstho, 
as  wa5  welt  understood,  was  Anarew  Ware,  wIm 
I  knew  well.  This  boy  was  as  much  a  slaie  to 
Mr.  Bruce  as  any  other  he  hadt  and  no  doubt  to 
suggested  to  the  contrary  that  ever  I  heard,  dm 
was  bis  origin  or  birth  questioned ;  that  he  1^ 
guess,  five  feet  seven  inches  high,  rather  tleotler 
made,  his  hair  rather  curly,  and  his  age,  to  lbs 
best  of  the  *deponent*s  knowledge,  is  now  tbout 
thirty  years;  that  be  understood  he  made  unbi 
agreeoient  With  his  master,  by  which  he  wss 
fered  to  go  at  large;  and  tbe  last  time  thu  depo- 
nent recollects  to  have  seen  him,  was  driring  t 
team  on  the  Baltimore  road»  between  six  and  seraa 
years  ago;  that  he  then  passed  by  the  name  si 
Romulus,  and  this  deponent  tmdeiatoed  he  ste- 
wards took  to  the  sea. 

WILLIAM  McNAlR. 

The  within  sworn  to  <bis  17(h 
1807,  before  me,  one  of  the  jostiMB  i 
Oir  AUeghany  coontv  aforesaid. 

ANDItaWBROCB. 


day-af  JalT) 
t  of  tbe  fssit 


I  hereby  certify,  that  Aadrew  Broee,  E«rwe» 
before -whom  the  a«>ositioas  hereto  annexsa  ^ 
pear  to  have  been,  taken,  and  who  has  theraiesa^ 
acribnl  his  nam,  was,  at  the  time  of  takingw 
signing  the  same,  one  of  the  State  of  hUifmm 
justices  of  the  peace,  ia  and  for  Alleghany  county 
aforesaid,  duly  oeolmiasioaed  and  sworp,  sad  to 
all  bia  acts,  as  sueb,  dnefisith  and  credit  is  sad 
ought  to  be  given  as  well  in  courts  of  justice  ss 
thereout. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  snbseriMO 
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Bf  mm*,  and  affixed  tbeseal  orAUejrhaBTOODO- 
lycoart,  this  eigbuenth  day  of  Jutf,  in  the  rrar 
or  ottr  Lovd  eigbteM  handreil  aa<l  utrm,  and  tb« 
•fcirty-aacottd  ytar  «f  the  iadepeddenee  of  ibe 
IJirilcd  Statea  of  America. 

JOHN  hYm.a^kvfAlieghamtco. 

Sta-tb  09  MaRYLARD,  AUeghony  oountj/,»g: 

Sarah  Lewi^  beiof  duly  sworD  on  ihft  Holy 
BTangetists  of  Almighty  God,  deposeth  and  saith. 
tbatabe  lived  many  years  in  Frederick  coaDty,of 
this  State;  that  she  lived  in  the  neiehborhood  of 
Norman  Brace's  family,  was  Well  acqaainted 
there,  liad  that  among  his  serTants  she  well  recol- 
Iceu  baTiDg  noticed  «  Terr  bright  malatlff  child, 
ftpproacbiDg  neartfr  to  Vbitie  than  any  mulatto 
•ae  erer  saw;  thai,  at  the  thde  she  first  noticed 
this  ehUd^  he  was  ebirat  four  or  fire  yvars  did ; 
that  hia  birth  or  origin  she  nerer  heard  doubted; 
his  being  the  child  of  Pbillis,  a  dark  mulatto  wo- 
man, (sure  to  Norman  Bruce,  who  lived  on  Pipe 
Creek,)  by  Andrew  Ware,  a  white  man;  that  she 
kaew  the  said  child  from  tfaait  tinle  until  it  grew 
and  reached  near  the  age  of  twenty ;  that  dur- 
ing that  time  he  remained  in  the  family  of  the 
said  Brace  as  his  slare,  upon  the  same  footing 
and  treated  as  his  other  slaves ;  that  when  lie 
grew  up  he  was  not  a  large  man,  being  spare ;  a 
round  or  flattish  faee;  that  he  must  nowMabout 
tbirty  years  of  ace  or  upwards;  thftt  then  he 
passed  and  was  culed  by  the  name  of  RomulaKj 
that  his  mother  had  a  daughter  by  the  same  fa- 
ther, as  was  aekaowtedged,  and  as  ameared  from 
her  color  aod  resemblance  to  ber  orother.  He 
Idk  the  serfiee  of  his  master  by  bis  permiB«loo,or 
some  agresmeat,  I  supposej  avfil,  as  I  uadersteod^ 
afterwaids  went  to  sea. 

SARAH  LEWIS,  her  m  mark. 

Sworn  to  this  17th  dar  of  July,  1807.  before 
ne,  one  of  the  jnsiieei  of  ute  peace  for  Alleghuy 
eouaty  aforesaid. 

B-TATB  OP  Mabtlano,  ABeghoJty  county,  to  leit : 

IViltiam  Brace,  being  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evan- 
gelt»u  <tf  Almighty  GoJ,  deposeth  and  sattb,  that 
about  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  went  to  Fred- 
erick county,  and  lived  with  his  uncl^  Norman 
Bruce,  on  Pipe  Creek,  for  several  years,  going 
occasionally  to  school ;  that,  among  the  other 
servants,  he  w^U  remembers  a  remarkably  bright 
mulatto  boy,  or  he  mieht  pass  for  a  very  dark, 
swttrthy  white  one.  This  boy,  1  always  undeN 
atood^  was  the  son  of  a  slave,  named  Phittis,  by 
a  while  man  called  Andrew  Ware.  I  have  never 
heferd  to  the  contrary,  nor  can  I  doubt  it,  the 
boy  acknowledging  this  Phillls  as  his  mother, 
and  she  receiving  him  as  her  child,  and  it  was  so 
admitted  and  understood  by  the  whole  family  and 
iteighboihood.  t  knew  this  boy  for  several  years 
afterwardu,  and  until  be  grew  up.  He  was  in 
beioikC  about  five  feet  five  or  six  inehes,  his  hair 
dara  mad  somewhat  curly,  and  his  make  thin. 
He  went  by  the  name  of  Romulus^  and  I  know  1 
of  BO  pavtiMilat  maik  to  disiaDgaieh-hiDkexoifi| 
10th  CoH.  l8t  Sxss.— 73 


a  scar  on  oae  of  hie  thumbs,  I  think  ocearioned 
by  a  bite  in  some  fight  be  had ;  and  is  now,  I  sa|^ 
pose,  about  twenty-eight  or  thirty  yean  of  aga. 
And  farther  this  deponent  saiih  not. 

WILLIAM  BRUCE. 

Sworn  Bad  subscribed  to,  this  18th  day  of  July, 
1807,  before  OEOROE  RIZER. 

Statc  op  BfABTiiAiii^  Alleghany  countj/,  to  wU: 
1  hereby  certify,  thai  Qaorge  Riz«,  Esqvin, 
before  whom  the  within  depesilion  appears  lo 
have  been  made,  and  who  has  sabsciribed  bis  name 
thereto,  was,  at  the  time  of  so  doing,  rae  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  justices  o(  the  peace,  ia  and 
Set  Alleghany  county  aforesaid,  aaly  commi»- 
stoned  and  sworn,  and  to  all  his  acts,  as  soeh,  due 
fiiith  and  credit  is  and  ought  to  be  givn,  as  wctt 
ia  eoartf  of  juatiee  as  thereout. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereto  subscrthad 
my  name,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  Alleghany  coiuk- 
ty  eourt,  this  18th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  ow 
Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  seven,  and  thirty- 
seeond  year  of  the  iadepeadeaes  m  the  United 
States  of  America. 

JOHN  LYNN,  OerJt,  f  & 

The  deposition  of  Gh:eenbury  Oriffin,  of  Talbot 
couQty,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  aged  aboot 
thirty-seven  years,  taken  before  William  Liodsey, 
gentleman,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for 
Hueen  Aooe's  county,  duly  commissioned  aod 
qualified  as  such,  this  4th  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven,  sailb,  that  John  Strahan,  or  Strawban,  the 
son  of  Samuel  Strawhao,  of  ^een  Anne's  conn- 
tv,  and  State  of  Maryland,  was  bound  to  lum  to 
the  sea-service,  about  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  two,  (as  the  indenture  will  show,  which  wiU 
be  procured  as  part  of  this  deponent's  inform*- 
tioQ ;)  that  the  said  John  left  the  said  Greeobury 
about  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  four,  at  Nor> 
folk;  at  thts  time  he  was  sailing  with  a  certain 
Captain  John  Kemp^  from  Trinidad  to  Norfolk 
aforesaid ;  that  this  deponent  has  not  seen  the  said 
John  Strahan  since;  that  the  said  John  Strahan 
has  a  light  sandy  complexion,  and  looks  older 
than  he  really  is^  and  is  a  pretty  well  made  man. 

Swora  to  before  me  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

WILLIAM  UNDSEY. 

State  of  Marylano.  Queen  Anne?» couftfy,  tovif: 

I  do  hereby  certify  all  whom  it  doth  or  may  con- 
cern, that  Wm.  Lindsey,  gentleman,  before  whom 
the  withki  deposition'  appears  to  have  been  taken, 
and  who  hath  subscribed  his  name,  was,  at  the 
(isae  of  so  dohig,  and  still  is,  one  <^  the  jostiocs  of 
the  peace  of  the  State  of  Maryland  in  and  for  the 
floanty  aforesaid,  duly  commissiotied  and  sworn, 
and  to  all  acts  done  by  him  as  such,  due  faith  and 
credit  »,  and  oaght  to  be  given,  as  well  in  courts 
of  justice  as  thereout. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  sub- 
s^ih^  my  nams^  aad  affixed  the  public  seal  of 
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Belatiatu  wUh  Ortat  BrUaiA, 


nj  ttid  office,  this  sixth  dav  of  Adgwt,  aano 
Domini  eigbleen  bnndred  and  Mveo. 

SAMUEL  T.  WRIGHT, 
CXerfc  of  Queen  Jmu'c  coimli/  couri. 

This  indentare,  made  the  20tb  day  of  March, 
in  the  vear  of  our  Lord  1802,  witnesseth  that  John 
StrawDan,  of  Q-ueeo  Anne's  coanty.  a|;ed  seven- 
teen years  and  ten  months,  bath,  of  his  own  free 
and  Tolantary  will,  placed  and  bound  himself  ap- 
prentice unto  Oreoibury  Griffin,  of  Talbot  county, 
vatennao,  to  learn  the  said  trade,  mystery,  or 
oecupatioa  of  a  waterman,  which  he,  the  said 
Gheenbory  Griffin,  now  usetfa,  and  with  bim  as 
•D  appreotiee  to  dwell,  continue,  and  serve  from 
die  day  of  the  date  hereof,  unto  the  full  end  and 
term  of  three  years  and  two  months,  from  theooe 
next  ensuing,  and  fully  to  becompleted  and  ended, 
daring  all  which  term  of  three  years  and  two 
months,  the  said  apprentice  his  said  master  well 
ud  faithfully  shall  serve,  his  secrets  keep,  his  law- 
ful commands  gladly  do  and  obey,  hurt  to  bis  said 
master  be  shall  not  do,  nor  wiirulfy  suffer  to  bedone 
by  others,  but  of  the  same,  to  the  uimost  of  his  pow- 
er, shall  forthwith  give  notice  to  his  said  master; 
the  goods  his  said  master  he  shall  not  embezzle 
nor  waste}  nor  them  lead  without  his  consent,  to 
any  J  at  cards,  dice,  or  any  other  unlawful  games 
he  shall  not  play ;  taverns  or  ale-houses  he  shall 
not  frequent;  fornication  he  shall  not  commit; 
matrimony  he  shall  not  contract;  from  the  ser- 
vice of  his  said  master  be  shall  not  at  any  time 
depart  or  absent  himself  without  bis  said  master's 
leave,  but  in  all  things,  as  a  good  and  faithful  ap- 
prentice, shall  and  will  demean  and  behave  him- 
self towards  his  said  master  and  all  his,  during 
the  said  term :  and  the  said  master,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  sum  of  ihiriy  poutids  of  lawful  money 
of  Maryland,  to  him  in  hand  paid  by  hts  said  ap- 
prentice, in  toe  said  trade,  mystery,  or  occapatioo 
of  a  waterman,  which  he  now  useth,  with  all 
Ihin^  thereunto  belonging,  shall  and  will  teach, 
instmet,  or  cause  to  be  well  and  sufficiently  taaght 
and  instraeted,  after  the  best  way  and  manner  he 
can,  and  shall  and  will  also  find  and  allow  unto 
his  said  apprentice  meat,  drink,  washing,  lodging, 
and  wearing  apparel,  and  all  other  necessaries  fit 
and  convenient  for  such  an  apprentice;  and  also 
the  said  master  is  to  give  nnto  the  said  apprentice 
six  months'  schooling,  within  the  said  term.  In 
witness  whereof,  either  of  the  parlies  have  here- 
unto set  their  bands  the  day  and  year  within 
written. 

JOHN  STRAWHAN. 
GREENBURY  GRIFFIN. 

Witnesses:  John  Merohant,  Thomaa Lambdin, 
John  McDeoiet. 

Received  21st  March,  1802.  Id  Orphans' cotut, 
Ami!  13th,  1802. 

The  within  indenture  was  examined  and  »jh 
|»ored.   Certified  per, 

J.  PRICE,  Regi^erqf  WOb. 

Talbot  Codwtt,  m; 
In  testimony  that  the  within  is  truly  copied 


from  liber  J.  P;No.'A.  Mios  347  and  24ft,  oaesf 
the  record  books  belonging  to  my  o&ee,  I  btn 
hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  my  iA« 
affixed,  this  twnty-first  day  of  August,  Asm 
Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  seven. 

Teat :         J.  PRICE}  JRegmer  of  mUi. 

The  deposition  of  James  Roe  Pratt,  of  Q,vm 
Anne's  county,  and  State  of  M»yund,  tfti 
about  forty-fire  years,  taken  beftwe  William  Lui4- 
sey,  ffenileman,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
for  the  said  county,  duly  commissioned, and  quil- 
fied  as  such,  this  fourth  day  of  Auaust,  in  the 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  seven,  saitn  that  he  ii 
well  acquainted  with  Samuel  Strahao  and  bii 
son,  John  Strahan,  who  he  understood  wu 
bound  to'Greenbury  Griffin;  that  the  said  Jobn 
is  a  welt  made  man,  and  has  a  sandy  compUxiaa: 
and  further  saith  noL 

Sworn  before  me  this  day  and  year  aforeuid. 

WM.  LINDSEY. 

The  deposition  of  Jobn  Price,  of  Kent  Isltnd. 
in  Queen  Anne's  county,  and  State  of  Mar^rltwl, 
B^ed  about  forty-one  years,  taken  before  Witliin 
Lindsey,  gentleman,  one  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  for  said  county,  the  fourth  day  of  Angsst 
m  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  Bnn- 
dred and  seven,  saith,  that  he  was  well  acqosinted 
with  Samt  Strahan,  late  of  Q,ueeD  Aone's  coastf, 
and  his  son  John  Strahan ;  that  the  said  John 
Siraban  was  a  well  made  young  man,  and  hada 
sandy  complexion;  that  this  deponent  knows 
nothing  of  bis  goiny  to  sea,  or  anything  of  !>■■ 
for  many  years,  until  the  late  infonnatioB  ef  Itii 
being  presaed  into  the  British  service. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  day  and  year  aformid. 

WM.  LINDSEY. 

The  deposition  of  Thomas  Lynch,  of  ftoeo 
Anne's  county,  and  Stale  of  Maryland, 
about  forty-seven  years,  taken  before  Willu 
Lindsey,  gnitlemaO}  one  of  the  iusiices  of  the 
{teace  ior  said  county,  the  fourth  oaj  of  Angvt, 
tn  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  nnn- 
dred  and  seven,  saith,  that  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  aforesaid  Strahan,  and  his  son  John, 
who  was  bound  apprentice  to  the  aforesaid  Green- 
bury  Griffin,  as  the  father  had  frequently  in- 
formed him;  that  the  said  Samuel  Strahan  lirm 
at  the  tan-yard  of  Mr.  Tilghman,  between  CeDte^ 
viUe  and  Q.ueenstown,  and  that  John  Strabsn, 
the  son  of  the  said  Samuel,  Was  born  there;  ibtE 
he  was  a  welt  made  young  man  when  he  Id^  bis 
father,  and  bad  a  sandy  complexion,  and  tbii 
he  had  pretty  good  information  in  toe  unnisg 
business. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

WM:  LINDSET. 

The  deposition  of  Samuel  Strahaa,  or  Straw- 
ban,  as  generally  called  here,  of  CaroUnaeonfiift 
and  State  of  Maryland,  aged  aboet  fifty-six  yean 
ifken  befiore  William  Lindsey,  gcaUemao,  one  m 
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tha  j  wUmi  the  pe«ee  for  Q.ieen  Anne's  eonotf , 
duly  eommiMiDDcd  and  qualified  as  sneh,  this 
fourth  day  of  August  id  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousaod  eight  buodred  and  sereo.  saith,  that  he 
faa^  or  had,  a  sou  called  Jobu  StraDan^or  Straw- 
bau,  as  they  are  called  here,  bora  about  the  four- 
teenth day  of  April,  seveoteeo  hundred  and  eighty- 
foor,  as  well  as  he  recollects;  that  this  soo  was 
bound  apprentice  to  a  certain  Greenbury  Qriffin, 
who  was  then  a  seaman,  and  employed  in  the 
West  India  business,  as  ne  understood ;  that  he 
bas  nerer  seen  bis  said  son  since,  nor  heard  from 
him  for  several  years,  until  the  notification  from 
tbe  Gorernment  of  the  United  States;  that  this 
son  was  pretty  well  made,  and  had  a  light  sandy 
complexion,  and  that  he  was  born  at  tbe  tan-yard 
belonging  to  a  certain  William  Tilghman,  on  tbe 
poblie  road  from  Centerrllte  to  dueenatown. 
Sworn  before  me,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

WM.  LINDSEY. 

[Each  of  the  foregoing  depositiMis  is  aeeom- 
pttnied  by  a  similar  eertificate  of  cAees  as  the 
first.J 

Tbe  following  is  extracted  from  the  siniatures 
to  the  original  articles  of  agreement  and  roll  of 
equipage  of  the  schooner  Eagle.  Greenbury  Grif- 
fiOf  raaatcr  botmd  from  Norfolk  to  St.  Bartho- 
lomew. 

"Aagost  9th.— John  Btmvhan,  QAeen  Anne*s 
eoQOty,  Maryland." 

I,  Benjamin  Daris,  of  Westport  in  tbe  county 
«f  Bristol  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Teoman,  being  legally  qualified  to  gire  evidence, 
do  depose  and  say,  tba^  about  fourteen  or  fifteen 
yc«B  ago,  V\nHiam  Howland,  late  of  said  West- 
pore  mariner,  deceased,  brought  to  Westport 
with  him  a  colored  boy,  then  about  six  years 
of  age;  that  the  name  of  the  said  boy  was  Daniel 
Ifanin ;  that  he  was  bound  to  the  said  William, 
as  an  apprentice  or  serrant,  under  the  anthority 
of  tbe  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  by  the  seleet- 
mea  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  said  town  of 
Westport,  and  the  indentures  were  executed  at 
the  house  of  this  deponent;  that  the  said  Daniel 
was  afterwards,  on  his  arrival  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  an  apprentice  or  servant  of  Nancy 
Howland,  widow  and  relict  of  said  William  How- 
land,  and  it  is  now  about  seven  years  since  I 
hare  seen  the  said  Daniel.  He  was  then  of  a 
common  stature,  straight  built,  and  without  any 
promiiieBC  nkuka  br  which  to  describe  bis  person. 
It  waa  always  unnerstood  by  me  that  the  said 
Daniel  was  from  smne  Spanish  settlement  in 
America. 

BENJAMIN  DAVIS. 

Ukiteu  States  op  Ahebica, 

Commonwealth  of  Ma»$achmetts,  Briitol,  ga: 

On  thu  13tb  day  of  Julv,  1807,  before  me,  Eli 
HaskelL  Notary  Public,  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied, and  dwelling  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford. 
pcfKMoally  appeared  Benjamin  DjiTis,  Esq.,  ana 


made  solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  tbe  foregoiof 
statement  of  affidavit  by  him  subseribed. 

In  testimony  wher«H,  I  bare  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  notarial  seal,  in  snob  casds  used, tbe  day 
and  year  first  written. 

ELI  HASKELL,  Nat,  Pub, 

I,  Nancy  Howland,  of  New  Bedford,  in  the 
county  of  Bristol  and  Commonwealth  of  Massa* 
chusetis,  widow  and  relict  of  William  Howland^ 
late  of  Westport,  in  said  county,  mariner,  do  de* 
pose  and  say,  that,  in  the  month  of  August,  in  tba 
year  of  onr  Lord  1793,  according  to  tbe  best  of  my 
recollection,  my  said  husband  brought  with  hin^ 
on  a  voyage  from  Bneooe  Ayres,  Daniel  Martin, 
a  colored  boy,  then  in  the  seventh  year  of  his  ag^ 
who  was  bound  to  bim,  as  an  apprentice  or  ser- 
vant, by  his  mother;  that,  after  the  death  of  my 
said  husband,  and  at  the  arrival  of  said  Daniel  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years,  he  bound  himself,  by  a 
law  of  this  Commonwealth,  to  me,  the  deponent, 
and,  after  living  with  me  about  one  year,  leA  me. 
and,  since  that  dme,  I  have  never  seen  or  heaM 
from  the  said  Daniel  until  the  ai^ication  to  lake 
this  testimony.  -At  the  time  the  said  X>*nvH  left 
me,  he  was  of  a  common  stature,  and  I  do  not 
now  recollect  any  peculiar  marks  by  which  be 
eould  be  readily  described ;  he  was  very  straight 
at  that  time.  The  indentures  by  which  be  was 
bound,  by  accident  and  length  of  time,  are  mis- 
laid or  lost. 

NANCY  HOWLAND. 

United  States  of  Ahebica, 
Ommonweaith  qf  Mtutaehutetts^  Br&tol,  w: 
On  this  13th  day  of  Jalv,  1807,  before  me,  Eli 
Haskell,  Notary  Public,  duly  elected  and  quali- 
fied, and  dwelling  in  the  town  of  New  Beoftwd, 
personally  appeared  Nancy  Howlaiul,  and  mad* 
solemn  oath  to  the  truth  of  tbe  foregoing  state- 
ment or  affidavit,  by  her  subscribed. 

In  tCiitimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand,  and  affixed  my  notarial  seat,  the  day  aaa 
year  above  written. 

ELI  HASKELL,  ASit />kiA.  . 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  portage 
bill  of  the  ship  Caledoota,  Francis  Mahaly,  mas-' 
ter,  who  sailed,  about  the  35th  of  January,  1802, 
for  Canton,  and  returnedabout  the  13th  of  March. 
1803:  • 

"Daniel  Martin,  seaman,  shipped  January  24. 
1802;  discharged  March  Uth,  1803;  time  on 
board,  thirteen  months,  seventeen  days,  (13  n 
month;  toul  wages,  •1S3  76." 

No.  9. 

Navy  Dspabthent,  Nin.  12, 1807. 
Sia:  in  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  9tb 
insunt,  I  have  the  honor  of  herewith  transmit- 
Ung  to  you  pipers  A,  B,  and  C,  which  conttin 
all  the  information  thai  has  been  communicated 
to  the  Navy  Department,  in  relation  "to  the  on^ 
rage  committed  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake." 
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Rdatixm        Great  Br&ain. 


I  hsTe  the  honot  to  be,  Tespeetfollf,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 

Hon.  TflOMiB  Bloont,  Cftairman,  fc. 

Na¥Y  Dbpahtmemt,  JWw.  23, 1807. 
8w:  HftTine  tbia  moniiBg  rvoeived  the  origi- 
aal  record  of  tlie  proaeediags  of  the  Conrt  of  In- 
fuiry,  I  find,  upoo  compariDg  them  with  the 
eopy  of  the  opinion  transmitted  to  yov  in  my 
teter  of  13th  instant,  ibat  in  the  copy  sent  to 

rm  tba«  are  some  errors,  and  an  omission,  which 
hasten  to  correct. 

In  the  first  article  of  the  opinion,  seoood  line, 
after  Chesapeake,  the  w<»ds  **  of  38  guns,"  shoald 
be  iDserted. 

In  the  twenty-scTenth  article,  instead  of  read* 
ing  "her  marines  were  neither  supplied  with 
enough  cartridges,  nor  were  those  which  they  had 
of  the  proper  size — none  of  these  circnmsuoces 
eonld  bare,"  dbe.,  it  should  read  tbos:  "hei  ma- 
rines were  not  supplied  with  eoouirh  cartridges, 
and  none  of  those  which  they  had  were  of  the 
proper  size— these  eirenmstances,  however,  could 
not  bare,"  &c.  There  are  other  errors,  bat  of 
no  consequence,  being  entirely  verbal. 

The  following  concluding  article  is  not  in  the 
copy  sent  to  you : 

''39.  The  court  is.  lastly,  of  opinion  that  the 
causes  of  the  surrender  of  the  Chesa^ake  were, 
her  beinir  attacked  by  a  ship  of  superior  force,  at 
m  lime  when  such  an  attack  not  having  been  ex- 
|>ected  by  her  commander,  no  sufficient  prepara- 
tion for  resistance  had  been  made.  That  there 
were  abundant  causes,  however,  to  have  induced 
the  expectation  of  such  an  attack,  and  that  there 
was  ample  time  to  have  made  such  preparation, 
the  eonrt  have  already  stated.  That  the  ship 
W«s  prematurely  surrendered,  even  under  such 
efmimatanees,  the  court  have  also  stated.  And 
the  reasons  of  such  want  of  preparation,  and  im- 
proper surrender,  will  be  found  fully  exhibited  in 
mmer  parts  of  this  report."  \ 

These  errors,  and  this  omission,  are  explained 
in  a  letter  from  Littleton  W.  Tazewell,  Esq^ 
Judge  Advocate  to  the  court,  to  me,  dated  17th 
November,  1807,  and  this  morning  received  by 
iqe,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  I  have  the  honor  now  to  forward  to  you  the 
original  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  CouM  of 
Inquiry,  convened  here  under  your  warrant,  and 
of  the  evidence  adduced  before  that  court.  Sup- 
posing that  it  might  be  satisfactory  to  yon  to  be 
informed,  at  the  earliest  period,  of  the  result  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  courts  I  did  myself  the 
honor  to  forward  you,  some  time  since,  on  the 
day  the  report  and  opinion  was  agreed  to,  and 
dnivered  by  the  court,  a  copy  of  that  report.  On 
comparing  them,  yon  will  find  some  alight  differ- 
ences  between  the  report  itself,  and  the  eopy  sent 
you.  ^  This  is  caused  by  some  alterations,  in  and 
additions  to  the  opinion  and  report,  which  the 
court  deemed  it  proper  to  make,  subsequent  to 
the  writing  of  my  tetter.  The  cc^y  sent  was 
taken  from  the  ordinal  roi^h  draught,  before  it 


was  amemded  and  viodiffed,  as  was  aftmntii 

done." 

I  ban  the  honor  to  be,  respoetAilly,  sir,  yoor 

obedient  servant,   

'  R.  SMITH. 
Hon.  TaoKAB  Blodht  Cfta^mott,^ 


BaiTnir  Coi48Dl*b  OmcG, 
Norfolk,  (Va.,)  AforcA  6, 1807. 
Scb:  The  men  named  in  the  margin,*  deserted 
some  time  sincefrom  His  Majesty^sshipMeUmpci, 
in  Hampton  Roads,  by  running  away  with  hw 
gig,  and  the  three  first  are  stated  to  hare  entered 
at  the  rendezvous,  now  open  hbre,  for  theeBlitt- 
meot  of  seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United 
Sutes.  As  the  Melampus  is  at  present  in  Hamp- 
ton Roads,  I  submit  to  you,  sir,  tbe  propriety  of 
your  directing  these  men  (should  they  nave  es- 
tned  for  yonr  service)  to  be  retaroed  to  dieir 
duty  on  board  His  Majesty  V  ship  before  m» 
tiooed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  perfect  tratft 
and  respeGt,air,  yoor  most  obedient  servant, 
*^  '  JOHN  HAMILTON. 

Captain  Dboatub. 

BninsB  CoNBOL'sOpFin, 
NoEFDi^  iV^yMardt^,  ISOj. 

Sir:  Mr.  John  Mnrphy,  master  of  theBridik 
merchant  ship  Herald,  in  this  harbor,  has  repK> 
seated  to  me  that  John  Wilson,  a  seaman  niia 
articles  to  that  ship,  and  John  Murphy,  (hiiKnJ 
an  apprentice,  both  subjects  of  Hiii  Majestr.bars 
deserted  and  eaUsied  at  the  reiulczvoes  for  tbe 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  this  bor- 
ough, requesting  me  to  use  my  official  iaterpw- 
tion  with  yon  to  obtain  for  him  the  ree«verrof 
the  persons  before  mentioned.  It  has,  th^efm 
become  my  duty  to  solicit  that  the  seamatoa 
apprentice  in  question  (if  they  should  bsTSM* 
tered  for  the  Navy  of  the  United  States)  mtyte 
returned  to  the  master  of  the  Herald,  and  W  tai 
performance  of  their  reapeciiTa  fingacemflnti  M 
board  of  that  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remaiS}  with  fwthcl  tnm 
and  respect,  sir,  your  moot  obedunl  hwaw 

"""""^  JOHN  HAMILTON. 

CaptaiA  Dbcatifb. 

NoRPOLE,  Mardt  S,  1807. 

Sir  :  Vonr  communications  with  Captata  De- 
catur hare  been  transmitted  to  mebythalonScer. 

I  must  observe,  in  answer,  that  John  Horphy 
appearing  to  be  an  apprentice  to  his  cammandet, 
has  been  delivered  to  the  civil  authority. 

I  do  not  feel  myself  justified  in  deliveriDgtor 
men  who  are  not  apprentices,  and  who  have  toI- 
untarily  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
unless  claimed  by  the  magistracy. 

•Wm.  Ware,  Daniel  Maitb,  John  StrKihan,  J(Ab 
Idtth. 
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I  kan  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  mpmt,  sir, 
wour  obedient  hnnble  sernirt, 

A.  SINCLAIR. 
JoBii  Hamilton,  Eeq^  Ac.,  Norfbik. 

British  Conscl's  Office, 
NoBFOLK,  (Vs.,)  March  9, 1807. 
Sih:  Ihsvebad  tbe  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter, dated  yestetdajr,  acguaintiog  me,  in  reply  to 
my  communications,  addressed  (throogh  oaisio- 
formation)  to  Captain  Decatnr,  which  he  bad 
done  me  the  kiDdoess  to  transmit  to  you,  that 
John  Murphy,  being  an  apprentice  to  nis  com- 
mander, had  been  delivered  up  to  the  civil  author- 
ity, but  that  you  do  not  feel  yourself  justified  m 
deliTcrinff  op  any  men  vho  are  not  thus  bonod, 
and  «!boliave  Toluntaiily  entered  the  service  of 
the  IToited  States,  unless  claimed  by  the  magis- 
timey. 

I  can  oalj  regrattbat  yottdonoicottfideryenr- 
•df  BBthonzed  to  eonply  whh-  ny  request 

I  htTe  the  honor  lo  remain,  with  perfect  truth 
and  nspeet,  dr,  yonr  most  obedient  hi^ble 
■emikt, 

JOHN  HAMILTON. 

laeotwnM  Sikolair. 

Navy  Yabu,  WAsaiiiaTOH,  April  7, 1807, 
8ib:  I  bare  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  the  result 

of  my  iaqairies  relating  to  the  men  mentioned 

is  TOur  letter  of  yesterday. 

And  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  re- 

mcL  roar  obedient  serrant, 

JAS.  BARRON. 
Hon.  R.  Smitb,  Secraary  of  the  Navy. 

William  Ware,  pressed  from  on  board  the  brig 
NcDtyo^  Captain  CraAv,  bjr  the  British  frigate 
BCuampaa.  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  has  saved 
on  board  the  said  frigate  Afteeo  months. 

William  Ware  is  a  native  American ;  bora  on 
Pipe  Cieek,  Frederick  county,  State  of  Maryland, 
•t  Brnce's  Mills,  and  served  his  time  at  said 
mills ;  he  also  lived  at  EUicot'si  Mills,  near  Baltic 
more,  aod  drove  a  wagon  several  years  be^een 
Hagerstown  and  Baltimore ;  he  also  served  eight- 
een months  ou  board  the  United  States'  frigate 
ClwiKpsake,  nnder  the  comnuad  of  Commodore 
Morris  aod  Captain  James  Barron;  h~«  is  itn  In- 
dian lookiog  man. 

Daniel  Martio  was  pressed  at  the  same  time 
aod  place ;  he  is  a  native  of  Westport,  io  Mas- 
saehnsetts,  about  thirty  mites  to  the  eastward  of 
I'<«wport,  Rhode  Island ;  served  his  time  out  of 
New  York  vnth  Capuin  Marrowby  in  the  Cale- 
doaia;  refers  to  Mr.  Bei^amin  Davis,  merchant, 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Corce,  of  Westport ;  he  is  a 
colored  man. 

John  Strachaa,  born  on  Uie  Eastern  Shore  of 
MairlttBd,  dneen  Anne*s  county,  between  Cen- 
trerflle  and  Q,ueeostown ;  refers  to  Mr.  John 

Prie«  and  Pratt,  Esq..  on  Kent  Island,  who 

knosr  bis  retations ;  Stracoao  sailed  in  the  brig 
Martha  Bland,  Captain  Wirill,  from  Norfolk  to 
Dublin,  and  from  ttenee  to  Liverpool  j  ho  tharo 


left  the  brig,  and  shaped  on  bonrd  aa  English 
Gttineaowo  j  be  was  pressed  on  board  the  M^ 
lampus,  off  Cape  Fioisterre  \  to  better  his  sitiia> 
tiott  hs  eonseoted  to  rater,  being  delermined^to 
laake  his  escape  when  opportunity  ofiered;  am 
served  on  boara  the  frigate  two  yean;  be  is  a 
while  man,  about  five  feet  seven  inohes  high. 

William  Wace  and  John  Sinehnn  Iwve  pro* 
teotioDs;  Daniel  Martin  says  he  lost  his  after 
leaving  the  frigate. 

Jebn  Little,  alias  Franeis^and  Ambrose  Watt% 
eseapcd  from  the  Melampns  at  the  same  time; 
known  to  the  above  persons  p  be  Americans,  bdtt 
hsve  Dot  beeu  entered  bymy  recruiting  officer. 

Willisja  Ware,  Daniel  Martin,  and  John  Stra- 
chan  state  that,  some  time  in  February  last  then 
was  an  entertainment  on  board  the  Meiampn% 
lying  thca  in  Hampton  Roads ;  that  while  the 

officers  of  were  engaged,  and  all  the  ship^ 

boats,  except  the  oaptain's  gig,  being  hoisted  m, 
themselvas,  and  the  two  other,  men  mentioned 
availed  tbemselres  of  a  moment  to  seize  the  gig 
aod  row  off;  that,  as  soon  as  they  had  got  into 
Xhe  boat  they  were  bailed  to  know  what  they 
were  going  to  do ;  they  replied  they  were  going 
ashore ;  a  brisk  fits  of  musketry  instantly  com- 
menced  from  the  ship ;  that,  in  defisMe  of  baUs, 
and  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  they  eoutianed  to 
pull,  and  finally  effected  their  esei^ie  to  landj 
namely,  Lowell's  Point ;  that  they  then  carefully 
hauled  up  the  boat  on  the  beacn,  rolled  np  the 
coat,  and  placed  that  and  the  oars  in  the  boai^ 
gave  thcee  dieer%  and  Bioved  ap  the  oomcry. 

UhITBD  StaTBB  FbiOATS  CBBSAPBAUt 

Chbsapeake  Bay,  June  22, 1807. 
Sib:  Yesterday  at  6  A.  M.,  the  wind  tirneme 
favomble,  and  knowing  yoar  anxiety  that  the 
ahip  shoald  sail  with  all  possible  despatch,  we 
waidtod  from  our  station  in  HamptoaReadsaaf 
stood  to  sea.  In  Lynobavea  bay  we  passed  two 
British  men  of  war,  one  of  them  the  BeUooL 
ibe  other  the  Melampus ;  their  colors  flying,  aac 
their  appearaaee  friendly.  Some  time  aAar> 
wards,  we  observed  oae  of  the  two  lioo^i^Jiailfe 
ships  that  lay  off  Ci^  Henry  to  get  under  waf, 
and  stand  to  aea ;  at  this  time  the  wind  beeamee 
light,  and  it  was  not  until  near  four  in  theafker* 
noon  that  the  ship  under  way  came  withb  haB. 
Cape  Henry  then  bearing  northwest  bf  west,diiK 
t«iee  three  leagues,  the  cemmunieattoD,  vraick 
appeared  to  be  her  commander's  ohrjcet  forspeak- 
iog  the  Chesapeake,  he  said  he  would  send  on 
board;  on  which  1  ordered  the  Chesapeake  to  be 
boveteibrhiseonvenieooe.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
officer  hepresented  me  with  the  enclosed  paper 
(No.  1)  from  the  captain  of  the  Leom^  aal 
a  copy  of  an  order  from  Admiral  Berkeley, 
which  another  officer  afterwards  took  back,  to 
which  I  gave  the  enclosed  answer,  (No.  2,)  and 
was  waiting  for  his  reply.  About  this  time  I  ob> 
served  some  appearance  of  a  hostile  nature,  and 
said  to  Captain  Gordon  that  ft  was  possible  they 
were  serious,  and  requested  bim  to  have  his  men 
sent  to  their  quarters  with  as  little  wAnt  as  poe- 
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dUe,  Dot  nsiDg  ihne  ecKnunies  which  we 
donld  hiTe  done  with  u  arowed  rncmyjisl 
fully  Bopposed  tbek  arraogements  were  more 
menace  than  anything  serious.  CTaptain  Gordon 
icamedlately  gave  the  orders  to  the  officers  and 
men  to  go  to  qoarters,  and  have  all  things  in 
readincM;  but  before  a  match  oonld  be  lignted, 
or  the  qoarier-btll  of  any  dirisioa  examined,  or 
the  lumber  on  ibe  gun-deck,  such  as  sails,  cables, 
dbc.,  could  be  cleared,  tbe  commander  of  the 
Leopard  hailed  ;  I  could  not  bear  what  be  said, 
md  was  talking  to  bim,  as  I  supposed,  when  she 
commenced  a  heavy  fire,  which  did  great  execu- 
tion. 

-  It  is  distressing  to  me  to  acknowledge,  that  I 
foviul  from  the  advantage  ibey  bad  gaioed  over 
our  unprepared  and  unsospicioiu  state,  did  not 
warrant  a  longer  oppositioD ;  nor  should  1  have 
expoied  this  snip  and  crew  to  so  galling  a  fire 
hiA  it  sot  been  with  a  hope  of  gettlug  the  gun- 
deck  dear,  so  aa  to  have  made  a  more  lormidable 
defence;  consequently  our  resistance  was  but 
I^Mble.  la  about  twenty  minutes  after  1  ordered 
the  colors  to  be  struck,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Smith 
on  board  tbe  Leopard  to  inform  her  commander 
that  I  considered  the  Chesapeake  as  her  prize. 
To  tb(8  message  I  received  oo  answer.  The 
Leopard's  boat  soon  after  came  on  board,  and  tbe 
officer  who  came  in  her  demanded  tbe  muster- 
book.  I  replied  tbe  ship  and  books  were  theirs,  and 
if  he  expected  to  see  Ine  men  he  must  find  them. 
They  called  on  the  purser  who  delivered  his 
book,  and  the  men  were  examined,  and  Ae  three 
men  demanded  at  Washington,  and  one  man 
more,  were  taken  avray.  Oo  their  departure  from 
tbe  ship  I  wrote  the  cmnmander  of  the  Leopard 
the  enclosed,  (No.  3,)  to  which  I  received  the 
Answer,  (No.  4.)  On  finding  that  the  men  were 
liis  only  object,  and  that  he  refused  to  consider 
the  ship  his  prize,  and  the  officers  and  crew  bis 
IMisooers,  I  called  a  council  of  our  officers,  and 
Tequested  their  opinion  relative  to  the  conduct  it 
was  now  our  duty  to  pursue.  Tbe  result  was 
that  the  ship  should  return  to  Hampton  Roads, 
•nd  there  wait  your  further  orders.  Enclosed 
you  have  a  list  of  the  unfortunate  killed  and 
wminded,  as  also  a  statement  of  the  damage  sus- 
tained in  the  hull,  spars,  and  rigging  of  the  ship. 

-  I  have  sent  this  letter  to  you  by  Capuin  Qor- 
■d(»,  in  order  that  yoti  may  have  an  opportunity 
<i  {getting  such  information  as  yon  may  wish. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  tbe  honor  to  he,  air, 
-TOtiT  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  BARRON. 

Hon.  RosnsT  Smith. 

Secretary  qf  the  Navy,  Wtahingtm. 

No.  1. 

Hia  Majbstt's  Ship  Lgopabd, 
AT  Sea,  June  82, 1807. 
The  captain  of  His  BritanDle  Majesty's  ship 
Leo^rd  has  the  honor  to  enclose  the  captain  of 
the  United  States'  ship  Chesapeake  an  order  from 
.the  lumocable  Vice  Admiral  Berkeley,  comman- 


der-in-chief of  Hia  Majeaty's  ships  Mi  the  Noith 
American  station,  respecting  some  deserters  frm 

the  ships  (therein  m«ntioned)  under  bit  eom- 
mand,  and  supposed  to  be  now  aervingasiMtrf 
tbe  crew  of  the  Chesapeake. 

The  captain  of  the  Leopard  will  not  prenrne 
to  say  anything  in  addition  to  what  the  crannu' 
der-in-ehief  has  staled,  more  than  to  ezpren  a 
hope  that  every  circumstance  respecting  tfam 
may  be  adjusted  in  a  manner  that  tbe  barmooj 
sntuistinghetween  the  two  eonntriesmiyremun 
undisturbed. 

To  the  COHHAHOER 

of  the  U.  &  Oiip  Cheeapeake. 

No.S. 
At  Sea,  June  22, 1807. 
I  know  of  no  such  men  as  yon  describe.  The 
officers  that  were  on  the  recruitiog  service  fot 
this  ship  were  partieulariy  instructed  by  tbe  Got- 
ernment,  through  me,  not  to  enter  any  deserten 
from  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships,  nor  do  I 
know  of  any  being  here.  I  am  also  insinKUi 
never  to  permit  the  crew  of  any  ship  that  I  coa- 
mand  to  be  moatered  by  anjr  other  rat  their  owa 
officers.  It  is  my  diaptuition  to  preserve  hu- 
mony,  and  I  hope  this  answer  to  your  deqaleli 
may  prove  satisfactory. 

JAMES  BARROK. 

To  the  COMHANDEB 

^  B.  B.  We  Leopard. 
No.  a 

Chesapeake,  at  Sea,  June  2S,  1807. 
Sir:  I  consider  tbe  frigate  Chesapeake  por 
prize,  and  am  ready  to  ddiver  her  to  any  oSm 
authorized  to  receive  her.  By^  the  return  of  Uii 
boat  I  shall  expect  your  answer. 
And  have  the  honor  to  be  yours,  &e., 

JAMBS  BARRON. 

To  the  Comma  NOGR 

<^B.B.  M.'8  $h^  Leopard. 

No.  4. 

Leopard,  at  Sea,  June  22, 1807. 

Sir  :  Having,  to  tbe  utmost  of  my  power,  ful- 
filled the  instructions  of  my  Commander-io-Cbie( 
I  have  nothing  more  to  desife,  and  must,  in.coD- 
sequence,  proceed  to  join  tbe  remainder  of  tbe 
squadroo^i  repeating  that  I  am  ready  to  give  yos 
every  assistance  in  my  power,  and  do  most  sio- 
cerely  deplore  that  any  lives  should  have  been 
lost  in  the  execution  of  a  service  which  mi^bt 
have  been  adjusted  more  amicably,  not  only  witb 
respect  to  ourselves,  but  tbe  nations  to  which  we 
respectively  belong. 

1  have  the  honor  to  b^  sir,  yoar  obedient  bnffl- 
ble  servant, 

6.  P.  HUMPHRETS. 

To  the  COKMANSBE 

of  the  U,  8,  Oip  CAea^wafce. 
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The  pvpert  of  cbe  tfe^kerdi  order  said  to  be  fs- 
•nedbf  Admiral  Berkeley  waik  ibat  each  andeve- 
TV  resieLof  the  sqaadrcui  shonld  take  by  force,  if 
uey  eoald  not  be  obtaioed  by  other  meana,  aay 
British  deserters  that  could  be  foood  on  bo^rd  the 
Chesapeake,  and  that,  on  the  par.t  of  the  com- 
maoders  of  the  abipa  of  hia  squadron,  a  search 
should  be  admitted  for  American  deserters. 

Tbu,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  was  the 
teaor  of  the  paper  handed  me  by  the  TieitiBg 
officer  of  His  Britannic  M^jetty's  ship  liCop- 
ard,  and  stated  to  bave  been  orden  leeently  is^ 
sued  by  Admiral  Berkeley. 

There  were  several  oataes  meationed  io  the 
body  of  the  demaod,  neither  of  which  was  koowa 
to  us. 

Return  of  dead  aod  wounded  on  board  the  frigate 
Chessptake^  CoBonodore  Janui  Bamn,  June 

23. 1807. 

Killed.— John  Lawrease,  James  Aakold,.Jahn 
Shakeley. 

Bndhr  wooaded. — Joho  Hadeo,  Cotton  BroVn, 
John  nrker,  Qeorge  Percival,  Peter  Simmons, 
Robert  McDonald,  Franeit  Cownarai,  James 

wooaded. — Comorodore  Jameii  Bar- 
ion,  Midshipman  ^mes  Broom,  Peier  Elison, 
William  Hendricks.  Thomas  Short,  William 
Moody,  DaTtd  Creignton,  John  Martyr,  Bmanttel 
Fernaody,  John  wOsob.  J.  O.  T.  HUNT, 
Surgeon  io  the  CAtftopeaib. 
Capt.  Cbarlbs  Gojioom. 

A^eeably  to  yoar  requisiitoa  of  tbis  date,  to 
ns  directed,  we  bare  taken  a  strict  and  careful 
surrey  on  the  bull  of  the  United  States*  frigate 
Cheeapeake,  and  find  it  as  follows: 

Twenty-two  round  shot  in  her  hull,  that  is  to 
say,  twenty-one  on  the  larboard  and  one  on  the 
larboard  side. 

Given  under  our  bands  on  board  the  late  Uni- 
ited  States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  June  23,  1807. 

BENJAMIN  SMITH,  LunU. 
SIDNEY  SMITH,  Lieut. 
SAMUEL  BROOKEfR,  Maeter. 
Capt.  CHAHLEa  QoanoN. 

^  Agreeably  to  your  reqaisirion  of  this  date,  to  ns 
directed,  we  have  takeo  a  strict  and  carefbl  sur- 
rey on  the  masts  and  standing  rigging  of  the  late 
United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  and  find  them 
in  the  followine  state: 

The  fore  and  mainmasts  are  incapable  of  being 
Hwde  sea-worthy;  tbe  mitteomast  badly  wound- 
ed, bat  not  incapable  of  being  repaired  on  tbore. 
Three  starboard  and  two  tarboaid  main  shrouds ; 
two  sUrboard  fore  ahrmids;  two  starboard  mix- 
zen  afafoads;  main  topmast  stay  ;  cap  bobstay, 
aod  starboard  main4ift,  cot  away }  likewise  the 
middle  stay-sail  stay. 

CKrcn  nuder  onr  hands  on  boai^  the  late  Uni- 
tad  States^  frigate  Chesapeake,  Jaoe  23, 1607. 

BENJAMIN  SMITH,  Itt  UaU. 
SIDNEY  SMITH,  5<AI.^ 
SAMUflL  BROOKEUt,  JfaaMr. 


Jima  S3, 1807, 

A^eeaUy  to  yonr  reqaisition  of  this  date,  to* 
08  directed,  we  have  uken  a  strict  and  careful 
survey  on  the  sails,  spare  spars,  and  boata  of  th« 
late  United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake,  and  finit' 
Aem  in  the  following  state : 

In  tbe  foresail,  four  Toand  abot  boles,  twdve 
grape  ebot  boles,  and  the  starboard  leech  ontaway; 
In  the  mainsail,  three  roand  shot  holes,  full  of 
grape  sb«t  hole^  and  tbe  foot  rope  cut  away. 
Mam  topsaiL  <«ie  round  ahot  hole ;  fore  topmast 
staysail  tooah  injored  by  grape  shot.  In  tbe  spara 
fore  ropemast  two  twdve  ponad  shot  bcde^  wnieb 
have  rendered  it  entirely  unfit  f«  service.  Main 
skysail^mast  cut  in  two. 

The  second  cutter  much  injured  by  a  shot  bote, 
which  went  throagb  and  through  her;  eut  both 
of  her  masts  and  three  of  her  arms  in  two. 

First  cutter  slightly  injured. 

Giren  nnderoQT  hands  on  board  the  late  frigate 
Chesapeake. 

BENJAMIN  SMITH,  UaU. 
SIDNEY  SMITH.  Lieut. 
SAMUEL  BROOKER,  ilfosten 
Capt.  Cbarleb  Oosoon. 

FbIOATE  CHEBAnUKB, 

Hampton  Boadt,  June.  39, 1807; 
Sib:  BacloBed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  yw 
an  exact  copy  of  this  ship's  log-bttok,  and  hw»' 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  ^nr  obe- 
dient servant, 

JAS.  BARRON. 
Hon.  R.  SHira,  «  ' 

Secntary  ^  ikt  Ncuf. 

The  following  is  the  copy  above  alluded  to : 
MoMBAT,  June  32. — Commences  with  light 
breezes  from  the  southward  and  westvTard,  and 
clear  weather.  At  7,  A.  M.,  hoisted  out  the  jolly 
boat,  and  hoisted  in  the  second  cutter ;  run  thel 
joUv  boat  up  astern.  At  quarter  past  7,  weighed 
aoonor ;  made  sail  with  a  pleasant  breeze  from' 
west  southwest,  and  stood  oot  for  sea.  At  9^ 
passed  two His  Britannic  Mejesty'tt  ships  at  an- 
chor ;  stowed  tbe  larboard  anchor,  aod  secured 
the  boats.  At  meridian  the  light  on  Cape  Hen- 
ry, bore  southwest  by  south';  people  employed  in 
clearing  ship  for  sea.  This  day  ends  at  meri- 
diao,  and'  contains  seventeen  hours. 

TdebdaYj  June  23. — Commences  with  light 
breezes  from  the  south  and  west,  and  clear  wea- 
ther. A  ship  in  sight  apparently  standing  for  us. 
At  1,  P.  M.,  the  wind  hauled  to  the  northward 
and  eastward,  in  studding  sails,  and  hauled  upon 
a  wind,  and  at  half  past  three  the  ship  came  qp 
with  us;  backed  the  main  topsail  and  spoke  her| 
was  boarded  by  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  British 
sbip  Leopard  of  fifty  guns ;  thev  came  on  boanF 
to  demand  some  men  who  had  cieaerted  from  the 
BngHah  navy.  Tbe  Commodore  refusing  to  give 
them  vp,  the  boat  returned :  they  ranged  along- 
side of  Us,  and  commenced  a  heavy  fire.  We  be- 
ing- M^fepared,  and  the  ship  moeh  lumbered,  it 
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WW  hnpottiUa  to  olear  ship  for  action  io  proper 
though  sraf  pOBtiUe  eierUon  was  made, 
%nd  not  •oapeetiDC  an  eoeiny  so  nnr,  did  not  be- 
gin to  dear  tk«  deck  until  the  enemr  bad  eou- 
ifMDced  firiuK.  In  about  tbirtjr  inlBuies,  after  re- 
ceiving much  damage  in  our  bull,  ri^iof,  and 
H)an,and  harins  three  men  killed,  to  wii :  Joseph 
A'oold,  Peter  Sbakely,  and  John  Lawrence ;  and 
aixteen  wounded,  to  wit:  Comaodore  Barroo, 
Mr*  BroniD,  John  Haddeo,  Cotton  Brown,  Peter 
EUisotK  John  Parker,  Geoi^  Pereiral,  Peter  San- 
ders, William  Hendriok.  W.  Macdonald.  Frui- 

S'l  C«oboTeQ,  Thomas  Short,  William  Moodf, 
avid  CreiguoB,  John  Martyr,  James  Eppes, 
Emaauet  Heodriebs,  John  Wilstm,  William  War- 
mi,  and  John  Bates ;  and  hariog  one  gan  reatly, 
§ted,  and  hauled  down  our  colon.  The  Leopard 
ceased  firing,  sent  her  boat  oo  board,  and  mus- 
tered the  ship's  company.  At  sundown  they  left 
the  ship,  tabtog  with  them  four  men,  via:  John 
Strahan,  DaDiel  Martin,  WilliamWare,  and  John 
Wilson,  who  bad  deserted  from  their  service;  at 
the  same  time  Lieutenant  Alien  went  oo  board, 
^nd  returned  at  eight  o'clock.  The  Leopard  left 
us^and  stood  in. 

We  then  made  sail  aod  stood  in  shore,  baviog 
tbree-aDd>a-balf  feet  water  io  our  bold.  Crew 
omployed  in  pumping  and  working  ship  in  for 
Hampton  RoadH-,  got  the  anchors  clesr  for  com- 
«ag  to.  At  6,  A.  M.,  took  the  third  reef  io  the 
mtim  topsail,  and  set  ton  gallant  saib;  held  a 
anrrey  «a  the  maata  ana  ngging.  At  8,  Cape 
Henry  bore  8onihwest,distaneefoar  or  ire  miles  s 
emptoynd  .ship  in  for  Hampton  Roads.  At  half 
|iast  meridian  came  to  with  th«starbmM  andior 
in  aeren  fathom  water  in  ^aqpton  Roads. 


B. 

NoRroLK,  June  29, 1807. 
Sib:  The  enclosed  papers,  Nos.  1  and  2,  you 
will  perceire,  are  from  the  committee  of  ihe  peo- 
ple of  Norfolk,  calling  on  me  for  aid,  with  the 
gimboau  under  my  command,  to  prevent  an  in- 
wion  which  has  been  threatened  by  the  com- 
maodiUjg  offieerof  the  British  squadron,  lying  in 
the  vicmity  of  this  place.  You  wilt  see,  sic,  by 
No.  3.  my  reply.  The  British  commander  has 
also  threatened  that  he  will  again  take  possession 
of  the  Chesapeake.  I  hare  it  also  from  the  most 
unquestionable  authority,  that  they  have  asserted 
positively  that,  in  ease  the  President  should  issue 
f  timtlar  order  to  that  issued  respecting  the  Le- 
•ttder,  they  will  consider  it  as  an  act  of  hostility, 
and  will  commence  hostile  operations  immedi- 
ately. Under  an  impression  that  they  will  do  at 
they  say,  I  hope  and  feel  satisfied  my  preparing 
to  act  on  the  defensive,  will  meet  the  approoatiun 
of  the  President  and  yourself.  If,  however,  it 
efaould  be  thought  I  have  been  precipitate,  I  beg 
it  may  be  attributed  to  my  extreme  desire  not  to 
omit  any  service  1  might  render  my  counUy.  The 
four  old  ffonboats  are  all  that  can  be  ioHBediately 
Muipped  for  aerviee:  those  we  commeneed  fit- 
ting iJhs  moniing.  They  are  now  entirely  ready 
tfft  tMa  teccitMQii  of  the  men,  vho,  Z  tcmi,  wiU 


come  forward  io  sndleient  onmbers  tontberiit 
our  proceeding  to  Hampton  tonmorrow.  8ir,ai 
I  hare  no  doom,  from  the  threats  the  Brilisfahave 
made,  we  shall  hare  to  fight,  I  shoU  not  leave  ^ii 
until  the  boats  are  manned  to  my  satisfaction  ;lo 
do  which  it  will  lake  one  honored  and  riity  mei. 
The  British,  if  they  attempt  anything  agaiosi  oi, 
it  will  be  in  the  night,  with  rewboats,or  otbn 
txMts  that  they  may  press.  -  The  rowbostsbelodf- 
iog  to  their  squadron  are  eapable  of  carrying  Stc 
hundred  men  with  ease.  This  number, if  weait 
full  manned,  I  feel  confident  of  being  able  to  op- 
pose. I  beg  Tou,  sir,  however,  to  bear  in  aiad 
that  oar  crews  will  be  corapoeed  of  volnntMB 
who,  notwithstanding  their  great  nal,  wUl  not 
possess  all  the  skill  we  coula  wish.  I  sbmril 
nowcver,  be  laertified  if  it  were  nndersiood  I 
wished  to  convey  an  idea  tlMt  as  much  shoald  eot 
be  expected  from  us  as  ought  to  be  expected  Aon 
any  four  giwboats;  mora,  I  hope,  wiH  not  be  ex* 
pected. 

The  new  boats  at  this  plaee  can  be  in  rmdiDen 
in  a  short  time,  should  yon  choose  io  order  ii 
Although,  sir,  I  shall  always  be  ready  to  terre 
my  country  ia  any  way  1  can  be  useful,  I  hopt^ 
bir,  if  the  frigates  are  to  be  fitted  out,  I  shall  i»i 
be  conlioacd  io  gunboats.  The  gentlemea  wbo 
have  vtdunteered  their  services,  nave  agrcol  lo 
stay  with  us  only  uotti  ituch  time  asweshaUkcai 
from  Washington  what  stvpswill  be  taken,  wlwh 
wilt  be  on  Tburaday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  sentimeauof  kifii 
respeetsir,  your  obedient aerrant, 

STEPHEN  DBCATOR,Ji* 

Hon.  Robert  Smith, 

Secretary  of  the  /yaty. 

No.  1. 

NoBPOLE,  Jwu  S8, 1867. 

Sib  :  We  take  pleasure  in  presenting  ta  vn 
the  resolution  of  the  committee  appointed  by  w 
inhabitants  of  this  borough,  now  enclosed.  Re- 
questing your  aoswet  to  the  resolution,  we  are, 

With  the  h^jfhest  respect,  sir,  your  obedieot 
nrraots, 

THOMAS  BLANCHARD, 
SETH  FOSTER, 
J.  W.  MUIWAUCHi. 
Capt  DwATUB. 

No.  2. 

No8f  out,  Jutu  28, 1807. 
Whereas,  the  committee  have  rvcnred  iafor* 
matioD  from  various  sources,  that  the  commaadct 
of  the  &itish  ships  of  war  iuive  menaced  the  is- 
habitants  of  Hampton  with  an  iovaaton  Six  *ke 
purpose  of  procariag  water :  It  is  resfilved  ihif 
application  be  made  to  Captain  Stephen  Deeanr. 
commander  of  the  United  Stated  naval  fowe  u 
this  placi^  to  equip  the  gunboats,  by  avniliag  kin* 
self  n!the  nervieeaof  the  eaptatasand-seamea  wm 
bar*  proffered  them,  to  piooeed  to  Hampioo,  or 
as  new  it  as  he  may  Jadge  proMr,  to  eo^peratt 
'wiA4«h«twotUejatlteUdcltaMaR  aoynwonerbi 
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may  jaigt  mo«c  eipadientt  or  t*  sQt  m  eircam- 
itaDcea  may  dictate  in  pvTentioK  the  exectttiou 
of  their  threat. 

Jtetolved.  That  ThomaB  Blaaebard,  Setb  Fo»- 
ler,  and  J.  W.  Mardaii^h,  be  a  ooanoiuea  to  mul 
411  CaptaiD  Decatur  mth  this  applicalios. 
BizMwc  from  the  mmvtea. 

THEO.  ARMI8TBAD, 
Stentaiy    the  Cammittea* 

No.  3. 

N0RFOI4K,  June  28, 1807. 
OBNTLaHpH :  I  have  received  joui  letter  of  this 
day,  eociouDf  the  reaolttiioa-  of  the  eoiUDuttee 
oalUng  OQ  me  as  the  cotnmaDder  of  the  aaval 
forces  at  this  pUee,  to  eqi)ip  aad  resist,  with  the 
|[tuboais  tioder  mj  cfwomaDd.  a  tbraateaed  iava- 
n«n  of  th«  territory  of  the  United  Slates  br  the 
Britub,  now  lyiog  in  lh«  waUn  oi  lb«  Ohcaa- 
peake. 

HaTioff  iha  fuUmt  ooafideacie  that  the  «onmit- 
i#e  woold  not  have  made  a  reqaeBi  of  thia  aatnre 
nnleaw  they  weve  fully  imprened  with  a  belief 
(hat  the  hwtility  apoken  of  was  cetiaialy  intend- 
eds X  fed  it  my  duty  to  repel,  aa  far  as  I  hare 
.power,  any  roch  attempt  that  may  be  made ;  for 
which  purpose,  if  a  an^eient  ntunbw  of  rolim- 
teera  can  be  proeofed.  I  will  tvpw  to  Hampton 
with  all  possible  expeditioD. 

I  have  the  honoi  to  bew«ith  sentimeats  of  bigfa 
reapect,  ffeDtlemen.  your  obediwt  servant, 

STEPHEN  DBCATUR. 
To  Thomas  BLAifOBaan, 
Ssra  FovrsKfJ.  W.  MDBat&iHUjSsqi. 

Bztnct  at  a  letter  from  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur 
to  the  Secretuor  of  the  Nevr,  dated 

U.S.  Fbigatb  Cbbbapeake, 
July  4^  18Q7. 
When  I  viai  bonqred  with  your  ordera  I  was 
OD  board  the  gqoboats;  fotv  of  them  are  o&ly 
wanting  men  to  place  them  is  a  complete  state 
ti  radiness  for  imiuediale  service.  The  Cbesa- 
pea\K,  when  I  took  conm«ad  of  her,  had  been 
broniht  up  into  the  bite  of  Cianey  island,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  threats  of  the  British.  Their 
moremuiis.  sir,  are  extremely  suspicious;  since 
the  afiair  of  the  Leo{)ud  and  Chmapeak^  they 
have  beeDataocbor  iiuide  the  capes,  and  have 
ItfOD^t  to,  by  firing  at,  every  vessel  that  ha^ 
paseed  in  or  out  of  the  capef.  They  have  sent 
many  insolent  and  meoacioff  messages  to  Nor- 
ioUk — ae,  if  the  people  old  not  supply  tbem 
unth  artialea  they  nigbt  want,  they  would  oome 
w  and  retake  the  Chesapeake,  aad  cut  out  the 
French  frigaM  SibyJJe.  This,  sjj^  from  their 
vorements,  it  is  my  opinion  tney  iDtend  to  at- 
tanpc*  YutMtdpiy  afternoon  the  four  British 
abipa  came  in  and  anchored  in  Hampton  Roada. 
This  mornliw  they  seat  their  tenders  and  aonnded 
qoite  through  the  narrows.  The  pmentsitBa* 
Cioi^  itf  tbe  Chesapeake  aad  Sibylle  is  such,  in 
o^qi^oqQence  of  the  narrowness  of  the  channel, 
that  it  aa  attempt  waa  made  on  eitl^et  of  them 


by  the  ships,  they  could  not  render  to  each  other 
that  support  wbioh  would  be  necessary.  In  ooa- 
seqaence  of  this,  I  have  determined  to  move  up 
neacer  the  tawnf  where  we  shaU  be  able  to  take 
siioh  a  positioq  ae  will  eaaUc  4is,  with  the  assiat- 
ance  of  the  fort,  to  make  such  a  defence  aa  may 
tandef  abortive  any  attempt  that  may  be  made 
upon  us, 

I  have  learned  that  the  depth  of  tbe  watecicoai 
Hampton  Roads  to  Norfolk  will  admit  of  three 
of  the  Btitikb  s^aadron  ooaiing  tip. 

Oop7  ei  •  iettor  from  Oemmodore  Sl^en  Deoatttr, 
jnn.,  «o  the  Seovetny  ef  the  Navy,daled 

XT.  S.  Frigate  Cucsapeake, 
July  4, 1807. 
Silt:  I  have  jost  been  informed  by  Dr.  Bntlus, 
who  has  retarned  from  Norfolk,  that  Commodore 
Douglas,  commander  of  the  British  sqnadron,  has 
written  to  the  inhaMtants  of  Norfolk,  that,  incon- 
sequence of  some  resolves  passed  by  a  committee 
selected  from  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  its 
vicinity,  be  had  anchored  his  ships  in  such  a  po- 
sition as  tf>  prevent  any  vpssels  goiog  to^r  com- 
ing from  Norfolk ;  which  he  is  determined  to  do 
if  these  resolves  are  not  rescinded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

STEPHEN  DECATUR,  Jr. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Decattqr  to  the 
Secreteij  of  th«  Kavy,  dated 

U.  S.  Frioats  CnaaAHAU, 

The  nwnaci^  latter  written  by  Oonmodora 
Douglas  to  tbe  Mayor  «f  Norfolk,  he  hat  awee 
stated,  verbally,  eontaiaed  do  menace ;  and  he  has 
furthw  said  that  he  has  ao  hostile  intention  against 
Norfolk;  Howev«r,  sir,  you  will  see,  by  tfieoa- 
oloeed  affidavit,  that  bis  eetions  do  not  aompfra 
wtth  hH-worda.  He  hai  lightened  his  ship  aioee 
the  pacifte  meaaaae  acat  t»  the  Mayor,  and  the  day 
before  yeaterday  he  fired  many  shot  at  ao  Eatfcn 
Shot*  maa;  If  he  nmkxt  an  attempt  to  eone  up 
with  the  foriw  they  8|ieBk  of,  I  think  1  am  aat  over 
saogaiae  iriieD  I  say  1  believe  ifacy  will  aot  all  go 
down  agaia. 

Gxtaflt  ef  a  letter  from  Oommodoie  Decatur  to  Ae 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 

U.  S.  FRiaA.TB  Cbbbafgau, 
Jidy  13. 1807. 
The  British  squadron  lying  in  Hampton  Roads 
bring  toevery  vessel  passing  to  this  place,  but  have 
not  detained  any.  The  Bellona  and  Leopard  con- 
tinue in  their  former  station  in  tbe  Roads.  The 
Triumph  and  Melampus  have  weighed,  and  are 
now  at  anchor  in  Lynnbaven  bay. 

O. 

At  a  court  of  inquiry  assembled  on  board  the 
United  States*  ship  Chesapeake,  in  tk*  harbor  01 
Norfolk,  and  State  of  Virginia,  by  order  of  the 
honorable  Robert  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
i  of  the  Uniaid  atatBa,aodieaiiinved  by  a^jonnp 
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ment  from  day  to  dtr,  from  McHaday,  tbe  5tb  of 
October,  1807,  atiril  Wednesday,  tbe  4tti  daf  of 
November,  1807. 

Present,  Capuin  Alexander  Murray,  Prevideal. 

Captains  Isaac  Hull  aQdIsaaeCbauneey,mem- 
bers  tnereof. 

Tbe  following  opiaion  and  report  was  ilfiaDi- 
mously  givra,  and  directed  by  tbe  court  to  be 
transmitted  to  tbe  bonorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  tbe  United  States. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  from  tbe  Hon.  Robert 
Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Nary  of  tbe  United 
States,  to  Captain  Alexander  Murray  directed, 
dated  tbe  twelfth  day  of  September,  in  tbe  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven,  tbe  court  proceeded  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  surrender  of  the  Chesapeake,  a 
frigate  of  the  United  States,  then  under  the  com- 
mand of  James  Barroor  Esq^  a  Captain  in  tbe 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  to  a  BriUsb  Teasel  of 
war,  which  surrender  was  made  (as  in  the  said 
order  staled)  without  that  defence  being  made 
which  might  have  been  expected  from  tbe  Known 
Talor  of  Americaus;  and  having  beard  all  the 
evidence  adduced,  as  well  by  the  Judge  Advocate 
as  by  the  said  Captain  James  Barron,  and  baring 
maturely  and  thoroughly  considered  the  same, 
(Captain  James  Barron  having  declined  to  offer 
any  defence,)  report  to  tbe  honorable  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  as  by  his 
said  warrant  is  required,  a  state  of  tbe  matters 
touching  tbe  said  surrender,  together  with  their 
opinion  thereon,  as  foUowetb : 

1.  It  appears  to  tbe  court  that  the  United  States 
dnp  Chesapeake,  tben  nndar  tbe  command  of 
JuMs  Barroo,  Bsq.,  a  Captain  in  the  Nary  itf  the 
y  ttited  States,  sailed  from  Hampton  Roads,  on  an 
mteadedemiseintheMedtterranean'Sea.  on  the 
mwniflg  of  tbe  22d  June  last  past,  having  on  board 
a  ttftw  eoDsistiog  of  more  than  three  hundred  and 
seventy  men,  and  oompletely  equipped  with  evory- 
thing  necessary  for  such  a  ship  of  war,  sailing  on 
stieh  a  cruise. 

2.  It  appears  to  tbe  court  that  Captain  Barron 
was  appointed  Commodore  of  tbe  ships  and  res- 
sels  destined  for  the  MedHerraoeaii  service,  on  the 
15th  day  of  May  last  past,  and  hoisted  his  broad 
pennant  on  board  the  Chesapeake  the  first  time  be 
came  on  board  of  her  after  her  arrival  in  Hamp* 
ton  Roads,  to  wit,  on  or  about  the  6th  day  of  June 
last  past. 

3.  It  appears  to  tbe  court  that  Commodore  Bar- 
roD  visited  tbe  Chesapeake  only  twice  during  the 
period  she  remained  in  Hampton  Roads,  and  be- 
fore he  came  on  board  to  proceed  to  sea ;  on  neither 
of  which  occasions  did  he  examine  particularly 
into  ber  state  and  condition. 

4.  It  appears  to  the  court  that  the guns  of  the 
Chesapeake  were  never  exercised  before  she  pro- 
ceeded to  sea  ;  that  ber  crew  were  quartered  but 
a  few  days  previous  to  that  time,  and  bad  never 
been  called  to  quarters  more  than  three  times  prior 
to  ber  sailing  for  sea. 

5.  It  appears  to  the  court  that  the  ship  was  r»- 
parted  to  Commodore  Barron  to  be  ready  for  sea 
on  the  17tb  day  of  JnuQ }  that  he  came  on  board 
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on  the  Slit,  and  tiiat  tlie  lAlp  sailed  on  the  man- 
log  of  the  ^  of  ' June  hst  past. 

6.  It  appeantto  theeourt  tba^anteeedenttothe 
sailing  of  the  Chesapeake,  there  had  been  ree^- 
ed  on  board  of  her  some  persons  who  bad  been 
claimed  by  the  British  Qoremment  as  deserten 
from  their  service,  but  who  were  not  ordered  tq 
be  delivered  up  by  the  Americaa  officers.  Tbtt 
there 'Was  also  a  report  in  circulation,  and  gem- 
rally  known  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  tEst  t 
threat  had  been  u^ed  by  the  captain  of  tbe  Brit< 
ish  ship  of  warMeIampus,to  take  these  men  from 
the  Chesapeake.  That  Commodore  Bsrron  had 
full  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  such  men  were  oa 
board  bis  ship ;  that  they  had  been  demaaded  bjr 
(be  British  Oovernmeat,  aad  had  not  been  giveo 
up,  tbe  court  are  perfectly  satisfied ;  but  Do  posi- 
tive evidence  has  been  addoeed  to  pron  tbit  dn 
threat  abova  mentioned  was  communicated  to 
him  before  his  ship  sailed. 

7.  It  appears  to  the  court  that  tbe  Cbesspeiki^ 
in  proceeding  from  Hampton  Roads  to  sea.  pt» 
ed  a  British  squadron  at  anchor  in  Lynnhtra 
bay,  who,  at  the  time  of  her  passing  them,  tsk 
making  signals  to  each  other,  which  was  not  odIj 
reportml  to  Commodore  Barron  by  oneof  bisim- 
cers,  bat  actually  observed  by  himself. 

8.  It  appears  to  tbe  court  that  the  British  iMpof 
war  Leo[Htrd,  of  RUy  goos,  one  of  tbe  squdroa 
then  at  anchor  within  tbe  limits  of  tbe  Daited 
Slates,  weighed  immediately  after  these  sigub 
were  thrown  out,  and  stood  lo  6«a. 

9.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  court  that  at  lliit 
time  there  was  any  vessel  in  sight,  or  any  other 
object  to  indftee  her  to  go  to  sea,  Imt  the  Cheis- 
peake. 

10.  It  appean  to  the  court  that,  at  the  lime  ike 
Leopard  got  under  weigh,  the  wind  wasatsoalb 

southwest,  and,  therefore,  fair  for  her  to  proned 
to  sea;  but  that,  instead  of  bis  availing  himself  of 
this  to  clear  the  land,  she  hauled  by  the  wind, 
close  round  Cape  Henry,  and  stood  to  the  south- 
ward, under  easy  sail ;  thereby  shorwing  it  was  oot 
ber  intention  to  get  off  the  land  speedily. 

11.  It  appears  to  the  court  that  after  this  tbe 
vrind  became  light  and  baffling,  and  likely  to  shift, 
and  2ame  out  from  the  eastward ;  that  when  this 
hsppeoed,  the  Leopard  shortened  sail,  and  stood 
to  the  eastward. 

1-3.  It  appears  to  the  Court  that  af^rtbis  the 
wind  did  come  out  about  soatbsouthetst,  and thit 
the  Leopard  then  having  tbus  got  the  weatbn* 
gage,  preserved  it  by  tacilng  in  shore,  when  the 
Chesapeake  did  so  in  order  to  gel  oflt  her  pilo^ 
and  afwr  the  Chesapeake  again  stood  off  to 
eastward,  that  the  Leopard  wore,  and  bore  down 
for  ber. 

13.  It  appears  to  tbe  eoart  that  when  the  Leo- 
pard tacked  and  stood  iu  shore,  on  the  same  tsek 
with  the  Chesapeake,  that  her  lower  deck  porti 
were  all  triced  up. 

14.  It  appears  to  the  court  that  when  tbe  L^ 
pard  ran  down  for  the  Chesapeake,  she  rouades 
to  on  her  starboard  qaarti^r,  and  to  wbidward  of 
ber,  and  that  at  this  time  her  lomi^oa*  weie  Ml 
of  her  guns. 
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16.  It  appears  to  the  court  tliat  Oomiliodore 
BarroD  wa«  upon  deck,  observisf  th«  Leopard 
dating  tbe  time  these  maoceavrei  were  pnetisiDg 
and  these  appearaaees  eshibited. 

16.  Tbe  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  eircom- 
•aanees  above  staled  were  in  theradf  ee  wo  antpiF 
ciow  ai  to  hare  faritUhed  suffieient  waraiag  to  a 
pmdmt,  diMreet,  and  attentiTe  officer,  of  the  prob- 
able desieas  of- a  ship  of  war  conducted  in  that 
way,  and  ooght  to  have  iodoced  Commodore 
Barroa  to  baTcprepared  Im  ship  for  action,  espe- 
e^Ly  when  the  information  he  possessed  oC  the 
sitoatioD  of  bis  crew  generally,  of  those  who  bad 
been  demanded  by  the  British  Government  par- 
tiealarly,  and  of  the  general  state  of  the  ship  at 
that  time. 

17.  It  appears  to  the  court  that  Commodon 
Barroo,  nevertheless,  did  not  order  his  ship  to  be 
eleared  for  action,  and  that  he  did  not  cali  his  men 
to  quarters. 

18.  It  appears  lo  the  eoart  that  when  the  Leo- 
pard came  alongside  of  the  Chesapeake,  an  officer 
was  sent  from  aer,  with  a  communication  from 
C3«ptaia  HumfAreys,  the  captain  oi  tbe  Leopard. 
Co  ComnuMora  Barroo,  which  the  lauer  eoakl 
BVl,  and  did  not  mtsuoderMand,  bot  very  correct- 
ly conclnded  to  be  a  demand  with  which  he  ought 
aot,  and  could  not  comply,  and  one  which,  if  re- 
vised, would  be  enforced,  if  possible. 

19.  It  appears  to  the  court  that,  althongh  snch 
was  the  sitoation  and  impression  of  Commodore 
Barron  at  this  time,  yet  that  be  did  not  stilt  order 
bis  ship  to  be  prepared  for  action,  although  ample 
time  was  allowed  for  that  parpose,  the  British 
officer  being  detaioed  on  board  tbe  OfaeMpeake 
from  thirty-fire  to  forty-fire  minates. 

30.  Tbe  court  is  of  opinion,  that  tbe  n^leot  of 
Commodore  Barron  to  prepare  his  ship  for  aetioo 
under  saeh  circamstaDces.  is  a  direct  breach  of 
the  fourth  artide  of  the  roles  and  regolatiODs  for 
the  goTernmeot(tf  tbe  nary  of  the  United  States, 
adopted  by-  an  act  ot  the  Congrem  of  the  United 
Statea»  nassed  on  the  23d  day  of  April,  1800^  en- 
titled "Ad  act  for  tbe  better  goTernittent  of  the 
naTy  of  the  United  States." 

21.  It  appears  to  tbe  court,  that  after  the  Brit- 
ish officer  left  the  Chesapeake,  bearing  a  positire 
vefuMtl  from  Commodore  Barron  to  the  demand 
which  had  been  made  by  Captain  Humphreys,  and 
after  Commodore  Barron  was  himself  satisfied  that 
an  attack  upon  his  ship  would  be  made,  he  did  not 
take  prompt,  necessary,  and  efficient  means  to 
prepare  bis  ship  for  battle.  That  his  first  order 
was  merely  to  dear  hisgno-deokjaod  the  second, 
^ven  aAer  the  lapse  of  sometime,  was,  to  get  his 
men  to  quarters  secretly,  without  beat  of  dram ; 
althongh,  with  sueh  a  et«w  m  he  had  on  board, 
and  in  sneh  a  situation  as  the  ship  then  was,  it 
was  Dot  to  be  azpeeied  tiut  saeh  orders  eoold  be 
^ErcMalljr  aceomplished. 

22.  It  appears  to  the  court,  that  the  conduct 
ConamodMO  Barton,  during  the  attack  of  tbe 
X«eoflMrd,  manifested  great  indecision,  and  a  dis- 
position to  negotiate  rather  than  a  determiimttoo 
bravely  to  defiuul  bis  ship  i  that  he  repeatedly  bailed 
tbe  Leopatd  doriog  her  attack  vfoa  hinj  that  be 


^rew  his  men  from  their  guns,  to  lower  down 
boats,  to  send  on  board  the  attacking  ship;  and 
that  he  ordered  his  first  lieateoaot  from  bis  quar- 
tore  dttring  the  attack,  to  carry  a  raessaee  on  board 
the  Leopard,  at  that  time  firing  apoo  him. 

23.  It  appears  to  the  oonrt,  that  dortog  the  at- 
tack, Commodore  Barron  nsed  Uogaaffe,  in  tha 
presence  of  hia  oien,  ealcDlated  to  dispirit  his 
crew,  1^  ofdcring  them  to  teep  down,  that  they 
woald  all  be  ent  to  pieces. 

24.  It  appears  to  tbe  court,  that  Commodore 
Barroo  ordered  the  colors  of  the  Chesapeake  to  be 
struck,  and  they  were  struck  before  a  single  gnn 
of  any  kind  was  fired  from  her,  and  that  at  tbe 
time  they  were  so  straek,  her  main-deck  battery 
was  in  a  sitoation  which  would  bare  enabled  the 
return  of  a  broadside  in  a  very  short  time. 

25.  The  court  is  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
Chesapeake  was  prematurely  snrrendered,  at  a 
time  when  she  was  nearly  prepared  for  battle, 
and  when  the  injuries  sustained  either  in  the  ship 
or  crew  did  not  make  such  a  surrender  then  ne* 
cessary }  and  that  for  this.  Commodore  Barroa 
falls  under  a  part  of  the  sixth  article  of  tbe  rales 
and  regulations  for  the  gorernraent  of  the  navy  of 
the  United  Sutes,  adopted  by  an  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  23d  day 
of  April,  1800,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  gor- 
emment  of  the  nary  of  the  United  States." 

26.  Tbe  court  is  of  opibion,  that  althoagh  the 
conduct  of  Commodore  Barron,  before  and  during 
tbe  attack  of  the  Leopard,  erinced  great  inatten- 
tion to  hia  doty,  and  want  of  decision,  yet  that, 
daring  that  attack,  he  exposed  bis  person  and  did 
not  manifest,  either  by  orders  or  action^  any 
personal  fear  or  want  of  courage. 

27.  It  appears  to  tbe  court,  that  although  th{ 
Chesapeake  might  and  ought  to  have  been  better 
defended  than  she  was.  yet  that  riie  was  not  in  a 
situation,  at  tbe  time  or  the  atuek  made  upon  her, 
to  hare  eoaUed  so  gallant  a  defence  being  mada 
as  might  be  eipected.  Some  of  her  gtms  were 
not  secnrely  fitted  to  their  carriages,  some  of  her 
sponges  and  wads  were  too  large,  but  few  of  hct 
powder-horns  were  filled,  her  matches  were  not 
primed,  some  of  her  rammers  were  not  in  dieir 
proper  places,  her  marines  were  neither  supplied 
with  enough  cartridges,  nor  were  those  of  which 
they  bad  of  the  proper  size.  None  of  these  cir- 
cumstBQces,  however,  coold  hare  influenced  Com- 
modore BsrroD  in  striking  his  colors,  because  they 
were  not  known  to  him  at  the  time. 

26.  The  court  is  of  opinion,  that  the  conduct  of 
alt  the  other  officers  of  the  ship,  except  those 
whose  duty  it  was  to  have  remedied  the  deficien- 
ces  before  stated,  and  of  tbe  crew,  generally,  was 
proper,  commendable,  and  honorable. 

L.  W.  TAZEWELL,  Judge  Advocate. 


[Conunonicated  to  Oongtesa.  December  8, 1807.] 

Geniiemm  ^th9  Stnate 

andHoiueiff  JttpretmttUMi  i 

.  Having  receatty  received  from  our  late  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  London  a 
dtipUeaU  of  dcipatohes,  the  originals  of  which 
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)«n  ban  mit  bf  ih*  Rerenn  •ebooaVf  Doi  jfi 
ftirired,  I  hasten  to  lajr  them  oefave  bo^  Hoiuei 
oT  Congress.  Tbejr  eMtaia  the  whole  of  what 
kas  passed  betweea  the  two  Goreramente  on  the 
rabjeet  of  the  outrage  ooniDiiitted  bjr  the  British 
diip  Leopard  oa  the  frimta  Cbeiapaake.  Con- 
gress will  learn  from  these  papers  the  preaeat 
at^e  of  the  discussion  on  that  transaction,  and  that 
it  is  to  be  transferred  to  this  plaee  by  the  mission 
of  a  s[)ecial  minister. 

While  this  information  will  hare  its  pr<^r  ef- 
fect on  their  deliberations  and  proceedings  respeetf^ 
iog  the  relations  between  the  two  countries,  they 
will  be  sensible  that,  the  negotiation  being  stiU 
pending}  it  is  proper  for  me  to  request  the  com- 
muaieationa  ma.T  be  considered  as  confidential. 

TH.  JEFFBRSON. 

Dbobhbsb  7, 1807. 

(Tba  doeasnenU  referred  te  in  the  above  message 
are  iaeluded  among  those  omniimieetsd  bjrths  pvUie 
of  March  »,  1808.] 


GRKAT  BRTTAnr  AND  FRANCE. 

[CommuDicated  to  Congress  December  IS,  1807.] 
To  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of 

RepretmtativeM  of  the  United  Statet.- 
The  commonieations  now  made,  showing  the 
great  and  increasing  dangers  with  which  our  re*- 
aeU,  our  seamen,  and  merchandise,  are  threatened, 
oa  the  high  seas  and  elsewhere,  from  the  bellige- 
»Dt  Powers  of  Europe,  and  it  baiog  of  the  greats 
«st  importaaca  to  keep  in  safety  tneae  casential 
resources,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  TCcommend  the 
aobjact  to  the  eonaidacation  of  Coagreas,  who 
Vifl  doubtless  perceive  all  the  adraatages  wluoh 
may  be  expected  from  an  inhibition  of  the  depar- 
ture of  our  T«ssab  fsom  the  porta  of  the  Uattad 
States. 

Their  wisdom  will  also  see  the  neeeaaity  of 
making  every  preparation  for  whatever  events  may 
grow  out  of  the  preseat  crisis. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

OaoBHBBB  18, 1807. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  '  Grand  Judge,  Minister  of 
Justice,  to  the  Imperial  Attomej  Gl«neral  for  the 
Ceundl  of  Priies. 

Pabis,  September  18, 1S07. 

Eha:  I  havosubmitted  to  His  Majesty  the  Bm- 
peitir  and  Kin^,  the  doubts  raised  by  His  Bxcel- 
leney  the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Coioaies,  on  the 
extent  of  certain  dispositions  of  the  Imperial  De- 
cree of  the  21st  November,  1806,  which  has  de- 
clared the  British  isles  in  a  stale  ctf  blockade. 
The  following  are  His  Majesty's  inlentioBs  on  the 
points  in  questiou : 

1.  Maf  vessds  of  war.  by  virtue  of  the  Impe- 
rial decree  of  the  21st  November  last,  setae,  en 
board  neutral  vessels,  either  Eogtieh  property,  or 
«rea  all  roecehaodise  proeeediBg  from  the  Eng- 
iiah  manufacturers  or  territory  ? 

A«BWK.  His  Majcaty  baa  wtinated  that,  as  he 


did  not  tUttk  pnfa  to  cxprem  aajr  an^iioB  ti 
his  dearee,  then  la  ao  gnmad  for  Hukiai  aoy  it 
iu  eaeoutioa,  in  relation  to  aar  whattsomr,  (a 
l'6gard  de  qui  qua  ee  peat  toe.) 

U.  His  Majesty  has  postponed  a  decision  oaths 
qoaation,  wbathcr  armed  French  vessels  entht  t* 
eaptoce  lieutral  veaaela  booad  to  or  6om  Bwhaili 
even  whea  tbc]r  hava  no  Bagliah  mai^aBmm 
board. 

BBGNIBR. 

[Nora. — ^That  a  proclamation  On  the  subject  of  En- 
pressments  by  the  British  Government  bss  been  oA- 
dally  made  known ;  but  not  the  instrument  ita^  TIw 
enclosed  form,  however,  has  been  published  k  sntht 
manner  as  to  leave  no  doubt  ef  its  eonectness  «Amn> 
tiaUy.  TH.J.] 

Prom  the  London  Gazette,  OoL  17. 

Br  TBE  Eiito — A  Pboclamatiok, 

For  recalling  and  jrrohibiting  Britiek  $eama 
from  terving  foreign  Prince*  and  SttUet. 

Gbobob  R.:  Whereas  it  hath  been  represmtil 
unto  us,  ibat  great  ikumbers  of  mariaen  aad  ua* 
faring  men,  our  naUral-boraaubjeets,  have  bess 
enticed  to  enter  into  the  service  of  foreign  Stsut, 
and  are  now  actuall  j[  serving,  as  well  on  boaid  tbe 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  said  foreign  Stttes, 
as  on  board  the  merchant  vessels  belonging  loiheir 
autgeels,  notwithstanding  our  former  ProeUM* 
tioa  recalling  themf  contrary  to  the  duty  and  al- 
legiance which  our  said  SDbsaola  owe  to  lai 
to  the  great  disservice  of  ihetr  nativa  conatir; 
we  hava,  therefore,  thought  it  naeeamty,  at  lu 
present  moment,  vhan  ow  kingdom  is  menacsd 
and  endangered,  and  whea  tkemaritimertghnoa 
which  its  power  and  greatness  do  mainly  Sumi, 
are  disputed  and  eallud  in  question,  to'publisn,  ^ 
and  with  the  advice  of  oar  Privy  Council,  tw 
our  Royal  Proolamatiou :  We  do  hereby  striedf 
charge  and  oommaud  all  masters  of  t^ips,  piloi^ 
mariaers,  and  other  seafaring  men,  bMngonrBSi' 
urat-boro  subjects,  who  may  have  been  eniieei 
into  the  pay  or  service  of  any  forc^go  State.w^ 
serve  in  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  that  foit&wiik 
they  and  every  of  them  do  (aocordiog  to  their  booa* 
den  duty  and  allegiance,  and  in  eoosideratitm  thit 
their  native  conatry  hath  need  of  all  their  sirn' 
ces)  withdraw  ibemeeLves,  and  d^art  fiNwi,  sai 
qwut  auoh  foreign  servioe^  and  do  ratom  hone  ts 
their  native  aountrjr;  or  do  enter  on  boaedsaek 
of  our  ships  of  war  as  thejr  may^  clianoe  to  fiiUia 
with,  eiUier  oa  the  high  aeas,  or  in  any  rircA 
waters,  havens,  roads,  porta,  orplaoai^  whatioevtf 
or  wheresoever. 

And,  for  the  better  eiecutiea  of  the  pnrposM« 
this  our  Royal  ProdaaaatMn,  ws  do  aatherizc  aai 
command  aU  cajptaini,  maater^  and  others,  coa- 
mandiag  our  shijM  and  vcsaeb  of  war,  to  suf 
and  maae  stay  of  all  and  every  sue^  person  or 
persons  (being  oar  natural-ham  subjects}  as  shall 
endeavor  to  transport  or  enter  thenwrives  into  tbe 
service  of  any  for^n  StatejCmtrary  to  the  ia* 
teat  and  command  ofthis  oar  Royal  Proolamalioi, 
and (o  aeiae  upon,  take^and  hriog  awari*^ 
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peruHU  af  afttrmid,  who  shall  be  found  to  be  em- 
ployed or  wrTiD^  io  aoy  foreign  merehantvlitp  or 
Tencl  as  aforesaid;  bat  we  do  strictly  enjoin  all 
Hcfa  onrcaptaina^  masters,  and  other^  that  they 
io  permit  no  man  to  so  on  board  sneh  ships  and 
tnmIi  bekm^nf  to  States  at  amity  trith  as,  for 
the  purpm  of  so  seizing*  upon,  tiaking.aDd  briojif* 
ing  away,  soeh  persona  aforesaid,  for  whose  dis- 
erect  and  orderly  demeeoor  the  said  captains  can* 
Dot  ftoawer ;  and  that  they  do  take  especial  care 
that  DO  aDDecessary  violence  be  done  or  offered  to 
the  resiel,  or  to  the  remainder  of  the  crew,  from 
Mt  of  which  such  persona  shall  be  taken. 

And  in  case  of  tbeir  recelrin^  information  of 
any  >ach  person  or  persons  betng  employed  or 
KTf  tw  on  board  of  toy  ship  of  war  belonging  to 
ndi  ioreiga  State  at  amity  with  m,  we  do  au* 
tboHze  and  command  oar  captains,  mastcro,  and 
othen,  eommaadfng,  oar  ^hine  of  war,  to  reqoire 
<tf  the  captain  or  commander  of  sneh  foreien 
ahip  of  warj  that  he  do  forthwith  release  and  dia- 
ehfage  sneh  person  or  persons,  being  onr  natnral- 
bm  Bobjeet  or  subjects;  and  if  sach  release  and 
lisehai^  shall  be  refssed,  then  to  transmit  infor- 
mttion  of  sneh  refusal  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  squadron  nader  whose  oiders  such 
mtain  or  commander  shall  be  then  serving ; 
mieh  information  the  saidComroander-in-Ghief 
is  h«re^  strictly  directed  and  enjoioed  to  tratift- 
fi)it,wini  tb«  least  possible  delay,  to  our  Minister 
Resident  rea^dtng-  at  the  seat  of  Qovemment  of 
that  State  to  which  the  said  foreign  ship  of  war 
*all  beloDgTi  or  lo  onr  Lord  High  Admiral,  «■ 
Lofdi  Comtnittioiters  of  the  Admiralty  for  the 
tku  beinf .  iQ  order  that  m,  being  apprized  of 
neh  prooeedittg,  may  fbrChwIni  direct  the  aeces- 
tary  step*  to  be  taken  for  obtaining  redress  from 
the  OoTemmebt  to  wUeb  such  foreigB  ship  of 
war  shall  belongr,ior  the  injury  done  to  ns  by  tiie 
QnwarraMed  detehtioa  or  nattural-bom  aubjeets 
la  the  servioe  of  a  foreign  Sute. 

Aad  whereas  it  has  Men  further  represented 
ODtoas,  that  divers  mariners  and  seafaring  men, 
oar  natnral-born  subjects,  have  been  induced  to 
accept  letters  of  nataralizaiioo,  or  certificates  of 
cittzenthip,  from  foreign  States;  and  have  been 
tAogfat  lobel'ieve  that, l»y  such  letters  or  certiO- 
oate^  they  are  discharged  from  that  doty  of  al- 
Iqmec  which,  a*  our  aatural'bom  sabjeais. 
^*9f  owe  lo  ns;  now  we  do  hereby  warn  all 
•Deo  narinerf,  seafaring  men,  and  others,  onr 
Bttntal^tnrB  snt^ts.  that  Ao  aueh  letters  of  nat- 
aiaKtttSon,  or  eertlooates  of  citizenship,  do,  or 
no,  in  any  manner,  direst  our  naiarat-bora  sab- 
jeetsof  the  affaf  iane*,  or  in  any  d^ee  alter  the 
daiy  which  they  owe  to  as  their  lawfal  Sore- 
ni^.  Bat,  in  consideration  of  the  error  into 
which  such  mariners  and  seafariog  men  as  afore- 
mi  may  have  been  led,  we  do  hereby  pnblish  and 
declare  onr  free  pardon  to  alt  such  our  subjects, 
who,  repenting  of  the  delosioD  under  which  they 
have  aetedj  shall  immediately,  upon  the  know!' 
edge  of  this  our  Royal  Proclamatioo,  withdraw 
themselves  from  foreign  service,  and  return  to 
tbeir  allegiance  to  us;  and  we  do  declare  that  all 
•oeh  sabjeets^  who  shall  ctmtlirae  in  Uie  servtee 


of  foreign  Statei^  ia  disregard  and  contempt  of 
this  our  Royal  Proclamation,  will  not  only  incnr 
onr  pst  displeasure,  but  are  liable  to  be  proceeded 
against  for  such  contempt,  and  shall  be  proceeded 
against  accordingly ;  aod  we  do  hereby  dectere, 
that  if  any  such  masters  of  ships,  pilots,  mariners, 
seamen,  shipwrights,  or  other  seafaring  men,  (be- 
ing our  natural-torn  sabjects,)  shall  be  taken  in 
any  foreign  service  by  the  Algerines,  or  other 
Barbary  Powers,  and  carried  into  slavery,  they 
shall  not  be  reclaimed  by  ns  as  subjects  of  Qreat 
Britain. 

And  we  do  hereby  notify,  that  all  such  our  sub- 
jects as  afbresaid,  who  have  volnntarily  entered, 
or  shall  enter,  or  voluntarily  cootinae  to  serve  on 
board  of  any  ships  of  war  belonging  to  any  for- 
eign State  at  enmity  with  as,  are  aod  will  be 
gnilty  of  high  treason ;  and  w«  do  by  this  our 
Roj^al  Proeuimation  declare,  that  tfaey  shall  be 
punished  with  the  utmost  severity  of  the  law. 

Oiven  at  onr  Court  at  the  QjieeB*s  Pahue,  the 
sixteenth  day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  scvra,  and  m  the  forty-aeventh  year  of 
our  reign. 

God  save  the  Kmg. 


TRIFOLl— BAMST  CARAHAIXL 

[Snorted  lo  ttw  Boose  Deeembei  1^  1807.] 
The  committee  to  whom  was  reArrad  the  letter 
of  William  Eaton,  communicating  a  mem(HM 
from  Hamet  Caraioalli,  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli, 
report: 

That  the  memorial  is  dated  "Syracnse,  the 
I8th  of  Fd)ruary,  1807,"  in  which  the  memorial 
states,  that  he  has  sacrificed  all  his  means  of  stm- 
port,  and  exposed  his  life  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates ;  that  he  is  in  exile  at  Syracuse, 
far  from  his  fhiUily,  and  deprived  of  every  conve- 
nience  of  life;  that  be  had  hoped  to  be  reeonl- 

fensed  by  ao  eqaivatent  to  his  nsefnlness  and  to 
is  sacrifices;  tnat  the  promises  made  to  him  ad* 
mitled  no  suspicion  that  so  much  time  would 
have  elapsed,  and  that  hope  not  yet  realized.  He' 
complains  of  the  delay  in  affording  him  relief,  and 
appeals  to  the  magQanimity  of  Congress  to  re- 
store  him  to  his  family,  and  to  grant  nira  a  com- 
peteot  support. 

The  committee  bariog  ezammed  the  subjeef, 
find  the  following  to  be  »  brief  atatemeut  of  the 
facta  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  memorialist, 
and  bis  claim  to  fbrther  remoneration  from  tbto 
Qovemment. 

The  memorialist,  Hamet  CaramaH!,  being 
driven  from  the  throne  of  Tripoli  by  bis  younger 
brother,  the  present  reigning  Bashaw;^  having 
made  various  unsuccessful  efforts  to  regain  it,  and 
still  meditating  the  recovery  of  his  inheritance; 
in  1804,  while  the  United  States-were  prosecuting 
a  war  with  that  State,  it  was  represented  to  the 
Bxecative  that  a  co-operation  with  our  forces  was 
desirable  to  the  ex-Bashaw ;  bat,  in  order  to  ent'- 
bte  him  to  carry  on  his  operations  wirii  greater 
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effect,  it  would  be  ueeessary  to  furoUb  him  with 
arms,  ammunition;  and  some  money. 

Coasidering  that  concerted  operations  with  him 
against  the  reigning  Bashaw,  who  was  then  hit 
as  well  as  our  common  enemy,  was  justifiable, 
and  mi^bt  be  produciire  of  beneficial  efiects  to 
both,  without  biDdin?  this  Qovernmeat  to  pursue 
the  war  any  longer  than  to  effect  the  objects  for 
which  it  was  commenced,  the  Ezecutire  author- 
ized Commodore  Barron,  then  proceeding  with 
his  squadron  to  the  Mediterranean,  to  enter  into 
such  an  understanding  with  the  ex-Bashaw,  if  he 
should  deem  it  nseful  to  co-operate  with  him }  and, 
in  that  ease,  to  furnish  him  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  money,  to  a  moderate  extent. 

It  appears  to  the  committee,  that  Commodore 
Barron  perfectly  understood  his  instructions^  to 
go  DO  fottber  than  to  authorize  a  co-operation 
with  the  ex-Bashaw,  learing  the  agents  of  oar 
Gorerament  at  full  libertjr  to  conclude  a  peace 
with  the  Regency  of  Tripoli,  wfaeaever  such 
terms  should  be  offered  by  that  Power,  as  our 
agent,  authorized  to  negotiate  a  treaty  and  coa- 
clude  such  peace,  should  think  proper  to  accept 
of,  and  the  Commodore's  tetter  to  Qeneral  Eaton, 
who  joined  the  ex-Bashaw  in  bis  operations  by 
land,  appears  to  be  conformable  to  that  opinion  of 
hu  powers. 

That,  when  the  ez-BasbaWj  with  the  aid  of 
General  Eaton  and  a  number  of  other  Americans, 
«  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  arms  and  other 
supplies  furnished  hr  Commodore  Barron^  had 
xecorered  the  city  of  Derne,  and  the  possession  of 
that  province,  from  which  he  had  formerly  been 
driTeo,  oTertores  of  peace  weremade  by  the  reign- 
ing Bashaw  to  our  agent,  Mr.  Lear,  and  a  peace 
concluded  with  that  Regency. 

That,  in  one  of  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  it  is 
stipulated  that  the  Americans  will  use  all  the 
means  in  their  power  to  persuade  the  ex-Bashaw 
to  withdraw  from  the  territory  of  the  reigning 
Bashaw,  but  not  employ  force  or  improper  means 
to  effect  it ;  and,  in  case  he  should  withdraw  him- 
self as  aforesaid,  the  reigning  Bashaw  engaged  to 
delirer  up  to  him  his  wife  and  children.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  to  the  committee,  that  the  ioflu- 
eaoe  and  resources  of  the  ex-Bashaw  were  so  small, 
although  ia  possession  of  that  province,  that  he 
himself  considered  it  necesnrr  to  his  owa  safety 
that  he  should  withdraw }  an±  therefore,  this  cir- 
cumstance can  form  no  ground  of  a  claim  on  this 
Qorernment;  and  that  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty, 
on  the  part  of  the  reigning  Bashaw,  to  delivei  up 
his  wife  and  childreo,  in  case  he  should  so  with- 
draw himself,  was  not  in  consequence  of  any  pre- 
Tious  engagement  on  the  part  of  this  Government 
to  effect  that  object. 

That  the  ex-Bashaw  left  Derne  io  June,  and 
arrived  at  Syracuse  in  July,  1805, and  that  he  still 
resides  at  that  place,  with  a  few  of  his  followers 
or  suite,  which  are  said  to  be  about  twelre  or 
fifteen  in  number. 

That,  from  the  12th  July,  1805,  to  the  12th  May, 
1607,  he  received  from  Mr.  Dyson*  navy  agent, 
on  an  order  issued  by  Commodore  Rodgers,  two 
hundred  dollars  per  month,  amouotiog  to  four 


thousand  four  hundred  dollars;  and  that,io  the 
month  of  May  or  June  list  the  further  sum  of  tm 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars, appropriated  byu 
act  passed  the  21st  April,  1806,  was  alto  paid  him, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  six  thousand  eigbt 
hundred  doUars}  by  which  it  will  be  seen,  thit,u 
the  date  of  hii  memorial  he  was  receiving  regi- 
larly  two  hundred  dollars  per  month;  tod  tut, 
since  its  dat&  he  has  also  received  two  thoasaad 
four  hundred  dollars. 

That,  although  the  wife  and  ebildren  of  the  ex- 
Bashaw  were  not  delivered  up  on  the  3d  of  Jnae  I 
last,  nor  any  provision  made  by  the  leignfog  Bt- 
shaw  for  his  support,  yet  he  had  given  asmiaaeci 
to  the  American  Coosal  at  Trip(^  that  aid 
wife  and  children  would  be  deUrered  at  aayiiat 
a  conveyance  could  be  procured  for  them ;  sad 
that  expectations  were  entertained  by  the  ComI  ' 
that  the  raUng  Bashaw  would  make  some  pees- 
niary  arrangements  for  his  brother  and  theoihet 
exiles. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  althoogh  Iba 
United  States  are  not  under  any  obligation  to  ntp> 
port  the  ex-Bashaw,  or  to  have  given  him  wut 
has  already  been  bestowed,  yet  as  an  act  of  gea* 
erosity  on  the  part  of  Government  towards  u 
individual  who  may  have  rendered  it  Bervicei,aad 
whose  expectations  may  have  been  impr^eriy 
raised  in  relation  to  the  truMactioa  which  utu 
cause  of  the  present  application,  the  eniuiittecste 
of  opinion  that  a  sum,  in  addiiioa  to  what  hti 
already  been  E«id  to  him,  should  be  placed  in  ths 
power  of  the  Executive,  to  be  paid  over,  under  Ui 
direction,  to  the  ex-Bashaw ;  bat  with  the  oader- 
stauding  that  he  is  not  to  expect  any  further  pe- 
cuniary aid  from  this  Government.  The  coo* 
mitiee,  therefore,  sabmit  the  following  resolotiM 
for  the  eonsideratioD  of  the  House : 

Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  —  dollars  be,«Bd 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  <tf  any  mooey 
in  the  Treasury  oot  otherwise  appropriated, to  b* 
paid,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  lbs 
United  States,  to  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex-Baskav 
of  Tripoli. 


WisawaToic  Citt,  Afoo.  3, 1807. 
Sib:  I  beg  leave,  through  the  mediam  of  the 
Chair,  to  lay  the  eneloeed  oommtuicatton  btfoce 
the  ReptesentMivest>f  the  United  States  ia  Cof 
grass. 

1  have  the  hcmor  to  he,  very  Tcapectftally,  Ac., 
WILLIAM  BATON. 
The  Hon.  the  SpnaKU 

of  (he  Eaim  «f  ReprtteMtatiMt. 

To  the  honorabie  the  Senate  and  Hoiue  of  Reprettai^ 
Uvea  of  the  United  State$,in  Congrett  auembUd: 
Since  the  adjournment  of  the  first  se«ioo  of  the 
ninth  Congress,  I  have  received,  at  different  times, 
communications  from  Hamet  Caramalli,  ex-Bash- 
aw of  Tripoli,  stating  his  distressed  situation,  aod 
im[doring  relief  from  the  beneficence  of  the  Called 
States;  vhich  communications  have  been  tiaat* 
mitted  to  the  proper  deparlmenL  I  have  the  bonW 
to  offer,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress  a  traas- 
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htei  copy  of  the  lut  address  from  bim,  (the  ori- 
gioal  in  ualtaD  is  in  the  office  of  ttie  Departmeot 
of  State,)  which  is  eridently  intended  for  the  Rep- 
RsentagTes  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
•ad  is  u  A)Uow8 : 

BTRAcnsE,  FebniaTy  18, 1807. 
To  thdr  Mait  Serene  Highneutt  .- 

lo  the  depth  of  my  miseries,  my  only  conspla- 
tion  has  been  the  reliance  I  placed  on  the  power- 
faI;BOpport  of  a  RepoUie  so  distinguished  ihroogh- 
ont  the  world  for  ^t  justice  which  protecu  tod 
sastains  whoever  conmles  himself  to  her  patron- 
•fe.  This  ertdulity,  resigned  me  wholly  to  her 
4taecetiaD.  But  I  could  D«Ter  hare  ihoi^ht  that 
Uiis  roy  eonfidoMe  should  work  out  my  individual 
destrnclloii.  I  bare  sacrificed  all  my  means,  and 
exposed  my  life  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  impossible  for  me  to  expect,  by  way  of  rec- 
ompense, an  exilement  hi  Syracuse,  far  irom  my 
family,  and  deprived  of  every  convenieDce  of  life. 
I  hoped  to  be  recompensed  by  an  equivalent  to  my 
Dsefuloess  and  to  my  sacrifices.  The  promises 
made  to  me  admitted  no  suspicion  tbat  so  much 
time  should  have  elapsed  and  that  hope  not  yet 
lealized,  or  that  I  should  not  yet  have  found  re- 
pose. Public  shipsofwar  have  repeatedly  returned 
aither,  which  had  been  bearers  of  my  communt- 
eations.  Seeing  myself  nevertheless  uoootieed, 
I  suspect  my  letters  have  been  miscarried}  for  it 
is  impossible  to  persuade  me — my  circumstances 
and  mnu  beiiu;  imowD  to  them — that  the  United 
States  would  abandon  me. 

3Sy  situation  does  not  enable  me  to  take  a  long 
voyage  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  personal  rep- 
resentation of  my  deplorable  cooditioQ.  I  hope 
this  exaUed  RepnUic  will  not  require  this  of  me, 
in  order  Jo  awaxen  their  feelings  to  my  just  ex- 
pressions of  solicitade  and  concern  for  myself.  It 
Toold  be  uojust  to  oeglect  my  complaints,  and 
siererely  felt  by  those  wno  occasion  them. 

I  hare  lost  my  family;  I  hare  lost  my  inherit- 
ance} my  acquisitions  and  my  fair  prospects  are 
lost  also.  I  hare  indeed  sacrificed  my  claim  to 
the  confidence  oTa  faithful  ally,  [Elfi  Bey,]  whom 
I  abandoned  throngh  my  partiality  to  the  Ameri- 
eana.  1  had  no  right  to  apprehend  that  my  devo- 
tton  and  toy  complacency  would  overwhelm  me 
ia  botktmlesa  ruio. 

To  my  own  indiridtial  sufferings  I  ought  to 
annex  also  those  of  my  faithful  people,  whose  at- 
tachment to  me  has  involved  in  the  same  wretch- 
edness—who suffer  with  me  the  same  sequestra- 
tion from  their  country,  from  tfaetr  families,  and 
&om  their  property  —  all  which  they  have  left 
through  -violations  of  those  whose  duty  it  was  to 
sistatn  them. 

I  will  not,  like  the  world,  reproach  the  Repre- 
saualiTes  of  the  American  nation  with  ingrati- 
tude. I  rather  implore  their  commiseration  to- 
wards me— at  least,  so  far  as  to  restore  to  me  my 
family,  and  to  grant  me  a  competence. 

It  is  yet  possible  that,  absent  i^rom  my  own  coun- 
try, I  maybecome  serviceable  to  the  United  States. 
My  former  sufegeets  are  erer  ready  to  derote  their 
lives  to  my  serricc:  mine  wilk  theirs  i  will  hold 


ever  ready  to  derote  to  that  of  this  exalted  Re- 
public. And  am,  forerer,  most  Serene  Highnesses, 
HAM.  BASH.  CARAMALLI, 
iSm  ofAli  BaAaw,  fc. 

Some  expectations  have  been  lately  entertained 
by  our  Goreroment,  from  the  representations  of 
Consul  Davis,  that  prorision  would  be  made  by 
the  ruling  Bashaw  of  Tripoli  for  the  subsistence 
of  his  eziled  brother.  But,  upon  information  di- 
rectly from  Syracuse,  by  George  Dyson,  Esquire, 
nary  agent  of  the  United  States,  now  in  this  city, 
it  is  rendered  certotn  that  no  relief  can  be  reUed 
on  from  that  quarter ;  and  proIxMe,  that  whatever 
encouragement  of  this  nature  had  been  held  out 
by  the  usurper,  it  bad  no  other  object  than  to 
betray  his  brother  to  destruction. 

Ha.ving  had  myself  the  chief  infloeoce.  as  an 
agent  of  the  United  States,  in  drawing  tiie  ez- 
Bashaw  from  his  situation  in  Upper  E^yptj  and 
baring,  in  conformity  to  treaty  arrangements,  been 
instrumental  in  reconciling  him  to  the  unparal- 
leled reverse  of  abandoning  his  flattering  pros- 
pects} of  relinquishing  forever  bis'hopes  of  recov- 
ering the  kingdom  wrested  from  htm  by  treasoik 
and  now  apparently  within  his  grasp;  and  of 
receding  from  victory,  like  a  prisoner,  to  a  land  of 
strangers ; — baring  effected  this  by  the  assurances 
which  I  was  authorized  to  make  to  him,  that  his 
wife  and  family  should  be  restored  to  him,  and 
that  a  manly  respect  to  his  future  well-being  would 
be  had  by  our  coontty,  it  may  not  be  deemed  in- 
eoQsistent  with  the  dictates  of  commiseration  to- 
wards the  supplicant,  nor  with  my  duties  of  respect 
towards  the  honorable  body  to  whom  his  suppli- 
cations are  addressed,  if  I  indulge  a  remark  on  th< 
occasion. 

It  is  remarkable  (for  it  is  an  incontestable  truth) 
that,  whether  the  claims  of  the  ex-Bashaw  go  to 
the  justice  or  the  generosity  of  the  United  States, 
the  use  which  was  made  of  his  services  contrib- 
uted much  if  not  wholly  infloenced  the  overtures 
of  peace  on  the  part  of  the  ruling  Bashaw;  for  it 
was  negotiated  at  a  time  when  no  coercion  of  our 
squadron  then  tn  the  Mediterranean  had  as  yet 
been  attempted  to  be  tried  upon  him,  and  when 
the  infirmities  of  Commodore  Barron  placed  such 
an  experiment  at  an  incalculable  distance.  That 
no  serious  impressions  had  from  any  quarter  been 
made  on  the  apprehensions  of  the  enemy  af^er  the 
transfer  of  the  squadron  from  Commodore  Preble 
to  Commodore  Barron,  except  what  were  im- 
pressed by  the  capture  and  subjugation  of  his 
eastern  province,  toe  internal  revolution  of  bis 
kingdom,  and  the  annihilation  of  his  army  through 
the  influence  and  co-operation  of  Hamet  Bashaw. 
That  the  United  States  alone  enjoy  the  adran- 
tages  resulting  from  those  erenis,  white  the  ex- 
Bashaw,  as  he  nas  truly  represented,  reaps  no  other 
benefit  from  his  confidence  and  his  exertions  than 
privation  and  exile,  hot  a  little  better  than  eap- 
tirity. 

It  cannot  be  contested  that  Hamet  Bashaw  has 
two  fair  claims  on  this  nation— to  be  reinsuted  in 
a  situation  as  eligible  as  that  from  which  he  has 
been  drawn,  and  to  hare  his  family  restored  to 
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him:  the  former  gmraotied  by  honorable  prom- 
iaea,  ibe  latter  by^  tbe  solemnity  of  treaty  stipula- 
tioD.  And  it  is  firmly  belifered  tbt  people  of  tbe 
United  Slates  are  litieratly  diBpoaed  to  see  those 
obl^ations  cancelled. 

^om  a  eoantry  Messed  beyond  tbe  common  lot 
of  natiooa — rich  to  her  means,  and  proud  in  the 
righteoasoess  of  her  dtnpositiona—does  not  honor, 
jostice,  and  hnmaDityt  eire  the  world  a  riffht  to 
oxpeet  that  the  haad  of  eharitr  at  least  mil  be 
opened  to  a  friend  whom,  witbont  his  ftnlt  or 
iree  agency,  and  from  causes  so  notorious,  accU 
dent  has  thrown  into  miserr  so  profound  as  this 
anfortunate  Prince  now  suaent 

It  oQght  Dot  to  be  concealed  from  Congress,  also, 
that  there  are  at  Malta  aod  elsewhere  sundry  for- 
eigners—Frenchmen, Greeks,  and  Mahometaos— 
whose  wounds  received  in  the  service  of  tbe  Uoi- 
ttd  States,  in  the  Province  of  Deroe,  render  them 
iacBpabte  of  acquiring  a  subsistence,  and  to  whose 
oases  no  proTisioas  made  by  law  can  be  utended. 

Most  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  EATON. 


General  Eaton  to  General  Thomas. 

Sib  :  My  siatemen  t  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Represenutivea  of  February  30. 1804,  aod  to 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Nary  of  August,  1806,  are  fair 
indices  to  all  our  engagements  with  Hamet  Car- 
aroalli,  ex-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  aod  to  the  result  of 
the  measures  concerted  with  him.  Much  docu* 
ment  concerning  this  subject  has  been  exhibited, 
both  to  the  committee  of  the  Senate  and  to  that 
of  the  House  of  Representatires,  who  bad  it  under 
conHderation  during  the  first  sesiioo  of  the  ninth 
Congress;  to  which  recurrence  may  now  be  had 
for  iofonnatiott. 

The  general  iostiiietions  from  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Navy  of  1804"'5,  to  tbe  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  expedition,  (Commodore  Barron,)  and  the 
instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  June  6, 
1804,  and  April  20, 1805,  to  the  Commissioner, 
(Mr.  Lear,)  show  the  views  and  expectations  of 
Qoveroment,  tK>th  in  regard  to  tbe  operations  of 
the  force  provided  for  the  Mediterranean,  and  to 
the  terms  on  which  peace  might  be  concluded. 
It  will  appear,  oa  examination,  that  in  both  Qov- 
ernment  have  been  disappointed.  To  those  ex- 
hibits, and  tbe  comments  of  the  committee  of  the 
Senate  thereon,  in  their  report,  it  seems  nothing 
need  be  added  to  enable  your  committee  to  form 
a  clear  opinion  on  the  sohject  referred  to  them. 

Tbe  fmlowiog  copy  of  an  order  from  Commo- 
dore Rod^rs,  and  the  statement  annexed,  show 
the  provisions  paased  to  the  Bashaw  since  our  hav- 
iiig  removed  him  from  the  Province  of  Decne,  in 
hii  kingdom: 

U.  S.  Skip  CoNnriToTioN, 

8yncttte,  July  12, 1805. 
Sir:  For  the  snbsistenee  itf  Hamet  Bashaw, 
jroD  will  be  pleased  to  pay  him  two  hundred  Span- 
ub  dollar*  per  month,  on  aeeount  of  the  United 
Slaten,  giving  htm  one  month  in  advance. 

This  order  to  eontiane  in  force  until  the  pleas- 
ore  of  the  Oovemnunt  of  the  United  SMca  ahait 


be  made  known  to  you  through  a  regular  ehaand; 
observing  at  the  same  time  that  on  bis  Iwiag 
this  island  without  my  consent,  you  are  to  cofr 
sider  this  obligation  as  no  longer  obliging  yeatt 
make  him  any  further  advances  oaaccouatoflki 
United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be.sir.yoorobedientiernil, 
JOHN  B0DGE&8. 

OsoBOB  Dtson,  Esq., 

U.  j9.  Navy  Agtnt,  Syracu§e. 

WAaaiNOToa  Cirv,  Nov,  12, 1807. 

I  certify  the  nbave  to  be  a  troe  copy  from  tht 
origiaaL  QBOaaB  DYSON. 

On  the  wifhtn  <^d«p,  Mr.  Dyson  paid  fain,ii 
to  the  19tfa  of  May,  1B07, 94,400 ;  and  ia  tbe«ei 
of  May  or  beg  inning  of  June  of  the  tame  year,  the 
further  sam  of  ^,400,  agreeably  to  special  ippro* 
pnaUon^^motintiag  to  9^,800. 

Tbe  number  of  the  Bashaw's  entte.  on  ininl 
at  Syracuse,  was  about  forty,  attached  to  hii  pt^ 
son.  That  number  is  redaeed,  by  death  or  Mo- 
tion, to  about  twdve  or  fifteen. 

The  moveaUe  property,  cuosistiog  of  honw 
camels,  arms,  and  clothing,  which  be  abniloBei 
at  Dome,  did  not  exceed  9W,000.  Butwhendrtn 
from  Upper  Egypt,  he  was  at  the  bead  of  ite 
MameluKe  Arabs,  as  Oeaeral-in  chief,  in  allaiee 
with  BIfi  Bey.  He  cannot  return  thither. 

The  sunt  of  $30,000  or  $40,000  might  be  e«n- 
lidered  a  generous  provision  forhisfuturenWi^ 
encej  but,  to  enable  him  to  enjoy  it  be  iImU 
be  removed  to  lome  part  of  the  TnAUi  dinit> 
ion..  Veryreepectfofty^j. 

Hon.  D.  Tbohas,  Chaimeai, 

The  Seontary  of  State  to  Mr.llMMfc 
Dbpartmskt  op  Stats,  Nbo.  It,  1807. 

Sir :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  imiuit, 
making  certain  inqoiries  relative  to  tbe  cX'Baifaaw 
of  Tripoli,  I  have  the  honor  to  observe^  that  thi 
execution  of  the  act  of  Congress  appropriiiiis 
$2,400  to  his  immediate  relief  faarfag  taken  phM 
through  the  Navy  Department,  the  iDformttiM 
requited  on  that  point  does  not  belong  to  this. 

On  the  other  jwint^  I  have  to  sute  that  tM 
wife  and  children  of  the  ex-Basbaw  had  6ot  been 
delivered  up  on  the  3d  of  Jane  last;  birt  therein 
ing  Bashaw  had  given  assurances  to  the  Americu 
Consul  at  Tripoli,  that  it  would  be  done  at  M 
time  when  a  conveyance  should  be  procured  m 
them;  and  expectations  were  entertained bytw 
Consul  that  some  pecuniary  arrangemeai  wom 
also  be  made  by  the  reigning  Bashaw  for  tbe  ex- 
iles:  to  what  precise  or  pn^dile  amount  is  act 
explained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  nr, 

your  most  obedient  servant,   

JAMES  MADISON. 

Hon.  D.  Thomas,  CRcwVnKift,  f  c. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Mr.  Thomis. 
Navy  Dbpabtmemt,  Nov,  16, 1867. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  hwor  of  receiving  jrov 
tsttsf  oftbelStbiMtKikt.  . 
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Tke  ram  of  93400  tppropmied  br  act  of  Cod- 

Stt*  of  3l8t  April,  1806,  for  the  relief  uf  Hamet 
aramalli,  ei-Bashaw  of  Tripoli,  was  remitted 
to  the  officer  cotooaandiog  ibe  naval  forces  in  the 
Mediterraoean,  in  Juoe,  1806;  aod  althoujth  (he 
N«ry  DepartmeDt  dow  not  posatesa  any  official 
iaformaiion  as  to  the  faet  of  tfaiii'  moaey  baring 
be^  paid  orer  to  Haoaet  CaraDiaUi,  yet  there  ex- 
ists good  reason  to  presume  that  it  was  paid  to 
him ;  thai  in  May,  1807,  91^,  part  of  the  $11,' 
400,  was  paid  to  bim,  and  inat  in  June,  1807,.ifaie 
balanee,  viz :  ^l^^HO,  was  paid  to  him. 

Thecommaading  officer  to  whom  the  remit- 
tance was  made  baa  lately  arrired  in  the  country, 
and  will  shortly  exhibit  hisaccoants  for  settlement, 
wben  SuW  information  wiU  be  afiurded  apoa  the 
subject  of  these  payments. 

I  iiare  the  hooor  to  bc^  nspeetfuUy,  sir,  your 
obedient  aerrant, 

ROBERT  SMITH. 
Hud.  D.  Thomas,  Chairman, 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Commonicated  to  Congress,  Ftbrmtj  4,1008.] 
lb  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Sepretentativet  of  the  United  Statet  .■ 
Hmring  received  an  official  communication  of 
certain  orders  of  the  British  Qovernment  against 
the  maritime  rigbts  of  neutrals,  bearing  date  the 
11th  of  November,  1807, 1  transmit  them  to  Con- 
gress as  a  further  proof  of  the  ioereasiag  dangers 
to  our  navigatioD  aod  commerce  which  led  tqtbe 

Covident  measure  of  the  aet  of  the  present  session 
ring  an  embargo  on  our  own  vessels. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

PEnoARy  %  1^. 


At  the  Court  at  the  ^eeo's  Palace,  the  11th  No- 
Tember,  1807^  present,  the  King's  Most  Excel- 
lent Majesty  m  Council. 
Whereas  certain  orders,  establisbio^  an  unpre- 
cedeDted  system,  of  warfare  against  this  kingdom, 
and  aimed  especially  at  the  destruction  of  its  eom- 
merce  and  resources,  were,  sometime  since,  issued 
br  tbc  Government  of  i^raoca,  by  whicn  ^'  the 
Sritiah  islanda  were  declared  to  be  in  a  state  pf 
blockade^"  thereby  subjeeting  to  eaptare  and  eon- 
demiMtioo  all^veasela,  with  tbeir  cargoes,  which 
■faoald  continue  to  traje  with  His  Majesty's  do- 
miniom : 

And  whereas  by  the  same  orders,  "  all  trading 
in  BUiglish  merchandise  is  prohibited,  and  every 
article  of  merchandise  belonging  to  Esfj^aodi  or 
coming  from  her  colonies,  or  of  her  maonfacture, 
ia  declared  lawful  prize 

And  whereas  tne  nations  in  alUance  with 
France,  and  under  her  control,  were  required  to 
give,  and  have  given,  and  do  give  effect  to  such 
ordera : 

Ajtd  whereas  His  Majesty's  order  of  the  7tb  of 
Jaaaary  last  has  not  answered  the  desirad  piupose, 
either  of  compelling  the  enemy  to  recall  those 
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orders,  or  of  indaeing  neutral  natiooB  to  iaterposi^ 
with  efleet.  to  obtain  their  revocatioo,  btit,  on  the 
contrary,  the  same  have  been  recently  enforced 
with  increased  rl^or: 

And  whereas  His  Majesty,  under  these  circum- 
stances, finds  himself  compelled  to  take  farther 
measures  for  asserting  and  vindicating  his  just 
rights,  and  for  supporting  that  maritime  power 
which  the  exertions  and  valor  of  this  people  have, 
under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  enabled  bim  to 
establish  and  malniain  *,  and  the  maintenance  of 
which  is  not  more  essential  to  the  safety  and  pro^ 
parity  of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  than  it  is  to 
the  protection  of  such  States  as  still  retain  their 
independence,  and  to  the  general  intercourse  aod 
happiness  of  mankind : 

His  Majesty  is  therefore  pleased,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Coaocil,  to  order,  and  It  ia 
hereby  ordered,  that  all  the  ports  and  places  of 
France  aod  her  allies,  or  of  any  othtt  country  at 
war  with  His  Majesty,  and  all  other  porta  or  places 
in  Europe,  from  whicn,  although  not  at  war  with 
His  Majesty,  the  British  flag  is  excluded,  and  all 

Eorta  or  places  in  the  colonies  belonging  to  His 
lajesty's  enemies,  shallj  from  henceforth,  beanb* 
jeot  t6  the  same  restrictions  in  point  of  trade  and 
navigation,  with  the  exceptions  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, as  if  the  same  were  actually  blockaded  by 
His  Majesty's  naval  forces  in  the  most  strict  and 
rigorous  manner.  And  it  is  hereby  farther  or- 
dered and  declared,  that  all  trade  in  articles  which 
are  of  tbe  produce  or  manuiacture  of  the  said 
countries,  or  colonies,  shall  be  deemed  aod  con- 
sidered to  be  unlawful ;  and  that  every  vessel  tra- 
ding from  or  to  the  said  countries,  or  colonies,  to- 
gether with  ail  goods  and  merehendise  on.  boerd, 
and  alt  articles  of  tbc  prodoce  or  nunafacture  oi 
the  said  eountries,  or  colonies,  shall  be  capture^ 
and  condemned  as  prize  to  the  captors. 

But,  ahbongh  His  Majesty  woald  be  fully  jos- 
ttfied,  by  the  oireumatances  and  coasiderations 
above  racital,  in  establishing  such  system  of  rer 
strictions  with  respect  to  ^1  the  countries  and 
colonies  of  his  enemies,  without  exception  ot 
qnalifieatiob ;  yet,  His Majesty,being  nevertheless 
desirous  not  to  subject  neutrals  to  any  greater  inr 
conTeoieooe  than  is  absolutely  inseparable  froul 
the  carrying  into  eSect  His  Majesty's  just  de»er- 
mination  locoanteract  the  designs  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  retort  upon  bis  enemies  tbemselres  tbe 
eoDsequeneea  of  tbeir  own  violence  and  injustice  | 
and  being  ycc  willing  to  hope  that  it  may  bepoe- 
sible  (eooautently  with  that  object)  still  to  allow 
to  aentrala  the  opportaniiy  «  fnmiahing  tbem- 
selfiea  with  colonial  prodnee  for  their  own  eoii^ 
aumptioD  and  supply;  and  even  to  leave  opei^ 
foe  tbe  present,  such  trade  with  His  Majesty'a 
enemies  as  shall  be  carried  on  direcllr  with  tu 
ports  of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  or  oi  his  allies, 
in  the  manner  bereinaf^r  mentioned ; 

His  Majesty  is  therefore  pleased  further  to  or- 
der, and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  nothing  herein 
ooniatoed  shall  extend  to  subject  to  capture  or 
condemoatioo  any  vessel,  or  the  cargo  of  any  vesr 
aeL  beloBgittg  to  any  conntry  not  declared  by  this 
onUfe  to  be  anbjcetcd  to  the  restriction  incident  to 
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ft  sttte  of  bloekadfc  which  shall  hare  cleared  eat 
vith  such  car^o  from  lome  port^  or  place  of  the 

coBDtrjr  to  which  she  belong,  either  ia  Burope 
or  America,  or  from  some  free  port  io  His  Majes- 
ty^ colonies,  noder  oircumstances  io  which  such 
trade  from  sach  free  ports  is  permitted,  direct  to 
some  port  or  place  ia  the  colonies  of  his  Majes- 
ty's enemies,  or  from  those  colonies  direct  to  the 
country  to  which  soch  vessel  belonffs,  or  to  some 
free  port  in  His  Majesty's  colonies,  lo  snob  cases, 
and  with  such  articles,  as  it  [Day  be  lawful  to  im- 
port into  sach  free  port ;  nor  to  any  ressel,  or  the 
cargo  of  any  ressel,  belonging  to  any  oountry  not 
ftt  war  with  His  Majesty,  which  shall  hare  cleared 
out  from  some  port  or  place  in  this  kingdom,  or 
from  Qibraltar  or  Malta,  under  such  regulations 
fts  His  Majesty  may  think  fit  to  peseribe,  or  from 
uy  port  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  allies,  and 
•ball  be  proceeding  direct  to  the  port  specified  in 
ber  clearance ;  nor  to  any  resset,  or  the  cargo  at 
maj  vessel,  belonging  to  any  country  not  at  war 
viih  His  Majesty,  which  sbaU  be  coming  from 
■n^  port  or  place  in  Eorope  which  is  declared  by 
thw  order  to  be  subject  to  the  reMrictions  incident 
to  a  state  of  blockade,  destined  to  some  port  or 
place  in  Burope  belonging  to  His  Majesty,  and 
wbioh  shall  be  on  her  voyage  direct  thereto;  but 
these  exceptions  are  not  to  be  understood  as  ex* 
empting  from  capture  or  confiscation  any  vessel 
or  goods  which  sball  be  liable  thereto  in  respect 
of  navlDg  entered  or  departed  from  any  port  or 
place  actually  blockaited  oy  His  Majesty's  squad- 
rons, or  ships  of  war,  or  for  being  enemies'  pro- 
pwty,  or  for  any  other  cause  than  the  contraven- 
ttOD  «  this  present  older. 

And  the  commanders  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of 
war  and  privateers,  and  other  vessels  acting  under 
Bi»  Majesty's  commission,  sball  be,  and  are  here- 
by, instructed  to  warn  every  vessel  which  shall 
have  commenced  her  voyage  prior  to  any  noUce 
of  this  order,  and  shall  be  destined  to  any  pdrt  of 
Prance^  or  of  her  allies,  or  of  any  otha  country  at 
war  tnth  His  Majuty,  or  to  any  port  or  place 
from  which  the  British  flag  as  aforesaid  is  excla- 
ded,  or  10  any  colony  belonging  to  His  Majesty*s 
floemes,  and  which  shall  not  have  cleared  out  as  is 
faeranbefore  allowed,  to  discontinue  her  vovage, 
and  to  proceed  to  some  port  or  place  in  this  aing- 
-dom,  or  to  Qibraltar  or  Malta;  and  any  vessel 
which,  after  having  been  so  warned,  or  after  a 
reasonable  time  shall  have  been  atifordcd  for  the 
arrival  of  iafbrmalioa  of  tkia  Hii  Migesty's  ordei 
at  aay  port  or  place  from  which  she  sailed,  or 
vbkh,  aflar  having  aotice  of  this  order,  sbaU  be 
fbuad  in  the  fvoaecation  of  any  vojage  contrary 
to  the  restrictions,  contained  in  this  oider.  Bball 
ba  ca|rtared,  and,  together  with  her  cargo,  coin 
demaed  as  lawful  prize  to  the  captors. 

Aad  whereas  eoaotries,  not  engaged  in  the  war, 
have  acquiesced  in  the  orders  of  France,  prohibit- 
ing all  trade  in  any  articles  the  produce  or  maou- 
feciuve  of  His  Majesty's  dominions;  and  the  mer- 
chants of  those  countries  have  aircn  countenance 
and  effect  to  those  prohibitions  by  accepting  from 
pefBons,  siylii^  themselves  commercial  agents  of 
the  enemy,  rsaidcnt  at  neuiral  peT(s,.ceftaiii  deen^ 


Great  Britain, 


raents,  termed  <^eertifio«te»  of  origin,"  being  en- 
tificates  obiaioed  at  the  poru  o?  shipment,  ds- 
claring  that  the  articles  of  the  cargo  an  not  ^ 
the  produce  or  manufaetara  of  His  mjesty'id^ 
mioioae,  or  to  that  effect : 

And  whereas  this  expedient  has  been  dinetid 
by  France,  and  submitud  to  by  snoh  merehuti, 
as  part  of  th«  new  sjrston  «  war^e  direend 
a^inst  the  trade  of  thie  kingdom,  and  uthemoit 
effectual  iostmmeDt  of  accomplishing  thesaiiK^ 
and  it  is  therefore  essentially  necessary  to  resiit  it ; 

His  Majestv  is  therefore  pleased,  hyaad  wiifa 
the  advice  of  bis  Privy  Coancil,  to  orwr,  aad  it  it 
hereby  ordered,  that  if  any  vessel,  after  reaioDtblc 
time  shall  have  been  afforded  for  receiving  notiet 
of  this  Hia'MajeitT^  order  at  the  port  or  place  fim 
which  such  vessel  sball  hart  cleared  out,sfetIlb( 
found  carrying  any  eiteh  certifieate  or  docaneitts 
aforesaid,  or  any  docaroent  referriiiff  b^oraulkn* 
ticating  the  same,  each  vessd  sbaU  be  adjodfid 
lawful  prize  to  the  captor,  together  vHh  the  gwh 
laden  therein,  belongmg  to  the  person  or  penou 
by  whom,  or  on  tihoBeMhalf,any  suchdoeiimcot 
was  put  on  board. 

And  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  CooDii!- 
sioners  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majfttf'i 
principal  Seoietaries  of  Sute,  the  Lwdi  Coo- 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Jn^tof 
the  High  Court  of  AdmiialXy  and  CourUof  vice- 
Admiraltv.are  to  take  the  necessary  mea3urehtf^ 
in,  as  to  them  shall  respectively  appertsin. 

W.FAWKENBR. 


At  the  Court  at  the  Q.ueen'5  Palace,  the  Ilikof 

November,  1807;  present  the  King^  Most  Ki- 

eellettt  Majesty  in  Council. 

Whereae  articles  of  the  growth  and  mtna&c- 
ture  of  foreign  countries  cannot  by  law  bs  io- 
ported  into  this  country,  except  in  British  ihif^ 
or  in  ships  belonging  to  the  countries  of  wbiu 
such  artitiles  are  .the  growth  and  mannftctiiK 
without  an  Order  In  Coancil  specially  tathotiZ' 
log  the  same: 

His  Majesty  taking  into  eousideration  ttie  Or- 
der of  this  day's  date,  respecting -the  trade  to  be 
carried  on  to  and  from  the  ports  of  the  eocofi 
and  deeming  it  expedient  that  any  vessel  beloDf 
ing  to  any  country  io  alliance,  or  at  amity 
His  Majesty,  mav  be  permitted  to  import  iin 
this  country  articles  of  the  produce  or  maniiw- 
tare  of  countries  at  war  with  His  Mijesty: 

His  Majesty,  by  and  With  the  advice  of  V> 
Privy  CoaoeiL  H  therefore  pleased  to  order,  ih 
k  is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  goods,  wares,  or  01^ 
chandises,  i>pecifled  and  included  in  the  cckedoK 
Of  an  act,  passed  in  the  forty-third  year  of  us 
present  Majesty's  reign,  entitled  "An  act  torrpM' 
the  duties  of  customs  pajrable  io  Great  Brii8iB| 
and  to  grant  other  doties  in  lien  thereof^"  naj  v 
imported  from  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  s"! 
Slate  not  at  amity  wirii  His  Majesty,  sapjecl  to 
the  payment  of  such  duti^  and  liable  to  soch 
drawhaeks  as  are  now  esbWtshed  by  law  njot 
the  importation  of  the  said  goods,  wares,  or  an- 
ehandise,  in  eh^  vtv^ated  necerding  to  h" 
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wmi  with  MSMtt  to  laeh  of  the  ntd  goods,  wares, 
or  mcreluiidM^  as  are  avthorized  to  be  wardioas- 
«d  uoder  the  provisionc  of  an  act  passed  in  the 
forty-third  year  of  his  pfesent  Majesty**  reiga, 
eacitled  "An  act  for  penoitting  certain  g^od*  im- 
ported into  Great  Britain,  to  be  seonred  in  wm«- 
nouses  wilhont  payment  of  dnty,"  subject  to  all 
r^rolations  of  tne  laid  tast-meuioned  act ;  and 
with  respect  to  all  arttoles  which  are  probibitcd 
hf  lav  from  being  impoited  into  this  country,  it 
is  ordered,  that  tbe  same  shall  he  reported  for  ex- 
porution  to  any  eooniry  in  amity  or  alliance 
-vslh  Hm  Majesty. 

And  His  Majesty  is  farther  pleased,  by  and  with 
the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  order,  and  it 
is  hereby  ordered,  that  all  vessels  which  shall  ar- 
rive  at  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  at  the 
port  of  Gibraltar  or  Malta,  in  consequence  of  hav- 
ing' been  warned  purmant  to  the  aforesaid  order, 
or  in  oonseqaenee  of  receiving  information,  in 
any  other  manner,  of  the  said  order,  suhsequent 
to  their  having  taken  on  board  any  part  of  their 
eatfcoes,  whether  previoos  or  suniaqaent  to 
tbeir  sailing,  oe  permitted  to  reniit  their 
•argoes  for  exportation,  ud  shaJl  be  aUow- 
ed  to  proceed  upon  their  voyages  to  their  mvp^ 
■al  ports  of  destination,  (if  not  unlawful  be- 
fore tbe  issaiog  of  tbe  said  order,)  or  to  any 
port  at  amity  with  His  Majesty,  apon  receiving 
a  certificate  from  the  collector  or  comptroller  of 
the  cnstoms  at  the  port  at  which  they  shall  so 
enter,  (which  oertificate  tbe  said  collectors  and 
cooiptrbllers  of  the  customs  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  give,)  setting  forth  that  such  ves- 
sels came  into  such  port  in  consequence  of  being 
so  wsmed,  or  of  receiving  snch  information  u 
idbresaid }  and  that  they  were  permitted  to  sail 
from  snch  port  under  the  r^nlations  which  His 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  establish  in  respect 
to  snch  vessels.  But  in  case  any  vessel  so  arriv- 
ing  shall  prefer  to  import  her  citod,  then  ioeh 
T«sd  shaft  be  allowM  to  enter  aiM  import  the 
same,  upon  snch  terms  and  conditions  as  tbe  said 
cargo  might  bare  been  imported  upon,  according 
to  law,  in  case  the  said  vessel  bad  sailed  atVer 
having  received  notice  of  the  said  order,  and  ia 
conformity  thereta 

And  it  is  farther  ordered,  that  all  vessels  which 
•bftU  arrive  at  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
or  at  Gibraltar,  or  at  Malta,  in  conformity  and 
obedience  to  tbe  said  order,  shall  be  allowed,  in 
respect  to  all  articles  which  may  be  on  board  the 
same,  except  sugar,  coffee,  wine,  brandy,  snuS^ 
and  tobacco,  to  clear  out  to  any  port  whatever, 
to  be  specified  in  such  clearance;  and  with  re- 
spect to  the  last-mentioned  articles,  to  export  the 
same  to  such  ports,  and  uoder  such  conditions 
and  regulations  only,  as  His  Majesty,  by  any 
license  to  be  granted  for  that  purpose,  may 
direct. 

And  the  right  honorable  Lords  Commissioners 
of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  tbe  Lords  Commission- 
ert  of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of  tbe  High 
C«tm  of  Admiralty  and  Court?  of  Vice  Admi* 


catty,  are  to  take  the  necessary  measures  horti* 
as  to  them  shall  respectively  appertain. 

W.FAWKBNBft. 

At  tbe  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the  lltb  ef 
Noveqaber,  1807;  present,  the  King's  Most  Ex- 
cellent Majesty  in  Coancit. 
Whereas  the  mle  of  ships  by  a  bellieerent  to  a 
nentnil  is  considered  by  Fiance  to  be  iUeg^: 

And  whereas  a  great  p^tt  of  the  shipping  ol 
France,  and  ber  allies,  has  been  prot«eted  uom 
capture  during  the  present  hostilities  by  transfen^ 
or  pretended  transfer&  to  neutrals: 

And  whereas  it  U  fully  justifiable  to  adopt  thje 
same  rule,  in  this  respect,  towards  the  enemyi 
which  is  applied  by  the  enemy  to  this  country: 

His  Majesty  is  pleased,  by  and  with  tbe  advice 
of  bis  Privy  Council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby 
ordered,  that,  in  future,  the  sale  to  a  neutral,  of 
any  vessel  belonging  to  His  Majesty's  en^ie^ 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  legal,  nor  in  any  manoer 
to  transfer  tbe  property,  nor  to  alter  the  character 
of  such  vessel }  and  all  vessels  now  belonging,  or 
which  shall  hereafter  belong  to  an  ,enemy  of 
Majesty,  notwithstanding  any  sale  or  ^tended 
sale  to  a  neutral,  after  a  reasonaUe  time  shafl 
have  elapsed  for  receiving  information  of  this  Hi* 
Majesty's  order  at  tbe  place  where  such  sale,  or 
pretended  sale,  was  effected,  shall  he  captured  and 
Drought  in,  and  shall  be  adjudged  as  lawfnl  priie 
to  the  emptors. 

And  tbe  right  honorable  the  Lords  Commie- 
siooers  of  His  Majesty's  Treasury,  His  Majesty's 
principal  Secretary  of  State,  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Courts  of  Vice 
Admiralty,  are  to  lake  the  necessary  measurea 
herein  as  to  them  shall  respectively  appertain. 

V.  FAWKBNSR. 


AL0IEB8. 


rCommunicated  to  Coi^ress  on  the  lOth  and  Mth  ef 

Febniwy.  1808.] 
To  the  Senate  and  Haiue  of 

RepreMmtativao/tlte  UtUedStatet! 

I  communicate  to  Googrces,  for  their  infomw- 
tioD,  a  letter  from  the  person  acting  in  the  absejtce 
of  our  Consul  at  Naples,  giving  reason  to  believ^ 
on  tbe  aflSdavit  of  a  Capuia  Sheffield,  of  the 
American  schooner  Mary  Ann,  that  tbe  Dey  of 
Algiers  has  commenced  war  against  the  United 
States.  For  this  no  just  cause  nas  been  given  on 
our  part,  within  my  knowledge.  We  may  daily 
expect  more  authentic  and  partiealar  information 
on  tbe  subject  from  Mr.  Lear,  who  was  residing 
as  wtt  Conuil  at  Algiers. 

TH.JKFFERSON. 

FsBanABT  9, 1808. 

To  the  SenaU  and  Boute  of 

Repretentaiivet  <tfthe  United  Statee  i 
I  communicate  for  the  information  of  Congress 
a  letter  from  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  »t 
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Malafia,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  covering  ooe 
from.  Mr.  Lear,  our  Consol  at  Algiers,  which 
gives  ioformation  that  the  rupture  threatened  on 
the  part  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers  has  been  amica- 
bly settled,  and  the  Tesseu  seized  by  him  are 
liberated. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

FlBKOART  1!^  1808. 

Naples,  November  9,  1807. 

Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  from 
the  report  of  Captain  Ichabod  Sheffield,  of  the 
achoooer  Mary  Ann,  of  New  York,  arrived  on  the 
'itb  instant  in  this  port  from  America,  it  appears 
that  an  nnezpected  war  has  taken  place  between 
the  Regency  of  Algiers  and  the  United  Stales. 
He  has  declared  io  this  Consalate,  apon  oath, 
that,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  be  fell  in,  within  the 
Straits  with  an  Algerioe  frigate  of  forty-fonrguns, 
by_  which  he  was  made  a  prize  of,  and  which, 
withont  hardly  any  examination,  look  three  men 
out  of  the  said  scDOOner,  and  ordered  her  into 
Algiers,  under  the  charge  of  nine  Turks,  includ- 
ing a  hoy.  He  was  in  their  possession  until  the 
29tb,  when,  being  near  the  Barbary  shore,  be  de- 
termined to  endeavor  to  retake  his  Te!>sel,  in 
which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  succeed,  having 
thrown  four  of  the  Turks  overboard  by  surprise, 
secured  four  of  the  others,  whom  be  embarked  in 
a  boat,  and  kept  the  boy,  who  is  oow  on  board. 
He,  alter  that,  shaped  bis  course  toward  Italy,  and 
came  safie  into  our  mole  on  the  4tb  aforesaid. 
Captain  Sheffield  has  further  declared  that  the 
brig  Violet  of  Boston,  loaded  with  Colonial  pro- 
duces for  Leghorn,  was  also  taken,  within  sight 
of  him.  by  tbe  said  frigate  j  and  that  he  had  also 
beard  toat  they  had  captured  an  Amerieao  ship 
and  scboooer  a  few  days  before. 

I  meotioo,  in  haste,  these  circumstances  to  yoo, 
in  order  that  you  may  make  them  known  to  what 
Americans  are  or  may  arrive  in  yoar  port,  and 
take  such  steps  as  you  may  deem  roost  prudent 
for  their  safety. 

I  am,  respectfully,  youi^most  obedient  humble 
■ervaot,  in  the  absence,  and  by  tbe  authorization, 
of  Frederick  D^n,  Esq.,  Consul  of  the  Uaited 
Statea. 

J.  B.  DUCOSTER. 
Mabbbills*,  JVop.  21,  1807. 

A  trae  eony : 

STEPHBrr  CATHALAN,  Jr. 

NoTK.— Captain  Sheffield  retook  his  Tcuel  with 
three  men  and  a  boy. 

STaPBBN  ClTBALAN)  JtfOTKtUet. 

Mabbeilles,  Nin,  21, 1807. 

Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  yon  on  the 
ffth  of  last  August,  and  the  14th  ultimo. 

This,  under  cover  of  William  Lee,  Esquire,  our 
Consul  at  Bordeaoz,  is  to  remit  yoo,  here  enclos- 
ed, a  copy  of  a  letter  I  just  received  from  our 
Consul  at  Naples,  dated  ttie  9th  instant,  begging 
7oar  reference  to  its  nnezpected  contents. 


I  have  already  advised  the  Auwriean  omuImi 
and  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  my  disuiet, 
and  am  sending  copies  of  the  same  to  the  Uiai^ 
ter  Plenipotentiarf  of  the  United  States  at  Fsrii 
and  serenl  Consols,  in  order  that  ther  may  tiks 
proper  steps  for  the  safety  of  our  bkmubi  Tswb 
and  seamen. 

In  haste,  I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  re- 
spect, sir,  yonr  most  obedient  homble  servant, 
STEPHEN  CATHALAN,;r. 

James  Madison,  Esq. 


Extract  of  a  letter  frnn  William  XliAMtikk,  Cmi 
of  tbe  United  States  at  Malaga,  to  the  SeaMuyif 

State,  dated 

JahdaBt  8, 1806. 

By  my  last  letur  of  ihe  15th  December,  I  »• 
closed  copies  of  tbe  information  I  had  received 
from  Barcelona  and  Marseilles,  regarding  the  hoc 
tilities  commenced  on  our  commerce  by  ibeerun- 
ers  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  and  am  now  bappj  ii 
having  it  in  my  power  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  la- 
ter I  have  just  received  from  Colonel  Lear,  oadct 
date  of  December  16  and  IT^with  the  pleaiiaf 
information  that  he  has  sneeeeded  in  adjuKiiif 
matters  with  the  Dey,  and  that  the  vessdsear 
tured  had  been  set  at  liberty,  which  Ihutes  ts 
eommnnicate  to  yon,  by  a  vessel  on  thed^rton 
for  Calais. 

From  ToUas  Lear  to  William  Barkpatiick,  Esq. 

Aloiebs,  DecAiber  16, 1S07. 

Sib:  Yod  have  undoubtedly  before  this  beard 
that  three  Araeriran  vessels  had  been  deuiord 
a  frigate  of  this  place  in  consequence  of  tbeaBiis- 
ities,  for  two  years  past,  not  having  bees  mt 
from  the  United  States  in  naval  and  miliiuT 
stmvs,  aa  siipolated  by  treaty,  notwithsuadinf 
the  amonnt  thereof  has  been  repeatedly  oSered  n 
cash. 

These  vessda  arc  the  ship  Eagle  of  New  Yoti, 
Thaler,  manter,  from  Bristol  to  Palermo;  earfo, 
glass  bottles ;  brig  Violet  of  Boston,  James  BIcnA 
master,  from  Oporto  to  Leghorn;  cargo,  snga^ 
hides,  indigo,  dbc. ;  and  schooner  Mary  Ana  a 
New  York,  Ichabod  Sheffield  master,  from  tbe 
straiu  of  Belle  Isle  to  Leghorn ;  cargo,  fish. 

The  two  former  have  hken  in  this  port  opwirc 
of  forty  dava.  The  schooner  has  not  arrived,  ii» 
is  aupposed  to  have  made  some  other  port.  Tbi 
people  on  board  these  vessels  have  been  treittd 
very  well,  and  no  pillage  of  any  kind  has  bees 
committed. 

I  have  now  tbe  honor  to  inform  yon  that  1 1»** 
adjusted  thu  business  with  tbe  Dey,  who  has  iS' 
eeived  the  amount  of  two  veara?  annuities  doe,  a 
cash,  and  the  ressda  are  liberated,  and  that  ov 
commerce  will  receive  no  fbrther  raolesutus 
from  tbe  cruisers  of  this  Regency. 

I  pray  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  give  tba 
aa  mneh  publicity  as  possible  for  the  benefit  of  iD 
coneeraed  therein.  1  have  tbe  honor.  Ac 

TOBIAS  LEAR 

William  Kibkpatbick.  Esq., 

Caiuulofthe  IM^StaUtj Malaga. 
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Dhihkb  17, 1807. 

P.  S.  "We  hare  this  moment  heard,  br  an  arri- 
Tal  from  LegborD,  that  the  scboooer  before  mea- 
tiooed  has  arriTcd  In  Naples,  hariog  been  retaken 
hy  the  captaio,  nod  part  of  ibe  crew  left  on  board, 
"who  threw  oTerboard  fonr  of  the  captors,  and  pat 
four  others  into  the  boat  to  shift  for  themselres. 

I  haTe  myself  received  no  advice  of  this,  and  on 
application  to  the  Dey,  who  first  sent  me  the  in- 
formation, he  assaree  me  that  it  shall  not  alter  the 
arrangement  made  yesterday,  and  that  oar  Teaiels 
may  narieate  withoat  fear  of  moleslation.  At 
present  alltbeir  cruisers  are  in  port. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.  T.  L. 

Please  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
Beereury  of  Stale  of  the  United  States  by  the 
first  opportunity. 

A  true  copy :        WM.  EIRKPATRICK. 

Malaqi.,  Jamaxy  5, 1^)8. 

The  foUowia|[  report  was  made  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  25th  of  April,  1808,  by 
the  committee  to  whom  the  foregoing  papers  were 
referred : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
9to  and  15th  of  February  relative  to  the  rupture 
and  amicable  seltlemeot  with  the  Dey  of  Algiers, 
laport:  That  they  have  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary^ of  State  a  letter  tonchiog  the  relations  of  the 
United  States  with  that  Regency,  which  they 
aabmit  for  the  information  aod  eonsideratioD  of 
the  House. 

By  order:  JOSIAH  aUlNCT, 

Cftairmon. 

Apbil25,1808. 

Dsp&RTMCHT  OP  State, 

WoBUt^t&n,  April  12, 1808. 
Sir:  As  the  documents  in  this  office  did  not 
«Dable  me  fully  to  answer  the  queries  contained 
in  the  letters  written  by  you  as  chairman  of  the 
committee  "  to  whom  were  referred  the  Messa- 
ges of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
9th  and  ]6th  February,  relative  to  the  rupinre 
mnd  to  the  amicable  settlement  whb  the  Dey  of 
Algient."  I  have  delayed  my  reply  to  them,  under 
the  daily  hope  of  receiving  sucn  eommunicatioos 
from  Colonel  Lear,  oar  Consul  General  at  Al- 
giers, as  would  enable  me  to  give  you  the  infor- 
mation you  asit  for:  hot,  as  yet,  I  have  received 
none.  As  further  delay,  however,  may  be  iocon- 
Tenient  to  the  comipittee,  I  have  the  honor  to 
atate  that  our  payments  to  Algiers  are  of  two 
kinds: 

1.  That  stipulated  by  treaty,  viz:  twelve  thou- 
aand  sequins,  equal  to  twenty-one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars,  made  annually  in  naval  stores. 

2.  Those  made  in  conformity  with  what  is 
called  uaage  at  Alsiers,  by  which  it  is  understood 
we  are  bound.   These  are 

1st.  The  present  on  the  presentation  of  a  Con* 
sul,  920,000. 

SM.  The  biennial  presents  to  the  t^oers  of  that 
OoTanmen^  eiUmated  at  $17,000. 


3d.  Incidental  and  cootiogent  presents,  as  well 
on  the  promotion  ot  the  principal  officers  of  th« 
Dey  and  Re^ney  as  for  the  attainment  of  any 
important  olgeet.  Of  these  no  catinaie  can  fa* 
made. 

As  these  presents  are  made  in  oash^  or  in  aitt- 

cles  procured  at  Algiers  for  the  oceasion,  and  as 
Colonel  Lear  has  been  furnished  with  the  means 
of  making  them,  it  is  believed  that  they  have  been 
regutarly  made ;  but  of  this  there  is  no  positive 
information]  as  the  aecoants  have  not  been  re- 
ceived. 

yarious  causes  have  occasionally  delayed  the 
payment  of  the  annuity  in  naval  stores.  Son* 
of  these  will  readily  suggest  tbemselvea  to  tba 
committee.  It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  that 
the  loss  OD  the  ptyment  made  in  this  way  is  from 
fifky  to  one  hundred  per  cent.,  as  the  estimate  vi 
the  stores  is  made  by  offieers  oi  the  Algerina 
Government,  without  any  reference  to  their  cost; 
Hence  our  agent  has  been  instructed  to  use  bia 
efforts  to  obtain  the  substitution  of  a  eash  pay- 
ment for  that  of  naval  stores:  and  to  enable  nim 
the  more  readily  to  do  this,  be  had  authority  to 
draw  either  on  our  bankers  in  London,  or  on  this 
department.  Draughts,  accordingly,  to  enable 
him  to  meet  the  arrangements  he  lately  made  at 
Algiers,  have  been  received  at  this  office*,  hot 
owing  to  some  cause  unknown  to  me,  no  dea- 
patches  from  him  on  that  subject  have  come  to 
band.  We  know  only  that  the  annuity  due  in 
March,  1806,  was  then  paid,  and  something  ad- 
vanced on  aeeount  of  the  annuity  which  would 
beeome  due  in  March,  1807.  To  meet  the  pay- 
ment <tf  Ibis  lanaity  cannon  had  been  pnrchiaeai 
bat  before  they  were  shipped,  it  was  understood 
that  the  present  Dey  would  not  have  them,  al- 
though they  bad  been  ashed  for  by  his  predeces- 
sor. Hence  it  became  necessary  to  order  other 
articles  in  place  of  them.  This  was  done  last 
SQmmer,and  the  shipment  would  have  been  made 
but  for  die  precarious  stale  of  our  foreiga  rela- 
tions, ana  a  hope  that  Colonel  l^ear  would  be  aUe 
to  prevail  on  the  Dey  to  receive  money  in  liea  of 
naval  stores. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  lir, 
yoar  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  UADISON. 

Hon.  JoaiAR  (Iuinct,  Esq. 

CoMHiTTGC  Room,  IV),  13, 1808. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the 
9tQ  instant,  relative  to  the  war  commenced  against 
the  United  States  by  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  have 
instructed  me  to  request  that  you  would  cause  to 
be  laid  before  them,  the  present  state  of  the  pecu- 
niary stipulations  of  the  United  States  with  that 
Regency ;  the  period  to  which  tfaey  are  known  to 
have  been  fulfilled ;  the  amonot  and  nature  of  the 
remittances  on  account  of  such  annual  payments 
as  are  not  yet  known  to  he  discharged  i  speeiiV- 
ing  the  persons  to  whom,  ai^  the  time  when,  sueh 
remittances  vere  made. 

The  committee  are  also  desironi  ot  being  in- 
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Ibritied  of  the  present  state  of  the  DejH  maritime 
fbrce.  so  far  as  that  ioformatioa  is  in  the  posaes- 
lOm  of  jrour  departmeDi.  1  am.  sir,  very  respeet- 
fliltr,  rour  humble  senraot, 

JOSIAH  aUINCY. 
Hon.  Beokbtabt  or  State. 

CoHUiTTSE  Room,  Feb.  13,  1808. 

Sia:  The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Meesi^  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  9th  lostant,  relative  to  the  war  eommeoeed 
atainst  the  Uaited  States  1^  the  Def  of  AJgiers, 
taTe  iostrueted  me  to  reqaest  a  staiemeot  of  the 
maritime  force,  which  will  be  safficient  to  give 
efiectual  protectioo  to  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  la  (he  MedilerraoeaD  sea,  agaiiut  the 
power  of  the  Regency  of  Algiers. 

The  committee  particularly  solicit  your  opioioo 
as  to  the  number  of  vessels  required ;  and  the  spe- 
cies best  adapted  for  service  in  that  sea  and  on 
the  Algerioe  coast.  They  request  an  estimate  of 
the  annual  expense  of  such  vessels  and  of  tiie 
•ppropciatioa  requisite  to  prepare  them  for  the 
•erriee. 

The  committee  are  also  desirous  that  any  in- 
formattoD  in  the  possession  of  your  department 
■datire  to  the  present  state  of  the  maritime  force 
«f  that  Regency  may  be  commanicated  to  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  humble  servant, 
JOSUHaUINCY. 

Hod.  Sbcretabt  or  tbb  Navy. 

DsrAKTiiBRT  or  SriTft,  fib.  39, 1808. 

Sitt:  May  I  be  permitted  to  inquire  whether 
the  committee,  of  which  jroa  are  the  chairmau, 
Irish  a  report  from  this  office  in  reply  to  your  let- 
ter of  the  13th  instant.  We  had  made  some  pro- 
Xress  in  it  when  the  last  information  was  received 
from  Algiers,  which  led  to  a  belief  that  it  mitrbt 
not  be  wanted;  it  was  in  consequence  laid  as^ide 
to  give  i>lace  to  some  more  ai^ent  buskiess}  but 
if  you  wish  it,  it  will  be  again  taken  op. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
JOHN  GRAHAM, 
Oti^  Clerk  Department  <f  State. 

Hod.  JoaiAH  ^niiicT. 

CouHiTTBB  Room,  JVorcft  9, 1808. 

Sib:  In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  contained  in 
lAr.  Graham's  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  am  in- 
atracted  by  the  committee,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  Messages  of  the  Presideat  of  the  United 
States  of  the  9ih  and  15th  of  February,  relative 
to  the  rupture  and  to  the  amicable  settlement 
•with  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  to  state  that,  notwitb- 
atanding  "the  late  information  from  Algiers." 
they  are  desirous  of  the  statements  requested  id 
myformer  letter. 

They  have  also  instructed  me  to  reqaest  that, 
in  addition  to  the  infortnatioo  sought  by  that  let- 
ter, you  would  communicate  the  causes  which 
^casioned  the  omission,  for  two  years,  of  the 
payment  of  the  annuities  to  the  Deyj  the  amount 


of  the  offtr*  of  cash  m«itioned  in  Mr.  Lear^  let. 
ter  10  Mr.  Eirkpatriek,  and  when  they  wmnt^; 
the  sum  finally  accepted  by  the  Dey  in  lieuoftke 
siipulated  marine  stores;  when  the  remittaDca^ 
which  enabled  Mr.  Lear  to  make  the  cash  pay- 
ments, were  made;  whether  the  arraD^mieiiti 
with  the  Dey  as  to  the  cash  liquidation  extnd  to 
future  annuities;  and  what  are  the  adrtDtago 
accruing  to  the  United  States  by  paymenh  io 
cash  instead  of  maritime  stores. 

The  committee  are  also  desirous  to  be  informed 
whether  any  legislative  interposiiion  beneeenur 
to  secure  hereafter  punctual  nerformance  (tf  Ihii 
treaty  stipulations  with  that  Regeoey. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfuUv,  rour  humble  servut 

JOSIAH  dumcT. 

Hon.  Sbohbtabt  op  State. 

[The  following  letters  were  cOmtounicsted  to  Couetm 
on  the  8th  November,  1808 :] 

Aloigrs,  MxrcA  31,  1808. 

Sib:  A  copy  of  what  I  had  thehonor  of  wrking 
to  yon  on  the  28th  instant,  with  its  eoelorata, 
accompanies  this.  The  vessel  which  took  ike 
aforesaid  letter  did  not  sail  until  the  29tb. 

Yesterday  I  sent  my  dragoman  to  the  ytka 
to  know  from  tbe  Dey  what  were  his  ultioaR  in- 
tentions (if  he  chose  to  declare  ihero)  respecting 
the  business  mentioned  in  my  last ;  and  toreqant 
that  I  might  be  allowed  three  months  to  reeein 
the  orders  of  my  Goternment.  The  answer  ke 
brought  tVBs,  that  if  I  paid  the  mon^y  la  tke 
course  of  the  .day  we  should  stand  as  we  wne 
before ;  but  if  I  did  sot,  he  shoald  pnrsne  his  «n 
measures.  As  I  was  yet  tineertun  whether  Ui 
threats  would  be  put  in  execution  against  me 
sonally,  or  against  our  commerce,  I  remained  m 
in  my  first  resolution.  This  morning  the  two 
frigates,  which  had  been  prejnring  for  some  dayt 
past,  made  the  signal  for  sailmg ;  and  as  a  fonnil 
message  was  sent  to  inform  me  that  tfaey  taid 
orders  to  capture  American  vessels,  (the  tiimn 
of  persooal  violence  to  me  having  had  noefiect,) 
I  thought  it  a  duty  which  I  owed  to  my  Govers- 
meat  and  to  my  country,  to  prevent,  if  possible, 
the  calamity  which  might  fall  on  our  citizens  ml 
their  property,  I  therefore  sent  to  inform  theDff; 
that  if  he  should  recall  his  orders  from  these  to- 
sels  before  they  sailed,  and  make  no  renewal  of 
them  to  these  or  others,  I  would  pay  tbe  mone;; 
but  that  I  considered  it  as 'a  meaAire  forced  opoB 
me,  and  as  such  shoald  represent  it  to  my  Gorera- 
ment.  Theordep^s  rtN^lled  after  the  frigate 
bad  got  under  way;  and  the  mniey  is  to  be  ptid 
to-morrow ;  which  I  shall  obtain  by  bills  oo  Jobs 
GavinOj  Esq.,  our  Consul  in  Qtbraftar,  to  wfaom  1 
shall  ffive  hills  on  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
United  States  to  meet  the  same.  The  frigata 
have  gone  out,  and  the  other  cruisers  will  be 
ready  for  sea  immediately.  A  ves^t  is  expected 
to  sail  in  a  few  days  for  Alicante,  by  which  I 
shall  write  to  our  Consul,  contravening  tbe  posi- 
tive advices  for  our  vesffils  not  to  leave  the  jwrts 
in  which  they  may  bej  but,  at  the  same  lim^ 
directing  theitt  to  ok  strictly  on  their  guard. 
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I  bare  this  dsy  bad  m  OHwriuQity  ef  writing 
lo  Tripoli,  (the  first  vhioli  dm  oeoarred  for  mofe 
limn- ton 


itbs,)  whiek  I  bare  improved  ;  and 
br  (be  SHDe  roate  to  Tmi^  giving  iaferflulion 
M  what  bas  passed. 

Painful  aa  baa  been  my  aituatioa  id  this  affair, 
I  fad  eoDwiouB  of  hariog  discliarged  my  duty  to 
my  COO0IT7  io  the  best,  and  ifideed  ooly  maoDer 
m.  my  powtr.  While  I  could  belieTe  that  the 
eoaaequftco  of  refiisiog  to  maka  thia  unjust  pay- 
meat  wonM  All  apon  me  persoDaUy,  I  was  ready 
10  meet  it ;  b«t  wiiea  I  waa  coaTincsd  that  my 
tmataj  wanU  mftr  in  the  peisooa  and  pioperiy 
of  ita  cMiacDiv  '       obliged  ta  yield. 

My  lettera  which  aocompaDy  this  oeatain  all  I 
hm  to  aay  on  oar  aflain  here  j  and  I  sbalt  only 
add  tb«  amnranoes  of  bigb  le^ct,  and  siaoere 
anadlmeBt  with  wtuch  I  nare  the  booor  to  be, 
air,  foar  most  &itbfnl  and  obedient  servant, 

TOBUS  LEAR. 

Hon.  Jambs  Mumbon, 

Secretaryof  State. 


Mr.  Laai  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

AuitBaa,  March  28, 1808. 
9iii:  I  have  the  hoaor  to  eaelose  triplicate  ef 
my  reapcets  to  yoo  of  the  4tb  of  January,  and  da- 
pbeale  of  that  of  the  9ih  iastaai,  aad  schedule  of 
my  aeaouDt  wttb  the  United  Slates.  Sioee  for* 
wardio^  the  first  of  tbeaa  1  hava  beard  nothing 
ftspeeting  tba  United  States,  axcwting  bjr  a  let- 
ter fram  Mrw  MatgoBrtry^  our  Conattl  in  Ati- 
em9Bj  that  an  embargo  baid  been  laid  on  ail  Tea- 
sels IB  the  ports  of  the  Uaitad  SMea. 

Ic  ia  with  regret,  1  have  to  inform  yon  that  oar 
a&ira  wear  a  diflerant  aspaet  from  what  lh«y 
did  wthea  I  bad  last  ibe  honor  of  .writing  to  yon. 
On  the  6tb  instant,  the  Dey  sent  me  a  message 
hj  mf  dngomao,  that  I  should  pay  immedialely 
suieaa  thoamnd  dollars  for  eight  of  the  subjects 
of  ibie  Regency,  said  to  have  been  destroyed  on 
board  the  American  sehooker  Mary  Aon,  captur- 
ed aome  tine  siace  by  one  of  his  frigates,  as  men- 
tioaed  in  my  former  letters,  I  returned  for  aa- 
awer  that  I  had  not  yet  received  any  authaoiio 
sdviec  of  this  business,  ajod  could  therefore  say 
nothing  abont  it.  The  Dey  then  sent  aue  word  be 
wovid  waitihe  arival  of  the  courier  from  Alieaate, 
bf  whieb  I  might  receive  some  information.  But 
oo  the  34th  (the  couf  icr  not  having  yet  arrived) 
tb«  dragoman  informed  me  that  the  Dey  had 
oent  for  him  and  ordered  him  to  tell  me  that 
if  I  did  not  pay  the  nuiney  before  night  I  should 
be  aeat  to  prison  in  chains^ 

I  ordered  him  to  return  Immediately  to  the 
I>jBr,  and  tay,  that .  1  could  cot  pay  the  money 
wntlioot  the  order  of  my  Qoveroment.  as  it  was 
an  afiair  out  of  the  usual  course  of  our  business 
facve,  and  that  I  was  ready  to  meet  the  event.  He 
broBght  me  word  that  the  Dey  would  see  me 
th«  next  noon  on  the  subject.  He  accordingly 
aent  for  me  at  noon  on  the  25th. 

When  I  entered  tb*  palace  I  met  Mr.  Ulricb, 
tbe  Danish  Coosdl,  who  was  descending  from  an 
aadienee  of  the  Dey.  He  was  seiz^  by  a  Cbaux, , 


who  carried  him  throiuh  the  streets  in  «  moati 
indignant  manner,  to  the  stare  prison,  where  h« 
was  loaded  with  an  enormous  chain,  the  reason 
assigned  for  which  was,  that  be  had  been  called 
upon  for  his  biennial  presents,  which  he  declared 
he  could  not  make  without  having  time  given 
him,  as  the  vessel  containing  it,  and  aunuitiea 
for  the  Regency,  had  been  tacen  hy  the  English. 

On  meeting  tbe  Dey  he  demanded  from  me  im- 
mediate payment  fox  tbe  prisoners  before  men- 
tioned, together  with  an  additional  two  thoiisaad 
dollars  for  the  boy  said  to  have  bwn  carried  in  the 
schooner  to  Naples. 

I  told  him  with  firmness  that  I  coold  not  pay- 
it  without  the  orders  of  my  Qoremment,  as  it 
was  an  extraordinary  case,  and  requested  tlfme  to 
write  and  receive  an  aoKwev;  but  was  answered, 
that  if  it  waa  not  paid  immediately,  I  ltnew,wluit 
tbe  consequence  would  be ;  I  replied,  that  let  the 
consequence  be  what  it  might,  1  should  not  pay 
it.   I  was  then  ordered  to  leave  his  presence. 

Oo  descending  tu  the  area  of. the  palae^  where 
the  Danish  Consul  had  been  seized,  I  expected 
the  tam£  eompUmeot  which  he  had  met  witl^ 
and  was  prepared  for  it;  but  finding  no  one  to 
molest  me,  I  left  tbe  palace  and  returned  to  mjr 
own  house,  where  1  suppK»ed  the  orders  would  be 
sent  to  hare  me  arrested ;  but  the  day  passed 
without  my  bearing anytbiw  more  of  the  matter. 
In  the  evening.  I  met  tbe  French  and  Swedjsb 
Consols  (the  others  being  at  their  gardens)  and 
we  agreed  to  send  for  the  other  Consols  tbe  fol- 
lowing morning,  to  concert  measures  for  the  Uhcrr 
atton  of  the  Dane.  At  noon  we  met  at  the  Dan- 
ish GonsQl'abonse,  with  our  respective  dragomeui 
and  proceeded  to  the  palace,  where  we  Iwd  an 
audieooe  with  the  Dey,  whokafter  some  conversa- 
tion agreed  to  release  the  Daniah  Consul  from 
his  cbaios,  at  the  intercession  nude  for  him. 
From  thence  we  went  to  the  marine,  where  the 
Coosul  had  been  sent  to  work  with  the  other 
slaves  carrying  a  chain  of  {ortj  pounds  weight, 
to  receive  and  conduct  him  to  bis  house.  While 
we  were  with  the  Dey  on  the  business  before 
meniionedj  be  asked  me.  in  presence  of  the  Con- 
suls, if  I  did  not  intend  to  pay  the  money.  I  an- 
swered him  as  I  had  doae  the  day  before,  to 
which  he  made  the  same  reply  ;  and  I  remain  in 
daily  expectation  of  experiencing  tbe  effects  of 
this  refusal,  which  is  dictated  by  a  venee  of  datf 
and  a  conviction  that  the  honor  of  my  eonnttf 
demands  such  conduct  from  me.  I  make  n6 
comments  on  the  unpleasantness  of  my  situation  ; 
my  Government  and  my  country  will  considet 
it,  and  do  what  is  right  respecting  it. 

As  it  is  very  likely  that  the  cruisers  which  are 
now  fitting  out  will  have  orders  to  capture  Amet^ 
ican  vessels,  I  have  written  to  our  Consul  io  Ali- 
cante by  this  opportunity,  which  is  unexpected, 
and  the  only  one  likely  to  occur  soon,  to  convef 
notice  to  all  the  Consuls  of  the  United  States  is 
this  sea,  to  guard  oar  merchant  vessels  against  tbi 
evil  which  may  occur.  A  copy  of  my  letter  ut 
bim  I  hare  the  honor  to  enclose.  Id  consequenefe 
of  the  barbarous  outrase  which  has  been  eoia^ 
mitted  on  the  Danish  Consul,  and  threatened  lo 
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be  pot  io  exectitioD  sftaiost  me,  the  Consuls  have 
been  brought  to  reflect  on  their  precarious  siiuttioD 
bere;  aod  I  trust  that  in  a  few  days  there  will 
be  ft  compiict  entered  into  among  that  we  will 
Use  our  best  eodeaTors  to  enrorce  that  article 
which  exists  in  all  the  treaties  between  this  Re- 
^gencT  and  Christian  Powers,  securing  the  person 
4md  lamily  of  the  Consul  from  violence  and  oiK- 
tage,  in  consequence  of  anything  he  may  do  in 
|he  exercise  of  his  official  functions.  And  I  hope 
each  one  will  bind  himself  not  to  do  any  act  as  a 
public  agent,  while  any  one  is  held  in,  or  threa- 
ened  with,  durance  vile. 

Ourrespective  GovernmeBts  Itrustwill  saoetioD 
toeh  a  measure,  and  give  orders  to  their  Consuls 
aeeordiuKly. 

Notwithstanding  atl  I  have  stated,  it  is  possible 
that  the  Dt-y  may  not  proceed  to  extremities  to- 
wards me,  or  commit  hostilities  on  our  eommerce 
9Bd  citizen^  until  I  hear  from  mr  Qoremment  on 
the  subject.  But  I  bare  thoagm  it  my  duty  to 
guard  as  ranch  as  possible  against  the  evil,  by 
giving  notice  to  our  vessels  which  may  be  in  this 
sea,  as  welt  as  those  In  the  Atlantic,  for  at  present 
there  is  nothing  to  prevent  their  croiaers  from 
passing  the  straits. 

The  camp  is  expected  to  march  in  a  few  days 
against  Tunis,  and  their  cruisers  are  said  to  be 
ihtended  for  that  quarter;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
but  some  of  them  'wilt  cruise  in  every  part  of  this 
•eajtnd  probabtjr  go  into  the  Atlantic. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  and 
most  sincere  Bttachroent,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
sir,  your  most  obedient  servant^ 

TOBIAS  LEAR, 
U.  &  CotUiO,  Algien. 

Hon.  James  Madibon, 

Seer^aryof  Stole, 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communieated  to  Congress,  Hsrdi  Stand  30*  1806.] 

To  the  Senate  and  Houte  of 

R^prtMentativea  of  the  Untied  Statet: 
At  the  opening  of  the  present  session  I  inform- 
ed the  Legislature  that  the  measures  which  had 
been  taken  with  the  Government  of  Great  Bri- 
tain for  the  settlement  of  our  neutral  and  national 
rights,  and  of  the  conditions  of  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  that  nation,  had  resulted  in  articles 
of  a  treaty  which  could  not  be  acceded  to  on  our 
part;  that  instructions  had  coasequently  been 
■ent  there  to  our  Ministers  to  resume  the  negotia- 
titHis,  and  to  endearor  to  obtain  certain  alterations, 
and  that  this  was  interrupted  by  the  transaction 
which  took  place  between  thefrigates  leopard  and 
Cbeaa(>eabe.  The  call  on  that  Government  for 
reparation  of  this  wrong  produced,  as  Congress 
has  been  already  informed,  the  mission  of  a  spe- 
cial Minister  to  this  country,  and  the  occasion  is 
|)ow  arrived  when  the  public^  interest  permitu  and 
Mquires  that  the  whole  of  these  proceedings 
honld  be  made  Juown  to  yon. 


I  therefore  noweommonicate  the  iMtnetioai  i 
given  to  our  Minister  resident  at  Lcadoa,  ud  hit  • 
commuoications  with  that  GoveraMeat  oathe  , 
subject  of  the  Chesapeake,  with  the  eorrcqni'  , 
dence  which  has  uken  place  here  bctweea  the  : 
Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Rose,  the  specul 
Minister  charged  with  the  adjustment  of  thtt  ii-  \ 
ferenee;  the  instrtictiwas  to  our  Ministers  fortlte  , 
formation  of  a  treaty ;  their  correspofldenee  wiik 
the  British  eommissioaers,  aad  with  their  em  i 
Government  on  that  subjeei;  the  treaty  itteir,aad  \ 
written  declaration  of  the  British  eomniisiflecn 
aoeompftoyiDf;  it;  and  the  insutnetioiw  given  Iff 
us  for  resuming  thoncfotialioB,  with  tbepnMi»- 
iuga  and  eorrespofuJoDoe  snhveqaeut  tbeieto.  To 
these  I  have  added  a  letter  lately  addressed  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  State  from  one     onr  hite  Miaiitm 
which,  though  not  strictly  written  inanottdil 
character,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  comnranicale,iii 
order  that  his  views  of  the  proposed  treaty,  ssd 
of  its  several  articles,  may  be  fairly  praented  M 
understood.  | 

Although  I  have  heretofore,  and  from  tine  to  \ 
time,  roBde  such  communications  to  Coagrea^u 
to  keep  them  possessed  of  a  general  and  juii  vie*  : 
of  the  proceedings  and  dispositions  oftbeOor-  ; 
ernment  t^  France  towards  this  country,  yri,  in  | 
our  present  critical  situation,  when  we  fiid  ibat  | 
no  conduct  on  our  part,  however  impartnl  sod  | 
friendly,  has  been  sufficient  to  insure  ftomdifan  | 
belligerent  ft  just  respect  for  our  rights,  I  am  d^ 
sirous  that  nothing  shall  be  omitted  onDjput  | 
which  may  add  lo  your  Infonnation  on  tkuai^  j 
ject,  or  oontribntc  to  the  correctsess  of  the  view  | 
which  should  be  formed.   The  pnpers  which,  fo 
these  reasons^  I  now  lay  before  you,  embraeeall  ; 
the  commanieatt<M»,  oSeial  or  verbal,  from  die  | 
Frmch  Oovemioenti  respeeting  the  getieiel  reli*  ; 
tions  between  the  twoooontries,  which  hare  ben 
transmitted  throiigh  our  Minister  here,  or  ihiMgli  , 
any  other  accredited  channel,  sinoa  the  listw 
sion  of  CoDgrcBs,  to  which  time  all  infomatioi 
of  the  same  kind  had,  from  time  to  tine,  bten 
ffireo  them.   Some  of  these  papers  have  alreadf 
been  submitted  to  Congress,  but  it  is  thought  bet- 
ter to  offer  them  again,  in  order  that  the  cbsio  of 
eommuoicaiions,  of  which  they  make  a  part,  mr  ; 
be  presented  unbroken. 

When,  on  the  SSth  of  February,  I  commmi- 
cated  to  both  Houses  the  letter  of  General  Arm- 
strong to  M.  Chsmpagny,  I  desired  it  might  not 
be  published,  because  of  the  tendency  of  ibsl 
practice  to  restrain  injuriously  the  freedom  ofM> 
foreign  correspondence ;  but  p6reeiring  that  Ihii 
caution,  proceeding  purely  from  a  regard  toilK 
public  good,  has  fbrnished  occasion  fordiMeBl' 
nating  unfounded  suspicions  and  insinnatKW^  I 
am  induced  to  believe  that  the  good  which  inll 
now  result  from  its  publication,  by  confirmtDgtbe 
confidence  aod  union  of  onf  fellow-citizens,  wiH 
more  than  eouatenrail  the  ordinary  objeeiitm  lo 
sueh  pnblieattons:  it  is  my  wish,  therefoie,  ihii 
it  may  be  now  ptiblbhed. 

TH.raFFKBSOH. 

BIahob  23, 180& 
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Belahmtt  with  On«a  Britain, 


jRepraentatives  of  the  United  J&atea.- 
In  a  separate  message  of  this  date  I  hare  com- 
BDnicated  to  Congress  so  much  as  may  be  mnde 
pablie  of  papers  which  ^ive  a  full  riew'  of  the 
fttKot  Ftate  of  oar  relalions  with  the  two  con- 
tendiag  Powers  of  France*  and  England.  Erery 
one  must  be  sensible  that  in  the  details  of  instrnc- 
tioBs  for  negotiating  a  treaty,  and  in  the  corres- 
poadeoce  and  conferences  respecting  it,  matters 
will  oecar  which  interest  sometimes,  and  some- 
times respect,  or  other  proper  motives,  forbid  to 
be  made  public.   To  reconcile  my  duly,  in  this 

Crtieular,  with  my  desire  of  letting  Congress 
ow  ererything  which  can  gire  them  a  full  ud- 
detstandiog  of  the  aubiects  on  which  they  are  to 
act,  I  bare  suppressed  in  the  doenmeots  of  the 
athn  Message  the  parts  which  ot^fht  not  to  be 
nude  public,  and  have  i^iven  them  in  the  supple- 
nentary  and  confidential  papers  herewith  en- 
closed, with  such  references  as  that  they  may  be 
read  in  their  original  places  as  if  still  standing  io 
tkem;  and  when  these  confidential  papers  shall 
have  been  read  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  I 
request  their  return,  and  that  their  contents  may 
Mt  be  made  public'  TH.  JEFFERSON. 
MiBCH  83, 1808. 

Ti  At  Senate  and  Houu<ff 

Meprt»entative»  ^  ike  United  Statet : 
Since  my  Message  of  the  22d  instant,  letters 
bare  been  received  from  our  Ministers  at  Paris 
ud  London,  eKtracii  from  which,  with  a  letter 
to  General  Arnutrong  from  the  French  Minister 
af  Foreign  Relations,  and  a  letter  from  the  Brit- 
iih  Envoy  residing  here  to  the  Se&retary  of  State, 
I  now  eomniHiicate  to  Congress.  They  add  to 
the  fflatniak  foe  sftimatisg  the  dispositions  of 
thoie  Goveromequ '  towarda  this  coniitry ;  the 
^oceedings  of  both  indicate  designs  of  drawing 
if  possible,  into  the  vortex  of  their  contests ; 
bat  every  new  information  confirms  the  prudence 
•f  gmrdiog  against  these  designs,  a«  it  does  of 
tdheriog  to  the  preeantioMrf  ayatem  hitherto 
ceatefflplated. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

UtBCB  30, 1808. 

Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Dflf  ABTK iirr  or  Stitb,  Jan.  5,t  1804. 
8t>:  The  information  and  otuervations  which 
yoD  have  as  yet  received  from  me  since  your 
trrival  in  Ivondon,  on  the  impressment  of  our  sea- 
men and  other  violatlooa  of  our  riehts,  have  been 
in  private  letters  ool^.  The  delay  in  making 
Aeae  injories  the  sobje^  of  offieinl  commuoica- 
4«u  pMoecdrd,  fliat,  from  an  ezpecMtioo  that 
the  British  Qovecament  wonld  hare  notified  for- 

'The  doowenta  refeitinf  to  the  negetiaUons  widi 
riaaca,  trasMattted  W  this  Mewife,  and  bf  M«s- 
a^cofUu  SfHh  Haunch,  will  be  found  with  ttoee  trana- 
anttad  by  the  Mesaaga  of  November  8,  1808. 

tAltboogh  an  extract  iinui  thia  latter  was 
Bicated  by  tfaa  Message  of  Jaanaiy^lT,  1806,  the  entire 
letter  is  BOW  inserted. 


mally  (o  the  United  States,  as  a  neutral  Power, 
the  state  of  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France, 
which  would  hare  been  an  apt  occasion  for  com- 
bining with  aasarances  of  the  fairneaa  with  which 
our  neuinl  obligations  would  be  fulfilled,  our  just 
claims  on  a  correspondent  respect  for  our  neutral 
rights,  aikd  particularly  of  those  which  had  been 
least  respected  daring  the  last  virar:  secondly, 
from  the  expected  arrival  of  Mr.  Merry,  which,  n 
be  should  not  be  charged  with  such  a  notificatioo, 
might  be  a  favorable  opportunity  for  commenc- 
ing the  explanations  and  discussions  which  must 
precede  a  tnorough  correction  of  the  wrongs  which 
we  experience. 

Since  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Merry,  accordingly  no 
time  has  been  lost  in  calling  his  attention  to  the 
subject,  and  in  fweparing  b^h  it  and  him  for  the 
negotiation  which  is  now  to  be  committed  to  ^ou. 
If  appearances  are  to  be  trnated,  his  impreaiona 
and  represcdQtatiODs  will  be  friendly  to  iL  lo  mf 
eoDveraatioiu  with  bin,  which  have  been  fr«o 
and  fall,  he  bib.  ef  p'reaied  the  heat  dispoaUioDa, 
has  listened'  with  candor  t»  the  ap^ls  made,  aa 
well  to  the  coBsiderationti  of  justice  as  of  the 
solid,  interest  of  his  nation ;  and,  altboi^b  he  Sug- 
gests serions  difficulties  on  certain  points,  he  will, 
I  beliere,  idnoerely  oo-operate  in  lesseninfr  them, 
and  in  briogtog  about  an  arrangement  which  win 
he  acceptable  to  this  ronntry.  The  only  topic  on 
which  anything  has  passed  in  writing  between 
the  Deparime&t  of  Slate  and  bim,  is  that  of  the 
pretraded  Uookade  of  3t.  Domingo.  Cople&  of 
my  letter  to  him,  and  of  his  answer,  are  herewith 
enclosed;  as  also  of  the  letter  written  to  Mr. 
ThomioiK  some  time  before,  and  referred  to  in 
that  to  Mr.  Merry,  in  relation  to  a  like  blockade 
of  Martinique  and  Goadalpupe. 

Although  there  are  man^  important  objects 
whieh  majr.be  thought  to  invite  eonrentional  reg- 
ulationa  hetween  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  it  is  evidently  proper  to  leave,  for  subse- 
quent sonsideration,  such  as  are  less  n^ent  in 
tfieir  nature,  or  more  difficult  in  their  adjustment 
and  thereby  to  render  the  way  plainer  and  shorter 
to  an  agreement  with  respect  to  objects  which 
cannot  be  roach  longer  delayed  without  danger 
to  the  good  nnderstandiog  between  the  two  na- 
tions. With  this  view,  the  plan  of  a  convention 
contemplated  by  the  President  is  limited  to  the 
caa^  of  impressments  of  our  seamen,  of  blockades, 
of  visiiiog  and  searching  our  vessels,  of  contra- 
band of  war,  and  of  the  trade  with  hostile  colo- 
nies, with  a  few  other  cases  afiectio|r  our  mari- 
time rights ;  embracing,  however,  as  inducements 
to  Great  Britain  to  do  us  justice  therein,  a  pro> 
vision  for  the  surrender  of  deserting  seamen  and 
soldiers,  and  for  the  prevention  of  contraband  aap- 
plies  to  her  enemies. 

The  plan  digested  for  yonr  use  is  subjoined. 
The  first  column  contains  the  articles  which  are 
to  be  proposed  in  the  first  insunce,  and  which 
are  considered  as  within  our  just  expectations; 
the  second  modifies  the  articles  into  the  conces- 
sions which  the  British  Government  mvf  posai 
bly  require,  and  which  it  may  be  expedient  for 
us  ultimately  to  admiu 
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Ortat  Britain. 


VIBST  PROPOeAI. 

AbticleI.  No 
person  whatever 
siuUl,  upoQ  the 
high  seas,  and 
without  the  ja* 
riBdictioD  of  ei' 
ther  partf  j  be  de- 
maaded  or  taken 
oat  of  soy  atiip 
or  vessel  belong- 
iDffU>eitizeDs  or 
taijeets  of  one  of 
the  parties  bjr  the 
pubiie  or  private 
armed  ihtps  be- 
looging  to,  or  in 
thesecTieeoi^the 
oAer,aale88siich 
peraon  be  at  the 
time  ia  the  mili- 
lary  aerviee  of 
ueaeiBjrcifsuch 
other  partjr. 


AaT.  2.  The 
same. 


Aht.  3.  The 
nme. 


SECOHD  AHO  BLTUUTOM. 

Article  1.  No  teataan,  sea- 
fining,  or  other  person  shall, 
upon  the  hi^h  seas,  and  with-' 
out  the  juritdioiion  of  either 
party,  be  demanded  or  uken 
out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  be^ 
longing  to  the  citizens  or  sub- 
jects  of  one  of  the  parties,  by 
the  pubiie  or  private  armed 
ships  belonging  to,  or  in  the 
service  of,  the  other  party ; 
and  strict  and  effectual  orders 
shaH  be  given  for  the  doe  ob- 
servance of  this  eogagenaeni ; 
but  it  is  bi  be  understood  thai 
this  arlide  shall  not  czenpt 
any  pciMn  on  boani  the  ships 
of  either  of  the  parties  from 
being  taken  therefrom  by  the 
other  party,  tn  cues  where 
they  may  be  liable  to  be  so 
taken  aeeording  lo  the  laws  of 
nations,  which  liability,  how- 
aver,  shall  DM  be  construed  to 
eiMnd  in  any  case  to  seamen, 
or  seafaring  persons  beiuff  ac- 
raally  iwrt  of  the  crew  of  the 
Msscl  in  which  tbey  may  be, 
nor  to  persma  of  any  descrip- 
tion passiag  from  one  port  to 
another  port  «f  either  «f  the 
parties. 

Art.  3.  No  person  being  a 
subject  or  citizen  of  one  of  the 
parties,  and  rasortiag  to,  or  re> 
siding  to,  the  dominions  of  the 
other,  shall  in  any  ease  be 
compelled  to  serve  oa  board 
any  vessel,  whether  public  or 
private,  belonging  to  such  oth- 
er party;  and  all  eiilzens  or 
sabjects  whatever  of  the  re- 
spective parties,  at  thia  time 
compulsively  serving  on  board 
the  vessels  of  ihe  other,  shall 
be  forth  wiib  liberated,  and  ena- 
bled, by  an  adequate  recom- 
pense, to  return  to  their  own 
country. 

Art.  3.  If  the  ships  of  ei- 
ther of  the  patties  shall  be  met 
with,  sailing  either  along  the 
coasts  or  on  the  high  seas,  by 
any  ship  c^war,  or  other  pub- 
lie  or  private  armed  ships  of 
the  other  parly,  such  ships  of 
war,  or  other  armed  vessels, 
shall,  for  ftvoiding  all  disorder 
in  visiting  and  eznminiog  the 
same,  remain  out  of  cannon 
sho^  unless  the  state  of  the 
sea,  or-  the  plaea  of  meetiog 
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Art. 
same. 


4.  The 


Art.  5.  The 


sane. 
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render  a  nearer  approach  ne- 
cessary; and  shall  in  no  case 
compel  or  require  such  reuel 
to  send  her  boat,  her  papers,  or 
any  person  from  on  board  to 
the  belligereat  vessel;  bat  the 
belligerent  vessel  mayseod  het 
own  boat  to  the  other,  and 
may  enter  her  to  the  nombw 
of  two  or  three  men  ooly,«1ut 
inav,  in  an  orderly  nunoer, 
mase  the  necessary  inquiries 
concerning  the  vessel  and  het 
cargo;  and  it  is  agreed  that 
effectual  provision  sbatl  be 
made  for  punishing  vtolitioiu 
of  any  part  of  this  article. 

Art.  4.  Contraband  of  wu 
shall  consist  of  the  followioe 
anicles  only:  Saltpetre,  tol- 
phuT,  cuirasses,  pikes,  vwonl^ 
sword  belts,  knapsacks,  sid- 
dles  and  bridles,  caDnon,  mor* 
tars,  fire  arms,  pisiols,  booib^ 
grenades,  bullets,  firelock, 
ftiota,  matches,  aod  gnnpow- 
der,  exceptine;,  however,^  the 
quantity  of  the  said  imetei 
which  may  be  necessary  for 
the  defence  or  use  of  thesbip, 
and  those  who  compose  the 
crew;  and  do  other  eiiieles 
whatever,  not  here  ewmeii- 
ted,  shall  be  reputed  com* 
band,  or  Hable  to  confiscatioB, 
but  shall  pass  freely,  withMl 
being  subjected  to  the  small- 
eat  diffieulty,  wnlees  ihwf  k 
enemy's  property ;  and  it  h  ta 
be  Mnioalarly  understood  tkit 
under  ike  denomlaatioo  of  ei- 
emyN  properly,  ia  not  b> 
eomprtsed'fbe  merehandiaeflf 
the  growth,  produce,  orman* 
Aclures  of  the  conniries  ordo- 
minioos  at  war,  whlefa  shall 
have  been  acquired  by  iheeii- 
iz^Ds  or  subjects  of  the  neou^ 
PoWCT^  and  shall  be  Iraosport- 
ed  for  their  account;  whieh 
merchandise  oanot,  ia  any 
eue,  or  on  any  pretext,  be 
cepted  from  the  freedom  of 
the  neutral  flag. 

Art.  6.  ia  all  «8t«s  what 
priM  courts  of  cither  party 
ahatt  pwaouBee  jnd^ncat 
aninst  any  vessel  or  property 
ctafiaad  br  eitseM  or  svbjeeu 
of  the  other,  che  mteoee  o> 
decree  shatt  meiftfoa  the 
sons  or  motives  on  which  it« 
same  shall  hare  been  founded; 
and  an  authenticated  copy  w 
the  aeatence  or  detree,  and  of 
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Act.  6.  The 


Art.  7.  Omit 
the  pmmble. 


Art.  8.  Omit 
**  captaini^  offi- 
eera." 


tntOHn  Aira  DLTIMATVH. 

all  the  proceedings  in  the  case, 
shall,  if  demaoded,  be  delir- 
ered  to  the  coipniaDder  or 
agent  of  tbe  said  vessel,  with- 
out any  delay,  he  paying  tbe 
legal  fees  for  the  same. 

Abt.  6.  In  order  to  deter- 
mine what  characterizes  a 
blockaded  port,  that  denomi- 
natioQ  is  given  only  to  a  port 
where  there  is,  by  the  dtsiKwi- 
lion  of  the  Power  which  at- 
tacks it  with  ships  staiionarj 
or  sufficiently  near^  an  evi- 
dent danger  in  entering. 

Abt.  7.  [In  consideration  of 
the  distance  of  the  ports  like- 
ly to  be  blockaded  by  either 
*^rty,  from  the  ports  of  the 
other  party,  and  of  other  cir- 
cumstaiicea  incident  to  their 
relative  Kltoations.]  it  is  agreed 
that  no  vessel  sailing  from  tbe 
porta  of  either  shal^  although 
cleared  or  hound  to  a  blocka- 
ded portj  be  considered  as  vio- 
lating in  any  manner  the  blocli- 
ade,  unless  on  her  approach  to- 
wards such  port  she  shall  have 
been  fiTevitrasly  whrnedagainst 
eotenog  the  same. 

Art.  8.  It  is  agreed  thai  no 
refuge  or  protection  shall  be 
affbnled  by  either  party  to  the 
''captains,  officers,"  mariners, 
tailors,  or  other  persons  nbt 
found  to  he  its  own  citizens  or 
suttjeets^  who  shall  desert  from 
a  vessel  (rf  the  other  party,  of 
tiie  crew  whereof  the  deserter 
made  a  itart ;  but,  on  tbe  con- 
trary, Jill  such  deserters  shall 
be  dnivered  up,  on  demand,  to 
tbe  commanders  of  the  resseb 
from  which  they  shall  have 
deserted,  or  to  the  command- 
ing officers  of  the  ships  of  war 
of  the  respective  nations,  or  to 
sach  other  persons  as  may  be 
doty  authorized  to  make  re- 
quisition in  that  behalf:  Pro- 
vided, That  proof  be  made 
within  two  years  from  ihe 
time  of  desertion,  by  an  exhi- 
bitiob  of  the  thip*s  papers,  or 
anthentieated  et^es  thereof, 
and  by  satisfaelory  evidence 
of  the  identity  of  the  person 
that  the  deserters sodemanded 
wera  actually  part  of  the  crew 
of  tbe  Vessels  in  question. 

And  for  the  more  effectual 
elecution  of  this  article,  ade- 

Jjuate  provision  shall  be  made, 
or  eatuing  to  be  arresiedj  on 


Ah*.  9.  Omit 
"  offieers  or.** 


Art.  10.  Omit- 
ted. 


ei«OND  AMD  miTIHATOIt.' 

tbe  appltcatioo  of  the  respect- 
ive Oonstila  or  Tice-Conanla 
to  the  competent  anthoritiea, 
all  demters  as  aforesaid,  doljr 
proved  to  be  nieh,  in  order  that 
tbey  may  be  sent  back  to  iIm 
commanders  of  tbe  vessels  to 
which  they  belonged,  or  re- 
moved out  of  the  country,  and 
all  doe  aid  and  assistance  shall 
hi  «ven  in  Hearchine  for,  as 
welt  as  in  seizing  and  arrest- 
ing the  said  deserters )  who 
ahall  even  be  detained  and 
kept  in  tbe  prisons  of  the 
oonntry,  at  the  request  and 
expense  of  the  said  Consuls 
or  Vice-Consuls,  until  they 
shatl  have  found  an  opporin- 
oity  of  sending  them  back,  or 
remoring  them  as  aforesaid. 
But  if  they  be  not  ao  sent 
back,  or  removed,  within  three 
montlw  from  tlie  day  of  their 
arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  lib- 
arty,  and  shall  not  again  ba 
arrested  for  the  same  cause. 

Ant.  9.  It  Is  further  agreed 
that  no  refuge  or  proieetioa 
shall  be  afforded  by  either  of 
the  parlies  to  any  "officers  or" 
fioMiers,  not  found  to  be  its 
own  citizens  or  subjects,  who 
shall  desert  from  the  militarf 
serriea  of  tbe  other ;  but  tha^ 
on  the  eontrary,  effectual  meas- 
una  aball  be  taken,  in  like 
mamner,  end  under  like  regn- 
latioDsand  conditionaasmth 
respect  to  sailors,  for  a|^»e- 
hending  any  such  deserting 
soldiers,  and  delivering  them 
to  the  commanding  officers  <^ 
tbe  military  posts,  forts,  or 
garrisons  from  which  they 
shall  hare  deserted,  or  to  the 
Consuls  or  Vice-Consols  on 
either  side,  or  to  such  persona 
as  may  be  duly  authorized  to 
demand  their  restitution. 

Art.  10.  It  is,  however,  un- 
derstood that  no  stipulation 
herein  made  shall  be  construed 
to  empower  tbe  civil  or  mili- 
tary officers  of  either  of  the 
parties  to  enter  forcibly  into 
any  of  the  forts,  garrisou, 
posts,  or  other  places,  or  to  use 
violence  of  any  sort  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  other 
party,  or  be  construed  in  anf 
manner  to  contravene  or  der- 
ogale  from  the  stipulation  con- 
tained in  the  first  of  tbe  above 
articles,  against  demanding  or 
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ukiDg  any  persons  out  of  res- 
seU  OD  the  higb  seaSf  aod 
without  the  jurisdictioD  of 
either  of  the  parties. 
Abt.  11.  The      Abt.  11.  Each  partir  will 

came.  prohibit  its  citizens  or  subjects 

from  claodestiaely  carrying 
away  frum  the  territories  or 
domiuioos  of  the  other,  any 
seamen  or  soldiers  belonging 
to  stich  other  party. 
Ant.  12.  The      Abt.  12.  Neither  party  shall 

•ame.  permit  any  of  the  articlesabore 

enomerated  as  contraband  of 
war  to  be  cleared  oat  from  its 
ports  to  any  place  within  the 
jarisdiction  of  an  enemy  of 
the  other  party ;  and,  in  order 
to  enforce  this  regulation,  due 
proof  and  security  shall  be 
given,  that  all  such  articles  of 
contraband  as  may  be  exported 
from  the  ports  of  either  of  the 
parties,  have  been  actually 
destined  elsewhere  than  with- 
in the  jurisdictioD  of  an  ene- 
my of  the  other  party. 
Abt.  13.  The      Abt.  13.  This  conrention 

CBmc.  shall  be  in  force  fur  the  term 

of  eight  years  from  the  date 
of  the  exchange  of  ratiGca- 
tions.  It  shall  be  ratified  on 

both  sides  within  months 

from  the  d^'of  its  signatore, 
or  sooner  ii  possible,  and  the 
ratifications  exchanged,  with- 
out delay,  in  the  United  States, 
at  the  city  of  Washington. 

Observations  on  the  preceding  Plan. 

The  first  article  relates  to  impressmeota  from 
American  vessels  on  the  high  seas.  The  com- 
manders of  British  armed  vessels  har&  as  is  well 
known,  been  long  in  this  practice.  They  have, 
indeed^  not  only  continued  it,  under  the  sanction 
of  their  superiors,  on  the  high  seas,  but  have, 
vith  impunity,  extended  it  to  oor  own  coasts,  to 
neatral  ports,  and  to  neutral  territory,  aad,  in 
some  instances,  to  our  own  harbors.  The  article 
does  not  comprehend  these  latter  cases,  because  it 
would  not  be  very  honorable  in  Great  Britain  to 
stipulate  agaiost  the  practice  of  such  enormities, 
nor  in  the  United  States  to  recur  to  stipulations 
as  a  security  against  it^  and  because  it  may  be 
presumed  that  such  particular  enormities  will  not 
be  repealed  or  unpunished,  after  a  general  stop 
shall  hare  been  put  to  impressments. 

The  article,  in  its  first  form,  renounces  the  claim 
to  uke  from  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party  on  the 
high  seas,  any  person  whatever  not  in  the  mili- 
tary serrice  of  an  enemy;  an  exeeptioa  which 
ve  admit  to  come  within  the  law  of  nations,  on 
the  sahject  of  contraband  of  war. 

With  ibis  exceptioh,  we  eonsider  b  neutral 
flag  on  the  high  seas  as  a  safegoard  to  thoae  nil- 
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ing  under  it.  Great  Britain,  on  the  e<»amr,«s- 
serts  a  right  to  search  for  and  seize  her  own  sob* 
jects,  and  under  that  cover,  as  cannot  but  happen, 
are  often  seized  and  taken  off  citizens  of  the 
United  StafeSj  and  citizens  or  sub^jeeu  of  other 
neutral  countries  navigating  the  high  aeaa  nadcr 
the  protection  of  the  American  fla^;. 

Were  the  right  of  Great  BriUin  In  this  case 
not  denied,  the  abuses  flowing  from  it  would  jus- 
tify the  United  Slates  in  claiming  and  expecti^ 
a  discontinuance  of  its  exercise;  out  the  right  u 
denied,  and  on  the  best  grounds. 

Although  Great  Britain  has  not  yet  adopted  in 
the  same  latitude  with  most  other  nations  the  itor 
munities  of  a  neutral  fla|;.  she  will  not  deny  the 
general  freedom  of  the  high  seas,  and  of  neatral 
ressds  navigating  them,  with  such  exceptions 
only  as  are  annexed  to  it  by  the  law  of  nations. 
She  must  produce,  then,  such  an  exception  in  the 
law  of  nations  io  favor  of  the  right  she  contends 
for.  But  in  what  written  and  received  authority 
will  she  find  it  1  In  what  usaae,  except  her  own, 
will  it  be  found  ?  She  will  find  in  both  that  a 
neutral  vessel  does  not  protect  certain  objecu  de- 
nominated contraband  of  war,  (including  enemies 
serving  in  the  war,)  nor  articles  |;oin^  into  a 
blockaded  port,  nor,  as  she  has  maintained,  and 
as  we  have  not  contested^  enemy's  property  of 
any  kind.  Bat  nowhere  will  she  find  an  cze«p- 
tioB  to  this  freedom  of  the  ims,  and  of  neutral 
flags,  which  justifies  the  taking  away  of  any 
person,  not  an  enemy  in  military  aerriee,  found 
on  board  a  neutral  vessel. 

If  treaties,  British  as  well  as  others,  are  to  be 
consulted  on  this  subject,  it  will  equallv  appear 
that  no  countenance  to  the  practice  can  be  fonnd 
in  them.  Whilst  they  admit  a  contraband  of 
war  by  enumerating  its  articles^  and  the  effect  of 
a  real  blockade  by  defining  it,  in  no  instance  do 
they  affirm  or  Imply  a  right  in  any  Sovereign  to 
enforce  his  claims  to  the  allegiance  of  his  sub- 
jects on  board  neutral  vessels  on  the  high  seas; 
OD  the  contrary,  whenever  a  belligerent  claim  *^ 
agaiost  persons  on  board  neutralJvesseU  is  referred 
to  in  treaties,  enemies  io  military  service  aloM 
are  excepted  from  the  general  immunity  of  pe^ 
sons  in  that  situation ;  and  thia  exception  eon- 
firms  the  immiwity  of  those  who  are  not  ineludtd 
in  it. 

It  is  not,  then,  from  the  law  or  the  naage  of 
nations,  nor  from  the  tenor  of  treaties,  that  any 
sanction  can  be  derived  for  the  practice  in  ques- 
tion. And  surely  it  will  not  be  pretended  that 
the  sovereignty  of  any  nation  expends,  in  any 
case  whatever, hey ood  its  own  dominions^ and  its 
own  ves«els  on  the  high  seas;  such  a  doctrine 
would  give  just  alarm  to  all  nations,  and,  more 
than  anything,  would  countenance  tne  impnta- 
lion  of  aspiring  to  a  universal  empire  of  the 
seas.  It  would  be  the  less  admissible^  too,  as  it 
would  be  applicable  to  times  of  peace  as  well  as 
to  times  of  war,  and  to  property  as  well  as  to  per- 
sons. If  the  lav  of  allegiance,  which  is  a  mani* 
cipal  law,  be  in  force  at  all  on  the  high  seas  on 
board  foreign  vessels,  it  must  he  so  at  all  times 
there,  as  itt«  within  lU  acknowledged  sphera^  If 
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tbe  rnsoD  aiteffed  for  it  be  ^od  Id  time  of  war, 
nmeljr,  that  (he  Sorerctgo  has  then  a  right  to 
riie  serrice  of  all  his  subjects,  it  must  be  good  at 
^1  times,  because  at  all  times  he  has  the  same 
light  to  their  service.  War  is  not  the  onljr  oeca- 
noo  fm  which  he  may  want  their  serrices,  nor  Is 
eiternal  danger  the  ouly  danger  against  wbieh 
their  services  may  be  required  for  bis  seeority. 
Again:  If  the  authority  of  a  moaicipal  taw  can 
opnate  on  persons  in  foreign  vessels  on  the  high 
teas,  beeaose,  within  the  dominion  of  their  Sov- 
ereign tbev  would  be  subject  to  that  law,  and  are 
violating  inat  law  bjr  being  in  that-situation,  bow 
Rjeet  the  inference  that  the  authority  of  a  mani- 
elpal  law  may  equally  be  enforced  on  board  for- 
eign vessels  on  the  liigh  seas,  against  articles  of 
property  exported  in  violation  of  such  a  law,  or 
DeloDging  to  .  the  country  from  which  tt  was  ex- 
ported 1  And  thus  every  commercial  regulation, 
n  lime  of  peace,  too,  as  well  as  of  war,  woald 
be  made  obligatory  on  foreigners  and  their  ves- 
sds,BOt  only  whilst  within  the  dominion  of  the 
StrrerewB  making  the  regulation,  bat  in  every 
tea. andat erery  dutanee, where  an  armed  ve^sa 
night  meet  with  thera.  Another  infereoee  de- 
•erves  attention :  !f  the  subjects  of  one  Sovereign 
nay  be  taken  by  force  from  the  vessels  of  another 
on  the  high  seas,  the  right  of  taking  them  when 
fonnd  implies  the  right  of  searching  forthem-^ 
vexation  of  commerce,  especially  in  time  of 
peace,  which  has  not  yet  been  attempted,  and 
which,  for  tfaat  as  well' as  other  reason)^  mav  be 
regarded  as  contradieting  the  principle fmB  which 
it  vrould  flow. 

Taking  reason  and  justice  for  the  tests  of  this 
practice,  it  is  peculiarly  indefensible,  because  it 
deprives  the  dearest  rights  of  persons  of  a  r^utar 
trial,  to  which  the  most  inconsideraUe  article  of 
pnnwrty  captured  oo  the  high  seas  ia  entitled, 
aad  leaveft  their  destiny  to  the  will  of  an  officer, 
wmetimes  cruel,  often  iguorent,  and  generally 
iatmsied,  by  his  want  of  mariners,  in  his  own 
Virions.  Whenever  properly  found  in  a  neu- 
tial  vessel  fa  supposed  to  be  liable  oo  any  grounds 
to  capture  and  condemnation,  the  rule  in  all 
*Wa  IS,  that  the  question  shall  not  be  decided  bv 
the  captor,  but  be  carried  before  a  legal  tribunal, 
a  r^lar  trial  may  be  had,  and  where  the 
eapior  himself  is  liable  to  damages  for  an  abuse 
<^  his  power.  Can  it  be  reasonable,  then,  or  just, 
that  a  belligerent  commander,  who  is  thus  re- 
stricted and  thus  responsible  in  a  case  of  mere 
property  of  trivial  amount,  should  be  permitted, 
viinout  reeumng  to  any  tribunal  whatever,  to 
atmine  the  crew  of  a  neutral  vessel  to  decide 
the  important  quettion  of  their  respective  allegi- 
ane^  and  to  carry  that  decbion  into  insMnt  ex- 
Kaiim,  by  forcing  every  individual  he  may 
ebooae  into  a  tetviee  abhorrent  to  his  feelings, 
entting  him  olTfrom  bis  most  tender  connexions, 
exposing  bis  mind  and  bis  person  to  the  most  hu- 
niliating  discipline^ and  bis  life  itself  to  the 
greatest -dangers?  Reason,  justice,  and  human- 
ity, unite  in  protesting  against  so  extravagant  a 
oeeeding.  And  what  is  the  pretext  for  it?  It 
that  the  similarity  of  lai^ege  aod  of  features 


between  Amei-ican  citizens  and  British  sabjects 
are  such  as  not  easily  to  be  distinguished ;  and 
tfaat,  without  this  arbitrary  and  summary  author 
ity  to  make  the  distinction,  British  subjects 
would  escape,  under  the  name  of  American  citi^ 
zens,  from  the  duty  which  they  owe  to  their  Sot- 
ereign.  Is,  then,  the  difficulty  of  distiDgulshiog 
a  mariner  of  one  country  from  the  mariner  m 
the  other,  and  the  importance  of  his  services,  a 
good  plea  for  referring  the  question,  whether  he 
belongs  to  the  one  or  the  other,  to  an  arbitrary 
decision  oo  the  spot,  by  an  interested  and  irrespon- 
sible officer?  In  all  other  cases,  the  difficulty 
and  the  importance  of  questions  are  considered 
as  reasons  for  requiring  greater  care  and  formality 
in  investigating  them,  and  greater  security  for  a 
riffht  decision  on  them.  To  say  that  precautions 
of  this  sort  are  incompatible  with  the  object,  is 
to  admit  that  the  object  is  unjustifiable;  since 
the  only  means  by  which  it  can  be  pursued  are 
such  as  cannot  be  justified. 

The  evil  ukes  a  deeper  die  when  vieired  in  its 
practice  as  well  as  iu  principles.  Were  it  allow- 
able that  British  subjects  should  be  taken  out  of 
American  vessels  on  the  high  seas,  it  might  at 
least  be  required  that  the  proof  of  their  allegiance 
should  lie  on  the  Britnh  side.  This  obvious  and 
just  rule  is,  however,  reversed ;  and  every  seaman 
on  board,  though  going  from  an  American  port, 
and  sailing  under  the  American  flag,  and  some- 
times even  speaking  an  idiom  proving  him  not  to 
be  a  British  subject,  is  presumed  to  be  such,  an* 
less  sbown  to  be  an  American  citfzen.  It  may 
safely  be  affirmed  that  this  is  an  outrage  abd  an 
indignity  which  has  no  precedent,  and  which 
Qreat  Britain  would  be  among  the  last  nations  in 
the  world  to  snfler,  if  ofiered  to  her  own  subjects 
and  her  own  flag.  Nor  is  it  always  against  the 
right  presumption  alone,  which  is  in  &vor  of  the 
citizenship  eorrespondinr^with  the  flag,  that  the 
violence  Is  committed.  Not  unfre^uently  it  takes 
place  in  defiance  of  the  most  positive  proof,  certi- 
fied in  due  form  by  an  American  officer.  Let  U 
not  be  said  that,  in  ffranting  to  American  seameft 
this  protection  for  their  rignts,  as  such,  the  point 
is  yielded;  that  the  prooilies  on  the  American 
side ;  and  that  the  want  of  it  in  the  prescribed 
form  justifies  the  inference  that  the  seaman  ia  not 
of  American  atlesianee.  It  is  distinctly  to  be 
understood  that  ibe  certificate,  usoally  called  a 
protection,  to  American  seamen,  is  not  meant  to 
protect  them  under  their  own,  or  even  any  other 
neutral  fiag  on  the  high  seas.  We  can  never  ad- 
mit that,  in  such  a  situation,  any  other  protection 
is  required  for  them  than  the  neutral  flaf  itsdf 
on  toe  high  seas.  The  doeoment  is  given  to 
prove  their  real  character,  in  situations  to  irbich 
neither  the  law  of  nations,  nor  the  law  of  their 
own  coantry,  ts  applicable ;  in  other  words,  toprfr- 
tect  them  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bniisb 
laws,  and  to  secure  to  them  within  every  other 
jurisdiction  the  rights  and  immunities  doe  to 
them.  If,  in  the  course  of  their  navigation,  even 
on  the  high  seas,  the  document  should  have  the 
effect  of  repelling  wrongs  of  any  sort,  it  is  an  in- 
cidental adraatage  only  of  which  they  avail  them* 
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•dm,  and  ia  by  no  meaoc  to  be  raisconitrued  into 
a  right  to  exact  such  a  proof,  or  to  make  any  du- 
wlvantageous  inference  from  the  want  of  it. 

Were  it  even  admitted  that  certificate  for  pro- 
tiBCtion  might  be  justly  required  in  time  of  war 
from  American  seamen,  they  could  only  be  re- 
quired in  cases  where  the  lapse  of  time,  from  its 
commencement,  bad  given  an  opportunity  for  the 
Aoierican  seamen  to  provide  tbemselres  with 
•aeh  m  doeumenL  Yet  it  ii  ceruin,  that,  in  a  va- 

eof  tostanees,  seanien  have  .been  iotpressed 
Ainericta  TssseU,  on  the  plea  that  they  had 
not  tfaia  proof  of  citizenship,  wnen  the  dates  and 
|iU«es  of  impressments  demonstrated  the  impos- 
•ibUity  of  tlieir  koowiog,  in  lime  to  provide  the 
proof,  that  a  state  of  war  had  rendered  it  necessary. 

Whether,  therefore,  we  consult  the  law  of  na- 
tions, the  tenor  of  treaties,  or  the  dictates  of  rea- 
son and  justice,  no  warrant,  no  pretext  can  be 
found  for  ibe  British  practice  of  making  impress- 
ments from  American  vessels  on  the  high  seas. 

Great  Britain  has  the  less  to  say  in  excuse  for 
this  practice,  as  it  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
principles  on  which  she  proceeds  ta  other  cases. 
Whilst  she  claims  and  seizes  on  the  high  seas  her 
own  subjects  voluntarily  serving  in  American 
vessels,  she  has  eooslaotly  given,  when  she  cuuld 
give,  as  a  reason  for  not  discharging  fran  her  ser- 
vice American  citizens,  that  they  had  voluntarily 
engaged  in  it.  Nay,  more,  whilst  she  impresses 
Imc  own  lulyects  from  the  American  service,  al- 
chongh  thejr  may  have  been  settled  aud  married, 
and  even,  naturalized  in  the  United  States,  she 
GODstanlly  refuses  to  release  from  hers  Aaurican 
citizens  impressed  into  it,  whenever  she  can  give 
jGor  a  reason  that  they  were  either  settled  or  mar- 
ried within  her  own  dominions.  Thus,  when  the 
Toluntary  consent  of  the  individual  lavors  her 
.pwtensions,  she  pleads  the  validity  of  that  consent. 
When  the  voluntary  consent  of  the  individual 
stands  in  the  way  of  her  pretensions,  it  goes  for 
nothing!  When  marriage  or,  re&ideoce  can  he 
pleaded  in  her  favor,  she  avails  herself  of  the 
.plea.  When  marriage  and  residence,  and  even 
uiaralizatioo,  are  against  her,  no  respect  wbat- 
erer  ia  paid  for  either  1  She  takes  by  fores  her 
ova  sabjects  voluQiariljr  serviqg  in  our  vessds. 
8hekee|why  force  AmericaqcitiMiu  iov^iontfirily 
.serving  in  Iters  I  More  flagrant  iacoausloDoies 
.fitnnot  be  imagined. 

Not  with  standing  the  powerful  motives  wiiieh 
.ought  to  be  felt  by  the  British  G(Mrernm««t  to 
relinquish  a  priwtice  which  exposes  it  tQso  majoy 
reproachesj  it  is  foreseen  that  objections  of  di&r- 
eni  sorts  will  be  pressed  on  you.  Ton  will  be  told 
first,  of  the  g^eat  numbers  of  British  seamen  jo  the 
American  trade,  and  of  the  necessity  f^r  their  ser- 
vices in  time  of  war  and  danger.  Secondly,  of 
the  right  and  prejudice  of  the  British  nation,  with 
respect  to  what  are  called  the  British  or  narrow 
aeas,  where  its  domain  would  be  abandoned  by  the 
general  stipulation  required.  Thivdly,  of  the  use 
which  would  be  made  of  such  a  sanctuary  as  that 
of  American  Tesiwls,ibr  desertions,  and  traitorous 
conmanieations  to  ner  enenuea,  e^eoialty  across 
Um  ekaoiKl  to  FmiKe. 


1st.  With  respect  to  the  British  scameaservia| 
ia  our  trade,  it  may  be  remarked,  first,  thst  the 
number,  though  considerable,  is  probably  Un  than 
may  be  supposed-   Secondly,  that  what  is  wtOH 
ip  itself  cannot  be  made  right' by  consideiatioasM 
expediency  or  advantage.    Thirdly,  that  it  is 
proved  by  the  fact,  that  tne  number  of  rest  BriUik 
subjects  gained  by  the  practice  ia  question,  is  of 
inconsiderable  importance  even  in  the  scale  sf 
advantage.   The  atuexed  report  of  Cognessot 
the  subject  of  impressoteBts,  with  the  adoiliai  of 
•ach  caws  as  may  be  ia  the  hands  of  Mr.  Brnan 
will  verify  the  remark  io  iu  apolicatioo  lo  m 
preaent  war.  The  stMenEtent  maoe  by  his  predt* 
cesser  during  the  last  war,  and  which  ia  slss  sir 
neied,  is  in  the  same  view  stilt  more  eoncleiin. 
The  statemeat  comprehepds  not  only  all  the  ^ 
plications  made  by^utm  in  the  first  instance,  ior 
the  liberation  of  impressed  seamen,  between  tbe 
month  of  June,  1797,  and  September,  1801,  bet 
many  alto  which  have  been  made  previousUtUi 
agency,  by  Mr.  Pinckoey  and  Mr.  King,  ssi 
which  It  was  necessary  for  him  to  renew.  Them 
applications,  therefore,  may  fairly  be  constdend 
as  embracing  the  greatest  part  of  the  period  of  ilie 
war  i  and  as  applications  are  known  to  be  preUf 
indiscriminately  made,  they  may  farther  be  coe- 
^ideced  as  emhracing,  if  not  the  whole  Ike  Ar 
greater  part  of  the  impressmenta,  these  of  BntiA 
subjecta  as  well  w  others.  Tet  the  resnlte^ibtb 
two  tbousaad  and  fifty-nine  cases  only,  tod  of 
this  number  one  hundred  and  two  seamen  oolf 
detained  as  being  British  subjects,  whieh  is  Ism 
than  one-twentieth  of  the  number  improved,!!' 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-two  dis- 
charged, or  ordered  to  be  so,  as  not  being  Biiiiik 
subjects,  which  is  more  than  half  of  the  wbok 
number,leaving eight  hundred  andfivefbrfuitlw 
proof,  with  tbe  stroogest  presunptioa  that  lh> 
greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  were  Amerieam  at 
other  aliens,  whose  proof  of  citizenship  had  boa 
lost  or  destroyed,  or  whose  aituatioD  would  acs««l 
for  the  difficulties  and  delays  in  producing  it.  So 
that  it.  if  certain,  that  for  all  the  Bdiish  M$am 
gained  by  this  violent  proceeding,  more  tbM  « 
eqaal  number  who  were  not  ao  wwe  tbe  tM' 
tiwBi  it  is  highly  probable  tint  for  every  Briw 
•eaaasA  so  gaiwd,  a  lumber  of  ottos,  oot  m 
then  <e«  fiv  one,  loast  have  been  the  vj^iBHtiM 
it  is  even  possible  th«t  this  aumlrer  nay  bars  u- 
eecJed  the  prc^oition  of  twenty  to  one. 

It  caooot,  therefore,  be  doubted,  thai  thea^^ 
sififton  of  British  seammt,  by  ri»eee  irapr^ssme^ 
whatever  may  be  its  advantage,  is  lost  w 
wrmg  done  to  Americans  igaorantl^  or  wilfuH 
mistaken  for  British  sobiects,  in  thejealeasYss^ 
ill-will  eioited  antoag  all  maritime  nations  ofU 
adherence  to  sueli  a  practice,  aud  io  the  partisr 
lar  provocation  to  measure  w  redr^  on  the  put 
of  tbeUuited  Sutea,  not  less  disagreeable  to  tbea 
tbane«hbamssingtoOreatBritain,aiid  which 
threaten  the  good  understanding  whiehefigbl  &> 
be  faithfully  cultivated  by  bodi.  The  c^  of  i 
bill  brooght  into  Congress,  under  the  iaAawe*  " 
violations  aonmitteiron  vn  Aba  give*  iena  lo 
tiiia  latter  oonsutenlion.  Whplbtt  it  irittp«« 


Digilized  Dy 


mi 


JRdatums  vHh 


•  hm,  wiiftt  tha  mmmt  mmiod,  is  mow  tban 
«u  -yet  bft  «aid.  As  then  'i»  everf  cnnn  to  be- 
tteve  4b«t  it  has  hem  propoied  wub  reloctanc*,  it 
will  probably  not  be  punifed  into  eflfect,  if  aojr 
bope  can  bt  supported  of  a  cened^,  by  an  amica- 
ble BrtAQgemeDt  betweeo  tbfl  two  oalione.  But 
attob  ifi  tii«  feeliag  tbrougb  this  eoBotry,  produced 
by  tbe  reiterated  and  atrocious  cases  oi  im|»ess- 
ttents  and  otbar  iasuks  on  oar  flag,  tbat  a  remedy 
of  aoBie  kind  will  ere  long  be  called  for  in  a  toae 
not  to  be  disregarded-  A  nopff  of  tbe  bUl  refenad 
|ois  herewith  eacloaed. 

There  k  a  further  eonsideration  which  oogbt 
to  bare  weight  ia  thit  (^oestioo.  Although  the 
SritiebseameaeiDpleiyed  in  cnrfying  on  Aiaari(»B 
coottaerce  be,  in  aome  rexpects,  lost  to  their  own 
aatioD,  yet  such  is  tbe  intimate  and  axteoaire  eon- 
aexioa  of  Utia  eoffinerae,  direct  and  circuitous, 
-witblbeoonuMRiCiBnd  HHUHtfiietur^StlharrvaDua, 
aad  ibe  gew»nl  Mwoureoe  of  the  Britiih  natioa, 
tbat  in  outer  respeeia  its  nariners,  on  board  Amer- 
ican T«weU,iaay  truly  be  said  to  be  renderiag  it 
tbe  ipoit  Taloable  services.  It  would  not  be  ex- 
trara^nt  to  make  it  a  question,  whether  Great 
Briiaip  would  not  suffer  more  by  withdrawing 
ber  seamen  from  the  merchant  Tends  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  than  hex  enemies  would  suffer  from  the 
addition  of  them  to  tbe  crews  of  bet  ships  of  war 
and  cruisers. 

Should  any  difficulty  be  started  cenoerning 
scamea  born  within  the  British  dominioas,  and 
natoialixed  by  tlie  United  States  since  the  treaty 
of  1793,  you  ma^  remove  it  by  observing:  First, 
that  very  few,  if  any,  such  naturalizations  can 
take  place,  tbe  law  here  roquirin^  a  ptepara* 
lory  reaideace  of  five  ^caia^  with  Mtice  of  toe  in- 
teoUoa  to  beeoma  a  citizflii^  entered  of  veoord  two 
yean  before  the  last  neQessary  fornialiiy,  besides 
aH!0>br  proof  ofgood  moral  ehaMi<Jter,c»Bdtti«Ds 
butliule  likely  to  be  oomplied  with  by  ordinary 
aaafuing  persons.  Secondly,  that  a  dtscootiAii- 
aac*  of  impresemenis  on  the  high  seas  will  pre* 
elnde-an  actual  aollision  between  the  interfering 
claims.  Within th«juFisdictionoCeachBatiop,and 
in  their  reapeutiva  veasclaonthehigbBea^eaeh  will 
enforce  the  allegiance  whiah  it  CLuima,  Inothv 
aiuatiooi^  the  individuals  doably  ckiowd  will  be 
within  a  jurisdiction  independent  of  both  nations. 

2d.  The  British  pretensions  to  domain  over  tbe 
narrcFV  seas  are  so  otaeolele,  aadw  indefensible^ 
that  they  never  would  have  occurred  as  a  probable 
abjection  in  this  ease,  if  they  had  not  actually 
firastmted  an  atvaagemant  settled  by  Mr.  Kiu^ 
witb  the  British  :Mwiatxy,  on  tbe  sal^eatof  ira- 
pnssoents  front  .Amerioaa  veasela  an  the  high 
seas.  At  tbe  monaat  wbcu  the  artiolta  were  ex- 
jiected  to  be  signed,  an  enwtion  of  the  "  narrow 
aaas"  was  ur^  and  inal.s«ed  on  by  Lord  St.  Via- 
•cut  J  aad  being  utterly  >nadmi«siUe,oDottr  part, 
the  negotiation  was  abandDoed.  Mr.  King  seems 
to  be  of  opiaioot  however,,thatj  with  more  time 
than  was  left  him  for  the  experimentj  tbe  ob;iec- 
tion  might  have  been  overcoscte.  This  is  not  im- 
probable, if  the  ot^eatian  was  not  mwely  an  ex- 
fedieot  for  endinga  raLnqniahmcntof  afatoriie 
pmetioe. 


Gnat  MriUdn. 


The  oUaetion,  ia  itself,  bu  certaudy  not  the 
slightest  loandation.  The  tinae  baa  beeb,  indeed, 
when  Bngtand  not  only  claimed  bat  azereisad 
pretnsions  seareely  ioferior  to  fM  sovereignty 
over  tbe  seas  surroonding  the  British  isles,  aad 
even  as  far  as  Cape  Finistsrre  to  the  South,  aad 
Vaoetaten,  in  Norway,  to  tbe  North.  It  was  a 
time,  however,  when  reason,  had  but  little  shan 
in  determining  tbe  law  and  tbe  interooarse  of 
nations ;  when  power  alone  decided  qaestioos  of 
right,  aad  when  the  iguoraoee  and  want  of  eoa* 
cert  amoug  other  maritime  countries  fteitiated 
snoh  an  usur|ntion.  The  progress  of  civilization 
and  informarioB  has  produora  a  change  in  atl 
these  respects ;  and  no  principle  in  tbe  code  of 
public  law  is  at  present  better  established  than 
the  cctamon  freedom  of  the  seas  beyond  a  very 
limited  distance  from  tbe  tarritotiea  washed  by 
tbem.  This  ditfanee  is  not,  indeed,  fixed  arita 
absiritttc  pieeisioo.  It  is  varied  in  a  small  degiae 
by  written  authorities,  and  perhaps  it  may  be  rea- 
sonably varied,  in  some  degree,  by  local  pecoliari* 
ties:  but  the  greatest  distanae  wnieh  would  now 
be  listened  to  anywhere,  would  make  a  small  pr^ 
portion  of  the  narrowest  part  of  tbe  aanowaat 
•eas  in  question. ' 

What  ave,  in  feet,  the  prerogatives  olaimad  and 
exercised  by  Qwat  Britain  over  these  seasl  If 
they  were  really  a  part  of  her  domain,  her  authn^ 
ity  wonld  be  the  same  there  as  within  her  other 
domain.  Foreign  vessels  would  be  subject  to  aU 
tbe  laws  and  regubtioos  framed  for  them,  as 
much  as  if  they  were  within  tbe  harbors  or  nr- 
ms  of  the  oouBiry.  Nothing  of  tbts  sort  is  pnr 
tended.  Nothing  of  this  5ort  would  iie  tolerated. 
Tbe  only  instanees  in  vrtiieh  these  eeas  are  dis- 
tiogttiabed  from  other  seas,  or  in  which  Cheat 
Britain  enjoys  wtihin  tbem  any  distiaetion  ovcc 
other  nations,  are,  fiiat,  the  compliraeDt  paid  bf 
other  flags  to  heraj  sectmdty,  the  exteaaion  of  bar 
territeriu  jorkdicticia,  ia  e«itaia  cases,  to  the 
diataace  of  four  leagues  from  the  coast.  The  fine 
is  a  letie  of  anoieat  nsnrjiation,  which  has  thas 
kmg  cseaped  tbe  correction  which  modern  aad 
move  enlightened  times  have  auilied  to  other 
uaiupatieas.  The  prerogative  has  been  often  coo- 
tertw,  however,  even  at  the  expense  of  bioed|r 
wars,  aad  is  atiU  borne  with  ill-will  aad  impa- 
tience by  her  neighbors.  At  tbe  last  Treaty  of 
Peace  at  Amiens,  the  aboUtieo  of  it  was  repeat- 
edly and  atroo^y  pressed  by  France;  and  it  (a 
not  improbable  that,  at  no  remote  day.  it  will  fol- 
low the  fata  of  the  title  of  *'  King  of  France,"  so 
laag  worn  by  the  British  monareba,aad  at  Imgtb 
so  properly  sacrifice  to  the  lessons  of  a  BUgowH- 
Boua  wUdam.  As  Cn  as  thla  h<»age  to  ibe 
Briiiah  tag  baa  any  foondatien  at  piaaent,  it  rests 
merely,  on  loag  usage  and  long  nequieseenoe, 
whioh  ate  ooa^rned,  as  in  a  few  other  eases  of 
maritime  claims,  into  the  efleet  cf  a  gMecal, 
though  tacit  convention.  Theaecoad  inslaaee  is 
tbe  extcnoon  qf  the  territorial  jurisdiction  to  fbur 
leagues  from  tbe  shore.  This,  too,  as  ftr  as  the 
distance  may  exceed  that  which  is  generally  al- 
lowed, rests  on  a  like  foaadation,  stren^ened, 
fwhaps,  by  the  ioeal  facility  of  munluag,  aad 
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the  peculiar  faterest  which  Cheat  Britain  has  in 
pi«TeDtiti|;  a  practice  affeetiDg  so  deeply  her  whole 
•fstem  oTreTeaae,  commerce,  aod  maaufactures: 
while  the  limitation  itself  to  four  leagues  neees- 
larily  implies  that  beyond  that  distance  no  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  is  assumed. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  origin  or  the  ralue 
of  these  prero^tires  over  foreign  flags  in  one 
ease,  and  within  a  limited  portion  of  these  seas 
in  another,  it  is  obvious  that  neither  of  them  will 
be  violated  by  the  exemption  of  American  vessels 
from  impressments;,  which  are  nowise  connected 
with  either;  having  never  been  made  on  the  pre- 
text either  of  withholding  the  wonted  homage  to 
the  British  flag,  or  of  smuggling  in  defiance  of 
British  laws. 

This  extension  i^  the  British  law  to  fonr  leagues 
from  the  shore  is  inferred  from  no  act  of  Parlia- 
n«t,  passed  in  the  year  1736.(9  G.  II.  e.  35)  the 
tcnna  of  which  comprehend  all  vessels,  foreign  as 
well  as  British.  It  ts  possible,  however,  that  the 
former  are  coqstrQctively  excepted.  Should  your 
inquiries  ascertain  this  to  be  the  case,  you  will 
find  yourself  on  better  ground  than  the  concession 
here  made. 

With  respect  to  the  compliment  paid  to  the 
British  flag,  it  is  also  possible  that  more  is  here 
oonceded  than  you  may  find  to  be  necessary. 
After  the  peace  of  1783  this  compliment  was  pe- 
remptorily withheld  by  France,  in  spite  of  there- 
monstrances  of  Great  Britain ;  and  it  remains  for 
Ifoar  inquiry,  whether  it  did  not  contiaae  to  be 
Reused,  notwithstanding  the  tailure  at  Amiens  to 
otrtain  ftom  Gkeat  Britain  a  foraul  rennneiation 
of  the  claim. 

From  every  Tiew  of  dm  subject,  it  i»  reasonable 
to  expect  that  the  exception  of  the  narrow  seas, 
ftom  the  stipulations  against  impressments,  will 
not  be  ioflezibty  maintained.  Should  it  be  so, 
your  negotiation  will  be  atan  end.  The  truth  is, 
that  so  great  a  proportion  of  our  trade,  direct  and 
eireuitous,  passes  through  those  channels,  and 
Bttcb  is  its  peculiar  exposure  in  them  to  the  wrong 
practised, that,  with  socban exception, any  remedy 
would  be  very  partial.  And  we  can  never  eon* 
sent  to  purshase  a  partial  remedy  by  eonfirmiag 
•  general  evil,  and  by  subjecting  ourselves  to  our 
•wa  reprotohea  as  well  as 'to  those  of  other 
Ulions. 

3d.  It  appear^  as  well  by  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Thornton,  in  aaswer  to  one  from  me,  of  both 
which  copies  are  WBclowd,  as  from  eonversatioDB 
with  Mf.  Merry,  that  the  foeility  which  wnuld  be 
I^Teo,  pirticnlarly  in  the  British  channel,  by  the 
inmaaity  claimed  for  American  vesaets,  to  the 
escape  c$  traitors,  and  the  desertion  of  others, 
whose  services  io  the  time  of  war  ntay  bena^ 
ilcularly  important  to  an  enemy,  forms  one  o  fthe 
fieu  for  the  British  practice  of  examining  Amer* 
can  crews,  and  will  be  one  of  the  objections  to  a 
formal  relinqaisbment  of  it. 

This  plea,  like  all  others,  admits  a  solid  and  satia- 
Actory  reply.  In  the  first  place,  if  it  could  prevail 
at  all  agambt  the  neutral  claim,  it  would  anthor- 
in  the  seizure  of  the  persons  described  only,  and 
ia  T«is«l«  bound  to  a  hostile  eoantry  only,  whenai 


the  practice  of  imprewinf  is  appUed  towemm, 

few,  if  any  of  wfatnn  are  alleged  to  be  or  eiibn 
description,  aad  to  vessels  whithersoever  fMud, 
even  to  Great  Britain  herself.  In  the  next  phw^ 
it  ia  not  only  a  preference  of  a  smaH  object  oa 
one  side  to  a  greater  object  on  the  other,  bat  a 
sacrifice  of  ri^t  on  one  side  to  expediency  en  iha 
other  side. 

Considering,  nevertheless,  the  possiUe  tdh» 
enee  of  the  British  Governfflent  to  this  last(4>- 
jection,  and  the  extreme  impwiance  to  otir  sn- 
faring  citizens  and  commme,  of  a  stipQluioa 
suppressing  a  praelioe  flagraat  in  its  BatUTf,aod 
still  more  so  in  the  abuses  inseparable  from  it, 
you  axe  left  at  libertv  to  eoncar,  if  oeoesstry,  ia 
the  modWealion  as  it  Mandsin  the  second  eol* 
umn.  Yon  will  observe  that  this  guards,  ia  lU 
eases,  the  crews  of  oar  vessels  from  Iwing-iiMM 
with,  and,  in  reforriog  for  an  ezceptioa  to  dieiB< 
munity  on  board  our  vessels  to  the  lawof  nttintt, 
yields  no  principle  mnintained  by  the  Uoiicd 
States;  inasmuch  as  the  reference  will  beiui^ 
fied  by  the  acknowledged  exception  of  eaemies  is 
military  service.  Should  persons,  therefore,  other 
than  such,  be  taken,  under  pretext  of  the  Itw  of 
nations,  the  United  States  will  be  free  toeooM 
the  proceeding;  and  there  is  the  less  difficalij  ia 
leaving  the  stipulation  on  this  footing,  as  the  can 
may  never  happen,  and  will  be  pretty  sure  to  htp- 
peo  but  rarely.  You  will  observe,  also,  thtt,in 
the  passage  from  one  port  to  another  of  the  n- 
spective  countries,  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  pir- 
iies  are  to'protect  alt  persons  without  ezcepuoa. 
lodependently  of  the  general  principle  asserted  by 
the  United  Siaie^  this  reapeet  is  doe  to  the  peeo- 
liar  character  of  the  edastieg  trade,  and  the  niw 
improbability  that  it  will,  ataay  time,  be  a  nU' 
cle  to  persons  of  any  obnoxious  description. 

On  AbTioLB  II.  The  reasooableoess  of  ibis  ar- 
ticle is  manifest.  Ciliseos  or  subjects  of  om 
country  residing  in  «n<Hher,  though  bound  by 
their  temporary  allegiance  to  many  comoKmdt- 
ties,  cannever  be  rightfully  forced  into  military 
vice,  particolariy  external  service,  dot  berestraia* 
ed  from  leaving  tberr  residence  when  they  |dea*c. 
The  law  of  nations  protects  them  against  botki 
and  the  violation  of  this  law  by  the  avowed  isi- 

Sressment  of  American  oittzeas  residing  io  Grest 
Iritain  may  be  presaed  with  the  greater  force  oa 
the  British  Gtoverament,  as  it  is  fa  direct  ineoa- 
sistcney  with  her  impressment  of  ber  owa  sab* 
Jeeu  bound  by  idueh  stronger  des  to  the  Uallcd 
States,  as  above  explaiDed,  as  wdl  at  with  iko 
spirit  ofhereommeiQiat  laws  aod  policy,  by  whieb 
foreigners  are  invited  to  a  resideaoc.  T!ie  lib- 
eration  of  the  persons  oomprehendiad  by  this  arti- 
cle, therefore,  canoot  be  justly  or  heaomUy  re- 
fused, aod  the  provfsiOo  for  their  recompense  and 
their  return  home  is  equally  due  to  the  serriee 
rendered  by,  and  the  wrong  done  to  them. 

Oh  AaTrcLB  III.  This  regulation  is  conforms- 
ble  to  the  law  of  naiioaa^  and  w  the  tenor  of  all 
treaties,  which  define  the  belligerent  claim  of  vit- 
iliog  and  searching  neutral  vessels.  No  treaty 
can  be  cited,  in  which  the  ^mbUce  of  compelling 
the  neutral  vcsiel  to  send  its  boat,  its  offices  ^ 
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people^  or  its  papers,  to  the  belligerent  vessel,  is 
aaibonzed.  British  treaties,  as  well  as  those  to 
which  she  is  not  a  party,  in  erery  instance  where 
a  regnlation  of  the  claim  is  undertaken,  coincide 
with  the  article  here  proposed.  The  article  is  in 
fact  almost  a  transcript  of  the  '  ■  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1786  between  Great  Britain  and 
Prance. 

The  regnlatioo  is  founded  in  the  best  reasons. 
1st.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  neutral  that  he  acqui- 
esces in  the  inlerraiition  of  bis  voyage,  and  the 
irouUe  of  the  examination,  imposed  by[  the  bel- 
Ujg^rent  commander.  To  require  a  positire  and 
aetire  cOK>peraiion  on  his  part  in  behalf  of  the 
latter,  is  more  than  can  be  justified  on  any  prin- 
eiple.  2d.  The  belligerent  party  can  always 
send  more  conveniently  to  the  neutral  Tessel,  than 
this  can  send  to  the  belligerent  vessel,  baring 
neither  snch  fit  boats  for  the  purpose,  especially 
in  a  rou^h  sea,  nor  being  so  abundantly  manned. 
3d.  This  last  consideration  is  enforced  by  the 
numerous  and  cruel  abuses  committed  in  the  prac- 
tice of  requiring  the  neutral  vessel  to  send  to  the 
belligerent.  As  an  eiample,  you  will  find  in  the 
documents  now  transmitted  a  case  where  neither 
tbe  smallness  and  leakiness  of  the  boat,  nor  the 
boisterous  state  of  the  weather,  nor  the  pathetic 
remonstrances  of  the  neutral  commander,  bad  any 
efieci  on  the  imperious  iojunctioDs  of  the  bellig- 
erent, and  where  the  task  was  performed  at  the 
manifest  peril  of  the  boat,  the  papers,  and  the  Uvea 
of  the  people.  The  limitation  of  the  number  to 
be  sent  on  board  the  nentral  vessel  is  a  reason- 
able and  usual  precaution  against  tbe  danger  of 
inaolt  and  pillage. 

On  Article  IV.  This  enumeration  of  contra- 
band articles  is  copied  from  the  treaty  of  1791,  be- 
tween Qreat  Britain  and  Russia.  It  is  sufficiently 
limited,  and  that  treaty  is  an  authority  more 
likely  than  any  other  to  be  respected  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government.  Tbe  sequel  of  the  article,  which 
protects  the  productions  of  a  hostile  colooy  con- 
verted into  neutral  property,  is  taken  from  the 
same  model,  with  tbe  addition  of  the  terms,  "in 
any  case  or  qn  any  pretext."  This  addition  is 
meant  to  embrace  more  eipUcitly  our  right  to 
trade  freely  with  tbe  cotooies  at  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  between  them  and  all  parts  of  the 
world,  lu  colonial  productions,  being  at  the  time 
not  enemy's  but  neutral  property ;  a  trade  equally 
legitimate  in  itself  with  that  between  neutral 
eoantries  directly,  and  in  their  respective  vessels, 
and  such  colonies,  which  ber  regulations  do  not 
contest. 

In  support  of  this  right,  in  opposition  to  the 
British  doctrine,  that  a  trade  not  allowed  by  a 
natitm  in  time  oi  peace  cannot  he  opened  to  neu- 
trals in  time  of  war,  it  may  be  urged,  that  all 
nations  are  in  the  practice  of  varying  more  or  less, 
in  time  of  war,  their  commercial  laws,  from  the 
atate  of  these  laws  in  time  of  peace ;  a  practice 
agreeable  to  reason,  as  well  as  favorable  to  neu- 
tral nations;  that  the  change  may  be  made  in 
time  of  war,  on  considerations  not  incident  to  a 
state  of  war,  but  on  such  as  are  known  to  have 
th^same  efiect  in  time  of  peace ;  that  Great  Srit- 
10th  Cos.  1st  Ssss.— 75 


ato  herself  is  in  the  regular  practice  of  changing 
her  navif^tion  and  commercial  laws,  in  times  of 
war,  particularly  in  relation  to  a  neutral  inter- 
course with  her  colonies;  that  at  this  time  she 
admits  a  trade  between  neutral  countries  and  the 
colonies  of  her  enemies,  when  carried  on  directlj 
between  them,  or  between  the  former  and  herself, 
interrupting  only  a  direct  trade  between  such 
colonies  and  their  parent  State,  and  between  them 
and  countries  in  Europe,  other  than  those  to 
which  the  neutral  trade  may  respectively  belong; 
that  as  she  does  not  contest  the  right  ofneutrdi 
to  trade  with  hostile  colonies,  witnin  these  Un^ 
itations,  tbe  trade  can  be,  and  actually  is,  carried 
on  indirectly  between  such  colonies  and  all  coun- 
tries, even  those  to  which  the  colonies  belong; 
and,  consequently,  that  the  effect  of  her  doctrine 
and  her  practice  is  not  to  deprive  her  enemy 
their  colonial  trade,  but  merely  to  lessen  the  value 
of  it  in  proportion  to  the  charges  incident  to 
the  curious  course  into  which  it  is  forced,  an  ad- 
vanta<;e  to  ber  which,  if  just  in  itself,  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  balance  the  impolitic  vexations 
accruing  to  neutral  and  friendly  nations. 

These  views  of  the  subject  nave  entered  into 
my  conversations  with  Mr.  Merry.  He  expres- 
ses, notwithstanding,  a  belief  that  Great  Britain 
will  turn  an  uufavorable  ear  to  any  proposition 
calculated  to  give  ber  enemies  the  resources  of 
their  colonial  trade,  beyond  the  degree  in  which 
her  present  regulations  permit.  This  is  donbtlesa 
to  be  apprehended,  but  considering  tbe  proposi- 
tion as  an  article  which  may  find  a  balance  ia 
the  general  bargain,  it  may  not  be  inadmissible] 
or  if  inadmissible  in  the  extent  proposed,  a  mid* 
die  ground  may  perhaps  be  accepted.  Tne  colo- 
nial trade  in  question  consists  of  four  branches; 
first,  between  the  colonies  and  Great  Britain  her- 
self ;  secondly,  between  the  colonies  and  the  neu- 
tral countries  carrying  on  the  trade;  thirdly, be- 
t'weeu  the  colonies  and  neutral  countries  not  them- 
selves carrying  on  the  trade;  fourthly, between 
the  colonies  and  the  countries  to  which  they  be- 
long, or  which  are  parties  to  the  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

The  first  and  second  branches  are  those  with 
which  her  own  regulations  accord.  The  last  ii 
that  to  which  her  aversion  will  of  coarse  be  the 
strongest.  Should  this  aversion  be  aneooqner- 
able,  let  it  be  tried  then,  and  then  only,  whether, 
on  our  yielding,  or  rather  omitting  that  point,  she 
will  not  yield  to  us;^in  return,  the  direct  trade  be- 
tween hostile  colonies  and  neutral  countries  gen- 
erally. Yon  will  be  careful,  however,  so  to  mod- 
ify the  compromise  as  will  mark  as  little  as  may 
be  a  positive  relinquishment  of  the  direct  trade 
between  the  belligerent  nations  and  their  colo- 
onies. 

Shoold  such  a  compromise  be  altogether  re- 
jected, you  will  limit  the  article  to  the  simple 
enumeration  of  contraband,  it  being  desirable  that, 
without  a  very  valuable  consideration,  no  prece- 
dent should  be  given  by  the  United  States  of  a 
stipulated  acknowledgment  that  free  ships  do  not 
make  free  goods.  And  you  will  omit  the  article 
altogether,  if  a  proper  list  of  contraband  cannot  be 
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agreed  oo,  particularly  one  that  excludes  mooey, 
prorisioDs,  and  naval  stores. 

Oif  Article  V.  This  article,  taken  from  the 
coDTention  o(  1800  between  the  United  Stales  and 
France,  is  coDformable  to  the  general  practice  of 
the  prize  courts  in  the  latter,  and  is  the  more 
wortny  of  adoption  every  where,  as  it  would  con- 
tribute so  much  to  the  consistency  and  stability 
of  the  rules  of  admiralty  proceedings.  Without 
ft  single  objection  justly  lying  agaiDst  it,  it  will 
hare  ihe  important  advantages  of  being  a  check 
on  the  inferior  tribaaals,  ofeDabling  the  aaperior 
tribanal,  where  a  faalty  reasoa  appears  on  the 
ftce  of  the  sentence,  to  correct  the  wrong  wUh- 
oat  dday  or  expense,  and  of  being  a  check  more- 
orer  on  the  decision  of  the  superior  tribunal  itself. 
As  prize  causes  also  are  tried  by  courts  not  of  a 
third  party,  but  of  one  of  the  parties  interested,  it 
is  but  reasonable  that  the  ground  should  be  known 
to  the  otherj  on  which  judgment  has  passed 
against  its  ciitzeas  or  subjects,  in  order,  if  deemed 
proper,  that  n^otiation  may  be  employed  for 
redressing  past,  or  of  guarding  against  future,  in- 
justice. 

On  Article  VI.  The  fictitious  blockades  pro- 
claimed by  Great  Britain,  and  made  the  pretext 
for  violating  the  commerce  of  neutral  oatioos, 
has  been  one  of  the  greatest  abuses  ever  commit- 
ted on  the  high  seas.  During  the  late  war  they 
were  carried  to  an  extravagance,  which  would 
have  been  ridienlous,  if  io  tbeir  effects  they  had 
not  inflicted  such  serious  and  extmsive  injuries 
on  neutral  nations.  Ports  were  proclaimed  in  a 
state  of  blockade,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  any 
force  at  them,  were  considered  in  that  state  with- 
out regard  lo  intermissions  in  the  presence  of  the 
blockading  force^  and  the  proclamatioos  left  in 
operation  after  its  final  departure;  the  British 
cruisers  during  the  whole  time  seizing  every  ves- 
sel .bound  to  such  ports,  at  whatever  distance 
from  them,  and  the  British  prize  courts  pro- 
nouncing condemnations  wherever  a  knowledge 
of  the  proclamation  at  the  time  of  sailing  could  Be 
presumed,  although  it  might  afterwards  oe  known 
that  no  real  blockade  existed.  The  whole  scene 
was  a  perfect  mockery,  in  which  fact  was  sacri- 
ficed to  form,  and  right  to  power  and  plunder. 
The  United  States  were  among  the  greatest  suf- 
ferers: and  would  have  been  still  more  so,  if  re- 
dress for  some  of  the  spoliations  proceeding  from 
this  source  had  not  fallen  within  the  provisions 
of  an  article  in  the  Treaty  of  1794. 

From  the  effect  of  this  and  other  arbitrary 
practices  of  Great  Britain  on  the  temper  and  pol- 
icy of  neutral  nations  towards  her;  from  the 
spirit  of  her  treaty  made  near  the  close  of  the 
late  war  with  Russia  ;  from  the  general  disposi- 
tion manifested  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
towards  the  United  States,  and  the  comparative 
moderation  observed  in  Europe  with  respect  to 
blockades,  (if  indeed  the  two  cases  of  the  Weser 
and  Elbe  are  not  to  be  excepted,)  it  was  hoped 
that  the  mockeries  and  mischiefs  practised  under 
the  name  of  blockades  would  no  where  be  repeat- 
ed. Ii  is  found,  however,  the  West  ladies  are 
^aia  the  theatre  of  them.  The  three  entire  and , 


extensive  islands  of  Martinique  Gaadatoape,aBd 
St.  Domingo,  have  been  published  as  in  a  stale  of 
blockade,  although  the  whole  naval  force  applied 
to  the  purpose  is  inconsiderable;  although  it  ap- 
pears that  a  part  of  this  inconsiderable  force  is  oc- 
casionally seen  at  the  distance  of  many  leagues 
at  sea ;  although  it  does  not  appear  that  more  than 
one  or  two  ports  at  the  most  have  at  any  time 
been  aelually  blockaded;  and  although  oom- 

Slaints  are  heard,  that  the  British  ships  of  vm 
0  not  protect  tbeir  own  trade  asaiost  the  numa- 
ous  cruisers  from  the  islands  under  this  pretended 
blockade. 

Enclosed  herewith  are  three  letten  on  this  sab- 
jecl ;  two  from  me,  the  first  to  Mr.  ThOTOlon,tfac 
second  to  Mr.  Merry,and  the  third  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  me.  You  will  observe  that  he  does  not  preteoa 
to  justify  the  measure  pursued  in  the  West  In- 
dies ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  wishes  them  to  be  re- 
garded as  proceeding  from  an  officer  who  does 
not  pursue  the  intentions  of  his  GovemmeDL 
Still  such  measures  prove  that  no  general  regula- 
tions or  orders  have  been  yet  issued  by  that  Gov- 
ernment against  the  evil,  as  might  reasonably 
have  been  expected,  and  that  a  stipulated  secuhiy 
against  it  is  an  object  as  important  as  it  is  just. 

In  the  two  letters  to  Mr  Thornton  and  Mr. 
Merry  the  ground  is  marked  out,  on  which  yon 
will  be  able  to  combat  the  false  blockades,  and  to 
maintain  the  definition  of  a  real  one,  contained 
in  the  proposed  article,  which  is  a  literal  copy 
from  the  fourth  article  of  the  Russian  Treaty 
above  cited.   In  addition  to  these  letters,  youwnl 

find  enclosed  a  letter  of  the  ——  of  to  Mr. 

Pinkney,  io  which  some  views  are  taken  of  the 
subject,  wbich  may  also  be  of  use  in  your  dis- 
cussions with  the  British  Government. 

On  Article  VII.  This  article  is  due,  if  not  lo 
alt  neutrals,  at  least  to  the  United  Slatesi,  who  aie 
distinguished  by  the  distance  of  their  sitnatioa. 
Decisions  of  the  British  Court  of  Admiralty  have 
so  far  respected  ibis  peculiarity  as  to  admit  a 
want  of  ioformation  as  a  plea  for  going  to  a  Uock- 
aded  port,  where  such  a  mea  would  be  refused  u 
less  remote  countries.  But  more  than  this  may 
be  claimed.  A  vessel  knowing  that  a  partieulai 
blockade  existed  two  months  before,  may  well 
conjecture  that  before  her  arrival  at  the  port, 
which  will  require  two  montha  more,  the  falod- 
ade  will  have  ceased ;  and  may  accordingly  desi 
and  steer  for  such  port  with  an  honest  intentioo. 
in  case  of  finding,  oo  her  approach,  the  Act  other- 
wise, not  to  attempt  an  unlawful  entrance.  To 
condemn  vessels  under  aueh  eirenmstaaces  wooU 
be  manifestly  unjust,  and  to  restrain  them  frMoa 
distant  voyage,  to  a  port  once  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade, until  information  of  a  change  shall  han 
travelled  a  like  distance,  must  produce  a  delay 
and  Uncertainty  little  short  of  an  absolute  prohibi- 
tion of  the  commerce.  To  require  them  even  to 
go  out  of  their  course  to  seek  at  other  ports  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  would  be  an  unreasonable 
imposition.  The  British  Government  can  have 
little  objection  to  this  article,  after  defining  block- 
ades as  IS  agreed  with  Russia,  and  as  is  here  pro- 
posed; since  oar  distance  is  of  itself  a  aerariiy 
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igtwat  ujr  eODCwl  with  the  hlodtaded  for  tur- 
icptitioas  eotriei,  which  might  be  attempted '  by 
■caieradTeDiunrs;  aadsioceintbeeaseof  block- 
adMfbya  force  aetoaUy  present^  a  preliminary 
notice  may  be  required  witboat  tmpairiDg  their 
efficacy,  as  might  be  the  case  with  blocicades, 
toch  as  ihe  precediag  article  guards  against. 

Tbe  oaly  differeDce  between  the.  articles  as 
standing  io  the  difiereot  edttmos,  consists  in  the 
preamble  to  that  which  is  to  be  admitted,  if  the 
propositioo  of  the  other  shoald  not  succeed.  Tbe 
article  is  preferable  witboat  tbe  recital  of  any 
reasui  particular  to  the  United  States,  because 
as  a  naked  stipulation^  it  stren^bens  instead  of 
weakening  a  general  pnaciple  friendly  to  netitral 
mud  peeffie  oations. 

0:f  Articles  VIII,  IX,  and  X.  These  are  arti- 
cles which  are  known  to  hare  been  lon^  wished 
and  cootemfdated  on  the  part  of  Great  Bnuiu,  and 
together  with  the  justice  and  in  manjr  riewi  the 
expediency  to  Qreat  Britain  herself  of  the  arti- 
cles desired  on  our  part,  may  induce  bet  to  accede 
to  tbe  whole.  Tbe  articles  are  in  substance  tbe 
aane  with  a  project  offered  to  the  American  Ad- 
ministration m  the  year  1800,  by  Mr.  Litton,  who 
appears  to  hare  borrowed  it  from  correspond  ios 
stipulations  in  the  convention  between  tbe  United 
Sutes  and  France  in  the  year  ——.  The  pro- 
ject was  at  that  time  dropped,  owing,  perhaps,  in 
pert  to  tbe  change  in  tbe  bead  of  the  Departmeot 
of  State,  between  whom  and  Mr.  Liston  it  bad 
been  discussed,  and  principally  to  the  difficulty 
of  combining  with  it  proper  stipulations  against 
British  impressments  on  the  high  seas.  Without 
sneh  aa  equiraleot,  tbe  project  bad  little  to  re- 
commend it  to  tbe  United  States.  Oonsidered  by 
itael£  it  waa,  too,  the  less  admissible,  as  one  of  its 
ariicfee,  under  some  obscurity  of  expression,  was 
thoujght  to  &Tor  the  British  fwetuuion  to  impress 
British  seamen  from  American  Tesaels  on  the 
high  eeaa. 

A  copy  of  this  doeoment  is  enclosed,  as  it  may 
be  not  without  use  in  showing  the  ideas  of  the 
Briiieh  Gorernment  at  that  lim^so  far  at  least 
as  its  Minister  here  was  an  organ  of  them. 

Tbe  terms  in  which  these  articles  are  to  be  pro- 
posed, differ  but  slightly  from  those  io  which  they 
may  be  admitted.  In  tbe  former  the  delivery  of 
deserters  is  confined  to  soldiers  and  seamen,  with- 
out  requiring  a  delirery  of  officers,  whose  deser- 
tioo  will  not  be  from  tbe  service  of  their  country, 
but  on  account  of  ofienoes  for  which  it  might 
sometimes  be  moreagreeaUe  to  the  United  States 
to  b«  anboond  to  gin  them  up  for  trial  and  pun- 
lafaaaeat.  At  the  seme  lime  this  consideration 
oofht  not  to  be  a  W  to  an  nnai^wnent  which, 
in  iCa  general  character,  will  be  so  important  to 
the  interests  of  the  United  Slates. 

Oh  Articlb  XI.  This  is  a  stipulation  which  is 
not  to  be  yielded  but  in  the  event  of  its  being  made 
an  indispensable  condition.  It  caanot  be  essential 
for  tbe  ooject  of  it,  whilst  the  British  Gtorernment 
is  left  free  to  take  the  precautions  allowable  within 
its  own  jurisdiction  for  preventing  tbe  clandestine 
departare  of  its  seamen  or  its  soldiers  in  neotral 
rrfaoU.    And  it  i*  T«y  ineligible  to  the  United 


States,  inasmuefa  as  it  will  be  diffienit  to  enfom 
the  prohibitioD,  whether  we  regard  the  embaren- 
tioo  of  such  persMis  in  BriUsh  ports,  or  their  land- 
ing on  the  American  shores }  aod  inasmuch  as 
the  ineffioaoy  of  regulations  for  such  purposes, 
though  made  with  due  uneerity  and  care,  may 
become  a  source  of  secret  jealousy  and  dissatis- 
faction, if  not  of  controversy  and  reproach. 

Tbe  article  is  copied  from  that  in  the  arrange- 
ment (of  which  you  have  a  copy)  discussed  and 
brought  near  to  a  conclusion  between  Mr.  King 
and  the  British  Ministry,  and  yoa  are  authorizM 
to  accede  to  it,  on  the  supposition  that  it  may 
again  be  insisted  on.  It  is  to  be  recollected,  how- 
ever, that  the  article  was  then  tmderstood  to  be 
(he  only  price  given  for  relinquishing  the  im- 
pressment of  American  seamen.  Tbe  other  offers^ 
now  substituted,  will  justify  yon  in  pressing  the 
omiasitHi  of  the  original  tme. 

On  Antiei.B  XlT.  The  law  of  nations  does 
not  exact  of  neutral  Powers  the  prohibition  speei-- 
fied  in  this  article.  On  the  other  hand,  it  does 
not  restimin  them  from  prohibitiog  a  trade  which 
appears  on  the  face  of  tbe  official  papers  pro- 
ceeding from  tbe  custom-house  to  be  intended  to 
violate  the  law  of  nations,  and  from  which  legiti- 
mate considerations  of  prudence  may  also  dissuade 
a  Government.  All  that  can  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected by  belligerent  from  neutral  Powers,  is, 
that  their  regulations  oo  this  subject  be  impartial, 
and  that  their  stipulations  relative  to  tt,  when 
made  in  time  of  war,  at  least,  should  not  preclude 
an  impartiality. 

It  is  not  certain  what  d^ree  of  value  Qreat  Brit- 
ain may  put  on  this  article,  connected  as  it  essen- 
tially is  with  thtf  article  whieh  limits  tbe  list  of  con- 
traband. It  will  at  least  mitigate  her  otigeetion  to 
such  a  limitation.  With  the  range  given  to  con- 
traband by  her  cmstruction  of  the  law  of  nations, 
even  as  acquiesced  in  by  the  United  States,  a 
stipulation  of  this  sort  would  be  utteriy  inadmis- 
sible. 

The  last  article,  in  making  this  city  tbe  place 
for  exchanging  the  ratifications,  consults  expedi- 
tion in  putting  the  treaty  into  operation,  since 
the  British  ratification  can  be  forwarded  at  tbe 
same  time  with  tbe  instrument  itself.  And  it  is 
otherwise  reasonable,  that  as  the  negotiation  and 
formation  of  tbe  treaty  will  have  taken  place  at 
the  sieat  of  tbe  British  Government,  the  conclud- 
ing formality  tball  be  at  that  of  the  Government 
01  tbe  Uniteid  States. 

In  addition  to  these  articles,  which,  with  the 
observations  thereia,  i  am  charged  bjr  the  Presi- 
dent to  communicate  to  jou  as  his  instruetions, 
he  leaves  you  at  liberty  to  insert  any  others  which 
may  do  no  more  than  place  British  armed  vessels 
with  tbetr  prizes  oo  an  equality,  within  our  ports 
aiul  jurisdiction,  with  those  of  France.  This 
would  only  stipulate  what  woold  probably  be  done 
by  gratuitous  regulations  tberejiod  as  it  would  no 
doubt  be  acceptable  to  Great  Britain,  it  majr  not 
only  aid  in  reconciling  her  to  the  principal  objects 
desired  by  tbe  United  States,  but  may  induce  her 
to  concur  in  the  further  insertion  of  articles  cor* 
responding  with  those  in  the  convention  of  1800 
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with  Faunee,  which  regulate  more  preeiielf  anil 
nore  efibetiiaU7  the  ireatmoit  of  Temli  of.  the 
■eatral  partjr  oa  the  high  seas. 

The  oeewion  will  m  proper,  also,  for  calling 
the  attemion  of  tl^e  Briush  GoTerameot  to  the 
rcaionahloieM  of  peimittiDg  Ametican  CodiqIs 
to  reside  in  every  pact  of  her  domioioas  where 
and  so  long  a&sbe  permits  onr  oitizeos  to  trade. 
It  it  not  denied  thai  she  has  a  natural  right  to  re- 
fnse  sueh  a  residence,  and  that  she  i»  free,  by  her 
tiea^  with  at,  to  refoie  it  in  other  than  oer  Eu- 
ropcaB  dominions.  Bat  ibe  exception  anttmixed 
ivtth  respect  to  the  residence  of  Consols  elsewhere 
baring  rdereaee  to  the  refusal  of  our  trade  etse- 
wiiMce,  the  refusal  of  the  one  ought  manifestly  to 
•owe  with  the  refusal  of  the  other.  When  our 
TCMeb  and  citimis  are  allowed  to  trade  to  ports 
in  the  West  Indies,  there  is  the  same  reason  for  a 
fiontemporary  admission  of  Coowls  to  lake  care 
«f  as  there  is  for  their  admission  in  porta  where 
Iho  trade  is  permanently  allowed.  There  is  the 
just  expectation  of  your  success  ou^  this  point,  as 
some  official  patronage  is  due  to  the  rights  of  our 
citizens  in  tbe  prize  courts  estaUtBoed  in  the 
West  India  Islands.  Should  the  British  Gorern- 
ment  be  unwilling  to  enter  into  a  stipulated  pro- 
TisioD,  you  may  perhaps  obtain  aa  order  to  the 
Gtorertwrs  for  that  purpose.  Or  if  Consuls  be  ob- 
jected to  altogether,  it  is  desirable  ttiat  agents 
may  be  admitted^  if  nowhtfe  else^  at  least  in  the 
islands  where  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts  are  es- 
tablished. 

It  has  been  intimated  that  the  articles,  as  stand- 
ing in  tbe  different  columns,  are  to  be  conudered, 
the  one  as  the  offer  to  be  made,  the  other  as  the 
nltunatun  to  be  retiuired.  This  is,  however,  not 
to  be  taken  too  strictly ;  it  being  impeauble  to 
foresee  the  tonks  and  the  eomunations  which 
mf  present  tbemselres  in  the  coarse  of  the  nego- 
tiation. The  essential  objects  for  the  United 
Slates  are  the  suppression  of  impressmmts,  and 
the  definition  of  blockades.  Next  to  these  in  im- 

Krtance  are  the  reduction  of  Ibe  list  of  contra- 
nd,  and  the  eolargemeDt  of  our  neutral  trade 
with  hostile  colonies.  Whilst  you  keep  In  view, 
therefore,  those  object^  the  two  last  as  highly 
important,  aod  the  two  first  as  absolutely  iodis- 
pensable,  your  discretion,  in  which  the  President 
jriaces  great  confidence,  must  guide  you  in  all 
that  relates  to  the  inferior  ones. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect  aod  esteem  I 
remmin,  sir,  yonr  most  obedient  serrant, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Dbpasthbht  op  Statb,  Feb.  14, 1804 
Sib:  You  will  herewith  receive  the  ratification, 
hf  the  President  and  Senate,  of  the  couTeotion 
with  the  British  OoTernmeoi,  signed  oa  tbe  12th 
of  May,  1803,  with  an  excMtion  of  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle. Should  the  British  Qovernment  accede  to 
this  change  in  the  instrument,  you  will  proceed 
to  an  exchange  of  raiifieatioos,  and  traamait  the 
one  received  without  delay,  iu  order  that  thei 
pnper  steps  may  be  taken  for  carrying  tbe  eon- 


venllon  into  afieec  At  tba  same  coosideniisai, 
which  led  to  the  anangementa  settled  by  it,  ntft 
a  prompt  execution  of  than,  it  may  be  expeew 
that  the  steps  depending  oa  that  Qovemncoti^ 
be  hastened.  As  far  aa  your  exhoKatieas  msf 
be  requisite,  yon  will  of  course  apply  the  to. 

The  otyectioa  to  ihe  fifth  article  aj^oart  i» 
hare  arisea  from  the  posteriority  of  the  Mgotlite 
and  ratification  of  this  con? entioa  to  ibou  of  tiM 
last  convention  with  Franoe,  ceding  Loataisoa  i« 
the  .United  States^  and  from  a  presumi^ioB  tlist 
tbe  line  to  be  ran  in  puraaance  of  tbe  fifth  titiele 
might  tbenee  be  fouud^  or  alleg^ed,  toabridgtike 
northern  extent  of  that  acquisition. 

It  may  reasonaUy  be  expected  that  tbt  Bridib 
Qovernment  will  make  no  diffienfayiBcoBMiriBf 
in  this  alteration ;  bceansCf 

First.  It  would  be  unreaaoaaUe  that  any  id- 
vanta^  aguast  tbe  Dnited.  States  should  beeoa* 
structively  antfaorized  by  the  posteriority  tin 
dates  ia  question ;  the  iaelruottons  given  to  aw 
into  convention,  and  the  iwdenunding  of  the 
parlies  at  the  time  of  sigaiiif  it.  barina  no  nfoh 
enoe  whatever  to  aay  tesriterial  tignu  of  ike 
United  States  acquired  fay  the  previoo^  cooret' 
tion  with  France,  bat  referring  merely  to 
territorial  righu  as  uadecstood  at  the  dale  the 
instructions  for^  and  signature  of,  the  Britttbeon- 
vention.  The  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kinf, 
hereto  aaaexed,  is  precise  and  ccmolusiTe  oa  this 
subject. 

Secondly.  If  the  article  be  expunged)  the  neitli 
bouulavy  of  Loaisiaoa  will,  as  is  reasonably  n- 
main  the  same  in  the  hands  oi  the  Uatted  Stam 
as  it  waa-  in  the  handa  of  E^nce,  amf  may  be  s^ 
justed  and  established  aeemdiiw  to  the  pnndpla 
and  authoiities  wloch  would  in  tbat  ease  kre 
been  apjdicaUe. 

Thirdly.  There  i»  reason  to  believe  ikat  the 
boundary  between  Lotrinana  and  the  Britiih  tt^ 
ritories  north  of  it  were  actually  fixed  UCm- 
missionos  appointed  nadcrtbe  Treaty  of  Uticshi, 
aod  that  this  boundary  was  to  run  from  the  Lite 
of  the  Wood»  westwanUy  in  latitude  49 ;  io  vhieh 
case  the  fifth  article  would  be  nugatory, »  ^ 
line,  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  netrcst 
source  of  the  Mississippi.  vroaM  run  throagh  te^ 
ritory  which  oo  both  sides  of  the  line  woaMb^ 
loD^  to  the  United  States.  Anoeied  is  a  papff 
stauog  the  aatharity  on  which  tbe  decision  of  the 
Commiasionen  under  Ihe  Treaty  of  Uuechtitet^ 
and  tbe  reasoning  opposed  to  the  cMHtroeliii 
making  the  49th  degree  of  latitude  tbe  nertken 
boundary  of  Loniaiana,  with  marginal  notci  it 
support  of  that  eanstnetioB.  This  psper  w 
put  yon  more  readily  into  pesseasion  of  tbenh* 
jeet/a«  it  may  enter  into  yonr  disevsstoas  with 
the  British  OovemiMnt.  Bat  you  will  pmeit' 
tbe  necessity  of  reenrring  to  tbe  proeeedtn^  « 
the  Commissioners,  as  tbe  soorae  of  authentic  ii- 
formation.  These  are  not  within  our  reach  bertt 
and  it  must  consequently  be  left  to  yoer  owa  tf 
seaiefaes  aod  Judgment  to  determine  tbe  pfop^' 
use  to  be  made  of  them. 

Fowibly.  Laying  aside,  however,  all  the 
jeotioiu  to  the  fifth  artiele^  the  proper  extcaiifBi 
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«f  t  dividia^  line  ib  that  qaarter  will  be  equrily 
open  for  fnendljr  oegoiimtion  after,  as,  without 
agreeing  to  ifae  other  parts  of  the  oonrentioB,  and 
eoDsldering  the  remoteaess  of  tfae  tisM  at  wbich 
■neh  a  Hoe  will  be«o«»e  actually  aeeesury,  the 
soalpoaeiiieat  of  it  is  of  little  or  no  conseqaeQce. 
Tbe  iniih  is,  that  the  Briiish  Gorarnnieat  seemed 
mt  one  time  to  favor  this  delay,  aod  the  iostrae- 
tiont  girai  by  the  Cmted  Swn  leadily  acq  nieseed 
in  it  The  annexed  eztractafrom  Bfr.  Kiiw'Band 
Mr.  Oore^s  letlen  will,  with  that  from  the  De- 
partment of  State,  ezpktia  this  obawvation. 

Tbe  foartb  article  of  the  eonreotioa  provides 
that  tbe  Commissioners  shall  be  respectirely  paid 
IB  sneh  manoer  as  aball  be  agre«d  between  the 
two  parties,  such  agreement  to  be  settled  at  the 
time  of  the  exchange  of  ntiflcatt(»s.  It  has  been 
nippoeed  that  the  oompensattoo  allowed  to  the 
Commitslonerf  under  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Com- 
merce, and  NaTigatioa,  who  settled  tbe  St.  Croix 
boandary,  wouM  be  satisfactory  to  the  British 
Ooremmeot ;  aad  upon  this  idea  the  estimate,  tk 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  was  framed  as  the  ba^ 
of  aa  appropriation  to  be  asked  IVom  Ccmgress. 
The  President  authorizes  yon,  therefore,  to  agree 
to  tb«  SUB  mentisned  therein,  Ttz:  four  thoa&and 
foor  hmdred  and  forty-fonr  doUara  and  forty-fonr 
«ntB}  to  be  paid  by  each  Qorernmeot  to  the  Com- 
■riwioBer  appointed  byitsdf,  the  aameaam  be- 
fng  allowed  the  third  Commissioner. to  bt  paid  to 
bim  in  aqaal  portions  by  the  two  GovammeDts. 
Bhoflld,  howercr,  tbe  British  Goremaeat  iositt 
upon  a  Tnriatian  of  lha  eompmaation  fam  the 
■ma  aboTcmentioned.  you  nay  «imaeiit  to  it,  pro- 
vided it  does  not  exceed  six  thousand  six  bunared 
and  sixty-six  ddlars  and  sixty-six  cents,  each 
party  eontribtttfaig  equally  to  the  payment,  and 
each  Commissioner  receiring  the  same  sum  as 
hb  colleagues. 

I  bar«  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


Extnet  tt  a  leUar  iirom  Mr.  Madison,  Seeretaiy  of 
State,  to  Mr.  Mooroe. 

DapAmintT  ov  Stats,  Meaxh  5, 1864* 
Tb«  Treaty  of  1794,  so-fttr  as  it  relates  to  com- 
meree,  haTi^^ezpired  on  the  first  day  of  October 
last  (that  being  the  date  of  the  preliminary  arti- 
«lca,)  the  eommereiai  ioteroonrse  between  the 
two  dHiDtries  is  left  to  the  regulations  which  tbe 
parties  veparately  may  think  fit  to  establish.  It 
may  ba  expected,  bowerer,  that  tbe  friendship 
aad  mtttaal  intttest  between  them  will  produce 
a  conlraaaaee  ea  both  sides  of  sneh  regulations 
aa  arc  just  aod  equal,  and  an  aceommodatioD  to 
tboaa  ^rineiptes  of  saoh  as,  oa  eitber  Ride,  arc 
otherwise  than  jost  aod  e^ual.  Oa  the  aide  of 
Cba  United  States,  their  oommeicial  r^olaltoas 
plaee  Great  Britain,  in  eTary  respect,  on  the  fimt- 
11^  of  tba  most  liiTorad  nation.  Great  Britaia 
caimot  aay  as  maeb  wilfc  raspeal  to  hers.  One 
iDstane*  atiaaat  is  exj^aiaed  in  « letter  frea  this 
Deputannt  to  Mr.  King,  of  which  a  copy  is  cn- 
ekiaed,  from  whieh  yoa  will  see  that,  ahhoagh 
«hB  set  of  PaiHanal  to  whieh  U  refcta  be  no 


longer  a  breach  of  stipulation,  it  is  not  less  a  rio- 
latioD  of  equalit^r  tb*"  itisof  sonnd  policy.  With 
respect  to  tbe  British  West  Indies,  it  is  not  known 
that  tbe  United  States  are  on  a  worse  fbotiof 
than  other  nations,  whaterer  want  of  reciprocity 
there  may  be  to  the  liberal  regulations  of  the 
United  States.  With  respect  to  the  East  India 
trade,  it  is  understood  that  tbe  Treaty  of  17M,  by 
denying  to  Ameriean  ressels  both  tbe  onstiaf 
bnneh  vi  it,  and  «  direct  interconne  between 
India  and  foreign  conntriesL  other  tima  America, 
the  United  States  were  in  both  instaaoea  nlaea< 
on  a  worse  footing  thao  other  nations,  hna  ena 
en  a  woras  footing  than  they  themsdres  enjoyed 
prior  to  the  treaty.  The  expiration  of  the  treaty, 
and  the  friendly  and  farorable  equality  aUowea 
by  the  United  States  to  Great  Bnuin  in  erery 
branch  of  their  trade,  onriit  certainly  to  mtoi* 
what  the  treaty  suspended. 

These  obaerrations  are  made  not  wick  a  riew 
to  any  negotiation  whaterer,  leading  at  &e  pre»- 
ent  moment  to  a  treaty  on  those  or  any  otbcr 
comracreial  points,  or  to  discassions  whiob  migbt 
be  TniseoDstrued  into  a  wish  to  take  anrcasonaUe 
adTantage  of  a  critical  moment,  but  to  enable  yoi 
to  present  the  ideas  of  year  GoTcmment  wiib 
more  precision,  to  vindteate  onr  commoreial  polley 
agataatmiseoBception^  and  toatail  yontem  ibb 
better  of  fit  eceaaions  for  obtaining  from  tiM 
British  QoTernment  aneh  relazationa  as  may  be 
due  to  our  exampkij  and  be  ealcnlated  to  eherlah 
amity  aad  useful  intereonrse  between  the  two 
nations. 

Id  my  letter  of  I  stated  the  reasonaUraCia 
of  admitting  American  Consuls  in  the  dependen- 
cies of  Great  Britain,  wfaeaerer  and  vhererertbe 
American  commerce  sfaoatd  be  admitted.  The 
principle  arged  in  this  case  is  applicable  to  the 
East  as  well  as  to  the  West  Indies.  Durioff  tbe 
last  war  an  American  agent  was,  inforaiauy  at 
least,  allowed  to  reside  at  Calcutta,  and  lake  care 
of  the  trade  of  his  eonntrymen.  Mr.  Jacob  Lewii^ 
who  was  appoiated  to  succeed  him,  proceeded  to 
Eionddn  on  his  way  thi^er,  trat  peace  hariog  in- 
tervened, bis  ufdieatton  fot  an  enqnatar  waa  re- 
fined. It  is  or  real  importance  to  ovr  trade  wlA 
Hiat  country,  that  auen  a  ftmctionary  ^ould  ba 
permitted  to  reside  ia  it  \  tbe  more  so,  if  it  be  traa 
that  the  role  forbidding  foreign  Actors  (o  do  ao 
be  enforced  there.  Be  eo  maoA  as  to  sonnd  Aa 
British  Gtorenment  on  this  enbject,  iftnd  commu- 
nicate its  Kntiments  for  the  information  of  tba 
President. 

No.  21. 
Mr.  Monrae  to  Mt.  HadisMk 

London,  MurcA  18, 1804^ 
Sib  :  I  have  lately  receiTed  irom  Mr.  Baring 
yonr  letters  ofibe^  aad  16th of  Amuary t dmt 
^  October  24th,  whh  the  deevments  menuooed 
in  it,  had  reached  me  at  an  earlier  period. 

I  rejotoe  to  hear  that  em  QoTemment  has  a6- 
laioed  complete  and  jquiet  possession  of  Loaisiann. 
Independent  of  the  vast  imporiance  of  the  acquis^ 
tian,  whiob  anrdy  eaanat  be  held  in  coo  blgh 
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estimation]  it  ia  Tery  satisfactory  to  see  the  affair 
eoDcluded  io  a  maoner  so  amicable,  and  at  the 
nme  tims  so  honorable  to  the  natiods  who  are 
parties  to  it.  Both  Goremments  have  performed 
ererythine  which  they  bad  respeciivelysdpulated, 
aod  each  has,  therefore,  much  reason  to  approve 
the  coaduct  of  the  other.  The  traasaclioa  bas,  I 
trust,  established  tbcir  peace  and  friendship  on  a 
basis  which  will  neTcr  oe  shaken. 

I  shsll  pay  all  the  attention  to  the  instrne- 
tions  contained  in  yoar  letter  of  the  5(h  of  Janu- 
ary, which  is  due  to  their  great  intportance.  As 
•oon  as  I  am  sufficiently  possessed  of  the  subject, 
I  shall  askaconferencewiih  Lord  Hawke8bury,to 
propose  to  his  Gorernment  a  conveoiion  between 
the  two  nations,  for  the  adjustment  of  the  points 
and  on  the  principles  of  the  project  you  have  sent 
me.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  commence  the  business 
in  a  week  or  ten  days^^and  flatter  myself  that  the 
negotiaiioaa  will  be  jH^aetiTe  of  real  advanta^ 
to  the  United  States.  Should  it  not  saceeed  in 
all  its  objects,  the  attempt  mast  neTertfaeless  be 
QODsidercd  as  a  rery  satisfaetory  proof  of  a  Bttong 
desire  in  our  Gforemment  to  preserve,  on  just 
ffround,  the  friendship  of  this  country,  and  is  like- 
ly, by  the  explanations  to  which  it  may  lead  alone, 
to  have  that  tendency.  I  am,  however,  far  from 
thinking  it  improbable  that  a  suitable  convention 
may  be  formed,  especially  on  some  of  the  points 
that  are  deemed  interesting. 

The  indisposition  of  the  King  still  contiaue^ 
thoneh  it  has  so  much  abated  as  to  permit  occa- 
sionally hisattention  to  certain  inferior  objects  of 
business.  His  life  is  no  longer  considered  in  dan- 
ger. His  disorder,  a  species  of  mental  derange- 
ment, with  which  he  was  formerly  attacked,  bas 
been  less  vittoit  on  this  occaaion;  and,  having 
pKOceeded  in  a  great  measure,  as  is  believed,  from 
other  infirmities,  will  probably  cease  when  they 
are  removed,  which  is  said  to  be  nearly  the  case 
at  present.  In  this  int»im,  the  Administration 
must  be  considered  as  having  lost  mueh  of  its 
strensth.  The  sickness  of  the  Eiag  and  his  prob- 
aUe  aeeline^  have  put  in  motion  all  the  interests 
that  are  eonoected  with  the  monarchy.  Those 
who  bad  little  hope  of  employment  in  bis  lifetime 
seem  to  have  left  the  ministry,  or  rather  to  have 
become  active  against  them.  The  old  opposition 
has  acquired  greater  eoersy,  and  become  more 
formidable.  Mr.  Fox  attacks  it  on  all  occasions, 
in  B  mannertbe  most  direct  and  unqualified  ;  and 
the  support  which  Mr.  Pitt  sometimes  gives  it  is 
yielded  in  a  mode  to  do  it  more  injury  than  ser- 
Tiee.  It  is  obvious  that  he  does  not  mean  to  con- 
nect his  fortune  with  theirs ;  and  I  think  I  have 
observed,  on  some  occasions,  such  a  degree  of  at- 
tention and  spirit  of  accommodation  from  him  to 
Mr.  Fox  as  to  justify  a  presumption  that  he  is  not 
tTcrse  to  a  coalition  with  him,  in  case  the  terms 
are  made  acceptable.  No  change  has  taken  place 
in  oar  concerns  since  my  last;  and,  as  I  am  now 
authorized  to' negotiate  a  treaty,  I  shall  not  call 
the  attention  of  the  Government  to  them,  other- 
wise than  in  the  latter  mode.  It  is  probable  that 
the  omission  to  answer  my  communications  and 
ndress  our  iujuriesj  with  which  it  is  j  wtly  cha^e- 


able,  may  furnish  a  motive  for  acceding  to  a  men 
permanent  arrangement. 

There  fs  no  change  in  the  state  of  the  war. 
The  menace  of  invasion  is  continued  witk  (be 
same  effect  here.  Of  the  object  and  partia  to 
the  late  conspiracy  at  Paris,  you  will  get  nun 
correct  infotmatioli  from  that  quarter  tun  I  cm 
give  you. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  uid  esteem,  ym 
very  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Mr.  MtNuroe  to  If  r.  Madison. 

LoNooM,  April  15, 1801. 

Sia :  Soon  after  my  last,  I  requested  an  iDiernew 
with  Lord  Ha wkeubory,  which  took  place  oatbe 
3d  instant,  in  which  I  informed  him  that  I  kul » 
celved  your  iostruclions  to  propose  tohisGotren- 
ment  tne  regulation,  by  convention,  of  eertun 
points,  which  1  was  persuaded  both  eonstriei 
would  find  their  advantage  in  placing  on  explicit 
and  equitable  ground.  I  stated  to  his  lordshipike 
concerns  which  it  was  desirous  thus  to  regdtn^ 
in  which  I  complied  strictly  with  yonr  riewi; 
and  assured  htm  that  the  object  of  the  Pmi- 
deot  was  to  fix  the  friendship  of  the  two  uitoos 
on  the  most  solid  basis,  by  removing  every  cuue 
which  bad  a  tendency,  in  their  iniereoane  tod 
other  relations,  especially  in  time  of  war,  to  dis- 
turb it.  In  the  conversation,  I  entered  intodeoil 
on  every  point,  in  which  I  was  met  by  hiskrd- 
ship  with  apparent  candor,  the  sincerity  of  wkicb 
1  bad  no  reason  to  doubt,  which  manifested  i  dis- 
position equally  strong  in  favor  of  the  pn^eari 
and,  indeed,  real  object  of  the  peopoeed  BS|Olii- 
tion.  He  requested  m^  in  the  conelosioo,  tofnf- 
nish  him  a  project,  which  he  promised  to  sobul 
to  his  Cabinet,  and  to  eommnnicate  to  uw  the  n- 
suit  of  ita  deliberatioiu  on  it  as  soon  as  he  conli 
I  have  since  sent  him  a  project,  but  too  recestif 
to  admit  mjr  obtaining  an  answer  to  it.  I  sm  in- 
clined to  think,  from  what  passed  in  the  eovfv- 
ence,  that  some -advantage  may  be  fairly  expecied 
from  the  n^otiation.  His  lordship  did  ootbiol 
himself  to  anything,  it  is  true;  he  even  weatio 
far  as  to  express  a  wish  that  the  principles  oa 
treaty  of  1794  might  be  adopted  in  the  prnot 
convention  where  they  aptdied,  and  an  expeeii- 
tton  that,  if  the  accommodation  which  had  bM 
g^ven.  in  certain  cases,  to  the  Northern  Pown^ 
should  be  stipulated  in  our  favor,  we  shooldis' 
cord  fully  what  they  bad  yielded  in  return.  ^ 
though  I  was  very  desirous  to  do  justice  to  lu  I 
moderate  and  friendly  views  of  our  GoversDOt  I 
on  the  occasion,  yet  1  did  not  fail  to  give  bin  » 
understand  that  I  could  not  accede  to  bis  ides  is 
either  ease.  I  shall  endeavor  to  bring  tbe 
ness  to  a  oonetnsioa,  and  apprize  you  of  the  Rsw 
as  soon  as  possible ;  when  1  shall  also  commnah 
oaie  fully,  and  in  detail,  an  aoeonot  of  what  psfsts  : 
between  us  in  the  course  of  the  transsetton. 

Not  many  of  our  vesselB  have  been  in*eiTOpte* ) 
in  their  commerce  with  France  or  Holland ;  sol 
one,  that  1  recollect  has  baen  aaadwttned.  Som* 
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of  tbem  hare  been  broogbt  in,  under  Tarioas  pe- 
tezts,  irbicb  baTC|^aerally  beeo  discbarged,  with- 
ont  a  long  detention.  I  send  you  a.  copy  o[  my 
eorrcfpmdenee  with  Lord  Hawkesbnry  od  the 
lotgeet  of  the  Brattu,  Captain  Hale^,  in  which 
yoa  will  find  that  ample  recompense  is  promised 
tot  the  injury  complained  of. 

I  bare  the  pleasure  to  eoclose  yon  a  copy  of  a 
commaaicatifHi  from  Mr.  Detbooig,  Cbaijgidek 
Afiaires  of  the  King  of  Sweden  at  Coastantioople. 
in  which  he  promises  hb  good  offices  to  obtain,  by 
iDtermediatioQ  with  the  Porte,  the  Jiberation  o( 
out  citizens  lately  taken  prisoners  in  the  Philadel- 
phia frigate,  by  theBeyoi  Tripoli.  Hariog  known 
Mr.  Deihonig  formerly  in  France,  he  Touintarily 
ofEered  his  good  offices  on  this  oeension,  on  hearing 
of  the  disaster. 

I  iivre  also  the  pleasure  to  transmit  yon  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  our  Consul  at  Peters- 
ba^  with  one  from  the  Minister  of  the  Bmperor, 
vbich  containa  a  very  strong  testimonial  of  bis 
frimdsbip  for  the  United  States.  The  assurances 
which  he  gives  of  tbe  good  office*  of  His  Majesty 
vith  tbe  Ottoman  Porte,  to  obtoin  of  the  Bey  of 
Trboli  the  discharge  of  the  men  and  restitution 
of  the  frigat«,  induced  me  to  make  my  acknowl- 
edgment to  bis  Ambassador  hereof  the  sensibility 
wueb  1  to  an  act  which  was  so  humane  und 
honorable  to  the  author,  i  was  led  to  this  by  the 
consideration  that,  as  Mr.  Harris  was  only  vested 
with  tbe  obaraster  of  a  Consul,  such  an  expres- 
sion from  a  person  in  my  place  might  produce  an 
immediate  good  effect.  I  flattered  myself  that 
tbe  knowledge  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
Emperor  towards  us  might  tie  eren  serriceable 
here. 

Tbe  King  still  continues  indisposed,  though  iu 
what  d«^ree  is  uncertain.  In  other  respects,  the 
state  of  affiurs  has  sot  varied  since  my  last, 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  very 
(Acdioit  aorvant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Pioject  of  a  Convention  presented  to  Lord  Hankes- 
bary,  AprU  7,  1804. 

Abticls  1.  No  person  shall,  upon  the  high  seas, 
and  wiihoot  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other  party,  be 
demaaded  or  taken  out  of  any  ship  or  vessel  be- 
longing to  citizens  or  subjects  of  one  of  the  other 
parties,  by  the  public  or  private  armed  ships  bo- 
loaging  to  or  in  the  service  of  the  other,  unless 
Kwh  person  be  at  the  time  in  the  military  service 
of  in  enemy  of  such  other  party. 

Art.  3.  No  person,  being  a  aubjeet  or  citizen  of 
<n»  of  the  parties,  and  reaortuig  to  oi  reading  in 
the  dominions  of  the  other,  shall,  in  any  ease,  be 
compelled  to  serve  on  board  any  veme^  whether 
pabtie  or  private,  beloaging  to  such  other  party  *, 
and  all  citizens  and  sttb^«:ts  whatever  of  tbe  re- 
speettTe  parties,  at  the  time  eompulsivdy  serving 
on  board  the  vessels  of  the  other,  shall  be  forth- 
with Ittienitcd,  and  enabled,  by  adequate  recom- 
pense^ to  reiara  to  tlmr  own  country. 

A  certified  list  of  the  crew,  or  protection  from 
ciihef  OoTcnuneM}  ia  audi  form  as  they  shall 


respectively  prescribe,  showing  that  the  person 
claiming  under  it  is  a  citizen  or  subject  of  either 
Power,aball  be  deemed  satisfactwy  evidence  of  the 
same }  and  in  all  eaaea  where  these  doeumenta 
may  have  been  lost,  destroyed,  or  fay  casualty 
not  obtained,  and  any  person  claims  to  be  a  citi- 
zen or  subject  of  either  Power,  such  other  evi- 
dence of  said  claim  shall  be  received  and  admit- 
ted  as  would  be  satisfactory  in  a  conrt  of  judi- 
cature. 

Art.  3.  If  tbe  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  shall 
be  met  sailing  either  along  the  coasts  or  on  the 
high  aeas  by  any  ship  of  war  or  tbe  public  or  pri- 
vate armed  ship  of  the  other  party,  such  ships  of 
war  or  other  armed  vessels  sball^  for  avoiding  all 
disorder  in  visiting  and  examining  tbe  same^  re- 
main out  of  cannon  shot,  unless  the  state  oi  the 
sea  or  place  of  meeting  render  a  nearer  approach 
necessary ;  and  shall  in  no  case  compel  or  require 
such  vessel  to  send  her  boat,  or  her  papers,  or  any 

Eerson  from  on  board,  to  the  belligerent  vessel ; 
Dt  the  bdlignent  vessel  may  send  her  own  boat 
to  the  other,  and  may  enter  her,  to  the  number  of 
two  or  three  men  only,  who  majr  in  an  orderly 
manner  examine  the  same ;  and  it  is  agreed  that 
efiectaal  provision  shall  be  made  for  preventing 
violations  of  any  part  of  this  article. 

Abt.  4.  In  order  to  determine  what  character- 
izes a  blockaded  port,  that  denomination  is  given 
only  to  a  port  where  there  is,  by  tbe  dispositions 
of  the  Power  which  attacks  it  with  ships  station- 
ary or  sufficiently  near,  an  evident  danger  in 
entering. 

Art.  5.  It  is  agreed  that  no  vessel  sailing  from 
the  ports  of  either  party  shall,  although  cleared 
and  bound  to  a  blockaded  port,  be  considered  as 
violating  in  any  manner  tbe  blockade,  unless,  in 
her  approach  towards  such  port,  she  shall  have 
beoi  fwavioudy  warned  agaiosi  entering  the 
same. 

Art.  6.  It  is  aneed  that  no  refuge  or  i»-otec- 
tion  shall  be  afforded  by  either  party  to  the  mari- 
ners, sailors,  or  other  persons,  not  found  to  be  its 
own  citizens  or  subjects,  who  shall  desert  from  a 
vessel  of  tbe  other  party,  of  the  crew  wfaereof  the 
deserter  made  a  part;  but^  on  tbe  contrary, all 
such  deserters  shall  be  delivered  up,  on  demand, 
to  tbe  commanders  of  the  vessels  from  which  they 
shall  have  deserted,  or  to  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  the  ships  of  war  of  tbe  respective  nations, 
or  to  such  other  persons  as  may  be  duly  author- 
ized to  make  requisition  in  that  behalf,  provided 
that  proof  be  made  within  two  years  from  tbe 
time  of  desertion,  by  an  ezbibftion  of  the  ship's 
papers,  or  authenticated  copies  thereof)  and,  by 
satisfactory  evidence  of  the  identity  or  the  per- 
son, that  the  deserters  80  demai^ded  were  aetiutlly 
part  of  -the  crew  of  the  vessels  In  qoeslion. 

And,  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  thia  - 
article,  adequate  provision  shall  be  made  for  cauf 
ing  to  be  arrested  on  the  applicatiMi  of  the  re^ 
EpectireCoosulsor  Vice-CoDBols,totbeeompetent 
authorities,  all  deserters,  duly  proved  to  be  sneh, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  sent  back  to  the  com- 
manders of  tbe  vessels  to  which  they  belonged,  or 
removed  out  of  the  country,  at  tbereqnertand  ex- 
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pense  of  the  nid  Conrali  or  VicA^oDnils,  uotil 
they  shall  l»Te  foond  ad  opportaDity  of  Hading 
them  back,  or  removiDg  them  as  aforesaid ;  but, 
if  they  are  not  no  sent  back  or  removed  within 
three  months  from  the  day  of  their  armt,  they 
shall  be  set  at  liberty,  asd  shall  not  agato  be  ar- 
rested for  the  same  cause. 

AsT.  7.  This  coQTeDtioa  shall  be  ia  force  for 
the  teem  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  ex- 
change of  ratifications.  It  shall  be  ratified  on  both 
aides  within  three  monihs  from  the  date  of  its  aig- 
nlare,  or  sooner,  if  poaiible,  and  the  ratifications 
exchanged,  without  delay,  in  the  United  States, 
at  the  City  of  Washington. 

No.  24. 
Mr.  Vonioe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoHDOM,  June  2, 1804. 

Sir:  The  late  struggle  in  the. Parliament  has 
produced  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  the  place 
of  Mr.  Addington,  of  Lord  Harrowby  to  that  of 
I«ord  Hawkesbury,  (tbc  latter  being  removed  to 
the  Home  Department,  from  wbicTi  Mr.  Yorke 
ntired,)  and  Lord  Melville  to  the  head  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, in  the  room  of  Lord  St.  VincenL  Not 
many  other  changes  are  made,  the  present  mtniti- 
tf  y  being  formed  principaUy  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  some 
few  of  nis  friends,  with  the  other  members  of 
the  late  one.  It  is  understood  that  the  King 
would  not  consent  to  the  admission  of  Mr.  Fox 
into  the  miaistry,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
GrenvtUes  and  Mr.  Windham  refused  to  eater  it. 

While- the  late  mtQisuy  was  on  the  decline,  it 
■eemed  uaeless  to  press  it  on  any  coneeros  of  ours. 
I  remained  tranquil,  in  the  hope  of  availing  my- 
self with  efleet  of  the  moment  when  it  ^ould 
either  recover  its  strength,  or,  b^  retiring,  give 
j^ce  to  another,  with  which  I  m^ht  treat  on  the 
important  concerns  entrusted  to  me.  As  soon  as 
Lord  Harrowby  came  into  office,  he  notified  it  to 
the  foreign  Ministers,  and  inviied  them  to  an  in- 
terview at  his  office  on  the  concerns  of  their  re- 
spective countries.  As  eaeh  was  introdueed  sepa- 
mtely,  I  look  occasion  to  mention  to  him  the 
subjects  which  were  depending  with  his  prede- 
ccssOT,  more  especially  the  project  of  a  treaty 
eoncerniog  impressments,  and  other  tojHcs,  and 
the  interest  of  the  State  of  Maryland  in  some 
bank  stock,  which  I  hoped  might  soon  be  c-oo- 
duded.  1  mentioned  to  him,  also^  that  I  had  late* 
If  received  from  you  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
TMpecting  boundaries,  h^  the  President^  with  the 
advice  of  the  Senate,  with  the  exception  of  the 
UUt  article,  which  I  wished  to  submit  to  his  con- 
sideration. He  replied,  that  he  was  glad  I  had 
turned  his  attention  to  those  subjects,  since  be 
would  make  them  the  partti»ilar  object  of  his  re- 
search, but  hooed  that  I  would  not  press  any  of 
them,  as  he  baa  so  lately  come  into  omce,  and  had 
so  many  concerns  before  him  of  the  firat  import- 
ance to  his  country,  and  of  a  nature  very  urgent. 
X  assured  him  I  htid,  no  disposition  to  hurry  any 
point;  should  wait  with  pleasure  bis  accommo- 
oation,  though  I  hoped  it  would  suit  his  eeave- 
aiettoa  to  ctadade  soon  the  afiiur  of  the  bwik 


Btoek,  which  was  iatrasted  to  tba  care  of  Ht 
Pinkney.  He  promised  me  to  enmiae  the  ptpw 
immediately,  and  to  write  me  as  sotm  is  bs  un- 
derstood them.  Nearly  a  fociaight  aftcrvinli 
elapsed,  and  I  heard  nothing  from  him.  AiUi. 
Pinkney  was  extremely  imjiattent,  and  i  n^lf 
wished  to  get  into  communication  on  the  other 
topics, also,  I  wrote  him  a  note  on  the  —  nliioto, 
requesting  an  interview  on  the  goicral  subjNt, 
with  permission  to  present  to  him  Mr.Piskieyit 
the  same  time,  which  was  granted  on  the  SOth. 
As  the  particularh  which  occurred  ia  thisiito- 
view  appear  to  me  to  be  ol  a  nature  toy  iato- 
esting,  I  shall  endeavor  to  state  them  with  At 
utmost  accuracy. 

Mr.  Pinkney  opened  fais  sut^t,  the  resak  of 
which  seemed  to  promise  a  speedy  eoocliniaa  of 
it,  in  a  maaner  aatirfactory  to  him.  As  ht  mil 
doubtless  communicate  everything  that  oeetiaiB 
that  concern,  it  is  uaeless  for  me  to  rejMtt  yir- 
thing  that  you  may  receive  more  fully  mm  hin. 
He  withdrew  as  soon  as  his  object  was  aeeon- 
plisbed.  I  then  asked  bis  Lordship  if  he  bad  reid 
the  project  relative  to  seamen,  dk«.,  which  1  hid 
given  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  some  time  siDce,  »d 
which  I  bad  mentioned  to  bin  in  our  foraieriD- 
terriew?  He  replied  that  he  bad  not;  thill 
would  recollect  that  he  had  requesteil  metodelir 
tht  examination  of  it  for  the  preaem,  as  iididDOt 

Eress ;  the  Congress  having  adjourned,  aad  the 
ill  concerning  it  being  postpoim].  I  lepliedlhit 
I  did  recollect  it,  but  that  I  iu^wd  by  this  UMhc 
bad  examined  it,  ud,  being  one  which  iirolrci 
no  difficulty,  that  he  would  be  prepared  to  act » 
it.  He  said  he  was  not,  nor  did  he  know  that  he 
should  be  during  the  riessioo  of  ParliameaL  I 
told  him  that  bu  mind  being  thus  expicaiei  I 
should  oeriainly  say  no  more  on  the  subject  w 
the  preseot.  I  then  asked  him  if  be  was  diipoied 
to  examine  the  ntifioatioa  of  the  treaty  respect- 
ing boundaries,  which  I  had  also  meationediaotf 
former  interview?  He  said  he  had  not  tiiae,bai 
would  be  glad  to  know  in  what  manner  it  htd 
been  ratified?  I  replied,  with  the  exceptioa  <^ 
tbe  fifth  article.  He  censured,  in  strong  iffWi 
the  practice  into  which  we  had  fallen  of  ratiffing 
treaties,  with  exceptions  to  parts  ol  them,  s  fiK- 
tice  which  be  termed  new,uBauihorized,aDdsot 
to  be  sanctioned.  I  replied,  that  this  was  sot  (he 
firat  example  of  the  kind ;  that  be  must  reodlect 
one  had  been  given  in  a  tranaaotioa  betweeo  ou 
respective  nations  ia  their  Treaty  of  17M;  ihii 
in  that  case  a  proposition  for  a  modtfioatios  is 
that  mode  was  well  nceived,  and  agreed  to;  thai 
to  make  such  a  propoaitlon  was  proof  of  anentf^ 
ing friendship,  and  a  desire  to  preserve  it;  tbMi 
treaty  was  not  obligatory  until  it  was  ratifiad,aM. 
in  fact,  was  not  one  till  tiieo.  He  said  the  iot- 
trine  was  not  so  clear  as  I  had  suted  ittebt; 
thsit  there  were  other  opinions  on  it,  and  seciaeil 
to  imply,  though  he  did  not  state  it,  that  an  oout- 
sion  to  ratify  aid  an  injury  to  the  other  pat^  ef  * 
very  serious  kind.  He  asked  ate.  why  the  fifth 
article  had  been  excepted  from  the  raiHicsiieBT 
I  replied  that  a  doubt  had  arisen  whether  the  nl- 
ifioation  of  it  might  not  lay  the  Hnttadatioa 
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imf9iu  bemfter,  fr«in  «  emwe  wbittK  bad  do 
«Haeii<»  with  tbu  trftnsaeUoD.  This  treatf  was 
Ofoetl  00  tbe  ]2th  or  May,  1803 :  ihe  late  treaty 
Vitfa  Praaae,  whicli  obtained  tbe  oeiiioD  of  Lou- 
iiiain,  bore  date  en  tbe  30tb  of  April  preceding. 
Altbe  time  tbis  treaty  was  formed,  neitber  our 
Ifioister  aor  bis  bad  any  knowledge  of  ibat  witb 
PrtiKcj  that  tbe  oesuoo  of  Louisiana  was  not  in 
die  eoQteiB[datioa  of  eitber  Qoverament  or  it* 
t|citt  wben  tbeif  instruettoni  were  gireii  or  acted 
on,  and,  m  coasequence,  tbe  rights  acquired  under 
it  ought  not  and  would  not  be  affeoted  by  tbis 
Iretiy.  He  obaerred,  witb  some  degree  of  seT«r- 
ity  in  the  laaaner,  in  aubsiaace,  as  well  as  I  reo- 
«Ute^  that,  baring  discovered,  since  tbis  ireatv 
was  (orDKd,  that  you  had  caded  territory  wbieb 
ym  do  not  wish  to  |»art  witb,  yoo  are  not  dimoa- 
id  10  niify  ibat  article.  I  r^ied  that  be  W 
■MoneetTed  my  idea ;  that  we  did  not  admit 
Ihit  ibe  treaty  would  bare  aa^  soeh  efieet,  since 
itceala  not  operate  upon  an  mtereit  whicb  did 
Dot  ext%t  when  it  was  made ;  that  we  were,  how- 
cfer,  anxious  to  prevwtany  mUundenUnding  on 
the  subject  by  preTious  explanation  and  arraoge- 
■KOt!  that,  by  postponing  the  subject  for  the 
prtMBl,  the  door  was  left  open  for  amicable  ne- 
gMMtioo  and  adjustment,  whiofa  we  wished ;  that, 
It  present,  we  vere  treating  upon  a  snbjeet  too 
ttfflote  from  our  settlements  lo  ba  well  uaoerstoed, 
w,  ia  point  of  interest,  pressing ;  that,  by  dday, 
there  was  no  privation  of  riglu;  and  tbe  amiea- 
hk  disposition  which  DOW  Boosisted  between  tbe 
two  aMioas  remaining,  tbe  affair  could  not  other- 
vise  iban  be  adjusted  hereafter  to  their  mutual 
WiAettoa,  He  repeated  again  tbe  idea  which 
he  first  ax^essad,  implying  strongly  thai  we 
Xflwd  deuroiK  of  getting  rid  of  an  article  oo 
todiag  that  it  did.  niA  suit  us.  !  could  not  bat 
IkI  the  injttstiea  of  tbe  insinuation,  which  was 
Bade  much  alranger  by  the  manner  whicb  ae- 
eoapaaied  it;  ncreitbeless,  I  only  added  that  be 
ought  not  to  e^ect  to  derive  an  adraoiage  from 
a  tnaty,  the  conditioru  of  which  were  not  known 
to  his  or  oqr  Qarernment  when  this  treaty  was 
made,  in  an  interest  in  which  we  alone  bad  paid 
the  whole  coasideratioo.  I  ofiered  to  leave  4ibe 
ntiflution  with  him,  but  he  declined  taking  it, 
ohsertiag  that  it  was  useless,  as  be  could  JMt  act 
■poo  (he  subject  at  present. 

Theeoaduct  of  Lord  Harrowby  through  the 
whole  of  tbis  ooafercnoe  was  caleauited  to  wound 
tad  to  irritate.  Not  a  fmndtr  aeBtimeiH  toward 
the  United  Statea  or  their  GfoTemment  escaped 
hiSt  In  propoaing  a  postponement  of  tbe  inter- 
tstt  in  whioh  we  were  a  party,  be  did  not  seem  to 
dssire  my  aanctioD,  but  to  asaome  a  lone  wbicb 
appoaed  his  will  bad  settled  the  jtoiau  By  his 
■aaner  be  put  it  out  of  my  power,  ia  assenting  to 
the  dahiy,  to  mingle  witb  it  any  expressions  de* 
•bratory  of  the  pleasure  witb  whieh  I  aeceded 
to  ui  amngemeat  which  aecooimodated  his 
Cbresameat  or  himself.  Such  eocpreasioaa  can 
Beror  bensed  aritb  prepriety,  except  where  tbey 
sae  voloatary,  and  ackaowtedged  to  be  foonded 
bgeneretUBaotiTCs.  But  no  aentimeot  of  that 
kind  seemed  to  aaimata  Jum  on  tkie  oeoaami. 


ETarytbiog  thM  be  aaid  waa  attered  ia  an  an- 
friendly  tone,  and  mudi  noie  was  appareatty 
meant  than  was  said.  1  was  surprised  at  a  depor^ 
ment  which  I  had  seen  no  example  before  since  I 
came  into  the  coontry,and  wbieb  was  certainlir  pro- 
voked by  iM>  act  of  mine ;  yet  I  am  persuaded  it  did 
not  produce, an  improper  effect  on  my  conduct.  I 
did  net  reciprocate  the  irritation  by  anything  that 
escaped  me.  I  am  equally  well  persuaded  that  I 
made  no  improper  eenoeesion,  and  let  it  be  clearly 
seen  that  I  fdt  that  I  represented  a  respectable 
sad  independent  nation,  whose  Oovernment 
could  not  be  intimidated,  or  compelled  to  loee 
sight  of  its  dignity  by  an  ahtadonmeDt  of  its  jw 
elainiB  in  its  transactions  witb  any  other. 

I  now  eopsider  these  conoems  as  postponed  in- 
definitely, I  do  not  foresee  at  what  time  it  will 
be  vnftf  for  me  to  reviTe  the  ntgeet.  Mneh  ia 
said  of  tbe  probability  of  a  coalition  between  Great 
Britain  au  tbe  Noitbern  Powers,  and  tbe  fre- 
quent Cabinet  couoltations,  at  •which  the  Minis- 
ters of  Rnsiia  and  Sweden  assist,  give  couate- 
nance  to  tbe  report.  If  that  should  be  the  eaea, 
it  is  probable  that  the  policy  and  tone  of  this 
Government  toward  neutral  Powers  may  be  less 
friendly  or  aecommodatin{(.  The  new  Minister 
may  seek  to  distingnish  his  career  from  that 
bis  predecessor  by  measures  whioh  may  be  deem- 
ed more  eoterprisiag.  His  system  in  tbe  last  war, 
so  far  as  it  affected  us,  was  marked  by  an  extraor- 
dinary harasam«nt  of  neutral  commerce;  by  the 
bloolude  of  FrattjK)  the  islands,  &o.  Oar  unex- 
ampled iwosperityand  Mpid  rise,  it  is  well  known, 
excite  thaiff  jealousy  and  alarm  their  appcebea- 
aions.  It  may  be  paiuful  for  them  to  look  on  and 
see  tbe  eemibrta  and  blesnngs  wbieb  we  enjoy, 
in  eontraat  I*  the  snffetinge  te  wbicl^  by  tbe  on- 
laraities  of  war,  they  arc  doomed.  Whether  the 
ooodact  ctf  Lord  Harrowby  was  produced  by  any 
change  of  policy  toward  us,  or  by  any  other 
oanse,  iransieiu  or  olherwtie,  it  is  utterly  out  of 
my  power  lo  asoertain  at  presenL  My  most  ear- 
nest advice,  bowerer,  is  to  look  to  the  possibility 
of  such  a  change.  The  beat  security  against  it 
will  be  found  in  tbe  firmness  of  onr  eouncils,  and 
tbe  ability  to  resent  aad  panish  injuries.  It  is 
said,  on  what  authority  I  know  not,  that  Mr. 
Merry  will  he  recalled,  and  some  person  of  tbe 
first  distinction  sent  in  bis  stead.  If  this  is  the 
case,  although  tbe  exterior  may  be  otberwis&  yet 
it  ought  Bot  to  ba  considered  as  a  measure  adopt- 
ed with  a  view  to  barmoay,  or  from  motiTei  of 
respect  lo  our  Ooretnment,  ainee,  if  each  were 
the  objeMi^  the  tone  whieh  1  bare  above  conmu- 
oiealcd  would  not  have  been  aaeumed  by  Lord 
Harrowby,  nor  afaonld  I  be  anong  the  last  lo  hear 
of  it.  These  temarka  I  have  deemed  it  my  dutf 
to  make,  from  tbe  cijeuiastabees  on  which  they 
are  foonded.  Being  siooeraly  anxious  for  peue, 
from  a  knDwbdge~eoch  h  the  happy  condition 
of  our  country-— that  maeh  expense  and  injury 
oKkst  result  from  war,  while  it  is  impoasiUe  for  ua 
to  derive  any  advantage  from  it,  you  may  re« 
mtisfied  that  I  shall  cherish  our  present  amtcaUe 
rdtaiions  by  all  tbe  fiur  aad  heaorable  means  in 
my  powar^thailsbnUnbobeobeflrraatofavanti^ 
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and  not  fiiil  to  commuoicate  to  joa  mtb  the  gnat- 
est  despatch  possible  whaterer  oeour^  which  majr 
be  deemed  worthy  your  attention. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  eateem,  your 
obedient  serrant, 

'  JAMES  MONROE. 

No.  27. 

London,  At^wt  7, 1804. 
Sir  :  I  received  a  note  from  Lord  Harrowby  on 
the  3d  instant,  requesting  roe  to  call  oo  him  at  his 
office  the  next  day,  which  I  did.  His  Lordship 
asked  me  in  what  light  was  oar  treaty  viewed  by 
our  QoTernment  9  I  replied  that  it  had  been  rat- 
ifledf  with  the  eneption  of  the  fifth  article,  as  I 
had  informed  bim  on  a  former  occasion.  Heob- 
•erred  that  he  meant  the  Treaty  of  179^  which, 
by  one  of  its  stipnlations  was  to  expire  two  years 
after  the  signatnre  of  preliminary  articles  for 
concluding  the  then  existing  war  between  Oreat 
Britain  and  France.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
we  considered  the  treaty  as  actually  expired  7  I 
said  that  1  did  presome  there  could  be  bat  one 
opinion  on  that  point,  in  respect  to  the  commer- 
cial part  of  the  treaty,  which  was,  that  it  had  ex- 
pired ;  that  the  first  ten  articles  were  made  per- 
manent }  that  other  articles  had  been  executed, 
but  that  these,  being  limited  to  a  definite  period, 
which  had  passed,  mnst  he  considered  as  expiring 
with  it.  He  said  it  seemed  to  him  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  stipulation  of  the  treaty  had  been  satis- 
fied by  what  bad  occurred  since  the  peace ;  that  a 
fair  ecmstraelion  of  it  might  possibly  require  an 
interral  of  two  years'  peace  alter  the  war,  which 
bad  not  taken  place  in  point  of  form,  much  less 
so  in  fact,  for  the  state  of  things  which  existed 
between  the  countries  through  that  period  was 
Ua  from  being  a  peaceable  ooe.  I  informed  his 
Lordship  that  the  distinction  had  norer  occarred 
to  as,  though  certainly  it  would  receive  from  our 
Qovemmeot  all  the  consideration  which  it  merit- 
ed, especially  if  it  was  relied  on  on  his  part.  Af- 
ter same  further  conversation,  beseemed  to  admit 
that  the  constmctioD  he  had  suggested  of  the  stip- 
ulation referred  to  was  rather  a  forced  one ;  that, 
by  the  more  obvious  import  of  the  article,  the 
oommercial  part  of  the  treaty  must  be  considered 
as  having  expired.  What,  then,  said  he,  is  the 
sobsistin^ relation  between  the  two  countries? 
Are  we  ib  the  state  we  were  at  the  close  of  the 
American  war?  By  what  rule  is  our  intercourse 
to  be  governed  respecting  tonnage,  imports,  and 
Ibe  like?  I  said  that  the  law  in  each  country,  as 
I  presume,  regulated  these  points.  He  replied 
that  the  subject  was,  nevertheless,  under  some 
embarrassment  here.  He  arited  bow  far  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  our  Government  to  stipalate  that 
the  Treaty  of  1791  should  remain  in  force  until 
two  years  should  expire  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  present  war  ?  I  told  his  Lordship  that  I  had 
BO  pover  to  agree  to  such  a  proposal;  that  the 
President,  animated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  cherish 
and  perpetuate  the  friendlv  relations  sobsisting 
between  the  two  countries,  bad  been  disposed  to 
pottpMe  the  regulation  of  tbm  general  eamner- 


cial  system  until  the  period  should  arrive  wkei 
each  party,  enioyiogtbe  blessings  of  peace, laii^it 
find  itself  at  liberty  to  pay  the  lubjeet  theatttn- 
tion  it  merited ;  that  be  wished  those  regalationi 
to  be  founded  in  the  permanent  interests,  jtoily 
and  liberally  viewed,  of  both  countries;  tMt  he 
sought  fur  the  present  only  to  remove  certain  top- 
ics which  produced  irritation  in  the  intereonne, 
sQch  as  the  impressment  of  seamen,  and  in  our 
commerce  with  other  Power^  parties  to  the  pres- 
ent war,  according  to  the  project  which  I  bad  htd 
the  honor  to  present  his  predecessor  some  moothi 
since,  with  which  I  presumed  his  Lordship  wu 
acquainted.   He  seemed  desirous  to  decline  anjr 
conversation  on  this  latter  subject,  though  it  wu 
clearly  to  be  inferred,  from  what  he  ttid,  to  be 
his  opinion  that  the  policy  whieb  our  Gotoi- 
ment  seemed  disposed  to  pursue,  in  respect  to  the 
genml  system,  could  not  otherwise  than  beagree- 
able  to  his.   He  then  added,  that  his  QoveTomnt 
might  probably,  for  the  present,  adopt  tbeTieitf 
of  1794  as  the  rale  of  its  own  coneems,  or  is  re- 
spect to  duties  on  importations  from  oar  coootrf, 
and,  as  I  understood  him,  all  other  subjeets  is 
which  it  extended ;  in  which  case,  he  siia,  if  the 
treaty  had  expired,  the  Ministry  would  uke  the 
responsibility  on  itself,  as  there  would  be  bo  lair 
to  sanction  the  measure;  that,  in  so  doing, hepre- 
sumed  that  the  measure  would  be  well  receired 
by  our  Oovernmeut,  and  a  similar  practice  in 
what  concerned  Great  Britain  reciprocated.  I 
observed  that,  on  that  particnlar  topic,  I  bad  as 
authority  to  say  anything  specially,  the  propool 
being  altt^ether  new  and  unexpected ;  tut  I 
should  eommunieatc  it  to  you,  and  that  Ideobtei 
not  it  would  be  considered  by  the  Prcstdeet  with 
the  attention  it  merited.   Not  wishing,  however, 
to  authorize  an  inference  that  that  treaty  sbooU 
ever  form  a  basis  of  a  future  one  between  the  tm 
countries,  I  repeated  some  remarits  which  I 
made  to  Lord  Hawkesbury  in  the  interview 
which  we  had  just  before  he  left  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  by  ottterving,  that,  infomuBg 
a  new  treaty,  we  must  begin  de  novo;  tbat  Amer- 
ica was  a  young  and  thriving  country;  that. at 
thwtime  that  treaty  was  formed,  she  had  had  lit- 
tle experience  uf  her  relations  with  foreign  Pow- 
ers ;  that  ten  years  had  since  elapsed,  a  great  po^ 
tion  of  the  term  within  which  she  had  held  the 
rank  of  a  aepumte  and  indepeudent  nation,  anil 
exercised  the  powers  belonging  lo  it;  thatoaria* 
terests  were  better  understood  go  both  sides  at 
this  time  than  they  were ;  that  the  treaty  wa> 
known  to  contain  things  Oat  neither  liked ;  that 
I  spoke  with  confidenoe  on  tbat  pout  on  our  part; 
that,  in  making  a  new  treaty,  we  might  iogisft 
from  that  into  it  what  suited  us,  omit  what  we 
disliked,  ud  add  what  the  experience  of  our  re- 
spective interests  might  suggest  to  be  proper. 
And  being  equally  anxious  to  preclude  the  infer- 
ence of  any  sanction  to  the  maritime  preiensiaDS 
of  Great  Britain  under  that  treaty,  in  reqwet  to 
neutral  commerce,  I  deemed  it  proper  to  advert 
again  to  the  project  which  I  bad  presented  sonw 
tmM  siiKe  for  the  regulation  of  those  poiBts,_to 
notice  its  coatenu,  and  expresa  aa  earaeat  wish 
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tkM  bis  Lordfhip  would  find  leisure,  and  be  dis- 
powd  louioD  it.  Heexcatedbiouclf  aipiDfrom 
eoieriDg  iato  thii  tubjeet,  from  Che  weight  and 
uxeDCf  of  oibtr  bmineaB,  the  diOGcDltf  of  the 
nbjeet,  end  other  general  remarks  of  the  kind.  I 
leu  him  that  the  most  urgent  part  of  the  tobject 
wu  that  whieh  rapeeted  our  seamea ;  that  our 
QoremmeBt  irished  to  adopt  a  remedy  which 
would  be  commensurate  with  ibe  evils  complain- 
ed of  by  both  countries:  bis  Government  com- 
plained that  deserters  from  their  ships  in  America 
were  not  restored  to  tbem  ;  ours,  that  our  seamen 
were  impressed  in  their  ports,  (those  of  Oreat 
Britain,)  and  on  the  high  seas,  in  our  vesseU^and 
sometimes  in  our  bays  and  rivers;  tbatsuch  injo- 
ties  ought  to  be  pot  an  end  to ;  and  that  we  were 
willing  to  adopt  a  fair  and  efficociotu  remedy  for 
tlie  purpose.   He  said  he  was  afraid,  however 
well  disposed  our  Government  might  be  to  give 
the  aid  of  the  civil  aathoriiy  to  restore  deserters 
to  tbdr  veaMla  in  the  United  States,  that  little 
advulage  ooald  be  derived  from  such  a  alipala- 
tiea.  Tha  bias  and  s|)irit  of  the  people  would  be 
ifMsst  it,  with  us,  as  it  was  here,  oadar  faror  of 
mieli  deeerlers  would  always  find  means  toelode 
ibe  most  active  search  of  the  most  vigilant  peace 
officers.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  think  the  diffi- 
enliy  would  be  found  so  great  as  he  supposed ; 
that  oor  people  were  very  obedient  to  the  law  in 
iltcaDn;  that, as  soon  as  the  apprehension  and 
festoration  of  deserting  seamen  to  their  vessels 
was  made  a  law,  (as  it  would  be,  by  becoming 
tbe  stipuktioD  of  a  treaty,)  tbe  public  feeling  on 
that  jwint  would  change,  especially  when  it  was 
Ciuuidefed  as  the  price  of  a  stipulation  which  se- 
ewed  fronn  impressment  their  fellow-citizens  who 
migbt  ba  at  sea  or  in  a  foreign  country ;  that 
■aiinrsnerov  retired  far  into  the  interior,  or  re- 
nained  where  they  went  long,  but  soon  returned 
to  the  seaport  towna  to  embark  again  in  the  sea 
Mnriee ;  that  it  was  not  likely  they  would  be  able 
loelnde  the  search  of  the  magistracy,  sepporied, 
u  it  wouM  be,  by  the  Government  itself.  I  foond, 
on  the  whole,  that  bis  Lordship,  did  not  wish  to 
encourage  tha  expecutioa  that  wa  should  agree 
m  any  arraa^emenl  on  this  bead,  though  be  was 
•qoaUy  eantious  not  to  preclude  iL   Tleft  him 
viiUtoat  asking  another  iaterview,  and  the  affair, 
w  cowse,  open  to  further  commnoication. 
.  Mr.  Piakney  has  fortunately  obtained  an  ad- 
josimeot  of  tbe  interest  of  Maryland  in  some 
Upek  in  the  Bank  of  England,  by  a  transfer  to 
him,  as  agent  of  the  Btate,  of  tbe  amount,  by  tbe 
Crown.   Tbe  Qovemment  itself  appeared  well 
disposed  to  ihe  object,  but  it  and  the  Court  of 
Chancery  were  so  oaaet  by  a  number  of  persons 
havioff  claims  oo  the  Stole  after  tbe  interest 
▼mted  in  the  Crown,  that  it  wu  Tcry  diffienli  to 
onog  it  to  a  hai^y  conclusion.  To  quiet  the 
elaimants,  and  anaUe  the  QoT«nment  to  act  in 
It  wiifa  satisfaction  to  itself^  required  a  s|>irit  of 
accommodation,  perseverance,  and  ability  in  the 
managem»t  of  the  trust,  without  whieh  it  could 
not  hare  been  efiected.   The  t«ms  oo  which  tbe 
afiair  ia  eonelnded  have  appeared  to  me  to  be  as 
adTaoMgeotM  to  the  State  as  it  was  poaaiUe  to 
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obtain.  To  approve  them  was  the  only  duty  left 
for  me  to  perform,  as  the  able  and  laborious  at- 
tention whieh  Mr.  Pinkney  paid  to  the  snbjeet 
rendered  it  ^lo^her  unnecessary  for  me  to  take 
any  other  pairt  m  it.  After  the  expiration  of  Mr. 
Pinkney*s  office  as  Commissioner  under  tbe 
Treaty  of  1794  with  Great  Britain,  he  ceased  to 
have  a  right  to  draw  his  salary  in  that  character: 
as,  however,  bis  continuance  here,  under  tbe  au- 
thority of  the  President,  on  tbe  other  duty,  which 
was  indispensable,  exposed  bim  to  at  least  equal 
expense,  I  thought  it  proper  to  request  our  bank- 
ers to  advance  him  five  hundred  pounds  on  that 
bead,  to  be  accounted  for  with  you.  This  sum  is 
ratb«:  more  than  bis  compensation  as  a  Commis- 
sioner would  have  been  for  an  equal  term ;  but 
as  it  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  pursue  tbe 
object  and  facilitate  bis  return  home,  I  flatter 
myself  the  President  will  approve  the  measure. 
The  advance  being  made  oo  my  responsibility, 
under  tha  circumstances  of  the  easej  can,  of 
course,  have  no  influence  on  the  vote  of  compen- 
sation to  be  allowed  him  for  the  service,  or  in 
sigoating  the  party  which  ought  to  make  it. 

Mr.  Lear  having  obtained  a  commutation  of 
the  tribute  which  was  io  have  been  paid  to  the 
Government  of  Algiers  in  naval  stores  into 
money,  and  drawn  for  the  amount  on  our  CodmiI 
at  Leghorn,  who  forwarded  bills  for  the  same  on 
our  Government  to  the  bouse  of  Mr.  Heagist 
Glennie  here  for  sale,  and  it  appearing  that  they 
could  not  be  negotiated  without  considerable  lues,! 
concurred  with  Mr.  Erviog  in  opinion  that  he 
bad  better  save  the  public  from  so  great  an  in- 
jury, by  taking  them  up  with  some  public  moneys 
which  he  bad  in  bis  bands.  He  has  done  ki,  as 
be  most  probably  has  already  informed  you.  The 
money  which  the  Commissioners  under  the  Brit- 
isb  Treaty  directed,  by  form,  to  be  returned  to 
lue,  was  mid  by  my  order  into  ibe  bands  of  our 
bankers,  of  the  clerk  who  brought  the  order  of 
the  Commissioners  to  me. 

I  propose,  in  a  week  or  ten  dtfys,  to  ask  another 
interview  of  Lord  Harrowby  on  the  t<»^ic8  dc- 
peodiag  between  our  two  Governments.  By  what 
has  passed,  you  will  infer  that  I  have  at  present 
but  little  hope  of  bringing  tbem  to  a  conclusion. 
The  practice  of  this  Government  is,  however,  on 
tbe  whole,  very  favorable  to  us;  our  commerce 
enjoys  a  protection^  which  is  a  proof  of  tbe  in- 
creasing respectability  of  our  Goveromeot  and 
country.  None  of  our  vessels  that  I  know  of  have 
been  condemned,  but  few  are  brought  io  under 
any  pretext,  and,  in  one  case,  compensation  haa 
been  made  fur  tbe  detention.  I  hope  to  be  abl^ 
after  the  proposed  interview  with  Lord  Harrowby^ 
to  fix  the  time  when  I  shall  set  out  for  Spain. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteein,  your  very 
obedient  servant,  JAMES  MONROE. 

No.  S8. 
Hr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  September  8, 1804. 
Sir  :  I  obtained  an  interview  with  Lord  Har- 
rowby on  the  1st  iotunt,  which  I  had  asked,  lo 
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Merlftiii  ihe  •ntineniB  and  dis|MMitk)D  of  bU 
QorernmeDt  on  the  snbjeeu  which  I  had  long 
before  sabmitted  to  it.  The  OMrfennee  was  free 
mad  fall  oo  every  point,  in  which  !  oi^ed  every- 
diing  which  I  coald  draw  from  the  lights  in  iBf 
pOBseseioD,  to  indaee  his  GoremmeDt  to  adopt 
the  eoDTeotion  which  I  had  proposed  in  the  spirit 
of  my  instroetioDs,  for  the  suppression  of  im- 
wessments,  &c.,  and  to  ratify  that  respectiog  our 
boandaries,  with  the  exeeption  of  the  fifth  article, 
as  the' President  had  done.  His  Lordship  beard 
m  with  attention  and  apparent  candor }  he  stated 
difficulties  and  received  explanations,  and  finally 
promised  to  stibmit  the  subject  to  tbe  Cabinet, 
and  give  me  as  early  an  answer  as  he  could.  In 
examining  that  part  of  the  project  which  respects 
impressmeots,  he  expressed  some  regret  that  tbe 
affiiir  had  been  utken  op  with  such  earnestness  in 
the  Congress.  I  told  him  that  business  was  con- 
doeted  there  differently  from  what  it  was  here: 
that  here  the  ministry  in  both  Houses  proposed 
and  carried  pnUic  measures;  but  diat  willi  ns 
tbe  members  of  the  Administration  were  excluded 
from  the  Legislature;  tbat  the  branches  were 
eom|detely  separate  and  distinct  from  each  other ; 
that  although  they  were  a  check  each  on  the 
other,  yet  tbat  neither  was  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  tbe  other:  tbat  tbe  passage  of  a  bill  by  both 
HiMses  was  no  evidence  of  tbe  sense  of  tbe  Ex- 
ecutive on  the  subject  of  it  aniil  it  bad  its  sanc- 
tion ;  that,  in  the  present  ease,  tbe  motions  which 
had  been  made  in  Congress  were  only  to  be  eoo- 
eidered  as  a  proof  of  the  great  sensibility  of  the 
-nation  to  tbe  object  of  them ;  tbat  the  practice 
0f  impressing  our  men,  which  bad  been  carried 
to  preat  excess,  was  a  cause  of  continued  and  high 
irritation  tfaronjghout  the  Union ;  that  it  was  very 
much  to  be  wished  that  that  cause  eoold  be  re- 
moved by  ntisfaetory  arrangement  between  the 
Qorernments,  wbicfa  was  deemed  praeiicable,  and 
whi^  our  Qovernment  with  great  earnestness 
and  sincerity  sought,  as  was  shown  by  the  propo> 
eitions  which  I  Imd  made  by  Its  order;  that  the 
President  certainly  prefierred  a  security  of  oar 
rights  by  such  an  arrangement,  as  tbe  Congress 
likewise  did,  as  was  seen  by  the  failure  of  the 
motions  alluded  to,  though  made  by  members  of 
great  respectability,  and  strongly  supported  by 
the  public  feeling.  He  said  much  as  to  tbe  ex- 
tent of  tbe  propositions  beinr  of  a  nature  quite 
hostile;  of  the  time  at  whicn  they  were  made 
being  anterior  to  any  proposal  to  negotiate: 
though  in  this  idea  he  seemed  to  correct  bimsetf; 
as  he  was  aware  tbat  Mr.  King  bad  endeavored 
to  arrange  the  a^r  before  bis  depatiure,  and 
that  I  had  expressed  a  aimihir  desire  soon  aAer 
my  arrival  here.  He  spoke  much  of  the  diffienlty 
•tteodins  my  arrangement,  from  the  similitude  of 
the  pro^le ;  of  the  great  numbers  of  their  seamen 
which  It  was  known  we  had  ia  our  service.  I 
replied  that  the  arrangement  was  not  proposed  to 
be  permanent,  but  for  a  short  term,  and  experi- 
mental ;  that  it  looked  to  the  evils  complained  of 
on  bis  side  as  well  as  ours,  and  sought  to  remedy 
them ;  that  it  was  believed  the  remedy  it  pro- 
posed worid  beeflectual;  bat  if  the  experiment 


should  throw  any  light  oa  the  sabjeet,  so  as  •> 
enable  oar  OoTemmenia  hereafter  toonaafefa 
better,  moeb  wonid  be  done.  Ha  de^ed  giviit 
aoy  opiaion  on  tbe  artielea  fa  the  project  wUn 
resftected  this  interest,  tboogb  I  iafmtd  by  fait 
stating  no  objeetion  to  them  tbat  he  did  not  itm 
them  unreasonable.  In  spaakrng  of  those  vnidm 
which  defined  in  oertain  cases  ncotral  ri|[bti,  be 
observed  that  they  only  toacbed  tbe  sobgeet  is 
part ;  that  if  our  Government  adopted  tbe  preps> 
sition  which  he  had  made  lately,  of  contiMnf 
the  Treaty  of  1794  in  force  until  two  yean  «A« 
tbe  expiration  of  the  present  war,  tbe  wlitrfe  sib- 
ject  would  be  provided  for.  I  rcj^ed,  tbti  fi 
touching  tbe  subject  in  the  pohiu  to  which  tti 
articles  extended,  and  in  those  only,  our  Oeveti- 
roent  sought  to  put  out  of  the  way  for  the  pn- 
sent,  and  during  the  war,  all  temporary  ottm- 
sient  causes  of  irritation  which  might  tend  to  llM 
injury  or  to  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  two  ss- 
tions ;  that  in  seeking  a  postponement  af  a  fm- 
ral  arrangement  of  our  eommwee  till  petM^ii 
was  supposed  that  bis  QoverameU  woaM  bsa^ 
commodated  by  it  which  eonsidevation  btd  bsl 
mach  wei^t  with  tbe  President,  since,  is  be 
wished  all  future  arrangements  of  tbat  kind  to  be 
founded  in  the  mntaal  and  permanent  intcretbsf 
both  coaotries,  so  he  was  satisfied  that  those  ia- 
terests  could  at  no  time  beao  well  examtscdet 
understood  as  when  both  ^m'es,  being  happy  la 
the  enjoyment  of  peace,  might  hare  leisure  to  piy 
them  the  attention  they  merited;  tfaac  dieaniela 
proposed  did  not  stipulate  anything  wbieb  tui 
Government  had  not  sanedoned  by  its  ircstife 
with  other  Powers,  as  well  as  bv its  present  ^se* 
tice.  He  obsnveo,  however,  that  tnev  omittrf 
other  objceta  wbieb  were  innaded  ia  inoss  im- 


cession  bad  been  made  by  stlpahiti<Htt  wbieh  » 
cored  the  interests  wbicb  the  project  I  badfM- 
sented  bad  omitted.  In  this  rmiatk  he  aUoM 
mote  especially  to  the  doctrine  of  die  "shi^giv 
ing  protection  to  the  goods,"  which  be  cslM 
modem  and  theoretical,  and  to  R«saia  as  furaisb- 
ing  an  example  of  the  kiod  he  stated.  I  tdd  bia 
that  mtr  (Government  was  not  disposed  to  gift 
hia  trouble  on  tbat  point,  thongfa  it  could  hartH 
motive  to  eater  into  any  stipuratloa  respeotiagit; 
tbat  its  whole  eonduet  doring  the  war  bad  beaa 
friendly  aad  coQcilfatiag ;  that  he  had  not  hiaii 
of  any  measures  token  with  tbe  nentnl  Pown 
which  oo^t  to  axeite  «  jealoaay  of  onr  nc«V' 
create  a  auspicion  that  tba  President  was  A- 
posed  to  embartMs  them  in  such  cues ;  oa 
contrary,  tbat  I  coald  assure  him,  if  the  objsia 
to  which  the  artiistes  in  tbe  project  exianded  wei* 
secured,  that  none  others  would  ba  tbos^  oC 
We  then  proceeded  to  examine  tbecoaveatiei 
respecting  tbe  booodaries,  in  the  lij^  in  which 
the  ratification  by  tbe  Presidoat  preMUMd  it.  (ta 
that  Mabjcct  also  I  omitted  nothing  which  ifct 
docunenrs  in  ray  possession  enabled  me  ts  ssy; 
in  aid  of  which  I  thought  it  advisable,  a  few  dtfi 
•ftaiwards,  to  send  to  Ms  Idtdsfaip  a  oete  ei- 
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pkHtorr  of  4ke  moUres  which  isdiieed  th« 
Fnrident  aad  Srtuie  to  d«cliM  imttfyii^  th«  fifth 
utwli.  Aa  lha  had  baeona  hf  chtf  ek- 
eniDiiaiiee  in  10106  degree  a  delicate  oae^  aad  aa 
il  ns  ID  it*  natora  imricate,  I  thoqehl  it  im> 
fnftt  to  let  the  eiplaaatioo  which  !  had  gtrea 
mt  M  the  memory^  of  a  siogte  iodividoal.  Bf 
eoamuttaig  it  to  pt{>er,  it  miffhb  be  better  auder* 
■toed  bf  Lord  Harrowby^  aad  hf  the  Cabinet^  to 
wbem  he. will  doubttese  submit  it.  As  I  send 
70a  a  Gopf  of  that  paper,  it  is  useless  to  deliail 
the  sabslaooe  of  what  passed  between  oe  on  die 
MdigeDt  of  it,  I  seat  him  at  the  same  time  aa 
tMnet  of  the  impressments,  which  Mr.  Saving 
had  ramished  me,  whieh  bad  taken  place  sinet 
commeoicaiioA  to  Lord  Hawkesbwjr.  As 
Mil  fiiiTiaff  sives  yon  regalar  aad  coneat  iafap* 
■aiioa  Oft  that  head,  I  d*  not  unex  it  to  thia 
eeanMucMion. 

Before  I  Wft.  Loid  Hamwbv  I  informed  him 
(hat,  iadeoendeat  of  the  iatenatiBg  natm  of  the 
of  out  eoDfenmecs  on  wheb  I  ahovid  be 
happy  to  be  enabled  to  eommnnieate  soiDeihiag 
iMt  would  ha  satisActDry  10  oar  OoTemment,  I 
M  aaoUwr  mottTe  for  wisfainf  an  cariy  answer 
fion  him  vespecting  ii^  that  I  had  lately  received 
iMtruetions  from  yo«  to  repair  to  Madrid  in  tbe 
ehvaeter  of  EnToy  Extnoidiiiary,  to  join  Mr. 
Pinehaey  in  theadjoetmeal  of  some  points  which 
grew  out  of  the  session  of  I^isiana  by  Prance 
10  the  United  Statesu  He  aeked  me  if  these  did 
Mt  respect  eur  boundaries ;  to  whicb  I  replied  in 
the  amrmatiTe.  We  had  some  oonrersation  on 
that  peialfin  whkh  I  communioated  a  generai, 
idM  trf'  the  groDod  on  which  oar  OoTemment 
hid  eoncladed  that  West  Florula  was  comprised 
■  ibeaearioo.  He  soemed  to  have  enteruioed  a 
different  oae^  bat  to  hear  with  attention  and  can' 
dv  dw  stntenent  which  I  gavn  of  the  qnestson. 
1  lotd  him  thnt  my  abeeooe  would  be  shwt  j  that 
I  ahoold  le«ve  Mr.  Pnrriaace,  the  Seeretuy  of 
the  Lotion,  in  tbe  eha^  of  oor  aflhin  ia  my 
tteeactf,  with  which  be  seemed  to  be  Well  sntie- 
fied,  aad  ass  meed  me  that  an  aceooamodatioa 
with  the  views  of  tbe  President  in  the  proposed 
niaBiao  would  be  a  motiTe  Ux  giring  me  aa  early 
uswer  to  the  subjects  dc^vendiog  bere ;  by  whtoht 
however,  I  aaderstood  oalf  t^t  he  wonid  en- 
asarer  as  sno^  as  be  could  to  p«vent  their 
proving  a  oanse  of  my  detention.  I  tboaght  it 
pK^u;  Bt  that  time  to  oommnnicate  the  fact  of 
Mf  euision  to  Spain,  and  of  my  desire  to  sec  ont 
MM  in  disefaarge  of  it,  that  he  and  bis  Oovcm- 
unt  might  clrarljr  see  that  it  was  a  measnre  or- 
«nd  by  the  President,  and  had  rehtticm  to  the 
•BBcens  of  the  United  States  only.  I  toM  him 
the  President  had  taken  this  mcnstwe  from 
■ottra  of  friendship  for  Spain,  with  whom  tbe 
gyt**  Statee  were  deelrons  and  oueeted  to 
IMserrc  that  r^ilon  forever.  I  made  this  re* 
wrh.  to  preclude  tbe  possibility  of  any  improper 
use  beincf  made  of  what  bad  been  said,  on  the 
l»cnnnption  (which  might  inspire* disposition 
laAt  snch  ose  of  it)  that  a  disagreement  be* 
tween  the  United  Slates  and  Spain,  mueb  less  a 
npfoTi^oonld  resnlt  from,  the  n^tisltOB,irik< 


by  a  hqw  murbt  be  foattted  hf  this  Oovdmaant 
that  we  shonid  ba<»me  a  party  to  the  jnesent  war 
on  its  side.  If  eiramstnnMs  peniiitied,  it  wonM 
be  agreeabk  to  me,  as  in  that  case  I  shoaM  pre- 
sume 00  the  approbation  of  the  President,  to  in*^ 
timate  the  wiUingnees  of  oar  Government  to 
ceive,  in  tbe  proceed  negotiation,  the  good  oflieaa 
of  friendly  Powers.  Such  intimation  would  midcn 
it  less  likely  to  view  with  jealousy  the  aid  wo 
may  receive,  should  that  be  the  case,  from  Fianee. 
In  making  the  suggestion,  I  should  observe,  that 
I  did  it  from  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  ^easnro 
with  which  the  Presidait  would  avail  himself  of 
opportunities  to  render  «iod  offices  to  the  Powers 
with  whom  the  United  States  were  in  amity.  If 
our  business  here  is  closed  satisfactorily,  I  should 
think  myself  at  liberty  to  give  such  an  inti- 
mation. 

While  we  were  conferring  on  these  suljectk 
generally^  Lord  Harroirtfy  noticed  the  eonduet 
of  Captain  Bradley,  of  tbe  Cambrian,  which  he 
said  nis  QoVernRient  had  disapproved  and  cen- 
sured DV  bb  removal  from  the  command,  and  oi^ 
dering  nim  home  to  account  for  it.  He  said  that 
as  tbu  step  had  been  taken  befor^ny  complaint 
had  been  received  from  our  Qovernment,  it  could 
Qot  be  viewed  oderwise  than  as  a  strong  proof  of 
the  desire  of  His  Majesty  to  cultivate  the  friend- 
ship of  tbe  United  States ;  to  whieh  I  Feadil)>As- 
sented. 

Of  the  prospect  of  suecees  in  the  points  de- 
pending here,  it  is  impbssitie  for  me  to  give  any 
satisfactory  opinioQ.  Tbe  bnnness  has.  however, 
now  reached  a  stage  to  promise  an  early  conelo- 
HoD.  Still  it  is  of  too  much  importauoe  forme 
to  precipitate  it.  I  shall  wait  some  days  longer 
io  patience  before  I  e^  for  au  wnrer,ae  I  deem 
it  important,  be  the  ev«t  what  it  may,  toen» 
dude  tbe  negotiation  so  for  as  respects  my  de^ 
portment,  in  a  manner  equally  respectful  to  thai 
Qovernment  as  that  in  wlueb  it  eommeeced. 

You  will  receive  within  a  copy  of  the  projeet 
as  I  preeented  it  to  Lord  Hawkesbory.  Yon  will 
find  that  I  have  omitted  io  it  the  fourth,  fifth, 
ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  artieles  of  that 
which  yoQ  sent  me.  I  omitted  thefonrth  bcoause 
it  brought  into  Tiew  thetjuestion  of  contraband, 
and  ez|W9ed  us  to  tbe  revivnl  of  tbe  claim  of  this 
Oovemment  respecting  prorisiods,  wkich  I  saw^ 
by  what  bad  taken  place  with  Sweden,  was 
likely  to  be  insisied  on;  the  fifth,  beenuee  the 
present  practice  of  tbe  court  conforms  with  i»{ 
the  niotb,  tenth,  eteventb,  and  twdfth  beeaOM, 
beiaf  intended  aa  aeeommodaiiona  to  theiiL  it 
would  be  in  time  to  intiodooe  them  when  aaked 
for,  yihtm  it  wontd  he  more  seasonaUe  to  seek 
some  eamnkm  in  return  y  though,  indeed,  it  ia 
not  likely  that  they  care  moch  about  tbcm,  espe- 
cially at  this  moment.  I  w«s  tbe  more  confirmed 
in  the  idea  of  omitting  the  fourth  article,  from  a 
knowledge  that  tbe  abandonment  by  treaty -of  the 
principle  that  free  ship  make-  free  goods,  wonld 
produce  an  ill  e&et  with  France,  f  bad  this  in- 
formation from  authority  tbe  most  direct,  that  is^ 
that  she  would  be  likely  to  consider  it,  being  in 
wer,  an  unfiieBdly  net.  By  jnieMntiag  it  in  the 
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form  it  bears,  to  which  I  waa  prompted  by  iofor- 
matioQ  recently  obtaioed,  aod  which  coold  not 
have  reached  yon,  I  hoped  to  secure  the  jjreat  ob- 
ject! which  you  bad  in  view  without  hazardinf 
aar  incoaveDience  whatever.  It  was  also  mate- 
rial to  know  that  no  case  had  then  occurred  (nor 
indeed  has  there  since)  in  which  the  Admiralty 
bare  denied  the  right  to  oar  citizens  to  acquire 
merchandise,  the  growth  of  an  enemy's  country, 
and  tnnsport  it  as  tb«r  own.  There  wan,  of 
eaune^  no  motive  for  aecaring  it,  especially  at 
wy  expense. 

lam,  with  great  respect  and  eataeiu,  yoarmoat 
Abedieut  and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

P.  S.  I  find  that  there  is  a  case  of  the  kind  ad- 
verted to  above  now  dependiag  bsfore  the  Admi- 
ralty. The  vessel,  the  Missouri,  touched  here  on 
its  way  from  Batavia,  as  is  supposed,  to  Holland. 
I  think  it  best  to  take  this  up  on  its  own  merits, 
unconnected  with  the  principle^d  verted  to,  for 
the  reasons  above  mentioned,  which  I  trust  will 
be  approved  by  the  President. 

\   

Paper  Teneding  the  bourtdarif  of  the  United 
States^  delivered  to  Itord  HamnDtni,  Sattember 
5,1804. 

By  the  tenth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
disagreed  "  that  France  ^shall  restore  to  Qreat 
Britain  the  Bay  and  StraiU  of  Hudson,  together 
with  all  lands,  teas,  seaeoasts,  rivers,  and  places, 
■ituate  in  the  said  bay  and  atraita  which  belong 
thereunto,"  dbc. 

It  is  also  agreed,  ''that  Commissaries  shall  be 
forthwith  appoiofeid  by  each  Power  to  determine, 
wtthio  a  year,  the  limits  between  the  said  Bay  of 
Hudson  and  the  places  appertaining  to  the 
French;  and  also  to  describe  and  settle,  in  like 
manner,  the  boundaries  between  the  other  British 
and  French  colonies  in  those  parts." 

Commissaries  were  accordingly  appointed  bv 
each  Power,  who  executed  the  stipulations  of  the 
tnatr  in  estaUishing  th«  boondanes  proposed  by 
ic  Thejr  fixed  the  northern  boundary  of  Canada 
and  Lootsiana  by  a  line  beginning  on  the  Atlan- 
tic, at  a  cape  or  promontory  in  58  deg.  30  min. 
north  latitoae  ;  ^ence,  southwestwardly,  to  the 
Lake  Mistasin ;  thence,  forther  southwest,  to  the 
latitude  4&deg.  north  frnn  the  BqnatoT,and  along 
that  line  indefinitely. 

At  the  time  this  treaty  wm  formed  France  pos- 
sessed Canada  and  Louisiana,  which  she  consect- 
ed  by  a  chain  of  forts  extended  from  the  moatb 
of  the  Mississippi,  on  all  its  waters,  and  on  the 
Lakes  along  the  ^t.  Lawrence  to  Montreal.  Her 
encroachments  eastward  on  the  territory  of  the 
present  United  States,  then  British  provinces, 
extended  to  the  foot  of  the  Alleffhany  moonuin. 
It  is  well  known  that,  on  the  Ohio,  at  a  point 
formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  Alleghany  and 
MoBoncanela  branches  bdow  which  tne  atteam 
takee  the  name  of  Ohio,  that  the  Freneh  had 
baili  a  fort  which  was  called  Dnqneane ;  a  fort 
wUck  hu  beu  better  known  aiace  by  die  name 


of  Pittsburg.  The  adjustment  of  the  boaadiij 
of  the  territory  between  the  two  Powers  ia  tbu 
quarter,  was  the  result  of  another  war,  and  ano- 
ther treaty. 

By  the  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1763, 
France  eeded  to  Oreat  Britain,  Canada,  Nora 
Scotia,  dtc,  in  the  north ;  and,  bjr  the  aeventhn- 
ticle,  me  bay  and  port  of  Mobile,  and  all  die 
territory  which  she  possened  to  the  leA  of  the 
Miaaisatppi,  axetpt  the  town  and  ialand  of  New 
Orleana. 

By  the  feventh  ariiele  it  was  also  ttipaktetf, 
that  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the 
Mississippi,  fVom  ita  source  to  the  river  Iberville, 
and  thence  along  the  middle  of  that  river,  and 
the  LalKB  Maorepas  and  Pontcbartraia,  to  the 
sea,  should  be  the  boundary  between  the  Brittih 
territory  to  the  eastward,  and  Louisiana  to  die 
west.  At  that  time  it  was  understood,  as  it  hu 
been  ever  since,  till  very  lately,  that  tne  Mim^ 
sippi  took  its  source  in  some  moontaia  at  leiit 
as  nigh  north  as  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north 
latitude. 

By  the  Treaty  of  1783,  between  the  United 
States  and  Oreat  BriUin,  the  bonndary  betwea 
these  States,  and  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  ii 
fixed  by  a  line  which  is  to  ran  alcmg  thi  8t 
Croix  and  highlands,  bounding  the  sonuRrewi- 
ten  of  the  St.  Lawrenee,  the  forty-fifth  dqr>**  of 
latitude  to  the  water  eommvnication  betweeatbe 
Lakes,  and  along  that  communication  to  the  Like 
of  the  Woods,  and  through  that  Lake  to  the 
northwestern  point  thereof;  thenee,a  doe  west 
course,  to  the  Mississippi.  The  line  follows  after- 
ward the  course  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  thirty- 
first  degree  of  north  latitude. 

By  Mitchell's  map,  by  which  the  Treaty  of 
1783  was  formed,  it  was  evident  that  the  north- 
western point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  was  at 
least  as  high  north  aa  the  latitude  of  49  deg.  By 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Thompson^  astronomer  lo 
the  Northwestern  Company,  it  appears  to  be  ia 
latitude  49  deg.  37  min.  By  joining,  then,  the 
western  bonndary  of  Canada  to  ita  northern  ia 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  closing  both  there.il 
fddlowa  that  it  was  the  obvioua  intention  tie 
Ministera  who  negotiated  the  treaty,  and  of  their 
respective  Qoverameots,  that  the  United  States 
should  poascM  all  the  territory  lying  between  the 
Lakca  and  Ae  Minissippt,  south  of^ tbeparalldof 
the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude.  This  is 
confirmed  by  the  courses  iriiich  are  afterward 
pursued  by  the  treaty,  since  they  are  precisely 
those  which  bad  been  esublithed  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  in  former  treaties.  By  ran- 
ning  due  west  from  the  northern  point  of  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi,  it  mnt 
have  been  intended,  accordiiuf  to  the  lights  before 
them,  to  take  the  parallel  of  the  forty-ninth  de- 
gree of  latitude  as  established  unda  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht ;  and  by  pursuing  thence  the  course 
of  the  Mississippi  to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  lati- 
tude, the  wMe  extent  of  the  western  bonadary 
of  the  United  Statea,  the  bonndanr  which  had 
been  established  by  the  Tieatr  of  1763  was  uta- 
ally  adopted,    tiiii  eoodanon  is  Airther  mp- 
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ported  by  the  liberal  spirit  which  termiDsted  the 
war  of  our  Rerolution ;  it  haviDg  been  manffMt- 
If  the  iatentioa  of  the  parties  to  heaL  ai  far  aa 
could  be  doae,  the  wonods  which  it  had  ioAicted. 
Nor  it  it  esseDtialiy  weakened  hr  the  circam- 
•taace,  that  the  Mississippi  is  called  for  by  the 
wesiero  coarse  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  or 
that  its  payigatioQ  is  stipulated  in  faror  of  both 
Powers.  Westward  of  the  Mississippi,  to  the 
soatb  of  theforty-niDtb  degree  of  north  latitude, 
Great  Britain  held  then  no  territorjr ;  that  rirer 
wu  her  western  boundary.  In  ranniDg  west,  and 
ceding  the  territory  to  the  river,  it  was  impossible 
not  to  call  for  it;  and,  on  the  suppositloa  that  it 
took  its  source  within  the  limits  of  the  Hudson 
Bay  Compaoy,  it  was  natural  that  it  should  stip- 
ulate the  free  itavigation  of  the  river;  but,  ia  so 
doing,  ft  is  pfesumed  that  her  Oovernmeot  re- 
spected more  a  delicate  sense  of  what  it  might  be 
supposed  to  owe  to  the  interest  of  that  company, 
tbaa  any  strong  motive  of  policy,  founded  on  the 
interests  of  Canada  or  its  other  possessions  in 
thai  qoartef.  Aa  Great  Britain  ceded  at  the 
tame  time  the  Floridas  to  Spain,  the  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  by  her  subjects,if  it  took  place, 
being  under  a  foreign  jurisdiction,  could  not  fail 
to  draw  from  her  own  territories  the  resources 
which  property  belonged  to  them,  and  therefore 
Goold  not  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  national  ad- 
vutage.  After  the  Treaty  of  1783,  and  at  the 
lime  thecQovention  in  contemplation  was  enter- 
ed into,  the  state  of  things  was  as  is  above  stated. 
The  territory  which  Great  Britain  held  westward 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  was  bounded  south  by 
the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude;  that 
which  lajr  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and 
the  BlissMsippi,  southward  of  that  parallel,  be- 
hnged  to  the  United  Sutes ;  and  that  which  lay 
to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  Spain.  It  being, 
however,  understood,  by  more  recent  observations, 
thit  the  source  of  the  Mississippi  did  not  extend 
so  high  north  as  had  been  supposed,  and  Great 
Britain  bavin|[  shown  a  desire  have  the  bound- 
ary of  the  United  States  modified  in  such  manner 
as  to  strike  that  river,  an  article  to  that  effect  was 
inieited  in  the  late  convention ;  but,  in  so  doing, 
itwu  act  the  intention  of  the  American  Minister, 
or  of  the  British  Minister,  to  do  more  than  simply 
to  define  the  American  boundary.  It  was  not 
coatemplated  by  either  of  them,  that  America 
sboold  convey  to  Great  Britain  any  right  to  the 
territory  lying  westward  of  that  line,  since  not  a 
foot  of  it  belonged  to  her;  it  was  intended  to 
leave  U  to  Great  Britaia  to  settle  the  point  as  to 
such  territory,  or  such  portion  of  it  as  she  might 
vaai,  with  Spaing  or  rather  with  France,  to  whom 
it  then  belonged.  At  this  period,  however,  cer- 
tain measorea  respecting  the  Mississippi,  and 
■Qovonents  in  that  quarter,  took  place,  which 
seemed  to  menace  the  great  interests  of  America 
that  were  dependent  on  that  river.  These  excited 
aseDsibility,  acute  and  universal,  of  which,  in 

rl  degree,  her  history  furnishes  but  few  exam- 
They  led  to  a  discussion  which  terminated 
>a  a  treaty  with  France,  by  which  that  Power 
ceded  to  the  United  States  tha  whole  of  Louisia- 


na, as  she  had  received  it  of  Spain.  This  tMaty 
took  place  oa  the  SOtfa  of  April,  1803,  twelve  days 
only  befora  the  eonrencion  between  Great  Briimin 
and  the  United  States  was  signed,  and  some  days 
before  the  adoption  of  such  a  treaty  was  knomi 
to  the  Plenipotentiaries  who  negotiated  and  sigi^ 
ed  the  convention. 

Under  such  circum»tancea.  it  ia  impossible  that 
any  right  which  the  United  States  derived  under 
that  treaty  conld  be  conveyed  by  this  conveDtiaa 
to  Great  Britain,  or  that  the  Ministers  who  for^  * 
ed^the  convention  could  have  contemplated  suok 
an  ^ect  by  it.  Thus  the  stipulation  which  is 
coaiained  in  the  fifth  artideof  thcconvantionhas 
Iwcome,  by  the  cesaion  made  by  the  treaty,  per- 
fectly nugatory ;  for,  as  Great  Britain  hmds  no 
territory  southward  of  the  fOTty-ainth  degree  of 
north  latitude,  and  the  United  Stntes  the  whole 
of  it,  the  line  proposed  by  that  article  would  run 
through  a  eonntry  which  now  belongs  ezclusire» 
ly  to  the  latter. 


No.  30. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoMDON,  October  3, 1804. 
Sir  :  Some  days  after  Lord  Harrowby  return- 
ed from  Weymouth,  I  received  from  him  a  note 
of  the  26ih,  expressing  his  regret  that  be  had  been 
so  engaged  since  his  return,  that  he  had  not  been 
able  to  see  me,  and  that  he  could  not  even  fix  a 
time  for  the  purpose.  This  note  concluded  with 
an  invitation  to  dinner  on  the  29th  at  his  house 
in  the  country.  On  an  attentive  consideration  of 
the  note,  and  all  preceding  circumstances,  J  was 
of  opinion  that  his  object  by  it  was  either  to^TC 
me  to  understand,  in  a  coneilialing  manner,  that 
he  could  not  conclude  with  me  at  present  the  bin 
siness  in  which  we  were  engaged,  and  wished  it 
postponed,  or  that  he  sought  an  opportunity  of 
conierring  with  me  in  retirement  more  freely  on 
the  subject  of  it  than  he  could  do  at  his  office.  In 
either  view,  I  thought  it  incumbent  on  me  to  ac- 
cept the  invitation.  I  had,  however,  some  doubt 
as  to  the  mode ;  I  hesitated  at  first  whether  I 
ought  not  to  meet  bim  in  an  expression  of  regret 
at  the  delay  to  which  I  was  subjected,  but  I  could 
not  well  connect  such  a  sentiment  with  an  ac- 
ceptance of  the  invitation ;  and  there  was  the  less 
reason  so  to  do,  as  that  was  to  uke  effect  so  socm  ; 
I  . therefore  thought  it  best  to  let  bis  measure  have 
its  course,  to  see  the  result  of  it,  and  then  adopt 
such  a  one  as  might  appear  most  advisable  at  the 
time.  With  this  view^  I  confined  my  reply  alto- 
gether to  the  invitation,  which  I  accepted.  The 
dinner  party  was  small,  yet  so  composed  as  evi- 
dently to  preclude  the  idea  of  an  interesting  po- 
litical conversation  with  me  having  been  intended 
by  it.  Not  a  word  was  said  on  the  subject;  so 
that  I  returned  with  that  material  fact  only  added 
to  the  data  oa  which  I  had  to  deliberate.  In  de- 
ciding the  part  it  now  became  me  to  take,  I  saw 
distinctly  that  the  motive  first  above  mentioned 
bad  dictated  the  note  to  me  of  the  26th ;  that 
Lord  Harrowby  actually  wished  me  to  infer  from 
it,  that  he  could  not  now  proceed  in  the  buaiaess 
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in  wkioh  we  weie  eogaged,  with  th*  hope  oi  an 
early  coMtuiion  (tf  it,  and  was  also  devirons  that 
the  mtimation  ahoald  not  a^t  tbe  friendly  rela- 
ti<HU  BobaistiBg  between  the  two  Powers.  I  re- 
■otved  at  once  not  to  press  the  afiair  further  at 
thu  time,  from  a  belief  that  such  prenare,  instead 
of  promoting  tbe  object  desired,  was  more  likely 
to  inerease  toe  indisposition  of  this  Qorerament 
to  any  anangement  by  treaty,  as  it  seemed  to  lead 
direetly  from  the  safe  grpova  oo  whieh  I  stood, 
t»  a  Texatiotts  and  irritating  controvcny.  I  re* 
sotred  alfio  to  hasten  my,departure  for  S{nin,  with 
as mveh' despatch  as  the  exfilanations  incrdeat  to 
sa«h  a  measure,  under  existing  circumstaneeR,^ 
would  permit.  There  seemed^  boWerer,  to  be' 
some  considerable  degree  of  deltcaey  and  import- 
anoe  attached  to  the  manner  in  wt^h  this  deeis< 
ion  ^ould  be  eommttoicaied  to  his  Lordship. 
Two  modes  eceoned]  essentially  dHTerent  in  char- 
acter. The  first  sopposed  tbe  negotiation  at  an 
end;  the  second  as  suspended  only.  To  the  first 
were  opposed  sererat  strong  objections,  which 
were  counterbalanced  by  nasingle  advantage  that 
could  reasonably  be  hoped  from  iL  1st.  A  de- 
claration by  me  to  Lord  Harrowby,  that  I  consid- 
ered the  negotiation  at  an  end,  thereby  implying 
that  it  bad  failed  in  ito  object,  might  appear  to 
form  a  species  of  rapture  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, especially  when  taken  in  connexion  with  my 
immediate  derarture  from  this,  with  intention  to 
pass  through  France.  3d.  A  measure  of  such  tone 
was  not  invited  by,  nor  did  it  necessarily  result 
6om,  his  Lordship*?  note  of  the  36th,  which 
sought  only  delay,  and  in  a  conciliating  manner. 
The  circumstances  of  the  eooatry  might  induce 
him  to  expect  an  aceomioaodation  m  that  respect 
from  a  friendly  Power;  and  to  foil  in  giving  it, 
create  a  deep  impression  of  resentment  in  the 
mind  of  the  Ministry,  and  perhaps  of  the  nation, 
against  onr  Government  and  coontry.  3d.  Such 
a  measure,  with  tbe  implication  incident  to  it, 
was  not  jaslified  by  fact,  or  the  true  interest  of 
the  United  States.  Tbe  negotiation  bad  not  fail- 
ed in  its  great  objects,  our  commerce  was  never 
so  much  favored  in  time  of  war,  nor  was  there  ever 
less  cause  of  complaint  furnished  by  impressment. 
The  state  of  Europe  is  unsettled;  the  events  of 
war  are  uncertain ;  the  United  States  are  pros- 
perous beyond  the  example  of  any  other  nation, 
and  more  might  be  lost  at  home  and  abroad  by  an 
'appearance  of  hostility  with  any  Power  than 
eonM  be  ezpeoted  from  a  formal  concession  of 
the  points  eonteoded  for.  4ib.  Such  a  declaration 
would  also  be  eontrary  to  the  spirit  in  which  the 
negotiation  had  been  eommeneed,  and  carried  to 
the  present  stage.  It  woald  lose  the  credit  which 
oar  moderation  had  merited;  expose  to  hazard 
fortnnea  that  were  secure;  and  even  with  less 
hope  of  advantage,  in  any  view,  than  might  be 
entertained  from  a  continuance  of  tbe  same  sys- 
tem of  moderation.  5th.  My  instructions  did  not 
authorize  a  measure  so  hazardous;  they  seemed 
to  require  only  that  I  should  make  a  fair  experi- 
ment of  the  disposition  of  this  Government,  to 
arrange  these  points  amicably,  and  submit  the 
rewri*  to  the  wisdom  of  our  Qovemment,  to  act 


afterward,  on  ■  riew  of  all  eireamstuiees,  as  it 
might  deMd  nkost  advisable,  mfeitered  by  toy 
compromitment  of  mine.  6th.  By  keeping  the 
negotiation  open,  it  was  in  ottr  power  to  reaew  it 
at  pleasure ;  and  it  was  probable,  by  preserriiv 
our  neutrality,  and  profiting  of  thecrediiattscliM 
to  it,  that  our  attitude  in  it  would  every  Avj  be> 
come  more  imposing.  Under  these  eonudentioas, 
I  resolved  to  pursue  the  latter  course;  to  meettbs 
friendly  sentiments  expressed  in  Lord  Hsrroirb])^ 
letter  of  tbe  26th,  with  a  like  one  on  onr  part ;  t» 
re^et  the  detey,  bm  to  admit  that  the  state  tiT 
things  might  impose  it  on  him ;  to  state  the  iie- 
eesHty  of  my  departure  for  Spain,  but  declare  tbe 
pleasure  with  which  I  should  retnm  to  resnme 
negotiation.  Hie  Lordship's  reply,  which  is  i^ 
enclosed,  tffeathed  tb*  sane  sentiments ;  so  thit 
the  a&ir  rests  precisely  on  ihAi  gronnd.  Tke  . 
n^oriacion  is  suspended  by  matual  eomen^  lobe 
revived  on  my  return  fiom  Spain,  or  whenem 
the  President  shall  otherwise  provide  for  ihi 
same. 

I  took  occasion,  in  my  letter  to  Lord  HtrroV' 
by,  to  state  the  route  I  sfaoold  pursue  to  Hidri^ 
through  Holland  and  Prance,  to  scout  the  degia* 
ding  suspicions  which  too  often  attach  to  meh 
movements  in  such  times— suspicions  which  are 
generally  created  by  the  artifices  which  are  ned 
to  hide  the  movements,  since  they  are  conHdercd, 
and  perhaps  properly,  as  proofs  of  guilt. 

I  thought  proper  to  notify  to  Lord  Hanowtif, 
at  the  same  time,  that  Mr.  Purvianee  wonld  be 
left  in  charge  of  our  affairs  here,  aitd  that  I  shonld 
be  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  to  present  bim 
to  bis  lordship  in  that  character:  which  was  l^ 
ranged  on  the  following  day.  I  have  committed 
this  trust  to  Mr.  Purvianee,  in  full  confidence  ibit 
he  will  discharge  it  with  perfect  integrity,  and  t 
diligence  and  capacity  to  merit  the  approlntioaof 
the  President.  His  compensation,  whieh  bu 
proved  totally  inadequate  to  bis  station  as  secre- 
tary, becomes,  of  course,  much  more  so  to  hii 
present  one,  which  will  unavoidably  expose  him 
to  many  heavy  additional  expenses.  I  have  tikeu 
the  liberty  to  instruct  our  bankers  to  advance  bim 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  is  oeces-  j 
say  for  his  immediate  accommodation,  and  tnut  j 
that  the  President  will  make  him  such  an  aUaw-  ! 
aoce  as  may  be  suitable  to  his  sitaation. 

Id  the  interview  which  1  had  with  Lord 
rowby,  we  had  much  general  conversation  on  the  : 
topios  defending  between  us,  which,  as  it  c(n>- 
respooded  with  what  ha*  passed  before,  and  coo* 
municatedtoyou,iti&aoneee8saTytorepeal*  He 
appeared  to  agree  with  m^  with  great  sineerity,  i 
in  tbe  advantage  to  be  derived  to  both  eoontriei 
from  the  preservation  of  their  present  amicable  i 
relatione,  and  to  be  quite  satiafied  with  tbe  state  | 
in  which  tbe  negotiation  was  left,  assuring  me 
that  he  wonld  net  fail  to  take  it  op  on  my  retnm, 
with  an  earnest  desire  to  conclude  it  to  the  satis- 
faction of  both  imrties,  though  he  intimated  that 
there  tras  great  difficulty  attending  certain  branch- 
es of  it.  He  suggested  that,  as  I  was  forced  to  go 
to  Spain,  he  hoped  that  the  suspension  woiud 
prove  equally  eonveirient  to  us  both;  to  which  I 
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•Mented.  He  thought  it  UDoeeeisary^  for  me  to 
» to  WejrtDoaih  to  take  leare  of  the  King,  as  be 
lept  no  regular  Court  there,  aod  m  jr  abHoea  would 
be  ibori.  He  promised,  however,  to  commuai- 
ote  to  HisMajesty  my  request  to  be  presented  to 
kirn  there,  as  of  his  uodertakiug  to  prefent  it; 
with  wbicn  riew,  he  deuired  to  address  him  a  spe- 
eiil  note  to  that  effect,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Kin; i  a  eopjr  of  whieh  is  eoclosed. 

k  ifae  course  of  this  eooversation,  Lord  Har- 
rovbj'  expressed  eoaeera  to  find  the  Uoiled  Slates 
eppowd  to  Qreat  Britain  on  eertaiu  great  neutral 
questions  id  faror  of  the  doctrines  of  the  modern 
uw,  which  be  termed  uotelties.  I  replied  that, 
io  adberiog  to  our  principles,  the  President  bad 
endeavored  to  arrange  them  in  a  friendly  manner 
with  bis  Qorernment;  that  he  bad  taken  no  step 
of  an  opposite  character ;  that  be  had  sought 
so  concert  with  the  neutral  Powen  in  support  of 
thco^  as  he  had  sumosed  that  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangemeol  to  hoUh  GoverDments  might  be  made 
by^recteommnnicatioo  b^ween  them,  which  he 
prdemd.  He  obserred  that,  although  while  the 
necotiatioD  wassospended,  his  Government  would 
adhere  to  its  principles,  yet  that  it  would  aet  in 
viiat  OMieerued  us  with  moderation  in  the  prac- 
tice of  them. 

I  informed  yon,  in  my  letter  of  the  8(b  of  Sep- 
tember, that  a  case  bad  occurred  of  an  American 
Tessel,  engaged  in  commerce  between  Baiavia 
and  HolJaod,as  was  inferred  by  her  bariog  a  Eu- 
ropean destination,  beiog  brought  into  port  and.' 
subjected  to  trial.  The  case  is  not  yet  decided, 
tbou^h,  in  his  remarks  while  the  cause  was  io 
bearing  before  the  court,  the  judge  maintained 
ibe  British  doctrine;  it  was  postponed  to  give 
time  to  ascertain  what  the  regulatloos  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Holland  were,  in  peace,  respecting  our 
eoDmerce  with  that  eolooy.  He  did  apt  aay,  if 
they  prohibited  the  trade,  that  he  would  eoDdemn 
the  vessel.  It  is  pro^ble  she  may  ba  acquitted 
onsmne  other  point  in  the  caus^  without  impugn- 
ing that  principle.  It  is  understood  that  several 
other  vessels  engaged  in  the  same  trade,  which 
were  stopped  and  examined  at  the  Texel  by  tbe 
British  cruisers,  were  permitted  to  prosecute  their 
voyage ;  hence,  it  is  presumable  that  order*  were 
giveii  to  that  effect  by  tbe  Qoveromeot.  It  is 
certain  that,  on  no  principle  or  pretext  whatever, 
has  more  ihaa  one  of  our  vessels  been  condemoed, 
on  which  jodgcnent  there  is  an  appeal. 

Tbe  whole  subject  is  now  before  the  President; 
on  wbich  Ihave  to  remark  that,  in  discharging 
[bis  trust,  I  have  endeavored,  in  every  stage,  to 
pve  full  effect  to  tbe  feelings  and  sentiments  of 
my  country  in  respect  to  tbe  objects  io  tjnestion, 
especially  tbe  unwarrantable  practice  of  impress- 
neot^wiihonl  taking  any  step  whieh  should  eom- 
pnHnit  our  GoTeroment  ia  the  part  it  should  take 
vhen  the  reauU  waa  submitted  to  it.  In  that  sute 
be  affair  now  is;  for,  aAer  the  expiration  of  a 
ew  raontba,  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  it  to 
evive  the  negotiation  in  such  form  as  the  Presi- 
lent  may  deem  advisable.  Tbe  proceeding  here 
ays  a  foundation  for  any  course  wbich  the  public 
toner  and  interest  may  dicute.  If  it  ia  deemed 
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expedient,  in  pursuiog  our  just  rights,  to  profit  of 
time  and  circumstances,  and,  in  the  interim,  un- 
less they  be  secured  by  a  fair  and  equal  treaty,  to 
act  with  moderation  till  the  occasion  invitea  to  It 
more  decisive  and  hazardous  nolicy,  the  state  of 
things  permits  it;  or,  if  it  should  be  deemed  more 
advisable  to  adopt  the  latter  course  at  present,  the 
opportunity  is  (kit  for  such  a  measure.  Tbe  situ- 
ation in  wbich  our  Government  will  find  itself 
on  receiving  this  communication  is  a  very  diffei^ 
eot  one  from  that  in  whicb  I  have  stood  through- 
out. If  tbe  latter  course  is  preferred,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  tbe  moderation  which  has  been  so 
£ir  observed,  will  Blr'engthen  the  Government  in 
any  tbe  most  vigorous  measures  which  may  be 
thought  necessary.  A  virtuous  and  free  people 
will  be  more  nnited  in  support  of  such  measure^ 
however  strong  they  may  oe,  when  they  see^  by 
the  clearest  evidence,  that  tbe  cause  is  not  only 
jiut,  but  that  their  Government  has  done  every- 
thing in  iu  power  which  tbe  national  honor  and 
interest  would  permit,  toavoidstteh  aneitreaily. 

I  shall  apprize  our  Consuls  that  Mr.  Pnrviance 
is  1^  in  charge  of  our  af&irs  during  my  absence; 
and  have  only  to  add,  that  I  expect  to  sail  to-mor- 
row or  next  day,  in  a  vessel  bound  to  Rotterdam, 
(my  baggage  being  already  on  board,)  cm  my  vrey 
to  Madrid,  whither  I  shall  proceed  with  all  the 
despatch  that  may  be  practicable. 

I  Btn,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


£xtract^Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Dbpabthbiit  of  Statb, 

jMoTvA  6, 1805. 
Sir:  Tbe  experienceofevoy  day  shovrs  more 
and  more  the  obligation  on  both  sides  to  entef  se- 
riously oa  the  means  of  ^roarding  the  harmonr 
of  the  two  eouotries  against  tbe  dangers  with 
which  it  is  threatened,  by  a  perseverance  of  Great 
Britain  in  faer  irregularities  on  tbe  high  seas,  and 
particularly  in  tbe  impresemeou  from  American 
vessels.  The  extent  in  which  these  have  taken 
place  since  tbe  commencement  of  the  war  will  be 
seen  bjp  tbe  enclosed  report,  required  from  this 
Department  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; and  the  call  for  it,  whilst  negotiations  on 
the  subject  were  understood  to  be  in  train,  is  itself 
a  proof  of  tbe  public  sensibility  to  those  ag^^rea' 
sions  on  the  security  of  our  citizens  and  the  rights 
of  our  flag.  A  further  proof  will  be  seen  in  the 
moiioQ^  also  enclosed,  which  was  made  by  Mr* 
Crowninsbield,  and  which  will  probably  be  revi- 
ved at  tbe  next  session.  This  motion,  with  hie 
remarks  upon  it,  appear  very  generally  in  the 
newspapers,  with  comments  proceeding  from  a 
eoineideoce  of  the  seasibflity  out  of  doors  with 
the  t  within.  A  still  stronger  proof  of  impatienee 
under  this  evil  will  be  found  in  the  proceedings 
authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  just  passed,  and 
which  is  likewise  enclosed,  agaiost  British  offiewa 
committing  on  tbe  high  seas  trespasses  or  torta 
on  board  American  vessels,  offeneei  maaifcatly 
including  cases  of  impressment. 
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Id  comtnanieatiDg  these  circiin»taae«Sf  it  wiU 
occur  to  you,  whilst  tbejr  may  be  allowed  to  pro- 
eUim  the  erowinf;  seDnbiUty  of  the  Uoited  States 
on  the  aabjeet  «  impreasments,  they  ought,  by 
pro|»er  ezpuoatuMiiftDdarauraDces,  to  be  guarded 
•g«iost  a  miseoDStruetion  into  marks  of  illiberal 
or  hostile  sentimoiti  towwds  Great  Britain.  The 
mth  is,  and  it  may  be  so  staled  by  you,  that  this 
inaciice  of  impressmeDts.  aggravated  by  so  maDV 
proroking  ioeideats,  has  bAn  bo  long  contiuuea, 
cndsooflen  in  Tain  remonstrated  against,  that, 
withont  more  enooumgeraent  than  yet  appears,  to 
cxpectspfledrredresBfromtheBrltisaGoTernment, 
the  United  States  are,  in  a  manner,  driven  to  the 
weceeatty  of  seeking  for  some  remedy  dependent 
en  tliemselves  alone.   But  it  is  no  lest  true  that 
Jfaey  are  warmly  disposed  to  cherish  all  the  friend- 
W  relations  snb^isting  with  Great  Britain;  that 
tb^  wish  to  see  that  necessity  banished  by  Just 
•BO  pradent  arrangemenla  between  tbe  two  Got- 
WBmenta;  and  that,  with  this  view,  you  were  in- 
«tr«ettd  to  open  the  negotiations  which  are  now 
depending.  It  is  impossible  for  the  British  Gov- 
erament  to  donbt  the  sioeerity  of  these  seatiments. 
The  forbearance  of  the  United  States,  year  after 
year,  and  war  after  war,  to  arait  themselves  of 
those  obvious  means,  which,  wiiboat  violattng 
their  national  obligations  of  any  sort,  would  ap- 
peal in  tbe  strongest  manner  to  the  interest  of 
Great  Britain,  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  demonstra- 
tion of  the  amicable  spirit  which  has  directed  their 
public  cooDcits.   This  spirit  is  sufficienity  maoi- 
feated  also  by  the  propositions  which  have  been 
lately  made  tbrouffh  you,  and  by  the  patience 
and  cordiality  with  which  you  have  conducted 
the  negotiation.   I  might  add,  as  a  further  proof 
lo  the  same  effect,  that,  notwithstanding  tbe  refu- 
ael,  of  which  we  fanTe  t^ial  information,  from 
-Olasgow  and  Liverpocd  particnlarly,  to  restore 
American  seamen  deserting  their  ships  in  British 
ports,  tbe  laws  of  many  orthe  States  have  been 
left,  without  interraplion,  to  restore  British  de- 
aerters.   One  of  the  States  (Virginia)  has,  even 
at  the  last  session  of  its  Legislature,  pMsed  an  act 
for  the  express  purpose  of  restoring  such  deserters, 
which  deserves  tbe  more  attention  as  it  was  done 
in  tbe  midst  of  irritations  resulting  from  the  mul- 
tiplied irregularities  committed  by  British  ships 
in  the  American  seas. 

Mr.  Merry  baa  expressed  some  inqaietude  with 
respect  to  the  clause  in  the  act  above  referred  to 
which  animadverts  on  British  trespasses  on  beard 
American  vessels,  and  bis  language,  on  several 
late  oecaaion^  haa  strongly  oppM«d  the  ezpecta- 
^ioa  that  Chmt  Britain  will  ever  relinqutsli  her 
praotice  of  taking  her  own  anbjceia  out  of  neutral 
vessels.  I  did  not  conceal  from  him  my  opinion 
tiiat  the  terms  "  trespass,"  would  be  appUca- 
Ue  to  the  impressment  of  British  subjeeta  as  well 
«s  others,  or  that  the  United  States  would  nerer 
accede  to  that  practice.  I  observed  to  him.  that 
every  preceding  Adrntnistratien  had  maintained 
the  same  doctrine  with  the  present  on  that  point, 
and,  such  were  tbe  ideas  and  feelings  of  the  na- 
tion on  ii,  that  no  Administration  would  dare  so 
iar  to  surrender  tbe  rigfau  of  the  American  ft^. 


He  expressed  dimtiafaction  abo  at  the 
wbfeh  requires  certain  oomplia&ees,  on  the  part 
of  British  ehips  of  war  entering  our  harbors,  with 
arrangenwBts  to  be  preMribni  by  the  coUeetors, 
He  did  not  deny  the  right  of  the  Batioo  to  mab 
what  rules  it  might  please  in  aneh  oosea,  bat  ap- 
prehended that  come  of  them  were  soch  as  the 
cMnmaoders  might  deem  incompatible  with  their 
just  pretensions,  espeeiaity  when  aubiecting  them 
to  the  discretion  of  so  snbaltera  an  authority  si 
that  of  tbe  collectors,  and,  conseqaently,  that  the 
law  would  have  the  unfriendly  effect  of  exdndiag 
Britiidi  ships  of  war  altogether  from  Ameriosa 
ports.  He  was  reminded,  is  reply,  that  the  col- 
lectors  were,  according  to  the  terms  of  tbe  aeetioo, 
to  be  guided  in  the  exercise  of  their  power  by  the 
directions  of  the  President ;  and  it  was  not  only 
to  be  presnmed,  but  he  mi^bt  be  partieolarly  as- 
sured, that  the  direotiona  fiven  would  be  cowist- 
ent  with  the  usages  due  to  public  ahipa,  nnd  with 
the  respect  entertained  for  naiiem  in  amity  with 
the  United  Sutes.  He  asked  whether,  in  traai- 
mitiiog  tbe  act  to  his  Government,  as  hb  daif 
would  require,  he  might  add  the  ocplanaiioB  lat 
assurances  be  had  beard  from  me.  I  aiMwered 
that,  withont  having Teceived  any  particular  aa- 
tbority  for  that  purpose  from  the  President,  I  could 
safely  undertake  what  I  had  stated  was  conform' 
able  to  his  sentiments. 

Enclosed  isanotber  act  of  Congress,  restnioinf 
and  regulating  the  armii^of  private  vessels  bf 
American  citizens.  This  act  was  occasioned  by 
the  abuse  made  of  auoh  armaments  In  forcing  i 
trade,  even  in  contraband  of  war,  with  the  Islaad 
of  St.  Domingo,  and  by  tbe  representations  made 
on  the  subject  of  that  trade  by  the  French  Chargi 
des  Afiaires  and  Minister  her^  and  by  the  Brin 
Minister,  with  respect  toabnses  which  bed  malt- 
ed, or  might  reanl^  ftom  soch  armaments,  in  easts 
iojuriotn  to  Cheat  Britain.  A  report  that 
representations,  as  made  to  the  President,  is  here- 
with encltned.  Tbe  act,  in  snbatitaliag  ft  accmi* 
ty  against  tbe  unlawful  use  of  the  armnaoenu  n 
place  of  an  absolute  prohibitien  of  them,  ta  not 
only  consistent  with  tne  oUigatioos  of  a  nentral 
nation,  but  conformable  to  the  laws*  and  oidi> 
nances  of  Great  Britain  and  France  theroodTcs, 
and  is  eottseqaently  free  from  objections  by  eiiheK. 
Tbe  interposition  of  the  Government,  thot^ 
claimed  in  behalf  both  of  Great  Britain  asd  af 
France,  was  most  pressed  in  behalf  of  the  bster. 
Yet  the  measure,  particnlarly  as  it  rdates  lothe 
shipment  of  contraband  articles  for  the  West  la- 
dies, is  likely  to  operate  mnoh  more  oonventeBiiy 
for  Great  Britain  than  tm  France,  who  canaal. 
like  Great  Britain,  otherwise  insore  n  av^y  ef 
these  articles  for  the  d^neeef  Ibefr  eidonies; 

In  the  project  which  yoo  have  offered  lo  the 
British  Ckivernment,  I  obserre  yon  have  subjeie^ 
a  clause  for  securing  respect  to  certificates  of  <Hi> 
zenship.  Tbe  effect  of  this  clause,  taken  atil 
ought  to  be,  ftnd  as  was  doubtless  iatended,incoB- 

"  See  set  of  PartiBmen^  86  Oamga  ID,  eh.  SS,  ssfr^ 
tions  87, 38}  andTal^  Commanlaiiea  lir.  l^tib  Mii 
art.  1. 
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texi  with  the  precediog  claase,  is  limited  to  the 
«ase  ijrovided  for  in  that  clause.  Still  it  mitj  be 
well,  in  order  to  guard  against  tbe  possibility  of 
its  teing  turned  into  a  pretext  for  reqairing  such 
certificates  in  other  cases,  that  a  proriso  lor  the 
purpose  be  added,  or  that  words  of  equiraleot  re- 
Mr  iciion  be  ioserted. 

Another  subject  requiring  your  attention  is 
pointed  at  by  tbe  resolutions  of  tbe  Senate,  moved 
by  Oeneral  Smith,  on  the  subject  of  a  British  tax 
00  exports,  nnder  tbe  name  ota  convoy  duty.  A 
«opy  of  tbe  resolution  is  enclosed.  A  duty  under 
that  name  was  first  laid  in  the  year  1796 ;  it  then 
vmoanied  to  half  of  one  per  cent,  on  exports  to  < 
Suropej  and  one  per  cent,  on  exports  to  other 
ftlaees,  and  eoDsequenlly  to  the  United  States. 
Tbe  discriminatioQ,  being  evidently  eoiatrary  to 
the  treaty  then  in  farce,  became  a  subject  of  dis- 
CDssion  between  Mr.  King  and  the  British  minis- 
try. His  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  to 
Lord  GrenviDe  explain  the  objections  urged  by 
him,  and  tbe  pretexts  in  support  of  tbe  measure 
alleged  by  them.  The  subject  was  resumed  in  my 
letter  of  the  Sth  of  March,  1804,  to  Mr.  King,  with 
u  copy  of  which  tou  have  been  already  furnished. 
It  was  received  by  Mr.  Gore,  during  tbe  absence 
of  Mr.  King  on  the  continent;  and  if  anr  occa- 
•ioB  was  foaod  proper  by  either  for  repeating  tbe 
remonstrance  against  tbe  duty,  it  appears  to  have 
been  without  effect.  Whilst  the  treaty  was  in 
ibree,  the  discrimination  was  uaquestionably  a 
wiolation  of  its  faith.  ^Wheo  the  war  ceased,  it 
lost  Ibe  pretext  that  it  was  tbe  price  of  the  eon- 
▼oy,  which,  giving  a  longer  protection  to  tbe 
American  than  to  tbe  European  trade,  justified  a 
higher  price  for  the  former  than  for  the  latter. 
Even  daring  war  the  exports  are  generally  made 
ma  American  property,  and  in  American  vessels ; 
and  therefore,  with  a  few  exceptions  only,  a  con- 
voy, which  would  stibjeetthem  to  condemnation, 
from  which  they  would  otherwise  be  free,  would 
not  be  a  benefit,  bat  an  injury.  Since  tbe  expira- 
tion of  tbe  treaty,  the  discrimination,  as  well  as 
the  daty  itself,  can  be  combated  by  no  other  ar- 
IfaiDentstbao  those  which,  in  tbe  document  refer- 
red to,  are  drawn  from  justice,  friendship,  and 
sound  policy ;  including  the  tendency  of  the  mea- 
aare  to  produce  a  discontinuance  of  the  liberal 
Vat  unavaifioy  example  given  to  Great  Britain 
by  tbe  regakiioiM  of  commerce  on  our  nide,  and 
m  recurrence  to  such  couotCTaeting  measures  as 
are  probably  contemplated  by  the  mover  of  the 
reflations  of  the  Senate.  All  these  arguments 
gain  strength,  In  proportion  to  the  aogmentations 
"which  the  evil  has  lately  received ;  il  being  now 
stated  that  the  duty  amounts  to  four  per  cent,  oo 
Che  exports  to  the  United  States.  These,  accord- 
ing to  Cox's  answer  to  Sheffield,  amounted,  in  tbe 

?reftr  1801,  to  about  seven  and  a  half  niilKons  ster- 
ing,  and  therefore  levy  a  tax  on  the  United  States 
of  about  one  million  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Prom  this  in,  indeed,  to  be  deducted  a  sum 
proportioned  to  the  amount  of  re-exportation  from 
the  United  States ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  is  to 
be  added  tbe  iaereaae  the  exports  since  the  year 
1.801,  wMeh  probably  exceed  tha  re-ftxportttwBa. 


With  the  aid  of  these  communications  and  re- 
marks you  will  be  at  no  loss  for  the  views  of  the 
subject  most  proper  to  be  presented  to  the  British 
Government,  in  order  to  promote  the  object  of 
tbe  resolutions;  and  the  resolutions  themselves 
ODght  powerfully  to  second  your  efforts,  if  the 
British  Government  feels  tbe  same  desire,  as  ac- 
taates  the  United  States,  to  confirm  tbe  friend- 
ship and  confidence  on  both  sides,  by  a  greater 
conformity  on  that  side  to  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
mercial regulations  oo  this. 

I  have  referred  above  to  dw«nelosed  copy  of 
the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Crowninshiddt  in  tha 
House  of  Representatives.  Tbe  part  of  it  which 
has  relation  to  the  trade  with  the  West  Indies 
was  suggested,  as  appears  in  bis  introdactory  oIh 
servations,  by  the  late  proclamations  of  the  Brit- 
ish West  India  Governors,  excluding  from  that 
trade  vessels  of  tbe  United  States,  and  eertaiu 
articles  of  our  exportations,  particularly  fish,  even 
in  British  vessels.  These  regulations  are  to  be 
ascribed  partly  to  tbe  attachment  of  the  present 
administration  in  Great  Britain  to  the  colonial 
and  navigation  system!  partly  to  the  interested 
representations  of  certain  merchaois  and  others 
residing  in  the  British  provinces  on  the  conti- 
nent. Without  entering  at  large  into  tbe  policjr 
on  which  the  colonial  restrictions  are  founded,  it 
may  be  observed  that  no  crisis  could  be  more  in- 
eligible for  enforcing  them  than  tbe  present,  be- 
cause at  none  more  than  the  present  have  tbe 
West  Indies  been  absolately  dependent  on  the 
United  Slates  for  the  supplies  essential  to  their 
existence.  It  is  evident,  in  fact,  that  the  United 
States,  by  asserting  the  principle  of  a  reasonable 
reciprocity,  such  as  is  aomitted  in  the  trade  with 
the  European  ports  of  Great  Britain,  and  as  is  ad- 
mitted even  in  the  colonial  trade  of  other  Euro- 
pean cations,  90  far  at  least  as  respects  the  vessels 
employed  in  the  trade,  might  reduce  tbe  British 
Government  at  once  to  tbe  dilemma  of  relaxing 
her  regulations,  or  of  sacrificing  her  colonies; 
and  with  respect  to  tbe  interdict  of  supplies  from 
rtie  United  States  of  articles  necessary  to  tbe 
subsistence  and  prosperitv  of  the  West  Indies,  in 
order  to  force  the  growtn  and  prosperity  of  the 
continental  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  &^c.,  what 
can  be  more  unjust  than  thus  to  impoverish  one 
part  of  the  forMgn  domioions,  wbieh  is  consid- 
ered as  a  source  of  wealth  and  power  to  the 
parent  country,  not  with  a  view  to  favor  the 
parent  eountrf ,  hot  to  ftvor  another  part  of  its 
loreigo  dorototons.  which  is  rather  expensive  than 
profitable  to  il  1  What  can  be  more  preposterotis 
than  thus,  at  the  expmse  of  islands  which  not 
onlir  eontribnie  to  the  revenue,  commerce,  and 
Bavi»tion  of  the  parent  State,  but  can  be  secured 
In  their  dependence  by  that  naval  ascendancy 
which  they  aid,  to  foster  unproductive  establish- 
ments? 

Considerations,  such  as  these,  onght  to  have 
weight  with  the  British  GJovemraent,  and  mar 
very  properly  enter  into  frsok  conversations  with 
its  ministry  on  favorable  occasions.  However 
repngnant  that  Qovemmeni  may  be  to  a  depar- 
tareftea  lb srstem,  is  the  exteni^oBfemplaied 
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bf  Mr.  Crowoiashteld's  motioD,  it  mtj  at  least 
be  expected  that  the  trade,  as  opened  in  former 
wars,  will  not  be  refused  uader  circumstances 
which,  ID  the  present,  particularly  demaod  it.  It 
auf  be  hoped  that  the  way  will  be  prepared  for 
•ome  permaoent  arrangement  on  tbis  subject  be- 
twecD  the  two  nations,  wbich  will  be  conforma- 
ble to  equity,  to  reciprocity,  and  to  their  mutual 
adfantage.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
Depabthent  op  State,  April  12, 1805. 

Sir:  The  papers  herewith  enclosed  ezpiaio 
particularly  the  case  of  the  brig  Aurora. 

The  sum  of  the  case  is,  that  while  Spain  was 
at  war  with  Great  Briuin,  this  ressel,  owned  by 
«  citizen  of  the  United  States,  brought  a  carso  of 
Spanish  produce,  purchased  at  the  Havana,  from 
that  place  to  Charleston,  where  the  earjjo  was 
landed,  except  an  insignificant  portion  of  it,  and 
the  duties  paid,  or  secured^  according  to  law,  in 
like  manner  as  they  are  required  to  be  paid,  or 
■ecured,  on  a  like  cargo,  from  whatever  port, 
meant  for  home  consumption  ;  that  the  car^o  re- 
mained on  land  about  three  weeks,  when  it  was 
reshipped  for  Barcelona,  in  Old  Spain,  and  the 
duties  drawn  back,  with  a  deduction  of  three  and 
a  half  per  cent.,  as  is  permitted  to  imported  arti- 
cles in  all  cases,  at  any  time  within  one  year, 
under  certain  regulations,  which  were  pursued  to 
this  case;  that  the  vessel  was  taken  on  her  voy- 

S;e  by  a  Britlitb  cruiser,  and  sent  for  trial  (o 
ewfoundland,  where  the  cargo  was  cooderaoed 
by  the  Court  of  Vice-Admiralty;  and  that  the 
eause  was  carried  thence,  by  appeal,  to  Qreat 
Britain,,  where  ii  was  apprehended  that  the  sen- 
tence below  could  not  be  reversed. 

The  ground  of  this  seotence  was,  and  that  of 
ita  confirmation,  if  soch  be  tbe  result,  must  be, 
that  the  trade  in  which  tbe  vessel  was  engaged 
was  unlawful;  and  this  unlawfulness  must  rest, 
first,  on  tbe  general  principle  assumed  by  Great 
Britain,  that  a  trade  from  a  colony  to  its  parent 
eoontry,  being  a  trade  not  permitted  to  other  oa- 
tionn  in  time  of  peace,  cannot  be  made  lawful  to 
them  in  time  of  war;  secondly, on  the  allegation 
that  the  continuity  of  the  voyage  from  the  Ha- 
vana to  Barcelona  was  not  broken  by  landing  tbe 
cargo  in  tbe  United  States,  paying  the  duties 
thereon,  and  thus  fulfilling  the  legal  pre-requi- 
aites  to  a  home  consumption ;  and,  therefore,  that 
the  cargo  was  subject  to  condemnation,  even  un- 
der tbe  British  regulation  of  January,  1768,  which 
•o  far  relaxes  the  general  principle  as  to  allow  a 
direct  trade  between  a  beltigereni  colony  and  a 
■eolial  country  carrying  on  socfa  a  trade. 

With  respect  to  tbe  general  principle  which 
disallows  to  neutral  nations,  in  time  of  war,  a 
trade  not  allowed  to  them  in  time  of  peace,  it 
may  be  observed : 

First.  That  the  principle  is  of  modern  date; 
that  it  is  maintained^  as  is  believed,  by  no  other 
nation  but  Great  Britain,  and  that  it  was  assumed 
hf  her  luder  the  anq^cei  of  a  maritime  ase«- 


dency,  wbich  rendered  such  a  {uiaeiple  tobser- 
vieot  to  her  particular  interest.  The  hiuorrof 
her  regulations  on  this  subject  shows  that  ticf 
have  been  constantly  modined  under  tbe  iofls- 
ence  of  that  consideration.  The  course  of  thae 
modifications  will  be  seen  in  an  appendix  to  tke 
fourth  volume  of  Robinson's  Admiralty  RenrtL 

Secondly.  That  the  principle  is  minifesilf 
coutrary  to  the  general  interest  of  cotODereiu 
nations,  as  well  as  to  the  laws  of  nations,M»led 
by  the  most  approved  authorities,  which  reetig- 
DISCS  DO  restraints  on  the  trade  of  nations  ootu 
war,  with  nations  at  war,  other  thanitthallbc 
impartial  between  the  latter;  that  it  shall  not 
extend  to  certain  military  articles,  nor  to  the 
transportation  of  persons  in  military  seintt,U)r 
to  places  actually  blockaded  or  besieged. 

Thirdly.  That  the  principle  is  tbemorecoD- 
trary  to  reason  and  to  right,  inasmuch  ss  the  id- 
missioD  of  neutrals  into  a  colonial  trade  that 
against  them  in  times  of  peace,  maj,  and  ofin 
does,  result  from  considerations  which  opn  l> 
neutrals  direct  channels  of  trade  with  tbepsnit 
Slate,  shut  to  them  in  time*  of  peace,  thelegalilT 
of  which  latter  relaxation  is  not  known  to  hin 
been  contested;  and  inasmuch  as  a  commcRC 
may  be,  and  frequently  is,  opened  ia  timeofwUi 
between  a  colony  and  other  countries,  fromccn- 
sideratioDs  which  are  not  incident  lo  the  wu, 
and  which  would  produce  ibe  same  effect  in  linK 
of  peace ;  such,  fur  example,  as  a  failure  or  dio- 
ioutioD  of  tbe  ordinary  sources  of  necessarTsa^ 
plies,  or  new  turns  in  the  course  of  prwtiW 
interchanges. 

Fourthly.  That  it  is  not  ooly  contrary  to  ik 
principles  and  practice  of  other  oatioD^ hollo 
the  practice  of  Great  Britain  herself.  ltis>d 
known  to  be  her  invariable  practice  io  linKd 
war,  by  relaxations  in  her  navigation  laws,  i^* 
mit  neutrals  to  trade  in  channels  forlntMH  ^ 
them  in  times  of  peace,  and  particularly  toopei 
her  colonial  trade,  ooth  to  neutral  vessels  tad  ^ 
plies,  to  which  it  is  shot  in  times  of  peace;  *h 
that  one  at  least  of  her  objects  ia  these  rclu>- 
tioos,  is  to  give  to  her  trade  an  immunity  IrM 
capture,  to  which,  in  her  own  hands,  it  wonUK 
subjected  by  the  war. 

Fifthly.  The  practice  which  has  preriiledij 
tbe  British  dominions,  sanctioned  by  orders  a 
Council  and  ao  act  of  Parliament,  (39  Geo.  ID- 
c.  98,)  authorizing  for  British  subjects  a  d<nl 
trade  with  the  enemy,  stilt  further  aiminishew 
force  of  her  pretensions  for  depriving  us  of  w 
colonial  trade.  Thus  we  see  in  Robiosoa^Ar 
mirally  Reports,  passim,  thai  during  the  If^^ 
a  licensed  commercial  intercourse  prersiledl'' 
tween  Great  Britain  and  her  enemies,  Frtsn 
Spain,  and  Holland,  beeaose  It  eomprebeadH 
articles  necessary  for  her  mannfactores  and  ^ 
culture,  notwithsunding  tbe  effect  it  had  u  ofi*- 
ing  ■  vent  to  the  surplus  productions  of  tbe  n- 
ers.  In  tbis  manner  she  assumes  to  suspend  tK 
war  itself,  as  to  particular  objects  of  trside  beo^ 
ficial  to  herself,  whilst  she  denies  tbe  right  of  i» 
other  belligerents  to  Boq>end  their  *ceosio^ 
commercial  restcictions  io  favor  of  aeatials.  o» 
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the  iojusLiee  iuid  iacoDsisieacr  of  her  attempt  to 
press  «  strict  mle  on  oeotrals,  is  more  forcibly 
atsplayed  hj  Ibe  uture  of  t^  trtde  whiob  is 
openly  earned  on  between  the  eolonies  of  Oreat 
]^taui  and  Spain,  in  the  West  Indies.  The 
mode  of  it  is  detailed  in  the  eoetosed  eopjr  of  a 
letter  from  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that 

American  ressels  and  oa^;oea,aAer  beiog  eoa- 
deaued  in  British  courts,  uikder  pretence  of  illi- 
cit eonuocree^  are  sent  oo  British  aecoant  to  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  if  not  to  the  Terf  port 
of  the  destinatioD  interrapted  when  they  were 
American  ^rtypettj.  What  respect  can  beclaimed 
from  others  to  a  doctrine,  not  onlv  of  so  recent 
an  origia,  and  enforced  with  so  Uttie  uniformity, 
but  which  is  so  conspicaoasly  disr^arded  in 
practice  bv  the  nation  itself^  which  stands  alone 
u  eootenoiDg  for  it? 

Sixthly.  It  is  particularly  worthjr  of  attention, 
tbat  the  Board  of  CommissioBera,  jointly  eonsti* 
tated  by  the  British  and  AoMriean  OoTemments, 
onder  the  serenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794, 
by  rerersiog  condcmnatiens  of  the  British  eonits, 
founded  on  the  ^itish  iDstractions  of  November, 
1793,  eondemned  the  principle,  that  a  trade  for- 
bidden to  nentrals  in  tmw  of  peaee  oonld  not  be 
«^eaed  to  them  in  Ume  of  war ;  on  whiefi*  pre- 
cise principle  these  instru^ions  were  foqnwd. 
And,  as  the  reversal  coald  be  justified  by  no  other 
authority  than  the  law  of  nations,  by  which  they 
were  guided,  the  bw  of  nations,accoiding  to  that 
joint  tribvaal,  condemns  the  principle  here  com- 
Mted.  Whether  the  British  Commissioners  con- 
curred in  these  reversals,  does  sot  appear ;  but 
whether  they  did  or  did  not,  the  decision  was 
equally  bindina^  and  affords  a  precedent  which 
could  not  be  disrespeeted  by  a  like  aueceediDff 
tribunal,  and  ought  not  to  be  without  great 
weight  with  both  nations,  in  like  questions  re- 
curring between  them. 

On  these  {rroands  the  Untied  States  may  justly 
ECcnrd  the  British  captures  and  condemnations 
of^neutral  trade,  with  colonies  of  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  M  violations  of  right;  and  if  rea- 
•oik,  consistency,  or  that  sound  policy  which  can- 
not be  at  variance  with  either,  be  allowed  the 
weight  which  they  ought  to  nave,  the  British 
Government  will  feel  bufficient  motives  to  repair 
the  wrongs  done  in  such  cases  by  its  cruisers  and 
courts. 

But,  apart  from  this  general  view  of  the  sub* 
ject,  a  refusal  to  indemnify  the  sufferers,  in  the 
particular  case  of  the  Aurora,  is  destitute  of  every 
fretezt;  because,  in  the  second  place,  the  contin- 
oity  of  her  voyage  wasclearly  and  palpably  broken, 
aiM  the  trade  converted  into  a  new  character. 

It  has  been  already  noted,  that  the  British  reg- 
olntiott  of  1798  admits  a  direct  trade,  io  time  of 
war,  between  a  belligerent  colony  and  a  neutral 
country  carrying  on  the  trade ;  and  admits,  con- 
sequently, the  legality  of  the  importation  by  the 
Aurora,  from  the  Havana  to  Charleston.  Nor 
has  it  ever  been  pretended  that  a  neutral  nation 
has  not  a  right  to  re-export  to  any  belligerent 
«onntry  whatever  foreign  productions,  not  con- 
traband of  war,  which  may  have  been  duly  in- 


corporated and  naturalized,  as  a  part  of  the  com* 
merciat  stock  of  the  country  re-exporting  it. 

The  question  then  to  be  decided  under  tha 
British  r^ulatioa  itnlf  is,  whether  in  landing 
the  cargo,  paying  the  duties,  and  thus  as  effectu- 
ally qualifying  the  articles  for  the  legal  consump- 
tion of  the  country  as  if  they  bad  been  its  native 
productions,  they  were  not,  at  the  same  timCi 
equally  qoaiifled  with  native  productions  for  ex- 
portation to  a  foreign  market.  That  such  onvbt' 
to  be  the  decision  resnlts  irresistibly  from  the  fol- 
lowiD)^  considerations : 

1.  From  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  inter- 
nal regulations  of  every  country,  where  they  can- 
not be  charged  with  a  temporizing  partiality  to- 
wards particular  belligerent  parties,  or  with  fraud- 
ulent views  towards  all  of  them.  The  regula- 
tions of  the  United  States  on  this  subject  must 
be  free  from  every  possible  imputation,  being  not 
only  fair  in  their  appearance,  but  jast  in  their 
principles,  and  having  continued  the  same  daring 
the  periods  of  war  as  they  were  in  those  of  peaee. 
It  may  be  added,  that  they  probably  correspond^ 
in  every  essential  feature  relating  to  re-exporta- 
tions, with  the  laws  of  other  commercial  coun- 
tries, and  particularly  with  those  of  Great  Britain. 
The  annexed  outline  of  them,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  will  at  once  explain  their  charac- 
ter, and  show  that,  in  the  case  of  the  Aurora, 
every  legal  requisite  was  duly  complied  with. 

2.  From  the  impossibility  of  substitoting  any 
other  admissible  criterion  than  that  of  landing 
the  articles,  and  otherwise  qualifying  them  for 
the  use  of  the  country.  If  this  regular  and  cns- 
tomary  proceeding  be  not  a  barrier  against  fur- 
ther ioqairiea,  where,  it  may  be  asked,  are  the  in- 
quiries to, stop?  By  what  evidence  arc  partien- 
lar  articles  to  be  iaentified  on  the  high  seaa  or 
before  a  foreign  tribunal  t  If  identified,  bow  it 
it  to  be  ascerlaiued  whether  they  were  impoited 
with  a  view  to  the  market  at  home  or  to  a  foreign 
mairket,  or,  as  ought  always  to  be  presumed,  to 
the  one  or  the  other,  as  it  should  happen  to  in- 
vite ?  Or,  if  1o  a  foreieo  market,  whether  to  one 
forbidden  or  permitted  by  the  British  r^ulationsf 
For  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  among  the  modi- 
fications which  her  policy  has  given  to  the  gen- 
eral principle  asserted  by  her,  a  direct  trade  ia 
permitted  to  a  neutral  carrier  irom  a  belligerent 
colony  to  her  ports,  as  well  as  to  those  of  huown 

:  country.  If,  again,  the  landing  of  the  goods,  and 
the  payment  of  thfe  duties,  he  not  suffieient  to 
break  the  continuity  of  the  voyage,  what,  it  may 
be  asked,  is  the  degree  of  internal  change  or  alien- 
ation which  shall  have  that  effect?  May  not  a 
claim  be  set  up  to  trace  the  articles  from  hand  to 
hand,  from  ship  to  ship,  in  the  same  port,  and 
even  from  one  port  to  another  port,  as  long  as 
they  remain  in  the  country?  In  a  word,  in  de- 
parting from  the  simple  criterion  provided  by  tha 
country  itself  for  its  own  legitimate  and  perma- 
nent objects,  it  is  obvious  that,  besides  the  defal- 
cations whicn  might  be  committed  on  our  carry- 
ing trade,  pretexts  will  be  given  to  cruisen  for 
endless  vexations  on  our  commerce  at  large,  and 
that  a  latitude  and  delays  will  accrue  in  the  dia- 
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ttBt  proe«ediQg8  of  Admiralty  Courts  still  more 
raiQoos  aod  intolerable. 

3.  From  the  decision  io  the  British.  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  itself,  given  ia  the  case  of 
the  Polly,  Lasky,  master,  bjr  a  judge  deservedly 
celebrated  for  his  profound  judgment,  which  can- 
not be  suspected  of  leanioe  towards  doctrines 
unjust  or  injurious  to  the  rights  of  his  own  coun- 
try. On  that  occasion  he  expressly  declares :  ''It 
ii  not  my  business  to  say  what  is  uoiversajly  the 
test  of  a  bona  fide  importation.  It  is  argued  that 
it  would  be  sufficient  tbac  the  duties  should  be 
paid,  and  that  the  cargo  should  be  landed.  If 
these  criteria  are  not  to  be  reiorted  to,  I  should 
be  at  a.los*  to  know  what  should  be  the  test ;  and 
I  am  strongly  disposed  to  hold  that  it  would  be 
•nffieient  that  the  goods  should  be  landed  aod 
the  duties  paid."— 2  BohiftaoiC*  RefpoTt$,p.  368-9. 

The  President  has  thought  it  (itoper  that  you 
should  be  furnished  with  such  a  view  of  the  sub- 
ject as  is  here  sketched)  that  you  may  make  the 
use  of  it  best  suited  to  the  occasion.  If  the  trial 
of  the  Aurora  should  not  be  over,  it  is  questiona- 
ble whether  the  Qoveroment  will  interfere  with 
its  courts.  Should  the  trial  be  over,  and  the  sen- 
tence ot  the  Vice  Admfrahy  Court  at  St.  John's 
have  been  confirmed,  you  are  to  lose  no  time  in 
presenting  to  the  British  Qovernment  a  represen- 
tation corresponding  with  the  scc^e  of  these  ob- 
servations; and  in  urging  that  redress  in  the  case 
which  is  equally  due  to  private  justice,  to  the 
lensonable  expectaUons  of  the  United  States,  and 
td  that  confidence  and  harmony  which  ought  to 
be  cherished  between  the  two  nations. 

The  effect  of  the  doctrine. involved  in  the  sea- 
tenee  of  the  court  in  Newfoundland  on  out  ear- 
lying  trade  will  at  once  be  seen  by  you.  The 
average  amount  of  our  re-exportations  for  three 
years,  ending  30ih  September,  1803,  has  been 
tbirty-tWD  million  tliree  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  twenty-one  dollars.  Besides  the  mercantile 
and  navigation  profits,  the  average  revenue  from 
drawbacks  on  goods  re-exported  for  three  years, 
ending  the  thirty-first  December,  1803,  is  one 
hundred  aod  eighty-four  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seveuty-one  dollars,  to  which  is  to  be  ad- 
ded an  uncertain  but  considerable  sum,  consist- 
ing of  duties  paid  on  aiticles  re-exported,  after 
haTing  lost  through  neglect  or  lapse  of  time,  the 
privilege  of  drawuck.  A  very  considerable  por- 
tion of  this  branch  of  trad&  with  all  its  advan- 
tages, will  be  cut  off"  if  tbe  formalities  heretofore 
respected  are  not  to  protect  our  re-exportations. 
iDdeed,  it  is  difficult  to  see  tbe  extent  to  which 
the  apprehended  innovation  may  be  carried  In 
theory,  or  to  estimate  tbe  mischief  which  it  may 
produve  in  practice.^  If  Great  Britaio,  disregard- 
ing tbe  precepts  of  justice^  suffers  herself  to  cal- 
culate the  interest  she  has  m  spoliating  or  al»-idg- 
ine  our  commerce  by  the  value  of  it  lo  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  she  ought  certainly  not  to  forget  that 
the  United  States  must,  in  that  case,  calculate  by 
the  same  standard  the  measures  which  the  uake 
will  afford  for  counteracting  her  unjust  and  un- 
friendly policy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 


Iflr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madisoa. 

LoMBOx,  Auguat  16, 18(& 

Sir:  I  en«laM  yw  a  copy  erf  my  leitm  toLvl 
MalgTRve,  rcUttre  to  the  late-seinm  of  oar  m- 
8«b  by  His  Majesty's  oruisers  in  the  Ckaasd  sid 
North  Sea,  and  of^hts  replies.  I  had  jrettcrdiv 
an  iaterview  with  him  on  the  sttbmt,  in  whiek 
hti  gave  me  a  report  from  each  of  the  Eiog'shv 
officers  in  the  Admtnlty  resvecting  tb«  late  ^eei>> 
ioBs,  and  promised  me  anotner  interview  on  thit 
and  tbe  other'  topics  depending  between  out  Got- 
eraments,  as  soon  at  1  should  desire  it,  after  ixf- 
iog  penned  the  reports.  By  my  note  to  hnn  of 
this  date,  you  will  find  that  I  consider  these^n- 
raents  unsatisfactory  on  tbe  great  question,  «A 
have  asked  another  interview.  It  appears,  kov- 
ever,  by  them,  that  no  lecent  order  has  been  isnti 
by  ibe  Government ;  hence  it  is  probaUs  that  ik 
late  decisions  en  the  ^nt  of  continuity  of  voy- 
age, whieb  hav«  euned  Uie  rastraiaa  on  tut 
commerce  to-  a  gteatar  caamt  tfaaa  beretofti^ 
any  have  fUmisned  to  the  parties  iniensoda 
motive  for  these  seizures.  It  is  emsUy  fnlnbiB 
that  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appws  in  A* 
case  of  the  Essex,"  as  several  of  its  menbmin 
also  members  of  the  Cabinet,  may  have  been  Ro- 
tated by  policy,  to  promote  toe  aavigatioo  of  ti>ii 
country  at  tbe  expense  of  that  ot  the  Uaini 
Sutes.  In  the  late  interview  with  LortI  Mnl- 
grave  rouoh  general  eodversatien  took  p)aM(a 
tbe  subject,  in  which  he  aiMured  me,  in  tbe  noit 
explicit  terms,  that  nothing  was  more  reaotefroo 
the  views  of  his  Government  than  to  take  aa  n- 
friendly  Mtitude  towards  the  United  States;  ke 
assnred  me  also,  that  no  new  orders  hsd  ^ 
issoed,  and  thai  bis  Qovemmeot  was  disposed  to 
doeveryihiof  in  its  p*ww  to  arrange  thissii 
the  otiwr  points  fo  dur  satiaibctioo ;  by  wbic^ 
howeverri  did  not  mtderstand  chat  the  prisciw 
in  this  case  would  be  abandaaed,  though  1  \wt 
it  probable  that  in  Other  respects  much  aeeonuu' 
dation  may  be  obtained  rcdative  to  that  eomasN^ 
Affairs  here  seem  to  be  spproaehiB^  a  crisis.  R 
is  said  that  the  combined  fleets,  having  been  y» 
viously  joined  by  the  Roehefort  sqoadroi, 
entered  Ferrol,  and  that  the  force  now 
thirty-seven  sail-of-the-line.  Sir  Robert  Cm« 
has  joined  Admiral  Oornwallis  before  Brest  Tk 
French  fleet  tbere  consists  of  about  tweBtr**! 
sail-of-the-line.  This  force,  so  nearly  uniterfi* 
a  very  imposing  one.  The  menace  of  iarsnoo 
is  kept  up  and  increased.  Everylbing  seea>  ^ 
indicate  that  an  attempt  will  soob  he  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  r«ap«t 
regards  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

'  JAMES  MONROE. 

No.  1. 
To  Lord  Mulgrsve. 
Dover  Street,  J^V  31, 1805. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  lo  w™ 
Mulgrave,  and  requests  the  honor  of  an  inwmi» 
with  bis  Lordship  on  the  sabjeeis  that  were  w- 
pending  between  their  Governments  at  tbe  ub» 
of  Mr.  Monroe's  depanune  last  Autumn  foi"  b*?*"' 
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ud  potipoDed  at  the  iBStanoe  of  Lord  Harrowbjr 
nntilliis  relura.  These  subjects  will  be  fouod  id 
m  eommaaication  to  Lord  Harrowbjr  of  the  5tb 
of  September  last,  which  cootaio?  a  project  qf  a 
convention  to  define  certain  neutral  rights,  to  dis- 
ttrimiDate  between  American  and  British  seamen, 
and  protect  the  former  from  impressment;  and 
alao  to  establish,  by  a  modification  of  the  conrea- 
tion  entered  iato  by  Lord  Hawkesbary  and  Mr. 
King,  on  the  l£fth  of  May,  1803,  in  the  manner 
proposed,  and  for  tbe  reasons  stated  in  that  com 
manicaiion,  the  boundary  between  tbe  territories 
•f  His  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United  States  on 
their  norihwestern  frontier.  The  two  first  men- 
tioned of  these  topics  have  been  tbe  cause  of 
maeh  irritation  and  eomplaiat  on  tbe  part  of  the 
United  States,  which  cannot  otherwise  than  be 
increased  by  the  principles  which  appear  to  have 
been  adopted  in  some  late  decisions  of  tbe  Court 
of  Admiralty  relative  to  the  commerce  of  ihe 
United  States  with  the  colonies  of  the  enemies  of 
Great  BritatD,  and  with  tbe  parent  country  in  the 
prodoetions  of  such  colonies.  Mr.  Monroe  is  per- 
suaded that  it  is  of  great  importance  to  both  conn- 
tries  to  arrange  these  points  between  them,  and 
he  flatters  himself  thai  it  will  be  easy  to  do  it  on 
terms  that  will  be  equaUy  safe  aud  satisfactory  to 
both  patties. 

No.  2. 

Prom  Lord  Mulgrave. 

DovHiMa  Stbbet,  August  5, 1805. 
Lord  Mulgrave  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  will  have  the  honor  of  appoint* 
ing  a  day  for  receiving  him  at  the  Foreign  Office 
early  neit  week.  Lord  Malgrave  wishes  to  in- 
form himself  of  the  state  of  ue  business  opened 
to  Kiord  Harrowby,  previous  tu  his  conference 
with  Mr.  Monroe. 

No.  3. 

To  Lord  Mulgrave. 

OovEB  Stbbbt,  Augutl  8i  180&. 
Mt  Loan:  The  late  seizures  <^  the  vessels  of 
the  United  States  by  HU  Majesty's  orutsers  is  so 
importaat  an  event  as  to  make  it  my  duty  to  in- 
vite your  Lordship's  attentioa  to  it.  My  Govern- 
meot  will  naturally  expect  of  me  immediately  the 
best  information  1  can  obtain  of  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  measure,  tbe  extent  to  which  it 
has  been  and  will  be  carried,  and  of  the  policy 
which  dictates  it.  Being  in  a  state  of  profound 
peace  with  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  domin- 
ions, conseioos  of  having  cherished  that  relation, 
and  performed  all  its  duties  with  the  most  perfect 
good  laith,  it  will  be  surprised  atanteasurewhich 
will  be  understood  to  breathe  a  contrary  spirit. 
From  ibe  view  which  I  have  of  the  subj^t  I  can 
only  state,  that  many  of  our  vessels  have  been 
brought  in  under  orders  -that  were  equally  vuf 
Itnowo  to  the  parties  that  were  afibcted  by  them, 
and  to  the  representative  of  the  United  Stales 
accredited  with  His  Majesty:  that  tbe  prinotplea 
oa  which  some  of  them  have  beeu  condemned  are 


deaicd  by  oar  GoveniBient,  and,  as  it  Is  eoatendedr 
upon  the  soundest  princi[msof  the  law  of  natiooBb. 
I  wish  to  possess,  and  to  give  correct  information: 
on  tbe  wliole  subject,  and  shall  be  ha|^  that 
your  Lordship  will  enable  me  to  do  it 

It  would  have  been  agreeable  to  me  to  have 
pcMponed  this  inquiry  until  I  should  be  honored 
with  tbe  interview  which  I  requested  of  your 
Lordship  on  the  Stst  ultimo,  and  which  you  bare 
been  so  good  as  to  promise  me  next  week ;  bat 
tbe  iaaportance  of  tbe  subject,  the  impression  that 
the  measure  hat  made  on  the  parties  interested, 
and  doubtleu  will  make  in  the  United  States,  to*' 
gether  with  4he  propriety  of  giving  to  my  Gov^ 
ernraent  suofa  ioforaMtion  as  .is  official  and  atK 
identic  only,  will,  I  flatter  myself,  satisfy  yotw 
Lordship  that  I  coald  not  justify  a  longer  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ny  Lord,  yoor  moct 
obedient,  hnmUe  aervant,        J.  MONROE. 

No.  4. 
From  Lord  Mulgrave. 
DowNiHfl  Street,  August  9,  1805. 

Sib:  I  have  just  received  the  honor  of  yoot 
letter  of  yesterdav's  date,  stating  the  exisienee  of 
some  measures  relative  to  the  vesseb  of  tbe  United 
States,  of  which  you  havecause  to  complain.  Aa 
you  have  not  mentioned  either  tbe  nature  tha 
period  of  tbe  trasanetion  to  which  you  allod^  I 
am  not  enabled  to  give  you  a  satisfactory  anaweii 
and  I  am  not  aware  ox  any  recent  occurrence  ec 
so  pressing  a  nature  as  to  require  an  txplan^sa 
prerious  to  the  day  on  which  I  shall  have  the 
boDor  of  seeiog  you  in  the  course  of  the  next 
week.  If  you  will  inform  me  more  particularly 
of  tbe  ground  of  complaint,  I  shall,  without  de* 
lay,  give  tbe  subject  every  attMktion  in  my  power. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  most  ohedienL 
humble  secvaat,  MULGRAVB. 

No.  5. 
To  Jjord  MnlgTsve. 
Dover  Street,  Augttet  12,  1805. 
Mt  Lord:  I  have  been  honored  with  your 
Lordiihip's  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and  shall  will- 
iogly  comply  with  your  request  in  slating  more 
fully  the  nature  of  tbe  complaint  to  wbico  I  al- 
luded in  mine  of  the  Sih,  and  the  period  within 
which  it  has  occurred.  By  a  report  of  the  Con- 
sul of  the  United  States  for  this  port  and  district 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy, 
it  appears  that,  in  tbe  coarse  of  a  few  weeks  pasL 
about  twenty  American  vessels  have  been  seized 
in  the  Chaoael  and  North  Sea,  by  His  Majesty's 
ships  of  war  aud  privateers,  and  brought  into  bis 
poru  for  trial :  tbe  officers  who  seized  them  slated 
(according  to  the  report  of  some  of  the  masters) 
that  tbey  bad  acted  by  order,  as  is  to  be  presume*^ 
of  the  GtovernmeoL  As  this  proeeedtng  was  sud- 
den, without  notice  and  wiiheut  example  in  the 
conduct  of  the  present  war,  as  It  has  embraced  a 
considerable  number  of  vesselsj  and  may  be  ex- 
tended to  many  others,  it  was  impossible  for  bm 
to  reconcile  it  with  the  friendly  relations  subsistg 
ing  between  the  two  Powers.  It  is,  therefore,  my 
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doty  to  refutst  of  your  Lordship  such  inforiiM- 
tioa  respecting  it,  as  I  may  traniiQit  withoat  de* 
lay  to  my  QoTernmenE.  Of  a  measure  so  highly 
imporfaDt  to  the  rights  aod  interests  of  the  United 
States,  DO  erroneous  opioioo  should  be  formed,  no 
incorrect  idea  entertained. 

It  is  proper  here  to  observe,  that  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  to  which  I  alJuded  in  mine  of  the 
8th,  the  principles  of  which  are  considered  by  my 
Ckirernment  as  subrersive  of  the  eaiablished  law 
of  natioiu,«ere  giTeo  in  the  case  of  the  Bssex" 
a  Cev  veeln  sioec,  and  in  iboae  of  the  "  Enoch" 
and  "Man"  on  the  23d  and  24th  ollimo.  These 
decisions  impose  restraints  on  the  commeree  of 
neu  tral  nations  with  the  enemies  of  C^t  Britain, 
which  it  is  contended  decire  no  sanction  from 
that  authority.  The  princi|de  on  which  they  are 
founded  asserts  a  right  in  Oreat  ^itain  to  restrain 
neutral  nations  from  any  commerce  with  the  col- 
onies of  an  enemy  in  time  of  war  which  they  do 
not  enjoy  in  time  of  peace;  or,  in  other  words, 
denies,  in  respect  to  neutrals,  the  sovereignty  of 
an  enemy  in  time  of  war  over  its  own  colonies, 
which  remain  in  other  respects  subject  to  its  au- 
thority, and  governed  by  its  laws.  It  cannot  well 
be  conceived  how  there  should  be  a  difference  on 
prinoiple,  in  the  rights  of  neutral  Powers,  to  a 
oonmerce  between  anv  two  ports  of  an  enemy, 
not  regalarly  blockaded,  and  any  other  two  of  its 
ports:  how  It  should  be  iawAil  to  carry  on  such 
commerce  from  one  port  to  another  of  tne  parent 
eoDDtry,  and  not  from  its  colonies  to  ^e  parent 
country.  As  the  Board  of  Commissioners  under 
the  seventh  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794,  in  revis- 
ing the  decisions  of  the  British  conrts  founded  on 
the  instructions  of  November  6, 1793,  ctmdemned 
this  doctrine,  there  was  just  cause  to  expect  that 
it  would  never  have  been  revived.  It  in  under- 
stood that  no  other  Power  admits  it,  and  that  it  is 
also  repugnant  to  the  practice  of  Great  Britain 
herself  with  respect  to  her  own  colonies  in  lime 
of  war.  It  is  easy  to  show  that  the  doctrine  is  of 
modern  date  even  in  England;  that  the  decisions 
of  her  courts  have  not  been  uniform,  and  that 
those  in  the  cases  referred  to  hare  carried  the 
pretension  to  an  extend  which,  by  assuming  cog- 
&izaoce,if  not  jurisdiction,  in  tlie  interior  con- 
eems  of  the  United  States,  is  utterly  ioeompali- 
Ue  with  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  and  the  self- 
respect  which,  as  an  independent  nation,  they  can 
never  lose  sight  of.  I  forbear,  however,  to  enter 
further  into  tliis  subject  at  present,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  I  shall  be  honored  with  such  inlorma' 
tion  from  your  Lordship  of  the  views  of  His 
Majestv's  Government  as  will  be  satisfactory  to 
that  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bej  my  Lord,  dtc. 

JAMES  MONROE., 

No.  6. 
From  Lord  Mnlgrave. 
DowNiHG  Street,  Augtat  12, 1805. 
Lord  Molgrare  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  will  be  very  happy  to  see  him 
•t  his  office  on  Thnrsdaj  next,  at  two  o'clock. 


No.  7. 
To  Lord  Mulgrave. 

Dover  Street,  Au^t  12, 1805. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord 
Mulerare,  and  will  do  himself  the  honor  to  viit 
on  him  at  his  office  on  Thursday  next,  at  two 
o'clock.  He  has  the  pleasure  to  sen^  his  LtHdikip 
a  reply  to  bis  letter  of  the  9th  iiHtauL 

No  8. 
To  Lord  Molgrave. 

Dover  Street,  Atxutt  16, 1805. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  complimeals  to  Lorf 
Mulgrave,  and  has  the  honor  to  return  his  Lord* 
ship  the  papers  which  he  was  so  ^ood  aa  lo  de> 
liver  him  yesterday.  Mr.  Monroe  is  sorry  to  find 
that  those  documents  furnish  no  salisfactorf  ex* 
planation  on  ihe  real  ground  of  complaiat  oo  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  hisletta 
of  the  12th  ;  he  will,  therefore,  be  happy  to  lee 
Lord  Mulgrave  again  on  the  subject,  as  soon  at  it 
may  be  convenient  forhis  Lordship  to  receireltim. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LonooN,  AvgUMt  20, 180B. 
Sir:  I  had  ah  interview  with  Lord  Mnl^rrare 
yesterday,  on  the  late  seizure  of  our  vessels,  which, 
I  am  sorry  to  observe,  presented  the  prospect  oft 
less  favorable  result  than  I  had  anticipated  from 
the  preceding  one.  He  asserted  the  priociple,  ia 
the  fullest  extent,  that  a  neutral  Power  had  do 
right  to  a  commerce  with  the  colonies  of  id 
enemy  in  time  of  war  which  it  had  not  in  time 
of  peace,  and  every  extension  of  it  in  a  fonoer 
state,  beyond  the  limit  of  the  latter,  was  due  to  the 
concession  of  Great  BritaiOj  not  to  the  right  of 
the  neutral  Power.  I  denied  the  principle  ii 
equal  extent,  and  insisted  that  Great  Briuin  had 
no  more  right  in  war  to  interpose  with  or  cooind 
the  commerce  of  a  neatral  Power  with  the  eolo> 
uies  of  an  enemy,  than  she  had  in  peace.  Asm 
could  not  agree  on  the  principle.  1  asked  on  what 
footing  bis  Government  was  witting  to  place  the 
trade?  His  reply  showed  that  it  was  not  di»> 
posed  to  relax  in  the  slightest  degree  from  the  do^ 
trine  of  the  late  decrees  of  the  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty and  Appeals,  which  go  to  cut  op  by  the 
roots  the  commerce  ef  the  United  Stales  iatbe 
produce  of  the  colon  ies  of  its  enemies,  other  ibso 
for  the  home  consumption  of  their  citizens.  1 
tirged,  in  as  strong  terms  as  I  could,  the  obje^ 
tions  which  occurred  to  me  to  this  prelei»ii>o- 
but  he  showed  no  disposition  to  aceommodate,M 
that  we. parted  as  remote  from  an  accord  as  pot* 
sibly  could  be.  I  asked  Lord  Mulgrave  whether 
I  ahoQld  consider  the  seoliraents  which  he  ex- 
pressed as  those  of  his  Government  ?  He  >wl 
he  had  in  the  commencement  expressed  a  desire 
that  OUT  conversations  should  be  considered  raibec 
as  informal  than  official,  as  entered  into  moreii 
the  hope  of  producing  an  accord  thao  in  the  e:^ 
pectatiott  thoit  we  should  ultimately  disagrK; 
that  he  was  sorry  to4nd  that  we  could  not  agree; 
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that,  howerer,  he  sbonld  report  ibe  result  to  the 
Cabinet,  and  gire  me  sucb  an  answer  to  my  let- 
ters for  mj  Gorernmeatj  of  the  views  t^  bis  own, 
U  it  might  wish  to  be  taken  of  ita  eondoct  and 
policy  in  thti  business.  I  do  not  state  the  argtt- 
ments  that  were  used  in  tbe  conference  on  each 
ude,  because  those  of  Lord  Mulgrave  wilt  prol>- 
mtiiy  be  furnished  by  himself,  and  you  will  readily 
coneeiTe  those  to  which  I  resorted.  What  the 
ubitnaie  decision  of  his  Qovernment  may  be,  I 
caoDot  pretend  to  say.  It  is  possible  that  he  held 
the  tone  meoiiooed  above,  in  the  late  coaference, 
to  see  whether  I  could  be  prevailed  on  to  accom- 
modate with  bis  views.  It  is  difficult  to  believe 
that  it  will  yield  no  accommodation  on  its  part 
to  our  Jnst  daims,  in  the  present  sUte  of  pnolic 
afiairs. 

In  mjr  former  interview  with  Lord  Mulgrave, 
he  said  that  I  should  find,  by  tbe  reports  which 
he  gave  me,  that  most  of  the  vessels  had  been  dis- 
missed ;  and  it  appeared  by  the  reports  that  some 
of  them  had  been,  one  or  two  on  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
lAwrenee,  counsel  for  the  captured,  which  had 
heen  taken  in  the  absence  of  (he  King's  proctor. 
I  retorned  to  him  the  reports,  to  obtain  copies  for 
you.  Geueral  Lyman  has  informed  me  that 
others  have  been  since  dismissed,  and,  as  be 
thoui^hi,  some  that  had  been  seized  on  tbe  new 
doctrme  of  cootiouity  of  voyage^  though  nothing 
to  countenance  such  an  expectation  escaped  Lord 
Halgrave  in  the  last  conference. 

It  is  decided,  on  consideraiion  of  all  circum- 
stance^ that  Mr.  Bowdoin  will  repair  to  Paris, 
where  he  will  probably  remaio  until  be  receives 
the  orders  of  (he  President,  and  that  Mr.  Erviog 
will  proceed  immediately  to  Madrid,  to  relieve  Mr. 
PiDCKney.  Mr.  Bowdoin,  by  bein^  on  that  ground, 
will  be  more  in  the  way  of  obeying  such  orders 
as  he  may  receive,  than  here ;  and  both  he  and 
Mr.  Brving,  respectively,  may  perhaps  take  their 
yronnd  with  gmter  propriety  in  this  stage,  while 
u  is  known  that  our  Government  has  not  aoted, 
Htm  afterwards. 

t  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
Tcry  obedient  serfant, 

JAMBS  MONROB. 

No.  34.. 

Mr.  Mimioe  to  lb.  Madison. 

LoifDoif,  September  26, 1805. 

Si> :  I  have  already  forwarded  you  copies  of 
two  letters  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  respecting  the  late 
aeizure  of  American  vessels,  and  yon  wul  receive 
with  this  a  copy  of  a  third  one.  His  Lordship  has. 
endeavored  to  manage  this  business  without  writ- 
ing.from  a  desire,  which  has  been  very  apparent,  to 
get  rid  of  it  without  any  eompromitment.  With 
that  view  be  ^ve  me,  in  an  early  interview,  a 
report  of  the  King's  advocate  general  and  proctor 
on  my  first  letter,  which  had  been  referred  to 
them,  which  gave  some  ezplanaiton  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  he  might  suppose  would  be  satisfac- 
tory. I  soon,  however,  assured  him  that  it  was 
not,  and  pressed  an  answer  to  my  letlent,  which 


was  promised,  but  which  has  not  yet  been  given. 
A  few  days  before  Mr.  Brving  left  this  for  the 
continent,  I  requested  him  to  ask  Mr.  Hammond 
when  I  should  be  favored  with  one.  X  send  you 
a  note  the  eooversaitoa  between  them.  Hav- 
ing waited  some  time  longer,  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  press  tbe  point  again,  and,  in  so  doing,  to 
expose  as  foll^  as  I  could  the  fallacy  and  injus- 
tice of  tbe  principle  on  which  Great  Britain  as- 
serts the  right  to  interdict  our  coinniorce  with  tbe 
ct^onies  ol  her  enemies,  and  elsewhere  in  tbe 
productions  of  those  colonies.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  an  answer  to  this  or 
the  other  letters.  The  presumption  is  against  it, 
becaufte  she  does  not  wish  to  tie  up  her  hands 
from  doing  what  her  interest  may  dictate,  in  case 
the  new  combinaliop  with  Russia  and  Austria 
should  be  successful  against  France.  In  tbe  mean 
time  she  seeks  to  tranquillize  us  by  dismissing 
our  vessels  in  every  case  that  she  possibly  can. 
It  is'evident  to  those  who  attend  the  trials,  that 
the  tone  of  the  judge  has  become  more  moderate ; 
that  he  acquits  whenever  he  can  acquit  our  ves- 
sels, and^  keeping  witbin  the  precedent  of  tbe 
Essex,  seizes  every  fact  that  the  papers  or  other 
evidence  furnish,  in  the  cases  which  occar.  to 
bring  them  witbin  that  limit.  If  anything  can 
be  done  in  our  affairs,  it  may  be  in  a  week  or  ten 
days ;  and  if  not  done  in  that  time,  it  most  proba- 
bly will  not  be  during  the  present  winter.  I  shall 
do  everything  in  my  power  to  bring  them  to  a  sat- 
isfactory conclusion. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
very  obedient  servant 

JAMES  MONROE. 
P.  S.  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Armstrong,  by  Mr.  Erving. 


^         No.  35. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  October  18, 1806. 
Sib:  I  sent  you  lately,  by  Colonel  Mercer,  my 
note  to  Lord  Mulgrave  oi  the  S3d  ultimo,  relative 
to  the  late  seizures  of  our  vessels,  in  which  I 
thought  proper  to  advert,  at  the  conclasiion,  to  th« 
other  topics  that  were  depending  when  I  left 
this  country  for  Spain.  I  endeavored  to  touch 
those  topics,  especially  the  insults  in  oar  ports 
and  impressment  of  our  seamen,  in  a  manner  to 
show  a  due  sensibility  to  sucb  outrages,  and,  if 
possible,  to  conciliate  this  Government  to  concur 
in  a  suitable  arrangement  to  prevent  the  like  in 
future.  It  seemed  to  be  improper,  and  it  was 
certainly  useless,  to  touch  them  without  express- 
ing the  sense  which  the  President  entertained  of 
the  injury  and  indignity  to  which  the  United 
States  had  thereby  been  exposed.  The  actswere 
of  a  nature  to  require  it,  and  the  conduct  of  this 
Government  since  had  increased  the  obligation  to 
do  it.  It  appeared,  also,  by  your  letters,  which 
were  received  by  Mr.  Purviance  in  my  absence, 
that  the  President  expected  that  this  Government 
would  make  such  an  example  of  the  officers  who 
had  most  signalized  themselves  by  their  miscon- 
duct, as  would  serve  as  a  warning  to  the  com- 
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manders  of  other  ressels  who  may  hereafter  seek 
shelter  or  hospitality  in  our  ports.  This  had  not 
been  done.  On  the  contrary,  I  was  informed  by 
the  best  authority,  that  Captain  Bradley,  of  the 
Caihhrian,  whose  conduct  had'b^en  most  offen- 
stre,  bad  been  promoted,  tmmedtatelyon  bis  return, 
to  the  command  of  a  ship-of-the-fine.  By  that 
measure,  which  prejudged  the  case,  this  Govern- 
ment seemed  to  have  adopted  those  acts  of  its 
officers  as  its  own,  and  even  to  annoonee  to  all 
others  that  the  commission  of  like  asgressions 
within  our  jurisdiction  would  pave  the  way  to 
their  preferment.  It  is  said,  it  is  true,  that'the 
translation  of  an  officer  from  a  frigate  to  a  ship-of- 
the-line  is  not  considered  in  all  cases  a  promotion, 
or,  more  correctly  peaking,  is  not  such  a  one  as 
is  solicited  hy  the  officers  of  the  navy.  The  com- 
mand of  a  frigate  on  a  separate  station,  especially 
one  which  anords  an  opportunity  to  make  prizes, 
is  often  preferred  by  theid  to  that  of  a  ship-of-the- 
line  in  a  fleet,  and  mav  perhaps  be  deemed  a 
more  important  trastby  the  Gkjvernment,  Osten- 
sibly, however,  and  in  effect,  it  Is  a  promotion ; 
the  least,  therefore,  that  could  be  said  of  the  dis- 
position which  this  Government  has  shown  re- 
uKCtins  the  misconduct  of  that  officer,  was,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  the  cause,  it  certainly  formed 
no  obstacle  to  his.  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  seemed  to  be  impossible  to  separate  the  officer  ; 
from  the  Government  in  these  outrages,  and  quite  ' 
useless  to  demand  the  censure  of  him.  I  thought 
it,  therefore,  most  advisable  in  the  present  stage, 
at  least,  to  treat  the  affair  in  a  general  way,  rather 
than  in  reference  to  a  particnlar  occurrence;  and 
in  looking  to  the  offensive  object,  and  paying  any 
regard  to  what  was  due  to  the  United  States,  the 
manner  was  as  eoAciliating  ts  I  eoald  make  iL 

Having  waited  near  three  weeks  after  my  let- 
ter of  the  23d  ultimo  ,to  Lord  Mulgrave,  witboat 
Rearing  from  him,  I  wrote  him  on  the  lOth  in- 
stant, and  stated  that,  by  the  permission  of  the 
President,  I  proposed  to  sail  to  the  United  Slates 
this  aotuiiio,  and,  as  (he  favorable  season  was  far 
advanced,  wished  to  depart  with  the  least  possible 
delay;  that  I  should  be  happy  to  see  the  interest- 
ing concerns  depending  between  our  Governments 
satisfactorily  arranged  before  1  sailed;  that  I  had 
been,  and  should  continue  to  be.  prepared  to  enter 
on  them  while  I  remained  in  England;  and  that 
the  time  of  my  departure  would  be  made  subser- 
vient to  that  very  important  object.  To  this  note 
I  received,  fiome  days  afterwards,  a  short  answer, 
which  promised  as  early  a  reply  to  my  commu- 
nication as  the  additional  matter  contained  in 
that  of  the  23d  ultimo  would  permit.  Having 
taken  the  liberty  to  inform  yon  from  Madrid  tfa^t 
I  should  sail  for  the  United  States  soon  after  my 
arrival  here,  it  was  my  intention,  after  making  a 
fair  experiment  to  arrange  the  concerns  of  this 
Oovernment,  to  have  departed  forthwith,  be  the 
success  of  it  what  it  might.  1  considered  myself 
as  having  the  permission  of  the  President  to  re- 
turn home  after  such  an  experiment,  and  it  was 
very  much  my  wish,  and  that  of  my  family,  to 
avail  ourselves  of  it.  But,  uafortuoately,  at  that 
period,  the  seizure^  whion  had  just  before  com> 


meneed,  began  to  ■ssntne  a  serious  aspect.  IiIm- 
eamre  my  duty,  in  my  first  letter  to  Lord  Mulgnre, 
to  notice  them,  and  they  soon  claimed  the  priaei- 
pal  Bttentton.  On  the  lOtb,  however,  I  ibooglit 
myself  perfectly  at  liberty  to  give  notice  of  my 
intention  to  defrart,  in  a  guarded  manner.  I  bu 
already  said  everything,  in  my  several  commBsi- 
cations  on  the  subjects  that  were  depending,  thtt 
[  intended  to  say,  unless  it  should  be  made 
sary  to  add  more  by  a  reply  to  them ;  I  had  tlw 
waited  in  vain  a  sufficient  time  for  a  re[)ly',  1 
could  not  depart  without  giving  timely  notice  of 
it.  especially  after  the  late  correspondence ;  and 
the  season  was  so  far  advanced,  Uiat,  if  I  with- 
held it  longer,  I  should  be  exposed  to  a  wioter 
passage,  or  compelled  to  remain  until  the  spriog. 
It  was  on  these  considerations  that  I  wrote  tbf 
above  mentioned  note  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  id  tbe 
hope  of  promoting,  without  longer  delar,  a  nti^ 
factory  arran^ment  of  the  points  aHaded  to. 
Bat  so  vagae  is  his  answer^  that  it  is  ipiitc  out  of 
my  power  to  determine  at  this  time  whether  it 
will  be  proper  for  me  to  sail  or  not  in  the  course 
of  the  present  season.   Indeed,  there  is  batoM 
vessel  now  in  port,  destined  to  the  United  Blitt^ 
in  which  I  should  wish  to  embark  with  lAy  fsmilf 
at  so  late  a  period.   She  will  be  commanded 
Captain  Tompkins,  fbr  Norfolk,  who,  I  aaitt- 
stand,  proposes  to  set  out  in  the  beginning  of  oeit 
month.   By  that  time  I  shall  probably  see  more 
fully  into  the  ultimate  intentions  and  policy  of 
this  Government  towards  the  United  Stales;  ind 
I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  that,  if  I  sail  daring 
the  present  autumn,  it  wilt  be  in  that  vessel. 

I  nave  no  doubt  ibat  the  seizure  of  onr  vends 
was  a  deliberate  act  of  this  Government.  I  dt 
not  know  that  the  measure  was  regularly  nV- 
milled  to  and  decided  in  the  Cabinet,  bot  I  am 
satisfied  that  that  departmeDt  of  it^  baring  cog- 
nizaoce  of  and  eoatrol  over  the  basmess,  dtctam 
the  measure.  The  eireumstances  aiteodiog  the 
transaction  justify  this  opinioe.  Before  the  co- 
alition with  Russia  and  Sweden,  the  commem 
was  free.  The  blow  was  given  when  that  coali- 
tion was  formed.  Great  Britain  has  shown  maeh 
political  management  in  the  whole  of  thisaffi|ir. 
By  the  emendaiory  anicle  of  her  treatjr  witii 
Russia,  in  1801,  the  latter  abandons  the  rigbtto 
the  direct  trade  betweeo  the  colonies  ofaDenfOI 
and  the  parent  country,  and  agrees'  to  rest  oo  tbe 
ground  which  the  United  States  may  boldin  tlul 
respect.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  she  decliiw 
the  seizure  before  the  coalition  was  formed  witi 
the  Northern  Powers^  lest  it  might  alarm  thenui 
endanger  the  coalition;  and  that  she  made  the 
seizure  afterwards,  on  the  idea,  that,  as  they  were 
embarked  in  the  war  with  her,  they  would  be- 
come indifferent  to  the  object,  and  leave  her  free 
to  push  her  pretensions  against  us.  The  maantf 
in  which  the  pressure  is  made,  being  through  the 
Admiralty  Court,  on  a  pretext  that  the  trade  a 
direct,  although  tbe  articles  were  landed  in  our 
ports  and  the  duties  paid  on  them,  isequslly  * 
proof  of  management  on  her  part.  It  was  obri- 
ously  intended  to  urge,  (indeed  Lord  Mulgrave  la 
our  first  interview  b^ao  by  urging,)  that  there 
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liadbeeDiioMwveasar^thattbeGgTernment  had 
not  acted  ia  the  basioess,  while  the  court,  hy  coa- 
sideriog  everjr  species  of  that  commerce  direct, 
and  every  accommodatioa  oa  the  part  of  oar  ctt- 
izeos  with  previous  regutatioDs  irauduleDt  and 
evasive,  should  push  the  preteosioos  of  the  Qov- 
eroment  to  such  an  extent  as  to  aoQihilate  it  al- 
together. Lord  Mulgrave  insisted  t  □  express  terms, 
in  the  second  interview,  that  we  ought  not  to  carry 
it  on  at  all  with  the  parent  couotrr ;  that  the  im- 
portation into  our  country  ought  to  be  coofined 
strictly  to  supplies  necessary  for  home  consump- 
tioQ.  I  am  equallv  confident  that  if  Great  Bri- 
tain should  succeed  in  establishing  her  pretensions 
waiust  U8,  she  would  avail  herself  hereafter  of 
the  example  with  Uie  Northern  Powers.  It  is, 
therefore,  a  question  of  great  importance  to  them 
also. 

With  respect  to  oar  other  concenu  with  dreat 
Britain,  I  am  sorry  to  that  I  do  not  see  any 
prospect  of  arranging  them  on  Jjost  and  reasonable 
terms  at  the  present  time.  No  disposition  has 
been  shown  to  prescribe,  by  treaty,  any  restraint 
on  the  impressmeot  of  oar  searacn  whenever  the 
Gorcrnment  may  be  disposed,  or  even  when  any 
oT  its  officers  in  the  West  Indies  or  elsewhere 
may  think  fit.  On  the  sul^ect  of  boaudai-y  no- 
thing has  been  lately  said,  nor  does  there  appear 
to  be  any  inclination  to  enter  ou  it.  I  have  also 
reAsoQ  to  thiak  that  this  Govemmeut  is  equally 
disposed  to  postpone  an  arrangement  of  our  com- 
merce in  general,  by  treaty,  for  any  number  of 
year*.  On  this  point,  however,  I  cannot  speak 
with  so  much  confideoce  as  on  the  others,  having 
nerer  made  any  propositien  that  was  c^alated 
to  obtain  an  explicit  declaration  of  ito  sentiments. 
The  eonrersations  which  I  had  with  Lords 
Ba«kesbaryandHarrowbybeforeIwentloSp>aia, 
on  the  other  subjects,  naturally  bronght  thi^t  into 
view ;  but  being  incidentally,  it  was  only  slightly 
touched*  The  proposition  which  was  made  by 
the  latter,,  to  consider  the  treaty  of  179i  in  force, 
was  a  temporary  expedient,  not  a  permanent  reg- 
nUtion.  From  that  circurasiance,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  spoke  of  that  treaty,  I  conclu- 
ded that  their  Government  would  be  willing  to 
revive  it  for  an  equat  term.  It  might,  however, 
have  been  made  only  to  obtain  delay.  Yon  will 
observe  that  jn  my  note  of  the  23d  ultimo  I  have  ta- 
ken the  liberty  to  mention  the  subject  in  a  manner 
Co  show  that  it  is  not  one  to  which  the  United 
States  are  indifferent,  or  which  the  President 
wiebes  to  postpone.  Altboagb  I  bare  no  power 
In  rorm  a  treaty  of  so  compieheDsive  a  nature^ 
yet  I  ihonght  I  might  with  proiHiety  open  the 
snbjeet,  so  &r  at  least  as  to  ascertain  the  views  t>f 
this  Govamment  on  it  for  yonr  inCbrmatioo. 

On  a  review  of  the  conduct  of  this  Govem- 
ment  towards  the  United  States,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  warr  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  the  delay  wbtoh  has  been  sostudioui^y  sought, 
in  all  these  concerns,  is  the  part  of  a  system,  and 
that  it  is  intended,  as  ciroumstanoes  &vor,  to  sub- 
ject our  comaaerce  at  present  and  hereafter  to 
•very  restraint  ia  their  power.  It  is  certain  that 
the  greatest  jealonsy  ia  entertataed  of  our  present 


and  incieasing  prosperity,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 

nothing  which  is  likely  to  succeed  will  be  left  un- 
tried to  impair  it.  That  this  sentiment  has  taken 
a  deep  hold  of  the  public  councils  here  was  suffi- 
cieuily  proved  by  the  late  seizures,  being  at  a  time  ' 
when  the  state  of  ourafiairs  with  Spain  menaced 
a  rupture,  from  which  Great  Britain  could  not 
fail  to  derive  the  most  solid  advantages.  It  was 
natural  to  expect,  especially  when  we  advert  to 
the  then  critical  situation  of  this  country,  that 
the  Qoveruraent  would  have  seized  the  oppor- 
tunity to  promote  that  object  by  a  more  just  and 
enligntened  policy.  The  part,  however,  which  it 
acted  was  calculated,  so  far  as  depended  on  it,  to 
prevent  one.  It  proves  satisfactorily  that  no  event 
IS  deemed  more  unfavorable  to  Great  Britain  than 
the  growing  importataee  of  tfae  United  States,  and 
that  it  is  a  primary  object  of  her  Government  to 
check,  if  not  to  crush  it.  Tt  is  possible  that  this 
Government  may  be  influenced  in  its  conduct  by 
a  belief  that  the  United  States  will  not  revive 
the  treaty  of  1794,  unless  they  be  driven  to  it  by 
such  means.  It  may  also  be  attributable  to  policy 
still  more  unfriendly.  There  is  cause  to  believe 
that  many  prejudiees  are  stUl  fostered  here  in  cer- 
tain circles  at  least,  which  the  experience  of  mul- 
tiplied and  striking  facts  ought  long  since  to  have 
swept  away.  Among  these  it  is  proper  to  men- 
tion an  opinion,  which  many  do  not  hesitate  to 
avow,  that  the  United  States  are,  by  the  nature 
of  their  Government,  being  popular,  incapable  of 
any  great,  vigorous,  or  persevering  exertion :  that 
they  cannot,  Tor  example,  resist  a  system  of  com- 
mercial hostility  from  this  country,  but  most  yield 
to  the  pressure.  It  is  useless  to  mention  other  pr^ 
judices  stilt  more  idle,  which  had  influence  on 
past  measures  and  certainly  still  exist  with  many 
of  great  consideration.  With  such  a  view  of 
their  interest,  of  the  means  of  promoting  it,  and 
the  coD&dence  which  is  entertained  of  success,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  their  iatention  to  push 
their  fortune  in  every  practicable  line  at  our  ex- 
pense. The  late  seizure  is  probably  an  experiment 
on  this  principle  of  what  the  United  States  will 
bear,  and  the  delay  which  is  observed  in  answer- 
ing my  letters,  only  an  expedient  to  give  the  Gov- 
ernment time  to  see  its  enect.  If  it  succeeds  they 
will,  I  presume,  pursue  the  advantage  gained  to 
the  greatest  extent,  in  all  the  relations  subsisting 
between  the  tw9  countries,  more  especially  in 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  the  prostration 
and  pillage  of  oar  commerce  through  the  war, 
and  in  the  more  elevated  tone  of  the  Government 
in  a  future  negotiation.  If  it  fails,  I  am  equally 
confident  that  their  whole  syste&  of  conduct  to- 
wards the  United  States  wiu  change^  and  that  it 
would  then  he  easy  to  adjust  our  afiairs  with  this 
country,  and  place  them  on  an  equal  and  a  reoip- 
rQcally  advantageous  footing.  Perhaps  no  time, 
was  ever  more  favorable  for  resisting  these  un- 
just encroachments  than  the  present  one.  The 
conduct  of  our  Government  is  universally  known 
to  have  been  just,  friendly,  and  conciliating  to^ 
wards  Great  Britain,  while  the  attack  by  her 
Government  on  the  United  States  is  as  aoiver- 
sally  known  to  he  uqjust,  wanton,  tud  nnpro- 
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Toked.  The  measure  has  woundt^  deeply  the  in- 
terests of  maDv  or  her  owd  people,  and  is  act  a 
popular  ooe.  The  Uaited  Slates  furnish  them 
at  all  times  one  of  the  best  markets  for  their  man* 
ufactures,  and  at  present  almost  the  only  one. 
Her  colonies  are  dependent  on  as.  Harassed  as 
they  are  already  with  war,  and  the  menaces  of  a 
powerful  adversary,  a  state  of  hostility  with  us 
would  probably  go  far  to  throw  this  country  into 
confusion.  It  is  an  event  which  the  ministry 
would  find  it  difficult  to  resist,  and  therefore  can- 
not, I  presume,  be  wiUing  to  encounter. 

Bat  is  it  safe  for  the  Uaited  States  to  attempt 
a  vindication  of  their  ri^ts  and  interests  in  a  de- 
einve  manner  with  Spaia  and  Britain  at  the  same 
time?  Will  it  not  unite  ih«m  against  us,  and 
do  us  most  essential  injury  1  This  is  certainly  a 
Tery  troportaot  consideration,  and  will  of  course 
be  matureW  weighed  by  our  Government.  In 
my  view  orthe  subject  the  cases  do  not  interfere. 
We  probably  shall  never  be  able  to  settle  oar  con- 
cerns with  either  Power  without  pushing  our  just 
claims  on  each  with  the  greatest  decision.  At 
present,  though  at  war  with  each  other^  they  har- 
monize in  a  system  of  aggression  against  us,  as 
far  as  it  is  possible  in  such  a  state.  Is  it  not  pre- 
sumable, then,  that  at  peace  their  harmony  will 
be  greater  and  its  effects  more  injurious?  It 
seems  to  be  a  ^uestioo,  simply,  whether  we  will 
r«sist  their  unjust  pressure  at  this  time  or  defer  it 
to  some'  other  opporlunity,  and  surely  none  can 
be  more  favorable  for  us  or  less  so  for  them.  They 
are  now  respectively  much  in  our  power.  We 
can  wound  both  essentially  should  it  ne  necessary 
to  push  things  to  that  extremity^  witboat  receiv- 
ing much  comparative  injury  la  return.  I  am 
strong  in  the  opinion  that  a  pressure  on  each  at 
the  same  time  would  produce  a  good  effect  with 
the  other.  Success  with  either  could  not  well 
fail  to  produce  it  with  the  other.  1  am  far  from 
tbintting  that  the  incident  with  Britain  should 
change  our  conduct  towards  Spain,  or  that  the 
necessity  we  may  be  under  to  push  our  pretensions 
vfitb  Spain  should  relax  our  exertions  against 
Great  Britain.  Some  coniii derations  indeed  occur 
which  make  it  probable  that  the  latter  incident 
was  a  fortunate  one.  By  pressing  both  at  the 
same  time  Franca  may  find  herself  relieved  from 
a  dtletnma,  in  which  a  pressure  on  Spain  alone 
might  place  her,  in  consideration  of  her  conduct 
in  the  late  negotiation ;  and  bein^;  desirous  to  en- 
courage our  misunderstanding  with  England,  she 
may  be  prompted  to  promote  an  adjustment  of 
our  differences  with  Spain,  to  leave  us  free  to  push 
the  object  with  Eogtaad.  As  these  subjects  have 
been  practically  much  under  my  view,  in  the  trusts 
with  which  I  have  been  honored  by  toe  President, 
and  have  entirely  engrossed  my  attention,  I  have 
thought  it  would  be  agreeable  to  yoa  to  receive 
the  result  of  my  reflections  on  them. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
very  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

P.  8.  October  25.  I  have  just  had  an  interview 
with  Mr.  Haramtmd,  in  whioh  I  asked  bim  when 


I  should  obtain  an  answer  from  Lord  Halgrave. 
He  assured  me  that  the  subject  was  under  die 
consideration  of  the  Cabinet,  and  (hat  it  wu  in- 
tended to  give  me  as  early  an  answer  ai  its  owa 
importance  and  the  other  very  important  cod- 
cerns  of  the  Qovernment  woald  permit:  tbiti 
knew  they  were  contending  for  their  existeoee  j 
&e.   I  told  him  that  I  was  detained  here  by  ibat  | 
basiness  alone,  and  should  have  sailed  long  line*  | 
for  the  United  States  had  bis  Government  pUeed 
our  afiiiirs  on  such  a  footing  as  to  have  eoabM 
me:  that  we  wanted  nothing  but  what  wis  jiit  i 
and  reasonable.  Nothing  else  material  passed  ia 
the  interview  j  Mr.  Bowdoin  sailed  for  the  con- 
tinent about  ten  days  since.  I  have  not  heard  of 
his  arrival  in  Holland,  and  fear,  as  the  winds  bate  ! 
been  unfavorable,  that  he  has  had  a  bad  passage. 
Captain  Tompkins  will  not  sail  until  Febraaff, 
so  that  there  is  no  prospeel  of  an  immediate  pu* 
sage  in  bis  vessel.  j 

No.  37.  j 
Mr.  M<Huoa  to  Mr.  Madison.  .  | 
London,  Ndv.  36, 1805. 
Sir:  I  hasten  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  i 
letter  which  I  received  yesterday  from  Lord  Mai- 
grave,  in  reply  to  mine  of  Aujgust  IS  and  Sep-  i 
tember  23.  From  the  length  or  time  which  hu  j 
elapsed,  and  other  circumstances,  I  had  almost  | 
concluded  that  his  Government  had  resolved  aot  j 
to  enter  on  the  subject,  btit  to  leave  me  to  get  its  j 
determination  as  I  could'  ^m  the  decisions  of  ibe  : 
Admiralty.   I  find,  however,  with  much  satisfo^ 
tlon,  that  it  is  intended  to  take  it  up;  wbeaee 
there  is  some  cause  to  presume  that  the  bonnes 
may  yet  be  placed  on  a  satisfactory  footing.  I 
shall  not  fail  to  cherish  a  disposition  to  sqcH  ib  j 
adjosiment  bjr  all  the  means  in  my  power,  ««>  i 
inform  yon  without  delay  of  whatever  may  oeear 
in  it. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your  ' 
very  obedient  servant. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 

Ijord  MnlgraTe  to  Mr.  Monroe.  | 
DowNiJf «  SrnBBT,  Nov.  25, 180S. 
Sir;  Upon  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
nature  and  importance  of  the  question  which  too 
have  opened  in  the  two  facial  notes  which  I  bad 
the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  and  idTerlingto 
the  grounds  of  reasoning  upon  which  you  hare 
principally  rested  your  representations,  I  deemed 
It  indispensably  necessary  to  a  due  discussion  of 
the  subject,  that  a  reference  should  be  made  by  , 
me  to  those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  all  the 
circumstances  respecting  the  decisions  which 
have  taken  place,  and  the  rules  which  have  been 
established  m  our  courts  of  adminlty  and  appetl* 
as  well  as  with  the  principles  and  practice  ac- 
cord ing  to  which  the  law  is  therein  administered. 
1  have  not  yet  received  any  report  in  conseqaente 
of  the  reference  which  1  nave  made,  but  i  hope 
at  no  distant  period  to  be  cnaUed  to  give  t  full 
and,  I  trait,  coqelufive  answer  upon  this  bumI 
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imporuot  point.  I  trost  ttuit  yoa  will  not  con- 
sider the  ioterral  of  time  which  is  necesnry  for 
due  iDTesti^tion  of  to  considerable  a  qaestioo, 
as  a  delay  either  inexpedieDt  or  misplaced. 

I  have  the  honor  to  m,  with  great  eooaideratioa, 
sir,  Toar  most  obedient  anfl  hnmble  servant, 

MDLQRATE. 

Jamib  Mohbob,  Esq.,  Ac. 

Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Dbpartment  op  State,  Jan.  15, 1806. 

Sib:  The  letters  received  from  you  since  my 
last  are  down  to  No.  36,  inclusive.  The  perse- 
Terauee  of  the  British  Gioreroment  in  the  prin- 
ciple which  licenses  the  depredations  on  our  com- 
merce in  colonial  productions,  with  the  losses 
already  sqslained,  and  still  apprehended  our 
mercbaDts,  has  prodaced  a  Tery  general  indigna- 
tioa  throughoot  this  country,  and  makes  It  neees- 
sarf  that  you  should  renew  and  extend  your  re- 
monstrances oo  the  subject.  In  aid  of  the  means 
for  this  parpose,  furnished  by  the  information  and 
instmctloBs  given  yon  from  time  to  time,  I  for- 
ward yoa  an  examination  of  it  just  published,  in 
which  you  will  find  a  variety  of  facts  and  views 
of  the  British  principle  and  proceeding  that  may 
be  made  to  hear  against  them.  I  will  forward 
also,  in  a  few  days,  copies  of  sundry  memorials 
from  the  merchants  of  our  maritime  cities,  ex- 
plaioiog  the  wrongs  done  them,  and  the  disgust 
with  which  their  are  filled.  The^,  with  other 
documents  accompanying  them,  will  assist  your 
endeavors  to  make  on  the  Government  impres- 
aioos  which  the  occasion  calls  for. 

I  shall  only  add  at  present,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  conviction  of  the  illegality  of  thfe  British 
principle,  which  becomes  more  and  more  evident 
the  more  it  is  investigated,  the  President  so  far 
yields  to  a  spirit  of  concilihtion  as  to  be  still  will- 
ing to  concur  in  the  adjustment  on  the  poiot  au- 
thorized in  your  instructions  of  January  5, 18Q4} 
tmt  expeeu  and  enjoins  that  you.  will  be  particu- 
larlv  careful  to  use  such  fonns  of  expression  as 
will  furnish  no  pretext  for  considering  an  excep* 
tionof  the  direct  trade  between  a  belligerent  nation 
and  its  colonies  as  declaratory  of  a  limitation  of 
the  neutral  right,  and  not  a  positive  stipulation, 
founded  oo  considerations  of  expediency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

No.  38. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

Cheltenham,  Dec  11, 1805. 
Sib:  The  delicate  state  of  health  which  my 
fitmily  has  enjoyed  of  late,  attributable  as  is  sap- 
posed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  atmosphere  of 
tiOndon,  induced  me  to  come  here  last  week.  A 
letter  from  Lord  Mulgrave,  which  I  received  just 
before  I  left  town,  having  revived  the  expectation 
that  I  should  hear  from  him  on  the  subject  of  my 
fonder  ones,  X  thought  it  proper  to  apprize  him  of 
my  proposed  absence;  as  that  it  would  be  short; 
tbat  Ur.  Parviance  would  remain  behind  to  re- 


ceive and  forward  me  his  letters;  and  that  I  woqld 
repair  to  London  to  wait  on  him  whenever  it  might 
be  necessary. 

By  late  accounts  from  the  Cootiaent,  it  apprara 
that  the  French  have  entered  Vienoa  almost  widi- 
oot  opposition,  the  Austrian  and  Russian  armies 
having  left  il  'open  to  them.  It  was  a  while  re- 
ported and  believed  that  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
had  made  a  separate  peace,  the  coodltionsof  which 
had  been  dictated  to  him  by  bis  adversary  in  the 
spirit  of  conquest;  but  this  is  now  contradicted 
and  disbelieved.  The  Emperor  it  seems  plays  a 
bolder  game,  and  is  willing  to  hazard  all  rather 
than  make  the  sacrifices  which  it  is  supposed  were 
insisted  on.  Thns  the  campaign  seems  to  be  hast- 
ening to  its  crisis,  which  will  unfold  the  policy  of 
some  movements  in  the  field  and  cabinet  which 
may  not  haf  e  been  heretofore  well  understood.  It 
will  soon  be  seen  whether  theBmperor  of  France 
has  been  drawn  oo,  without  system,  by  the  briW 
llaocy  of  his  success  against  Qenenl  Mack,  to 
hazard  more  titan  an  able  and  prudent  command- 
er ought  to  have  done,  or,  having  in  view  the  ae- 
compTishmoU  of  9,  vast  object,  his  movemanta, 
combined  with  those  of  General  Massena  in  Italy, 
were  judicious,  and  conformable  to  a  plan  wisely 
laid  down  in  the  commencement.  It  will  soon 
be  seen  whether  Prussia,  who  cannot  be  an  indif- 
ferent spectator,  and  has  much  in  her  power,  in- 
tends  to  act  a  part  in  the  adventure,  and  performs 
it  welt;  or.  governed  by  circumstances,  makes  and 
breaks  faer  resolutions  as  they  change,  and  finally 
becomes  a  victim  to  unsteady  and  feeble  councils. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  motive  of  the  Em- 
peror of  France  to  take  his  present  position,  it  is 
certainly  a  daring  and  hazardous  one.  It  gives, 
in  plain  terms,  the  defiance  to  Europe;  and,  if 
Prussia  tabes  part  against  him,  he  may  be  eoDsid' 
ered  as  fairly  pitted  against  Europe  j  for  the  Pow- . 
ers  that  are  oo  his  side  are  not  volunteers  in  the 
cause.  If  he  experiCTces  a  serious  reverse  for- 
tune, they  will,  I  think,  quickly  fall  t^.  He  mwt 
either  saceeed— that  is,  make  at  least  a  ^ood  and 
safe  retreat  in  ease  of  necessity— or  be  is  utterlf 
undone.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether,  in  ease 
he  succeeds  by  completely  vanquishing  the  armies 
opposed  to  him,  he  will  be  able  to  make  a  prudent 
use  of  his  victories;  for  the  parpose  of  consolidat- 
ing and  securing  his  own  power  ;  and  of  course 
whether  his  victories  are  to  prove  of  any  solid  and 
permanent  advantage  to  him.  It  may,  perhaps, 
require  greater  talents  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  in  respect  to  that  object,  to  turn  such  vic- 
tories to  the  best  account,  than,  at  the  head  of  the 
veteran  armies  of  France,  to  gain  them. 

The  situation  of  the  United  States,  in  Kspect 
to  all  these  Powora^  is,  in  every  view,a  ver:^  favorable 
one,.  Soeireumstancedare  thej,  respectively,  that 
while  we  have  the  means  of  doing  each  irreparaUe 
iojury,aU  are  interested  in  preserving  the  relations 
of  peace  and -f riendahip  with  us;  and  none  have 
it  in  their  power  to  do  us  comparatively  equal 
harm.  As  things  now  staad,  each  of  the  parties 
forms  a  complete  counterpoise  to  the  other,  in  a 
way  beat  adapted  to  its  own  safety,  Bnd  to  ourio- 
toesu  Victoriooa  )tf  land,  France  has  scarcely 
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a  ship  at  ftta,  ind  it,  therefore^terested  In  the' 
prosperity  of  our  eommeree.  victorious  at  sea, 
Great  Britain  finds  herself  compelled  to  coocen- 
ttate  her  foree  so  ranch  in  this  quarter,  with  a 
view  to  her  own  security,  that  she  would  not  only 
be  unable  to  ssnof  us  essentially  ia  case  of  war, 
bat  even  to  protect  her  commerce  and  possessions 
dsewhere  which  wonld  be  exposed  to  oar  attacks. 
As  toSpaia,sbe  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  be  considered 
w  a  party  to  this  controrersy.  If  she  was  asked 
in  which  scale  her  interest  Idy,  which  party  she 
wiehed  to  prerail,  her  friends  Or  her  enemies,  she 
would  modi  probably  be  at  a  loss  to  decide.  I 
think  it  mast  be  her  interest  that  neither  should 
succeed ;  bat  thRttfa« scales  should  stand  suspended 
ss  they  DOW  are.  If  her  enemies  succeeded  com- 
]detely,she  would  be  undonej  and  thesamethtng 
would  faai^n  if  ber  {fiends  did.  Thus  it  appears 
that  ftom  none  of  these  Powers  hare  we  aoy  se- 
rious danger  or  injury  to  apprehend  ill  the  present 
•tate  of  affikirs;  nor,  from  what  I  can  see,  is  it 
likely  that  we  soon  shall  hare.  While  the  Pow- 
cn  of  Burope  are  eontending  affainst  each  other, 
none  of  tbem  can  renttiTt  to  break  with  us.  in 
consideration  of  soeh  motives  as  the  just  preten- 
sions and  claims  of  our  Qovernment  may  furnish ; 
and  by  macy  causes  they  seem  to  be  destined 
to  remain  in  that  state  some  years  loB^er,  or  at 
least  in  one  of  great  jealousy  aod  rivalry  of  in- 
terest, which  may  produce  the  same  eflbet. 

I  liave  just  received  your  letter  of  September 
SOth,  respecting  the  ship  Hantress,  which  has 
been  given  optoQ«ieral  Lyman,  as  I  understood, 
by  the  order  of  the  Admiralty.  Tke  cargo,  eon- 
aisting  df  provisions,  having  been  mueh  injured 
by  the  detention,  was,  at  bis  suggestion,  and  by 
my  dfreelioa,  to  have  been  lately  disposed  of.  I 
•hul  eonmanieate  with  liim  on  the  subject,  and 
fnnsiDit  you  shortly  a  oorrect  aoeonnt  of  the  bu^ 
einess. 

I  mn  sir,  with  great  reapeet  and  esteem,  yonr 
very  obedi«it  senmi, 

JAMES  BfONROE. 

No.  39. 
Mr.  Moam  t»  Mr.  Madisoa. 

London,  i2eosmicr  23, 180S. 
Sir:  I  eame  to  town  en  the20th.ia  consequence 
of  a  letter  from  General  Lyman,  of  which  a  copy 
is  enclosed.  Although  the  suggestion  which  it 
eommnnicated  as  proceeding  from  Dr.  Lawrence, 
a  proctor  in  the  Admiralty,  who  bu  no  connex- 
ion with  the  Ministry,  that  the  Government  would 
suspend,  OB  my  application,  the  seiKiire  t^  our  ves- 
sels till  the  principle  could  be  adjusted,  might  be 
ftmnded  on  mere  eonjeeture.  yet  I  did  not  feel  my- 
self at  liberty  altogether  to  disr^rd  it.  After 
what  had  passed,  it  did  not  seem  probable  that  the 
Gdvernment  would  eipect  any  new  application 
from  me  before  tt  had  answered  those  I  had  al- 
ready made,  or  that  it  would  adopt  such  an  expe- 
dient to  obtain  one.  If  it  was  disposed  to  accom- 
modate, the  invitation  already  given  was  surely 
nifficiently  strong.  Stilt,  it  was  not  an  impossible 
ease.  Dr.  Lawrence^  atandii^  in  the  court  is  a 


very  respectable  one,  and  I  knew  that  reftraiee 
bad  been  made  to  him  in  some  of  the  eases  that 
were-dependingi  although  he  was  employed  broot 
citizens  on  the  receipt  of  my  first  lettera,aDd  that 
on  his  opinion  the  vessels 'were  dlsehaiged.  Bd^ 
what  gave  more  eoaatenanee  to  the  preaumptim, 
was  certain  extraneous  ctrcumstanees  which  vera 
likely  to  be  felt  by  the  Government.  A  strM^ 
paper,  extracted  from  the  National  Intetligeoeer, 
which  reprehended  ia  dcei«Te  terms  the  coodoet 
of  tbis  Qoverament  towards  our  commerce,  hid 
appeared  in  the  Mominj;  Chronicle,  and  produced 
some  sensation  in  the  city.  In  addition  lowkicli, 
the  character  of  events  on  the  Continent,  under 
the  most  favorable  aspect  in  which  they  might 
viewed,  still  wore  an  ec|U)Tocal  face.  My  exp^ 
rience  here,  without  gomg  further  back  imooot 
history,  has  satisfied  me  that  nothing  inspirei 
those  10  power  with  such  friendly  sentimenti  to- 
wards, or  brings  to  tbeir  recollection,  with  neb 
glowiog  feelings  and  expressions,  the  circumslaa* 
ces  of  our  common  origin,  language,  &c.jas  A 
versity.  Before  I  went  to  Spain,  when  thiscoait* 
try  stood  alone  pitted  against  its  adversary,  and  I 
pressed  a  decision  on  the  propositions  I  had  pre- 
sented, I  heard  some  eloquent  discourses  on  ihu 
topic,  to  which  I  was  not  insensible.  ButtssooD 
as  the  prospect  improves,  the  relationship  is  for- 

fotten  and  scouted;  notbins  is  thought  of  thea 
ut  their  maritime  rights,  which,  by  their  prctea- 
sions,  comprise  a  complete  monopoly  of  the  ocesQ 
sovereignty  over  all  ifdands  belonging  to  theii 
enemies,  &c.  This  change  has  been  very  visible 
of  late,  and  is  to  be  traced  to  the  period  of  the  «■ 
ganization  of  the  new  coalition.  What  the  dii- 
positioiuof  ibis  Government  is  at  this  moment  oa 
these  suojects  I  shall  endeavor  to  ascertain.  It  b 
my  intention  to  sound  it  thoroughly,  in  somenit- 
able  mode,  and  to  profit  of  the  opportunity,  tf  oae 
is  offered,  to  arrange  tbem  on  satisfactory  terms. 

The  latest  accounts  from  the  scene  of  actiu 
state,  with  some  degree  of  credibility,  that  the  vxr 
flict  was  continued  between  the  cooteoding  pu- 
ties,  near  Austerliiz,  on  the  3d,  4th,  and  even  the 
5tb,  and  that  fortune  finally  proved  favorable  to 
the  allies — in  what  degree,  however,  is  variooslr 
represented.  Some  accounts  state  that  the  Fren» 
army  was  completely  broken  and  put  to  rout,  while 
others  represent  it  only  as  a  handsome  check.  Is 
truth,  less  confidence  is  now  due  to  official  state 
ments  than  tbey  used  to  obtain.  Since  they  hare 
beguOj  under  the  pretext  of  nMesdc^uerre^ to  lDi^ 
take  simple  facts,  people  ata  distance  do  not  veD 
know  what  to  befieva.  From  averything  I  caa 
collect,  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  any  ereat  , 
has  taken  place  to  decide  tne  fate  of  the  campaiga,  | 
mueh  less  of  the  war,  nor  Is  there  aoy  certsinty  i 
that  Prussia  has  taken  a  more  decisive  attitade 
towards  France,  as  yef,  though  it  is  often  reporiea 
to  be  the  case.  On  this  point  yon  will  donbtlesi 
receive  better  informaliOB  (Vom  tbeConUnent  that 
I  can  give  you. 

It  is  probable  that  negotiations  for  peace  wiH 
be  opened  in  the  course  of  the  Winter,  as  it.may 
be  that  most  of  the  parties  seriously  wish  if.  The 
misirioa  of  Count  UaugwitK  wna  npposed  to  pte- 
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•Nt  to  tin  Boperar  ei  Fmtee  m  tpecm  of  aUi- 
tuftloni,  wkicbj  if  kdopted,  would  jmit  an  end  to 
thft  wur,  M.  betvg  ramtw,  brisff  Prossia  into  it 
-cm  the  ude  of  the  tlhes.  The  ioUowio^  are  said 
to  be  it*  eoaditioiM :  diat  he  sboold  separate  the 
Crowm  of  Italy  from  that  of  Fnnelt,  ami  with- 
draw bis  trooiw  fronr  Naples,  HollaDd,  and  Swit- 
serlaad,  and  leaTC  those  countries  to  the  enjojr- 
aMOt'Of  their  iadepeiKleace.  It  is  reported  that  the 
ttonditioBs,  be  tbef  what  they  majr,  were  koown  to 
■aod  approved  bj  the  Emperor  AlexaDder,  whence 
it  is  laferred  that  they  are  snch  as  Aastria  aad 
Great  Britain  also  woold  accede  to.  It  is  likewise 
reported  that  a  provisional  treaty  was  formed  be- 
tween Rnssia  and  Proraia,  wfaen  Alexander  was 
at  Berlin,  which  sti  pntated  that  Prnssia  shonld  join 
ibe  aUies  ia  case  France  rejected  the  propositions  of 
the  bitter.  Bat  I  should  not  be  Burprised  if  it  should 
nltiaateljr  appear  that  thia  mimoa  was  adopted 
by  the  Knf  of  Pniwia  to  get  rid,  at  the  time,  in  a 
]iandsoBemaner,(rf'  the  pressare-of  the  jSmperor 
Alexander;  or,  beineadoMed  iaeood  faith  for  the 
oatowible  |nirpo8e,sQoola  ncrertbeless  produce  do 
Icunediaie  eieet,  either  with  respect  to  «  gvaeral 
yeaeeior  the  anion  of  Prossia  with  the  allies  in  the 
war  against  France.  It  is  not  probable  that  the 
King  of  Prussia  sent  to  the  Emperor  of  France 
m  poBttive,  noqualiied  ultimatum,  which  should 
amit  of  no  modification.   A  measure  so  bold  and 
faanrdow  is  not  consistent  with  tbe  character  of 
tbe  Prussian  Cabinet,  which  is  more  Terasrkable 
for  its  bentation  and  seliberatioD  ttian  the  promp- 
.tiuide  of  its  action  ;  for  itsdesireioereeerve  what 
it  has  bf  peace,  than  to  risk  erer^aing  in  an  at- 
tempt to  ^in  more  hf  war.   And,  if  the  propo- 
■itioiis  which  were  to  be  made  by  the  Prussian 
vavoy  ware  liable  lo  modification,  {  cannot  weH 
'dHaeeni  how  his  nissioo  it  to  be  disiingoished 
AoBi  ordinfiry  ones,  whiek  eonmenee  ia  negoti- 
«tioB,  and  bare  a  regular  coarse  and  tenainaiiott. 
In  this  view,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the  basiness 
may  be  referred  to  coaferceeea  or  a  eongreas  to  be 
held  elsewhere,  which  by  management,  may  be 
pn^nged  for  a  coiuiderable  time,  and  whose'  re- 
sult may  finally  depend  on  the  fortune  of  other 
baitlet  between  the  «ti«tiog  parties }  unless,  in- 
(lecd,  by  tbe  successes  of  Fruace  orer  her  present 
opponents,  and  the  high  pretensions  of  berehie^ 
Prusaia  should  hareafier  have  no  eltematlre,  but 
he  forced  iato  the  war  in  ber  own  defence.  Be 
tlMfactkowerer,S8itmay,with  respeoi  to  Prttssia, 
thai  is,  whether  she  absuios  fnxa  tbe  war  or  be- 
comes a  party  to  it,  and  at  en  earlier  or  later  pe- 
riod, I  do  not  think  that  there  is  much  prospect  of 
a  gioierat  peace  in  the  coarse  <m'  this  winter.  I 
ntfaer  think  that  tbe  war  will  go  en  till  it  pro- 
bates mine  great  ehange  ia  tbe  eonditioo  of  one 
of  the  fartita.  Tbe  contest  is^  ia  trtith,  between 
Fcaaeeaad  ho^dependeanes  and  the  rest  of  En- 
rope,  and  seema  to  be  now  so  deeply  laid  that  I 
oaanet  well  perceive  how  a  solid  and  permanent 
peace  ean  be  establisbed  between  tbem  till  one  or 
other  gains  so  far  the  aseendeaey  as  to  be  able  to 
-dictate  the  terms.   The  gigantic  struggle  of  the 
Freneb  rertrfution  bad  so  far  eitended  the  bounds 
mad  aoatfibwed  to  the  agydiiwaent  of  Fiance, 
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at  ihn  CKpense  of  other  Powers,  that  it  seemed  » 
he  impowihle  for  them  to  reeoDcile  their  safety 
w^  her  existing  state.  The  new  dynaMy,  too, 
which  grew  out  of  the  revolution,  did  not  dimia- 
ish,  if  it  did  not  increase,  the  difficulty.  It  seenu 
to  have  made  op  its  mind  that  it  was  impossible 
for  it  to  ioeorpoiate  itself  with  the  ancient  ones, 
even  fay  alliance,  if  snch  were  to  be  formed  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  establish  confidence,  friendship^ 
and  an  opinion  of  security  between  them.  Tbe 
French  Emperor  has  not  been  able  to  attach  to 
him  the  ancient  nobility  of  Fraaoe.  He  has  takea 
many  into  bis  senrice,  but  ereu  these  are  not  tbe 
persons  in  whom  he  reposes  his  chief  confidence. 
Thus,  while  he  powesses  powers  utterly  iacon- 
patihle  with  the  principles  of  the  rerohition,  he 
fiads  himself  under  the  necesitity  to  rely  princi- 
pally for  his  suppint  on  the  revolutionary  party  in 
tbe  public  councils,  in  tbe  armies,  and  among  tbe 
people.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  draws  to  his 
aid  every  species  of  aupport-from  every  quarter, 
and  by  means  which  be  deems  beet  adapted  to  the 
end;  still,  the  revolutionary  party  are  his  ehi^ 
counseUors,  his  generals,  and  body  guard.  Wheve 
that  bosioess  will  end  is  a  problem  to  be  solved, 
which  time  alone  can  solve.  Petbape  the  result 
is  connected  with  other  causes  in  embryo,  which 
:  may  hereafter  unfold  themselves.  From  what  I 
can  see,  he  appears  to  thhikthat  foreign  war  tends 
to  consolidate  his  power  at  home,  and  tbtirtbat 
consideration  iaereases  much  the  interval  between 
him  end  foreign  Powers,  and  also  gives  an  addi- 
ttooal  impulse  to  the  revoluttooary  movement, 
though  directed  to  a  different  end^  Should  tbe 
issue  be  fairly.made  between  France  and  the  trthec 
Powers,  it  is  by  no  means  certain,  provided  the 
parties  live,  in  whose  &vor  the  soale  will  prepon^ 
aerate.  Oa  oneside  there  is  a  rasteopcriM-ity  of 
population }  on  tbe  other  an  extrawoinaty  eeft- 
eentiaiion  of  uleats,  with  proportional  activity 
and  enterprise,  in  tbe  leaders  of  a  great  and  pow- 
erful people.  Oo  both,  the  regular  iSsroe  is  acady 
equal ;  bat  the  character  of  the  traope,  as  well  u 
of  the  peo{de,  is  essentially  different.  On  the  side 
of  Fcance,  they  feel  tbe  impulse  of  the  revtrfa- 
tioaary  movement ;  while,  oo  that  of  Austria, 
there  seems  to  be  a  cnucionsness  of  imbecility, 
an  entize  want  of  enterprise,  and  an  evident  indi»- 
po«ition  to  the  cooftiet-  whichcanuot  be  attributed 
to  the  want  of  eourage,  for  there  are  no  brarev 
troops.  Undersuch  circumstaDce8,tbesupttriority 
of  poimUtioa  promises  to  be  of  liule  avail.  We 
have  already  seen,  by  the  incursion  into  Oermany, 
that  no  part  of  it,  or  bo  t  a  Tery  inconsiderable  one, 
has  been  brought  into  action ;  that  it  is  a  lifeless 
masSj-subiect  to  tbe  command  oS  the  Tietorioiu 
army  in  the  field,  though  perhaps  inferior  to  the 
-force  to  be  found  in  the  smallest  provf  aees.  It 
seems  probaUe,  if  the  Emperor  of  France  beats 
the  armies  o{^iosed  to  him,  that  he  may  demoliiA 
the  dynasties;  but  then  would  arise  a  qoestuHi, 
whether,  in  case  those  events  happened,  the  nations 
were  subdued.  The  world  has  seen  with  aston- 
ishment, that  Ausma,  who  has  among  her  people 
several  millions  of  fighting  men,  has  not  "been  able 
to  call  into  the  field,  at  this  great  crisis,  abore  two 
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hoDdred  thousaiHl.  Barely,  itcaoDot  be  said  tbat 
tbe  defeat  of  this  force  is  the  sabdnctioD  of  Austria. 
Does  it  Dot,  OD  the  contrary,  give  good  cause  to 
presttme  thatber  GoTeroment  naslostitsiafliieDce, 
ttiat  the  people  have  withdrawn  their  coofidence 
from  it,  that  it  is  loiteriag,  and  that  ereryibiog  is 
lipe  for  a  change,  whica  the  slightest  external 

fressure  may  produce?  If  I  may  judge  of  Austria 
y  what  I  saw  of  Spain,  and  i  am  told  that  in 
many  respects  tbe  lines  are  parallel,  there  is  much 
ground  for  these  sugeestions.  I  did  not  believe 
thai  there  existed  in  Europe,  if  there  did  on  earth, 
a  Gorernment  so  completely  worn  out  and  ex- 
hausted, io  all  its  iDslitotions  and  fooclioDi  as  I 
foand  that  to  be ;  or  that  it  was  possible  for  any 
QoTernmettttoprodueesuchaniinporerishiogaDC 
destructive  effect  on  the  moral  character  of  tbe 
people,  which  is  naturally  a  mBuIy  one,  and  oq 
tbe  face  of  the  country,  its  cultivation,  and  even 
on  the  soil  itself,  as  is  evident  there.  These  con- 
aideralions  afford  snfficieat  cause  at  least,  to  doubt 
that,  although  the  armies  be  defeated  aod  the 
dynasties  overthrown,  ibe  nation  ought  not  lobe 
considered  as  subdueij,  or  liable  to  be  disposed  of 
as  a  conquered  people,  by  arrangements  that  are 
likely  to  be  durable.  This  is,  however,  in  iwme 
measure  a  digression  from  the  subject.  In  statiog 
that  I  did  not  think  it  probable  the  existing  strife 
between  the  Powers  at  war  would  be  soon  settled, 
I  bare  thought  that  it  might  not  be  improper  to 
uplaia  the  reaaou  of  that  opiDioa. 

I  will  eoQoIude  these  with  a  few  additional  re- 
marks. Under  ezuting  eircumstanees,  I  ihin^ 
our  attitude  with  all  these  Powers  is  a  very  im- 
poaiogooe;  that,  although  with  their  loose  sys- 
tem of  political  morality,  inordioate  pride,  and 
eztravagant  pretensions,  they  will  respectively 
eomnutatl  kinds  of  injustice  aod  outnge  against 
tu,  if  permitted,  it  is  nevertheless  in  our  power, 
and  will  be  while  tbe  present  state  lasts,  to  obtain 
of  either,  by  a  suitable  pressure,  any  just  and  rea- 
sonaUe  demand  we  may  have  against  it.  That 
nothing  will  be  obtained  without  some  kind  of 
pressure,  such  a  one  as  excites  an  apprehension 
that  it  will  be  increased  in  case  of  necessity,  and 
that  to  produce  that  effect,  and  protect  ourselves 
against  .unexpected  and  unfavorable  results,  which 
are  always  to  be  . supposed  aad  provided  for,  it 
will  be  proper  to  put  oureonatry,  by  inrigoratiitg 
-the  militia  Byat«m,  and  isorcasiog  the  naval  Ibcee, 
ill  a  better  state  of  defence. 

I  am,  with  great  xespect  and  esteem,  your  very 
obedient  aervant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

P.  S.  Since  I  came  to  town  I  have  endeavored 
to  ascertain  whether  anything  had  lately  occur- 
red, to  invite  from  me  a  new  application  to  the 
Ministry  respecting  tbe  proceedings  against  our 
commerce ;  and  the  result  has  been  to  satisfy  me 
that  there  bad  not.  I  called  on  my  arrival  at 
Downing  street  to  see  Lord  Mulgrave;  who,  as  I 
was  informed,  was  at  Bath  with  Mr.  Pitt,  as  be 
bad  been  roou  than  a  fortnight.  I  asked  tbe 
young  man  in  the  office  who  is  chai^,  in  the 
absejiee  of  Mr.  HammoQd,^  with  the  American 


basiness,  if  I^ord  Mo^ran  had  juepared  an  in. 
swer  for  me?  to  which  he  nplied  in  the  iKn* 
tive.  In  conversation  he  gave  me  reason  taiiun 
that  no  decision  had  been  made  upon  tbesabjecL 
I  requested  htm  to  inform  his  Lordship  that  I  hui 
come  to  towD  to  see  him  on  that  busiaea*,  and 
should  remain  some  time,  in  the  hope  of  hearii^ 
from  him ;  which  I  was  desiroiu  oi  doing  st  Ihi^ 
time,  as  the  Congress  was  sitting,  aad  serctal 
opportunities  offered  to  bear  ray  despatcbeBtooni 
Government.  He  promised  to  do  so  immedisielf, 
and  assured  me,  that  if  he  reeeired  his  LonbUprs 
instructions  to  make' any  communications  lone, 
that  1  should  hear  from  bin  without  deky.  Fow 
days  were  more  than  sufficient  for  tbeeorrapoBd- 
ence  between  them,  whereas  twice  that  t«nn  hti 
now  elapsed  without  my  hearing  anything  on  Ibe 
subject;  so  that  I  conclude  that  no  cbangr  ku 
taken  place  in  the  disposition  of  tbe  CabisM  oa 
it.  The  business  is  in  the  r^ular  train  betwcta 
the  Government  and  voTftelL  It  appears  to  au 
that  I  have  done  everything  that  it  was  proper » 
do,  and  must  attend  an  answer,  which,  if  ma^ 
longer  withheld,^  cannot  be  considered  oiheriritt 
than  as  a  decision  of  tbe  Qovernment  to  support 
present  measures  till  some  stronger  motive  pr^ 
sents  itself. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that,  in.givingmyiu- 
timentson  these  importantsubjecis,Iamfsrfoa 
bein^  wedded  to  them;  that  being  founded  on  a 
partial  viow  only,  that  which  ia  presented  here, 
of  those  facts  and  oireunutaitoea  wfaieh  oagkl  to 
be  taken  into  consideration  in  makiD|[.a  deeiMWt 
I  have  always  given  them  with  di£Meoce}  and, 
as  I  well  know  that  a  combined  view  of  all  ibi 
great  interests  and  conceriu  which  merit  attea- 
tion  will  be  taken  by  our  Government  in  makist 
the  decision,  by  whom  alone  it  can  betaken  «iA 
advantage,  I  shall,  from  that  and  many  othercoi- 
siderations,  have  much  greater  confidence  ia  id 
judgment  than  my  own. 

No.  40. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Hr.Madiinn. 

LoHDON,  Jamian  S8, 180& 
StB :  I  informed  you  lately,  in  a  snort  note  bf 
Mr.  Clark,  who  sailed  in  the  Remitunce,  of  m 
dntb  of  Mr.  Pitt,  which  took  plaice  last  utA. 
Tht  King  hath  since  resolred  to  commit  tbe  ti- 
ministration  to  the  oppositioB,  ns  we  are  infonsed 
by  all  tbe  gazettes  oi  this  day.  It  is  aaid  tbatki 
announced  this  to  Lord  GrenvUle  yesterday,  aMi 
authoci^ed  him^  in  coojunetion  with  Mr.  Fox,  10 
form  a  new  Ministry  irom.amoitg  their  friends. 
It  is  expected  that  this  will  be  done  in  a  day 
two,  as  they  are  now  engaged  in  tbe  boaine* 
This  change  has  an  aspect  toward  peace,  and  fuHy 
persuaded!  am  that  it  will  be  the  serious  ot^ 
of  those  who  may  be  thus  brought  into  power  to 
endeavor  to  make  one.  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  understood, 
will  have  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs.  I 
shall  see  if  it  is  possible,  as  soon  as  ne  is  iDaogo- 
rated,  to  obtain  a  change  in  the  policy  of  tbia 
Government  toward  the  United  States;  of  wbieh, 
1  think,  there  is  great  probability.  About  a  Sott- 
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oi^i  before  Mr.  Piit*s  dealh,  an  order  was  seot 
to  rhe  suitable  departmeat  to  report  the  ountber 
olT  AmericaD  vessels  whicb  bad  been  seized,  and 
eoodeiDoed,  or  dismissed,  wiib  the  damages  iuei- 
dant  thereto,  which  looked  a*  !f  a  chauge  was  con- 
templated even  under  him.   The  disasters  on  the 
eoatiuent  tended  to  show  the  folly  of  the  measure, 
to  which  the  eyes  of  (be  DewMioistrjr  will  doubt- 
less be  more  open.  The  present  is  a  rery  impori- 
ant  epoch  in  oar  concerns  with  this  country  and 
Spain,  as  to  the  commerce  which  we  are  to  enjoy 
wiUi  the  West  ladies  after  a  peace.  There  would 
be  cause  of  regret  if  that  event  took  place  before 
they  were  adjusted.   I  have  beard  Dothiog  from 
Qeaeral  Armstrong,  or  Mr.  Bowdoin,  for  more 
than  two  months  pasL   I  shall  do  everythiDg  in 
my  power  to  avail  myself  of  the  favorable  oppor- 
tonity  which  is  thus  presented,  by  a  concurrence 
of  extraordinary  events,  to  place  our  ^flairs  with 
this  country  on  an  advantageous  footing,  and  1 
hope  not  without  effect.   The  consideratioas 
wbieh  made  it  improper  for  me  to  sail  to  the  Uoi- 
led  Slates  at  any  time  since  my  return  to  Eng* 
laod,  seem  now  to  operate  with  peculiar  furee.  As 
the  seixure  of  our  vends  bad  then  eommeneed, 
I  eoald  not  withdraw  without  great  compromit- 
mentof  our  QoveromeDt  and  myself,  without  re- 
monstrating against  it.  And.  after  taking  that 
step,  I  could  not  withdraw  ana  leave  the  business 
onfioished,  especially  after  the  strong  opposition 
which  I  made  to  it  j  which  1  thought  the  nature 
of  the  transaction  merited,  sod  the  state  of  pnhlic 
affairs  in  Europe  justified.  Thus  engaged,  I  have 
felt  it  imperiously  my  duty  to  pursue  the  business 
ia  all  its  wiodiogs.   I  snail,  therefore,  neither 
atmadoo  the  ground,  nor  relax  in  my  exertions  to 
accomplish  the  object  till  something  conclusive  is 
done^  unless  the  President  m*y  think  proper  to 
consign  the  trust  to  some  other  person.  1  fear 
Uiat  the  expectation  of  my  return  to  the  United 
Butes,  which  was  authorized  by  my  first  lelten 
after  my  return  here,  as  by  those  of  an  earlier 
date,  has  prevented  your  commuoicatiog  to  me 
your  sentiments  on  these  important  topics,  as  you 
otherwise  might  hare  done.   I  flatter  myself, 
however,  that  you  will  hare  concluded  from  those 
which  followed,  as  from  the  nature  and  coorM 
which  this  business  has  taken,  that  I  should  be 
detained  through  the  Winter ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence, that  I  shall  soon  have  tbe  pleasure  to  re- 
ceive such  communications  from  you.   As  tbe 
licalth  of  my  family  has  been  improved  by  the 
late  excursion  into  the  country,  I  expect  them  in 
town  in  a  few  days ;  since  now  that  the  Ministry 
is  about  to  change,  and  there  is  a  lair  prospect  of 
aeeomptishiog  something  to  advantage,  !  do  not 
wish  to  be  alMeot  a  moment. 

Tbe  PrcsideBi's  Messaoe  to  X/ongress  has  pro 
dueed  a  very  good  effect  here.  I  have  reason  to 
think  that  it  was  aol  ill-neeived  by  the  Oovern- 
maai,  as,  at  tbe  levee  and  drawing-room,  I  was 
ahown  rather  more  than  usual  attentiou  by  the 
King  and  Qdeeasooa  after  it  appeared,  and  have 
experienced  Irom  Lord  Mulgrave,  in  an  interview 
^  ocreaMoy  at  his  own  house  since,  as  I  bad  be- 
|iK«  at  tbe  Court,  noeh  civility.  By  hi*  dtf«t- 
lOlh  Coir.  1st  S»s«--77 


meot  I  was  also  convinced  that  the  manner  in 
which  I  bad  opposed  the  measure  of  his  Qovern- 
ment,  had  produced  no  improper  effect.  The 
Messan  is  considered  by  the  public  in  general  as 
furnishing  satisfactory  proof  that  our  Qovernroent 
will  vindicate  its  rights  with  firmness,  in  caw  this 
Government  imposes  on  it  the  necessity.  Thera 
seems  to  be  no  difference  of  opinion  that,  in  case 
a  misunderstanding  took  place  between  tbe  two 
countries,  it  was  aitribuiable  to  this  Glovernment, 
and  not  to  ours.  In  consideration  of  the  effect 
which  tbe  extent  of  our  commerce,  as  heretofore 
enjoyed,  had  oo  the  fortunes  of  this  country  in 
impairing  its  own  resources,  or  rather  was  sup- 
posed to  nave,  aud  in  supplying  the  wants  of  its 
enemies,  the  party  in  favor  of  the  sentiments  of 
tbe  Ministry  was  a  strong  one,  as  a  measure  of 
policy.  But  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  one, 
or  at  most  very  few,  who  approved  tbe  manner  ia 
which  that  measure  was  introduced,  being  with- 
out ootiee  to  our  Qovernmenl,  and  of  course  a 
surprise  on  onr  people ;  under  the  circumstaaee, 
too,  of  an  existing  nwotiation,  which  made  it 
more  highly  repreheusible.  I  expect  in  a  day  or 
two  to  give  you  more  full  information  respecting 
tbe  arrangement  of  tbe  new  Ministry,  and  of  the 
consequences  likely  to  result  from  the  change. 

1  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
very  obedient  servant,  , 

JAMES  MONROE. 

No.  41. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoNDOM,  Fdmuxry  13, 1806. 
Sir:  The  arrangement  of  the  new  Ministry 
was  completed,  and  iu  members  installed  in  tbeir 
respective  offices,  jn  tbe  course  of  the  last  week. 
It  makes,  as  you  will  find  by  tbe  list,  a  tborottsh 
change  of  character,  as  I  hope  it  wtU  of  principle, 
in  its  measures,  at  least  in  respect  to  us.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  King  yielded  to  this  change  with 
extreme  reluctance;  that  he  offered  to  supply  the 
chief  place,  which  bad  become  vacant  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  who  did 
not  seem  unwilling  to  accept  it,  and  in  other  re- 
spects to  preserve  the  power  in  t!ie  same  hands, 
with  a  view,  as  is  to  be  inferred,  of  pursuing  the 
same  system  of  measures ;  bat  the  other  members 
of  the  late  Ministry  seemed  disposed  to  retire, 
and  as  the  opposition  was  iiot  to  be  broken,  aqd 
external  causes  pressed  with  great  force,  the 
change  could  no  Longer  be  resisted.  The  measure 
itself  being  resolved  oo,  the  King  had  the  pru- 
dence not  to  embarrass  it  with  conditions  that 
were  sure  to  be  ill-received,  or  not  accepted.  He 
assented  at  once  to  commit  the  administration  to 
the  opposition, and  authorized  Lord  Orenville  and 
Mr.  Fox  to  form  and  present  to  him  an  arrange- 
ment for  the  purpose.   The  only  obsucle  which 
was  underi>>ood  to  have  arisen  afterward,  respect- 
ed the  continuance  of  the  Duke  of  York  in  the 
chief  command  of  tbe  forces,  which  was  objected 
to  by  these  gentlemen.   That  obstacle,  however, 
was  finally  removed,  by  the  King's  assenting  that 
the  Duke  might  b«  antsted,  or  perhaps  cootrfdled. 
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by  a  military  couDcil.  The  new  Ministry  is  com- 
posed of  characters  who  have,  till  of  late,  beea 
opposed  to  each  other ;  from  which  circumstance, 
«s  from  a  knowledge  that  the  King  mast  retain  a 
strong  prejudice  against  some  of  them,  it  is  be- 
lieved by  many  that  it  wilt  not  remain  long  in 
power.  Tbe  presnmptioa  is  not  an  unreasonaUe 
one,  though  there  are  many  considerations  to  an- 
thorize  a  different  eoncloslon.  U  is  not  likely  that 
dieeaoaea  wbloh  formed  the  nDion  will  soon  be 
done  amy.  It  is  more  probable  that  ibey  will 
aoq[Din  ereater  fbree.  From  present  appearances, 
those  which  are  external  eaoDOt  well  fait  to  doit, 
and  they  must  tend  to  produce  a  correspondent 
efieet  internally.  If  the- war  continues  between 
this  country  and  France,  or  the  present  rivalry  in 
peace,  this  Government  will  be  compelled,  to  pre- 
■erve  its  independence,  to  arm  tbe  whole  nation, 
whence  tbe  jieople  must  unavoidably  hare  more 
influence  in  its  measures.  Such  a  course  of  things 
wonld  be  apt,  not  only  to  preserve  the  union  which 
already  exists  between  many  who  have  been  hith- 
erto opposed  to  each  other,  but  to  strengthen  it, 
and  even  to  increase  the  weight  and  considera- 
tion of  those  who  were  viewed  for  many  ^ears 
past  with  most  jealoosy,  and  now  admitted  into  a 
participation  oi  power  with  thegreatest  reluct- 
ance, in  the  direction  of  public  almirs. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Fox  took  possrasiOD  of  bis  of- 
fice, he  requested  an  interview  with  the  foreign 
Ministers,  which  took  place  yesterday.  We  were 
introduced  se^rately.  As  soon  as  the  ceremony 
of  the  interview  had  passed,  I  observed  that  1 
presumed  he  had  been  too  snort  a  term  in  office 
to  have  made  himself  acquainted  with  what  had 
occurred  between  his  predecessors  and  myself, 
more  especially  the  last  one.  He  said  he  had  not 
had  time  to  read  the  papers,  though  he  presumed 
be  had  a  general  idea  on  some  of  the  topics.  In 
reepect  to  the  immediate  question,  he  asked  whe- 
ther I  had  made  to  them,  or  they  to  me,  any  pro- 
position ?  I  gave  a  short  sketch  of  the  nart  which 
oar  respeetlre  Governments  had  actea  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war  toward  each 
other.  I  told  him  that  mj  Gtovernment  had  been 
ready  to  form  a  commercial  treaty  with  his  on  the 
expiration  of  the  late  one;  that  it  had  agreed  to 
tpone  it  to  accommodate  his,  and  with  a  desire 
t  the  arrangements  which  might  be  formed, 
being  entered  into  at  a  time  when  each  had  suffi- 
cient leisure  to  attend  to  the  object,  and  founded 
on  a  liberal  view  of  their  respectiTe  interests, 
might  place  their  relations  on  such  a  footing  as 
to  secure  their  friendship  from  interruption,  at 
least  at  an  early  day ;  that  in  the  same  spirit  it 
had  sought  to  put  out  of  the  way  certain  causes 
of  a  transient  nature  which  might  possibly  create 
misunderstanding  in  the  course  of  tbe  war,  such  as 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  blockades  by  proc* 
lamatioa,  &e..  according  to  a  project  which  had 
been  presented  to  Lord  Hawkeshary,  and  to  both 
bis  successors ;  that  those  gentlemen  never  gave 
any  definitive  answer  to  that  project,  and  urged, 
as  a  cause  of  their  delay,  the  other  and  pressing 
eogagements  of  their  Government,  vrith  which  I 
yna  well  acqtuinted,  as  ilao  diat  Iti  conduct  tt>- 


ward  the  United  States  in  the  course  of  the  pm- 
ent  war  was  as  consonant  to  their  priaeiples  ud 
wishes  in  the  most  important  poiotsastbeycoald 
desire  it  to  be ;  that  on  that  ground  I  left  the  ba- 
siness,  when  1  went  to  Spain,  In  tbe  expecaiioa 
that  DO  change  in  the  existing  relations  beHreea 
the  eonntries  wonld  be  made  in  my  absence.  1 
assured  him  that  I  was  astoaisbed  to  find,  oo  my 
retorn,  that  oo  the  contrarv  those  relations  hu 
experienced  a  most  essential  change ;  that  u  il- 
tack  had  been  made  on  our  commerce  oa  a  prii- 
eiple  which  had  heretofore  been  so  compleielf 
settled  between  our  Governments,  and  abandooed 
by  his,  as  to  hare  been  a  case  for  which  do  pro- 
vision was  proposed  in  the  project  referred  to.  I 
eiphtined  to  him  the  ground  of  this  remark,  tnd 
informed  him  that  1  had  written  several  notes  to 
LordMulgrave  on  the  subject,  to  vrhicblbadnoi 
been  able  to  obtain  an  answer,  on  the  maiD  qaes- 
tion,  though  he  seemed  desirous,  by  keeping  it 
open,  in  his  short  replies,  that  I  should  doi  con- 
sider it  as  decided  against  the  United  States.  I 
could  not  avoid  intimating  to  him  that  theftiead- 
ly  diapoaitioD  which  our  GoTernment  had  sbon 
had  been  most  ungoieronsly  requited  b;  his; 
that  it  seemed  as  if  it  had  pursned  a  jin<  idI 
friendly  conduct  toward  the  United  Stales  till  the 
moment  that  the  new  coalition  was  formed,  gan 
the  present  blow  when  the  prospect  was  &t» 
able  to  success,  and  kept  the  business  ia  m- 
pense  to  see  the  result  of  affairs  on  tbe  CoDti- 
nent  and  in  the  United  States.  He  heard  me 
with  much  attention  and  apparent  interest;  inti- 
mated that  he  bad  been  accused  of  beioz  tOD 
friendly  to  America,  and  when  I  spoke  of  &t 
treaty  with  Russia,  he  observed  that  be  hid 
thought  that  the  arrangement  made  byitwui 
good  one,  tbough  I  did  not  understand  him  is 
pledging  himself  by  the  remark  to  its  condition. 
I  requested  thitt  he  would  make  himself  mailo, 
as  soon  as  kf  his  power,  of  tbe  corresDoadeaee 
between  Lord  Mulgrare  and  myself,  ana  gireot 
an  interview,  which  he  promised.  I  an  happr 
to  add,  on  a  view  of  all  the  cirenmstances,  thitl 
think  the  prospect  of  arranging  ourafiiFs  wilk 
this  Goverament,  especially  that  one  whihh  t^ 
spects  our  trade  with  the  colonies  of  its  enemiBt 
on  satisfactory  terms,  a  very  favorable  one.  Iti* 
certain  that  nothing  more  favorable  was,  oreooH 
reasonably  have  been  expected  from  thefinti** 
lerriew  with  the  present  Minister. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  ]W 
very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  ItlDNROB. 

No.  43. 
lb.  KaniM  to  lb.  Madisoii. 

LoHBotf,  Ihbrwrjf  98, 
Sir:  Presnming  that  it  may  be  satisftctory  to 
tbe  President,  anif  anrfhl  to  be-  made  ae^naiaM 
withoat  delay  with  erery  incident  that  oeflSK: 
I'have  the  pleasure  to  send  yoo  a  eapy  of  a  1^ 
note  to  Mr.  Fox,  on  oar  eoaeems  in  his 
In  oar  first  iaterriew  be  promised  to  exaaHoe  w 
papen,  ud  giro  me  amnar  at  u  atrif 
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as  I  did  aot  hear  rnm  bim  wirUn  thetiow  I  lud 
exp«ct«d,  leftlted  agau),  wIkd  ha  iDformsd  ine 
tbat  he  had  not  y«t  been  abUtatakeup  tbe^mer- 
»»n  p«pen,  but  should  tooa  do  iu  He  aalud  in 
what  shape  the  moat  interesting  topic  presented 
itself.alludiDg,asI  undersioodj  totheiate  seizures? 
I  replied  by  a  couplaint  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  a  violttion  by  Great  Britain  of  the  rela- 
tions si^bting  between  the  countries;  and  I 
illostmted  the  recuik  hj  a  sketch  of  she  eon- 
duet  of  his  QoTernment  in  the  most  materiel  cir- 
eamstanees.  To  the  merits  of  the  ease  be  said 
hat  Uuie.  What  be  did  Fajr,  howerer,  was  eon- 
ciliatiag;  and  b«  repeated,  what  he  had  said  in 
the  former  interTiaw,  his  earnest  desire  to  see  the 
affairs  of  the  two  eaauries  plaoed  on  liie  most 
ffiqndljr  footing.  He  assvied  me  that  I  shoold 
hesr  from  him  as  soon  as  he  had  read  the  papers, 
which  he  wonld  do  without  delay.  I  intimated 
thmt,  by  giving  him  a  summary  of  the  whole,  I 
Biflht  perhaps  facilitate  bis  research,  to  which  be 
assented.  It  was  oa  that  ground  that  I  addressed 
him  the  enclosed  note. 

I  have  since  reeeired  your  letter  of  January  13, 
ip  which  you  promise  to  send  me  an  examina- 
tion of  the  British  principle  lately  published,  the 
numorials  of  the  merebaots  of  our  principal 
towns,  and  other  documents  illustrative  of  the 
subject.  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  these,  and 
aball  oertaioly  endeavor  to  draw  from  them  all 
the  aid  whieh  they  can  furnish.  The  letter  re- 
ierred  to  in  d»  commencement  of  that  of  the  13th 
has  not  come  to  hand,  nor  hu  any  of  a  later  date 
than  Decefflber  4.  I  shall  be  altentire  to  the  in- 
janetion  eontained  in  the  last  paragraph  of  that 
of  the  13th. 

As  the  subject  is  .nowiairly  before  the  new 
ministry,  who  seem  to  be  well  disposed  in  the 
business,  permit  me  to  sobmii  it  to  consideration 
whalhef  .It  may  not  be  better  that  no  maapurtf 
should  be  deiSnitively  adopted,  or,  if  already  adopt- 
ed, be  executed  till  a  fair  experiment  be  made  of 
what  may  be  expected  of  it.  By  suspending  what 
might  have  been  contemplated  ia  another  view, 
mna  even  necessary,  it  may  tend  to  conciliate 
tbose.now  in  power,  and  be  productive  of  good. 

I  hare  tha  aonoc  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
copsideiation,  yooM  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


PaiNCE's  Stbebt,  25, 1806. 
Sib:  I  hare  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  note 
of  the  papers  which  are  material  in  my  cortes- 
poadmee  with  your  tuedecessors  on  certain  in- 
teresting times,  which  have  been  for  some  time 
<Z«peoduig  oetween  ear  Governments,  and  are 
still  unsettled.  These  are,  IsU  The  rights  of 
xaeatial  Powers  in  eectain  specified  cases ;  3d.  The 
impressment  of  American  and  desertion  of  Britbb 
B«ai&en;  and  3d.  The  boundary  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  possessions  io 
^laeriea.  The  papers  referred  to  will,  I  [resume, 
sufieicatly  illustrate  these  topics.  I  shall,  bow- 
ewer,  be  permitted  to  accompany  them  with  some 
remark^  to  explain  the  eonm  whieh  the  business , 


hM  takm.  and  the  state  in  which  yon  reamra  ibt. 
Aware  of  the  abuses  which  had  wen-piaetised, 
in  respect  to  neutral  rights  and  seamen  in  the 
last  war,  and  of  their  injurious  effect  oa  the  inter- 
est of  bath  countries,  my  Government  was  reiy 
desirous  to  prevent  a  sepetition  of  them  in  the 

E resent  one.   With  that  view,  aad  by  its  order,  I 
ad  the  honor  to  propose  to  Lord  Hawkesbury, 
soon  after  the  commenoemeut  pf  the  war,  en  ar- 
rangement by  coarantion  of  these  interests,  on 
soea  just  and  fur  conditions  as  was  presumed 
wopld.  have  been  readily  acceded  to.  You  .will 
see  by  the  project  which  I  then  presented  to  his 
Lordship  at  bis  request,  that  the  object  was  strictly 
to  prareot  abases  and  tbe  ill  eoosfquences  inci- 
dent to  them,  aot  to  aeqaire  anyadfantafeMthe 
United  States  by  the  establishment  of  eontronit* 
ed  principles  in  tha  one,  or  uoreaaooable. preten- 
sions in  the  ethpr  ease.  In  respeet  to  neutial 
rights,  it  was  proposed  to  adopt  between  tbe  Gor* 
ernments,  in  such  eases  as  were  more  liable  to 
abuse,  certain  principles  or  rales  of  coodaot  whiah 
Great  Britaia  had  already  assented  to  in  her 
Treaty  with  Russia  in  1801.   As  those  Powers 
had  entered  into  that  treaty  for  the  express  par- 
poec'of  d^aing  the  law  of  nations  in  the  eases  to 
which  it  applied,  aod  Great  Britain  bad  adopted 
its  conditions  afterwards  iu  separate  conventioBs 
with  Denmark  aod  Sweden,  with  tbe  same  view, 
it  was 'concluded  that  her  Government  would  net 
hesitate  to  admit  its  doctrine,  or  to  observe  its  in- 
junctions with  other  Powers.  The  same  motive 
was  felt  and  respected  in  the  preposiiion  vbioh  i 
had  tbe  honor  to  make  in  raspeot  to  seamen.  Tbe 
sensibility  of  the  Gevernraea^  and  indeed  of  the 
-whole  natioD,  had  been  subjected  to  great  and 
almost  continual  exeiteraent  by  tbe  abuses  whidh 
had  been  eoamttted  in  that  line,  on  the  high  seas, 
in  the  islandS|  and  sometimes  in  the  ports,  of  the 
United  States.  The  sons  of  respectable  citizeas 
had  be^n  snatched  from  them,  many  of  whom 
were  doomed  never  to  leturo,  to  be  slain  in  wars 
to  wbioh  thefr  country  was  not  a  party,  or  oth«- 
wise  perish  in  a  foreign  service.   No  rale  had 
been  established  by  tbe  Gowrameat  to  discrimi- 
nate between  Americao  and  British  seamen,  a 
thlag  not  easily  done  by  the  most  impartial,  and 
tbe  commanders  of  many  of  His  Msgesty's  ships 
of  war  and  privateers,  esfieoially  the  latter,  ac- 
knowledged none  bot  their  own  judf  menis  in 
making  the  disorimiitatioD.  The  lughast  Abm»-  '  , 
can  documents  were  often  eithar  not  lookedat, 
or  utterly  disregarded.  It  was  cvidcotly  impflo- 
Tper  that  an  interest  of  a  nature  so  deUcateiaad 
loaportaati  one  which  is  so  intimately  leooneeMd 
with  the  sovereignty  and  it^depeodeoce  of  the 
natioDgshoulil  be  left  longer  in  such  a  state  of  Qp- 
:  prfasioD.  My  Government  fislt  that  it  wotdd  be 
wantit^  in  what  it  owed  to  its  character  aa  in  its 
duty,  if  it  did  not  endeavor  to  put  an  nd  toa 
practice  so  injurious,  and  dt  the  same  time  ao  de- 
grading.  It  was,  therefore,  one  of  the  ohieets  of 
the  project  referred  to,  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
that  evil.   But  it  was  understood  that  Great 
Bntain  eomplaioed  likewise  of  an  iajury  in  le- 
^M%to  her •e«mm» thfiugh  of  «  diflfnobkiad; 
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for  that  >lw>,  it  was  propowd  lo  provide  an  ade- 

Jioale  remedjr.   In  proieetiDg  Ameriean  citizens 
Kim  impressmeDt,  my  GoveramcDt  mi  flir  from 
desiring  to  extend  Its  protection  lo  any  one  who 
had  pot  a  jost  claim  to  it.   It  wia  renuy  to  meet 
the  iojary  complained  of  by  Great  Britain^  aod 
10  auppresa  it  by  the  most  effectual  means  in  its 
power.   These  propofitioDs  were  neither  accepted 
nor  rejected  by  Lord  Hawkesbury,  though  I  think 
mywlf  perfectly  correct  in  stating  ihat  nothing 
oecorrea  in  our  eoDfereoces,  to  justify  an  infer- 
«Dce  that  be  thought  them  unreasonable.  They 
vere  postponed  from  time  to  time  at  his  iosiaoce, 
and  Soaliy  transferred  to  Lord  Harrowbjr,  his 
•accessor.   I  rerired  the  subject  immediately 
with  Lord  Harrowby,  to  whom  I  also  submitted, 
at  the  same  time,  a  proposition  relatire  to  houn- 
darieii.   It  happened  that  Lord  Hawkesbury  and 
Ifr.  Kiog  bad  mad«  a  conrention  on  this  latter 
aalgeei  within  a  few  days  of  the  time,  when  one 
was  also  eooeluded  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  whereby  the  prorince  of  Loaisiana 
was  ceded  to  those  States.  As  it  was  not  known 
to  Lord  Hawkesbury  or  Mr.  King,  when  they 
Ibrmed  their  treaty,  tnat  one  had  been  coocluded 
with  France,  it  was  impossible  that  the  conditions 
of  the  French  Treaty  should  be  in  any  degree  af- 
fected by  that  with  Great  Britain.   It  was.  how- 
cm.  apprehended  that,  if  the  British  Treaty 
ahoald  be  ratiAed  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
after  the  conditions  of  the  other  were  known, 
without  providing  against  it,  it  misht  lay  the 
foundation  for  saeh  a  pretension.   It  was.  there- 
fore, proposed  lo  modify  the  eonreniion  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  preclude  a  claim  which  would  be 
equally  unjust  and  unauthorized.  As  this  subject 
is  AiHy  explained  in  my  note  to  Lord  Harrowby, 
«f  the  6lh  September,  1804.  it  ia  vnneeesrary  to 
enter  farther  into  it  at  present.  The  conduct  of 
Lord  Harrowby  in  this  business  was  essentially 
the  same  with  that  of  his  predecessor.   It  was 
postponed  from  time  totime  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Cabinet,  whose  decision  I  was  taaght  to 
expect,  hat  never  rrcrived.   I  bad  been  ordered 
by  my  Government,  before  Lord  Harrnwbycame 
into  office,  to  repair  to  Spain  on  a  special  mission, 
as  soon  a«  (he  bnsiness  with  his  Lordship  should 
be  concluded.   Of  that  fact,  after  waiilnir  some 
time,  I  gave  his  Lordship  information,  in  the  hope 
of  promoting  despatch.   Still,  however,  the  busi- 
■ess  was  delayed,  the  Cabinet,  as  I  was  informed, 
having  come  to  no  decision  on  any  point,  till 
flmlly  it  was  agreed  between  us,  to  postpone  the 
whole  vntil  my  retam  fVora  Spain,  when  it  ahould 
be  resamcd  and  concluded.  I  left  Great  Britain 
oo  that  misaion  ia  Oett^r,  1804,  and  retarned  in 
Jalv,  1805. 

At  the  epoch  referred  to.  the  relations  between 
the  two  coantries  were  of  a  character  the  most 
friendly.  Not  an  American  veuel  had  been  con- 
demned OD  any  principle  which  was  relied  on  by 
my  Government,  and  only  one  that  I  knew  of  on 
any  principle  whatever.  Their  commerce  with 
ooeh  other  was,  as  it  alvrays  will  be  when  left  to  its 
Batumi  counte,  most  flourishing;  and  that  which 
tho  U^ted  Slates  elaimed,  as  a  aeatral  Pomf, 


with  other  nations  oa  a  (bating  which  was p» 
fectly  satisfactory  to  their  OevemiBent.  Atm]ft^ 
torn,  however,  theaeene  was  completely  cbaifed. 
A  system  of  seizure  and  eonderonation  ef  A»si> 
can  vessels  bad  been  commenced  oa  a  principle 
resp?ctiog  which,. it  was  presumed,  (bat  no 
discussion  coald  ever  arise;  one  which  wiicoa- 
tide-red  as  having  been  so  compleielf  settled  1w- 
iween  the  Governments,  that,  in  the  project  ibon 
referred  to,  it  was  not  contemplated  to  nuke  i 
provision  for  it:  ajpriociple  which  hai  btcan- 
nouQced  by  Great  Britain  in  her  treaty  wiibtbe 
United  States  in  1794 ;  which  bad  been  eosdaai- 
ed  by  the  Commissioners  who  sat  aaitr  Uit 
treaty;  which  had  been  renoaneed  by  tbeCoait 
of  Admiralty  in  a  subsequent  deeisioo;  bflM 
Hawkesbury  in  a  formal  communication  villi  af 
predecessor  in  1801 ;  by  tbe  treaty  with  Riniiii 
the  same  year;  and, what  is  perhaps  tiillmote 
eonelosire,  by  the.Qovernmeat,  in  the  ttaetin 
which  had  been  givni  to  that  commerce  ftrik 
two  preceding  years  of  the  war.  I  cooM  Mt 
otberwiae  than  be  much  surprised  at  a  proM(dii{ 
which  I  considered  objectionable  in  so  tsuf 
views,  and  hastened  to  remonstrate  agaiaiiitio 
Lord  Malgrave  in  several  notes  whose  dtiet  in 
annexed.   To  these  bis  Lordship  never  hoDorri 
me  with  a  conclusive  answer,  with  o»e  wfeiek 
acknowledged  the  measure  an  act  of  tbcGoTcra- 
ment,  or  diisclaimed  it  on  its  part.   The  ptocee^ 
iag  baa  been  highly  injurious  to  the  Uoiin 
Stateii;  about  one  hundred  aod  twenif  of  iluir  . 
vessels  have  been  seized,  several  of  whieb  w«  I 
condemned,  all  taken  from  their  course,  detaiin.  ; 
and  otherwise  subjected  to  heavy  losses  aad  dm-  i 
ages.   To  tbe  immediate  sufferers  it  hasbeevn* 
astrous;  but  the  ill  effect  has  not  been  coafiDcdn 
them  only.  It  has  been  severely  fell  in  tke  g* 
eral  commerce  of  the  country. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  yooaboRi 
sketch  of  the  several  topics  dependiag  betew 
our  Qovernmeats,  which  are  submitted  tofW 
consideration.   They  ere  all  of  a  nature  veryii- 
leresting,  as  I  am  persuaded  yoo  will  fiml  bf* 
perusal  of  the  documents  referred  to.  Bull* 
late  seizure  and  condemnation  of  Americta 
lels,  are  acts  which  hive  proved  so  bighly 
ous  to  the  United  States,  and  hare  so  essentuUr 
changed  tbe  relations  which  subsisted  betwtti 
the  countries,  that  they  will,  I  flatter  mytej^o^ 
tain  from  you  a  more  immediate  and  pvti*^"^ 
attention.   I  beg  you  (o  be  assured  that  I  sIisliK 
happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  transmit  l»"T 
Government,  without  delay,  such  commisx*' 
tions  on  your  part,  which  may  serve  not  oalrj* 
heal  the  wound  which  haa  been  thus  ttoexpecRfT 
received,  but  to  promote  In  other  reapeets,  bf  mK* 
able  arrangements,  the  reeipmeal  and  P*"^^ 
interesu  of  both  naiiona  and  the  best  nodVAH* 
infi  between  their  Governments. 

I  beg  yoo  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  iip 
considerattoa  with  which  I  have  the  honor  lor. 
sir,  yoar  most  obedient  and  most  humble  sernaL 
JAMBS  MONROB- 

The  Right  Hoa.  C.  J.  Fox,  A«. 
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No.  43, 
Mr.  MoniDS  to  Nr.  UMna. 

London,  March  51, 1806. 
Sir:  Tour  letter  of  the  13ih  Jaouarjr  is  the 
last  I  hare  received.  Thepaqpphlet  eoclosedwith 
it  has  been  republished  here,  and  I  have  this  day 
transmitted  a  copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Fox,  with  whom 
I  had  an  interview  on  the  28tb.   I  bad  expected, 
from  what  passed  between  ua  on  thci  11th,  that  be- 
fore this  moeh  prosresa  would  hnre  been  made 
in  the  adjnsuneni  of  oar  a&ira }  I  am,  howerer, 
Mrrj  to  add  that  this  haa  not  been  the  ease.  In 
the  fate  interview  I  complained  of  the  delay  which 
had  taken  place,  more  especially  as  the  court  con- 
tinued to  condemn  our  vessels  on  the  principle  it 
had  heretofore  done.   Mr.  Fox  said  that,  till  the 
business  ma  arranged,  he  presumed  the  court 
would  be  consistent,  but  gave  reason  to  expect 
that  the  condemoatioDi  would  be  suspended. 
He  assured  me  explicitly  that  the  late  decis- 
ion was  not  to  be  considered  as  an  evidence  of  the 
disposition  of  the  present  Ministry.   I  endeavor- 
ed to  fix  with  hiin  the  conditions  of  oar  adju^t- 
meot  of  that  question,  bat  found  that  he  was  not 
prepared  to  conclude  anything.   The  tenor  of  his 
conrentation,  however,  was  perfectly  consistent 
with  what  he  had  said  before  on  it,  as  heretofore 
«ommanieBted  to  7011.  The  interview  terminated 
in  his  aasuring  me  that  he  should  derote  the  East- 
er holidays  to  a  full  examination  of  the  whole 
subject,  after  which  he  would  be  prepared  to  meet 
me  on  it,  and  that  he  was  persuaded  we  might 
conclude  it  in  a  month  or  six  weeks  from  that 
time;  that  he  would  certainly  give  it  all  the  des- 
pitleh  in  his  power.  He  intimated  that  if,  indeed, 
M  peace  should  uke  place,  of  which  there  was  at 
present  but  little  prospect,  be  was,  nevertheless, 
desirous  of  settling  this  business  amicably  with 
the  United  Sutes,  with  a  view  to  preserve  future 
harmony.   I  told  him  that  we  expected  payment 
for  the  tpoliatiotks.  He  said  that  that  was  a  very 
serioas  and  difficult  point,  hot  gave  no  opinion  on 
it.    Finding  that  nothing  could  be  done  conclu- 
«irely,  1  had  only  to  assure  him  that  I  should  be 
ready  to  meet  him  wheneret  he  might  he  pre- 
pared, which  I  hoped  would  be  immediately  after 
the  ludidays.   From  what  I  can  diAtern.  1  think 
that  there  is  much  reason  to  beliere  that  Mr.  Fox 
luu  the  best  disposition  to  settle  our  difference::  on 
just  principles}  but  it  must  be  recollected  that 
some  other  of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  have 
not  always  thought  with  him  on  such  topics.  On 
the  most  deliberate  reflection,  I  am  convinced 
•tlut  too  much  reliance  ought  not  to  be  placed  on 
these  favorable  appearances,  and  that  there  is 
-cause  to  fear  that  if  the  Congress  should  separate 
without  adopting  a  system  of  coercive  policy, 
caUculated  to  meet  the  most  unfavorable  result, 
t  beir  forbearance  may  contribute  to  the  disappoint- 
Kuent  of  our  reasonable  expectatious.   By  this, 
laowever,  I  do  not  wish  to  imply  that  measures 
of  the  kind  alluded  to  should  be  carried  into 
prompt  execution.  I  mean  only  that  the  attitude 
^iioald  be  taken,  bnt  its  operauon  be  auapended. 
by  saiuble  powen  to  the  President,  till  he  ahall 


be  duly  notified  that  the  negotiation  has  failed. 
Such  a  8Ui<pension  will  be  deemed  a  sufficient 
mark  of  respect  to  those  in  the  Ministry  who  are 
disposed  to  a  fair  accommcdation,  ana  the  atti- 
tude will,  in  my  opinion,  tend  to  aid  their  coun- 
cils in  producing  that  effect. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  yottr 
rerr  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
  • 

No.  44. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoNDOH,  April  3, 1806. 

S»:  Aa  it  appeared  by  what  occurred  in  mjr 
interview  with  Mr.  Fox  on  the  28th  ultimo,  that 
some  weeks  at  least  would  dapie  before  I  could 
hope  to  bring  our  business  te  any  conclusion,  I 
thought  it  proper  to  make  a  formal  application  to 
him  on  the  31st,  for  an  order  to  suspend  the  sei- 
zure and  condemnation  of  our  vessels  on  the 
principle  of  the  late  decrees.  I  bad  not  requested 
this  in  explicit  terms  before,  because  I  hoped  frona 
what  passed  in  our  first  interview,  that  the  whole 
affair  would  have  been  concluded  much  sooner. 
I  was  fearful,  too,  that  if  the  demand  should  be 
granted,  it  would  become  a  reason  why  nothing 
more  should  be  done.  This  latter  reasoUj  it  is 
true,  still  remains  in  some  degree  in  force,  if,  in* 
deed,  it  had  any  weight  at  first.  It  waa,howertr, 
outweighed  by  the  consideration  that  the  seiznrea- 
were  continued,  and  that  I  ought  not,  on  a  men 
speculative  point  of  expedience,  aa  to  the  effect 
which  such  an  application  might  bare  on  thegeor- 
eral  question,  to  delay  any  longer  my  utmost  er- 
ertion  to  put  aa  end  to  the  practice. 

There  were  also  some  other  considerations 
which  prevented  my  making  the  application, 
sooner,  which  bad  ceased,  if  they  did  not  furnish 
motives,  for  making  it  in  the  present  sta^e.  The 
new  Ministry  bad  a  iust  claim  to  sufficient  time 
to  become  acquaintea  with  the  merits  of  tbeque^- 
tion,  and  even  to  sound  the  Parliament  6a  it,  be- 
fore it  could  be  expected  to  take  any  step  in  tha 
business.  Had  I  made  the  demand  at  aa  earlier 
period  I  thought  I  should  incur  the  impatatioa  of 
a  want  of  candor,  without  a  reaatmaUe  vres- 
pect  of  hastening  a  decision,  unless,  indeed,  hf 
urging  it  unseasonably,  I  might  promote  aa 
improper  one.  To  Mr.  Fox,  especially,  much 
attention  was  due  in  the  mode  of  proceeding,  oa 
account  of  his  character  and  principles  in  refer*- 
ence  to  our  country,  which  are  known  to  he  just 
and  liberal.  It  seemed  probable  that,  by  respect- 
ioe  that  sentiment  tomrds  him  in  tne  measures 
taken,  his  feelings  would  be  gratified  and  bts 
mind  conciliated,  which  could  not  otherwise  than 
produce  a  good  effect.  His  exertions  on  topics  in 
which  the  United  States  were  interested  form  aa 
important  trait  in  his  political  life,  and  it  was  er- 
ident,  in  our  first  and  subsequent  interviews,  that 
he  looked  back  on  them  with  interest  and  satis- 
faction. This,  therefore,  formed  a  special  motin 
for  giving  tiaie  and  acting  with  delieaejr  in  the 
business.  At  this  period,  nowerer,  the  aiqilieah 
tion  seemed  to  be  free  from  nil  tbeae  objeelioM^ 
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wftile  it  bad  become  obvionslf  my  dotjr  to  nuke 
it  by  tfae  eoimderaiion  stated  in  my  oote. 

How  the  Cabinet  is  disposed  in  tbU  qaestion  it 
is  not  in  my  pover  to  state.  Some  of  iis  mem- 
bers are  known  to  have  differed  with  Mr.  Fox  io 
respect  to  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  towards  the 
Umted  StateSj  on  former  occasions  and  in  simi- 
lar cases.  It  IS  possible  that  the  spirit  of  concili- 
ation on  which  the  Ministry  is  tbrmed  may  be 
felt  in  (he  present  case.  Every  view,  howerer, 
which  I  have  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject 
confirms  me  in  the  justice  of  the  remarks  which 
were  communicated  to  you  in  my  last,  of  the  Slst 
ultimo. 

I  eDclose  yoD  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Qnil- 
lemard,  ciaimiDgr  bis  compensation  as  fifth  Com- 
missioser  ander  tfae  Treaty  of  1794,  to  tfae  period 
of  tfae  dissotmion  of  the  EKmrd,  to  which  I  prom- 
iiled  to  obtain  him  yoaraoflwer.  I  faare  the  i^ea- 
sare  also  to  send  yoa  a  copy  of  my  correspond- 
e^ee  with  the  bouse  of  Banng;  A  Co.,  at  the  in- 
atttnee  of  General  Lafayette,  on  a  subject  inter- 
eMlngr  to  hiro.  As  they  bare  furDisfaed  him  the 
accommodation  which  be  desired,  from  consider- 
atioDs  which  cannot  fail  to  be  satisfactorr  to  our 
Qovernment,  I  hope  the  President  will  be  dispos- 
ed to  secure,  so  far  as  depends  on  him,  their  ulti- 
mate reimbursement  out  of  the  laud  which  has 
been  gpranted  to  him  by  the  Congress. 

The  house  of  Baring  A  Co.  baring  lately  pre- 
aented  to  me  a  statement  of  my  drafb  from  the 
cdntineot,  for  my  support  and  that  of  my  family 
there,  I  bare,  after  deducting  a  portion  of  what 
waa  on  no  Wittciple  chargeable  to  the  United 
States,  certified  a  aom  which  I  wished  to  be  al- 
lowed in  their  aeconat  with  the  Goremment. 
Other  deductions  are  still  to  be  made  on  ibe  same 
pHncipIe,  which  will  diralnisb  the  charge  to  the 
puUic,  in  any  view  incident  to  that  btuiness. 
These  I  proiKise  to  make  on  my  return  home,  and, 
in  the  interim,  I  must  stand  in  the  aeoount  in- 
dited to  the  public.  You  wilt  obserre  tbat  the 
salary  of  ihe  Secretary,  fats  travelling  expenses, 
those  of  the  messenger  to  Paris,  and  other  charges, 
ate  comprised  in  the  statement.  I  have  flattered 
myself  that  the  sameprinciple  which  was  applied 
to  Mr.  Pinkney  tea  years  past,  when  the  expense 
of  living  was  much  less,  would  be  extended  to  me. 
Il  is  far  fVom  my  intention,  howerer,  to  make  any 
dfflSeulty  on  this  point,  harinj;  ta  truth  no  right 
t*do  it,  and,  from  many  considerations  very  in- 
teresting to  me,  most  certainly  not  the  disposition. 

lam,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
rery  obedient  serrant, 

JAMES  MONROfi. 

[enclosdbb.] 
Mr.  Menroe  to  Mr.  Fox. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  bis  compliments  to  Mr. 
Pox,  and  has  the  honor  to  send  btm  a  copy  of  an 
American  essay  containing  an  examination  of  the 
pnnciirie  on  which  the  Admiralty  has  lately  con- 
demned the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  As  this 
work  is  written  with  great  ability  and  candor,  Mr. 
Monroe  flatters  himself  that  Mr.  Fox  will  take  the 
ttOttUe  to  give  it  an  atientire  perusal. 


Mr.  Monroe  has  been  mwft  gratified  by  the  i»> 
snranees  which  Mrj  Fox  haa- given  him  ia  their 
sereral  interviews  of  his  dispositioa  toadjiM  Ae 
differences  between  their  Goreruments  on  the 
most  just  and  liberal  principles.  He  has  high 
confidence  in  these  assuraoces,  and  id  thrpfoi- 
pect  they  afford  of  an  early  accomplisbmnit  of 
their  object.  In  consideration,  however,  of  the 
great  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  since  tbe 
commencement  of  tbe  seizures,  and  of  that  which 
which  will  be  required  to  complete  the  buiinen, 
he  deems  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  Mr.  Fox  whe 
tber  it  will  not  be  proper  that  His  Majesty's  Gor- 
emment should  suspend  the  seizure  and  condnih 
nation  of  American  vessels  on  the  principle  ia 
qaestion.  Mr.  Monroe  preamnes  that  such  t  tn- 
pension,  in  any  case  where  one  of  the  parlies  to 
an  amicable  negotiation  was  sufiteing  very  «• 
tensive  injuries  under  the  operation  ofa  priaei^ 
which  they  were  desirous  to  adjust,  woald  be 
proper.  In  the  present  one,  however,  it  seems  to 
bim  (0  be  made  peculiarly  so  by  a  late  decison 
of  the  Lords  Commissioncra  of  Appeals,  ia  tbe 
case  of  William  Treffrey.  which  confirms  tbe 

Erinciples  of  the  former  decisions,  which  hire 
eeo,  as  Mr.  Monroe  presomeMo  justly  com[Miii' 
ed  of  by  his  Government.  He  apprehends  tbU 
this  decision,  unlera  followed  by  the  suspeoticn 
proposed,  will  be  considered  by  the  United  Sistei 
and  His  Majesty's  cruisers,  as  a  sanction  by  tbe 

E resent  Government  to  the  policy  which  has  been 
eretofore  pursued.  In  case  His  Majesty's  Gsr* 
ernmcnt  thinks  proper  to  adopt  tbe  measure  vbid 
is  requested,  Mr.  Monroe  hopes  that  Mr.  Fa 
will  be  so  good  as  to  ffire  faim  early  notice  of  1^ 
that  he  may  transmit  it  to  his  Goremment  «iib> 
ont  delay. 

No.  45. 
Mr.  MoDTOe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoMnoN,  April  16, 1806. 
Sir:  }  received  yesterday  a  note  from  Mr. Foi 
appointing  to-morrow  (Saturday  19th)  foraaio* 
terview,  with  which  I  shall  of  course  comply.  I 
met  him  afterwards  and  had  a  conversation  witb 
him  in  the  Q,ueen*s  drawing  room,  which,  bern^ 
of  an  interesting  nature,  I  hasten  to  commuoiesie 
to  you.  He  took  me  aside,  and  observed  thit  we 
must  now  soon  settle  our  business.  I  replied,  tbit 
I  hoped  he  was  ready  to  do  it.  He  intionted 
that  he  was  so  essentially ;  that  he  would  begin 
it  on  Saturday  and  pursue  it  without  delay  floiil 
it  was  condaoed:  some  remirks  of  his  hariH 
led  the  conversation  to  tbe  merits  of  the  (Nrinciiv 
topic,  I  told  htm  that  he  must  leare  os  in  the  en- 
joyment of  tbe  trade  in  question,  and  pa)r  ns  for 
the  property  taken.  To  the  first  proposition  be 
imraediatelr  assented.  To  the  second,  be  aij 
there  would  be  objections.  He  added,  that  he  bed 
taken  steps  to  prohibit  the  further  condemnatioB 
of  our  ressels  and  cargoes,  as  1  had  desired,  of 
which  be  intended  to  have  informed  me  by  note; 
but  had  been  prerented  by  other  business;  he  hsd 
no  objeetioD,  however,  still  to  do  il.  I  cannot  be 
posltire  wfaetfaer  fae  said  that  tbe  prohibitioo  ex- 


Digilized  by 


Google 


leaded  also  to  the  seizure  of  ouc  veMeU,  (hough  1 
nther  think  it  did<  When  I  see  him  to-morrow 
I  tball  easily  ascertain  this.  He  observed  that 
we  must  make  some  arraiieements  to  aceommo- 
date  them  in  returit;  that  the  practice  of  buying, 
or  pretending  to  buy,  enemies*  vessels,  as  was  done 
in  tlie  North,  ought  to  be  suppressed,  and  he  hoped 
that  I  would  join  bim  in  it.  I  said  that  we  would 
do  all  we  could  to  prevent  fraudulent  practices; 
that  such  purchases  were  rareljr  made  by  oor  cit- 
izens, as  we  were  rather  sellers  than  purchasers 
of  ships.  He  considered,  it  in  that  Itgbt,  and  I 
found  wished  some  precedeut  from  us,  wtiicb 
might. avail  him  in  the  North,and  make  more  ac- 
ceptable ai  home  the  accomrnodation  given  us  in 
other  respects.  I  left  this  topic  open,  uaviog  said 
nothing  to  compromit  myself  on  it.  As  the  whole 
of  this  cooversatioa,  though  apart,  was,  neverthe- 
l«as,  in  a  public  room,  iuU  of  company,  it  was 
impossible  to  make  it  move  precise.  I  coold  not, 
thereibre,  attempt  to  ascertain  to  what  length  he 
was  willing  to  leave  the  commerce  with  enemies' 
colonies  free.  I  shall  doubtless  collect  bis  idea, 
on  that  point  to-morrow,  since  it  seems  best  to 
hear  bis  proposition  before  I  say  anything  on  it, 
mud  I  shall  not  fail  in  any  case  to  attend  to  your  < 
iostruetion  of  January  13th. 

I  have  sent  you  two  copies  of  a  pamphlet,  enti- 
tled "An  Inquiry  into  the  State  of  the  Nation," 
Ac,  which  is  attributed  to  Lord  Holland,  and,  as 
I  presume,  with  reason.  It  breathe:)  very  liberal 
sentimeots  towards  the  United  States,  and  ia  rer 
gud  to  them,  as  to  other  objscts,  is  probably  in- 
tended to  prepare  the  public  mind  for  the  system 
of  policy  adopted  by  (he  present  Ministry.  It 
looks  towards  a  general  peace,  and  may  be  writ- 
tea  to  promote  it.  Communications  luve  taken 

eace  between  this  Qovernment  and  that  of  France 
idjTr  whieh  aie  supposed  to  touch  that  subject; 
but  as  I  know  nothing  on  it  which  tlie  papers  do 
not  contain,  it  is  useless  for  me  to  haautrd  coojec- 
tOTM  00  facts  which  are  of  a  general  character, 
npd  equally  well  known  to  you. 

I  am  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  yoor 
varr  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONEOE. 

P.  8.  I  have  alao  sent  you  a  work  of  Lord 
Slieffield's,  wMeh  treatsmocfa  on  our  sobjeet.  He 
appears  to  have  worked  himself  up  to  a  pitch  of 
ffvMt  |«nion,  and  to  mistake  facts  so  obvious  to 
dMeefiOA.  as  to  allow  that  apology  for  it. 

The  13th  JaHary  is  the  date  of  the  Iftst  letter  ! 
hive  ftom  yml. 

No.  46., 

Mr.  Monroe  ta  Mr.  Madisen. 

LoNOOw,  A^rit  20, 1806. 
Sib:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  intorm  yoo  that  I 
had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Fox  yesterday,  ia 
which  we  conferred  on  all  the  interesting  topics 
depending  between  our  Governments.  The  re- 
Boft  was  as  satisfactory  in  respect  to  his  own 
Tiews  as  his  more  early  communications  had 
promised,  and  |pive  a  prospect  more  favorable  of 
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the  disposition  of  the  Cabinet  generally  than  Z 
had  anticipated.  The  anbetance  of  what  passed 
in  our'  conference  of  the  17ih  was  fully  confirmed 
in  this,  and  bis  sentiments  on  some  poinu  tm- 
which  I  had  not  then  clearly  understood  them, 
wore  made  more  explicit.  The  prohibitLon  mea- 
tioned  in  my  letter  of  the  18ih  is  to  be  extended 
to  the  seizure  as  well  astheeoodemnatioa  of  oar: 
vessels,  of  which  he  i»  to  give  me  official  notice 
in  a'  day  or  two.  Oa  the  principle,  there  seems 
to  be  no  question  between  as  but  in  respect  to 
the  direct  trade  between  the  colony  and  the  parent 
country.  To  the  justice  of  our  claim  of  indem- 
nity he  said  little,  out  I  see  that  it  is  a  point  which 
(h«  ministry  will  find  it  difficult  to  conoede,  from 
a  variety  oi  considerations.  .1  am,  however,  not 
without  the  ho^  that.it  may  be  placed  on  a, 
satisfactory  footing.  He  eapreseed  a  desire  to 
take  up  the  subject  of  eommeree  generally,  more' 
especially  in  respect  to  the  West  Indies,  the  io" 
teroourae  between  which  and  the  United  States 
he  tbooght  it  important,  to  both  eountrica  to  ar* 
range  at  this  time.  I  showed  a  wiUingness  te. 
neet  him  on  the  general  subject,  or  any  part  of 
it,  on  which  we  could  agree.  The  seatimeais 
which  he  expressed  on  this  and  every  other  8ub> 
ject  to  which  our  cooversatioa  extended,  were  of' 
a  very  liberal  kind,  and  oommunicated  with 
frankness  and  candor.  He  admitted  tbat  it  ought 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  United  Slates  would 
allow  their  productions  and  resources  which  wete- 
oeoessary  to  the  existence  of  the  West  India 
colonies,  to  be  drawn  from  them  otherwise  than 
on  fair  principles  of  reciprocity.  It  was  tinaUy 
agreed  that  he  should  write  me  a  second  letter^ 
wKich  would  be  in  reply  to  those  I  had  written, 
to  Lord  Mulgrave,  in  which  he  would  explaini 
the  views  of  his  Giovernment  oa  the  sobjeet  of 
them.  He  promised  to  write  this  letter  in  ar 
week  or  ten  days  if  not  prevented  by  unexpected 
events.  This  letter  will  of  course  lay  the  fouodar 
tion,  on  the  part  of  his  Gloveroment,  of  the  ne- 
gotiation. . 

I  am,  air,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  yopr 
very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Bin  Madlsmi  to  Mr.  M(Miroe. 

Depabtubnt  op  State, 
April  23, 1806. 

Sir:  Your  last  letter  bears  date  on  the  liflh 
of  February.  Those  of  the  18th  October,  llih, 
26th  November,  lltb  and  23d  Decernber,  ana 
I8th  January,  had  been  previously  received. 

Congress  adjourned  the  evening  before  the 
last.  The  gazettes  before  and  herewith  sent  will 
give  you  a  general  view  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  session.  As  soon  as  the  laws  passed  shall  be 
ready,  a  complete  copy  of  them  will  be  tbrwarded. 
For  the  present  I  enclose  only  a  copy  of  the  act 
shutting  our  market,  after  the  15th  November 
next,  against  certain  articles  of  British  manufac- 
ture, riot  withstanding  the  hope  that  the  new 
Ministers  of  Great  Britain  bring  into  the  Cabinet 
dispositions  mp.re  just  and /avorabta  tq  the.tTnir, 
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ted  States  ibsn  their  predeeeMots,  it  was  thought 
most  coDaistent  both  with  self-respect  and  with 
•oonil  policy  not  to  allow  a  change  of  persons, 
without  an  actoal  or  promised  change  of  meas- 
ures^ to  arrest  the  meditated  course  of  remedial 
provisions.  Yon  will  not  fail,  bowerer,  by  due 
explanations,  to  guard  the  act  against  the  impu- 
tation of  motives  and  views  of  a  naiore  to  excite 
feelings  on  the  other  side,  unfriendly  to  a  fair 
estimate  of  their  true  interests.  You  may  with 
confidence  affirm,  that  a  resort  to  such  a  mani- 
festation of  the  sensibility  of  this  country  to 
wrongs  so  long  coniinned,  and  of  late  so  grier- 
OQsly  extended,  has  beeil  bad  with  the  most  sin- 
care  reluctance;  and  that  notbinR  is  necessary 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  smooth  the  way 
to  perfect  cordiality,  and  to  all  the  beneficial  in- 
tsrcourse  of  commerce,  but  a  redress,  which  the 
United  Slates  are  willing  to  limit  to  the  clearest 
demands  of  justice  and  right.  Asa  proof  of  their 
solicitude  to  bring  about  a  final  and  amicable  ad- 
justment of  all  points  in  question  between  the 
two  countries,  aiid  of  their  readiness-to  establiih 
the  principles  of  navigation  and  commerce  in  a 
form  that  will  extend  the  latter,  and  render  the 
former  no  loorer  a  source  of  discord,  the  meas- 
ure has  been  adopted  of  appointing  yourself,  and 
Mr.  Pinkney,  of  Baltimore,  Commissioners  Ex- 
traordinary and  PleDipoteniiary  for  those  pur- 
poses. The  objects  oi  the  appointment,  as  de- 
Kribed  in  the  terms  of  it,  are  "  to  settle  all  mat- 
ters of  difference  between  the  United  States  and 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
relative  to  wrongs  committed  between  the  parties 
on  tbe  high  sea V  or  other  waters,  and  for  estalv- 
lishing  the  principles  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce between  them." 

^  No  time  will  be  lost  in  prepariog  the  instruc- 
tiotia  fur  your  joint  negotiation  j  and  Mr.  Pink- 
ney will  doubtless  not  fail  to  be  ready  to  embark 
wiih  a«  little  delay  as  possible. 
With  great  respect.  &c~ 

JAMES  MADISON. 

No.  47. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoHOOH,  April  28, 1806. 
Sib:  Having  waited  a  week  after  my  inter- 
Tiew  with  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  I9th,  without  receir- 
ing  either  of  tbe  communications  which  be  then 
promised  me,  I  called  on  him  on  the  25th  to 
know  the  cause,  and  to  confer  freely  again  on 
onr  affairs,  if  be  should  be  so  disposed.  As  he 
anticipated  the  object  of  the  visit,  we  soon  en- 
tered on  it.  After  some  introductory  remarks  <  n 
other  topics  he  began  by  asking  what  was  tbe 
minimum  of  our  demands  respecting  the  seizures? 
Could  we  not  agree  in  some  modification  ot 
our  respective  pretensions,  some  compromise? 
'For  example,  to  adopt  some  plan  which  might 
answer  our  object  without  compromittiDg  nis 
Government.  As  I  perceived  that  he  alluded 
principally  to  our  claim  to  an  indemnity,  I  ob- 
served, that  if  the  principle  was  admitted  to  be 
with  Its,  the  indemniiy  followed  of  coarse.  But, 


says  he,  cannot  we  agree  to  suspend  our  rti^hti^ 
and  leave  you,  in^  satitfactory  mode,  the  enjoT- 
meni  of  the  trade?  lo  that  cane,  nothing  would 
be  said  about  the  principle,  and  there  would  be 
no  claim  to  an  indemnity.   I  told  him  that  I 
could  not  agree  to  such  an  adjustment;  that  tlM 
right  was  unquestionably  witb  us;  the  injury  bad 
been  severe  and  unprovoked,  and  that  we  could 
not  abandon  our  claim  in  either  case.   He  ca- 
tered into  such  a  view  of  the  subject  as  showed 
a  disposition  to  yield  what  accommodation  be 
could,  in  a  manner  the  least  objectionable  on  his 
part.   He  did  not  seem  desirous  of  discussing  the 
question  of  right,  nor  did  he  deny  that  an  in* 
demnity  was  fatrly  incident  to  lU   He  tim 
asked,  how  the  fact  stood  relative  to  the  coa- 
tinuity  of  the  veyage?  On  what  ground  did  the 
charges  rest  of  the  Congress  baring  made  regu- 
lations to'  evade  the  principle  insisted  on  by  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  ?  I  replied,  on  none  what- 
ever; that  the  question  of  continuity  had  never 
occurred  between  our  Governments ;  that  it  was 
ii  creature  of  (he  Court  of  Admiralty,  who  had 
set  it  up  as  doctrine,  and  supported  it  by  soeh 
charges  to  justify  the  condemnation ;  that  mj 
Government  had  never  admitted  the  right  in  his 
to  impose  any  restraint  on  tbe  trade  of  neutrals 
irtth  enemies'  colonies,  other  than  with  the  parent 
country ;  that  bis  Government  had  repeatedly  ad- 
mitted and  established  that  claim  by  the  most 
solemn  acts,  as  bad  been  proved  by  the  doca- 
ments  in  his  poasesaion ;  that  he  must  be  sensible 
if  my  Qovemmenl  was  capable,  in  any  case,  of 
fMtting  acts  to  evade  a  principle,  it  would  noc  do 
It  in  tbe  prenent  one,  where  it  could  only  aene 
to  create  doubts  to  the  prejudice  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  giving  a  new  sanction  to  the  fonBcr 
pretensions  of  his  (fsvemment,  revive  a  contro- 
versy which  bad  been  already  amicably  sealed 
in  (heir  favor.   I  added,  that  I  possessed  an  offi- 
cial document  which  fully  proved  what  I  had 
advanced  respecting  our  regulations,  which,  wi^ 
bis  permission,  I  would  send  htm ;  be  expreaaed 
a  d»ire  to  receive  it.   Well,  says  he,  I  perceive 
that  vour  minimum  and  maximum  are  the  same. 
I  replied,  that  I  did  not  see  how  it  could  be  other- 
wise; that  we  only  sought  what  wasatriotly  joai, 
and  ought  not  to  be  desired  to  relioquiab  any  por- 
tion of  that.   He  then  proceeded  to  insist  that 
our  vessels  which  should  be  eng^ed  ia  that 
commerce  must  enter  our  pwta,  their  eaqtoei  ba 
landed,  and  the  duties  paid  on  then.  I  said  that 
such  restraints  were  incompatible  with  our  jast 
rights.  He  urged,  also,  that  we  most  unite  la  a 
plan  to  prevent  the  fraudulent  sale  and  use  of 
enemie-s*  vessels.   I  was  apprehen.<ive  that  aay 
stipulation  on  that  bead  might  lay  the  foundation 
of  new  disputes.  _  He  thought  we  were  inlerated, 
as  ship-builders,  in  suppressing  such  frauds;  be- 
sides, says  he,  you  must  yield  somethiug  to  justifr 
tbe  concessions  that  are  expected  frum  us.    I  told 
him  that  1  should  be  glad  to  see  bis  project,  or 
that  he  would  answer  my  letters  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  treaty.   He  as- 
sured me  that  he  would  do  so  as  soon  as  he  could, 
but  as  he  had  (ailed  to  comply  with  hia  £kiimc 
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promise,  he  was  afraid  to  mjke  tDother  as  to 
time,  but  gktt  me  reason  to  expect  ooe  in  a  week 
or  ten  days.  As  I  bad  cause  to  suspect  from  bis 
remarks  on  the  whole  subject,  that  an  order  to 
prohibit  the  seizure  and  condemDatioo  of  our  res- 
Mis  had  not  been  issued,  I  asked  him  expUciilf 
the  question.  He  said  that  none  had  been  issued ; 
that,  ia  irittb,  such  a  step  would  be  to  gire  up  the 
poict  io  aegoiiatioo.  [  inferred,  bowerer,  that 
the  measures  which  be  informed  me,  on  the  17lh 
and  19ih,  be  bad  lakeo  for  that  purpose,  were  of 
a  nature  to  produce  the  desired  efifeet;  ttiese  are, 
I  aappose,  confidential  in  the  Cabinet  with  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  &c.  The  order  itself  has 
most  probably  been  withheld  for  the  present,  that 
k  might  be  connected  with  the  general  subject, 
on  the  priDcigle  abore  adrerted  to  by  Mr.  Fox.  I 
eould  not,  however,  push  the  inquicy  on  that 
point  further  at  the  time,  from  motirea  of  deli- 
cacy to  bimj  nor  did  thcis  appear  to  be  auy  strong 
reason  for  it.  I  cani^t  suppose  that  nothing  is 
done  in  that  respect,  and  am  persuaded  that  the 
bannesa  is  so  far  advanced,  that,  if  laiended,  as  I 
presume,  the  order  must  aoon  be  issued. 

On  the  day  aAer  the  interview  above  men- 
tioned, I  sent  Mr.  Fox  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gallatin's 
better  to  you,  explaining  the  mode  of  enienng 
goods  and!^  paying  the  duties  on  them  in  the  Uai- 
te4l  Slates,  as  I  bad  promised.  I  had  not  done 
th  is  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  because  the  state  of  the 
business  with  him  would  have  given  it  the  air  of 
a  eoncesaion  on  my  part.  I  availed  myself  df 
lh.e  opportnaity  to  state  explicitly,  that  I  could 
Bot  eater  into  any  adjnstmeot  which  did  not  pro- 
Tide  a  reaaoHMe  indeoBity  for  injnriea.  It 
■eemed  to  ma  obrions,  (hat  that  elaim  formed  a 
^Dcipal  difficulty  in  the  (Cabinet},  and  I  w«s 
persuaded  that  it  might  have  a  good  effect  to  gire 
him  what  would  be  eonvidered  the  ultimatum  on 
it.  I  iMve  not  beard  from  Mr.  Fox  since,  though, 
it  is  presuraable  that  I  soon  shall,  for  I  do  not 
aospeet  him  of  the  want  of  good  faith  in  bis  com- 
munications with  me.  It  is  proper,  however,  to 
add|  that,  independent  of  the  real  importance,  of 
the  sabject,aDd  the  responsibility  iocideot  to  any 
coaecssions  which  may  be  naade  in  our  favor  by 
the  present  Ministry  of  the  pretensions  of  the 
former,  circumstances  which  are  likely  to  inspire 
caution  and,  create  delay  in  the  Cabinet,  the  ad- 
ditional one  of  his  being  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Coannbns  for  the  maoagement  of  the  proseca- 
tioD  of  Lord  Melville,  cannot  fail  to  increase  it. 
I  aball,  nevertheless,  do  evervthtng  in  my  power, 
consistent  with  propriety,,  to  briiw  the  business  to 
ms  early  a  eoneluaion  as  possibw ;  and  to  com- 
nriae  in  the  adjoatmeat,  in  the  manner  enjoined 
Bf  my  inatrnotiona,  the  important  questiona  re- 
•pecung  our  acamen  and  boundaries. 

Ton  will  observe^  that  Mr.  Fox  insisted,  in  the 
fete  interview,  on  restricting  the  trade  with  ene- 
mies' colonies  in  a  greater  degree  than  he  had 
done  in  the  preceding  ooe.  I  am  convinced  that 
this  was  prpdnced  by  the  Cabinet  deliberations 
on  the  subject  J  for  I  am  strong  in  the  opinion, 
that,  if  left  to  himself,  be  would  meet  in  arrange- 
BBcnts,  which  would  ^ace  the  whole  business 


and,  indeed,  all  our  relations,  on  the  most  broad 
and  liberal  basis }  in  a  firm  belief  that,  by  so  do- 
ing, he  would  advance  the  best  interests  of  his 
country.  But  he  has  to  consult  and  accommo- 
date with  others,  some  of  whom  may,  perhaps, 
not  entertain,  in  all  respects,  the  same  sentiments, 
Of*  be  equally  prepared  to  encounter  in  a  new 
scheme  of  policy  ancient  and  deep-rooted  preju- 
dices. When  I  get  his  answer,  I  may  remind 
him  of  his  former  concession' in  this  respect,  if  it 
should  appear  that  any  advantage  was  likely  to 
result  from  it.  I  shall  not  fail,  however,  to  pay 
great  attention  to  thb  particular  object,  and  will 
certainly  not  agree  to  any  restraint  on  the  trade 
which  can  be  aroided,  or  is  likely  to  be  disap- 
prored  b;^  the  President. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
very  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROB. 

|;£Bcloaed  in  Mr.  Modkm's  of  28th  April,  1806.] 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Fox. 
Prince's  Street,  April  26,  1806. 

Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Fox,  and  has  the  honor  to  enclose  him  a  copy  of 
the  official  document  mentioned  in  their  inter- 
view of  yesterday,  being  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
explaining  the  manner  in  which  duties  are  paid 
on  goods  imported  into  and  exported  from  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Fox  will  find  by  this  docu- 
ment that  the  regulations  respMtiag  thatauhject 
are  uniform,  and  applicable  to  all  articles  ex- 
ported, and  that  they  were  not  adopted  to  favdr 
any  particular  eommerce.as  has  been  erroneously 
supposed.  Mr.  Fox  will  oe  the  more  sensible  of 
this  fact  when  he  recollects  that  the  Goveinmrat 
of  the  United  States  never  admitted  the  right  in 
Great  Briuin  to  inhibit  the  commerce  in  quea- 
lion  ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  had  concluded,  on 
the  highest  possible  evidence,  as  is  proved  by  the 
papers  in  Mr.  Fox's  possession,  that  Great  Britain 
nad  relinquished  the  pretension. 
,  Mr.  Monroe  considers  it  his  duty  to  observe  to 
Mr.  Fox,  (hat  as  his  Government  thinks  itself  en- 
titled to  the  commerce  referred  to,  and  that  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  hare  been  injured 
by.  the  attack  which  has  been  made  on  it  by  His 
Majesty's  cruisers  and  privateers,  under  eircum- 
siBoces,  loo,  that  were  peculiarly  calculated  to 
inspire  a  confidence  in  their  security,  bis  inslruc> 
tions  f»bid  his  entering  into  any  adjustment 
which  does  not  look  to  the  object  of  a  reasonable 
compensation.  He  makes  this  communication 
with  candor,  in  the  hope  that  Mr.  F\>k  will  uke 
It  into  eonsiueratioo  in  the  answer  which  he  has 
been  so  good  as  to  promise  him  at  an  early  dav. 

Mr.  Monroe  flatters  himself  that  His  Majesty's 
Govtirnraeni  will  be  animated  by  a  sincere  de- 
sire to  meet  the  Government  of  the  Uniied  Stales 
in  such  an  arrangement  as  will  establish  the  re- 
lations of  the  iwo  countries  on  a  ground  of  per- 
manent friendship,  and  that  it  will  be  of  opinion, 
independent  of  the  satisfaction  to  be  derived  from 
rendering  justice  to  a  friendly  Power  which  it 
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has  injured  without  nrorocatioo^  that  the  recom- 
pense due  (o  the  sufferers  is  but  a  trifling  comid- 
atioD  when  compared  with  so  great  a  national  ob- 
ject. Mr.  Monroe  hopes  that  Mr.  Fox  wilt  see 
the  propriety  of  placing  this  business  in  his  an- 
swer on  such  grounds  as  may  pronaise  a  satisfac- 
tory adjustment  of  it,  and  for  the  reasons  staled 
in  nis  note  of  the  Slst  ultimo,  that  his  Majesty's 
GoTemment  wUl  not  hesitate  io  tbe  present  stage 
to  prohibit  the  further  seizure  and  coodemaatloo 
of  American  vessels  on  the  principle  in  question. 


Extract^Mr.  Madison  to  Mrt  MontM. 
Department  op  Btate.  Mat/  15, 1806. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  of  the  23d  of  April,  I  t/ave 
received  your  several  letters  of  the  20tn  February 
and  11th  March.  This  will  be  put  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Pinkney,  whose  appointment  iointly  with 
you,  by  a  commission  extraordinary,  nas  been  al- 
ready communicated,  and  who  proceeds  to  Lon- 
don with  the  powers  and  instructions fovcarryiuff 
the  joint  eomi9i»ioD  into  effect.  This  you  wiu 
find  embraces  a  larger  field  <}f  negotiation  and 
convention  than  fell  within  the  instructions  hera- 
tofore  given  you  in  your  capacitjr  of  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  alone.  The  commission  extraor- 
dinary, therefore,  will  not  be  without  important 
objects,  even  if  those  previously  committed  to 
yourself  should  have  been  obtained.  Mr.  Pink- 
ney carries*with  him  also  a  commission  and  let- 
ter of  credence  as  your  successor,  in  case  yuu 
should  persist  in  your  intention  of  returning  after 
the  occasion  which  suspended  it  shall  be  over. 
A  letter  of  farewell  also  for  yourself  goes  by  him, 
of  the  same  provisional  character. 

As  the  joint  commission  does  not  include  the 
subject  of  the  convention  of  limits  not  yet  acce- 
ded to  by  Great  Britain,  as  varied  by  the  Senate 
liere,  it  will  remain  witn  you  alone,  or  your  suc- 
cessor, to  continue  the  endeavors  to  bring  that 
business  to  a  conclusion.  If'  any  repugnance 
should  be  shown  to  the  erasure  of  the  fifth  article 
as  proposed  by  the  Senate,  and  thereby  leaving 
unsettled  for  the  present  the  boundaries  in  the 
northwest  quarter  of  the  Dnioo,  and  preference 
should^e  given  to  a  proviso  against  any  construc- 
tive effect  of  the  Looisiana  coavention  on  the  in- 
tention  of  the  parties  at  the  signature  of  the  de- 
pending convention,  you  may  concur  in  the  alter- 
ation with  a  view  to  bring  the  subject  in  that 
form  before  the  ratifying  authority  of  the  United 
States. 

I  must  observe  to  you,  however,  that  either  ano- 
ther proviso,  or  a  clear  uoderstandin?  to  the  same 
effect,  or  at  least  an  understanding  toat  the  ques- 
tion is  open  for  future  settlement,  will  be  projwr 
in  order  to  supersede  pretensions  which  the  Brit- ' 
ish  Government  may  otherwise  found  on  their ' 
possessioQ  of  the  island  of  Grand  Menan.  and  the 
silence  of  the  instrument  with  respect  to  it.  This 
island  is  of  considerable  extent,  is  clearly  within 
the  general  limits  of  the  United  States  as  fixed 
by  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  is  understood  not  to 
be  within  the  exception  made  by  the  treaty  of 
islands  appurtenant  to  Nova  Scotia,  since  all  such 


islands  must  be  either  west,  east,  or  north  of  the 
coast  of  that  Province,  and  within  six  leagues 
thereof;  whereas  the  island  of  Grand  Menan  is 
nearly  due  south  of  the  nearest  part  of  the  coast, 
and  is  either  in  the  whole,  or  with  the  exception 
of  a  mere  point,  beyond  the  distance  of  six  leagues. 
No  just  title  can  therefore  be  alleged  on  the  Brit- 
ish side,  and  care  would  have  been  taken  to  guard 
against  a  pretended  one,  by  a  claiue  to  that  effect, 
if  the  facts  of  British  settlement  and  the  exercise 
of  British  jurisdiction  had  been  known  at  the 
time.  The  documents  now  transmitted  will  suf- 
ficiently explain  the  subject,  and  enable  you  to 
annex  a  proper  clause  to  the  convention.  One 
of  these  documents  will  give  you  a  view,  at  the 
same  time,  of  a  late  case  in  which  an  American 
vessel,  bringing  plaster  of  Paris  from  Nova  Scotia 
to  the  United  Stales,  was  condemned.  'In  strict- 
ness of  law  the  condemnation  may  not  have  been 
objectionable,  but  considering  the  continuance  of 
the  trade  for  a  length  of  time,  and  the  official 
sanction  added  to  the  usage,  the  case  makes  a 
very8bt>ng  appeal  to  the  equity  and  liberality  of 
the  British  Government.  The  dependence  of  the 
British  settlements  iu  that  quarter  on  aapplies 
from  the  United  States,  more  essenUdl^to  uem 
than  plaster  is  to  us,  suggests  other  considera- 
tions not  unworthy  of  attention.  These,  however, 
will  be  brooght  most  advantagjeouriy  into  view 
in  one  of  the  branches  of  the  joint  negotiation. 

Mr.  Madison,^  SeerrtsiT  of  8t«l«,  to  MesMS.  Moniae  ' 
and  PinkiHV,  Mioistan  ExtnordiBtir  aad  Fleaif 
potflU^uy  of  the  United  l^tea.in.Laiia(m. 

DapABTMEin*  or  Statu, 
Mif  17, 1808. 

Gbhtlebieh:  I  herewith  enclose  a  commis* 
sion  and  letters  of  credence,  authorizing  yon  to 
treat  with  the  British  Government  cooeeraing 
the  maritime  Wrod^  which  bave  been  comout- 
ted,  and  the  regulation  of  commerce  and  naviga- 
tiun  between  the  parties.  Your  authority  Is  made 
several  as  well  as  joint,  as  a  provision  for  any 
eoniiogency  depriving  either  or  the  co-operation 
•of  the  other. 

The  importance  of  the  trustls  evinced  hftts 
being  made  the  occasion  of  an  extraordinary  mis- 
sion, as  well  as  by  the  subjects  which  it  embraces. 
And  I  hare  areat  pleasure  in  expressing  the  con- 
fidence which  the  President  feels  in  the  prudence 
and  talents  to  which  the  business  is  committed. 

It  is  his  particular  wish  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment should  be  made  fully  to  understand  that 
the  United  States  are  sincerely  and  anxionsly 
disposed  to  cherish  good-will  and  liberal  inter- 
course between  the  tvo  nations ;  that  an  nnwil- 
lingness  alone  to  take  measures  not  coqgenial 
with  that  disposition  has  made  them  so  lour  pa- 
tient under  violaiioits  of  their  rights  and  of  the 
roles  of  a  friendly  reciprocity;  and  wfaeu  forced 
at  length  by  accumulating  wrongs  to  depart  from 
an  absolute  fbrbearaoce,  they  bave  not  only  se- 
lected a  mode  strictly  pacific,  but,  in  demonstra- 
tion of  their  friendly-  policy,  have  connected  with 
the  measure  an  ntraordibsry  m!»fion,  with  povr- 
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en  to  femore  enrr  eoima  o$  diSbiaicBf  Md 
even  to  tttfaige  tbe  fomdalMMu-.of  futore  lMraM>< 
ny  simJ  mamal  interett. 

There  can  bethftleia  groradof  onbra^totbe 
Qiitisb  GoTeramcDt  in  tbe  act  prohibiting  the 
imporiatioD  of  ceruia  attieles  tsS  Britiah  maoa- 
faetore,  Isi.  Because  there  is  ootfaiaf  «n  the  face 
of  tbe  aet  beyood  a  mere  eomtaereial  regiriatioo, 
teAdittg'  to  loatev  manofaetmea  in  the  United 
S<aieSf  to  leseen  oar  depmdence  on  a  siagle  na- 
tiM  bf  the  dtMribMwn  of  oor  tnde,  and  to  rab' 
atitatefof  irooUeDsaad  liaeDsmaBHUctureainade 
fmBoneofoaf  piiaeipatagricaltttinl-staplee.  Sdly. 
Bacttose  it  ia  faraluirtof  a  rceijwveily  with  Brit- 
iah nelnsioas  of  Aouriaui  aruclea  or  export..  3d. 
BMaoae,  as  a  coramereial  meaaare  diaarimiaai- 
ii^  in  tisae  of  war  belwatn  Britiah' and  other  na- 
lioosi,  it  has  exaiKidea  in  British  pmotieet  It  de- 
sarrea  attention,  a(eo,  that  a  diMrimiaatim  -ma 
nMkde,  and  uadeor  another  nane  atiU  exietiv  in  tbe 
amoant  of  eonroy-dut^  impoeed  on  the  imde  be- 
tweeo  Great  Britain  with  filuvopeaad  with  Amer- 
ioft.  4th.  Beeaase  tbe  neasnre  canoot  he  ascribed 
to  a  partiality  tomrds  the  enemies  of  Qreac  Bri* 
taiiij  or  to  a  vieir  of  ftrori^  them  in  the  war ; 
bsnng  for  its  sole  object  tbe  interest  of  the  United 
StateSf  wbi<^  it'  pursues  in  a  oMide-  strictly  oon- 
foraaahle  to  the  righto  and  the  jnactioe  of  all 
natlens. 

To  observalioBs  of  this  kiDd  it  nay  be  vsefol  to 
add  that  tha  nfltam  waa  nndertahao  before  the 
late  ehasge  in  the  British  Miamirrj  aaA  dtna  not 
therefore  iaiply  any  wnieular  ouartitt  of  tbe 
-nam  of  the' n?*  ouc^  botiMrsly  a  beUaf  that  ft 
waa  BMNt  eonatitent  with  sel^respeet  nat  to  be 
diTerted  by  an  occurrence  of  that  oatnra  from  a 
gawtad  which  had  been  daUbciately  and'  pub- 
Ikrfy  assumed  ;  not  to  niealioD  ibat  no  asaaranoes 
aafficieatly  dedeitre  had  baea  receired,  that  a  di»* 
pontion  to  correct  the  evil  in  question  predoai- 
iMtad  in  the  present  Cabinet,  vhibt  i  t  was  kaowa 
that  eotne  of  its  meet  disiingnisbed  maaafaarahaTe. 
baretafere  been  anrong  tbe-warmeBt  chamnionaof 
the  marhime  deetcfaaa  in  whiah  tboaa  enla  bam 
their  origin. 

In  one  respeattha  aet  niay«fea  befavoaabie  to 
tbco^petsof  the  praani  Cabinet,  if  itshonld  be 
diaposM'  la  aMkc  nofit^Nriar  ooneeasicm  nfnsed 
by  their  predeeessora,  since  eoncessiona  alooe  eaa 
near  nyain  a  last  mariM  for  eevutn  ioaportaat 
and  pojialBrelaasca  af  British  manufactotes. 

In  fine,  the  aet  -may  traty  be  represented  as  «a 
far  firom  derwating  from  tbeamicaUc  diapontiooe 
of  the  United  Stiicf  toward*  Qraat  Britain,  that 
if  ha*  resntted  solely -fram  tbe  iaaffioaoy  of  their 
protracted  and  reiterated  eadeavors  otherwise  to 
obtain  a  just  redress,  and  from  a  hope  that  an  ap>- 
peal,  in  thia  peaceable  rorm,(o  the  leAectionaaDd 
interests  of  an  enlightened  nation  muld  be  mere 
BWeeksfsl  in  remortngeTerT  obaiade  to  a  perfect 
and  permanent  cordiality  between  tba  cvro  natioas. 

Tbe  inatMctient  given  to  Mr.  Monroe,  Jaao' 
ary  5, 1801|  haring  uken  iato  view,  and  bnng 
still  applicable  to  a  great  proportion  of  tbe  mat- 
ter now  eommiMed  to  your  joint  negatiatioBs^  it 
will  be  ttos^  coDveaiant !» refer  yon  lo  tboaa  in'- 


stroetioBs  aa  your  gaoerd  9oiA^  ayd  to  oonfiae 
the  present  to  IM  alteiatioas  Mid  additiona, 
wbica  a  ' change  <^  ciroamataacea,  or  a  eontem- 
plalion  of  new  objects,  may  require. 

The  Bntartieleof  the  prcyect  comprised  iathe 
instructions  of  180i  jelaiea  to  the  impressment  of 
seaaaea.  The  importance  of  an  effectual  remedy 
for  this  praotice  aerires  ni^eocy  from  the  licnt- 
tioasness  wit^  whtcb  it  ia  suit  punaed,  and  frona 
the  Rowing  impaiiaace  of  this  country>  under  it* 
So  udispeasable  is  soma  adequate  provisioa  for 
the  eaae,  that  the  President  mahca  it  a  necessary 
prelimaoarv  to  any  atipalaiioa  rcqniriag  a  repeal 
of  the  aet  sbnttiao'the  market  of  the  United  Stalea 
egainst  certain  Btitisb  mnufactnres.  At  the 
same  tim*  ha  authorizes  yoo,  in  case  tbe  olti* 
matum,  aa  stated  in  the  article  above  referred  to, 
should  not  be  acceptabto  to  the  British  Goratai- 
ment,  to  aubsiaatiate  one  in  the  tanaa  fdlowmg : 
"No  seameft  aos  aeafiiring  persona  shall  upon 
the  high  saaa,  and  withmit  the  jurisdiction  of 
either  party.  be  demanded  or  taken  out  of  any 
ship  or  vessel  belmging  to  thecitizens  or  subjects 
of  one  of  the  parties,  by  the  public  «r  pnvata 
armed  ships  or  men  of  war,  belonging  to  or  in  tbe 
service  of  the  other  party ;  aad  auict  orders  shall 
be  given  fiar  lha  dae  ofaMrrawta  of  thia  engage* 
meat." 

An  article  in  these  terms  was,  with  the  acqui- 
escence of  Lord  Ilawkesbnryand  Mr.  Addington, 
concerted  between  Mr.  Ejii^  aad  Lord  8t.\in- 
cent.  on  tba  apyroacbing  renewal  of  the  late  war. 
It  was  frustrated  by  an  exception  of  tbe  "  narrow 
seas,"  inserted,  by  Lord  St.  VinoeBt  j  an  eicep* 
tion  ao  aridently  inadmiaaible.  both  in  ptiocitHe 
and  in  pnetice,  that  it  must  have  been  intended 
as  a  pretext,  for  evading  tbe  stipulation  at  that 
time.  Perhape  tbe  present  ministry  may  neither 
be  disposed  to  reaort  to  such  a  pretext,  nor  un- 
willing to  avail  tbemaelves  of  the  precise  sanction 
as  fiir  aa  it  was  given  by  their  predecessors. 

With  respect  to  coiuraband,  which  is  the  sub- 
ject of  the  fourth  article,  it  may  be  observed,  that- 
as  it  .excludes  naval  store*  from  the  list^  and  is 
.otherwise  limited  to  articles  siriolly  military,  it 
most,,  if  admissible  to  Great  Britain,  leare  but 
feeble  obisciionatoanaboliUQaofoPBtraband  alto- 
g^er*  In.  the  prescau  sute  of  ihe.artain  Eun^, 
with  the  interootuwe  by  laadi  no  aatlon  at  war 
with  Great  Britain  oau  ba  milch  embarraaied  1^ 
leaRiog  those  partteular  articles  subject  lo  naart- 
time  capture.  Whilst  belUg«ent  nationa,  there- 
fore, have  liitja  intepeac  ia  the  limited  right  a^faiaat 
contraband,  it  imposes  on  neutrals  ail  the  evils- re- 
sulting from  suspicious  and  vexatious  searchea, 
and  from  questioas  incident,  to  the  terms  used  In 
the  actual  eaumeration.  It  is  not  an  unreaae^- 
aUe  hope,  therefore,  that,  in  place  of  this  artiele^ 
an  entire  abolition  of  contraband  may  be  sabsti- 
tuted.  Should  this  be  found  unattainable,  it  may 
be  an  improvement  of  the  article  aa  it  stands  tO' 
subjoin,  lor  the  sake  of  greater  caution,  to  the 
positive  enumeration  a  negative  specification  of 
certain  articles,  such  as  piovisioua,. money,  naval 
stores,  &o.  aa  in  no  caae  to  be  deemed  within  tba 
meaning  of  the  article,  with  a  proviso  that  the 
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BpMlfieattoD  sball  oot  be  eonstrufd  to  inplf  in 
»e  least  ibai  may  RrUeles  Dot  specified  in  tu  ex- 
ccptioD  aball  on  thataceoaat  be  liaUeio  bedrawo 
into  question. 

A  dociriae  bas  been  lately  iotradueed  bf  ibe 
British  eoart3,aDd  ai  length  adopted  bf  the  in- 
stroctions  of  June,  1803.  to  Briiisb  cruisers,  wbieb 
regards  contraband  conrejred  in  one  royage  as 
afitcting  a  rrsumed  or  return  Toyage,  aliboagb 
the  ooDiraband  shall  hare  been  prerioasiy  depos- 
ited at  its  port  of  destination.  It  will  be  a  fur- 
ther improTcment  of  the  article  to  insert  a  decla- 
ratory clause  against  this  innovation  and  tlw 
abases  incident  to  it. 

The  fourth  article,  besides  the  stipulation  on 
the  subject  of  eontraband,  relatn  to  two  other 
sttbjecu:  1st,  That  of  free  ships  free  goods;  2d, 
That  of  a  trade  with  enemies'  colooi». 

1st.  With  respect  to  the  first,  the  principle  that 
a  neutral  fiag  corers  the  property  of  an  enemy  is 
relioquislicd,  in  pursuance  of  the  example  of  the 
Russian  treaty,  on  which  the  article  is  modelled; 
the  relinquishment,  however,  being  connected 
with  and  conditioned  on  ibe  provision  required 
in  favor  of  the  neutral  right  to  the  colonial  trade. 
The  importance  of  that  principle  to  the  security 
of  neutral  commerce  and  to  the  freedom  of  the 
seas  bas  at  all  times  been  felt  by  the  United 
States;  and,  although  tbeyliave  not  asserted  it 
as  the  established  law  of  nations,  they  have  ever 
been  anxious  to  see  it  made  a  part  of  that  law. 
U  was  with  reluctance,  of  course,  that  a  contrary 
atipalation  was  authorized.and  merely  as  a  means 
of  obtaininff  from  Great  Britain  the  recognition 
of  a  principle  now  become  of  more  importance  to 
neutral  nations  possessing  roerwrnlile  capital  than 
the  principle  of  "  free  ships  free  goods."  It  fs  to 
be  particularly  kept  in  view,  therefore,  that  such 
a  contrary  stipulation  is  to  be  avoided,  if  possible; 
and  if  unavoidable,  that  the  stipulation  be  so  mod- 
ified as  to  interfere  as  liule  as  possible  with  the 
spirit  ^nd  policv  of  any  provisions  in  favor  of  the 
principle  which  may  be  likely  to  be  introduced 
into  a  treaty  of  peace  among  the  present  bellige- 
rent Powers  of  Europe.  Should  it  be  known  that 
Russia  as  well  as  France  mean  to  insist  on  such 
a  provision,  and  that  such  a  stipulation  by  the 
United  Sutes.  however  modified,  will  materially 
aneet  ber  eoofideneeandgood  will  towards  them, 
the  objection  to  the  measure  will  acquire  a  force 
that  can  yield  only  totheeoosideration  that,  with- 
out such  a  sacrifice,  the  provisions  for  the  security 
of  our  seamen  nod  of  oar  neutral  commerce  ean- 
not  he  obtained,  and  that  the  sacrifice  will  eflee* 
tually  answer  these  purposes. 

2d.  The  vast  inportanoe  of  the  colonial  trade, 
with  the  cireometanees  and  the  excitement  which 
have  taken  place  since  the  date  of  the  original  io- 
strueitons  lo  Mr.  Monroe,  will  require  that  the 
neutral  right  on  this  subject  be  provided  for  in  an 
appropriate  article,  and  in  terms  more  explicit 
than  are  used  in  the  article  under  review.  As 
the  right  in  this  case  turns  on  the  general  princi- 
ple that  neutiaU  raav  lawfully  trade,  with  the 
eneptions  of  blockades  and  contraband,  to  and 
between  all  poru  of  an  enemy,  and  in  all  articles^  i 


altbott^  tbe  trade  shall  not  hmwt  beea  open  la 
them  w  time  of  peaee,  pnrtiealar  care  is  to  W 
taken  that  no  part  of  tbe  prin^f^  be  expresilrot 
virtually  abandoned,  as  being  no  part  of  the  uw 
of  nations.  On  tbe  contrary,  it  is  much  10  be  de* 
sired  that  the  geoeral  princijple,  in  iu  fall  exicat, 
be  laid  down  in  tbe  siipnlauen.  But  as  tbii  my 
not  be  attainable,  and  as  too  much  ought  not  to 
be  risked  by  an  infiezibte  pursuit  of  abstract  rigbt, 
especially  against  the  example  aitd  the  scotimeau 
of  great  Powers  having  concurrent  ioteresti  vUk 
the  United  State^  you  are  left  at  liberty,  if  foood 
necessary,  to  abridge  the  riabt  in  pnetioc,  si  ii 
done  in  the  supplement  of  October,  1601,  lo  lbs 
treaty  of  June  of  that  year  between  Rwsiaaad 
Oreat  Britain;  net  omitting  to  provide diat» it 
case  Cheat  Britain  should,  by  her  tmticsoria* 
stractions,  leave  to  anj  other  nation  tbe  righi  ii 
a  greater  extent  than  it  is  stipubted  to  the  UDiicd 
States,  they  may  claim  the  enjoyment  ofitiau 
equal  extent. 

The  abuses  which  have  been  committed  by 
Oreat  Britain,  under  the  i^etext  that  a  neettal 
trade  from  enemy  colonies,  through  neutral  porU. 
was  a  direct  trade,  render  it  iodibpensable  tognwd 
against  such  a  pretext  by  some  express  deelifv 
lion  on  that  point.  The  most  that  can  be  eoa* 
ceded  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  is,  that  the 
landing  of  tbe  goodsj  the  securing  the  duties,  aod 
the  change  of  the  ship,  or,  preferably,  the  laodiig 
of  the  ffoods  alone,  or  with  the  seeariag  the  da- 
ties,  shall  be  requisite  to  destroy  the  ioeattiy  of 
the  Toyan  and  the  dtstiBetnaat  of  the  trade} 
and  that  tbe  ordinary  dwammie  of  Ibe  cosiaa- 
boose  oAeera  ahmll  be  soffieieot  cvMwioe  of  tha 
fiwis  or  faet. 

A  satisfactory  prorisbn  on  this  sabjeet  of  a  trade 
with  enemy  colonies  is  deemed  of  so  much  codn- 
quenee  to  tbe  rights  and  ioteresu  of  the  Uoiud 
States,  aod  is  so  well  understood  to  have  beea 
conumplated,atong  with  a  like  provisioa  agaiait 
the  impressment  of  seamen,  in  the  late  act  of 
Congress  prohibiting  the  importation  of  ceitain 
classes  of  British  manufactures,  that,  as  was  ee- 
joioed  with  respect  to  the  provision  against  iai* 
pressmeot,  no  stipulation  is  to  be  entered  inioaot 
consistent  with  a  oontiiHiance  of  that  act,  malm 
tbe  provision  with  reapcot  to  the  colonial  tiadabi 
also  obtained. 

la  remodelling  the  provision  with  respeot  is 
tbe  colonial  trade,  yon  may,  with  great  propriety, 
urge  a  distinotion  between  the  West  India  eolo- 
Diet  aod  the  very  distant  ones  in  the  East  Iiidies 
and  elsewhere,  and  the  reasonableness  of  limitiaf 
to  the  former  the  exception  of  the  direct  tiade 
with  their  parent  cooniries  out  of  tbe  general  neu- 
tral right  The  distinction  is  supported  by  seve- 
ral considerations,  particularly  by  the  greater  dii^ 
ficuUy  iu  the  case  of  tbe  more  disuot  colonies,  of 
previously  kaowing,  aod  eventually  proviag,  the 
regnlatimis  as  they  may  have  actiially  stood  ia 
time  of  peaee,  and  by  tbe  ruinous  delays  and  a- 

Senses  attending  the  judicial  investigations.  The 
Iritish  courts  have,  in  fact,  admitted  the  distioe- 
lion  so  far  as  to  presume  the  lawfulness  of  (be 
neutnl  trade  with  the  East  India  coloBies,  as  be- 
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'inf  gvnnlly  open  io  peaea  m  wHl  w  war,  whilst 
they  reverie  the  prtsDmptioa  with  reqteot  to  the 
WcM  Indies. 

In  additioB  to  wbat  is  proposed  on  tbe  subject 
of  blookades  in  the  nxlh  mod  wreath  artieltt,  the 
perseveranee  of  Oreat  Britain  in  eoanderiog  a 
notification  of  a  bloclmde,  and  erea  of  an  intend- 
ed blockade,  to  a  fi>reign  QoTernment,  or  its  Mla- 
iaters  at  Loadom  asm  aoiiee'Io  Its  citizens,  and  as 
rendering  a  vessel,  wherever  found  in  a  destioa- 
tKHi  to  inc  notified  port,  liable  to  capture,  calls 
for  a  special  remedy^.  Tbe  palpable  injustice  of 
the  practice  is  a^ravated  by  the  auxiliary  rule 
prevailing  in  tbe  British  courts,  that  the  blockade 
M  to  be  held  in  legal  force  until  the  Governmental 
notifications  be  expressly  rescinded,  however  eer- 
taio  tbe  fact  may  be  that  the  blockade  was  never 
formed^  or  had  ceased.  Yon  will  be  at  no  loss 
ibr  lO|»ic8  to  enforce  the  iaoonsisMiney  of  these  in- 
BovatioQS  with  the  law  of  aatioae)  with  the  oa- 
ture  of  Uoekadei,  with  the  safety  of  netttral  com- 
aaeree,  aad  partieularty  with  tbe  eomnuoieation 
Made  to  this  GoverameBt  by  order  of  tbe  British 
Ctoverameot  in  the  year  18M,  according  to  which 
the  British  eommaadert  and  Vice  Admiralty 
Coorts  were  instructed  not  to  consider  any  block- 
ade ^  tbe  island*  of  Martinique  and  Oaudaloupe 
as  extstingj  miles*  in  resf«ct  of  pariieobtr  ports 
which  may  actually  be  invested,  aad  then  not 
to  eapim-e  vessels  bennd  to  such  port^  unless 
they  shall  previously  have  been  warned  not  to 
enter  them. 

The  absurdity  of  snbstituling  snch  diplomatic 
notifications  in  place  of  a  special  warning  from 
tbe  blockading  ships,  cannot  be  better  illostratcd 
than  by  tbe  fact,  that  before  the  notifieatioa  of  a 
pro|Kwed  blodiade  of  Cadiz,  in  the  year  1805,  was 
veoeived  here  frmn  onr  Miniiier  at  London,  offi- 
•ial  information  was  reeeived  from  Cadis  that 
tbe  blockade  had  actually  been  mlaed  by  an  ene- 
my^s  fleet. 

It  may  be  worth  your  attention  that  a  distinc- 
tion has  been  admitted  by  the  British  prize  courts, 
ia  eoostderation  of  tbe  distance  of  tbe  United 
States  from  Etrropean  blockades,  between  their 
ulizens  and  those  of  States  less  distant  j  the  no- 
tice required  for  tbe  former  beiog  more  positive 
than  is  made  necesaary  for  the  latter.  Von  will 
be  aUe  to  avail  yourselves  in  this  discassioa,  and 
perhaps  in  tbe  modification  of  the  arfidef  of  the 
reaseaa  on  which  such  a  distinction  rests. 

The  iastruetions  in  tbe  hand*  of  Mr.  Monroe 
■xe  silent  with  respect  to  convoys.  If  the  footiajg 
on  which  the  aeutrai  right  on  that  subject  is 
placed  by  tbe  Russian  atd  British  Treaty  of  1801 
cm  be  iHmod  to  advairtage  in  your  negotiations, 
and  ibonld  bo  understood  to  eolneide  with  tbe 
present  way  of  thii^M  of  Russia,  and  other  ma- 
ritime Powers,  an  article  eorre^Moding  ^ih  the 
MjgnlaticKifl  in  that  treaty  may  m  admitted.  But 
as  tbe  United  States  are  not  in  the  practice  of 
convoying  their  trade,  nor  likely  to  be  so  within 
the  period  of  any  stipulation  now  to  be  made,  and 
as  tbe.pro|[ress  of  opinioo  is  rather  favorable  than 
discouraging  to  the  enlargement  of  neutral  rights, 
it  is  not,  in  a  genciil  new,  dcairafale  that  uy 


stipulation,  soeh  as  Oreat  Britain  will  probaMy 
admit,  should  at  this  lime  be  entered  into.  In 
whatever  arno^ment  on  the  subject,  Itroiling 
the  protecting  Tifhl  of  public  ships  of  war,  may 
be  deemed  expedient,  you  will  be  careful  so  to 
expresn4he  limitation  that  it  roay.be  applied  to 
the  exercise  of  the  right  without  afiecting  the 
alwtraet  right  itself. 

There  remains,  as  an  object  of  great  import- 
ance, some  adequate  provision  against  the  insalts 
and  injuries  committed  by  British  cruisers  ia  the 
vicinity  of  oar  shorea  aad  harbors.  These  hove 
been  heretofore  a  topic  of  remonstraaoe,  aad  have, 
in  a  late  iostaaee,  been  repeated  with  circum- 
stances peculiarly  provoking,  as  tfaev  iuclude  tbe 
murder  of  aa  American  seaman  witnio  tbe  joris- 
dtcHooal  limits  of  tbe  United  Slates.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe is  in  full  possession  of  tbe  documentsntplain- 
iog  a  former  insunee.  Herewith  will  be  receiv- 
ed those  relatioff  to  tbe  late  Me.  They  not  only 
so|^rt  a  just  dematad  of  an  esemi^ary  puaiih- 
ment  of  the  ofienders,  and  of  iodemaity  for  the 
spoliations,  but  eall  for  some  stipolationa  against 
such  outrages  in  future.  With  this  view,  it  is 
proper  that  all  armed  belligerent  ships  should  be 
expressly  and  efiectoally  restrained  from  making 
seizures  or  searches  within  a  eeruia  diktance 
from  onr  coasts,  or  taking  stations  near  our  har- 
bors commodious  for  those  purposes. 

Iq  defining  tbe  distance  protected  against  belli- 
gerent proceedings,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  un- 
reasonable, emsidering  tbe  extent  of  tbe  United 
States,  tbe  sboslneas  of  their  coast,  and  the  natu- 
ral indioation  furnished  by  tbe'well-defined  path 
of  the  Gulf  stream,  to  expect  an  immunity  for  the 
space  between  that  limit  and  the  American  shore. 
But  at  least  it  may  be  insisted  that  the  extent  of 
tbe  neutral  immoDity  diould  corre^ond  with  tbe 
claiflBS  maintained  by  Great  Britain  around  her 
own  territory.  Without  any  pnrticulaT  inquiry 
into  the  extent  of  these,  it  may  be  observed,  1st. 
Thai  the  British  act  of  Parliament  in  tbe  year 
1786,  9  G.  H,  c.  35,  supposed  to  be  that  called  the 
Hovering  Aet,ossoines,  for  certain  purposes  of 
trade,  tbe  distance  of  four  leagues  from  the  shores. 
3d.  That  it  appears  tbsi,boih  in  tbe  reign  of 
James  I,  and  Charles  II  *  the  seeoritv  of  the  com- 
merce with  Briiieh  pwia  was  prorided  for  by  ex- 
press prohibitioos  against  the  roving  or  hovering 
of  belligerent  ships  so  near  tbe  neutral  harbors 
and  coasts  of  Oreat  Britain  as  to  disturb  or  threat- 
en vessels  homeward  or  outward  bound,  as  well 
as  against  beU^rent  proceedings  geaerall^,  with- 
in an  inconvenient  ai^naeh  towards  Briush  ter- 
ritory. 

With  Ibis  example,  and  with  a  view  to  wbat 
is  su^esled  by  our  own  experienee^  it  may  bo 
expected  that  the  Briiisb  Oovemment  will  not 
fefose  to  eonenr  in  an  artiel*  to  the  foUowiag 

efleet: 

**  It  is  agreed  that  all  armed  vessels  belonging 
to  either  of  tbe  parties  eogai^  io  war,  shall  be 
c&ctually  restnlned  by  positive  orders  and  peonl 
provisiont,  from  aeiaiog,  searching,  or  otherwise 


*  See    Jenkins,  vols.  1  sad  S. 
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iaterrapUogr  or  dtsUrbisg  TMieb  to  wboBUoever 
beloi^iiiff,  whether  oatward  or  inward  boood, 
witbia  loe  harbors  or  the  chambers  ibrmed  by 
headlands,  or  anywhere  at  >ea,  witbin  the  dis- 
(ance  of  four  leagoes  from  the  shore,  or  from  a 
right  line  from  one  beadlaod  to  another.  It  is 
farther  agreed,  that,  br  like  orders  and  proFia- 
ioBs,  all  armed  vessels  sbatl  be  efiectually  restrain- 
ed by  the  party  to  which  ibey  reapeetively  belong, 
from  stationing  tfaemselTPs,  or  from  roving  or 
borertng  ao  near  the  entry  of  any  the  batbors 
or  coasts  of  the  other,  as  that  nerehantmen  shall 
epprehend  their  passage  to  be  tunssfe,  or  in  dan- 
ger of  being  set  npon  aad  surprssedi  aad  that  in 
all  coses  where  death  shall  be  oeoisioBed  by  any 
pMceediog  contrary  to  these  siipulatioDs,  and  the 
offender  caniiot  comreoieBUy  be  brought  to  trial 
»d  pottidiiBciit  uiider  the  uvs  of  the  .party  of- 
fended, he  shall,  rat  demand-  made  witbin  — » 
months,  be  delireeed  up  for  that  potpote." 

If  the  distance  of  uHir  leagues  eunot  he  ob- 
tained, any  ^stance  not  less  than  one  sea  league 
may  be  sabstitnted  in  the  article.  It  will  occur 
to  you  that  the  atipulatioB  against  the  roviogaad 
boveriogof  armed  ships  on  onr  ttoasto  so  as  to 
endanger  or  alarm  trading  venela,  will  aeqaire 
importance  as  Uie  spnoe  entitled  to  immunity 
shall  be  :Barrowed. 

Another  object  not  comprebemied  in  the  in-' 
structions  of  1804  to  Mr.  Monroe,  is  rendered  im- 
portaitt  by  the  number  of  illegal  captures  and 
tttjaiies  which  faaTe  been  cammiited  by  British 
erttiaets  since  that  date.  An  iudemoity  for  ihem 
is  due  on  every  eonsideration  of  jnstioeaod  frieod- 
sbipi  and  is  eaforced  hj  the  enmpW  heretofore 
gitenby  Qre«t  Britain  henelf^as  well  as  b^otber 
OBtions  which  hare  providedbytrcatyfiir  repair- 
ing the  spoliations  praetiscd  aader  oobr  of  their 
■ttthortCy.  You  witl  press  ibis  as  An  object  too 
reasonable  not  to  be  confidently  ezpcoied  br  the 
United  States;  many  of  the  ola^ns,  iodeed,  for 
indemnification,  are  so  obrioosly  jnst,  that  a  re- 
fusal to  satisfy  them  eawot  be  decenity  made, 
and  oaglit  not,  therefore,  to  be  pcesumed. 

The  two  modes  most  KadHy  presenting  Ibem- 
seires  for  a  comprebeosive  pvoTisiOQ  fortbe  claims, 
are,  first,  the  establishment  of  a  Board  analogous 
to  that  provided  for  ia  the  7tb  article  of  tlie  Trea- 
ty of  1794;  secondly,  the  aubstiution  of  a  gross 
am  to  ■  be  distributed  among  the  claimants  ac- 
oerding  to  a  llgaidation  to  be  made  under  the  au- 
thority of  tb«  United  fitat«s. 

The  eeeond  ia  the  mod*  moat, etigibie,  if  the 
grots  Bom  to>be  allowed  b*  thongfat  to  apnoneh 
the  amount  of  losses  to  be  indemnified.  To  as- 
sist you  in  estimating' tbes&  the.  statemeoits  ad- 
dressed to  this  deparunent  by  the  Huderwriters 
and  ethers^  ere  herewith  trausmioed.  These 
statements,  with  those  fttrnished  by  Mr.  Liymao, 
to  November  1,  will  have  to  be  reduced  :aecord<- 
ittg  to^e  redreaa  wbicbshalLhafre  been  judicial- 
ly afibrdcd,  and^  on  the  other  band,  to  be  augment- 
ed by  the  addition  of  oases  not  reported  bere,  and 
to>be  ooUceted  from  the  senrccs  of  informatioa 
within  your  own  reach. 

IT  the  first  mede  ebottldte-adaVWd,  gioat  care 


will  befoqairfl^inaleiBiibing  Aecasis,laeM^ 
sach  ^ersl  terms,  as  will  eomprebeiul  all  tlwt 
are  fairly  entitled  to  redress.  It  will  be  well  at 
the  eame  time  to  seoore,  by  sMctfyi»g,sneb  of  the 
eases  as  can  be  specified,  aad  as  are  least  soanf- 
tible  of  ubjectioo.  Under  this  head  may  beeloa- 
ed,  1st.  Cases  in  which  the  official  comraosttt- 
tion  made  by  Lord  Hawfceebury  to  Mr.  KiBg,«t 
the  Uth  day  of  April,  1861,  :has  been  vi^ud. 
8d.  Oases  in  whiob  the  rules  of  bLoekode,  ittisd 
in  Mr.  Merry's  eeouuanieation  to  the  DtpMt- 
mcnt^of  State^on  the  12tb  day  of  April,  1801, 
have  bean  violalBd.  3d.'  Cases  where  tarMiilD- 
rial  jurisdicaon  .«f  the  United  fitates  hu  but 
violiU«l.- 

Tbe  Um  of  ttOMtnl  rights  nsawltd  in  the  npM 
of  the  Secretary  «f  State  to  the  Frendca^  on  Ae 
SSth  day  of  Jaaoavy,  1806,  wilL  soggest  othsti» 
■oifieatitms  -whieb  witif  be  aitemnied.  It  ivy  te 
worth  reeeilleeiiBgthat  the-BridBli  Older  of  Coea- 
eil,  bcatfaig  date  Mth  Jnne^  1803;  and  sobjeetioK 
to  capture  vessels  on  a  return  voyue  which  wi 
earned  eontrdmad  in  ihe-oiuwaro  voyagf^  w 
never  promnlged^  nor  -wms  it  known  that  aoeh  a 
rule  was  to  beeofofoed  until  the  Sammerefl8Q6. 
Coidd  tbe  rule  be  reganted  otherwise  than.a<  it 
eectainly  is,  an  innoruion  on  the  law  t£  natioDs? 
All  captures  beftMre  it  was  made  kaawn,  aad  cob' 
trary  to  antecedent  praetfee,  would  be  msibed 
by  an  n^ust  surprise,  finrly  entitUeg  them  to 
redress. 

Tbe  business  to  come  before  such  a  Boaidntif 
be  much  duoainiebed  by  ihe  refereoce  ef  flasei, 
pattieularly  of  ooatsaad  daoaages,  and  suoh  oiba^ 
whoM  deaeeipUea,  by  eommoa  eooMnt,  eauda 
tlwai  to  redcasSfto  the  Kiog^  adrocato^  and  u 
advooate;to  be  named  an  your  pan,  who  may  be 
autbotiied-to  report  tbe  sums  due  aobjeet  to  tbe 
apprritation,  in  eaob  case,  of  Mr.  Lyman,  Oit 
egeuL  As  far  as  the  eases  fall  odthia  tbe  oW- 
vation  here  made,  a  liquidatitm  of  themaay  ke 
carried  on  dnrfog  the  period  of  Mgotiatian. 

Akhoagb  the  :sabieot  of  iodamnificatioDi  fix 
TMst  wroogS'  is  to  be  peeesed  uof.gteatoaini- 
tode  .in  a  saitsfaetory  a^oetmmt  wi  ourdina' 
enoes'witb  Gacat  Brieain,  yet,  aa 'tbe  British  £ler* 
ensmeot  ma^  be  inflexibte  ia  refusing  an  «rnage- 
raent  implying  that  her  caariiime  prtnetpiss  of 
ca{rtar«  were  comrarjr  to  the  Jaw.  of  aatioo^ 
whilst  she  would  not  be  iaflenble  in  stipulitfiai 
a  future  pnctice  eoafnimaUe  to  our  'wisasa,  it  ii 
net  thounit  pro^  4hai  a  pnviobHt  .foriadaaiii* 
tiea  should  be.  an  absdntoaaiditiao  of  tha  iqH 
:of  tbe  aet  ef  Congreia  eoaeeeaing  &iliah  -niaH> 
Jbetnras,  proridsd  •atisfaetacyajaaageiBCdtsaball 
be.raade  relatirc  ite  -imprtBsBkenti,iaBd  the  trade 
with  euemtes'  colonies.  StiU,jfaoire<rer,it  is4o 
be  kept  ia  itiew-that  there  eoe  olaima  fcunded  m 
acta  of  9ei(iab  enisers  violatiag  4be  law  of  •bk* 
tiooB,  as  recognised  by  Oceat  Britaia  herseU;  aad 
others  fooaded  on  uooKpeoted  denrtnree,  withsot 
notice,  from  rules  of  practice  deUbtrately  setlleil, 
aad  formally  aaaoiiaced.  Of  these,  exafaple* 
have  been  refenad'  to  io  the  oonunaaioaiian  of 
Lord  Hawkeshury  to  Mr.  Kiag,aadof  Mr^Hwy 
•a  the  Departmafet«fBtaie. 
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With  respee*  to  dttrms  of  these  seretvl  WnAi^ 
it  is  erident  that  prorfsion  is  clearly  due  for  them, 
and  that  it  maf  be  made  witboat  aoy  implicatioa 
wbtch  can  alarm  tiie  pride^  or  the  cautfon  whieh 
majr  be  professed.  You  ifill  not  fail,  therefore,  lo 
bang,  if  necessary,  these  claims  ioto  riev,  as  dts- 
tingarsbed  from  others  founded  on  controverted 
principles,  and  to  let  it  be  understood  that  a  refu- 
aal  of  them  will  be  a  painfbl  ingredtent  in  the  ve- 
^tatioin  for  RtingiitshiDg  ^eoDteots  on  both 
aidea,  and  etnsolidatlsg  and  penettiatfng  the 
friendship  between  them.  Id  earn  this  disttnetion 
ahonld  operate  In  the  adjustment,  it  will  furnish 
an  addtitonal  reason  for  preferring  a  gross  sum  to 
tbeliqmdatlODs  of  a  joint  Board:  First,  became 
it  vill  admit  of  a  liberal  sam.  if  the  British  Gor- 
enimeni  should  be  liberally  disposed,  on  presump- 
tions not  affecting  her  maritime  principles.  8ec< 
ondly,  bftaose  it  will  leave  the  United  States  free 
to  npply  the  gross  sum  in  redressing  claims  ac- 
cording to  «nr  maritime  principles.  A  precedent 
for  sucn  an  expedient  may  be  fonnd  in  the  con- 
vention of  January,  1766,  between  Great  Britain 
and  Prussia,  whereby  a  gross  sum  of  twenty  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  was  paid  to  the  latter  as  an 
extingnishment  of  etains  on  aceotut  of  iHenl 
captures,  whbont  refiereneeto  iheprecise  rules  ny 
which  it  wBsto  be  applied.  The  Treaty  of  Pardo, 
in  January,  1739,between  Gnwt'BHtiifn  and  Spain, 
Is  another  precedent.  In  that  treaty  the  sum 'of 
nioeiy-dTe  thousand  pounds  sterling  was  stipu- 
lated, in  the  like  general  manner,  to  be  paid  to 
Oreel  Britain  by  Spain,  as  a  compromise  for  all 
leniratiotts  of  maritime  injuries. 

if  the  United  States  succeed  ih  making  satis- 
fbetm-y  arrangements  on  the  principal  points  of 
Impressments  of  seamen,  colonial  trade,  and  still 
more,  if  proTiston  be  aisu  made  for  indemnity 
for  spoliations,  it  may  be  natnrally  expected  that 
Oreat  Britain  will  require,  not  only  the  repeal  of 
tbe  prohibitbry  act  of  fast  session,  but  also  some 
seeurity  that  the  United  States  will  not,  by  sub- 
aeqnent  aea  of  the  Htmenatare,  plaee  her  on  a 
vorse  footing  than  other  nations.  She  may  tea* 
son  ably  aive  that  demand,  on  the  double  plea  of 
having  fi«ned  cm  ttewe  points  whteh  were  Ac 
anfejeett  of  comphiot  on  the  part  of  the  Unhed 
States,  and  of  her  being  now,  for  want  of  a  eom- 
merdal  treaty,  placed  in  that  respect  at  the  dis* 
eretion  of  the  United  States;  whintlheyare  pre* 
eloded  ^  their  treaties  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  (Hc^and,  France,  and  Spain,)  from  the 
povrer  of  hying  prohibitions  or  restrictions  par'- 
tfenlarly  affecting  those  nations. 

The  most  natural  arrangement  rn  that  respect 
-win  be,  simply  to  agree  that  the  two  parties  shell 
enjoy,  in  tbe  ports  of  each  other,  in  regard  to 
commerce  and  navigation,  the  privileges  of  the 
most  favored  nation.  But  the  sTtiete  Should  be 
ftamed  so  as  to  embrace,  ffrst,  eTer)r'prirllege,and 
jMrtieolarly  the  exemption  fVnm  higher  dniies  of 
crerv  description,  either  on  exports  or  imports, 
and  iiKlndiDff  eonroy  dories,  that  are  paid  by  the 
most  ftvored  nation.  Secondly,  all  the  posses- 
aions  of  Great  Britain,  In  every  part  of  the  world  \ 
wHieh  will  aeenre  admissioa  at  all  tinea  in  both 


die  EJast  and  West  Indies,  on  the  same  terms  as 
are  now,  or  mar  in  Aitore  be,  enjoyed  by  the 
most  favbnd  nation,  whether  It  be  a  n-iend  or  An 
enemy. 

The  same  clause  of  the  fboting  of  the  moit 
favored  nation  may  be  extended,  not  only  to  navi- 
gation and  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
two  nations,  but  to  points  which  relate  to  the 
rights  and  duties  of  brtligerents  and  neutrals :  an 
arrangement  which  would  secure  to  GhreatBntain 
tbe  same  right  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  her 
armed  Tesaels  in  our  ports,  and  to  the  exclusion  of 
her  enemies'  privateers  and  of  tbeir  jirizes,  which 
are  now  enjoyed  by  Holland,  Spam,  and  other 
most  fovored  nations;  whilst  It  would  place  the 
rights  of  tbe  Untted  States,  as  neutrals,  on  the 
same  footing  with  Russia,  or  the  most  favored 
nation,  in  respect  to  aearen,  convoys,  Uoekadea, 
and  contraband. 

If  it  shall  be  thougbt  eligible  to  place  the  re- 
ciprocal commercial  ^ivileges  of  the  two  nations 
on  a  more  definite  basis  than  they  would  be  placed 
by  tbe  general  expression  of  the  most  favored 
nation,  (a  stipulation  which  is  liable  to  the  dlffi- 
etihy  .of  ascertaining  tbe  equivalent  to  be  given 
in  cases  where  a  privilege  ii  granted  by  one  of 
the  contracting  parties  to  another  nation,  in  ex- 
change for  some  favor  whieh  the  other  cootraet- 
ing  party  cannot  specifically  give,)  it  may  be  done 
either  by  abolishing  all  alien  duties,  either  on  ves- 
sel or  cargo,  or  both,  and- reciprocally  placing  the 
vesaets  of  the  other  nation  on  tbe  same  footing 
with  national  vessels,  eonformaUy  loa  prbviston 
in  whieh  Great  Britain  concurred  by  an  act  of 
Farliament  in  tbe  year  190S,  or  by  fixing  the  max- 
imum of  alien  doty  which  each  nation  shall  bare 
the  right  to  impose  on  the  vessels  or  caivoes-of 
the  other  nation.  Bot  should  the  last  plan  be 
adopted,  care-  must  be  taken,  1.  That,  in  fixing 
the  maximum  of  the  alien  duty  to  be  levied  on 
ressets,  «U  charges  whatever,  and  under  what- 
ever name  known,  whether  tonnage,  light-house 
money,  port  charges,  shall  be  intraded.  S. 
That  ine  maxhomn  trf'the  alien  duty  to  be  levied 
•n  merchandise  imvorted  hi  the  vessel  of  the 
other  nation  (beyond  tbe  duties  levM  on  siniiti 
articles  imported  in  the  national  vessels)  shall  1m 
a  "per  centage  on  the  value  of  the  merchandise 
4tsel^  and  not  on  the  original  duty.  3.  That  the 
right  of  imposing*  such  maximum  duties,  either 
on  the  vessels  or  raerefaandtse,  shall  never  be  ex- 
ercised so  as  to  contravene  the  other  stipulatii»n 
of  enjoying  the  privileges  of  the  most  fhvored 
nation.  4.  That  the  stipulation  shall  notembraee 
vessels  and  carifoes  coming  from  Or  goingto  porta 
from  which  the  vessels  or  eatyoes  n  the  United 
Stiites  are  exdoded. 

Should  tbe  expedient  of  a  maximum  be  adopted, 
it  mast  not  be  overlooked  that  the  productions  of 
the  United  States  exported  to  Great  Britain  em- 
ploy a  far  greater  tonnage  than  the  exports  from 
Gfeat  Britain  to  the  United  States;  the  Maher 
the  maximum,  therefore,  the  more  fitroniHe  to 
Great  Britain,  who  may  avail  herself,  according 
to  the  degree  of  it,  to  secure  to  herself  the  carri- 
age of  oar  bslky  prodiKthms)  of  whfcfc  lierdvty 
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on  tobacco  imported  in  American  vessels  is  ao 
exatnpte,  [faviog  to  the  United  States  the  oppor- 
4uDity  ooly  of  securing  to  their  reaseU  ibe  carri- 
age of  her  UQbulky  exports;  and  that,  conse- 
qaently.  no  maximum  oagbt  to  be  admitted  more 
unfavorable  to  the  United  States  than  the  r^u- 
latioos  likely  to  prevail,  if  uocontroUttd  by  treaty. 
A  mutual  abolition  of  alien  duties  would  prob- 
ably be  favorable  to  the  navigation  of  the  Uoiied 
Siate^  which  would  then  have  to  cootCDd  on 
cqaal  terms  with  British  navigation,  for  which  it 
may  be  expected  to  be  a  match  at  least,  at  all 
timet,  and  more  thao'a  match  when  Great  Brit* 
un  is  at  war,  which  is  not  less  than  half  the  time. 

The  only  great  branch  of  commerc'tat  ioter- 
eoarse  which  would  remain  unprovided  for,  is 
(hat  of  intercourse  with  the  British  colonies  and 
dependencies;  and  if  nothing  can  be  obtained  on 
that  ground,  care  also  must  be  taken,  in  framing 
the  article,  for  reciprocally  enjoying  the  privile- 
ges of  the  most  favored. nation,  not  to  deprive  the 
United  States  of  the  right  of  making  such  regu- 
lations as  they  may  think  proper,  in  relation  to 
vessels  coming  from  ports  from  which  their  own 
vessels  are  excluded,  or  in  relation  genuiUy  to 
the  intercourse  with  such  ports. 

As  the  United  States  confer  no  particular  ben- 
efit 00  the  British  possessions  in  the  East  Indies 
bjr  their  intercourse  with  that  eoantry,  it  can 
liardljr  be  expected  that  Great  Britaia  will  grant 
uythiog  more  than  the  genera)  stipulation  to  ^ 
placed  on  the  footing  of  tne  most  favored  nation ; 
or  possibly  a  stipulation  to  the  United  States  of 
the  privileges  heretofore  granted  to  foreigners ; 
wbicbj  in  relation  to  the  country  trade,  end  the 
trade  from  India  ports  to  all  foreign  countries,  as 
well  as  that  owning  the  veosel.  exceeded  the  priv- 
leges  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  1794.  Bui,  as 
relates  lo  the  West  Indies  and  North  American 
colonies,  it  must  be  a  permasent  (^ject  of  the 
United  States  to  have  the  intercourse  with  them 
made  as  free  as  that  with  Europe.  The  relative 
situaiiuQ  of  the  Uoiied  States  and  those  colonies, 
and  particularly  those  wants  which  we  can  alope 
supply,  must  necessarily  produce  that  effect  at 
aome  no  very  distant  period.  And  itahould  not 
be  roluntarily  retarded,  either  by  abaodooing  by 
treaty  Ibe  sirooghold  which  our  right  of  stopping 
the  iolereoam  gives  us,  or  by  accepting  any  lemT 
porary  or  trifling  privilege,  the  exercise  of  whieh 
would  diminish  the  proMbility  of  sooa  obtaining 
ft  perfectly  free  trade. 

It  is  not  probable  that  Great  Britain  will  be 
disposed  to  open  the  intercourse  to  our  vessels 
with  her  North  American  colonies;  nor  doe^  it 
appear  that  any  limitation  or  restriction  can  be 
offered  by  the  United  States  calculated  to  quiet 
the  apprehensions  of  Great  Britain,  that  to  open 
the  trade  to  our  vessels  would  destroy  their  own. 
It  is  001  perceived  that  anything  else  can  be  pro- 
posed but  perfect  miprocity,  as  is  eontcmplated 
JO  relation  to  the  intereoorse  between  the  Uoiied 
States  and  the  British  domioiooa  io  Europe }  soeh 
reciprocity  to  consist  ciibec  of  a  total  abolition  of 
alien  duues,  or  of  a  fixed  mftximuin  as  i^ve 
alftled  i  and  the  iatareoarae  to  be  «Uo  either  gsD- 
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eral,  or  confined  to  articles  of  the  growth,  pniteec, 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  and  of  tbt 
said  colonies,  respectively.  It  must  not  befoi* 
gotten,  as  relates  to  our  commerce  with  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Bruoswiekj  that,  however  ad- 
vantageous to  both  parties,  it  is  more  beDeSeial 
to  the  United  States  ihan  to  those  colonies.  The 
importance  of  not  less  than  thirty^  perhaps  fifty 
thousand  tons  of  plaster  to  our  agriculture,  aeeu 
no  comment;  and,  notwithstanding'oarexclnisi 
from  their  .ports,  we  bav^  in  fact}  as  the  trt4e 
has  hitherto  been  can-ied  on,  a  greater  share  of  it 
than  themselves.  This,  however,  is  the  mok  of 
a, connivance  in  practice,  which  may  possibly  ke 
withdrawn.  The  produce  of  their  fisbeties  ii 
brought  b;  them  from  Halifax  to  Boston,  and  bf 
us,  from  Boston,  carried  to  the  West  Indies.  Tbeu 
plaster  is  brought  by  them  from  Fondy  %^>o 
Maine,  and  by  us,  from  Maine,  to  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  the  Chesapeake.  A  strcmg  jeal- 
ousy seems  to  exist  betweea  the  shipping  iotet- 
cst  of  Massachusetts  and  that  of  those  cubaioL 
Hence  the  wish  of  their  Lwislative  AssembUa 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  plaster  in  thetrowa 
vessels  to  our  Eastern  ports ;  and  hence  the  law 
which  laid  the  lighth«iue-moaey  tax,  and  a  h^ 
duty  on  their  fish,  taking  a  way,  at  the  same  tiiH, 
the  dnwhaek  on  the  re-exportation  at  neb  fi^ 
An  enlighleaed  p(diey,aod  a  natual  wiabtopn- 
mote  the  real  interest  aad  wclfora  of  the  iabaU* 
lants  on  both  sides,  should  induce  bMb  Gevera- 
ments  to  throw  the  trade  perfectly  open.  But  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  it  wiU  give  us  a  very  gnit 
share  of  their  carrying  trade. 

The  minimom  which  shonld  beaccefrfeJ  ia  re 
latioo  to  the  intercourse  with  the  West  Iodi«i 
will  be  the  admission  of  our  vessels  laden  loleir 
with  articles  of  our  growth,  produce,  or  masB- 
facture,  the  im^rtation  of  which  in  British  ves- 
sels is  not  prohibited,  on  the  same  terms  aa  Brit- 
ish vessels  solely  laden  with  the  colonial  art  id* 
,  shall  be  admitted  in  our  ports ;  thai  is  to  t^, 
either  without  alien  duties,  or  with  a  fixed  laaxi- 
mum  of  auch  alien  dotievvith  the  two  followiaf 
reatrfetiona:.  1st.  Thu  Great  Britain  wtf^ 
hibit  our  veasets  from  exporting  £rom  the  Britiik 
West  India  isUnds,  in  sugar  and  coffee,  noic 
than  Que-half  of  the  proceeds  of  their  inirai4 
cargoes.  2dly.  That  such  sugar  and  coffee  iball 
be  exported  only  to  the  United  States,  or  tbaiikt 
vesaels  thus  admitted  in  the  West  Indies  ahall 
obliged  to  return  and  land  their  canoes  ia  tke 
Unued  States;  provided  they  may,  however, n 
their,  return,  touch  at  any  other  West  India  islaad, 
or  the  Bahamas,  to  complete  their  cargo.  For  it 
is  usual  to  carry  the  specie  which  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  a  cargo  ia  the  West  Indies  to  Turk's 
Island  or  ihe  Bahamas,  and  there  load  with  tm 
for  the  United  States.  Although  these  restric- 
tions, and  particularly  the  first,  be  inconvcnieat, 
yet  they  may  be  aeqoieaeed  in.  Aa  respeeis  the 
first  restriction,  the  value  of  our  average  expoftS' 
tions  to  the  British  Weat  India  island  being  n 
millions  of  doliara,  and  our  exportations  iron 
thence,  in  every  article  (sugar  and  eofiee  except- 
ed,) being  thrM  miUnna  oCdoUmn^  the  privikga 
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of  brinjsing  in  ret  am,  is  augu  and  eoflte.  ooe- 
lialf  01  the  value  of  out  jexportations,  will  just 
complete  the  return  cargoes.  But  it  woulp  be 
desirable  that  the  restriction  should  be  altogether 
diqwosed  with,  or  that  Great  Britain  should  allow 
the  exportation  in  those  two  articles  to  the  amount 
of  Iwo  thirds  or  three-fourths  of  the  rahie  of  our 
earaoes.  A»  relates  to  Great  Britain,  if  she  once 
yiws  the  point  of  admission,  the  restrictions 
vhich  are  proposed  seem  to  be  amply  sufficient 
to  remoTe  her  minor  objections.  We  now  im- 
port notwithstaodlng  the  nominal  prohibitions  to 
some  amount  in  American  ressels,  about  one  mtl- 
tion  and  a  half  dollan,  being  the  whole  amount 
imported  from  the  British  islands  in  both  Ameri- 
can aad  British  vessels.  The  value  of  our  aver- 
age importations  from  all  the  wwld  is,  in  su^r, 
■even  millionit  eight  huodred  thousand ;  in  cofiee, 
tight  millions  four  hundred  thousand ;  or  more 
than  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  The  value  of 
oar  annual  consumption,  exclusively  of  the  New 
Orleans  suyar,  ia,  in  suf^r,  four  millions ;  in  cof- 
fee^ one  million  five  hundred  thousand ;  or  five 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

To  permit  us,  therefore,  to  import  for  three 
miUioni^  cannot  enable  us  to  re-export.  Ajid 
three  mdlionsof  dollars  compared  with  the  value 
of  the  sugar  and  coffee  exported  annually  from 
the  British  West  Indies,  which  amounts  to  not 
lees  than  millions,  otnnot  in  any  degree  af- 
fect their  own  commerce  or  navigation. 

The  second  restriction  is  intended  still  more 
efiectnally  to  remove  any  apprehension  that  our 
vessels  might  become  carriers  of  British  West 
India  produee  to  any  other  connuy  than  the  Uoi- 
tcil  States.  And  it  may  even,  if  insisted  on,  be 
fiuthcr  agreed  that  no  dnwbaek  shall  be  aUow- 
aUa  on  the  re-exportatim  of  those  articles  im- 
ported fr9m  the  British  West  Indies  in  American 
-TCSsds;  provided,  however,  that  on  that  etmdition 
the  fiiat  mcMioned  rostiietiMi  UnaMng  the  quan- 
tity wfaieh  vuj  be  thus  inqiartcd  from  the  Brt- 
ish-  West  Indica  in  Amsriean  Teasel^shaU  be  dis- 
eaoaed  with.  Tfa«  ntamt  enre  is  to  ba  taken  in 
naming  therestriotioa  on  r»«iportinr  from  the 
UnHeA  Slates  the  produee  of  the  British  West 
Indies  imported  in  American  Teasels,  so  to  ex- 
cess it  as  to  leave  ne  possible  pretext  for  ap{4y* 
Big  therestriccton  to  any  similar  articles,  whether 
■rodnsed  iritlae  the  United  States  or  imported 
from  aav  otfara  than  British  possessions. 

It  will  be  a  reasenaUe  sttpulalion  on  the  part 
of  Qreat  Britain,  that,  at  all  cimas  and  places 
M  which  the  trade  o£  the  United  States  is  admit- 
ted generattf  or  partially,  the  resideooe  of  Coa- 
sels  and  iaotors  shall  also  be  admitted. 

The  duration  of  the  commercial  part  of  the 
tRety,  and  of  any  other  pacta  wfaieh  do  not  es- 
lafalisfa  in  their  full  extent  the  rights  of  neotral 
■Ktaooe,  cM^t  not  to  exeeed  the  term  of  eight 
years;  and  an  abridgment  even  of  that  term  may, 
ptrhap^  be  lendeicd  expedient  by  di*  tmn  oi 
HtMea  aot  ineonaiswpt  with  tiMse  instroetioaft 

I  liaTe  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen,  dec. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

10th  Cor.  IstSau.— 78 


No.  46. 
Mr.  Meuoe  to  Mr^  Msdissn. 

LoHOOM, .  JHby  17, 1806. 
Sir  :  After  my  interview  with  Mr.  Fox,  on  the 
25th  uliimo,!  watted  a  fortnight  without  nearing 
from  him.  This  new  instance  of  delay  surprised 
me,  because  he  had  shown  a  sensibility  to  the 
former  one^and  did  not  seem  aware  of  the  neces- 
sity of  adding  to  it.  Independent  of  the  general 
object,  the  war  with  Prussia,  and  the  blockades 
incident  to  i^  the  docti(ine  and  practice  respecting 
which  it  was  necest$ary  to  arrange,  Airoished  a 
new  motive  for  a  commuoication  with  him.  On 
mature  reflection,  I  thought  it  best  to  call  infor- 
mally, which  I  did  on  the  11th,  with  a  view  to 
enter  on  these  topics  in  the  familiar  manner  I  had 
heretofore  done.  Mr.  Fox  was  at  the  office,  bnt 
did  not  receive  me.  He  sent  the  expression  of 
his  regret  at  not  being  able  to  do  it,  being,  as  he 
said,  just  going  to  attend  the  Cabinet,  who  wm 
waiting  for  him.  I  called  again  on  the  ISthtahd 
experienced  the  same  result,  though  I  had  left 
word  that  I  should  then  be  there.  1  was  inform* 
ed,  by  bis  desire,  that  a  summons  from  the  King, 
to  attend  him  at  the  palace,  prevented  his  receiv- 
iog  me  on  that  day.  I  met  him,  on  the  15th,  at 
the  drawinff  room,  bat  had  no  opportunity  of 
speaking  to  him.  Sir  Francis  Vincent,  the  First 
Under  Secretary  of  State,  being  aequainled  wit& 
my  desire,  promised  to  arrange  with  him  an  in- 
terview, and  to  inform  me  of  it.  These  are  the 
only  circumstances  worthy  of  notice  which  have 
occurred  here  since  my  last,  till  to-day.  I  men- 
tion ihem  that  you  may  be  better  enabled  to  judge 
correctly,  in  all  respects,  of  the  light  in  which 
the  incident  of  this  day  ought  to  be  viewed* 
Early  this  morning  I  receivM  from  Mr.  Fox  a 
note,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  which  you  will 
perceive,  embraces  explicitly  a  principal  subject 
depending  between  onr  Governments,  though  in 
rather  a  singular  mode.  A  similar  communicap 
:  tion  ist  I  presume  made  to  the  other  Ministers, 
though  of  that  I  have  no  information.  The  note 
is  pouched  in  terms  of  restraint,  and  professes  to 
extend  the  blockade  forther  than  was  betMolefb- 
done  J  nevertheless  it  takes  from  many  ports  al- 
ready blockaded  ;  indeed,  fVom  all  east  of  Ostend, 
and  west  d  the  Seine,  except  in  articles  contra- 
band of  war  and  enemy's  property^  wbiob  are 
seizable  without  a  blocude.  And  id  like  fotan 
of  ezeeption,  considering  every  enemy  as  one 
Power.  It  admits  the  trade  of  neutrals  within  th« 
same  limit  to  be  free  in  the  productions  of  ett" 
emies'  colonies,  in  every  bu  the  direct  roote  be- 
tween the  colony  and  the  parent  eoontcy.  1  have, 
however,  been  to*  short  a  time  in  possession  of 
this  paper  to  trace  it  in  aU  its  eonsequanoes  in 
rc^nl  to  this  question.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  the  note  was  drawn  by  the  Qoverament  in 
reference  to  the  queMioa }  and,  if  intended  bytha 
Cabinet  as  a  foundation  on  which  Mr.  Fox  is  ao- 
thocized  to  form  a  treaty^  and  obtained  by  him  for 
the  purpose,  it  must  be  viewed  in  a  very  favoiaUe 
U^hu  It  seems  clearly  to  put  an  end  to  further 
seaures  oa  the  principle  wnich  iws  beea  btMt«- 
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fore  in  contestation.  I  am  engaged,  by  invita- 
tion, with  Mr.  Pox,  on  tbe  19tJi,  when  it  is  prob- 
able I  may  have  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
witb  him,  and  ttiereby  enabled  to  form  a  satis- 
factory opinion  on  the  subject.  I  hasten,  however, 
to  forward  you  the  enclosed,  with  the  above  de- 
tails, as  it  is  important  for  you  to  have  them.  It 
is  worthy  of  attention,  that,  at  the  drawing-room, 
on  the  15th,  it  was  whispered  abont  that  the  bill 
for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  British  goods. 
Sec.,  had  passed  the  Senate,  of  which  it  was  said 
that  intelligeace  had  that  morning  been  received. 
It  evidently  produced  some  sensation,  which  was 
doubtless  the  stronger  from  the  ides  then  enter- 
tained, that  the  bill  was  to  commence  its  opera- 
tion at  an  early  day.  I  observe,  however,  with 
pleasure,  that,  on  the  whole,  the  measure  is  con- 
sidered by  the  Gfovernraent  papers,  on  account  of 
the  period  at  which  it  does  commence,  rather  as 
a  pacific  than  a  hostile  one.  I  persuade  mytelf 
that  the  present  Ministry  will  se^  in  the  circum- 
stance of  delay,  a  strong  proof  of  the  disposition 
of  the  United  States,  not  only  to  preserve  the  re- 
lations of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  but  of  their 
confidence  that  the  Ministry  is  animated  with 
the  same  desire.  I  cannot  help  remarking  like- 
wise, the  fact  that  this  paper  was  sent  me  imme- 
diately after  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  known. 
It  faroishes  a  strong  presumption  that  the  Gov- 
ernment papers  judge  correctly  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  Government  on  that  point.  It  may  be  in- 
ferred that  a  knowledge  of  the  passage  of  the  bill 
hastened  the  communication  to  me.  But  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  the  business,  having  had  its  regu- 
lar course,  was  advanced  to  such  a  stage  that  it 
would  have  been  made  bad  the  intelligence  not 
been  received.  This  opinion,  however,  ia  formed 
on  circumstances  only,  and  may  be  erroneous.  I 
hope  soon  to  be  able  to  give  you  more  certain  and 
satisfactory  information  respecting  it. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  your 
tery  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

[R«Arr«d  to  and  aimkiMd  in  iba  piMedaig  deqiatdt.] 

Mr.  Fox  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

Downing  Strbet,  May  16,  1806. 
The  Qodersigned,  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
rMary  of  State  for  Foreign  A^irs,  has  received 
His  Majesty's  commands  to  acquaint  Mr.  Monroe 
that  the  King,  taking  into  consideration  the  new 
and  extraordinary  means  resorted  to  by  the  enemy 
for  the  purpose  of  distressing  the  commerce  of  bis- 
sabjeet^  has  thought  fit  to  direct  that  the  neees- 
sary  measures  shoald  be  taken  for  the  Uoekade  of 
the  coast,  rirers,  and  ports,  from  the  Htct  Elbe  to 
tbe  port  of  Brest,  both  inelnsiTe ;  and  the  said 
coast,  rirers,  and  ports  are,  and  must  be  consid- 
ered as  blockaded ;  but  that  His  Majesty  is  pleased 
to  declare  thai  soch  blockade  shall  not  extend  to 
prevent  neutral  ships  and  ves!:els,  laden  with 
goods  not  being  the  properly  of  His  Majesty's 
enemies,  and  not  being  contraband  of  war,  from 
approaching  the  said  coasts,  and  entering  into  and 


sailing  from  the  said  rivers  and  ports,  (save  ind 
except  the  coasts,  rivers,  and  ports,  from  Ostend 
to  the  river  Seine,  already  in  a  state  of  strict  lod 
rigorous  blockade,  and  which  are  to  be  considered 
as  so  continued  ;^  provided  the  said  ships  and  ns- 
sels  so  approaching  and  entering  (except  as  ifore- 
said)  shall  not  have  been  laden  at  any  i^  Mm^ 
ing  to  or  in  the  possesion  of  any  en  His  Blijet- 
ty's  enemies ;  and  that  the  said  uiips  and  vcssek 
so  sailing  from  the  said  rirers  and  ports  (except 
as  aforesaid)  shall  not  he  destined  to  any  port 
belonging  to  or  in  the  possession  of  any  of  Hii 
Majesty's  enemies,  nor  have  previously  brokoi 
the  blockade. 

Mr.  Monroe  is  therefore  requested  to  apprize 
the  American  Consuls  and  merchants  residing  io 
England,  that  the  coast,  rivers,  and  ports  ibore- 
mentioned,  must  be  considered  as  being  in  >  stale 
of  blockade;  and  that,  from  this  time,  all  tbe 
measures  authorized  by  tbe  law  of  natiDDs,Bnd 
the  respective  treaties  between  His  Majesty  and 
the  different  neutral  Powers,  wilt  be  adopted  tod 
executed  with  respect  to  vessels  attempting  to 
violate  the  said  blockade  after  this  notice. 

The  undersigned  requests  Mr.  Monroe  to  t^ 
cept  the  assurances  of  his  high  consideratioa. 

C.  J.  FOX 

No.  49. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Mi^ison. 

London,  May  20, 1806. 

Sir  :  I  bad  supposed  that  it  might  be  wwibk 
to  hare  some  conrenaiion  with  Mr.  Fox  lut 
night,  at  his  house,  on  ear  aflhirs,  e^woially  <■ 
his  note  of  the  16th  insUat;  but  in  this  1  wu 
mitfaken.  The  occasion  was  not  a  faroraUc  oie, 
being  an  assemblage  of  a  vast  crowd,  and  he  tf- 
patently  indisDosed,  aa  ha  retired  early  ia  tic 
evening.  1  asked  Sir  Francis  Vincent  the  c$m 
of  the  delay  to  which  our  alEairs  were  expoMdl 
He  said  it  was  not  owing  to  Mr.  Fox.  Ai  be  did 
not  mention  the  interview  which  he  bad  prm* 
ised  to  arrange  for  me,  I  concluded  that  he  W 
not  done  it.  I  made  no  direct  inquiry  on  tlut 
point,  but  took  occasion  to  remark,  that  I  pR- 
sumed  Mr.  Fox  was  not  desirous  of  meeting  ttt 
till  he  was  pr^red  to  act.  He  replied  that  he 
was  not  authorized  to  say  so,  bat  would  cwfv 
freely  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  inform  me  « 
the  resulL  AUoding  to  our  non>importatioB  ImUi 
and  presuming  it  had  passed,  he  said  he  thoogk 
it  a  strong  joeasnre.  I  thought  otherwise,  sod 
fiattered  mjsdf  that  tbe  distant  period  at  whia 
it  was  to  commanee  would  be  considered  by 
GoreramcQt,  as  I  was  satisfied  it  was  intended 
ours,  as  a  strong  proof  of  its  disposition  to 
arrange  the  business  amicably.  I  told  him  ii>at  I 
was  persuaded  that,  if  it  had  been  known  esriT 
in  the  session  of  Congress  that  the  Ministry  had 
changed,  no  such  measure  would  have  ben 
sorted  10^  as  our  Government  would  most  proba- 
bly have  deemed  it  unnecessary  with  the  preceot 
Ministry,  whose  disposition  was  believed  or  it  to 
b«  just  and  friendly  towards  the  United  States 
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nOatiMt  vUhGnai  Britain, 


But  as  the  sobjeet  bad  beeo  takea  up  and  acted 
OD  before  the  change  was  hnowa,  it  seemed  to  be 
impouible  for  the  Congress  to  dismiss  it  alto- 
Mtner,  without  iaearrtng  the  suspicion  either 
that  tb£  object  was  deemed  unimportant  hy  it.  or 
that  no  effort  woald  be  made  to  sappwi  oar  rights; 
thftt  the  strongest  proof  which  onr  GoTernmeot 
«oQld  gire,  under  existing  eiresnNtaDces,  <tf  its 
fiieadlv  diapositicm  tomtras  Great  Britain,  and  of 
ate  eoafidenee  ia  a  siinilar  one  in  the  prawnt  Min- 
iatifi  had  been  giren  hy  the  late  period  to  which 
the  commcDcemeDt  of  the  act  waa  postponed.  He 
did  not  consider  it  as  any  obstacle  to  an  amicable 
arranffement.  I  had  toach  conrersation  with 
Lord  Holland,  who  told  me  frankly  that  he  viewed 
that  proceeding  pretty  much  in  the  light  that  I 
did ;  that,  ID  fact,  there  seemed  to  be  no  other  way 
of  acting  than  "by  letting  the  affair  down  easily," 
aAer  what  had  been  done.  I  mention  these  re- 
marks of  Lord  Holland  from  the  circumstance  of 
his  beinc  the  near  relatiTeaad  confidential  friend 
of  Mr.  Fox,  and  an  influential  member  of  Pai- 
Uament. 

From  what  I  could  collect  I  have  been  streoffth- 
«ned  in  the  opinion,  which  I  communicated  to 
yon  in  my  last,  that  Mr.  Fox's  note  of  the  16th 
was  drawn  with  a  view  to  a  principal  qnestion 
with  the  United  Stales — I  mean  that  of  the  trade 
with  raemies'  colonies.  It  embraces,  it  is  true, 
other  objects,  particularly  the  commerce  with 
Prussia,  and  the  North  generally,  whose  ports  it 
opens  to  neutral  Powers,  nndve  whose  flag  Britbh 
manufoctures  will  find  a  market  there.  In  this 
particular,  especially,  the  measure  proitaises  to  be 
kighly  satisfactory  to  the  commerefal  interest,  and 
it  may  bare  been  the  primary  object  of  the  Gor- 
exnment.  You  will  observe  that  I  bare  not  con- 
sidered the  note  as  a  reply  to  mine,  or  as  being 
any  way  connected  with  them.  It  was  not  com- 
nunieated  to  me  as  such,  and  it  was  evidently 
improper  for  me  to  consider  it  in  tbai  light.  In 
fUrecting  the  publication  of  it,  I  hare  expressed 
no  sentiment  of  the  eontentSj  but  Mt  them  to  the 
«ritieiim  of  the  public 

With  reapeet  to  the  dday  to  which  I  am  ex- 
posed, it  is  utterly  Out  Of  my  power  to  ex^in  to 
yott  the  cause.  I  have  no  reason  to  change  the 
eminion  whieh  I  haTe  heretofore  exivessed  of  Mr. 
Fox's  disposition  on  the  subject,  though  I  have 
had  no  late  communication  with  him.  His  pres- 
ent reserve  is  unfavorable,  but  it  may  be  other- 
wise aceonnted  for,  and  on  priitciples  which  are 
quite  natural,  and  therrfore  presumable.  He 
may  hate  experienced  more  aifficolties  in  the 
C^oinet  than  he  bad  expected.  Many  of  the  mem- 
bers may  be  mdisposed  to  an  arrangement  on  such 
terms  a»  can  be  accepted,  aud  most  of  them  will- 
ing to  postpone  any  decision  until  the  result  of 
the  proceedings  in  Congress  is  known.  Under 
l&eae  eiiovmstances,  be  may  find  it  most  eligible 
to  aroid  any  further  communieation  with  me  for 
ihe  present.  It  becomes,  therefore,  very  difficult, 
if  not  altogether  improper,  for  me  to  press  the 
bnnness  at  this  time.  It  seems  to  be  my  duty  to 
postpone  such  pressure  to  the  same  epoch,  that  is, 
till  the  final  proeeadiDgs  of  Congress  are  known. 


I  shall  doubtless  receive  with  them  the  instructions 
of  the  President  on  the  whole  subject,  whieh  I 
beg  to  assure  yon  I  shall  use  my  utmost  exertions 
to  carry  into  e&ct. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  este«n,  sir,  yoar 
very  obediwit  servant, 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


Mr.  Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Measts.  Monroe 
and  Pinkney,  MintsterB  Extraordinanr  snd  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  tiie  United  States  in  London. 

Defabtmbht  op  State,  May  30, 1806. 

Qentlehen:  Under  the  third  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  1794,  as  it  has  been  expounded,  Indian 
traders  on  each  side  bare  a  right  to  resort  to  and 
trade  with  the  tribes  within  the  limits  of  the  other 
party,  with  an  exception  of  the  country  covered 
by  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

This  article  is  found  in  its  operation  to  be  very 
seriously  detrimental  to  the  United  States. 

1st.  It  gives  to  the  British  traders  dealing  with 
the  Indians  on  our  aide  of  the  boundary  opportu- 
nies  of  gaining  an  influence,  whieh  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  they  have  frequently  employed  in 
stirring  up  the  ludiansaninst  the  United  Statea. 

2dly.  The  mixture  of  British  traders  with  the 
American  traders  produces  collisions  and  heart- 
burnings, with  mutual  efforts  to  make  the  Indiana 
their  partisans,  and  sometimes  their  avengen, 
against  the  property  and  persons  of  their  rivals. 

Sdiy.  The  animosity  of  the  British  traders,  in 
such  cases,  sfaiost  their  rivals,  is  easily  extended 
against  the  United  States,  and  the  Indian  parti- 
sans still  more  readily  pass  from  a  vindictive  spiric 
against  the  American  traders  to  a  hostile  one 
against  the  nation  to  which  they  b^ng. 

4tbly.  The  intrusion  of  these  foreign  traders 
among  the  Indians,  by  disturbing  harmony  and 
good  order,  and,  above  ail,  by  clandestinely  intro- 
ducing ardent  spirits,  eoanteraet  the  benevolent 
provisions  and  steady  efforts  of  the  Qovemmeat 
of  the  United  Statea  to  abolish  the  savage  man- 
ners of  those  tribes,  and  to  snbstitnte  the  arts  of 
cittlized  life,  not  less  eondneive  to  their  own  bap- 
pineas  than  to  the  peace  of  our  ne^hboring  set- 
tlements. 

dthly.  These  evils  are  not  even  attended  wilk 
any  real  reciprocity  of  advantage  to  the  Ameri- 
can traders,  it  being  a  fact  that  they  never  go 
among  the  Indians  on  the  British  side  for  the  pur- 
pose of  traffic ;  and  it  being  moreover  known  that 
such  a  traffic  is  rendered  unsafe  by  the  sway  pos- 
sessed over  the  Indians  by  the  Northwest  Coai- 
paoy  of  British  traders,  and  by  the  preventive 
nwasures  employed  by  their  interested  jeatonsica. 
It  is,  indeed,  certain  that  no  British  trader  not  ojf 
the  company  can  with  advantage,  or,  as  is  saidt 
even  with  safety,  participate  in  the  trade  with 
Indiain  within  ttw  British  limits. 

These  observations,  whtdh  are  strengthened  br 
the  unlimited  duration  of  the  stipolation,  suffi- 
ciently exi^ain  the  imporianee  of  amending  the 
article  in  such  a  manner  as  will  mutually  author- 
ize the  parties  to  confine  tbe  Indian  trade  witUtt 
their  respective  liuiu  to  their  own  tiaders. 
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The  British  Qoyerntneot,  tho«gh  Tigilani  and 
bahitoally  rigid  ia  maiotaioiDg  every  comaer- 
eial  adrantage,  may,  perhaps,  in  a  moment  of 
liberality  and  of  general  adjustment,  listen  to  aaeh 
Ml  ameodment ;  and  it  ii  the  wish  of  the  Preti- 
dent  that  the  experiment  be  made.  In  reeommeo- 
daiiba  of  the  cnang;*,  yon  will  be  able  to  remind 
them,  1st,  that  it  will  hare  the  valnable  effect  of 
entiing  off  forever  one  source  of  jealousy  and  ill- 
will  i  2d,  that,  as  the  stipulated  privilege  does  not 
extend  to  Lonisiana,  but  is  limited  by  the  treaty 
to  the  Mmall  tribes  eastward  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  by  cireumsiances  still  further  limited  to  those 
BBfthwest  of  the  CHiio,  the  trade  is,  in  itaelfj  of 
too  little  weight  tb  be  pot  into  the  scale  against 
the  advaneemeat  of  frteadship  and  harmony ;  3d, 
that  the  value  of  the  privilege  to  Great  Britain  is 
reduced  to  almost  nothing,  hf  the  considoration 
that,  whether  this  scaoty  porlKm  of  Indian  trade 
be  carried  on  by  American  or  British  traders,  the 
goods  furnished  will  be  of  British  manufacture; 
aad  that,  if  funiahed  by  the  fonneT,  tbe  peltries 
tmd  tan  taken  in  return  will  be  added  to  tbe  iw^ 
rins  oi  those  artielei  now  exported  free  of  dnty 
iirom  the  United  States  to  Great  Brtuin. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JAMES  MADISQN. 

No.  50. 
Mr.  Mowoo  to  Mr.  KadiaeD. 

LoHDOH,  June  9, 1806. 

SiK :  On  the  Slst  ultimo  aocouots  werereoeived 
here  from  the  United  States  that  tbe  President 
and  Senate  had  adopted  the  measure  of  a  special 
mission  to  this  couDtry,  in  which  Mr.  Pinkney 
and  myself  were  associated*  These  accouMs, 
whieh  appaarad  to  be  welt  authenticated  at  first, 
,  l^re  been  o«irmcd  sinee  by  letters  to  Individ- 
nria,  BO  that  the  fkct  seem*  to  be  qn^oestionalde. 
I  hare  not  reeeiTed  ofiKtal  uformatton  of  it,  hut 
ei^Met  it  from  yon  daily. 

A  aospcosion  of  further  proaeediag  in  the  busi- 
IMH  ia  which  I  hare  been  en|^ed  Reemed  to  be 
the  natnral  eanaequeece  of  tus  meaaure  as  soon 
as  it  was  known.  It  has  accordingly  already 
prodnoed  that  eflfeot,  and  wdl  probably  preserve  it 
n  the  same  ^tate  till  Mr.  Pinkney  arrives.  I  hope, 
therefore}  that  I  shall  soon  have  the  pfaaaara  of 
seeiag  him. 

My  former  letters,  the  last  of  whieh  was  of  May 
SOtfa,  showed  bow  this  basiBcsssiood  at  tbat  time. 
(  have  naee  seen  Mr.  Pox  twice— on  the  4thj  eed 
again  on  the  7th  instant.  The  first  interview 
was  at  his  own  boese,  on  the  aanireesary  of  the 
King's  birth,  in  a.  general  raadezrotts  of  the  diplo- 
matic eorpf.  In  that  we  tonehed  on  some  inter- 
«Mii^  subjects,  particularly  tbe  outrages  lately 
committed  at  New  York  by  tbe  British  cruisers, 
oor  Bon- importation  act,  and  the  affair  of  General 
Miranda.  Bot  a«  we  could  not  treat  these  sub- 
jeots  with  advautage  in  a  crowd,  it  was  agreed  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  them  to  the  6th, 
when  I  promised  to  attend  him  at  hu  office  for 
the  pniposeof  catering  nore  fally  iute  iu  The 


interriew  was  afterward*  deferred     him  M 
7tb,  when  it  took  phuse. 

Although  theobiectofthis  latter  meetiofawip** 
cial,  yet  it  natoralfy  hcot^ht  iato  view  the  other  to- 
pics m  which  we  had  been  eagaged,  and  with  dwa 
that  of  the  appointment  abovMMatiwkel  Mr.  She 
aahed  me,  soon  aAer  we  met,  whether  snch  ai  ip> 
poinlment  was  nude.  I  told  him  that  I  had  m 
official  inforraatioB  of  it,  bnt  I  bdieved  that  it  was. 
He  said  that  Mr.  Merry  had  informed  him  ii  Ui 
last  letter  that  the  meaann  wae  decided  «M<K 
bad  not  been  cemmanioated  totbe  Senate^  What 
effect,  added  be,  will  it  produce  in-  our  bosiaait 
It  was  evident  that  he  thought  it  ought  to  sespsod 
it.  It  was  of  course  nscless  for  me,  bad  it  eves 
been  proper,  and  I  of  e  different  opinion,  to  a* 
press  it.  My  aasaner,  th«refore,coTrespoDiled  with 
bis  expectation.  I  availed  myself  of  tb* 
tunity  to  assure  Mr.  Fox  tbat  Mr.  Pinkney  wa* 
every  way  well  qualified  for  the  trust,  and  AatI 
was  penoaded  hewoakt  be  well  satisfied  with  the 
appoiDtnmM. 

The  general  subject  being  thus  disposed  of^  m 
proeeetwd  to  thoae  wliioh  bad  been  tonehed  od  ia 
our  eoavenetion  of  the  4tb.  I  told  Mr.  Fox  Ait 
the  outrage  in  the  case  of  the  uufortaaaie  vietio, 
John  Pierce,  bad  been  committed,  as  appeartd  bf 
tbe  affidavits  publisbcd,  within  Ae  jurisdietioB  of 
the  United  States;  I  stated  that  the  hartor  rf 
New  York  had  been  blocked  op  by  those  frinttf 
a*  if  it  were  an  eaecDT's  port ;  that  they  did  est 
appear  to  hare  takes  their  station  there  for  hot* 
ptMlity  or  shelter,  bnt  for  inrasiott.  I  told  him 
of  the  oatrages  which  bad  beea  eommitiedtftbc 
same  port  in  ihe  emnma  of  1804,  by  the  snae 
frigates,  as  of  the  conduct  of  his  Govemmeei  it 
that  respect,  recalling,  in  tbe  first  instance,  the 
officer  who  had  given  most  ofenee,  bat  fiailly 

firomottng  him  to  the  eomannd  of  %  diipehbe* 
ine.  Mr.  Fcx  eaid  that  he  wanted  infomtiaa 
respeAing  the  late  unfortunate  erint;  dio^it 
appearttmt  the  t^era  had  acted  iaiprc^)Cily,(lv 
auention  shosM  be  paid  to  the  soMeet.  HeaddN, 
that  he  had  already  written  to  Mr.  Merry  in  thit 
sentiment,  and  would  abo  express  it  in  a  letter  n 
me.  In  speaki&if  of  tbe  noik*importattoo  ■0^? 
expressed  his  regret  that  it  had  passed.  He  siis 
it  bad  the  air  of  a  menace,  and  tbat  it  wns 
agreeable  to  do  things  by  compolsion.  1  'Msiad* 
ed  htfa  bow  long  we  bad  complained  of  injaiio 
whieh  his  Gorernmeat  had  not  attempted  to  jo** 
tify— tnjtmes  whieh  were  not  imaginary  orptf' 
spective,  but  re^  and  severe,  which  affisetedeqOB- 
ly  the  hoooraitd  theintereetof  the  United  Aurtea 
I  added,  that,  under  such  cireumsunoes,  hIsOw 
enunent  had  na  right  to  ooaaplain  of  the  art 
ferred  to.  I  assured  him^  faowever,  that  I  was  of 
opinion,  if  tbe  Ministry  had  net  ehanaedj  that* 
bill  of  a  very  differeat  import  would  hare  bees 
ad<^ted  ;  that  I  bad  reason  tofaeliere  thattfaetoa* 
of  oar  Oorenment  and  of  the  Congress  had  brn 
essentially  moderated  by  tbe  infbrmation  which 
I  had  given  of  his  auurances  tbat  our  difier'Bcet 
should  be  settled  amicably  and  on  justprineiidesj; 
that  the  act  whieh  had  paased,  in  eoaseqaenee  of 
Umt  inibrmatioB,  ms  kttle  mere  thaa  a  dew*"* 
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lion  to  th«ettinn«  <^the  United  States  that  th« 
«4>jeet  would  be  dnlr  attended  to.  I  obserred 
that  be  mutt  be  senaiw,  t£ur  tbe  satject  bad  been 
itiJcea  up  hf  Coogrese.  aa  it  w»e  before  tbe  chaii|^ 
•f  dM  Slinialry  waa  uown,  tfaac  it  waa  impoaH- 
ble  for  tbat  body  to  dismiss  without  aone  ex- 
»ewoB  of  ila  seose  of  tbe  ngbto  of  the  Uaited 
BtatCR  in  At  qoestioa  in  ^ii^te,  witboat  axpos- 
ing  itself  to  tbe  eharge  of  baring  abandoned  them. 
Be  qaencd  fisally  to  admit  uat  the  Congress 
eoold  not  well  have  avoided  doing  sometbinff  in 
the  bosinesR,  and  that  tbe  measure  which  oad 
been  adopted  ouffbt  lo  be  considered  as  a  moderate 
one.  I  was  gtad  to  hear  this  sentiment  from  Mr. 
Fox,  because  I  bad  feared  tbat  be  would  uree  the 
passage  of  tbe  act  as  a  discharge  from  the  ooliga' 
tioD  which  his  communications  with  me  had,  in 
a  certain  degree,  imposed  on  him,  in  respect  to 
the  conditions  on  which  be  was  disposed  to  make 
tbe  settlement,  and  in  which,  in  some  particular 
•nd  interesting  points,  he  was  precise  and  explicit 
I  than  observed  to  Mr.  Fox  that  I  should  be 
jf  lad  he  would  state,  in  tbe  letter  which  he  had 
promise^  his  willingness  to  resume  tbe  business 
-when  Mr.  Pinkoey  should  arrire,  and  with  « 
▼tew  to  conciliation  and  despatch,  objects  which 
nerited  attention  at  the  present  time,  tbat  he 
wdbU  also  advert  in  it  to  tbe  several  sobjects 
which  we  bad  under  considention,  in  tbe  Moti- 
ments  which  he  had  expressed  in  ear  eonfiw- 
ences.  He  seemed  to  be  aware  that  tbe  proposi- 
tion was  a  reasi^ble  one,  and  promised  wiiaout 
•  besiutioQ  to  comply  with  It;  but,  sa^^  he,  I  am 
«Ci:ald  that  I  cannot  he  very  distinct  m  it.   I  re- 

ried,  that  I  ahouUl  leave  that  to  biahwlf,  bat  tbat 
|vesamed  be  could  easily  reooUect  what  had 
passed  between  us  oo  each  point;  that,  io  respect 
to  tbe  trade  with  enemies'  colonies  especially,  I 
did  suppose  that  it  had  been  intended  by  tbe  fate 
order  to  place  it  on  the  ground  of  the  Russian 
treaty,  and  that  be  aiight  ^  with  safety  in  his 
latter  aa  far  as  tbe  order  went.  He  neitMr  ad- 
imtted  aer  denied  tbe  fact  explicitly,  tbo«gb  he 
.^d  not  seem  willug  to  give  Ms  sanction  to  tbe 
iBfefeaee  I  bad  drawn.  1  crilieieed  tin  order  as 
veil  as  I  could  from  m«nory,  toahow  why  I  bad 
■aaAe  the  inferrnee,  without,  however,  expressing 
«»y  approbsiion  of  tbe  order.  He  said  it  was 
•rue  that  tbe  produce  of  enemies*  oolooies  might, 
Wider  the  exoeptiooe  stated  in  the  order,  find  ad- 
■aniaaioD  in  neutral  vessels  into  the  enemies'  ports, 
feat  yet  he  did  not  saem  willing  to  admit  that 
tbat  wU  tbe  particular  object  of  tbe  order.  I  did 
Bot  press  this  point  further,  baeanse  I  saw  do  mo- 
tive ibr  it.  I  concluded,  bowaver,  from  this  oen- 
VfltaMiau,  as  1  had  dene  from  what  had  ooeurrad 
■before,  tbat  this  measun  had  been  taken  to  pre- 
▼eat  tne-furtber  setzave  and  eoademnation  ofaur 
Tesaela  on  the  principle  in  discussion  between  our 
Ooremmenu,  and  that  an  ackaowledgmfut  of 
it  had  been  withheld  from  a  consideration  mea- 
troned  bjr  Mr.  Fox  in  one  of  our  conferences,  that 
•aeh  acknowledgment  would  be  to  give  up  the 
point  in  owotiation.  Several  circamstanees,  inde- 
pendent of  those  alluded  to,  support  this  idea.  It 
M  aot  meesearjr  to  state  them,  because  I  trust  that 


Gnat  BrUaSn, 


the  business  will,  ere  long,  be  ^aetd  on  a  much 
more  solid  footing. 

Of  Qenaml  Miranda's  affair,  Mr.  Fox  adied  me, 
•n  the  4th,  what  I  thought.  It  appeared  to  me 
to  aeqnbe  aoow  importance  by  late  aeeouata. 
Ho  thought  so.  What,  said  he,  would  be  the 
eoosequeuoe  of  hissuoeesst  He  presumed  that 
Oreat  Brftain  and  the  United  States  would  be 
tbe  prineiml  gainers.  I  was  of  the  same  opiniou. 
On  tbe  7th,  aRer  he  bad  had  time  to  reflect « 
the  strisjeet,  I  asked  him  what  part  his  Qovera- 
meut  ioiended  to  take  in  it.  He  said  that  it  waa 
a  delicate  business  to  interfere  in.  By  engaging 
ta  it,  tbe  diffionlty  of  makiug  a  peace  might  be 
kicreaeed,  if  the  object  was  pursued;  and  it 
wauld  not  be  agreeaMe  to  abandon  tbe  peopla 
afUr  promising  them  support.  Of  peace,  hirw- 
ever,  he  added,  that  there  was  not  moch  prospect 
at  presmt;  tbongb,  in  eapreesing  that  idea,  I 
thought  lie  did  it  with  less  force  tun  on  a  former 
oeeasion.  I  inferred,  from  Aat  cireumtfanca, 
that  thoM  existed  eonc  eoneapradenca  betWent 
this  Oonmment  and  that  u  France  on  th« 
subjoot. 

I  am,  with  great  respaet  and  eslem,  sir,  ytftir 
vary  obedient  aerraat. 

JAUBSMONROB. 


Mr.  Madison,  Seentarj  of  State,  to  Xesata.  Umuoa 
and  Pinkney,  Ministers  Extandinaiy  and  Fleui- 
potentiai7  of  the  United  Btalaa,  in  London. 

Davaamairr  op  State, 
June  11, 1806. 

Qcntlbubn:  Since  the  date  of  my  last,  (May 
30,)  1  have  obuiaed  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
the  enclosed  copies  of  a  eorrespoadence  between 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  and  an  agent  of 
the  Britisb  Northwest  Company  for  the  Indiau 
trade.  The  eorrespondenee  may  be  of  use  in  ex- 
plaiuhig  the  iaeonvenienees  resulting  from  the 
eonatruetive  permission  given  by  the  treaty  of 
1794  to  British  traders  to  carry  on  trade  autong 
Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  importance  of  such  an  amendment  of  tfau 
treaty  as  has  been  suggested  to  you. 

I  eaelose,  also,  as  connected  with  the  subject, 
copies  of  two  letters  from  this  Department  to  Mr. 
Merry ;  and  of  tbe  opinion  of  tbe  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  answer  to  a  claim  of  British  traders  to 
carry  supplieii  of  merchandise  to  tbe  Indian  trlbea 
within  the  Hmibi  of  Loutsiaaa,  and  toeertain  >m- 
ffiuuities  ia  their  geaeral  trade  with  our  Indiana. 

I  hare  the  hanor  to  be, 

JAMES  MADISON. 


No.1. 

Mr.  Jlenraand  Mr.  Phikney  to  Kr.MadlMn. 

LoHDon,  July  %,  1806. 
Six  ;  You  wf  II  bare  been  surprised  at  not  beat* 
tog  f^om  us  sooner  on  the  business  confided  to  aa 
under  the  commission  with  which  we  are  honored 
by  the  President.  The  delay  proceeded  from  n 
desire  lo  give  ^ou  some  satisfactory  information 
of  otirprogteee  mtt,  whiah  H-waeaot  iuour  power 
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to  do.  It  bap^oed,  uttfortunately,  just  about  tbe 
time  of  Mr.  Piukney's  arrival,  on  the  24th  ulti- 
mo, that  Mr.  Fux  was.  lakeo  ill  of  a  dropaieal  com- 
plaint, from  which  he  has  not  yet  reeorered,  and 
jirobably  never  will.  That  circumstance  opposed 
to  us  a  serious  otistacle,  which  it  was  difficult  to 
surmount,  even  in  the  first  stage.  As  Mr.  Fox 
was  tbe  official  organ  of  tbe  Governmeot,  we 
could  not  approach  it  in  that  mode  through  any 
other  channel;  and  as  be  and  bis  friends  are  be- 
lieved to  be  favorably  disposed  to  the  object  of  our 
mission,  and  are  strong  in  the  Cabinet,  it  seemed 
to  be  hazardous  to  rnaie  any  experiment  for  that 
purpose  which  might  have  a  tendency  to  irritate 
them.  Thus  we  were  kept  for  some  time  at  a 
atand.  Every  necessary  step  was  taken  with  the 
Department  of  Foreign  Aflairs,  without  making 
any  advance.  At  length,  through  the  good  offi- 
ces of  Lord  Holland,  to  whom,  aa  tbe  relative  of 
Mr.  Fox,  we  presumed  we  mi^bt  apply  without 
giving  (»ffenee  to  him  or  bis  friends,  we  obtaihed 
our  recognition  of  the  King;  and  we  trust,  now 
that  the  door  is  open,  that  we  shall  soon  be  able 
to  proceed  in  tbe  business  on  which  we  have  to 
treat  with  come  suitable  organ  of  tbe  Government. 
We  persuade  ou^selve^  ifMr.  Fox  should  con- 
tinue unable  to  act,  that  some  other  person  will 
be  appointed  to  meet  us  in  bis  stead.  We  have 
the  pleasure  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  several 
notes  which  have  passed  in  this  introductory  stage 
of  tbe  business. 

Our  audience  of  the  King  took  place  on  the 
21st  instant.  The  reception  was  quite  a  favor- 
aUe  one.  To  the  assurances  which  we  gave  of 
tbt  friendly  policy  of  the  United  St^es  towards 
QrcRt  Britain,  as  particularly  exemplified  by  the 

E resent  mission,  His  Majesty  in  return  expressed 
imselftohe  highly  satisfied  with  the  proof  which 
that  measure  gave  of  that  disposition  in  their 
Government,  as  that  Mr.  Pinkney  had  been  select- 
ed by  tbe  President  from  among  their  citizens  to 
be  employed  in  it.  His  other  remarks,  though 
not  applicable  to  the  topic  of  existing  differences, 
were,  nevertheless,  of  a  conciliatory  and  friendly 
character. 

We  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  we  shall  con- 
tinue to  exert  our  best  efforts  to  accomplish  the 
important  objects  of  out  mission.  Of  the  actual 
disposition  of  this  Government  on  that  sul^ect, 
ana  of  the  prospect  of  a  satisfactory  adjusimeot, 
it  is  not  in  our  power  to  apeak,  from  any  recent 
occurrence.  Toe  general  view,  as  founded  on 
the  eentiments  which  hare  been  expressed  by 
those  about  the  Government  with  whom  we  have 
conferred,  is  favorable.  We  cannot  but  believe 
that  the  delay  to  which  we  were  subjected  in  ob- 
taining our  recognition  by  the  King  ought  to  be 
attributed  to  Mr.  Fox's  indisposition  alone.  It  is, 
however,  proper  to  mention,  that  a  negotiation 
with  France  is  still  depending,  and  that  many 
«itertaiQ  the  expectation  that  it  will  terminate  in 
peace.  We  are  not  aware  that  such  an  event  is 
likely  soon  to  happen,  and  flatter  ourselves,  even 
in  case  it  should,  inat  the  motive  for  preserving 
a  good  understanding  with  the  United  States,  in 
the  present  situation  of  the  world,  is  otherwise 


sufficiently  strong  with  this  Qoverament  to  h^ 
duce  it  to  accede  to  a  fiair  and  satisfaeuryadjul- 
ment  of  differences  with  them. 

We  bare  received  your  lener  of  May  30,  ai 
shall  not  fall  to  pay  due  attention  to  the  instrae- 
tion  it  communicates. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considna- 
tion  and  esteem,  air,  your  moat  oKdient  serraalK 
JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

To  Mr.  Pox. 

Low  Laytoh,  June  21, 1806. 
Mr.  MoDToe  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr- 
Fox,  and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  of  the 
arrival  of  Mr.  Pinkney  at  Liverpool,  and  to  it- 
quest  that  he  will  be  so  good  as  to  give  an  order 
that  his  baggage  and  elm:t!:  may  be  landed  and 
broueht  to  Loodon.  Mr.  Monroe  presumes  ibat 
Mr.  Pinkney,  being  in  a  diplomatic  character, 
will  be  permitted  to  proceed  on  his  journey  hither  , 
without  the  sanction  of  a  passport;  should  it  be 
necessary,  he  requests  that  Mr.  Fox  will  be  » 
good  as  to  send  him  one. 

From  Mr.  Fox.  j 
Stable  Yard,  June  22, 1806. 

Mr.  Pox  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Mott- 
roe,  and  will  he  very  glad  to  see  him  here  to- 
morrow, at  13  o'clock. 

Mr.  Fox  is  very  much  obliffetf  to  Mr.  Monroe 
for  his  note  informing  him  oT  Mr.  Pinkney's  ar- 
rival. He  imagines  that  do  passport  is  necessary 
for  that  gentleman  to  proceed  to  London.  Tke 
order  respecting  his  baggage  and  effects  shall  be 
immediatdy  expedited. 

To  Mr.  Fox. 

Low  Latton,  June  23, 1806. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  to  Ui. 
Fox,  and  regrets  that  be  had  not  the  pleasure 
receiving  bis  note  of  yesterday  till  so  late  u 
hour  this  day  as  to  render  it  impossible  for  bin 
to  compljr  with  his  obliging  invitaiion.  The 
hour  appointed  for  h  im  to  calfin  Stable  Yard  bsd 
not  only  passed,  but  he  concluded  that,  faefoK 
he  could  arrive  in  Downing  street,  Mr.  Ftf 
would  have  left  it  and  gaao  to  the  House  of  C«* 
mens.  Mr.  MoiLtoe  wiu  be  happy  to  wait  on  Hi* 
Fox  at  any  other  time  which  may  be  coaveoictf 
to  him. 

Mr.  Monroe  expects  Mr.  Pinkney  in  town  to- 
night. As  soon  as  he  arrives,  be  will  have  the 
pleasure  to  inform  Mr.  Fox  of  it,  and  toreqnt*^ 
the  appointment  of  an  hour  when  he  may  bm 
the  honor  of  presenting  him  to  Mr.  Fox. 

To  Mr.  Pox. 
Low  Latton,  June  25, 1806. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  to  Ur. 
Fox,  and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  of  the  a- 
rival  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  the  character  of  joist 
Commissioner  Extraordinary  and  Plenipotentlaiy 
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from  the  United  States  to  His  Britannic  Majuty. 
Mr.  Monroe  requesU  that  Mr.  Fox  will  be  so 
good  as  to  appoint  a  time  when  be  may  bare  the 
Eooor  of  preseoiiog  Mr.  Pinkoejr  to  him.  He 
will  avail  himselfof  the  same  op|K)rtuDity  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Fox  a  copy  of  their  jomt  letters  of 
credence. 

Tnm  Sir  Fxm&t  Vincent. 

Stable  Yard,  June  27, 1806. 

DsAR  Sir:  Mr.  Fox  has  been,  sod  iodeed  still 
eontiDueaj  so  unwell  with  sevete  rheumaiismj 
that  it  is  not  in  his  power,  as  yet,  to  fix  a  day  to 
hare  the  honor  of  seeing  you  and  Mr.  PiDkuey, 
which,  1  assure  you,  he  is  rery  anxious  and  im- 
patient to  do;  but  as  soon  as  tie  is  able.  I  shall 
ARTfl  the  honor  of  informing  you.  In  the  mean- 
time, Mr.  Fox  hopes  that  you  will  have  the  good- 
ness to  excuse  this  uoaroidable  delay. 

Mr.  Fox  requests  that  you  will  oner  Mr.  Piak- 
ney  his  best  compUmenia  on  his  safe  arrival. 
May  I  request  that  you  would  do  me  the  honor 
to  offer  mine  also? 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  yoor  very  faithful,  humble 
servant, 

F.  VINCENT. 

To  Sir  Fnnds  VincenL 

Low  Lattoh,  June  27,  1806. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I 
heard  yesterday  of  the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Fox, 
mud  I  you  to  be  assured  that  I  woald  on  oo 
coDsideratlon  whatever  basteo  oar  interview  at 
the  expense  of  his  quiet.  I  shall  explain  the 
cause  of  the  delay  to  Mr.  Pinkoey,  who  will,  I 
am  Mtisfied,  unite  with  me  in  this  sentiment.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  bia  recovery  will  be  rapid, 
and  that  I  shall  soon  hare  the  pleasure  of  seeiog  , 
him  in  good  health. 

Accept  mjr  acknowledgment  for  the  rery  obli- 
ging expressions  contained  in  roar  favor  of  this 
date,  and  believe  me  to  be,  witb  great  consldera- 
tioft  and  esteem,  very  truly,  your  most  obedient 
serTRQt, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

From  Mr.  For. 

Stable  Yard,  July  15. 
Mr.  Fox  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Moq> 
roe,  and  begs  to  have  the  honor  of  seeing  him 
here,  with  Mr.  Pinkney,  at  3  o'clock  to-day. 
[A  aimilar  note  to  Mr.  Piokaey.] 

From  Sir  FrandsTinceRt. 

Arlington  Street, 
TutBday  evening,  July  15. 
Mt  Dear  Sir:  The  King  does  not  come  to 
town  until  Monday,  on  which  day  you  and  Mr. 
Pinkney  may  certaiiuy  be  presented  to  His  Ma- 
jesty. 

Yours  ever,  and  most  sincerely, 

F.  VINCENT. 

Jamb*  Mohbob,  Esq,.,  dx. 


Froaa  hetd  HolUnd. 

SOMDAT  NiOHT,  Jufy  20, 

Dear  Sir:  Lord  Ho  wick,  whom  1  have  seen, 
will  he  rery  happy  to  be  of  any  use  to  you,  but 
is  not  the  person  who  can  offifiiRlly  present  yon, 
on  produciog  your  credentials.  If  you  wish  to 
settle  the  bosioess  through  him-,  he  will  be  ready 
to  receire  you  at  any  time  before  12  at  the  Admi- 
ralty. Since  I  saw  bim  I  hare  written  to  Lord 
Spencer,  who  Is  the  regular  person  on  such  an 
occasion  to  supply  my  unole's  place ;  and  though 
my  letter  went  late  this  uight,  I  hope  bis  answer 
to  it  will  find  you  as  soon  as  this.  I  am  sure,  if 
time  allows,  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  Mr, 
Pinkney  and  yourself,  and  present  you  in  form, 
Sec,  to  the  King. 

My  uncle  begged  me  to  express  his  regret  at 
having  diisappomted  Mr.  Pinkney  and  yourself, 
and,  feelins  his  health  uncertain,  was  almost 
afraid  of  again  fixing  an  hour ;  bat  as  you  will 
be  in  that  part  of  the  town,  and  hts  best  hour  is 
from  foar  to  five,  or  thereabouts,  perhaps  Mr. 
Pinkney  and  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  call  about 
that  time  at  Stable  Yard. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  ever  your  obliged, 

HOLLAND. 

P.  S.  If  you  settle  to  go  to  Court  with  Lord 
Spencer,  have  the  goodness  to  inform  Lord  How- 
ick  by  a  line,  as  be  will  otherwise  wait  for  your 
commands  till  past  12  o'clock. 

Jamsb  Mohrob,  Esq.,  &c. 

Fien  Ijotd  l^pcBcer. 
St.  James's  Place,  JiOy  21, 1806. 
Lord  Spencer  presents  his  complimeots  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him,  by  de- 
sire of  Mr.  Fox,  who  is  too  much  indisposed  to 
have  it  in  bis  power  to  receive  biro  and  Mr. 
Pinkney  this  morning,  that  the  King  will  beat 
the  Queen's  house  to-day  at  2  o'clock,  when,  if  it 
will  be  convenient  for  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pink- 
ney to  attend,  Lord  Spencer  will  be  very  happy 
to  have  the  honor  of  introducing  Mr.  Pinkney  to 
His  Majesty,  for  the  purpose  of  delireriqg  his 
credentials  from  the  United  States;  and  if  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  are  desirous  of  seeing 
Lord  Spencer  before  they  go  to  the  Q.Ueen*s 
house,  he  will  be  at  his  onice  at  Whitehall  at  1 
o'clock,  where,  if  they  would  have  the  goodness 
to  call,  he  will  have  tne  honor  of  receiving  them. 

To  Lord  Spencer. 
PoRTLANn  Place,  JuUf  21, 1806. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  bis  compliments  to  Lord 
Spencer,  and  hees  to  inform  his  Lordship  that 
Mr.  Pinkney  and  himself  will  have  the  honor  to 
wait  on  him  at  Whitehall  at  1  o'clock,  at  which 
hour  bis  Lordship  has  been  so  good  as  to  intimate 
that  be  will  be  prepared  to  receive  ibem.  Mr. 
Monroe  very  much  regrets  the  indisposition  of 
Mr.  Fox  i  but  Mr.  Pinkney  and  himself  will 
avail  themselves  witb  pleasure  of  bis  Lordship's 
obliging  offer  to  do  them  the  honor  of  preseuiing 
them  to  His  Majesty  to-day  at  2  o'clock.  Aitfaooga 
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Mr.  Monroe  is«Iread]r  «tt  toeredited  Miaisier  at 
thk  Court,  yet  as  be  is  iDTesied  with  a  new  char- 
acter, being  included  in  ibe  special  miision  from 
the  Uoitea  States,  he  presumes  that  it  will  be 
proper  that  he  should  oare  the  honor  of  being 

freseoled  to  His  Majesty  as  a  party  to  it.  Mr. 
'iokney  aad  Mr.  Monroe  will  have  the  honor  of 
delivering  to  Lord  Spencer  a  copy  of  their  joiDt 
letter  of  credence  at  1  o'clock.  . 

To  Lonl  fiowtdc. 
POBTUND  Place,  J^dy  21, 1806. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  bis  oomplimeots  to  Lord 
Howiek,  and  hegs  to  assure  his  Lordship  that  he 
is  very  sensible  of  his  obliging  attention  in  offer- 
ing, as  he  is  just  informed  by  Lord  Holland,  bis 

SDod  offices  to  procure  Mr.  Piokney  and  himself 
le  honor  of  being  presented  to  His  Majesty  to- 
day, which  has  been  hitherto  delayed  by  the  much 
lamented  indisposition  of  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Monroe 
has  the  honor  to  iuform  Lord  Howick  that  he 
has  just  received  a  letter  from  Lord  Spencer,  in- 
timating that  his  Lordship  will  do  Mr.  Pinkney 
and  himself  the  honot  of  presenting  them  to  His 
Majesty  to-day.  He  hastens  to  give  Lord  How- 
iek this  infornMUion,  in  coase^oenee  of  a  augges- 
Uon  firom  I^ord  Holland  that  Lord  Howick  would 
bt  so  good  as  to  remain  at  home  until  12  o'clock 
for  the  purpose  of  receiring  them. 

From  Sir  FWmis  Vinoent. 

Stable  Tabo,  Jxdy  21, 1806. 
Mt  Dua  Sib:  1  am  very  sorry  to  be  under 
the  necessity  of  asking  yon  and  Mr.  Pinkney 
whether  you  should  consider  it  as  of  great  incon- 
venience to  postpone  your  presentation  to  the 
King  until  ht«  neit  coming  to  town,  which  will 
be  early  next  we^  as  it  has  not  yet  been  in  Mr. 
Fox*s  power  to  announce  it  officially  to  His  Ma- 
ieaty.  In  the  meantime,  every  communication 
from  yon  and  Mr.  Pinkney  will  meet  with  the 
came  attention  as  if  this  ceremony  had  been  gone 
through  i  an  attention  which  it  will  always  be 
the  pride  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  show  to  the 
Btinisters  of  the  United  States,  our  half-countrjr- 
men.  And  from  this  delay  no  detriment  will 
arise  to  the  great  caase,  as  I  fear  5ome  days 
must  yet  elapse  before  Mr.  Fox  wtU  be  well 
Miough  to  discuss  busiuess ;  be  is,  however,  bet- 
ter. Pray  write  me  a  line  in  answer  to  this.  I 
have  not  written  to  Mr.  Pinkney.  Will  yon 
make  my  excuse  to  him,  as  I  amaoxious  for  your 
getting  tnia  eeon  1 
Believe  me.  dear  sir,  most  truly  yours, 

F.  VINCENT. 

Juua  HoHaoB,  Esq.,  dbc. 

Note.— On  Friday,  the  llih,  SirFraaeiK  Vin- 
cent profDiwd  US  an  interview  with  Mr.  Fox  oa 
Ibe  Iwb.  which  Mr.  Fox  invited  by  fais  note  of 
Ibat  date.  We  attended  at  Mr.  Fox's  bouse,  ac- 
eordiog  to  appoinimeni,  but  did  not  eee  bim,  his 
bealA  not  permittiag  it.  On  the  evenins  of  the 
■ame  day  Sir  Fiaaeis  Vtueent  wrote  ue  note 
arbieb  bean  hu  same  of  Ibat  4Ma.  Tbouiw«»- 


meet  with  Lord  Holland  was  made  on  the  SOA, 
for  which  the  cireumErtanee  of  oor  dining  widi 
him  furnished  a  Aivorable  opportnoity.  SirFraa* 
cis  Vincent's  note  of  the  21st  was  written  before 
be  was  acqoainted  with  that  arrangement 

[Owing  to  the  bsste  in  despatching  the  origiiul, 
copy  of  Um  corre^adence  annexed  to  it  wasaitN 
flm  as  that  aeeompanyiag^ia  dnplicete.3 

NO.S. 

Lt»inoH|  Avgtut  11. 18N. 
Sib:  It  waa  intimated  to  oa  by  Sir  Fmus 
Vincent,  soon  after  the  dale  of  oor  list,  ihit  n 
the  state  of  Mr.  Fox*a  health  was  not  likely  noa 
to  permit  him  to  attend  to  us  or  the  sobjeeu  of 
our  mission,  Lord  Grenville  would  be  m«4tB 
communicate  with  us  in  his  stead,  and  Sir  Fnfr 
cis  promised  that  he  would  endeavor,  witlioit 
loss  of  time,  to  arrange  with  Lord  QrenrilletD 
that  effect. 

On  tbe  1st  instant  Sir  Francis  informed  as,  by 
a  note  to  Mr.  Monroe,  that  Lord  Grenville  W 
been  applied  to,  and  that  be  would  fix  an  earii 
day  for  our  reception.  Believing  that  we  sbow 
not  make  the  most  profitable  use  of  the  oppom- 
nity  if  we  waited  lor  a  note  from  Lord  Qm- 
ville,  we  determiaed  to  write  bim  imnediaiclf, 
and  request  him  to  af^ioiot  a  tine  for  receiviv 
us.  He  aecwdingly  aniointcd  Monday,  tbe  4tl^ 
which,  on  account  of  an  iateEfering  engageW 
not  at  first  adverted  m,  was  changed  to  tbe  dif 
following. 

His  Lordship  received  us  with  great  cordialitft 
boi^  as  we  had  expected,  was  not  prepared  u  la- 
ter into  any  formal  conaideration  of  the  mtytcb 
embraced  by  our  commission ;  which,  as  tbe  let- 
ter of  credence  had  been  delivered  lo  thcKisft 
and  bad  not  been  seen  by  Lord  Grenville,  at 
thought  it  advisable  to  submit  to  bis  pcroaL  Be 
told  us  that  he  was  at  present  able  to  say  iitik 
more  than  that  His  Majesty's  Goveraineot 
earnestly  desiroua  of  giving  the  nostpnuaptail 
effectual  attention  to  what  we  bad  to  pRfo*^ 
and  of  adjusting  aati^wlorily  whatever  wai  u 
aay  Mgtfie  calculated  to  diatorb  tbe  good 
standing  which  onght  to  snbaistbeiweeani;iw 
he  had  always  oitertaiBed  and  acted  npoo 
cere  disposition  to  cultivate  tbe  most  frieeil 
oonnextea  and  iateveonree  with  tbe  United  SWa 
and  that  he  could  say  for  bis  eaUengoea  dutiett 
was  their  dispeettion  alao;  that  we  wcceam* 
that  the  dday  vre  had  hiibnto  exMrieaeed  an* 
entirely  from  ibe  iUaess  of  Mr.  Fdx,  to  wkoe 
Department  suhjecu  of  this  dcecriptioB  pattiA- 
larfy  belonged ;  that  he  bimself,  having  aaly  t«- 
ceatlv  returned  to  a  sitaati<m  of  conadeece  n 
His  Majesty^  couacih,  was  of  course  bat  roT 
imperfectly '  acquainted  with  those  imnedisK 
txansactioBs  and  dbeitssioss  wfaieb  bad  a  bMittf 
npoa  the  relatioBs  of  the  two  cooatries;  thtiw 
cooM  not,  therefore,  at  ibis  moment,  aadei<tf 
eves  to  eooveree  wiib  «■  npon  ibem  oibaa* 
tbaa  vcrr  looi«lrand  informdly;  hot  ntf  *■ 
abonid,  notwitbsiandiag,  begind  to  bear  ftM  » 
aaiMMHtof  ibapriKiral  pntawUsbitvu 
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nppoMd  oDr  ueeotfatiuo  would  iaTolre.  His 
Lordabip  added,  toat  if  Mr.  Fox  should  noforta- 
aalely  cMtiniie  to  be  disqualified  bjr  indisposi- 
tioD  from  attefidinff  persooallj  to  the  affairs  of 
oor  missioD,  it  would  oe  neeeMary  to  recelre  His 
Uajesiy's  plea sQ re  whether  this  important  duty 
dbottid  be  eommttted  to  some  other  of  the  Secre- 
taries of  State^  or  to  Commissioners  to  be  speci- 
ally appointed  to  treat  with  us,  and  that  this 
wnld  not  be  delayed  beyond  lfae«etnal  neeessity 
of  the  occasion. 

The  statement  which  bis  Lordship  inrited  was 
«f  eonse  giren  with  as  much  minnteness  as  was 
thought  lo  be  prudent ;  and  it  drew  from  him  ser- 
eral  temarhs.  some  of  which,  though  not  rery 
ioteresilnfr,  it  may  be  proper  to  state. 

On  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  oar  sea- 
men, he  sQ^ested  doabts  (which  we  endeavored 
to  remoTe  by  suitable  explanations)  of  the  practi- 
cability of  derising  the  means  of  dtscriminatton 
between  the  seamen  of  the  two  countries  within 
(u  we  underalood  him  )  their  respeetiTe  jnrisdic- 
tumsjand  he  spoke  of  tbe  importance  to  the  safety 
ofChreat  Britain, in  the  present  stateof  the  power 
ofbereoemy^of  preserving  in  thefmimosl  strength 
the  right  and  the  capacity  of  Goreroment  to  avail 
ilaelf  in  war  of  Che  services  of  its  wamen.  These 
efaservatioBa  were  connected  with  frequent  pro- 
feanons  of  an  earnest  wish  that  some  liberal  and 
eqoiuble  plan  shonld  be  adopted  for  reconciling 
the  exercise  of  this  euentiat  right  with  the  jast 
claims  of  the  United  States^and  ^r  removing  irom 
it  all  eaose  of  complaint  and  irritation. 

To  a  verv  brief  sketch  of  the  views  of  oar  Qov- 
emmeat  relative  to  belligerent  proceedings  in  the 
vicinity  of  our  coasts  and  harbors,  he  replied  thai 
then  eonld  be  no  objection  on  their  part  to  a  suit- 
able provision  on  that  head.  And  as  this  topic 
TtaiM  the  reetrflection  of  Csptain  Whitby^  oat- 
nges  at  New  York,  his  Lordship  took  oecasioD  to 
mf  that,  if  tbej  had  been  traly  represented,  they 
maU  meet  with  the  severest  eeaaiifiB  herej  that 
Captain  Whitby  could  not  be  condemned  apon 
aoM  grave  flh«i^;es  mtheard,  but  that  he  would 
teinm  to  answer  for  his  aooduct. 

To  what  was  sunested  by  us  on  the  subject  of 
coBliabaDd,  be  replied  only  that  he  and  Mr.  Jay 
had  copied  the  enumeration  in  their  treaty  from 
IheBfiiish  Treaty  with  Sweden. 

Upon  the  commercial  subj|ect,  very  little  was 
■aid  on  either  side.  For  obvious  reasons,  it  was 
not  proper  that  we  should  do  more  than  lead  to  it 
inarerygeaeraiway.  On  the  West  Indian  branch 
of  it,  Lord  Grenville  remarked  that  he  did  not  feel 
the  difficulties  which  were  supposed  by  manv  to 
belong  to  it :  and  that  he  regretted  that  tue  twelfth 
article  of  Mr.  Jay*s  Treaty  nad  not  been  retained, 
as  it  would  hava  prepared  the  way  for  the  more 
eom{4et«  admission  of  the  United  States  into  that 
liade.  We  inferred,  from  the  little  that  passed 
on  this  point,  that  Lord  Qrenville  looked  to  a  pre- 
vailing prejudice  here,  at  variance  with  his  own 
opinioD,  as  likely  to  oppose  itself  to  otir  views. 

As  the  illness  of  Mr.  Fox  had  hitherto  restrained 
Mr.  Monroe  from  sending  to  him  a  note  which  he 
had  prepared  on  the  subject  of  Captain  Whitby's 


proceedings,  he  took  the  opporranity  afforded  by 
this  interview  of  asking  the  epinioa  of  Lord  Gren- 
Tille  as  to  Ae  course  wKieh,  in  refereuee  to  that 
interesting  object,  would  now  be  most  proper; 
MBtimatinf  at  the  same  time  his  own  desire  that 
his  eommnnication,  delayed  thus  long  by  motives 
of  delicacy  and  respect  towards  Mr.  fToK,  shonld, 
as  soon  as  poasible,  be  brought  under  the  sn-ious 
eonHderationofHIsMajesty'sGovernment.  IahA 
Grenville  stated  his  opinion  and  his  wish  to'be, 
that  the  note  should  be  retained  for  the  present. 

On  iht  7tb,  Mv.  Fox  underwent  the  operation 
of  tapping,  by  which  he  was  much  relieved ;  and 
bis  frieods  have  since  had  BbAug  hopes  of  his  per- 
manent recovery. 

On  the  7tb,  we  catted  on  Sir  Francis  Vincent, 
and  stated  to  him  what  had  passed  with  Lord 
G^nville.  He  nowassured  us  that  Mr.  Fox  wished 
extremely  to  act  in  our  affairs  himself,  and  the  late 
favorable  appearances  seemed  to  justify  an  expect- 
ation that  his  convalescence  would  be  sufficiently 
rapid  to  enable  him  to  indulge  that  wish,  at 
even  went  so  far  as  to  express  nis  conviction  that 
if  there  was  one  reason  more  than  another  why 
Mr.  Fox  was  at  this  time  partiealarly  anxious  to 
remain  io  office,  it  vras  bis  strong  desire  to  aet^ 
personally  with  us  every  question  relative  to  onr 
country. 

The  public  papers  will  inform  you  that  Lord 
Lauderdale  has  been  sent  by  his  Government  to 
Paris  on  the  subject  of  peace.  According  to  some 
opinions,  the  basis  and  the  terms  had  been  settled 
by  previous  correspondence,  and  bis  Lordship  was 
simply  to  perform  the  office  of  signing  a  treaty 
already  adjusted.  Others  have  sappos^  that  be 
has  been  sent  to  make  the  usual  experiment ;  and 
others  again,  that,  although  much  has  been  agreed 
upon,  there  are  certain  points  upon  which  this 
Gtovemment  has  been  misunderstood  by  that  of 
France,  which  require  to  he  ex[daiDed  by  an 
Envoy,  and  are  of  course  still  open. 

The  terms  of  M.  d'Aubril's  Treatv  are  yet  un- 
known ;  and  the  treaty  itself  is  in  all  respects  as 
mysterious  as  at  first. 

we  need  not  suggest  to  you  the  various  con- 
jectures which  it  would  be  j^sible  to  form  as  to 
the  causes  to  which  it  is  owing  that  our  negotia- 
tion is  not  yet  in  train,  and  as  to  the  probable 
^ect  of  our  mission.  We  have  not  been  inatten- 
tive to  what  has  passed  here  and  upon  the  Con- 
tinent; but  we  are  disposed  to  give  credit  to  the 
profesHon  of  just  and  amicable  views  which  we 
have  so  often  heard,  and  to  the  precise  assurances 
which  have  so  often  been  given  us,  that  Mr.  Fox's 
illness  atone  has  suspended  oar  progress.  In  the 
actual  state  of  things,  ft  would  be  vain,  and  prob- 
ably injurious,  and  certainly  harsh,  to  be  very 
urgent  for  despatch.  Yon  may  be  assured,  how- 
ever, that  we  riull  lose  no  opportunity  of  ftilfill- 
iog  the  just  expectations  of  our  Qoveroment  with 
aslittle  delay  as  possible. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consider- 
ation and  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servants. 

JAMBS  MONROE, 
W1LUAM  PINKNET. 

Jahss  MADieoM,  Esq. 
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From  Sir  Franeis  Vioceat. 
DoVMiNO  Stbeet,  Aug.  1, 1806. 

Mt  dear  Sia:  HaTii^  commuoicated  to  Lord 
GnnTill^  m  I  told  you  I  would,  yoar  aod  Mr. 
PiDknejr's  anxiety  to  see  one  ot  His  Majesty's  Min- 
isters, his  Lordship  has  desired  me  to  iaforna  yon 
that  he  will  6x  as  early  a  time  as  be  oao  to  hare 
the  honor  (tf  reeeiriog  you.  If  yoti  will  hare  the 
goodness  to  commanieate  this  to  Mr.  Pinkney, 
I  trast  be  will  dispense  with  my  troubling  him 
with  a  similar  notifieatioo. 

Believe  me  erer,  dear  sir,  most  truly  and  sla- 
cereiy  yours,  F.  VINCENT. 

Jaheb  MoifSO%  Esq. 

To  Lord  GrenTille. 
PoBTLANB  Place,  Ax^tut  2, 1806. 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  present  their  com- 
pliments to  Lord  Grenrille,  and  request  the  honor 
of  an  interview  with  Ms  Lordship  on  the  interest- 
ing subjects  which  form  the  object  of  the  special 
mission  with  which  theyare  honored  bytheir  Got- 
eroment  to  His  Britannic  Majesty.  They  make 
this  request  in  consequence  of  the  much  lamented 
indisposition  of  Mr.  Fox,  which  has  hitherto  and 
still  continues  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  meet 
them  on  that  important  buainess. 

From  Lord  Grenville. 
DowHiHO  Street,  Auguat  2, 1806. 
Lord  GrenviUe  preseois  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  and  wul  be  happy  to 
have  the  honor  of  seeing  them  on  Monday  next 
at  1  o'clock. 
[A  similar  note  sent  to  Mr.  Pinkney  .J 

From  Lord  (Srenville. 
DowHtNO  Street,  August  3, 1806. 

Lord  Grenville  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Monroe  and  to  Mr,  Pinkney.  Lord  Grenrille, 
when  he  made  the  appointment  for  to-day  at  one 
o'clock,  did  not  recollect  an  engagement  he  had 
in  the  city  at  that  hour,  and  therefore  requests  to 
hare  the  honor  of  seeing  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pink- 
ney on  Tuesday,  at  1  o'clock. 

[A  similar  note  sent  to  Mr.  Pinkney.] 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  F!nkney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  August  15, 1806. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith 
enclosed,  a  duplicate  of  our  last,  under  date  of  the 
11th  instant.  Some  circumstances  have  since  oc- 
corred  with  which  it  is  proper  that  you  should  be 
made  acquainted. 

On  the  13th  we  dined  with  Lord  Greoville  at 
bis  boose  in  Downing  street^  where  we  met  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Howick,  Lord  Auckland, 
Marquis  Wellesley,  Lord  Holland,  Mr.  Erskine, 
and  several  other  personx  of  disiioction.  After 
dinner,  it  was  mentioned  to  us  by  Lord  Grenville, 
as  well  as  by  Sir  Francis  Vioceat,  that  Loid  Auck- 


land and  Lord  Holland  had  been  appointed  and 
commissioned  to  treat  with  us;  that  Sit  Frudi 
Vincent  had  directions  to  communicate  thilei^ 
cumstance  to  us,  and  that  he  would  not  fail  to  ds 
so  formally  on  the  next  day.  Sir  Franeis  huiot 
in  fact  made  this  communicatiou,  bat  we  doubt 
not  we  shall  very  soon  receive  it. 

Just  before  we  retired,  Lord  Auckland  ioTiled 
us  to  visit  him  in  the  country,  "  wher«,''  he  idded, 
"  I  trust  we  shall  be  able  to  do  some  good  to  man- 
kind,  if  your  powers  are  sufEcieotly  ezteoaife." 
He  seemed  to  suppose  that  we  should  be  nndci 
the  necessity  of  consulting  our  Government  in  tlw 
progress  of  our  negotiation,  upon  questions  to  uiie 
out  of  it.  To  his  inquiries  on  this  head,  (wblch 
were  connected  with  the  most  liberal  aadcoseil- 
iatory  professions,)  it  was  replied  that  we  bad  » 
reason  to  believe  that  our  powers  would  be  tvai 
to  be,  in  any  essential  particular,  inadequie  to 
their  object.  He  did  not  expUin  the  natuieofthe 
topics  to  which  these  doubts  applied,  but  UiiU 
be  presumed  that  we  shall  not  long  be  left  Iocob- 
jeeture  them. 

Mr.  Erakioe  sails  for  the  United  States  iotfe 
course  of  next  week,as  successor  of  Mr.M«rrf. 

The  calculation  of  the  day  is  against  iheMK- 
oess  of  Lord  Lauderdale's  mission. 

It  was  intimated  to  Mr.  Monroe  that  his  note 
on  the  subject  of  Captain  Whitby's  impropercoi- 
duct  at  New  York  as  not  being  compreheaded 
within  the  objects  of  the  joint  commission,[Dight 
be  seat  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  that  it  would  nsi  be 
attended  to.  He  proposes  to  take  immediate  ai- 
vantage  of  this  auggestioo,aod  to  transmitacopf 
of  bis  note,  and  ofUie  answer  to  it,  as  toon  mi> 
is  received.  It  was  expressly  stated,  thougb  Hi 
in  a  manner  to  authorize  the  commuoicaiioaH 
be  considered  as  an  official  act,  that  Captain  Whit- 
by was  recalled,  and  would  he  subjected  toathil 
by  a  court  martial. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consida' 
atioD  and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obraieot  serruK 
JAMES  MONROE. 
WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

No.  4. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Messrs.  Monroe  snd  Finbif 
to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

London,  ^i^ust  21, 1806. 
Sir  :  We  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  roni 
copy  of  a  note  from  Mr.  Fox  of  yesterdav,  vhiek 
anoouoces  the  appointment  of  Lords  Holland u' 
Auckland  to  meet  us  on  the  subjects  whicli  arc 
embraced  by  our  joint  commission.  We  flatter 
ourselves  that  we  shall  enter  on  this  busiaessin 
the  course  of  a  fewdays,and  that  we  sbajl  beaUt 
in  a  short  time  afterwards  to  speak  with  soat 
confidence  of  the  result.  We  add,  with  pleasoRi 
that  we  see  no  reason  at  this  time  to  think  ihe 
prospect  less  favorable  to  a  satisfactory  one  ihis 
we  have  heretofore  presumed  it  to  be.  Aware* 
the  considerations  which  urge  despatch,  we  ban 
been,  and  shall  continue  to  oe,  attentive  to  iw 
object,  though  it  is  far  from  being  in  our  power 
to  promise  anything  explicit  on  that  point. 
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Mr.  Fox  te  Mr.  Monroe. 
DovNino  Stbebt,  Awgutt  30, 1806. 

Mr.  Secreiarf  Fox  presents  hts  compliraenfs  to 
Mr.MoDroeand  Mr.  Pmkney,  and  he  has  the  honor 
to  iDform  them  that  His  Majesty  has  been  gra- 
ciously pleased  (Mr.  Pox  not  being  yet  auflSciently 
recorered  to  attend  to  business  of  such  magnitude) 
to  appoint  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland  to 
epter  with  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  upon  the 
diMOssion  of  at)  roattcfs  now  depending  between 
His  Maiesiy's  Goremment  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stataa. 

Mr.  Fox  feels  it  his  daty,  in  expressing  his  regret 
at  beinir  unable,  at  the  present  moment  to  nnaer- 
take  this  important  busioess  himself,  to  olmerre 
that  His  Majesty,  in  this  appointment  of  Commis- 
aioners,  has  given  a  fresh  proof  of  his  most  anxious 
and  constant  desire  to  bring  to  a  speedy  termina- 
tion all  discussions  between  the  two  countries,  and 
to  form  such  arrangements  as  may  tend  to  render 
perpetual  a  system  of  motQal  friendship  and  cor- 
diality so  conducive  to  the  honor  and  interests  of 
both. 

Mr,  Fox  begs  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  will 
accept  the  aasuranees  of  his  high  eonsideralioD. 


No.  5. 

Meam.  Mtmnw  and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoHDOM,  September  11, 1806. 

Sib  :  Our  first  meeting  with  Lord  Holland  and 
liord  Auckland  took  place  in  Downing  street,  on 
the  32d  of  August.*  After  the  osual  exchange 
of  powers,  we  stated,  at  their  request,  the  objects 
of  our  mission,  and  the  ceneral  natoreof  the  stip- 
ulations by  which  we  expected  them  lo  be  pro- 
vided for.  They  look  minotes  of  what  was  said 
by  m,  for  the  purpose  of  making  their  report  to 
the  Cabinet,  and  threw  out  some  observations,  but 

a  very  loose  and  incoDch»>ive  character,  upon 
sereral  branches  of  the  subject.  They  resisted, 
with  great  earnestness  and  decision,  as  an  imprac- 
ticable aattjeet,  the  claim  of  indemnity,  which  we 
pressed  as  standing  upon  aoquestionable  grounds 
of  justice.  They  appeared  to  eontider  Ae  aub- 
lect  of  impressment  aa  extremely  delieate  and  em- 
barrawiog.and  that  of  our  trade  with  the  colonies 
of  their  enemies  as  presenting  Important,  though 
not  equal  difficulties;  and  Lord  Auckland  ex- 
pressed a  strong  desire,  which,  of  course,  we  dis- 
couraged, that  the  former  should  be  suffered  to 
rest  upon  mere  understanding,  and  find  noplaae 
in  the  projected  treaty.  The  beat  dispositions 
were,  however,  professed  to  arrange  everything 
vpoQ  fair  and  amicable  principles,  and  nothing' 
was  suggested  to  impair  the  hope  tnat  the  wsult 
of  our  negotiation  would  be  eotirely  satisfactory. 
We  were  told  at  parting  that  an  early  day  would 
be  mentioned  for  renewing  our  conferences. 
On  the  28th,t  we  met  thera  again  upon  ih«r 

*  Tliia  date  is  emtneoua ;  tte  first  meeting  toA  place 

on  ^  STili. 

t  TU»  date  ia  aW  eneneoaa;  tiiennilinii  look  riace 
on  the  latof  Septombif. 


own  appointiMit.  We  were  then  told  that  the 
purpose  of  this  interview  was  to  obtain  from  us 
an  explanation  of  our  views  with  reference  to 
some  of  the  points  upon  which  we  had  touched  at 
the  former  meeting.  We  were  accordiofly  asked 
to  state  precisely  what  equivalent  siipulaiion  for 
restoring  British  seamen  leaving  their  service  we 
would  be  diapoaed  to  insert  in  the  article  relative 
to  imjHesanient.  Haviim;  ascertained  that  it  was 
in  TUB  to  expect  their  consent  to  an  arrangement 
on  this  interesting  tx^icj  in  which  aome  sneh  pro- 
vision was  not  an  ingredient,  we  gave  them  at 
length  a  project  upon  this  pmnt,  extracted  from 
Mr.  Monroe's  inatructions  of  1804,  requesting 
them,  however,  to  receive  it  as  perfectly  extra  offi- 
cial, and  combining  it,  as  you  will  perceive,  with 
the  provisions  in  tneir  most  advantageous  form, 
for  which  it  was  required  as  the  eouivatent.  A 
copy  of  this  paper  is  among  the  enclosures.  We 
presumed  that  this  course,  while  it  hazarded  no- 
thing, would  at  least  promote  despatch,  and  that 
the  air  of  frankness  which  belonged  to  it  would 
be  likely  to  influence  advantageously  the  temper 
and  charactu  of  our  discussions  upon  this  and 
every  other  auestion  before  us. 

We  were  also  asked  to  explain  the  footing  apon 
which  we  deaired  to  place  the  eommereiid  inter- 
eonne  between  the  United  Statea  and  the  Brltiah 
European  dominions.  This  we  did  by  intimating, 
as  we  had  dene  at  the  former  meeting,  that  the 
footing  of  the  most  favored  nation  was  in  a  gen- 
eral view  the  most  natural.  Their  inquiries,  bow- 
ever,  looked  to  some  precise  and  equal  arrange- 
ment of  tonnage  and  imposts,  and  the  counter- 
vailing power  in  the  Ueaty  of  1794  was  slightly 
mentioned.  Without  encouraging  at  this  time 
any  di»cus^on  on  this  point,  which  they  did  not 
seem  to  be  prepared  or  inclined  to  enter  into,  we 
thought  it  proper  to  suggest,  for  their  considera- 
tion, the  expedient  of  a  mutual  abolition  of  alien 
duties. 

On  the  impressment  subject,  it  was  soon  appar- 
ent that  they  felt  the  strongest  repugnance  to  « 
formal  rennueiation  or  abandonmentof  their  claim 
to  take  from  our  veasete  on  the  high  seas  aueh  sea- 
men as  should  appear  to  he  their  own  anbjeeta ; 
and  they  preased  upon  na  with  much  xeal,  as  a 
substitute  for  such  an  abandonment,  a  provision 
that  the  persons  composing  the  crews  of  our  ships 
should  be  furnished  with  authentic  documents  of 
citizenship,  the  nature  and  form  of  which  should 
be  settled  by  treaty  ;  thattbeoe  documents  should 
completely  protect  those  to  whom  they  related; 
but  that,  subject  to  such  protections,  the  ships  of 
war  of  Great  Britain  should  continue  to  viaitand 
impress  on  the  main  ocean  as  heretofore. 

Tbey  enforced  their  {H-eference  for  this  sort  of 
arrangement  in  a  desultory  conversation,  by  ob- 
serving that  they  supposed  the  object  of  our  plan  to 
be  to  prevcat  the  impressment  at  sea  of  American 
aeamen,  a&d  not  to  withdraw  British  seamen  from 
the  naval  service  of  their  country  in  times  of 
great  natioial  peri^  for  the  pnrpoee  of  employing 
them  onraelves;  that  the  Wat  of  these  pnrpoaes 
would  he  effectoally  aeoom^hed  by  a  syatem 
which  ahould  iatrodoce  and  establish  a  clear  and 


Digilized  Dy  Google 


UB7 


voneluuTe  dittioetioD  between  the  Mmen  of  tke 
two  eouDtriet,  which,  on  all  occauon*,  would  bet 
implicitlr  respeeted ;  that  if  they  sboald  consent 
to  make  oar  commercial  ocry  a  floatiog  aa^lam 
for  all  the  British  seamen  who,  tempted  ht  hi^ker 
wages,  shoald  qait  their serriee  for  ours,  the  raect 
of  such  a  coneessioD  upon  tiKir  maritime  stren^h, 
on  which  Great  Britain  depended,  not  only  for 
her  nrofiperity  but  her  safety,  might  be  fatal ;  that, 
on  toe  most  aiarming  emersency^  they  might  thus 
foe  deprived,  to  an  extentiriiich  it  was  impossible 
10  oalculate,  but  which  coald  not  fail  to  be  great, 
of  their  only  means  of  security ;  that  our  vessels 
might  become  receptacles  for  deserters  to  any 
«moant,eTen  from  the  military  marine  in  the 
yoru  of  neutral  States,  and  when  onoe  at  sea 
might  set  atdefianeethc  just  claims  of  the  serrtoe 
to  whioh  soeh  deauten  betoand;  diat,  eren 
within  the  United  States,  it  co«M  not  be  expect- 
ed that  any  plan  for  reeoTeriog  British  deserters 
eonld  be  cmcacious ;  and  that,  moreover,  the  plan 
we  proposed,  was  inadequate  m  its  range  and  ob- 
ject, inasDiucb  as  it  was  merely  prospective,  con- 
fined wholly  to  deserters,  and  in  no  respect  pro- 
viding for  the  case  of  the  vast  body  m  Bntish 
seamen  now  employed  in  our  trade  to  every  part 
of  the  world.  To  this  it  was  replied,  that  one  of 
tbe  suppositions  on  which  ronefa  reliance  had  be«n 
placed  was  that  of  an  extreme  case,  whioh  was 
Iwrely  possible  in  fact,  and  which,  if  it  should 
happen  at  all,  and  redress  should  not  be  afibrded 
by  the  interference  of  tbe  neutral  Power  in  whose 
port  the  unlawful  refuge  should  be  attempted, 
could  not  be  considered  as  within  the  spirit  of 
each  •  provision  as  we  bad  soageitcd ;  that  ano- 
ther of  these  aopposilimia  ascrihad  undue  import- 
anee  to  the  resource  in  question,  which,  while  it 
severely  oppressed  and  irritated  tbdr  friends,  eoold 
add  little  to  the  effective  strength  of  their  navy ; 
that  the  number  of  men  thus  violenily  uken  from 
our  vessels,  if  American  citizens  should  be  de- 
doeted,  had  always  been  comparatively  small ; 
that,  if  Great  Britain  shoald  now  be  admitted, 
as  intended  by  the  plan,  to  the  benefit  of  onr  do- 
mestic regulations  for  apprehending  and  securing 
within  our  country  future  deserters  from  her 
merchant  and  other  vessels,  the  number  to  which 
snoh  a  resource  could  apply  must  hCTeafter  be 
considerably  less,  and  in  time  be  wholly  issig- 
niftcant :  that  it  would  be  in  their  own  power  to 
prevent  as,  by  suitable  relations,  from  carrying 
tfa«r  teamen  from  their  own  ports,  and  would 
become  ovrduty  to  assist  in  restoring  them  when 
.  they  riiovld  desert  and  he  foand  within  oar  juris- 
diction ;  thai  there  was  every  reason  to  believe 
tiiat  this  awiUtBee  would  be  as  efiectnal  as  it  was 
known  to  be  la  the  case  of  oar  seamen  deserting 
from  our  own  vessels ;  for  that,  even  if  it  shoald 
be  admitted  that  a  motive  might  now  be  imag- 
ined of  sufficient  power  to  loduce  the  people  of 
the  United  States  to  give  shelter  and  protection 
to  deserting  British  seamen,  it  was  obvious  that 
this  motire  arose  out  of  the  olain  and  practice 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  which  it  was  now 
proposed  torenoaiioe,and  would  cease  with  them; 
that  there  would  moreover  he  open  to  tfau  coan- 


try  tbe  fair  and  wasiwaMa  aierefae  of  the  ri^ 
of  refining  her  own  seamea  wttbia  her  owa  ji> 

risdiotion,  as  opportunitv  ocearred,  in  wbtbo* 
ever  vessel  thev  should  be  fooad ;  that  imptMs- 
ment  upon  the  nigh  seas  br  those  to  whom  tint 
■ervioe  is  necessarily  conSded  must,  under  «^ 
conceivable  guards,  be  frequently  abused,  aad  it 
its  best  form  cannot  fail  to  generate  prirate  isi- 
mosiiy  and  national  resentment,  and  of  coune  to 
endanger  tbe  friendly  relations  of  the  tvo  coos- 
tries;  tbat,ifit were  for  noothercaBse,««ih(xM 
see  with  deep  regret  the  power  of  impressoieDi  it 
sea  under  any  modification,  howerer  pboiiblc, 
iosisted  upwi ;  but  that  it  was,  besides,  impoMtblc 
that  we  sqoukI  acknowledge  in  iavor  of  aof  lai- 
eign  Power  the  claim  to  auch  jurisdietioa  m 
iHiard  our  vessels  found  upon  the  main  oou  u 
this  sort  of  imnreasment  implied—*  elsim  u 
plainly  inadmissible  in  its  prioeiple,  and  dcntgi- 
toryfrora  the  uaquestionaUe  r^htsof  oaiion- 
reignty,  as  it  was  Tcnuious  in  lU  praetieil  Nt- 
sequences. 

IJpon  the  commercial  subject,  we  collected  tbii 
the  East  India  trade  would  not  be  Ukelf  to  fin 
much  trouble ;  hut  that  ap  open  trade  to  tbe  firii- 
ish  West  Indies  will  be  obteined,  if  at  sll,wiik 
great  difficulty.  Lord  Auckland  expressed  u 
opinion  that  there  sfaoald  be  a  restriction  upas 
the  tonnage,  as  in  the  twelflh  article  of  tbe  Trn^ 
of  1794,  which  we  told  him  at  once  could  nenr 
be  assented  to;  and  Lord  HoUand  spokeof  tdatjto 
be  imposed  by  ois  Governmentupoa  imporuiiai 
from  their  IslaBds,  which  should  be  of  saffinett 
amount  to  check  the  exportation  of  the  articki 
so  imported  to  Barc^  His  idea  was,  of  eeui^ 
that  no  part  of  tbb  duty  should  be  remitted  ns 
drawbaex,  and  he  wished  to  comprehend  ia 
plan  oar  importations  from  enemy  colonies,  with* 
oat  which  It  could  have  no  other  eSect  tosD  B 
force  the  imports  from  British  colonies  ixm  w 
internal  conMuaptioB,  and  leave  the  imports  frsa 
enemy  colonies  for  exportation.  We  thongbtit 
proper  to  oppose  oarselres  in  a.  j^ticnlar  ■■■■ 
ner  to  the  lastHBaeatioaedappUeatioaoCthisplUi 
and  it  was  not  persisted  In. 

Tbe  trade  with  enemies'  oolonies  was  iiu 
riewed  as  an  embarrassing  .subject  aad  coniios- 
otts  voyages  even  between  neutral  European  poib 
aad  these  colonleci  were  strongly  protested  agsiim- 
It  appeared  to  be  certain,  however,  that  our  opp^ 
nents  would  fioally^  a|^e  that  the  contiouiif « 
the  voyages  should,  la  all  cases,  be  held  uk 
broken  by  the  landing  of  the  cargoes  in  the  uu- 
ted  States,  and  perhaps  also  the  paying  or  seca^ 
ing  the  duties,  u  heretc^ore  practised.  We  oh 
not  bring  into  view  at  this  time  the  disttnetiot 
which  we  mean  hereafter  to  ur^  in  faror  of  ov 
commerce  with  the  East  India  colonies  of  tM 
other  parties  to  the  war. 

In  thecourse  of  this  conference  Lord  Aacklaad 
renewed  a  proposal  which  be  had  glanced  at  in 
our  first  interview,  that  the  Treaty  of  1794  shoald 
be  made  the  basis  of  the  present  negoiiaiiao.  Thu 
wav  rejected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obtain  ivw 
rctjeetMO  hiacatiM  acqaiesoeaee.  His  Lordiht^ 
towards  the  close  of  the  mcating,  iaqoiMdifCsa- 
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RdaUima  with  Great  BrUaSn, 


grass  bad  not  at  their  last  session  passed  some  law 
aflcctiog  their  commercial  relations  with  Great 
Britoin.  We  had  been  restraioed  from  calliog 
their  atteotion  to  the  act  probibitiog,  by  tbe 
ajnmheimoD  thai,  as  ikisf  could  not  be  supposed 
to  be  igDorant  of  It,  we  might  be  thoaghi,  by 
picniDg  it  officiously  and  ostentatiously  into  no- 
tice, to  wish  to  make  use  of  it  as  a  menace ;  but 
we  now  took  occasion  to  explaio,  in  as  concilia- 
tory a  manner  as  was  consistent  with  the  com- 
plete justilicatiott  of  tbe  law,  its  origin,  and  char- 
acter. They  requested  as  to  giro  them  a  copy 
of  the  act,  and  w«  sent  U  aeeordinj^y  tbe  next 
d«y. 

On  the  4th  instant,  at  n^ht,  w«  receired  from 
the  British  ComnDissioners  a  note  upoo  the  inth' 
je«t  of  the  act  of  Congress,  of  which  a  copy  is 
niclosed.  It  appeared  to  us,  that  it  would  be  pru- 
dent to  found  upon  this  note  a  request  of  aa  im- 
mediate interview,  in  the<^ourse  of  which  it  might 
perhaps  be  pnetieable  to  avail  ouiBelres  of  their 
anxieir,  that  •  saspension  of  the  act  should  be 
pressed  upon  oar  Govermual,  to  advance  oar  ne- 
gotiation^ with  nfereno*  at  least,  to  the  most  in* 
terestin^  of  tbe  topies  i&rolred  Id  it  To  our 
note  decirine  an  interview.  Lord  Holland  replied 

that  he  would  be  glad  to  see  us  on  the  but 

that  Lord  Auckland  being  out  of  town,  would  not 
probably  be  able  to  attend;  Lord  Auckland  did 
not  in  fact,  and  we  believe  could  not  attend.  We 
opened  the  conference  with  Lord  Holland,  by  ob- 
serving that  we  bad  been  withheld  by  considera- 
tions, which  be  would  easily  comprehend,  from 
being  tbe  first  tomeniioothesctof  the  American 
Gfovernment  which  formed  the  subject  of  their 
note,  but  that  it  had  been  constantly  present  to 
oar  minds,  as  making  It  peculiarly  desirable  that 
we  should  uaderstand  one  another  as  soon  as  pos- 
Mblflt  opon  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  points  in  discus- 
aioB  between  usj  and  as  presenting  the  prospect 
of  a  dilemma,  as  the  period  prescribed  for  its  com- 
meoeement  approached  without  finding  as  for- 
ward in  oar  n^liatitm.  After  a  short  vladica- 
tiowof  tbcaslvin  tfaaeovaaof  which  we  did  not 
(nit  to  rotreseDt  it  iacaonesion  with  the  special 
misGioB  which  grew  out  of  it  as  manifesting  tbe 
friendly  sentiments  and  views  of  our  Qovernment 
towards  that  of  His  Majesty,  we  observed  tliat, 
relying  upon  the  dispositiims  which  their  Lord- 
ships cmstantly  had  avowed,  and  by  which  they 
were  evidently  animated,  to  esublisb  between 
tbe  two  countries,  by  a  suitable  adjustment  of  all 
sabaisting  differences^  the  most  perfect  and  last- 
ing harmony,  it  was  our  earnest  desire  to  take 
aonie  eCeelual  step^  which  should  save  the  honor 
of  butbCkrrarameBts,  for  insuiog  the  soapension 
vhittli  their  Ltnnlahips  bad  reeommandM;  that 
thara  might  ba  itaaon  to  apprehend  diat,  anle» 
aoaac  advaaMfl|«>w  ehangc  ihould  appear  to  hare 
taken  place,  in  the  state  of  tbm^  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Congress,  required  the  adoption  of  the 
measure  in  ouesiioo,  it  would  not  easily  be  aban- 
doned even  for  a  time ;  that  no  such  change  bas 
taken  place,  for  that  all  the  subjects  of  complaint 
which  bad  excited  the  sensibility  of  Congress  at 
tiieir  last  stMiOB,  and  led  lo  tbe  paaiaga  of  Ihia 


act,  were  still  as  much  at  lai^  as  ever ;  that  it 
was,  indeed,  true  that  Commissioners,  in  the  hisffa- 
est  degree  acceptable,  had  been  appointed  by  Hia 
Majesty's  Government  to  treat  with  us,  and  that 
the  spirit  of  josttoe  and  amity  displayed  by  their 
Lordsbips  promised  the  happiest  re&OUa ;  but  that 
it  was  auo  true  that,  op  to  uis  period,  it  could  only 
be  said,  as  might  equally  be  said  of  the  period 
ijrbeD  this  act  was  finally  passed,  that  negotiations 
were  depending ;  that  we  were  therefore  extreme- 
Iv  anxious,  when  we  should  transmit  their  Lord- 
ships* note  to  tbe  United  States,  lo  be  enabled  to 
accompany  it  with  assurances  that,  although 
much  remained  to  be  done,  the  two  subjects  of 
impressment  and  trade  with  enemies*  coloaiea 
would  certainly  be  ai^asled  to  the  satis&etion  oC 
our  GovernmeoL 

Lord  Holland  told  us,  in  reply,  that  we  were 
aware  that  the  first  of  these  subjects  was  full  of 
difficulty,  and  required  that  tbe  feelings  and  opin- 
ions of  many  persons  should  be  managed  and  con- 
salted ;  that  it  touched  the  most  delicate  and  mo- 
mentous of  their  national  concerns,  and  called  for 
much  inquiry  and  deliberation ;  that  he  hoped  it 
would  soon  be  practicable  (and  we  might  be  con- 
fident that  there  «hoaldJw  no  unreasonable  delay) 
to  submit  to  ns  ft  plan,  lo  which  both  sides  m%fat 
without  reluctance  consent;  that,  in  the  meantime,, 
we  could  state  to  our  Oorernment,  what  was  on- ' 
questioikably  true^  that  those  with  wbom  we  were 
treating  were  diligently  and  anxiously  employed 
in  endeavors  to  devise  an  arraosement  which 
should  be  convenient  and  honorable  to  us,  and  at 
the  same  time  free  from  improper  hazard  to  Great 
Britain ;  that  it  appeared  to  him,  that  the  actual 
pendency  of  tbe  negotiations  here,  unless  their 
sincerity  were  distrusted,  as  he  was  sore  it  would 
not  be.  would  furnish  an  adequate  motive  to  Con- 
gress for  merriy  postponine  tbe  commencement 
of  a  law  which  was  originally  a  very  strong  mea- 
sure, and  woald  certainly,  if  allowed  to  ^  into 
operation  at  a  moment  when  Great  Britain  was 
affording,  in  tbe  face  of  the  world,  an  tueqaivo- 
cal  demonstration  of  her  wish  to  remove  efcrjr 
ground  of  misunderstanding  between  as,  acquire 
a  character  of  extreme  harshness ;  that  it  was 
greatly  to  be  lamented  that  the  discussions  in 
which  we  were  now  engaged  had  not  been  sooner 
b^n,  bat  that,  knowing  as  we  did  to  what  canse 
the  d«ay  was  to  be  ascribed,  we  knew  also  that 
it  was  unavoidable.  His  Lordship  mingled  with 
these  observations  tbo  most  amicaole  assurances, 
and  took  an  occasion,  which  a  remark  from  one 
of  OS  presented,  to  express  his  conviction  tbat  the 
event  of  a  peace  between  Great  Britain  and  Fraaee 
woald  be  so  fbr  from  creating  any  mdispositioa, 
or  producing  aay  obstacles  on  the  part  of  thia 
eoimtry  to  a  lifaenl  a^jastmeot  with  as,  that  it 
wovM  rather  &eilitat«wata4instm«tt|  by  loasoT- 
ing  from  some  of  tbe  topies  tho  peenbar  interest 
and  difficulty  whieh  the  preaant  crisis  iniparts  lo 
I  hem. 

After  some  further  efforls  oa  our  part  to  prtH 
mote  the  object  of  this  Interview,  without  depart- 
iag'from  that  toneof  conciliation  whieh  prudence 
as  well  aa  ittdtnalion  recommended,  we  separated, 
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and  BOon  afterward  we  prepared  and  sent  to  the 
British  Commissioners  an  answer  to  tbeir  note 
of  the  4th,  of  which  you  will  find  a  copy  en- 
dosed. 

To  these  detailsj  we  take  the  liberty  to  add  our 
opinioD,  formed  upon  a  careful  review  of  the 
whole  subject,  that  it  will  be  proper,  upon  the 
meeting  of  Congress  in  December,  to  suspend  the 
act  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  certain  arii- 
cles  of  British  manufacture,  so  as  to  afford  fur- 
ther time  for  the  completion  of  the  negotiations 
which  it  evidently  presumes,  and  whicHare  now 
in  train. 

The  ground  which  Congress  hare  taken  in  this 
just  and  salutary  measure  we  are  far  from  wish- 
ing to  abandon;  but  to  suspend  and  to  abandon 
it  are  very  different  things.  The  last  would  wound 
deeply  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and  prostrate  the 
character  of  theGorerament;  but  the  first  is  in 
perfect  conformitv  with  the  spirit  and  purpose  of 
the  law ;  and  while  it  would  furnish  a  signal  proof 
of  the  equity  and  moderation  of  our  public  coun- 
cils, would  preserve  uuimpaired  that  firm  and  dig- 
nified attitude  which  it  becomes  us  at  all  times, 
but  now  especially,  to  maintain.  The  suspension 
will  be  so  far  from  relinqnishing  the  measure,  or 
weakening  its  effect,  that  it  wiH  distinctly  imply 
a  reassertion  of  its  principle  and  policy,  and  an 
unshajcen  resolution  to  act  upon  and  enforce  it  as 
soon  as  negotiation  shall  have  been  sufficiently 
and  unsuccessftilly  tried. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Fox,  which  every  hour  is 
expected  to  announce,  may,  and  probably  will,  re- 
tard our  progress  for  some  time ;  but  our  hopes  are 
strong  that  we  shall  finally,  and  without  much 
further  delay,  accomplish  the  great  objects  con- 
fided to  us.  The  temper  which  the  British  Com- 
missioners have  obviously  brought  to  the  nego- 
tiation corresponding  with  that  which  has  been 
manifested  toward  the  mission  by  those  who  hold 
official  stations  here,  as  well  as  by  the  public  in 
general,  is  as  friendly  and  respectful  to  our  Gov- 
emment  and  country  as  could  be  desired.  We 
shall  continue  our  exertions  to  fulfil^  with  alt  pos- 
sible despatch,  the  instrnetions  with  which  we 
hare  been  honored,  and  shall  commanicate  to  you 
by  the  earliest  opportunity  whatever  of  import- 
aoce  shall  occur. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consider- 
atioD  and  esteem,  sir,  your  inost  obedient  servants, 
JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

P.  S.  September  12.  We  have  just  received 
separate  notes  to  the  same  effect  from  Lord  Aucfe- 
land,  of  which  copies  are  eoclosed.  They  author- 
ize us  to  expect  that  the  conference  of  Wednesday 
next,  to  which  he  invites  m,  will  enable  as  to  give 
yoa  details  of  a  more  precise  and  iatereBtiog  na- 
ture than  it  has  been  practicable  to  give  in  the 
letter  to  which  this  is  a  postscript. 

We  omitted  to  mention  in  this  letter  that  we 
have  been  assured  by  the  British  Commissioners 
(particularly  Lord  Holland)  that  a  liberal  and 
satisfactory  article,  relative  lo  the  extent  of  our 
jarisdietioa  over  the  waters  near  oar  own  coast, 


and  the  exemption  of  our  defined  limits  from  all 
the  operations  of  war,  will  be  cheerfdlly  agreed 
to,  and  that  an  article  for  defining  blockade  will 
meet  with  no  opposition. 

September  13.  The  last  account  of  Mr.  Fox'i 
health  of  this  morning  is,  that  the  symptoms  have 
increased  to  so  alarming  a  degree,  that  he  is  not 
expected  to  survive  many  hours. 

From  Lord  HoUaod. 
DowNiito  Sthbbt,  Aitg.  23, 1S06. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  seen  Lord  Auckland  this 
morning,  .and,  if  not  inconvenient  to  you  andBlr. 
Pinkney,  we  thought  of  proposing  to  you  to  neet 
UH  at  the  Foreign  Office,  Downing  street,  at  12 
o'clock  next  Wednesday,  [27th  August.]  On  (hat 
day  we  can  exchange  our  powers,  and  will,  if  you 
please,  take  minutes  of  the  general  objectsof  your 
mission. 

I  am,  dear. air,  ever  sincerely  yours, 

HOLLAND. 

Jahbs  Momboe,  Esq.,  dbc. 

To  Lord  Holland. 
Portland  Place,  Aug.  24, 1806. 

Mt  Lobd  :  I  have  been  honored  by  your  note 
of  yesterday,  inviting  Mr.  Pinkoey  and  myself  to 
meet  your  Lordship  and  Lord  Auckland  at  the 
Foreign  Office,  in  Downing  street,  at  12  o'clock, 
on  Wednesday  next,  for  the  purpose  of  exchang- 
ing our  powers  ana  commencing  the  business 
confided  to  us  by  our  respective  Govrnments.  I 
have  conferred  with  Mr.  Piukney  on  the  tcabject, 
and  have  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  we  shall 
be  punctual  to  tbe  appointment  which  you  have 
been  so  good  as  to  give  us. 

I  am.  with  great  consideration  and  esteem,  rerj 
sincerely  yours,  JAMES  MONROE. 

Loan  Holland,  Sec. 

From  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland. 

Dowmiro  Stbbit,  Avg.  36^  1806. 

Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland  present  their 
compliments  to  Mr.  Monroe,  and  request  that,  if 
it  be  not  inconvenient  to  him.  he  wtii  have  tbe 
goodness  to  meet  them  in  Downing  street,  on 
Monday  next,  [1st  September,]  at  tweire  pre- 
cisely. 

[A  similar  note  sent  to  Mr.  Pinkney.] 

To  Lixd  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland. 

AoGDST  29,  1806. 
Mr.  Monroe  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord 
Holland  and  Lord  Auckland,  and  has  the  honor 
to  inform  them  that  Mr.  Pinkney  and  he  will  not 
fail  to  wait  on  tbeir  Lordahtps  in  Downing  street, 
on  Monday  next  at  twelve  o'clock. 

To  Ltnd  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland. 

Septbhbbr  2, 1806. 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  present  ifaeit 
oompUnuDlp  to  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Aoek-- 
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knd,  aod  bare  the  hooor  to  eacloae  to  their  Lord- 
abipa  a  copy  of  the  icc  of  Congreis  which  thejr 
lequeited  in  their  interview  yesterday. 

FiomLord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland. 

Downing  Street,  Sept.  4, 1806. 

Oehtlbhen:  We  have  receired  a  copy  (sent 
by  you, at  our  request,)  of  the  "act  of  Congress 
to  ]»oliibit.  from  and  after  the  15tb  of  next  No- 
vember, the  importation  Into  the  territories  of  the 
Uoited  States  of  a  very  targe  description  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  from  aoy  port  or  place 
ntualed  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland." 

On  «  full  consideration  of  that  act,  we  think  it 
enr  duty  to  express  our  earnest  hope  and  expecta- 
tion that  some  means  may  be  found  to  suspend  the 
execDtioo  of  a  measttre  bo  opposite  in  ita  temper 
and  teodency  to  the  disposition  and  views  with 
which  oar  pending  negotiation  has  been  com- 
nraeed  and  is  carrying  on. 

That  measure,  unless  suspended,  will  take  ef- 
fect, if  not  before  oor  discussions  cao  be  closed, 
at  least  before  it  is  possible  that  their  result  can 
be  known  in  the  United  Sutes;  and  would  ob- 
viously lead  to  the  necessity  of  proposing  to  Par- 
liament similar -steps  on  the  part  of  this  country, 
by  which  mutual  irritaiion  would  be  excited,  and 
fresh  impediments  created  in  the  way  of  such  a 
final  adjustment  as,  we  trust,  is  muinally  de- 
sired. 

We  rely  on  you  for  taking  such  immediate 
steps  in  this  business  as  may  fa«st  contribute  to  a 
happy  termination  of  our  treaty,  aud  to  a  cordial 
and  permanent  friendship  between  His  Majesty's 
subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

We  have  the  hotter  to  be,  your  faithful,  hum- 
bU  servants.  VASSAL  HOLLAND, 

AUCKLAND. 

P.  S.  The  sailing  orders  of  the  North  Ameri- 
ean  mail  will,  of  course,  be  issued  this  evening, 
anless  you  should  wish  to  have  them  delayed  for 
a  daf  or  two. 

To  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland. 

Sept.  4, 1806.  Ten  o'clockj  P.  M 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  present  their 
complimentB  to  Lord  Holland  aad  Lord  Auck- 
land, and  have  the  honor  to  request  an  interview 
with  ihcir  Lordships,  at  as  early  a  noment  as 
shall  suit  their  conveaienee,  on  the  subject  of 
their  note  of  this  day,  which  they  have  just  re- 
ceived. In  the  meantime,  the  delay  suggested,  in 
the  postscript  of  their  Lordships^  note,  of  the 
tailing  orders  of  the  North  American  niail,  will 
>e  extremely  agreeable  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr. 
Pinkney. 

From  Mr.  Allen,  Secretary  of  Lord  Holland. 

HoLLANo  HoDSE,  Friday,  Sept.  5. 
Dear  Sir  :   Lord  Holland,  uoderstanding  by 
our  and  Mr.  Piokney's  note  of  yeiuerday,  that 
ou  are  desirous  to  have  some  conversation  with 
im  before  the  sailing  of  the  American  packet, 


Gnat  Britam. 


will  be  happy  to  meet  you  and  Mr.  Pinkaey  to- 
morrow at  the  Foreign  Office,  at  half-past  eleven 
o'clock.  I  have  the  Aooot  to  be,  dear  sir.  &c. 

JOHN  ALL£N. 

Jambs  Mokboi,  Esq.,  Ac. 

The  American  Ministers  to  Lord  Holland. 

Sbptehbbr  10, 1806. 
The  undersigned  Ministers  Extraordinary  and 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America, 

E resent  their  compliments  to  Lord  Holland  antd 
lOrd  Auckland,  and  have  the  honor  to  inform 
them  that  they  will  hasten  to  transmit  to  their 
Government  their  LordsbipR*  note  of  the  fourth 
instant,  the  receipt  of  which  has  already  been 
acknowledged. 

The  undersigned  consider  it  their  duty  to  as- 
sure Irf>rd  Holland  and  Lord  AuokUiDd,  that 
nothing  is  more  remote  from  the  views  of  their 
Qovemmeat  than  to  oppose  anyobstacle  to  a  fair 
and  satisfactory  conclusion  of  the  present  nego- 
tiation. They  are  persuaded,  if  all  the  circum- 
stances which  have  occurred  between  the  two 
Governments  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  war  are  taken  impartially  into  considera- 
tion, that  not  the  slightest  doubt  can  remain  on 
that  point.  It  is  certain  that  the  act  of  Congress 
to  which  their  Lordships  have  objected  is  attrib- 
utable to  other  causes  of  a  very  imperious  nature, 
and  that  it  furnishes  no  sufficient  reason  to  call 
in  question  the  sincerity  with  which  the  United 
Stales  have  uniformly  sought  to  preserve  the 
most  friendly  relations  with  Great  Britain.  The 
undersigned  are^  however,  fat  from  being  desirous 
to  look  back  to  incidents,  a  review  of  which  can 
serve  only  to  produce  regret.  It  is  more  import- 
ant, and  therefore  more  agreeable,  to  look  forwud, 
and  10  provide,  by  suitable  arrangements,  against 
the  like  in  future. 

The  undersigned  flatter  themselves  that  nothing 
will  occur  on  either  side  to  excite  irritation  or  to 
create  new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  an  adjustment, 
which  it  is  confidently  believed  the  interest  of 
both  countries  requires.  They  indulge  the  hope 
that  the  present  negotiation,  which  has  been  en- 
tered into  by  both  Governments  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  adjust  all  subsisting  diflerences  and  to 
place  their  navigation  and  commerce  on  a  basis 
of  reciprocal  advanta^,  will  succeed  in  all  its 
objects.  The  undersigned  will  not  fail  to  pro- 
mote that  desirable  result  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power.  They  will  be  biappy  in  commnai- 
eating  to  their  Government  a  copy  of  their  Lord- 
slups'note  of  the  4th  instant,  to  Jo  justice  to  the 
£rieadly  disposition  which  their  Lordships  hara 
brouglu  into  the  negotiation ;  and,  in  the  mean- 
time, the  undersigned  will  always  be  prepared  to 
promote,  by  their  joint  labors,  with  the  greatest 
possible  despatch,  and  on  fair  conditions,  a  satis- 
factory conclusion  of  it. 

The  undersigned  request  Lord  Holland  and 
Lord  Auckland  to  accept  the  assurance  of  their 
high  consideration. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WILLIAM  FINKNET. 
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[EadoMd  in  Mmri.  Momoe  tsd  Prnkncj's  daipttdi 
of  lldt  8q>tembar.] 

Akt.  1.  No  person  wfaaterer  shall,  on  the  high 
wen,  aocl  witboot  the  jnrisdietioB  of  either  party, 
be  demanded  or  taken  out  of  anv  ahip  or  ressei 
ixlongiDg  to  citi2eDs  or  subjeeti  oi  one  of  the  i>ar- 
tiea,  bjr  thepublic  or  private  armed  ships  belonging 
to  or  in  the  service  of  the  other,  unless  such  per- 
son be  at  the  time  in  the  military  service  oi  an 
enemy  of  sneh  other  party. 

No  penoo,  being  a  safajeet  or  citizen  of  one  of 
the  parties,  and  resorting  to  or  residing  in  thedo- 
ninions  of  the  other,  shall  in  any  ease  be  com- 

{lelted  to  serve  on  bMrd  any  vessel,  whether  pab- 
ie  or  private,  beloogiog  to  sneh  other  party ;  and 
all  citizens  or  sobjects  whatever  of  the  respective 
parties  at  this  time  compulsively  servingoo  board 
tfaerebselsof  the  other  shall  be  forthwith  liberated, 
and  enabled,  by  an  adequate  recompense,  to  retnm 
to  their  own  country. 

In  all  questions  which  may  arise  within  the 
dominions  of  either  Power,  respeetinf  the  national 
<tenicter  of  any  person  who  claims  to  be  a  cit- 
izen or  subject  of  the  other  Power,  due  credit  shsll 
be  given  to  such  public  documents  as  his  Qovern- 
ment  may  have  granted  for  his  protection  ;  and 
where  such  documents  may  hare  been  lost,  de- 
stroyed, or  by  casualty  not  obtained,  and  any  per- 
son claims  to  be  a  citizen  or  snbjeet  of  either  party, 
sDcb  other  evidence  of  said  claim  shall  be  received 
and  admitted,  as  would  be  satisiaetory  in  a  court 
of  judicature,  llie  high  contracting  parties  en- 
gage that  doe  care  shall  be  taken  that  such  doc- 
uments shall  be  granted  in  their  respective  ports 
to  such  persons  only  as  are  justly  entitled  to  them, 
and  by  suitable  officers  who  shall  be  specially  des- 
ignated for  the  purpose. 

Aht.  )i.  It  is  agreed  that  no  refuge  or  protec- 
tion shall  be  afforded  by  either  party  to  the  ma- 
riners, sailors,  or  other  persons  not  fbond  to  be 
ite  own  citizens  or  subjects,  who  shall  desert  from 
a  vessel  of  the  other  party,  of  the  crew  whereof 
the  deserter  made  a  part ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
ril  sneh  deserters  shall  be  deliveved  np,on  demand, 
tothe  eomnundersof  the  ressdsfrom  which  they 
shall  have  deserted,  or  to  the  eommandtng  officers 
the  ships  of  war  of  the  respective  nations,  or  to 
sneh  other  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized  to 
make  requisitioa  in  that  behalf,  provided  that 
proof  be  made  within  two  years  from  the  time  of 
desertion,  by  an  exhibition  of  the  ship's  {npers,  or 
nnhenticated  copies  thereof,  and  by  satisfhctory 
evidence  of  the  identity  of  the  person,  that  the 
deserters  so  demanded  were  acttrally  part  of  the 
crew  of  the  vessels  in  question. 

And  for  the  more  enleettial  ezMntion  of  this 
article,  adequate  provision  shall  be  made  for  cans- 1 
ing  to  be  arrested,  on  the  application  of  the  re- 
spective Consuls  or  Viee-Coinals  to  the  competent 
authorities,  all  deserters,  duly  proved  to  be  such, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  sent  back  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  vessels  to  which  they  belonged,  or 
removed  out  of  the  country.  And  all  due  aid  and 
assistance  shell  be  given  in  searching  for  as  well 
as  in  seizing  and  arresting  the  said  deserters,  who 
shall  even  be  detained  and  kept  in  the  prisons  otV 


the  country,  at  the  rcqncat  and  otpease  of  theail 
Consuls  or  Vie»>CoiMals,  ntil  thmr  shall  kvn 
found  an  opporiuniijr  of  sending  then  badt  or 
removing  them  as  aforesaid.  But  if  Uiey  be  not 
sent  baok  or  removed  within  tteee  nontht  fron 
the  day  of  their  arrest,  they  shall  be  set  at  liboty, 
and  sbkll  not  be  again  arrested  for  the  same  cnte. 

Ttaa  Lord  AncUand  to  Mr.  M&nroe. 

Office  fob  Tbadl 
Whitehall,  Sept.  12, 180S. 

Mt  Daan  Sw:  Lord  Holland  and  I  haven* 
ceired  your  note  of  September  10,  in  sDimr  i* 
outs  of  the  4th  instant.   The  unhappy  coaiijw  ; 
ation  which  at  present  oceapica  Lord  Hafaad  I 
haa  prevented  him  from  meeting  me  sinss  I  tatOf 
edfrom Dropmore;  butlhave received sevanllei- 
ters  from  htm,  in  whieh  lie  expresses  great  iioi* 
ety  that  you  should  ha  infornud  by  me  tkat  «■ 
are  not  neglecting  the  joint  object  which  wt  all  { 
bare  in  view. 

If  i^ou  and  Mr.  Piokney  (to  whom  I  Kod  i  : 
duplicate  of  this  note)  could  cooveoienily  eeai 
to  Downing  street  at  eleven  o'clock  next  Wedae- 
day  morning,  [September  the  17th,]  1  shall  tin 
be  ahle  to  state  proviaionally  (in  Lord  Hollasd^ 
absence)  many  paitieulars  which  may  dmife 
your  consideration  and  advanea  our  ana  ofr 
oial  discassion. 

I  am,  my  dear  air,  most  sincerely  yours, 

AUCKLAND. 


To  Lord  Ancklsnd. 
Poutlamo  Place,  September  H,  1896. 
Mt  Lord  :  I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  recdn 
your  letter  of  the  13tb,  and  shall,  with  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,  not  fail  to  meet  your  Lordship  at  Doming 
street  on  Wedttesd«y  nezt,al  eleven  o'clock  iadjc 
morning.  We  will  receiTe  there  any  eoman- 
cations  whieh  jrouc  Lordship  will  be  so  goed  as» 
make  on  the  interesting  subjects  which  eagafi 
our  joint  attention,  not  doubung  that  vwtrf  iiM- 
view  will  contribute  to  advance  the  basuwM  to 
its  desired  eooelusioo.  We  are  aware  that  Uni 
Holland's  domestic  distress  and  duties  will  ^ 
prive  us  of  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  for  the[r^ 
sent,  and  hope  tbaty^eur  Lordship  will  prenai 
that  circuRUtaBce  giving  him  the  least  aniietT- 
I  beg  year  Lordship  to  present,  Ac.  and  to  ben* 
sured  of  the  great  oonsideration  ana  estaem  wA 
which  I  bare  the  honor,  &c. 

JAMES  M<»iROB. 

No.  6. 

MessK  HoaiM  aad  Finkn^  to  Mr.  HadiMB. 

LoHOOM,  J^TooefR^er  11, 180& 
Bib:  We  flattered  ourselves,  at  the  date  of  oai 
last  despatch,  whieh  was  of  September  11th,  tint 
we  should  have  been  able  to  have  coDclnaed  ■ 
treaty  with  the  British  Commissioners,  aod  to 
have  transmitted  it  to  you  before  this,  on  tbe  in- 
teresting topics  which  are  embraced  by 
struetioos,  and  on  terms  that  would  be  a^mm 
by  our  QoTcramenu   The  diqMMitioB  whub  m 
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beeo  thowa  by  the  members  of  tbe  Ca,biD«t,  with 
moat  of  whom  we  had  had  coDrernalioDa  oa  the 
tubject,  and  the  seottmentfl  which  had  been  ex- 
pcessed  is  our  confeceaces  by  the  Plenipotentiaries 
who  had  been  appointed  to  meet  ua,  independent 
«f  other  considerations  of  a  farofabte  chancter, 
Imd  taa^Kd  »  with  great  eonfideocse  io  sneh  a 
lesoh.  we  legret,  howeTVj  to  he  now  nailer  tbe 
necessity  of  stating  to  yon,  that  although  every 
topic  has  been  frequently  taken  into  ooimderation 
and  discttssed,  and  there  is  good  oanse  to  beliere 
that  a  satisfactory  arrangement  may  be  obtained 
of  roanv  of  the  great  points,  and  «n  ftdmistibte 
one  <tf  the  inferior,  that,  neTertbeless,  nothing  has 
been  eoneladed  on  any  point,  and -an  iflsarmonnt- 
able  Aiffieultjr  bas  occurred  on  one  whioh  is  de- 
servedly considered  of  the  first  importance  to  onr 
•oantry. 

The  opportunity  by  which  we  propose  to  fSar- 
mrd  this  coofnnunieation  is  so  pressing  as  to 
time,  that  we  fear  we  shall  not  be  able  to  give 
you  all  the  details  which  have  attended  the  oe- 
ffotiatioa  since  the  11th  8e[rtember!  we  ^alt, 
Soanver.  endeavor  to  eompriae  in  it  every  eirenm- 
etuee  wbicdi  may  be  neeesnry  to  eonvey  a  just 
idea  of  ita  present  atale  and  prolMble  resnlt. 

Too  were  apfMriaed  by  our  last  of  the  delay  to 
which  we  ban  been  previously  exposed  by  the 
indispoutioa  of  Mr.  Fox.  It  uppened  noforta- 
Jialely  that  the  same  ease  subjected  us  afterwards 
tomuch  interraption  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Insi- 
ness,  which  was  finally  ^unpended  altogether,  for 
several  weeks,  bv  his  death.  We  add,  however, 
with  pleasure,  that  we  experienced  no  delay  on 
acceUDt  of  Mr.  Fox's  indisposition  whioh  did  not 
appear  to  as,  in  consideration  of  all  etreamstan- 
ccs,  to  be  natural  and  reasonable;  that  the  busi- 
ness  was  resumed  by  tbe  British  Commissioners  as 
soon  after  his  death  and  interment  as  a  suitable 
respeafor  his  memory  would  permit;  and  that 
it  has  been  punned  by  them  sinoe  in  a  manner 
to  evince  an  evident  desire  on  their  part  to  bring 
it  to  a  ftpeeiy  conehision. 

Oar  attention  was  naturatljr  drawn  from  the 
commcocement  of  the  negotiation  to  its  principal 
objects,  the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  and  the 
trade  wUfa  enemies' colonies;  theformer  ofwhieh 
presented  the  most  serious  difficulties  with  this 
OoTemment.  As  we  knew  that  the  tranquillity 
of  oar  eaontrr,  if  not  its  peace^  was  essentially 
connected  witn  a  suitable  provision  for  this  great 
interest,  it  seems  useless  to  proceed  to  those  of 
minor  e'onsideratbo,  till  it  should  be  satisfactorily 
disposed  of.  Hence  the  greater  portion  of  our 
time  and  labor  has  been  bestowed  in  our  teveral 
coofereDces  on  this  latter  topic.  We  have  said 
everythi^  that  we  could  in  support  of  our  claim, 
that  tbe  nag  should  protect  the  crew,  which  we 
have  contended  was  founded  in  unquestionable 
light,  whose  cigoyatent  it  w»  indiapensable  to 
Beear&  by  an  unqualified  and  positive  stipulation 
in  its  nvor.  We  have  also  proposed,  in  a  spirit 
of  accommodation,  every  suitable  expedient  that 
we  conld  devise,  consistent  with  that  prmciple,  to 
obviate  the  incoovenicDces  which  it  was  urged 
on  the  other  side  were  likdy  to  leaolt  fcoB  iti 
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admission.  Bat  all  our  efforts  have  so  far  proved 
iaeffectuaL  Tbe  right  was  denied  by  the  British 
Commissioners,  who  asserted  that  01  their  Gov- 
ernment to* seize  its  subjects  oa  board  neutral 
merchant  vessels  oa  the  high  seas,  and  who  also 
urged  that  the  reUnquishment  of  it  at  this  time 
woold  jgo  for  to  the  overthow  of  their  naval  poww, 
on  which  the  safety  of  the  State  essentially  de- 
pended. At  one  ume,  and  that  very  rceeathr, 
there  was  a  propect  of  an  agreement  on  eonev 
tioos  which  appeared  to  be  just  and  fair  between 
tiie  pasties,  but  that  seems  now  to  have  can- 
pletely  vanished.  It  was  urged  by  the  British 
Commisioners,  that  tbe|H«position  which  we  have 
made,  to  sive  tbe  aid  of  the  local  antboritias  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  apprebcnd  and  restore  d«h 
seriera  from  their  vessels,  as  an  iodueeroeBt  for 
&eir  Qovernmeat  to  acknowledge  the  right  whicb 
we  contended  for  in  favor  of  the  vessels  of  the 
United  States  oa  the  high  seas,  did  not  furnidi  a 
complete  remedy  (br  the  eyil  complained  of.  It 
did  not  follow,  they  observed,  that  such  desertent 
would,  in  all,  or  even  most  cases,  retire  into  the 
eonmry ;  tbey  might,  on  the  contrary,  go  on  board 
an  Amerieaa  vessel  which  might  put  immediately 
to  sea,  where  our  flag  would  itfoteet  them ;  tu< 
awA  desertions  DMght  also  take  fUaee  in  a  neu- 
tral port,  and  be  attended  with  like  cod  sequences. 
Tbey  were,  therefore,  desirous  that  we  should 
stipulate  that  a  law  should  be  passed  bjr  the  Con- 
gress, ^to  be  of  course  reciprocal,)  which  shooM 
make  it  penal  for  the  commanders  of  AoKrican 
vessels  to  lake  deserters  from  those  of  Great  Brit* 
ain  under  such  circumstances,  tbey  being  British 
subjects,  and  likewise  to  make  it  the  duty  of  our 
Government  to  restore  ibem  on  their  arrival  in  the 
United  States,  on  suitable  application,  and  due 
proof  being  made  of  tbeir  persons.  We  agreed 
10  provide  a  remedy  for  this  presumptive  evil. 
Their  then  observed  that  the  term  "  deeerleis"  was 
too  limited,  according  to  their  law,  to  oompce- 
hesd  those  who  might  leave  their  m'erefaant  vee- 
aela  j  that  it  would  apidy  only  to  suoh  as  left  their 
ahipa  of  war;  they,  therefore,  propoaed  that  we 
should  enkrge  its  import  by  addi^  .the  followr 
ing  terms,  *'  seafaring  people  quitting  their  sev- 
vic^"  to  which  we  atso  agreed )  taking  eiu«i  how- 
ever, by  confising  iheir  operation  always  to  the 
case  of  real  desertion  from  soma  vesMl,  not  to 

£ive  them  a  greater  range  in  the  sense  of  our 
iw  than  we  Iwd  at  first  intended.  To  our  origp- 
ikal  project,  thus  amended,  the  British  Commis- 
sioners seemed  to  give  their  assent;  they  agreed 
expressly  to  propose  an  artiele  to  the  Cabinet  to 
that  effect;  from  which  cireomstanee,  and  from 
what  had  previously  occurred  in  our  cooferenees, 
we  were  led  to  conclude  that  tbey  would  also  sup- 
port it.  To  give  the  Cabinet  full  time  for  d«lib(»- 
aiion  on  the  subject,  our  next  meeting  was  post- 
poned to  so  distant  a  day  as  to  admit  it.  We  ue 
sorry  to  add,  that  the  result  of  that  deliberation 
was  a  rejection  of  the  projeet,  and,  with  it,  an  end 
to  all  hope  of  obtaining  at  this  lime,  in  its  stead, 
any  satisfactory  stipulation  by  treaty  respecting 
inmresaments. 

Oar  ittxt  interview  had  been  appoinled  to  talie 
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place  on  the  Sth  initant.  On  the  preceding  day 
we  received  a  note  from  the  Britiih  CommisioQ- 
ers,  with  a  report  from  a  law  officer  of  the  Crown, 
which  seemed  to  be  communicated  to  prepare  us 
for  what  ther  had  to  aononnce  more  formally  the 
next  day.  The  report  of  the  Grown  officer  bad 
been  made  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  from  them, 
on  what  ground  Qreat  Britain  claimed  a  right  to 
take  by  force  her  seamen  from  on  board  the  mer- 
chant vessels  of  other  Powers  on  the  fai^h  aeas. 
The  report  justified  the  pretension  by  etatmg  that 
the  King  bad  a  right,  by  his  prerogatire,  to  re- 
quire the  service  of  alt  his  seafaring  subjects 
against  the  enemy,  and  to  seize  tbem  by  force 
wherever  found,  not  being  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  another  Power;  that  as  the  high  seas 
Were  eztra-ierriiorial,  the  merchant  vessels  of 
«ther  Powers  navigating  on  them  were  not  ad- 
mitted to  possess  such  a  jurisdictiun  as  to  protect 
British  subjects  from  the  exercise  of  ihe  King's 
prerogative  over  them.  We  wrredesired  to  eon- 
aider  the  eommanication  as  a  private  one,  ai  least 
in  that  stage.  At  oar  meeting  the  next  day,  the 
British  Commissitmers  stated  explicitly,  but  in  a 
very  conciliating  manner,  that  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  adopt  an  article  in  the  spirit  of  our  pro- 
ject; that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  had  been  con- 
sulted on  the  subject,  as  had  also  been  the  Crown 
officers  in  Doctors*  Commons,  who  united  all, 
without  eiceptioo,  in  the  opinion  that  the  right 
of  their  Gtoveroment,  in  the  case  in  question,  was 
well  founded,  and  ought  not  to  be  relinquished; 
they  added  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the 
relinquish  meat  of  it  was  a  measure  which  the 
Government  could  not  adopt,  without  taking  on 
itself  a  responsibility  which  no  ministry  would 
he  willing  to  meet,  however  pressing  the  emer- 
gency might  be.  Tbe^  preMnfed  to  us  at  the 
same  time  a  eoanter-project,  which  they  intinuted 
they  did  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  their 
Qovernment.  It  was  proposed  by  this  that  laws 
should  be  passed  by  the  parties,  respectively, 
whereby  it  should  b«  made  penal  for  the  com- 
manders of  British  vessela  to  impress^  American 
citizens  on  btnrd  American  vessels  on  the  high 
seas,  and  for  the  officers  of  the  United  States  to 
grant  certificates  of  citizenship  to  British  subjects. 
The  n^tiation  being  thus  brought,  as  it  were, 
to  an  issue  on  this  very  important  point,  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  whole  subject  was  necessarily  re- 
sumed at  considerable  length,  and  with  great  earn- 
estness. We  maintained,  with  all  the  force  in 
our  power,  the  right  of  our  Qovernment,  on  the 
principle  and  to  the  extent  we  had  dose  before, 
and  denied  as  strenuously  the  pretension  advaneea 
by  Cheat  Britain ;  their  eoanier-projeet  we  de- 
clared was  utterly  inadmissible,  aa  its  adoption, 
so  hr  from  securing  the  just  rights  of  the  United 
States,  and  remedying  the  evils  of  which  tbe^ 
complained,  would  prove  an  abandonment  of  their 
rights,  and  a  sanction,  in  a  considerable  degree  at 
least,  to  future  injuries.  The  British  Commis- 
sioners, after  supporting  with  great  force,  but  with 
«indor,  the  claim  of  their  C&vernment,  assured 
us  that  it  was  willing  to  do  anything  in  its  power 
to  satisfy  the  United  States  oa  uif  groond  of 


their  eomplaiats,  which  mi^^t  be  done  without  a 
relinquishment  of  their  claim."  This  iuterview 
terminated  in  the  appointment  of  another  to  tdn 
place  on  the  7th,  when  it  was  agreed  th*t  the  sub* 
jeet  should  be  definitively  disposed  of,  and,  in  the 
interim,  that  each  party  should  revolve ic  in  mind, 
to  see  if  it  might  w  poasiUe  to  saggest  some 
plan  which  should  prove  equally  sattmetoty  to 
both. 

We  met  on  the  7th,  according  to  appointment 
and,  having  repeated  what  we  Lad  said  before  of 
their  counter-project,  which  we  deemed  alto- 
gether inadmissible,  and  having  also  stated  that 
we  could  adopt  none  which  did  not  allow  oar 
ships  to  protect  their  crews^  or  suggest  anyae- 
commodatiou  other  than  what  we  bad  already 
proposed  as  an  inducement  to  their  Qovernment 
to  admit  the  principle,  and  it  appearing  ibatno 
change  had  taken  place  in  their  instrnetions.  ve 
came  at  length  to  toe  main  question,  (that  much 
bad,  in  truth,  been  the  great  object  <n  the  meet- 
ing,) what  was  next  to  be  done  under  exudng 
circumstances?  Sboold  the  n^rotiation  ccskI 
The  British  Commissioners  exiHressed  an  eameit 
desire  that  it  should  not.   We  bad  repeatedly 
stated,  that  unless  this  interest  was  provided  m 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  it  would  be  useless  to 
touch  the  other  points,  since  a  continuance  of  the 
same  abuses  on  their  part  would  render  of  no  ef- 
fect any  arrangement,  however  eligible,  which 
mi^bt  be  made  of  them.   They  intimated  that 
their  Qovernment  gave  at  present  no  cause  of  of- 
fence to  the  United  States  by  impressments,  and 
that  we  might  be  satisfied  it  would  continaeto 
pursue  the  same  policy;  that  it  might  be  better 
that  neither  party  should  abandon  its  r^hts, 
and  that  eaeh  should  endeaTor  to  act,  in  respect 
to  the  injuries  complained  of  by  ihe  ethoj  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  future  compUiBtL 
They  thought  that,  with  such  a  dispositicm  <n 
both  sides,  seconded  by  a  correspondent  ezer- 
tioD,  which  they  assured  us  existed,  and  wotdd 
be  made  on  their  part,  it  was  likuy  that  the 
interest  of  eaeh  country  would  be  pweed  oa  t 
footing  equally  secure  for  temporary  parposca, 
and  much  more  so  in  respect  to  a  permaDest  good 
understanding,  than  it  coutd  be  for  either,  by  a 
treaty,  which  should  even  stipulate  for  it  the  oIk 
ject  which  it  sought.   We  desired  thena  to  com- 
municate to  us,  by  note,  the  ideas  which  they  bad 
thus  expressed,  which  the^  readily  undertotA  by 
proceeding  to  give  a  sketch  of  them  at  the  ttow, 
and  evidently  throwing  a  disposition  to  aiakc  it  as 
acceptable  to  us  as  ther  could  do  eonsistently 
with  the  principles  of  taeir  Qovernment.  We 
adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  12ih  imut, 
without  having  come  lo  any  positive  dccmMi 
to  the  part  which  it  became  us  to  take  in  tke  del- 
icate conjuncture  in  whkh  we  were  placed.  Vf* 
did  not  fail,  however,  in  showing  our  regret  that 
no  suitable  provision  had  been  nude  for  tbe  very 
importantqoestion  which  bad  been  so  long  oBdei 
consideration,  to  express  onr  sincere  desire  to 
pursue  that  conrse  in  respeot  to  tbe  other  objects 
of  the  negotiatioo  which  oar  duty,  under  exiatiag 
oirenmatanee^  would  permit,  aiul  which  migk 
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be  most  likely  tr  promote  a  good  understanding 
betireen  the  two  couniries. 

Oq  the  9tii  iastaat  we  received  from  the  Britisb 
CommissioDers  the  DOte  which  they  bad  promised 
us  ia  the  last  interview,  which  we  have  found  to 
correspond  in  all  respects  with  what  we  have  been 
taught  to  expect.   We  have  also  weighed,  with 
due  coDsideratioa,  the  great  question  which  Is 
propoanded  by  it,  and  ate  decidedly  (if  opiDion 
A*l  it  is  our  duly  to  proceed  to  the  other  objects 
<d  the  negotiation,  leariog  that  of  impressment 
OB  the  ground  on  which  it  will  be  placed  by  this 
note,  and  our  acting  on  it.   Many  strong  reasons 
hvor  this  course,  while  none  occur  to  us  of  any 
iraght  against  it.    When  we  take  into  view  all 
that  bar pasiied  on  this  subject,  we  are  far  from 
considering  the  note  of  the  British  Commission- 
ers as  a  mere  circumstance  of  form.   We  per- 
suade ffurselves,  that  by  accepting  the  invitation 
which  it  gives,  and'  proceeding  in  the  negotiation, 
ve  shall  place  the  business  almost,  if  not  alto- 
gether, 00  as  good  a  footing  as  wu  should  have 
done  by  treaty,  bad  the  project  which  we  offered 
them  biiien  adopted.   The  time  at  which  this  note 
was  presented  to  us,  and  the  circumstances  under 
whica  it  was  presentedj  being  when  the  uegotia- 
tion  was  absolutely  at  a  stand  on  this  very  ques- 
tioD,and  ve  had  informed  the  British  Commis- 
sioners that  we  could  do  nothing  if  it  was  not 
provided  for,  give  the  act  a  peculiar  degree  of 
KHemnity  and  obligation.  It  was  sent  to  us  as  a 
ifcblic  paper,  and  intended  that  we  should  so  con- 
sider it,  and  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation 
of  the  Cabinet.   It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  held  as 
obliptory  on  the  Government,  in  its  just  import, 
u  if  the  substance  had  been  stipulated  in  a  treaty. 
It  IS  just,  also,  to  give  it  a  liberal  construction  in 
favor  of  the  United  Slates,  in  considering  that  it 
is  the  act  of  the  British  Qovernment.   In  that 
rienrit  merits  attention;  that  everything  is  ex- 
pessed  in  it  that  could  be  desired,  except  the  re- 
linquishment of  the  pciociple ;  that  in  speaking  of 
lapretsmeots,  the  exercise  of  that  act  on  the  high 
was  is  sot  mentioned,  an  omission  which  we 
uow  to  hare  been  intentional.  From  a  fall  view 
of  all  these  ciroumstances,  we  tbink  it  fair  to  in  fer 
that  this  Qorernoient  intends  to  eoDform  its  con- 
duct in  future  to  the  just  claims  of  the  United 
States  on  this  great  interest,  while,  by  particular 
motives  of  policy,  it  deems  it  improper  to  relin- 
qaish  a  claim,  especially  at  this  time,  which  has 
been  long  sustained  and  acted  on  by  it,  and  which 
bas  been  heretofore  strongly  supported  by  the 
national  feeling,  or  more  properly  speaking,  pre- 
judice :  for  we  cannot  believe  that  the  interest  of 
the  nation  b  in  favor  of  it,  more  especiaHy  if  the 
project  which  we  proposed  should  be  adopted,  or 
correspondent  regulatioas  entered  into,  to  produce 
the  same  effect,  by  friendly  co-operation  between 
the  two  Qoveruments.   We  are,  therefore,  of 
opiaioQ,  if  the  negotiation  had  contemplated  an 
arrangement  of  thii  point  slone,  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  close  the  business  amicably,  on  the 
ground  on  which  it  is  thus  placed,  rather  than  to 
break  it  off  abruptly,  and  take  an  unfriendly  atti- 
tude^ from  which  no  advanta^  could  pouibly 


arise  in  any  one  respect,  and  much  injury  might, 
and  most  probably  would,  for  a  time  at  least,  even 
to  this  very  interest.  How  much  stronger,  then, 
is  the  obligation  to  proceed,  when  the  other  ob-. 
jects  of  the  negotiation  are  taken  also  into  view, 
all  of  which  it  is  highly  interesting  to  arrange, 
aud  several  of  which,  of  the  first  importance,  it  is, 
as  we  believe,  in  our  power  to  arrange  ?  We  are 
aware  that  our  instructions  im|»se  on  us  the  ne- 
cessity of  proTiding  satisfactorily  for  this  ^rett 
interest,  M  one  oi  the  conditions  on  which  a 
treaty  shall  be  fbrmed  ;^  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  fair  object  of  .that  instruction  will  not  be  satis- 
fied by  the  arrangement  thus  made.  The  pro- 
hibitioD  not  to  conclude  a  treaty,  otherwise  tnaa 
on  the  condition  adverted  to,  is  fairly  to  be  under> 
stood  as  applicable  to  a  refusal,  on  the  part  of  this 
Government,  to  arrange  the  business  on  just  prin- 
ciples, and  an  adherence  by  it  to  its  fortner  im- 
proper and  offensive  conduct,  which  it  is  well 
Known  is  not  the  case.  Impelled  by  these  con- 
siderations and  motives,  we  fhall  go  forward  in 
the  negotiation,  and  use  our  best  efforts  to  place 
the  other  points  on  the  most  advantageous  footing 
that  may  be  practicable.  We  are  the  more  con- 
firmed in  this  resolution  from  the  consideration 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  do  it  without  exposing 
our  GoTernment  or  country  to  any  the  slightest 
inconvenience.  It  is  known  to  the  British  Com- 
missioners that  in  proceeding,  under  existing 
circumstances,  we  shall  do  it  on  our  own  respon- 
sibility; a  responsibility,  however,  which  we  ua- 
dertalie  in  full  confidence  that  our  conduct  and 
the  motives  of  it  will  be  approved. 

We  shall  meet  the  British  Commissioners  to- 
morrow to  proceed  in  the  negotiation,  which  we 
are  persuaded  it  will  not  require  any  considera- 
ble length  of  time  to  conclude.  All  the  other 
topics  have  been  heretofore  brought  into  view 
and  discussed,  but  without  any  intention  in  that 
stage,  on  either  side,  to  push  a  definitive  settle- 
ment of  them.  So  much,  however,  has  been  said 
on  each  by  the  British  Commissioners,  as  to  en- 
able us,  as  we  presume,  to  form  a  tolerably  correcit 
estimate  of  what  may  be  obtained  on  sereral, 
especially  those  of  the  greatest  importance.  In 
respect  to  the  trade  with  enemies'  colonies^  thef 
have  repeatedly  told  us,  that  on  condition  we 
would  land  the  cargoes  in  the  United  States, 
store  them  for  a  month,  and  change  the  ship,  they 
would  agree  that  the  trade  might  be  free  after- 
wards in  the  productions  of  those  colonies  to  other 
countries,  including  the  parent  country  of  the 
colony.  We  have  refused  to  comply  with  the 
condition  in  respect  to  the  storing  of  goods  for  a 
month,  and  changing  the  ship.  Some  arrange- 
ment more  advantageous  to  us  than  their  proposi- 
tion wilt,  we  have  no  doubt,  be  obtained.  The 
({uestion  of  blockade,  and  others  coauecled.  with  - 
it,  may,  we  think,  be  satisfactorily  arranged. 
They  will  agree  also  to  acknowledge  our  jurisdit^ 
tioB  to  the  extent  of  a  league  from  our  coast }  we 
hare  claimed  that  acknowledgmeot  to  the  extent 
of  three  leagues.  The  trade  with  India  they  will 
put  on  the  footing  it  held  under  the  Treaty  of 
1794.  That  with  the  West  Indies  must,  we  (wt, 
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teat  on  the  groand  of  the  most  favoivd  nation 
only.  Something,  think,  may  also  be  done  in 
ftror  of  an  intereounie  with  the  British  ProTiaces 
to  the  north  of  u«.  But  oar  claim  to  an  indem- 
nity has  heen  mnch  discouraged,  though  we  hare 
nerer  eeased  to  press  it  with  great  zeal.  We  shall 
eoQtinoe  to  use  oor  best  endeavors  to  place  all 
these  great  concerns  on  the  most  just  and  adran- 
tageous  ground  in  our  power,  and  shall  hasten  to 
eommuDieate  to  you  the  result,  with  the  greatest 
possible  despatch,  as  soon  as  the  businen  is  con- 
cluded. ' 

We  bare  been  cautious  not  to  comprorait  our- 
eeWea  with  respect  lo  the  law  which  was  passed 
the  last  session  of  the  Congress,  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  certain  British  maaufactDres  into 
the  United  States  after  the  15ih  of  this  month, 
either  with  this  Qovernment  or  individuals.  We 
think  it  our  duty,  however,  to  observe,  that  our 
opinion  of  the  propriety  of  suspending  that  law 
remains  tinehanged.  as  it  was  eommanicated  to 
you  in  our  letter  of  September  the  lUh.  Indeed, 
the  nniforra  conciliating  disposition  of  this  Gov- 
ernment has  strengthened  ns  in  that  opinion. 

Of  the  state  of  the  war  on  the  Continent,  the 
gazettes  which  accompany  this  will  (tive  you  all 
Ihe  iaformaiion  which  we  possess.  Of  the  ulti- 
mate views  of  Prttssfa,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, we  know  tiotbing.  So  far^  she  has  fol- 
lowed the  example  and  participated  in  the  fortune 
of  Austria,  as  exhibited  in  the  last  campaign; 
and  so  far  has  Austria  imitated  hers  of  the  same 
epoch,  by  viewitig  with  an  apparent  iudifference 
events  which  menace  the  overthrow  of  both. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Tonr  most  obedient  servants, 

JAS.  MONROE, 
WM.  PINKNEY. 


Holland  House,  November  3, 1806. 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  and  Pleaipoten- 
liaries  hare  the  honor  to  represent  to  the  Com- 
missioners and  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  United 
Stata: 

That  the  project  of  an  article  on  the  subject 
of  impressing  seamen,  together  with  the  reason- 
ings by  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
States  hare  urged  the  expediency  of  an  arrange- 
ment on  that  sQbject,  has  been  laid  before  His 
Muesty's  Ctovemment  and  has  been  considered 
imh  the  same  friendly  and  conciliatory  disposi- 
tion which  has  marked  every  step  of  the  nego- 

That  His  Majesty's  Government  has  not  felt 
Itself  prepared  to  disctaim  or  derogate  from  a 
right  which  has  ever  been  aniformly  and  gene- 
rally maiotained.  and  in  the  exercise  of  which 
'the  security  of  the  British  navy  may  be  essentially 
involved ;  more  especially  in  a  coojunetnre  when 
His  Majesty  is  engaged  in  wars  which  enforce 
the  necessity  of  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  the 

Eeservation  and  supply  of  the  naval  force  of  his 
Qgdom. 

That  His  Majesty's  Ch>vemment,  animated  by 
an  caimst  dcdre  to  remove  every  canse  of  dnsmt- 


OmU  Strain. 


isfiietion.  has  directed  His  Majesty^  Commission- 
erstogiire  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  to  Mr.  Pinlniey 
the  most  positive  assurances  that  instnierioaa 
have  been  given,  and  shall  be  repeated  and  rn- 
forced,  for  the  observance  of  the  greatest  camion 
in  the  impressing  of  British  5eamen;  and  that 
the  strictest  care  shall  be  taken  to  preserve  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  from  any  molesta- 
tion or  injury;  and  that  immediate  and  prompt 
redress  shall  be  afforded  upon  any  representation 
of  injury  sustained  by  them. 

That  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
well  know  that  no  recent  cati^  of  complaiDt 
have  occurred,  and  that  no  probable  ioconveoi- 
ence  can  result  from  the  postponement  of  an 
article  subject  to  no  many  difficulties.  Still,  that 
His  Majesty's  Commissioners  are  instmcted  to 
entertain  the  discussion  of  any  plan  tha^canbe 
devised  to  secure  the  interests  of  both  States, 
without  any  injury  to  rights  to  whicli  they  are 
respectively  attached. 

That,  in  the  mean  time,  the  desire  of  promotioc 
a  right  conclusion  of  the  proposed  treaty,  and  n* 
drawing  closer  the  ties  of  connexion  between  the 
two  countries,  induces  His  Majesty'^  Commis- 
sioners to  express  their  readiness  to  proceed  lo  the 
completion  of  the  other  articles,  in  the  confident 
hope  that  the  result  cannot  fail  to  cnltivate  and 
confirm  the  good  understanding  happily  subsisting 
between  the  high  contracting  parties,  and  sQU 
further  to  augment  the  mutual  prosperity  of  His  j 
Majesty's  snbjects  and  of  the  citizens  <^  the 
United  States. 

VASSAL  HOLLAND.  i 
AUCKLAND.  ! 
To  JiHEa  Monroe,  Esq.  and 
William  Pinknsv,  Esq. 

PBOJBCT. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  Tcssels  of  either  party 
becomioff  a  sanctuary  at  yea  for  deserters  from 
the  vessels  of  the  other  party,  it  is  expressly  slitRi- 
lated  by  the  high  coatractiog  parties  that  tney 
will  respectively  enact  laws  whereby  it  shall  be 
made  penal  for  the  commanders  or  masters  of  the 
vessels  of  either  of  the  parties,  who  may  happea 
to  be  in  the  ports  of  some  third  Power,  or  in  the 
ports  of  one  of  the  parties,  with  the  vessels  of  the 
other  party,  to  receive  on  board  and  carry  to  aea 
(knowing  them  to  be  such)  the  sailors  belongiag 
to  and  deserting  from  such  vessels.  It  is  fartbei 
agreed,  whenever  the  vessels  having  on  board  the 
saiFors  who  may  have  so  deserteo  in  a  ncmni  ' 
port  shall  arrive  at  any  port  of  the  party  to  which 
they  belong,  that  such  party  shall  cause  such  de- 
serters 10  Ik  delivered  op,  on  proper  appltcatiOB. 
supported  by  lawful  evidence,  lo  the  agent  w 
consul  of  the  other  party,  who  may  be  <hily  aa- 
thorized  by  bis  Government  to  act  in  such  eas«& 

COtTNTBB-PHOJBCT. 

Whereas,  when  the  one  nation  is  at  war  and 
the  other  at  peace,  it  is  not  lawful  for  the  brilig* 
erent  to  impress  or  carry  off  from  on  board  the 
Tcmls  of  the  nevtral  seafiwiog  persons,  who  are 
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the  Mtire  subjecte  of  the  seutnl,  or  others  who 
are  not  the  subjects  of  the  belligerent ;  and  where- 
u,  from  the  similaritv  of  Uo^aage  and  appear- 
ance, it  may  be  difficult  to  disunguish  the  lubjectn 
of  tiu  two  States,  the  high  coatracting  parties 
agree,  that  for  the  greater  security  of  the  neutral 
thef  will  enact  such  laws  respeetirely  as  shall 
aabiect  to  heavy  penalties  the  comuanders  of  tbr 
belfigerent  shipa  who  shall  impress  or  earry  off 
the  native  subjects  of  the  oemrel,  or  others,  not 
being  the  subjects  of  the  belligerent,  from  oo 
boaia  the  neutral  vessels,  on  any  pretence  what- 
aver.  And  they  further  agree  to  ennet  lawi^  re- 
metively}  making  it  highQr  peul  in  the  sabneta 
«  the  neutral  to  grant  any  certificates  of  the  birth 
auad  eooatrjr  of  seafarii^  penona,  wtthont  dae 
eTidesee  and  proof  of  the  same. 

Mr.  MsdisoD,  Secretary  of  Stale,  to  Messrs.  Monroe 
and  Plnkney,  Ministers  Extraovdinarr  and  fla^po- 
tentury  of  the  Unlled  8tatai  in  London. 

DirAKTHENT  OP  StaTB, 

November  28, 1806. 
Quti^hen:  Your  despatch  of  the  11th  of 
September  has  been  duly  received.  Although 
tke  tenor  of  the  discussions  which  it  recites  does 
not  exhibit  oo  the  part  of  the  British  Coramia- 
sionetB  the  readiness  in  yielding  to  the  justice  of 
our  claims  and  to  the  energy  of  your  statemenu 
which  might  be  wished,  yet  the  general  spirit  of 
«oneiliatioa  with  which  they  profess,  and  appear 
to  have  met  you,  cherishes  a  hope  that  further 
«iphi»tioo8  OQ  your  part,  and  refleetioo  on  theirs, 
will  have  brought  tM  negotiation  to  a  favorable 
nsolt.   Iq  this  hope,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
amicable  views  ana  maDoer  in  which  a  suspension 
of  the  non<importatioD  act  is  pressed,  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  hesitated  in  bis  deter minatioo  to 
recommend  the  measure  to  Congress,  whose  ses- 
sion will  commence  oo  Monday  next.   This  will 
be  doap,  not  in  his  first  general  Message,  which 
has  been  already  put  into  its  final  form,  but  in  a 
Message  appropriated  to  the  subject,  which  will 
follow  as  soon  as  the  course  of  business  will  con- 
Teaieatly  admit. 

Id  your  communication  of  this  compliaac^  so 
lai  as  depeuds  on  the  President,  with  the  object 
of  the  British  Commissioners,  seconded  by  your 
Kcommendaiion,  you  will  not  &il  to  let  it  be  an- 
^ntood,  as  a  proof  of  hie  earnest  desire  to  smooth 
the  way  to  a  nappy  adjustment  of  all  differences 
tetween  the  two  nations,  and  to  make  every  sac- 
rifice for  the  purpose  which  may  be  reconcilable 
with  that  consisiencr  and  just  policy  in  the  na- 
tional prooeediogs  which  cannot  be  abandooed. 

This  letter,  with  another  to  Mr.  Monroe,  will 
h%  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mcrry^  who,  in  cob-  ' 
sequence  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Erskiue,  is  now  on 
his  retnrn.   I  have  made  him  acquainted  with  ' 
the  ^eral  posture  of  your  negotiations,  end  with  ' 
the  intention  of  the  President  to  reeommend  to  ' 
Congress  the  proposed  so^ension  of  the  prolubi-  ' 
«ory  act. 
I  hare  the  honor  to'  be,  dbo. 

JAMES  MADISON.  1 


Mr.  Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mean  Momoa 
and  Pinkney,  Ministers  Eztraordinaiy  and  PtMlp^ 
tentiary  of  the  Unfted  States  in  LmdMi. 

Bbpartheht  op  Statb, 
December  3, 1806. 
Gehtlehen  :  The  President  having  this  daj 

complied  with  (he  recommendation  in  your  letter 
of  September  11,  by  a  special  Message  to  Con.- 
gress  on  the  subject  of  the  non-itpponatton  act  of 
the  last  session,  I  lose  not  a  moment  in  forward- 
ing to  Mr.  Merry's  care  the  enclosed  copy,  hojK 
ing  that  it  will  either  find  him  still  at  Alexandria, 
or  overtake  him  before  the  vessel  gets  out  of 
reaeh.  I  remain,  dbe. 

JAM£:S  MADISON. 
Ueaars,  Memoi  and  Pinxkbt,  Affowten^^ 

Mr.  HadiMm,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Messrs.  Monro* 
and  Piakaey,  .Ministers  Eztiaordinair  and  Flen^a- 
tentisiy  of  the  United  States  in  London. 

DnPABTHBHT  OP  StaTB, 

Z^ecem^er  6, 1806. 

GENTLEUBN:.The  detention  of  the  Leonidas 
enables  me  to  enclose  a  ei^y  of  the  bill  suspend- 
ing the  ooo-importatioD  act  of  the  last  session,  as 
it  was  passed  by  the  House  of  Re|Kes^tattT«a 
this  day,  with  oalv  five  dissenting  voices. 

In  the  object,  toe  House  is  supposed  to  hnve 
beeo  unanimous,  the  diflerenee  oi  opinion  being 
produced  by  a  disagreement  abont  the  time  t» 
which  the  anspenaion  ahoatd  be  United.  As  tba 
bill  passed  witb  unusual  celerity,  it  is  not  iapn)b<- 
able  that  the  suspension  may  be  farther  ezteadad 
by  the  Senate,  especially  as  a  proposal  to  inipand 
till  the  30th  December  next,  was  lost  by  a  ma- 
jority of  sixty  to  forty  in  the  House. 

Enclosed  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  documenta 
referred  tp  in  the  President's  Message,  reepectinx 
the  approaches  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  Orleans 
Territory,  and  a  few  printed  copies  of  the  special 
Message,  recommending  a  suspension  of  the  non- 
importation law.   I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  dee. 

JAMKS  MADISON. 

Mcasra.  Monbde  and  Pikknbt,  itftnutov,  ^ 


Mr.  Madison  to  Messrs.  Monroe  ukd  Pinkney. 

Dbpartment  of  State, 
December  20, 1806. 
Oentlbhbn  :  You  will  hare  seen  by  my  letter 
of  the  6(b,  which  went  by  sundry  other  convey- 
ances, that  the  bill  suspending  the  non-importa- 
tion act  had  passed  the  House  of  Representatires. 
I  now  enclose  it  in  the  form  of  a  law,  with  ao 
amendment  providing  for  a  further  suspension  by 
the  Execotire,  in  case  the  state  of  things  betweea 
the  two  countries  should  require  it.   In  the  Seit- 
ate  the  vole  for  the  bill  was  uaaoimous.   I  add  a 
cootinuatioo  of  the  newspapers,  and  refer  to  then 
for  the  current  information  of  a  pnblia  nature. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Messrs.  Mohbob  and  Pimkmbt,  jtftmii^err,  ^ 
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,  No.  7. 

Mr.  Montoe  and  Mr  Pinknejr  to  Mr.  Madiwrn. 

LoNDO.^,  Dec.  27, 1806. 

Sie:  We  hare  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  yoo 
that  we  have  this  day  agreed  with  the  British 
CommissioDera  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  ell  the 
points  which  hare  formed  the  object  of  our  oego* 
tiation,  and  on  terms  which  we  trust  oar  Govern- 
ment  will  approTe.  It  will  require  only  a  few 
days  to  rednce  it  to  form.  When  that  is  done, 
we  shall  transmit  it  to  you  by  a  special  messen- 
ger. We  hasten  to  communicate  to  yon  this  in- 
teresting intelligence  for  the  information  and  gui- 
dance of  our  &3TerDmeat  in  such  meaiares  as 
may  hare  reference  to  the  subject. 

We  hare  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  consider- 
ation and  esteem,  sir,  your  most  obedient  serranis, 
JAS.  MONROE, 
WM.  PINKNEY. 

Jambs  MAnieoH,  (Secretary  of  State.^ 


No.& 

Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  January  3, 1807. 

Sib:  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  yon  a 
treaty  which  we  concluded  with  the  British  Com- 
•ionen  on  the  31st  of  December.  Although  we 
lud  ralertained  great  confidence  from  the  com- 
meDcement  of  the  negotiation  that  &ucb  would 
be  Its  remit,  it  was  not  until  the  S7ih  that  we 
were  able  to  mate  any  satisfactory  arraogemeiit 
of  sererat  of  the  most  important  points  that  were 
involved  in  it.  On  the  next  day  we  communi- 
cated to  yon  that  event  by  several  despatches, 
three  of  which  were  forwarded  by  vessels  from 
Liver^ol,  so  that  we  hope  you  will  receive  very 
early  intelligence  of  it.  We  commit  this,  witK 
the  treat;;,  to  Mr.  Purviance,  who,  we  flatter  our- 
selves, will  have  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  in 
time  to  deliver  it  to  yon  before  the  adjournment 
of  Congress. 

The  necessity  we  feel  ourselves  under  to  for- 
ward to  you  the  treaty  without  delay  will,  we 
fear,  render  it  impossible  for  us  to  enter  so  fully 
into  the  subject  of  it  as  on  many  considerations 
it  might  be  proper  to  do.  We  are  aware  that 
such  instruments  must  be  construed  by  an  impar- 
tkl  view  of  their  contents,  uninfluenced  by  ex- 
traneous matter.  A  knowledge,  however,  of  the 
sense  in  which  the  several  articles  of  a  treaty  were 
understood  by  the  parties  to  it  may  in  most  cases 
be  useful.  It  is  also  just  to  remark,  that  some 
circumstances  occurred  in  the  coarse  of  ibis  nego- 
tiation, which,  although  they  do  not  appear  on 
the  face  of  the  instrument  itseir,  yet,  as  they  may 
have  no  inconsiderable  influence  on  the  future 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  it  is  peculiarly  im- 
portant to  explain.  We  shall  endeavor  to  give 
such  explanations  where  they  may  he  necessary, 
in  the  best  manner  that  may  be  found  compatible 
with  the  despatch  which  the  occasion  so  impe- 
ritHisly  requires,  and,  we  fatter  ourselves,  without 
omitting  BDythine  on  any  point  that  may  be 
deemed  of  essential  Importaoee. 


The  first  article  of  the  present  treaty,  wblcK 
stipulates  that  peace  shall  subsist  between  the 
parlies,  is  taken  from  that  of  1794.  and  is  found 
in  most  of  the  modern  treaties. 

The  second  article  confirms  those  of  a  perma- 
nent nature  in  the  Treaty  of  1794.  The  British 
Commissioners  were  very  desirous  to  iotrodaee 
the  permanent  articles  of  that  treaty,  in  the  form 
of  new  stipulations,  into  the  present  one.  They 
insisted,  with  great  earnestness,  that  that  article 
which  relates  to  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  admit  the  traders 
Canada  and  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  to  parti- 
cipate with  us  in  that  trade  with  the  tribes  in 
Loaisiana.  They  seemed  lo  admit  that,  by  a  fair 
construction  of  the  article,  they  conld  not  support 
such  a  claim,  but  contended  that  it  was  jasiified 
by  its  spirit.  Their  solicitude  on  this  point,  which 
they  bad  supposed  was  an  unimporunt  one  to  the 
United  Slates,  created  some  embarrassment  and 
delay  in  the  business.  They  intimated  that  it 
proceeded  from  a  desire  to  conciliate  the  public 
opinion-  in  this  country  in  favor  of  the  treaty, 
which  became  necessary  in  consequence  of  the 
concessions  which  they  thought  thev  made  us  on 
other  points.  As  we  were  decidedly  of  opinioB 
that  the  article  in  the  Treaty  of  1794  could  not 
apply  to  territory  afterwards  acquired,  and  could 
see  Bothing  in  its  spirit  which  eniiiled  it  to  sneh 
an  extension,  and  more  especially  as  oar  iostnie- 
tioni  contemplated  a  different  result,  it  was  im- 
possible for  us  to  adopt  their  proposal.  They 
finally  agreed,  therefore,  though  not  without  evi- 
dent reluctance,  to  the  article  in  its  present  form. 

We  regret  to  say  that  the  third  article.  whi<^ 
regulates  our  trade  with  tbe  British  posstessioas 
in  India,  which,  with  one  essential  and  most  tm* 
favorable  diflference,  is  the  same  with  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  tbe  Treaty  of  1794,  is  not  what 
we  had  been  led  to  hope  it  would  be  practicaUe 
to  make  it.  Aware  of  the  importance  attached 
to  this  commerce  in  America,  we  have  used  tbe 
most  zealous  and  persevering  e&rts,  not  only  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  new  restraints  upon 
it,  but  even  to  emancipate  it  from  some  of  those 
which  the  Treaty  of  1794  had  disiinctljr  sanc- 
tioned. The  India  Company  have,  howerer, 
been  less  aecommodatiog  than  was  at  first  ex- 
pected, and  hence  the  rejection  of  all  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  us,  one  of  which  sought  to 
omit  entirely,  and  (when  that  was  refnwd)  to 
modify  the  proviso  copied  from  tbe  Treaty  of 
1794,  that  our  voyages  from  the  British  posse*- 
sioQs  should  be  direct  to  the  United  States.  This 
amendment,  to  both  its  sha^wa,  was  repelled  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  convince  us  that  nothtog 
would  be  gained  by  continuing  to  press  it;  and 
we  gave  it  up  at  length  with  great  reluctanee- 
In  this  stage  of  the  business,  the  British  Commis- 
sioners insisted  upon  an  amendment  on  their  part, 
by  which  our  voyages  to  British  India  were  re- 
quired to  be  direct  Irom  the  United  States.  This 
nnezpected  amewlment  was  proposed  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  India  Company,  after  the  pro^eet  of 
the  British  Commissioners  (which,  with  relerence 
to  this  subject,  was  a  literal  copy  of  thethirteeotb 
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ulfele  of  the  Treftijr  of  1794)  had  oot  onl]r  be«Q 
premited  to  os,  bat  fully  discussed,  and,  as  we 
opdentood,  seitled.  The  real  iQtentioa  and  office 
or  it  were  said  by  Lord  Holland  and  Xiord  Auck- 
laod  to  be  no  mote  than  to  make  the  article  speak 
uequivocally  what  was  the  true  meaaing  of  the 
article  in  the  late  treaty.  We  replied  to  tois,  that 
the  article  is  the  late  treaty  was  not  susceptible 
of  this  limited  eonttructioa ;  thai  Its  obrious  im- 
port was^tbat  only^  the  voya^  from  India  should 
be  dtieet  >  that  this  had  Iwea  solemnly  a4j<id^ 
by  their  ova  eonits  of  law;  and  that  thejpraetioe 
Md  beeiL  and  still  continned  to  be  so.  We  were 
•oswerea  by  the  production  of  a  paper,  purport- 
ing to  be  a  report  of that,  in  their  opinion, 
an  American  ressel  was  not  entitled  to  a  clear- 
ance from  a  port  in  Great  Britaiu  to  Calcutta, 
under  the  Treaty  of  1794.  We  were  told,  more- 
orer,  that  Lord  Qrenville,  when  he  made  the 
treaty,  the  India  Company  when  it  sanctioned, 
and  the  British  Qorernment  when  it  ratified  it, 
did  not  mean  to  authorize  any  other  than  direct 
Toyaffes,  oatward  as  weU  as  homeward,  between 
the  United  States  and  their  Indian  possessions; 
a&d  that  if  the  treaty  was  liable  to  another  con- 
struction, it  arose  from  mere  inadvertence  in  ad- 
jastiog  the  pbiaseol<^y ;  but  that,  in  truth,  it  was 
Bot  a  fair  and  natural  iDterpretalion  of  words 
which  authorized  a  commeroe  between  two  de- 
fined limits;  that  a  commence  betveeo  one  of 
these  limits  and  some  third  place  was  intended  to 
be  allowed,  althoueb  not  a  vord  was  said  about 
it  in  the  article.  Haring  given  the  obvious  an- 
swer to  these  sugfestioDs,  we  urged  as  long  and 
SI  zealously  is  was  thought  advisable  the  incon- 
Teniencea  to  which  our  trade  with  India  would  be 
subjected  by  prohibiting  any  of  the  modes  in 
which  it  wras  prosecuted,  as  well  as  the  unfriendly 
appearance  of  the  new  restriction,  for  whieli  there 
ezuied  no  adequate  motive.  We  spoke  of  the 
sensibility  which  would  be  excited  in  our  country 
by  snch  ao  ill-timed  and  ungracious  interference, 
the  interests  which  it  would  affect,  and  the  pas- 
sioQs  which  it  would  enlist  against  ibe  entire 
imiy  i  to  all  which  it  was  flaally  anawered,  that 
the  India  Company  could  not  oe  prevailed  upon 
to  relax  apon  this  point;  that,  moreover,  jt  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten  that  this  was  a  trade  from 
which  their  own  subjects  were  ordinarily  ex- 
cluded, in  favor  of  thecompauy's  monopoly;  that 
this  monopoly,  as  a  losing  concern,  seemed  at  preh- 
eat to  require  peculiar  proteciion;  that  our  ad- 
mission into  British  India  at  all  was  a  boon  for 
which  we  did  not  and  could  not  give  any  equiva- 
lent; and,  of  course,  that  we  could  not  justly 
complain  if  that  admission  was  somewhat  quali- 
fied^ with  a  view  to  the  mitigation  of  the  evils  by 
which  it  was  undoubtedly  attended,  and  which  it 
was  Bot  possible  wholly  to  prevent,  especially  if 
we  were  oot  placed  upon  a  more  disadvantageous 
footing  in  that  respect  ibao  other  friendly  Powers; 
which  was  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that  we 
were  anqoestionably  admitted  by  the  article,  as 
they  proposed  to  amend  it,  upoa  much  better  terms 
than  any  other  nation,  inasmuch  as  our  commerce 
(exdttsiTe  oif  the  advaoiage  of  being  sceuied  by 


treaty)  would  be  subject  only  to  British  duties; 
whereas  the  Danes  and  Swedes  paid  alien  duties 
to  a  considerable  amount,  without  enjoying  any 
privilege  (whatever  might  be  said  to  the  contrary) 
to  which  we  were  not  equally  entitled.  We  were 
at  last  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  accepting  the 
article  with  the  obnoxious  amendment,  rendered 
less  obnoxious,  perhaps,  by  the  clause  relative  to 
the  most  favored  nation ;  or  making  a  treaty  with- 
out any  article  upon  the  subject,  which  would 
have  the  same,  and  probably  worse  effects ;  or  of 
making  no  treaty  at  all.   We  preferred  the  first. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  articles  relate  the  Uade 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  poa- 
sessions  in  Europe.  By  these  we  are  persuaded 
that  much  greater  satisfaction  will  be  given  to 
our  Gorernmeat  and  country  than  in  the  prece- 
ding one.  The  first  three  clauses  of  the  filth  ar-. 
tide,  which  place  the  vessels  and  merchandise  of 
each  country  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  in  respect 
to  duties  and  prohibitiops,  on  tbe  footing  of  the 
most  favored  nation,  are  taken  from  the  Treaty 
1794.  To  these  we  are  not  aware  that  any  well 
founded  objection  was  ever  made.  But  the  sub- 
sequent clauses  give  a  new  character  to  this  in- 
tercoarse.  The  right  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment reeerved,  by  the  Treaty  of  1794,  to  impose  a 
tonnage  duty  on  American  vessels  9q;a»i  to  the 
duty  which  was  payable  on  British  vessels  in  the 
United  States,  is,  by  the  first  of  these  clauses, 
nude  reciprocal,  tinder  that  reterratioo,  or  rath- 
er, as  we  presume,  OQ  the  pretext  of  it,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  had  actually  imposed  a  tonnage 
duty  00  American  vessels  of  six  shillings  and 
five  pence  sterling  per  too,  being  almost  three 
limes  the  amount  of  the  duty  which  was  paya- 
ble on  British  vessels  in  the  United  States.  And 
as  the  United  States  had  expressly  stipulated  not 
to  raise  the  duty  ou  British  vessels  higher  tUao  it 
then  w&i,  it  Was  out  of  their  power,  without  a 
palpable  violation  of  that  stipulation^  to  counter- 
vail the  duty  imposed  by  Great  Britain  on  Amer- 
ican vessris.  But  by  making  the  reservation  re- 
ciprocal,  the  United  States  have  an  unquestionsr 
ble  right  to  raise  the  duty  on  British  ressels  to 
the  same  level,  wherever  that  may  be.  And  by 
confining  the  reciprocity  strictly  to  the  principle 
of  national  equality,  that  is,  an  equality  of  ton- 
nage duties  which  shall  be  payable  on  the  vessels 
of  each  party  in  tbe  ports  of  the  other,  a  right  is 
reserved  to  each  to  give  what  preference  it  thinks 
fit,  within  that  limit,  to  its  own  vessels  and  peo- 

fde.  At  present,  such  prefereace  is  given  by  our 
aw  to  the  amount  of  forty-four  cents  per  too, 
which  is  not  only  protected  by  this  clause  against 
any  countervailing  measure,  other  than  by  les- 
sening the  duty,  but  tbe  right  is  secured  to  increase 
it  in  the  degree  above  stated.  By  this  we  do  not 
wish  to  imply  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  take 
all  tbe  advantage  of  this  circumEtance  which 
tbe  article  admits  of.  The  presamption  is,  that 
the  British  Government  will,  in  case  the  treaty 
is  ratified,  repeat  the  additional  duty  on  Ameri- 
cao  Teasels,  which  will  leave  them  cbaq^,  in 
common  with  their  own  and  those  of  every  other 
aalfen,  with  the  inm  of  four  shillings  and  five 
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peace  per  too.  Should  our  GorerntneDt  think 
proper  to  raise  the  duty  on  British  vessels  to  the 
same  point,  it  may,  perhaps,  be  advisable  not  to 
increase  the  present  discrimiaatioD.  The  laat 
clause  of  this  article,  which  stipolales  that  the 
vame  duties  of  ezportatioD  and  importation  shall 
be  paid  oo  all  goods  aod  merchandise,  and  that 
cbe  same  drawMcky  and  bounties  shall  hie  allowed 
tn  both  countries,  whether  the  same  be  in  British 
or  American  vessels,  will,  it  is  also  hoped,  be 
found  of  very  essential  advantage  to  the  United 
fitfttes.  The  right  which  Great  Britaio  bad  re- 
served by  the  Treaty  of  1791,  to  countervail  the 
diftrence  of  duty  payable  in  the  United  States 
on  Asiatic  goods,  when  imported  in  British  or 
American  vessels,  had  been  productive  of  very 
serious  injury.  The  duties  which  had  been  im- 
posed by  the  British  Government  on  American 
productions,  on  that  principle,  were  so  high,  mak- 
ing in  most  eases  a  difference  of  —  shillings 

Ser  ton  in  favor  of  British  vessels,  that  it  toust 
eve  been  impossible  in  peace  for  our  navigation 
to  have  borne  it.  The  evil  was  the  greater,  be- 
cause the  species  of  commercial  warfare  in  which 
jt  engaged  us,  in  consideration  of  the  compara- 
tive value  and  balk  of  the  articles  subjeet  to  it  in 
each  connlry,  would  be  its  effect.  By  this  clause 
it  is  presumed  that  the  evil  will  be  eom[rfetely 
done  away^  while  we  flatter  oonelTec  that  the 
stipulaiion  in  fevor  of  drawbacks  and  bounties, 
without  exposing  us  to  any  ineonTeoience,  will 
be  productive  of  aome  advantage. 

ft  is  proper  to  remark  that  we  did  not  omit  to 
propose  an  arrangement  on  the  subject  of  export 
duues,  hy  which  the  United  States  should  at 
least  be  placed,  in  that  respect,  upon  the  footing 
of  all  other  nation?.  The  discrimination  to  our 
prejudice  in  the  British  duties  on  exportation, 
which  took  their  rise  in  the  convoy  duty  of  the 
last  war,  has  undoubtedly  an  unkind  and  an  op- 
pressive effect.  This  discrimination  is  found  m 
the  43  Geo.  Ill,  ch.  68,  a  permanent  act,  (which 
repealed  the  then  existing  duties,  and  substituted 
otbers,)  and  in  the  43  Geo.  Ill,  eh.  70,  which  im< 
poaes  additional  duties  during  the  present  war. 
Takiag  the  war  duty  and  the  pernmnent  duty 
togeUier,  the  consomers  in  the  United  States  of 
oertain  British  manufactures  (for  the  doties  in 
question  apply  only  to  British  manufactures, and 
not  to  all  of  them,  British  corn,  yarn,  and  manu- 
factures, and  some  other  articles,  being  excepted) 
pay  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  more 
than  the  consumer  in  Europe,  or  within  the 
Straits,  pays  on  the  same  goods. 

The  oaly  mode  in  which  it  could  be  supposed 
to  be  possible  that'  this  unpleasant  distinction 
eould  be  removed  was.  by  applying  to  the  sub- 
ject the  rule  of  the  most  favored  nation.  Great 
Britain  was  not  likely,  in  her  present  situation,  to 
•tJpaUte  ugamst  all  export  duties,  or  even  to 
agree  to  a  maximum.  Neither  was  die  likely, 
by  considering  the  actual  duties  aa  originally, 
and  even  now,  convoy  duties,  and  thereTore,  in 
their  principle  applicable  only  to  the  navigation 
which  her  oonroys  protect,  to  relieve  from  them 
wholly,  or  in  pnr^  audi  mmhandbe  as  ehovid  be 


carried  to  our  eoaeiry  in  American  vesseU,  and 
leave  them  to  oppress  her  own  tonnage,  thus  d*- 
fering  a  bounty  in  favor  of  American  ships  against 
her  own.  The  role  of  the  most  iavored  naiioa 
was,  therefore,  finally  suggested  with  n  hope  that 
it  would  meet  with  no  ohjeotton.  It  was,  bow- 
ever,  perseveringly  t^ipoaed.  We  were  told  ikK 
the  single  effect  of  such  u  arran^ment  wo^ 
be  to  compel  Great  Britain  to  raise  the  azport 
duties  against  other  countries,  not  to  red  nee  them 
as  to  us;  and  that  this  would  be  of  no  advantage 
to  the  United  States,  but  might  be  a  serious  «■»- 
barrassment  to  Great  Britain.  It  was  org:«d,  oa 
oor  part,  that,  if  Great  Britain  could  not  give  up 
entirely  the  excess  of  export  duty  now  jtaid  hy 
us,  it  did  not  follow  that  it  might  not  be  fairly 
distritmted  among  the  consumers  of  h«-  mer- 
chandise in  every  part  of  the  world,  so  as  stiil  ce 
produce  the  same  revenue,  with  more  regard  lo 
justice ;  that,  as  her  best  customers,  we  had  a 
right  to  be  placed  upon  at  least  an  equal  footing 
with  other  natioas,  aod  to  complain  if  we  were 
rather  distinguished  by  the  peculiar  burdens  whiek 
she  undertook  to  impose  upon  us;  that  the  di>- 
erimtiAtion  against  us,  upon  the  notion  that  the 
dnty  had  reference  to  convoy^wasafallaey,  sioee 
we,  who  paid  the  duty,  derived  no  beaefit  fiiMB 
the  convoy,  which  was  professed  to  be  the  con- 
sideration of  it ;  aod  sinee  the  proleecion  of  Aat 
own  trade,  in  their  own  navigation,  being  a  gca- 
eral  and  national  concern,  thm  was  no  sonal 
reason  why  the  relative  expense  of  partienlar 
convoys  should  be  allowed  to  suf^est  the  relative 
measure  of  the  doties  which  were  to  supply  the 
means  of  affording  them.  They  replied  to  the 
idea  of  distributing  the  amount  of  the  discrimi- 
nation among  all  the  consumers  of  their  mer- 
chandise, by  referring  us  to  the  present  state  of 
Europe.  They  reminded  us  that  their  own  eol- 
onies  in  America  paid  the  same  export  duty  tiMt 
was  paid  by  us,  and  repeated  that,  as  it  was  only 
the  discrimioation  between  the  United  States 
and  Europe  of  which  we  could  not  demand  1« 
have  any  part  of  the  duty,  a^inst  which  we 
have  any  right  to  complain,  withdrawn  fVomv, 
and  we  could  gain  nothing  by  forcing  this  eon- 
try  to  add  tp  the  burdens  of  others  already  over- 
whelmed and  impoverished  by  the  calamities  of 
war.  We  were  obliged,  though  very  reluciaMly, 
to  abandon  this  object. 

The  sixth  article  relates  to  the  commerce  with 
the  West  Indies,  which  ft  was  found  fmpoesible 
to  arrange  in  a  satisfactory  maooer.  There  were 
many  serious  obstacles  to  an  agreement  on  this 
point,  some  of  which  seemed  to  be  peeuliariy 
applicable  to  the  present  time.  The  British 
West  India  merchants  bad,  at  an  early  stage,  rep- 
resented that,  by  the  trade  which  our  citixeas 
enjoyed  with  the  colonies  of  their  enemies,  we 
had  so  completely  stocked  the  markets  of  the 
Continent  with  West  India  productions  as  to 
shut  those  markets  on  them.  Tb«y  bad  reoHM- 
streted  earnestly  against  any  armngeraent  of  chat 
point  which  should  sanction,  in  any  d^pee,  ow 
trade  with  those  colonies.  This  qvoiioB  had 
taken  deep  hold  of  the  minds  of  a  graat  propor- 
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(ioD  of  this  commuffitr,  ama&g  wbom  may  be 
daaed  QOt  these  io  toe  nMrcaotile  line  only, 
who  were  iatmediatttly  eagaged  io  the  trade,  bot 
Ik*  whole  commereial  iotercst,  aad  nwDf  in 
ether  eireles  of  great  considecatioB  in  the  coan- 
dy.  Of  this  faet  wffieienl  proof  was  foraished 
If  the  debate  whii^  took  place,  in  the  last  ses- 
Hoa  of  Parltamenl,  on  the  bill  for  regulatiog  the 
iBiereoarse  betweea  the  UDiied  Statee  and  the 
West  ladies.  The  British  Commissioners  seemed 
to  hare  taken  from  that  debate,  more  espeeialijr 
from  the  sapport  which  their  opponents  appa- 
noUf  reeeivnl  from  the  pvblie,  a  very  stroog  ad- 
■wnitioD  not  to  touch  the  subject  by  treaty  at 
this  time.  They  were  apprehcDAire  that  aoy 
reguUUoD  of  this  trade,  however  ftiir  it  might 
be,  wbiefa  should  accompaoy  their  sanction  of 
tkst  with  the  colonies  of  tbeir  enemies,  would 
-predaee  the  worst  «&ct  with  alt  parties,  and  en- 
dsDger  aoy  treaty  wbioh  might  be  furmed.  They 
were,  tkeKfore,  deurous  of  postponiog  the  sub- 
ject for  the  present ;  to  which  we  agreed.  In 
the  stipulation  whieh  prorided  -for  the  poetpene- 
aent,  we  haTb  as  yon  will  pecctiTe,in  eonform- 
tly  with  onr  intuuslions,  reserved  the  right  to 
ear  Qorerniaent  to  eouoteraot  any  rcgulatioM 
hf  whkh  the  British  GoTerameot  may  exolude 
01  from  a  ftir  participation  in  that  commerce. 
While  the  war  lasts,  we  shall  enjoy  it,  io  a  cer- 
tsio  degree,  by  the  consent  of  the  Britiah  Gov- 
ernment, by  necessity ;  and  the  reservation  can- 
Bot  fail  to  be  considered  by  it  as  a  powerful  weapon 
of  defence,  to  be  used  wnen  oceaeiop  calls  for  it. 
It  mast  be  seen  that  it  will  be  impossible  for  the 
Congress  to  prohibit  an  ioterconrse  between  the 
Uoited  States  and  the  West  Indies  io  Britiah 
vessel^  withoat  producing  a  very  serious  effect 
OB  their  whole  navigation  and  commereial  inter- 
cut. We  flatter  ounelvee,  therefore,  that  it  may 
be  foand  practicable,  and  perhaps  not  diffieult,  to 
armge  this  bosiness  hereafter  to  the  saUBiacUon 
of  hmn  countries. 

The  aeveoth  article  relates  to  the  appointment 
of  Cmtsnh  by  each  party  in  the  territories  and 
poru  of  the  other.  It  was  takra  frorathe  Treaty 
of  1784. 

The  eighth  article,  which  specifies  the  causes 
wbbh  reseeU  may  be  captured  or  detained, 
iaduduig  among  them  the  oircnmstaace  of  their 
kaviDg  eoemies'  property  on  board,  is  (except  the 
kai  clause)  a  uranscript  of  the  seveDteenth  arti- 
cle of  the  Treaty  of  1794.  .  The  stipulation  ooo- 
taiaed  in  that  clause  (that  the  parties  shall  be 
■Uowed  adequBte  damages  and  charges  of  the 
trill  in  all  eases  of  unfounded  deientioo  or  other 
cwtnveotion  of  the  regulations  of  the  present 
treaty)  will,  ive  presume,  produce  the  salutary 
^ect  contemplued  by  it.  There  perhans*  no 
prlneifde  in  the  maritime  pretensions  of  this 
country  whieh  has  been  more  abused  in  practice 
than  that  which  this  provision  is  intended  to 
remedy.  That  damages  should  be  allowed  Id  all 
Meh  cues  is,  it  is  une,  a  doctrine  recognised  by 
the  Court  of  Admiralty.  It  caonott  however,  be 
doubted  that,  by  providing  for  them  io  the  treaty, 
the  obligation  to  allow  then  will  aeqnire  greuer 


foreewiih  the  Court. and  even  the  Governments 
itself,  while  it  cannot  fail  to  give  a  useful  admo- 
nition  to  the  cruisers. 

The  nioth  artiole  regulates  what  shall  be 
deemed  contraband  of  war. 

Ton  will  observe  that  tar  and  turpentine,  ex- 
cept when  destined  to.  a  place  of  naval  equip- 
ment, are  not  oomprttod  to  the  list,  and  that  pro- 
visions are  altogaher  omitted.  We  endeavored 
10  exclude  fvom  it  naval  stores,  but  without  effect. 
We  succeeded,  however,  in  exemptiog  the  vessel 
on  the  return  voyage,  eiier  depositing  her  cargo 
at  the  port  of  her  destination,  from  being  de- 
tained on  the  pretense  that  it  consisted  of  con- 
tra band  articles. 

The  provision  in  the  tenth  article,  relative 
vessels  sailing  without  knowledge  of  a  blockade, 
is  somewhat  altered  from  the  .Treaty  of  1794. 
The  precise  effect  of  the  chaoge  cannot,  perhaps, 
be  pronounced  with  certainty;  but  it  seems  tooe 
clear  that  it  caimot  be  otherwise  than  advanta- 
geous. The  alterations  consist  in  the  introdue- 
tion  into  the  preamble  of  "the  distance  and  other 
cireumstaoees  incident  to  the  situation  of  the  con- 
tracting panics,"  and  of  the  word  "  such"  into 
the  proviuon  which  follows.  The  first  amend- 
ment appears  lo  justify  an  inference  that,  on  ac- 
count of  the  peculiar  circumstances,  local  and 
relative,  thus  recited  as  the  reasons  why,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  coatractiag  parties,  "it  may  fre- 
quently happen  that  vessels  may  sail  for  a  port  or 
pkiee  without  knowing  that  it  »  besieged,  block- 
aded, or  invested."  Our  vesselit  ought  not  to  be 
liable  to  be  judicially  affected  with  knowledge  of 
a  blockade,  so  as  to  subject  them  to  penalty  by 
the  evideuee  usually  held  to  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose.  Sir  William  Scott  decided,  in  1790, 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  distance  of  the  United 
States  from  Europe,  we  were  entitled  to  a  more 
favomble  rule,  tn  that  respect,  than  other  coun- 
tries ;  and  onr  article  may  be  fairly  considered  as 
adopting  that  idea,  and  acting  upon  ii.  On^te 
foondatioa  of  the  single  fact  of  distance.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Seott  jnat^ed  a  conjectural  destination  from 
America  to  Amsterdam,  although  the  blockade  Of 
that  port  had  been  notified ;  and  the  jftrties  con- 
cerned were  proved  to  have  known  of  the  com- 
meneeinent  oi  it.  The  article,  as  it  sow  stands, 
seems  neeesaarily  to  imply,  at  least,  the  same  in- 
dulgence; and,  ifit  does,  it  certainly  goes  further 
than  Sir  William  Scott's  opinion,  which  does  not 
admit  that  an  iiH|0iry  can  be  made  of  the  block- 
ading force,  as  our  article  unquestionably  does,  io 
the  eases  to  which  it  applies.  It  does  not  appear 
to  be  unreasonable  to  bold  that,  a  peculiar  motive 
being  now  assigned  in  the  preamble  for  the  pro- 
vision whieh  it  introduces,  a  correspondent  pecu- 
liar eflbet  is  contemplated  by  that  povision  j  and 
no  such  effect  eaa  follow  from  it,  if  it  be  not  that 
(as  our  distance  makes  it  impoesible  "that  we 
should  -have  coiwtant  informauon  of  the  state  of 
the  blockade,  whether  it  cootinoee  or  is  relaxed,) 
the  mere  notification  of  the  blockade,  or  even  the  ^ 
kntnrledge  that  the  blockade  has  been  ctwamenced 
de  facta,  shall  not  be  sufficient  to  make  the  desti- 
natioit  ulegal;  bnt  that,  notwithstanding  such 
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notifioatioD  or  knowledge,  we  sbftll  receive  wara- 
iDg  at  the  port  or  place  blockaded.  The  words, 
"without  knowiDg  that  the  same  is  either  be- 
sieged, blockaded,  or  invested,"  will  admit  of  this 
ioterpretration,  sioce,  by  reason  of  oai  distance,  it 
may,  in  our  case,  be  truly  said  (and  has,  la  aub- 
stBDce,  been  judicially  said)  to  be  one  thing  to 
know  that  a  blockade  has  been  notified  or  insti- 
tuted, and  another  that  it  continues.  We  endeav- 
ored, without  success,  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
British  Commisiioners  to  the  article  proposed  in 
your  project  They  would  only  agree,  as  you 
will  perceive,  to  take  its  preamble,  and  ingraft  it 
vpon  the  article  of  1791,  obserTiog  that  this  would 
gire  to  that  article  a  new  and  more  favorable, 
^hough  certainly  an  undefined,  character;  and 
that,  at  a  moment  when  their  maritime  efforts,  in 
this  mode  of  hostility,  might  more  than  ever  be- 
come indispetisable  to  the  national  safety,  it  was 
imposaible  to  do  more.  We  pressed  them  lon^ 
and  earnestly  to  connect  with  the  clause  a  defiai- 
tfoD  blockade,  to  which,  in  the  early  stag«s  of 
our  negotiation,  it  was  believed  there  would  be  no 
objection.  We  found  them,  however,  decidedly 
averse  to  such  a  definition  by  treaty,  notwithstand- 
ing the  precedent  afforded  by  Lord  St.  Helen's 
convention  with  Russia.  They  maintained  that 
the  British  doctrine  was  already  as  explicit  upon 
this  point  as  any  definition  could  make  it;  that  it 
was  difficult,  if  not  impracticable,  to  agree  upon 
one  which  should  be  at  the  same  time  accurate 
and  complete ;  that  the  clause,  in  its  present  form, 
would  do  much  towards  the  accomplisbraent  of 
our  object;  and  that  what  remained  it  would  be 
in  their  power,  as  it  certainly  wu  in  their  incli> 
aatioD,  to  supply  as  efieetuallyas  in  the  treaty  it- 
self, by  taking  occasion  to  stale,  in  a  letter  wbicb 
it  was  intended  should  be  delivered  to  tu,  oa  their 
part,  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  ifae  treaty,  in 
which  you  will  bereafiernnd  explained  the  theory 
nd^  practice  of  the  British  Qovecoment  on  this 
subject. 

This  reasoning  was  in  no  degree  satisfactory, 
end  it  was  resisted  accordingly,  but  without  effect. 
The  proposed  substitute  for  a  definition  by  treaty 
might  he*bf  some  value,  and  was  not  therefore 
opposed;  but  it  was  obrious  that  it  would  be 
greatly  impaired,  if  not  wholly  destroyed,  by  the 
nature  of  the  letter  of  which  we  bad  received  a 
full  explanation,  and  in  whieh  the  suggested  slate- 
meat  was  to  be  inserted. 

The  eleventh  artiole  regolatea  the  (freat  ques- 
tion of  onr  commerce  with  enemies'  colonies,  the 
intenmption  of  which  was  one  of  the  principal 
eanses  of  the  late  disagreement  between  the  two 
countries.  We  trust  that  the  compromise  which 
has  been  made  on  this  point  will  be  advantageous 
to  oar  commercial  interest,  and  satisfactory  to  our 
Ooveratnent.  The  British  Commissioners  were 
very  desirous  of  burdening  this  intercourse  with 
severe  restrictions,  to  place,  as  they  did  not  hesi- 
tate 10  stale,  their  own  merchants  on  an  ettual 
^  fooling  in  the  great  markets  of  the  Continent 
with  those  of  the  United  States.  With  that  view, 
and  to  settle  all  questions  concerning  the  continu 
ity  of  the  voyage,  they  proposed  that  all  artielss 


of  Wast  India  produce  sbonld  ba  stored  in 
United  States  for  the  (erm  of  one  month,  be  iraas- 
norted  thence  to  BnrcFpe  in  another  ship  from  thtt 
in  which  they  were  brought,  and  be  likewise  snb- 

jected  to  a  duty  of  at  least  Sow  percent,  on  re-ex- 
portation. They  finally  agreed,  however,  to  rdii<- 
quish  ail  these  pretensions,  except  the  landing  of 
the  goods  in  the  United  Smtes,  and  the  paymctt 
(by  which  is  understood  the  securing  of  (he  pay- 
ment in  the  mode  prescribed  by  onr  law)  of  one 
per  cent,  on  such  European  articles  as  may  be 
carried  from  thence  to  tbe  colonies ;  and  of  two 
per  cent,  on  such  West  India  productions  as  may 
be  carried  to  Eurt^  including  the  parent  and 
every  olber  country.  We  are  persuaded  tiuitthii 
arrangement  will  be  attended  with  less  incoavfr- 
nience  to  the  parties  than  the  other  restrwtiots 
above-mentioned,  or  either  of  them.  Thestoruf 
of  tbe  goods,  especially  for  a  mmth,  seemed  tnbe 
peculiarly  objectionable,  as  it  would  bavesatgeel- 
ed  us  to  a  seriona  injury,  witbovt  being  attended 
with  anr  circumstances  to  alleviate  the  regret 
inseparable  from  it.  We  flatter  ourselves  that 
the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid  will  not  be  felt  as  a 
heavy  one  by  our  merchants,  whose  patriotism 
will  be  gratified  by  the  recollection,  that  tbe  doty 
which  (hey  pay  will  redound  lo  tbe  advantage  of 
their  country.  By  the  compromise  which  is 
made,  the  practical  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of 
each  party  is  forborne,  m  the  manner  slated  and 
for  the  term  specified,  while  the  rights  themsdrei 
are  reserved.  The  stipulation  being  in  tbe  form 
of  a  concession  on  the  part  of  Oreat  Britain,  is 
intended  to  mitigate  her  principle  where  it  appliss, 
but  in  no  respect  to  enlaijge  the  sphere  of  its  ope- 
ratioo.  No  judicial  decision  of  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty in  this  country  has  hitherto  extended  the 
British  principle  to  enemies'  colonies  in  the  Bast 
Indies,  and  it  is  understood  that  it  does  not  apply 
to  the  greater  part,  if  to  any  of  them.  Somecases 
are  depending  before  it  from  tbe  Vice  Admiiahv 
Courts  of  Halifax  and  Colombo,  which  will 
bring  tbe  point  into  qaestioo.  ShouM  the  opia- 
I  ion  of  the  Court  be,  that  the  principle  is  applica- 
ble to  the  colony  to  which  the  cause  relates,  tbea 
the  party  will  have  the  ad  vantage  of  tbe  provision 
contained  in  this  article;  shoald  it,  on  tbe  con- 
trary, decide  that  it  does  not  apply  to  such  coiony, 
then  the  trade  between  it  and  the  parent  country 
will  be  free.  This  view  of  tbe  subject  was  enter- 
tained equally  by  the  British  Commissioners  and 
ourselves,  and  is  that,  as  they  asaura  us^  which 
ihe  Court  of  Admiralty  will  adopt  in  its  decis- 
ions. We  endeavored  to  exempt  this  bra  neb  of 
the  trade  with  enemies*  colonies  from  the  opara- 
tion  of  the  British  fvioctple.  but  that  was  found 
to  be  impraetieable.  We  flatter  ourselves  that 
the  arrangement  made  reacting  it  will  oe  deem- 
ed the  next  most  eligible  one  chat  could  have  been 
adopted,  and  that  it  will  produce  in  pmcue^ 
in  a  great  measure,  if  not  altogether,  the  anme 
efiect. 

Tbe  twelfth  article  establishes  the  maritime 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  to  the  distance 
of  five  marine  tnites  from  th«r  coast,  in  favor  of 
their  own  vessels  and  the  nnumed  vessels  of  all 
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other  Powers  wbajnay  aoknowledge  the  same 
limit.  This  GtordrnmeDt  coateoded  that  three 
■oariae  mites  was  the  greatest  extent  to  which  tbe 
pretemtioD  couM  be  carried  by  tbe  law  of  nations, 
and  resisted,  at  the  iastauee  of  the  Adaiiraliy  and 
the  law  officers  of  tbe  CrowD,  in  Doctors'  Com- 
monisthe  concession,  which  was  suppowd  to  be 
made  by  thit  arrangemeotf  with  ; rest  ca^Qes^ 
ness.  The  Ministry  seemed  to  riew  our  claim  in 
the  light  of  aD^noovaiioQ  of  daneeroas  teodeoey, 
whose  admission,  especially  at  the  present  time, 
might  be  deemed  an  act  anworlhy  of  the  Gorern- 
ment.  The  omrages  lately  committed  on  our 
coast,  which  made  some  proTision  of  the  kind  ne- 
oessary  as  a  useful  lesson  to  the  commanders  of 
their  squadrons,  and  a  reparation  for  the  insolts 
offered  to  our  Grovemment,  increased  tbe  difficul- 

9 of  obtaining  aa^  accommodation  whatever, 
he  British  CommissioQers  did  not  fail  tu  repre- 
sent that  which  is  contained  in  this  article,  as  a 
strong  proof  of  a  conciliating  dbposiiion  in  tbeir 
Goveroment  toward  tbe  Government  and  people 
of  the  United  States.  Tbe  limit  established  was 
Bot  so  extensive  as  that  which  we  bad  contended 
for,  and*  expected  to  have  obtained ;  we  persuade 
enrselves,  however,  that  tbe  great  object  which 
was  eoDtnnplated  by  any  arrangement  of  the 
Mibjeet,  wilt  result  from  tbat  which  has  been 
made.  The  article  in  tbe  treaty,  in  connexion 
with  the  causes  whicb  produced  it,  forms  an  in- 
teresting occurrence  in  the  history  of  our  country, 
which  caonot  fail  to  produce  the  most  salutary 
consequences.  It  is  fair  to  presume,  thatthesen- 
ciment  of  respect  which  Great  Britain  has  shown 
1^  this  measure  for  the  United  Stales,  will  be  felt 
and  observed  in  futore  by  her  squadrons  id  their 
eoBduci  OB  our  coast,  and  in  our  bays  and  harbors. 
It  is  equally  fair  to  presume,  that  the  example  of 
eoosideration  which  it  affords  in  their  favor,  by  a 
ttatioD  so  vastly  preponderant  at  sea,  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  other  Powers, 

By  the  thirteenth  article  it  is  agreed,  that  tbe 
inm  for  which  bonds  shall  be  given  by  the  com- 
manders of  privateers,  before  they  receive  their 
commissions,  to  indemnify  those  who  shall  be  in- 
jured by  their  miscondnet,  shall  he  increased  to  a 
greater  amount  than  was  required  by  the  nine- 
teenth article  of  ibe  Treaty  of  1794.  It  is  also 
enjoined  in  strboger  and  more  de6nite  terms  on 
tbe  belligerent,  in  ibis  than  in  the  former  article, 
to  see  that  its  ships  of  war  and  privateers  shall 
observe,  in  a  manner,  the  most  favorable  to  neu- 
trals, tbe  acknowledged  principles  and  rules  of 
the  law  of  nations  In  the  search  of  merchant  ves- 
sels. We  endeavored  to  obtain  an  arrangement 
more  adequate  to  the  object,  and  relinquished  the 


them,  and  as  it  appeared  that  they  had.  in  nib* 
stance,  been  introduced  into  the  treaty  with 
Prance  in  1801,  and  that  an  attempt  on  oor  jmrt 
to  omit  tbem  would  be  thought  unaccammodatiag 
and  captious,  we  agreed  to  tbem. 

Tbe  twenty-seeood  article  cootaihs  a  new  and 
nsefnl  provision  in  fhvorof  the  anfortuoate,  in  the 
ease  of  shipwreck. 

The  twenty-third  article,  after  declaring  that  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  high  contracting  parties 
that  tbe  people  of  their  respective  dominions  shall 
be  on  tbe  footiag  of  the  most  favored  nations, 
stipulates  that,  in  case  either  of  the  parties  shall 
hereafter  grant  any  additional  advantages  in  nav- 
igation or  commerce  to  any  other  nation,  the  citi- 
zens or  Rubjeets  of  the  other  party  shall  fully  par- 
ticipate in  them.  This  article  is  deemed  pecu- 
liarly important  in  many  views,  but  more 
especially  m  its  application  to  tbe  British  posses- 
sions in  tbe  East  Indies.  If  it  can  be  shown  that 
any  peculiar  accommodation  is,  or  shall  be  here- 
after, granted  to  any  other  Powers,  we  become 
entitled  to  it  of  course. 

The  tweniy-fomtb  arUele  engages  that  the 
parties  shall  communicate  to  each  other  the  laws 
which  their  respective  L^slatares  may  enact  fot 
the  abolition  or  limitation  of  the  African  slave 
trade,  and  that  they  will  also  use  tbeir  best  endea- 
vors to  procure  the  co-operation  of  other  Powers 
for  tbe  complete  abolition  of  tbat  trade.   As  this 
engagement  reposes  on  the  basis  of  our  laws,  it 
follows  that  it  does  not  enjoin  any  obligation  un- 
known to  them.   If  it  shonid  be  actea  on  at  aH 
by  oar  GJovernmeirt,  forther  than  by  communicat- 
ing to  this  tbe  laws  of  Congress,  as  is  proposed  in 
tbe  first  article,  tbe  sphere  of  it^  operation  would 
be  a  very  contracted  one  till  the  year  1806.  Af- 
ter tbat  period,  such  a  co-operation,  on  a  more 
entailed  seale,  would  become  a  Constiiutional 
measare  of  the  Government,  and,  as  we  think,  a 
suitable  one.   Mr.  Fox  bad  ttken  great  interest 
in  this  question,  and  it  is  understood  that,  in  sug- 
gesting tbe  idea,  in  the  address  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  tbe  King,  of  obtaining  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  Powers,  the  United  Sj^ates  wen 
held  particularly  in  view.   The  British  Commis- 
sioners proposed  the  article,  and  showed  great 
desire  that  we  should  accede  to  it.   As  this  stip- 
ulation was  not  comiH'ised  within  the  scope  of  our 
instructions,  we  have  thought  it  our  doty  to  ex- 
plain to  you  tbe  cause  to  which  its  admission  into 
the  treaty  is  to  be  attributed. 

The  twenty-fifth  article  was  introduced  for  tbe 
purpose  of  protecting  other  Powers  having  trea- 
ties with  either  party  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  secured  by  them.  _The  stipulation  con- 


parsait  of  it  with  regret.   While  tbe  subject  of  |  tamed  in  our  treaty  with  France  in  1803,  of  cer- 


TiMtation  and  search  was  under  consideration,  the 
Britlah  Commissioaers  assured  os  that  their  Gov- 
ernment would  regulate  it  in  a  satisftietory  man- 
'  scr  to  the  United  States,  by  act  of  Parliament, 
especially  in  respect  to  privateers;  which  assn- 
noce  they  repeated  when  the  treaty  was  signed. 

The  following  articles  to  the  twenty-first,  in- 
elusive,  are  taken  from  the  Treaty  of  1794.  The 
British  Commissioners  showed  a  desire  to  lecaio 


tain  commercial  privileges  in  favor  of  French 
and  Spanish  subjects,  for  a  definite  term,  in 
Lonisiana,  made  such  a  provision  pariieulatiy 
neeessary. 

Tbe  twenty-sixth  article  fixes  the  term  of  the 
ueaty  to  ten  years  from  the  date  of  the  exchange 
of  tbe  ratifications.  ' 

We  are  serry  to  add  that  this  treaty  contains 
no  provision  a^inst  the  iaa^essmeitt  of  our  sea- 
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meo.  Our  deipftteh  of  the  11th  of  Norenba 
eommuDicated  to  you  the  resalt  of  oar  labors  oo 
that  subject,  and  oitr  opioioo,  that,  altbotugh  this 
QoTerameiU  did  Qot  feel  itself  at  liberty  to  relia- 
quiah  formally,  by  treatjr,  its  claim  to  search  our 
merohaut  tresvels  for  British  seameo,  its  practice 
would,  Derertheless,  be  essentially,  if  not  eoi»> 
pletely  abandoned.  That  opinioD  has  beea  since 
ooofiriaed  by  frequent  conferences  on  tbe-subject 
with  the  British  Commissioners,  who  hare  repeat- 
edly assured  ns  that,  in  their  jud^iaeot,  we  were 
made  as  secure  againiit  the  exercise  of  their  pte- 
tfosion  by  the  policy  which  their  Oorernment 
had  adopted  in  regard  to  that  very  delicate  and 
important  question,  as  we  could  bare  been  made 
hy  treaty.  It  is  proper  to  obaerre,  howerer, 
that  the  good  eflfecl  of  this  disposition,  and  of  its 
coBtinuaoee,  may  depend,  iti  a  great  measure,  on 
th«  means  which  may  be  takea  by  the  Congress 
Iwreafter  to  check  desertions  from  the  British  ser- 
Tiee.  If  the  treaty  is  ratified,  and  a  perfectly 
good  understaodio^  produced  by  it  between  the 
twocouDtrie^  it  will  be  easy  for  their  Qorero- 
ments,  by  friendly  communications,  to  stat«  to 
.«ach  other  what  they  respeciirely  desire,  and  in 
that  mode  to  arrange  the  business  as  satisfactorily 
as  it  could  be  done  by  treaty. 

We  regret,  also,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
stating  that  no  prorision  has  been  made  by  the 
treaty  to  indemnify  our  citizens  for  their  losses  by 
the  late  seizures,  and  other  riolatioos  of  ibe  law 
of  oatioDs.  This  object  engaged  ouretteotion  in 
«rery  stage  of  the  negotiation,  and  was  not  aban- 
doned by  the  signature  of  the  treaty.  On  the  day 
it  was  Mgned,  we  stated  in  aplioit  terms  to  the 
British  Commissioners,  that  we  could  not  con- 
clude withoQt  havinj^  a  satisfactory  MBonmee  by 
them  of  the  {Mtrt  their  Qorernmest  intended  to 
take,  eoually  in  regard  to  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
which  had  been  condemned,  and  to  the  suits  that 
were  depending.  The  principle  established  in 
the  correspondence  between  Mr.  King  and  Lord 
Hawkesbury  we  admitted,  should  form  tbe  bound 
of  our  claim  in  respect  to  the  seizures  for  an  im- 
puted illegal  trade,  for  erery  rioUtion  of  which, 
VI  cases  ol  condemnation,  we  expected  a  full  in- 
demnitjr,  and  a  dismission  of  all  the  cauf'es  still 
depending  that  were  protected  by  it.  The  Brit- 
ish Commisaioners  oUecred,  that  it  was  neither 
their  wish  nor  expectation  that  we  should  relin- 
fnish  our  claim;  on  the  contrary,  they  were  will- 
ing we  should  preserve  it :  with  which  view  tbey 
proposed  that  we  should  present  them  a  paper 
oeariog  date  prior  to  the  signature,  which  should 
.make  the  reserratioo  in  such  form  as  we  thought 
best  suited  to  tbe  object.  They  intimated  that, 
incases  of  rested  right,  it  was  not  in  tbe  power 
of  their  Qorernmentto  interfere  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  parties,  and  that  it  would  be  hard  on  the 
Qoreromeot,  and  unpopular  in  the  Ministry,  to 
apply  the  public  money  to  such  a  purpose ;  still, 
they  said  nothing  to  preclude  that  expectation  ; 
on  the  cuQlrary,  they  encouraged  it,  and  were  still 
more  explicit  m  suggesiiag  that  tbe  depending 
eases  would  not  be  unfarorably  adjudged.  They 
•ecmed  desirous  that,  white  we  shoiud  r«aerre 


ovr  claim,  their  OarcraiiMii||^>ald  retain  at^ 
to  pursue  such  ueonrse.oflllduetinHgiid  to 
it  as  might hedietated hae«fter  by  cireumsaaMa 
To  enter  into  an  engagement  in  ftror  of  oar 
claim,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  appeiRd  lo 
them  as  being  likely  to  expose  their  GoveniDCit 
to  the  imputation  of  baring  done  it  bjr  eoetetoo, 
and  to  deprive  it  of  a  claim  to  any  merit  forMuh 
accommodation  as  it  mi^ht,  under  other  circnm- 
stances,  be  disnosed  to  yield.  Shovld  the  circm* 
stances  of  collision  which  had  taken  pliee  be- 
tween the  two  countries  be  done  away,  and  iheit 
commerce  and  friendly  relations  be  re-establitbdi, 
as  they  hoped  was  already  in  a  great  mniuR 
done,  and  would  be  so  completely  By  Ihtt  tioitt, 
their  Government,  they  thought,  would  feel  ilin 
more  at  liberty  to  yield  accommodations  en  in 
topic  than  |n  the  actual  sute.  This  waslheit^ 
stance  of  the  ctnamuaicatioa  made  to  us  <n  All 
subject  by  the  British  Commissioners  before  tbi 
signature  of  the  treaty,  on  which,  and  oor  dedii- 
ing  explicitly  that  we  would  reserre  the  tuht  it 
the  manner  they  lad  proposed,  in  foil  coaodesM 
that  their  Oorernment  would  respect  it,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  Kign  the  treaty.   We  hare  had  ao  ioter- 
Tiew  with  the  British  Commissioners  liocc  die 
signature,  and  were  happy  to  find  that  tbey  btd 
not  forgotten  what  had  passed  between  us  oadui 
occasion.   We  had  asked  the  interview,  ai  *« 
informed  them,  for  tbe  purpose  of  conferring  ot 
this  subject,  and  of  obtainiag  their  sentinieou  ■■ 
so  distinct  a  form  as  to  leave  us  under  no  embu- 
lasemeut  iu  the  communication  it  was  our  dntf 
to.  make  to  you  on  it.  Nothing  passed  in  iw 
interriew  on  thttr  part  to  change  ue  gtoaitd  « 
whwh  the  btuiness  had  been  placed  in  the  former 
one*  They  intimated,  howerer^  that  it  be 
adrintageotts,  and  woiwd  certain  If  be  proper  f« 
us,  ia  the  present  stage,  to  confer  with  Lord  Bov- 
tcK  on  this  subject,  since  any  declaration  fro" 
bim  could  not  fail,  according  to  its  import,  M 
merit  tbe  peculiar  attention  ot  our  (SoverBoieiii- 
We  hare  accordiugly  seen  and  coofencd  wiib 
Lord  Howick  upon  this  topic,  whose  seBtioKiits 
appeared  to  cotrespoDd  strictly  with  tbose  which 
bad  been  delivered  to  tis  by  the  British  Como^ 
sioners.   He  intimaxed,  howerer,  thatit wooUbe 
better  for  us  to  address  the  note  which  shooU 
contain  a  reserratiott  of  our  ri^ts  to  indemn^ 
to  bim  than  to  the  CommissioBcra,  to  which  w 
aaeoied,  as  we  could  not  pereeiTe  that  that  cir 
eumstance  would  make  any  difierence  in  thectw- 
We  are  engaged  in  preparing  this  paper,  whtu 
we  expect  topreseat  to  his  Lordship  in  a  few  dm 
though  wefearitwillnotbe  ready  in  timetomabK 
us  to  ohtain  his  answer  to  it  to  be  forwarded  to  yop 
with  tbiade^teb.  We  shall  not  fail  toeomanu- 
cate  to  you  witboutdelay  whatever  mayoccaroi 
this  subject.   We  think  it  our  duty,  however,  » 
add,  that  we  do  not  wish  our  Government  to  bt 
too  Bonffolae  in  the  expectation  of  a  satisfact«T 
result.  In  the  deliberation  on  this  subject,  iia»T' 
perhaps,  be  better  to  presume  that  such  a  one  nier 
not  be  obtained,  a»  it  is  not  provided  for  ia  tht 
treaty.  The  above  statement  is,neTeriheles8,pw* 
f<E«tiy  corraot,  and  we  beg  you  to  beamed  ibit 
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ve  shall  contiQue  to  exert  our  best  efadeaTon  to 
aeenfv  an  object  which  we  consider  of  so  'mach 
importance.  We  shall  send  you  a  statement  of 
the  cases  of  coademDatton,  and  of  the  causes  still 
dependiagi  which  is  lesa  extensive,  iaboth  riews, 
than  may  hare  been  supposed. 

It  bappeaed,  when  the  negotiatioD  had  reached 
a  Tery  adranced  stage,  that  an  account  was  re- 
ceived here  of  the  decree  of  the  Emperor 
France  at  Berlin,  of  NoTcmber  21,  which  declar- 
ed Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade, and  all  British  manufaeiaresaod  the  produce 
of  British  colonies  lawful  prize.  This  circnm- 
aHinee  produced  a  strong  impression  on  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  was  very  seriously  felt  ini  our 
ooneerns.  It  seemed  probable  for  some  days  that 
it  would  sobjeet  the  neffotiatioB  to  a  long  suspen- 
a{on,iritdiiInoteDtireIrdefe&t  itsobiect.  The 
British  Commissioners  informed  us  that  the  de- 
cree of  the  Government  of  France  bad  opposed 
a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  conelusioa  of  any  trea- 
ty with  us,  before  our  Government  should  be  con- 
sulted on  the  anbjecl,  and  its  answer  obtained  as 
to  the  part  it  might  take  in  regard  to  it;  that  in 
ease  the  United  States  submitted  to  a  violation  of 
their  neutral  rights  by  France  in  the  manner  con- 
templated by  thax  decree,  it  woold  be  impossible 
for  Great  Britain  to  respect  them ;  that  by  con- 
eluding  a  treaty  with  the  United  Stales,by  which 
they  should  not  only  bind  themselves  to  the  ob- 
servance of  such  rights,  but  agree  to  concessions 
or  relaxations  of  what  they  conceive  to  be  their 
unquestionable  rights  of  war,  after  knowing  the 
contents  of  that  decree,  they  might  be  understood 
to  restrain  themselves  from  counteracting  the 

Solicy  (rf  France,  which  it  would  be  improper  to 
o,  unless  our  Government  should  engaee  to  sup- 
port its  rights  against  the  measures  of  France, 
la  consideration  of  these  circumstaoees,  they 
proposed  that  we  should  proceed  in  the  business 
so  far  as  to  agree  on  all  the  articles  of  a  treaty,  to 
reduce  them  to  form,  and  then  transmit  the  in- 
stmment  to  the  United  States,  to  become  oblig- 
atory in  case  our  Government  should  enter  into 
a  aAtisfactory  engagement  of  the  kind  proposed. 

We  rejjlied  in  very  explicit  terms  to  the  British 
Commissioners,  that  tve  considered  their  prupo- 
sition  altogether  inadmissible  on  our  part,  and 
BOt  likely  to  accomplish,  if  we  could  agree  to  it, 
the  object  which  they  contemplated  by  it;  that 
nieh  a  proposition  to  onr  Government,  under  the 
«ireDtn«taaees  attending  it,  woold  amount  in  sub- 
stance to  an  ofier  to  it  of  the  alternative  between 
the  treaty  and  a  war  with  France,  since,  if  onr 
OoTernment  refused  to  give  the  satisfaction  which 
they  desired,  the  treaty  would  be  lost]  and  if  such 
satisfaction  was  given,  and  the  treaty  concluded, 
and  France  should  persist  to  exocnte  her  decree 
according  to  the  construction  given  of  it  here, 
war  seemed  to  be  inevitable;  that  if  it  should 
happen  that  our  Government  should  approve  the 
treaty,  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  it  would 
make  any  sacrifice,  or  stipulate  anything  not  con- ' 
taioed  in  (he  instrument,  especially  so  very  im- 
portant an  act  as  that  alluded  to,  as  the  condition 
tm  which  it  was  to  be  obtained ;  that  the  ar- 


rangement of  onr  dlflferences  and  other  eoneems 
with  Great  Britain  was  an  affirir  which  rested 
on  its  own  ground,  and  had  no  connexion  with 
onr  rriations  with  FntBce;  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  ought  to  suppose  that  the  United 
States  would  not  611,  in  any  ease,  to  support, 
with  becoming  dignity,  their  rights  with  any 
Povrer,  and  that  it  most  be  sensime  that  it  would 
be  more  at  liberty  to  enter  into  suituble  friendly 
explanations  with  the  GK>vernmeBt  of  France  on 
the  subject  of  the  decree  in  question,  after  the 
adjustment  of  their  differences  with  Britain,  than 
while  they  ezi>:ted ;  as  it  likewise  most  be  that 
the  prospect  of  ebtaioiDg  satisfactory  explana- 
tions on  that  point  of  France  woold  be  betto* 
while  they  acted  under  their  own  impulse,  as  as 
independent  and  friendly  Power,  then  k  wouM 
be  in  etfse  they  entered  into  as  ecgagenienl  <tf 
the  kind  proposed  witk  heradveranry.  TheBHt- 
ish  Commissioners  admitted  that  these  eoBsidmh 
tions  were  entitled  to  much  attention ;  at  lenitb, 
however,  after  the  subject  had  been,  as  we  Bad 
reason  to  believe,  maturely  weighed  by  the  Cabi- 
net, they  informed  us  that  their  Qoverament  atill 
thought  it  incumbent  on  h  to  make  a  reserratioa 
of  their  right  to  counteract  the  poticy  of  France^ 
in  ease  our  Government  did  not  give  them  the 
satisfaction  they  desired,  either  atritable  as- 
surances before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  or 
by  its  conduct  aftervmrds.  With  this  view,  tbvf 
presented  us  a  paper,  which  we  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  with  this  despatch.  In  transmitting 
to  you  this  paper,  it  »  oar  duty  to  observe  that 
we  -do  not  consider  onrselves  a  party  to  it,  or  M 
having  given  it  in  any  the  dightest  degree  our 
sanction.  The  incident  wbieh  produced  the  pa^ 
per  was  unexpected  on  our  part,  and,  without 
entering  into  its  meriu,  we  used  our  best  exer- 
tions to  diminish  its  effect  in  relition  to  the  oIk 
jects  of  our  n^thition.  The  British  Conimis- 
sioners  brought  the  incident  into  view,  and  made 
it  the  subject  of  discussion'  in  the  manner  above 
stated,  as  they  did  the  part  which  it  became  their 
Grovernmentio  take  in  the  depending  negotiation 
in  conseqneoce  of  it.  We  therefore  thought,  not 
only  that  we  were  at  liberty,  but  that  it  was  im- 
perioufily  our  duty  to  use  our  best  exertions  to 
make  the  paper  which  they  proposed  to  present 
to  us,  in  reference  to  the  decree  of  France,  as  little 
injurious  as  poseiUe,  and  even  to  vrge  that  de- 
cree as  a  strong  reason  why  Great  Britain  ^oaM 
be  more  explicit  and  satisfortory  in  her  detnitioa 

neutral  rights,  as-welHor  the  purpose  irf  Tin- 
dicating  herself  against  the  strong  denunciatiu 
it  contained,  as  to  enable  our  Government  to 
urge  with  more  force  with  the  Government  «f 
France  Its  objections  to  the  decree.  We  were 
glad  to  find  that  these  remarks  were  not  alto* 
gether  without  elfcet,  as  will  appear  by  the  pa- 
per referred  to,  especially  the  definition  it  gives 
of  a  blockade,  wh^h  is  tolerably  correct. 

Yon  will  observe  that  the  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies,  which 
bound  them  to  (be  East  and  Northj  has  not  beM 
regulated  by  this  treaty.  The  Bniish  Commis- 
siooers  refused  to  agree  to  any  arraagement  ef 
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iiL  in  eoBseqoenes  of  oar  deeliniDj|  to  admit  their 
Guada  aod  Hadsoa  Bay  traders  into  Louisiaoa. 

It  has  oecnrred  to  os,  tbat  it  might  be  adrao- 
tageoos  to  the  United  States,  and  coosistent  wiifa 
the  views  of  oar  Gorwoment,  to  comprise  both 
these  objects,  under  suitable  regul&tioas,  in  a 
aeparate  conveDtion,  especially  if  they  can  be 
made  instrumental  to  a  satisfactory  establishment 
of  oar  boondaries.  We  hare  reason  to  think,  that 
in  the  form  of  a  new  act  in  connexion  with  these 
other  objects,  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  this 
Government  lo  settle  the  questioo  of  boundary, 
according  lo  the  views  of  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate, than  by  ratifying  the  convention  already  en- 
tered into,  with  the  exception  of  the  fifth  article. 
The  &-itish  Commissioners  have  expressed  ihfir 
williogness  to  proceed  in  the  business  for  the  pur- 
pose (u  arranging  all  these  tofdos  in  a  satisfactory 
manoer,  as  Lord  Howick  has  likewise  done }  and 
it  aeems  to  be  highly  important  to  take  advan- 
tage of  this  disposition  to  settle  amicably  with 
this  Government,  at  the  present  time,  every  re- 
maining  cause  of  strife,  so  far  as  it  may  be  prac- 
ticable. Should  we  undertake  to  form  such  a 
convention,  the  comaiercial  part  of  it,  with  re- 
spect to  Louisiana,  as  well  as  the  British  prov- 
inces, will,  of  course,  be  limited  to  the  same  term, 
KOt  to  exceed  tbat  of  the  treaty.  We  shall  also 
be  attentive  to  the  cooditions  on  which  the  traders 
with  the  Indian  tribes  are  to  be  admitted  into 
Louisiana,  by  being  particularly  careful  tbat  it 
be  done  on  such  conditions  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible for  tbem  to  do  any  injury.  We  are  per- 
suaded tbat  such  regulations  might  be  adopted, 
as  would,  even  at  this  time,  have  that  effecu  We 
ate  eoafident  that  our  population  will  have  so  far 
inmd  over  the  whole  surface  of  that  country,  by 
toe  time  the  treaty  would  expire,  as  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  renewing  it. 

We  have  the  honor  to  he,  with  great  considera- 
tioaaad  esteem,  sir,  yovr  most  obedient  servants, 
JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PlTiKNEY. 

James  MADtaoK,  Esq. 


TVeaiy  oj  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation, 
between  Big  Britannic  Majuty  and  the  United 
StateB  of  America. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  being  equally  desirous  to  promote  and 
perpetuate  the  good  uaderstandiDgaod  friendship 
which  happily  subsist  between  the  subjects  of  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  that  purpose  to  regulate  the  com- 
merce and  MVi^^lioa  between  their  respective 
countries,  territories,  and  people,  on  the  basis  of 
reciprocity  and  mutual  cooveoience,  have  re- 
s^ttrelynamed  their  Plenipotentiaries,  and  have 
given  to  them  full  powers  to  make  and  conelade 
a  Treaty  of  Amity,  Navigation,  and  Commerce; 
that  is  to  say,  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  named 
for  bis  Plenipotentiaries,  Henry  Richard  Vassal, 
Lord  Holland,  one  of  his  Muesty's  Privy  Coun- 
cil and  Lord  Keeper  of  His  Majesty's  Privy  Seal, 
aad  WiUian^  Lord  Auckland,  one  of  his  Majes- 


ty*! PHvy  Council  and  Presideut  of  the  Cob- 
roittee  of  Council  for  all  matters  of  Trade  iid 
Foreign  PUntaiioos:  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  aod  with  the  advice  of  the 
Senate  thereof,  hath  appointed  for  their  Pleoipe- 
tentiaries,  James  Monroe  and  William  Pinhey, 
Commissioners  Extraordinary  and  Pleoipoten- 
tiaries;  who,  after  having  exchanged  theii  r- 
spective  full  powers,  have  agreed  on  the  follow- 
ing articles: 

Abt.  1.  There  shall  be  a  firm.  Inviolable  ui 
universal  peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  frieDd^kii^ 
between  his  Britannic  Majesty,  bis  heirs  and  tiw- 
cessors,  and  the  United  Slates  of  Americi,iiid 
between  tbeir  respective  countries,  territuie^ 
cities,  towns,  and  people,  of  every  degree  wiib* 
out  exception  of  persons  or  places. 

Abt.  2.  It  is  agreed  that  the  several  articla  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Niri^ 
lion,  between  His  Majesty  aod  the  United  Sutei, 
made  at  London,  on  the  nioeteeDtb  day  oT  No- 
vember, one  thousand  seven  hundred  aod  ninety- 
four,  which  have  not  expired,  nor,  as  yet,  hid 
their  full  operation  and  effect,  shall  be  confirmed 
in  their  b«t  form,  and  in  their  full  tenor;  ud 
that  the  contracting  parties  will  also  from  time 
to  time  enter  into  friendly  explanation  oo  tk 
subject  of  the  said  articles,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
moring  all  soch  doubts  as  may  arise  or  hari 
arisen  as  to  the  true  import  of  the  same,  as  well 
as  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  said  arlielo 
more  conformable  to  their  mutual  wishes  and 
coDvenieoce. 

Abt.  3.  His  Majesty  agrees  that  the  vessdi 
belonging  to  the  United  Slates  of  Americs,  ud 
sailing  direct  from  the  ports  of  the  said  Slatefc 
shall  DC  admitted  and  hospitably  received  ifl ill 
the  seaports  and  harbors  of^the  British  dotniniw 
in  the  East  Indies;  and  that  the  citizens  of  tk 
said  United  States  may  freely  carry  oaaindt 
betweeo  the  said  territories  and  the  said  Doited 
States  in  all  articles  of  which  the  importstioo  or 
exportation  respectively  to  or  from  the  said  te^ 
ritories  shall  not  be  entirely  prohibited.  Prorided 
only  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  them  io  uT 
time  of  war  between  the  British  GorernmentiDd 
any  other  Power  or  State  whatever,  to  expoit 
from  the  said  territories,  withoot  the  special  pet- 
mission  of  the  British  Government  there,  sof 
military  stores,  or  naval  stores,  or  rice.  Tl* 
citizens  of  the  Uoiied  States  shall  pay  for  thw 
vessels,  when  adpiitted  into  the  said  ports,  m 
other  or  higher  tonnage  than  shall  be  payable  ot 
British  vessels  when  admitted  into  the  pwis  of 
the  United  States ;  and  they  shall  pay  no  bigbcf 
or  other  duties  or  charges  on  the  importation  or 
exportation  of  the  cargoes  of  the  said  vessels  thai 
shall  he  payable  on  the  same  articles  when  im- 
ported or  exported  io  British  vessels.  But  it  is 
expressly  agreed,  that  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  carry  any  of  the  articles  exported 
by  them  from  the  said  British  territories  to  toy 
port  or  place,  except  to  some  port  or  pUee  in 
America,  where  the  same  shall  be  unladen,  and 
such  regulations  shall  be  adopted  by  both  partiti 
as  shaUj  Irom  time  to  time,  be  fouod  necessary  to 
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nforee  (h«  dac  and  faitbfnl  obwrTanee  of  this 
atipalaiioD. 

It  isalsoanderatoocl,that  thepenDiarion  ffraBted 
by  this  article  ia  not  to  extend  to  allow  the  Tes- 
sels  of  the  United  States  to  carry  on  any  pert  of 
the  eosstiog  trade  of  the  said  British  territories; 
but  the  vessels  going  with  their  original  cargoes, 
or  part  thereof,  from  one  port  of  disebarge  to  an- 
other, are  Dot  to  be  coosiaered  as  carrying  on  the 
coasting  trade;  neither  is  this  article  to  be  con- 
atnied  to  allow  the  citizens  of  the  said  States  to 
nettle  or  reside  witbia  the  said  territories,  or  to 
go  into  the  interior  parts  thereot,  without  the 
permission  of  the  British  Oovernraent  established 
there;  and  if  any  transgressions  should  be  at- 
tempted against  the  regnlations  of  the  British 
Govern ment  in  this  respect  the  observance  of  the 
same  shall  and  may  be  enlorced  against  the  cMi- 
sens  of  America,  in  the  same  manner  as  against 
British  subjects  or  others  tran^resstng  the  same 
rale.  And  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
-whenever  they  arrive  in  anv  port  or  harbor  in  the 
aaid  territories,  or  if  they  should  be  permitted  in 
manner  aforesaid  to  go  to  any  other  place  therein, 
■ball  always  be  snbject  to  the  laws,  government, 
and  jurisdiction  of  whatever  nature,  established 
in  socb  harbor,  port,  or  place,  aecording  as  the 
same  may  be.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States 
may  also  touch  for  refreshment  at  the  island  of 
St.  Helena,  but  subject  in  all  respects  to  such 
regulations  as  the  British  Gh>vernment  may, from 
time  to  time,  establish  there. 

Art.  4.  There  shall  be  between  all  the  domin- 
ions of  His  Majesty  in  Europe,  and  the  territo- 
ries of  the  United  States,  a  reci|>roeal  and  perfect 
liberty  of  commerce  and  navigation.  The  people 
mod  inhabitants  of  the  two  conntries  respectively 
shall  have  liberty,  freely  and  securely,  and  with- 
out hindrance  and  molestation,  to  come  with  their 
ships  and  eai^oes  to  the  lands,  conntries,  cities, 
ports,  places,  and  rivers,  within  the  dominions 
and  territories  afereraid,  to  enter  into  the  same, 
to  resort  there,  and  to  remain  and  reside  there, 
without  any  limitation  of  time;  also  to  hire  and 
possess  houses  and  warehouses  for  the  purposes 
of  commerce;  and  generally,  the  merchants  and 
traders  on  each  side  shall  enjoy  the  most  com- 
plete protection  and  security  for  their  commerce, 
but  sobject  always,a8  to  what  respects  this  article, 
to  the  laws  and  statntes  of  the  two  conntries  re- 
spectively. 

Art.  S.  It  is  agreed  that  no  other  or  higher 
daties  shall  be  paid  by  the  ships  or  merchandise 
•f  the  one  party  in  the  ports  of  the  other  than 
•och  as  are  paid  by  the  like  vessels  or  merehan- 
dise  of  all  other  nations.  Nor  shall  any  other 
or  higher  duty  be  imposed  in  one  country  on  the 
importation  of  any  articles  the  growth,  produce^ 
or  manufacture  of  the  other,  than  are  or  shall  be 
payable  on  the  importation  of  the  like  articles 
being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manafaeture  of 
any  other  foreign  country. 

Nor  shall  aov  prohibition  be  imposed  on  the 
exportation  or  importation  of  any  articles  to  or 
from  the  lerritwtes  of  the  two  parlies  respectively, 
which  shall  not  equally  extend  to  all  other  na- 


tions. Bat  the  British  Oovetament  resarves  to 
itself  the  right  of  Imping  .on  American  vessels 
entering  into  the  British  pons  in  Earope  a  ton- 
nage duly  equal  to-  that  which  shall  at  any  time 
be  inyable  or  British  vessels  in  the  ports  of 
America;  ana  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  reserves  to  itself  a  right  of  imjposiog  on 
British  vessels  entering  into  the  porta  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  a  tonnage  dntv  equal  to  that  which 
shall  at  any  time  be  payaUe  by  American  vessels 
in  the  British  ports  in  Europe. 

It  is  MTeed  that  in  the  trade  of  the  two  conn- 
tries with  each  other,  the  same  daties  of  exporm- 
tion  and  importation  on  all  goods  and  merchan- 
dise, and  also  the  same  drawbacks  and  bounties, 
riuU  be  paid  and  allowed  In  either  oottntrv,  whe- 
ther soeli  importation  or  exportation  shall  be  in 
British  or  Amariean  veasela. 

Art>  6.  The  high  eoatmeting  parties  not  hav* 
ing  been  able  to  arrange  at  fvesent  by  treaty  any 
eommeroial  inlerooarse  between  the  territories 
of  the  United  States  and  His  Majesty's  islands 
and  ports  in  the  West  Indies,  agree  that  until 
that  subject  shall  be  regvlated  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  each  of  the  parties  shall  remain  in  the 
complete  possession  of  iu  rights  in  respect  to 
sQoh  an  intercourse. 

Art.  7.  It  shall  be  free  for  the  two  contracting 
parties  respectively  to  appoint  Consuls  for  the 
protection  of  trade,  t^  reside  to  the  dominions 
and' territories  aforesaid;  and  the  said  Consuls 
shall  enjoy  those  liberties  and  rights  which  be- 
long to  them  by  reason  of  their  function.  But 
before  any  Consul  shall  act  as  such,  he  i4ialt  be 
in  the  usual  forms  approved  and  admitted  by  the 
party  to  whom  he  is  sent ;  and  it  is  hereby  da- 
clared  to  be  lawful  and  proper,  that  in  ease  of 
illegal  or  improper  condact  towards  the  laws  or 
Oovemment,  a  Consul  may  either  be  punished 
according  to  law,  if  the  laws  will  reach  the  case, 
or  be  dismissed,  or  even  sent  back;  the  offended 
Oovemment  assigning  to  the  other  tha  reasons 
for  the  same. 

Either  of  the  parties  may  except  from  the  resi- 
dence of  Consuls  such  particular  places  as  such 
party  shall  Judge  proper  to  be  so  excepted. 

Art.  8.  It  is  agreed  that  in  all  eases  where 
vesseU  shall  be  captured,  or  detained  on  just  sQs- 
picion  of  having  on  board  enemy's  property,  or 
of  carrying  to  the  enemy  any  of  the  articles  which 
are  contraband  of  war,  or  for  other  lawful  cause, 
the  said  vessel  shall  be  brotwht  to  the  nearest  or 
moat  convenient  port ;  and  if  any  property  of  an 
enemy  should  be  found  on  board  such  vessel,  that 
part  ouly  whfeh  belonss  to  the  enemy,  or  is  other* 
wise  co'nSscable,  shall  be  made  prize,  and  the 
vessel,  unless  by  law  subject  to  condemnation, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  proeeed  with  the  remaindn 
of  the  cargo  without  any  impediment.  And  it  is 
agreed  that  all  proper  measures  shall  be  taken  to 
prevent  delay  in  deciding  tfae  cases  of  ships  or 
cargoes  so  brought  in  for  adjudication,  and  in  the 
payment  or  recovery  of  any  indemnificatiea  ad- 
judged or  agreed  to  be  paid  to  ihe  masters  or 
owners  of  such  ships. 

it  is  also  agreed  that  ia  all  oases  of  nofonidad 
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deteaiioD,  or  -other  ooatranoliOD  of  the  r^ula- 
lions  stipulated  by  the  present  treaty,  the  ovrben 
of  the  vessel  and  cai|ro  so  detained  shall  be  al- 
lowed damages  proportioned  to  the  loss  occasion- 
ed thereby,  together  with  the  costs  and  charges 
of  the  trial. 

AftT.  9.  In  order  to  regulate  what  is  in  future 
to  be  esteemed  contrabaod  of  war,  it  is  agreed 
that  under  the  said  deaomiaatien  shall  be  com- 
fwised  all  arma  and  imrplements  serving  for  the 
purposes  of  war  by  land  or  sea,  such  astiannon, 
musfcete,  mortars,  petards,  bombs,  greaadoes^  car- 
casses, saacisses,  earriages  for  .cannon,  musket- 
rests,  bandoliers,  gaapowdet,  matches,  saltpetre, 
balls,  pikes,  aword^  head-pieces,  cuirasses.  haU 
herds,  Jances,  jaTelint^  horse-furniinn,  holatm, 
belts,  and  generally  all  other  taplemenu  of  war ; 
as  also  timber  for  ship  buildiDg,  copper  in  sheetiL 
sail  doth,  hempt  and  cordage,  and  ia  general 
(with  the  exception -of  uawrooght  iron  and  fir- 
l^nks,  and  also  with  the  exertion  of  tar  and 
pitch,  when  not  going  to  a  port  of  aaral  equip- 
ment, in  which  case  they  shall  be  entitled  to  pre- 
amptioD}  whaterer  may  serve  directly  to  the 
equipment  of  vessels;  and  aU  the  above  articles 
are  heteby  declared  to  be  just  objects  of  confis- 
cation whenever  they  are  attempted  to  be  carried 
to  an  enemy.  But  do  vessel  shall  be  detained  on 
pretence  oi  carrying  contraband  of  war,  unless 
some  of  the  above-mentioned  articles  not  except- 
ed are  fouad  on  board  of  the  said  veesel  at  the 
tine  it  is  searched. 

Art.  10.  Wheieasj  in  otntndetation  of  the  di^ 
tanos  and  of  other  drcumatances  ineideat  to  the 
aviation  of  the  high  eontraetittg  partiet^  it  may 
fnquently  happen  that  vessals  vay  sail  for  a  port 
or  place  belonging  to  an  enemy  wtthoat  knowio^ 
that  the  same  Is  either  besieged)  blockaded,  or  in-^ 
Tested,  it  is  agreed  that  every  vessel  so  oiraum- 
staoced  may  be  larned  away  from  such  port  or 
place;  but  she  shall  not  be  detained,. nor  her  car- 
go, if  cot  eootrabaad,  be  confisoated,  unless  after 
such  notice  she  shall  again  attempt  to  enter,  but 
she  shall  be  permitted  to  go  to  any  port  or  place 
she  may  think  proper;  nor  shall  any  vessel  or 
goods  of  either  party  that  may  have  entered  into 
such  port  or  place  before  the  same  was  besieged, 
bloekaded,  or  tnvaated  bjr  the  other,  and  be  found 
therein  aAer  the  reduction  or  surrender  of  such 
{^•e^  ha  liable  to  coafiscation,  bnt  ahall  be  re- 
stored to  Uie  owners  or  proprietors  thereof. 

Neither  of  the  parlies  when  at  war  shall,  during 
the  ooniiouaace  of  the  treaty,  take  from  on  .  board 
the  vessels  of  the  other  the  aubjeets  of  the  oppo- 
site beUigereat,  unless  they  be  in  the  actual  em- 
ployorait  of  soch  belligereat. 

Art.  11.  Whereas  di&reoees  have  arisen  con- 
cerning  the  trading  with  (he  colooiea  of  Hia  Maj- 
esty's enemies,  and  the  instroctioDs  given  by  His 
Majesty  to  his  cruisers  in  regard  thereto,  it  is 
agreed  that  during-the  present  hostilities,  all  arti- 
cles of  the  growth,  produce,  and  manufacture  of 
Eurape,  not  being  eontj-aband  of  war,  may  be 
feeely  carried  from  the  United  Sutes  to  the  port 
of  any  colony  not  blockaded  belonging  to  His 
ftlajasiy's  enemies,  provided  such  gowU  shall  pre- 


vtousiy  have  been  entered  and  landed  iaUteUu- 
ted  States,  and  shall  have  paid  the  ordinary  datin 
on  such  articles  so  imported  for  home  coaiiUDp* 
tion ;  and,  on  re-exportation,  shall,  after  the  draw- 
baoli^  remain  subject  to  a  duty  equivalent  to  not 
less  than  one  per  ceiit.  ad  valorem;  tndthatilM 
said  goods  and  vessels  conveying  the  same  shtU, 
from  the  time  of  their  clearance  from  the  Aauii- 
can  port,  be  bona  Jide  the  property  of  ciiizeH 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States;  and  ialikc 
manner  that  all  articles,  not  being  contrabsadf^ 
war,  and  being  the  growth  and  produce  of  the 
enemy's  colonies  may  be  brought  totbeUDiud 
States,  and  tiler  having  been  there  landeinty 
be  freely  carried  from  thepoe  any  pnt  u  E«- 
rope  not  blockaded,  provided  sueh  goods  i^l 
previously  have  bean  entered  and  landed  ia  ihc 
said  United  States,  and  shall  have  paid  the  ordi- 
nary duties  on  colonial  artidee  so  imported  fa 
home  coDsumpiion  ;  aod,  on  re-ezjMrtatioa  skiU, 
after  the  drawback,  remain  subject  to  a  dnif 
equivalent  to  and  not  less  than  two  pet  cent  ii 
valorem  ;  and  provided  that  the  said  goods  ud 
the  vessel  conveying  the  same  be  hona  jide  tbi 
property  of  citizens  and  inhabttanu  of  ue  Dai* 
ted  Sutes. 

Provided  alvayt,  That  this  article,  or  aayltuag' 
therein  contained,  uiall  not  operate  to  the  preju- 
dice of  any  right  belonging  to  either  party  j  Ewt, 
that  after,  the  expiration  of  the  time  iiimted  for 
the  article,  the  rights  on  both  aidea  shall  reviveu4 
be  in  fhll  force. 

Art.  12.  Aod  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  min 
special  provisions  respecting  the  ^naritime  joiii- 
diction  of  the  high  contracting  parties  oa  the 
coast  of  their  respective  possessions  in  Norib 
America  oo  accouot  of  peculiar  circumstsaw 
belonging  to  those  coasts,  it  is  agreed  that  ii  tU 
cases  where  one  of  the  said  high  contracting  pu- 
ties  shall  be  engaged  in  war,  and  the  other  shall  be 
at  peace,  the  belligerent  Power  shall  not  stop  ex- 
cept for  the  purpoiie  hereafter  mentioned,  the  rei- 
sels  of  the  neutral  Power,  or  armed  vessels  of 
other  nations,  within  five  mafine  miles  fromtkc 
shore  belonging  to  the  said  neutral  Power  on  the 
American  seas. 

Provided^  That  the  said  stipulation  shall  sol 
take  efiect  in  &vor  of  the  ships  of  any  nation  or 
nations  which  shall  not  have  agreed  to  lespsDt 
the  Itmiu  aforesaid,  as  the  line  ol  maritime  jnrii- 
diction  of  the  said  neutral  State.  And  itisfiuther 
stipulated,  that  if  either  of  the  high  contnctiiv 
parties  shall  be  at  war  with  uaj  nation  or  nattov 
which  shall  not  have  agreed  ta  respect  the  aid 
special  limit  or  line  of  maritime  jnriadiciioo  here- 
in agreed  upon,  such  contracting  party  shall  hare 
the  right  to  stop  or  search  any  vessel  beyond  the 
limit  of  a  cannon  shot,  or  three  marine  mile* 
from  the  coast  of  the  oeuiial  Power,  for  the  pw- 
pose  of  ascertaining  the  nation  to  which  aucb 
vessel  shall  belong ;  and  with  respect  to  the  shipf 
and  properly  of  the  nation  or  nations  not  havisg 
agreed  lo  respect  the  aforesaid  line  of  JuriGdictioOt 
the  belligerent  Power  shall  exercise  the  same 
rights  as  if  ibis  article  did  not  exist;  and  tbe 
several  provisions  stipulated  by  this  article  shall 
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bare  fall  force  and  effect  onij  duriDg  the  ooDtin- 
oaDce  of  the  present  Treaty. 

Art.  13.  Witb  respect  to  the  searchiag  of 
merchant  sbips,  tbe  commaDders  of  ships  of  war 
aod  prirateers  shall  coodact  themselresaa  favor- 
ably as  the  coarse  of  the  war  then  exioiiDg  may 
possibly  permit  towards  tbe  most  friendly  Power 
tbat  may  remain  neuter,  obserrioff  as  much  as 
possible  the  aoknowledsed  principles  and  rules  of 
tbe  Jaw  of  nationa ;  aud  for  the  belter  security  of 
tfae  respective  subjects  and  citizeDs  of  the  coa- 
tnctiug  partiea,  and  to  {mveot  their  rafferiog 
iajitriesby  tbe  bud  of  war  or  privatMn  of  either 
party,  all  eommanders  of  ships  of  war  or  priva- 
teera,  and  all  iMbers,  the  said  aubjeeti  and  eitizeas, 
iAa\\  forbear  doing  any  damage  to  those  of  tbe 
other  party,  or  eommittiag  aay  oati-ag«  agaiust 
then;  aad  if  they  act  to  the  coatrafy,  tbe^  shall 
be  pooisbed,  and  shall  also  be  bound  in  their  per- 
soBs  and  estates  to  make  satia&ction  aad  repar- 
atioQ  for  all  damages,  and  the  interest  thereof,  of 
whatever  nature  tbe  said  damages  msjr  be. 

For  this  cause  all  eoranniadcrs  of  privateers, 
before  they  receive  ibeir  commissions,  shall  here- 
after be  compelled  to  give,  before  a  competent 
jadge,  sufficient  security  by  at  least  two  respon- 
sible sureties,  who  hare  no  interest  in  tbe  said 
privateer,  each  of  whom,  tc^iber  witb  tbe  said 
commaDder,  shall  be  jointly  and  serersUy  bound 
in  tbe  sum  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling,  or,  if 
laeb  be  provided  with  above  one  hundred  and 
fifty  seamen  and  soldiers,  in  the  sum  of  four  thoti- 
saad  pounds  sterling,  to  satisfy  all  damages  and 
iajuries,  which  the  privateers  or  officers^  or  men, 
or  aoy  of  them,  may  do  or  commit  dunog  iheir 
cruise,  contrary  to  the  teuor  of  this  treaty,  or  to 
the  lam  or  ioMructions  for  regulating  their  con- 
doct;  aod  further,  tbat  io  all  cases  of  aggrea- 
SWB9,  the  said  commissions  shall  be  revoked  aod 
iDnuUed. 

It  is  also  agreed,  tbat  whenever  a  Judge  of  a 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  either  of  the  parties  shall 
pronounce  sentence  against  any  vessel,  or  goods, 
or  property,  belooglng  to  the  subjects  or  citizens 
of  the  other  party,  a  formal  aod  ddly  autheoti- 
eated  copy  of  all  the  pruceedinga  in  tbe  cause, 
and  of  tfae  said  sentence,  shall,  if  required,  bede- 
livertd  to  tbe  eommander  of  tbe  said  vessel,  witb- 
oat  tbe  smallest  delay,  he  paying  all  kgal  fees 
and  demands  for  the  same. 

Ait.  14.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  both  iheaaid 
coDHacting  {wrties  shall  not  only  refuse  to  receive 
toy  pirates  into  aay  of  their  ports,  haven*,  or 
towns,  or  permit  any  of  their  inhabitaiita  to  re- 
ceire,  protect,  harbor,  conceal,  or  assist  them  in 
any  manner,  but  will  bring  to  eondiga  punisb- 
ueut  all  such  inhabitanu  as  Aall  be  guilty  of 
sneb  acts  or  offences. 

And  all  their  ships,  witb  the  goods  or  mer- 
ehandises  taken  by  them  and  brougbt  ioio  tbe 
poru  of  either  of  the  said  parties,  shall  be  aeized, 
as  far  as  they  cao  be  discovered,  and  shall  be  re- 
stored to  tbe  owners,  or  the  factors,  or  agents 
duly  deputed,  and  autnorized  io  writing  by  them, 
(proper  evidence  beiug  shown  in  the  Court  cr 
Admiimlty  fot  proving  the  property,)  even  ia 
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case  BBoh  effects  should  have  passed  into  other 
hands  by  sale,  if  it  be  proved  that  the  buyera 
knew,  or  had  good  reason  to  believe,  or  suspect 
that  they  had  heea  piratically  taken. 

Art.  15.  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  the  snbjecta 
aod  citizens  of  the  two  nations  shall  not  do  any 
acu  of  hostility  or  violence  against  each  other, 
not  accept  commissions  or  instructions  so  to  act 
from  any  foreign  Prince  or  State,  enemies  to  the 
other  party  ;  Dor  shall  tbe  enemies  of  cue  of  tha 
parties  be  permitted  to  invite,  or  endeavor  to  en- 
list in  tfae  military  service,  any  the  sul^eets  w 
citizeM  of  the  other  party;  and  the  laws  against 
all  sneb  offeaees  and  aggresaioas  shall  be  |HittCtn- 
ally  executed ;  and  if  aoy  subject  or  citnten  of 
the  aaid  parties^  respectively}  shall  accept  auy 
foreign  commission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arm- 
ing any  vessel,  to  act  as  a  privateer  against  the 
other  party,  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  lawful 
for  the  said  party  to  treat  and  punish  the  laid 
subject  or  citizen  having  such  commission  or  let- 
ters of  marque  as  a  pirate. 

Abt.  16.  It  is  expressly  stipulated,  that  neither 
of  the  said  contracting  parties  will  order  or  au- 
thorize any  acts  of  reprisal  against  tfae  other,  on 
complaints  of  injuries  aod  damages,  until  tha 
said  party  shall  first  have  presented  to  the  other 
a  statement  thexeof,  verified  by  competent  proof 
and  evidence,  and  demanded  justice  and  satis- 
faction, and  the  same  shall  either  have  been  re- 
fused or  unreasonably  delayed. 

Art.  17.  The  shiin  of  war  of  eaeh  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  shall  at  all  times  be  bosiutably 
reeeivM  in  the  poru  of  the  other,  iheir  ofliecra 
and  crews  paying  due  respect  to  tbe  laws  and 
Qovernmeot  of  the  country.  The  officers  shall 
be  treated  with  that  respeot  which  is  due  to  the 
commissions  which  they  bear,  and,  if  any^  insult 
should  be  offered  to  them  by  any  of  the  lahahit- 
antSjall  offenders  in  this  respectshall  be  punished 
as  disturbers  of  the  peace  and  amity  between  the 
two  countries.  And  both  contracting  parties 
agree,  that  in  case  any  vessel  of  the  one  should, 
by  stress  of  weather,  danger  from  enemies,  or 
other  misfortunes,  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
seeking  shelter  io  any  of  tbe  ports  of  the  other, 
into  which  such  vessel  could  not  io  ordinary  casea 
claim  to -.be  admitted,  she  shall,  on  manifeatinf 
that  necessity  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  place,  be  hospitably  raeeived,  and 
permitted  to  refit  and  to  purohaaeat  the  inarket 
price  such  necessaries  as  she  may  stand  in  need 
of,  eoikformably  to  such  orders  and  regulations  aa 
the  Government  of  tbe  place,-  having  respeot  to 
the  eircumstaoces  of  each  case  shaQ  prescribe. 
She  shall  not  be  allowed  to  break  hulk  or  unload 
'her  cargo,  unless  the  same  shall  be  bona  Jide 
necessary  to  her  being  refitted ;  nor  shall  she  be 
obliged  to  pay  any  duties  whatever,  except  onlr 
on  such  articles  as  she  may  be  permitted  to  seU 
for  tbe  purpose  aforesaid. 

AaT.  18.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign 
privateers,  (not  being  subjects  or  citizens  of  either 
of  tbe  said  parties,)  who  have  commissions  from 
any  Power  or  State  in  enmity  with  either  nation, 
to  arm  their  ahtps  in  the  poru  of  either  of  tha 
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said  parties,  nor  to  sell  what  they  bare  taken,  nor 
in  any  other  maooer  to  exchange  the  same ;  nor 
shall  tbe^  be  allowed  to  purchase  more  prorisions 
than  shall  be  necessary  for  their  going  to  the 
nearest  port  of  that  Prince  or  State  from  whom 
ther  obtained  their  commissions. 

Art.  19.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war 
and  privateers  heloneiDg  to  the  said  parties,  re- 
spectiTelr,  to  carry  wnitaersoever  they  |)lease  the 
ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies,  with- 
out being  obliged  to  pay  any  fees  to  the  officers 
of  the  Aamtraltj,  or  to  any  jodgea  whatever ;  nor 
•halt  the  said  prizes,  when  they  arrive  at  ancl  enter 
the  porta  of  the  said  parties,  be  detained  or  seized ; 
nor  shall  the  seaehers  or  other  offieers  of  those 
places  visit  saeh  prizes,  (except  for  the  purpose 
of  preventiDg  the  carrying  of  any  part  of  the 
ea^  thereofon  shore  in  any  manner  contrary  to 
the  eatablished  laws  of  reveaue,  navigation,  or 
commerce ;)  nor  shall  such  officers  take  cognizance 
of  the  validity  of  such  prizes,  but  they  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  hoist  sail  and  depart  as  speedily  as  may 
be,  and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  mentioned 
in  their  commissioos  or  patents,  which  the  com- 
manders of  the  said  ships  of  war  or  privateers 
shall  be  obliged  to  show. 

No  shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  given  in  their 
ports  to  snch  as  have  made  a  prize  upon  the  sub- 
ject* or  citizens  of  either  of  the  said  parties ;  but, 
if  forced  by  stress  of  weather  or  the  dangers  of 
the  sea  to  enter  them,  particular  care  shall  be  ta- 
ken to  hasten  their  departure,  and  to  cause  them 
to  retire  as  soon  as  possible.  Nothing  in  this 
treaty  contained  shall,  however,  be  construed  to 
operate  contrary  to  the  former  and  existing  pub- 
lic treaties  with  other  Sovereifos  or  States ;  but 
the  two  parties  agree  that,  while  they  continue 
in  amity,  neither  of  them  will  in  future  make  any 
treaty  that  shall  be  inconsistent  with  this  or  the 
preceding  article. 

Neither  of  the  said  parties  shall  permit  the 
ships  or  goods  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  cit- 
izens of  the  other  to  be  tasen  within  cannon  shot 
of  the  coast,  nor  within  the  jurisdiction  described 
in  Article  13,  so  long  as  the  provisions  of  the 
■aid  article  shall  be  in  force,  by  ships  of  war  or 
others  having  commissioos  from  any  Prince,  Re- 
public, or  State,  whatever.  Bat  in  ease  it  should 
•0  happen,  the  party  whose  territorial  rights  shall 
thus  have  been  violated  shall  use  the  utmost  en- 
deavors to  obtain  from  the  o&nding  party  full 
ud  ample  sati^elion  for  the  ressel  or  ressels  so 
tatoi,  whether  the  same  be  vessels  of  war  or  mer- 
chant vessels. 

Abt.  20.  If  at  any  time  a  rupture  should  take 
pitee  (which  Qoi  forbid)  between  His  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  the  merchants  and  others 
of  each  of  the  two  t^ations,  residing  in  the  domin  - 
ions  of  the  other,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  re- 
maioing  and  continuing  their  trade,  so  long  as 
tbejr  do  it  peaceablvj  and  commit  no  offence 
against  the  laws;  and  in  case  their  conduct  should 
render  them  suspected,  and  the  respective  Got- 
emments  should  think  proper  to  order  them  to 
remove,  the  term  of  twelve  months  from  the  pub- 
Ucacioii  of  the  «der  shall  be  allowed  them  fot 


that  purpose,  to  remove  with  their  families,  ef- 
fects, and  property ;  but  this  favor  shall  not  be  ex* 
tended  to  those  who  shall  act  contrary  to  tbt 
established  laws;  and,  for  greater  certainty. it ii 
declared  that  such  rupture  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
exist  while  negotiations  for  accommodating  dif- 
ferences shall  be  pending,  nor  until  the  respeetirt 
Ambassadors  or  Ministers,  if  snch  there  shall  be, 
shall  be  recalled  or  seat  home  on  account  of  difa- 
eoees,  and  not  on  account  of  personal  laiseondiKL 
according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  whieli  bodi 
parties  retain  their  rights  either  to  request  the  k- 
call  or  immediately  to  aend  home  the  Amlwa- 
dor  or  Minister  oi  the  other,  and  that  viikoat 
prejudice  to  their  mutoai  fnendship  aid  good 
understanding. 

Abt.  21.  It  is  fiirther  agreed,  that  Hit  Uijeitir 
and  the  United  States,  on  mutual  requisitiooi 
them  respectively,  or  by  their  respective  Mioii- 
ters  or  officers  authorized  to  make  the  same,  will 
deliver  up  to  justice  all  peraoaa  who,  beiog charged 
with  murder  or  forgery  committed  withiD  ibe 
jurisdiction  of  either,  shall  seek  an  asylum  vithis 
any  of  the  countries  of  the  other;  provided  ikit 
this  shall  only  be  done  on  such  evidence  of  eriD- 
inaliiy  as,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  place  wbett 
the  fugitive  or  person  so  charged  shall  be  fomd. 
would  justify  his  apprehension  and  oommitmni 
for  trial,  if  the  offence  had  there  been  eomnittei 
The  expense  of  such  apprehension  and  delivetf 
shall  be  borne  and  defrayed  by  those  who  ukc 
the  requisition  and  receive  the  fugitive. 

Art.  22.  In  the  event  of  a  shipwreck  hane^ 
ing  in  a  place  beloo^ng  to  one  or  other  of  tkt 
high  contracting  parties,  not  only  every  assirtuff 
shall  be  given  to  the  unfortunate  persons,  and  n 
violence  done  to  them,  but  also  the  effecu  vfcich 
they  shall  have  thrown  out  of  the  ship  ioio  at 
sea  shfOl  not  be  concealed,  or  detained,  or  daa- 
aged,  under  any  pretext  whatever.  On  the  coo- 
trary,  the  above-mentioned  efiects  and  □letclla^ 
dise  shall  be  preserved, and  restored  to  then 
a  suitable  recompense  bang  given  to  thosewM 
shall  have  assisted  in  aavittg  their  persona,  voim 
and  effects. 

Art.  23.  And  it  being  the  intention  of  th«  up 
contracting  parties  that  the  people  of  their  rcsptc*- 
ive  dominions  ahall  continue  to  be  on  the  foouif 
of  the  most  favored  nation,  it  is  agreed  that. » 
ease  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  any  addi- 
tional advantages  in  navigation  or  trade  to 
other  nation,  the  sobjecls  or  citizens  of  the  otw 
party  shall  fully  participate  therein. 

Art.  24.  The  high  contracting  parties  engaff 
to  communicate  to  each  other,  without  delay,  all 
such  laws  as  have  been  or  shall  be  hereafter 
acted  by  their  respective  Legislatures,  as  aw  » 
measures  which  shall  have  been  taken  for  theabfr 
lition  orlimi»iionofthe  African  slave  trade ;  aai 
they  further  agree  to  use  their  best  endeaTontt 
procure  the  co-operation  of  other  Powers  for  iw 
final  and  complete  abolition  of  a  trade  so  repor 
nant  to  the  pnnciples  of  justice  and  bomanity. 

Art.  25.  And  it  is  forthcr  agreed,  that  nothjl 
herein  contained  shall  contravene  or  anoet  tit 
due  extcution  of  any  treaty  or  ticatiea  new  u» 
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ally  sabsi&ting  between  either  of  the  tuffh  con- 
Iraeting  parties  and  any  other  Power  or  Powers. 

Abt.  26.  This  treaty,  when  the  same  shall  have 
been  ratified  by  His  Majesty  and  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  wiib  the  advice  of  their 
Senate,  and  the  respective  ratifications  mutually 
exchanged,  shall  be  Innding  and  obligatory  on  His 
Majesty  and  on  the  said  States  for  ten  yean  from 
the  dale  of  the  ezchanjge  of  tht  said  ratification, 
and  shall  be  reciprocally  executed  and  obserred 
with  pooctaality  and  the  most  sincere  regard  to 
good  laitb. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned,  Plenipo- 
tentiaries on  the  part  of  His  fiiajesty  the  King  of 
Qreat  Britain,  and  the  Commissioners  Extraor- 
dinary and  Plenipotentiaries  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  have  signed  this  pres* 
eoi  treaty,  and  hare  caused  to  be  affixed  thereto 
the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  l^ondoo,  this  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. . 

VASSAL  HOLLAND, 
AUCKLAND, 
JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

Obobob  R. 

George  the  Third  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Bnlain  and  Ireland, 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Duke  of  Braaswick 
tnd  LanenbuTC,  Arch  Treasurer,  and  Prince 
Elector  of  tbe  Holy  Roman  Empire,  &c.,  &c.  To 
all  and  singular  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
greeting  r 

Whereas,  for  the  better  treating  of  and  arrang- 
ing certain  subjects  now  in  discussion  between 
US  and  oar  good  friends  the  United  Sutes  of 
America,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with 
tbe  consent  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Senate 
■od  Hotise  of  Representatires  of  the  said.  United 
Slates,  has  nominated^  constituted,  and  appointed 
James  Moaroe,  Esquire,  and  William  Piokney, 
Esquire,  Ck>mmissioners  Bxtraordinary  to  conduct 
the  said  discussion  on  behalf  of  the  said  United 
States ;  and  we,  reposing  especial  irost  and  con- 
fidence in  the  wisdom,  loyally,  diligence,  and  cir- 
eamspection  of  our  right  trusty  ana  well  beloved 
Councillor  Henry  Richard,  Lord  Holland,  and  our 
ri^t  trusty  and  well  beloved  Councillor,  William, 
Lord  Aackland,  have  nominated,  constituted,  and 
appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate, 
constttote,  and  appoint  them  our  true,  certain,  and 
undoubted  Commissioners,  ProcQraiors,and  Pleni- 
potentiaries, givinff  to  them  all,  and  all  manner  of 
faculty,  power,  and  authority,  together  with  gen- 
end  as  well  as  with  special  orders,  (so  as  the  gen- 
eral do  not  derogate  from  the  special,  nor  on  the 
contrary,)  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  meet,  confer, 
treat,  and  eonelude  with  tbe  said  James  Monroe 
ud  WilUam  Pinkney.  being  duly  furnished  with 
suffieiCDt  powers,  on  tne  part  of  our  sood  friends 
the  United  Statet  of  America,  of  and  concerning 
alt  such  maners  and  things  as  may  be  requisite 
and  necessary  for  accomplishing  and  completing 
the  several  ends  and  purposes  hereinbefore  advert- 
ed to,  and  of  and  concerning  all  snch  matters  and 
thiBga  aa  mmy  tend  to  the  matual  intttcsts  and 


advantageof  our  subjects  or  dominions,  and  of 
those  ofour  said  good  friends,  and  to  the  promo- 
tiagand  roaintainiag  a  mutual  friendship, good  un- 
derstanding, and  intercourse  between  our  subjects 
or  dominions,  and  those  of  our  said  good  friends, 
and  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  sign  all  such  arti- 
cles, or  other  instuments  whatsoever,  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  said  Pleoipotealiariea^ 
and  matoally  to  deliver  and  receive  the  same  ia 
exchange ;  and  to  dp  and  perform  all  such  other 
acts,  matters,  and  things,  as  may  be  anywise  proper 
and  conducive  to  the  purposes  above  adverted  to, 
in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  and  with  the  like 
validity  and  effect,  as  we  ourself,  If  we  were  pres- 
ent, could  do  and  perform  the  same ;  engagins 
and  promising  on  our  Royal  word,  that  we  wiQ 
accept,  ratify,  and  confirm  all  such  acts,  matters, 
and  things  as  bhall  be  so  concluded  by  our  afore- 
said Commissioners,  Procurators,  and  Plenipoten- 
tiaries; and  thai  we  wilt  never  suffer  any  person 
to  violate  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  act 
contrary  thereto. 

In  testimony  and  confirmation  of  all  which,  we 
have  caused  our  great  seal  of  our  United  Kin^ 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  be  affixed  to 
these  presents,  signed  with  our  Royal  hand. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St.  JamM*«,  tbe  twen- 
tietb  day  of  Angast,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  six,  and  of  our  reiga 
the  forty-sixth. 

Note  from  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland. 

LoNooTf,  December  31, 1806. 
The  undersized,  Henry  Richard  Vassal,  Lord 
Holland,  and  William,  Lord  Auckland,  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  have  tbe 
honor  to  inform  James  Monroe  and  William 
Piokney,  Commissioners  Extraordinary  and  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States  of  America,  that 
tbey  are  now  ready  to  proceed  to  the  signature  of 
the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigation, 
on  the  articles  of*^  which  they  have  mataally 
agreed. 

But,  at  the  same  lime,  they  have  it  ia  command 
from  His  Majesty  lo  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  tbe  United  States  to  some  extraor- 
dinary proceedings  which  have  lately  taken  place 
on  tbe  Contiaent  of  Eorope,aod  to  commnnieate 
to  them  officially  the  seniimenia  of  His  M^jeaty's 
Qovernmeot  thereupon. 

The  proceedings  alluded  to  are  certain  declara- 
tions and  orders  of  the  French  Government,  issued 
at  Berlin,  on  the  21st  November  last. 

In  those  Orders  tbe  French  Government  seeks 
to  justify  or  palliate  its  own  unjust  pretensions  by 
imputing  to  Great  Britain  prmciples  which  she 
never  professed,  and  jMactiees  which  never  ex- 
isted. His  Majesty  isaccased  of  a  systematic  and 
ffeneral  disregard  of  the  law  of  nations  rect^nised 
by  civilized  States,  and  more  particularly  of  an 
unwarrantable  extension  of  the  right  of  blockade  i 
whereas  His  Majesty  may  eonfideatly  appeal  to 
the  world  on  his  uniform  respect  for  neutral  rights, 
and  his  general  and  scrupulous  adherence  to  tbe 
law  of  nations,  without  condescending  to  eontiaat 
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his  coQdaet  id  these  particulars  with  that  of  bis 
enemy;  aod  with  regard  to  the  only  specific  charge, 
it  is  Qotorious  tbal  he  has  never  declared  any  ports 
to  be  in  a  stale  of  blockade,  without  allotting  to 
that  object  a  force  sufficient  to  make  the  entrance 
into  ihem  manifestly  dangerous. 

By  such  allegations,  unfounded  as  they  are,  the 
enem^  attempts  to  justify  his  pretensions  of  eon* 
iscating,  as  lawful  prize,  all  produce  of  English 
industry  or  manufacture,  though  it  be  the  prop- 
erty of  neutrals}  of  excluding  from  hiii  harbors 
every  neutral  vessel  which  has  touched  at  any  port 
of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  though  employed  in 
an  innocent  commerce;  and  of  declaring  Great 
Britain  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade,  though  his 
own  naval  ports  and  arsenals  are  actually  lilock- 
aded.  aod  he  is  unable  la  station  any  naval  force 
whatever  before  any  port  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

Such  principles  are,  in  themselves,  extravagant 
and  repitgnant  to  the  law  of  nations ;  and  the  pre- 
tensions founded  on  tfaem,  though  professedly  di- 
rected solely  against  Great  Britain,  tend  to  alter 
the  praetice  of  war  among  eirilized  nations,  and 
Utterly  to  subvert  the  rights  and  independence  of 
neutral  Powers.  The  undersigned  cannot,  there- 
fore, believe  that  the  enemy  will  ever  sertoasly 
attempt  to  enforce  such  a  system.  If  he  should, 
tliey  are  confident  that  the  good  sense  of  the  Amer- 
ieao  Government  will  perceive  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  such  pretensions  to  neutral  commerce, 
and  its  spirit  and  regard  to  aational  honor  will 
prevent  its  acquiescence  in  such  palpable  viola- 
tions of  its  righlk,and  injurious  encroachments  on 
its  interest. 

If.however,  the  enemyshould  carry  these  threats 
into  execution,  and  if  neutral  nations,  contrary  to 
all  expectation,  should  acquiesce  in  such  usurpa- 
tions, His  Majesty  might  probably  be  compelled, 
however  reluctantly^  to  retaliate  in  his  just  de- 
fence, and  to  adoi)t,  in  regard  to  the  commerce  of 
neutral  nations  wiih  his  enemies,  the  same  meas- 
ures which  those  nations  shall  have  permitted  to 
be  enforced  against  their  commerce  with  his  sub- 
jects. The  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
will  therefore  feel  that,  at  a  moment  when  His 
Majesty  and  all  neutral  nations  are  threatened 
with  such  an  extension  of  the  belligerent  preten- 
sions of  his  enemies,  he  cannot  enter  into  tne  stip- 
ulations of  the  present  treaty,  without  an  expla- 
nation from  the  United  Stales  of  their  intentions, 
or  a  reservation  on  the  p&n  of  His  Majesty  in  the 
case  above-mentioned,  if  it  should  ever  occur. 

The  undersigned,  considering  that  the  distance 
of  the  American  Qovernmeoi  renders  any  imme- 
diate explanation  on  this  subject  irapossible;  and 
aaimated  hj  a  desire  of  forwarding  the  beneficial 
work  in  which  they  are  engaged,  are  authorized  by 
His  Majesty  to  conclude  the  treaty  without  delay. 
They  proceed  to  the  signature  under  the  foil  per- 
suasiOD  that  before  tbe  treaty  shall  be  returned 
from  Apiertca,witb  the  ratification  of  the  United 
States,  the  enemy  will  either  have  formally  aban- 
doned or  tacitly  relinquished  his  unjust  preten- 
sions, or  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
by  its  conduct  or  assursnces,  will  have  given 
atenrity  to  His  Majesty  that  it  will  not  submit  to 


such  innovations  on  the  established  system  of  mar- 
itime law.  And  the  undersized  have  presented 
this  note  from  an  anxious  wish  that  it  saould  be 
clearly  understood  on  both  sides,  that,  without 
such  an  abandonment  on  tbe  part  of  the  enemy, 
or  such  assurance  for  such  conduct  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  His  Majesty  will  not  consider 
himself  bound  by  the  present  signature  of  bis  Con^ 
missioners  to  ratify  Ibe  treaty,  or  precluded  from 
adopting  such  measures  as  may  seem  neeesaiy 
for  counteracting  the  designs  of^his  enemy. 

Tbe  undersigned  cannot  conclude  without  ex- 
pressing their  satisfaction  at  the  prospect  of  ac- 
complishing an  object  so  important  to  the  inter- 
ests and  friendly  connexion  cf  both  nations,  toA 
their  just  sense  of  the  concilatory  disposition  mant- 
e«ted  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States 
during  the  whole  course  of  tbe  negotiation. 

VASSAL  HOLLAND, 
AUCKLAND. 


Extra  Offiwik  Camnminication  vnih  regard  to  the 
Canada  TVade. 

A  memorial  has  been  presented  to  Lord 
land  and  Lord  Auckland  on  tbe  part  of  theCaaada 
merchants,  setting  forth  a  variety  of  injuries  which 
they  complain  of  having  sustained  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  servants  of  the  United  Sutes,  and 
praying  that  their  complaints  may  be  attended  to, 
and  redress  obtained  for  them  in  the  diaensBioM 
which  are  at  present  pending  between  the  Amni- 
can  and  British  Commissioners. 

The  injuries  brought  forward  in  their  memo- 
rial ma^  be  reduced  to  the  three  following  heads: 
1st,  their  exclusion  from  Louisiana :  Sd,  their  be- 
ing made  to  pay  higher  duties  for  the  goods  they 
import  into  the  United  Slates  from  Cuindn  thu 
the  duties  payable  by  the  citizens  of  tbe  United 
Slates  on  the  importation  of  the  same  goods  ia 
American  vessels  into  tbe  Atlantic  ports  of  tbe 
United  Slates ;  3d,  certain  minor  grievaDceswbtcb 
they  contend  lo  be  in  like  manner  contrary  to 
tbe  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Treaty  of  1794. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794, «  it  if 
agreed  that  it  shall  at  all  times  be  free  to  Hii 
ftlajesty^s  subjects  and  to  tbe  citizens  of  the  Ua>- 
led  Slates  freely  to  pass  and  repass  by  land  or  in- 
land navigation  into  the  respective  territories  ud 
countries  of  tbe  two  parties  on  the  continent  of 
America,  and  to  navigate  all  the  lakes  and  waten 
thereof,  and  freely  to  carry  on  trade  with  each 
other." 

But,  notwithstanding  this  expre»  atipulatku, 
which  secures  to  His  Majesty's  subjects,  withoM 
limiiaiion  or  reservation,  the  right  of  oommeraial 
intercourse  by  laud  or  inland  navigation  with  aH 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  on  tbe  conti- 
neot  of  America,  ihe  Ghtvernor  of  Louisiana  has 
thought  proper  to  exclude  them  from  the  com- 
merce of  that  extensive  province,  unless  they  ab- 
jure their  allegiance  to  His  Majesty,  and  lake  aa 
oath  of  all^tance  to  the  United  Sutes ;  and  the 
same  Governor  has  taken  it  upon  him  to  prohilNt 
the  introduction  of  any  good*  or  nwrehaadiie 
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wfaieb  are  oot  the  properly  of  cttinDs  of  the  Uni- 
<ed  States. 

This  arbitrarjr  proceeding,  besides  being  a  di* 
net  viotatioD  of  .the  Treaty  of  1794,  is  highly  det- 
rimmtal  to  the  private  ioterest  of  the  Canada  mer- 
cJtaatB,  for  it  excludes  them  from  a  coaatry  where 
ibey  hare  been  carrying  od  trade  sncoeufully  for 
D^ny  ytara  without  interruptioa  from  the  Spao- 
ivds,  harioff  lately  pushed  their  commaretal  posts 
•rai  to  the  btnln  or  the  BSjssouii,  and  augmented 
liM  sale  of  their  goods  ia  LoaiaiaiM  to  the  amoaat 
cf  aboat  forty  or  fifty  tboosand  poands  annnally. 

By  the  second  paragraph  of  the  third  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  1794,  *'  it  is  agreed  that  all  goods  and 
merchniaisc,  whose  imponaiioo  into  the  United 
States  diall  not  be  wholly  prohibited,  may  freely, 
#ir  thepu^Kise  of  commerce,  be  carried  into  the 
same  in  the  manner  aforesaid  by  His  Majesty's  sub- 
iecia ;  and  such  goods  or  mercbaadise  sbalt  be  sab- 
Ject  to  DO  higher  duties  than  those  payable  by  citi- 
»DS  of  the  United  States  on  the  importation  of  the 
same  ia  Anaerican  vessels  into  the  Atlantic  ports 
of  the  said  States." 

But,  notwithstanding  this  scipniation,  that  the 
dnties  on  goods  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  Canada  shall  be  no  higher  than  the  duties 
paid  for  th«  goodi  when  imported  in  American 
Trsseliinto  theAttantie  portoof  the  United  States, 
the  eustMn-hoasB  officers  of  the  inland  ports  prac- 
tiM  a  mode  of  estimating  the  duties  on  goods  im- 
ported from  Canada,  which  has  the  effect. of  raising 
the  doty  on  the  prime  cost  of  these  ^oods  to  twen- 
ty-two pounds  per  cent,  instead  of  sixteen  pounds 
tea  shillings  per  cent.,  which  is  the  amount  of  the 
doty  payaoie  for  the  goods,  when  imported  in 
American  vessels  into  the  Atlantie  porta  of  the 
United  States. 

As  these  goods  are  destined  ultimately  for  the 
Indian  market,  this  difference  gives  a  decided  ad- 
notage  in  that  commerce  to  the  citizens  of  the 
Uoited  States  over  the  subjects  of  His  Majesty, 
•antimry  to  the  spirit  and  obriobs  meaning  of  the 
Treaty  of  1794,  the  basis  of  which,  in  all  its  siip- 
oUtions  with  regard  to  the  inland  trade,  were 
impn-tiality,  equality,  and  reciprocity  of  adran- 

he  manner  in  which  this  evasion  of  the  treaty 
is  effected  will  appear  from  the  account  given  of 
it  by  the  Canada  merelunts  in  their  memorial 
ahove  referred  to. 

They  state  that,  by  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States,  all  goods  imported  into  their  terri- 
tory, not  charged  with  a  pariicnlar  duty,  pay  a 
dnty  of  fifteeu  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  excepting 
goods  from  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  and  from  the 
eooniries  beyond  it ;  that,  in  calculating  this  duty, 
tea  per  cent  is  first  added  to  the  prime  cost  of  the 
gooas,  and  the  duty  ^terwards  calculated  on  the 
MKMnt,  in  the  following  manner: 
rrune  cost  in  Europe  .  .  -  .  £100 
Tea  per  eenL  added  -     ...     -  10 

£110 


Fifteen  per  eent.  duty  on  one  hnndred  and  ten 
poudauiouta  lo  aiztm  pounds  ten  •hiUisgs; 


but  that,  ia  estimating  the  duty  on  goods  import- 
ed from  Canada,  the  custom-house  officers  add  ten 
per  cent.,  not  to  the  prime  cost,  but  to  their  value 
at  Montreal,  where  it  is  the  custom  for  merchant* 
to  add  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  to  the 
prime  cost  in  Europe,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  ex- 
pense and  risk  of  transporting  them  so  far ;  that, 
proceeding  on  this  principle,  the  duties  on  goods 
imported  into  the  United  States  from  Canada  are 
calculated  in  the  following  manner : 
Prime  cost  in  Europe      -  £100  00  0 

Additional  charge  at  Montfeal  -     -     33  6  8 


133  6  8 

Additional  ten  per  cent.  -     •     -     13  6  8 


£146  13  4 


Doty  of  fifteen  jwr  cent,  on  one  hundred  and 
fbrty-six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence 
amounts  to  twenty  pounds;  so  that  the  same 
goods  which  pay  a  duty  of  only  sixteen  pounds 
eight  shilling,  when  imported  by  an  American 
dealer,  pay  a  duty  of  twenty-two  pounds,  when 
brought  to  the  same  market  by  a  British  dealer, 
contrary  to  the  obvious  spirit  and  meaniiuF,  and 
to  the  express  stipnlation  ot  the  Treaty  of  1704, 

Under  the  third  head  of  minor  grievances  are 
to  be  classed  the  ftrilowing:  First,  though  British 
subjects  are  entitled,  in  the  terms  of  the  Treaty 
of  1794,  "  freely  to  pass  and  repass  by  land  or  in- 
land navigation  into  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,"  yet  they  are  obliged  to  pay  six  dollars  for 
a  license  to  trade  with  the  Indians  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States  by  the  servant 
of  the  Slates ;  and^  when  they  arrive  at  the  Ame- 
rican ports  in  the  mterior,  they  are  oAen  compel- 
led to  dismiss  tneir  canoe  men,  and  to  hire  others 
at  a  great  expense  and  inconvenience.  Second, 
though  it  is  agreed  in  the  treaty,  "that  do  duties 
shall  be  payable  on  any  goods  which  shall  mere- 
ly be  carried  over  any  of  the  portages  or  carrying 
places,  on  either  side,  for  the  purpose  of  being 
immediately  re-embarked  and  carried  to  some 
other  place  or  places,"  yet  various  attempts  have 
been  made  to  collect  such  duties  at  the  American 
portages,  which  have  at  length  compelled  th« 
British  traders  to  abandon  the  Orande  Poriagty 
and  to  establish  a  new  portageat  Kiminesti  with- 
in the  British  line. 

Though  the  arrangement  of  the  Indian  trade 
by  the  Treaty  of  1794  was  "intended  to  render, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  looal  advantages  of  each 
party  common  to  both,  and  thereby  to  promote  a 
disposition  favorable  to  frieodshipand  good  neigh- 
borhood," yet  the  revenue  officers  of  the  United 
States,  without  considering  the  difficulty  of  ob- 
serving in  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  Canada  those 
r^ulatione  with  regard  to  Che  apfwoach  to  shores 
and  ports  which  are  applienble  to  the  ports  of  the 
ocean,  have,  in  many  instances,  and  in  partieolar 
in  the  ease  of  the  two  batteauz,  stopped  at  Miehi- 
limackinac,  manifested  a  disposition  to  harass  and 
impede  the  trade  of  British  merchants  on  pre- 
tences the  moat  frivolous  and  nnfoaoded,  and  in  a 
manner  equally  vexatioaa  and  injnrions  to  them 
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Mr.  Hadiwii  to  Hmsn.  Monroe  uid  Piukney. 

DfiPAaTUENT  OF  StaTE, 

f^bruary  3, 1807. 

Gbmtlbhem:  The  triplicate  of  four  eommuDi- 
catioD»  of  NoTembn  11,  has  juit  been  received. 
Those  of  September  11,  had  oeen  previoiisly  re- 
ceived  ia  due  time. 

The  tarn  which  the  negotiation  has  taken  was 
not  expecied,  and  excites  as  much  of  regret  as  of 
disappoiatmeDt.  Theconciliatory  spirit  manifested 
on  both  sides,  with  the  apparent  coDsisteocy  of  the 
interests  of  Ctreat  Brilaio,  with  the  right  of  the 
American  flag,  touching  impressments,  seemed 
to  promise  as  much  success  to  your  efforts  on 
that  subject  as  on  the  otbers ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  perseveraDce  of  the  British  Cabinet  in 
resisting  your  reasonable  propositions,  the  hope  is 
not  abandoned  tbat  a  more  enlightened  and  en- 
larged policy  will  finally  overcome  scruples,  which 
doubtless  proceed  more  from  habits  of  opinion 
and  official  caution  than  from  an  unbiassed  regard 
to  all  the  considerations  which  enter  into  the  true 
merits  of  the  question. 

In  the  mean  time,  Ute  President  has,  with  all 
those  friendly  and  conciliatory  dispositions  which 
produced  yonr  mission  and  pervade  your  insiruc* 
tions.  weighed  the  arrangement  held  out  in  your 
last  letter,  which  contemplates  a  formal  adjast- 
ment  of  the  other  topics  under  discussion,  and 
an  ioformal  understandinff  only  on  that  of  im- 

fressment.  The  resalt  of  his  deliberations  which 
am  now  to  state  to  you  is,  that  it  does  not 
comport  with  his  views  of  the  national  senti- 
ment or  the  legislative  policy,  that  aoy  treaty 
'ahotild  be  entCTed  into  with  the  British  Qorern- 
ment  which,  whilst  on  every  other  point  it  ia 
either  limited  to  or  short  of  strict  right,  would 
include  no  article  providing  for  a  case  which, 
both  in  principle  and  in  practice,  is  to  feelingly 
coiueetM  with  the  honor  and  the  sovereignty  of 
the  nation,  as  well  as  with  its  fair  interests,  and, 
indeed,  with  the  peace  of  both  nations. 

The  President  thinks  it  more  eligible,  under  all 
circumstances,  that  if  no  satisfactory  or  format 
stipulation  on  the  subject  of  impressment  be  at- 
tainable, the  negotiation  should  be  made  to  termi- 
nate without  any  formal  compact  whatever,  but 
with  a  mutual  understanding,  founded  on  friend- 
ly and  liberal  discussions  and  explanations,  that 
in  practice  each  party  will  entirely  conform  to 
what  may  be  thus  iniormally  settled.  And  you 
are  authorized,  in  case  an  arrangement  of  this 
kind  shall  be  satis&etory  in  its  suMtance,  to  give 
assurances  that, as  long  as  it  shall  beduly  respeeted 
in  practice  by  the  other  party,  more  particularly 
on  the  subjects  of  neutral  trade  and  impressments, 
it  wiU  be  earnestly,  and  probably  successfully, 
recommended  to  Congress  by  the  President,  not 
to  permit  the  non-importation  act  to  go  into  ope- 
ration. You  are  also  authorized  to  inform  the 
British  Government  that  the  President,  adhering 
10  the  swtiments  which  led  him  to  recommend  to 
Congress  at  the  commeocemeat  of  the  session  a 
auspension  of  tbat  act,  and  trusting  to  the  influ 
«Bee  of  matoal  dispontions  and  interests  in  giving 


an  amicable  issue  to  the  negotiation,  will,  if  no 
intervening  intelligence  forbid,  exercise  toeao- 
thority  vested  in  tum  by  the  act  of  continuing  its 
suspension  from  the  first  day  of  July  to  the  term 
limited  by  the  act,  and  which  will  afford  to  Cm* 
grass,  who  will  then  be  in  session,  the  oi^ntii* 
nity  of  making  dae  provision  for  the  case. 

You  will  perceive  that  this  explanation  of  the 
views  of  the  President  requires,  tbat,  if  previou 
to  the  receipt  of  it,  a  treaty  not  including  an  irti* 
cte  relating  to  impressments  should  have  beta 
concluded,  and  be  on  the  way,  the  British  Con* 
missioners  should  be  candidly  apprized  of  the  rea- 
son for  not  expecting  its  ratification;  and  that, 
on  this  ground,  they  be  invited  to  enter  anew  on 
the  business,  with  an  eye  to  such  a  resalt  as  hu 
just  been  explained  and  authorized.  % 

Having  thus  communicated  the'  ontlines  as- 
signed by  the  President  as  your  guide  in  theia* 
portant  and  delicate  task  on  your  hands,  I  proceed 
to  make  a  few  observations  which  are  si^eW^ 
by  the  contents  of  your  last  despatches,  andwhiA 
may  be  of  use  in  yonr  fnrther  diseoaiioBB  and 
your  fiiul  arrangements. 

Impre»»menU. 

The  British  Government  is  under  an  egregioa 
mistake  in  supposing  tbat  "no  recent  cause* of 
complaint  have  occurred"  on  this  subject.  How 
far  tne  language  of  Mr.  Lyman's  books  may  cona* 
tenance  this  error  I  cannot  say,  but  I  tbiak  it 
probable  that  even  there  the  means  of  correetug 
It  may  be  found. 

In  the  American  seas,  including  the  Westli* 
dies,  the  impressments  have,  perhaps,  at  no  lint 
been  more  numerous  or  vexatious.  It  is  equally 
a  mistake,  therefore,  to  suppose  "  that  no  pr^lw 
inconvenience  can  result  from  the  postponeomi 
of  an  article"  for  this  cause. 

The  remedy  proposed  in  the  note  from  tbeBrii* 
ish  Commissioners,  however  well  intended,  doei 
not  inspire  the  can6dence  here  which  gavehM 
much  value  in  their  judgment.  They  see  ibefr- 
vorable  side  onLy  of  the  character  of  their  ntnl 
commanders.  The  spirit  which  vexes  neutiak 
in  their  maritime  rights  is  fully  understood  br 
neutrals  only.  The  habits  generated  by  navu 
command,  and  the  interest  which  is  felt  in  the 
abuse  of  it,  both  as  respects  captures  and  imfHtss- 
ments,  render  inadequate  every  provision  wbick 
does  not  put  an  end  to  all  discretionary  power  ia 
the  commanders.  As  long  as  the  British  navy 
has  so  complete  an  ascendency  on  the  high  sta^  ; 
its  commanders  have  not  only  an  interest  in  vio- 
lating the  rights  of  neutrals  within  the  limits  t£ 
neutral  patience,  especially  of  those  whose  coia* 
merce  and  mariners  are  unguarded  bj  fleets;  tbtf 
feel,  moreover,  the  strongest  temptation, as isweU 
known  from  the  occasional  language  of  some  of 
them,  to  covet  the  full  range  for  spoliation  opened 
by  a  state  of  war.  The  rich  harvest  promised 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  gives  to  thi) 
cupidity  all  its  force.  Whatever  general  injuriei  I 
might  accrue  to  their  nation,  or  whatever  surplo) 
of  reprisals  mi^ht  result  to  American  croiser^  ll>e 
fortunes  of  British  cxnisers  would  not  be  tbe  »•  , 
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eeriuD  in  the  event  of  hostilities  between  the  two 

BlliOQS. 

Whilst  all  these  considerations  require,  in  our 
behalf,  the  most  precise  and  peremptory  security 
tfuoit  the  propimsities  of  British  naval  com- 
Btanders,  and,  oo  the  tender  sabject  of  impress- 
meat  more  than  any  other,  it  is  impossible  to  find 

auiralent,  or  even  important  motives  on  the  Brit- 
I  side,  for  decHniog  such  a  security.  The  ptop- 
oiiiira  which  you  have  made,  aided  by  the  inter- 
na) regulations  which  the  British  Qovernment  is 
always  free  to  make,  closes  all  the  considerable 
avenues  through  which  its  seamen  can  find  their 
way  into  our  service.  The  oaty  loss,  coosequent- 
ly,  which  could  remain,  would  be  in  the  number 
at  present  in  this  service,  with  a  deduction  of  those 
who  might  from  time  to  time  voluntarily  leave 
it,  or  be  found  within  the  limits  of  Great  Britain, 
or  of  her  possessions ;  and  in  the  pro|K)rtioD  of  this 
reduced  number  who  might  otherwise  be  gained 
by  impressment.  The  emallness  of  this  loss  ap- 
pears from  the  annual  amount  of  impressment, 
which  has  not  exceeded  a  few  hundred  British 
Mameo,  the  great  mass  consisting  of  real  Ameri- 
cans and  of  subjects  of  other  neutral  Powers.  And 
even  from  the  few  British  seamen  ought  to  be  de- 
docted  those  impressed  within  neutral  ports,  where 
it  is  agreed  that  the  proceeding  is  clearly  un- 
lawfal. 

Uader  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  sacrifice 
which  Great  Britain  would  make  dwindles  to  the 
merest  trifle;  or,  rather,  there  is  just  reason  to 
beUeve  that,  instead  of  a  loss,  she  would  find  an 
actual  gain,  in  the  excess  of  the  deserters  who 
woold  ba  surraqdered  by  the  United  Stales,  over 
the  number  actually  recoverable  by  impress- 
meat. . 

In  practice,  therefore,  Great  Britain  would 
make  no  sacrifice  by  acceding  to  our  terms ;  and 
her  principle,  if  not  expressly  saved  by  a  recital, 
as  it  easily  ndight  be,  would,  in  effect,  be  so  by  the 
tenor  of  the  arrangement ;  inasmuch  as  she  would 
obtain,  for  her  forbearance  to  exercise  what  she 
deems  a  right,  a  riebt  to  measures,  on  our  part, 
which  we  have  a  rignt  to  refuse ;  she  would,  con- 
seqnentlv.  merely  exchange  one  right  for  another  *, 
she  would  also,  by  such  a  forbearance,  violate  no 
personil  right  of  individuals  under  her  protection. 
The  United  States,  on  the  oiher  hand,  in  yielding 
10  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  on  this  subject, 
woold  necessarily  surrender  what  they  deem  an 
essential  right  of  their  flag,  and  of  their  sovereign- 
ty, without  even  acquiring  any  new  right ;  would 
violate  the  rights  of  the  individuals  under  the 
protection  of  both,  and  exfMse  their  native  citi- 
zens to  all  thecalamitous  mistakes,  voluntary  and 
iovduntarf,  of  which  experience  gives  such  for- 
cible warning. 

1  take  for  granted  that  you  have  not  failed  to 
make  due  use  of  the  arrangement  concerted  by 
Mr,  King  with  Lord  Hawkesbury,  in  the  year 
1S03,  for  settling  the  question  of  impressments. 
On  that  occasion^  and  under  that  Administration, 
the  British  principle  was  fairly  renounced  in  fa- 
vor of  our  flag.  Lord  Hawkesbury  having  agreed 
le  prohibit  imptcssoMiit  allogatlier  on  the  high 


seas,  and  Lord  St.  Vincentrequiring  nothing  mora 
than  an  exception  of  the  narrow  seas— an  excep- 
tion resting  oo  the  obsolete  claim  of  Great  Britain 
to  some  peculiar  dominion  over  them— 1  bava 
thought  it  nol  amiss  to  enclose  another  extiMt 
from  Mr.  King's  letter  giving  an  account  of  thak 
transaction. 

In  the  note  of  November  8,  from  the  British 
Commissioners,  the  security  held  out  tothecrewa 
of  our  vessels  is,  that  instructions  have  been  given, 
and  vnU  be  repeated,  for  enforcing  the  greatest 
caution,  &c.  If  the  future  instructions  are  to  be- 
repetitions  of  the  past,  we  well  know  the  ineffiea- 
cy  of  them.  Any  instructions  which  are  to  an- 
swer the  purpose,  mustdifier  essentially  from  the 
past,  both  in  their  tenor  and  their  sanctions.  In 
case  an  informal  arrangement  should  be  substi- 
tuted for  a  regular  stipulation,  it  may  reasonaUy 
be  expected  nom  the  candor  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment that  the  instructions  on  which  we  are 
to  rely  should  be  communicated  to  you. 

Colonial  Tirade. 
It  may  reasonably  be  expected  that  on  this  sub- 
ject the  British  Government  will  not  persist  is 
attempting  to  place  the  United  States  on  a  worse 
footiog  than  Russia.  In  agreeing  to  coosider  the 
storiog  for  a  month,  and  changing  .the  ship,  as  a 
naturalization  of  the  property^  the  concession 
would  be  on  our  side,  not  on  theirs;  and  in  mak- 
ing this  a  condition  on  which  alone  we  could  trade 
with  enemies'  colonies,  even  directly  to  and  from 
our  own  ports,  beyond  the  amount  of  our  own 
consumption,  we  should  make  every  sacrifice 
short  of  a  complete  abandonment  of  ourprinci- 
l^e,  while  their  would  retain  as  much  of  their 
pretension  as  is  compatible  with  any  sacrifice 
whatever ;  a  pretension,  toa  which  they  have  in 
so  many  ways  fairly  precluded  themselves  from 
now  maintaining.  In  addition  to  the  many  au- 
thorities for  this  remark,  already  known  to  yoHj 
you  will  find  one  of  the  highest  grade  in  5th  vol. 
■of  Tomlin's  edition  of  Brown's  Cases  io  Parlia- 
ment, p.  328,  Hendricks  and  others  against  Cun- 
ningham and  others,  where  it  was  expressly  ad- 
mitted by  the  House  of  Lords,  in  a  war  case  be- 
fore them,  that it  is  now  established,  by  repeated 
determinations,  that  neither  ships  nor  cargoes,  the 
property  of  subjects  of  neutral  Powers,  either  go- 
ing to  trade  at  or  coming  from  the  Freocb  yfeat 
India  islands,  with  cargoes  purchased  there,  are 
liable  lo  capture;  and,  therefore,  when  a  ship 
and  cargo  so  eircnmsunced  are  seized  and  con- 
demned, the  seizure  and  eoodemtiation  shall  be 
reversed,  and  the  value  of  the  ship  and  cargo 
accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  owners  by  the  cap- 
tors." 

As  it  has  ^nerally  happened  that  the  British 
instructions  issued  to  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts 
and  naval  commanders  have  not  come  first  to 
light  in  British  prints,  I  enclose  one  of  November 
1^  which  has  just  made  its  appearance  in  ours. 
As  it  relates  to  the  present  subject  it  claims  atten- 
tion, as  a  proof  that  all  question  as  to  the  l^lity 
of  tne  voyage,  in  a  Russian  trade  with  the  ene- 
niei  of  Great  Britain,  is  excluded,  by  limiting 
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the  right  of  capture  to  cases  where  the  inaacence 
or  ownership  of  the  articles  are  questioned.  The 
instruction  may  at  least  be  considered  as  coexten- 
sive in  its  farorabte  import  with  the  article  in  the 
Russian  Treaty,  which  jrou  have  bten  authorized 
to  admit  into  your  arrangements;  and  in  that 
view,  as  well  as  on  aecount  of  its  date,  the  ie- 
itroetioa  may  furnish  a  eODTeuient  topic  of  argu- 
ment or  ezpmtalalion. 

If  the  Britiah  CtoTemmeDl  once  eoosent  that 
the  United  States  may  make  their  ports  a  medium 
«f  trade  between  the  colonies  of  its  enemieti  and 
other  countries,  belligerent  as  well  as  neutral,  why 
•hould  there  be  a  wish  to  clof  it  with  the  regula- 
tiom  suggested  7  Why  not,  id  faet,  consent  to  a 
direct  trade  by  our  merchants  between  those  colo- 
nies and  all  other  countries?  Is  it  (hat  the  price 
may  be  a  little  raised  on  the  consumers  by  the 
circuit  of  the  voyage  and  the  charges  incident  to 
the  port  regulations  t  This  gaonot  be  presumed. 
Witn  respect  to  the  enemies  of  Oreat  Britain, 
the  object  would  be  unimpoTtaut.  With  respect 
to  her  neutral  friends,  it  would  not  be  a  legitimate 
object.  Must  not  the  answer,  then,  be  sought  in 
the  mere  policy  of  lessening  the  eompetitim  with, 
and  thereby  favoring  the  price  or  British  ana 
other  colonial  jHoductions  re-exported  by  British 
■nerchaniK  from  British  ports ;  and  soogbt,  conne- 
quentty,  not  in  a  belligerent  right,  or  even  in  a 
policy  merely  betligereot,  but  in  one  which  has 
no  origin  or  plea  but  thoie  of  eommereial  jeal- 
oosy  and  monopoly? 

Blockadta. 

On  this  subject  it  is  fortunate  that  Oreat  Brit- 
ain has  already,  in  a  formal  commuoieatioD,  ad- 
mitted the  principle  for  which  we  contend.  It 
will  be  only  necessary,  therefore,  to  hold  her  to 
the  true  sense  of  her  own  act.  The  words  of  the 
eommnnieatioo  are.  "  that  vessab  most  be  warned 
not  to  enter."  Tne  term  "warn"  technically 
imports  a  distinction  between  an  individual  no- 
tiee  to  vessels  and  a  general  notice  by  proclama- 
tion or  diplomatic  commnnieation ;  and  the  term 
**not  to  enter"  equally  distinguishes  a  notice  at  or 
-very  near  the  blockaded  port,  from  a  notice 
directed  against  the  original  destination  or  the 
apparent  intention  of  a  vessel  nowise  approaching 
aoeha  port. 

Marginal  Jurisdiction  on  the  High  Setu. 

There  could  surely  be  no  pretext  for  allowing 
less  than  a  marine  league  from  the  shore,  that 
being  the  narrowest  allowauce  found  in  any  au- 
thoiTties  OD  the  law  of  nations.  If  any  nation 
ean  fairly  claim  a  greater  extent,  the  United 
States  ^ve  pleas  which  cannot  be  rejected ;  and 
if  any  nation  is  more  particalarlf  bound  by  its 
own  example  not  to  contot  our  claim,  Oreat  Bril> 
ain  must  be  so  br  the  extent  of  her  own  claims  to 
Jurisdiction  on  the  seas  which  surround  her.  It 
11  hoped,  at  least,  that  within  the  extent  of  one 
league  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  an  effeetnal  pro- 
hiMion  of  British  shiM  of  war  from  repeating 
the  irregularities  which  have  ao  much  vexed  out 
comauna  and  provoked  the  pablie  resentmoi^ 


and  against  which  an  article  in  your  instractioii 
emphatically  provides.  It  cannot  be  tooearaeN- 
ly  pressed  on  the  British  Oovernmeot,  ibst  iaap- 
plying  the  remedy  copied  from  regulations  here- 
tofore enforced  against  a  violation  of  the  D«tiat 
rights  of  British  harbors  and  eoas^  DOthingmoR 
will  be  done  than  what  is  essential  to  the  prewr- 
vation  of  harmony  between  the  two  nations.  Is 
no  ease  is  the  temptation  or  the  facility  greaierio 
ships  of  war  for  annoyiogoar  commerce,  thai ii 
their  hovering  oo  our  coasu  and  abont  oar  ha^ 
bors;  nor  is  the  naitooal  sensibility  in  any  cue 
more  justly  or  more  highl;^  excited  than  bysoeb 
insults.  The  communicatioDs  lately  made  to  Kr. 
Monroe,  with  respect  to  the  eoodnct  of  British 
commanders,  even  within  our  own  waieTi,iria 
strengthen  the  claim  for  such  an  arrangmeotM 
this  subject,  and  for  such  new  orders  from  tU 
British  Government,  as  will  be  a  satisfactory 
curity  against  future  causes  of  complaint. 

East  and  Wut  India  T^vdet. 

If  the  West  India  trade  cannot  be  putonivck 
footing  as  is  authorized  by  your  insiruetioa^  ii 
will  be  evidently  beat  to  leare  it  as  ft  is,  aiM  o( 
course  with  a  freedom  to  either  party  to  make 
such  relations  as  may  be  justified  by  ifaoac  d 
the  other. 

With  respect  to  the  East  India  trade,  yoi  will 
find  a  very  nsefol  light  thrown  on  it  in  lbs  le- 
marks  of——,  of  which  several  copies  werefw* 
warded  In  Getter.  They  will  confirm  to  yoe 
the  impolicy,  as  explained  in  your  instmettoDt,n 
putting  the  trade  under  the  regulations  admitted 
in  the  Treaty  of  1794.  The  general  footiiijr  of 
other  nations  in  peace  with  Oreat  Britain  will  fc* 
clearlv  more  advantageous ;  and  on  this  footuf 
it  will  be  well  to  ieave  or  place  it,  if  no  pect^ 
advantages,  of  which  there  are  iatimatiooe  in 
remarks,  ean  be  obtained. 

Indemnificatums, 

The Justice  of  these  ought  to  be  admitted  faf 
Oreat  Britain  whenever  the  claim  is  founded  oi 
violations  of  our  rights,  as  they  may  be  recogniw 
in  any  new  arrangement  or  uodentandiog  be- 
tween the  parties.  But  in  cases,  of  which  tfam 
are  many  examples,  where  the  claim  issupponn 
by  principles  which  she  never  contested,  the  Brit- 
ish Government  ought  to  have  too  much  resped 
for  its  professions  and  its  reputation  to  faesiutcil 
concurring  in  a  prorision  analogous  to  that  her^ 
tofore  adopted. 

It  it.  not  satisfactory  to  allege  that  in  all  son 
cases  redress  may  be  attained  in  the  ordiauT 
course  of  judicial  proceedings.  If  this  were  Irt^ 
there  would  be  sound  policy,  as  well  a*  tmeeqii' 
ty  and  economy,  in  transferring  the  com|tottt 
from  partial  tribunals,  occupied  withagreatiuit 
of  other  cases,  to  a  joint  tribuoal  ezelasirdy 
charged  with  this  special  trust.  But  it  is  nottrW 
that  redreas  is  attainable  in  the  ordinary 
justice,  and  under  the  actual  constittttioB  aad 
rules  of  the  tribuimls  which  administer  it  in  caKS 
of  captures.  Of  this  the  fiwts  within  r<»r 
ledge,  and  partlenlarly  sobh  which  ban  m* 
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Ittriy  trtDimitled  to  Mr.  Moorm,  sre  ample  and 
•irikiDg  proofs,  and  will  donbtlcM  derire,  from 
the  manner  of  your  preMntiag  them,  all  the  forca 
wkb  which  thej  can  appeal  to  the  sentiments  and 
imaeipies  which  ooght  to  gaide  the  policf  of  an 
califfhteBed  natioii.  I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

Ibt  Hsdieon  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney. 

Dbpasthght  or  State, 
Mijxh  18, 1807. 
OsKTLSHEN :  Tour  despatch  of  January  3d, 
with  the  treaty  signed  December  Slst,  with  the 
British  Commissioners,  were  safdy  delirered  on 
the  15th  instant ;  your  letter  of  Decemher  27th, 
nottfyiag  the  approach  of  that  erent.  had  been 
previously  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  a 
communication  of  the  President  to  Consress,  then 
in  session.  A  copy  of  the  instrument  to  its  actual 
form,  with  the  declaration  of  the  British  Com- 
missioners DO  signing  it,  was  received  by  Mr. 
Brskioe  oo  the  day  of  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress, and  communicated  by  him  to  the  Bzecu- 
tire. 

The  observations  relating  to  the  whole  subject, 
as  it  is  now  presented,  with  such  instructions  in 
detail  as  will  explain  ibe  views  of  the  Presideat, 
will  be  prepared  with  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
and  transmitted  by  Mr.  Purviance,  who  holds 
hiniself  in  readiness  to  be  the  bearer. 

For  the  present,  I  am  charged  by  the  President 
to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  February  3d,  and  to 
signi^r  bis  desire  that  the  oegotiatioa  may  pro- 
ceed to  the  form  therein  stated,  but  withont  being 
brought  to  an  absolute  eonclusion,  until  further 
instructions  shall  arrive. 

You  will  conform  also  to  the  views  of  the  Pres- 
ident, io  forbearing  to  enter  into  any  couveotionat 
imi]^emeats  with  the  British  Government  which 
shall  embrace  a  trade  or  intercourse  of  its  subjects 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  any  part  of  the  terri- 
tories westward  of  the  Mississippi,  onder  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States.  Considerations 
derived  from  a  recent  knowledge  of  the  state 
of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  that  extensive 
region,  irresistibly  oppose  the  admission  of  for- 
eign traders  ioto  it. 

I  hare  ooly  to  add,  that  a  ProcIamatioD  will 
innfflediately  issue,  suspending  the  non-importa- 
tion measure  until  (be  next  session  of  Congress. 
This  will  be  a  sufficient  evidence  to  the  British 
Government  of  the  conciliatory  sentiments  of  the 
Presicleolf  and  of  his  sincere  desire  that  no  cir- 
cumstance whatever  may  obstruct  the  prosecu- 
tion of  experiments  for  putting  an  end  to  differ- 
ences which  ought  oo  longer  to  exist  between  two 
nations  baviog  so  manv  motives  to  establish  and 
cherish  mutual  frieodsnip. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

JAMBS  MADISON. 

The  AmnicaB  Mmistrrt  to  Lord  Howiek. 

LoNDOii,  March  14, 1807. 
MtLord:  In  oonformity  with  the  intiaaatioB 
vUeh  yoar  LoriUip  wai  m  good  as  to  Hialce  as 


at  a  late  interview.  relatiTe  to  eeruio  claiiB*  and 
prize  causes  which  had  been  brot^ht  into  discos- 
sion,  io  the  course  of  the  late  negotiation  between 
His  Majesty's  Commisslonen  and  those  of  the 
United  States,  we  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  note  to  Lord  Hol- 
land and  Lord  Auckland,io  which  those  claimsand 
prize  causes  are  fully  explained.  It  is  proper  to 
add,  that  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty, 
it  was  dbtioctly  understood  between  the  Com- 
missioners on  both  sides  that  this  subject  was  not 
to  be  affected  by  it,  but  was  to  remain  eompletelf 
open  for  future  adjustment. 

We  leave  it,  upon  the  statement  contained  in 
that  note,  and  the  document  to  which  it  refers,  in 
perfect  confidence  that  it  will  be  viewed  by  your 
Lordship  with  the  interest  which  belongs  to  it; 
and  tlwt  everything  which  is  suitable  to  the  high 
and  honorable  character  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
emment,  and  the  intt  claims  of  the  United  States^ 
will  be  dona  in  relation  to  it  as  promptly  as  cii^ 
cnmstanees  will  permit. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  lAird,  yonr  Loid- 
ship's  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 

JAMKS  MONROE, 
WM.  PU^KMEY. 

Lord  Viscount  Howioe,  dbc. 

Referred  to  in  Oe  preceding  note  to  Uie  Biitblk 
Minwter.] 

Messrs,  Monroe  and  Knkney  to  Lord  Holland  and 
Lord  Auoland. 

LoMnoN,  Augtut  20, 1806. 

The  undersigned.  Commissioners  Extraordina- 
ry and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  think  it  necessary  to  give  (o  Lord  Hol- 
land and  Lord  Auckland,  the  Commissioners  Ex- 
traordinarv  aod  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty, 
a  brief  explanation  in  writing  of  the  claims,  which 
they  have  already  had  the  honor  to  mention  to 
(heir  Lordships  in  a  recent  conference,  of  sundry 
American  citizens,  for  suitable  compensation  for 
losses  and  damages  sustained  in  the  course  of  the 
present  war,  by  reason  of  irregular  or  illegal  cap- 
tures or  condemnation  of  their  vessels  and  other 
property ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  call  theatten- 
tion  of  their  Lordships  to  the  situation  of  cer- 
tain prize  causes,  arising  out  of  some  of  these 
captures,  now  depending  in  the  tribunals  of  this 
country.  .  . 

The  undersigned  are  happy  io  having  ii  in 
their  power  to  state,  that,  accordioe  to  the  infor- 
mation they  have  been  able  to  obtain,  such  of 
these  claims  as  relate  to  captures,  which,  from 
causes  peculiar  to  themselves,  have  excited  in 
America  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  sensi- 
bility, are  not  so  considerable  in  number  as  at  first 
was  supposed. 

The  complaints  of  this  description,  to  which 
the  undersigned  would  particnlarlv  invite  the  at- 
tention of  tbeir  Lordships,  have  been  produced 
by  seizures  as  prize,  made  in  direct  violation  of 
roles  of  maritime  practice,  previously  declared  by 
His  Majesty's  CMrerament  to  the  Qoveinmentof 
the  United  States;  and  in  no  degree  revoked  or 
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affected  bjr  aaf  arraD^ment  between  them,  or 
even  by  any  ootificatioa  that  thejr  were  about  to 
be  abandooed. 

Of  these  seizures  ibe  most  important,  and  in 
erery  riew  the  most  interesting,  were  made  in 
the  year  1805,  and  in  ibe  early  part  of  the  year 
1806,  of  the  ships  and  merchandise  of  American 
citizens,  upon  the  pretension,  that  the  voyages  in 
which  they  were  engaged  were  dtrecl  or  contin- 
uous between  the  colonies  of  His  Majesty's  ene- 
mies and  some  port  in  Europe. 

Although  it  is  certain,  that  the  Gkirernmeni  of 
the  United  States  has  nerer  admitted  that  ille- 
gality can  be  imputed  to  such  a  trade,  eTen  when 
confessedly  coutmuoas  or  direct,  and  bad  cod- 
eluded  that  the  qnestioa  bad  been  otherwise  for- 
mally settled  in  its  favor ;  the  undersized  be- 
lieve it  to  be  unnece»sary  to  bring  that  point  into 
view  with  any  reference  to  the  cases  now  under 
consideration.  It  is  sufficient  to  state  that,  at  the 
date  of  these  seizures,  the  merchants  of  the  Uniled 
States  did  eiplicitly  understand,  and  were  justi* 
fied  in  a  conndent  belief,  founded,  not  only  upon 
antecedent  practice,  but  upon  a  formal  communi- 
cation, in  the  year  1801,  to  the  American  Minister 
in  London  from  His  Majesty's  principal  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs, 
that  the  circumstances  by  which  these  voyages 
were  accompanied  had  been  and  were  distinctly 
admitted  by  the  British  Government  and  by  Brit- 
ish Courts  of  Prize,  to  break  their  continuity,  and 
render  them  unquestionably  lawful. 

The  following  detail  will  show,  more  precisely, 
the  nature  and  effect  of  the  commuoication  to 
which  the  undersigned  allude. 

The  public  and  private  armed  ships  of  this 
country  having  seized  American  vessels,  bound 
from  the  United  States  to  the  Spanish  West  In- 
dies, on  the  pretext  that  their  cargoes  consisted  of 
articles  of  the  growth  of  Spain,  then  at  war  with 
Gkeat  Britain,  and  the  Vice  Admiralty  Court  of 
Nassau  having  condemned  the  cargo  of  one  of 
these  vessels  upon  that  pretext,  Mr.  King,  in  a 
note  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  of  the  13th  of  March, 
1801,  remonstrated  against  these  acts  as  palpable 
abuses.  The  subject  of  this  remonstrance  was 
immediately  referred  to  the  King's  Advocate, 
whose  report  of  the  16tb  of  March,  1801,  after 
declaring  that  the  sentence  of  the  Vice  Admi- 
ralty Court  was  erroneous,  concluded  with  the 
following  exposition  of  the  law,  as  understood  in 
Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  commerce  of  neu- 
trals with  belligerents  and  their  colonies:  "It  is 
now  distinctly  understood,  end  has  been  repeat- 
edly 80  decided  by  the  High  Court  of  Appeal,  that 
the  produce  of  the  colonies  of  the  enemy  may 
be  imported  by  a  neutral  into  bis  own  country, 
and  may  be  re-exported  from  thence,  even  to  the 
mother  country  of  such  colony ;  and,  in  like  man- 
ner, the  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  mother 
country  may,  in  this  circuitous  mode,  legally  find 
tbeir  way  to  the  colonies.  The  direct  trade,  how- 
ever, between  the  mother  country  and  its  colonies 
has  not,  I  apprehend,  been  recognised  as  legal, 
cither  by  Hu  fifajesty's  Oorernment,  oi  by  his 
tribunals. 


"  What  is  8  direct  trade,  or  what  amonnu  to  aa 
intermediate  importation  ioio  the  oeulrd  couatry, 
may  sometimes  be  a  question  of  some  difficaUf. 
A  general  definition  of  either,  applicable  to  ail 
cat>n,  cannot  well  be  laid  down.  The  quettioa 
must  depend  upon  the  particolat  cireumsltaeei 
of  each  case.  Perhaps  the  mere  touching  is  the 
neutral  country  to  take  fiesh  clearances  may  pro^ 
erly  be  considered  as  a  fraudulent  evasion,  and  ii 
in  effect  the  direct  trade;  but  the  High  Couitof 
Admiralty  has  expressly  decided,  (and  I  see  no 
reason  to  expect  that  the  Court  of  Appeal  will 
vary  the  rule,)  that  landing  the  goods  and  psying 
the  duties  in  the  neutral  country  breaks  the  eoa- 
tiouity  of  the  voyage,  and  is  sucn  au  impomUoa 
as  legalizes  the  trade,  although  the  goods  beI^ 
shipped  in  the  same  vessel,  and  on  account  of  tbe 
same  neutral  proprietors,  and  be  forwarded  for 
sale  to  the  mother  country  or  the  colony."  | 

An  extract  from  this  report,  containing  the  fo»- 

foing  passage,  was  transmitted  by  the  Dake  of 
ortfaod,  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  March,  1801, 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 
His  Grace's  letter  concludes  thus: 

"  In  order,  therefore,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  iacOD- 
veniences  arising  from  these  erroneous  sentence 
of  the  Vice  Admiralty  Courts,  I  have  the  hotwr 
to  signify  to  your  Lordships  the  King's  pleasitn 
that  a  communication  of  the  doctrine  laid  down 
in  the  said  report  should  be  immediately  made  by  , 
your  Lordships  to  the  several  judges  presiding  ii  , 
them,  setting  forth  what  is  held  to  be  the  law  j 
upon  the  subject  by  the  superior  tribunals,  for  I 
their  future  guidance  and  direction." 

On  the  llih  of  April,  1801,  Lord  Hawkesbory  | 
communicated  to  Mr.  Kintr,  for  the  ioformation  ' 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  a  copy 
of  the  above  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Portland,  wbieli 
is  stated  by  his  Lordship  to  have  been  written  by 
His  Majesty's  command,  in  consequence  of  Mr. 
King's  representation  of  the  preceding  monili, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  extract  from  there- 
port  of  the  King's  Advocate,  referred  to  in  his 
Grace's  letter,  and  already  above  quoted.  Upw 
the  receipt  of  this  communication,  Mr.  KiU 
transmitted  it  to  his  Government,  in  a  letter (« 
which  a  copy  is  annexed)  containing  the  foUo*" 
ing  observations:  "I  take  the  liberty  of  so^eri- 
ing  the  expediency  of  publishing  these  copies  is 
our  newspapers,  as  the  most  expeditious  meaas of 
communicating  the  same  to  the  craisiog  shipsa^ 
privateers  ia  tne  American  seas.  Having  inti- 
mated this  suggestion  to  Lord  Hawkesbury,  before 
he  prepared  and  sent  me  his  answer,  there  can  be 
no  exceptions  here  against  such  a  publication- 
The  publication  was  directed,  and  took  place  •^ 
cordingly. 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that  Lord  Hu- 
land  and  Lord  Auckland  will  at  once  pereeire 
that  the  report  of  the  King's  Advocate,  thus  uM- 
quivocally  adopted  by  His  Majesty's  Goveraaicil| 
and  communicated,  as  an  act  to  be  respected  aad 
confided  in,  throneh  the  Ametican  Hioister  u 
the  OoTonment  of  the  United  States,  and  fiutUr 
to  their  citizens  and  to  Europe,  throu^  the  me- 
diam  (rf'  a  publiettion  expected  and  anthaniNi 
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eumoi,  ID  any  fair  coDstruction,  be  viewed  as  any- 
thing short  of  a  formal  declaration  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain, "  that  the  landing  of  the  cargo  and 
the  payment  of  the  duties  in  the  neutral  country 
woofd  be  considered  as  Imlizing  the  eircnilons 
tiade,  eren  between  a  belligerent  and  its  own 
colonies." 

The  praetice  during  the  late,  and  the  two  first 
years  of  the  present  war,  was  in  perfect  confor- 
mity with  this  document  and  by  that  conforraity 
increased  its  authority,  and  furnished  an  addi- 
tional justification,  if  any  had  been  retjaired,  for 
a  dependence  upon  the  doctrine  which  it  had  an- 
nounced. 

Id  the  Snmmer  of  1805,  however,  when  a  large 
amount  of  AmericEm  property  was  afloat,  unde- 
niably entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  above  rule, 
and  committed  to  the  hish  seas  under  an  implicit 
reliance  upon  a  strict  adherence  to  it,  the  rule  was 
niddenly  abandoned,aDd  British  croisers  fell  upon 
this  trade,  thus  sanctioned  by  the  express  admis- 
sion, as  well  as  by  the  acquiescence  of  their  Got- 
eniment;  and  these  captures  are  understood  to 
have  reeeired  the  highest  judicial  sanction. 

The  undersigned  have  no  desire  to  dwell  npon 
this  subject.  They  are  eonvineed  that  the  liberal 
and  equitable  sentiments  which  distingaisb  His 
Majesty's  Goremment,  render  onnecessary  the 
further  explanations  of  which  it  is  susceptible. 
Referring  to  two  notes  from  the  undersigned,  Mr. 
Monroe  to  Lord  Mulgrave,  of  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1805.  and  to  Mr.  Pox,  of  the  25tE  of  Febru- 
ary, 1806,  the  undersigned  have  onlj  to  declare 
their  sincere  conviction  that  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment will  not  fail  to  nee  in  the  facts,  which 
they  have  had  the  honor  to  state,  an  irresistible 
calf  upon  it  to  repair  the  injurious  effects  of  these 
seizures.  As  to  the  few  cases  of  this  class  now 
depending  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Appeal,  or  in  other  prize  couru  of  His  Majesty, 
the  underaigned  feel  assured  that  meaAires  will 
be  taken  to  «ause  them  to  be  favorably  disposed 
of^  and  that  soitable  reparation  will  moreover  be 
secured  to  the  parties  injured  for  the  loss  and 
damage  they  have  sustained.  The  andersigned 
have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  list  of  all 
the  cases  or  this  class,  in  which  are  distinguished 
sach  uare  atill  judicially  depending. 

The  next  class  of  these  cases  (of  which  lists 
and  estimates  will  hereafter  be  furnished)  com- 
prehends captures,  daring  the  existing  war,  con- 
trary to  the  tenor  of  a  letter  of  the  5tb  January, 
1804,  from  Sir  Evan  Nepean  to  Mr.  Hammond, 
on  the  subject  of  the  blockade  of  Martinique  and 
Goadaloupe,  of  which  a  copy  was  enclosed  in  a 
letter  of  me  13th  of  April,  1804,  from  Mr.  Merry 
to  Mr.  Madison,  of  both  of  which  letters  copies 
are  herewith  transmitted. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  complain 
that  they  have  suffered  seyerely^y  captures,  in 
TiolatioD  of  the  rules  laid  down  with  so  much 
fiurness  and  precision  in  this  communication ;  and 
that,  where  condemnations  haye  not  followed, 
compensation  equivalent  to  the  actual  loss  has 
not  been,  and  cannot  be,  procured  in  the  ordinary 
eonrse  by  any  exertions  on  their  part.  The  pre- 


text for  some  of  these  captures  has  been  the  breach 
of  an  alleged  blockade  of  Martinique  or  Gaada- 
loupe ;  for  others,  the  breach  of  an  iraagioarT 
blockade  of  Curracoa ;  and,  for  others,  the  Breach 
of  an  equally  imaginary  blockade  of  other  ports 
and  places.  In  all  these  cases,  either  the  actual 
inrestment  of  the  particular  port  was  wantinjg,  or 
the  ressel,  seized  for  an  nnputed  criminal  ^ti- 
nation  to  it,  had  not  been  warned  as  required. 
The  just  extent  of  these  claims  the  undersigned 
are  not  able  to  slate,  but  they  presume  that  it  can- 
not be  considerable. 

The  only  remaining  elaims  which  are  reduci- 
ble to  any  precise  class,  are  those  which  relate  to 
captures  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  Of  these,  as  well  as  some  others 
of  a  miscellaneous  nature,  which  the  undersigned 
have  not  at  preseot  the  means  of  presenting  dis- 
tinctly to  Lord  Holland  and  Lord  Auckland,  lists 
shall  hereafter  be  prepared  and  laid  before  their 
lordships,  accompanied  by  suitable  explanations. 

The*nndersigned  request  Lord  Holland  and 
Lord  Auckland  to  accept  the  assurance  of  their 
perfect  consideration. 

JAS.  MONROE. 
WM.  PINKNEY. 


Mr.  Erskini^  Envoy,  Ax.,  of  Great  Britain*  to  Mr. 

Madison. 
Wasbinoton,  March  18, 1807. 

Sir:  I  am  charged  by  His  Majesty  to  express 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  His  Ma- 
jesty's perfect  confidence  in  their  good  sense  and 
firmness  in  resisting  the  unjust  pretensions  con- 
tained in  the  decree  issued  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment at  Berlin,  on  the  21st  November,  which,  if 
suffered  to  take  effect,  must  prove  so  destructive 
10  the  commerce  of  all  neutral  nations. 

His  Majesty  has  teamed  that  the  measures  an- 
nounced in  this  decree  have  already,  in  some  in- 
sunces,  been  carried  into  execution  by  the  priva- 
teers of  the  enemy,  and  there  conld  be  no  doubt 
that  His  Majesty  would  have  an  indisputable 
right  to  exercise  a  just  retaliation.  Neutral  na- 
tions cannot,  indeed,  expect  that  the  King  should 
suffer  the  commerce  of  his  enemies  to  be  carried 
on  through  them,  while  they  submit  to  the  prohi- 
bition wnich  France  has  decreed  against  the 
commerce  of  His  Majesty's  subjects.  But  though 
this  right  of  retaliation  would  unquestionably  ac- 
crue to  His  Majesty,  yet  His  Majesty  is  unwilling, 
except  in  the  last  extremity,  to  have^ecourse  to 
measures  which  must  prove  so  distressing  to  all 
nations  not  engaged  in'  the  war  against  France. 

His  Majesty,  therefore,  with  that  forbearance 
and  moderation  whieh  have  at  all  times  distia*' 
guished  his  conduct,  has  determined,  for  the  pres- 
ent, to  confine  himself  to  the  exercise  of  the  power 
given  hira  by  his  decided  naval  superiority,  in 
such  a  manner  only  as  is  authorized  by  the  ac- 
knowledged principles  of  ihe  law  of  nations,  and 
has  issued  an  order  for  preventing  all  commerce, 
from  port  to  port,  of  his  enemies,  cotnpreheodiog 
in  this  order  not  only  the  ports  of  France,  bat 
|hose  of  other  nations,  as,  either  in  alliance  with 
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France,  oriabject  to  her  dominioo,  hare,  hj  mea- 
•ur<B  of  actife  offeoee,  or  by  the  ejclasion  of 
British  ships,  taken  a  part  in  the  preseot  war. 

His  Majesty  feels  aa  eatire  confidence  that  the 
moderatioD  and  justice  of  this  conduct  will  be 
duly  appreciated  by  the  tJnited  States,  and  has 
charged  me  to  express  to  their  Government,  in 
the  strongest  terms,  the  regret  he  has  experienced 
in  being  thus  compelled,  in  his  own  defence,  to 
•c|  in  a  manner  which  must  prove,  in  some  de- 
gree, embarrassing  to  the  commerce  of  neutral 
nations,  and  his  sincere  desire  to  avoid  any 
stronger  measures,  to  which  however,  if  the  injus- 
tice and  aggression  of  his  enemies  should  not  be 
resisted  by  those  nations  whose  rights  and  inter- 
ests are  invaded  by  so  &kgrant  a  violation  of  all 

Eiblic  law,  it  may  be  ultimately  necessary  for  the 
iug  to  have  recourse. 

X  nave  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
Mniideration,  lir,  your  obedient  servant 

D.  M.  BRSEINB. 


Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Enkine. 

DiPARTHBHT  OF  StATE, 

March  20, 1807. 

Sib  :  I  have  laid  before  the  President  vour  let- 
ter of  the  IStb  instant,  communicatiDg  the  views 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty  in  relation  to  the  French 
decree  of  November  21, 1806,  and  to  the  principle 
of  retaliation,  through  the  commerce  of  the  neu- 
Uala  who  may  submit  to  the  operation  of  that 
decree,  as  also  the  measure  aciuaity  taken,  of  other 
nations,  as,  either  in  alliance  with  France,  or  sub- 
ject to  her  dominioo,  have,  by  measaree  of  active 
offence^  or  by  the  exclusion  of  British  ships,  taken 
■  part  in  the  present  war. 

The  President  cannot  be  insensible,  sir,  to  the 
friendship  and  confidence  towards  the  United 
States  which  are  si^ified  by  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty in  this  coramuoicaiion.  In  making  this 
acknowledgment,  however,  the  President  consid- 
ers it  not  less  incumbent  on  bim,  to  reserve  for  a 
state  of  things  which  it  is  hoped  may  never  occur, 
the  right  of  discussing  the  l^ality  of  anv  particu- 
lar measures  to  which  resort  may  be  tuid,  on  a 
around  of  retaliation.  At  this  time,  it  would  suf- 
fice to  observe,  that  it  remains  to  be  more  folly 
ascertained  in  what  sense  the  decree  in  question 
will  be  explained,  and  to  what  extent  it  will  he 
carried  into  execution;  and,  consequently, whether 
in  aojr  case  the  United  States  can  be  involved  in 
questions  concerning  measures  of  retaliation,  sup- 
posed to  accrue  to  one  belli^rent  from  such  a 
I>roeeeding  by  another.  But  it  is  worthy  the  jus- 
tice and  liberality  of  the  British  Government  to 
neoUect,  that,  within  the  period  of  those  great 
•rent!  wbieh  continue  to  agitate  Europe,  instances 
have  ocenrred  in  which  the  commerce  of  neuttai 
nations,  more  especially  of  the  United  States,  has 
experienced  the  severest  distresses  from  its  own 
orders  and  measures,  manifestly  unauthorized  hj 
the  law  of  nations.  The  respect  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  owe  to  their  neutral  rights,  and  the 
interest  they  have  in  maintaining  them,  will 
always  be  saffieient  pledges,  that  no  culpable  ac- 


quiescence on  their  pari  will  render  tkemieew- 
sary  to  the  proceedings  of  one  helligercat  nitios, 
through  their  rights  of  neutrality,  againit  the 
commerce  of  its  adversary. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  order  imd 
against  the  trade  of  neutrals  from  oae  port  to 
another,  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britaia,  no  hit 
objection  can  lie  againut  it  provided  itbefoiuM 
on,  and  enforced  by,actual  bloekades,ai  authoriu4 
by  the  law  of  nations.  If,  on  the  otfan  baBd,tk 
order  has  reference  not  to  such  a  blockade,  bat  to 
a  supposed  illegality  of  the  neutral  trade  fronooi 
to  another  of  the  described  ports,  the  remiilt  ii 
obvious  that,  on  that  supposition,  the  order  it  ai- 
perflttoos,  the  trade  being,  aa  interdicted  bj  tke 
law  of  nations,  liable  at  all  -timeL  witlioat 
such  order,  to  the  capture  of  Brtlira  cmiitn,  im 
the  condemnation  or  British  conrta ;  and  if  lol 
interdicted  as  sneh  hj  the  law  of  nati(HM,iteaeM 
otherwise  be  made  illegal  than  by  a  I^al  blocM 
of  the  ports  comprehended  in  the  order.  Thii 
inference  is  applicable  even  to  the  case  of  a  Mi- 
tral trade  between  the  ports  of  France  bend^ 
since  it  i«  not  a  principle  of  the  acknowledged  hv 
of  nations  that  neutrals  may  not  trade  from  om 
to  another  port  of  the  same  belligerent  natitia; 
and  it  would  bean  innovation  on  that  lav, not 
before  attempted,  to  extend  the  principle  toaueo- 
tral  trade  between  ports  of  difierentcououies,eoii- 
festiedly  open  in  times  of  peace  as  well  asof  wu 

If  the  British  order  refers  for  its  basis  to  the 
principle  of  retaliation  against  the  French  dccn^ 
It  falU  under  the  observations  already  nude  « 
that  subject,  and  which  need  not  be  repeated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  ui 
conaideratioo,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Erksine. 

Dapi.nTHBjiT  OF  Stats, 

March  29, 180T. 

Sib:  Further  refiection  on  the  tenor  aod  tea- 
deocyof  the  order  of  HisBritannic  Maiesty,coa- 
municated  by  your  letter  of  the  12ui  initu^ 
which  was  answered  by  mine  of  the  SOth,  iadem 
me  to  resume  that  important  subject. 

From  the  difficulty  of  supposing  that  theonht 
can  have  for  its  basis  either  a  legal  blockade,  In- 
possible  to  be  extended  to  alt  the  ports  deseriM 
in  the  order,  or  a  supposed  illegality  of  the  naii 
between  those  ports— an  ill^Uity  which  kK 
never  been  applied  by  the  British  QoTemmeal  n 
its  Admiralty  conria  toan  accustomed  trade, 
between  ports  of  the  same  belligerent  natioa,uJ 
is  utterly  at  variance  with  the  condnet  of  botk  U 
reference  to  a  trade  between  a  briligerent  ta&u 
and  its  allies,  a  necessity  seems  to  result  of  aseri- 
bing  the  order  to  the  policy  of  couatervailiu 
through  the  commerce  of  neutrals,  the  Freed 
decree  of  the  Slst  November  last. 

In  this  view  of  the  order,  it  demands,  on  tki 
part  of  the  United  States,  the  moat  serious  aaM* 
tion,  both  to  its  principle  and  to  its  operation. 

With  respect  to  its  jmnciple,  it  will  not  be  eoa- 
tested  that  a  retaliation  by  <hw  nation  on  its  eaeay, 
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which  is  to  operate  thro(i{[h  the  interest  of  a-aa- 
tion  not  an  enemy,  eiseDiiallf  requires  not  only 
that  the  injury  inflicted  should  be  limited  by  the 
measure  of  injury  sustained,  but  that  every  retal- 
iatiDg  step,  ia  such  a  case,  should  be  preceded 
by  an  aureasonable  failure  of  the  neutral  party,  in 
some  mode  or  other,  to  pot  an  end  to  the  iDeqoality 
wrongfully  produced. 

Were  it  certain,  therefore,  that  the  French  de- 
cree is  to  be  enforced  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was 
taken,  and  that,  in  Tiolation  of  the  treaty  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  the  commerce  of 
the  latter  will  not  be  exempted,  the  Brituh  order, 
being  peremptory  in  ita  import  and  immediate  in 
itt  exeeoiion,  might  jostly  be  regarded  by  the 
United  Slates  as  a  pruceediog  equally  juematnre 
and  unfriendly. 

Bat,  in  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  real  meaning 
<rf  that  decree,  and  whilst  a  presomption  offered 
itself  that  the  decree,  if  avowed  and  executed  in 
mn  unlawful  extent,  might  not  embrace  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  they  are  bound  by  jus- 
tice to  their  interests,  as  well  as  by  respect  for  their 
rights^  to  consider  the  British  Order  as  a  ground 
of  serious  complaint  and  remonstrance. 

Should  it  prove  that  the  decree  had  not  the 
meaning  ascribed  to  it,  and  particularly  should 
the  respect  of  France  for  her  treaties  with  the 
United  States  except  their  trade  from  the  open- 
xioQ  (tf  the  decree  the  Order  of  the  British  Qor- 
ernment  will  stand  exposed  to  still  severer  com- 
xneots.  It  will  take  the  eharaeter  of  an  original 
aggresbion  j  will  furnish  to  the  French  Goyem- 
snent  a  like  ground  with  that  assumed  by  itself 
for  retalialioe  measures;  and  will  derive  a  very 
vnfavorable  Mature  from  the  consideration  that  it 
-was  a  palpable  iafraciion  of  a  treaty  jnst  sleDed 
on  the  part  of  the  British  Government,  ana  ex- 
qjeeted,  at  the  date  of  the  order,  to  be  speedily  rat- 
ified  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

The  necessity  of  presenting  the  subject  in  its 
true  light  is  strengthened  by  tne  operation  which 
the  British  order  will  have  on  a  vast  proporiioo 
of  the  entire  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Not  to  dwell  on  the  carrying  branch  of  the  com- 
merce between  the  ports  and  countries  of  Europe, 
mnd  which  the  immunity  given  by  oar  flag,  in 
conse^oeuee  of  treaties  with  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain,  to  British  property,  and  not  enjoyed  by 
the  property  of  her  enemies,  has  hiHierto  been 
advantageous  to  Great  Britain ;  and,  without 
ioquiriog  into  the  effect  of  an  anplication  of  the 
interdict  to  other  quarters  of  the  globe,  all  of 
which  are  evidently  within  the  comprehensive 
terms  of  the  order,  it  cannot  be  overlooked  that 
the  character  and  course  of  nearly  the  whole  of 
the  American  commerce,  with  the  ports  of  Europe, 
other  than  that  of  Great  Britain,  will  fall  under 
the  destructive  operation  of  the  order.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  cargoes  exported  from  the  United 
States  frequently  require  tiiat  they  be  disposed  of 
partly  at  one  market,  and  partly  at  another.  The 
retam  cargoes  are  still  more  frequently  collected 
at  diflerent  porta,  and  not  nnfreqaenlly  at  ports 
different  from  those  receiving  the  outward  car- 
goes* In  this  circuitous  Toyag^  generally  con- 


sisting of  serera)  links,  ibe  interest  of  the  under- 
takers materially  requires  also  either  a  trade  or  a 
freightage  between  tbe  ports  visited  in  the  circuit. 
To  restrain  the  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
therefore,  from  this  legitimate  and  customary 
mode  of  trading  with  the  continent  of  Europe,  as 
is  contemplated  by  the  orders,  and  to  compel  them^ 
on  one  hand,  to  dispose  of  the  vrhole  of  their  car- 
goes at  a  port  which  may  want  but  a  part,  and 
on  the  oiber  hand  to  seek  the  whole  of  their  re- 
turns at  the  same  port,  which  may  furnish  but  a 
part,  or  perhaps  no  part,  of  the  articles  wanted, 
would  be  a  proceeding  as  minons  to  our  commerce 
as  contrary  to  our  esaential  rights. 

These  observations,  which  are  made  in  con- 
formity with  the  sentiments  of  the  President,  can* 
not  fail,  sir,  to  have  all  the  weight  with  an  en- 
lightened and  friendly  Government  to  which  they 
are  entitled ;  and  the  President  persuades  himseu 
that  the  jgood  effect  of  the  truths  which  they  dis- 
close wilfbe  seen  in  such  measures  as  will  remore 
all  ground  for  dissatisfaction,  and  demonstrate  on 
that  side  tbe  same  sincere  disposition  to  cultivate 
harmony  and  beneficial  intercourse  as  is  felt  and 
evinced  by  the  United  States  and  tbeir  Qovern- 
tnent.  I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

The  Hon.  DATin  M.  Erskimb,  Esq.,  dbc. 


Mesara.  Monroe  and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madiwn. 

London,  April  22, 1807. 

Sib;  Ve  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  tetter 
of  February  3d  on  the  6th  instant,  and  are  now  to 
give  you  a  detail  of  tbe  measures  we  have  pursued, 
in  obedience  to  the  instructions  it  communicated. 

To  enable  you  to  form  a  just  idea  of  those  mea- 
sures, it  will  be  proper  to  state  concisely  what  had 
occnrred  at  the  time  of  receiving  your  letter,  after 
the  departure  of  Mr.  Purviance  with  the  treaty 
and  our  despatch  of  the  3d  of  January. 

Soon  after  that  date,  we  resumed  our  conference 
with  the  British  Commission er?,  as  we  intimated 
it  was  our  intention  to  do,  and  had  nearly  digested 
with  them  tbe  project  of  a  sapplemeotal  eooven- 
tioD  upon  the  principal  topics  alluded  to  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  that  dttpateh,  when  an  entire 
change  took  place  in  the  British  Ministry  ;  Lord 
Grenville  and  bis  associates  being  compelled  to 
retire,  in  favor  of  the  friends  of  the  late  Mr. 
Pitt.  This  change,  of  conrse,  snsjiended  the  far- 
ther progress  of  the  business,  and  in  that  state  it 
still  remains. 

Before  this  change  in  the  Administration,  we 
had  presented  to  the  British  Commissioners,  ac- 
cording to  an  agreement  which  accompanied  the 
signature  of  tbe  treaty,  an  antedated  note  on  the 
subject  of  indemnity,  and  another  to  Lord  Howick 
on  the  same  subject,  previously  seen  and  approved 
by  theBritish  Commissioners.  With  tbeseVapers 
(of  which  copies  are  now  transmitted)  tbe  British 
Commissioners  not  only  expressed  tbeir  perfect 
satisfaction,  but  assured  us  then,  as  thev  havefre- 
qoently  done  since,  that  the  just  confiaence  witk 
which  that  agreement  had  inspired  as  In  regard 
to  its  object  would  not  be  disappointed. 
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We  bad  nuDy  conferences  with  the  British  Com- 
missioners, previous  to  the  late  change^  upon  the 
subject  of  impressments,  in  which  they  invariably 
declared  to  us  that  the  practice  of  their  Gorern- 
ment  would  be  strictly  conformable  to  the  spirit 
of  the  article  which  they  bad  settled  with  ua,  and 
which  was  afterwards  rejected  by  the  Cabinet. 
Tfaey  stated  that  the  prejudice  of  the  Navy,  and 
of  the  country  generally,  was  so  strong  in  favor 
of  their  pretension  that  the  ministry  could  not 
encounter  it  in  a  direct  form;  and  that,  in  truth, 
the  support  of  Parliament  could  not  have  been 
relied  on  in  such  a  case.  It  was  their  idea  that, 
by  discontinuing  the  practice  in  the  mode  proposed 
by  them,  which  might  be  done  without  giving  any 
shock  to  the  public  feeling,  this  prejudice  might 
be  gradually  ovetcomej  and  an  arrangement,  by 
treaty,  on  this  very  delicate  and  difficult  sabjeet. 
rendered  ultimately  practicable.  The  United 
States  would,  in  the  interim,  enjoy  the  secarity 
they  sought,  without  any  abandonment  of  their 
rights,  and  be  induced  to  yield^  in  return,  as  their 
confidence  increased,  the  eqmvalents  which  we 
had  offiired  in  our  project. 

The  footing  upon  wbich  the  note  of  the  British 
Commissioners  (which  is  and  must  be  considered 
as  equally  obligatory  as  if  actually  inserted  in  the 
treaty)  left  tbis  point  was  supposed  to  be  the  less 
liable  to  exception  on  our  part,  because,  while  it 
affords  a  pledge  unquestionably  intended  to  secure 
the  substance  of  our  object,  and  constantly  ad- 
mitted here  to  be  equal  to  that  effect,  it  keeps  it 
nevertheless  for  our  advantage  completely  open 
forfuturenegotiatiooand  more  formal  adjustment. 
The  note  declares  4hat  the  diseassion  of  any  plan 
will  be  entertained  that  can  be  devised  "  to  secure 
the  interests  of  both  States  without  injury  to 
rights  to  which  they  are  respectively  attached,** 
and  consequently  provides  for  a  renewal  of  nego- 
tiation withasincere  view  to  such  an  arrangemertt 
as  shall  be  practicaltr  consistent  with  the  declared 
pretensions  of  the  United  States,  and  yet  leave 
untouched  the  British  principle ;  or,  in  other 
words,  an  arrangement  in  which  Great  Britain 
shall  agree  to  conform  her  conduct  to  our  views 
without  renouncing  the  claim  which  she  has  hith- 
erto maintained  and  acted  upon.  It  wab  supposed, 
therefore,  to  be  the  clear  import  of  that  note  that 
the  conduct  of  Oreat  Britain  would  not,  while  the 
discussion  of  such  a  plan  as  it  might  be  proper  to 
insert  in  a  treaty  stood  postponed  at  the  request  of 
its  Commissioners,  encroach  in  practice  npon 
rights  which  we  had  so  strongly  asserted  and  vin- 
dicated as  rights  not  to  be  abandoned ;  which  it 
was  well  understood  our  Qovernment  and  coun- 
try  would  not  suffer  to  be  invaded  in  future,  as 
they  have  been  during  the  past ;  and  which  the 
British  Commissioners  themselves,  acting  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  Cabinet,  had  in  their 
DOie  distinctly  recognised  as  fit  to  be  preserved 
hereafter  from  injury  and  violation.  This  con- 
clusion was  thought  to  be  the  more  just  and  nat- 
ural, when  it  was  remembered  that  it  was  sup- 
ported, not  only  by  the  verbal  admissions  and  de- 
elarations  of  the  British  Commissioners,  which 
would,  of  course  as  they  well  Icnew,  be  reported 


toiiur  Qoverameot,  but  by  the  language  of  sucli 
parb  of  the  note  as  looked  particularly  to  tbe 
future  practice  of  Great  Britain  on  the  sobject  of 
impressments.  It  was  believed  to  be  fortified, 
too,  by  the  obvious  consideration  that  tbe  tlDiiea 
States  would  be  authorized,  notwithstanding  any 
adjustment  by  treaty  upon  other  points,  in  esse 
of  the  impressment  on  the  high  seas  of  a  single 
mariner  from  on  board  an  American  vessel,  to 
view  it  as  an  act  of  aggression,  and  to  reseat  it 
accordingly.  This  right  existed,  uudoubtedl;,ia- 
dependently  of  that  note;  but  it  seemed  notwith- 
standing, to  derive  from  it  a  new  and  high  tac- 
tion favorable  to  its  just  effect :  and  certainty  tbe 
sensibility  and  determination  which  have  been 
manifested  on  this  point  by  tbe  United  States,ef- 
pecially  of  late,  and  by  the  American  Commit- 
sioners  during  the  recent  negotiation,  mast  htn 
inspired  this  Government  with  the  convietiM, 
that  a  perseverance  in  such  outrages  upon  theit 
sorereigntjr  and  the  rights  of  their  citizens  wooU 
be  wholly  incompatible  with  the  peaceable  tela* 
tions  of  the  two  countries,  wbich  it  was  tbe  pro- 
fessed object  of  tbe  British  Commissioners  sod 
their  Government  to  preserve.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, for  us  to  state,  that  it  was  our  intention  to 
have  requested  of  this  Government  written  ex- 
planations on  this  topic  of  impressment,  u  wril 
as  on  that  of  indemnity,  for  the  purpose  of  tran»- 
mittingthem  to  you.  .The  approachiogdeparture 
of  Mr.  Monroe  for  the  United  States  would,  ii 
was  thought,  furnish  a  suitable  occasion  for  sach 
an  application. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  last  month  the  change 
took  place  in  tbe  miaistr^,  and  on  the  27th  tke 
diplomatic  corps  had  their  first  interview  with 
Mr.  Canning,  who  succeeded  Lord  Howick  ii 
the  Foreign  Department.  Although  tbe  mcetinj{ 
was  general,  a  separate  audience  waa  given,  at  a 
usuaH  to  the  represeBtatires  of  each  Powor.  At 
Mr.  Canning's  request,  we  gave  him  a  conetM 
but  just  view  of  the  state  of  the  business  betweea 
our  Governmen  ts.  He  appeared  not  to  have  heard 
before  of  what  had  taken  place  relative  to  the  pro- 
ject of  a  supplemental  convention.  He  said  that 
he  had  come  too  recently  into  office  to  he  aUe  to 
say  anything  decisive  on  any  of 'the  topics  of 
which  we  had  given  bim  a  sketch,  but  that  it 
would  soon  make  himself  acquainted  with  then, 
and  give  us  another  interview.  His  professinu, 
whicn  were  of  a  general  nature,  were  eoneiUaton> 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when  we  bad  the 
honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  February  tbeSi 
We  were  anxious  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  instrw- 
tioos  contained  in  that  letter  in  the  best  maaBa  i 
in  our  power,  and  with  the  least  possible  deby.  . 
It  became  especially  our  duty  to  make  known  to 
the  new  ministry,  as  soon  as  we  might  be  able,  | 
tbe  understanding  which  had  subsisted  between 
tbe  British  Commissioners,  and,  through  them 
the  late  Cabinet,  and  us,  as  to  the  condition  on 
which  we  bad  consented  to  continue  the  negoiii- 
tion  after  our  project  relative  to  impressments 
had  been  rejected ;  that,  in  fact,  we  had  no  author- 
ity to  treat  after  that  event ;  that  our  Governraeni 
was  not  bound,  or  supposed  or  intended  to  be  beano, 
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to  ntify  what  we  had  ione,  if  it  disapproved  of 
it.  We  were  equally  desirous  of  turniag  to  the 
best  aceoant  the  appeal,  whieh  a  refusal  to  ratify 
W  oor  GoTemmeot  would  make  to  the  interests 
of  this  country,  in  an  effort  to  arrange  by  treaty 
this  great  point  with  the  new  ministry.  The 
first  measure  seemed  to  be  free  from  difficulty. 
The  statement  proposed  was  an  act  of  justice  to 
our  GoTernmeot,  and  of  duty  to  it  and  our  coun- 
try, which  might  be  discharged  without  the 
slifrhtest  hazard  to  the  public  interest.  Indeed, 
as  It  was  presumable  that  this  GurerameDt  would 
soon  receive  intelligence  from  Mr.  Erskine,  which, 
without  such  an  explanation,  could  hardly  fail  to 
produce  an  unfavorable  effect,  it  appeared  to  be 
mdispensably  necessary  to  maxe  it,  to  prevent  a 
'   public  injury.   The  aecoad  object,  however,  was 
'  erideoily  ioTolred  in  more  difficulty.  From 
'  what  we  had  seen,  id  the  debates  of  Parliament, 
-  (tfthe  dispoeition  of  several  of  the  members  of 
the  new  ministry,  before  they  came  into  power, 
'  on  subjects  which  were  connected  with  our  treaty, 
'  independent  of  other  causes,  we  had  reason  to  be- 
'  liere  that  great  caution  ought  to  be  observed  in 
'  any  commanication  which  we  might  make  to  it 
'  OD  that  point.   Althongh  Lord  Holland  and  Lord 
'  Auckland  had  retired  from  their  offices  of  Lord 
Privy  Seal  and  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
they  still  retained  their  situations  as  Commission- 
ers Extraordinary  and  Pknipotentiary,  and,  as 
we  presumed,  would  cootmue  to  do  so  until  the 
bosmess  in  which  we  had  been  engaged  with 
them  should  be  concluded.  In  every  view  it 
teemed  to  be  jnst  and  exp^ient  to  confer  with 
them  oa  the  subject  of  oar  late  despatch.  We 
Bccordiogly  obtamed  an  early  interview,  in  which 
'  we  communicated,  in  confidence,  the  substance 
of  that  despatch,  as  well  in  conformity  with  the 
orders  of  the  President  as  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  be  able  to  assist  us  in  the  accomplish  meat 
of  Its  objects.   But  we  found  tbem  under  circum- 
stances of  such  peculiar  delicacy  with  the  new 
mioistryj  tha,t  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  give 
us  the  slightest  aid.   They  informed  us  that,  on 
the  change  of  the  ministry,  Lord  Howick  had 
commauicatcd  to  Mr.  Canning  the  state  in  which 
our  business  stood,  and  more  particularly  the  pro- 
gress which  !had  been  made  in  the  proposed  plan 
of  a  convention,  in  the  expectation  that  he  would 
have  requested  tbem  to  proceed  in  it;  that,  how- 
ever, DO  such  request  bad  been  made,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  they  should  feel  it  their  duty,  in 
case  he  continued  silent^  to  withdraw  from  the 
eommission.   They  expressed  their  re|;ret  that 
they  bad  not  bet»i  able  to  arrange  with  us  by 
treaty  the  subject  of  impressment,  as  they  wished 
to  hare  done ;  hut  assured  us  that  the  order,  which 
they  had  engaged  should  be  issued  in  their  note 
of  NoTember  8,  had  been  actually  issued  about 
that  time,  and  in  terms  calculated,  as  they  had 
understood,  to  accomplish  the  object  desired. 
They  savr  no  objection  to  our  being  furnished 
with  a  copv  of  that  order,  and  presumed  that  it 
might  still  be  obuined.   In  adverting  to  the  un- 
derstanding which  had  subsisted  between  us  on 
tlw  failure  of  the  article  which  liad  been  submit- 


ted to  the  Cabinet  for  providing  against  impreit- 
meots  at  sea,  we  were  happy  to  find  that  they 
retained  a  perfect  recollection  of  it  in  the  sense  in 
which  we  nave  stated  it  above.  They  admitted 
that  we  had  a  right  to  •>xpeci  from  the  new  min- 
istry an  explanation  of  its  views  relative  to  the 
project  of  a  convention,  and  to  indemnity  and 
impressment,  from  the  particular  state  in  which 
those  great  subjects  were  left,  and  the  claims 
which  we  had  on  the  Government  from  what  had 
been  done  in  them.  Of  our  prospect  ot  making 
with  the  i)reseut  ministry  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment against  impressments  by  treaty,  they  said 
nothing;  but  they  repeated,  what  they  had  often 
said  before,  that  they  bad  done  all  on  that  point 
in  their  poweri  and  declared  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  if  their  friends  had  remained  in  office,  well 
disposed  as  they  knew  them  to  be  to.waras  the 
United  States,  the  mode  in  whieh  we  were  now 
about  to  pursue  this  object  would  not  tend  to  pro- 
duce, in  that  or  any  other  respect,  a  favorable 
effect.  They  could,  therefore,  give  us  no  advice 
as  to  the  part  which  it  became  us  to  take  in  the 

E resent  juncture.  They  intimated,  however,  that, 
y  obtaioiog  an  interview  and  conferring  with 
Mr.  Canning,  we  might  probably  ascertain  the 
sentiments  of  his  Government  on  the  whole  sub- 
ject, and  be  enabled  thereby  to  pursue  the  course 
which  would  be  the  best  adapted  to  the  spirit  of 
our  instructions  and  the  interests  of  our  country. 

Immediately  after  our  interview  with  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners,  we  ashed  one  of  Mr.  Canning, 
which  was  obtain«l  on  the  — -  instant  It  was 
our  intention  to  have  confined  ourselves  in  the 
first  instance  to  the  topics  above  mentioned,  and 
to  the  information  which  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  give  him  of  the  understanding  which  had  'sab- 
sisted  between  the  British  Commissioners  and 
ourselves,  of  the  condition  on  which  we  had  pro- 
ceeded to  the  other  poiots  of  negotiation  after  Uie 
project  of  an  article  relative  to  impressments  had 
been  rejected.  As  soon,  however,  as  we  glanced 
at  the  objects  of  the  interview,  he  observed  that 
he  had  just  received  intelligence,  which,  if  true, 
would  make  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  enter  at  pres- 
ent on  any  of  the  topics  alluded  to;  that  it  had 
been  represented  to  him  that  an  officer  just  arrived 
from  America  had  that  morning  informed  the  Ad- 
miralty that  the  treaty  which  had  been  lately 
concluded  h«&hed  been  rejected  by  our  Govern- 
ment }  that  he  bad  not  seen  the  officer,  and  there- 
fore could  not  state  the  grounds  on  whieh  the 
information  rested.  He  observed  that  such  an 
event  would  place  the  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries in  an  embarrassing  situation,  and  wished  to 
know  whether  we  had  received  any  intelligence  (tf 
a  like  import.  We  perceived  at  once  that  the 
important  feature  in  Tt)ur  despatch  of  February 
3d,  respecting  the  disclosure  or  which  to  the  new 
Ministry,  we  had  entertained  some  doubts,  was 
not  only  either  already  known  to  it  or  soon  would 
be,  but  that  inferences  of  a  dangerous  tendency 
were  likely  to  be  drawn  from  the  refusal  of  our 
Government  to  ratify  the  treaty,  io  case  it  should 
occur,  which  such  an  event  could  not  justify.  We 
saw  therefore  the  necessity  of  communicating  to 
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Hr.  Canoing  immediately  the  substance  of  that 
despatch,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  prereatiug 
those  errors,  as  to  obey  the  instraetious  eontaioed 
in  it,  over  which,  in  the  respect  allnded  to,  we 
should  have  exercised  any  discretion  with  great 
reluctance.  We  assured  Mr.  Canning  that  (here 
could  be  DO  foundation  for  the  report  of  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  treaty,  as  we  were  satisfied  that  Mr. 
Purviance,  who  had  carried  it  to  our  Govcrn- 
menl,  could  not  bare  arrived  in  the  United  Stales 
in  time  to  enable  the  President  to  submit  it  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate  before  the  3d  of 
March,  when  Confess  must  have  adjourned,  and 
that  he  must  be  sensible  that,  until  tne  receipt  of 
our  despatch,  no  step,  at  least  of  so  decisive  a 
character,  would  be  uken  in  the  business.  We 
stated,  howerer,  that  we  had  great  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  treaty  would  not  be  ratified  in  its 
present  form,  for  m  cause  which  was  well  known 
to  His  Majesty's  late  Goremment.  We  then 
eommnnieated  to  him  fully  all  the  eiroumstances 
OD  which  that  remark  was  founded,  particularly 
the  nature  of  our  instructions  relative  to  impress- 
ments; the  knowledge  which  the  British  Com- 
nissiooers  had  of  them ;  the  entire  suspension  of 
the  negotiation  at  a  certain  period  on  the  failure 
with  the  Cabinet  of  a  project  of  an  article  for  the 
regulation  of  that  point ;  the  considerations  which 
induced  us  afterwards  to  proceed  in  the  negotia* 
tion,  founded  on  the  note  of  the  British  Commis- 
sioners of  the  8tb  of  November,  the  nature  of 
which  we  fully  explained;  and  finally  the  condi- 
tion on  which  we  did  proceed  in  the  business,  that 
is,  that  our  Government  would  not  be  bound  to 
ratify  the  treaty,  if  it  should  not  be  satisfied  with 
the  .substitute  for  such  an  article  ofiered  in  that 
note.  He  asked  as,  in  ease  the  treaty  should  not 
be  ratified,  in  what  state  our  Government  wished 
to  plaee  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  ?  We 
replied  that  it  was  its  wish  that  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment should  be  resumed  and  arranged.  We 
explained  to  him  the  nature  of  the  article,  on  the 
failure  of  which  the  negotiation  had  been  sus- 
pended, and  showed  that  Great  Britain  would  gain 
by  it  much  more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  for- 
bearance of  the  practice  of  which  we  complained, 
iodependeot  of  the  other  good  effects  likely  to  re- 
sult from  it.  On  this  point  he  gave  no  opinion, 
but  asked  what  the  relation  should  be  in  case  no 
such  agreement  as  we  desired  should  take  place 
respectmg  impressments?  We  replied  that  in 
lueh  a  case,  it  would  be  the  desire  of  our  Govern- 
ment that  no  treatv  should  be  concluded,  but  that 
tike  relations  should  be  placed  informally  on  the 
most  friendly  footing,  adhering  in  the  explana- 
tions which  we  gave  nim  on  this  head  to  the  ideas 
contained  in  your  letter  of  February  3 ;  but  with- 
out mentioning  the  actual  recept  of  such  a  letter. 
He  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  our  Ctovemment 
looked  in  all  events  to  amicable  arrangement. 
We  told  him  that  we  had  not  heard  from  you 
since  the  treaty  had  arrived  in  America;  bat  that 
full  instructions  would  doubtless  be  forwarded  to 
us  as  soon  after  that  event  as  possible.  He  then 
observed  that,  under  present  circumstances,  he 
thought  it  would  be  better  tu  let  the  whole  miai* , 


neas  rest,  as  it  would  be  impossible  far  eiikcr  jutj 
to  move  in  it  with  advantage.  He  proiDi9u.ii 
case  the  officer  above  mentioned  brooght  iDythioi 
material,  to  inform  tis  of  it,  and  lo  appoint  i  time 
for  another  interview,  which,  however,  he  buooi 
since  done.  We  enclose  a  copy  of  bis  note  of  ibe 
next  day. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  give  you  a  saiis&etotr 
opinion  as  to  the  prospect  of  arraagiog  this  in- 
portant  buaioess  with  the  present  miuislry.  All 
the  facts  on  which  such  an  opinion  should  bi 
formed,  not  previously  known  to  yon,  aresaud 
above.  As,  however,  we  are  not  perfectly  twire 
of  the  consequences  of  any  act  on  our  part,  which 
might  tend  to  lessen  the  obligation  ofthiiGQT* 
ernraent  to  ratify  the  treaty,  in  case  it  shonMbe 
ratified  by  the  President  and  Senate,  we  hin 
thought  it  best  (especially  as  Mr.  Caaaii^,<fM 
promising  us  an  appointment,  has  shows  aodli- 
position  towards  another  interview,)  to  kin 
things  in  their  present  state  until  we  hearlnM 

Eou.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  we  shall  toot 
ave  that  satisfaction,  as  we  see  by  the  gtztttn 
that  Mr.  Purviance  must  have  arrived  at  Wtsb- 
ington  about  the  13th  of  March.  In  the  mm 
time  we  have  placed  our  affairs  on  a  footing  ibc 
most  favorable  for  any  course  which  ourOorcn- 
ment  may  take,  and  we  beg  you  to  be  astartd 
that  we  shall,  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  prompti- 
tude, adopt  that  which  shall  be  thought  the  mnt 
expedient. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highetl 
speei  and  consideration. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 

P.  S.  We  are  preparing  a  letter  to  you  ei|du- 
atory  of  the  project  of  a  supplemental  conTeoiioi 
mentioned  above  which  will  be  forwarded  is  i 
few  days.  A  copy  of  the  project  of  the  BnuA 
Commissioners  will  be  enclosed.  It  is  not  ou 
intention  to  proceed,  even  if  tbis  GoremmNt 
should  be  so  disposed,  to  do  anything  eoDclasin 
upon  the  subjects  embraced  by  it,  until  the  rien 
of  the  President  shall  be  known  to  us  relatinio 
sudiof  the  topics  as  were  not  contemplated  If 
the  instructions  originally  given  to  the  raiisiok' 


Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkiicry  to  Mr.  Ma£m.  I 

LoNOON,  April  S&,  1687. 
Sir:  We  had  the  honor  to  inform  yob,  isff 
letter  of  the  22d  insunt,  that  the  British  Cw 
missioners  having  proposed  to  us  to  eodeavorii 
adjust  the  terms  of  a  aupplemeatal  conveiiio 
relative  to  boundary,  to  a  trade  by  sea  betatf 
the  United  States  and  the  British  northern  eoto- 
nies,  and  to  the  subjects  reserved  for  fntnie  * 

Slanation  by  the  second  article  cf  our  treatv.  «* 
ad  resnmed  our  conferences  with  them,  and  bu 
made  considerable  progress  in  digesting  the  |^ 
of  such  a  convention,  when  the  business  wa*  ■>' , 
terrupted  by  au  entire  change  of  the  King's  m»  \ 
isters.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  despatch  conei^  | 
ly  to  explain  that  ne^tiation  and  its  objects,  i 
After  many  interviews  and  much  discu^<A| 
the  British  Oommissionera  at  length  preaeoitd 
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to  as  the  project  of  which  a  copir  is  now  traos- 
,  milted,  dilTermff  in  many  essential  particalars 
,    from  that  which  had  been  originalljr  offered  on 

our  part. 

The  first  article  in  onr  plan,  which,  like  the 
[   irst  article  in  their  project,  defined  the  connect- 
ing: lioe  between  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Croix,  as 
herptofore  settled  by  commissioners,  and  the  Bay 
■  of  Fandy,  was  copied  from  the  convention  of 
;  Mr.  King  and  Lord  Hawkesbury,  and  adopting 
^  the  sbipehannel  between  Deerisland  and  Campo 
.  Bello  island,  first  inclnded  and  then  excepted  tne 
;  Jilter.   The  British  Commissioners  alleged  that 
;  the  article,  in  that  shape,  accomplished  its  object 
by  a  useless  inconsistency ;  that  it  gave  a  line  of 
.  property  and  j[arisdieiioD  beyond  its  own  Tiews, 
I  merely  to  famish  occasion  for  an  exception  of  al- 
^  most  e^ual  importance  with  the  whole  residue  of 
.  ibesDbject;  and  that  the  nangatioD  of  the  east 
passage  being-  secured  to  the  United  States  by  a 
;  precise  provision,  the  whole  effect  of  the  first  arti- 
;  cle  of  the  Convention  of  1803  woald  lie  produced 
;  It  once  by  running  the  line  along  the  middle  of 
the  west  pa^ge.  They  therefore  proposed  an  arti- 
cle framed  upon  that  principle,  to  which  no  objec- 
tion of  any  weight  has  occurred  to  us.    We  do 
not  perceive  that,  in  substance,  this  article  is  dif- 
ferent from  the  other,  while  it  is  more  simple  and 
intelligible  in  its  plan.   Even  if  the  commence- 
ment of  one  of  the  parallel  east  lines,  within  which, 
by  ihe  Treaty  of  Peace,  the  United  Stales  are  en- 
titled to  all  iblands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any 

Sirt  of  our  shores  (not  within  the  limits  of  Nova 
eotia)  should  be  admitted  to  depend  upon  the 
channel  through  whieh  oar  line  from  the  St. 
Croix  is  conducted  to  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  it  wonld 
probably  be  indifferent  to  the  United  States  whe- 
ther the  east  or  the  west  channel  were  adopted. 
Grand  Manan  seems  to  be  considerably  southward 
of  an  east  line  drawn  even  from  West  ^uoddy 
Head,  and  we  know  of  no  other  island,  taking 
iDlo  consideration  the  exception  in  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  to  the  title  of  which  the  commencement 
of  that  line  can  now  be  important. 

To  the  fifth  article,  reguhiiing  our  boundary  in 
the  northwest,  which  has  encountered  much  zeal- 
.ons  opposition  here,  even  in  the  form  suggested 
bjf  the  British  Commissioners,  from  the  preju- 
dices, snpposed  interests,  and  mistaken  views  of 
niaor  persona,  an  explanation  of  some  of  which 
wi  I  be  foand  in  an  idle  paper  written  by  Lord 
Selkirk,  (of  whieh  a  copy  ii  enclosed.)  we  finally 
wjeeted,  that  the  division  line  between  our  re- 
spective territories  in  that  quarter  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  the  most  northwestern  point  of  the 
Uke  of  the' Woods  due  north  or  south  until  it 
wall  intersect  the  parallel  of  forty-nine  degrees, 
lod  from  the  point  of  such  intersection  due  west 
ilong  and  with  that  parallel.  This  was  agreed 
:o  by  the  British  Commissioners. 

We  objected,  also,  to  the  terms,  defining  the  ex-  ' 
eosion  of  the  west  line,  viz :  "  as  far  as  the  ter- 
itories  of  the  United  States  extend  in  that  qnar-  ' 
It  appeared  to  us  that,  by  these  words,  a  i 
treat  portion  of  the  subject  was  in  danger  of  be-  i 
igset  at  large;  that  tho  provision  would,  per-  i 
loth  Coir.  iBt  Sssf.— 81 


baps,  do  no  more  than  establish  between  the  parties 
the  commeneemeot  of  the  line^  and  might,  of 
course,  leave  it  open  to  Great  Britain  to  found  a 
claim  hereafter  to  any  part  of  the  tract  of  country 
to  the  westward  of  that  commencement,  upon  the 
notions  of  occupancy  or  conquest,  which  you  will 
find  stated  by  Lord  Selkirk  In  the  paper  above 
mentioned,  or  upon  some  future  purchsse  from 
'  Spain,  as  intimated  by  others.  We  therefore 
proposed  to  omit  the  words  in  qaestion  altogether, 
which  the  concluding  proviso  appeared  to  render 
wlioHy  unnecessary,  even  upon  the  ideas  of  the 
British  Comraissionerf.  This  was  not  agreed  to ; 
but  it  was  said  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
give  to  this  part  of  the  description  a  character  of 
reciprocity,  so  as  to  make  it  read  "as  far  as  their 
said  respective  territories  extend  in  that  qnarter.* 
A  copy  is  enclosed  of  our  [dan  of  a  fifth  article 
as  also  of  the  same  article,  with  the  description 
above  quoted,  merely  made  reciprocal. 

It  is  proper  to  observe  in  this  place,  that  the 
project  of  the  British  Commissioners  contemplatea 
what,  of  course,  had  not  entered  into  onr  |uan,a 
permanent  concession,  on  our  part,  of  access, 
through  our  territories  in  the  northwestern  quar- 
ter, to  the  river  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  oi  en- 
abling British  subjects  to  enjoy  the  navigation  of 
that  river,  as  secured  to  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  and  the  Treaty  of  1794,  and  the  like  access 
to  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Mississippi  from  the 
westward.  The  desired  concession,  however, 
amounts  simply  to  a  right  of  passage,  and  is  claim- 
ed, not  only  as  an  eqnivaleni  for  such  a.  perma- 
nent adjustment  of  boundary  as  is  here  thought, 
or  affected  to  be  thonght,  highly  advantageous 
to  us,  and  injurious  to  Great  Britain,  but  (as  re- 
gards access  to  the  Mississippi)  upon  the  idea, 
among  others,  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  which  se- 
cures to  Great  Britain  the  free  navigation  of  that 
river,  appears  to  have  looked  to  it,  in  common 
with  the  Treaty  of  1763,  as  overreaching  our  north- 
ern limit,  and  consequently  as  being  accessible  to 
the  British  in  the  territory  of  Hudson's  Bay.  It 
is  probable  that  this  demand,  so  far  as  respects 
the  waters  falling  into  the  Mississippi,  from  the 
westward,  would  not  be  persisted  io,  if  no  other  dif- 
ficulty should  present  ilself. 

The  seventh  article  of  the  project  is  wholly  that 
of  the  British  Commissioners,  and  proposes  to  ex- 
tend, as  you  were  apprized  by  our  letter  of  the  3d  of 
January  would  be  attempted  by  them,  for  the  term 
of  the  treaty,  the  privilegesof  trade  and  inland 
navigation,  securedby  the  3d  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  1794,  to  the  territories  of  the  contracting  parlies 
to  the  north  and  south  of  the  dividing  line  estab- 
lished  by  the  fifth  article,  in  other  words,  to  Lon- 
isiaoa  and  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  with  the  exception  only  of  the  actual 
settlements  of  that  company,  and  their  immedi- 
ate neighborhood.  This,  if  agreed  to,  must  un- 
doubtedly be  considered  as  a  concession  to  Great 
Britain;  although  the  proposed  arrangement 
throws  open  to  us,  for  the  first  time,  the  territo- 
ries of  the  Hudson's  Bay;  although  they  still 
insist  that  their  admission  into  the  trade  of  Lou- 
isiana is  a  necessary  consequence  of  onr  acqni- 
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sitioD  of  it,  coupled  with  the  third  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  1794;  and  although  tbey  sometimeB 
iDtimaie  that  the  iodependeot  tribes  of  savages 
who  inhabit  that  rast  region,  have  a  right  to 
carry  on  within  it  their  usual  traffic  with  whom 
they  pleaae,  and,  of  course,  to  authorize  a  contin- 
uance of  toe  customary  British  trade  to  which 
this  article  relates ;  and,  if  not  absolutely  to  aa- 
thorize  it,  at  least  to  give  to  Great  Britain  a 
elaim  upon  the  United  States  for  a  rectwpition  of 
it,  (especially  in  connexion  with  the  Treaty  of 
1794,)  upon  fair  terms  and  equivalents.  We  re- 
sisted thu  proposal  by  every  consideration  which 
has  been  stated  by  you,  or  has  occurred  to  our- 
selves.  We  dwelt  particularly  upon  the  high 
motives  of  duty  and  the  urgent  views  of  policy 
eonnected  with  the  public  tranquillity,  as  sug- 
gested by  receut  facts,  or  by  the  state  and  pecu- 
liar  population,  as  far  as  they  were  known,  of 
the  country  to  the  westward  of  the  Mississippi, 
as  well  as  by  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
traffic  itself,  which  were  likely  to  influence  our 
Grovernment  against  any  plan  which  should  ad- 
mit British,  or  any  other  foreign  traders  into  it. 
We  were  not  able,  however,  to  produce  any  dis- 
position to  dispense  with  this  demandj  and  had 
abundant  reason  to  apprehend  that  a  rejection  of 
it  by  the  United  States  would  be  considered  here 
as  an  unfriendly  act,  without  an  adequate  motive, 
and  might  prevent  the  completion  of  any  satis- 
factory arrangement  of  the  other  points  embraced 
by  the  proposed  convention.   Still,  if  the  consid- 
eration of  this  subject  should  be  resumed,  we 
shall  not  fail  to  renew  our  efforts,  whatever  may 
be  the  prospect  of  success,  to  reconcile  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  failure  of  this  favorite  object,  un- 
less the  instructions  we  may  receive  from  yon 
should  ap^ar  to  point  to  a  dioerent  course. 

There  is  another  feature  in  this  article  which 
it  is  proper  to  notice.  It  relates  to  a  subject  with 
which  yon  are  already  familiar,  the  mode  of  cal- 
culating the  ad  valorem  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States,  under  the  third  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  1794.  The  calculation  is  under- 
stood to  be  made  upon  the  value  in  Canada,  not 
upoD  the  Talue  at  the  place  of  original  exports- 
Uon.  This  is  complaiued  of,  not  as  a  hardship 
merely,  bot  as  a  ptam  infriogoneiit  of  the  treaty. 
The  ODject  is  not,  perhaps,  of  such  value  as  to 
make  a  perseverance  in  this  doubtful  pmetice  de- 
sirable, and  it  is, certain  that  the  expUnation,  if 
made  at  this  time  (and  if  not  made  now,  it  will 
{»ohably  be  pressed  hereafter  with  increased  zeal, 
as  being  demanded  by  good  faith)  will  be  re- 
ceived in  this  country  as  the  effect  of  a  just  and 
liberal  policy  towards  Great  Britain.  The  re- 
maining provisions  of  the  article  in  favor  of 
Great  Britain  are  of  no  importance,  and  will, 
perhaps,  be  best  explained  by  the  enclosed  copy 
of  an  "  extra  official  communication  with  r^ard 
to  the  Canada  trade,"  made  to  us  by  Lord  Hol- 
land and  Lord  Auckland  some  time  ago. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  ptojeet  relates  to  a 
trade  by  sea,  between  some  port  or  ports  of  the 
British  nwthero  provinces  and  the  United  States 
in  the  Teasels  of  either  parly.  The  article  is  not 


such  as  we  entirely  approve,  bat  connecied  witk 
an  act  of  Parliament,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
pass  immediately,  and  of  which  the  draught  vu 
shown  to  us  by  the  British  Commissiouen,it 
would,  perhaps,  go  near  to  accomplish  the  obitet 
of  our  Government.  Out  project  containeau 
article  upon  this  subject,  proposing  an  opes  unit 
in  native  productions,  with  the  same  sntaof 
duties  as  is  contained  in  our  treaty.  We  «m 
told  that,  although  well  disposed  towards  corob- 
ject,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Govennnt  u 
venture  at  present  upon  a  measure  stiikisg  lo 
plainly  and  essentially  at  their  coloniil  s^ttea; 
that,  with  the  aid  of  the  good  nDderstsDdlB{b^ 
tween  the  two  countries,  which  would  gnv  oat 
of  the  adjustment  of  all  points  of  difiereDee,lheit 
plan  would  be  found,  in  its  practical  effeci,ulit 
nearlVt  if  not  altogether,  as  convenieni  and  bn- 
eficial  to  us  as  our  own;  and  that,  by  taking i 
form  as  little  calculated  as  possible  to  slam  tit 
advocates  of  rigorous  monopoly,  it  was  am 
likely  to  become  the  successful  means  of  iauo- 
ducioe  more  enlightened  opinions  and  a  mort 
liberaT  practice  into  the  whole  colony  system  of 
this  country. 

The  9th  article  merely  prescribes  the  dantiDi 
of  the  commercial  articles  of  the  convestioa. 

We  ought  to  add  that  we  bad  inserted  is  on 
project  upon  the  subject  of  boundary,  an  irtitfe 
relative  to  Grand  Maoan,  but  found  it  impneii- 
cable  to  retain  it  The  British  Commi»ia«n 
bad  been  induced  to  believe  that  GreitBriiiii 
had  been  in  possession  of  that  itdand  foitgrtu 
number  of  years,  and  that,  although  this  pans- 
sioD  might  not  amount  to  a  title,  it  was  a  raus- 
able  ground  upon  which  to  presume  everythiq 
whicn  constituted  title,  so  as  to  make  it  mptefs 
for  them  to  bring  it  into  question.  We  trget^ 
in  vain  that  the  title  to  Grand  Masanmait^ 
pend  upon  two  plain  questions  of  fact:  wbri^: 
being  within  twenty  leagues  of  our  8horei,ii« 
included  within  the  parallel  east  lines,  daenm 
in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  as  comprebending 
idands  which  should  belong  to  the  United  8iau>i 
and  whether,  if  that  should  be  .x^i* 
making  of  that  treaty  or  at  any  lime  befwe  «v 
in  the  Umits  of  Nova  Scotia  j  that  it  was 
sible  to  pretend  that  the  last  of  these  qanM* 
could  be  answered  in  favor  of  Great  Britiis.'*' 
that  there  was  strong  reason  to  believe  Utfii' 
answer  to  the  first  woald  be  found  to  be  isnfif 
of  the  United  States;  that  their  possessioa,*" 
as  it  was,  (although  its  precise  nature  did  ■o(*P' 
pear  and  ought  not  to  be  taken  for  granted,)  co^ 
menced  after  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  add  «^ 
neither  give  them  a  title,  nor,  in  any  &ir  r«*" 
ing  applicable  to  the  claims  of  soveragnSw^ 


immediate  object  of  our  article  to  asccrttu,!"^ 
same  manner  as  other  disputed  facts  rdatin' 
boundary  had  already  been,  and  were 
this  convention  proposed  to  be  aseertaianj^ 
was  retorted  that  our  title  lo  Hooae  iilud^ 
erick  island,  mod  Dndtoy  island,  in  the  W» 
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FUnmaqaoddy,  was.  DDder  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
of  a  rery  questionable  kind,  and  that,  eren  if  it 
should  be  admitted,  that  their  title  to  Qrand  Ma- 
aao  was  aUo  doubtful,  it  was  but  a  fair  and  equi- 
table compromise,  that,  as  we  were  suffered  to 
hold,  principally  upon  the  score  of  ponsession, 
three  islands  to  which  Great  Britain  might  make 
out  a  claim  of  considerable  strength,  she  should, 
on  her  part,  be  suffered  to  retain,  upon  the  same 
More  of  loDg  possession,  the  only  island  not  given 
BP  to  the  United  States,  to  which  they  seemed  to 
think  they  bad  any  shadow  of  pretension.  Wc 
i^ed  by  denying  that  it  was  at  all  doubtful  that 
these  iabods  belooeed  to  the  United  States ;  but, 
asitwas  erident  that  there  was  no  disposition  to 
yieUnpon  the  main  point,  we  finally  thought  it 
moitadriaable  to  forbear  to  press  the  subject  for 
(he  present,  and  to  leave  the  case  of  Grand  Ma- 
oao  for  futare  adjustment,  as  an  independent 
case,  freed  from  the  disadvantage  of  this  idea  of 
compromise. 

We  bare  only  to  repeat,  what  is  stated  in  our 
last,  that  we  do  not  mean  in  any  event  to  act 
eoBcIusively  upon  the  project  in  question  until 
the  views  of  the  President,  relative  to  such  parts 
of  it  as  were  not  embraced  by  our  original  in- 
stmeiions, shall  have  been. communicated  to  ns. 
The  intimatioaa  ^thrown  out  towards  the  end  of 
oar  despatcli  of  the  third  of  January  may  per- 
haps produce  such  a  eommunicalion. 

We  hare  the  honor  to  be.  &c. 

JAMiBS  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 


[Enclosed  in  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney's  letter  of 
the  2&th  April.  1807.] 

Additional  arid  explanatory  oTficUs,  signed  the 

 day  of  ,  1807,  to  be  added  to  the 

Thtaty  ofAmily,  Commerce,  and  Nav^ation, 
between  Hia  BrUannic  Majeaty  and  the  United 
8taU§</  America,  aigned  at  London,  the  31H 
day  of  December,  1806. 

Whereas,  by  the  second  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Commerce,  and  Navigatioo,  concluded 
at  London,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1806, 
betwcea  His  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  it  is  agreed  that  the  soveral  articles  of 
the  Treaty  of  1794,  which  have  not  expired, 
Boc  as  yet  had  their  full  operation  and  effect, 
shall  be  confirmed  in  their  best  form  and  in  their 
iiUl  tenor;  and  that  the  cootraetin|[  parties  will 
also,  from  time  to  time,  enter  into  fnendly  expla- 
nations on  the  subject  of  the  said  articles,  for  the 
purpose  of  removing  all  such  doubts  as  may 
ui^e,  or  have  arisen,  as  to  the  true  import  of  the 
sanie,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the 
•aid  articles  more  conformable  to  their  mutual 
wishes  and  convenience and  it  being  the  sin- 
Mte  desire  of  His  BnUnnic  Majesty  and  of  the 
^ited  States  that  certain  points  should  be  so 
etplaioed  as  to  promote  mutual  satisfaction  and 
mcodship;  and,  for  this  purpose,  the  respective 
Plenipotentiaries  who  concluded  and  signed  the 
aforesaid  treaty  of  the  31st  of  December,  1896, 
having  already  exchanged  theii  fall  powenj  har^ 


in  virtue  of  the  same,  entered  into  these  addi- 
tional and  explanatory  articles. 

Article  1.  The  line  hereioaflerdrsaribed  shall, 
and  is  hereafter  declared  to  be,  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Croix  and  the 
Bay  <^  Fondy  ;  that  is  to  say,  a  line  beginning 
in  the  middle  of  the  channel  of  the  river  St. 
Croix,  at  its  mouth,  as  the  same  has  bees  ascer- 
tained by  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose  i  thence  through  the  middle  of  the  chan- 
nel, between  Deer  island.  Marvel  island,  and 
Campo  Bello  islud  oa  the  east,  and  Moose  island, 
Dsdwy  island,  and  Frederick  island  on  the  west  t 
and  round  the  south  point  of  Campo  Bello  islaiia 
to  the  Bay  of  Fuudy ;  and  the  islands  and  watera 
westward  of  the  said  boundary  are  declared  to 
be  within  the  jurisdiction  and  part  of  MassachiH 
setts,  one  of  the  said  United  States;  notwith- 
standing which,  a  full  and  entire  right  of  naviga- 
tion is  reserved  to  the  United  States  in  the  chan- 
nel between  Deer  island  on  the  east  and  north, 
and  Moose  island  and  Campo  Bello  island  on  the 
west  and  south,  and  round  the  east  point  of  Cam- 
po Bello  island  into  the  Bay  of  Fundy ;  the  afore- 
said channel  frequently  affording  the  only  conve- 
nient and  practicable  navigation. 

Art.  2.  And  whereas  it  hast  become  expedient 
that  the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  men- 
tioned and  described  in  thO'Treaty  of  Peace  be- 
tween His  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  should 
be  asceruined  and  determined,  and  that  the  line 
between  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Crotx  and  the 
said  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia  should  b« 
run  and  marked,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Treaty  of  Peace,  it  is  agreed  that  for 
this  purpose  Commissioners  shall  oe  appointed  in 
the  following  manner,  viz:  One  Commissioner 
shall  be  named  by  His  Majesty,  and  one  bv  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  ny  and  wiin  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof;  and 
the  said  two  Commissioners  shall  agree  in  the 
choice  of  a  third ;  or,  if  they  cannot  agree,  they 
shall  each  propose  one  person,  and  of  the  two 
names  so  proposed,  one  shall  be  taken  hy  lot,  in 
the  presence  of  the  two  original  Commisnonerai 
and  the  three  Commisaioncra  ao  appointed  shall 
be  sworn  imMrtially  to  ascertain  and  determine 
the  said  norinwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  pnrsn- 
ant  to  the  provisionaof  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace; 
and  likewise  to  eanse  the  same  boundary  line 
between  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  as  the 
same  has  been  determined  by  the  Commisaaonert 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  northwest 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  be  run  and  marked,  ao^ 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  aforesaid  : 
the  said  Commissioners  shall  meet  at  Boston,  ana 
have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  oth»  place  or 
places  as  they  shall  think  fit;  they  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  employ  such 
surveyors  and  other  aiisistants  as  they  shall  judge 
necesnry;  the  said  Commissioners  shall  draw  np 
a  report  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  d^ 
scribe  the  line  aioresaid,  and  partieidarize  the 
latitude  and  longitnde  of  the  place  ascertained 
and  determined  aa  aforesaid  to  he  the  nmtlnmt 
angle  of  Nova  Seotia ;  duplicates  of  which  r«- 
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port,  under  tbe  baads  aod  seals  of  the  said  Cong- 
minioaers,  or  of  a  majority  of  them,  together 
vith  duplicates  of  their  accounts,  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  such  persons  as  may  be  severally  author- 
iied  to  receive  the  same  in  behalf  of  their  re- 
spective GoveromeDis;  aod  ihedecisioD  and  pro- 
ceediogs  of  the  said  Commissionera,  or  of  a  ma- 
iorky  of  them,  made  aod  bad  as  aforesaid,  shall 
M  fioal  and  cooelnsive. 

Art.  3.  It  is  further  aereed  that  the  said  Com- 
mmioners,  after  they  shall  have  ezeeated  the 
duties  assigned  to  them  in  tbe  preceding  article, 
shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  Dpon 
tbeir  oaths  impartially  to  ascertain  and  determine 
tbe  north  westernmost  bead  of  Connecticut  river, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Treaty 
of  Peace,  and  likewise  to  cause  the  boundary 
line,  described  in  tbe  said  Treaty  of  Peace,  be- 
tween the  northwest  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  aod 
tbe  aaid  norihwesternmost  bead  of  CoDnecticnt 
river,  to  be  run  aod  marked  pursuant  to  the  pro* 
Tisions  of  the  said  treaty ;  the  said  Commission- 
ers shall  meet  at  Boston,  and  have  power  to  ad- 
joarn  to  such  other  iriace  or  places  as  they  shall 
think  fit;  ihejr  sbalf  have  power  to  appoint  a 
Mcreurf,  and  employ  such  sorreyors  and  other 
uaisiants  aa  they  sbatl  judge  necessary ;  the  said 
Commissioners  shall  draw  up  a  report  of  their 
OTOoeediogs  which  shall  describe  the  boundary 
line  aforesaid,  aod  particularize  the  longitude 
and  latitude  of  the  north  westernmost  bead  of 
CoDoecticut  river,  duplicates  of  which  report, 
■nder  the  hands  and  seals  of  said  Commissiooent, 
or  a  majority  of  tbem,  together  with  duplicates 
of  their  accounts,  shall  be  delivered  to  such  per- 
aoos  as  may  be  severally  authorized  to  receive 
the  same,  in  behalf  of  ibeir  respective  Govern- 
ments, and  tbe  decision  and  proceedings  of  tbe 
said  Commissioners,  made  and  had  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

Abt.  4.  It  is  further  agreed  that  tbe  aforesaid 
Commissioners  shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such 
manner  aa  shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  par- 
ties, such  agreement  to  be  settled  at  the  time  of 
the  ratification  of  this  coovention ;  and  all  other 
expenses  incurred  by  the  said  Commissioners 
ahaii  be  defrayed  jointly  by  tbe  two  parties,  the 
«ame  being  prerloitsly  asecrtained  add  allowed 
hj  the  said  Commissioners ;  aod,  in  case  of  death, 
atckness,  or  necessary  absence,  the  plaee  of  any 
Commissioner  shall  be  supplied  io  the  same  man- 
ner as  such  Commissioner  was  appointed,  aod 
'  the  new  Commissioner  shall  take  the  ssme  oath 
«nd  do  tbe  same  datie*. 

Art.  5.  It  is  agreed  that  a  tine  drawn  due  west 
from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  along  the  forty- 
aintb  parallel  of  north  latitude  sbatl  he  the  line 
of  demarcation  [division  line]  between  His  Ma- 

n's  territories  and  those  of  the  United  States 
e  westward  of  the  said  lake,  as  far  as  the 
t^rttories  of  the  United  States  extend  in  that 
qoaHer;  and  that  the  said  line  shall,  to  that  ex- 
tent, form  the  southern  boDodarjr  of  His  Majes- 

a's  said  tenitories,  and  the  northern  boundary  of 
e  said  territories  of  the  United  States;  provi- 
ded that  nothing  in  the  present  article  shall  be 


construed  to  extend  to  the  northwest  coast  of 
America,  or  to  the  territories  beloDging  to  or 
claimed  by  either  party,  on  the  Cootioeot  of 
America,  to  the  westward  of  the  Stony  moon- 
tains. 

Art.  6.  It  is  agreed  by  tbe  United  States  ilut 
His  Majesty's  soDjeets  shall  have,  at  all  tiius, 
free  access  from  His  Majesty's  aforesaid  territo- 
ries by  land  or  inland  navigation  into  the  afbl^ 
said  territoriea  of  tbe  United  States  to  the  river 
Mississippi,  with  the  goods  and  effects  of  Hit 
Majesty's  said  subjects,  in  order  to  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  tbe  navigation  of  that  river,  as  secared 
to  tbem  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between  Bit 
Majesty  and  the  United  States,  and  also  by  tbe 
third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commere^ 
and  Navigation,  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-four.  And  it  is  further  agreed  tbal 
His  Majesty's  subjects  shall,  in  like  manner,  loi 
at  all  times,  have  free  access  to  all  tbe  waters  and 
rivers  falling  into  the  western  side  of  the  river 
Mississippi,  and  to  the  navigation  of  the  aid 
river. 

Art.  7.  It  is  agreed  that  the  piTiieges  of  io- 
tercourse  and  Inde  hy  laud  or  inland  navigaiios, 
seeared  to  His  Majesty's  sobjecia,  and  to  the  eit- 
izens  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  lodisnt 
dwelling  on  each  side  of  the  boundary  line  be* 
tween  the  respective  territories  on  the  Coniineat 
of  America,  by  tbe  third  article  of  die  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Commerce,  aod  Navigation  between  Hii 
Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  signed  at  London,  the  19th  of  Noven- 
ber,  1794.  as  well  as  by  the  explanatory  article, 
concluded  at  Philadelphia,  io  1796,  shall  exicnd 
to  all  the  territories  belonging  to  either  of  the 
high  contracting  Powers  on  the  Contioeot  of 
America,  (the  actual  settlements  of  tbe  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  and  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  those  settlements,  always  excepted.)  stiusled 
on  either  side  of  any  part  of  the  boubdary  tioe 
described  in  the  preceding  article,  so  that  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  secured  to  His  Maje^tT^ 
subjects  aod  to  the  citizens  of  tbe  United  Stsiei 
by  tbe  aforesaid  ariiole  of  tbe  Treaty  of  1794, si 
well  as  by  tbe  explanatory  article  of  179ft,  sbttl 
be  enjoyed  by  them  in  the  aforesaid  territories 
It  is  farther  agreed  that  goods  or  merchandiie 
imported,  by  land  or  inland  navigation,  from  the 
territories  of  the  one  Power  into  those  of  the 
other,  shall  not  be  subjected  to  other  or  higher 
duties  when  so  imported  than  would  be  payable 
for  the  same  goods  if  imported  directly  into  the 
said  territories  from  Europe,  or  from  beyond  the 
seas,  and,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  tbesstd 
goods  and  merchandise  shall  be  estimated  bf 
their  respective custom-hotise officers, in  ihesamc 
manner  as  if  they  were  so  directly  hnported  froa 
Earope  or  from  beyond  the  seas.  It  is  fnrtbec 
agreed  that  no  duties  shall  be  exacted  from  the 
traders  of  either  Power  for  licenses  to-trade  wiik 
tbe  Indians  for  themselves,  their  serrants,  or  ih6t 
canoe  men,  or  for  passes  for  their  canoes,  or  for 
any  other  purpose  whatever.  But,  if  such  lieeates 
are  required  by  either  Power  as  a  measore  of 
police  or  internal  regulation,  they  shall  be  gran  ted 
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bjr  tbe  Power  reqairiB|r  them  to  the  sabjecta  or 
oltizeus  of  tbe  otber^  without  aoy  fee  or  grataitf, 
aod  ihall  not  be  wtibheld  from       person  de- 
masdiDg  them  for  himself,  bis  serrtDts,  or  hi? 
c«DOe  men,  except  for  some  offence  committed, 
or  impropriety  of  conduct  on  the  pert  of  the  per- 
son for  whom  (he  license  is  demanded.   It  is  far- 
ther agreed  that  no  restrictioos  or  Hmiutioas 
shall  M  applied  by  either  Power  to  the  trade  of 
'       tbe  safajects  or  citizens  of  the  other  Power  with 
the  lodi&Ds  living  on  its  own  side  of  the  boundary 
line,  except  such  limitations  and  restrictions  as  a 
\      regard  to  its  own  safety  m*y,  from  time  to  time. 
I      compel  it  to  adopt  with  regara  to  tbe  trade  of  its 
'      own  snbjects  or  citizens. 

Art.  8.  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  the  «• 
'      change  of  gypsum,  griodstooes,  and  eertaio  other 
'      artieKS  of  the  produce  of  His  Majesty's  colonies 
ia  North  America,  and  of  British  manufactures, 
^      and  British  West  India  produce,  to  be  exported 
^      from  the  said  colonies,  in  return  for  horses,  cattle, 
\      Rrain,  provisions,  slaves,  pitch,  (ar,  turpentine, 
and  certain  other  articles,  tae  produce  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  should  be  permitted,  encouraged,  and 
regulated,  by  sea,  between  the  subjects  of  His 
f      Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  tbe  United  States :  it 
is  agreed  that  measures  shall  be  taken  as  speedily 
'      as  may  be  for  gitring  a  legalized  exchange  and  iu- 
tercourse  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  at  such  port 
or  ports  as  shall  be  fixed,  for  tbe  vessels  of  either 
'     partyj  with  such  lair  and  equal  regulatioiu,  re* 
•triciiona,  or  extensions,  from  time  to  lime,  as 
way  best  promote  the  said  otneets,  consistently 
with  tbe  respectife  and  esMotiai  interests  of  oavi- 
g^iion  aud  trade. 

Art.  9.  Lastly.   This  treaty,  when  the  same 
shall  bare  been  ratified  by  His  MajMty  and  tbe 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  of  tbeir  Senate,  and  the  respective  ratifi- 
cations mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  biodiagand 
obligatory  upon  His  Majeety  and  upon  the  said 
Stales,  and  shall  be  by  them  respectively  executed 
aad  observed  with  punctuality  and  the  most  sin- 
cere regard  to  good  faith  ;  and  it  is  agreed  that 
the  fir»(  »ix  articles  of  this  treaty  shall  be  perma- 
nent, and  that  the  seventh  and  eighth  articles 
shall  be  limited  in  tbeir  duration  to  ten  years,  to 
I      be  computed  from  the  day  on  which  the  raiifica* 
I      tioB  of  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce,  and 
1      Navigation,  signed  at  London  bo  tbe  31st  of  De- 
eember  las^  shall  have  been  exchanged. 
In  &itti  whereof,  dbc 

Abticle  5. 
As  proposed  by  the  Americui  Commissioners. 
It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  due  North  or 
South  (as  the  case  may  require)  from  the  most 
northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Wood^ 
until  it  shall  intersect  tbe  forty-ninth  parallel  of 
North  latitude,  and  from  the  point  of  sucb  inter- 
section, due  West,  along  and  with  the  said  paral- 
lel, shall  be  the  dividing  line  between  His  Majes- 
ty^ territories  and  those  of  the  United  States  to 
the  westward  of  tbe  said  Lake;  and  that  the  said 
liofl^  to  and  along  and  with  the  said  parallel  shall 
tona.  the  soathern  boundary  of  His  Majesty's  said 


territories  and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  aaM 
territories  of  the  United  Slates:  provided  that 
nothing  in  the  present  article  shall  be  constraeA 
to  extend  to  the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  or 
to  the  territories  belonging  to  or  claimed  by  eiuwr 
party  on  the  Continent  of  America  to  the  west- 
ward of  tbe  Stony  mountains. 

Abticle  5. 

As  the  British  Commissioners  would  agree  to  make  it> 
It  is  agreed  that  a  line  drawn  due  North  or 
South  (as  the  case  may  require)  from  ihe  most 
northweMtern  point  of  tbe  Lake  of  the  WoodsL 
until  it  shall  intersect  tbe  forty-ninth  parallel  oi 
North  latitude,  and  from  the  point  of  such  inter- 
section,  due  West,  along  and  with  Ihe  said  pan^ 
lei,  shall  be  the  dividing  line  between  His  Bfajea- 
ty's  territories  and  those  of  the  United  States  to 
the  westward  of  the  said  Lftke,  as  for  as  their  saM 
respective  territories  extend  in  that  quarter ;  an4 
that  the  said  line  shall,  to  that  extent,  form  tha 
southern  boundary  of  His  Majesty's  said  lerritiK 
ries  and  the  northern  boundary  of  tbe  said  terri- 
tories of  the  United  States:  provided  that  nothing 
in  tbe  present  article  shiU  be  construed  to  extend 
to  the  Northwest  coast  of  America,  or  to  the  tei^ 
ritories  belonging  to  or  claimed  by  either  party 
on  tbe  Continent  of  America  to  tbe  westward  n 
the  Stony  mountains. 


Mr.  Monroe  snd  Mr.  Plnkney  to  Mr.  MadisMb 

LoHDOif,  May  7, 1807. 

Sir  :  We  had  the  honor  to  receive,  on  the  27tb 
of  last  month,  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  March) 
to  which  the  detailed  explanations  contained  in 
your  letters  of  the  23d  and  25ih  ultimo  rendef 
any  particular  reply  unnecessary. 

We  transmit,  enclosed,  a  statement  of  the  Ame- 
rican prize  causes  for  hearing  in  the  High  Conrt 
of  Appeals.  That  which  was  forwarded  by  Mr. 
Porviance  was  verjr  hastily  prepared  bjr  General 
Lyman,  under  a  misconception  of  our  view&  and 
included  only  cases  in  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest 
respect  and  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obedieat, 
humble  servants, 

JAMES  MONROB. 
WILLIAM  PINKNBT. 
■  Jambs  Madison,  Esq.,  &c. 

Mr.  Msdison  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkacj. 

Departuent  of  State, 
May  20, 1807. 

Gentlbheh:  My  letter  of  March  18th  ac- 
knowledged tbe  receipt  of  your  despatches  and  of 
the  treaty  signed  on  the  3ist  December,  of  wbick 
Mr.  Purvianee  was  the  bearer,  and  signified  that 
the  sentiments  and  views  of  tbe  President,  formed 
on  the  actual  posture  of  our  afiairs  witti  Oreat 
Britain,  would,  without  any  useless  delay,  ba 
communicated.  The  subject  is  aecordinefy  re- 
sumed in  this  despatch,  with  which  Hr.  Fnrri- 
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aaee  will  be  charged.  To  render  his  pauage  tbe 
more  sure  and  conreDieat,  he  takes  it  id  the  sloop 
vf  war  Wasp,  which  will  eoDvey  him  to  a  British 
port,  00  her  way  to  the  MediterraoeaD.  She  will 
toach  also  at  a  Freoch  port,  probably  I'Orteot, 
with  despatches  for  Geoeral  ArmstroDg  and  Mr. 
Bowdoio,  aod  will  afford  a  good  opportunity  for 
any  communicatioas  you  may  hare  occasion  tu 
make  to  those  geiitlemen. 

The  President  has  seen,  in  your  exertions  to 
sceomptish  the  great  objects  of  yonr  instructions, 
unple  proofs  of  that  zeal  and  patriotism  in  which 
confided,  aod  feels  deep  regret  that  yonr  suc- 
cess bat  not  corresponded  with  the  reasonable- 
ness of  yonr  propositions  and  the  ability  with 
which  they  were  sapported.  He  lameuu  more 
e^wcially  that  the  Biitiih  Government  has  not 
yielded  to  the  just  and  cogent  considerations 
which  forbid  the  practice  of  its  cruisers  in  visit- 
ittg  and  imivessing  tbe  crews  of  oar  vessels,  eov- 
eied  by  an  independent  fl^,  and  guarded  by  the 
laws  of  the  high  seas,  which  ougnt  to  be  sacred 
with  all  nations. 

The  President  continues  to  regard  this  subject 
ia  the  light  in  which  it  has  been  pressed  on  tbe 
justice  and  friendship  of  Great  Britain.  He  can- 
Bot  leconcile  it  with  bis  duty  to  our  seafaring  citi- 
seas,  or  with  the  sensibility  or  sovereignty  of  the 
nation,  to  tecognise,  even  constructively,  a  prin- 
eiple  that  would  expose,  on  the  high  seas,  their 
Uberty,  tbeir  lives — everything,  in  a  word,  that 
ia  deurest  to  the  human  heart,  to  the  capricious 
or  intereated  sentences  which  may  be  pronounced 
aminst  theia  all^iaoee  by  officers  of  a  foietgn 
Government,  whom  neither  the  law  of  nations 
por  even  the  laws  of  that  Gkivernment  will  allow 
to  decide  on  the  ownerehip  or  character  of  the 
minutest  article  of  property  found  in  a  like  sit- 
uation. 

It  has  a  great  and  necestary  weight,  also,  with 
the  President,  that  the  views  of  Congress,  as  man- 
ifested during  tbe  session  which  passed  tbe  non- 
importation act,  as  well  as  the  primary  rank  held 
by  the  object  of  securing  American  crews  against 
British  impressment,  among  the  objects  which 
suggested  tbe  solemnity  of  an  extraordiniry  mis- 
sion, are  opposed  to  any  conventional  arrange- 
ment, which,  without  effeetnally  providing  for 
diat  object,  would  disarm  the  united  States  of 
■Ihe  measa  deemed  most  eligible  as  an  eventual 
remedy. 

It  Is  considered, moreover,  by  the  President,  the 
more  reasonable,  that  the  necessary  concession 
in  this  case  should  be  made  by  Great  Britain 
rather  than  by  the  United  States^  on  the  double 
consideration,  first,  that  a  concession  on  our  part 
would  Tiolate  both  a  moral  and  political  duty  of 
the  Government  to  our  citizens,  which  would  not 
be  the  case  on  the  other  side ;  secondly,  that  a 

S eater  number  of  American  citizens  than  of 
ritish  subjects  are,  in  fact,  impressed  from  our 
vessels;  and  that,  consequently,  more  of  wrong 
is  done  to  the  United  States  than  of  right  to  Great 
Britain,  taking  even  her  own  claim  for  the  legal 
criterion. 

On  theae  grounds  the  Preiident  ia  constraiaed 


Great  Britain. 


to  decline  any  arrangemeni,  formal  or  ioforaial, 
which  does  not  comprise  a  provision  against  im> 
pressments  from  American  vessels  on  the  bigk 
seas,  and  which  would,  notwithstanding,  be  i  bar 
to  legislative  measures  such  as  CoDgress  kin 
thought  or  may  think  proper  to  adopt  for  ood- 
trotling  that  species  of  aggression. 

Persevering,  at  the  same  time,  in  his  etncit 
desire  to  establish  the  harmony  of  the  twoai- 
tions  on  a  proper  foondation,  and  catcolttii^M 
the  motives  which  most  be  equally  fell  by  Qntt 
Britain  to  secure  that  important  object,  it  is  his 
intention  that  your  efforts  should  be  renewed, 
with  a  view  to  such  alterations  of  the  instruoMot 
signed  on  the  31st  December,  as  may  reader  it 
aeeeplable  to  the  United  Slates. 

That  you  may  tbe  more  fully  understand  hit 
impressions  and  purposes,  I  wilt  explain  the  alte- 
rations which  are  to  be  r^rded  as  esseatiaUal 
proceed  then  to  such  observations  on  the  sevenl 
articles  as  will  shew  the  other  alterations  i^i^ 
are  to  be  attempted,  and  tbe  degree  of  importine* 
respectively  attached  to  them. 

1.  Without  a  provision  against  impreasmeDts, 
substantially  such  as  is  contemplated  in  yoorori^ 
inal  instructions,  no  treaty  is  to  be  cooeluded. 

2.  The  eleventh  article,  on  the  subject  of  eolth 
nial  trade,  cannot  be  admitted,  nnless  freed  frem 
the  conditions  which  restrict  to  ihe  market  of 
Europe  the  re-exportation  of  colonial  prodac^ 
and  to  Burepean  articles  the  supplies  to  tne  ecAo- 
nial  market. 

3.  Tbe  change  made  by  the  third  article,  ii 
the  provisions  of  the  Treaty  of  1794.  relative  tt 
the  trade  with  tbe  British  possessions  in  India,bT 
limiting  the  privilege  to  a  direct  trade  Jrmxht 
United  States  as  well  as  well  as  to  them,  ii 
deemed  an  insuperable  objection. 

4.  Either  an  express  provision  is  to  be  insisted 
on  for  indemnifying  sufferers  from  wrtHigful  cap- 
tures, or  at  least  a  saving,  in  some  form  or  other, 
of  their  rights  against  any  implied  abandonmeat 

5.  Articles  18  and  19  to  be  so  altered  as  to  lean 
the  United  States  free,  as  a  neutral  nation,  to 
keep  and  place  other  belligerent  nations  oau 
equality  with  Great  Britain. 

6.  No  such  alternative  as  is  presented  by  Ike 
declaratory  note  on  the  sobject  of  the  Fieaeh 
decree  of  November  31, 1806,  will  be  admissible. 

First.  The  considerations  which  render  a  pre- 
vision on  tbe  subject  of  impressments  indisMast- 
ble  have  been  already  sufficiently  ezplaineo. 

Second.  The  essential  importance  of  the  amend- 
ment required  in  the  eleventh  article  results  frota 
the  extensive  effect  which  the  article,  if  ao- 
amended,  would  have  on  the  system  of  ourcoB' 
merce,  as  hitberto  carried  on  with  the  saneiionot 
acquiescence  of  Great  Britain  herself. 

It  was  hoped  that  tbe  British  Gorernment,  is 
regulating  the' subject  of  this  article,  wonid  at 
least  have  yielded  to  the  example  of  its  treaty 
with  Russia.  It  could  not  have  been  supposed 
that  a  modification  would  be  insisted  on,  wbica 
shuts  to  oar  neutral  commerce  important  cbaa- 
nelS]  left  open  by  tbe  adjudication  of  Britiik 
eontts,  and  particnlarly  by  the  principle  cStaiiBj 
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JtekUions  tnth  Oreat  Britain, 

■■■  -r-  —  '  3 


uuoDDced  hy  that  QovemmeDt  to  this,  through 
Mr.  KiDg,  in  the  year  1801. 

Accoroiog  to  that  principle  and  those  adjudi- 
cations, the  indirect  trade  through  our  neutral 
ports  was  as  free  from  enemies'  colonies  to  every 
other  part  of  the  world  as  to  Europe ;  and  as  free 
to  socQ  colonies,  in  the  articles  of  all  other  coud- 
triea,  as  in  European  articles. 

According  to  the  tenor  of  the  article,  and  the 

Smerat  prohibitory  principle  asaumed  ny  Great 
ritain,  to  which  it  has  an  implied  refereneej  Jthe 
prodnelions,  both  of  the  continental  and  of  the 
lAsolar  colonies  in  America,  can  no  loneer  be  re* 
exported,  as  heretofore,  to  any  part  or  Asia  or 
Afriea,  or  even  of  America,  and,  consequently, 
can  no  longer  enter  into  the  trades  carried  on  from 
the  UniteiTSiaies  to  the  Asiatic  or  African  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean,  nor  to  any  of  the  places 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Crood  Hope  offering  a  market 
for  them,  nor,  finally,  to  any  other  enemy  or  neu- 
tral  colonies  in  this  quarter,  to  which,  in  reason  as 
well  as  according  to  practice,  tbeyooght  to  be  as 
Te-«zportabIe  as  to  the  countries  in  Europe  to 
which  such  colonies  belong. 

In  like  manner,  the  importations  from  beyond 
tbe  Cape  of  Qooo  Hop&  more  especially  the  cot- 
ton fiibries  of  China  and  India,  can  no  longer  be 
sent,  as  heretofore,  to  the  West  Indies  or  the 
Spanish  main,  where  they  not  only  now  j^ield  a 
greM  profit  to  our  roerehants,  but,  being  mixed  in 
oargoes  with  the  produce  of  (his  country,  facili- 
tate and  encourage  trade  in  the  latter.  Besides 
the  e^t  of  the  article  in  abridging  so  materially 
onr  ralnable  commerce,  tbe  distinction  which  it 
prodnees  between  the  manufactures  of  Europe 
and  those  of  China  and  India,  is  chargeable  with 
efils  of  another  sort.  In  many  cases  it  inigbt  not 
be  easy  to  pronounce  on  the  real  origin  of  the 
articles.  It  is  not  improbable  that  supposititious 
attempts,  also,  might  be  occasionally  made  by  the 
least  scri^ulous  traders.  With  such  pretexts  as 
these,  arguing  from  the  abase  made  of  less  plausi- 
ble ones,  the  interruptions  and  vexations  of  our 
trade  by  the  greedjr  cruisers  which  swarm  on  the 
ocean,  ooald  not  fail  to  be  aujproenied  in  a  degree 
not  a  little  enforeiDK  the  objection  to  the  article 
in  its  present  form. 

As  tbe  prohibitory  principle  of  Great  Britain 
4oes  not  extend  to  the  case  of  a  colonial  trade 
usnaUy  open,  and  no  judicial  decision  has  profes- 
sedly applied  the  principle  to  such  a  trade,  it  is  a 
reasonable  inference,  that  the  article  will  not  be 
socoostmed  as  to  interfere  with  tbe  trade  of  that 
description,  between  enemy  colonies  beyond  tbe 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  other  countries  and 
ports  in  that  quarter.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  guard  against  a  construction 
of  tbe  article  that  would  abolish  the  rule  observ- 
ed in  the  prize  courts  of  Great  Britain,  which,  in 
the  case  of  the  Eastern  colonies,  presumes  tnat 
these  ports  were  always  open,  and  thereby  throws 
on  the  captors,  instead  of  the  claimants,  the  dis- 
adrutage  of  proving  the  fact  in  quation. 

It  is  obsetTabte  that  the  duration  of  this  article 
is  limited  to  the  period  of  the  present  hostilities, 
Tlule  the  otben  ate  to  be  in  force  for  ten  years ; 


so  that  if  there  should  be  a  peace  and  a  renewal 
of  the  war,  as  is  very  possible,  within  the  latter 
period,  tbe  onerous  parts  of  tne  bargain  wonld 
survive  a  part,  in  consideration  of  which  they 
were  assumed.  Justice  and  reciprocity  evidently 
require  that  the  more  important  articles  of  the 
treaty  should  be  regarded  as  conditions  of  each 
other,  and  therefore  that  they  should  be  co-dura- 
ble. In  this  point  of  view,  you  will  bring  the 
subject  under  reconsideration,  and  without  mak- 
ing this  particular  amendment  an  nltimatnmj 
press  it  with  all  the  force  which  it  merits.  Tiiia 
amendment  ought  to  be  less  resisted  on  the  Britr 
ish  side,  as  it  would  still  leave  to  that  side  an  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  nature  of  the  two  great 
objects  to  he  attained  hy  the  United  Stat^  name- 
ly, the  Immunity  of  our  crews,  and  of  our  neutral 
commerce,  which  are  connected  with  a  state  of 
war  only ;  whereas,  the  stipulations  valued  bjr 
Great  Britain  will  operate  constantly  throughout 
the  period  of  the  treaty,  as  well  in  a  state  of 
peace  as  in  a  state  of  war. 

Whatever  term  may  finally  be  settled  for  the 
continuance  of  this  regulation,  it  will  be  proper 
to  retain  tbe  clanse  which  saves  the  right  involved 
in  the  article  from  any  constructive  abandonment 
or  abridgment.  Even  the  temporary  modification 
of  the  right,  as  it  will  stand  without  the  iiwtdmis* 
sible  restrictions  now  in  the  article,  is  considoed 
as  an  important  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  their  desire  of  friendly  adjustraeot 
with  Great  Britain.  To  an  admission  of  the  arti- 
cle, with  these  restrictions,  the  President  nrfen 
the  footing  promised  to  the  colonial  trade,  oy  the 
deference  of  Great  Britain  for  the  maritime  Pow- 
ers, and  by  an  unfettered  right  of  the  United 
States  to  adapt  their  r^ulations  to  the  course 
which  her  policy  may  take. 

That  the  operation  of  the  article,  in  its  present 
form,  might  be  more  fully  understood,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  avail  the  public  of  the  ideas  ol 
a  citizen  of  great  intelligence  and  experience  with, 
respect  to  our  commerce.  His  remarks,  contained 
in  tbe  paper  herewith  enclosed,  afford  a  valuable 
elucidation  of  thesutiject.  They  will  suggest,  at 
the  same  lime,  some  explanatory  preeaatiou 
worthy  of  attention,  particnlarly  in  the  case  of 
articles,  which,  paying  no  duty  on  importation, 
into  the  United  States,  do  not  fall  under  the  reg- 
ulation of  drawbacks,  and  in  the  case  of  securing, 
bv  bond,  instead  of  actually  paying  the  duties 
allowed  to  be  drawn  back.  It  appears  by  tbe  ol^ 
serrations  in  your  tetter  of  January  3d,  that  the 
bond  was  understood,  as  it  surely  ought  to  be, 
equivalent  to  actual  payment.  But  this  is  a  point 
so  material,  that  it  cannot  be  too  explicitly  guard- 
ed against  the  misinterpretation  of  interested, 
cruiserit,  and  the  ignorance  or  perverseness  of  in- 
ferior courts. 

Third.  The  necessity  of  the  change  required  in 
the  third  article,  in  order  to  secure  an  indirect  as 
well  as  direct  trade  to  the  British  East  Indies,  will 
be  fully  explained  by  the  obserTations  which  have 
been  obtained  frwi  several  of  onr  best  informed 
citizens  on  tbe  snbject,  and  which  are  herewitli 
enclosed. 
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As  this  laiilude  of  intercoane  was  stipulated 
^7  the  thirteenth  article  of  the  Tivaty  of  1794,  as 
judicially  ezpoaoded  by  the  British  superior 
courts;  as  it  was  eDjoyed  by  the  United  States 

trior  to  that  epoch,  aoo  has  been  always  enjoyed, 
3th  before  anJ  aioce,  by  other  frieDdfy  nations ; 
and  as  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  British 
'Government  has  been  at  all  times  ready,  since  the 
article  expired,  to  renew  it  in  its  original  form,  it 
■may  jti!t]y  be  expected  that  the  inserted  innova- 
■tion  will  not  be  insisted  on.  Should  the  expecta- 
tion fail,  the  course  preferred  is  to  drop  the  article 
altogether,  tearing  the  trade  on  the  general  foot- 
ing of  the  most  favored  nation,  or  even  trusting 
to  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  for  such  regula- 
tions as  may  correspond  with  that  of  the  United 
States. 

Should  the  negotiation  take  op  the  East  India 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  1794,  yon  will  find  seve- 
ral  amendraeDts  suggested  in  the  extracts  above 
referred  to,  some  of  which  may  bne  attempted  with 
the  greater  chance  of  success,  as  they  are  harm- 
less, if  not  favorable  to  the  British  system.  To 
these  suggestions  may  be  added,  a  privilege  to 
American  vessels  of  louchinfatlheCapeorGood 
Hope.  The  objection  tosucn  astipulation,  under 
the  present  defeasible  title  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
Cape,  may  be  obviated  by  a  descriptive  provision, 
not  necessarily  applicable  to  it,  in  the  event  of  its 
restitution  by  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  embracing 
it,  in  case  the  British  title  should  be  established 
by  that  event.  It  may  be  agreed  "  that  vessels  of 
the  United  States  may  touch  for  refreshment  at 
all  the  ports  and  pi  lacea  io  the  possession  of 
Great  Britain  on  or  in  the  African  or  Asiatic 
aeas." 

Fonrtb.  Without  a  provision,  or  a  reservation, 
as  to  the  claims  of  indemnity,  an  abandonment  of 
them  may  be  inferred  from  a  treaty,  as  being  a 
final  settlement  of  existing  controversies.  It  can- 
not be  presumed  that  a  precaution  against  such 
an  inference,  in  any  mode  that  may  be  most  efiec- 
tual,  can  be  opposed  or  complained  of.  On  the 
contrary,  it  excites  just  surprise  that  so  much  re- 
aistance  should  be  made  to  indemnifications  sup- 
ported by  the  clearest  rules  of  right,  and  by  a 
precedent  in  a  former  treaty  between  the  two 
eoUDlries,  from  which  so  many  other  articles  have 
been  copied.  The  only  colorable  plea  for  refusing 
the  deaired  provision,  flows  from  a  presumption, 
not  only  that  the  British  Conrts  are  disposed,  hut 
that  they  are  competent,  (o  the  purpose  of  com- 
plete redress.  Not  to  repeat  observations  hereto- 
fore made  on  this  subject,  an  unanswerable  one  is 

anggeaied  by  the  clause  in  the  article  of  the 

trraty,  BDnolling  the  principle,  or  rather  the  pre- 
tence, that  vessels  without  contraband  of  war  on 
board,  returning  from  a  port  to  which  they  had 
carried  articles  of  that  sort,  were  subject  to  cap- 
ture and  condemnation.  Previous  even  to  this 
recognition,  it  bad  been  settled  as  the  law  of  na- 
tions, by  the  British  High  Court  of  Admiralty, 
that  vessels  so  circumstanced  were  exempt  from 
interruption.  Yet  a  British  Order  of  August, 
1803,  expressly  declares  them  to  be  lawful  prizes; 
and  u  is  well  known  thai  a  number  of  American 


vessels  have  been  seized  and  condemned  inder 
that  order.  Here,  then,  is  a  class  of  wroogs 
dentably  'entitled  to  redress,  and  which  neitlrn 
can,  nor  ever  could  possibly  be  redressed  id  ibe 
ordinary  course;  it  being  an  avowed  rnle  vitli 
the  prize  courts,  to  follow  such  orders  of  the  Gov- 
ernment as  eiiher  expounding  or  supersedisjt  the 
taw  of  nations.  Even  cases  not  finally  decided 
would  probably  be  considered  as  falling  gaderdie 
rule  existing  at  the  time  of  the  capiDre,aDd  eon- 
seqtiently  be  added  to  this  catatt^ue  of  ackaowl- 
edffed  hut  unredressed  injuries. 

Fifth.  Articles  18  and  19.  An  effect  of  ihtse 
articles  is  to  secure  to  British  cruisers  aad  tbeir 
prizes  a  treatment  in  American  ports  morefav» 
able  than  will  be  permitted  to  those  of  an  eaeiBTi 
with  a  saving  -of  contrary  stipulations  alres^ 
made,  and  a  prohibition  of  any  such  in  fatiire. 
As  none  of'  our  treaties  with  the  betliEjereDt  na- 
tions (France  excepted)  stipulate  to  iheir  craiiten 
an  equality  in  this  respect,  and  as  there  are  psrtia 
to  the  war  with  whom  we  have  no  treaties,  itfot- 
lows  that  a  discrimination  is  made  in  the  midst  of 
war  between  the  belligerent  nations,  which  it  wiH 
not  be  in  the  power  of  the  United  Slates  to 
redress. 

Weighty  considerations  would  dissuade  from 
such  a  deviation  from  a  strict  equality  toward  bel- 
ligerent nations,  if  stipulated  at  a  tune  least  liaMe 
to  objection.  But  it  would  be  impossible  to  jot- 
tify  a  stipulation  in  the  midst  of  war,  substitatiu 
for  an  existing  equality  an  advantage  to  one  (h 
the  belligerent  parties  over  its  adversaries;  aad 
that,  too,  without  any  compensation  to  theneo- 
tral,  shielding  its  motive  from  the  appearaace  of 
mere  partiality.  Hitherto  the  United  States  hare 
avoided,  as  much  as  possible,  such  embamM- 
ments ;  and  with  this  view  have  gratuitously  ei- 
tended  to  all  belligerents  the  privileges  stipalaied 
to  any  of  them.  Great  Britain  has  bad  the  beoeit 
of  this  sdrupulons  policy ;  she  can,  therefor^  wiik 
the  less  reason  expect  it  to  be  relinquished  forber 
benefit. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  nineteenth  article 
establishes  a  just  principle  as  to  the  responsibilitf 
of  a  neutral  nation,  whose  territory  has  beeti  vio- 
lated by  captures  within  its  limits ;  bat  by  ex- 
tending the  principle  to  the  two  miles  added  tooer 
jurisdiction  the  twelfth  article,  qualified  u 
that  addition  is,  it  is  made  peculiarly  imptffiaii 
that  an  amendment  sboold  take  place. 

Passing  by  the  failure  of  a  -reeiiirocity,  eitha 
in  the  terms  of  the  probable  operation  or  the  re* 
sponsibility,  the  United  States  seem  to  be  boood 
to  claim  from  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain  re* 
dress  for  a  hostile  act,  which  such  enemies  may 
not  have  renounced  Ibelr  right  to  commit  witttia 
the  given  space;  making  thus  the  United  States 
liable  to  the  one  party,  without  a  correspondent 
liability  to  them  in  the  other  party  ;  and.  at  tbe 
same  time,  entitling  Great  Britain  to  redress  for 
acts  committed  by  her  enemies,  which  she  hai 
reserved  to  hoaelf  a  right  to  commit  agaiuM 
them. 

Should  all  the  other  belligerent  nations,  coaln* 
ry  to  protnbility,  concur  in  the  addiuoo  tvo 
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nileiioour  jurisdictioD,  this  cogstractioD  woatd 
•till  be  applicable  lo  tbrir  armed  ships;  those  ud- 
anned  alone  heiag  theadditional  immuoity  agaiast 
British  cruisers;  and  the  armed  at  well  as  (he 
ODarmed  ships  of  Great  Briiain  being  expressly 
within  the  addiiioDal  responubilitjr  of  the  UDited 
Sutes. 

Sixib.  No  treaty  eaa  be  sanctiooed  by  ihe  Uni- 
ted Suie*  under  toe  alteroative  presented  by  the 
declaratory  oote  on  the  subject  of  the  French 
decree  of  Norember  ^Ist.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
oeeuioD  which  produced  it  will  hare  Taniibed, 
■ad  that  it  will  not  be  reoewed  ia  eooDexion  wiih , 
a  future  signature  on  the  part  of  Great  Briiain. 
The  uimosc  that  would  be  .allowable  in  such  a 
caw  would  be,  a  candid  declaration  that,  in  sign- 
ing  orratifyinff  a  treaty,  it  was  understood  on  the 
jMrtof  Great  Britain,  that  nothing  therein  con- 
tained would  be  a  bar  to  auy  measures,  which,  if 
DO  such  treaty  existed,  would  be  lawful  as  a  retal- 
iation against  the  measures  of  an  enemy.  And 
with  such  a  declaration,  it  would  be  proper,  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  combine  an 
equivalent  protest  against  its  being  understood, 
that  either  the  treaty  or  the  British  declaration 
Would  derogate  from  any- rights  or  immunities 
agaiasttbe  effect  of  such  reialiatihg  measures, 
which  would  lawfully  appertain'  to  them  as  a 
neotral  nation,  in  eaae  no  auch  treaty  or  dec- 
laration existed. 

Haring  given  thia  view  of  the  alterations  which 
are  to  be  held  e!>sential,  i  proceed  to  notice  such 
ethers,  as,  though  not  included  in  ihe  ultimatum, 
are  to  be  regarded  as  more  or  less  deservieg  your 
best  exertions.  This  will  be  most  convenieotl^ 
done,  by  a  review  of  the  several  articles  in  their 
Bomerical  order. 

The  iiecond,  fourth,  and  fifth  articles,  all  relate 
to  the  trade  and  navigation  between  the  two 
countries.  The  two  6rst  make  do  change  in  the 
siipolalioos  of  the  Treaty  of  1794.  The  last  has 
changed,  and  much  for  the  better,  the  provisions 
ef  that  treaty  on  the  subject  of  tonnage  and  nav- 
igation. 

Two  important  questions,  however,  enter  iulo 
an  estimate  of  these  artielei. 

The  first  is,  whether  they  are  to  be  understood 
u  a  bar  to  any  r^Iatioiu,  such  as  navigation 
■el^  which  would  merely  establish  a  reciprocity 
with  British  regulations?  From  the  constructioo 
which  seems  to  have  been  always  put  on  the 
same  stipulations  in  the  Treaty  of  1791,  it  is  con- 
eluded  that  no  soeh  bar  could  be  created,  and, 
coBsequently,  that  the  articles  are,  in  that  respect, 
Unexceptionable.  It  may  be  well,  nevertheless,  to 
ascertain  that  the  subject  is  viewed  in  this  light 
by  the  British  Government. 

The  second  question  is^  whether  the  parties  be, 
orbenot,  maiuaUy  restrained  from  laying  duties, 
as  well  as  prohibitions,  uafavorabty  discriminat- 
ing between  articles  exported  to  uiem  and  like 
articles  exported  to  other  nations  % 

According  to  the  eonstraciion  put  by  the  United 
Sutes  on  the  same  clanaea  in  the  Treaty  of  1794, 
the  mntual  restraint  was  ait^ioable  to  diserimi- 
■Minns  of  bMh  kin^  The  British  disetiminatiog  1 1 


I  duties  on  exports,  introduced  under  the  naiDe  of 
convoy  duties,  and  since  continued  and  augment- 
ed under  other  names,  were  accordingly  combated 
t  during  the  existence  of  the  treaty,  as  infractions 
of  its  text.  The  British  Government,  however, 
□ever  yielded  to  our  construction,  either  in  dis- 
cussion or  in  practice.  And  it  appears,  from  what 
passed  in  your  negotiations  on  this  subject,  that 
ibe  construction  which  is  lo  prevail  admits  dis- 
criminating dutieb  on  exports. 

In  this  point  of  view,  the  stipulation  merits 
very  serious  attention.  It  cannot  be  regarded  aa 
either  reciprocal  or  fair  in  principle,  or  as  juat 
and  friendly  in  practice. 

In  the  case  of  prohibitions,  where  both  Govern- 
meotsare  on  an  equal  footing,  because  it  isunder- 
stood  that  both  have  the  authority  to  impose 
them,  neither  is  left  al  liberty  to  exercise  the 
authority. 

In  the  case  of  duties,  where  the  British  Gov- 
ernment possesses  the  authority  to  impose  them, 
but  where  it  ib  well  known  that  the  authority  is 
withheld  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  by  their  ConstitulioOj  the  articles  are 
silent;  and,  of  course,  the  British  Government  is 
left  free  to  impose  discriminating  duties  on  their 
exports,  while  no  such  duties  can  he  im^sed  by 
that  of  the  United  States.  How  will  it  be  in 
praeticef  Stating  the  exports^  of  Great  Britain 
to  the  United  States  at  six  millions  sterling  only, 
the  present  duty  of  four  per  cent,  levies  a  tax  on 
the  United  States  amounting  te  two  hundred  and 
forty  thonsand  pounds,  or  one  million  sixty-five 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars;  and  there  is  ooth- 
ing,  while  the  war  in  Europe  checks  competition 
there,  and  while  obvious  causes  must  for  a  long 
time  enfeeble  it  here,  that  can  secure  us  against 
further  augmentations  of  the  tribute. 

Even  under  a  regulation  placing  the  United 
Slates  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation, 
it  appears  that  the  British  Government  would 
draw  into  its  treasury,  from  our  consumption, 
three-eighths  of  the  revenue  now  paid  into  it  by 
the  United  States.  Such  a  footing,  however, 
would  be  material,  as  giving  the  United  States 
the  benefit  of  the  cheek  accruing  from  the  mora 
manufacturing  state  of  the  European  ifation.  But 
to  be  deprived  of  that  check  by  the  want  of  an 
article,  putiing  us  on  the  fooling  of  the  naiiona 
most  favored  by  Great  Britain,  and  at  the  same 
time  deprived  of  our  own  cheeks  by  clauses  put- 
ting Great  Britain  on  the  commercial  footing  of 
the  nations  most  favored  by  the  United  States, 
would,  in  effect,  confirm  aforeign  authority  to  tax 
thepeopleoftbe  United  States,  without  the  chance 
of  reciprocity  or  redress. 

The  British  duly  on  exports  to  the  United 
States  has  another  effect,  not  entirely  to  be  disre- 

garded.  It  proportionally  augments  the  price  of 
iritish  manufactures  re-exported  from  the  United 
Sutes  to  other  markets,  and  so  far  promotes  a  di- 
rect supply  from  Great  Britain  by  Iter  own  mer- 
chants and  ships.  Should  this  not  be  the  effect 
of  her  regulations  as  now  framed,  there  is  nothing 
that  would  forbid  a  change  of  them,  having  thar 
for  its  object. 
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OntheBecoDstderationsjit  is  enjoined  Dpon  yon  br 
the  President,  to  press,  in  the  strongest  terms,  such 
an  explanation  or  amendment  of  thin  part  of  the 
treaty,  a^i  will,  if  possible,  restrain  Great  Britafn 
altogether  frona  taxing  exports  to  the  United 
States,  or  at  least  place  them  on  the  Tooting  of  the 
itiost  urored  nation ;  or  if  neither  be  attainable, 
soehaehange  in  the  instrument, in  other  respects, 
as  will  reserve  to  the  United  States  the  right  to 
discriminate  between  Great  Britain  and  other  na- 
tions in  their  prohibition  of  exports ;  the  only  dis- 
crimination, 10  the  case  of  exports,  permitted  by 
the  Constitution.  The  unwillingness  of  the  Pre- 
sident to  risk  an  entire  failure  of  the  projected 
accommodation  with  Great  Britain  restrains  htm 
from  making  an  amendmerot  of  this  part  of  the 
treaty  a  tine  qua  non  ;  but  he  considers  it  so  rea- 
sonable, and  so  maeh  called  for  by  the  opiaions 
and  feelings  of  this  country,  that  be  is  equally 
anxious  and  confident  with  respect  to  a  compli- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  British  Government. 
^  Art.  6.  This  article,  as  taking  the  case  of  the 
West  India  trade  out  of  any  general  stipolation 
of  privileges  granted  to  other  nations,  may  prove 
convenient,  by  disencumbering  measures  which 
may  be  taken  against  the  British  monopoly  from 
questions  of  which  that  atipnlation  mi^ht  other* 
wise  be  susceptible. 

Art.  7,  though  to  remain,  if  desired,  woold  be 
more  reasonable  without  the  last  paragraph,  or 
with  a  right  only  to  except  places  and  periods  at 
which  the  trade  of  the  other  party  may  not  be 
permitted. 

Art.  8.  This  article  is  framed  with  more  ae- 
cnraey  than  the  seventeenth, on  the  samesobject, 
in  the  Treaty  of  1794,  and  »  improved  by  the  ad- 
ditional jMragraph  at  the  close  of  it.  Bulas  such 
general  stipnlationa  have  not  been  found  of  much 
avail  in  practice,  and  as  it  continues  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  President  toavoid,  especially  at  the  present 
janetare,  annecessary  confirmations  of  the  prin- 
ciple that  a  neutral  flag  does  not  protect  enemies' 
property,  an  omission  of  the  article  is  much  pre- 
ferred^ unless  it  be  ro  varied  as  to  be  free  from  this 
objection.  This  may  easily  be  done,  by  substitu- 
ting a  generat  stipulation  "  that,  in  all  cases  where 
vessels  shall  be  captured  or  detained  for  any  law- 
ful cause,  they  shall  be  brought  to  the  nearest  or 
most  convenient  port,  and  such  part  only  of  the 
articles  on  board  as  are  cooGscable  by  the  law  of 
nations  shall  be  made  prize ;  and  the  vessel,  unless 
by  that  law  subject  also  to  confiscation,  shall  be 
at  liberty  to  proceed,"  dbc. 

There  oa|;ht  to  be  the  less  hesitation  on  the 
British  side  in  making  this  change,  as  the  article, 
in  its  present  form,  departs  from  that  of  1794 ;  and 
there  is  the  more  reason  on  our  side  for  requiring 
the  change,  as  the  addition  of  "  for  other  lawful 
caose,**  after  specifying  the  two  cases  of  enemy's 
property  and  contraband  of  war,  is  probably  val- 
ued by  Great  Britain  as  supporting  her  doctrine, 
and  impairing  ours,  with  respect  to  colonial  trade. 
The  only  case  other  than  those  specified  to  which 
the  right  of  capture  is  applicable  is  that  of  block- 
ades, which  might  have  been  as  easily  specified 
as  provided  for  oy  such  a  residuary  phrase ;  and 


the  pretext  for  appropriating  this  phrase  to  iW 
ease  of  the  colonial  trade  would  be  strengtheied 
by  the  specific  provisitm,  in  a  anhseqaent  irtid^ 
for  the  ease  of  uoekades.  I 

It  cannot  be  alleged  that  the  specification  of  tbe  i 
two  cases  of  enempa  property  and  cootraband  of  ' 
war  is  necesrary  to  prevent  nncertaioty  aD<l  eoa-  | 
trorersy :  the  United  States  having  sufficiently  i 
manifested  their  acquieacenee  in  these  caoses « 
capture.   If  there  be  a  source  of  nncertaiaty  ud  ' 
controversv,  it  is  in  the  expressions  "  other  Iiw-  I 
ful  cause,"  and"  otherwise  confiscable;"  ind 
this  source  could  not  be  increased  bythecbuge 
here  proposed. 

Art.  9.  This  article  is  an  improvement  of  that  | 
on  the  same  sabject  in  the  Treaty  of  1794,  inat- 
much  as  it  excepts  from  the  list  of  contraband  tar 
and -pitch,  when  not  bound  to  a  port  of  nard  | 
equipment;  and,  when  so  bound,  substitata  pn-  , 
emption  for  forfeiture.   It  has  an  advaoUise,aln, 
in  the  clause  renouncing  the  principle  of  the  Brit 
ish  Order  of  June,  1803,  against  vessels  retnraiu 
from  places  to  which  ihey  bad  «irried  eontrabnl 
of  war. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  not  have  been  as- 
reasonable  to  expect  that  the  British  OovernmRit 
would,  in  a  Treaty  with  the  United  States,  hare 
insisted  on  no  stipulation  lem  favorable  than  faer 
stipulation  on  the  same  subject  with  Russia,  espe- 
cially as  the  naval  stores  exported  from  the  Doi- 
ted States  are  equally  the  powth  and  prodnee  of 

the  country. 
Consistency,  again,  as  well  as  reason,  evueitly 

required  that  the  exception  in  favor  of  tar  all 
pitch  should  have  been  extended  to  every  speeiM 
of  naval  stores  equally  applicable  to  otner  u» 
than  those  of  war.  and  destined  to  places  otkcr 
than  those  of  naval  equipment. 

Lastly,  it  is  observable  than  even  tnriMaiin 
and  rosin  ate  not  included  with  tar  and  pitch  ti 
the  favorable  exceptions,  though  of  a  character « 
kindred  as  to  leave  no  pretext  for  the  distinetioa. 

Neither  has  the  British  Government  the  slight- 
est ground  for  regarding  as  a  concession  the  stip- 
ulated immunity  of  a  vessel  which,  on  her  cot- 
ward  voyage,  had  carried  contraband  to  a  hostile 
port.  The  principle  asserted  bjr  her  order  <m 
that  subject  is  an  innovation  against  the  cleat^ 
right  of  neutrals,  as  recognised  and  enforced 
even  by  British  courts.  The  very  languages 
the  article  implies  that  this  is  a  pretence  for  the 
innovation.  . 

These  consideretlons  v^e  a  remodificaiioa  of 
the  article,  and  ther  are  strengthened  by  the  great 
dislike  of  the  President  to  formal  recogniiiona, 
this  particular  moment,  of  principles  combated  by 
some,  and  unfavorable  to  all  neutral  iMtions.  So 
ineligible,  indeed,  in  his  view,  is  any  step  teadiof 
in  the  least  to  retard  the  progress  of  these  prioei- 
ples,  that  naval  stores  are  to  be  left  on  a  stipulated 
list  of  contraband  in  the  event  only  of  an  inflexible 
refusal  of  the  British  Government  to  omit  then; 
nor  are  they  to  be  reUined,  in  any  event,  witheat 
an  addition  or  explanation  that  will  exeept  tur- 
pentine and  rosin,  as  well  as  tar  and  pitch ;  tha« 
being  no  plausible  motive  for  the  distinctton,  aad 
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the  qnuiitjr  and  raise  of  the  two  former  ezpdrt- 
ed  from  the  Uoiied  States  being  foDnd,oD  inquiry, 
to  make  ihem  of  equal  imporuace  with  the  two 
latter.  It  can  scarcely  be  supposed  that  the  Brit- 
ifhGoreTDment  will  insist  on  ibis  unwarrantable 
diatinciion.  It  is  sQt,  indeed,  ianprobable  that  it 
fau  been  a  mere  inadvertence.  Such  an  inference 
ia  fovored  by  the  circnmstance  of  your  speakio;, 
IB  your  oomment  on  this  article,  of  tar  and  tor - 
pvDtioe  as  being  the  two  exceptions.  Whatever 
the  true  state  of  the  case  maybe,  it. is  thought 
better  to  omit  a  listof  oontraband  altogether  than 
not  to  tttclude  in  the  exception  from  it  turpentine 
and  rosin,  as  well  as  tar  and  pitch. 

Art.  10.  The  abuse  of  blockades  has  been  so 
exiraTagani,  and  has  produced  so  much  vexation 
and  iqjary  to  the  fair  commerce  of  the  United 
Statea,  that  aa,  on  one  band,  it  is  of  great  import* 
anee  to  find  a  remedy,  so,  on  the  other,  it  is  the 
more  necessary  that  the  remedy  should  be  aaeh 
as  not  itself  to  admit  of  abase.  Theeonsideratioos 
which  reconciled  you  to  the  tenor  of  the  article 
as  at  least  a  constructive  approach  to  a  solid  pro- 
Tision  for  the  case,  are  allowed  the  weight  which 
they  jostly  merit;  whilst  the  coarse  which  your 
discussions  took  is  a  proof  of  the  exertions  which 
were  used  to  give  the  article  a  more  ntisfaetory 
form. 

The  failure,  however,  of  the  British  Commis- 
sioners to  substantiate  a  favorable  construction  of 
the  article,  by  a  proper  explanatory  letter  address- 
ed to  you,  with  their  reasons  for  refusing  to  in- 
sert in  the  treaty  a  defioition  of  blockade,  justify 
apprehensions  that  the  vague  terms  wbioh  alone 
were  paimitted  lo  eompose  tfaa  arttele  would  be 
more  likely  to  be  turned  againat  oar  object  by 
courts  and  crtrisers,  and  |>erbapB  by  a  less  liberal 
Cabinet,  tban  to  receive  in  practice  the  more  fa- 
vorable construction  wbioh  candor  anticipated. 

The  British  doctrine  of  i^ockades,  exemplified 
by  practice,  is  different  from  that  of  all  other  na- 
tions, as  well  as  from  the  reason  and  nature  of  that 
operation  of  war.  The  mode  of  notifying  a  block- 
ade by  proclamations  and  diplomatic  communiT 
eatioQs,  of  what,  too,  is  to  be  done,  rather  than  of 
what,  in  fact,  has  been  done,  ia  more  particularly 
the  evil  which  is  to  be-correcied.  Against  these 
nominal  blockadu  the  article  does  not  sufficiently 
close  the  door.  The  preamble  itself,  which  refers 
to  distance  of  situation  as  a  JreqtteTU  cause  of  not 
knowing  that  a  blockade  exists,  though,  in  one 
Tiew,  giving  the  United  States  the  advantage  of 
a  ftronble  presumption,  in  another  view  carries 
an  admission  onfavorable  to  our  iirineiple,  which 
rests  net  on  the  distance  of  situation,  bnt  on  the 
nature  of  the  case,  and  which  consequently  rejects, 
io  all  cases,  the  legal  sufficiency  of  notifications 
in  the  British  mode.  The  preamble  is  liable  to 
the  remark  also,  that  it  separates  our  cause  from 
the  common  one  of  neutral  nations  in  a  less  dis- 
tant situation,  and  that  tire  principle  of  it  may 
even  be  pleaded  against  us  in  tne  case  of  blockades 
in  the  West  Indies.  These  considerations  would 
have  been  outweighed  by  the  advantage  of  estab- 
tisbing  a  satisfactory]  role  on  this  subject  in  favor 

oajr  trade }  but,  without  sneh  a  provision  in  the 


Great  Britain, 


article  it  ia  thotigbt  leas  advisable  to  retain  it  than 
to  trust  to  the  law  of  blockades,  as  laid  down  by 
all  writers  of  authority,  as  supported  by  all  trea^ 
ties  which  define  it^  and  more  especially  as  recog- 
nised and  communicated  to  the  United  States  by 
the  British  Government, through  its  Minister  here, 

in  last;  not  to  mention  the  influence  whick 

the  course  of  events  and  the  sentiments  of  the  mar- 
itkae  nationa  in  friendship  with  Great  Britain 
may  have  in  producing  a  refurm  on  this  aubjeet* 
The  last  paragraph,  though  subjecting  persons 
io  civil  as  well  as  military  service  of  an  enemy, 
to  capture  in  our  vessels,  may  prove  a  valuable 
safeguard  to  ordinary  passengers  and.  marinere, 
against  the  wrongs  which  they  now  frequently 
experience,  and  which  affect  the  venet  as  well  u 
themselves. 

Art.  12.  It  ia  much  regretted  that  a  provision 
could  not  be  obtained  against  the  practice  of  Bri- 
tish cruisers,  in  hovering  and  taking  stations  for 
the  purpose  of  surprising  the  trade  going  in  and 
out  of  our  harbors;  a  practice  with  the  British 
Government  felt  to  be  so  injurious  lo  the  dignity 
and  rights  of  that  nation,  at  periods  when  it  was 
aeotnu.  An  addition  of  two  miles,  nevertheless, 
to  our  maritime  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  to  protect 
neutral  and  other  unarmed  vessels,  notwithstand- 
ing its  want  of  anything  like  a  due  reciprocity,  is 
not  without  iu  value.  This  value  will  atthe  same 
time  be  very  materially  impaired,  if  the  stipulation 
cannot  be  liberated  from  the  clause  requiring  the 
consent  of  the  other  belligerent  nations,  as  neces- 
sary to  exempt  their  vessels  from  search  and  sei- 
zure. None  of  the  other  belligerent  natioos  have, 
io  fact,  unarmed  vessels  engaged  in  our  trade,  nor 
are  tbey  likely  to  have  any  during  the  war;  and 
those  alone  could  derive  advantage  from  their  con- 
sent, tbeir  armed  vessels  being  expressly  excepted* 
There  can  be  no  mdtive  with  them,  therefore,  to 
agree  to  the  regulation.  .They  would  rather  be 
tempted  to  embarrass  it,  with  a  view  to  continue^ 
as  much  as  possible,  vexations  which  lessen  the 
mutual  good  will  of  the  parties.  And  as,  by  their 
not  agreeing  to  the  regulation,  the  right  is  reserved 
to  British  cruisers  to  examine  all  vessels  for  the 

fiurpose  of  ascertaining  whether  they  may  not  be- 
ong  to  a  belligerent,  the  disturbance  of  our  trade 
might  be  little  diminished  within  the  additional 
two  miles.  Besides  the  mere  interruption  of  a 
search  eoDcer niag  the  vessel,  it  ia  hardly  tp  be  ex- 
pected, from  the  general  spirit  of  cruisers,  that  the 
search  will  not  m  extended  to  the  cargo ;  and  if 
the  latter  should  be  thns  or  otherwise  found  or 
suspected  to  be  of  a  confiscable  sort,  that  the  temp- 
tation to  capture  would  be  resisted,  the  less  so^ 
perhaps,  as  the  increased  distance  from  the  shore 
and  the  increased  difficulty  of  proof  would  favor 
the  chance  of  condemnation,  or  at  least  counte- 
nance courts  in  their  propensity  to  refuse  dankagee 
and  costs  to  the  claimants. 

To  secure  (he  advantage  promised  by  this  arti- 
cle, the  right  of  search  ought  to  be  suppressed  al- 
together, the  additional  space  enjoying  in  this 
respect  the  same  immunity  as  is  allowed  to  the 
marine  league.  To  this  object  the  Presideat 
wishes  your  endeavors  to  be  directed. 
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I  nacrve  for  the  seTCDtecnlh  article  another 
Tiew  of  the  tabjeet,  which  will  claim  yoar  at 
teDtioQ. 

ArL  13.  The  genenl  prorisioo  here  copied 
from  the  Treaty  of  1794,  though  not  hitherto 
foaud  of  muc^  effect  in  cootrollinjithe  liceotious* 
nesB  of  cruisers,  and  very  different  from  the  special 
rules  in  favor  of  neutrals  coataioed  in  most  trea 
ties  which  touch  the  subject  of  search,  eaters  very 
properly  into  a  compreheDsire  argument  between 
two  fciendtv  nations.  The  introductory  sentence 
alone,  which  consistsof  new  matter,  invites  particu- 
lar notice.  The  expressions  "  as  the  course  of  the 
war  may  possiUe  permit,"  and  "ohservingasmuch 
as  possible,  the  acknowledged  principles  and  rules 
of  the  taw  of  nations,"  however  ftvorably  intend 
ed  by  the  British  negotiator!*,  will  not  improbably 
be  coDstraecl  in  a  relaxation  of  the  neutral  right 
in  faTOr  of  belligerent  pleas,  drawn  from  eircum- 
■tances  of  which  belligerent  nations  will  be  the 
judges.  The  expressions  may  easily  be  so  varied 
as  to  refer  simplv  to  the  law  of  nations  for  the 
rule,  and  to  the  friendship  of  the  parties  for  the 
spirit,  accordiog  to  which  the  sesrco  is  to  be  con* 
ducted.  Jfsucnan  amendment  should  be  deli- 
berately rejected  by  the  British  Qovernment,  tt 
wilt  be  a  proof  of  a  lurking  danger  that  will  re- 
commend an  omission  of  what  relates  to  the  sub 
jeet  of  seach,  in  preference  to  retaining  it. 

Articles  14, 15,  and  16,  call  for  no  particular 
QbserrfttioQ. 

Art.  17.  So  much  of  this  article  as  relates  to  the 
«dmisnon  of  ships  of  war  would  be  advantageously 
cschaoBed  for  ■  general  stipulatioD,  allowing  on 
this  sobject  the  privilege  granted  to  the  most 
fttvored  nation.  It  would  then  be  in  the  power  of 
the  United  Stales  to  limit  the  number  admissible 
at  one  time,  whneaisueh  an  indefinite  admission 
of  Britifth  ships  imposes  on  t>ur  neutrality  a  like 
indulgence  to  the  fleets  of  other  nations.  Such 
an  alteration  of  the  article  is  the  more  reasonable 
and  important,  as  there  will  be  but  little  recipro- 
city in  its  ojwration;  the  United  States' having 
but  few  ships,  and  the  inconveniences  from  Brit- 
ish ships  in  our  ports  being  much  greater  than 
those  from  our  ships  in  British  ports. 

The  engagement  to  treat  officers  of  the  navy 
with  respect  ia  not  ooly  too  indefinite  to  be  en- 
forced bv  penal  regulations,  but  implies  a  re> 
proaehCbf  defect  of  nospitaliiy  and  civility.  Id 
this  light  it  was  viewed  during  the  discussions  of 
the  Treaty  of  1794,  The  elause  probably  grew 
then  out  of  recent  complaints,  well  or  ill  founded, 
of  disrespectful  conduct  on  some  occasion  to- 
wards British  officers.  If  latter  occurrences  were 
to  be  consulted,  it  would  be  a  more  apt  provision 
DOW  to  stipulate  for  the  punishment  of  naval 
eommanders  making  iasultmg  and  ungrateful  re- 
turns for  the  kindness  shown  them  in  our  ports 
and  towns.  The  President  makes  almost  a  point 
of  excluding  this  part  of  the  article. 

Articles  18  and  19  already  noticed. 

Aru  SO.  Considering  the  great  number  of  Bri- 
tish merchants  residing  in  the  United  States,  with 
the  great  means  of  influence  pocseMed  by  them, 
and  the  very  few  American  mereha^  who  re- 


side in  Great  Britain,  the  ineonveoieace  whid 
may  be  incident  to  such  a  protracted  right,  to  » 
main  during  a  state  of  war,  is  evidently  mod 
greater  on  our  side  than  on  the  otber.^  Is  thii 
view  the  stipulation  is  very  unequal.  The  lib- 
eral spirit  of  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  highly  coid- 
mendable.  It  were  only  to  be  wished  ttotiu 
readiness  on  one  side  to  make  sacrifices  <tf  thii 
sort,  to  aspirit  which  ought  to  pervade  evetyput 
of  a  treaty  between  the  parties,  bad  been  leismcl 
by  an  apparent  disposition  on  the  other  sidentba 
to  extort  from  than  to  emulate  it. 

Art.  21  Not  agreeable,  but  not  to  be  aa  ion. 
perable  obstacle. 

Art.  22  is  altogether  proper. 

ArL  23.  This  article  granting  the  privilegoof 
the  most  favored  nation,  seems  to  require  expU- 
nation,  if  not  alleration.  The  term  shall  a» 
tinue  to  be  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  iii> 
lion,"  implies  that  the  parties  are  now  oo  thK 
footing.  To  look  no  further,  the  discrimiatiiH 
between  exports  from  Qreat  Britain  to  Barspi 
and  to  the  United  States  is  a  proof  that  thefiid 
is  otherwise.  , 

But  may  not  the  expression  be  construed  into 
a  barrier  against  laws  en  the  part  of  the  United 
Slates,  establishing  a  reciprocity  with  the  Briti^ 
navigation  act  and  West  India  regulations?  Il 
might  be  impolitic  to  extend  such  laws  to  ill 
other  nations,  as  it  would  be  unjust  to  extend  ibea 
to  such  as  had  not  adopted  the  restrictive  sjtum 
of  Qreat  Britain.  And  yet  a  discrimination  migb 
be  arraigned,  as  not  eontisming-  Oreat  ^taio  m 
the  same  footing  with  other  naiioDs. 

The  object  ofthis  article,  so  far  as  it  is  a  legiti- 
mate one,  would  be  sufficiently  provided  for  bi 
a  mutual  stipulation  of  the  privilwcs  in  iradetu 
navigation  enjoyed  by  the  mostittTored  naiiwi 
and  such  stipulations,  moreover,  ought  injodci 
to  import  or  imply  that  where  privileges  are  glint- 
ed to  a  third  nation  in  consideration  of  privileftcf 
received,  the  privileges  cannot  be  claimed  uodct 
the  stipulation  without  a  return  of  the  same  or  of 
equivalent  privileges.  The  condition  is  certsiol^ 
not  without  difficulties  in  the  execution,  bat  ii 
avoids  a  greater  evil.  Should  Spain  or  Fraaei 
open  her  colonies  to  our  ships  and  productioas  M 
our  granting  eertaia  privileges  lo  ber  trade,  thete 
could  not  be  be  claimed  or  expected  by  the  moft 
friendly  nation  who  would  not  pay  the  price  of 
them. 

Articles  24  and  25  are  entirety  proper. 
Aru  26.  It  is  particularly  desirable  that  the  du- 
ration of  the  treaty  should  be  abridged  to  the  term 
limited  in  the  instructions  of  the  Otb  of  January, 

1804. 

Having  taken  this  view  of  the  subject  with  r^ 
ference  to  a  formal  treaty  under  new  modification 
it  is  necessary  to  recollect  that  you  were  auih«izM 
by  my  letter  of  February  3  to  enter  into  inforoisl 
arrangements,  and  that  before  the  receipt  ofoilf 
tetter  of  March  18  a  plan  of  that  sort  may  bsrt 
been  definitely  settled.  In  such  a  stale  of  thing*! 
it  is  impossible  to  do  better  than  to  leave  yoof 
own  judgments,  aided  by  a  knowledge  of  circooH 
stance*  unknowa  here,  and  by  the  seniiowaU  ei 
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tfae  President  now  communicated,  to  decide  how 
far  it  may  be  eligiUe,or  otherwise,  to  attempt  lo 
wpenede  that  informal  arrangement,  by  opeoiog 
the  negotiation  herein  contemplated. 

Should,  on  another  hand,  the  negotiation  be 
found  in  the  state  authorized  by  my  letter  of 
March  18,  tbat  is  to  say,  matured  proTisionally 
only,  and  eoDseqnently  lesTio^  the  door  open  for 
the  vzperiment  now  provided  for,  it  must  equally 
remain  with  your  own  judgments^  guided  by  a 
eomparisoa  of  the  termsof  the  proTisional  arrange- 
ment with  the  present  instrusiioos,  to  decide  how 
far  it  may  be  best  to  close  the  former,  or  to  pur- 
sue the  objects  of  the  latter,  with  a  view,  in  case 
of  failure,  to  return  to  and  close  the  former. 

Whatever  may  be  tfae  course  recommended  by 
the  actual  state  of  things,  yqu  will  feel  the  pro- 
priety of  smoothiog  the  way  for  it,  by  the  ei^la- 
natioos  which  wilfbest  satisfy  the  British  Gor- 
onmeDt  that  the  several  steps  taken  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  have  {woceeded  from  their 
solicitude  to  find  some  ground  on  which  the  diffi- 
culties and  differences  existing  between  the  two 
eoaotries  might'  be  amicably  and  permanently 
terminated.  You  will  be  equally  aware  of  the 
importance  of  transmitting  hither  as  early  and  as 
eutumstantial  information  of  your  proceedings 
and  prospects  as  opportunities  will  permit ;  and 
will  particularly  keep  in  mind  the  earnest  desire 
of  the  President  to  possess  in  due  time  every 
material,  preparatory  to  the  communications  re- 
laitne  to  our  affairs  with  Great  Britain,  which 
will  be  so  anxiously  expected  on  the  meeting  of 
Congress  on  the  first  Monday  in  December. 

Since  the  contents  of  this  despaieh  were  deter- 
nined  on  and  mostly  prepared,  advices  have  been 
nerived  of  the  change  which  is  taking  place  in 
the  British  administration.  Composed  as  the  new 
one  is  likely  to  be,  or  rather  is  said  lo  be,  ibe  event 
will  su^eet  our  British  affairs  to  new  calcula- 
tions. The  difference  in  the  ^[eneral  complexion 
ascribed  to  ibe  politics  of  the  rival  parties  towards 
tbeUnited  Sutes,and  the  tangnage  held  by  some 
iadividuals  of  the  one  now  ectering  the  Cabinet, 
angnr,  on  one  hand,  fresh  obstacles  to  a  favorable 
negotiation  ;  on  the  other  hand,  however,  a  less 
degree  of  confidence  in  their  own  strength  than 
wa*  felt  by  their  predecessors,  and  a  dread  of  fur- 
nishing these  with  such  a  topic  as  might  be  found 
ID  a  real  or  tnapendiog  collision  with  this  country, 
nay  be  a  powerful  control  on  illiberal  dispositions 
towards  it.  Another  favorable  consideration  is, 
tkat  an  imporunt  member  of  the  new  Ministry, 
Lord  Hawkesbury,  was  formerly  at  the  head  of 
tbe  Foreign  Department,  the  person  who  nego- 
tiated with  Mr.  Kioga  reliaqnishmentof  imprew 
Beats  on  the  high  seasj  who  made  to  the  same 
public  Mini>ter  the  communications  assuring  to 
nentrals  a  re-exportation  of  colonial  produce  un- 
fettered in  any  respect  other  than  by  the  condi- 
ti(Hi  of  its  having  been  landed  and  paid  the  ordi- 
nary duties;  and,  finally,  who  communicated  to  i 
this  Government,  through  Mr.  Merry,  the  iostrnc- 
tiODs  given  to  the  British  commanders  and  courts  : 
>n  the  West  lodies,  in  which  blockades,  and  the  i 
laode  of  giving  notice  of  them,  were  defined  ia  i 


terms  liable  to  no  objection.  Hib  concurrence, 
therefore,  in  an  admissible  provision  on  these  car- 
dinal points,  is  doe  to  that  eonsiateney  which  all 
men  value  more  or  less,  and  to  which  yon  will  of 
course  appeal,  as  &r  as  circumstances  may  invite 
and  delicacy  permit.  The  inducement  to  touch 
that  string  is  the  greater,  as  it  has  not  appeared 
that,  in  any  of  the  Tale  Parliamentary  discussions, 
this  nobleman  has  joined  in  the  unfriendly  lan- 
guage held  in  relation  to  the  neutral  and  com- 
mercial right  of  this  country.  It  is  lo  be  recol- 
lected, also,  that  Lord  Sidmouth  was  at  the  head 
of  the  Admicistration  at  the  period  alluded  to, 
and  consequentiv  ought  to  be  induced,  by  a  tike 
regard  for  his  character,  to  promote  the  adjtist- 
ment  we  claim,  in  case  he  should  be  excepted,  aa 
is  said  to  be  not  improbable,  out  of  the  dismission 
of  his  colleagues. 

There  are  considerations,  moreover,  which  can- 
not be  without  weight  with  a  pnident  Cabinet, 
however  composed.  They  must  know  that,  apart 
from  the  obstacles  which  may  be  oppc»ed  here  lo 
the  use  of  British  manufactures,  the  United  States, 
by  a  mere  reciprocation  of  the  British  navigation 
and  colonial  laws,  may  give  a  very  serious  blow 
to  a  favorite  system — a  Mow  tbat  would  be  felt, 
perhaps,  as  much  too  in  its  example  as  in  Its  im- 
mediate operation.  Should  this  policy  be  adopt- 
ed by  the  United  States  as  it  respects  the  British 
West  Indies,  the  value  of  those  possessions  wonld 
be  either  speedily  lost,  or  be  saved  not  otherwise 
than  by  a  compliance  with  the  fair  reciprocity 
claimed  by  this  country.  It  can  no  longer  be  un- 
known to  the  most  sanguine  partisan  of  the  colo- 
nial monopoly  that  the  necessaries  of  life  and 
of  cultivation  can  be  furnished  lo  those  islands 
from  no  other  source  than  the  United  States;  that 
immediate  ruin  would  ensue  if  this  source  was 
shut  up;  and  tbat  a  gradual  one  would  be  the 
effect  of  even  turning  tne  supplies  out  of  the  pre»- 
eot  direct  channel  into  a  circuitous  one  through 
neutral  ports  in  the  West  Indies.  In  this  latter 
alternative,  (the  least  unfavorable  that  presents 
itself,)  the  produce  of  this  country  would  be  car- 
ried probably  to  a  Danish  island,  with  the  same 
mercantile  profit  and  the  same  employment  of 
our  navigation  as  if  carried  to  the  British  island 
consuming ;  and  would  thence  he  transported  to 
the  British  island  with  little  advantage  to  British 
ships,  which  would  necessarily  be  sent  in  ballast, 
and  confined  to  a  sickly  climate,  whiUt  the  en- 
hanced price  of  the  supplies  would  be  fatal,  first 
to  the  prosperity,  and  finally  to  the  existence  of 
those  dependencies. 

It  ongnt  to  occur,  moreover,  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, that  its  marine  may  become  as  depend- 
ent as  its  eoloniea  on  the  supplies  of  the  U  nited 
States.  As  an  anxiliary  resource  for  naval  stores, 
this  country  must  be  at  all  times  important  to 
Great  Britain.  But  it  will  be  the  sole,  and,  there- 
fore, an  essential  one  in  case  tbat  of  the  Baltic, 
and  even  of  the  Black  sea,  should  fail.  Aud 
it  may  be  justly  remarked,  tbat  a  prohibition  of 
this  branch  of  our  exports  would  be  a  less  sacri- 
fice than  that  of  any  other  important  one,  inas- 
much as  some  of  the  articles  of  which  it  consist^ 
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being  neeessarr  to  ounelres,  and  of  an  exhausti- 
ble nature,  make  it  a  problem  whether  the  regula- 
tioD  would  not,  in  itself,  accord  with  our  perma- 
neat  interests. 

Lastly,  it  should  not  he  for^tten  that  the  United 
States  are  one  of  the  granaries  which  supply  the 
annual  deficit  of  the  British  harvests.  The  nor- 
thern imrt  of  Eorope,  the  usual  concnrrent  re- 
source, is  in  a  situation  that  must  disable  it  for 
some  time,  whatever  the  course  of  ereots  may  be, 
to  spare  any  of  its  stock  of  food ;  nor  can  any 
substitute,  other  than  the  redundant  harvests  of 
the  United  States,  be  relied  on  to  make  up  that 
deficiency.   Add  to  this  prosiwet  the  possibility 

an  unfavorable  season  requiring  enlarged  im- 
partations  of  bread  from  the  only  source  Uiat  can 
nunish  it,  and  the  risk  of  iosing  this  would  be 
an  evil  which  no  provident  councils  would  ne- 
glect to  guard  against  by  any  measures  equitable 
in  themselves, or  even  by  concessions  neither  dis- 
honorable nor  materially  injurious. 

Ob  the  other  hand,  Great  Britain,  having  been 
led  by  her  peculiar  system  to  carry  her  commer- 
cial exclusions  and  restrictions  to  the  utmost  limit 
pennitted  by  her  immediate  wants,  would  find  no 
countervailing  resources  to  be  turned  against  the 
United  States.  She  could  not  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  our  productions.  These  are  neces- 
saries which  feed  ber  people,  which  supply  her 
manufactoriesj  which  keepupHer  navy, and  which, 
by  direct  and  indirect  contributions  to  her  reve- 
nue and  credit,  strengthen  all  her  faculties  as  a 
great  Power.  As  little  could  she  prohibit  the 
expwtation  of  her  manufactures  to  the  United 
States.  This  is  the  last  evil  she  would  think  of 
iaflietiQaon  herself.  If  it  withheld  from  us  the 
means  of  enjoyment,  it  would  take  from  her  own 
people  the  means  of  existence. 

Would  war  be  a  better  resort  7  That  it  would 
be  a  calamity  to  the  United  States  is  so  well  un* 
derstood  by-  them,  that  peace  has  been  cherished 
in  the  midst  of  provocations  which  scarcely  per- 
mitted honor  to  listen  to  interest,  to  reason,  or  to 
humanity.  War  they  will  continue  to  avert  by 
every  policy  which  can  be  reconciled  with  the 
essential  duties  whicha  nation  owes  to  itself.  But 
what  will  be  the  gain  and  the  loss  to  Oreat  Bri- 
tain byu  ehoice  of  this  resort?  The  spoils  of 
our  defencelcsa  commerce  might  enrich  her  greedy 
cruisers,  and  flatter  the  sentiments  of  national 
wealth.  A  temporary  spasm  might,  at  the  same 
time,  be  produced  in  the  afiairs  ojf  thie  United 
Butes.  But  these  effects  weigh  little  against  the 
considerations  which  belong  to  the  opposite  scale. 
To  say  nothing  of  the  hostile  use  that  might  be 
made  against  Great  Britain  of  fifty  thousand  sea- 
men, not  less  hardy  or  enterprising  than  her  own. 
nor  of  her  valuable  possessions  in  our  neighbor- 
hood, which,  though  tittle  desired  by  the  United' 
States,  are  highly  prized  by  her,  nor  of  the  gen- 
eral tendency  of  aclding  the  United  States  to  the 
mass  of  nations  already  in  arms  against  her,  it  is 
enough  to  observe  that  a  war  with  the  United 
States  involves  a  complete  loss  of  the  principal 
remaining  market  for  her  manufactures,  and  of 
the  pfincipal,  perhaps  the  sole,  remaining  source 


of  supplies,  without  which  all  ber  facoltinmu 
wither.  Nor  is  it  an  unimportant  circnmstaiK^ 
though  it  seems  to  bare  engaged  little  of  ber  at 
tention,  that  in  the  loss  would  be  included  lU  ike 
advantases  which  she  now  derives  from  tbe  kh- 
trality  of  our  fieg  and  of  our  ports,  and  for  vUek 
she  could  find  no  substitutes  in  dtBtribuliBg  ktr 
manufactures,  and  even  her  fish,  to  their  ■tea- 
sary  markets,  and  in  obtaining  tbe  returns  whitk 
she  wants.  The  more  these  col  lateral  adTsatipi 
are  inquired  into,  the  more  important  will  theti- 
terest  appear  which  Great  &itaia  has  ii  jam- 
ing  them. 

These  are  views  of  the  sutueet,  which. 
not  to  be  presented  to  Great  Briuin  wiu  uu 
of  menace  or  defiance,  equally  forbidden  byn- 
spect  to  ourselves  and  to  her,  may  fiod  a  pnpct 
way  to  her  attention.  They  merit  hers  u  wtll 
as  ours;  and  if  they  ought  to  promote  ontotk 
sides  a  spirit  of  accommodation,  they  diowat Ike 
same  time  that  Great  Britain  is  not  the  psitr 
which  has  the  least  interest  in  taking  eoauel 
from  them. 

Such  are  ihe  instructioiu  and  explaoaiions  ai- 
der which  the  task  is  consigned  to  you  of  lenev- 
ing  tbe  discussions  with  the  British  GovemniHl- 
Tbe  President  is  well  assured  that  it  wilt  bets- 
ecuted  with  all  tbe  advantage  wfaich  lateDtiial 
patriotism  can  contribute;  and  he  is  uawilli^ 
to  believe  that  that  Government  will  fioallr  pc* 
fer,  to  tbe  reasonable  terms  proposed,  the  eenoa 
state  of  things  which  will  be  left  by  a  miscainge 
of  this  ulterior  appeal  to  the  motives  which  oo^ 
to  govern  a  just  and  friendly  nation.  Ai  it  >i 
possible,  however,  that  this  favorable  ealcalili« 
may  not  t>e  verified,  and  it  will  necessariljr  rconn 
to  be  decided  whether  such  a  state  of  thiagicu 
be  obviated  by  any  additional  proposition  docW- 
yond  the  justifiable  limits  of  concession, 
President  has  taken  the  case  into  his  serioos  d^ 
liberation,  and  has  concluded  to  authorize  ft^ 
in  the  event  of  a  rejection  of  every  arraogemfit 
already  authorized,  but  in  that  event  oaty,  toU- 
mit  an  article  to  the  following  effect : 

"  It  is  agreed  that,  after  the  term  of  —  moait 
computed  from  the  exchange  of  ratificatiMi,ui 
during  a  war  in  which  either  o{  the  partiei  d>*T 
be  engaged,  neilbex  of  them  will  permit  any  » 
man,  not  being  its  own  citizen  or  subject  ■* 
being  a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  other  ptitf. 
who  shall  not  have  been  for  two  years,  at  he* 
prior  to  that  date,  constantly;  and  voluntaritr" 
the  service,  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  yu- 
lies,  respectively,  to  enter  or  be  employed  on  bosn 
any  of  its  vessds  navigating  the  bigh,sess;  ■» 
proper  regulations,  enforced  by  adequate  pew' 
ties,  shall  be  mutually  estoblished  for  dbtiogtw 
ing  the  seamen  of  the  parties,  respectively,  tw 
for  giving  full  effect  to  this  stipulation." 

You  will  observe  that  the  proposition  is » 
framed  as  not  to  comprehend  among  British  iH' 
men  those  who  have  been  made  eitizeos  of  IK 
United  Sutes,  and  who  must  necessarily  be  » 
regarded  within  their  jurisdiction  and  under  taeit 
flag.  This  modification  of  the  article  eaBOOtpn* 
duce  any  real  objection  on  the  part  of  Graal  St^* 
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•in:  1.  Because  the  legal  prerequisites  to  oat- 
onlizatioo,  id  the  UoitM  States,  imply,  what  is 
nifficieatly  knows,  that  the  number  n  seamen 
actually  naturalized,  or  likely  to  be  so,  is  too 
tmatl  to  claim  attentioQ  in  any  arraiieemeat  on 
this  subject.  2.  Because  the  right  of  British  sub- 
jects to  naturalize  tbemselres  in  a  foreiyn  trade 
and  oarieation,  as  laid  down  by  the  judicial  au- 
thority of  Qreat  Britain,  ought  to  restrain  the 
Qoremment  from  making  a  difficulty  on  this 
point.— (See  Dornford  and  East's  Rewtrts,  Wil- 
ton M.  Marriatt,  and  the  same  case  in  JBosaoquet 
and  BulleHs  Reports.) 

Too  wiW  observe,  also,  that  the  article  does  not 
extend  to  British  seamen  narigatiog,  not  the  high 
seas,  bat  oar  Interior  waters.  Should  the  success 
of  the  proposition  be  endangered  by  this  distinc- 
doB,  it  may  be  giren-  op ;  nit  it  cannot  well  be 
lopposed  of  sufficient  importance  to  have  that 
effect.  The  objection,  too,  is  answered  by  the 
consideration,  that,  as  Great  Britain  would  r^rd 
tlie  proposed  disuse  of  her  seamen  as  a  commuta- 
tion for  her  claim  to  impress  them,  which  is  lim- 
ited to  the  high  seas,  the  principle  of  the  compro- 
mise does  Doi  embrace  the  seamen  not  employed 
CD  the  high  seas. 

If  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  bind  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  deliver  up  the  seamen  to  Great  Brit- 
ain,  instead  of  excluding  them  merely  from  their 
own  service,  you  are  to  say  at  once,  that  it  would 
be  inconsistent  with  our  principles,  and  cannot  be 
aeeeded  to. 

It  will  occur  to  you  that  (he  period  of  two  yean 
has  been  chosen  in  allusion  to  the  period  estab* 
lihed  by  Great  Britain  as  sufficiently  incorporat- 
ing alien  with  British  seamen.  Her  own  exam- 
ple, at  least,  must  have  weight  with  her,  and  the 
unified  appeal  to  it  may  be  of  use  insbieidiDjg  the 
measure  against  public  prejudices  to  whicn  the 
Government  may  not  wish  to  expose  itself. 

If  the  British  Oorernment  be  not  predeter- 
mined agatost  a  friendly  adjustment,  it  is  confi- 
dently presumed  that  the  concession  proposed  will 
not  only  overcome  all  obstacles  to  your  success 
on  the  essential  points,  but  may  be  turned  to  ac- 
count ia  promoting  the  amendment  of  the  other 
articles. 

Should  the  coneeasioD,  however,  ccmtrary  to  all 
expectation,  not  succeed  even  as  to  the  essential 
olgects^  the  course  prescribed  by  prudence  will  be, 
to  signify  your  purptMe  of  trammitting  the  result 
to  your  Ctorernmeot,  avoiding  carefuUy  any  lan- 
guage or  appearance  of  hostile  anticipations,  and 
receiving  and  transmitting  at  the  same  time  any 
overtures  which  may  be  made  on  the  other  side 
with  a  view  to  bring  about  an  accommodation. 
As  long  as  oegotiution  can  be  honorably  protract- 
ed, it  is  a  resource  to  be  preferred,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  the  peremptory  alternative  of 
improper  concessions  or  inevitable  collisions. 

The  last  suggestion  I  have  to  make  to  ^ou  is, 
that  in  case  ofgreat  difficulties  in  readjusting  the 
multiplied  provisions  embraced  by  the  Treaty  of 
December,  particularly  those  relating  to  com- 
merce, it  may  be  advisable  to  simplify  the  trans- 
action by  confining  it  to  the  few  essential  objects, 


or  by  not  adding  more  than  a  few  others  of  least 
difficulty  and  most  importance.  A  general  arti- 
cle may  suffice  for  the  rest,{^tving  reciprocally, in 
regard  to  trade  and  navigation,  armed  ships  and 
prizes,  the  privileges  of  Uie  most  favored  nation, 
and  leaving  for  more  leisurely  and  detailed  pro- 
vision whatever  further  may  conduce-to  the  mu- 
tual interests,  and  correspond  with  the  friendly 
dispositions  of  the  parties.  A  general  stipulation 
of  this  sort  applied  to  the  subject  of  commerce 
would  have  the  advantage  to  the  United  States 
of  abolishing  and  preventing  British  discrimina- 
tions on  exports,  and  to  Great  Britain  the  like  ad- 
vantage With  respeet  to  American  discriminations 
OD  imports. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  MADISON. 


Mr.  Monros  to  Mr.  MadiMm,  Secretary  of  Slate.* 

Richmond,  Fe6.  28, 1808. 

Sir  :  It  appears,  by  your  letter  of  May  20, 1807, 
which  was  forwarded  by  Mr.  Purviance  to  Mr. 
Pinkney  and  myself  at  London,  and  received  on 
the  16th  of  July,  that  you  had  construed  several 
articles  of  the  treaty  which  we  had  signed  with 
the  British  Commissioners  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1806,  in  a  different  sense  from  that  in  which 
they  were  conceived  by  us.  As  the  course  we 
were  in&trucied  to  pursue  by  your  letter  of  Febru- 
ary 3,  with  regard  to  that  treaty,  which  was 
confirmed  in  that  of  May  20,  was  in  no  degree 
dependent  on  our  construction  of  any  of  its  arti- 
cles, or  on  the  political  considerations  which  in- 
duced us  to  sign  it,  we  deemed  it  annecessary  to 
enter  into  any  explanation  in  reply,  either  of  our 
construction  of  its  articl^  or  of  the  political  coo- 
sideraiions  alluded  to.  We  thought  it  more  con- 
sistent with  our  duty  to  look  solely  to  the  object 
of  our  inslructiops,  and  to  exert  our  utmost  efforts 
to  accomplish  it,  and  we  acted  in  conformity  to 
that  sentiment.  The  result  of  these  efforts  was 
made  known  by  the  documents  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  you  when  I  was  lately  at 
Washington*  being  copies  of  a  joint  despatch 
which  Mr.  Pinkoey  and  I  had  forwarded  by  Mr. 
Rose.  We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  it  might 
have  been  practicable  to  obtain  the  amendmenU 
of  the  treaty  which  the  President  desired,  as  the 
state  of  affiiirs  in  Europe  had  become  more  favor- 
able to  such  a  result,  but  in  that  we  were  disap- 
pointed. We  found  no  difficulty  in  accomplish- 
ing the  other  object,  ot  setting  it  aside,  as  we  were 
instructed  to  do,  in  case  the  proposed  amendments 
were  not  acceded  to. 

At  this  time  there  is  no  objection  to  such  au 
explanation  that  I  am  aware  of,  and  there  are 
many  reasons  why  it  should  be  given.  You  will 
be  sensible  that,  so  far  as  an  unfavorable  estimate 
is  entertained  of  that  transaction,  it  must,  in  the 


"  The  document  being  explanator;  to  the  treaty 
ligned  by  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Piakaejt  is  ioaarted 
here  as  a  sequel  to  the  proceedings  upon  it,  although 
not  in  steict  chronological  order. 
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dcgre^  lead  to  idjure  those  who  ^re  it  the  sanc- 
tion of  their  Dames,  and  yoa  will  be  equally  sen- 
Bible  that,  if  the  United  Stales  are  in  an^  degree 
interested  in  it  at  thin  lime,  it  must  consist  in  its 
being  viewed  in  a  just,  rather  than  an  unfavorable 
light.  In  retiring  from  the  station  which  I  have 
lately  held,  this  is  the  last  act  of  public  and  pri- 
rate  duty  which  1  have  to  perform  in  relation  to 
it.  It  is  to  me,  in  many  views,  a  painful  duly, 
but  siill  it  is  one  which  it  ia  highly  ineambent  on 
me  to  execute. 

It  is  far  from  my  decire  tocorapromit  Mr.  Piok- 
ney,in  this  letter,  in  the  slightest  circumstaoce.  In 
the  management  of  the  business,  which  was  en- 
trusted to  us  jointly,  we  acted  with  the  greatest 
harmony,  and  exerted  oar  beat  efforts  to  aceom- 
plish  the  objects  of  our  iostruetioDS.  !  am  not 
aware  that,  in  speaking  of  anjr  part  of  the  treaty, 
1  shall  give  it  a  construction  in  which  he  would 
not  concur,  but  that  presumption  is  founded  alto- 
gether on  what  took  place  between  us  in  thecourse 
of  the  negotiatioD.  To  this  communication  he  is 
not  a  party,  m^r,  indeed,  does  he  know  that  such 
a  one  will  be  made.  In  every  view,  therefore,  it 
is  improper,  and  would  be  unjust,  that  he  should 
be  considered  as  having  any  concern  in  it. 

The  impressment  of  seamen  from  our  mer- 
chant vessels  is  a  topic  which  claims  a  primary 
attention  from  the  order  which  it  holds  in  your 
letter,  but  more  especially  from  some  importaot , 
considerations  that  are  connected  with  it.  The 
idea  entertained  by  the  public  is,  that  the  rights 
of  the  Uaiied  States  were  abandoned  by  the  Ame- 
rican Commissioners  in  the  late  negotiation,  and 
that  tbeir  seamen  were  lefi^  by  tacit  acquiescence, 
if  not  by  formal  renunciation,  lo  depend  for  their 
safety  on  the  mercy  of  the  British  cruisers.  1  have, 
on  the  Contrary,  always  believed,  and  still  do  be- 
lieve, that  the  ground  on  which  that  interest  was 
placed  by  the  paper  of  the  Briiisli  Coromission- 
ers  of  November  8, 1806,  and  the  explanations 
which  accompanied  it,  was  both  honorable  and 
advantageous  to  the  United  States;  that  it  con- 
tained a  concession  in  their  favor,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  on  the  great  principle  in  contesta- 
tion, never  before  made  by  a  formal  and  obliga- 
tory act  of  the  Qovernment,  which  was  highly 
frvorable  to  their  interest;  and  that  it  also  im- 
|H»ed  oa  her  the  obligation  to  conform  ber  prac- 
tice under  it  till  a  more  complete  arrangement 
ibould  be  concludes  lo  the  just  claims  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  To  place  this  transaction  in  its  true 
light,  and  to  do  justice  to  the  conduct  of  the  Ame- 
rican Commissioners,  it  will  be  necessary  toeoter 
at  some  length  into  the  subject. 

The  British  paper  states  that  the  King  was  not 
prepared  to  disclaim  or  derogate  from  a  right  on 
which  the  security  of  the  British  navy  might  es- 
sentially depend,  especially  in  a  conjuncture  when 
he  was  en^ged  in  wars  which  enforced  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  most  vigilant  attention  to  the  pres- 
ervation and  supply  of  bis  naval  force;  that  he 
had  directed  his  Commissioners  to  give  to  the 
CommiMioners  of  the  United  States  the  most 
positive  aasorances  that  instructions  bad  been 
given,  and  should  be  repeated  ud  enforced,  to 


observe  the  greatest  caution  in  the  imiKresniig  of 
British  seamen,  to  preserve  the  citizens  of  tlie 
United  States  from  molestation  or  injury,  and 
that  immediate  and  prompt  redress  should  be  af- 
forded on  any  representation  of  injury  sasttined 
by  them.  It  then  proposes  to  postpone  iheaitt- 
cfe  relative  to  impressment,  on  account  of  ibe 
difficulties  which  were  experienced  in  arrao^og 
any  article  on  that  subject,  and  to  proceed  toeoo- 
clude  a  treaty  on  the  other  points  that  were  em- 
braced by  the  negotiation.  As  a  motive  to  (.Deb 
postponement  and  the  condition  of  it,  it  asoret 
us  that  (he  British  Commissioners  were  instrocled 
still  to  entertain  the  discussion  of  any  ptanwbieb 
could  be  devised  to  secure  the  interests  of  bodi 
States,  without  injury  to  the  rights  of  eitbet. 

Bv  this  paper  it  is  evident  that  the  rights  of 
the  tJnited  Sutea  were  expressly  to  be  reserred, 
and  not  abandoned,  as  has  been  most  erroneotulf 
supposed;  that  the  negotiation  on  thesubjeeta 
impressment  was  to  tw  postponed  for  a  limilcd 
time,  and  for  a  special  object  only,  and  lo  be  k- 
vtved  as  soon  as  that  object  was  accomplished; 
and,  in  the  interim,  that  the  practice  of  impreas- 
ment  was  to  correspond  essentially  with  the  rien 
and  interests  of  the  United  States.  It  is,  iadeei 
evident,  from  a  correct  view  of  the  contenuof 
that  paper,  that  Great  Britain  refused  totiiidinm 
or  derogate  only  from  what  she  called  her  right; 
as  it  also  is,  that,  as  her  refusal  was  made  siz- 
eable to  a  crisis  of  extraordinary  peril,  it  snihor-  I 
ized  the  reasonable  expeclatioD,  if  not  thejntt 
claim,  that  even  in  that  the  accommodation  de 
sired  would  be  hereafter  yielded. 

In  our  letter  to  you  of  November  11,  whiek 
accompanied  the  paper  under  coDsideratioa,  ud 
in  that  of  January  3  which  was  forwarded  wiib 
the  treaty,  these  sentiments  were  fully  eonflraitd. 
In  that  of  November  11,  we  communicated  oae 
important  fact,  which  left  no  doubt  of  tbesesM 
in  which  it  was  intended  by  the  British  Comnrn- 
siooers  that  that  paper  should  be  construed  brut- 
In  calling  your  attention  lo  the  passage  wbicii 
treats  of  impressment,  in  reference  to  the  p^a^ 
tice  which  should  be  observed  in  future,  wen- 
marked  that  the  terms  "high  seas'*  were  not  m«> 
tiooed  in  it,  and  added,  that  we  knew  that  tbe 
omission  had  been  intentional.  It  was  impossible 
that  these  terms  could  have  been  omitted  iotei* 
lioQally,  with  our  knowledge,  for  any  poifw* 
other  than  to  admit  a  consiraetion  that  it  wwiB' 
tended  that  impressments  should  be  eooBned  ts 
the  land.  1  do  not  mean  to  imply  that  it  wss  »■ 
derstood  between  the  British  Commissioners  aad 
us,  that  Great  Britain  should  abandon  the  pn^ 
lice  of  impressment  on  tbe  high  seas  atio^ther. 
I  mean,  however,  distinctly  to 'state,  that  itwas 
understood  that  the  practice  heretofore  pursaed 
by  her  should  be  abandoned,  and  that  no  impres»- 
ment  should  be  made  on  tbe  high  seas,  under  the 
obligation  of  that  paper,  except  in  cases  of  an  ex- 
traordinary nature,  to  which  no  general  probibiiioi  I 
against  it  could  ne  construed  fairly  to  extend.  I 
The  eases  to  which  I  allude  were  described  in 
our  letter  of  November  1 1.  They  suppose  a  Brit- 
ish ship  of  war  and  a  merchant  vessel  of  the  Uai* 
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led  States  lying  in  the  Ta<us,  or  some  other  port, 
the  desertion  of  some  of  the  uilora  from  the  ship 
oTwar  to  the  merchant  ressel,  and  the  sailiof^  of 
the  latter  with  saeh  deserters  on  board,  they  beinz 
British  subjects.  It  was  admitted  that  no  general 
prohibition  a^inst  impressment  could  be  con- 
irned  lo  sanction  such  cases  of  injustice  and  iraud, 
and  tosuch  cases,  it  was  understood,  that  the  prac- 
tice slioald  in  future  be  cODSned. 

It  is  a  just  claim,  on  our  part,  that  the  explan- 
aiioDs  wbich  were  giren  of  that  paper  by  the 
British  Cotamissioners,  when  they  presented  it  to 
OS,  and  afterwards  while  the  negotiation  was  de- 
pradisg,  wbich  we  communicated  to  you  in  due 
order  or  time,  should  be  taken  into  view  in  a  fair 
Mtimaie  of  our  conduct  in  that  transaction.  As 
the  arrangemeot  which  they  proposed  was  of  an 
Infomal  natDrCj  resting  on  an  anderstanding  be- 
tween the  imrties,  in  a  certain  degree  con^en- 
tiiL  it  eoala  not  otherwise  than  happen  thataneh 
niMiDatiinH  would  be  giren  ns,  in  the  eourae  of 
the  business,  of  the  Tiews  of  their  Qoverament  in 
regard  to  it;  and  if  an  arrangement  by  informal 
Dodmtanding  is  admissible,  in  any  case,  between 
nations^  it  was  our  duty  to  receive  those  explana- 
tions; to  give  them  the  weight  to  which  they 
Were  justly  entitled,  and  to  communicate  them  to 
you  with  our  impression  of  the  extent  of  the  ob- 
ligation which  they  irajnosed.   It  is  in  that  mode 
only  that  what  is  callea  an  informal  understand- 
ing between  nations  can  be  entered  into.   It  pre- 
somes  a  want  of  precision  in  the  written  docu- 
ments connected  with  it,  which  is  supplied  by 
DsiiiBal  explanations  and  confidence.  Reduce  the 
traoMction  to  form,  and  it  becomes  a  treaty.  That 
an  informal  understanding  was  an  admissible 
mode  of  arranging  thia  interest  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, is  made  aaflSciently  erident  by  your  letter  of 
Febmarjr  3, 1807,  in  reply  to  oara  of  Novembet 
ll^r  the  preceding  year. 

Without  relying,  however,  on  the  explanations 
Aat  were  given  by  the  British  Commissioners  of 
ibe  import  of  that  paper,  or  of  the  course  which 
their  Government  intended  to  pursue  under  it,  it 
is  fair  to  remark  on  the  paper  itself  that,  as  by  it 
tht  rights  of  the  parties  were  reserved,  and  the 
negotiation  might  be  continued  on  this  particular 
topic,  after  a  treaty  should  be  formed  on  the  others, 
Great  Britain  was  bound  not  to  trespass  on  those 
rights  while  that  negotiation  was  depending,  and 
incase  she  did  trespass  on  them  in  any  thesligiit- 
eat  d^ree,  the  United  States  would  be  justified 
IB  breaking  off  the  nwotiation  and  appealing  to 
force  in  vindioation  of  their  rights.  The  mere 
circumstance  of  entertaining  an  amieiMe  n^otia- 
lion  by  one  party  for  the  aojuatment  of  a  eontro- 
versy,  where  no  right  had  been  acknowledged  in 
it,  by  the  other,  gives  to  the  latter  a  just  claim  to 
sncb  a  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  former.  But 
the  entertainment  of  a  negotiation  for  the  express 
urpote  of  securing  interests  sanctioned  by  ac- 
oowledged  rights,  makes  sach  claim  irresisttUe. 
We  were  therefore  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the 
paper  of  the  British  Commissioners  placed  the 
interest  of  impressment  on  ground  which  it  was 
both  safe  and  honorable  for  the  United  States  to 
10th  Gov.  1st  Sass^S 


admit ;  that,  in  short,  it  gave  their  Government 
the  command  of  the  subject  for  every  necessary 
and  useful  purpose.  Attached  to  the  treaty,  it 
was  the  basis  or  condition  on  which  the  treaty 
rested.  Strong  in  its  character  in  their  favor  on 
the  great  question  of  right,  and  admitting  a  favor- 
able construction  on  others,  it  placed  them  on 
more  elevated  ground  in  those  respects  than  they 
bad  held  before,  and,  by  keeping  the  negotiation 
open  to  obtain  a  more  complete  adjustment,  the 
Administration  was  armed  with  the  most  effect- 
ual means  of  securing  h.  By  this  arrangement 
the  Government  possessed  a  power  to  coerce  with- 
out being  compelled  to  assume  the  character  be- 
longing to  coercion,  and  it  Was  able  to  give  effect 
to  that  power  without  violating  the  relations  of 
amity  between  the  two  countnes.  The  right  to 
break  off  the  negotiation  andappnl  to  force  could 
never  be  lost  sight  of,  in  any  diaieussion  on  the 
subject,  while  there  was  no  obligation  to  make 
that  appeal  till  necessity  compelled  it.  If  Oreai 
Britain  conformed  her  practice  to  the  rule  pre- 
scribed by  the  paper  of  November  8,  and  the  ex- 
planations whieh  accompanied  it^  our  Govern- 
ment  might  rest  on  that  ground  with  advantage ; 
but  if  she  departed  from  that  rule,  and  a  favorable 
opportunity  offered  for  the  accomplishment  of  a 
more  complete  and  satisfactory  arrangement,  by 
a  decisive  effort,  it  would  be  at  liberty  to  seize 
such  opportunity  for  the  advantage  of  the  country. 
These  considerations,  foanded  on  a  view  of  the 
proposed  arrangement  itself,  furnished  strong  in- 
ducement tous  to  proceed  to  theother  objects  of  the 
negotiation.  There  were  other  consideralions  of 
a  different  character  which  recommended  it  with 
still  greater  force.  Had  we  refused  to  jvoceed  in 
the  negotiation,  what  was  the  alternative  which 
such  a  leftasal  presented  to  onr  view  ?  The  ne- 

gitiation  would  have  been  at  an  end,  after  having 
iied  in  all  its  objects }  for  if  this:  interest  was 
not  arranged,  none  others  could  be.  The  attitude 
which  the  Governments  held  towards  each  other' 
was,  in  a  certain  degree,  hostile.  Injuries  had 
been  inflicted  by  one  party,  and  resentment  shown 
by  the  other;  the  latter  having  taken  a  step  in 
the  case  of  the  non-importation  law  which  was 
Intended  to  vindicate  the  public  rights  and  honor, 
by  being  made  the  means  of  obtaining  a  redress 
of  those  injuries.  The  measure  was  intended  for 
the  Ministry  of  Mr.  Pitt,  from  which  the  injuries 
were  received,  but  by  the  removal  of  that  Minis* 
try,  and  the  delay  which  took  place  in  the  passage 
of  the  law,  it  came  into  operation  af^inst  the 
Ministry  of  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Orenvtlle,  who 
would  not  have  rendered  those  injuries,  and 
against  whom,  of  course,  such  a  weapon  would 
not  have  been  raised. 

Not  withstand  ins  the  existence  of  that  law,  and 
the  attitude  which  still  remained  between  the 
Governments,  it  was  impossible  to  appeal  to  it  as 
a  strong  motive  of  action  with  the  new  Ministry. 
Such  an  appeal  was  snre  to  produce  more  harm 
than  good.  It  would  have  lost  us  all  claim  on  the 
generous  feelings  and  liberal  policy  which  the  new 
Ministry  was  believed  to  indulge  and  supposed  to 
adopt  towards  the  United  States, 
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The  negoliatioD,  therefore,  with  the  new  MiQ- 
iBtry,  was  conducted  by  policy  as  well  as  by  iticli- 
nation  on  friendly  and  conciliatory  principles. 
Should  it  fait,  however,  in  its  object,  and  be  bro- 
ken off,  the  relation  of  the  parties  would  change 
in  an  instant.  From  that  moment  the  new  Min- 
istry  would  stand  on  the  ground  of  the  eld  one, 
and  the  nation  be  united  in  all  its  political  parties 
against  us.  The  altitude  would  become,  in  fact, 
what  the  exterior  announced  it  to  be — hostile; 
and  it  was  difficult  to  percetre  how  it  could  be 
chanffed,  aod  peace  be  preiierTed,  with  honor  to 
the  Uailed  States.  They  could  not  recede  from 
the  ground  which  the^  had  taken,  or  accept,  by 
compulsion,  t^rms  which  ihey  had  rejected  in  an 
amiciUile  negotiation.  War,  tberefoie,  seemed  to 
b«  the  inevitable  consequence  of  such  a  state  of 
things ;  and  I  was  far  from  considering  it  an  alter- 
native which  ought  to  be  preferred  to  the  arrange- 
ment which  was  offered  to  us.  When  I  look  mto 
view  the  prosperous  and  happy  condition  of  the 
United  States,  compared  with  that  of  other  na- 
tions ;  thai,  as  a  neutral  Power,  they  were  almont 
the  exclusive  carriers  of  the  productions  of  the 
whole  world;  and  that  in  commerce  they  flour- 
ished beyond  example,  notwithstanding  the  losses 
which  they  occasionally  suffered,  I  was  strong 
in  the  opinion  that  those  blessings  ought  not  to  be 
hazarded  in  such  a  qoestton.  Alanr  other  consid- 
erations tended  to  confirm  me  in  that  sentiment. 
I  knew  that  the  United  Slates  were  not  prepared 
for  war}  that  their  coast  was  unfortified,  and  tfaeir 
cities  in  a  great  measure  defenceless;  that  their 
militia  in  many  of  the  States  were  neither  armed 
nor  trained ;  and  that  their  whole  revenue  was 
derived  from  commerce.  I  could  not  presume 
that  there  was  just  cause  to  doubt  which  of  the 
alternatives  ought  to  be  preferred.  Had  it,  how- 
ever, been  practicable  to  terminate  the  negotiation 
without  such  an  adjustment  as  that  proposed, and 
without  taking  any  decisive  measure  in  conse- 
quence of  its  failure,  what  was  to  become  of  the 
oon-importation  law?  If  suffered  to  remain  in 
force,  it  was  sure  to  produce  war.  Qreat  Britain, 
it  was  known,  would  enter  into  no  arrangement 
by  treaty  which  did  not  provide  for  its  repeal ; 
and  there  was  little  reason  to  presume,  after  the 
rupture  of  the  negotiation,  by  which  the  relation 
between  (be  parties  would  be  less  friendly,  that 
ahe  would  become  more  accommodating.  It  was, 
OB  the  contrary, fairly  to  be  concluded  that,  if  any 
arrangement  whatever  should  be  practicable^  it 
would  bea  lessadvaoiageous  one  than  that  which 
we  had  sanctioned.  Some  disposition  of  it  was 
therefore  indispensably  necessary  in  any  course 
which  might  be  taken. 

These  considerations  bad  much  weight  in  de- 
ciding that  which  was  pursued,  and  I  frankly  own 
that  a  sincere  desire  to  afford  to  the  Admioistra- 
tion  an  honorable  opportunity  for  its  repeal,  since, 
under  existing  ciicumatances,  it  did  not  seem  pro- 
bable that  it  could  be  longer  useful,  and  might  be 
injtirious,  was  a  strong  motive  with  me  to  incur 
the  responsibility  which  I  took  on  myself  in  that 
transaetimi.  To  the  arrangemeot  proposed  we 
gave  oar  sanctioR.  We  uodertook  to  submit  it 


to  the  consideration  of  our  Government,  takiaf 
care  to  inform  the  British  Commissioaers  that 
we  had  do  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  that  would 
be  obligatory  on  the  United  States,  which  did 
not  arrange  in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  ioteml 
of  impressment.  We  agreed  also  to  proceed  iit 
discussion  of  the  other  objects  of  the  negoti&lioi, 
and  eventually  concluded  alreaty,it  being  luda- 
stood,  from  woat  we  bad  frequently  staled,  thit, 
if  our  Qovernment  should  disapprove  the  muft- 
ment  relative  to  impressment,  the  whole  mu 
fall  with  it.  Thusj  the  United  States  enjoyd 
the  advantage  of  being  at  liberty  to  accept  or  r^ 
ject  the  arrangement,  while  on  the  Brituh  Gov* 
eroment  it  was  binding.  With  one  party  it  wm 
a  project;  with  the  other  a  treaty.  ThmwM, 
in  truth,  nothing  unreasonable  in  this  eireaD* 
stance,  as  the  British  Commissioners  aeied  ii 
presence  of  (he  Cabinet,  consulted  and  lookiu 
instruction  on  every  point;  while  our  distsKc 
from  our  Governroent  rendered  such  a  recorreoa 
to  it  impossible.  This  advantage,  however,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  nature  of  the  transaction;  it  wu 
not  the  effect  of  Gnesse  on  our  pari.  We  ad- 
vanced in  the  negotiation,  and  concluded  atrctif 
in  a  firm  belief  that,  although  it  fell  short  of  what 
we  had  expected  to  obtain,  it  was  oeverthelm 
in  the  then  stale  of  affairs,  such  a  one  as  the  Dai- 
ted  Stales  might  adopt  with  credit  and  advaBU|(- 
I  have  no  doabt  that  the  British  CommissiooRi 
entertained  still  greater  coufidenee  in  sochlI^ 
suit.  The  eireumslance  of  our  finally  sgre«B{ 
to  sanction  the  arrangement,  rather  than  bmt 
off  the  negotiation,  at  which  issue  we  ha4  (k- 
quenily  stood  in  the  progress  of  it,  was  ealcoltu^ 
to  make  that  impression.  But  it  was  aiteh 
strengthened  by  a  knowledge  that  the  whole  v- 
rangement  would  expose  them  to  very  severe  and 
probably  successful  attacks  from  the  oppositiiia 
while  they  had  no  expectation  that  it  would  k 
popular  in  the  country. 

By  your  tetter  of  February  3, 1807,  in  reply  u 
ours  of  November  11.  1806,  the  course  whisb  tit 
Government  resolved  to  pursue  was  annoBMcd. 
By  it  we  were  informed  that  the  President  diap- 
proved  the  informal  arrangement  proposed  byw 
British  Commissioners  relative  to  impressnesL 
and  was  resolved  to  enter  into  no  treaty  with  ik 
British  Qoreroment  which,  when  limited  lo 
short  of  atriet  right  on  every  other  point,  show 
include  in  it  no  article  on  that  particular  oac; 
that,  in  case  such  an  article  could  not  be  obtained, 
we  should  terminate  the  negotiation  wiihootuT 
formal  compact  whatever,  but  with  a  mutaal  n- 
derstanding,  founded  on  friendly  and  liberal  dfr 
cnssions  and  explanations,  that  in  practice  eia 
party  would  entirely  conform  lo  what  shooldbe 
thus  informally  settled  between  them;  and  *t 
were  authorized  to  give  assurances,  in  case  sack 
an  arrangement  should  be  satisfactory  io  sa^ 
stance,  that,  as  long  as  it  should  be  respected  i> 
practice,  parlieulany  on  the  subjects  of  oentw 
trade  and  impressment;  the  President  wooldean- 
estly,  and  probably  successfully,  recoromeod  it  to 
Congress  not  to  permit  the  non-imporlatioolsv 
to  go  into  operation ;  and,  in  the  mean  tiow,  ikf 

Digilized  Dy  GooqIc 


2697 


APPENDIX 


2598 


BdatUma  with  Gnat  BrUa^. 


h»  would  exercise  the  power  rested  in  htm  bjr  bd 
.act  of  CoDgress,  if  no  interreaing  intelligence 
foilMde  it,  of  suspending  its  operation  tin  the 
meeUog  of  Congress,  who,  being  in  session,  would 
hare  an  opportunity  to  make  due  provision  for  the 
case;  and  finally,  that,  if  a  treaty  which  did  not 
provide  for  the  interest  of  impressment  should 
hare  been  concluded  before  the  receipt  of  that 
letter,  we  should  candidly  apprize  the  British 
Commissioners  of  the  reasons  why  it  would  not 
be  ratified,  and  invite  them  to  enter  again  on  the 
bniicess  with  a  view  to  such  a  result  as  was 
desired. 

By  this  letter  the  arrangement  which  we  had 
sanctioned,  comprising  the  informal  one  relative 
to  impressment,  and  that  by  treaty  on  the  other 
topiei,  was  rejected,  and,  in  lien  of  it,  we  were  in- 
struoied  to  enter  into  an  inforinal  ooderstandrng 
or  arraugenent  of  the  whole  suhiect,  and,  as  was 
to  be  inferred  from  the  fair  import  erf*  the  letter, 
on  the  same  conditions.  It  was  the  more  to  be 
presumed  that  the  QareromcDt  was  willing  to 
accept,  in  the  mode  which  it  proposed,  the  condi- 
tions which  we  mi^ht  be  able  to  obtain  in  the 
other,  from  the  consideration  that  the  latter  were 
under  its  view  at  the  time  the  instructions  were 
given  by  (he  paper  of  the  British  Commissioners 
of  November  8th,  and  our  letter  of  the  llth,  and 
the  certainty  with  which  it,  as  well  as  we,  miist 
have  been  impressed,  that  more  farorable  could 
not  be  expected. 

In  defending  myself  against  the  imputation  of 
having  sacrificed  the  rights  of  oar  seamen,  I  shall 
be  permitted  to  derive  support  from  ibe  conduct 
of  the  Qorernment  itself  in  the  same  interest. 
Under  that  impresaion,  I  hare  to  remark  that  I 
ecmsider  the  conduct  of  the  Qorernment  as  fur- 
nishing the  most  ample  rtndication  of  that  of  the 
American  Commissioners.  TbeOorernmentwas 
equally  willing  to  enter  into  some  arrangement 
which  should  preserre  the  peace  of  the  country, 
although  itshould  not  accomplish  the  object  which 
had  been  so  ardently  desired.  The  only  differ- 
ence between  the  plan  which  we  sanctioned  and 
that  which  it  proposed,  was,  that  the  whole  ar- 
rangement should  be  ioiormal.  Had  the  Admin- 
isttation  resorted  to  war  as  a  preferable  alterna- 
tive, or  been  wiliioK  to  leave  the  business  unset- 
lied,  its  policy  and  example  might  bare  been 
pleaded  aAaiost  us;  but,  in  offering  to  accept  the 
same  conaitions  in  an  informal  mode,  and  to  with- 
draw, iasome  form,  the  noo-importaiion  law  as 
a  motire  to  it,  it  showed  that  the  eonsiderations 
which  bad  been  respected  by  us  bad  as  maeh 
weight  with  it. 

Bat  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  fumbhes 
other  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  or  the  American  Commissioners. 
By  engaging  to  obserre  the  informal  arrangement 
which  we  were  instructed  to  enter  into,  as  long  as 
Great  Britain  should  observe  it.  it  seemed  as  if  the 
United  Slates  would  be  deprived  of  the  rieht  of 
insikting  on  other  terms,  however  favorable  the 
opportunity  for  it  might  be,  while  Great  Britain 
would  be  at  liberty  to  depart  from  such  arrange- 
ment whenerer  the  events  of  war  fornUhed  her 


an  adequate  motire  for  it.  This  was  the  opposite 
of  oar  arrangement,  as  I  hare  stated  abor^  bv 
which,  as  we  presamed,  she  would  be  bonnd,  and 
we  free.  Certainty  to  oor  merchants  was  all- 
imporunt  Any  iair,  well-defined  role,  withbi 
which  they  might  prosecute  in  safety  their  enter- 
prises, although  it  mi^ht  fall  short  in  some  respects 
of  our  just  claims,  might  perhaps  be  preferable  to 
frequent  collisions,  which  put  ererything  at  bax- 
ard.  In  anr  event  it  was  an  object  of  great  im- 
portance to  keep  the  peace  of  the  eOuntry  in  oor 
own  handsjby  retaining  the  right  to  resort  to  war 
when  it  suited  us,  and  then  only. 

I  will  now  ftroceed  to  the  other  topics  which 
areadreried  to  in  your  letter  of  May  30, 1807,attd 
on  which  I  shall  be  asconcise as  possible.  In  ^or 
examination  of  the  treaty,  yon  notice  several  ti 
primary  importance,  which  yon  cooceire  to  hare 
been  improperly  arranged  in  the  articles  which 
refer  lo  taem.  I  will  pursue,  in  my  remarks,  the 
order  which  you  hare  traced. 

Yoa  conniuer  the  eleventh  article  as  objeetfoa* 
able,  in  baring  shut  to  our  commerce  important 
channels  which  were  left  open  to  it  by  the  deeb- 
ions  of  the  British  courts,  and  the  principles  con- 
tained in  the  commanicatioos  from  Lord  Hawkea- 
bury  to  Mr-  King.  In  support  of  that  opinion, 
you  obserre,  that,  as  the  article  stipulates  that  the 
United  States  may  carry  the  manufactures  and 
productions  of  Europe  from  their  own  ports  to 
any  colonies  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  the^ 
are  prohibited  by  it  from  carrying  the  manufac- 
tures or  productions  of  the  countries  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  like  manner,  to  such  colo- 
nies. You  observe,al80,  that  as  the  United  States 
are  authorized  to  carry  from  their  own  porta  the 
prodnctions  of  enemy  ctrfonies-  to  Europe,  they  are 
prohibited  from  carrying  those  productions  to  the 
southern  coasts  of  the  Mediterranean,  or  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  to  any  other  enemy 
or  neutral  celonies  in  this  quarter. 

I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  be  satisfied,  on 
further  consideration,  thai  this  construction  of  that 
article  is  anfounded.  it  is  not  the  object  of  the 
article  to  regulate  the  general  commerce  of  the 
countries,  or  to  compromit  their  elaims'in  any 
case  to  which  the  regulation  does  not  explicitly 
extend.  The  regulation  prescribed  by  it  applies 
to  a  case  of  controversy  between  the  parties,  in  a 
point  of  immediate  contact,  and  it  was  the  object 
of  Ibe  article  to  adjust  the  controversy  in  that 
point.  If  we  advert  to  the  issue  which  was  made 
op  between  them,  as  clearly  defi  ned  by  the  orders  of 
the  British  Government,  toe  decisionBoftheCodtts 
of  Admiralty  under  them,  and  the  discassions 
which  took  ptaee  between  the  Oorernmenia  on 
the  subject,  we  shall  find  that  in  no  view  eao  Che 
construction,  which  ytra  impute  to  the  article,  he 
supported. 

The  issue  lately  made  np  between  the  parties 
involved  solely  the  question,  what  circumstances 
or  acts,  to  be  performed  in  the  neutral  country, 
were  necessary  to  break  the  continuity  of  a  voy- 
age from  the  colony  of  an  enemy  to  its  parent 
country,  or  some  enemy  country  in  Enrope? 
This  point  had  been  settled,  as  was  presamedj 
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former  decisiona  of  the  British  Courts  of  Admi- 
ralty, and  explanations  of  the  British  Qorernmeot, 
in  a  raaooer  which  was  so  far  satisfactory  to  the 
Uoited  Stales,  as  to  justify  a  belief  that  if  those 
decisions  and  explanations  had  been  adhered  to, 
the  existing  controversy  on  this  subject  would  not 
have  arisen.  But  in  1805  the  British  Gouru  of 
Admiralty  insisted  on  the  performance  of  new 
8018  in  the  United  States,  or  what  arooaoted  to 
the  same  thing,  extended  by  constructioD  the  doc- 
trinc  of  fnrraer  deoisioiu  in  such  a  raanoer  as  to 
OmIw  the  performaace  of  new  acts,  «ieh  loo  as 
were  of  a  nature  highly  ooeroua  and  oppressive, 
indiepeDaably  necessary.  On  this  special  point, 
the  paniei  were  at  issue,  and  the  sole  object  of 
the  article  waa  to  adjust,  by  temporary  arrange- 
ment, the  controversy  on  that  point.  The  rights 
of  the  parties.  In  every  other  instance,  not  within 
the  ^ope  of  the  adjastment,  were  to  remain  of 
course  untouched,  and  in  that  particular  one,  to 
revive  at  the  expiration  of  the  term  limited  for 
Ihe-duration  of  the  article. 

A  coBcise  analysis  of  the  several  orders  of  the 
British  Government,  relative  to  the  trade  of  neu- 
tral Powers  with  enemy  colonies,  will  place  in  a 
clear  point  of  view  the  groand  of  the  cootrovNsy 
between  the  parties,  and  the  precise  object  and 
effect  of  the  regulation  proposed  by  the  article 
nader  eonaideration.  The  nrst  order  bears  date 
on  the  6tb  November,  1793.  It  directed  the  Brit- 
ish cntiserato  bring  in  for  lawful  adjadieation  all 
veaseis  laden  with  goods,  the  produce  of  any  col- 
ony of  France,  or  carrying  provisions  or  supplies 
forsuch  colony.  That  order  amounted  ineipress 
terms  to  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  neutral 
Powers,  and  it  was  issued  in  that  spirit  by  the 
British  Government.  Thepolicy,however, which 
dictated  the  order,  did  not  lest  long ;  events  soon 
produced  a  change  of  policy,  and  with  it  a  revo- 
cation, or  to  use  the  technical  phraseology  of  the 
Admiralty,  a  relaxation  of  the  order.  The  sec- 
ond order  was  of  the  8ih  JaDnaTy.1794.  It  direct- 
ed the  cmisers  "to  bring  in  alt  VKtsels  laden  with 
goods,  the  prodoce  of  the  French  West  India  isl- 
ands, and  coming  directly  from  any  port  of  the 
aaid  islands  to  any  port  in  Europe."  This  order 
being  directory,  prescribed  the  case  in  whieh  nea- 
tral  vessels  engaged  in  snch  a  trade  should  be 
seized,  and  thereby  cooflned  the  seizure  to  that 
ease  only.  No  vessel  engaged  hi  that  trade,  which 
did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  order,  could 
be  touched.  Thus,  the  effect  of  the  order  was  to 
inhibit  the  direct  trade  of  the  United  States,  be- 
tween enemy  colonies  and  Europe,  in  the  pro- 
dnctions  of  iliose  colonies.  It  left  the  trade  free 
between  the  United  States  and  enemy  colonies, 
and  between  the  United  States  and  Europe,  and 
of  coune  every  other  coantry.  It  left  it  free  also, 
Jn  the  direct  line,  between  enemy  colonies  and 
Africa  and  Asia.  By  confining  the  restriction  to 
Enrop^  those  countries  were  necessarily  exempt- 
ed from  its  operations.  The  third  order,  of  the 
25th  January,  1798,  directed  the  cruisers  to  "bring 
u  all  vessels  laden  with  cargoes,  the  produce  of 
any  island  of  France,  Spate,  or  Holland,  and 
coming  directly  from  any  port  of  the  »id  iaianda 


or  settlements  to  any  port  in  Europe,  not  beinja 
port  of  Great  Britain,  nor  of  the  country  to  which 
such  ships,  being  neutral,  belonged."   The  sole 
effect  of  this  order  was  to  extend  to  the  neoiral 
Powers  of  Europe  the  accommodation  which  hid 
been  yielded  to  the  United  Spates  by  that  of  8tli 
January,  1794.   The  next  order  bears  date  ootbe 
24tb  June,  1803.   It  directs  the  cruisers  oottD 
seize  any  vessel  which  shall  be  carrying  on  tnit 
directly  between  the  colonies  of  the  enemies 
and  the  neutral  country  to  which  i^^e  Tes«l 
belongs,  and  laden  with  the  property  of  iobaUt- 
ants  of  snch  neutral  country,  provided  such  vesid 
shall  not  be  supplying,  nor  have  aopptied,  the 
enemy  on  the  outward  voyage  with  any  articla 
of  contrabuid  of  war,"  &c.  The  sole  object  of 
this  order  appears  to  have  been  to  introdnee  a 
new  rule  relative  to  cootrabaod,  hj  subjecting  a 
vessel  to  seizure  on  that  account,  on  her  return 
voyage,  after  depositing  her  cargo  at  her  place  of 
destination.   It  prohibits  the  seizure  of  neutnl 
vessels,  European  as  well  as  American,  engaged 
in  a  trade  between  enemy  colonies  and  the  neu- 
tral countries,  by  positive  inbibitioii.    That  trade 
bad  been  left  free  before,  by  the  restriction  of  the 
seizure  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  direct  trade  be* 
tween  enemy  colonies  and  the  parent  oountfy.  It 
was  now  secured  hf  positive  inhibititm.  The 
right  to  carry  on  the  trade  from  the  neutral  coon- 
try  to  other  countries,  was  left  on  the  ground  on 
which  it  stood  before.  That  this  order  wis  not 
intended  to  affect  that  trade,  and  did  not  afiect  it 
is  made  sufficiently  evident  by  many  decisions  of 
the  Courts  of  Admiralty  wlucb  have  been  sirea 
since  the  order  was  issued.    In  proof  of  this,  I 
refer  to  all  the  cases  that  were  decided  by  the 
British  Courts  of  Admiralty,  touching  the  trade 
of  deutrals  with  enemy  colonies,  in  the  years  1805 
and  1806,  and  more  especially  to  that  of  the  Wil- 
liam, Trefrey,  it  being  the  last  one,  and  contain- 
ing a  summary  of  the  whole  doctrine. 

If  we  recur  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts  them- 
selves, we  shall  find  a  foil  confirmation  of  what 
is  here  advanced.  We  shall  find  that,  in  eos- 
formiag  their  decisions  to  the  spirit  of  the  ordcn 
of  the  Government,  they  inhibit  the  direct  trade 
only  between  the  colony  and  the  parent  conntn, 
or  some  other  country  of  Europe;  that  they  do 
not  call  in  question  the  trade  between  oeatral 
Powm,  in  the  productions  of  enemy  colonies, 
after  those  prodnetions  were  allowed  to  have  been 
incorporated  into  the  stock  of  the  country ;  that 
they  gave  recent  and  high  offence  only  by  ibe 
new  ^trines  advanced  on  this  latter  point, wnteh, 
by  assuming  to  investigate  the  motives  of  the  par- 
ties engaged  in  the  tradcj  and  to  reject  acts  which 
were  Iwfore  deemed  satisfactory  bj  decisions  the 
most  solemn,  and  to  impose  new  conditions  the 
most  onerous  and  oppressive,  laid  that  commerce 
completely  at  the  mercy  of  British  tribnnals. 
The  most  material  cases  are  those  of  the  Immai- 
uel,  which  involved  the  question  of  a  trade  I*- 
tween  Bordeaux  and  St.  Domingo,  that  is,  the 
direct  trade  between  the  parent  country  and  lU 
colony,  in  whieh  the  goods  were  condemaed  oa 
that  account  [Robin.  Rep.  toI.  ^  page  186J  tad  of 
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the  Polly,  Lasky,  in  which  the  vessel  was  taken 
on  a  voyage  from  Marblehead  to  Spain,  charged 
with  the  productions  of  the  Havana,  brought  to 
BfarUehead  by  the  same  vessel.   In  this  ease  the 
question  of  coDtinaily  of  voyage  was  inroWed, 
and  the  court  decided  in  fitm  of  the  AmerieaD 
daim,  on  ground  that  gave  no  offence.  It  was 
admitted,  in  explicit  terms,  by  the  jadge,  that  an 
American  had  a  right  to  import  the  produce  of 
the  Spanish  colonies  into  his  own  country,  and 
to  carry  tLem  on  thence  to  the  general  commerce 
of  Europe,  and  that  the  landing  of  the  cargo  and 
payment  of  the  duties  would  be  sufficient  criteria 
of  a&ona fide  importation,  [2  Rob.  Rep,  pase  361.1 
The  next  cases  were  those  of  the  Essex,  Orme^  of 
the  Rowheoa,  and  some  others  of  the  same  kind 
in  1805,  which  turned  on  the  point  of  continuity 
oCroj*^^,  in  which  the  cour^  pushing  its  doc- 
rrine  to  the  unjust  and  pernicious  extent  com- 
plained of,  produced  the  controversy  which  took 
place  between  the  two  countries.   The  commu- 
nication between  Mr.  EUng  and  Lord  Hawkes- 
burjr  i>  of  the^same  character.  The  Advocate 
General  adiniisl  in  his  report,  which  was  adopted 
by  Lord  Hawkesbary,  and  eommuntoated  by  him 
10  Mr.  King,  that,  by  the  relaxation  of  the  general 
principle  respecting  the  trade  with  enemy  colo- 
nies, it  was  distinctly  understood,  and  had  been 
repeatedly  so  decided  by  the  Coart  of  Appeal, 
that  the  produce  of  enemy  colonies  might  be  im- 
ported into  the  neutral  country  and  re-exported 
thence  even  to  the  mother  country  of  snob  colo- 
ny; and  in  the  like  manner  that  the  prodnce  and 
manufactures  of  the  mother  country  might  be 
carried  to  its  colonies.   He  states  that  the  direct 
trade  between  the  mother  eountry  and  its  colo- 
nies had  not  been  recognised  as  legal;  that  what 
amounted'  to  an  intermediate  importation  into  the 
neutral  eountry  might  sometimes  be  a  aaestion  of 
diflleolty ;  that  the  mere  touching  in  the  neutral 
country  to  take  fresh  clearances,  might  perhaps 
be  deemed  evasive,  and,  in  effect,  the  direct  trade; 
but  that  the  High  Court  of  Aamiralty  had  ex- 
pressly decided,  (and  he  saw  no  reason  to  expect 
that  the  Court  of  Appeal  would  vary  the  rules,) 
thatUndiog  the  goods,  and  paying  the  duties  in 
the  neotrat  country,  would  break  the  continuity 
of  the  voyage,  and  was  such  an  importation  as 
would  leealize  the  trade,  although  the  goods  were 
reahipped  in  the  same  vessel,  on  account  of  the 
same  proprietors,  and  were  forwarded  for  sale  to 
the  mother  country  of  the  colony. 

This  communication  corresponds  in  every  the 
minutest  circumstance  with  the  spirit  of  the  or- 
ders and  decisions  of  the  couru,asaDoveexplained. 
It  insists,  and  in  terms  that  are  for  from  being 
positive,  that  the  direct  trade  only  between  the 
mother  coaatry  and  the  colony  was  inhibited.  It 
admits  that  the  trade  through  the  neutral  country 
to  the  mother  country  of  the  colony  was  lawful, 
and  fixes,  with  great  preoisioa,  the  acts  to  be  per- 
formed in  the  neutral  couptry,  which  would  be 
aoffieient  to  incorporate  the  gooAs  into  the  stock 
of  the  ooDntry,  and  break  the  continuity  of  the 
▼oyage.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  report  alluded 
to,  the  Advocate  Oaneral  seems  to  make  «  kind 


of  reservation  of  the  right  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal to  revise  the  decisions  of  the  High  Coort  of 
Admiralty,  which  he  represents  to  have  settled 
the  doctnne.  But  he  makes  that  reservation,  if 
indeed  it  waa  intended  as  on^  in  snoh  ternu  as  to 
preclude  the  idea  that  it  would  ever  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of,  especially  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  report  was  adopted  by  the  Government,  and 
communicated  officially  by  the  Secretary  of  8tat« 
to  a  foreign  Minister.  It  is  certain,  however,  flmC 
through  the  Court  of  Appeal  the  new  eiMroabli* 
ment  on  the  righu  of  the  United  States  was  made, 
which  produced  the  controversy  which  ensued 
immediately  afterwards. 

The  discussion  which  took  place  between  Lord 
Mulgrave  and  myself,  in  1805,  on  the  subject  of 
the  seizures  then  made,  treated  the  encroachment 
in  that  tine  as  the  special  cause  of  complaint  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  Although  the 
British  pretension  to  inhibit  even  the  direct  trade 
had  not  been  countenanced  by  the  GoTernmeat, 
yet  the  eommeree  of  the  United  States  had  been 
made,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  accommodate  widi 
it  1^  the  merchants.  They  were  content  to  de- 
cline the  direet  trade,  and  to  proseente  their  enter- 
prises through  the  United  otatea  eonally  with 
the  mother  country  and  itacolooies.  It  was  natu- 
ral, in  the  course  of  a  controversy  which  iavdvcd 
such  important  interests,  tbat  the  righta  of  the 
parties  should  be  taken  up  on  principle  and  car- 
ried to  the  greatest  extent.  To  the  light  thrown 
upon  the  subject  by  a  very  able  essay  which  I 
received  from  you,  I  was  mwh  indebted,  and  I 
acknowledge,  in  this  communication,  the  aid  that 
it  afforded  me  with  peculiar  satisfaction.  A  vin- 
dication however  of  the  cause;  on  principle,  how^ 
ever  extensive  the  range  may  be,  could  not  affect 
the  origin  of  the  controversy,  nor  give  tothe  article 
entered  into  for  its  adjustment  a  eonstmetioii  dif* 
ferent  from  that  whicn,  by  wdl«staUished  ndm^ 
is  fairly  ap|)licable  to  iu 

From  this  view  of  the  several  orders  of  the 
British  Government,  and  from  the  expositioB' 
given  of  them  by  the  courts  and  by  the  Oov^a- 
ment  itselt^  it  appears  that  the  sole  object  of  thoae 
that  were  issued  after  that  of  the  6tb  November, 
1793,  was  to  inhibit  the  direct  trade  of  the  Uoit^ 
States  between  enemy  colonies  and  Europe  ;  that 
they  did  not  touch  and  were  not  intended  to  inter- 
fere with  the  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  even  the  parent  country,  and  a  fortiori 
betweeti  the  United  States  and  Asia  and  Africa. 
It  was,  indeed,  the  object  of  the  order  of  Novem- 
ber 6, 1793,  to  suppress  the  confmeree  of  neutral 
Powers  with  enemy  .colonies  altogether;  but  that 
being  abandoned,  toe  bext  idea  that  ocearred  was 
to  embarrass  that  trade,  by  forcing  it  through  neu- 
tral countries.  Here,  then,  aroM  a  new  qaestioB, 
which  turned  entirely  on  another  principle;  that 
a  neutral  Power  had  a  right  to  carry  on  trade, 
from  its  own  ports,  in  any  articles,  thoogh  of  for- 
eign produce,  which  haa  been  incorporated  into 
the  stock  of  the  country,  it^t  contraband  of  war, 
and  to  all  countries,  was  not  controverted.  That 
point,  otherwise  clear  and  indisputable  in  itself, 
bad  oeeR  long  settled  by  the  highest  thbanal8,aitd 
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the  most  emiaent  jarists  in  England.  The 
eircDrastancea  which  conatttateO  such  an  incor- 
poration of  foretgn  articles  into  the  stock  of  the 
GooDtry,  had  also  been  settled  bjr  the  same  author- 
itica,  still,  the  queatioD  which  now  arose  larned 
OB  this  l«tl«r  point.  lo  forcing  this  commerce 
Chroogh  Deotral  ports  with  a  view  to  enilMrraM 
it,  it  became  necessary  (lo  give  the  greatest  effect 
to  that  expedient)  to  increase  the  aiffieulties  in 
tboae  porta,  whien  waa  done  in  the  manner  tX- 
ready  slated. 

If  the  insfractions  of  the  Briitsh  GoTernment 
did  not  inhibit  the  trade  in  question,  the  adjust- 
ment  contained  in  the  article  under  consideration 
could  not  affect  it.  That  article  supposes  e  differ- 
ence between  the  parties  relative  to  a  trade  with 
enemy  colonies,  and  the  instructions  which  inter- 
fere with  it.  The  article  could  cot  operate  on 
any  trade  to  which  the  instructions  did  not  ex- 
tend, and  concerning  which  there  was  no  cootro- 
Tcrsy.  In  the  present  case  the  conclusion  is  the 
mote  irresistible,  because  there  did  not  exist  feTen 
m  poaaibility  of  cooiroversy  in  regard  to  that  trade. 
Bat  it  is  iMerrcd  that,  because  it  is  stipulated  that 
the  produce  of  enmiy  colonies  may  be  carried  to 
Borope  from  the  United  States,  that  the  ports  of 
Asia  and  Africa  are  shut  op  them ;  and,  that  be- 
cause it  is  stipulated,  that  the  manuractures  of 
Bnrope  may  be  carried  from  the  United  States  to 
tbe  West  Indies,  that  those  of  Asia  and  Africa 
are  prohibited  from  being  carried  there.  This 
objection  baa  been  already  obviated.  Had  the 
instructions  of  tbe  British  Goremment  iohibited 
that  trade,  and  a  controversy  betwt-en  the  Gov- 
emments  arisen  from  the  inhibition,  as  tbe  article 
docs  not  extend  to  the  ease,  the  most  that  could 
have  been  inferred  would  hare  been,  that  it  was 
nnprorided  for,  and  that  tbe  rights  of  the  parties 
-would  remain  in  tbe  same  state  respecting  it.  as 
if  the  article  had  sot  been  entered  into.  It  is  easy 
to  explain  tbe  cause  wh^  the  term  "  Earape"  was 
iatrodDced  into  the  article,  in  reference  to  the 
paru  to  which  colony  produce  might  be  carried, 
■ad  ^European,"  in  reference  to  the  manufac* 
tores  which  might  be  carried  to  enetny  colonies, 
and. to  show  that  they  were  adopted  with  a  view 
to  open,  on  the  widest  scale,  the  ports  which  had 
been  at  anv  time  shut  on  them  by  tbe  British  or- 
ders. Aitbodgh  the  policy  of  these  orders,  as  well 
«■  of  the  principle  on  which  they  are  founded,  is 
nore  particularly  applicable  to  the  direct  trade 
between  enemy  colonies  and  their  mother  coun- 
try, yet  as  tbe  term  "  Europe"  bad  been  adopted 
aa  the  modifioaiio'ns  that  were  made  in  them,  first, 
at  tbe  instance  of  the  United  States,  and  after- 
wards at  that  of  the  neatral  Bnropean  Powers,  as 
the  widest  scale  within  which  the  inhibition  ope- 
aled,  it  was  thought  best  to  nse  that  term  to  pre- 
vant  the  possibility  of  mistake  aa  to  the  extent  of 
the  adjustment.  Had  terms  of  more  extensive 
import  been  adopted,  they  could  not  have  been 
wre  effectual  to  tbe  object,  while  they  might 
bare  tended  to  entarg,e  tbe  sphere  of  British  pre- 
tensions, by  extending  it  to  cases  to  which  it 
would  be  highly  improper  to  give  a  sanction. 

But, it  is  supposed  that,  although  the  orders  of- 


the  BritiEh  Government  may  not  have  inhibited 
this  trade,  it  is  comprised  in  the  general  iohibi- 
lion  of  the  British  principle.   If  tbe  British  priD- 
cipte  inhibits  Nucb  a  trade,  which  I  do  not  admit, 
it  does  not  follow  that  a  sanction  to  that  iobibi- 
tion  is  given  by  this  article,  for  reasons  alrndy 
RUted.  If  the  provision  of  tbe  article  does  sot 
extend  lo  that  trade^  the  rights  of  tbe  parties  can- 
not  be  affected  by  it.   They  remain  eqeally  ia 
force  against  the  principle  as  against  the  instrtK- 
lions,  h^d  they  inhibited  it.   But  the  claim  toio 
exemption  for  that  trade,  from  tbe  operations  of 
the  British  principle,  rests  on  still  stronger  groa&d, 
admitting  that  it  ever  extended  to  it,  whicb,  bow- 
ever,  I  am  far  from  admitting.   It  can  be  shown 
that  tbe  orders  themselves  lake  it  completelr  from 
within  the  scope  of  that  principle.    By  instruct- 
iog  (he  cruisers  to  seize  vessels  engaged  in  a  pa^ 
ticutar  trade,  every  other  trade  is  allowed.  It  ii 
in  that  mode,  that  what  is  called  a  relaxation  of 
tbe  British  principle  is  effected.    Tbe  order 
duces  the  pnnciple  to  its  own  standard.or  in  otba 
wordsj  becomes  the  principle  itself.   If  this  d(w- 
trine  is  not  true,  it  ts  impossible  to  designate  ia 
what  mode  the  relaxation,  which  is  aniversally 
admitted  of  tbe  British  principle,  is  wrought;  or 
to  prove  that  there  has  been  any  relaxation  of  it 
whatever.   If  iheorden*  have  not  that  effect, 
what  avail  are  they?   That  they  have  that  effect 
is  proved  by  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  and  (he 
practice  under  them.   I  am  aware  uf  the  brosd 
doctrine  held  by  the  courts  on  this  subject,  bat 
that  doctrine,  necessarily  ambiguous,  from  the 
dilemma  in  which  the  courts  were  placed  by  (be 
inconsistent  orders  of  the  Government,  if  not  re- 
concilable to  this  construction,  (as  I  think  it  is, 
when  the  whole  subject  is  taken  into  view,)  is 
contradicted  by  the  decisions  of  the  same  coorb, 
and  the  explanations  of  tbe  CSoTernmeni  itself. 

I  say  that  this  trade  ia  not  inhibited  by  the  Brit- 
ish  principle^  becease  it  supposes  a  trade  between 
enemy  colonies  and  the  mother  country.  Bat  a 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Asia  asd 
Africa,  let  the  subject  of  tl  be  what  it  may,  is  not 
a  trade  of  that  kind.  It  is  a  trade  with  indepeit- 
:  dent  Powers,  at  peace  with  Great  Britain,  witk 
whom  we  have  a  right  to  trade,  by  all  the  roles 
which  Great  Britain  has  at  any  time  insisted  on. 
It  would  be  of  dangerous  tendency  to  admit  that 
Great  Britain  had  a  pretension  to  interfere  with 
such  a  trade  in  any  case.  After  the  goods  are 
received  into  tbe  United  States,  no  matter  of  what 
articles  they  consist,  or  from  what  quarter  they 
came,  they  are  the  property  of  (be  country,  and 
may,  of  right,  be  shipped  to  any  other  country. 
The  British  principle  does  not  oontrovert  thii 
doctrine }  it  asserts,  in  its  widest  range,  tbe  right 
only  to  seize  them  on  their  route  to  the  neutral 
country,  and  from  U  to  the  mother  coontry  of  the 
colony,  or  some  other  enemy  country  of  Europe 
provided  they  be  not  incorporated  into  the  stock 
of  the  neutral  country.  If  Ihey  arc,  they  may  go 
under  the  arrangement  made  to  the  countries  to 
which  tbe  British  principle  applies;  but  tbey  re- 
quire no  sanction  from  the  British  Government 
to  go  to  those  to  which  it  does  not  apply.  The 
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desiinatioo  of  the  vessel  alone  would,  as  I  pre- 
sume, dispel  erery  doubt  of  the  legality  of  the 
trade,  aod  preclude  all  further  inquiry  concerning 
it.  The  question  of  eoDtiuuitjr  of  voyage  could 
oeTer  arise  in  such  a  case.  It  is  certain  <hat  the 
arrangement  alluded  to  gires  no  sanetioa  to  it, 
and  for  the  best  of  alt  reasons,  that  the  trade  was 
not  admitted,  or  even  eoniended  to  be  comprised 
vithin  the  range  of  British  principle. 

I  shall  close  ray  remarks  on  this  point  by  ob- 
serriag,  that  as  the  arrangement  of  the  acts  to 
break  the  continuity  of  the  voyage  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  parent  country,  aod  other  enertiy 
eountries  of  Europe,  in  the  produce  of  their  colo- 
nies, and  from  the  United  States  to  those  colonies, 
in  themanafacturesof  Europe,  is  confined  strictly 
to  that  object;  the  rights  of  the  parties  remain 
unimpaired  in  every  other  circumstance  relative 
to  that  trade ;  that,  as  the  article  contains  no  stip- 
nlaiioD  against  the  direct  trade  from  the  colony 
to  the  parent  country,  the  right  to  carry  on  even 
that  trade  is  not  necessarily  suspended  by  it;  that 
if,  in  ao^  vienr,  it  can  be  considered  as  suspended, 
it  is  by  implication  arising  out  of  the  whole  tran- 
saction, rather  than  from  the  stipulation  itself. 
How  niuch  stronger,  then,  is  the  conclusion  al- 
ready drawn  from  other  premises,  that  nothing  is 
to  be  deduced  from  that  article  to  justify  the  con- 
struction which  has  been  imputed  to  it. 

The  remarks  above  made  refer  more  particu- 
larly to^a  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
Europe  in  the  produce  of  enemy  colonics.  They 
are,  however,  equally  applicable  to  the  other  ob- 
jection stated  in  your  letter,  of  a  trade  belweeo 
the  United  States  and  enemy  colonies  in  the  pro- 
duce or  manufactures  of  Africa  or  Asia.  None 
of  the  orders  alluded  to  inhibit  that  commerce, 
and  it  is  most  certain  that  the  article  alluded  to 
gives  no  sanction  to  such  a  pretension. 

As  to  cbe  conditions  by  which  it  is  agreed  to 
break  the  continuity  of  the  voyage,  I  have  to  oh* 
serve  that  they  are  as  &vorable  as  you  had  ex- 
pected. We  were  authorized  to  stipulate,  if  better 
conditions  could  not  be  obtained,  that  the  goods 
should  be  landed,  the  duties  paid,  and  the  ship 
changed.  Westlpnlated  only  that  the  goods  should 
be  landed  aod  the  duty  paid,  making  the  duty  on 
Enropean  goods  one  per  cent.,  and  on  colony  pro- 
ductions two.  By  exempting  the  party  from  the 
necessity  of  changing  the  ship,  an  irajmriant  ad- 
vantage was  certainly  secured.  By  fixing  the  duty 
at  one  per  cent,  in  the  one  instance, aod  at  two  in 
the  other,  it  was  not  possible  that  the  slightest  em- 
barrassment should  ne  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
trade.  The  duty  payable  on  manufactures  con- 
sumed in  the  country  is  about  fifteen  per  cent., 
and  on  West  India  productions  twenty-five.  The 
triSing  amount  made  payable  to  the  country  on  the 
re-exportation  of  the  articles  conld  not  be  felt  by 
the  merchant ;  it  would  fall  on  the  European  coo- 
snmer.  It  could  not  be  felt  as  a  heavy  imposition 
on  the  trade  itself;  our  only  competitor  in  it  would 
be  Qreat  Britain,  whose  merchants  would  labor 
under  the  disadvantages  incident  to  war  in  a  thou- 
sand shapes,  more  especially  as  the  ports  of  the 
whole  continent  would  be  taut  oo  taem,  in  not 


Great  Britain. 


being  able  to  get  their  goods  into  those  ports,  oth- 
erwise than  by  smuggling  them — a  mode  which 
could  not  fail  to  be  onerous  if  it  succeeded,  but 
which  was  likely  to  fail  in  most  cases.  It  shotild 
be  remembered,  also,  that  the  increased  duties- 
which  would  accrue  to  the  coontl-y  would  tend  ia 
the  highest  degree  to  interest  the  whole  comma' 
nity  in  support  of  a  commerce  in  which  the  com- 
mercial part  was  most  materially  interested.  It 
is  the  policy  of  the  European  Powers  having  col- 
onies in  the  West  Indies  to  make  the  parent  conn- 
trylhe^^T^dlof  the  productions  of  the  colonies. 
Is  not  that  policy  worthy  the  attention  and  ambi- 
tion of  the  United  States,  in  respect  to  the  trade 
of  the  colonies  in  question?  The  duty  received 
would  make  some  recompense  to  the  nation  for 
the  expenses  incurred  and  sums  expended  in  sup- 
porting our  right  to  that  trade.  Besides, by  mak- 
ing the  ports  of  the  United  States  the  mtrepUa  for 
such  productions,  the  country  in  general  would 
derive  some  advantage  from  the  measare.  Every 
ship  engaged  in  the  commerce  which  entered  an 
American  port  would  bring  something  to  and  take 
something  from  it.  The  vast  andount  of  Asiatic, 
European,  and  West  India  articles  brought  to  our 
markets  would  cheapen  the  price  of  those  articles 
at  home ;  and  each  ship,  while  in  port,  and  in  the 
prosecution  of  her  voyage,  would  require  supplies 
in  provision  and  other  articles,  which  would  raise 
the  price  of  those  articles,  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  geoeraljinterest  of  the  country. 

The  limitation  of  the  article  to  the  term  spe- 
cified was  a  condition  which  we  presumed  might 
prove  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  while  it 
could  not  possibly  injure  them.  It  is  expressly 
stipulated  tnat  the  right  of  both  parties  shall  revive 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term.  Those  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  therefore,  would  then  be  in  force,  and 
to  the  full  extent  of  their  pretensions,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  stipulation  had  not  been  entered 
into.  In  another  war  they  might  insist  on  eondi- 
tions  which  this  stipulation  did  not  secure;  and 
if  Great  Britain  did  not  yield  to  their  demand, 
the^  might  resort  to  any  expedient  to  compel  her 
which  the  wisdom  of  their  councils  might  dictate. 
Any  encroachment  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
on  their  rights,  as  heretofore  contended  for,  might 
be  considered  by  their  Government  an  act  of  hos- 
tility, aod  treated  accordingly.  The  least  favor- 
able conditions  that  she  could  ofier  would  be  those 
already  settled,  which  the  United  States  might 
accept  or  reject,  as  they  thought  best.  As  a  youth- 
ful, prosperous,  and  rising  nation,  it  could  not  be 
doubted  that  in  the  next  war  their  situation  would 
be  more  imposinz  than  in  the  present  one.  The 
presumption  is,  that  they  would  be  able  then  lo 
obtain  better  conditions  than  at  present. 

On  the  third  article  I  have  to  observe,  in  addi- 
tion to  what  is  stated  in  our  joint  letter  of  Janu- 
ary 3, 1807,  that  nothing  would  have  been  more 
easy  than  to  have  omitted  any  provision  on  the 
subject  of  it,  and  to  have  placed  that  trade  on  the 
footing  of  the  most  favored  nation.  To  obtain 
better  terms  by  treaty  was  utterly  impossible.  We 
were  much  inclined  to  omit  any  provision  on  the 
subject,  becftitse  we  were  aware  that  the  arrange- 
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meat  made  would  fall  short  of  the  Mpectation  of 
our  Government  and  country,  and  most  probably 
subject  us  to  censure.  We  acceded  to  that  ar^ 
rangement  from  a  conviction  that  it  secured  us  bet- 
ter terms  than  we  should  be  likely  to  enjoy  ifleft 
to  depend  on  the  pleasure  of  the  British  Govern- 
meat,  stimulated  as  we  kuew  that  was  to  restrict 
tu  in  it  by  the  India  Company  and  other  interests 
of  the  country.  It  is  impossible  to  coDceive  too 
high  an  idea  of  the  jealousy  which  is  eDtertained 
or  the  United  States  in  a  commercial  view  by 
that  Government,  and  of  the  danger  with  which 
it  thinks  Great  Britain  is  menaced  by  their  extra- 
ordinary prosperity  and  rapid  growth.  The  bold- 
ness of  the  projects,  and  the  activity  and  ability 
with  which  they  are  prosecuted  by  our  merchants 
and  mariners,  excite  the  admiration  of  Europe. 
Great  Britain  has  seen  that,  wherever  our  citi- 
zens gained  a  foothold,  they  never  lost  it.  With- 
out oistrusting  her  own  means,  or  the  hardinesn 
and  activity  of  her  people,  she  finds  that  our  own 
position,  remote  from  Europe,  contiguous  to  the 
West  Indies  and  the  Southern  continent,  and  as 
near  to  India  as  herself,  gives  ns  adranta^ 
against  which  sho  cannot  cope.  The  effort  which 
we  made  and  persevered  in  for  several  months  to 
gain  admission  into  British  India  on  more  favor- 
able terms,  and  the  disposition  which  was  shown 
by  the  British  Commissioners  to  yield,  excited  a 
sensation  (or,  more  properly  speaking,  an  alarm") 
in  the  Board  of  India  Directors,  and  of  the  com- 
mercial people  in  ^neral,  even  among  those  who 
had  no  particular  interest  in  the  question,  which 
was  extremely  obvious.  Had  we  made  no  pro- 
vision in  the  treaty  to  secure  our  admittance  into 
India  on  certain  conditions,  we  had  much  reason 
to  believe  that  that  commerce  would  hare  been 
fettered  to  an  extreme  degree,  and  in  every  form. 

We  were  extremely  anxious  to  provide  that  our 
citizens  might  make  their  shipments  from  Europe, 
to  take  specie  from  Spain  and  Portugal,  goods 
from  England,  &c.,  and  that  they  ml^t  touch  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  at  the  Isle  of  Bourbon,  at 
the  Mauritius.  &c. ;  that  they  might  carry  on  the 
coasting  trade  in  India,  and  be  permittea  to  pass 
from  Calcutta  to  China.  Those  advantages  were 
insisted  on ;  but  the  pressure  which  we  made  pro- 
duced reports  from  the  Board  of  Directors,  at  the 
inatance  of  the  CKivernment,  and  from  political 
men  conversant  in  these  topics,  which  fixed  the 
Government  in  its  decision  not  to  grant  them.  I 
repeat,  however,  that  it  would  have  been  easy  to 
hare  omitted  the  regulation  from  the  treaty,  and 
jdaced  the  trade  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored 
nation,  as  it  would  hare  been  at  any  time  after- 
wards had  the  state  of  afiairs  in  other  respects 
permitted  it. 

By  yoor  instructions,  a  prorision  in  favor  of 
indemnity  was  not  made  an  indispensable  condi- 
tion of  a  treaty.  We  were  authorized  to  conclude 
one  without  it ;  we  were  therefore  persuaded  that 
the  ground  on  which  that  interest  was  placed 
could  not  fail  to  be  approved.  The  arrangement 
which  we  made  authorized  a  just  claim  toexpect 
a  dismission  of  all  the  causes  that  were  depending 
in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  eren  to  an  indem- 


nity in  the  cases.of  condemnation.  The  doco- 
menis  which  we  forwarded  to  you  in  out  jointlei- 

ter  of  give  a  full  view  ofihis  subject,  aad  to 

them  I  bee  to  refer. 

Tour  fifth  objection  applies  to  the  eighieenili 
and  nineteetith  articles  of  the  treaty,  and,  in  tlie 
first  instance,  to  the  prohibilioo  it  contains  of  ex- 
tending the  privileges  which  are  made  zeeipned, 
between  the  parties  to  other  natioos,  which  un^ 
posed  to  he  a  breach  of  neutrality.  Had  1  cm- 
ceived  that  those  articles  were  justly  exposed  lo 
that  imputation,  I  should  certainly  not  hare  »• 
sented  to  them  ;  but  I  saw  no  feundation  for  the 
imputation.  With  Spain  and  Holland  we  bare 
treaties  which  secure  them  all  the  rights  to  vhiclt 
they  are  entitled.  It  is  usual,  and  certainlf  po- 
per,  for  a  nation,  in  estimating  its  claims  oootbn 
Powers,  to  examine  its  treaties  with  them,  sd^ 
not  to  think  of  setting  up  a  pretension  beyond 
the  limit  of  such  treaties.  By  treaty,  neither  of 
those  Powers  hare  any  right  m  the  case  in  qaei- 
tion,  nor  hare  we  in  the  ports  of  either.  By  treatf; 
Great  Britain  had  enjoyed  those  rights  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States^  as  we  had  in  her  pnti 
from  the  year  1791.  Spain  and  Holland  new 
the  conditions  of  that  treaty,  which  was  io  ibiet 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  aid 
some  time  afterwards,  and  wouid^  have  been  m 
force  till  late  in  the  last  year  had  a  special  coadi- 
tioo  of  the  twelfth  article  been  carried  into  eflecL 

To  r«iew  the  treaty  in  the  express  terms  of  tlie  i 
formerone — atreaty  which  deprived  noonePowtt  i 
of  any  existing  conventional  ri^ht;  which  sob- 
jecied  none  to  conditions  to  which  they  had  not 
been  always  subjected ;  which  allowed  to  Great 
Britain,  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  a  ptirUe^ 
which  there  was  no  reason  to  presume  tfaktany 
other  Power,  especially  Spain,  would  consent  to 
reciprocate  with  the  United  States — did  not  seen 
to  be  liable  to  the  objection  stated  to  it.  Tbesei- 
eral  principle  which  you  advance,  of  eztenati| 
those  pririleges  to  as  small  a  number  of  Pavai 
as  possible,  had  also  some  weight  in  inducing  w 
to  accede  to  the  arraneement.  France  is  adnu'l' 
ted  to  an  enjoyment  of  them  io  the  same  exictt 
with  Great  Britain ;  she  therefore  has  no  caoxw 
complaint.  I  do  not  think  that  the  stipulation 
forbids  any  arrangement  of  the  Gorernment  ret 
ative  to  the  numKr  of  ships  of  war  that  shall  be 
admitted  into  the  ports  or  the  United  Slates  at 
one  time,  or  any  regulation  relative  to  their  con-  ' 
duct  while  within  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales, 
provided  it  be  general  and  eqaally  applicable  to 
both  Powers.  A  stipulation  that  the  shipsof  wat 
of  each  nation  shall  be  hospitably  received  into 
the  ports  of  the  other  does  not  necessarily  implf 
that  there  is  to  be  no  rule  as  to  the  numbers  to  be 
admitted  into  the  ports  to  which  they  shall  be  coo- 
fined,  or  the  order  they  shall  observe  while  in  port 
All  these  topics  have  been  at  all  limes,  ax  I  bare 
reason  to  believe,  the  object  of  regulation  by  Great 
Britain ;  and  I  have  equal  reason  to  believe  that 
her  Government  did  not  consider  itself  as  hariw 
abandoned  its  right  to  regulate  them  by  this  article. 

Yoor  next  objection  applies  to  the  last  para- 
gn^ph  of  the  nineteenth  article  taken  in  conoex* 
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ioQ  with  the  twelfth  article.  Br  yoar  construc- 
tion of  those  parts  of  the  treaty,  the  United  States 
would  be  bouud  to  claim  redress,  in  favor  of  Great 
Britain,  of  her  eDemien,  for  any  acts  of  hostility 
which  they  might  commit  on  her  ships  of  war  or 
mnebaot  Tessels  within  the  additional  limit,  while 
^  might  commit  with  impunity  like  acts  of  hos- 
tility OD  the  ships  war  aod  merchant  vessels  of 
her  eoeisies  in  ease  they  did  not  acknowledge  it ; 
and  against  their  ships  of  war  in  case  they  did, 
although  ber  own  ships  of  irar  in  both  cases  would 
be  protected  within  it.  I  was  decidedly  of  opin- 
ion, and  still  am,  that  white  those  articles  secure 
to  the  United  Slates  an  uocondilioaal  advantage, 
none  whatever  Is  stipulated  by  them  in  favor  of 
Of  eat  Britain,  which  must  not  of  necessity  be  com- 
mon to  her  enemies;  that  ber  privilejge,  on  the 
coatrarj,  whatever  it  may  be,  must  be  founded  on 
their  consent— follow  and  terminate  with  ii. 

The  twelfth  article  stipulates  that  Great  Brit- 
ain shall  not  stop  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
within  five  marine  miles  of  their  coast,  except  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  whether  they  he  Amer- 
ican orlhose  of  another  Power;  and  that  she  shall 
not  stop  the  ttoarmed  vessels  of  other  Powers 
within  the  same  limit,  provided  they  acknowledge 
it,  except  to  ascertain  whether  tbpy  Belong  to  those 
who  have  acknowledged  it.  The  vessels  of  the 
Powers  who  do  hot  adopt  the  regalation  are  not 
affected  by  iu  They  remain  uoder  the  ordinary 
protection  of  the  law  of  nations,  which  extends 
to  the  distance  of  cano on-shot,  or  three  miles  from 
the  coast.  Beyond  that  limit  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  have  a  right  to  search  and  seize  het  ves* 
sels,  withoat  beins  amenable  to  the  United  States; 
and  the  same  right  is  reserved  to  her  by  this  arti- 
cle as  if  it  had  not  been  entered  ioto.  Vessels  of 
war  are  expressly  excluded  from  the  advanuge  of 
the  regulation. 

It  is  the  sole  object  of  the  twelfth  article  to  se- 
rare  to  the  United  States  aa  aceommodatioo,  by 
extending  their  jurisdiction  on  their  coast,  in  what 
concerns  themselves,  from  three  to  five  miles.  The 
stipulatioB  is  unconditional  as  to  them,  bat  cod- 
ditional  as  to  other  Powers^  depeudent  on  their 
ackoowled^iag  the  same  limit.  It  is  made  recip- 
rocal, by  being  extended  to  the  British  dominions 
northward  of  the  United  States;  a  circumstance 
which  merits  atteniion,  as  it  precludes  the  idea 
that  any  other  equivalent  was  expected  or  iatended 
to  be  given  for  it.  It  would  have  been  extended 
to  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in  Europe  and 
elsewhere  bad  the  British  Commissioners  desired 
it;  they  declined  it^  from  a  fear  that  it  might  pro- 
duce some  innovation  in  the  general  doctrine  of 
the  lawof  nations  on  the  subject.  This  ia,I  think, 
fairly  to  be  inferred  from  the  instruraent  itself. 

The  last  parapaph  of  the  nineteenth  article 
stipulates  that  neither  of  the  parties  shall  permit 
the  ships  or  goods  belonging  to  the  subjects  or 
citizens  of  the  other  to  be  taken  within  caaooo 
shot  of  the  coast,  nor  within  the  jurisdiction  de- 
scribed in  the  twelfth  article,  so  long  as  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  article  shall  be  in  force,  by  the 
ships  of  war  of  other  Powers }  but  in  case  it  should 
so  happen,  the  patty  whose  territorial  rights  shall 


thus  have  been  violated  shall  endeavor  to  obtain 
from  the  ofieoding  party  full  and  ample  satisfac- 
tion for  the  vessel  or  vessels  so  taken,  whether  the 
same  be  vessels  of  war  or  merchant  vessels. 

If  any  advantage  is  given  to  Great  Britain  by 
the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  twelfth  article 
and  this  clause  oithe  nineteenth,  to  the  prejudice 
of  her  enemies  ^r  of  the  United  States,  tt  must  be 
by  this  clause.  She  can  certainly  claim  none 
under  the  twelfth  article.  This  clause  consisuof 
two  distinct  members  of  very  different  import. 
The  first  contains  a  ^neral  stipulation  conforma- 
ble to. the  law  of  nations,  applicable  to  all  the  do- 
miuions  of  both  parties,  and  equallyso  to  their 
ships  of  war  and  merchant  vessels.  With  respect 
to  the  latter,  however,  it  is  conditional.  The 
second  member  applies  to  the  arrangement  made 
in  the  twelfth  article,  and  in  the  sense  and  spirit 
of  that  article.  If  the  twelfth  article  is  carried 
iuto  effect  in  favor  of  other  Powers,  which  can 
only  be  done  by  their  consent,  then  the  advantage 
which  is  secured  to  them  by  it  will  accrue  liu- 
wise  to  Great  Britain.  What  is  that  advantage? 
Protection  to  their  merchant  vessels  within  the 
additional  two  miles,  and  nothing  else.  It  is  ob- 
vious that  the  protection  which  is  stipulated  in 
favor  of  ships  of  war  is  provided  for  by  the  first 
member  of  the  clause,  and  not  by  the  second.  It 
cannot  be  by  both,  for  the  distance  defined  by  them 
is  difierent,  it  being  three  miles  in  one  and  five 
miles  in  the  other.  It  is  equally  obvious  that  the 
stipulation  contained  in  the  second  member  of  the 
clause  relative  to  the  twelfth  article,  is  intended 
to  operate  iu  the  spirit  of  that  article,  and  to  be 
dependent  on  it.  By  the  terms  "nor  within  the 
jurisdiction  described  in  the  twelfth  article  so  long 
as  the  provisions  of  the  said  article  shall  be  ia 
force,"  the  stipulation  contemplated  is  made  cour- 
ditional.  In  force  in  respect  to  whom  t  Not  the 
United  States,  because  it  was  unconditional  as  to 
them.  It  was  conditional  only  with  respect  to 
other  Powers.  Other  reasons  might  be  given  to 
show  that  the  arrangement  under  consideration  ia 
not  liable  to  the  objection  made  to  it,  but  I  pre- 
sume that  those  stated  will  be  satisfactory. 

The  difficulty  to  obtain  the  accommodation 
which  was  yielded  in  the  twelfth  article  was  ex- 
treme.  We  labored  most  earnestly  to  extend  it 
to  other  Powers  without  their  consenting  to  re- 
ciprocate it  in  favor  of  Great  Britain,  but  that 
could  not  be  accomplished.  The  British  Com- 
missioners urged  that  as  Great  Britain  predomi- 
nated at  sea,  and  must  lose  by  the  concession  in 
any  form,  it  would  be  unjust  for  her  to  make  the 
concession  in  their  favor,  unless  they  would  allow 
her  the  advantage  of  it.   Finding  that  it  was  im- 

fossiUe  to  extend  the  additional  limit  to  other 
owers  on  other  terms,  we  thought  it  advisable 
to  adopt  the  arrangement  in  respect  to  them  con- 
ditionally, putting  it  in  their  power  to  accept  or 
reject  it  as  they  thought  fit.  We  flattered  our- 
selves that  as  they  could  not  lose  by  it,  they  would 
not  refuse  their  assent  to  an  arrangement  by  which 
they  might  gain,  expecially  as  it  would  prove  ad- 
vantageous to  a  friendly  Power.  We  deemed  it 
highly  iraporiaut  to  establish  the  addition^  limit 
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ID  favor  of  the  United  State3,from  thcadraotage 
It  might  afford  to  their  commerce  withla  it,  and 
from  the  effect  which  the  measure  seemed  likely 
to  produce  on  the  future  conduct  of  the  British 
squadrons  on  our  co&f^t,  by  whom  it  coutd  not  fail 
to  be  considered  as  a  severe  censure  on  the  past. 

It  is  readily  admitted  that  more  suitable  terms 
might  have  been  adopted  to  accomplish  the  object 
in  Tiew.  But  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  as 
the  right  of  Jurisdiction  imposes  of  necessity  the 
obligation  of  protection,  without  a  special  excep- 
tion to  it,  there  was  some  difficulty  in  making  an 
arraogement  which  should  secure  to  the  United 
States  the  advaDtage  which  they  desired,  and  at 
the  same  time  exempt  them  from  the  duty  inci- 
deDt  to  it. 

To  your  sixth  objection  little  need  be  added  to 
what  is  Slated  on  the  subject  of  it  in  our  letter 
of  January  3. 1807.  As  the  paper  of  the  British 
Commissioners  to  which  it  relates  had  no  sanction 
whatever  from  us,  as  was  fully  shown  by  that  let- 
ter, the  objection  cannot  be  said  to  apply  to  any 
pan  of  our  conduct.  The  paper  was  produced  by 
the  decree  of  the  Emperor  of  France,  of  the  3lsi 
November,  1806,  and  was  intended  by  the  British 
Commissioners  to  operate  as  a  reservation  of  right 
in  their  Government  not  to  ratify  the  treaty,  or 
not  to  be  precluded,  under  certain  circumstances, 
io  case  it  did  not  ratify  it,  from  adopting  such 
measures  as  it  might  find  necessary  to  counteract 
the  restrictions  imposed  hy  that  decree.  The  ex- 
ercise of  the  right  reserved  was  made  dependent 
on  the  abandonment  of  the  principle  of  that  decree 
by  the  French  Government,  or  an  assurance  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  or  such  con- 
duct as  would  be  equivalent,  that  the  pretension 
would  not  be  submitted  to  by  it.  We  apprized 
the  British  Commissioners  that  our  Government 
would  eater  into  ooeogagement  whateverof  what 
it  would  do  io  any  case  with  another  Power.  Had 
the  treaty  been  ratified  even  without  any  notice 
being  taken  of  that  paper,  it  could  not  have  im- 
posed the  slightest  obligation  on  the  United  Slates, 
either  to  perform  any  act  on  their  partner  lo  sub- 
mit to  any  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  I  had 
supposed,  however,  in  the  ease  of  ratification,  that 
we  should  have  been  instructed  to  present  to  the 
British  Oorernment,  with  the  instrument  of  rati- 
fication, a  counter-decIaratioQ  to  that  effect.  The 
whole  subject  was  before  our  Government,  with 
our  strong  and  decided  objection  to  the  paper. 
AH  that  we  could  do  was  to  transmit  it  to  you, 
with  a  correct  statement  of  what  had  occurred  in 
the  negotiation  respecting  it.  which  we  did.  To 
the  Government  it  belonged  to  take  the  step  which 
the  occasion  required,  not  to  us. 

Having  noticed  the  objections  which  are  spe- 
cially stated  in  your  letter  of  May  20, 1807,  and 
given  our  view  of  the  several  parts  of  the  treaty 
to  which  they  relate,  I  shall  proceed  to  make  ex- 
planatory remarks  oo  the  other  articles,  in  order 
to  do  justice  to  the  conduct  of  the  American  Com- 
missioners  in  regard  to  iiiem. 

Art.  5.  Too  admit  that  this  article  is  an  essen- 
tial Improvement  of  that  on  the  same  subject  in 
the  Treaty  of  1794.  It  certainly  improves  it  in  two 


important  interests:  1st,  in  that  of  the  navi^tioa 
of  (he  United  States;  and  2d,  in  that  of  duireson 
American  productions  carried  into  the  British 
market.  The  tonnage  on  American  ships  in  Bri- 
tish ports  had  been  raised  to  sterling  per  ion, 

while  that  on  British  ships  in  the  ports  of  the  ; 
United  Slates  was  only  fifty  centsor  two  sbilliogs 
and  three-pence  per  too ;  and  the  duty  onm 
bulky  productions  of  the  United  States  id  Amtri- 
can  bottoms  had  been  raised  to  such  a  height  nn- 
derthe  countervail  log  regulations  which  thetrestf 
allowed,  as  to  secure,  in  time  of  peace,  the  eatite 
carriage  of  thooe  productions  to  British  vessel^  if  | 
indeed  it  did  not  materially  affect  the  price  of  the  , 
articles  themselves.  What  made  it  more  nnfoits-  | 
tunate  was,  that  the  United  States  could  notadopt 
any  measure  to  remedy  those  evils  without  con* 
mittinga  direct  and  palpable  violation  of  the  treitf. 
as  they  were  bound  by  it  not  to  raise  the  existing 
duties  higher  than  they  were  at  the  time  tbeim- 
ly  was  concluded.   Tnose  evils  wouM,  howem, 
have  been  completely  done  away  by  tbisartielt. 
By  it  the  United  States  would  have  had  a  right 
to  raise  the  duty  on  British  vessels  to  any  height 
to  which  the  British  Government  might  raiKit 
on  theirs — a  check  which  could  not  fail  to  pnn 
adequate  to  the  object ;  while  they  bad  also  a  right 
to  give  what  preference  they  thought  fit  to  theit 
own  vessels,  which  might  be  done  dy  reducing  the 
dutyon  them  below  the  tonnagewhieh  wasimpoi- 
ed  on  iho»e  of  Great  Britain.   This  arraogemeBt 
secured  to  the  United  States  an  advantage  which 
Great  Britain  could  not  countervail,  as  the  necei- 
sity  she  is  under  to  avail  herself  of  every  resource 
which  she  can  command  to  raise  revenue  for  in- 
dispensable purposes  renders  it  impossible  for  bet  | 
to  make  a  like  discrimination  in  favor  of  her  ovo  | 
vessels.    The  inhibition  of  all  discriminating  ds-  ' 
ties  on  the  production  of  theoneand  maDUfactures 
of  the  other  party,  whether  they  be  carried  ia 
American  or  British  bottoms,  was  a  atipolinoi 
which  it  was  presumed  would  also  prove  highlf 
advantageous  to  the  United  States.    The  penil- 
cious  tendency  of  that  principle  was  well  knon 
to  you,  and  we  were  happy  to  be  able  tosoppresstt. 

The  objections  which  you  n^  to  other  pitti 
of  the  article  apply  to  clauses  in  the  Treaty  of 
1791,  which  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  cfaattp* 
I  have,  however,  to  observe  that  there  is  nothiif 
in  it  to  prevent  the  passage  of  a  navigation  ad- 
provided  it  be  adopted  as  a  measnre  of  geaeitl 
policy.  Most  of  the  nations  of  Earope,  espeeiillf 
France,  would  be  happy,  in  a  general  view,  to  !*t 
the  United  States  resort  to  that  expedient  to  conn- 
teract  the  restrictive  system  of'  England ;  and  u 
it  is  one  which  could  not  essentially  afiect  them, 
they  could  find  no  motive  of  that  kind  to  inspire 
a  wish  to  oppose  it ;  nor  could  the  United  States,  , 
as  I  supposed,  find  one  to  exempt  them  from  it.  i 

We  regretted  that  we  could  not  obtain  a  stipo-  | 
lation  which  should  compel  Great  Britain  lo  r^  ! 
peal  the  laws  which  impose  so  high  a  duty  on  het 
manufactures  when  exported  to  the  United  Sittei. 
Our  letter  showed  that  we  did  everything  in  ou 
power  to  obtain  such  a  stipulation.  I  was,  bow- 
ever,  persuaded  that  the  want  of  it  would  aol 
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expose  Dx  to  all  the  eTils  which  vou  seem  to  ap- 
prehend from  it.  admitting  that  the  British  con- 
slroctioD  of  that  clause  in  the  former  treaty  was 
one,  and  that  nothing  is  contained  in  the  twenty- 
third  article  of  the  present  one  to  discountenance 
it.  It  is  certain  that  no  Qovernmenl  will  erer  tax 
exports  higher  than  indispensable  necessity  com- 
pels it;  b«aase  such  a  tax  always  lends  in  all 
eases  to  eheok  industry,  aod  to  destroy  the  most 
produelire  source  of  oatioDat  prosperity.  The 
'  iDhibitioD  imposed  by  the  Coostitutiou  of  the  Uni- 
'■  ted  Sutes  on  the  Congress  to  tax  in  the  slighte:jt 
'  degree  their  exports,  affords  a  strong  argument, 
'  drawn  from  the  aeboowledged  wisdom  of  its 
'  framers,  against  the  policy  of  such  a  tax  io  the 
abstract;  and  I  am  persaaded  that  the  reasons 
'  against  it  are  as  strong  with  Great  Britain,  if  not 
'  stronger,  than  with  any  other  nation.  Without 
takiug  a  more  comprehensive  view  of  the  subject, 
-  it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  a  tax  on  Bntish 
exports  must  operate  as  a  bounty  In  favor  of 
American  manufactures,  which  are  already  in 
an  advanced  state  in  certain  parts  of  the  Union. 
Qreat  Britain  must  be  sensible  of  this  fact;  and, 
aware  of  the  encouragement  which  the  present 
export  duty  gives  them,  and  of  the  eooseqaenees 
attending  it,  1  should  presume  that  there  was  not 
maeh  cause  to  apprehend  that  she  would  tax  the 
'  export  of  her  manufactures  to  the  United  States 
to  prevent  their  being  sent  thence  to  other  coud- 
'  tries.   The  sole  effect  of  such  a  tax  would  be  to 
secure  to  her  own  vessels  the  carriage  of  the  arti- 
c  les,  if  indeed  that  were  attainable.  In  both  cases, 
the  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  would  be  the 
sabject  of  the  commerce.  The  supply  of  the  great, 
the  productive,  and  increasing  markets  of  the 
United  States  must  be  a  primary  object  of  British 
policy,  and  Great  Britain  would  doubtless  be  cau- 
tious not  to  hazard  it  forone  comparatively  of  much 
Less  importance. 

Art.  6.  As  this  was  approved,  I  shall  only  oh- 
serre  that  I  considered  the  reservation  contained 
in  it  important, as  it  enabled  the  United  Stales  to 
counteract  the  British  policr  in  respect  to  the 
trade  with  the  West  Indies,  which  is  the  object 
of  it,  by  means  the  most  efficacious,  whenever 
ihey  should  be  resorted  to.  The  trade  of  Great 
Britain  with  the  United  States  is  carried  on  prin- 
etpally  by  circuitous  voyages,  in  which  her  ves- 
sels pass  from  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  to 
the  West  Indies.  By  suspending  the  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  her  West  Indies 
in  British  vessels,  the  chain  would  be  broken,  and 
the  whole  eommerce  in  such  vesseh  be  in  a  great 
measure  suspended.  The  provision  in  the  article 
obviously  looks  to  such  an  object,  and  the  time  of 
carrying  it  into  effect,  unless  the  trade  should  be 
placed  00  satisfactory  ground,  woold  have  depend- 
ed alttwether  on  the  Uaited  States. 

Having  already  noticed  the  sobjeets  which  are 
embraced  by  the  following  articles,  I  shall  add 
bat  little  more  on  any  of  them  to.wnat  is  said  in 
oar  joint  letter  of  January  3. 1807.  The  seventh 
was  taken  literally  from  the  Treaty  of  1794.  The 
eighth  and  ninth  amended,  as  you  allow,  the  ai>* 
ti^ea  Id  that  treatjr  on  the  aama  snfajaet.  The 
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tenth,  relative  to  blockade,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  British  paper  of  December  31,  1806. 
placed,  as  I  presumed,  that  interest  on  grouna 
which  would  be  satisfactory.  The  preamble  can- 
not affect  it  unfavorably,  as  it  does  not  alter  the  . 
acknowledged  law.  The  only  effect  which  it 
could  have  would  be  to  admonish  the  courts  to  be 
cautioiH  in  admitting  evidence  of  nociee,  on  ac- 
count of  the  distance  of  the  United  States  frina 
the  blockaded  ports.  It  was  supposed  to  give  the 
United  States  a  claim  to  a  more  favorable  rule,  in 
respect  to  evidence,  than  was  allowed  to  Power* 
more  contiguous  to  the  theatre  of  aetioa.  Tha 
doctrine  contained  io  Mr.Merry's  note  to  yon  was 
not  contested  by  the  British  Commissioners.  Is 
is,  on  the  contrary,  maintained  in  their  note  to 
us  of  December  31, 1806,  in  which  it  is  asserted 
to  be  notorious  **that  the  King  did  not  declare  any 
ports  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade  without  allotting 
to  that  object  a  force  sufficient  to  make  the  entrance 
into  them  manifestly  dangerous."  I  quote  the 
passage  in  their  note,  to  observe  that  the  doctrine 
is  not  made  conditional  on  any  other  pare  of  it,  but 
is  laid  down  as  the  established  law.  It  justifies 
the  additioaal  remark,  that  the  preamble  was  not 
intended,  and  cannot  be  construed  to  alter  the  law. 
IrfoUowa  thai  it  cannot  pvodnce  any  other  effect 
than  that  which  is  above  imputed  to  it. 

The  thirteenth  article  relates  to  the  search  of 
merchant  vessels,  and  differs  from  the  nineteenth 
of  the  Treaty  of  1794  in  the  introdnotory  sentence,, 
which  enjoins  it  on  the  commanders  of  ships  of 
war  and  privateers  lo  observe,  in  the  course  of  the 
war  which  may  then  exist,  as  much  as  possible, 
the  acknowledged  rules  and  principles  of  the  law 
of  nations,  and  also  in  the  penal  sum  (which  it 
increases)  to  be  given  by  the  commanders  of  priva- 
teers before  they  receive  their  commissions,  as  a 
security  for  their  ^od  conduct  under  them.  It 
was  supposed  that  in  this,  as  in  the  preceding  case, 
the  law  remained  untouclw4  that  the  stipii- 
lalioo  produced  no  other  emct  than  to  enjoin  it 
on  the  Governments  respectively,  to  be  partiou- 
larly  attentive  to  the  eonouet  of  its  officeni  in  the 
respect  alluded  to. 

The  thirteenth  article  and  the  P«pcr  of  iheBri- 
tisb  Commissioners  of  the  31st  December,  1806, 
obviously  look  to  the  Russian  convention  as  the 
fcundard  of  the  acknowledged  law  respecting  the 
search  of  merchant  vessels  and  blockade.  That 
instrument  was  held  constantly  in  view  on  both 
sides,  in  every  discussion  on  those  subjects,  and 
indeed  on  every  other  to  which  it  extends,  audits 
doctrine  admitted,  especially  in  those,  to  be  the 
established  law.  We  were  extremely  desirous, 
and  used  our  best  exeriions,  to  introduce  articles 
to  the  same  effect  into  our  treaty,  but  it  was  utterly 
impossible  to  accomplish  it.  It  must,  however, 
be  allowed,  that  if  engagements  of  the  kind  allud- 
ed to,  especially  in  reghcd  to  blockade,  for  wliieh 
there  was  a  sjwcial  docnmeni,  would  not  be  ob- 
served, that  it  would  be  useless  to  stipnlate  them 
by  treaty. 

On  the  subject  of  the  eerenlemti^  article  I 
have  already  made  some  remarks  under  another 
head.  I  eannot  think  that  a  aiipnlatioii  lo  leceive 
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tbe  shipsof  varof  each  party  hospitably  into  the 
ports  or  tbe  oiber,  restraina  them  from  limiting 
the  number  of  ships  to  be  admitted  at  one  time,  or 
from  desigaatiDg  tbe  porta  to  which  they  ahatl  be 
,  admitted.  A  stipulation  to  admit  them  settles 
onlyj  as  I  presume,  the  principle  that  they  shall  be 
admitted,  and  leaves  open  to  arrangement  the  other 
pomls  connected  with  it.  This  ofMnion  in  sup- 
ported by  a  passage  in  the  article  itself,  as  to  the 
porlB^  which  seenrcs  to  .vessels  which  might  be 
driven  by  streai  of  weather,  dbc.,  into  {wrts  not 
open  to  them  in  ordinary  casesj  an  hospitable  re- 
oeption  in  such  ports.  Had  the  ri^^t  to  designate 
the  ports  been  given  op  by  the  gea«rat  stipulation, 
«4here  would  have  been  do  neeessity  for  that  con- 
tained in  this  passage.  The  remark  is  equally 
applieable  to  the  other  ease,  thfU  of  the  number  to 
be  admitted  at  one  time,  as  that  must  be  an  aflair 
of  special  and  strict  regulation;  an  exception 
which  admitted  none,  by  securing  rights  to  them 
in  ease  tbey  entered,  would  nAoeasanly  defeat  the 
limitation  itself. 

The  stipulation  which  relates  to  the  good  treat- 
ment of  the  officers  of  each  panjr  in  the  ports  of 
the  other,  beiof  reciprocal,  contains  no  reflection 
CD  one  which  is  not  applieable  to  tbe  other,  and 
I  will  rentore  toaffirm  tnal  it  is  equally  neceasary 
in  regard  Gksat  Britain  as  to  the  United  Stotes. 
It  is  well  known,  in  respect  to  the  latter,  that  the 
passions  which  were  excited  by  the  Revolution  did 
not  long  survive  tbe  struggle ;  that  the  sword  was 
no  sooner  sheathed  than  tae  calamities  of  tbe  war, 
were  forgotten.  The  injured  are  always  the6rst 
to  forgive.  It  is,  however,  just  to  remark,  that 
time  nas  esBentiatly  efiaced  from  the  people  of 
both  nations  the  hostile  impression  wnich  that 
arduous  conflict  produced.  The  twenty-third  ar- 
ticle was  thought  to  contain  a  useful  stipulation, 
by  securing  to  the  United  Slates  the  advantages 
in  navigation  and  commerce  which  Great  Britain 
mig^bt  afterwards  grant  to  any  other  natioO)  and 
aubjeot,  of  couraej  to  thecoaditioos  incident  to  it. 
It  amoonu  to  this,  that  if  Great  Britain  should 
concede  any  accommodation  to  auother  Power  in 
commerce  with  her  East  or  West  India  eokmies, 
or  any  other  part  of  her  dominions,  gratuitoody, 
the  United  States  would  be  entitled  to  it  on  the 
same  terms;  but  if  she  made  such  accommoda- 
tion in  consideration  of  certain  equivalents  to  be 
given  her  in  return,  that  the  United  States  would 
not  be  entitled  to  those  advantages  without  pay- 
ing equivalents.  The  docrrioe  is  the  same  in  its 
application  to  tbe  United  Stales.   If  they  should 

Sant  any  privileges  in  trade  to  France  or  Spain 
r  admission  into  their  West  India  colonies, 
Qreat  Britain  would  be  entitled  to  the  same,  pror 
Tided  she  admitted  tbe  United  States  into  her 
islands  also,  and  not  otherwise.  I  could  not  per- 
ceive, therefore,  how  it  was  possible  that  tbe 
United  States  should  be  injured  by  the  stipulation 
ooDtaioed  in  this  article  while  it  was  prolwble 
that  they  might  derive  some  advantage  from  it. 
It  could  not  restrain  them  from  passing  a  naviga- 
tion act  to, place  them  on  an  equal  footing  with 
Oreat  Britam,  espeeially  if  it  waa  made  general, 
or  ap^ied  oaly  to  her  and  the  Mher  natiooi  hav- 


ing such  acts.  The  ri^^t  to  pass  such  an  act  vu 
not  taken  away  by  any  other  stipulation  in  the 
treaty,  and  there  was  nothing  in  tbis%rticle  that 
had  such  a  tendency.  The  terms,  "shall  conttmie 
to  be  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nitioDi,'' 
dbc,  refer  to  the  principles  established  by  the  pre- 
ceding articles,  and  not  to  the  existing  lam  « 
regulations  of  either  party.  If  the  latter  was  the 
case,  it  would  follow  that  tbe  tonnage  duties,  the 
diacrimiDatiog  duties,  Ac,  woiUd  remain  as  ibef 
were.  The  preceding  articles  were  intended,  is 
the  points  to  which  they  extended,  to  eslabti^a 
standard  of  ejquality  between  the  parties,  to  which 
the  regulations  of  each,  whether  they  eieeeded 
or  fell  short  of  it,  should  be  brought.  It  could  not 
be  doubted  that  the  British  export  duty  waa  of  the 
first  description ;  that  it  violated  the  principle  d 
the  most  favored  nation.  The  British  Commit- 
sionere  admitted  the  fact,  and  did  not  preiend  tojsi- 
tify  it  on  that  ground.  They  urged  in  its  (am, 
only,  that  the  same  duty  was  imposed  on  ezpoitt 
to  their  own  colonies  in  America;  and  thatifaor 
change  was  made  in  it,  to  satisfy  the  claim  of  tu 
United  States,  on  the  principle  of  the  right  of  the 
most  favored  natioo,  it  would  be  to  raise  it  m  the 
goods  exported  to  other  countries,  not  to  redone  it 
on  those  sent  to  tbe  United  States.  Tbe  priaei- 
ple,  however,  established  by  this  article,  beiogaiK 
plieaUe  to  that  duty,  it  was  to  be  presumed  tut 
It  might  &irly  be  relied  on  to  obtain  a  modifiesp 
tioD  of  it.  either  by  reducing  the  duty  on  eipom 
to  the  United  States,  or  raising  it  on  those  to 
other  nations.  There  is  nothing  in  this  article  to 
restrain  the  United  States  from  adoptingmeaum 
to  counteract  the  British  policy  with  respect  to 
the  West  Indies.  If  that  object  had  not  bees 
secured  by  a  special  article,  from  a  possibility  of 
bmog  affected  oy  the  others,  the  principle  esub- 
lished  by  the  present  one  could  not  have  affeeted 
it  otherwise  than  beneficialljr. 

Having  replied  to  your  objections  to  the  serenl 
articles  of  the  treaty  and  the  papers  connected 
with  it,  and  given  our  view  of  them,  1  shall  pn- 
ceed  to  make  some  lemarki  on  the  whole  sDheci, 
to  do  justieetotbeeonduet  of  the  American  Con- 
missionera  in  that  transaction. 

In  eviry  case  which  involved  a  question  of 
neutral  rightxn-  even  of  commercial  accommoda- 
tion, Qrent  Britain  was  resolved  to  yield  no  groaad 
which  she  could  avoid,  and  was  evideDtly  p^^ 
mred  to  hanrd  war  rather  than  yield  nacb- 
There  seemed  to  be  no  mode  of  compelling  her 
to  yield  than  that  of  embarking  in  the  war  with 
the  oppoMte  belligerent,  on  which  great  qnesiioB 
it  belonged  to  tbe  National  Councils  to  decide. 
We  bad  pressed  the  claims  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  negotiation,  to  the  utmost  limit  that  ^ 
could  go,  without  provoking  that  issue.  It  » 
most  certain  that  better  terms  could  not  have  bca 
obtained,  at  tbe  time  we  signed  the  treaty,  than  it 
eontaiiM. 

The  atate  of  tbe  war  ia  Europe,  suggested,  lute' 
wise,  the  propriety  of  caution  on  our  part.  Ru* 
sia  waa  then  on  the  side  of  Englaod,  and  lii«r 
to  ecmtinva  so ;  and  Austria,  laowo  to  be  u  u* 
aame  inteceat,  was  holdisg  u  equivooal  atuuH^ 
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ud  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  favorable 
ereoi  that  might  occnr.  Prussia,  letehr  powerful, 
bad  been  defeated,  but  was  not  abaolutely  subdued ; 
her  King,  tbe  ally  and  friend  of  Alexuider,  kept 
the  field  with  him,  and  made  head  against  France. 
The  Boperax  of  France,  far  removed  from  his 
dominions,  was  making  the  bold  and  dangerous 
eiperiment  of  the  effect  which  his  absence  might 
pfodoci  in  the  intarior,  and  in  a  situation  to  be 
compelled  to  risk  evcrjr  thing,  if  pressed  by  bia 
adversary,  on  the^preearions  iiMu  of  a  single  bat- 
tle. These  were  strong  reasons  why  we  should 
Dol  throw  onrselves  too  deeiaively  into  that  scale. 

Tbe  situation  of  the  United  States,  always  a 
rupeettble  one,  was  then  less  imposiog  thau  it 
uiutlly  was.  It  was  kaown  that  they  were  not 
on  good  tenns  with  Spain,  uid  that  France  was 
the  aJlf  of  Spain.  Their  interior,  too,  was  dis- 
turbed by  a  conspiracy  of  donbtfol  extent  and  dan- 
gerous lendeney,  the  conseqnenees  of  which  were 
sore  to  be  greatly  magnifiM  by  all  who  wer«  un- 
friendly to  onr  happy  system  of  Gorerament. 
Tboae  eireamatanees  conld  not  ftil  to  be  taken 
into  view  by  anv  the  most  friendly  administratioa 
is  Enj^and,  wnen  pressed  to  make  concessions 
which  it  was  nnwiiling  to  make.  Add  to  these 
considerations  tht  important  one,  that  the  British 
Ministry  had  becomemachimpaired  in  its  strength, 
especially  in  what  concerned  the  United  States, 
by  the  death  of  a  very  eminent  and  distinguished 
statesman,  and  bad  not  the  power,  or  thought  that 
it  had  not,  to  pursue  a  liberal  policy  towards  the 
United  States,  and  that  its  power  was  evidently 
daiJy  diminishing. 

These  considerations  indoeed  us  to  sign  the 
treaty,  and  submit  it  to  tbe  wisdom  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, after  olMaining  tbe  best  eonditions  that 
it  was  possible  to  obtain.  We  were  aware  that, 
in  mvenl  pointy  it  fell  short  of  the  jnst  claims 
of  oar  eonntry.  Bat  we  were  pernuded  that 
nieh  an  arratwemefit  was  made  of  the  irhole 
sabject  as  jostiSed  as  in  the  part  which  we  took. 
In  the  rejection  or  adoption  of  the  treaty  I  Mt 
nopenonal  intnest.  Havingdischarged  my  duty 
vitn  integrity  and  xeal,  I  neither  wished  apptame 
nor  dreaded  censure.  Having  the  htghett  confi- 
dence in  the  wisdom,  the  reotitode,  and  patriotism 
of  tbe  Administration.  I  was  satisfied  that  it  wonld 
porsoe  the  course  which  an  enlightened  view  of 
the  poblic  interest  and  a  just  sensibiiity  to  the  na- 
tional honor  might  dictate. 

Our  letter  of  January  3  was  written  in  baste, 
and  was  deficient  in  many  of  the  explanations 
which  would  othnrwise  have  been  given  of  tbe 
treaty.  1  was  happy,  wiien  at  Washington,  to 
find  that  you  were  mrfeetlj  willing  to  receive 
any  ezplaoaticm  which  I  might  now  be  disposed 
to  ^ve  of  that  tmnsaotion,  and  to  allow  them  the 
ireigbt  which  they  might  deserve.  In  making 
this  communication,  I  have  indiilged  the  freedom 
which  belonged  to  It,  in  fall  confidence  that  it 
woald  be  approved. 

I  cannot  oonclade  this  letter  without  adding 
my  most  ardent  wish  that  the  Administration  may 
succeed  in  condaeting  our  afiairs  with  evety  Pow- 
er  to  the  ha^icat  reialt.  My  retimnent,  which 


had  been  long  deured,  and  delayed  only  b^  the 
ardaoas  and  very  important  dnties  in  which  I 
was  engaged,  had  become  necessary  as  a  relief  to 
my  mind,  after  much  fatigue,  and  to  the  interest 
of  my  family,  which  had  been  neglected  and 
greatly  injured  by  my  absence  in  the  public  ser- 
vice. It  IS  still  my  desire  to  cherish  retirement. 
Shonld  it,  however,  be  our  unfortunate  destiny, 
which  I  most  earnestly  hope  will  not  be  tbe  case, 
to  be  involved  in  foreign  war  or  domestic  trouble, 
and  should  ipy  services  be  deemed  useful,  1  will 
not  hesitate,  at  the  desire  of  tbe  Administration, 
to  repair  again  to  the  standard  of  my  country. 

JAMBS  MONROE. 


Madwon  to  Mr.  Monrm. 
Departmbnt  op  State, 

May  32, 1807. 
Sir:  In  my  letter  of  March  18th  to  the  joint 
commission,  it  was  signified  that,  in  a  conven- 
tional arrangement  on  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  views  of  the 
P^sident  to  open  any  part  of  Lonisiana  to  a  Bri- 
tish trade  with  the  Indians.  From  the  evident 
aolieitade  of  the  British  Government  on  this  point, 
it  is  highly  probable  that  the  determination  of  the 
President  irill  be  a  bar  to  any  adjustment  of  that 
part  of  the  differences  between  the  two  countries ; 
nor  is  it  very  probable,  considering  the  jealousy 
and  want  of  information  on  the  British  side,  that, 
independently  of  that  obstacle,  the  adjustment 
would,  at  this  time,  be  concluded.  That  you  may 
not,  however,  be  without  any  information  which 
might  contribute  to  its  accuracy,  or  pot  you  on 
your  guard  against  propositions  militating  against 
any  of  onr  just  pretensions,  I  transmit  herewith 
copies  of  a  communication  from  tbe  Governor  of 
New  York,  and  of  another  from  the  Governor  of 
YernioDt.  With  respect  to  the  last,  it  may  be 
sofficient  merely  to  save  the  right  of  correcting 
the  alleged  error  at  a  future  day.  With  respect 
to  the  subject  of  the  former,  it  may  be  proper 
either  to  leave  that  also  open  to  future  discussion, 
or  rather  to  provide  for  a  joint  ezamination  and 
report  relative  to  the  islands  and  channels  in  the 
St.  Lawrence,  The  most  obvious  and  con- 
venient demarcation  would  seem  to  be  the  chan- 
nel best  fitted  for  navigation.  But  asa  more  equal 
division  of  the  islands  might  possibly  be  made, 
without  losing  sight  of  a  sufficient  channel  for 
common  nse.  and  as  military  positions  may  be  in- 
volved in  the  case,  it  may  be  most  safe  and  satis- 
factory to  both  parties  to  proceed  on  more  thorough 
and  impartial  information  than  is  now  possessed 
by  either.  I  address  the»e  communications  to  our 
ordinary  Minister  at  London,  merely  because  the 
sabject  has  not  been  formally  transferred  to  tbe 
joint  Commissioners.  Tber  will,  of  coarse,  be 
for  the  use  of  the  latter,  if  this  branch  of  the  ne- 
gotiation should  remain  in  their  hands. 


Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Monroe. 
Dbpabthent  of  Statb,  JWy  6, 1807. 
Sir:  The  documents  herewith  enclosed,  from 
No.  1  to  No.  9,  inolasively,  explain  the  hostihi  at- 
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tack,  with  the  insuhing  pretext  for  it,  lately  com- 
mitted near  the  Capes  of  Virginia  by  the  British 
ihip  of  war  the  Leopard  on  the  Americao  frigate 
the  Chesapeake. 

No.  10  is  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  by 
the  Fresideoi,  interdicting,  in  consequence  of  that 
outrage,  the  use  of  our  waters,  and  every  other 
aeeommodatioQ,  to  all  British  armed  ships. 

This  enormity  is  not  a  subject  for  discussion. 
The  immuuity  of  a  national  ship  of  war  from 
every  species  and  purpose  of  search  on  the  high 
seas,  has  never  been  contested  by  any  nation. 
Ortai  Britain  would  be  second  to  none  id  resent- 
ing  such  a  riolatioa  of  her  rights  and  saeh  an  in- 
snlt  on  ber  flag.  She  may  l^ing  the  eaae  to  the 
teat  of  ber  own  fediag^  by  aapporiiog  tbat,  instead 
of  the  custonury  demand  of  our  mariners,  serv- 
ing compulsively  even  on  board  her  ships  of  war, 
opportoDilies  had  been  seized  for  reacaing  them, 
in  like  manner,  whenever  the  superiority  of  force, 
or  the  chance  of  a  surprise,  might  be  possessed  by 
our  ships  of  war. 

But  the  present  case  is  marked  by  circumstan- 
ces which  give  it  a  peculiar  die.  The  seamen 
taken  from  the  Chesapeake  had  been  ascertained 
to  be  native  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
this  fact  was  made  known  to  the  bearer  of  the 
demand,  and  doubtless  communicated  by  him  to 
his  commander  previous  to  the  commencemeat 
of  the  attack.  It  is  a  fact,  also,  affirmed  by  two 
of  the  men  with  every  appearaoee  of  truth,  that 
they  had  been  impressed  from  American  vessels 
into  the  British  frigate  from  which  tbey  escHied, 
and  by  the  third,  that  having  been  impressed  Irom 
a  British  mercbaoi  ship,  he  had  accepted  the  re- 
cruiting bounty  under  that  duress,  and  with  a 
view  to  alleviate  bis  situation  till  he  could  escape 
to  his  unn  country:  add,  that  the  attack  was 
made  during  a  period  of  negotiation^  and  in  the 
midst  of  frieadiy  assuraneas  from  the  British 
Government. 

The  printed  papers  herewith  sent  will  enable 
you  to  judge  of  the  spirit  which  has  been  roused 
by  the  occasion.  It  pervades  the  whole  commu- 
nity; isabolishing  the  distinctions  of party;  and, 
regarding  only  the  indignity  offered  to  the  sover- 
eignty and  flag  of  the  nauoo,  and  the  blood  of 
utizras  so  wantonly  and  wickedly  shed,  demands, 
in  the  loudnt  toncj  an  honorable  reparation. 

With  this  dnnaBd  f  ou  are  ehar^  by  the  Pres- 
ident. Thetenor  of  his  proclamation  will  be  your 
guide  in  reminding  the  British  Government  of 
the  uniform  proofs  given  by  the  United  States  of 
their  disposition  to  maintain  faithfully  every 
friendly  relation ;  of  the  multiplied  infractions  of 
their  rights  by  British  naval  commanders  on  our 
coasts  and  in  our  harbors ;  of  the  inefficacy  of  re- 
iterated appeals  to  the  justice  and  friendship  of 
that  Government;  and  of  the  moderation,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  which  reiterated  dis- 
appointments had  not  extinguished ;  till  at  length 
no  alternative  is  left,  but  a  voluntary  satisfaction 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or  a  resort  to  means 
depending  on  the  United  States  alooe. 

The  nature  and  extent  of  the  satisfaction  ought 
to  be  suggested  to  the  British  Goveroment,  not 


less  by  a  sense  of  its  own  honor  than  by  ju- 
tice  to  that  of  the  United  States.  A  formu  di^ 
avowal  of  the  deed,  and  restoration  of  ttw  fboi 
seamen  to  the  ship  from  which  thev  werelikBi, 
are  things  of  course. and  iadispensaue.  AitK- 
eurity  for  the  future,  an  entire  abolition  of  iBprev- 
ments  from  vessels  under  the  flag  of  theC&ited 
States,  if  not  already  arranged,  is  also  tom^an 
indispensable  part  of  the  satisfaction.  Tkttbo- 
litton  must  be  on  terms  compatible  with  tbe  ia- 
struclioos  to  yourself  and  Mr.  Pinkaey  ob  tb 
subject;  and,  if  possible,  without  tbe  tnilionid 
rejection  from  the  service  of  tbe  United  Suieiof 
British  seamen  who  bare  not  been  two  ycmia  it 
Should  iibeimpossibletoavoidthisctMCMMOoi 
the  part  of  the  tJnited  Btataa^  it  onghi, utt'taH 
more  than  a  reasoaable  price  far  ratoir  aeeotiif, 
to  extend  the  reparation  doe  for  the  part. 

But  beyond  these  iodispenaaUe  conditioei.lk 
United  States  have  a  right  to  expect  everywea- 
nity  of  form,  and  every  other  ingredients  ttni- 
botion  and  respect,  which^ according  to  ossgcuJ 
the  sentiments  of  mankind,  are  proper  io  tlit 
strongest  cases  of  insult  to  the  rights  and  sots- 
eigoty  of  a  nation.  And  the  Britub  OorenoW 
is  to  be  apprized  of  the  importance  of  ttw  fil 
compliance  with  this  expectaiion,  to  the  thDrao^ 
healing  of  the  wound  which  has  been  nude  u 
the  feelings  of  the  Americao  nation. 

Should  it  be  alleged  as  a  (ground  for  deeksi^ 
or  diminishing  the  satisfaction  io  thiseM,ihi! 
the  United  States  hare  themselves  ukei  it  If 
the  interdict  contained  in  the  proclamatioB,ik 
answer  will  beobvious.  The  interdietisawB- 
ure  not  of  reparation,  but  of  preeauttoa, 
would,  besides,  be  amply  justified  byoeeuncscc 
prior  to  the  extraordinary  outrage  in  qaesiioi. 

The  exclusion  of  all  armed  ships  wbtteni 
from  our  waters  is,  in  fact,  so  much  required 
tbe  vexations  aod  dangers  to  our  peace,  ei^xn- 
eoced  from  these  visits,  that  the  President  iw> 
it  a  special  part  of  the  charge  to  you  to  avotd  kf- 
ing  the  United  States  under  any  specie* 
airaiot  from  adopting  that  remedy.  Beiuottw* 
ed  10  all  belligerent  nations,  none  of  thria  cmh 
of  right  complain,  and  with  the  less  ressoa,!)!* 
policy  of  most  nations  has  limited  the  «'■'■'[ ; 
of  foreign  ships  of  war  into  tbeir  porUtoNct 
numbers  as  being  inferior  to  the  naval  ftne<  | 
tbe  counuy,  eoutd  be  readily  nude  to  ntpix^'^  j 
authority  and  laws. 

As  it  may  be  useful,  in  enforcing  the  jostiMB  ; 
the  present  demand,  to  bring  into  view  applMr 
cases,  especiiUly  where  Great  Britain  bssb«es* 
complaiaiog  parly,  I  refer  you  to  thegroond  i 
and  the  laogtiage  held  l»r  her  in  those  of  Ftu*  | 
Land's  Island  and  Nootka  Sound,  notwiibsu»>>( ; 
the  assertion  of  Spain,  io  both  cases,  that  tbe  ret : 
right  was  in  her,  and  the  posscbsory  only  in  Gt«<' 
Britain.   These  cases  will  be  found  in  thei^ 
nual  IVegisters  for  1771  and  1790,  end  io  ^ 
Parliamentarr  Debates  fur  those  years.  Is  ^ 
latter  you  will  find  also  two  cases  referred 
one  of  which  the  French  King  sent  an  Aa^" 
sador  Extraordinary  to  the  King  of  San>iBit,ii 
the  most  public  and  solemn  roaiuer,  vit^ 
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apology  for  an  iDfringeffleot  of  his  territorial 
rights  Id  the  pursuit  of  a  smuggler  and  murderer, 
lo  the  Giber  case,  an  Ambassador  Extraordinary 
VM  seat  by  the  Briush  GhiveromeDt  to  the  Court 
of  Portugal  with  aa  apology  for  the  pursuit  aud 
desirueiion,  by  Admiral  Boscawen,  of  certain 
French  ships  od  the  coasts  of  this  last  ktagdom. : 
Many  other  caseSf  more  or  less  aaalogoos,  may 
doukUss  be  fouDd,  (see  particularly  the  repara- 
U<n  by  Fruee  to  Great  Briiaia  for  the  attack  on 
Tnrk^  Island  in  1764,  as  related  in  the  AoDual 
Register  aud  in  SmoUett^icoDtioiiatioD  of  Hume, 
vol.  10 ;  the  proeeedioga  in  the  case  of  aD  EogUsh 
merebaniman  which  suffered  much  in  her  crew 
and  otherwise  from  the  fire  of  certaia  Spaaish 
zebeoJta  eraisiDg  in  the  Mediterraneap,  and  the 
ezwulioo  of  the  Ueutenani  of  a  privateer  for  firing 
a  gUD  iato  a  Venetian  mercbaDtmaD,  which  Icilled 
the  captain,  as  stated  in  the  Aonual  Register  for 
1764,  page  94.)  The  case  of  aa  affront  offered  to 
a  Russian  Ambassador  in  the  reign  of  Q,ueeD 
Aaae,  though  less  aDalo^^us,  shows,  iu  a  general 
view,  the  solemnity  with  which  reparation  is 
made  fur  insults  having  immediate  relation  to 
the  sovereignty  of  a  nation. 

Although  tbe  principle,  which  was  outraged  in 
theproceedingsagaiDst  theAmericao  frigate,  is  io- 
dcpendent  of  thequestioncooceroing  tbe  allegiance 
of  the  seamen  taken  from  her,  the  fact  that  they 
veie  eitisena  of  tbe  United  Sates,  and  not  Brit- 
ish subjects,  may  have  such  an  iofluenee  on  the 
icelings  of  all,  and  perhaps,  on  the  opinions  of 
nme  unacquainted  with  the  laws  and  usages  of 
Batioos,  chat  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  seek 
more  regular  proofs  of  their  Datiooal  character 
than  were  deemed  sufficient  in  the  first  instance. 
These  proofs  will  be  added  by  this  conveyance, 
if  obtained  in  time,  if  not,  by  the  first  that  suc- 
ceeds. 

The  Pmident  has  an  evident  right  to  expect 
from  the  British  GoTernment  not  ooly  an  ample 
reparation  to  the  United  States  iu  this  case,  but 
that  it  will  be  decided  without  difficulty  or  delar. 
Bhould  Ibis  expectation  fail,  and,  above  all,  should 
leparatioD  be  refused,  it  will  be  incumbent  on  you 
to  take  proper  measures  for  hastening  home^  ae- 
cordiDg  to  the  degree  of  urgency,  all  American 
voseb  renMioing  in  British  porta,  using  for  the 
purpose  the  mode  least  likely  to  awaken  the  at- 
tention of  tbe  British  Government.  Where  there 
loay  be  no  grodnd  to  distrust  the  prudence  or 
fidelity  of  Gousuls,  they  will  probably  be  found 
the  fittest  Tehiotes  for  your  intimations.  It  will 
be  pariicularly  requisite  to  eommuuicate  to  oar 
public  ships  in  the  Mediierraiiean  the  state  of  ap- 
pearances, if  it  be  such  as  ought  to  influence  their 
moTements. 

All  D^iiation  with  the  British  Government 
on  other  subjects  will,  of  course,  be  suspended  un- 
til satisfaction  on  tiiis  be  so  pledged  and  arranged 
»8  to  render  negotiation  honorable.  Whatever 
may  be  the  result  or  the  prospect,  you  will  please 
to  forward  to  us  the  earliest  iDformation. 

The  scope  of  the  proclamation  will  signify  to 
yoo  that  the  Prestdent  has  yielded  to  the  pre- 
•amivtion  that  the  hostile  act  of  the  British  com- 
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manderdid  not  pursue  the  inteotioos  of  his  Gov- 
ernment.  It  is  not  indeed  easy  to  suppose  that 
so  rash  and  so  critical  a  step  should  have  origi- 
nated with  the  admiral,  but  it  is  still  more  dim- 
cult  to  believe  that  such  orders  were  prescribed 
by  any  Qovernment,  under  circumstances  such 
as  existed  between  Great  Britain  aod  tbe  United 
States. 

Calculations  founded  on  dates  are  also  strongly 
opposed  to  the  supposition  that  the  orders  in 
question  coold  hare  been  tranamitted  from  Eng- 
laod.  In  the  aaiDe  scale  are  to  be  put  the  appa- 
rent and  declared  peranasioa  of  the  British  rep- 
resentative, Mr.  Erakine,  that  no  orders  of  a  hos- 
tile 8|Mrit  coold  hare  been  iasaed  or  authorized  by 
his  Government,  aod  the  coincidence  of  ibis  as- 
surance with  the  amicable  professions  of  Mr, 
Canning,  the  organ  of  the  new  Admin iatratioO| 
as  stated  in  the  despatch  of  April  22  from  yotu- 
self  and  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Proceeding  on  these  considerations,  tbe  Presi- 
dent has  inferred  that  the  Justice  and  honor  of 
the  British  Government  wilt  readily  make  the 
atonement  required;  and,  in  that  expectation,  he 
has  forborne  an  immediate  call  of  Congress,  not- 
withstanding the  strong  wish  which  has  beeo 
manifested  by  many  that  measures  depeoding  on 
their  authority  should  without  delay  be  adopted. 
The  motives  to  this  forbearance  have,  at  tbe 
same  time,  been  strengthened  by  the  policy  of 
avoiding  a  coarse  which  might  stimulate  the 
public  cruisers,  in  this  quarter,  to  arrest  our  ships 
and  seamen  now  arriving,  and  shortly  expected 
in  great  numbers  from  all  quarters.  It  is  proba- 
ble, however,  that  the  Legislature  will  be  con- 
rened  in  time  to  receive  the  answer  of  the  Brit- 
ish Government  on  the  subject  of  this  despatch, 
or  even  sooner,  if  the  conduct  of  the  British 
squadron  here,  or  other  occurrences,  should  re- 
quire immediate  measures  beyond  the  authortty 
of  the  Executive. 

In  order  to  give  the  more  expedition  aod  seenr- 
ity  to  the  present  despatch,  a  public  armed  tea- 
sel, the  Revenge,  is  specially  employed,  and  Dr. 
BulluB  is  made  the  bearer,  who  was  on  board  the 
Chesapeake,  on  his  way  to  a  Consotate  in  tbe 
Mediterranean,  and  wilt  be  able  to  detail  and  ex- 
plain circunutancea  which  may  possibly  become 
interesting  in  tbe  course  of  yoar  eommuaieatiou 
with  the  British  Chivernmeot. 

The  Tossel,  after  depositins  Dr.  Bullus  at  a 
British  port,  will  proceed  with  despatches  to  a 
Freoch  port,  but  will  return  to  Extend  with  a 
view  to  bring  the  result  of  your  transactions 
with  the  British  Government.  The  trip  to  France 
will  afford  you  and  Mr.  Pinkney  a  favorable  op- 
portunity for  communicating  with  our  Ministers 
at  Paris,  who.  being  instructed  to  regulate  their 
conduct  on  the  present  occasion  by  the  advices 
they  may  receive  from  you,  will  need  every  ex- 
planation that  can  throw  light  on  the  probable 
turn  and  issue  of  things  with  Greet  Britain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Jahbb  MoKHOB,  Eaq. 
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Mr.  MadiMm  to  Mr.  Mraroe  and  Mr.  jPinkney. 

Depabthekt  of  State, 

July  30, 1807. 

Gentlemen:  Your  letter  of  April  35th,  enclo- 
siog  the  British  project  of  a  cooveiirion  oflimits, 
and  your  proposed  amendments,  has  been  duly 
received.  The  following  observatioDS  explain 
tiie  terms  on  whieh  the  President  anthorizes  you 
to  close  aud  sign  the  iBttrament. 

1st.  The  modification  of  the  5th  article  (noted 
as  one  which  the  British  Coramissioners  would 
have  agreed  to)  may  be  admitted  io  case  that 
proposed  by  you  to  them  be  not  attainable.  But 
It  is  much  to  be  wished  and  pressed,  though  not 
made  an  ultimatum,  that  the  proviso  to  both 
should  be  omitted.  This  isio  no  view  whatever 
necessary,  and  can  have  little  other  efiect  than  as 
an  ofiensire  iotimatioD  to  Spain  that  our  claims 
extend  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  However  reasooa- 
Ue  such  claims  may  be  compared  with  those 
Others,  it  is  impolitic,  especially  at  the  present 
momeoi.  to  strengthen  Spanish  jealousies  of  the 
United  States,  wmch  is  probably  an  object  with 
Great  Britain  to  excite  by  the  clause  in  question. 

2d.  The  privile^s  of  British  trade  and  inter- 
coarse  with  the  Indians,  allowed  by  existing  stip- 
ulaliciu,  are  not  to  be  extended  to  Indians  dweU- 
iog  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  as  de- 
termiaed  hy  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

The  motives  for  excluding  foreign  traders  from 
the  territories  of  the  Uniteo  Stales  westward  of 
ibe  Mississippi,  have  been  heretofore  stated  to 
yuu.  These  motives  gain  strength  daily.  It  is 
manifest,  also,  that  the  proposition  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  fails  essentially  in  the  point  of 
real  and  fair  reciprocity ;  first,  as  it  excepts  the 
possessions  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  with- 
out any  equivalent  exception  on  our  side  of  the 
boundary ;  secondly,  as  the  use  of  the  privilege 
by  our  traders  on  the  British  side  of  the  boundary 
is  known  to  be  attended  with  danger  and  secret 
obstruetiwa,  to  which  British  traders  on  our  side 
of  the  bonndanr  are  in  no  degree  ex|w»d ;  3dly, 
as  all  chance  of  competition  with  British  traders 
on  the  British  side  would  be  completely  frustra- 
ted bv  the  disparity  of  duties  and  of  |»'ices,  under 
which  the  American  and  British  traders  would 
respeotirely  carry  ibeir  merchandise  to  the  In> 
diau  market  on  that  side.  The  British  Govem- 
meui  now  complains  of  the  disadvantage  resalt- 
ing  to  their  Indian  traders  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  h^ississippi,  from  an  excess  of  duty  amount- 
ing to  about  six  per  cent.  In  the  Indian  trade 
within  the  British  territory,  the  difference  against 
our  traders  is  equal  to  the  difierence  between  the 
duties  imposed  in  the  United  States  and  those 
imposed  in  Canada,  or  rather,  as  no  duties  are 
probably  imposed  in  Canada,  equal  to  the  full 
amount  imposed  in  the  United  States,  that  is,  to 
15  or  20  per  cent.  It  is  enough  to  be  under  this 
inequality,  as  it  relates  to  the  existing  stipulation. 
To  extend  it  as  proposed  is  more  than  can  be 
fairly  expected.  The  bargain  would  still  be  far 
worse  on  our  side,  if  the  British  proposals  con- 
template a  free  access  to  the  waters  westward  of 


the  Mississippi,  with  goods  free  of  doty  fortlw 
Indians  of  Louisiana. 

Having  already  transmitted  to  Mr.  Monroe 
sundry  documents  throwing  light  on  oar  tela* 
tioos  with  the  Indians  in  the  northwest  qoarter, 
I  add  a  few  others  not  a  little  curious  as  well  u 
not  uninteresting. 

3d.  Access  by  laikd  or  inland  uaT^ion  fnm 
the  British  territories^  through  the  territnryof 
the  United  Stote^  to  toe  rirer  Mississippi,  iiut 
to  be  allowed  to  the  British  sutrjects  with  thai 
goods  or  effects,  unless  nieh  articles  shall  birt 
paid  all  the  duties,  aad  be  within  all  the  enitoa* 
house  regulationi^  applicable  to  goods  and  efeeti 
ot  citizens  of  the  United  States.  An  wetm 
through  the  terrttorj  of  the  United  States  to  the 
wuters  running  into  the  western  side  of  the  Mti- 
sissippi,  is  under  no  modifieaticn  whatever  to  bt 
sitpulated  to  British  sobiects. 

There  can  be  no  good  reason  with  Oreat  Brit- 
ain for  wishing  an  access  to  the  Mississippi  for 
goods  free  of  duty,  because  the  river  can  nem 
be  a  highway  to  any  other  market  ihaa  the  eoo- 
sumption  of  our  citizens}  and  as  this  canootbt 
attained  without  a  previous  payment  of  iheaaal 
duties,  it  mast  be  tha  same  thiog  whether  tk 
duties  be  paid  on  aod  after  entering  theltmilsof 
the  United  States }  or  rather  the  only  difimaci 
would  be  in  the  greater  facility  of  evadieg  tin 
duties  in  the  latter  than  in  the  finrmereiwt 
facility  whieh  cannot  be  supposed  to  beanrsrsd 
by  Great  Britain,  or  adnuasiUe  by  the  usiied 
States. 

4th.  It  may  be  agreed  that  the  ad  vatoremdih 
ties  now  payable  on  goods  imported  into  tbe 
United  States  from  the  neighboring  territories  of 
Great  Britain  shall  be  regulated  according  to  tiie 
value  thereof,  estimated  in  the  same  manner ssjf 
directly  iaiported  from  beyond  sea,  and  that  If 
censes  to  Indian  traders,  and  passes  for  tkdr 
canoes  and  caritages,  shall  be  freely  graated;  btt 
that  the  British  traders  shall  in  all  reapecu  hi 
subject  to  the  restrictions  and  preeantioni  viA 
respect  to  the  articles  to  be  auK^ied  to  tkele- 
dians  as  are  impewd  on  ettixeus  of  theU^tA 
States  engaged  in  the  same  trade. 

I  have  only  to  exwcss  the  President's  appn)*^ 
tion  of  the  idea  of  keeping  open,  for  future  decU' 
ion,  our  right  to  the  isfand  of  Grand  Manan,  SM 
to  surest  as  a  desirable  addition  to  the  eighth  •^ 
ticle,  a  clause  providing  "  that  in  the  meaniiaw 
British  vessels  shall  not  be  restrained  from  ev* 
rying  plaster,  &c.,  to  any  ports  of  the  UoiM 
States."  It  appears  that  a  disposition  exists  t« 
compel  the  British  vessels  to  trade  to  the  nfiK 
distant  ports  of  the  United  States,  instead  of  le- 
ficrting  to  the  nearer  ones,  whence  the  p'*^ 
&c.  is  now  conveyed  by  vessels  oS  the  Xlniin 
States.  To  the  spirit  and  outrages  which  prs* 
vail  in  that  quarter,  I  refer  to  the  eommaoKt- 
tions  from  the  colleetor  of  Passamaqnoddy,  hen* 
with  enclosed.  Affidavits  of  the  facts  stated  by 
the  collector  have  also  been  transmitted  by  bun. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c» 

James  madison. 

Messrs.  Monaos  and  VtHMMur,  ABnittent  fc 
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Mr.  MonnM  to  Mr.  Hadiion. 

LonDON,  Avgutt  4, 1807. 
Sir  :  1  avail  myaelf  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  Mr.  Biddle  to  eommnnieate  to  you  a  copy  of 
a  correspondence,  and  the  substanee  of  a  confer- 
«ee  between  Mr.  Canning  and  myself,  relatire 
to  the  late  agflrression  on  tbe  peace  and  sover- 
eignty of  tbe  United  States  by  the  British  ship 
Leopard,  in  an  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  off  the 
Capes  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Canning's  private  letter  of  Jaly  which 
«vc  the  first  iaielligence  of  the  occnrreoce,  left 
II  donbtfnl  whether  the  British  officers  bad  been 
cnlpable  in  it ;  and  as  I  knew  how  very  repre- 
hensible their  eondoet  had  been  on  our  coast  on 
maoy  other  occasions,  and  to  what  height  the 
seosjoility  of  our  citizens  bad  been  excited  by  it, 
I  thought  it  not  improbable  that  something  might 
hare  occurred  to  divide  the  blame  between  the 
parties.    It  was  under  that  impression  that  my 
answer  was  written.  On  the  next  day,  the  leatl- 
ing  features  of  tbe  transaction  were  presented  to 
the  pnUic  through  the  mediom  of  the  gazettes, 
which  were  taken  from  private  accounts  receired 
directly  ft-om  Halifax,  by  a  vessel  which  had  been 
desfntched  by  Admiral  Berkeley  with  the  official 
one.  By  these  it  was  eTident  that  the  British 
officer  was  completely  the  aggressor  in  an  out- 
rage of  ereat  enormity,  atteaded  with  circum- 
ftkoces  which  increased  the  offence.   It  was  un- 
derstood, likewise,  from  good  aoihority,  that  the 
official  iaielligence  which  the  Qovernmeot  had 
received  corresponded  with  and  confirmed  the 
other  aceoants  already  before  the  ^ablic. 

On  full  consideration  of  these  circumstances.  I 
eoncladed  that  it  would  be  highly  improper  for 
me  to  leare  tbe  affair  on  the  ground  on  which 
Mr.  Caaoin^  bad  placed  it.  I  could  see  do  other 
motive  in  him  to  obtain  farther  information  rela- 
tive to  the  transaction  than  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  the  men  said  to  be  desert- 
ers, and  for  whom  the  attack  was  made,  were 
AmericaD  cf lizens  or  British  subjects ;  to  which 
it  was  impossible  for  me  to  giveany  countenance. 
I  thonght  it  Indispensable,  therefore,  to  call  on 
the  Qoveroment  to  dti«vow  the  principle,  and  to 
engage  such  other  reparation  to  the  United  States 
u  their  injared  honor  obviously  required.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  any  delay  in  taking  that  step, 
which  depended  on  an  abstract  principle,  and  re- 
qaired  no  argument  to  illustrate  or  facts  to  sup- 
port it,  would  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  a  claim 
which  was  unqoesiioaabte,  and  to  countenance 
the  idea  that  it  would  not  be  supported  with  suit- 
able energy. 

I  badj  before  the  knowledge  of  this  event,  ob- 
tained the  appointment  of  aik  interview  with  Mr. 
Caoninfr,  on  other  business,  to  take  place  on  tbe 
29th  ultimo.  We  met  according  to  the  appoint- 
ment. ■  I  observed,  in  opening  the  conference, 
that,  atthoagh  tbe  topics  which  had  brought  ns 
together  were  important,  the  late  occurrence,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Chesapeake,  bad,  in  a  great 
neasare,  pat  them  out  of  sight.  He  expressed  his 
•egtet  that  «uchaneveat,wmehwottldat  all  times 
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furnish  cause  of  concern,  should  have  happened 
at  lha  present  time.  He  asked  if  the  men  in 
question  were  American  citizens  or  British  sub- 
jects? I  replied  that  that  was  a  point  which 
could  not  come  into  view  in  the  case}  that  it 
was  one  which,  according  as  tbe  fact  might  b^ 
would  make  the  cauce  more  or  less  popular  in 
either  country,  but  oonld  not  affect  the  principle ; 
that,  on  principle,  a  ship  of  war  protected  all  the 
people  on  board,  and  could  not  be  entered  to  be 
searched  for  deserters,  or  for  any  purpose,  without 
violating  the  sovereignty  of  the  nation  whose 
Bag  she  bore;  that,  in  the  present  case,  I  had 
been  assured  that  ttie  men  were  American  citi- 
zens, and  that  the  British  Minister  at  Washing- 
ton had  been  made  acquainted  with  it.  He  said 
little  on  the  subject,  but,  by  the  tendency  of  what 
he  did  say,  seemed  to  imply  that  his  Government 
could  not  lose  sight  of  the  consideration  above 
alluded  xo;  nor  indeed  did  he  admit,  by  anything 
that  escaped  him,  that  the  abstract  principle 
itself  would  not  be  insisted  on.  His  remarks, 
however,  were  generally  of  a  conciliatory  and 
friendly  character.  Without  pledging  himMlf  on 
any  point,  be  seemed  desirotu  to  satisfy  me  that 
no  new  orders  had  been  issued  by  the  present 
Ministry  to  the  commandant  of  the  British  squad- 
ron  at  Halifax.  I  observed  that,  as  the  notes 
which  had  passed  between  us  were  informal,  and 
on  a  very  limited  view  of  the  subject  on  iny 
part,  it  would  be  proper  for  me,  now  that  the  cir- 
cumstances were  better  known,  to  present  him 
an  official  note  on  it.  He  admitted  tne  propriety 
of  it. 

I  then  drew  Mr.  Canning's  attention  to  thesob- 
jects  on  which  I  had  asked  the  interview,  being 
the  case  of  the  Impetueux.  Captain  Lore's  corres- 
pondence, tbe  conduct  of  Captain  Douglas,  and 
of  the  British  squadron,  generally,  on  our  coast. 
I  observed  that  I  bad  heretofore  postponed  any 
official  communication  on  these  pointi^  from  a 
de.sire  to  connect  them  with  tbe  greater  object 
depending  between  our  Governments,  and,  of 
course,  from  motives  tbe  most  friendly;  that  I 
brought  tbem  to  his  view  at  this  time  in  conse- 
quence of  Mr.  Pinkney  and  myself  having  com- 
menced tbe  other  business,  as  he  knew  had  been 
done.   He  promised  to  attend  to  them. 

On  the  29th  of  July  I  wrote  Mr.  Canning  the 
note  which  1  bad  promised  him  in  the  late  inter- 
view. I  addressed  it  in  terms  which  I  thought 
suitable  to  the  occasion,  observing  to  state  in  it 
that  I  took  tbe  step  from  a  sense  of  duty  applica- 
ble to  my  station,  as  the  resident  Minister,  and 
without  authority  from  ray  Government.  I  con- 
sidered the  act  as  that  of  the  British  officer,  in 
which  the  Government  had  no  agency,  was  not 
bound  to  support,  and  which  it  would  be  honora- 
ble for  it  to  disavow.  I  flattered  myself  that 
some  advantage  might  arise  from  the  roeasnre, 
and  that,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  it 
was  taken,  no  injury  possibly  could.  His  reply 
is  dated  on  tbe  3d  instant,  which,  tboagh  ad- 
dressed in  rather  a  hai^h  tone,  may  be  considered 
as  conceding  essentially  the  point  desired.  Itia 
my  intention  to  say  nothing  more  to  him  on  the 
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subject  till  I  hear  from  you,  aod  io  the  meaotime 
to  obserre  the  most  conciliatory  conduct  ^lat  cir- 
cumstances wilt  admit. 

Such  is  the  state  of  this  country  at  the  present 
crisis,  that  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  wliat  will  be 
its  course  of  conduct  towards  the  United  States. 
There  has  been,  at  all  times  since  the  eommence- 
ment  of  the  present  war,  a  strong  party  here  for 
extending  its  ravages  to  ihem.  This  party  is 
composed  of  the  ship  owners,  the  nary,  the  East 
and  West  India  merchants,  and  certain  political 
characters  of  great  consideration  in  the  State. 
So  powerful  is  this  combination,  that  it  is  most 
certain  that  nothing  can  be  obtained  of  the  Gov- 
ernment  on  any  point  but  what  may  be  extorted 
by  necessity.  The  disasters  to  the  north  ought 
to  inspire  moderation,  but,  with  respect  to  the 
northern  Powers,  it  seems  to  have  produced  di- 
rectly the  opposite  effect.  A  fleet  of  about  twen- 
^•fire  ships'of  the-line,  with  a  suitable  number  of 
mgates,  AC,  and  above  twenty  thousand  men, 
has  been  lately  equipped  and  sent  to  the  Baltic, 
as  it  is  said,  to  take  possession  of  the  Danish 
and  Russian  navies.  This  measure  is  imputed 
to  an  under^^tanding  which,  it  is  supposed,  has 
been  establisht-d  between  the  Cabinets  of  Rus- 
sia and  Paris  by  the  late  peace,  and  which  has 
for  its  object  a  concert  of  measures  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aitempiing  to  force  on  this  country  a 
maritime  code  more  favorable  to  neutral  nations. 
The  motive  assigned  for  the  expedition  is  that  of 
taking  possession  of  the  Danish  fleet,  to  keep  it 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  French.  That  the  Rus- 
sian fleet  is  one  of  the  objects  is  not  so  generally 
believed,  though  perhaps  not  less  probable. 

Mr.  Pinkney  and  myself  have  taken  the  first 
step  in  our  business;  we  will  write  you  In  a  few 
days  the  state  of  it.  You  may  be  assured  that 
we  shall  do  everything  in  our  power  to  promote, 
in  the  mode  most  likely  to  succeed,  the  object  of 
our  instructions  and  the  interests  of  oar  country. 
Want  of  time  prevents  mjr  going  itflo  farther 
detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion, sir*  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
JTahjes  Madibon,  Secretary  State. 

[Beftaned  to  in  Mr.  Honroe's  despatch  of  August  4.] 

lb.  CanoinK  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

FoBEiQN  Office, 
Saturday,  July  25, 1807. 

Mr.  Canning  presents  his  comjplimeDts  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  and,  with  sentiments  of  the  deepest  re- 
gret, hastens  to  inform  him  that  intelligence  has 
just  been  received  of  a  transaction  which  has 
taken  place,  off  the  coast  of  America,  between  a 
ship  of  war  of  His  Majesty  and  a  frigate  belong- 
ing to  the  United  Slates  ;  the  result  of  which  has 
been  the  loss  of  some  lives  on  board  the  American 
frigate. 

The  particulars  of  this  transaction,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  justification  of  the  British  officer, 
and  of  the  Admiral  under  whose  orders  be  acted, 


Mr.  Canning  is  not  at  present  enabled  to  eomaui- 
nicate  to  Mr.  Monroe.  j 

If  Mr.  Monroe  should  have  received  aoyte- 
counts  of  it,  Mr.  Canning  trusts  that  he  will  low  | 
no  time  io  communicating  them  to  Mr.CantiiBg. 

But  whatever  the  real  merits  aod  character 
the  transaction  may  turn  out  to  be,  Mr.  CaDDloi 
could  not  forbear  expressing  without  delay  the 
sincere  concern  and  sorrow  which  he  feels  at  iti 
unfortunate  result,  aod  assuring  the  Americas 
Minister,  both  from  himself  and  on  the  beWf  of 
His  Majesty's  Government,  that,  if  the  British 
officers  should  prove  to  bave  been  culpable,  the 
most  prompt  and  effectual  reimration  shall  be  af- 
forded to  the  Gtoveroment  oi  the  Uaited  Sutn. 

Jambs  Mohbob,  Esq.,  ioc. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Portland  Place. 
Monday  f  July  2rr,  1607. 

Mr.  Monroe  presents  bis  complipenu  toHt- 
Canning,  and  is  much  obliged  to  him  for  the  io- 
formation  communicated  in  his  note  of  Saturdif. 
Mr.  Monroe  has  heard  with  extreme  regret  tbc 
account  it  contains  of  a  rencounter  between  i  i 
British  ship  of  war  and  an  American  frigate,  off  j 
the  coast  of  the  United  States.   He  has  no  kaoT- 
ledge  of  the  subject,  except  what  Mr.  CanDiog|s 
note  has  furnished,  but  will  not  fail  to  commaoi- 
cate  the  earliest  intelligence  which  he  may  re 
ceive  of  an  event  so  deeply  to  be  lamented.  Mr- 
Monroe  derives,  in  the  meantime,  much  satisfae- 
tion  from  the  friendly  assurance  of  Mr.  Canniaf 
that  this  unfortunate  oocurrenee  was  not  aalk0^ 
ized  by  His  Majestjr's  QoTOnment,  and  ikit  j 
suitable  reparation  will  be  made  for  the  iajo^  : 
if,  on  inquiry,  the  Britisii  officer  shall  be  nva  I 
the  aggressor. 

The  Right  Hon.  Qbobqe  CAHKina,  &e. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Canning. 

Portland  Place,  July  29, 1807. 
Sib:  Although  I  have  no  instruction  from  my 
Government  on  the  subject,  it  is  my  duty  to  le- 
quest  the  attention  of  His  Britannic  Majesty^ 
Government  to  a  late  aggression  on  the  tow- 
eignty  of  the  United  Sutes  of  a  very  extiaotdi* 
nary  nature.   The  circumstances  of  the  traute* 
tioD  are  too  diatinetly  marked  to  leare  any  doobi 
of  the  extent  of  the  outrage,  or  of  the  rqAratina 
which  it  obvtonslv  claims.  By  aeoounts,  whiek 
are  entitled  to  full  confidence,  it  appears  thst,M 
the  23d  of  June  last.  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Leo-  , 
pard  attacked  an  American  frigate  off  tbe  eoaii 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  assert  tad 
enforce  tbe  unfounded  aod  most  unjustifiable  fn- 
tension  to  search  for  deserters;  and,  after  having  , 
killed  and  wounded  a  number  of  her  men,ea-  j 
tered  on  board  and  carried  away  forcibly  severw  i 
of  tbe  crew.   The  conduct  of  the  British  officii 
which  in  itself  forms  an  act  of  complete  hostility, 
is  rendered  more  reprehensible  from  tbe  coosi^ 
eratioQ  that,  just  before  this  aggression,  be  hdd  a 
station  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
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States,  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  where, 
whiJe  be  enjoyed  the  rijihis  of  hospitality,  he  pro- 

1'scted  this  attack  against  the  ship  of  a  neutral 
'ower,  whose  eommaDder,  relying  oa  the  good 
faith  of  His  Majesty's  Qoveiameat  and  the 
friendly  relatiooa  subsisting  between  Great  Brit- 
ain and  the  Uoited  States,  could  not  hare  sus- 
yei^ed  the  design.  I  might  stale  other  eiamples 
«f  gmt  indigoity  and  outiage,  man)r  of  which 
are  of  recent  date,  to  which  the  United  States 
hare  been  exposed  off  their  eoast,  aqd  even  within 
sereral  of  their  hazbont^from  the  British  squadron; 
but  it  is  improper  to  mingle  them  with  the  present 
more  serious  cause  of  complaint.  I  hare  called 
yoor  attention  to  this  subject,  in  full  coniidence 
that  His  Majesty's  Gorernraent  will  see^  in  the 
Ml  complained  of,  a  flagrant  abuse  of  its  own 
authority,  and  that  it  will  not  hesitate  to  enable 
DO  to  eommaoicate  to  mr  Government,  without 
dala3r,a  frank disarowalof  the prtncfpleoa  which 
it  ma  made,  and  its  assaranee  that  the  officer 
who  ia  responsible  for  it  ahalt  suflbr  the  ponish- 
aenl  which  so  uoexampkd  an  aggression  on  the 
soTCfeignty  of  a  neutral  nation  justly  deserres. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion, sir,  yoar  rery  (Aedient  scrraot, 

JAMES  MONROB. 
The  Right  Hon.  Gbobob  CANNiaa,  &e. 


Fmm  Hi.  Canning. 

Foreign  Office,  Aug.  3, 1807. 
Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  to  acknowledge  .the  re- 
ceipt of  your  official  note  of  the  a9th  ultimo, 
which  I  hare  lost  ao  tioe  ia  laying  before  the 
King. 

As  the  statement  of  the  transaotion  to  which 
Ihia  note  refers  is  not  brought  forward  either  by 
the  aullioriijF  of  the  Qoremment  of  the  Uoited 
Slates,  or  with  any  preeise  knowledge  of  the  facts 
on  which  it  is  foaaded,  it  might  hare  been  suffi- 
cicat  for  cne  to  express  to  yon  His  Maje^y's  readi- 
■#■>  to  talce  the  whole  oi  the  circumstances  of 
the  eas^  when  fully  disclosed,  into  his  considera- 
tioB,  aotl  to  make  reparation  for  any  alleged  in> 
jury  to  the  sorereigoty  of  the  United  States, 
"Vibeaever  it  shoald  be  clearly  shown  that  snch 
Injary  has  been  actually  susumed,  and  that  such 
reparation  is  really  due. 

Of  the  existenoe  of  sueh  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Gorernmeoi,  you.  sir,  cannot 
Ve  ignorant  *.  1  hare  already  assured  you  of  it, 
though  in  an  unofficial  form,  by  the  letter  which 
I  acklreBsed  to  yoa  on  the  first  receipt  (rf  the  in- 
telligence of  this  aafortaaate  transaction ;  and  I 
may,  perha4>s,  he  peraitted  to  expreae  my  sur- 
priact  after  such  aa  assuraaee,  at  the  tone  of  that 
npreaenutiott  which  I  bare  jost  had  the  honor 
to  receive  from  you. 

]3at  theeamest  deaire  of  His  Majesty  to  evince, 
in  the  naost  satisfactory  manner,  the  principles  of 
joatiee  and  moderation  by  which  be  is  uniformly 
aiitnated,  has  not  permitted  him  to  hesitate  in 
commanding  me  to  assure  you,  that  His  Majesty 
ofiUier  docs  aec  has  at  any  time  inaiiMajnea  the 


pretension  of  a  right  to  search  ships  of  war,  in 
the  national  service  of  any  State,  for  deserters. 

If,  therefoie,  the  atalemeat  in  ^our  note  should 
prove  to  be  correct,  and  to  contain  all  thecironia- 
stances  of  the  ease,  upon  which  complaint  is  ia- 
tended  to  be  made,  and  if  it  sImII  appear  that  tiw 
act  of  his  His  Majesty's  officers  rested  on  no  other 
grounds  than  the  simple  and  uoqualiBed  assertion 
of  the  pretension  above  referred  to,  Hia  Majesty 
has  no  difficulty  in  disavowing  that  act,  and  win 
have  no  difficulty  in  manifesting  his  displeasure 
at  the  conduct  of  his  officers. 

With  respect  to  the  other  causes  af  cbmplaiat, 
(whatever  they  may  be,)  which  are  hinieo  at  in 
your  note,  I  perfectly  agree  with  you,  in  the  sen- 
timeat  which  you  express,  as  to  the  propriety  of 
not  involving  them  in  a  question,  which  of  itself 
is  of  sufficient  importance  to  claim  a  separate  and 
most  serious  consideration. 

1  have  only  to  lament  that  the  same  sentiment 
did  not  induce  you  to  abstain  from  alluding  to 
these  subjects  on  an  occasloa  which,  you  were 
yourself  of  OfMnion  waa  not  fiararalde  tat  pursa- 
log  the  discussion  of  them. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  eonaidera- 
tion,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

James  Mohbob,  Esq.,  &c. 

Ib^Bfenwe  to  dw  Seeietary  of  State  of  the  United 
States.  ' 

LoNooN,  August  11, 1807. 

SiB :  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  with  my 
letter  of  the  4tfa  instant,  a  copy  of  a  correspond- 
ence with  Mr.  Canning,  relative  to  the  late  ag- 
gression in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  frigate. 
Tou  will  receive  with  this  a  copy  of  a  more  re- 
cent one  on  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  Canning's  queries  in  his  last  note,  I 
was  led  to  consider  them  as  preparatory  to  an 
embargo  on  American  vessels.  I  could  not  con- 
ceive why  be  should  request  information  of  me, 
whether  the  President's  Proclamation  was  au- 
thentic, and  when  it  would  be  carried  into  effect, 
if  it  was  not  intended  to  found  some  measure  oa 
my  reply  of  an  unfriendly  nature.  The  informa- 
tion desired  was  not  necessary  to  remove  apv 
doubts  of  bis  Government  on  the  points  to  which 
It  applied,  or  to  enable  it  to  do  justice  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  regard  to  the  aggression  of  which 
they  complained.  The  presumption  that  an  em- 
bargo was  intended  gained  strength  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that  most  of  the  gazettes  bad  recom- 
mended, and  that  the  public  mind  aeennd  to  be 
esaenttatly  prepared  for  it.  It  was  my  earnest 
wish  to  prevent,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  so  Unjost 
and  pernicious  a  procedure.  As  tne  measure  con- 
templated, whatever  it  might  be,  aeemed  to  be 
suspended  for  my  answer,  fwns  extremely  solici- 
tous, by  the  manner,  to  deprive  this  Government 
of  all  pretext  for  any  of  the  kind  alluded  to.  By 
replying  generally  that  I  bad  no  instructions  from 
my  Government,  and  could  state  nothing  on  its 
part  respecting  the  late  occurrence,  I  avoided 
giving  a  direct  answer  to  Mr.  Caaniog's  qaeriea ; 
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and  hj  drawing  bis  attentiou  to  the  application, 
which  it  was  to  be  presumed  wooldsooa  be  made 
on  the  part  of  my  Government  on  that  subject,  I 
endeavored  to  show  more  strongly  (he  impolicy 
aad  injustice  which  would  stamp  any  such  meas- 
me  on  the  part  of  Geat  Britain  in  the  present 
aUffe. 

No  step  has  yet  been  taken  by  this  Government 
of  an  uofriendly  character  towards  the  United 
Stales,  and,  from  the  communieatioo  which  Mr. 
Cwiniag  made  to  the  Hoase  of  Comtnoot  on  the 
day  he  received  my  last  note,  which  you  will 
find  in  the  gazettes  sent,  I  am  persuaded  that 
things  will  remain  in  the  state  in  which  they  are, 
till  your  despatch  is  received.  I  trust  that  a  dis- 
position exists  to  make  such  reparation  on  the 
point  in  question,  as  will  be  satisfactory  to  the 
tJnhed  States,  and  that  it  will  he  practicable  and 
not  difficult  to  preserve  (he  friendly  relations 
•nbsisting  between  the  two  countries.  The  party, 
kowerer,  in  favor  of  war,  consisting  of  the  com- 
bined interests  mentioned  in  my  last,  is  strong 
and  active,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the 
tciult. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc., 

JAMES  MONROE. 

[Safaied  to  in  Mr.  Monroe's  despatch  of  Aogust  U.] 
From  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

FoBBiQN  OrricB,  Aug.  8, 1807. 
Sib:  Having  received  from  His  Majesty's  Min- 
ister in  America  an  unofficial  printed  paper,  pur- 

Pvting  to  be  a  copy  of  a  Proclamation  of  the 
resident  of  the  United  States,  1  have  to  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  me  whether 
you  nave  received  any  communication  from  your 
Government  which  enables  you  to  pronounce  if 
such  paper  be  authentic. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  empowered  to  ad- 
mit its  authenticity^  I  hare  further  to  request  of 
you,  that  you  wilt  inform  me  whether  you  are 
also  authorized  to  announce  it  to  be  the  iatentioo 
of  the  Government  of  the  Uoiled  States  to  carry 
into  effect  the  measures  stated  in  the  Proclama- 
tion of  the  President,  without  rrquirine  or  wait- 
ing for  any  explanation,  on  the  part  oi  the  Brit- 
iMi  Government,  with  respect  to  the  late  unfor- 
tunate transaction,  upou  which  the  determina- 
tion to  resort  to  these  measnres  is  professed  to  be 
founded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  &c., 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

P.  8.  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  American 
nawspaper  containing  a  copy  of  the  paper  in 
41K8U0D. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Canning. 

PoRTLAaio  Place,  Aug.  9, 1807. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  yoor  note  of  yesterday,  and  should  not 
hesitate  to  eommonieate  the  informition  which 
you  have  desired,  if  I  possessed  it;  but  as  1  have 
act  heard  from  my  Goverameat  cm  the  Mbjeet 


of  the  unfortunate  occurrence  alluded  to,  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  state  to  you  anything  on  the  part 
of  my  Government  respecting  it.  I  hare  no  doubt 
that  I  shall  be  instructed,  in  a  very  few  days,  to 
make  a  communication  to  His  Majesty's  Goveni- 
ment  on  that  highly  interesting  event,  in  which  I 
shall  be  enabled  to  furnish  a  full  and  just  view  of 
all  the  circumstances  aiiendiog  it.  As  soon  as  I 
receive  ioalraction^  I  shall  basteu  to  apprize  yoi 
of  it. 

I  have  the  honor,  Ac. 

JAMES  MONROB. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  Sept.  16, 1807. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yoor  letter  of 
July  6th,  by  Doctor  Bullos,  on  the  31st  altimo, 
and  did  not  lose  a  moment  in  eoteringon  thelw- 
siness  committed  to  me  by  it  in  the  manner  which 
seemed  most  likely  to  obtain  success.  The  details 
shall  be  communicated  (o  you  tn  my  next  de- 
spatch. All  that  I  can  stale  at  present  is^  that  the 
whole  subject  has  been  placed  fully  before  this 
Goremment,  in  as  strong  an  appeal  to  its  inttreit 
and  judgment  as  I  could  make;  and  that  ua 
week  has  elapsed  since  my  official  note  was  pre- 
sented, I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  receiving  its 
decision  on  it.  The  nioment  is  in  many  viem 
very  favorable  to  a  satisfactory  result,  but  stilt  it 
is  not  iu  my  power,  from  anything  that  has  oe* 
eurred,  to  speak  with  confidence  of  it.  Tbe  joist 
negotiation  committed  to  Mr.  Pinkney  and  myself 
was  suspended  by  the  intelligence  of  the  afiir 
with  our  frigate,  and  has  never  been  revived  siaee. 
That  intdligenee  reached  this  about  a  week  after 
Mr.  Purviance,  so  that  we  had  only  been  able, 
with  the  utmost  diligence,  to  take  the  preliminary 
step  of  presenting  to  Mr.  Canning,  in  conformity 
to  our  instructions,  a  project,  and  of  explainiog 
to  him,  in  the  most  minaie  apd  eompreheauve 
manner  that  we  could,  every  circumstance  appn^ 
taining  to  It.  No  answer  was  given  to  our  eon- 
municatiflo  ;  the  suspension,  therefore,  of  theM* 
gotifttion  was  imputable  to  Mr.  Canning ;  bad  he 
answered  our  communication,  and  proposed  to  1 
proceed  in  the  negotiation^  it  would  have  become  | 
a  question  for  the  commission  to  have  decided 
how  far  it  would  have  been  proper,  under  existing 
circumstances,  to  comply  with  the  invitation.  I 
His  silence,  nowever,  relieved  us  from  (hit  i 
dilemma. 

Permit  me  to  present  to  you  Mr.  Joseph  A. 
Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  and  to  refer  you  tohiffl 
for  much  information  of  a  general  nature  00  the 
subject  of  our  affairs  with  Uilscountry.  Havinf; 
been  long  in  Europe,  and  visited  almost  every 
part,  he  possesses  great  information  of  the  poUii' 
eel  stale  of  the  several  Powers,  especially  of 
Russia,  from  whose  Sovereign  he  received  very 
distingnithed  marks  of  attention.  In  much  eon- 
muntcation  which  I  have  bad  with  Mr.  Smith 
for  a  year  past,  I  have  found  hiirf  to  be  animated 
with  strong  sentiments  of  patriotism  toward  bi> 
country  ;  and  as  he  has  expreswed  a  desire  of  be- 
ing penonally  known  to  Uie  ^sident  and  yew- 
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•elf,  I  have  been  happy  to  promote  his  objeet  by 
giriag  him  this  iDtrodiietioo. 

I  am  with  great  fcspecl,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
Mrrant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Jahbs  Madison,  Secretary  oj  State, 

P.  S.  A  copy  of  my  note  to  Mr.  Canning  is 
«o  doted. 

No.  10. 

Portland  Place,  Sept.  1, 1807. 

Mr.  Monroe  presents  bis  compliments  to  Mr. 
CAoniog.  and  has  the  honor  to  inform  him  that  he 
has  just  received  instructions  from  his  Gorem- 
ment  relative  to  the  late  attack  on  the  United 
Slates'  frigate  Chesapeake  by  His  Majesty's  ship 
Leopard,  off  the  coast  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Monroe  requests  that  Mr.  Canning  would 
hare  the  goodness  to  gire  him  an  early  interriew 
on  that  subject. 

iSx.  MoDroe  rniaests  Mr.  Canning  to  accept  the 
vsaiaaeea  of  his  iiigb  consideration. 

No.  11. 

Fnun  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

FoB»OH  Offics,  Sept.  1, 1807. 
Mr.  Canning  presents  his  oompliments  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  reqneats  the  honor  of  seeing  him  *t 
the  Foreign  Office  on  Thursday  neit,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Caooing  wonld  have  proposed  to  see  Mr. 
Monroe  to-morrow,  if  he  had  not  been  under  the 
necessity  of  attending  the  levee  and  council  at 
the  Q,oeen*s  palace. 

Mr.  Canning  reqaestt  Mr.  Monroe  to  accept  the 
ttsonneea  oi  his  high  consideniion. 

No.  12. 
Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Canning. 

PoBTLAND  Place,  Sept.  7, 1807. 

Bib  :  By  the  order  oi  my  Government,  it  is  my 
dmjr  to  request  your  attention  to  the  aggression 
iatay  committed  on  the  peace  and  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States,  by  His  Britannic  Majesty's 
ship  of  war  Leopard,  in  an  attack  on  an  American 
frigate,  the  Chesapeake,  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia. 
The  object  of  this  communication  is  to  obtain  of 
His  Majesty's  Qorernment  a  suitable  reparation 
for  that  outrage,  and  such  an  arrangement  of  the 
great  interest  which  is  connected  with  it,  as  will 
place  the  future  relations  of  the  two  Powers  on  a 
solid  foundation  of  peace  and  friendsbii*. 

In  bringing  this  subject  again  to  the  view  of  Kb  ; 
Bhjesty's  Qovernmeat,  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell 
on ctreumsUDces  which  arealreadyso  well  known 
to  yon.  By  the  documents  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  transmit  to  you,  it  ,is  shown,  that  while  the 
outrage  was  unprovoked  and  anexpected  on  one 
side,  then  was  nothing  to  extenuate  it  on  the 
other.  The  oonuaander  of  His  Migesty's  squad- 
toB  m  the  eoBst  of  the  United  States  appean  to 


have  acted  on  a  presumption  that  he  possessed  the 
power  to  make  war,  aod  to  decide  on  the  cansea 
of  war.  It  will  be  difficult  to  explain  the  conduct 
of  that  officer  on  any  other  principle,  and  equally 
solo  find  an  example  of  an  aggression  marked 
with  such  high  indignity  aod  injustice  to  a  friend- 
ly Power. 

The  pretext  for  this  an^saion  eoald  not  fiu! 
to  heighten  the  sense  of  injtury  which  the  act 
itself  was  so  signally  calculated  to  excite^  My 
Government  was  taught  to  infer  from  it,  th^ 
there  was  no  limit  to  a  pretension  which  had  al- 
ready produ'.-ed  so  much  mischief,  and  againsc 
which  so  many  remonstrances  bad  been  presenC- 
ed,  in  its  application  to  merchant  vessels.  But  I 
find,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  this  pretensifw 
forms  no  topic  for  discussion  between  us  in  re- 
spect to  ships  of  war;  and  I  trust  that  the  joat 
and  enlightened  policy  which  produced  the  de- 
cision in  one  instance  will  surmount  the  olwtacle 
which  has  hitherto  embarrassed  it  in  the  other. 

The  national  character  of  the  men  who  were 
uken  thus  violently  from  on  board  the  Ches»- 
pieake  mains  no  part  of  the  question.  It  is  im- 
possible that  it  should  come  into  view  in  eBtimB^■ 
ug  the  iujory  which  the  United  States  barB 
received.  Tbe-ontrtge  iBvolved  a  great  and  lu- 
contested  principle,  which  ought  not,  in  any  viev, 
to  be  affected  b^  appealiog  to  national  sensibili- 
ties on  either  side.  I  have,  however,  the  hoBoc 
to  transmit  you  documents,  which  will,  I  pre- 
sume, satisfy  you  that  they  were  American  citi- 
zens. 

With  respect  to  the  reparation  which  my  Got- 
ernment  ought  to  receive  for  this  outrage,  it  will 
oalj  be  necessary  to  appeal  to  those  sentiment* 
which  Great  Bntain  would  be  sure  to  indulge, 
under  like  circumstances,  to  that  sensibility  to  na^ 
tional  honor  which  has  distinguished  so  many 
epochs  of  her  history.  It  will  be  recoUeeted  tlmt 
the  injury,  which  in  itself  was  great,  was  mo^ 
aggravated  by  the  circumstances  whieb  attended 
it;  that  the  peaeefnl  relations  of  the  United 
States  were  violated,  aad  tbeir  niunsiwetiBg  eon* 
fidence  surprised.  But  I  forbear  to  recite  detailB 
which  it  is  painful  to  contemplate.  Tou  will,  I 
am  persuaded,  be  satisfied,  that  in  every  light  ib 
which  the  subject  can  be  seen,  the  honor  of  my 
Government,  and  of  the  whole  nation,  has  been 
greatly  outraged  by  the  aggression,  and  that  it 
becomes  the  honor  of  His  Majesty's  Government 
to  make  a  distinguished  reparation  for  it. 

In  presenting,  in  this  friendly  manner,  this  im- 
portant subject  to  the  consideration  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  I  am  particularly  inatrocted 
to  request  its  attention  to  the  great  cause  to  which 
this  and  so  many  other  injuries  of  a  like  kind 
may  be  traced— the  imiuressment  of  men  from  the 
merchant  vessels  of  the  United  Slates.  In  many 
essential  circumstances,  the  objeetions  which  are 
applicable  to  impressments  from  ships  of  war,  are 
equally  applicable  to  those  from  merchant  vessels. 
To  the  indiriduals  who  suffer  by  the  iHactice,die 
injury  is  the  same  in  either  case.  Their  clafm  on 
their  Governmeai  for  protection  is  in  both  cases 
eqaal ;  every  maxim  m  public  law,  and  private 
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right,  vhich  is  violated  in  one,  is  equally  violated 
in  the  other.  The  relation  of  the  belligerent  to 
the  oealral  Power  extends  to  certain  objects  only, 
attd  is  defined  in  each  by  known  law».  Beyond 
that  limit  the  rights  of  the  neutral  are  sacred,  and 
cannot  be  encroached  on  without  violence  and 
injustice.  Is  there  a  question  of  contraband,  is 
the  Teasel  destined  to  a  blockaded  port  in  viola- 
tion of  established  principles,  or  does  rhe  contain 
enemies'  property.  Ihegreatest  extent  to  which  the 
maritime  taw  is  carried  by  any  nation  ?  In  these 
oases  is  condacted  to  port  for  trial ;  the  \m.r- 
ties  tre  heard  by  an  impartial  and  responsiUe 
IribaDftl,  and  are  beard  again  by  appeal,  if  they 
denre  it.  Are  any  of  the  passengers  on  board 
the  neatnl  vessel  in  the  navsl  or  military  service 
of  the  enemy  7  If  sacb  are  fonnd,  they  are  made 
prisoners;  hut,  as  prisoners,  they  have  rights 
which  the  opposite  belligerent  is  bound  to  respect. 
This  practice,  however,  looks  to  other  objects  than 
are  here  recited.  It  involves  no  question  of  bel- 
ligerent on  one  side,  and  of  neutral  on  the  other. 
It  pursues  the  vessel  of  a  friend  for  an  unlawful 
porpose,  which  it  executes  in  a  noanner  equally 
nnlawful.  Every  conmerciat  vessel  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  navigates  the  ocean  is  liable  to  be 
invaded  by  it,  and  not  an  individual  on  board  any 
of  them  is  secure  while  the  practice  is  maintained, 
b  sets  up  every  officer  of  His  Majesty's  navy  as  a 
judge,  irom  whose  decision  there  is  no  appeal.  It 
mafcCB  him  a  Jndg^  not  of  property,  which  is  held 
moat  sacred,  dot  of  the  liberty  of  his  fellow-sub- 
jects only,  however  great  the  trust,  and  liable  to 
■buae  on  the  marn  oeeauj  but  that  of  the  citizens 
of  another  Power,  whose  rights  as  a  nation  are 
trani|ded  on  by  tb«  decisitm  ;  a  decision,  in  ren- 
dering which,  every  rule  of  evidence  is  violated, 
•sit  puts  the  proof  of  innocence  on  the  accused ; 
and  is  further  highly  objectionable,  as  there  is  too 
mach  reason  to  believe  that  it  has  been  often 
gvided  more  by  the  fitness  of  the  party  for  service 
than  any  otber  circumstance.  The  distressing 
examples  of  this  system  of  aggression,  as  it  has 
nffiected  individuals,  on  a  scale  of  vast  extent,  it  is 
unnecesBBry  to  recount  here ;  they  may  be  easily 
imagined.  Voluminous  documents,  which  prove 
Aem,  are  in  the  possession  of  both  Qovern- 
nenta. 

It  is  poattUe  that  this  iwaetice  nay,  is  certain 
oate^  and  under  certain  circumstances,  have  been 
attended  to  the  vessels  of  other  Powers ;  but  with 
them  there  was  an  infallible  criterion  to  prevent 
«nor.  It  would  be  easy  to  distinguish  l^tween 
«n  Englishman  and  a  Spaniard,  an  Italian,  or  a 
Swede;  and  the  clear  and  irresistible  evidence  of 
kis  national  character,  and  perhaps  of  his  deser- 
tion, would  establish  the  British  claim  to  the  in- 
dividual, and  reconcile  the  nation  into  whose  ser- 
Ttoe  he  had  entered  to  bis  snrrendei*.  Bat  the 
very  circumstances  which  would  constitute  an  in- 
fnUible  criterion  in  those  cases,  would  be  sure  to 
produce  endless  error  in  the  other.  Who  is  so  skil- 
fitl  in  physiognomy  as  to  distinguish  between  en 
American  and  an  Bogiisbmaa,  especially  among 
dioae  whose  profession  and  whose  sea-terms  are 
the  same  ?  « ia  evtdent  that  this  practice,  aa  ap- 


plied to  a  foreign  nation^  to  any  great  extent,  kcs 
grown  out  of  the  Amerrcan  Revolutiou.and  thtt 
It  is  impossible  for  the  United  States  not  to  seeia 
it  the  assertion  of  a  claim  which  is  utterly  incom- 
patible with  that  great  event.  When  the  charae- 
ter  of  this  claims,  aod  the  peroieioos  tendency  of 
the  practice,  are  maturely  weighed,  it  must  fur- 
oish  cause  for  surprise  that  some  just  and  friendly 
arrangement  has  not  long  since  been  adopted,  to 
prevent  the  evils  incident  to  it. 

My  Government  is  aware  that  His  Majesty's 
Qoveroment  has  also  an  interest  of  importance  to 
attend  to  tn  this  delicate  concern,  and  I  am  in- 
structed to  state  Ob  ita  part,  that  toe  best  dispoai- 
ttoD  exists  to  provide  for  it.  The  United  States 
are  far  from  desiring  to  profit  of  a  resource  which 
does  not  belong  to  them,  especially  to  the  preju- 
dice of  a  friendly  Power.  In  securing  them  agninst 
the  practice,  which  is  found  to  be  so  highly  inju- 
rious to  their  dearest  rights^  aod  most  vatuabia 
interests,  every  suitable  provision  will  he  made  to 
give  ec^ual  security  to  those  of  Great  Britain.  On 
this  point  I  am  authorized  to  enter  into  such  an 
engagement  as  will,  lam  persuaded,  lie  adequate 
lo  the  object. 

This  great  interest  of  impressment  has  beea 
blended  in  all  its  relations,  as  you  will  perceive,  by 
no  act  of  the  United  States,  Its  connexion  with 
the  late  disastrous  incident  has  been  produced  by 
an  extraordinary  aet  of  violence,  of  which  they 
were  the  victims  only.  That  act,  which  exhibiik 
the  pretensions  in  its  widest  range,  has  become 
identified  with  the  general  practice,  in  the  feel- 
ings  and  sympathies  of  the  nation,  and  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  Government.  1  trust,  therefore, 
thai  His  Majesty's  Gorernment  will  be  eqaally 
disposed  to  take  up  the  whole  subject  at  this  timc^ 
and,  in  makiag  the  reparation  which  the  particvlar 
injury  claims,  provide  a  remedy  for  toe  whole 
evil.  My  Government  looks  to  this  complete  ad- 
justment with  confidence,  it  being  indispensably 
necessary  to  heal  the  deep  wound  which  has  been 
inflicted  on  the  national  honor  of  the  United 
States  by  so  grrat  and  unjustifiable  an  outrase. 

I  avail  myself,  with  great  satisfaction,  of  the 
opportunity  which  this  communication  afibrds  to 
acknowled^  the  prompt  assurance  which  yon 
gave  me  ot  the  disposition  of  His  Msjesty'd  Oov- 
emment  to  make  a  suitable refnration  to  ihe  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  for  the  injury  of 
which,  by  its  order,  it  is  now  my  duty  to  com- 
plain, and  for  the  frank  disarowaL  of  the  pretciH 
sion  on  which  it -was  founded,  I  hastened  to 
transmit  copies  of  those  doevmenta  to  mj  Got- 
ernmenr,  by  whom,  I  trust,  they  are  by  this  tinw 
received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  considera- 
tion, sir,  yonr  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

JAMES  MONROB. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Canning. 

PoaruMD  Plaob,  Sept.  ^  1807. 
Mr.  Monroe  preaents  his  complimentB  to  Ifr. 
Canning,  and  has  tha  honor  to  inform  him  tbM 
he  called  at  hia  office  yvsMtday,  for  the  paipaae 
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of  making  some  remarks  od  the  subject  treated 

io  the  note  which  he  addressed  on  the  io- 

stant  to  Mr.  GaoDiog.  Mr.  MooToe  rej^rets  that 
be  bad  not  the  pleasure  of  seeini;  Mr.  Canoing  at 
that  lime,  and  requests  that  he  will  be  so  good  as 
to  ^Te  bim  aa  interriew  to-morrow,  atsueh  boor 
as  may  be  most  cODvenieDt  to  him.  Mr.  Mosroe 
will  be  happy  to  atteod  Mr.  CaDoiDg  ia  the  eooa- 
ivy,  should  It  be  more  agreeable  to  Mr.  CaDDiog 
to  reeeire  him  there. 

Vtem  Mr.  Csnoing,  in  answer. 

BORLIHQTON  HOUSB, 

Wednaday,  Sept,  9, 1807, 8j  P.  M. 
Mr.  Canning  presents  his  oomf^tmeDts  to  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  will  be  happy  to  have  the  honor  of 
seeing  him  at  the  Foreign  Office  to-morrow  at  12 
oVIocb 

Mr.  CaQDiog  has  but  this  minute  receired  Mr. 
Monroe's  note. 


Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  October  10, 1807. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  by  Dr. 
BdUus,  a  copy  of  ray  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Canning,  on  the  subject  which  was  committed  to 
my  care  by  your  letter  of  the  6ih  of  July  last. 
You  will  find  by  i(  that  the  pressure  which  has 
been  made  on  this  QoTeroment,  io  obedience  to 
the  instruction  contained  io  that  letter,  has  ler- 
mioated  in  a  decision  to  send  a  Minister  to  the 
United  States  to  adjust  the  business  there.  What 
the  powers  of  that  Minister  will  be,  whether  it 
is  intended  to  confine  them  to  the  sole  object  of 
reparation  by  the  special  outrage,  or  to  extend 
them,  in  ease  the  proposed  separation  of  that 
from  the  general  topic  of  impressment  is  admit* 
ted,  to  the  latter  object,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
slate.  Mr.  Canning  has  given  me  noiotormation 
oa  that  bead  in  conference,  and  his  note  is  not 
ex^icit  on  it.  It  stales  that  the  Minister  who 
■ball  be  sent  to  the  United  States  to  bring  the 
dispute  relative  to  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake 
to  a  conclusion,  shall  not  be  empowered  to  enter- 
tain, as  connected  with  that  subject,  any  proposi- 
tion respecting  the  search  of  merchant  vessels;  a 
presompiioQ  js  authorized,  by  those  terms,  that 
the  Minister  will  have  power  to  treat  on  the  gen- 
eral topic  after  the  special  one  is  arranged.  But 
it  is  possible  that  that  presumption  may  hare  been 
raisra  for  some  other  purpose,  or  that  the  terms 
vbieh  excite  it  were  Introduced  merely  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  the  mission  should  be  emfiQed 
10  the  special  objeet. 

Ift  the  discharge  of  this  delicate  and  importsot 
trust,  I  thought  tliat  I  should  be  able  more  effeo- 
toally  to  promote  its  object  by  opening  the  sub- 
ject lo  Mr,  Canning  io  conference  than  by  aa 
official  note.  As  the  attitude  taken  by  my  Gor- 
ernmeni,  which  was  evidently  supported  by  the 
whole  nation,  was  of  a  very  impressive  nature,  it 
seemed  probable,  from  the  feverish  state  of  the 
public  mind  here  in  regard  to  us,  that  a  tone  of 
coociliatioD,  which  should  not  weaken  the  pres- 


sure^ would  be  more  likely  lo  neeeed  in  obtMB<* 
ing  the  reparation  desired  then  an  official  and 
peremptory  deoMnd.  Under  this  impression,  I  had 
had  severBl  conferences  with  Mr.  Canning,  th« 
substance  of  which  in  each  I  will  endeavor  to 
stale  with  precision.  A  knowledge  of  what  pass- 
ed in  these  interviews,  in  aid  of  that  which  is  af- 
forded by  the  correspondence,  will  enable  you  to 
form  the  most  correct  idea  of  the  objeot  of  the 
proposed  mission  that  present  cinunutanees  will 
admit  of. 

The  first  interview  was  on  the  3d  of  Septem* 
her,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  obtained  after  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  July  the  6th.  which  was  on 
tbe  30tb  of  Angnst.  I  informed  Mr.  Canning 
that,  as  I  wished  the  discussion  in  which  we  were 
about  to  enter  to  terminate  amicably  and  btmor- 
ably  to  both  our  Qovernmenis,  I  had  asked  the 
interview  for  the  purpose  of  {Komotiog  that  de» 
sirable  end ;  that  by  explaioiDg  to  each  other 
folly,  in  friendly  conference,  the  Tiews  of  our  re- 
spective Gtoverometits  relative  to  the  late  agres- 
sion, i  was  persoaded  that  it  would  be  more  easy 
for  us  to  Bfrange  tbe  business  to  the  satisfaction 
of  both  parlies,  than  by  any  other  mode  which 
we  could  pursue.  He  expressed  his  senaibility  to 
that  which  I  bad  eb06eo,and  his  readiness  tocoa- 
cur  in  it.  I  then  slated  in  detail,  in  explicit  terms, 
the  reparation  which  my  Qoveroment  thoogbl 
the  United.  Stales  entitled  to,  and  expected  that 
they  should  receive,  for  the  injury  and  indigoit/ 
ofiered  by  the  late  aggression:  that  tbe  men  takes 
from  the  frigate  should  be  restored  to  it;  tbal 
the  officers  who  had  committed  the  aggresuon 
should  be  exemplarily  punished;  that  tne  prac- 
tice of  impressmeot  from  merchant  veseelt  shontd 
be  Mppresaed ;  and  that  the  repantion  ooasistiag 
of  those  several  acts  should  be  announced  to  our 
Government  through  the  medinm  of  a  special 
mission — •  solemoity^  which  the  extraordioarr 
nature  of  the  aggression  particularly  required.  1 
observed,  that  as  the  aggression,  and  tbe  priaeiple 
on  which  it  was  founded,  had  been  fraukly  disa- 
vowed, as  soon  as  known,  by  his  Gioverement,  I 
was  persuaded  that  there  could  be  no  serious  ob^ 
jection  on  its  part  to  any  of  the  acts  which  it  was 
desired  should  constitute  the  proposed  reparation  t 
that  to  the  first  act,  the  restoration  of  the  men, 
there  could  doubtless  be  none,  as  the  least  that 
coald  he  done,  after  such  an  outrage,  would  be  lo 
replace  the  United  States,  as  far  as  it  might  be 
practicable,  on  the  ground  they  held  before  the 

Xry  was  received ;  that  the  punishment  of  the 
ers  followed,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  lo 
the  disavowal  of  the  act  i  that  the  suppression  of 
the  practice  of  impressment  from  merchant  ves- 
sels bad  been  made  indispensable  by  the  late  a^ 

fressioD,  for  reasons  which  were  sumcieuily  well 
nowo  to  bim.  I  stated  to  him  that  tbe  mode  io 
which  it  was  desired  that  the  reparation  should 
be  made  by  a  special  mission,  was  that  which  had 
been  adopted  by  other  Powers,  and  br  Great  Brit^ 
ain  herself,  for  injuries  leas  severe  inan  tbe  one 
atloded  10,  of  which  I  gave  bim  the  examples  fur> 
otshed  me  in  your  letter  of  July  6tb.  Mr.  Can- 
ning took  a  note  of  what  1  had  stated,  and  mad* 
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Borae  general  remarks  od  the  whole  subject,  which 
were  inteDded  to  gire  his  view  of  it,  od  each 
poiot,  but  without  compromitiing  himself  id  a 
positive  maoDer  on  anyone.  He  said  that,  b^  the 
proclamation  of  the  Presideot,  and  the  seizure 
and  detention  of  some  men  who  bad  tinded  on 
the  coast  to  procure  water,  the  Government  seem- 
ed to  have  taken  redress  into  its  own  hands;  be 
complained  of  tbe  difference  which  he  said  had 
been  made  between  France  and  England,  by  re- 
storing deserters  to  the  vessels  of  the  former  and 
not  the  latter }  be  insisted  that  the  late  aggres- 
aion  was  an  act  different  io  all  respects  to  the 
former  practice,  and  ou|{ht  not  to  be  connected 
with  it,  as  it  showed  a  disposition  to  make  a  par- 
ticular iDcideDt,  in  which  ihef  were  in  tbe  wrong, 
instramental  to  an  accommodation  in  a  ease 
where  bts  Government  held  a  different  doctrine. 
I  urged,  in  reply,  that  the  proclamation  could  not 
be  considered  as  an  act  of  hostility  or  retaliation 
for  injuries,  though  tbe  agression  had  prordked, 
and  would  have  justified  any  the  strongest  act  ot 
reprisal,  but  as  a  mere  measare  of  police,  which 
had  become  indispensable  for  the  preservation  of 
order  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  I 
informed  him  that  the  men  who  had  landed  from 
the  squadron,  in  defiance  of  the  proclamation,  and 
of  the  law  on  which  it  was  founded,  had  been 
restored  to  it;  that,  with  respect  to  the  other 
point,  the  difference  said  to  be  made  in  the  case 
of  deserters  from  British  and  French  ships,  I  was 
mucquainted  with  the  fact,  but  was  satisfied,  if 
tbe  statement  was  correct,  that  the  di&renee  was 
impuuble  to  the  local  authorities  and  not  to  the 
National  Gorernment,  because,  as  the  United 
States  were  not  bound  bj  treaty  to  restore  de< 
lerters  from  the  service  of  either  nation,  it  was 
not  presumable  that  their  Government  would  in- 
terfere in  tbe  business.  I  observed,  however,  that 
if  such  a  preference  had  been  given,  there  was  a 
natural  and  justifiable  cause  for  it,  proceeding 
from  the  conduct  of  tbe  squadrons  of  France  and 
England  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States  and  on 
the  main  ocean ;  it  being  a  well  known  fact  that 
the  former  did  not  maintain  as  a  right,  or  adopt 
in  practice,  the  doctrine  of  tbe  latter  to  impress 
seamen  from  our  merchant  vessels.  I  then  dis- 
cussed at  length,  and  urged  with  great  earnest- 
DMs,  the  justice  and  policy  of  his  terminating  at 
this  time  all  the  diffeteners  whtdi  had  arisen  be- 
tween oar  Governments  from  this  cause,  by  an 
artangement  which  should  suppress  the  practice 
on  the  part  of  Great  Bntain,  and  remedy  the  evil 
of  wbieh  she  complained.  In  aid  of  those  rea- 
sons which  were  applicable  to  the  merits  of  the 

Soestion,  I  urged  the  example  given  by  the  late 
linistry,  in  the  paper  of  November  8th,  present- 
ed to  Mr.  Pinkne^  and  myself  by  the  British 
Commissioners,  which  had,  as  I  thought,  laid  the 
foondation  of  such  an  arrangement.  I  stated 
that,  as  it  was  stipulated  by  that  paper  that  the 
Begotiation  should  be  kept  open  for  tbe  purpose 
«f  arranging  this  great  interest,  without  preju- 
dice to  the  nghlB  of  either  Power,  it  was  fairly  to 
be  understood,  as  tbe  sense  of  both  parties,  ibat 
oar  rights  were  to  be  respected,  until  that  arrange- 


ment was  concluded ;  whence  it  woold  fdbw 
that  the  same  efiect  would  be  produced  in  pnc* 
tice,  as  if  it  had  been  provided  for  by  treatr*  1 
relied  on  this  paper,  and  the  construction  wbieh 
I  thought  it  admitted,  with  which,  however,  ibe 
practice  had  since  in  do  d^ree  corresponded,  u 
show  the  extent  to  which  the  former  Miaisti; 
had  gone  io  meeting  the  just  views  of  our  Qoi- 
ernmeot,  and  thereby  to  prove  that  the  present 
Ministry,  io  improving  that  ground,  had  Qotbisg 
to  apprehend  from  the  preceding  one.  Mr.  Cut- 
niog  admitted  that  the  view  which  I  had  takes 
of  tnis  paper  derived  much  support  from  its  con- 
tents, and  the  time  and  cirenmstances  uadet 
which  it  was  presented,  but  persisted  in  his  d^ 
sire  to  keep  the  subject  «parate.  I  proposed,  si 
an  expedient  to  get  rid  of  nis  objection,  that  we 
should  take  up  and  arrange  both  points  iafonnil* 
ly ;  in  which  case,  provided  it  was  done  in  amu- 
ner  to  be  obligatory,  I  offered  to  frame  my  not^ 
which  should  demand  reparation  for  the  outiagt^ 
in  general  terms,  so  as  that  it  should  not  appeii, 
by  official  document,  that  the  subjects  had  any 
connexion  in  the  negotiation.  I  urged  that,  no* 
less  it  was  intended  to  make  no  provision  anint 
impressment  from  merchant  vessels,  I  coofd  see 
00  objection  to  his  meeting  me  on  that  ground, 
as,  after  what  had  passed,  it  was  impossible  to 
take  up  either  subject  without  having  tbe  other 
in  view,  and  equally  so  to  devise  any  mode  whick 
should  keep  them  more  compleidy  separate  thu 
that  which  I  proposed.  Mr.  CaoniDg  still  adhe^ 
ed  to  his  doctrine  of  having  nothing  to  do  wiA 
impressment  from  merchant  vessels  till  Uieafiii 
of  the  Chesap^ke  was  disposed  of,  af^  wkid 
be  professed  nis  willingness  to  proceed  to  At 
other  object.  In  this  manner  the  confeieoee 
ended,  without  having  produced  the  arraogemeni 
which  I  had  hoped  from  it.  Mr.  Caoniag's  con- 
duct was  in  all  other  respects  eoociliaiory. 

My  note  to  Mr.  Canning  was  founded  os  tke 
result  of  this  conference.  As  it  had  not  been  ii 
my  power  to  come  to  any  agreement  with  himoa 
the  general  subject  of  impressment  from  IH^ 
chant  vessels,  I  considered  it  my  dnty  to  combitt 
it  with  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  the  papet 
which  1  presented  him  to  claim  reparation  fortbe 
outrage.  I  thought  it  best,  however,  to  omit  ilie 
other  acts  of  which  it  was  desired  that  tbe  lepi- 
ration  shoald  consist.  It  seemed  probable  tut 
specification  of  each  circumstanceL  in  the  note, 
would  increase  the  iodispositioD  of  theMiaisuy 
to  accommodate,  and  give  it  support  with  the  bi- 
tion,  io  a  complete  rejection  of  tbe  demand.  I 
expressed  myself,  therefore^in  regard  to  iheotbct 
acts,  in  general  and  conciliatory  terms,  but  vitk 
all  the  force  in  my  power.  The  details  bad  beei 
communicated  to  Mr.  Canning  in  conference  too 
recently  to  be  forgotten.  Still  it  was  jost  thiiao 
improper  inference  should  be  drawn  from  ike 
omission  of  them.  To  prevent  it,  I  obtained  aa 
interview  of  Mr.  Canning  immediately  after  ny 
note  was  presented,  in  which,  after  remindiag 
him  of  the  omission  alluded  to,  tbe  motive  to 
which,  I  presumed,  he  could  not  mistake,  1  added 
that  my  object  in  asking  the  interview  nad  ksea 
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to  repeat  to  him  iDformatly  what  I  bad  stated  in 
the  former  one,  the  other  acts  of  which  mjr  Gov- 
emmeDt  expected  that  the  reparation  should  cod- 
flsl.  la  this  interview  nothing  occurred  without 
the  limit  of  the  special  object  for  which  it  had 
been  obtained.  Mr.  Canning  did  aot  lead  the 
eonrersation  lo  anjr  other  topic,  and  I  coald  not 
invite  it. 

Mr.  Canaiag'a  answer  to  mir  Dote  was  ddayed 
more  than  a  fortnight.  HaTia|f  refused  to  treat 
ibesobjeets  in  eoDnexioD,and  iDtimated  in  plain 
terms  uiat  if  I  wai  not  anthorized  to  separate 
them,  it  wonid  be  useless  to  prolong  the  discus- 
•loB,  I  thought  it  improper  to  press  it.  Mjr  reply 
was  equally  explicit,  so  that  with  it  the  negotia- 
tioD  ended.  The  measure  which  he  announced 
as  being  detertnined  on  by  the  King  in  case  I 
could  not  agree  to  the  separation,  is  completely 
the  act  of  his  QoTernment.  You  will  observe 
tfaat  it  is  announced  in  a  form  which  precludes, 
in  a  great  degree,  the  idea  of  its  being  adopted,  at 
my  tuggestioQ,  as  an  act  of  reparation,  and  in  a 
tone  01  decision  which  seemed  equally  to  pre- 
elnde  my  holding  any  eommnnieatton  with  him 
on  it. 

My  mission,  being  thus  bronght  to  an  end,  has 
iffi>rded  an  opportunity  for  me  to  return  to  the 
United  States,  ai  I  hare  long  desired.  Nothing 
bnl  the  great  interest  which  f  take  in  the  weliare 
of  country,  and  my  earnest  desire  to  give  alt 
the  aid  in  my  power  to  the  present  Administration 
in  support  of  the  pure  principles  of  our  mostex- 
eeUent  Constitution,  would  have  deuined  me  here 
to  long.  In  the  present  state,  howerer,  it  is  not 
possible,  if  in  any  it  would  be,  to  render  any  ser- 
vice by  a  longer  continuance  here.  As  soon, 
therefore,  as  [  bad  answered  Mr.  Canning's  note, 
I  communicated  to  him  my  intention  to  return, 
aqd  requested  that  he  would  be  so  good  as  to  ob- 
tain for  me  aD  audience  of  the  Kins  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  my  leave  of  him.  This  was  grant- 
ed on  the  7tb  of  this  month,  in  which  I  renewed 
the  assurance  of  the  sincere  desire  of  my  Gov- 
ernment to  preserve  the  most  friendly  relation  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  which 
Mntiment  was  reciprocated  by  His  Majesty.  Mr. 
Pinkney  succeeds  me,  by  an  arrangement  with 
Mr.  Canning,  which  will  appear  in  the  enclosed 
:opy  of  my  correspondence  with  him,  and  which 
I  have  fall  confidence  the  President  will  approve. 
[  r^et  tbat|  in  transferring  the  business  into  his 
tends.  I  do  not  leave  him  altogether  free  from 
lifficnlty. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
our  roost  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

flon.  James  Maoison. 

P.  8.  Not  being  satisfied  with  the  undefined 
haraeter  of  the  proposed  mission  to  the  United 
Itatea,  aod  Mr.  Canning  having  eommnnieaied 
othiag  new  to  me  on  the  subject  in  my  inter- 
ievr  with  him  on  the  day  I  was  presented  to  the 
liog,  aliboash  an  opportunity  was  afibrded  for 
kc  parposet  I  wrote  him  a  note,  afler  the  oom- 
wnc«fn«at  of  this  letter,  to  make  certain  ioqni-. 


ries  on  that  head,  a  copy  of  which  note  and  of  his 
answer  is  herewith  enclosed.  You  will  observe 
that  he  still  holds  himself  aloof  on  it.  1  thought 
it  my  duty,  and  that  it  comported  with  strict  deli- 
cacy, to  make  the  inquiry,  and  I  cannot  but  con- 
sider  his  reserve  as  affording  cause  for  an  uafavor- 
able  inference.  It  ts  probable,  however,  as  the  door 
ii  leA  open  for  further  communication  between  us 
until  the  moment  of  my  departure,  that  he  wilt 
take  some  other  oeeasion  to  explain  himadf  more 
fully  on  the  subject.  Yon  may  be  assured  that 
I  will  seek  every  favorable  opportnnity  to  obtain 
Buch  explanation  of  htm. 

[Enelossd  in  the  preceding  letter*] 
From  Mr.  Cauing. 

FoBBiON  OrricE.  October  23, 1807. 

Sir:  Having  seen  in  the  American  newspapers 
an  official  article,  (of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  a  copy,)  prohibiting  all  intercourse  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  and 
His  Majesty's  ships  of  war,  universally,  I  have 
the  honor  to  request  that  you  wilt  havettie  good- 
ness to  inform  me  whether  this  prohibition  will 
extend  to  the  ship  of  war  in  which  a  Minister, 
accredited  from  His  Majesty,  and  charged  with 
a  mission  to  the  American  Government,  shall 
arrive  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States) 
Or  whether  you  or  Mr.  Pinkney  can  undertake 
to  furnish  Mr.  Rose  with  such  documents  as  shall 
insure  his  admission  into  the  American  port*, 
and  a  reception  therein  suitable  to  the  character 
with  which  he  is  invested  1 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
sir,  your  most  obedient,  himible  servant, 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

Jambs  Monroe,  Esq.,  &c. 

To  Mr.  Ctnnfaig. 
P0BTI.AN0  PucB,  Octo&er  23, 1807. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  yeitterday,  that  the  ease  to  whieh  yon 
alluded  is  especially  provided  for  by  the  proela- 
mat  ion  of  the  President.  You  will  observe,  on  a 
view  of  that  document,  that  an  exception  is  made, 
from  the  prohibition  it  contains  on  other  vessels, 
in  favor  of  such  ships  of  His  Majesty  as  may  en- 
ter the  ports  of  the  United  States  with  despatches 
from  His  Majesty's  Government.  Had  ine  case 
of  a  public  Minister,  employed  in  a  special  mis' 
sion  to  my  Government,  not  been  comprised  iti 
that  exception,  as  it  clearly  is,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  stating  that  he  would  be  received  without 
delay  at  any  port  at  which  he  might  arrive.  I 
have  the  honor  to  add,  that  Mr.  Pinltneyand  my- 
self will  be  happy  to  give  to  His  Majesty's  Min- 
ister everjr  facility  in  our  power  to  secure  him 
the  reception  at  the  port  of  his  destination  which 
is  doe  to  his  public  eharaeter,  and  promote  hia 
speedy  arrival  at  tlie  seat  of  the  Qovernment  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion, &c  JAMES  MONROE. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  Gbobqb  CAiiNtMO,  &c. 
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From  Mr.  Canning. 
FoBWOM  Office,  October  23,  1807. 

Half-pagi  10,  P.  M. 
Sir:  I  bare  to  acknowledge  Ihe  honor  of  yonr 
answer  to  my  letter  of  yesterday  ereaiof;.  It  ap- 
peani  to  me  to  be  eo  imporiBot  to  have  a  clear 
nvdcraiandiog  on  the  sabjeet  to  vbieh  that  letter 
nfers,  that  I  eaonot  forbear  requeiting  you  to 
have  the  goodncaa  to  call  at  the  PoreigD  Office 
to-morrow  at  two  o'clock,  if  that  hour  should  suit 
your  eonveoieoce. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration, 
sir,  your  most  obedieot,  humble,  servant, 

OEORQE  CANNING. 
Jambs  Monbob,  Esq.,  Sec. 


Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  Octt^r,  10,  1807. 

Sir  :  We  avail  ourselres  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  by  the  return  of  the  schooner  Revenge, 
to  give  you  a  brief  account  of  the  transactions  of 
the  joint  mission,  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Purvi* 
ance^s  arrival  in  England  until  the  receipt  of  in- 
telligence here  of  the  late  outrage  in  the  Ameri- 
can seas  upon  the  sovereignty  of  our  countrr. 

Your  letter  of  the  —  day  of  May  was  deliv- 
ered to  us  on  the  — —  day  of  July,  and  we  lust 
no  time  in  obtaloiDg  an  interview  with  Mr.  Cao- 
ning  on  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates.  In  the 
course  of  that  interview,  we  entered  at  large  into 
the  explanations  required  by  our  iDstructioos,aDd, 
at  the  same  time,  recalled  to  Mr.  Canning's  atten- 
tion the  statement,  which  we  made  to  him  at  for- 
mer conferences,  relative  to  our  want  of  power  to 
bind  our  Government  by  a  treaty  which  should 
not  provide  in  a  satisfactory  manner  for  the  sub- 
ject of  impressments.  That  we  might  be  enabled 
to  give  10  Mr.  Canning  a  more  complete  view  of 
the  sproonds  of  the  President's  disapprobation  of 
the  instrument  signed  in  December  last,  aqd  of 
the  alterations  in  that  instrument  which  we  had 
to  propose,  we  thooght  it  advisable  to  suggest 
these  alterations  in  the  margin  of  a  copy  of  it, 
and  to  prepare  moreover  separate  clauses  relative 
toimpressmentsand  indemnity.  Of  these  papers, 
copies  are  herewith  transmitted. 

We  bad  scarcely  finished  our  explanations, 
when  Mr.  Canning  intimated  the  propriety  of 
putting  them  into  the  form  of  a  note.  He  ex- 
pressed, however,  hi&  readiness  and  bis  wish,  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  time^  to  receive  immedi- 
ately the  papers  above  mentioned,  which,  ax  con- 
taiomg  the  project  of  such  an  arrangement  as 
would  be  acceptal^e  to  the  President,  we  did  oot 
hesitate  to  deliver  to  him.  An  official  note  being 
lequired  by  Mr.  Canning,  we  had  do  choice  but 
to  eonseut  to  that  course,  and,  as  you  will  find  in 
the  copy  of  the  note  itself,  a  brief  recapitulation 
of  the  subsuoce  of  what  we  thought  it  prudent 
to  say  to  him,  in  that  stage  of  the  transaction, 
upon  the  principal  points  embraced  by  it,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  repeat  it  here.  It  is  proper,  however, 
to  observe,  that,  although  oothiog  was  said  by 
Mr.  Canning  which  authorized  us  to  calculate 
with  cenaiaty  on  the  ultimate  succets  of  renew* 


ed  negotiation,  there  was  nothing  in  bislu^nge 
or  manner  of  an  unfriendly  character. 

Our  note  was  prepared  with  as  much  cxptJi* 
tion  as  the  importance  and  delicacy  of  its  topici 
would  permit,  but,  before  it  was  possible  to  Kod 
it  to  Mr.  Cauuiog,  he  reminded  usof  itbysBMi^ 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed.  Our  oote,«kKk 
we  hope  will  meet  with  the  President's  tppnbi- 
tion,  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Canntog  on  the  sot 
day.  We  did  not  think  it  proper,  for  obfiw 
reasons,  either  in  conversation  or  in  oar  notcio 
enter  into  any  argument  in  support  of  tbedifio- 
eot  alterations  sugsested  by  our  project  to  tbe 
proposed  treaty.  This  it  was  thought  wotldhe 
mure  regularly  as  well  as  advantageouslT  iv 
tempted  when  negotiatioo  should  be  resumeo.  li 
is  only  necesrary  to  add,  that  before  Mr.  CaoniH 
bad  replied  to  our  note,  information  was  reeeiTN 
of  the  outrage  committed  hy  the  Leop8fil,iil 
that  our  proceedings  were  in  conseqaeBCCHi- 
pended. 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copyofiUl 
delivered  to  us  some  time  ago  by  Lord  Aocklul 
for  permittiugan  intercourse,  hy  sea,  betweeatk 
British  North  American  Colonies  and  the  Usiiel 

States.  This  bill  was  brought  into  the  Bow<i 
Commons,  during  the  last  session  of  ParliaoKi^ 
by  Mr.  Rose  and  Mr.  Eden,  and  has  pass«liD>i 
a  law.  You  will  perceive  that  it  has  in  viewtk 
eighth  article  of  the  |>roject  of  a  conventioosf 
limits,  already  transmitted  to  you.  A  cop;  b 
also  enclosed  of  the  communication  wbieli  n 
hare  thought  it  our  duly  to  make  to  GcBtnl 
Armstong  and  Mr.  Bowdoin. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highniR' 
spect  and  consideration,  sir,  your  most  obediaL 
bumble  servants, 

JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNBT. 
Jahbb  MAniaoN,  Esq. 

P.  8.  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ^ 
receipt  of  your  letters  of  the  17th  and  30t!ioi 
July.  There  not  being  lime  to  prepare  i  copy 
of  the  project  presented  Mr.  Canning 
BqUus,  It  will  be  forwarded  by  another  oppoito- 
nity  without  delay. 

WILLIAM  PINKNBT. 

[TrRiuiiutted  in  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Knkner'i'*^ 
patch  of  Octdwr  10, 1607.] 

Mr.  Monm  and  Mr.  Pfatkaer  to  Mr.  Gaaniaf- 

LOKDOH,  Julf  24, 1807- 

The  andersigoed.  Ministers  Extraordinsry  i*^ 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Amrria 
have  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Canning  thsttbfl 
are  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  CniiK 
Sutes  to  propose  to  His  Majesty's  Goveronetfi 
renewal  of  negotiation,  relative  to  the  missioa' 
the  undersigned^  with  a  view  to  a  more 
tory  result  than  is  found  in  the  instrument  sipin 
on  the  31st  of  December  last,  by  His  Maietip 
Plenipotentiaries  and  those  of  the  United  Suk^ 

The  undersigned  are  persuaded  that  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  will  see  in  this  measure 
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mqvestionable  proof  of  the  sincere  desire  of  the 

President  10  place  the  friendly  relations  of  the  two 
eoootriea  beyontl  ihe  reach  of  those  misuader- 
lOndiags  which  either  the  absence  or  the  inade- 
quacy of  precise  ariangementt  on  subjects  of  the 
greatest  aelicacy  and  importance  might  from  time 
to  time  occasion. 

It  is  DDder  the  iaflueace  of  this  soliciinde,  that 
the  President  has  charged  ihe  undersigned  to  ex- 
pre»  to  His  Majesty's  Government  his  Gnfeigned 
regret  that  the  instrument  above  mentioned  does 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  such  as  he  cao  approve, 
aad,  at  the  same  time,  to  declare  his  entire  confi- 
deDce  that  the  just  and  liberal  seDtiments  which 
aaimaie  His  Majesty's  Government,  correspond- 
ing with  those  which  beloDg  to  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  cannot  fail  to  lead  withotit 
delif  or  difficulty  to  snch  an  issue  of  the  oego- 
tialioo,  which  is  now  proposed,  as  shall  besoited, 
in  all  respects  to  the  right  and  interest  nf  both 
Htions,aBd,  therefore^ calculated  to  iosnrea  long 
contiQoaDee  of  the  friendship  which  so  happily 
sobsists  between  them. 

The  undersigned  have  already  bad  the  honor 
to  present  to  Mr.  Canning  a  paper,  which,  taicen 
isconnezioD  with  a  project  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressiDent,  and  another  on  the  subject  of  cenain 
claims  to  compensation  by  American  citizens, 
presented  -by  the  undersigned  at  the  same  time, 
will  be  found  to  exhibit  a  complete  view  of  the 
alieratioDs  which  the  inatrament  above  mentioned 
is  deemed  by  the  President  to  require.  They  for- 
bear to  trouble  Mr.  Canning  with  a  recapitula- 
tioo  of  the  details  which  then  papers  contain  ; 
hot  there  are  some  explanations  upon  the  topics 
of  impreasncieot  and  coropeosattoD  which  ther  do 
not  furnish,  and  which  it  is,  therefore,  incumbent 
Dpoo  the  undersigned  to  avail  themselves  of  this 
xeasion  to  give. 

It  was  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  the  mis- 
sion of  ihe  Uttdenigned  to  adjust  with  His  Maj- 
esty's Oovernment  a  format  and  explicit  arrange- 
meat  relative  to  a  practice  by  British  ships  of 
var,  which  has  excited  in  a  very  great  degree 
he  sensibility  of  the  American  people,  and  ctaim- 
the  anxioas  attention  of  their  GoveromeDt. 
The  practice  alluded  to  is  that  of  visiting  on  the 
xiain  ocean  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  Uoiled 
States,  navigating  under  the  American  flag,  for 
he  porpose  of  sabjecting  their  crews  to  a  nasty 
tnd  humiliating  inquisition,  and  impressing  as 
hitish  seamen  such  of  the  mariners  as  upon  that 
oqnisitioa  the  visiting  officer  declares  to  be  so. 
The  el&ct  of  the  practice  is,  that  the  flag  of  an 
sdepeodeDt  Power  is  dishonored,  and  one  of  the 
nost  essential  rights  of  its  sovereignty  violated ; 
bat  American  citizens,  either  mistakeo  for  Brit- 
ib  subjects^  or  assumed  to  be  such  without  suf- 
cient  inquiry,  are  forced  from  the  quiet  pursuits 
f  lawful  commerce  into  the  severe  and  danger- 
as  service  of  a  foreign  military  navy,  to  etpose 
leir  lives  in  fighting  against  those  with  whom 
leir  country  is  at  peace;  and  that  the  merchant 
essels  of  the  United  Slates  are  frequently  thus 
Tipped  of  mo  large  a  porti<Hi  of  their  hands,  he- 
rn their  voyages  hare  been  performed,  at  to 


bring  into  the  most  immioeot  peril,  and  some- 
times to  produce  ihe^ctual  loss  of  th  e  vessels,  their 
cargoes,  and  their  remaining  crews.  It  cannot  be 
thought  surprising  that  a  practice  like  this  should 
act  with  peculiar Torce  upon  the  feelings  of  those 
whom  it  oppresses,  and  that  the  sensation  should 
extend  itself  both  to  their  countrymen  and  their 
Government. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  has  ac- 
cordingly made  this  pretension  the  subject  of 
frequent  discussion  with  Great  Britain,  and,  when 
an  extraordinary  mission  to  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment was  last  year  determined  oo,  it  was  one 
of  the  instructions  to  the  undersigned,  to  whom 
the  duties  of  that  mission  were  confided,  to  make 
no  treaty  which  should  not  provide  for  that  object. 
In  the  first  stages  of  the  negotiation  which  follow- 
ed that  mission,  the  undersigned  were  led  to  in- 
dulge a  ei^fideat  expeeietlon  that  such  a  pro- 
vision would  be  obtained.  At  length,  however, 
the  rejection  by  His  Majesty's  Government  of  a 
project  of  an  article  on  this  fioint,  which,  with- 
out tonebing  the  question  of  right,  offered  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  an  eneciual  equivalent 
for  the  mere  forbearance  of  the  practice,  having 
extinguished  all  hope  of  an  immediate  adjust- 
ment of  this  subject  by  treaty,  the  undersigned 
felt  that  they  were  called  upon  by  candor,  as  well 
as  by  their  duty  to  their  Government,  to  inform 
the  British  ComraissionerB,  that  the  project  rela- 
tive to  impressment  having  failed,  ihey  had  no 
power  to  conclude  a  treaty  upon  the  other  poiati 
which  had  been  discussed  between  tbem,  so  as  to 
bind  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
undersigned  did  Sccordingly  give  them  this  in- 
formation in  the  most  explicit  terms,  and  the 
oegotiatioa  was,  in  consequence,  for  a  short  time 
suspended.  It  was  soon  afterwards,  however, 
suggested  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners,  that 
if  this  topic  should  be  expressly  reserved  for  fulure 
conventional  arrangement,  and  a  pledge  given  to 
the  United  States  for  resuming  the  consideration 
of  it,  at  a  cooTenient  season,  with  that  view ;  and 
if  in  the  meaatime.Bueh  an  informal  understand- 
ing should  be  snbstitoted  as  in  its  practical  effect 
wootd  remove  the  vexation  complained  of,  it 
might,  perhaps,  be  yet  possible  to  conduct  the  ne- 
gotiation to  a  result  which  would  not  be  unac- 
ceptabte  to  the  respective  Gk)vernments}  and  in 
pursuance  of  this  suggestion  the  British  Com- 
mrssioners  presetited  to  the  ondersigned,  on  the 
8th  day  of  November  last,  the  omcisl  note,  of 
which  a  copy  is  herewith  enclosed.  The  under- 
signed transmitted  to  their  Government  for  its 
consideration  a  copj  of  this  note,  together  with  a 
statement  of  the  circumstances  connected  with 
it,  and  without  giving  it  their  sanction,  agreed  in 
the  meantime  to  concur  with  the  British  Com- 
missioners, as  they  were  invited  to  do,  in  an  effort 
to  adjust  the  stipulations  of  a  treaty  upon  the 
remaining  objects  of  their  mission,  and  to  leave 
the  effect  of  what  sfaoald  be  so  adjusted  to  their 
Oovernment. 

It  appears  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  considers  this  collateral  proceeding  upon 
a  eoDcem     snch  paramount  importance  as  on- 
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saitable  to  the  oatuje  of  it,  aa  well  in  the  mode 
as  in  itt  terme.  Id  ibisopioioD  the  President  does 
but  coatioue  to  respect  the  coosideratiuns  vhich 
heretofore  induced  him  to  believe  that  ao  arraoge- 
ment  upoa  this  point  ou^ht  to  stipulate  with  pre- 
cisioa  against  the  practice  ia  questioa,  and  that 
the  maoner  of  it  would  properly  be  that  which 
should  be  chosen  for  the  arran^emcDt  of  the  other 
points  of  discussion ;  and  in  the  msiruetioos  which, 
in  conformity  with  that  opinion,  he  has  now  ^irea 
10  the  undersigned,  he  does  manifest  bis  reliance 
upon  the  spirit  of  Justice  and  amity  which  be  is 
awured  His  Majesty'a  GoTcrnmeot  will  bring  to 
the  renewed  connderation  of «  snbject,  so  inter- 
esting to  the  lights  and  feelings  of  a  friendly  na- 
tion, for  sach  CD  adjustment  of  this,  as  well  as  of 
every  other  question  belonging  to  the  relations  of 
ihe  two  countries,  as  shall  confirm  their  disposi- 
tions to  mutual  kindness  and  promote  the  happi- 
ness of  both. 

The  subject  of  compensation  will  perhaps  be 
sufficiently  explained  by  the  enclosed  copies  of 
two  notes  from  the  undersigned  to  Lord  Holland 
and  Lord  Auckland,  and  to  Lord  Howtck.  It  will 
appear,  from  the  last  of  these  notes,  that  this  sub- 
ject, for  which  the  projected  treaty  did  not  pro- 
ride,  was  not  to  be  affected  by  iij  but  on  the  con- 
trary that  the  rights  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the 
claims  of  their  citizens,  were  understood  to  be  re- 
served for  future  adjustment,  as  com|iletely  as  if 
no  treaty  had  bees  made }  and  it  will  occur  to 
Mr.  Canning  that  the  project  of  an  article  on  this 
point  which  they  had  the  honor  to  leave  with 
him  at  their  late  interview  is  in  the  spirit  of  that 
understanding,  and  is  besides  so  entirely  free  from 
objeetioDf  that  no  motive  is  likely  to  exist  against 
the  adoption  of  it. 

There  is  another  subject  to  which  the  under- 
signed bare  the  orders  of  the  President  to  invite 
the  attention  of  His  Majesty's  Oorernment,  as 
aflecting  materially  and  giving  a  new  and  unex- 
pected character  to  the  proposed  treaty.  They 
allude  to  the  written  declaration,  relative  to  the 
French  decree  of  the  2lst  of  November  last,  by 
which  His  Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  accom- 
panied their  signature  of  the  treaty;  a  declaration 
which,  in  its  actual  form,  creates  unnecessary  em* 
barrassments  in  the  way  of  an  acceptance  of  the 
treaty  by  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  persuade  themselves  that,  as 
this  proeeedio^,  to  which  no  sanction  was  given 
on  their  part,  imposed  on  the  United  States  no 
new  obligation,  and  could  only  be  intended  to  de- 
clare that,  in  sigoiog  or  ratifying  the  treaty,  it 
waa  understood  hf  Great  Britain  that  nothing 
contained  in  it  would  be  a  bar  to  any  measure, 
which  if  no  such  treaty  had  been  signed,  would 
be  lawful  as  a  measure  of  retaliation  against  her 
enemy,  aad  as  the  occasion  which  produced  it  doei 
not  now  appear  to  exist  as  then  supposed,  it  will 
not  be  thought  that  anything  is  sacrificed  by  with- 
drawing it  as  unnecessary. 

The  undersigned  request  Mr.  Canning  to  accept 
the  assnrancei  of  their  distinguished  consideratioo. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNBY. 


[Received  in       Honioe  and  Mr.  Piikli«y's  teplA 

of  October  10.] 
Copy  of  Propoted  Ataviuiu- 

Article  3.  Omit  the  words  ■'and  sailing  dirw 
from  the  ports  of  the  said  States." 

Omit  the  words  "between  the  saidteniUfiei 
and  the  United  States,"  and  snbstilute  "wi&ike 
said  territories." 

After  the  words  near  the  end  of  the  first  put- 
graph,  "where  the  same  shall  be  onladen,"  iaiat 
^or  to  some  port  or  place,  or  pons  or  placa^ii 
China,  or  the  Indiao,  or  other  seas  bejroad  At 
Cape  of  Oood  Hope,  from  whence  the  saidTMi 
shall  proceed  aa  aforesaid  to  some  port  orpbeca 
America,  and  there  unlade  their  cargoes." 

After  the  words  "British  territories,"  nctiik 
beginning  of  the  second  paragraph,  insert  '«i6- 
out  the  special  permission  of  the  British  Gorai- 
meat  there." 

After  the  words  ''  St.  Helena,"  near  the  eMOt 
the  article,  insert  "or  at  such  other  placesaiMf 
be  in  the  possesaioB  of  OreM  Britain  la  ^Ain- 
can  or  Indian  seas." 

At  the  end  of  the  article  add,  "and  it  is  Ma 
agreed  that  if  any  other  trade  in  and  with  ik 
said  British  territories  in  the  Bast  Indies  thuB 
hereby  authorized,  or  any  other,  or  greater  rigto 
or  adrantages  in  respect  thereof,  shall  be  gnoKi 
or  permitted  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of 
European  nation,  the  same  AaXl  beeomiiHOii 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

Article  6.  At  the  end  of  the  first  patsftl^ 
insert  ''nor  shall  any  higher  duties  or  cba^" 
imposed  in  one  couotryentbe  exportation  of 
articles  to  the  ports  of  the  other,  than  socb  sfiR 
payable  on  the  exportation  of  the  like  aiticlao 
every  other  Ibreign  country." 

Article  7.  Propose  to  strike  out  the  last  pi» 
graph. 

Article  8.  Omit  the  words  "on  just  «flne» 
of  having  on  board  enemy's  pn^>erty,  or  ofanj- 
ing  to  the  enemy  any  of  the  articles  whiebuc 
contraband  of  war." 

Omit  the  word  "other,"  immediately  follow»! 
these  words,  and  substitute  "any." 

Omit  the  words  "if  any  property  of  aaeataj 
should  be  found  on  board  such  vessd."  ^ 

Omit  the  words  "belonging  to  an  enemy «. 

Omit  the  word  "otberwiseT'' 

Article  9.  After  "tar  and  pitch,"  add  "tnrFf 
tine  and  rosin."  , 

Article  10.  At  the  end  of  the  first  psn^ 
introduce  a  definition  of  the  blockade, 
to  determine  what  characterizes  a  blockade,  wt 
denomination  is  given  only  to  a  port        jj?  I 
ia,  by  the  disposition  of  the  Power  which  blocWfl  | 
it  with  ships  stationary,  an  erident  danger  a 
entering."  . 

Article  11.  Omit  "during  the  present  W»& 
ities."  ^.  . 

After  the  word  "Europe."  which  immedi*;' 
follows  the  above  words,  insert  "  or  ebewheit  ^ 

Insert  the  same  words  after  the  word  "  Borojt 
in  the  second  branch  of  the  provision.  . 

After  the  word  "  paid,"  insert «  or  seemed  »»• 
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After  the  words  "  and  shtll,"  in  the  proviso 
aboar  dattes,  insert  "except  only  mahogany  and 
fustic." 

At  the  end  of  the  paragraph  which  precedes 
the  last  proviso,  introdoce  the  followiDg :  "  It  is 
n&dersWod  that  no  iaferenceis  to  be  drewa  from 
this  article,  to  affect  any  question  now  or  hereaf- 
ter to  be  judicially  dependiog.  touchiogihe  1^1- 
ity  or  illegality  of  a  direct  trade  from  uurope  or 
elseirhere,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  witli 
enemies'  colonies  beyond  the  CapeofOood  Hope." 

Article  12.  Omit  the  last  paragraph. 

And  the  following  words  in  the  Grst  paragraph, 
"except  for  the  purpose  hereafter  mentioned." 

Article  13.  In  the  first  paragraph  of  the  article 
omitibe  words,  "as  favorably  as  the  coarse  of 
the  war  then  existing  may  possibly  permit,  to- 
wards the  most  friendly  Power  that  may  rema  in 
neuter,"  &c.  and  the  words, "  as  much  as  possible." 
So  as  to  make  it  read  thus:  "According  to  the 
acknowledged  principles  and  rules  of  the  law  of 
nations,  aiHl  as  favorably  moreover  as  the  course 
of  the  war  then  exiirtiAg  may  possibly  permit,  to- 
wards the  moat  friendly  Power  that  may  remain 
neuter." 

Article  17  to  be  struck  oat,  and  the  following 
tabe  sabstitated:  "  The  ships  of  war  and  priva- 
teers of  the  two  nations,  as  well  as  tbeir  prizes, 
■hall  be  treated  in  their  respectire  porta  as  those 
of  the  nation  moat  favored." 

Article  19.  The  two  last  paragraphs  to  be  struck 
oat. 

Article  23  to  stand  thus:  <*  It  is  agreed  that,  in 
ease  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  any  addi- 
tional adraatajres  in  navigation  or  trade  to  any 
other  onion,  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other 
party  thall  fully  particiinte  therein  freely,  where 
II  is  freely  granted  to  such  other  natioii,  or  on 
yielding  the  same  compensatioa  where  the  grant 
H  conditional." 

Ihdbhhitt  Artiolb. 

Complaints  having  been  made  by  divers  mer- 
chants and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
that  during  the  war  in  which  His  Majesty  is  en- 
gaged, they  have  sustained  loss  and  damage  by 
rcBsoo  of  the  irregular  or  illegal  captures  or  con- 
demoations  of  their  vesitels  and  other  property, 
undercolor  of  authority  or  commission  from  His 
Uajetty,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  a  communica- 
tion from  Lord  Hawkesbury  to  Mr.  King,  of  the 
llih  April,  1801,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed  to 
this  treaty;  or  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Merry  to  Mr.  Madison,  of  the  ISth  April, 
1801,  of  which,  also,  a  copy  is  hereto  annexed ;  or 
otherwise,  contrary  to  the  known  and  established 
nileaof  the  law  of  nations;  and  the  said  merchaots 
ud  others  having  further  complained  that  fiill 
ud  complete  redress  forthesaid  losses  and  dama- 
ges has  not  been,  and  cannot  be,  for  varbus  causes, 
oad  and  obtained  in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  judicial 
proceedings,  His  Majesty  ngrees,  that  he  will, 
without  deta]^,eanse  the  most  effectual  measures 
to  be  taken,  in  concert  with  the  United  States, 
for  an  impartial  examination  of  the  said  com- 
puiau;  and  that  be  will  cause  foU  ud  eom^ete 


reparation  to  he  made  therenpon  to  )he  parties 
entitled,  as  jastiet,  and  equity,  and  the  nature  of 
the  respective  eases,  aball  appear  to  require. 


Messrs.  Monioe  and  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London,  October  22, 1807. 

SiR!  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  en- 
closed, a  duplicate  of  our  joint  letter  to  you  by 
Dr.  Bullns,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  project  of 
alterations  to  which  it  refers,  and  which  could 
not  be  prepared  in  time  to  be  sent  with  the  origi- 
nal. We  also  enclose  a  prrinted  copy  of  the  act 
of  Parliament  relative  to  an  intercourse  by  sea 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  North 
American  colonies,  of  which  a  manaseript  copy 
has  been  transmitted. 

Since  the  departure  of  Dr.  Bullus,  communica- 
tions have  taken  place  between  Mr.  Canoins  and 
ourselves,  with  which  it  is  proper  that  you  snonld 
be  made  acquainted. 

On  the  15th  instant  we  received  from  Mr.  Can- 
ning a  note,  requesting  a  eoaferenee  on  the  fol- 
lowing Saturday,  (the  17th,)  aecompaitied  by  a 
note,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  explanatory  of 
the  purpose  for  which  the  conference  was  desired. 
Our  reply  was  merely  that  we  should  wail  on  him 
at  the  time  proposed.  Mr.  Canning  opened  this 
conference  by  observinif,  that  before  he  stated  the 
view  which  his  Qovernment  had  taken  of  the 
subject  to  which  his  note  alluded,  he  had  to  re- 
quest, if  we  saw  no  objection  to  it,  an  explanation 
of  that  part  of  our  official  note  of  the  24lhof  July, 
which,  speaking  of  the  written  declaration  of  the 
British  Commissioners  of  the  31st  of  December 
last,  suggests  an  opinion,  that  the  occasion  which 
produced  it  "does  not  now  appear  to  exist  aa 
then  supposed."  He  then  read  the  concluding 
paragraphs  of  the  declaration,  and  observed,  that 
It  was  with  a  view  to  the  reservation  contained 
in  them,  that  hia  inquiry,  which  we  might  be  aa- 
sured  bad  the  most  friendly  motive,  was  made. 
We  replied,  by  statinf^  with  exactness  the  real 
foundation  of  the  opinion  in  question,  wbieh,  as 
he  seemed  to  wish  it,  we  promised  to  repeat  in  a 
note,  to  be  sent  to  him  without  delay.  A  copy  of 
the  note  afterwards  delivered  to  him,  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  engagement,  beloff  among  the  enelo- 
sares,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  it  for  the  substance 
of  what  was  stated  by  ns  upon  this  point  in  con- 
versation. 

Mr.  Canning  closed  this  interview  by  saying, 
that  he  feared  it  would  be  necessary  to  postpone 
what  he  had  fnrther  to  communicate  uotil  another 
opportunity;  and  requested  us  to  meet  him  again 
on  Monday,  the  19th.  Supposing  that  he  was 
not  in  town  on  Sunday,  and  that  nothing  would 
be  gained  by  sending  in  our  promised  note  before 
the  time  appointed  for  oar  adjonmed  conference, 
we  took  the  note  with  us,  a  n  d  deli  vered  it  oarselve^ 
on  Monday.  Mr.  Canning  appeared  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  explanation,  to  which  we  thought  it  our 
duty  strictly  to  confine  ourselves;  but  he  did  not 
seem  to  be  prepared  10  proceed  with  the  confer- 
ence, and  intimated  that  he  would  be  glad  to 
moec  08  again  for  that  porpoie  or  the  ThnrsdRf 
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or  Friday  following,  and  woold  give  us  Dotice 
which  ofthose  daya  would  be  most  conrenieot. 

A  proclamalioD  relative  to  [be  searching  of  ibe 
nationat  and  merchant  vessels  of  neutral  Powers 
for  British  seamen,  having  appeared  in  the  Lon- 
don Gazette  on  the  17th,  (wiih  which  the  oews- 
papers,  already  forwarded,  and  now  sent,  will 
make  you  acquaiuted,)  we  thought  this  a  suitable 
oecasioo,  of  which  it  was  incambeDton  us  to  take 
advantage,  for  leadiog  to  aa  explanation  of  that 
fvoeeediog.   We  began  by  expressing  a  hope  that 
this  paper  was  not  intended  to  shut  the  door 
against  negotiation  and  concession  on  the  subject 
of  impressment  on  board  the  merchant  veoseb  of 
the  United  States,  upon  which  Mr.  Canning  al- 
ready knew  the  opinion  and  feeling  of  our  Gov- 
einment.   Mr.  Canning  replied,  that  the  procla- 
mation was  not  intended  to  have  that  effect;  thai 
it  was  simply  a  statement  of  the  principles  and 
practice  upon  the  points  to  which  it  relates,  which 
the  British  Government  understood  to  be  war* 
ranted  by  public  law  and  long  established  usage ; 
that  such  a  statement  did  not  exclude  the  idea  of 
amicable  discussion  and  adjustment  with  a  Power 
which  fiiTored  a  difierent  doctrine,  and  sought  for 
she  introduction  of  a  different  practice;  that,  as  it 
did  no  more  than  declare  with  truth  and  precision 
the  past  and  actaal  slate  of  their  rules  o|mn  these 
interesting  points,  no  more  was  done  by  it  to  shut 
the  <toor  against  negotiation  and  arrangement 
with  the  United  Statn.  thaa  would  have  been 
done  without  it  by  the  mere  operation  of  the  rules 
themselves,  of  which  it  was  declaratory;  that, 
while  in  this  view,  it  could  have  no  inconvenient 
effect,  it  was  manifestly  useful,  and  imperiously 
required  in  another;  that  it  was  indispensably 
necessary,  for  the  information  of  their  naval  com- 
manders, especially  upon  distant  stations,  who, 
after  what  had  lately  happened,  would,  without 
some  such  guide,  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  lo 
regulate  their  conduct,  and  would  thus  he  exposed 
to  the  perpetual  hazard,  either  of  falling  short  of 
their  duty  or     exceeding  it,  in  matters  of  the 
highett  moment ;  that  it  was  ao  far  from  being 
meant  to  wear  an  unfriendly  appearance,  or  to 
increase  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  a  good  under- 
standing with  our  country,  that  it  was  beliered 
by  His  Majesty's  Government  to  exhibit  their  dis- 
position to  conciliation  in  a  way  not  to  be  mis- 
taken, and  to  faeilitate  the  establishment  of  such 
an  understanding;  thatthe  proclamation  had  been 
prepared  nearly  three  months  ago,  but  bad  not 
been  published  until  it  was  ascertained  that  the 
subject  of  if  could  not  be  affected  by  any  negotia- 
tion, of  which  the  result  could  soon  be  known ; 
that  the  effect  of  Mr.  Rose's  missioo,  whatever 
might  be  hoped,  coald  not  appear  for  scMne  months, 
ana  that,  in  the  meantime,  it  seemed  to  be  pro- 
per, that  without  changing  the  state  of  things  to 
the  prejudice  of  either  party,  th«r  wrj  should  not 
be  lefl  to  oonjectnre their  duty  on  subjects  of  sneh 
delicacy  and  iroportanec,  upon  which  so  much 
kad  oeenrred  to  produce  misconception  and  irri- 
tation ;  that  it  was  impossible  to  consider  in  con- 
■exion  his  (Mr.  Canning's)  first  note  to  Mr.  Moa- 
ne,  npoa  iIm  nce^tt  of  inteUigeooe  of  the  afiur 


of  the  Leopard  and  Cbevapeake,  the  fwomptitoile 
with  which  the  King's  Government  had  disavow- 
ed the  intention  of  asserting  a  claim  to  search 
national  ships  for  deserters,  the  ex^ieit  prohits- 
tion  of  such  a  practice  in  the  proclamation,  sta 
time  when  it  was  very  generally  maintained  by 
the  press,  and  notoriously  coootenam;ed  by  pub- 
lic opinion  as  lawful,  expedient,  and  esaeaiUl; 
and  the  mission,  which  was  abootto  proceed  to 
the  United  States,  without  being  peranadcd  tbit, 
in  the  transaction  in  question,  the  views  of  Gov- 
ernmeot  were  of  the  most  friendly  character. 

These  explanations  were  ftdlowed  by  othen  of 
a  less  satisfactory  description.  He  said,  in  ^ 
progress  of  the  conversation,  that  be  ought  not  to 
leave  as  under  the  impression  that  there  wasaaf 
prospect  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britaia 
could  recede  from  its  declared  pretensions  reb- 
tive  to  searching  on  the  high  seas  the  merehtat 
ships  of  neutral  nations  for  British  seamen ;  that 
the  present  state  of  the  world,  and  the  nature  aad 
mode  of  that  hostility  which  France  is  now  wag- 
ing against  this  couury,  of  which  th«  great  iastm- 
ment  was  avowed  to  he  the  ajrslemmue  exclam 
of  the  trade,  productions,  and  roanafiacturcs  af 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  from  their  onil 
markets,  rend«ed  it  to  the  last  degree  haizaxdoai, 
'■■  if  not  absolutely  impracticable,  to  stipulate  fbrtht 
ahandoomeot  of  a  practice  towfaich  the  UTyaai 
people  of  Eneiand  attached  so  much  impOTtanet 
even  althouga  the  Government  should  itsdf  be 
persuaded  that  it  might  be  done  with  safety. 

We  endeavored  to  impress  upon  Mr.  Canmif 
the  unforiuoBie  influence  which  such  tuws  aari 
sentiments  could  not  fail  to  have  upon  aoT  acgo- 
tiatioQ  which  might  be  attempted,  in  whateva 
form  between  the  two  countries.  But,  altboafh 
his  manner  was  as  conciliatory  as  it  could  be,  he 
did  not  allow  us  to  believe  that  these  seotimean 
would  be  relinquished,  or  consequentlj  ttiat  Us. 
Rose  would  have  powers  qpon  the  genml  tope 
of  impressment. 

We  have  not  since  heard  from  Mr.  Ganaiag, 
but  are  every  moment  tn  expectation  of  an  ap- 
pointment for  another  interview. 

We  deem  it  to  be  so  important  that  yon  AonU 
be  in  possession  of  the  foregoing  details  before  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  takes  its  eonw 
relative  to  Mr.  Rose's  mission,  that  we  bare  de 
termined  to  seikd  this  despatch  by  Mr.  Rose  bi» 
self/  who  is  so  good  as  to  offer  to  take  charge 
our  letters.  As  he  sails  immediately  ia  a  frigaH 
now  at  Portsmouth,  the  presumptioo  is  that  he 
will  arrive  before  Mr.  Monroe,  woo  will  aail  ins 
few  days  in  the  Augustus  for  Norfolk. 

We  shall  add  in  a  postscript  aay  things  tbatshsi 
occur  before  Mr.  Rose  leaves  town. 

We  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  re- 
spec  t  and  eonsidention,  your  most  obedicM,  bn*^ 
ue  servants, 

JAMES  MONROE, 
WILUAH  PINKNHT. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Canning's  note,  (crroneoaslr  date' 
on  the  17th  instead  of  the  15th  instant,)  of  wteh 
a  copy  is  enclosed,  statea  Aa  existmee  of  a 
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tuil  UDdersiaBding  between  hiai  and  as,  "  by 
wbkh,  on  the  receipt  of  the  fint  accounts  of  the 
onfortuoate  encounter  between  the  Leopard  and 
the  Chesapeake,  we  agreed  to  coBfioe  our  official 
diieiissioDs  to  that  Binele  GubjeBt  uotil  it  should 
be  finally  adjusted."   It  may  not  be  improper  to 
mention,  alinough  the  fact  ts  of  no  real  impor- 
tance that  this  statement  is  iDaccqnte.   Upon  the 
receipt  of  intelligence  that  the  proposed  treaty  of 
O^eember  last  ¥ras  not  likely  to  be  accepted  by 
our  GoTernment,  there  wtis  an  understanding  (as 
heretofore  explained  to  you)  that  it  might  be  ne- 
cessary to  suspend  our  proceedings,  uuttl  the  ar- 
rival of  more  precise  iniormatioa  upon  that  point, 
and  perhaps  until  the  arrival  of  our  instructions, 
Mr.  Canning  confounds  that  epoch  with  the  more 
recent  one  to  which  he  alludes.   His  conduct  in 
forbearing  to  press  our  negotiation  after  the  afiair 
of  tiie  Chesapeake  was  known  was  undoubtedly 
Boch  as  we  approved  and  desired,  but  it  did  not 
arise  oat  of  any  agreement  with  us. 

P.  S.  October  21tb.  We  received  yesterday  a 
not*  from  Mr.  Cannbg  dated  the  22J,  tratumit- 
ting  the  answer  of  this  Qoveroment  to  oar  note 
of  the  24th  July.  Copies  of  these  papers  are  en- 
ciosed. 

JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINKNBT. 
Jahu  Madibok,  Eb^.,  &e. 

[Referred  to  in  tho  preceding  despatch.} 
Hr.  Cuming  to  Mr.  HcnrM  utd  Mr.  Pinknagr. 
FoREios  Offiob,  Oct.  17,  [Iff  J  1807. 

Gbntlbmeh:  The  mutual  understanding,  by 
which,  on  the  receipt  of  the  first  accounts  of  the 
unfortunate  encounter  between  the  Leopard  and 
the  Chesapeake,  we  agreed  to  confine  our  official 
discussions  to  tiiat  single  subject  until  it  should 
te  tioally  adjusted,  has  alone  prevented  me  from 
'eturning  long  ago  an  official  answer  to  your  note 
>f  the  24th  of  July. 

The  nature  of  Mr.  Monroe's  instructions  have 
infortuoately  precluded  that  settlement,  which 
tiis  Majesty's  Government  so  anxiously  desired, 
)rihe  question  respecting  the  Chesapeake,  by  ne- 
gotiation, between  that  gentleman  and  myself. 
3ut  that  question  being  now  put  into  a  train  of 
eparate  adjustment,  by  theappointment  of  aMio' 
iter  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty  to  proceed  to 
America  for  that  special  purpose,  and  the  return 
f  Mr.  Monroe  to  Atneriea  making  it  necessary 
aat  you  should  be  apprized  of  the  sentiments  of 
fis  Majesty's  Government  as  to  the  state'  in 
'hicb  the  treaty  signed  by  you  and  His  Majesty's 
^tnmissioners  on  tne  31st  oIj[December  last  is  left, 
f  the  refusal  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
'  ratify  that  instrument,  I  hare  to  request  a  con- 
rence  with  you  for  that  purpose  previous  to  Mr. 
[ooroe'B  departure. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  eonsid- 
atioD,  c^atlemeo,  your  most  obedient,  humble 
rvant, 

GEORGB  CANNING. 
Measrs.  Monaoi  «d  Pm knet. 


MaBin.  Monio*  and  Pii^n^  to  Mr,  CsDoing. 

LoMDOH,  October  18, 1807. 
Sir:  In  our  interview  of  yesterday  you  re- 
quested that  we  would  explain  rtie  ground  of  the 
opinion  (that  which  is  expressed  in  our  letter  to 
you  of  July  24)  that  tbe  occasion  which  induced 
the  British  Commissioners  to  present  to  us  the 
note  of  the  31st  December  preceding  had  ceased 
to  exist. 

We  hasten  to  complr  with  that  request,  as  we 
vball  do  to  give  an  explanation  of  any  other  paa- 
sase  in  that  letter  which  you  may  desire. 

We  were  of  opinion,  at  the  time  that  the  Brit- 
ish Commissioners  presented  to  us  that  paper,  that 
tbe  decree  of  tbe  Gorerimient  of  France,  to  which 
it  related,  onght  not  to  be  considered  applicable 
to  tbe  United  Stales,  because  such  a  construction 
was  plainly  repugnant  to  the  treaty  subsisting  be- 
tween the  UnitedSiatesand  France,  and  likewise 
because  the  decree  might  be  understood  to  relate 
only  to  France  and  the  dominions  subject  to  her 
arms.  We  alluded,  however,  in  our  letter  of  July 
24,  to  circumstances  which  had  occurred  since  the 
date  of  the  decree,  asfixing  nnequivocally  an  inter- 
pretation of  it  which  we  at  first  supposed  to  be 
reasonable. 

Great  anxiety  having  been  excited  by  a  differ- 
ent construction  which  many  believed  tbe  decree 
to  be  susceptible  of,  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  requested  of  the  Minister  of  Marine, 
who  was  charged  with  its  execution,  an  explana- 
tion of  the  sense  in  which  it  was  understood  by 
bis  Oorernment,  who  assured  him  that  it  was  not 
intended  that  it  should  in  any  degree  interfere 
with  the  prorisions  of  the  Treaty  of  1800  between 
the  United  States  and  France. 

We  relied  also  upon  the  fad,  not  only  that  no 
countenance  had  been  given  by  any  praetiee  or 
judicial  decision  in  France  to  a  different  eonttrae- 
tion,  but  that  the  practice  was  in  precise  conform- 
ity with  the  view  above  suggested ;  and  that,  in  a 
cause  in  which  the  question  had  been  formally 
brought  into  discussion,  the  court  had  sanctioned 
the  conclusion  that  the  treaty  between  the  two 
nations  was  to  be  exactly  fulfilled,  and  that  the 
decree  was  to  be  so  construed  as  not  to  infringe  it. 

We  think  it  proper  to  confine  ourselves  to  the 
explanation  which  you  bave  desired  of  the  pas- 
sage alluded  to  in  our  former  letter,  and  not  to 
enter  io  this  communication,  in  any  other  respect, 
on  the  subject  of  the  paper  with  which  il  b 
connected. 

We  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideratioo.sir,  your  most  obedient-humbleserraDts, 
JAMES  MONROE, 
WILLIAM  PINENBT. 
Right  Hon.  Gborqe  Canxino. 

Mr.  Canning  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Ptekney. 

FoBEiGN  Office,  Oct.  22, 1807. 
GsirrLUiEV :  The  considerations  which  hare 
hitherto  suspended  our  communication  on  the 
subject  of  the  treaty  retorned  from  America  har- 
ing  ceased  by  (he  termination  of  the  disenaion 
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between  Mr.  Monroe  and  myself  respecting  the 
encounter  between  the  Leopard  and  the  Chesa- 
peake, I  bare  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you 
the  answer  which  I  have  been  commanded  by  His 
Majesty  to  return  to  your  note  of  the  24lh  of  July. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  consideration, 
ffentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  humble  servant. 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkhbt,  &c. 

The  undersigned,  His  Majesty's  principal  Sec- 
retary of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  returning 
an  answer  to  the  official  note  with  which  Messrs. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney  have  accompanied  their 
communication  of  the  copy  of  the  treaty  which 
has  been  sent  back  unratified  from  America,  is 
commanded^  in  the  first  place,  to  inform  the  Amer- 
ican Commissioners  that  His  Majesty  cannot  pro- 
fess himself  to  be  satisfied  that  the  American 
Qoreromeni  has  taken  any  effectual  steps  with 
respect  to  the  decree  of  France,  by  which  the 
whole  of  His  Majesty's  dominions  are  declared 
in  a  slate  of  blockade,  as  to  do  away  the  ground 
of  that  reservation  which  was  contained  in  the 
note  delivered  by  His  Majesty*s  Commissioners  at 
the  time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty ;  but  that, 
reserving  to  himself  the  right  of  takingj  in  con- 
sequence of  that  decree,  and  of  the  omission  of 
any  effectual  interposition  on  the  part  of  neutral 
nations  to  obtain  its  revocation,  such  measures  of 
retaliation  as  His  Majesty  might  judge  ex{wdient, 
it  was  nevertheless  the  desire  and  determination 
of  His  Majesty,  if  the  treaty  had  been  sanctioned 
by  the  ratification  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  have  ratified  it  on  His  Majesty's  part, 
and  to  hare  given  the  fullest  extent  to  all  its 
stipulations. 

Some  of  [he  considerations  upon  which  the  re- 
fusal of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to 
ratify  the  treaty  is  founded,  are  such  as  can  be 
matter  of  diseaasion  only  between  the  American 
Government  and  its  Commissioners ;  since  it  is 
not  for  His  Majesty  to  inquire,  whether,  in  the 
conduct  of  this  negotiation,  the  Commissioners  of 
the  United  States  have  failed  to  cooform  them- 
selves in  any  respect  to  the  instructions  of  their 
Government. 

In  order  to  determine  the  course  which  His 
Majesty  has  to  pursue  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
transaction,  it  is  sufficient  that  the  treaty  was  con- 
sidered by  those  who  signed  it  as  a  complete  and 
perfect  instrument.  No  engagemeots  were  en- 
tered into  oD  the  part  of  ifis  Majesty,  as  con- 
nected with  the  treaty,  except  such  as  appear  up- 
on the  face  of  it.  Whatever  encouragement  may 
have  been  given  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners 
to  the  hope  expressed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
United  States,  that  discussions  might  thereafter 
be  entertained  with  respect  to  the  impressment 
of  British  aeanen  from  merchant  vessels,  must 
be  understood  to  have  bad  in  view  (he  renewal  of 
such  discussions,  not  a^  forming  any  part  of  the 
treaty  then  signed,  (as  the  American  Commis- 
sioners appear  to  have  been  instructed  to  assume,) 
but  separately,  and  at  some  subsequent  period 
nu»e  uvorable  to  their  successful  termiimtion. 


But  the  alterations  proposed  by  the  Preiidnt 
of  the  United  States  in  the  body  of  the  tKUj 
thus  formally  concluded,  appear  lo  require  rant 
particular  oraervations. 

The  undersized  is  commanded  dblinellrio 
protest  against  a  practice  altogether  uaasaaf  ii 
the  political  transactions  of  States,  by  which  ik 
American  Government  assumes  to  itself  the  pnT- 
ilege  of  revising  and  altering  agreements  eondi- 
dedand  signed  on  its  bebau  oy  its  agent*  dilf 
authorized  for  that  purpose ;  of  retaining  so  min 
of  those  agreements  as  may  be  favoraUe  to  in 
own  viewF,  and  of  rejecting  such  stipolatioa^v 
such  parta  of  stipulations,  as  are  cooceired  lobe 
sufficiently  benetacial  to  America. 

If  the  American  Government  has  a  right  too- 
ercise  such  a  revision,  an  equal  right  caDDotlit 
denied  to  others ;  and  it  is  obvious  that  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  practice  by  both  parties  to  a  tmrr 
would  tend  to  render  negotiation  iadefiaitr,ud 
settlement  hopeless;  or  rather  to  supersede  alio- 
gether  the  practice  of  negotiation  throa{bii> 
thorized  Commissioners,  and  to  make  every  tifr 
cleof  a  compact  between  State  and  Stale  ikt 
snbject  of  repeated  reference  and  of  endlw  dis- 
cussion. The  alteration  of  parUeular  artielaii 
a  treaty,  after  the  whole  has  been  carefoUrad- 
jiuted  and  arranged,  must  necessarily  opea  tk 
whole  to  renewed  deubefattoo.  The  demsadi  of 
one  party  are  not  to  be  considered  as  abulu^ 
nor  the  concession  of  the  other  as  uncoaditioul- 

What  may  have  been  given  on  the  one  hud. 
in  consideration  of  advantage  to  be  derived  in  I^ 
turn  for  accompanying  stipulations,  might  htn 
been  refused  if  those  stipulations  had  heeniest 
favorable,  and  must  necessarily  be  withdnvaif 
they  are  changed. 

It  cannot  be  admitted  that  any  Goreniiaait 
should  hold  those  with  whom  it  treats  to  ill 
that  has  been  granted  by  them  in  iu  favor^teUx- 
iog  at  the  same  time  on  its  part  the  reeipnxil 
conditions  for  which  its  own  faith  has  bees  an 
gajged ;  or  that,  after  having  obtained  by 
ation  akoowledge  of  the  utmost  extent  of  couct- 
sion  tu  which  tu  other  eontractiog  party  ii  (l>^ 
pared  to  consent  in  the  conclusion  of  a  tteatj,ii 
should  require  yet  further  concession,  withoal 
equivalent,  as  the  price  of  its  ratification. 

The  undersigned  is  therefore  commanded  to  ap- 
prize the  American  Commissioners  ihat,allhoii(t 
His  Majesty  will  heat  all  times  ready  to  lisieoK 
any  suggestions  for  arranging  in  an  amicable  tfj 
advantageous  manner  the  respective  ioteresti « 
the  two  countries,  the  proposal  of  the  Presido' 
of  the  United  States  for  proceeding  to  negoiiitt 
anew  upon  the  basis  of  a  treaty  already  solemilr 
concluded  and  signed,  is  a  proposal  wholly  iw' 
missible.  And  His  Majesty  has  therefore  noof 
tion,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  ib> 
transaction,  hut  to  acquiesce  in  the  refusal  of 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ratify  the  ireaiT 
signed  on  the  31st  December,  1S06. 

The  undersigned  requests  Messrs  Monroe  •» 
Pinkney  to  accept  the  asnraoces  of  his  high  eat 
sideration. 

QBOROB  CANNma. 
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Hr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Madiaoa. 

LoNDOn,  October  28, 1807. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a 
correspondefice  wilh  Mr.  CanniD^.  loilctiing  a 
difficult)'  whicb  he  supposed  Mr!  Rose  might  ex* 
perience  to  eDtering  the  bay  of  Cbeiapeake,  io 
coDMi^ueoceof  the  proelamatiDo  of  thePresiileat. 
Ib  theioterriewiDvited  by  his  Isstnoiel  expiressed 
my  surprise  that  any  iloabt  should  exist  on  the 
sflbject  of  it.  and  assured  him  that  Mr.  Ptokney 
ind  myself  would  be  responsible  for  Mr.  Rose's 
prompt  admission  into  our  harbors,  and  arrival  at 
Watbio^on,  without  sufferiog  the  slightest  mo- 
lestation ;  on  the  contrary,  that  he  should  receive 
every  itteDtion  and  facility  on  the  route  which  he 
mignt  require.   I  told  him  that  do  document  from 
M  would  be  necessary  for  that  purpose;  but  that, 
to  pat  the  question  beyond  all  donbt,  we  would 
give  him  a  passport,  which  should  go  to  every 
object  in  detail,  and  that  we  would  aU6  give  him 
lellers  of  iatroduction  to  the  Governors  of  Mary- 
Uod  and  Virginia,  the  States  through  which  he 
would  pass,  to  be  taken  advaote^e  of  if  he  found 
that  they  would  be  useful.    With  this  explaoa- 
tioD  and  arrangement  Mr.  Caaniog  was  satisfied. 

I  also  sead  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Rose,  Sen.,  and  my  answer  relative  to  the  mission 
of  bis  SOD  to  the  United  States.  Althoagh  Mr. 
Rosens  letter  is  unofficial,  I  have  thought  it  proper, 
in  eoosideration  of  bis  near  connexion  with  the 
Minister  and  station  in  the  Gtovemment,  to  eom- 
mooicate  it. 

I  leave  this  to-morrow  to  meet  in  the  channel 
the  Augustas,  the  ship  in  which  I  propose  to  sail 
with  niy  family  to  the  United  Slates.  She  has 
left  this  port^  and  is  on  her  way  to  Porteraouth, 
where  she  will  receive  us.  Mr.  Rose,  hy  going 
in  a  frigate,  will  most  probably  arrive  before  me, 
and  even  before  Doctor  BuUus.  It  is  important 
thai  you  should  possess  all  the  information  which 
I  can  give  respecting  the  business  in  which  1  have 
been  lately  eegaged  with  Mr.  Canning,  and  of  Mr. 
Rose's  misstOD,  at  the  moment  of  his  arrival.  I 
have  therefore  thoaght  it  adnsaUe  to  commit  to 
him  this  letter,  and  a  copy  of  mv  oorrespondeoce 
with  Mr.  Canning,  as  Mr.  PinVoey  aud  I  have 
done  our  joint  despatch.  I  expect  to  be  at  sea  in 
a  week  from  this  date,  and  shall  proceed  to  Wssh- 
iogton  immediatety  after  my  arrival  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  commuDieate  to  you  such  farther 
iofcntnatioa  as  I  may  have  relative  to  the  import- 
ant eoDcerns  of  ottreoaatry  in  which  I  have  wen 
em|rfoyed. 
1  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


No.  16. 

[EacioMd  in  Mr.  Monroe's  despatch  of  October  36.} 
Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

FoREioN  Officb,  <Sep/.  23»  1807. 
Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  the  King  mjr  OMster 
the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receve  from 
foa  OD  the  8th  of  this  mouth. 
B«fore  I  proceed  to  observe  opoii  that  part  of  it 
lOthCoir.  IstSsss.— 84 


which  relates  more  immediately  to  the  qoestion 
now  at  issue  between  our  two  Qovernments,  I 
am  commanded  in  the  first  instance  to  express  the 
surprise  whiob  is  felt  at  the  total  omission  of  a. 
subjeoiapon  which  Ihad  already  been  commanded 
to  apply  to  you  for  iofurmation — the  proclamation 
purported  to  have  been  issued  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Of  this  paper,  when  last  I  ad- 
dressed you  upon  it,  you  professed  not  to  have 
any  knowledge  beyond  what  the  ordinary  chan- 
nels of  public  information  afibrded,  nor  any  au- 
thority to  declare  it  to  be  authentic. 

I  feel  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  renew  my  in- 
quiry on  this  subject.  The  answer  which  I  may 
receive  from  you  is  by  no  means  unimportant  to 
the  settlement  of  the  discussion  which  has  arisen 
from  the  encooater  between  the  Leopard  and  the 
Chesapeake. 

The  whole  of  the  question  arising  out  of  that 
transaction  is  in  fact,  do  other  than  aqueatioa  as  to 
the  amount  of  i^ratioo  doe  by  HisMajesty  for  the 
unauthorized  act  ofhisofficer:  and  you  win  there* 
fore  readily  perceive  that,  in  so  far  as  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  have  thought  pro- 
per to  take  that  reparation  into  their  own  bands, 
and  to  resort  to  measures  of  retaliation,  previously 
to  any  direct  application  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment or  to  the  British  Minister  in  America  for 
redress,  in  so  far  the  British  Qovernment  is  entitled 
to  take  such  measures  into  aecoQDt.  and  to  consid- 
er thnm  in  the  estimate  of  reparation  which  is 
acknowledged  to  have  been  original^  due. 

The  total  exclusion  of  all  ships  of  war  belong- 
ing to  one  of  two  belligerent  parties,  while  the 
ships  of  war  of  the  other  were  protected  by  the 
harbors  of  the  neutral  Power^  would  furnish  no 
light  ground  of  complaint  against  that  nentrat,  if 
considered  in  any  other  point  of  view  than  as  a 
measure  of  retaliation  for  a  pravious  injury ;  aod, 
so  considered,  it  cannot  but  be  necessary  to  ukeit 
into  account  in  the  adjustment  of  the  original  dis- 
pute. 

I  am,  therefore,  distinctly  to  repeat  the  inquiry 
whether  you  are  now  enabled  to  declare,  sir,  that 
the  proclamation  is  to  be  considered  as  the  aa* 
tbentic  act  of  your  Government?  And,  if  so,  I 
am  further  to  iaquire  whether  you  are  authorized 
to  notify  the  intention  of  your  Grovernmeot  to 
withdraw  that  proclamation,  on  the  knowledge  of 
His  Majesty's  disavowal  of  the  act  whiah  oecar 
siooed  its  publication  ? 

The  light  in  which  you  are  directed  to  repre- 
sent Admiral  Berkeley's  conduct,  and  the  descrip- 
tion which  you  give  of  the  character  of  the  meas- 
ure imputed  to  him,  that  "  he  acted  as  tf-  he  bad 
the  power  to  make  war,  and  to  decide  the  caiuea 
of  war,"  sufficiently  evince  the  necessity  of  com- 
prehending in  this  discossion  all  the  cireamstan- 
«es  which  have  ted  to  or  have  followed  the  action 
with  the  Chesapeake. 

Undoubtedly  the  atuck  upon  a  national  ship 
of  war  is  an  act  of  hostility,  and  the  very  essence 
of  the  charge  against  Admiral  Berkeley,  as  von 
represent  it,  is  the  having  taken  upon  himseli  to 
commit  an  act  of  hostility  withoat  the  previona 
authority  of  ius  Qovernment. 
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The  proTocatiott  which  inajr  hare  led  to  such 
an. act  wtthoat  vueh  prenoiu  authoritjr,  if  it  can- 
not justify,  may  possibly  ezleouate  it;  sk  the 
•teps  which  have  been  taken  in  reprisal,  though 
they  cannot  alter  the  eharacter  of  the  original  act, 
may  and  do  materially  afiect  every  questiou  coa- 
cerDiDK  the  reparation  claimed  for  it. 

On  tus  ground  it  is,  that,  while  I  am  command- 
ed to  repeat  to  you  (what  you  consider  so  satis- 
factory) that  the  general  and  unqualified  preten- 
sion to  search  ships  of  war  for  deserters  is  not  as- 
serted by  this  coantry,  I  am  precJoded  from  con- 
curring in  the  inference,  that  therefore  the  na- 
tional character  of  the  men  who  were  violently 
taken  from  on  board  the  Chesapeake  makes  no 
intt  of  the  preseut  qneition. 

If  the  ri^t  to  search  ships  of  war  for  deserters 
is  noi  insisted  upon  by  this  country,  it  is  not  be- 
eaiue  the  employment  and  the  detention  of  Brit- 
ish mariners  on  board  the  national  ships  of  any 
State  are  considered  as  less  injurious  towards 
Qreat  Britain  than  their  employment  on  board  of 
merebant  vessels,  fa  proposition  which  would  be 
manifestly  absord.)  It  is  not  intended  to  allow 
that  the  sailors  of  Great  Britain  would  be  justly 
employed  against  her  consent  in  foreign  ships  of 
war,  but  merely  that  redress  is,  in  that  case,  to  be 
sought  for  by  Governmeut  from  Qovernment,  and 
not  oe  summarily  enforced  by  the  unauthorized 
officer  of  any  of  His  IVIajesty's  ships  of  war. 

It  follows  from  this  reasoning,  that  not  oaly  the 
national  character  of  the  men  taken  out  of  the 
Chesapeake  is  matter  for  consideration,  but  that 
the  reparation  to  be  made  br  the  British  Govern- 
mcnt  to  that  of  the  United  States  would  depend, 
among  other  circamstances,  on  the  question,  whe- 
ther an  act,  which  the  British  Government  would 
be  justified  in  considering  as  an  act  of  hostility, 
had  been  committed  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  Btates  (in  refusing  to  discbarge  British 
seamen  in  their  national  service)  previously  to  the 
eommissioQ  of  an  act  of  hostility  of  an  officer  of 
His  Majesty  ? 

The  act  of  the  British  officer  would  still  be  an 
luauthorized  aci,aD<],as  such,  liable  to  complaint 
and  disapprobation ;  but  the  case,  as  between 
Government  and  Government,  would  be  materi- 
ally varied. 

.  At  the  same  time  that  I  offer  to  you  this  expla- 
nation of  the  principles  upon  whicti  His  Majesty 
has  authorized  me  to  discuss  with  yon  the  subject 
of  your  representation,  and  that  I  renew  to  you 
the  assarances  of  the  disposition  to  conduct  that 
discussion  in  the  most  amicable  form,and  to  bring 
it  to  a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  the  honor  and  to 
the  feeliofK  of  both  countries,  it  is  matter  of  regret 
that  you  should  have  been  instructed  to  annex  to 
the  demand  of  reparation  for  the  attack  of  the 
Leopard  upon  ihe  Chesapeake  any  proposition 
whatever  respecting  the  search  for  British  seamen 
in  merchant  vessels;  a  subject  which  is  wholly 
unconnected  with  the  case  of  the  Leopard  and  the 
Chesapeake,  and  which  can  only  tend  to  compli- 
cate and  embarrass  a  discussion  in  itself  of  suffi- 
cient delicacy  and  importance. 
In  stating  the  grounds  upon  which  your  Gov- 


ernment expect  with  confidence  that  "  the  whole 
subject  of  impressment  shall  be  uken  up  at  this 
time,"  and  that,  in  making  the  reparation  which 
is  claimed  for  tha  particular  injury  alleged  to 
have  been  sustained  by  the  United  States  in  the 
late  unfortunate  transaction  off  the  Capea  of  Vir- 
ginia, ''a  remedy  shall  be  provided  for  the  whole 
evil,"  you  appear  to  have  been  directed  to  assume 
that  this  act  jof  violence  (such  as  yon  describe  it) 
is  the  natural  and  almost  necessary  result  of  the 
practice  of  impressment  of  British  seamen  fron 
the  merchant  vessels  of  other  States ;  and  to  rep- 
resent the  particular  transaction,  and  the  genetal 
question  of  impressment,  as  "  identified  in  the 
feelings  and  sympathies  of  your  nation,  as  well 
as  in  the  sentimenL  of  your  Govcrameot." 

With  every  atteolion  doe  to  the  feeliogs  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States^  1  am  sure  you  will 
readily  allow  that  those  feehngs  cannot  properiy 
be  considered  as  affecting  the  merits  of  the  ca«^ 

The  first  ebullitions  of  national  senstbiltty  may 
very  naturally  have  communicated  .an  impulse  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  American  QovernmeDt,  bat 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  should  guide  the 
deliberate  opinions  and  conduct  of  the  Gioveni- 
ment  with  which  you  have  to  treat.  I  would  fei- 
ther  observe  to  you,  that  your  Government  cannot 
reasonably  ctaimanyadvautageinargumentfrom  j 
the  expressed  sense  of  its  own  people,  unless  it  be 
prepared  at  the  same  time  to  take  upon  itself  a 
responsibility  (which  there  is  no  desire  of  attri- 
buting to  it)  for  the  outrage  and  indecenc^r  with 
which,  upon  the  late  oceasionf  that  expression  hss 
in  too  many  instances  been  accompanied.  It  b 
better  for  temperate  reasoning,  andiasanredlr,.^ 
is  more  advantageous  for  the  Government  of  die 
United  States,  that  the  consideration  of  populu  I 
feeling  should  be  wholly  omitted  in  this  dtaens- 
sion. 

The  right  and  the  practice  of  which  yon  are 
instructed  to  complain  as  irreconcilable  with  jus- 
tice, and  intolerable  in  all  their  parts,  hare  Men 
exercised  by  Great  Britain  from  the  earliest  ages 
of  the  British  naval  power,  even  without  aay 
qualification  or  exception  in  favor  of  oatioaaL 
ships  of  war. 

The  gcoimd  upon  which  such  a  distinction  has 
been  admitted  in  later  times,  and  upon  which,  foe 
the  course  of  nearly  a  century,  the  Crown  has 
forborne  to  instruct  the  commaoders  of  its  ships 
of  war  to  saareb  foreign  ships  of  wac  for  deserteti, 
I  have  already  had  the  honor  to  ezplaia  to  yoit; 
and  you  will  nave  perceived  that  tnose  grooads 
are  wholly  inappUcable  to  ships  in  the  merchaat 
service. 

That  a  foreign  Power  will  not,  knowingly,  re- 
tain in  its  national  service  mariners,  the  natural 
born  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  who  have  been  re- 
called by  public  proclamation,  nuy  be  regarded 
as  a  presumption  arising  out  of  the  hostile  natore 
of  the  act,  and  out  of  the  probable  consegaeness 
to  which  such  an  act  of  hostility  must  lead.  | 

Bat  with  respect  to  merchant  vesseb  there  is  no 
such  presumption. 

When  mariners,  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  are  i 
employed  in  tb*  private  setTtce  of  foreiga  indi- 
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ridnals,  under  prirate  eiril  eontraeis,  the  Kiog^ 
mbjeets  and  the  foreign  indiridaals  with  whom 
ther  serre  enter  into  engagements  ioeoDsistent 
with  the  duty  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  towards 
him ;  bat  to  those  engagements'  the  GoTemment 
of  the  foreign  nation  has  not  made  itself  a  party. 

In  soch  ca^tes^  the  species  of  redress  which  the 
practice  of  all  times  has  admitted  and  sanctioned, 
IS  that  of  taking  those  subjects  at  sea  out  of  the 
serrice  of  such  foreign  indiriduals,  and  recalling 
them  to  the  discharge  of  that  preTi6us  and  para- 
moDot  duty  which  they  owe  to  th.eir  Sovereign 
and  to  their  country. 

That  the  exercise  of  this  right  invotres  some  of 
the  dearest  interests  of  Oreat  Britain,  your  Gov- 
ernment i.1  ready  to  acknowledge ;  and  has  ac- 
cordingly authonzed  yon  to  propose  certain  regu- 
lations which  you  apprehend  would  be  equivalent 
in  their  effect  for  the  preserration  of  tbe  interests 
concerned. 

There  will  be  no  indisposition  here  to  enter- 
tain, at  a  proper  time,  the  discussion  of  such  pro- 
posed regulation!*.  But  when  you  recollect  that 
many  proposals  to  this  effect  have  already  been 
brought  forward  and  have  been  found  wholly  in- 
admissiblej  when  you  have  yourself  recently  had 
occasion  to  experience  the  difiGcutty  of  framing 
any  satisfactory  arrangement  upon  the  subject, 
irirh  all  the  anxiety  which  is  properly  felt  by  both 
Qovemments  for  the  speedy  adjustment  of  the 
difference  between  them,  and  for  the  "  healing  of 
that  deep  wound"  which  you  state  to  have  been 
"inflicted  on  the  national  honor  of  the  United 
States,"  surety  it  is  not  well  advised  to  make  the 
termination  of  that  difference,  and  the  bealine  of 
that  wound,  dependent  wholly  on  the  comnfete 
success  of  an  attempt  which  has  already  oeen 
made  so  often,  and  which  has  hitherto  uniformly 
ftiled. 

Your  own  reasoning  shows  that  you  are  aware 
of  the  more  than  ordinary  difficulty  which  must 
attend  any  arrangement  for  the  prevention  of  de- 
sertion between  the  two  nations,  whose  similurity 
of  manners  and  habits  and  whose  identity  of  lan- 
guage interpose  so  many  impediments  to  the  dis- 
crimination of  "national character." 

To  these  circumstances,  and  not  (as  yon  almost 
seem  to  insinuate)  to  any  {wcutiar  harshness  to- 
ward the  United  States,  it  is  owing,  that  the 
exercise  of  tbib  right  as  with  respect  to  them,  is 
necessarily  more  frequent  tban  with  respect  to 
an^ir  other  nation  ^  and  it  is  felt  by  them  to  be  more 
rigid  and  vexattous.  But  those  eireumstances 
canuot  iuraish  an  argument  fbr  the  suspension  of 
the  erercise  of  the  right  with  respect  to  America, 
unless  it  be  contended  that  mnliiplieity  o(  frauds 
and  difficalcy  of  detection  are  reasons  against  sus- 
picion or  motives  for  acquiescence. 

As  little  foundation  is  there  for  complaint,  that 
the  practice  has  grown  out  of  the  recognition  of 
American  independence,  and  that  the  character 
of  that  event  is  affected  by  its  continuance. 

It  is  needless  to  repeat  tnat  these  rights  existed 
in  their  fullest  force  for  ages  previous  to  the  es- 
:ablisbrnent  of  the  United  States  of  America  as 
la  iodeiieDdent  Gtovernment ;  and  it  wouW  be 


diflBcult  to  contend  that  the  recognition  of  that 
independence  can  have  operated  any  change  in 
this  respect,  unless  it  can  be  shown  that,  in  ac- 
knowledgft^  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States^  Great  Britain  virtually  abdicated  her 
own  rights  as  a  naval  Power;  or  unless  there 
were  any  express  stipulations  by  which  the  an- 
cient and  prescriptive  usages  of  Great  Britain, 
founded  on  the  soundest  principles  of  natural  law, 
though  still  enforced  against  other  iudependebt 
nations  of  the  world,  were  to  be  suspended  when* 
ever  they  might  come  in  conract  with  the  inter* 
ests  or  the  feelings  of  the  American  people. 

I  would  Bow  recall  your  attention  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the-  question  respecting  the  late 
transaction  between  the  Leopard  and  the  Chesa- 
peake, which,  tin  the  receipt  of  your  letter.  1  im- 
agined to  be  the  only  question  actually  in  discus- 
sion  between  us,  and  in  consideration  of  the  deli- 
cacy and  pressing  importance  of  which  we  had, 
br  common  consent,  waived  the  consideration  of 
aft  other  matters  pending  between  our  two  Gbv- 
ernmenis. 

Into  the  discussion  of  this  question  lam  pre- 
pared to  enter,  with  what  disposition  on  the  part 
of  His  Majesty's  Government  to  consult  the  feel- 
ings and  the  honor  of  the  United  States  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  here  to  declarej  for  you  have 
yourself  done  justice  to  the  sincerity  of  that  dis- 
position. 

The  difficulties  in  the  way  of  such  adjustment 
are  alreadv  smoothed  by  the  disavowal,  volunta- 
rily offered  at  the  very  outset  of  the  discussion, 
of  the  general  aad  unqualified  pretension  to  search 
sh  ips  of  war  for  deserters.  There  remained  only 
to  ascertain  the  facts  of  the  particalar  ease,  ana 
to  proportion  the  reparation  to  the  nrong. 

Is  the  British  Government  now  to  understand 
that  you.  sir,  are  not  authorized  to  enter  into  thiv 
question  separately  and  distinctly,  without  having 
obtained,  as  a  preliminary  concession,  the  consent 
of  this  country  to  enter  into  discussion  with  re- 
spect to  the  practice  of  searching  merchant  ves- 
sels for  deserters  1 

Whether  any  arrangement  can  be  devised  by 
which  this  practice  may  admit  of  modification, 
without  prejudice  to  the  essential  rights  and  in- 
terests of  Great  Britain,  is  a  question  which,  as  I 
hare  already  said,  the  British  Government  may, 
at  a  proper  season,  be  ready  to  entertain;  but 
whether  the  consent  of  Great  Britain  to  the  en- 
tering into  such  dIsetKsiori  shall  be  extorted  as 
the  price  of  an  amicable  adjustment,  as  the  con- 
dition of  being  admitted  to  make  honorable  repa- 
ration for  an  injury,  is  a  question  of  quite  a  differ- 
ent Bort,  and  one  which  can  be  answered  no  other- 
wise tban  by  an  unqualified  reAisal. 

I  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  therefore,  to 
consider  whether  the  instructions  which  you  have 
received  from  your  Government  may  not  leave 
you  at  liberty  to  come  to  an  adjustment  of  the 
case  of  the  Leopard  and  the  Chesapeake,  inde- 
pendently of  the  other  question,  with  which' it 
appears  to  have  been  imnecessarily  connected. 

If  your  instructions  leave  you  no  discretion,  X 
cEDBot  press  you  to  act  in  contradiction  to  them. 
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In  that  ease  tbere  can  he  do  adrantage  in  parsu- 
ing  a  dlscussioD  which  you  are  not  authorized  to 
eoDclude;  and  I  shall  have  only  to  regret  that  the 
disposition  of  His  Majesty  to  terminate  that  dif- 
ference amicably  and  satisfactorily  is  for  the  pres- 
ent rendered  unavailing. 

In  that  case,  His  Maiesty,  in  pursuance  of  the 
disposition  of  which  he  has  given  such  signal 
proofs^  will  lose  no  time  in  sendipg  a  Minister  to 
America,  furnished  with  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions and  powers  for  bringiD|;  this  unfortunate 
dispute  to  a  couclusion  consistent  with  the  har- 
mony subsisting  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  But,  ia  order  to  avoid  the  iaeoa- 
Teoience  which  has  arisen  from  iha  mixedoaiure 
of  yonr  instructions,  that  Minister  will  not  be 
empowered  to  entertain,  as  connected  with  this 
subject,  any  proposition  respecting  the  search  of 
mercbant  vessels.. 

It  will,  however,  be  far  more  satisfactory  to 
His  Majesty  to  learn  that,  upon  reconsideration, 
you  think  yourself  authorized  to  separate  the  two 
qaestions. 

I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  express,  at  the 
mme  time,  the  sincere  pleasure  which  I  should 
feel  in  having  to  treat  with  you,  sir,  personally, 
for  the  re-estaUisbment  of  a  good  understandiug 
between  our  two  countries. 

1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mc  Canning. 
PoBTLAND  Place,  iSfepf.  29, 1807. 

Sib  :  I  have  had  Ibe  honor  to  receive  your  let- 
ter of  the  2:jd  of  this  month,  and  shall  transmit 
it  without  delay  to  my  Government. 

1  perceive  by  it,  with  great  regret,  that  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government  is  not  disposed 
to  enter  into  an  afraogement,  at  this  time,  of  all 
the  differences  that  have  arisen  between  our  Gov- 
ernments, respecting  the  impressment  of  seamen 
from  American  vessels  by  British  cruisers;  that 
it  is  witling  to  look  to  one  object  oaly,  the  late 
anrestUon,  and  provide  for  it,  while  the  other  is 
left  to  depend  on  futureadjuslment.  My  Govern- 
meot  bad  presumed  that  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  have  seen,  in  the  recent  and  greater 
injury,  a  strong  motive  for  bringing  the  whole 
•luyect  into  one  view,  aod  providtng  for  jt  at  the 
nme  time.  The  excess  of  the  latter  outrage 
could  not  fail  to  revive;  in  the  minds  of  the  suffer- 
ing party,  a  high  sense  of  former  injuries;  and  it 
was  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  great  injustice, 
inseparable  from  the  practice,  of  which  the  inci- 
dent furniRhed  so  striking  an  example,  would  have 
produced  between  our  Governments  the  most 
prompt  and  friendly  co-operation  in  the  means  of 
suppressing  it.  That  the  United  States  bavesuf- 
fered  a  greater  injury  by  a  recent  occurrence  than 
they  bad  done  before,  cannot  be  a  good  reason, 
andought  not  to  be  a  motive,  for  delaying  the 
redress  of  the  others,  especially  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  they  were  already  in  a  train  of  ami- 
(wble  accommodaiiuD  and  arrangement.  Since, 
however,  you  inform  me  that  His  Majesty's 


Government  is  unwilling  to  take  up  the  sub- 
ject in  a  combined  view,  it  is  unnecessary  for  mc 

to  press  it. 

You  ask  whether  I  am  authorized  to  separate 
this  latter  incident  from  the  general  practice,  and 
to  treat  it  as  a  distinct  topic  ?  On  this  point  I 
have  to  state,  that  my  instructions,  which  are  ex- 
plicit, enjoin  me  to  consider  the  whole  of  this 
class  of  injuries  as  an  entire  subject ;  and  so  inU- 
maleiy  connected  are  they  in  their  nature,  that  it 
seems  to  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  separate 
them  for  any  useful  purpose  to  either  party.  My 
Government,  being  sincerely  desirous  to  place  the 
relations  of  the  two  Powers  on  the  solid  basis  td 
pertnanent  friendship,  is  satisfied,  as  well  by  what 
has  occurred  in  the  general  practice  as  by  the 
more  awful  admonition  derived  from  the  late  in- 
cident, that  that  can  only  be  done  with  effect,  by 
mounting  to  the  source  of  the  evil,  and  providing 
an  adec^UBte  remedy  for  it.  In  pursuing  thisgrcai 
object,  It  is  my  duty  to  repeat  that  my  Govern- 
ment does  not  seek  to  coonne  the  remedy  propos- 
ed to  the  injuries  which  the  United  States  have 
suffered,  and  continue  to  suffer,  but  is  desirous  ta 
extend  it  to  those  also  which  are  complained  of 
by  Great  Britain.  Experience  has  sbowa  that 
both  partieit  coinplaio  of  injuries,  though  certsia- 
ly  of  a  very  different  character  and  less  ur- 
gent nature.  How  much  more  advisable,  theB^ 
IS  it  not,  in  every  view,  for  them  to  enter  into  an 
arrangement  wnich  shall  provide  an  adequate 
remedy  for  their  respective  injuries;  which  shall 
bind  the  honor  of  each  Government  to  do  what 
is  just  and  right  in  respect  to  the  other,  and  enhst 
the  feelings  of  each  nation  on  its  side,  than  to 
suffer  things  to  remain  longer  in  their  present 
state?  How  much  more  advantageous  would 
not  such  an  arrangement  be  likely  to  prove  to 
Great  Britain,  in  the  particular  object  which  she 
has  in  view,  than  her  adherence  to  a  practice 
which  rejects  a  means  which  could  not  fail  to  be 
more  productive;  a  practice  which  cannot  be 
maintained  in  principle ;  which  lends  by  immuta- 
ble causes,  that  ought  to  inspire  different  senti- 
ments in  the  parties  to  each  other,  to  great  and 
constant  abuse;  and  which  is  also  considered  by 
the  United  States  as  subversive  of  their  rights, 
and  degrading  tp  their  character  as  an  independ- 
ent Power?  ^ 

So  much  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  state,  in 
order  to  place  in  a  just  light  the  conduct  of  my 
Qovernmentott  the  present occasion,on  thiscrnt 
aod  very  touresting  subject  ofimpressment.  Wdl 
koowiog  its  desire  to  cultivate  the  most  frlwdly 
relations  with  Great  Britain,  on  just  and  hon- 
orable conditions,  it  would  be  highly  impropo' 
that  any  doubt  should  be  suflPered  to  exut  oa  that 
point. 

You  inform  me  that  His  Majesty  has  deter- 
mined,  in  case  my  instructions  do  not  permit  me 
to  separate  the  late  aggression  from  the  general 
practice  of  impressment,  to  transfer  the  tnisioess 
to  the  United  States,  by  comraittiog  it.to  a  Min- 
ister, who  shall  be  sent  there  with  full  powers  to 
conclude  it.  To  that  measure,  I  am  far  from  be* 
1  ipg  di^iosed  to  raise  any  obstacle,  and  shall  im- 
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mediately  apprize  my  GorernmeDt  of  the  decis- 
ion to  adopt  it.  Uoder  sQch  circumstances.  I 
perfectly  agree  with  you  ia  the  opiDion,  that  it 
would  be  useless  to  porsaea  discussion  which  it 
TTould  be  impossible  for  me  to  bring  to  a  satisfae- 
lory  coiiciu!<ion. 

It  is  still  my  duty  to  gire  tbe  explanation  which 
you  hare  desired  of  the  mottres  which  induced 
the  President  to  adopt  the  measurea  announced  in 
bis  Proclamation  or  tbe  2d  of  July  last.  How- 
ever great  the  injury  wbieb  the  ITnited  States 
had  receiTed,  by  the  agressions  eomplataed  of, 
it  is  jast  that  it  should  be  shown  that  tbe  Presi- 
dent did  not  lose  sight  in  those  measures  of  the 
frieadly  relations  subsisting  between  tbe  two 
Powers.   When  tbe  hostile  nature  of  the  attack 
on  the  Chesapeake  is  taken  into  view,  and  the 
general  conduct  of  the  British  squadron,  within 
ine  waters  of  the  United  States,  before  and  after 
the  attack,  I  am  persuaded  that  there  was  no  limit 
to  which  the  President  would  not  hare  been  jus- 
tified in  going,  which  he  might  bare  thought  es- 
tentialto  ibe  honor  and  safety  of  the  nation.  Be- 
fore the  attack,  the  British  squadron  had  riolated 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  by  the  im- 
preument  of  men  within  it,  whom  the  eommand- 
et  bad  refused  to  surrender;  and,  after  theatlaek, 
the  attitude  which  be  assumed  continued  to  be 
of  a  very  menacing  and  hostile  character.  An 
act  of  hostility,  it  must  be  admitted,  justifies  any 
act^of  a  like  nature  toward  the  party  who  com- 
mits it.   The  President,  however,  did  not  believe 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  bad  authorized 
tbe  conduct  of  tbe  British  squadron,  and  his 
measures  were  evidently  founded  on  thit  belief. 
They  were  marked  by  no  circumstance  of  hostili- 
ty or  of  retaliation  toward  Great  Britain ;  bat 
were  intended  simply  to  preserve  order  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  to  which 
end  the  removal  of  the  British  squadron  without 
their  limits  became  indispensable.   After  theacts 
of  violence  which  had  been  committed  by  that 
squadron,  tt  was  impossible  that  it  should  remain 
ujwer  there  without  increasing  tbe  irritation  and 
widenfaig  tbe  breach  between  the  two  nations, 
vbicb  it  was  theeamest  object  of  tbe  President  to 
prevent.    There  certainly  existed  no  desire  of 
giving  a  preference  in  favor  of  the  ships  of  war 
of  one  belligerent  party  to  those  of  another.  Be- 
fore this  agitression  it  is  well  known  that  His 
Britannic  Majesty's  ships  lay  within  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake,  and  enjoyed  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  most  favored  nation  ;  it  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  doobted  that  my  Government  will  be 
ready  to  res^tore  them  to  the  same  situation  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  honor 
and  rights  of  the  United  States. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  communication  without 
expressing  my  earnest  hope  that  the  differences, 
which  have  unhappily  arisen  between  our  Gov- 
ernments, may  soon  be  settled  on  cooditioos  hon- 
orable and  satisfactory  to  both  the  parties.  To 
liave  co-operated  vith  you.  in  tbe  aecomplisbment 
of  so  great  and  useful  a  work,  would  have  been 
liighly  gratifying  to  me.  The  disposition  which 
you  Imre  brougbt  to  ttte  diaeiuum,  and  the  len* 


timenis  which  you  communicated  on  the  princi- 
pal transaction,  when  tbe  first  intelligence  -of  it 
was  received,  have  inspired  me  with  great  confi- 
dence that  we  should  soon  have  been  able  to  bring 
it  to  such  a  conclusion.  To  have  been  a  party  to 
it  would  have  terminated  my  mission  to  His 
Majesty  in  the  mode  which  !  bare  long  and  iia- 
cerely  desired. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mr.  Monroe  to  Mr.  Oanning. 

Portland  Placb,  OcT.  9, 1S07. 

Mr.  Monroe  presents  bis  compliments  to  Mr. 
Canning,  and  requests  that  he  wtU  be  so  good  as 
to  inform  him  whether  it  is  intended  that  tb« 
Minister,  whom  His  Majenty  proposes  to  send  to 
the  Oorernmcnt  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
employed  in.  a  special  mission,  without  having 
any  connexion,  immediate  or  eventual,  with  tbe 
ordinary  legation.  Mr.  Monroe  has  inferred  from 
Mr.  Canoiog's  note  that  the  mission  will  be  of  the 
special  iMtore  above  described ;  but  be  will  be 
much  obliged  to  Mr.  Canning  lo  inform  him  whe- 
ther be  has  taken  a  correct  view  of  tbe  measure. 
Mr.Monroe  would  also  be  happy  to  know  of  Mr. 
Canning  at  what  time  it  is  expected  that  the 
Minister  will  sail  for*  tbe  United  States.  Mr. 
Canning  will  be  sensible  that  Mr.  Monroe's  mo- 
tive io  requesting  ibis  information  is,  that  be  may 
he  enabled  to  communicate  it  withoot  delay  to 
bis  Government,  tbe  propriety  of  which  be  is 
persBsded  Mr.  Canning  will  readily  admit. 

Mr.  Monroe  reijuests  Mr.  Canning  to  accept 
the  assnranee  of  his  high  consideration. 

From  Mr.  Canning. 

FoEEion  Office,  Oct.  10, 1807. 

Mr.  Canning  presents  his  complimants  to  Mr. 
Monroe;  and,  in  acknowledging  the  honor  ttf  his 
note  <^  yesterday,  has  great  {rfeasnre  in  assarisf 
him  that  he  is  at  all  timet  ready  lo  answer  any 
inqoines  10  which  Mr.  Monroe  atuoheH  any  im* 
portaoce,  and  which  it  b  in  Mr.  Canniog'a  power 
to  answer  with  precision,  without  poblie  incon- 
venieuce.  But  it  is  not  in  Mr.  Caootng's  power 
to  state  with  confidence  what  may  be  the  tnenU 
xtal  determination  of  His  Majesty  in  respect  to 
the  permsoent  mission  in  Araerioa.  The  mis- 
sion of  the  Minister  whom  His  Majesty  is  now 
about  to  send  will  certainly  be  limited,  tntAe  firtt 
ifuiance,  to  tbe  disoussioo  of  the  question  ol  iJm 
ChesniMakie. 

Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LonnoN,  JV(?vemier  28, 1807. 

Sis  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  duplicate 
of  my  letter  of  the  17ih,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
orders  of  council,  lately  issued  by  tfais  QoTem- 
menl  relative  to  neutral  trade. 

When  I  was  about  to  ask  a  eonference  with 
Mr.  Ginning  on  the  snirjeot  of  these  ordcr^  I  re* 
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octTed  a  Dots  from  him  requeelinc  ■n  tnterriew. 
AUhoDf^h  it  wa>  to  be  presomed  inat  the  purpose 
of  this  tnteiview  would  ai^pear  to  be  the  mere 
explanaiioD  of  certain  smbiguiiies  ia  (be  details 
of  this  exiraordiouf  measure,  it  seemed  to  fur- 
nish the  opportuoiiy,  which  I  was  prepario^  to 
seek,  of  remoDstratiog  igaiost  the  measure  itself. 
It  had  occurred  )o  me  that  it  would  not  be  proper 
that,  hy  appearing  to  ioterest  myself  in  its  subor- 
dinate prorisioDs,  I  should  unnecessarily  com- 
promise with  a  transactioD,  of  which  the  whole 
scheme  and  principle  werew  hostile  to  the  incon- 
testable rights  of  my  couptry,and  of  wbicb,  bow- 
erer  modified,  the  eSect  could  not  fail  to  be  in 
the  last  degree  injurious  to  its  commerce.  Un- 
der tbis  penuasioQ  I  WM  diaptMwd  to  leftre  that 
part  of  the  sobjeet,  at  least  in  the  firai  iDsiaiwe,  to 
the  committee  of  merchants  tradiag  to  tka  United 
States,  of  whtMe  proceedings  I  was  kept  constant' 
ly  ioKirmed,  and  from  wnoae  eommonications 
with  the  Board  of  Trade  more  nseful  result*  were, 
hi  this  view,  to  be  expected  than  from  mine  with 
the  Foreign  Department.  It  was,  be&idea,  not 
minatorat  to  hope  that,  while  this  respectable 
body  of  men  were  employed  in  demandine  ez- 
plaoatioos  of  what  was  sappoied  to  be  doaotfol 
in  the  phtaseolc^y  of  the  orders,  some  of  them, 
with  whose  opinlona  1  was  acquainted,  would 
disclose  to  GoTemmeot,  with  advaouge  to  the 
diseassion  I  had  in  contemplationj  their  conric- 
lion  of  their  fiial  tendency  in  a  commercial,  if 
not  a  political  sense.  Id  the  hope  of  such  a  dts- 
elosnre  I  was  not  wholly  disappointed ;  but  the 
Admiolstration  bed  decided  itrevoeably  on  their 
new  system,  whioh  now  appears  to  have  been 
long  meditated  in  secret.  The  only  eSeci  o(  the 
Interference  of  the  committee  will  be  found  in 
their  printed  report  herewith  transmitted.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  explanations  which  this  report 
contains  are  far  from  sofiening  the  harsh  spirit  of 
the  orders,  or  furnishing  any  evidence  of  a  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  QoveriuBent  to  make  them 
nwtre  respectftil  to  neutral  rights, or  leas  ineonre- 
nient  in  their  execution.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Woekade^hieh  the  orders  institute  against  the 
ports  of  France  and  her  allies,  and  against  such 
other  ports  as  the  British  flag  may  be  excluded 
from,  18.  by  these  explanations,  extended  to  the 
ports  of  the  allies  of  Oreal  Britain,  so  &r  as  to 
prevent  our  carrying  to  them  from  the  United 
States  colonial  productions. 

In  some  respects,  too,  they  hare  put  a  precise 
necative  upon  a  fat orable  loterraetatidn  of  ibe 
•Mcra,  adopted  on  their  first  publication  by  ser- 
tral  inleUieent  merchants,  by  which  much  of 
their  pernictonscharacter  would  have  disappeared 
in  practice ;  and  it  is  declared  by  them,  contrary 
to  all  expectation,  and  with  a  wonderful  disregard 
of  justice,  that  one  of  the  great  agricultural  pro- 
ducts of  the  United  States,  after  being  forcibly 
drawn  ini?  Qreat  Britain  as  the  commeccial  vor- 
tex of  the  world,  is,  upon  re-exportation,  to  go 
charged  with  a  British  duty. 

My  interview  witlt  Mr.  Canning  took  place 
twa  days  ago.  He  commenced  the  conversation 
by  saying  that  he  bad  requested  to  see  me,  not  with 


the  inteatioi)  of  diseusauf  the  general  jpcopiictf 
of  the  late  orders  of  conocil,  for  that,  being  alrea- 
dy adopted,  discussion  could  now  answer  no  ni- 
uable  purpose  ;  but  with  the  view  of  explaituag 
to  me  such  of  tbeir  provisions  as  had  been  stt|>> 
posed  to  be  liable  to  miacoustraction,  or  mi^l 
appear  to  me  to  be  doubtful.  He  then  read  tone 
a  paper,  which  was  the  same  in  sabslance  irilk 
the  report  of  the  committee  of  mercfaaois.  li 
was  not,  however,  stated  in  this  paper,as  beresd 
it,  that  re-exported  cotton  was  not  to  beexenpC 
from  duty,  to  common  with  our  other  naiire 
commodities.  And  when  I  remarked  to  hiin  tliit 
the  prohibition  contained  in  his  paper,  of  the  di- 
rect carriage  of  colonial  produce  from  neutnl 
ports  to  ihe  ports  of  His  Majesty's  allies,  wasasl 
warranted  by  anything  in  the  orders  of  eouieil, 
be  struck  it  out  as  a  mistake,  after  having  exun- 
ined  the  orders,  and  satisfied -himself  tut  thej 
did  not  comprehend  tbeea%  The  truth  is,bow- 
ever,  that  this  prohibition  is  supposed  here  to  be 
a  nece»ary  part  of  the  syntem.  and  that  apoa 
that  ground,  or  as  being  justified  by  the  tnlc 
of  the  war  of  1756,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Go^ 
ernment  to  enforce  it. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Canning  bad  fiaifhed  the  rea^ 
ing  of  this  paper,  I  told  him  ihat  as  be  bad  iiili- 
mated  a  wish  to  decline  the  prekent  discussion  of 
the  principle  of  the  orders,  I  certainly  would  not 
urge  it  at  this  time;  but  that  as  the  explanaiiou 
which  he  had  just  given  relative  to  tbeir  deuils 
had  not,  in  any  degree,  serred  to  diminish  lIh 
deep  concern  and  extreme  astonishment  with 
which  I  had  at  first  perused  thein>  I  would  uke 
the  liberty  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  to  trooUe 
him  with  a  note,  in  which  should  be  ^rea  « 
view  of  the  entire  subject,  as  it  presented  itaslf  U 
me.  He  replied,  that  there  could  be  no  o^jectioi 
to  such  a  note. 

To  an  observation  of  mine,  that  the  orden 
menaced  with  absolute  ruin  the  trade  of  tfaeUai- 
ted  Slates  in  all  its  important  branches,  asd 
would  probably  exclude  from  the  European  seu, 
and  drive  back  upon  our  shores,  even  the  pro<Ioee 
of  our  own  soil,  Mr.  Canning  answered  that  ibef 
had  not  appeared  to  him  to  be  at  all  likely  to  pro- 
duce these  efllBCts;  and  he  invited  me  lo  slate  taj 
ideas  upon  that  point.  This  led  insensibly  toacoD- 
versatioo  upon  the  whole  subject,  in  which  let- 
deavored  to  show  that  th^  orders  were  uajnii, 
ill-timed,  and  impolitic ;  destructive  at  onceofiU 
the  great  maxims  in  which  the  civilized  worU 
have  a  common  interest,  (and  Great  Britain  mott 
than  the  rest,)  and  of  the  prosperity  of  the  naiiou 
at  war,  as  well  as  those  at  peace,  and  rested  bj 
Great  Britain  upon  grounds  which  were  not  cor- 
rect in  fact,  or  sufficient  if  the  facts  were  admitted. 

To  prove  that  the  effect  of  the  orders  upoo 
American  commerce  would  be  such  as  I  bad  sug- 
gested^ it  wat  only  necessary  to  compare  tbeit 

Erorisxoos  with  the  known  law  of  France,  whicb 
ad  been  adopted  by  her  allies,  and  extended  to 
(he  coontrio  subject  to  her  arms.  The  decrees 
of  France,  and  of  the  States  in  alliance  with  her, 
exclude  ixom  their  respective  pons  all^  yessd* 
coming  firom  a  British  port  j  and  the  British  or- 
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d«rs  declare  iha(  no  neutral  tmmI  shall  go  to  u 
eatmy  port,  anl«as  from  a  port  of  the  United 
Kioffdotn.  from  Gibraltar  or  ftiatta,or  from  a  port 
of  His  Majesty's  alliei! ;  under  such  reflations, 
too,  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  prescribe. 

As  the  oommunicatioQ  with  enemy  ports, 
ifarough'the  "porta  ofHis  Majesty's  allies,"  under 
the  British  licenses,  can  be  little  more  than  nomt- 
nral,  (and  if  it^were  not  so  vould  probably  soon 
h«  prohibited  hj  the  othw  parties  to  the  war,) 
it  is  difficult  to  inugine.  even  if  there  were  noth- 
ing more  in  tbe  orders  of  conneit,  io  wbat  way, 
coosistratly  with  them,an  American  vessel,  with 
whatsoever  carzo  she  should  be  freiKhted,  eoold, 
to  any  other  e&et  than  that  of  eonhseaiion.  find 
her  way  to  m  port  of  any  of  the  encmiea  of  Great 
Britain. 

Before  these  orders  were  issued,  it  was  possi- 
ble thata  nentratgoingfroma  British  port,  might 
cnde  the  laws  of  soma  of  the  opposite  belliger- 
ents, at  the  hazard  of  seizure  and  forfeitore,  by 
fictitious  papers  and  declaratbns  as  to  the  port  of 
her  dqnriure ;  but.  if  such  an  cTaston  was  difii- 
eott,  as  undoubtedly  it  was,  before  the  issuing 
of  these  orders,  it  is  now  became  impossible.  The 
oUigatiOQ  now  altempted  to  be  imposed  upon  all 
neutral  vessels  to  take  tbeir  departure  for  a  bel- 
ligerent port,  (with  the  single  oaavailing  excep- 
tioo  above  mentioned,)  coupled  with  tbe  known 
power  of  the  British  navy  to  render  that  obliga- 
tion efiectoal,  will  make  deception  upon  this  ^int 
BO  longer  practicable,  if  it  were  even  to  be  desired ; 
«nd  thus,  such  of  the  staple  commodities  of  tbe 
United  Sutes,  asfaave  heretofore  had  ill  Europe 
for  ibeir  mtrVet,  will,  by  the  operation  of  this 
new  article  in  tbe  law  of  prize,  be  made  to  depend 
almost  wholly  on  Britiah  consamptioa. 

The  trade  of  Aaeriean  citizens  in  tbe  surplus 
of  colonial  produetioos,  imported  from  the  eolo- 
nies  of  the  ^rties  to  tbe  war,  will  be  yet  more 
completely  dtacouraged.  To  bring  them  here  for 
ooBsumpiion  would  be  abaord,  if  indeed  it  should 
be  ftllowed }  aad,  once  brought  here,  they  could 
only  go  elsewhere  in  seaceb-  of  seizure  and  eon- 
fiseation. 

But  even  if  it  sl^ould  be  admitted  that  tbe  laws 
of  one  or  more  of  the  opposite  belligerents  may 
be  eluded,  so  lar  respects  the  touching  at  or 
comioK  from  a  British  port  ;  or  that  the  ports  of 
His  Afajesty's  allies  may,  in  that  view,  afibrd 
some  facility  to  the  transportation  of  American 
commodities  to  France,  or  the  countries  connect- 
ed with  berj  tbe  orders  of  council  meet  this  ill- 
fmCed  trade  with  another  obstacle,  for  wbich  it  is 
Bot  easy  to  find  a  motive,  but  which  cannot  be 
anrmoonted.  **  Certificates  of  or^in"  are  neces- 
sary to  the  admiation  and  safety  of  neutral  ear- 
goes  in  the  ports  of  France,  and,  it  is  believed 
n  those  of  her  allies,aBd  in  tbe  ports  of  the  couD' 
tries  which,  not  being  the  alttes  of  France,  she 
eoDtroIs  by  her  arms.  Tbe  British  orders  subject 
tocBptare  and  coadeontatioo,  as  prize  of  war,  any 
neutral  vessel  carrying  such  a  document,  and  the 
cargo  to  which  it  apfdies.  How  is  this  to  be 
er^ed,  unless  by  a  most  hazardoos  concealment 
by  the  neutral  of  the  Iniordicted  documoat,  of 


which  the  ooBsequenco  would  frequently  be  the 
toes  of  ft  waael  and  cargo  by  the  sentence  of  a 
British  Court  of  Admiralty;  while,  if  the  coo- 
eealmtnt  should  be  successful,  and  the  British 
regnlationt,  hereafter  to  be  made,  should  not  coun- 
teract iu  effect,  faa  they  easily  may,  and  probably 
will,  either  wholly  or  partially,)  the  introduclioD 
of  the  carso  into  the  enemy  port  would  still  have 
to  contend  with  the  impediment  already  men- 
tioned  1 

With  difficulties  so  ibrmidable  and  so  multi- 
plied, no  trade  can  stru^n^le  with  success.  The 
consequence  must  be  that  our  merchants  can  lure 
no  iodncesient  to  aend  to  this  country  cargoes  of 
anydescription  much  beyond  the  internal demandr 
whteh,  for  some  of  our  productions,  exists  but  in 
a  slight  degree,  for  others  -to  an  inadequate  ex- 
tent, and  for  eolonial-prodoetions  not  at  all.  And 
even  with  a  view  to  British  eoosnraption,  the  ob- 
stacles ftod  discourageneats  to  American  etn- 
mefoe  will  be  neat  and  deetruotive.  Tbe  new 
system  cannot  fail  to  prodooe  the  necessary  coa- 
srquenee  of  all  such  invasions  of  the  rights  and 
interests  of  mankind— a  disjKWtion  to  evade  it. 
The  attempts  wbich  will  arise  out  of  that  dia^ 
sition  will  be  eacountered  by  intolerable  iaquut- 
tions,  by  seizures,  detentions,  and  confiseatioas 
upon  arbitrary  presumptions,  involving  the  inno- 
cent with  the  guilty.  And  if  these  alarming  haa- 
ards  should  not  be  sufficient  to  beat  down  the  en- 
terprising spirit  of  our  people,  so  as  to  banish  from 
this  commerce,  thus  limited  in  its  range,  the  usual 
competition,  it  will  follow  that  it  must  be  over- 
done, to  the  rein  of  those  who  embark  io  it,  and 
finally  of  the  oonmerce  itrAf.  In  this  work  of 
destruction  Great  Britain  will  not  only  act,  but 
suffer.  The  wound  which  she  inflicts  uMu  a 
Power,  hitherto  her  best  etntomer,  will  be  deepW 
felt  by  herself,  without  the  prosiwet  (rf*  a  siogM 
advantage,  within  the  reach  <^  im^fioalioa  to 
suggest,  to  atone  for  it. 

In  the  course  of  ray  remarks  upon  this  branch 
of  tbe  subject  I  had  called  those  parts  of  tbe 
French  decrees,  wbich  require  certificates  of  ori- 
gio,  and  reibse  admissioa  into  the  ports  of  France 
to  such  neutral  vessels  as  come  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, mere  municipal  regulations.  Mr.  Canning 
observed,  upon  this  phrase,  that  it  was  inappUea- 
ble  to  the  provision  which  prescribes  certificates  of 
origin;  erroneously  supposing  that  tbe  want  of 
that  document  snt^ected  a  neutral  vessel  and 
cargo  to  French  capture  on  tbe  high  seas.  I  as- 
sured him  that  this  wss  a  misapprehension ;  and 
fiodiog  that  be  was  not  unwilling  to  attend  to  an 
explanation  of  the  whole  of  the  French  system,  as 
I  understood  it,  and  of  its  bearing  apon  the  Britiah 
orders  of  council  ia  the- light  ofa  justification  of 
those  orders,  I  went  at  some  length  into  such  an 
explanation,'  Mr.  Canoiog  received  it  in  a  very 
friendly  manner ;  but  did  not  give  me  any  reason 
to  believe  that  it  was  likely  to  produce  an  effect 
upon  the  measure  against  which  it  was  directed. 
It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  improper  to  trouble  you 
with  a  hasty  sketcn  of  whai  I  thought  it  ay  duty 
to  urge  OD  this  topic.  I  am  conscious  that  I  have 
not  done  justice  to  the  subject ;  but  it  will  be  re- 
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collected  ihtt  it  is  u  extretnelf  delicate  oDe,aDd 
that  the  necessity  for  discu«siog  it  was  snddeu 
and  UDforeseeo. 

I  ioiroduced  my  explanations  with  a  brief  ana- 
lysis of  the  British  measure.  Its  great  feature  is 
the  esiablisbment,  by  the  sole  operation  of  an 
order  of  council,  of  an  unexampled  blockade,  not 
existing  or  pretended  to  exist,  in  fact,  of  all  the 
poru  and  places  of  France  and  her  allies,  and  all 
other  countries  at  war  with  His  Majesty  ;  of  all 
other  ports  and  places  in  Europe  from  which  the 
British  flag  is  excluded;  and  all  the  porti  and 
places  in  the  colonies  belonging  to  His  Majesty's 
enemius.  It  does  more  than  this,  howerer.  The 
first  order  declares,  "  that  all  trade  in  articles  of 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  said  eoaotries 
or  colonies  shall  be  deemed  unlawful,"  &c. 

Upon  these  two  provisions,  connected  with  that 
whieh  relates  to  ecrtiSeates  of  origin,  the  measure 
rdies  for  its  whole  efficacy.  The  rest  is  but  gra- 
tuitous exception  and  qoalification,  which  may 
at  any  time  be  withdrawn. 

la  the  preamble  to  the  first  order  we  are  in  sob- 
stance  referred,  for  the  inducements  to  this  mea- 
sore,  to  the  French  decree  of  November,  1806, 
coupled  with  an  imputed  acquiescence  in  that 
decree  by  the  nations  at  peace.  That  decree 
contains  jrovisionii  which  seem,  at  first  sight,  to 
tw  of  different  characters.  The  British  orders 
point  to  the  first  article,  which  declares  the  British 
islands  in  a  state  of  blockade ;  and  to  the  fifth, 
which  prohibits  all  trading  in  English  merchan- 
dise, &c.,  as  trenching  upon  neutral  rights  by 
setting  up  new  rule  of  maritime  capture.  The 
remainiag  articles  seem  to  be  admitted  to  be,  and 
uadoubtfSty  are,  municipal  taws,  resting  upon 
the  foundations  of  territorial  sovereignty. 

If  the  first  article  be  considered  in  an  abstract 
state^it  would  be  difficult  to  avoid  the  conclusion 
that  It  was  intended  to  affect  the  rights  of  neutrals 
upon  the  ocean.  It  is  not  !□  that  state,  however, 
that  it  ought  to  be  considered  ;  since  it  is  found| 
in  fact,  in  a  state  of  connexion  with  other  pro- 
visions. So  connected,  it  appears  to  be  suscep- 
tible of  an  interpretation  consistent  with  neutral 
rights.  Without  going  into  an  argument  upon 
this  point,  it  may  be  allowable  lo  infer  that  it  was 
■ot  meant  to  give  to  the  declaration  contained  in 
this  article,  unaccompanied  by  the  shadow  of  an 
actual  blockade,  the  incidents  which  only  belong 
to  such  a  blockade,  from  the  single  consideration 
that  some  of  the  subsequent  articles  are  not  to  be 
reconciled  with  that  intention.  The  seventh  and 
eighth  articles  are  {nrtieularly  important  in  this 
Tiew,and  are  fortified  by  the  municipal  scope  and 
teBdeney  of  the  whole  decree. 

The  fifth  article  is  yet  more  evidently  than  the 
first  a  municipal  rule.  Its  terms  can  be  completely 
satisfied  by  such  a  construction  ;  while,  without 
it^  no  office  can  be  assigned  to  the  seventh  and 
eighth. 

it  is  to  be  admiued,  however,  that  the  pfarase- 
,ology  of  the  decree,  especially  of  the  first  article, 
was  such  as  very  naturally  to  excite  the  attention 
of  the  nations  at  peace,  as  being  liable  to  an  ex- 
poution  hostile  to  their  just  neotnl  oUims.  The 
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Minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris  was,ae- 
eordingly,  among  the  first  to  demand  of  the  Mia-  ! 
ister  of  Marine,  (who  was  charged,  in  what  c«D- 
cerncd  his  department,  with  the  execution  of  it,] 
"  the  official  explanation  which  may  have  bea 
given  tothis  deeree.BO  faras  it  involves  the  rigbb 
of  neutral  nations."  The  answer  was  proapt  , 
and  explicit.  Heie  I  read  Gieneral  Armstroagb 
letter  of  the  10th  of  December  last  to  the  Frta^ 
Minister  of  Marine,  and  the  reply  of  that  Minister 
of  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  as  commoiricaied 
by  the  President  to  Congress,  in  February,  1807. 
I  relied  particularly  on  tne  following  passages  ia 
that  reply. 

"  I  consider  the  imperial  decree  of  the  21st  ef 
November  last  as  thus  far  conveying  no  modifi' 
cation  of  the  regulations  at  present  observed  ia 
France  with  regard  to  neutral  uvigatot*;  nor 
consequently,"  £c. 

"That  the  deelaration  expressed  by  ctie  fim  j 
article  not  at  all  changing  the  present  Krcaeh  j 
laws  concerning  maritime  capture,"  dbc. 

That  an  American  vessel  cannot  be  taken  at 
sea  for  the  mere  reason  that  she  is  going  to  a  port 
of  England,  or  ii  returning  from  one ;  beeaosf. 
conformably  with  the  seventh  article,  we  are 
limited,"  &c. 

^'  That  the  provisions  of  articles  second  and  fifth 
naturally  apply  to  foreign  citizens  downdUmUd 
in  France,"  dtc. 

It  is  obvious  that  these  explanations,  which 
cannot  he  evaded  by  the  suggestion  that  they  are 
not  sufficiently  precise,  or  that  the  Minister  of 
Marine,  who  undertook  to  give  them^was  not  the 
regular  organ  of  such  a  commooieauon,  impnsa 
upon  all  the  obnoxiotis  parts  of  this  decree  the 
character  of  domestic  roles,  operating,  not  on  the 
seas,  but  in  the  interior  of  France,  agaioM  which, 
however  inconvenient,  neutral  nations  could  ofir 
neither  resistance  nor  remonstrance  as  infringe- 
ments of  their  neutral  rights.  Nor,  in  that  light 
could  Qreat  Britain  be  Justified  in  complaiai^ 
of  them.  In  peace,  as  well  as  in  war,  she  has  her 
navigation  and  other  laws,  modifying  the  inter- 
course  of  other  nations  with  her  ports,  with  an 
exclusive  view  to  her  own  advantage ;  and  it  was 
not  to  be  expected  that,  in  the  contest  in  which 
she  is  engaged,  her  enemy  would,  if  be  could  do 
without  them,  encourage  her  manufactures  by 
consuming  them,  or  her  colonies  by  porebaaia; 
their  productions. 

As  domestic  regulations,  then,  it  is  impoaiihie 
to  maintain  that  the  articles  of  the  French  deciec 
form  any  apolc^  for  the  British  ordera,  npon  nay 
intelligible  notion  of  the  right  of  retaliation.  The 
British  orders  annihilate  the  whole  pnblie  lawef 
Europe  relative  to  marftime  prize,  and  sabettiMi 
a  sweeping  system  of  condemnation  and  ponliy 
in  its  place.  The  French  decree  prodiwcd  no 
change  at  all  in  that  law.  The  last  was  no  more 
than  a  Intimate,  though  possibly  an  ungraciow 
exercise  of  the  rights  of  local  sovereignty ;  whik 
the  former  can  he  referred  only  to  force,  and  look 
for  the  scene  of  their  operation  to  the  ocean. 

But  the  decree  of  France  has  been  explained, 
not  only  by  the  French  Minister  of  Manne^  bat 
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the  pneliee  ander  it,  to  which  more  thin  to 
iDO«e  exphDttions,  or  even  to  ihe  decree  itself, 
the  Sistes  at  peace  were  to  look  for  its  real  impor- 
taaee  to  their  rigrhts  and  their  prosperity.  Aod 
here  J  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe 
and  myself  from  Oeneral  Armstronff,  of  the  8th 
of  Pebniary  laat,  congrmed  by  all  sotMeqaeDt  in- 
fonoatioD,  m  which  he  states  that  the  practice 
onder  tbis  decree  "  is  entirely  that  of  the  old  reg- 
ulations. Its  operation  is  accordingly  confined  to 
nemral  ships  passing  from  British  ports  to  those 
of  France  or  her  slTies.'' 

Now,  let  the  mere  theory  of  the  decree  be  what 
it  may.  if  to  effect  it  does  not  violate  the  rights 
of  ncDtral  nations,  it  furnishes  no  foundatioo  for 
a  real,  extensive,  practical  measare,  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  which  sweeps  from  the  seas 
ereryibing  to  which  those  rights  ean  apply. 

Bat  the  Orders  of  Cooncil  rely  (as  taey  ought 
to  do)  not  merely  on  the  proriaioDi  of  the  French 
decree:  but  on  the  forbearance  of  neotnt  natioos 
"to  interpoae  with  effect  to  obtain  their  revocar 
don." 

So  far  as  respects  the  United  States,  (who could 
(mly  be  bound  to  take  care  of  their  own  rights,) 
it  has  been  seen  that  their  Mioiatcr  lost  no  time 
in  doing  what  only  h«  eonid  properly  do.  He 
required  official  explanation  of  those  parts  of  the 
decree  upon  which  Great  Britain  fonndn  her  re- 
uliating  system,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  answer  to  his  demand  removed 
all  real  ground  of  compIaint-~-an  answer  with 
which  he  had  the  more  reason  to  be  satisfied,  as 
theeootemporaneousand  subsequent  practice  cor- 
responded with  it.   This  hecommnnicated  to  his 
Government}  and  it  cannot  be  imagint-d  tbat, 
without  even  t)ie  pretext  of  an  actual  grievance, 
the  United  States  were  called  upon  to  interpose" 
against  a  mere  form  of  words,  by  which  none 
were  injotcd,  lest  Great  Britain  should  construe 
their  forbearance  into  a  surrender  of  the  rights  of 
their  neatrality,and  build  upon  that  imputed  sur- 
render the  ruin  of  their  lawful  commerce. 

Ii  is  suggested  in  the  orders  that  the  parts  of 
the  French  decree  which  it  recites  "have  re- 
cently been  enforced  with  iocreased  rigor."  To 
this  1  might  reply  that  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
any  sach  fact  as  respects  the  provisions  in  ques- 
tion. Bu  t,  he  the  fact  as  it  may,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  United  States  cannot  be  said  to  acquiesce  in 
that  of  which  they  have  not  yet  been  apprized. 
They  have  met  the  transaction,  as  it  presented 
itself  to  them,  with  effect;  and,  if  it  has  lately 
taken  a  new  shape,  they  cannot  he  made  respon- 
aible  for  it  1^  Great  Britain,  even  upon  her  own 
prtnel plea,  until  they  shall  bavehad  an  opportu- 
nitjr  of  being  informed  of  this  reoenc  ehange,  and 
of  dealing  with  it  as  their  honor  and  interest? 
may  require. 

It  appeared  that  Mr.  Canning  had  supposed  it 
to  be  understood  by  me  that  the  French  decree 
had  always  tolerated,  according  to  the  British  eon- 
atraetion  of  it,  against  all  neutral  nations,  with 
ao  exception  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  Upon 
this  supposition,  he  intimated  that  such  a  peculiar 
cxenaptioo  might  (alihongb  ha  was  Atr  from  say- 


ing or  intending  to  imply  that  it  aras  so)  have 
been  purchased  by  sacnnces,  when  it  was  perhaps 
incumbent  on  the  nation  enjoviog  it,  instead  of 
thus  withdrawing  itsdf  from  the  common  cause 
of  neutrals,  to  insist  upon  ito  rights  as  identified 
with  theirs,  and  to  obtain  the  recantation  of  what 
was  hostile  to  them.  To  ibts  I  replied,  that  the 
answer  of  the  French  Minister  of  Marine  did  not 
turn  npoa  any  such  peculiar  exemption,  nor  did 
the  French  practice  rest  upon  it;  nor  did  the 
view  which  I  fasd  taken  of  the  decree  itself  sup- 
pose it.  But,  if  it  were  otherwise,  it  would  be 
recollected  that  any  peculiar  immunity  which 
American  commerce  might  enjoy  from  the  effect 
of  this  decree  most  stand,  not  upon  subsequent 
compromise,  but  upon  an  antecedent  treaty,  with 
which  the  decree,  as  understood  here,  was  cer- 
tainly iocoosiitteDt,  and  which,  so  far  as  they  con- 
flicted, might  well  be  allowed  to  create  exceptiona 
not  expreued  in  the  decree  itself.  I  added,  al- 
though the  observation  could  not  be-importaBt  to 
the  United  States,  that,  if  any  neutr^  State  had 
even  obtained  an  exemption  from  the  decree  after 
It  was  promulgated,  and  if,  mweover,  this  exemp- 
tion was  not  comnion  to  all  neutrai  nations,  It 
was  not  to  be  admitted  that  the  exemption  (not 
being  purchased  by  unneutral  means)  would  give 
to  Great  Britain  a  just  pretence  fc»  retaliating 
against  France,  through  the  rights  of  the  nati<tB 
ibus  exempted.  I  forebore,  however,  from  ed* 
larging  upon  this  topic,  as  wholly  inapplicable  to 
the  case  under  consideration ;  as  1  did  from  touchy 
ing  at  alt  upon  the  general  right  of  retaliation^  as, 
under  alt  circumstances,  unimportant  to  iu 

Upon  the  subject  of  certificates  of  origin  1  mtfde 
but  few  remartu.  The  French  decree  of  Noveot* 
ber  last  does  not  require  them.  They  are  pre- 
scribed hy  a  former  orrM,  and  are  intended  aoleir 
to  prevent  the  introduction  intoFraaoeof  Britjaa 
merchandise  or  colonial  produce.  The  decree  re- 

?iuiring  them  is,  in  form,  as  well  as  effect,  a  per- 
ectty  domestic  law.  The  British  orders,  how- 
ever, affect  to  consider  it  ss  part  of  a  "new  sys- 
tem of  warfare,"  directed  against  the  trade  of  tiiis 
country;  and  Mr.  Canning  had  imagined,  as  I 
have  already  stated,  tbat  it  operated  upon  the 
high  seas.  It  was  only  oeecHsary  to  rectify  this 
error,  and  to  show,  in  few  words,  the  inadmis- 
sible nature  of  a  nwasure,  whether  combined  with 
others  or  not,  which,  founding  itself  upon  an  ex- 
travagant claim  by  one  belligerent  to  force  its 
commodities  upon  the  other,  whether  it  will  have 
them  or  not.  retaliates  upon  neutrals  with  mari- 
time captnr^,  if.  in  their  ordinary  trade,  they  at- 
tempt a  compliance  with  siueh  ol  the  local  regu- 
lations of  that  other  belligerent  as  have  for  their 
objeet  the  exeleaicHi  of  those  enemy  cwDmoditica 
from  its  own  territories. 

Towards  the  close  of  oar  interview.  I  asked  Mr. 
Canning  if  Mr.  Rose  was  authorized  to  meotioa 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  the  de- 
termination of  his  Majesty*s  Government  lo  adopt 
a  measure  which  could  not  but  be  viewed  by  it 
as  of  the  highest  moment,  and  for  which  nothing 
that  had  hitherto  passed  could  be  supposed  in  any 
degree  lo  prepare  it.  He  told  me  tbu  Jklr.  Roae 
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had  noambority  to  mentioii  this  atep,  and  was, 
as  he  believed,  igooraot  of  the  iDtentioD  of  Gov- 
ernment to  take  it;  that  his  missioo  bad,  as  I 
knew,  a  special  purpose;  aod  that  it  was  not 
meant  that  his  faneiions  should  interfere  wilh 
those  of  Mr.  Brskine,  to  whom  a  comronDication 
of  the  orders  would  be  made;  that  they  bad  de- 
layed that  oommuoioaiion  ontil  tbe  judgOMOt  of 
practical  men  bad  been  exercised  upon  the  orders, 
so  as  to  lead  to  the  explanation  and  complete 
amendment  of  their  ambiguities  and  defects,  aad 
until  he  should  hare  bad  an  inierview  with  me; 
but  that  it  would  certainly  be  made  with  very 
little  further  delay,  and  that,  instead  of  wailing 
for  the  packet,  he  betisved  they  should  send  out 
a  Teasel  for  that  sole  object,  of  which  he  intended 
to  apprize  me,  as  presenting  tbe  means  of  forward* 
IDC  my  despatches  also. 

I  have  only  to  add  to  this  rery  hast^  letter,  that, 
as  I  had  more  opportunity  of  discuaiing  the  Bri- 
tish orders  of  eonneil  with  Mr.  Canning  than,  at 
the  commeQcement  of  our  interview,  was  likely 
to  be  afforded,  I  am  at  present  inclined  not  to  send 
him  a  note,  as  I  should  otherwise,  perhaps,  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  do.  I  am  not  aware  that 
such  a  step  can  now  be  of  any  utility.  Remon- 
strance before  the  measure  was  sdopted  might 
have  been  useful ;  but  (he  studied  secrecy  with 
which  it  was  prepared  made  that  impracticable. 
I  oao  say  little  in  a  note  which  I  have  not  already 
suggested  in  coaversation,  and  the  reports  which 
reaca  me  from  the  Continent  render  it  prudent  to 
pause.  The  President  may  be  assured,  however, 
that,  if  any  chance  should  oeeur  of  doing  good, 
either  by  personal  represenlatlous  or  otherwise,  I 
will  not  omit  to  avail  myself  of  it. 

An  attempt  will,  I  think,  be  made  by  some  of 
the  merchants  trading  to  the  United  States  to 
prevail  upon  their  whole  body  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  to  urge  the  Qovernment,  if 
not  to  an  aiKLodoDmeot,  at  least  to  a  conMderable 
modification  of  the  orders,  so  as,  perhaps,  to  leave 
the  trade  of  our  country  in  its  native  productions 
free.  I  do  not  believe  that  tbe  attempt  will  suc^ 
eeed.  The  orders,  in  their  present  shape,  are 
more  popular  than  could  have  been  expected. 
There  are,  indeed,  many  who  are  »t  a  loss  to  oon- 
eeive  tbe  policy  which  has  dictated  them,  and  are 
convinced  that  tiiey  cannot  be  vindicated  upon 
prineiple.  But  they  have  tbe  appearance  of  vigor 
aaited  to  tbe  erisia,  and  gratify,  moreover,  many 
pusiona  aud  peculiar  interests. 

The  peril  of  the  moment  is  truly  supposed  to 
bo.  great  beyond  all  former  example;  and  it  is 
thcrefcwe  believed  to  require  efforts  of  a  new  and 
cstraordinary  character,  which,  in  common  times, 
would  be  admitted  to  threaten  tbe  daoiers  wbtcb 
now  they  are  intended  to  prevent.  Experience 
only  will  teach  them  that  moderation  and  justice 
would  still  be  tbe  best  foundations  of  their  power, 
and  the  surest  means  of  defence. 

This  measure  will  not,  probably,  and  iodeed 
cannot,  be  long  persisted  in.  Its  injurious  consc 
quenoes  to  (heir  own  trade  and  manufactures  will 
soon  be  perceived.  The  speculation  is  said  to  be, 
■hat  it  will  create  a  pressure  upon  tbe  Gorern- 


mPDt  of  France,  which  will  compel  it  to  emanei- 

[late  neutral  commerce  from  tbe  thraldom  of  its 
ate  resirictioDfl;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  ceo* 
sidered  that  ihe  greater  pressure  will  be  ho^ 
with  the  smaller  capacity  to  bear  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tbe  highest  respect 
and  constderatioo,  sir,  your  moat  obedient,  koK- 
ble  servant. 

WILUAM  PINKNEY. 


Extract.— Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Pinknej. 
DsPARTMEMT  OF  State,  Dtc  23,  1807. 

Sib:  Mr.  Erskina  having  been  so  good  asle 
let  me  know  that  tbe  mail  of  this  eveniaff  «iU 
carry  bis  despatches  fbr  a  British  packet,  whi^ 
will  sail  from  New  York  immediately  on  tbcit 
arrival  there,  and  other  conveyances  now  failing. 
{  avail  myself  of  tbe  opportunity  to  enclose  yo« 
a  copy  of  a  Message  from  the  Presideot  to  Co*> 
gress,  and  their  act  in  pursoanee  of  it,  taring  as 
immediate  embargo  on  our  vessels  and  expoiti. 
The  policy  and  the  causes  of  the  measure  are  ex- 
plained in  tbe  Message  itself.  But  it  may  be 
proper  to  authorize  you  to  assure  tbe  British  Osv- 
ernmeat,  as  has  been  just  expressed  to  its  Minis- 
ter here,  that  the  act  is  a  measure  of  precantioa 
only,  called  for  by  tbe  occasion  \  that  it  is  to  be 
considered  as  neither  hostile  in  its  character,  nor 
as  justifying,  or  inviting,  or  leading  to  hostility 
with  any  nation  whatever,  and  partiealwly  n 
opposing  DO  obstacle  whatever  to  amicable  nege* 
tiations  and  satisfactory  adjustments  with  Giint 
Britain,  on  the  subjccU  of  differenoe  beiwcea  the 
two  countries. 

Tbe  soddennesa  of  the  present  opportanily  daei 
not  allow  me  time  to  add  more  than  a  nawsfMfci 
containing  a  part  of  the  proeeedinga  of  Cot^gras 
in  relation  to  the  embargo. 

P.  8.  As  you  may  be  able  to  find  eooreyancsi 
to  Paris,  whither  none  will  for  some  time  oftr 
hence,  I  request  the  favor  of  yon  to  Communkatt 
to  General  Armstrong  the  contents  of  ibis  letter, 
and,  tbrotigh  him.  or  otherwise  to  Mr.  Brviag^ai 
Madrid. 


Extract.— Mr.  Pinkn^  to  Mr.  Madiaon. 

LoNDOH,  Jaauary  26, 180& 

I  bad  the  honor  to  reeaiTe  this  mouing  yoar 
letter  of  the  S3d  of  last  month  cneloana^  a  copy 
of  a  Message  from  the  President  to  Congreas,  aaa 
of  their  act  in  pursuance  of  it  laying  an  embargo 
on  our  vesssels  and  exports. 

It  appeared  to  be  my  duty  to  lose  no  tinw  la 
giving  such  explansiioos  to  tbe  British  Qoveva- 
ment  of  this  wise  and  salutary  measure  as  yov 
letter  su^ests,  and  aceordiogly  I  went  to  Down- 
ing s)reetimmediaieiy,and  had  ashort conference 
with  Mr.  Canning,  who  received  my  explanatioai 
with  great apparenlsatisfaoiion,  and  took  occmsiea 
to  express  the  most  friendly  dispositions  towards 
our  conntry.  I  availed  myself  of  this  opportaaity 
to  mention  a  labject  of  some  imporianee  connect- 
ed with  the  late  orders  of  council.  I  had  bana 
told  that  American  vessels,  coming  into  Brjtlah 
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pocti,  vadw  wiraing,  eo«U  not  ohtaio  may  doea- 
iDSDi  10  enable  them  t»  retorn  to  the  Uoitcd 
Suies  in  the  event  of  ita  being  foond  impradent 
either  to  deposiie  their  cargoes  here,  or  to  resnme 
their  original  voyages.  AUboogh  tbey  are  not 
prohibiied  from  returning,  yet,  as  the  warning  is 
endorsed  on  theii  papers,  the  return  may  be  tuzard- 
ous  without  some  firiiiab  document  to  prove  com* 
ianee  with  it  and  give  security  to  the  voyage, 
r.  CaoDiog  took  a  note  of  what  I  said,  and  a»- 
•ered  me  that  whatever  w\9  necessary  to  give  the 
facility  ia  question  would  be  done  without  delay ; 
tad  he  added  that  it  wb«  tbeir  sincere  wish  to 
show,  in  everything  conueetcd  with  the  ordtrs 
of  council,  which  only  necessity  had  compelled 
them  to  adopt,  their  anxiety  to  accommodate  them, 
as  far  as  was  coDsiatent  with  tbeir  object,  to  the 
/Mliogs  and  interests  of  the  American  Goreni' 
meat  and  people.  X  was  tadueed  by  these  ob- 
avrrations  to  mention,  and  to  make  several  strong 
reoarkff  upon  the  duty  intended  to  be  imposed  on 
our  cntton  when- re-exported  to  the  Conttnent,  and 
the  adherence  to  the  determination  not  to  allow 
to  oar  vessels  warned  into  British  ports  any 
change  of  destination.  He  told  me  that  these 
subjects  (with  which,  however,  it  was  evident  he 
was  very  little  acquainted)  should  be  taken  into 
immediate  consideration,  and  that  he  would  let 
me  know  the  result.  I  am  to  have  another  inter- 
vievr  with  him  in  the  coarse  of  a  few  days. 

Mr.  Prakney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

London.  Ftibruary  2, 1808. 
Sut :.  I  bad  an  interview  this  morning  with  Mr. 
Canning,  at  hia  own  request.  One  object  of  the 
interview  related  to  the  Message  of  tbe  Presideat 
of  the  27th  of  October  test,  of  wfaioh  a  newspaper 
copy  had  been  received  from  Mr.  E^skine.  A 
call  Sot  a  cppy  of  this  message  was  expected  in 
Parliament,  aod  Mr.  Canning  wished  tu  be  in  a 
situaticiD  to  produce  it.  I  eould  not  assist  him, 
and  suppose  the  newspaper  copy  will  be  consid- 
ered sumoient. 

As  soon  as  this  subject  vasdisposed  of,  Mr.  Cao- 
uing  observed  that  he  had  requested  to  see  me  prin- 
cipally for  the  purpose  of  conversing  with  me  pri- 
vately and  extra-o£Scially  upon  the  duty  proposed 
to  be  luid,  in  consequence  of  their  late  blockading 
ordeal  ypon  cotton  intended  for  re-exportation  to 
enemy  ports  upon  the  Contirtent.  The  very  few 
occasional  remarks  wbish  1  had  made  upon  this 
subject  at  oar  last  interview  (already  mentioned 
in  my  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo)  bad  led  him  to 
suppose  that  it  was  only  to^modeof  exeluding 
our  cotton  from  France  that  the  United  States 
would  be  likely  to  ofc^eci,  and  that  tf  their  object 
could  be  accomplished  in  another  way,  the  meas- 
ure would  cease  to  be  offensive.  Having  admit- 
ted (what  indeed  was  suffieienily  obvions  bcftwe) 
that  they  looked  to  tbe  intended  duty  upon  cotton 
as  a  oomplete  prohibition, he  8aid,thatif  it.would 
be  mpre  acceptable  to  the  United  States,  the  torm 
of  tbe  proceeding  should  be  changed,  so  as  to  leave 
the  exclusioD  of  cotton  from  the  Continent  to  the 
mere  effect  of  the  bloekade.  Their  desire  to  con- 


salt  oar  feeluigt  and  withes,  in  whtttever  did  not 
entirely  eoanteraet  the  great  eod  of  tbe  meas- 
ure, would  dispose  them  to  adopt  such  a  modifi- 
cation of  iheir  plan.  In  the  course  of  his  ex- 
platiatioos  upon  this  point,  be  introduced  profes- 
uons  of  good  will  towards  our  country,  of  regrcf 
that  France  had  imposed  upoo  them  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  a  step  which  might  be  supposed  to 
press  with  severity  upon  our  interests,  and  of  an 
anxious  desire  that  a  return  to  a  system  of  equity 
and' moderation  on  tbe  part  of  her  enemies  would 
speedily  enable  Great  Britain  to  abandon  (as  she 
would  in  that  case  instantly  do)  the  whole  the 
recent  Orders  in  Oonncil.  He  staled  that  it  was 
peculiarly  important  towards  the  just  efiectof  the 
Orders  (of  which  it  was  the  object  to  compel 
France  to  relieve  the  commerce  of  the  world  from 
the  oppresaion  of  her  late  deereea)  that  consider- 
able  soppliea  of  cotton  should  not  be  introddeed 
into  the  Continent ;  that  it  had  been  hoped  and 
believed  that  the  United  Sutea  would  nolviewas 
harsh  orunfrieodly  aconstrainedattemptby  Oreat 
Britain  to  prevent  such  supplies  from  being  re- 
ceived by  tbe  other  parties  to  the  war,  especially 
:  a«  it  was  certain  that  Oreat  Britain  could  hersell 
consume  almost  the  whole  of  tbe  cotton  which 
we  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  abroad  ;  and  that 
they  bad  preferred  the  imposition  of  a  duty  upon 
cotton  to  a  direct  prohibition  through  tbe  opera- 
tion of  the  blockade,  because  it  was  coasistenl 
withUie  various  and  extensive  modificatioos  ot 
the  bloekade  to  which  theV  bad  been  led,  not 
merely  by  views  of  advantage  to  themselves,  but 
by  a  respect  for  the  convenience  and  feelings  ot 
other  Bationa,  and  particularly  of  America.  In 
fine,  he  wished  to  know  my  private  opinion,  before 
the  subject  came  before  Parliamenr,  whether  an 
alteiatioB  in  this  respect,  frum  a  prohibitory  duty 
to  an  absolute  interdict,  would  be  likely  to  be  ac- 
ceptable to  ns.  I  replied, in  ascoDciliaiofy  a  man- 
ner'as  I  could,  that,  as  soon  as  I  had  understood 
that  a  duty  was  to  be  proposed  on  re-exported  cot- 
ton, I  bad  been  disposed  to  take  for  granted  that 
the  object  was  not  revenue,  but  probibitioa  ;  that, 
whether  the  object  were  the  one  or  the  other,  it 
was,  as  he  knew,  my  opinion  that  the  United 
States  would  hold  the  object,  as  well  as  the  means, 
and  tbe  whole  system  connected  with  them,  to  be 
utterly  inadmissible;  and  that  I  did  not  feel  my- 
self authorized  to  say  to  which  of  the  courses  he 
had  suggested  my  Government  would  give  the 
preference,  or  that  it  would  fbet  any  preference 
tor  either. 

Mr.  Canning  tttlengtb  asked  meif  I  should  think 
it  worth  while  to  consult  my  Government  on  this 
subject,  observing,  at  the  same  time,  that  he  would 
not  wish  it  to  be  done  if  there  was  the  least  daiw 
ger  of  giving  offence ;  and  assaring  me  that  what 
he  had  said  proceeded  from  motives  the  most  am- 
icable and  respectful  towards  os.  He  added,  that, 
upon  reflection,  this  would  perhaps  be  the  most 
eaD*enientraode,&s  it  would  give  them  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  to  accommodate  their  plan,  as  prepared 
for  Parliament,  to  a  change  of  so  much  import- 
ance, in  season  to  be  acted  upon. 

I-aaawetcd,  in  substance,  (as  I  saw  it  was  hfa 
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wUh.)  that  I  would  mention  what  had  passed  to 

Jou,  aod  that  I  did  oot  doubt  that  the  motives  of 
is  proposal,  whatever  might  be  thought  of  the 

5r<^KMal  itself,  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Prest- 
eot.  He  requested  me  to  say  to  you,tbat,althoafrb 
theoeeessary  bills  would  be  proposed, aod  would 
pass  in  Pari iameot,  according  to  their  iSrst  project 
of  a  duty,  yet  that  the  alteration  above  saggoted 
would  be  adopted  wheoever  it  should  be  Jtnowo 
that  it  would  be  agreeable  to  us. 

I  need  oot  trouble  you  with  aay  reflections  upon 
this  conversation.  But  it  is  my  duty  to  say,  that, 
although  Mr.  Canning's  manner  was  extremely 
conciliatory,  not  a  word  escaped  him  to  encourage 
a  hope  that  the  Orders  of  Council  would  be  in  any 
degree  abandoned,  or  that  I  should  gain  anything 
by  urging  a  reconsideration  of  them.  I  threw  out 
some  tDtimatioos  with  that  tendeoey,  but  soon 
perceived  that  it  could  oot  be  useful  to  follow 
them  op.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &«., 

WILUAM  PINENEY. 
Hon.  Jahbs  Madisoh. 


Extract. — Mr.  Madison  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 
Department  of  State,  Feb.  19,  1808. 
Sir:  A  vessel  having  been  engaged  to  carry 
from  the  port  of  New  York  public  despatches  and 
mercantile  letters  to  Europe,  I  avail  myself  of 
the  opportunity  of  forwarding  you  a  series  of  ga- 
zettes which  contain  the  proceedings  of  Congress, 
and  such  current  information  as  will  give  you  a 
view  of  our  internal  affairs.  They  will  be  put, 
with  this  letter,  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Nourse,  a 
passeDjger  in  the  despatch  vessel,  who  will  de- 
liver tnem  at  Londoo;  and  as  the  vessel,  which 
will  have  previously  touched  at  L'Orient,  will, 
after  waitlog  ten  or  twelve  days  at  Falmouth,  re- 
turn to  that  port,  and  thence  to  the  United  States, 
you  will  have  an  opportunity  of  sending  thither 
any  communications  you  may  wish  to  make  to 
Paris,  as  well  as  of  transmitting  to  your  Govern- 
ment such  as  may  follow  up  your  correspondence, 
which,  at  the  present  period,  will  he  the  more 
acceptable  the  more  it  be  frequent  and  full. 

My  Inst,  which  was  committed  to  the  British 
packet,  enclosed  a  copy  of  the  act  of  embargo,  aod 
explained  the  policy  of  the  measure.  Among  the 
considerations  which  enforced  it,  was  the  proba- 
bility of  such  decrees  as  were  issued  by  the  Brit- 
ish Uovernment  on  the  11th  of  November;  the 
language  of  the  British  gazettes,  with  other  in- 
diealiona,  having  left  Itttle  doubt  that  such  were 
meditated.  The  appearance  of  these  decrees  has 
had  much  effect  in  reeoneUing  all  descriptions 
among  us  to  the  embargo,  and  in  fixing  in  the 
friends  of  the  measure  their  attachment  to  its  pro- 
vident guardianship  of  our  maritime  interests. 

Mr.  Erskine  communicated,  a  few  daysago,  the 
several  late  decrees  of  His  Ouveinment,  with  ex- 
pressions of  the  regret  felt  by  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty at  the  necessity  imposed  on  him  for  such  an 
interference  with  neutral  commerce, aod  assurao- 
oes  that  His  Majesty  would  readily  follow  the 
example,  in  case  the  Berlin  decree  should  he 
naeindeoi  or  wiwU  proceed,  pari  foaam,  with 


France,  in  relaxing  the  rigor  of  their  meaanre*. 
Mr.  Erltine  was  aued  whether  his  OoverDHieBt 
distingaished  between  theoiwratiOD-<^the  Fmeh 
decree,  munieipally  on  laiia,  and  its  operation  oa 
the  high  seas.  On  this  poiat  he  was  uDable  to 
answer;  as  he  also  was  to  an  inqoiry  whether 
the  Ute  British  decrees  bad  reference  to  the  late 
extension  of  the  French  decree  with  respect  to 
the  United  Stales.  He  seemed  also,  as  is  per- 
haps the  case  with  his  Oovernment,  to  bare  ukea 
very  little  into  consideration  the  violations  «f 
neutral  commerce,  and,  through  them,  the  vast 
injury  to  France,  antecedent  to  the  Berlin  decree. 
It  fa  probable  that  aemething  further  is  to  pass  be* 
tween  iu  on  this  subject. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Madison. 

LoifDOH,  February  23,  1806l 

Sir:  Mr.  CaooiDg  iias  just  seat  me  a  note,flf 
which  a  copy  is  enclosed,  relative  to  an  intended 
alteration^  upon  the  subject  of  cotton,  in  their  biO 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  late  Orders  u 
Council.  You  will  perceive  that  he  lays  soom 
stress  upon  the  accidental  observations  which  (as 
already  ezplaioed  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  2m 
of  last  month)  were  drawn  from  me,  some  time 
since,  upon  the  singularly  offensive  project  of  in- 
posing  a  transit  duty  upon  onr  cotton.  I  mea- 
lioned  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  that 
he  appeared  to  have  misaf^ehended  the  tendea- 
cy  of  these  observations,  and  that,  in  a  sabsequest 
conversation,  be  showed  a  disposition  to  remove 
this  obnoxious  feature  from  their  plan,  for  Hkt 
purpose  of  suhstitutiag  an  absolute  iuterdiet  of 
tbe  export  of  that  article,  und«-  aa  idea  that  wt 
should  cease  then  to  object  to  it,  bat  thai  I  thoaght 
it  my  duty  to  decline  to  give  him  any  encouiage- 
ment  to  do  so,  attboo^h  f  agreed,  as  he  aeemed  to 
wish  it,  to  mention  bis  disposition  to  you.  Afew 
days  ago  he  sent  for  me  again,  and  renewed  hii 
proposal  of  an  immediate  change  with  respect  to 
cotton,  from  a  prohibitory  duty  to  direct  prohibi- 
tion. My  answer  was  the  same  in  substance  as  it 
had  been  before.  He  then  suggested  the  alteraa- 
live  arrangement  which  you  will  see  stated  ia  his 
note ;  but,  adhering  to  the  determination  1  had 
formed  upon  the  first  appvarauce  of  the  Orders  ia 
Council,  to  make  no  compromise  (withont  pre- 
cise directions  from  my  Goveromeat)  with  tbe 
system  which  they  announce,  by  becoming  a 

Earty  to  its  details,  I  received  this  proposal  as  I 
ad  done  the  othor. 

The  British  Oovernment,  however,  had  resdred 
to  adopt  this  last  mentioned  plan,  whether  it  re- 
ceived mj  concurrence  or  not,  upon  a  prt^ooip- 
tioo  that  tt  would  be  more  acceptable  to  us,  aae, 
perhaps,  too,  uod«'  the  idea  that  it  was  morede^ 
fenstble  than  their  original  scheme ;  and  the  por^ 
pose  of  Mt.  Canning's  note  is  merely  to  si>oifr 
to  me,  in  a  manner  as  friendly  and  respectiol  si 
possible  to  tbe  United  Stales,  their  iotenttoo  ta 
propose  it  to  Parliament.  One  object  of  all  this 
IS  certainly  to  conciliate  us,  although  it  may  be 
another  to  free  their  system,  as  far  as  the^  can, 
from  the  disadvantage  of  one  of  the  foriudnUt 
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re^Mchei  which  their  oppoDCDts  east  upon  iL 
Bnt  the  wise  nnd  nugDanimoDs  course  would  be 
at  once  to  tread  back  their  steps  upoo  the  whole 
of  this  ill-judged  measure,  instead  of  relying  apon 
smill  and  uusubstaotial  modifications,  whicb 
neither  produce  an  effect  npon  its  character  and 
pnociple,  oor  mitigate  the  severity  of  ift  practi- 
cil  coDsequenceft.  I  might,  if  I  thought  it  advis- 
able, take  the  occasion,  whicb  Mr.  Canning's  note 
uadoubtedly  furnishes,  to  press  upon  him  once 
more  the  policy  as  well  as  the  justice  of  such  a 
course.  But  I  believe  it,  under  all  circumstances, 
to  be  more  prudent  to  wait  for  your  instractioos, 
which  must,  I  think,  be  very  soon  received. 

1  have  already  had  the  honor  to  send  you  two 
copies  of  the  resolutions  moved  in  the  House  of 
Commons  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
as  tables  of  export  duties,  to  whicb  their  bill  should 
lefer.  1  have  enclosed  in  another  letter,  with 
which  this  will  be  accompanied,  a  copy  of  the 
bill  itself,  which  will,  however,  undergo  several 
sltentionSf  These  will  be  found  lo  be  explained 
(isfaras  I  am  acquainted  with  them)  in  the  let- 
ter above  meotioned. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

WM.  PINKNEY. 

Hod.  Jahbs  Madibom, 

jSecretery  of  State. 


Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

Foreign  Office,  Feb.  22, 1808. 

Sib:  I  have  already  bad  the  honor  of  assuring 
fou,  in  conversation,  of  the  disposition  which  is 
felt  by  the  British  Government  to  give  due  weight 
to  the  observations  which  you  have  made  to  me 
respecting  the  unfavorable  impression  likely  (in 
vour  opinion)  to  be  excited  in  the  United  Slates 
by  the  duty  proposed  to  be  levied  upon  cotton 
destined  for  the  use  of  the  enemy,  but  brought 
into  the  ports  of  this  country  conformably  to  the 
tenor  of  ibe  Orders  of  Council  of  the  lltb  No- 
vember last. 

Ton  are  alreadr  apprized  that  the  principle 
apon  which  the  wnole  of  ibis  measure  has  been 
framed,  is  that  of  refusing  to  the  enemy  those  ad- 
vantages of  commerce  which  he  has  forbidden  to 
this  country. 

The  simple  method  of  enforcing  this  system  of 
retaliation  would  have  been  to  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  the  enemy,  by  prohibltiog  altogether  all 
commercial  intercourse  between  him  and  otbeir 
States. 

It  was  from  considerationa  of  indulgence  lo 
neutral  trade,  that  the  more  mitigated  measure  of 
permitting  intercourse  under  the  reslraints  and 
regutaiions  of  a  duty  in  traneitu  was  adopted  ^ 
aud,  being  adopted  with  this  view,  it  was  not 
immediately  felt  by  the  British  Government  that 
there  might  be  a  distinction  taken  by  neutral 
States,  with  respect  to  articles  the  produce  of 
their  own  soil ;  and  that  while  the  commutation 
of  prohibition  into  duty  was  acknowledged  as  an 
indulgence,  when  applied  to  articles  of  foreign 
commerce,  of  which  they  were  only  tbe  carriers^ 


it  might  be  eoDBidered  as  an  iaTidions  impositioii 
when  applied  to  their  own  productioos. 

From  the  moment  that  this  distinction  has  been 
explained  to  the  British  Government,  they  hare 
been  desirous  of  manifesting  erery  attention  to 
it;  and  if  you,  sir,  had  been  possessed  of  the  ne- 
cessary authority  from  your  Government,  there 
would  have  been  no  ditBcqlty  in  entering  into  a 
specific  agreement  with  you  upon  tbe  subject.  In 
order,  however,  to  obviate  the  objection  in  a  great 
degree,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is 
intended  to  be  proposed  to  Parliament,  that  all 
cotton,  brought  into  this  country,  in  conformitx 
to  the  orders  of  council,  should  be  ab»olutel)r  pro- 
hibited from  being  exported  to  the  territories  of 
tbe  enemy.  But  as  you  are  iK>t  prepared  to  take 
upon  yourself  to  say  that  in  no  case  the  option 
would  be  acceptable,  an  option  will  still  be  left 
to  the  neutral  owner,  either  to  aeqaicsee  in  the 
total  prohibition,  or  to  re>export  the  article,  on 
the  payment  of  soeh  a  duty  aa  Parliuncnt  may 
judge  It  expedient  to  Impose. 

I  flatter  myself,  sir,  that  this  alteration  in  the 
legislative  regulations,  by  which  tbe  orders  of 
council  are  intended  to  be  carried  into  exeention, 
will  be  considered  by  yon  as  a  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  disposiiioD  of  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment to  consult  the  feelings  as  well  as  tbe  in- 
terests of  the  United  States,  in  any  manner  wbtcb 
may  not  impair  the  effect  of  that  measure  of 
commercial  restriction;  to  whicb  the  necessity  of 
.  repelling  the  injustice  of  his  enemies  has  obliged 
His  Majesty  reluctantly  to  have  recoarse. 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  dec, 

GEORGE  CANNING. 

WiLLUu  PiNKNEy,  Esq.,  &e. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Canning. 

QrBAT  CDMBBntAHD  PbAOB, 

February  2d,  1808. 

Mr.  Pinkney  presents  his  compliments  to  bis 
BxcelleDcy  Mr.  Canning,  and  has  the  honor  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  note  of  yesterday, 
relative  to  an  alteration  on  the  subject  of  cotton, 
in  tbe  legislative  regulations,  by  which  the  late 
orders  in  council  are  intetided  to  be  carried  into 
execution,  which  Mr.  Pinkney  will  hasten  to 
transmit  to  his  Government. 

Mr.  Pinkney  requests  Mr.  Caoning  to  accept 
assurances  of  his  high  consideration. 

Mr.  Ermine  to  Mr.  Madison. 

WASBinoTOM,  fib.  23,  ISOa 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  yon  the 
copies  of  certain  orders  of  council  which  His 
Majesty  has  tbouftht  proper  to  issue  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hostile  conduct  of  France  towards 
tbe  navigation  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
and  of  neutral  States. 

His  Majesty  has  been  induced  hitherto  to  for- 
bear recurring  to  measures  of  this  nature,  by  tbe 
expectation  toat  the  Governmeut  of  the  neutral 
States,  who  have  been  the  objects  of  tbe  French 
decrees,  would  have  been  awakened  to  a  jnat 
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sense  of  whut  thejr  owe  to  th^ir  interesia  aod 
ova  rights,  and  itrould  hare  ioierposed  with  effect 
either  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  French  de- 
crees, or  to  procure  their  abrogetioo. 

But  His  Majesty  having  been  disappointed  in 
this  just  expectation,  ana  perceiving  that  the 
neatral  nations,  so  far  from  opposing  any  effec- 
taat  resistance,  have  submitted  to  whatever  reg^- 
lations  France  maf  have  prescribed  for  giving 
effect  to  her  decrees,  can  no  longer  refrain  from 
having  recourse  to  such  measures  as,  by  retorting 
on  the  enemy  the  inconveniences  and  evils  pro- 
dticed  by  his  injustice  and  violence,  may  afford 
the  only  remaining  chanee  of  patting  an  end  to 
a  system,  the  perseverance  in  which  is  no  more 
hijarioQB  to  Hia  Majesty*s  dominions  than  to 
nations  not  parties  to  the  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  France. 

The  principle  upon  which  His  Majesty  finds 
himself  compelled  to  proceed  would  jusiiff  a 
complete  and  anqaalified  retaliation  on  this  part 
of  the  system,  annoaneed  and  acted  upon  by 
France,  in  respect  to  His  Majesty's  dominions  ; 
and  His  Majesty  might,  therefore,  have  declared 
in  a  state  of  rigorous  and  unmitigated  blockade 
all  the  coasts  and  colonies  of  France  and  her 
allies.  Such  a  measure  the  maritime  power  of 
Great  Britain  would  bare  enabled  His  Majesty 
to  enforce;  nor  would  those  nations  which  have 
acquiesced  without  effectual  remonstrance  in  the 
French  decree  of  blockade,  have  derived  any 
right  from  the  more  perfect  execution  of  a  cor- 
resiwndiog  determination,  on  the  part  of  His 
Majesty,  to  complain  of  His  Majesty's  enforcing 
that  measure,  which  the  enemy  has  executed  im- 
perfectly only  fVom  the  want  of  the  means  of 
execution. 

His  Majesty,  howerer,  actuated  by  the  same 
sentiments  of  moderation  bv  which  Hi.s  Majesty's 
conduct  has  been  unifarmly  gorerned,  has  been 
desirous  of  alleviating  as  much  as  possible  the 
inconveniences  necessarily  brought  upon  neutral 
nations  by  a  state  of  things  so  unfavorable  to  the 
commercial  intercourse  of  the  world,  and  has 
therefore  anxiously  considered  what  modifica- 
tions It  would  be  practicable  to  apply  to  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  he  is  competled  to  act,  vhich 
would  not,  at  the  ^ame  time  that  they  mi^ht 
afford  relief  from  the  pressure  of  that  principle 
upmi  neutral  or  friendly  nations,  impede  or  en- 
feeble its  operation  upon  the  enemy. 

la  paraaaoce  of  this  desire,  the  order  in  coun- 
cil, wliich,  if  it  bad  ended  with  the  sixth  para- 
graph,  would  hare  been  no  more  than  a  strict 
and  jdstifiable  retaliation  for  the  French  decree 
of  November,  1806,  proceeds^  as  you  will  observe, 
sir,  to  provide  many  material  exceptions  which 
are  calculated  to  qualify  the  operation  of  the  or- 
der upon  neutral  nations  in  general,  but  which 
must  be  considered  as  most  peculiarly  favorable 
to  the  particular  interests  of  the  United  Slates. 

It  will  not  escape  you,  sir,  that  by  this  order  in 
council,  thus  modified  and  regulated,  the  direct 
intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  the  colo- 
nies of  the  enemy  is  unrestrained  ;  an  indulgence, 
whichj  when  it  is  considered  to  be  (as  it  really 


in)  not  only  a  mitigation  of  that  principle  of  just 
reprisal  upon  which  the  ordier  itself  is  framed, 
but  a  deviation  in  favor  of  the  United  States, 
from  that  ancient  and  established  principle  of 
maritime  law  by  vrhich  the  intercourse  with  the 
colonies  of  an  enemy  in  time  of  war  is  limited 
to  the  extent  which  that  enemy  was  accustoroeJ 
in  time  of  peace  to  prescribe  for  it,  and  which,bf 
reference  to  the  conduct  of  France  in  a  time  of 
peace,  would  amount  to  a  complete  interdieiion, 
cannot  fail  to  afford  to  the  American  Oovna* 
ment  a  proof  of  the  amicable  disposition  of  Hit 
Majestv  towards  the  United  States. 

You  will  observe,  sir,  also,  that  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  colonial  produce  of  the  enemjr  ftom 
the  United  States  to  Europe,  instead  of  being  it 
together  prohibited,  which  would  have  been  the 
natural  retaliation  for  the  rigorous  and  nnireml 

Crohibiiion  of  British  produce  and  manufitctam 
jr  France,  h  freely  permitted  to  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain,  frith  the  power  of  subseqneady 
re-exportiag  it  to  any  part  of  Europe,  under  ce^ 
tain  regulations. 

The  object  of  these  regulations  will  be  the  es- 
tablishment of  such  a  protecting  duty  as  shtll 
prevent  the  enemy  from  obtaining  the  prodnee 
of  his  own  colonies  at  a  cheaper  rate  tbaa  thsi 
of  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  la  this  doty  it 
is  evident  that  America  is  no  otherwise  conceroed 
than  as  being  to  make  an  advance  to  that  amonot 
for  which  it  is  in  her  own  power  amply  tpiDdem- 
nify  herself  at  the  expense  of  the  foreign  coo- 
sumer. 

Another  most  important  relaxation  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  His  Miijesty^s  orders  proceed 
is,  that  which  licenses  Uie  importation  of  alt  float 
and  meal,  and  all  grains,  tobacco,  and  other  sTii- 
cles,  the  produce  oi  the  soil  of  America,  with  tbe 
exception  of  cotton,  through  tbe  ports  of  His 
Majesty's  dominions  into  those  of  his  enemiei, 
without  the  payment  of  any  duty  on  the  transit 
This  is.  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  an  instance  io 
which  His  Majesty  has  deprived  ttiis  measure  of 
its  most  efficacious  and  hurtful  operation  agaiiut 
the  enemy,  through  motives  of  consideraiionfot 
the  interests  of  America.  The  reason  why  ffs 
Majesty  could  not  feel  himself  at  liberty,  consist- 
ent with  what  was  necessary  for  the  execntioa 
of  his  purpose  in  any  tolerable  degree,  to  allow 
this  relaxation  to  apply  to  cotton,  is  to  be  fonad 
in  the  great  extent  to.  which  France  has  poshed 
the  manufacture  of  that  article,  and  the  const- 
qaent  embarrassment  upon  her  trade,  which  i 
heavy  impost  upon  eotton,  as  it  passes  thronfh 
Great  'Britain  to  France,  must  necesfttrily  pro* 
doce. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  con- 
trast between  the  diftrent  modes  in  which  His 
Majesty's  orders  and  those  of  France  are  carried 
into  execution.  By  His  Majesty's,  the  utmost 
consideration  is  manifested  for  tbe  interests  or 
those  nations  whose  commerce  be  is  reluctantly 
compelled  to  impede,  and  ample  time  alloweti 
for  tneir  becoming  acquainted  with  the  new  regu- 
lations and  conforming  to  them ;  whereas  France, 
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without  aa^  prpticHis  notice,  aod  withtfat  moj  In- 
terfal,  applies  her  orders  to  trade  alreadf  catered 
upon  ID  ignorane*  of  aojr  sneh  orders,  and  sab- 
jeets  to  eoademnatioa  sbifw  wbose  voyages,  when 
eommenoed,  were  in  strict  coDformitjr  to  all  the 
iwutations  at  that  time  promutgated  bjr  France. 

KTen  with  these  and  other  modifications,  His 
Msjesty  is  not  unaware  that  a  measore  extorted 
from  faim  by  the  iajustice  of  the  enemy  must  in- 
eTitably  prodaee  incoDTenieDces  to  the  aentral 
parlies  wno  are  affected  by  its  operation.  The 
right  of  His  Majesty  to  resort  to  retaliatioo  can- 
not be  questioned.  The  suffering  occasioned  to 
neutral  parties  is  incidental,  and  not  of  His  Maj- 
esty's swking.  In  the  exercise  of  this  undoubted 
right.  His  Majesty  has  studiously  endearored  to 
aroia  ^graTating  unnecessarily  the  inconreni- 
•met  rafiered  by  the  neutral.  And  I  am  com- 
manded by  His  Majesty  especially  to  represent  to 
the  Goremment  of  the  United  States  the  eamesi 
toire  of  His  Majesty  to  see  the  commerce  of  tb« 
world  restored  once  more  to-th*t  fVeedom  which 
w  necessary  for  its  prosperity,  and  his  readinesa 
to  abandon  the  system  which  has  been  foreed 
n^D  biro,  whenerer  th*  enetiif  shall  retract  the 
minciples  which  bare  rAdered  it  necessary.  But 
His  Majesty  entertains  the  conTictioo,  upon  which 
alone  his  present  measures  are  founded,  that  it 
would  be  in  rain  to  hope  for  such  a  retraction 
tititil  the  enemy  shall  himself  haTe  been  made  to 
fe«l  a  portion  of  the  eriU  which  he  has  endea- 
Tored  10  inflict  upon  othent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  considera- 
tion and  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

D.  M;  BRSKINB. 
Jambs  MADieoM,  Secretary  of  State. 


Mt.  Madison,  Secretary  a£  State,  to  Mr.  Erskioe. 

DBPARTiiBnT  or  State, 

March  25, 1808. 

StK:  Having  laid  before  the  President  your 
letter  of  the  23d  of  February,  explaining  the  cha- 
racter of  certain  British  orders  of  council  issued 
in  November  last,  I  proceed  to  communicate  the 
observations  and  represeniatioos  which  will  mani- 
fest to  your  Qoveroment  the  sentiments  of  the 
President  on  so  deep  a  violation  of  the  commoroe 
and  rights  of  the  United  States. 

These  orders,  interdict  to  neutral  nations,  or 
Father  to  the  United  States,  now  the  onlv  coto- 
XBereial  nation  in  a  atnie  of  neotraliiy,  all  eom- 
xneree  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Bntain,  now 
xaearly  the  whole  eommerdal  world,  with  certain 
exceptfoDS  only,  aftd  under  certain  regnlations, 
iMit  too  evidently  fashioned  to  the  commercial, 
the  mannfiu;ti»ii^,  and  the  fiscal  policy  of  Great 
Srilain ;  and,  on  that  aecdont,  ttw  more  derc^- 
coiy  from  the  honor  and  independence  of  neutral 
nations. 

The  orders  are  the  more  calculated  to  excite 
sarprise  in  the  United  States,  as  they  have  dis- 
z-e^rded  the  remonstrances  conveyed  in  my  let- 
ters of  the  20th  and  29th  March,  1807,  against 
noother  order  of  council,  issued  on  a  similar  plea, 
iwk  (he  moDth  of  JaaMuy,  1807.  To  thoee  jnst 


remOHtmiRes  ao  answer  was  indeed  ever  given ; 
whilst  the  order  has  been  continued  in  its  pemi- 
oions  operation  against  the  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  Stalos.  aad  we  now  find  added  to  it 
others  instituting  atill  more  ruinous  depredations, 
without  even  the  addition  of  any  new  pretext ; 
and  when,  moreover,  it  is  notorioas  that  the  or- 
der of  January  w(u  of  a  nature  greatly  to  ovor- 
balanoe  in  its  effects  any  injuries  to  Great  Briuin- 
that  could  be  appreheaded  from  the  illegal  op- 
emtion  of  the  French  decree  on  which  the  order 
was  to  retaliate,  had  that  decree  in  its  ill^at 
operation  been  actually  applied  to  the  United 
States  and- been  acquiesced  in  by  them. 

The  last  orders,  tilce  that  of  Janmryjprocecd 
on  the  most  unsnbstantial  foundation.  They  a»- 
snme  for  fact  an  acqoietcenee  of  the  Uoited 
States  in  an  onlawfol  applioation  to  them  of  the 
Freoeh  decree ;  and  they  as.-^Bme  for  a  principle 
that  the  right  oif  retaliatioit,  aceraing  to  one  bel- 
ligerent against  a  neutral,  through  whom  an  in- 
jnry  is  done  by  another  betligerent,  is  not  to  have 
lor  its  measure  that  of  the  injury  reooived,  bat 
may  be  exercised  in  any  extent  and-  under  any 
modifications  which  nay  suit  the  pleasora  or  the 
policy  of  the  complaining  party. 

The  fact,  sir,  is  unequivocalfy  disowned.  It  is 
not  true  that  the  United  States  have  acquiesced 
in  any  illegal  operation  of  the  French  decree; 
nor  is  it  even  true  that,  at  the  date  of  the  British 
orders  of  November  11,  a  single  application  of 
that  decree  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
on  the  high  seas  can  be  presumed  to  have  been 
known  to  the  British  Government. 

The  French  decree  in  question  has  two  dia- 
tinct  aspects;  one  clearly  importing  an  iotraded 
operation  within  (he  territorial  limits  ns  a  local 
law,  the  other  apparently  importing  an  intended 
operation  on  the  high  seas. 

Under  the  first  aspect,  the  decree,  however 
otherwise  objectionable,  cannot  be  said  to  have 
violated  the  neutrality  of  the  United  States.  If 
the  governing  Powers  on  the  Continent  of  Eu- 
rope choose  to  exclude  from  their  poru  British 
property  or  British  productions,  or  neutral  ves- 
sels proeeediog  from  British  ports,  it  is  an  act  of 
sovereignty  which  the  United  Stales  have  no 
right  to  controvert.  The  same  sovereignty  is  ex- 
ercised by  Great  Britain  at  all  times,  ia  peaee  as 
well  as  in  war,  towards  her  friends  as  welt  as  her 
enemies.  Her  statute  book  presents  a  thousand 
illustrations. 

It  is  only,  therefore,  under  the  other  aspect  of 
the  decree,  that  it  can  have  violated  neutral  rights, 
and  this  would  hare  resalted  from  its  execution 
on  the  high  seas,  whether  on  the  pretext  of  nom- 
inal blockade,  or  with  a  view  to  enforce  a  domes- 
tic regulation  against  foreign  vessels,  not  within 
the  domestic  precincts,  but  under  the  authority 
aod  protection  of  the  law  of  nations. 

Has,  then,  the  French  decree  been  executed  on 
the  high  seas  agaiost  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  Great  Briuio  ?  and  have  the 
United  States  acquiesced  in  the  unlawful  and  in- 
jurious proceeding?  ' 

I  atate,'  sir,  on  undeniable  authority,  that  the 
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firat  iastaoce  in  which  that  decree  was  put  in 
force  agr&iDst  the  Deutral  rights  of  the  United 
States  was  tt|at  of  the  Horizon,  an  American 
ship,  boDod  from  Qreat  Britain  to  Lima,  wrecked 
within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  France,  but 
eoodemned  under  an  exposition  of  the  decree, 
extending  to  the  high  seas  its  operation  against 
neutrals.  This  judicial  decision  took  place  as 
late  as  the  X6th  day  of  October,  1S07,  and  was 
not  officially  known  to  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris  until  some 
time  in  November.  At  the  date,  therefore,  of  the 
first  order  of  Great  Britain,  no  injury  whatever 
had  been  done  to  her,  through  an  aggression  on 
the  eommerca  of  the  United  States.  No  pre- 
Mimption  eren  had  been  lufficientljr  authorized 
that  the  express  stipulations  in  the  treaty  of 
France  with  the  United  Stntes  would  not  exempt 
their  commerce  at  least  from  the  operation  of  any 
edict  incompatible  with  them.  At  lUe  date  ereo 
of  the  Utter  orders  of  November  llth,  it  appears 
that  the  only  aggression  which  had  then  occurred, 
was  pretty  certainly  unknown  to  the  British 
Qoreroment,  and  could  therefore  have  had  no 
ahare  in  producing  this  alleged  retalialion. 

To  the  fact  that  the  case  of  the  ship  Hori- 
zon was  the  first  that  occurred  of  an  execution  of 
the  French  decree  on  the  high  seas,  I  am  able  to 
add,  that  as  late  as  the  30t^  of  Norember,  no 
other  case  had  beea  brought  into  the  French 
court  of  prizes.  From  accounts  which  have  late- 
ly appeared,  it  is  more  than  probaUe  that  anlaw- 
ful  captures  by  French  cruisers  have  since  taken 
place,  but  it  remains  to  be  knowo  whether  tbey 
are  to  be  referred  to  the  concurrence  of  the 
French  Goveramentio  the  judgment  pronounced 
in  the  case  of  the  Horizon,  or  not  rather  to  a 
FrMich  decree  of  the  17th  December  last,  pro- 
fessing to  be  a  retaliation  on  the  British  orders  of 
November  11. 

I  state,  with  equal  confidence,  that  at  no  time 
have  the  United  States  acquiesced  in  violations 
of  their  neutral  rights,  injurious  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, or  any  other  heiligereDt  nation.  So  far  were 
they  in  particular  from  acquiescing  in  the  French 
decree  of  November,  1806,  that  the  moment  it 
was  known  to  the  Minister  at  Paris,  he  called  for 
explanations  of  its  meaniujp,  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  which  were  lavorable,  and  uncon- 
tradieted  by  the  actual  operation  of  the  decree; 
that  he  steadily  watched  over  the  proceedings 
under  it,  with  a  readiness  to  interpose  againai 
any  unlawful  extension  of  them,  to  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States;  that  no  time  was 
lost,  after  the  decree  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Government  here,  in  giving  him  pro  per"  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject;  that  he  was  equally  prompt, 
en  receiving  the  decision  of  the  court  in  the  case 
of  the  Horizon,  in  presenting  to  ttie  French  Gov- 
ernment a  remonstrance  in  terms  which  can 
never  be  censured  for  a  defect  of  energy ;  and 
that  by  the  first  opportunity  after  that  decision 
reached  the  President,  the  particular  instructions 
required  by  it  were  forwarded  to  that  Minister. 
Koris  it  to  be  forgotten  thnt, previous  to  theBrit- 
ish  orders  of  November,  it  bad  been  explicitly 


communieated  to  the  British  GoTwnmeat  bythe 
American  Minister  at  I^ondon,  that  explaoatiou 
uncontradicted  by  any  overt  act  had  been  given 
to  our  Minister  at  Paris,  which  justified  a  reli< 
ance  that  the  French  decree  would  not  be  pot  in 
force  against  the  United  States,  and  that  (be 
communication  was  repeated  to  the  British  Gor> 
ernraeot immediately  on  the  publication  of  ibote 
orders. 

What  more  could  have  been  required  or  tke 
part  of  the  United  States  to  obviate  retaliating 
pretensions  of  any  sort  on  the  part  of  Gnu 
Britain  1  Retaliations  are  measureit  of  right  in 
all  cases.  Where  they  are  to  operate  tbroagha 
third  and  involimtary  party,  they  will  nerarbe 
hastily  resorted  to  by  a  magaanimous  or  a  jtW 
Power,  which  will  always  allow  to  the  third 
party  its  right  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  case, 
and  will  never  permit  itself  to  enforce  its  neai- 
ures,  without  affording  a  reasonable  time  for  tit 
use  of  reasonable  means  for  substituting  anothct 
remedy.  What  would  be  the  situation  of  neuinl 
Powers,  if  the  first  blow  levelled  through  them 
by  one  belligerent  against  another  wa>  toleart 
them  no  choice  but  between  the  retaliation  ren- 
geanceof  the  latter,  and  an  instant  declaration  of 
war  against  the  former  7  Reason  revolts afpintt 
this  as  the  sole  alternative.  The  United  Ststet 
could  no  more  be  bound  to  evade  the  British  <»■ 
ders  by  an  immediate  war  with  France,  tbaatbey 
were  bound  toatone  for  the  buroiug  of  tfaeFreach 
ship  of  war,  on  the  shore  of  North  Carolina,  hy 
an  immediate  resort  lo  arms  a^nst  Great  Briuin- 

With  respect  to  the  principle  assumed  by  the 
British  orders,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  it  conU 
not  ju-ttify  them  in  the  extent  given  to  their  op^ 
aiioo,  if  the  facts  erroneously  assnined  could  hire 
been  fully  sustained. 

Retaliation  is  a  specific  or  eqnivalent  return  oT 
injury,  for  injury  received;  and  where  it  is  to 
operate  through  the  interests  uf  a  third  parif, 
having  no  voFuntary  participation  in  the  ioiarir 
received,  the  return  ought,  as  already  obserrBl, 
to  be  inflicted  with  the  most  forbearing  hand. 

This  is  the  language  of  common  sense  and  ik< 
clearest  equity.  As  the  right  to  retaliate  resnin 
merely  from  the  wrong  suffered,  it  cannot,  in  tbe 
nature  of  thinga,  extend  beyond  the  extent  of  the 
suffering.  There  may  often  be  a  difficulty  in  tn- 
idyiog  this  rale  with  exactneoa,  apd  a  reasoaane 
fotiiiue  may  be  allowable  on  that  consideratioo. 
But  a  manifest  and  extravagant  departure  fro* 
the  rule  can  find  no  apology. 

What,  then,  is  the  extent  of  the  injary  eipm- 
eooed  by  Great  Britain  from  ihe  measures  of  her 
ettemies,  so  far  as  the  operation  of  those  nms* 
ures  through  tlve  United  States  ean  render  then 
in  any  senae  responsible  1 

A  mere  declaration  by  a  belligerent,  wilhtui 
the  intention  or  the  means  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
against  the  rights  and  obligations  of  a  neutnt 
nation,  and  thence  against  the  interests  of  aooiha 
belligerent,  could  a£»rd  no  pretext  to  the  Utter 
to  retaliate  at  tbe  expense  of  the  neutral.  The 
declaration  might  give  just  offence  to  the  neotroli 
but  it  would  belojjgto  hiia alone  todccideonuK 
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eoane  pmcribed  bf  the  respeet  be  owed  to  him- 
leir.  No  real  damage  baving  aecraed  to  tbe  bel- 
ligCRDt,  DO  iademoity  eould  accrue. 

For  the  same  reasoa,  a  dedaratioo  of  a  b^lig- 
erent,  whicb  be  is  known  to  be  either  not  in  a 
situaiioo,  or  not  to  intend  to  carry  but  partially 
iDto  execution  against  a  neutral,  to  tbe  injury  of 
anotber  belligerent,  could  never  gire  more  than  a 
rigbt  to  a  commensurate  redress  against  tbe  neu- 
tral. All  remaining  unexecuted,  and  eridently 
not  to  be  executed,  is  merely  ostensible,  working 
DO  injury  to  any,  unless  it  be  in  tbe  disrespect  to 
tbe  neutral,  to  wbom  alone  it  belongs  to  resent 
or  disregard  it. 

Bring  tbe  case  before  us  to  tbit  plain  and  equi- 
table test,  Tbe  French  decree  of  November, 
1806,  oodertook  to  declare  tbe  British  islet  in  a 
■late  of  Uockade,  to  be  enforced,  if  yoa  please, 
against  tbe  neutral  commerce  of  tbe  Uaited 
States,  on  tbe  high  seas,  according  to  the  faculty 
possessed  for  tbe  purpose.  As  far  as  it  wasacta< 
ally  enforced,  or  an  effect  resulted  from  an  appre- 
liaision  that  it  could  and  would  be  enforced,  it 
Tras  an  injury  to  Qreat  Britain,  for  which,  let  it 
be  supposed,  tbe  United  Slates  were  answerable. 
On  the  other  baud,  as  far  as  it  was  not  enforced, 
and  evideotly  either  would  not  or  could  not  be 
enforced,  no  injury  was  experienced  by  Great 
Britain,  sod  no  remedy  could  lie  against  tbe  Uni- 
ted States.  Now,  sir,  it  never  was  pretended 
that  at  the  date  of  the  first  British  order,  issued 
in  January,  1807,  any  injury  had  accrued  to  or 
-was  apprehended  by  Qreat  Britain  from  ao  exe- 
etuion  of  the  French  decree  against  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  on  the  theatre  of 
their  neutral  rights ;  so  far  from  it,  that  the  order 
stands  self  condemned  as  a  measure  of  retalia- 
tion, by  expressly  stating  that  tbe  fleets  of  Franee 
and  her  allies,  instead  of  being  able  to  enforce 
she  blockade  of  the  British  isles,  were  themselves 
confined  to  their  own  ports  by  the  entire  superi- 
ority of  the  British  navy;  eonvertiog  thus,  by 
the  strangest  of  reasonings,  tbe  security  of  Qreat 
Britain  against  injury  from  tbe  French  decree, 
into  a  title  to  commit  injury  oa  a  neutral  party. 
In  the  November  drders,  also,  whilst  it  is  admit- 
ted that  tiie  Freucb  decree  could  not  be  but  im- 
perfectly executed  for  want  of  means,  it  is  assert- 
ed that  the  intention  of  the  French  decree,  and 
not  the  injury  accruing  from  its  operation  ifaroagh 
the  commerce  of  tbe  United  States,  is  tbe  scale 
by  which  the  retaliating  injury  against  them  is 
to  be  measured. 

Saeh  are  tbe  pretexts  and  sueh  the  priueiples 
on  which  oite  great  branch  of  the  lawful  cem- 
merce  of  this  couolry  became  a  victim  to  the 
first  British  order,  and  on  which  tbe  last  orders 
are  now  sweeping  from  the  ocean  all  hs  most 
Talued  remains. 

Against  such  an  unprecedented  system  of  war- 
lare  on  neutral  rights  and  national  independence, 
the  common  judgment  and  common  ieelioga  of 
mankind  must  forever  protest. 

I  touch,  sir,  with  reluctance,  the  question  on 
which  of  the  belligerent  sides  the  invasion  of 
neutral  rights  had  its  origin.  As-  the  Uaited 
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States  do  not  acquiesce  ia  these  invasioiia  by 
either,  there  could  be  no  plea  for  involving  them 
in  tbe  controversy.  But  as  tbe  British  orders 
have  made  the  decree  of  France,  declaring,  con- 
trary to  the  law  of  natioiu,  tbe  British  islands  in 
a  state  of  blockade,  the  immedute  foundation  of 
their  destructive  warfare  on  our  commerce,  it  be- 
loag3  to  the  subject  to  remind  your  Government 
of  the  illegal  interruptions  and  spoliations  suf- 
fered, previous  to  that  decree,  by  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  under  the  proceed* 
ings  of  British  cruisers  and  courts,  and,  for  the 
most  part,  io  consequence  of  express  orders  of  tbe 
Government  itself.  Omitting  proofs  of  inferior 
note,  I  refer  to  tbe  extensive  aggressions  on  the 
trade  of  tbe  United  States,  founded  on  the  plea 
of  blockades,  never  legally  established  according 
to  recognised  definitions,  to  tbe  still  more  exten- 
sive violationi  of  our  commerce  with  ports  of  her 
enemies  not  pretended  to  be  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade, and  to  the  British  order  of  Council  issued 
near  the  commencement  of  the  existing  war. 
This  order,  besides  its  general  interpolation  against 
tbe  established  law  of  nations,  is  distinguished 
by  a  special  ingredient,  violating  that  law  as  rec- 
ognised by  tbe  course  of  decisions  in  tbe  British 
courts.  It  subjects  to  capture  and  condemnation 
air  neutral  vessels  returninz  with  lawful  cargoes, 
on  the  sole  consideration  that  tbey  had  io  their 
outward  voyage  deposited  contraband  of  war  at 
a  hostile  port. 

If  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  could, 
therefore,  in  any  case,  be  reasonably  made  the 
victim  and  the  sport  of  mutual  charges  aod  re- 
proaches between  belligerent  parties,  with  respeet 
to  tbe  priority  of  tlieir  aggressions  on  neutral 
commerce.  Qreat  Britain  must  look  beyond  the 
epoch  she  nas  chosen  for  illegal  acta  of  her  adver- 
sary, in  support  of  the  allegation  on  which  she 
founds  her  retaliating  edicts  against  our  com- 
merce. 

But  the  United  States  are  given  to  understand 
that  tbe  British  Government  has,  as  a  proof  of 
its  indulgent  and  amicable  disposition  towards 
them,  mitigated  tbe  authorized  ri^or  it  might 
have  given  to  its  measures,  by  certain  exceptions 
peculiarly  favorable  to  tbe  commercial  interests 
of  the  United  States. 

I  forbear,  sir,  to  express  all  tbe  emotions  with 
which  such  a  language,  on  sueh  an  occasion,  is 
calculated  to  inspire  a  nation  whicb  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  uneonseioos  of  its  rights,  nor  mistake 
for  an  alleviation  of  wrongs,  regulations,  to  ad- 
mit tbe  validity  of  which  would  to  asnime 
badges  of  humiliation  never  worn  by  an  inde- 
pendent Power. 

The  first  of  these  indulgences  is  a  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  dependencies  of  tbe  enemies 
of  Qreat  Britain,  and  it  is  considered  as  enhanced 
by  its  being  a  deviation,  io  favor  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  from  tbe  ancient  and  established  prinoi- 
pte  of  maritime  law,  prohibiting  altogether  sueh 
an  intercourse  io  lime  of  war. 

Surety,  sir,  your  Government^in  assuming  this 
principle  in  such  terms,  io  relation  to  tbe  United 
States,  must  have  foigotten  their  repeated  and 
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formal  protestt  Bgainst  it,  u  theM  are  to  be  found 
io  the  diseussioDK  ud  commnnieatioiu  of  their 
Minister  at  London,  as  well  as  in  explaDatioos 
oeeasionallr  made  oo  that*Mbject  to  the  British 
representative  here.  But  permit  me  to  ask  more 
partienlarly,  how  it  could  have  happened  that 
the  priociple  is  characterized  as  an  ancient  and 
established  one?  I  put  the  question  the  more 
freeljr,  because  it  has  nerer  been  denied  that  the 
principle,  as  asserted  by  your  Gorernment,  was, 
for  the  first  lime,  introduced  during  the  war  of 
1756.  It  is,  in  fact,  inrariably  cited  and  described 
in  all  judicial  and  other  oflficial  transactions,  "  as 
the  rule  of  1756."  It  can  haTe  no  pretension, 
therefore,  to  the  title  of  an  ancierU  rate. 

And,  instead  of  being  an  established  rule  or 
principle,  it  is  well  known  that  Great  Britain  is 
the  only  nation  that  has  acted  upon,  or  otherwise 
given  a  sanction  to  it.  Nay,  it  is  not  even  an  es- 
tablished principle  in  the  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
ain herself.  When  first  applied  in  the  war  of 
1756,  the  legality  of  a  nevtral  trade  with  enemies' 
colonies  was  not  contested  by  it.  In  certain  cases 
only  of  the  colonial  trade,  tfae  allegation  was, 
that  the  presumptive  evidence  arising  from  cir- 
cumstances against  the  bona  fide  neutrality  of  the 
ownership  justified  the  condemnation  as  of  ene- 
mies* property.  If  the  rule  of  coodemnatioQ  was 
alterwards,  during  that  war,  converted  into  the 

Erinciple  now  asserted,  it  could  not  possibly  have 
een  in  operation,  in  its  new  shape,  more  than  a 
Tery  few  years.  During  the  succeeding  war  of 
1778,  it  is  admitted  by  every  British  authority, 
that  the  principle  waS  never  brought  into  opera- 
.tion.  It  may  be  regarded,  in  fact,  as  having  been 
silently  abanddned.  And  within  the  penod  of 
war.  since  its  commencement  to  1793,  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  principle  has  been  alternately 
contracted  and  extended,  explained  sometimes  io 
one  way,  sometimes  to  another,  rested  now  oo 
this  foundatioD,  now  on  that,  is  oo  secret  to  those 
who  have  attended  to  its  history  and  progress  in 
the  British  Orders  of  Council  and  the  British 
Courts  of  Admiralty. 

With  the  exception,  thraefore,  of  a  period,  the  , 
Ust  in  modern  times  from  which  authentic  pre- 
cedents of  maritime  law  will  be  drawOj  and 
throu^^hont  which  the  United  States,  more  inter- 
ested iQ  the  question  than  any  other  oalion,  have 
uniformly  combated  the  innovation,  the  princi- 
ple has  not  in  the  British  trihunab  been  in  oper- 
ation for  a  longer  term  than  three,  four,  or  five 
years,  whilst  in  no  others,  has  it  ever  made  its 
appearance,  hut  to  receive  a  decision  protesting 
against  it. 

Such  is  the  antiquity,  and  such  the  authority, 
of  a  principle,  the  deviations  from  which  are  held 
out  as  so  many  favors  consoling  the  United 
States  for  the  wide-spread  destruction  of  their 
legitio^te  commerce. 

What  must  be  said  as  to  the  other  exceptions, 
which  seem  to  have  been  viewed  as  claims  on 
the  eraiitude  of  the  United  States?  Is  it  an 
indufgence  to  them  in  canyiosr  on  tbeir  trade 
with  the  whole  Continent  iS  Kurope,  to  be  laid 


under  the  necessity  of  fpnu'g  first  to  a  Britttii 
port,  to  aeoept  a  Brttisfa  license,  and  to  pay  a  trib- 
ute to  the  British  excbeqaer,  as  if  we  bul  ben 
reduced  to  the  colonial  situation  which  once  in- 
posed  these  monopolizing  restraints? 

What,  again,  must  be  said  as  to  the  other 
features  which  we  see  blended  on  the  faeeof 
these  regulations  7  If  the  policy  of  them  lie  to 
subject  an  enemy  to  privations,  why  are  chu- 
nels  opened  for  a  British  trade  with  theia  vUeli 
are  shut  to  a  neutral  trade?  If,  in  other cimi, 
the  real  object  be  to  admit  a  neutral  trade  wiih 
the  enemy,  whv  is  it  required  that  neoual  vendi 
shall  per^rm  the  ceremony  of  passing  througli& 
British  port,  when  it  can  have  no  imaginaUs  ef- 
fect but  the  known  and  inevitable  one  of  pioUb-  < 
iting  the  admiasitm  of  the  trade  into  the  poTt«(  , 
desunation  ? 

I  will  not  ask  why  a  primary  article  of  oar  |i^ 
duetions  and  exports,  cotton  wool,  is  to  be  diitia- 
guished,  in  its  transit,  by  a  heavy  impost  not  in- 
posed  on  other  articles,  because  it  is  frsDUf 
avowed,  in  your  explaaatioo  of  the  orders,  to  m 
intended  as  an  encouragement  to  British  muH- 
factures,  and  a  check  to  the  rival  ones  of  FraoK. 
I  suppress,  also^  though  without  the  sane  reuoB 
for  it,  the  inquiry  why  less  rigorous  restricliw 
are  applied  to  the  trade  of  the  Barhary  Powtn 
than  are  enforced  against  that  of  a  nation,  sub 
as  the  United  States,  and  io  relations  suck  u 
have  existed  between  them  and  Great  Briuio.  | 

I  cannot,  however,  pass  without  notice  the  tot 
unwarrantable  innovations  contained  in  the  two 
last  of  the  orders.   In  one  of  them,  a  certifteiM 
of  the  local  origin  of  a  cargo,  although  pennitMd 
in  tht^port  of  departure,  and  reqairwl  ia  the  pot  i 
of  destmatioo,  by  regulations  purely  domcftie  it  ' 
both,  and  strictly  analogoos  in  principle  to  re^ 
lations  in  the  commercial  code  of  Great  BiituD, 
is  made  a  cause  of  capture  on  the  high  seas,  awl 
of  condemnation  in  her  maritime  courts.  Intk 
other  order,  the  sale  of  a  merchant  ship  by  i  bei- 
ligerent  owner  to  a  neutral,  althoughatransaetiofl 
as  legal,  when  fair,  as  a  dealing  in  any  other  irii-  I 
tide,  is  condemned  by  a  genenil  rule,  without  u  ! 
atom  of  proof  or  of  presumption,  that  the  tntufa 
in  the  particular  case  is  fraudulent,  and  the  pre- 
perty,  therefore,  left  in  an  enemy. 

In  fine,  sir,  the  President  sees  in  the  edicts  e«- 
munieated  by  70U,  facu  assumed  which  did  aol 
exist,  principles  asserted  which  never  can  be  1^ 
mitted,  and,  under  the  name  of  retaliation,  mei^  1 
sores  transcending  the  limits  reeoncUaUe  win 
the  facta  and  the  principles,  as  if  both  wen  u 
eonect  aa  they  are  unfounded.  He  sees,  nore- 
over,  in  the  modifications  of  this  system,  rMV*' 
tions  violating  equally  our  neutral  rights  ano  oar 
national  sovereignty.  He  persuades  hims^f.  tbcN- 
fore,  that  your  Government  will  see  inthe  jartiee 
of  the  observations  now  made,  in  addition  to  tho« 
I  had  the  honor  verbally  to  sute  to  you  ia  tbe 
first  instance,  that  the  United  States  are  well 
warranted  in  looking  for  a  speedy  revocatioaof  ■ 
system  which  is  every  day  augmenting  the  man 
of  injury,  for  which  the  UnitM  Stales  have  tie 
best  Mcuiou  to  rcdrtn. 
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I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respfct  and 
GOOsideralioDj  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MADISON. 
The  Hod.  D.  M.  Brsxine, 

Mimater  PUnipotentimrf^ 


Hr.  Rou  to  Mr.  MadiMD. 
Waswhotom,  Jamary  36, 1808. 
Sia:  Htvinp  had  the  honor  to  state  to  you, 
tbtt  I  am  expressljr  preoloded  by  my  tnsiruetioos 
from  eoteriDg  apon  any  nefotiatioa  for  the  ad- 
jaatment  of  the  differences  arisi&g  from  the  en- 
eODDter  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Leopard  and  the 
frigate  of  the  United  States  the  Chesapeake,  as 
long  as  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  Sd  of  July,  1807,  shall  be  in 
force,  I  beg  leare  to  offer  you  such  further  ex* 
plaoation  of  the  oatore  of  that  condition,  as  ap- 
pears to  me  calculated  to  place  the  motives,  under 
which  it  has  been  enjoined  to  me,  thus  to  bring 
at  forward  in  thetr  true  light. 

In  whatever  spirit  that  instrument  was  issued, 
it  ia  tofficiently  obvions  that  it  has  been  produc- 
Cite  of  eoDsiderable  prejudice  to  His  Majesty's 
intereBts,  as  confided  to  his  military  and  other 
serrants  in  the  United  States^  to  the  honor  of  his 
flag,  and  to  the  privileges  of  his  Ministers  accred- 
ited to  the  American  Government.   From  the 
operation  of  this  proclamation  have  unavoidably 
resulted  effects  of  retaliation  and  self-assumed  re- 
dress, which  might  be  held  to  affect  materially 
tke  question  of  the  reparation  due  to  the  United 
Stales,  es[>ecially  inasmuch  as  its  execution  has 
been  persevered  in  after  the  knowledge  of  His 
Majesty's  early,  unequivocal,  and  unsolicited  dis- 
avowal of  the  unauthorized  act  of  Admiral  Berke- 
ley, his  disclaimer  of  the  pretension  exhibited  by 
that  officei^o  search  the  natiooal  ships  of  a  friend- 
ly Power  for  deserters,  and  the  assurances  of 
prompt  and  efieetual  reparation,  alt  eommnniea- 
ted  witboot  loiB  of  time  to  the  Minister  of  the 
United  States  in  London,  so  as  not  to  leave  a 
doubt  as  to  His  Majesty's  jast  and  amicable  in- 
tentioQs.  But  His  Majesty,  making  every  allow- 
uee  for  the  irritation  wblcn  waa  excited,  and  the 
mlsapprebennona  which  existed,  has  authorized 
ine  to  proceed  in  the  n^tiation  upon  the  sole 
diacontiDuaaee  of  measures  of  so  inimical  a 
tcBdeney. 

YoQ  are  aware,  sir,  that  any  delay  which  may 
have  arisen  ia  the  adjustment  of  the  present  dif- 
femces  is  not  impotable  to  an  intention  of  pro- 
erastination  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  Gorern- 
mcBt;  on  the  contrary,  its  anxiety  to  terminate, 
M  expeditiously  as  possible,  the  discQssioo  of  a 
matter  so  interesting  to  both  oations,  has  been 
eriDeed  by  the  eommutiieation  made  by  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Canning  to  Mr.  Monroe,  before  that  Min- 
iator  of  tbe  United  States  was  even  informed  of 
the  •■eonnter,  and  now  by  the  promptitude  with 
which  it  baa  despatched  a  special  mission  to  tbia 
oouDlry  for  that  express  purpose. 

I  can  tiave  no  difflcnlty  in  slatfng  anew  te  yon, 
with  respect  to  the  provisions  of  my  instructions, 
calcoUied  as  they  are  to  iiunre  an  hoBorable  ad- 


justment of  the  important  point  in  question,  and 
to  remove  the  impressioo&  which  the  late  cause 
of  difference  may  have  excited  in  the  minds  of 
this  nation,  that  I  am  authorized  to  express  my 
conviction  that  they  are  such  as  will  enable. roo 
to  terminate  the  negotiation  amicably  and  satis- 
factorily. 

Having  learned  from  you,  sir,  that  it  is  solely 
as  a  measure  of  precaution  tbe  provisions  of  the 
proclamation  are  now  enforced.  I  must  persuade 
myself  that  a  due  consideration  of  His  Majesty's 
conduct  in  this  transaction  will  remove,  as  well 
any  misapprehensions  which  may  have  been  en- 
tertained respecting  His  Majesty's  disposition 
towards  the  Unitpd  States,  as  the  grounds  upon 
which  that  enforcement  rests  ;  ana  the  more  so, 
as  it  has  long  been  a  matter  of  notoriety,  that  the 
orders  Issued  to  the  officers  of  His  Majesty's  navy, 
in  his  proclamation  of  the  16th  October,  1807,  af- 
forded ample  security  that  no  attempt  can  again 
be  made  to  assert  a  pretension  which  His  Majesty 
from  the -first  disavowed. 

I  may  add,  that  if  His  Majesty  has  not  com- 
manded me  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the 
other  causes  of  complaint,  slated  to  arise  from 
the  conduct  of  his  naval  commanders  in  theae 
seas,  prior  to  the  encounter  of  the  Leopard  and 
the  Chesapeake,  it  was  because  it  has  been  deem- 
ed improper  to  miogle  them,  whatever  may  be 
their  merits,  with  the  present  matter,  so  much 
more  interesting  and  important  in  its  nature ;  an 
opinion  originally  and  distinctly  expressed  by 
Mr.  Monroe,  aad  assented  to  by  Mr.  Secretary 
Canning.  But  if  upon  this  more  recent  and 
more  weighty  matter  of  discussion,  upon  which 
the  nroclamatioQ  mainly  and  materially  rests, 
His  Majesty's  amicable  intentions  are  UDequtro- 
cally  evinced,  it  is  sufficiently  clear  ibat  no  hos- 
tile disposition  can  be  supposed  to  exist  on  bis 
part,  nor  can  any  views  be  attributed  to  his  Gov- 
ernment, such  as  requiring  to  be  counteracted  by 
measures  of  precaution,  could  be  dedaced  from 
transactions  which  preceded  that  encounter. 

In  offering  these  elucidations,  I  should  observb 
that  the  view  in  which  I  have  brought  forward 
the  preliminary  which  I  have  specified,  fs  neither 
to  demand  concession  or  redress,  as  for  a  wrong 
committed :  into  such  the  claim  to  a  discontinu- 
ance of  hostile  provisions  cannot  be  constraed  ; 
but  it  is  simply  to  require  a  cessation  of  enact- 
ments injurious  in  their  eflfects,  and  which,  if 
persisted  in,  especially  after  these  explanations, 
must  evince  a  spirit  of  hostility,  under  which 
His  Majesty  could  not  authorize  the  prosecution 
of  the  present  negotiatfon,  either  consistently 
with  his  own  honor,  or  with  any  well  founded 
expectation  of  the  renewal  or  duration  of  that 
good  understanding  between  tbe  two  countries 
which  it  is  equally  the  interest  of  both  to  foster 
aad  to  amdiorate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, sir,  your  must  obedient  and  faomble 
aernnt, 

O.  H.  ROSB. 

Hon.  JawB  MAOtaoN, 
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Mr.  Mtdiwn  to  Mr.  Rom. 

Department  of  State, 

MircA  5,  1808. 

Sir:  I  bare  had  the  honor  to  receive  and  lay 
before  the  Presideot  your  le.iter  of  tbe  26(h  Jsdu- 
■rjr,  ia  which  you  state  that  yoa  are  "expressly 
precluded  by  your  iastructinDs  from  eoleriDg  npoD 
any  oegotiation  for  tbe  adjustmeat  of  (he  differ- 
ences arising  from  the  encounter  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  ship  Leopard  and  tbe  frigate  of  tbe 
United  States  the  Chesapeake,  as  loog  as  the 
proclamaiion  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  2d  of  July, 
1807,  shall  be  in  force." 

This  demand,  sir,  might  justly  suggest  the  sim- 
ide  answer,  that,  before  the  proclamation  of  tbe 
President  could  become  a  sBb|eet  of  consideration, 
Mtisfaetion  shoald  be  made  for  the  acknowledged 
aygreasioD  which  preceded  it.  This  is  evidently 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  time,  to  the  order  of 
reason,  and,  it  may  be  added,  to  tbe  order  of  usage, 
as  maintained  by  Qreat  Britain,  whenever,  in 
analogous  cases,  she  has  been  the  complaining 
party. 

But  as  you  have  subjoined  to  the  prelimiQary 
demand  certain  explanations,  with  a  view,  doubt- 
less, to  obviate  such  an  answer,  it  wilt  best  ac- 
cord with  tbe  candor  of  the  President  to  meet 
Uiem  with  such  a  review  of  the  whole  subject  as 
will  suggest  the  solid  grounds  on  which  be  re- 
gards such  a  demand  as  inadmisstble. 

I  begin  with  tbe  occurrences  from  which  the 
proclimatiott  of  July  2d  resulted.  These  are  io 
ffeneral  terms  referred  to  by  the  instrument  itself. 
A  more  particular  notice  of  the  most  important 
of  them  will  here  be  in  place. 

Passing  over,  then,  tbe  habitual  bat  minor  irreg- 
alarities  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  ships  of  war 
in  making  the  hospitalities  of  our  ports  subservi- 
ent to  the  annoyance  of  pur  trade,  both  outward 
and  inward,  a  practice  not  only  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  public  law,  but  expressly  (contrary 
to  British  ordinances  enforced  during  maritime 
wars  to  which  she  bore  a  neutral  relation,  I  am 
oonstrainedj  unwelcome  as  the  task  is,  to  call 
jour  attention  to  the  following  more  prominent 
instances. 

In  the  Summer  of  the  year  1804,  tbe  British 
frigate  the  Cambrian,  with  other  cruisers  in  com- 
pany, entered  the  harbor  of  New  York.  The 
commander,  Captain  Bradley,  in  violatioo  of  tbe 
port  laws  relating  both  to  health  and  revenue, 
caused  a  merchant  vessel  just  arrived,  and  con- 
fiessedly  within  the  limits  and  under  the  authority 
of  the  United  States,  to  be  bcttrded  by  persons 
under  his  command,  who,  after  resisting  the  offi- 
cers of  the  port  in  tbe  legal  exercise  of  their  func- 
tions, actuuly  impressed  and  carried  off  anumber 
tt(  seamen  and  passengers  into  tbe  service  of  the 
ships  of  war.  On  an  appeal  to  bis  voluntary  re- 
wptet  for  the  laws,  he  first  failed  to  give  up  the 
cffender  to  justice,  and  finally  repelled  the  officer 
charf^  with  the  regular  process  for  the  purpose. 

This  procedure  was  not  only  a  flagrant  insult 
to  tbe  sovereignty  of  the  nation,  but  an  infraction 
of  its  neutrality  also,  which  did  not  permit  a  bel- 


Cfreat  Britain, 


ligerent  ship  thus  to  augment  its  force  vithiathe 

neutral  territory. 

To  finish  the  scene,  this  commander  went  n 
far  as  to  declare,  in  an  official  letter  tathe  Mini*- 
ler  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  aod 
by  him  communicated  to  this  GovernmeDt,  tkit 
he  considered  bis  ship,  whilst  lying  in  the  harboi 
of  New  York,  as  having  dominion  around  ka 
within  the  distance  of  her  buoys. 

All  these  circumstances  were  duly  made  kDon 
to  tbe  British  Government,  in  just  expeetatloo  of 
honorable  reparation.  None  has  ever  bees  oAiri. 
Captain  Bradley  was  advanced  from  bis  frifUC 
to  the  command  of  a  ship-of-the-line. 

At  a  subsequent  period,  several  British  frigtW, 
under  tbe  command  of  Capuin  Wbitby,  mlht 
Leander,  pursuing  the  practice  of  vexing  the  ii- 
ward  and  outward  trade  of  oar  ports,  and  bow 
log,  for  that  purpose,  about  the  entrance  of  ihU 
of  New  York,  closed  a  series  of  irregularities  vilk 
an  attempt  to  arrest  a  coasting  TeueL  on  boirt 
which  an  American  citizen  was  killed  by  a  on- 
non  ball,  which  entered  the  vessel  whilst  wi^ 
less  than  a  mile  from  tbe  shore. 

The  blood  of  a  citizen  thus  murdered,  ia  i 
trade  from  one  to  another  port  of  bis  own  eooi- 
try,  and  within  the  sanctuary  of  iu  terriioritl 
jurisdiction,  could  not  fait  to  arouse  the  senubilitf 
ot  the  public,  and  to  make  a  solemn  appeal  to  tke 
justice  of  the  British  Oovernment.  The  cue 
was  presented  moreover  to  that  GoverameDtliT 
this  in  the  account  which  it  required,  and  wiikdoe 
confidence  that  the  offender  was  to  receire  tke 
exemplary  punishment  which  he  deserved.  Tint 
there  might  be  no  failure  of  lecal  proof  of  t  bet, 
sufficienuy  notorious  of  itself,  unezcqdiostUe 
witnesses  to  establish  it  were  sent  to  OnaiBdi- 
ain  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

Captain  Whitby  was,  notwithsuoding,  hos«- 
ably  acquitted }  no  animadversions  took  pUeeoi 
any  other  officer  belonging  to  the  squadron;  dci 
has  any  apology  or  ex^oatioo  been  madeaisce 
the  trial  was  over,  as  a  conciliatory  offering  to  tbe 
disappointment  of  this  country  at  such  s  rentl. 

A  case  of  another  character  occurred  in  the 
month  of  September,.  1806.  The  Impetoeni,  t 
French  ship  of  seventy-four  guns  when  agroaaj 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  shore  oi  NhiIi 
Carolina,  and  therefore  visibly  within  the  lemv 
torial  jurisdiction  and  hospitable  proteetioB  tt 
the  United  Stales,  was  fired  upon,  boarded,  asl 
burned,  fay  three  British  ships  of  war,  underik 
command  of  Captain  Douglas.  Having  eoB' 
pleted  this  outrage  on  the  sovereigntr  ladan- 
trality  of  the  United  States,  the  British  cm- 
mender  felt  no  scruple  in  proceeding  thence  io» 
tbe  waters  near  Norfolk,  nor,  in  the  midst  of  the 
hospitalities  enjoyed  by  him,  to  add  to  what  bu 
passed  a  refusal  to  discharge  from  bis  ships  im- 
pressed citizens  of  the  United  States,  notdeoin 
to  be  such,  on  tbe  plea  that  tbe  Government  a 
tbe  United  States  had  refused  to  surrender  to  il>' 
demand  of  Admiral  Berkeley  certain  seamen  >|- 
leged  to  be  British  deserters;  a  demand  which  it 
is  well  understood  your  Gtoranmcnt  disdtiBU 
any  right  to  make. 
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It  woald  be  very  saperflaoas  to  dwell  on  the 
features  which  marked  this  aggravated  insult. 
But  I  must  he  permitted  to  remind  you,  that  in 
80  serious  a  ligbt  was  a  similar  violation  of  neu- 
tral territory,  by  the  destruction  of  certain  French 
ships  on  the  coast  of  Portugal  by  a  British  squad- 
ron, under  the  command  of  Admiral  Boseawen, 
regarded  by  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  that  a 
Minister  Extraordinary  was  despatched  for  the 
express  purpose  of  expiating  the  aggressioa  on 
the  sovereignty  of  a  friendly  Power. 

Lastly,  presenu  itself  the  attack  by  the  British 
ship  of  war  Leopard,  op  the  American  frigate 
Chesapeake,  a  case  too  familiar  in  all  its  circum- 
staaees  to  need  a  recital  of  any  part  of  tbero.  It 
is  soSScient  to  remark,  that  the  conclusive  evi- 
dence which  this  event  added  to  that  which  had 

f receded,  of  the  uneontroHed  excesses  of  the 
Iritish  naval  eommaoders,  in  insalting  our  sov- 
ereignly end  abusing  our  hoapitalitr,  determined 
the  President  to  extend  to  all  British  armed  ships 
the  [»ecaution  heretofore  applied  to  a  few  by 
name,  of  interdicting  to  them  tbe  oaa  and  privi- 
leges of  our  harbors  and  waters. 

This  was  done  by  his  proclamation  of  July  2, 
1807,  referring  to  the  series  of  occurrences,  end- 
ing with  the  aggression  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake, 
as  tbe  considerations  requiring  it.  And  if  the  ap- 
prehensions from  tbe  licentious  spirit  of  the  Brit- 
ish naval  commanders,  thus  developed  and  uncon- 
trolled, which  led  to  this  measure  of  precauiion, 
could  need  other  justification  than  was  afforded 
by  what  had  passed,  it  would  be  amply  found  in 
the  subsequent  conduct  of  the  ships  under  the 
command  of  the  same  Captain  Douglas. 

Thii  officer,  neither  admonished  by  reflections 
on  the  crisis  produced  by  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake, nor  controlled  by  respect  for  the  law  of  na- 
tions or  the  laws  of  the  land,  did  not  cease  within 
oar  waters  to  bring  to,  by  firing  at,  vessels  pursu- 
io^  their  regular  course  of  trade;  and,  in  tbe  same 
«pirit  which  had  displayed  itself  in  the  recent 
outrage  committed  on  the  American  frigate,  he 
not  only  indulged  himself  in  hostile  threats  and 
indications  of  a  hostile  approach  to  Norfolk,  but 
actually  obstructed  our  citizens  in  tbe  ordinary 
communication  between  that  and  neighboring 

g laces.  His  proceedings  constituted,  in  fact,  a 
lockade  of  the  port,  and  as  real  an  invasion  of 
the  country,  according  to  the  extent  of  his  forces, 
Bs  if  troops  had  been  debarked,  and  tbe  town  be- 
Biegied  on  the  land  side. 

>Vaa  it  posssible  for  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  a 
nation,  who  felt  for  its  rights  and  honor,  to  do 
leas  than  interpose  some  measure  of  precaution, 
at  least,  against  the  repetition  of  enormites  which 
bad  been  »o  long  uncontrolled  by  the  Govemmeot 
•rbo^e  officers  bad  committed  them,  and  which 
bad  at  last  taken  the  exorbitant  shape  of  hostility 
ind  insult,  seen  in  the  attack  on  the  frigate  Ches- 
ipeake?  Candor  will  pronounce  thstless  could 
jot  be  done;  and  it  will  as  readily  admit  that  the 
iroclamation  comprising  that  measure  could  not 
tave  breathed  a  more  temperate  spirit,  nor  spoken 
a  a  more  becoming  tone.  How  far  it  has  received 
rom  those  whose  intitisioiu  it  prohibited  the  re- 


spect  doe  to  the  national  authority,  or  been  mad* 
the  occasion  of  new  indignities,  needs  no  exf^ui- 

Btion. 

The  President,  having  iQter|)osed  this  preeao- 
tionary  interdict,  lost  no  time  in  instructing  the 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to 
represent  to  the  British  Government  the  signal 
aggression  which  had  been  committed  on  uieir 
sovereignty  and  their  flag,  and  to  require  the  sat- 
isfaction due  for  it;  indulging  tbe  expectation 
that  His  Britannic  Majesty  would  at  once  peiw 
ceive  it  to  be  the  truest  magnanimity,  as  well  as 
the  strictest  justice,  to  oflTer  that  prompt  and  fall 
expiation  of  an  acknowledged  wrong  which  would 
re-establish  and  improve,  both  in  fact  and  in  feel- 
ing, the  sute  of  things  which  it  bad  violated. . 

This  expectation  was  considered  as  not  only 
honorable  to  tbe  sentiments  of  His  Majesty,  but 
was  supported  by  known  examples,  in  wbieh,  be- 
ing the  comj^aining  ^rty,  he  had  required  and 
obtained,  as  a  preliminary  to  any  counter  com- 
plaints whatever,  a  j^recise  replacement  of  things 
m  every  practical  eircnmstaoce,  in  their  pre-o>- 
isting  situation. 

Thus,  in  the  year  1764,  Bermudians,  and  other^ 
British  subjects,  who  had,  according  to  annnal 
custom,  taken  possession  of  Turk's  Island  for  the 
season  of  making  salt,  having  been  forcibly  re- 
moved, with  their  vessels  and  effects,  by  a  French 
detachment  from  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  to 
which  Turk's  Island  was  alleged  to  be  an  ajh- 
purteoance,  the  British  Ambassador  at  Paris,  m 
pursuance  of  instructions  from  his  Qovernment, 
demanded,  as  a  satisfaction  for  tbe  violence  com- 
mitted, that  the  proceedings  should  be  disarowed* 
the  intention  of  acqniriogTurk's  Isktnd  disclaim- 
ed, orders  given  for  the  immediate  abandonment 
of  it  on  the  part  of  the  French,  everything  restored 
to  the  condition  in  which  it  was  at  the  time  of 
tbe  aggression,  and  reparation  made  of  the  dam- 
ages which  any  British  subjects  should  be  found 
to  have  sustained,  according  to  an  estimate  to  be 
settled  between  the  Governors  of  St.  Domingo 
and  Jamaica.  A  compliance  with  the  whole  of 
this  demand  was  the  result. 

Again:  In  the  year  1789,  certain  English  mei^ 
chants  having  opened  a  trade  at  Nootka  Sound, 
on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and  attempted 
a  settlement  at  that  place,  the  Spaniards,  who 
had  long  claimed  that  part  of  the  world  as  their 
exclusive  property,  despatched  from  Mexico  a  fri- 
gate which  captured  two  English  vessels  engaged 
io  the  trade,  and  broke  up  the  settlement  on  the 
coast.  The  Spanish  Government  was  the  fiiat 
to  complain,  in  this  ease  of  the  intrusions  com- 
mitted by  the  British  merchants.  Tbe  British 
Govemmeot,  however,  demanded  that  the  vessels 
taken  by  the  Spanish  frigate  should  be  restored, 
and  adequate  satisfaction  granted,  previous  to  an  j 
other  discussion. 

This  demand  prevailed ;  the  Spanish  Govern^ 
meat  agreeing  to  make  fuU  restoration  of  the  cap- 
tured vessels,  and  to  indemnify  tbe  parties  in  tbem 
for  tbe  losses  sustained.  They  restored,  also,  the 
buildings  and  tracts  of  land  of  which  the  British, 
subjects  had  been  dispossessed.  The  British,  how- 


Digilized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX* 


Rdt^iana  vith  Great  Britain. 


erer,  soon  gare  a  proof  of  the  tittle  valae  the^  set 
on  the  possession  by  a  voluolarf  dereliction,  under 
which  it  has  since  remained. 

The  case  which  will  be  noticed  last,  though  of 
a  date  prior  lo  the  case  of  Nootka  Soaad,  is  that 
of  Fawland's  islands.  These  islands  lie  about 
one  hutidred  leagnes  eastward  of  the  Straits  of 
Kfegellao.  The  title  to  them  had  been  ■  sUb|ect 
of  controversy  among  sereral  of  the  maritime 
Ditions  of  Europe.  From  the  posiUon  of  the  isl- 
ands, and  other  circumstances,  the  pretension  of 
Spain  bore  an  advantageous  comparison  with 
those  of  her  competitors.  In  the  year  1770,  the 
British  took  possession  of  Port  Egmont  in  one  of 
the  islands,  the  Spaniards  being  at  the  time  in 
possession  of  another  port,  and  protesting  against 
a  settlement  by  the  British.  The  protest  l>eing 
without  effect,  ships  and  troops  were  sent  from 
Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  Governor  of  that  place, 
which  forcibly  dispossessed  and  drove  off  the  Bri- 
tish settlers. 

The  British  Government  looking  entirely  to 
the  dispossession  by  force,  demanded,  as  a  specific 
condition  of  preserving  harmony  between  the  two 
Coarta,  not  only  the  disavowal  of  the  Spanish  pro- 
ceedings, but  that  the  affaira  of  that  settlement 
should  be  immediately  restored  to  the  precise 
state  in  triiich  they  were  previous  to  the  act  of 
dispoteession.  The  Spanish  Government  made 
some  ijifficulties,  requiring  particularly  a  disa- 
Towal,  00  tbe  part  of  Gh'eat  Britain,  of  the  con- 
doct  of  her  officers  at  Falkland's  islands,  which, 
it  was  alleged,  gave  occasion  to  the  steps  taketi 
by  the  Spaniso  Ghivernor,  and  proposing  an  ad- 
justment by  mutual  stipulations  in  the  ordinary 
form. 

The  reply  was,  that  the  moderation  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  having  limited  his  demand  (o 
the  smallest  reparation  he  cootd  accept  for  the 
injury  done,  nothing  was  left  for  discussion  but 
the  mode  of  carrying  the  disavowal  and  restitu- 
tion into  execution ;  reparation  loting  it»  value 
^  it  he  eondititmdl,  and  to  be  obtained  by  any 
stipnlatioQ  whatever  from  the  party  injured. 

The  Spanish  Government  yielded.  The  violent 
proceedings  of  its  officers  were  disavowed  ;  the 
fort,  the  port,  and  everything  else  were  agreed  to 
be  iumratately  restored  to  the  precise  situation 
which  had  been  disturbed ;  and  duplicates  of  or- 
ders issued  for  the  purpose  to  the  Spanish  officers, 
were  delivered  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  British 
principal  Secretaries  of  State.  Here,  again,  it 
IB  to  be  remarked,  that  satisfaction  having  been 
made  for  tbe  forcible  dispossession,  the  islands  lost 
their  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, and  were,  in  a  short  time,  finally  evacu- 
ated, and  Fort  Egnioot  remains,  with  every  other 
part  of  them,  in  the  hands  of  Spain. 

Coald  strooffer  pledges  have  been  given  than 
are  here  found,  that  an  honorable  and  instaat 
repftTation  would  be  made  in  a  ease,  differing  no 
otherwise  from  those  recited,  than  as  it  fkimished 
to  the  same  monarch  of  a  great  nation  opportu- 
nity to  prove  that,  adhering  always  to  tbe  same 
immutable  prineiideis,  he  was  as  ready  to  do  right 
to  others  aa  to  require  it  for  himself  1 


Returning  to  the  instructions  given  to  the  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Lon- 
don, I  am  to  observe,  that  the  President  thought  it 
just  and  expedient  to  insert,  as  a  necessary  ingre- 
dient, in  the  adjustment  of  tbe  outrage  committed 
on  the  American  fri^te,  a  security  against  tbe 
future  practice  of  British  naval  commanders  is 
impressing  from  merchant  vessels  of  the  Dnitei 
States  on  the  high  seas,  such  of  their  crews  u 
they  might  undertake  to  denominate  British  rd^ 
jects. 

To  this  association  of  the  two  subjects,  the  1^ 
sident  was  determined,  first,  by  his  re^rding^bodi 
as  resting  on  kindred  priociiirfes,  the  immanityof 

Erivate  ships,  with  the  known  exceptions  mide 
y  the  law  ot  nations,  being  as  well  establish«I 
as  that  of  public  ships ;  and  there  being  no  pretext 
for  including  in  these  exceptions  the  impressment 
(if  it  could  be  freed  from  its  enormous  and  nolo* 
rious  abuse)  of  the  subjects  of  a  belligerent  by  the 
officers  of  that  belligerent.  The  rights  of  a  bflH. 
gerent  aeainst  the  ships  of  a  neutral  nation  accrue 
merely  from  the  relation  of  the  neutral  to  the 
other  belligerent,  as  in  conveying  to  him  coott** 
band  of  war,  or  in  supplying  a  blockaded  port. 

The  claim  of  a  belligerent  to  search  for  ami 
seize,  on  board  neutral  vessels  on  the  hi^  seu, 
persons  under  his  allegiance,  does  not,  therefore, 
rest  on  any  belligerent  right  under  the  law  of  pi- 
tioDs,  but  on  a  prerogative  derived  from  moBtei* 
pal  law,  and  involves  tbe  extravagant  suppoaitioa 
that  one  nation  has  a  ri|rht  to  execute,  at  all  lisM^ 
and  in  alt  cases,  its  municipal  laws  and  regoli- 
tions  on  board  the  ships  of  another  nation,  not 
being  within  its  territorial  limits. 

The  President  was  led  to  the  same  determini- 
lion,  (teeondly,  by  bis  desire  of  converting  a  |W- 
ticular  incident  into  an  occasion  for  removing 
another  and  more  extensive  source  of  danger  to 
the  harmony  of  the  two  countries;  and  thirdly, 
by  his  persuasion  that  the  liberality  of  the  propo- 
sitions, authorized  with  this  view,  would  not  ^ 
to  indnce  the  ready  concurrence  of  His  Brituatt 
Majesty;  and  that,  the  more  extensive  soureeitf 
irritation  and  perplexity  being  removed,  a  satiric- 
tory  adjustment  of  the  particular  incident  woold 
be  the  less  difficult.  Tbe  President  still  thinb 
that  such  would  have  been  the  tendency  of  the 
mode  for  which  he  had  provided ;  and  he  caoDot, 
therefore,  but  regret  that  the  door  was  shut  agaiost 
the  experiment  by  the  peremptory  refusal  of  Mr. 
Canning  to  admit  it  into  discossiou,  even  in  tbe 
roost  informal  manner,  as  was  suggested  by  Ut> 
Monroe. 

The  President  felt  the  greater  right,  as  the  step 
he  had  taken  towards  a  more  enlarged  and  list- 
ing accommodation  became  thus  a  ^r  to  the  ad- 
justment of  the  particular  and  recent  a^retston 
which  had  been  committed  against  the  United 
States.  He  fonnd,  however,  an  alleviation  ia  the 
signified  purpose  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to 
charge  with  this  adjustment  a  q>eeial  mission  to 
the  United  States,  which,  restrieied  as  it  ws^ 
seemed  to  indicate  a  disposition  from  i^ieh  a 
liberal  and  conciliatory  arnogement  of  (me  great 
olgeet  at  least  might  be  cufidendy  ezpeeie£ 
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la  this  coofideDce,  your  arriral  was  awaited 
with  ererjr  frieodly  solicitude,  aod  our  first  ioier- 
view  hariag  opened  the  wa^  by  aa  acquiescence  in 
the  separation  of  the  two  cases  insisted  on  by  His 
Briianaic  Majesty,  notwitbstaodiDg  the  stroog 
^unds  on  which  they  had  been  united  by  the 
President,  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  a  tender 
of  the  satisfaction  claimed  by  tbn  United  Stales 
fort  distinguished. and  acknowledged  insalt  by 
one  of  his  officers  would  immediately  follow. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  without  a  rery  painful 
sarprise  that  the  error  of  this  expectation  was 
discorered.  Instead  of  the  satisfaction  due  from 
the  original  aggression,  it  was  announced  that  the 
first  step  towards  the  adjustment  must  proceed 
from  the  partv  injured;  and  your  letter  now  be- 
fore me  formally  repeats  that,  as  long  as  the  pro- 
elamiiion  of  the  President,  which  issued  on  the 
2d  Jaty,  1807,  shall  be  in  force,  it  will  be  an  insu- 
pf  rafale  obstacle  to  a  negotiation,  eren  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  aggression  wnieh  preceded  it;  in  other 
word».  that  the  proclamatioD  must  be  put  out  of 
force  before  an  adjustment  of  the  aggressioa  can 
be  taken  into  discussion. 

In  ezplainioe  the  grounds  of  this  extrarodinary 
demand,  it  is  alleged  to  be  supported  by  the  con- 
sideration that  the  proceeding  and  pretension  of 
the  offending  officer  has  been  disavowed;  that 
^neral  assurances  are  given  of  a  disposition  and 
intentioD  in  His  Britannic  Maji^sty  to  make  satis- 
faction; that  a  special  Minister  was  despatched 
viih  promptitude  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  dispo&ttioD ;  ana  that  you  have  a  per- 
sonal conriction  that  the  particular  terms  which 
rou  are  not  at  liberty  previously  to  disclose,  will 
w  deemed  by  the  United  States  satisfactory. 

With  respect  to  the  disavowal,  it  would  be  un- 
just not  to  regard  it  as  a  proof  of  candor  and  amity 
towards  the  United  States,  and  as  some  presage 
of  the  voluntary  reparation  which  it  implied  to 
be  due.  fiut  the  disarowal  can  be  the  lesi  con- 
foanded  with  the  reparation  itself,  since  it  was 
sufficiently  required  by  the  respect  which  Great 
Britain  owed  to  her  ot^  honor;  it  being  impos^si- 
ble  that  an  eulightened  Government,  had  hostility 
been  meditated,  would  have  commenced  it  in  sticn 
a  manner,  and  in  the  midst  of  existing  professions 
of  peace  and  friendship.  She  owed  it,  aUo.  to 
consistency  with  the  disavowal,  on  a  former  oc- 
casion, in  which  the  pretension  had  been  enforced 
by  a  British  squadron  agaiuit  the  sloop  of  war 
Baltimore,  belonging  to  the  United  States;  and, 
Snally,  to  the  interest  which  Great  Britaio  has, 
more  than  any  other  nation,  in  disclaiming  a  prin- 
ciple which  would  expose  her  superior  number  of 
of  war  to  so  many  indignities  from  inferior 
navies. 

As  tittle  can  the  general  assurances  that  repa- 
ration would  be  made  claim  a  return  which  could 
properly  follow  the  actual  reparation  only.  They 
cannot  amount  to  more  than  a  disposition,  or  at 
most  a  promise,  to  do  what  the  aggressor  may 
deem  a  nilfilment  of  his  obligation.  They  do  not 
prove  even  a  disposition  to  do  what  nuy  oe  satia- 
betory  to  the  Injured  party,  who  cannot  have  leaa 


than  an  equal  right  to  decide  on  the  sufficiency 
of  the  redress. 

In  despatching  a  special  Minister  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  adjusting  the  difference,  the  United  States 
ouffht  cheerfully  to  acknowledge  all  the  proof  ii 
afiords,  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  of 
his  pacific  views  towards  them,  and  of  his  respect 
for  their  friendship.  But  whilst  they  could  not, 
under  any  circumstances,  allow  to  the  measure 
more  than  a  certain  participation  in  an  honorable 
reparation,  it  is  to  be  recollected  that  the  avowed 
and  primary  object  of  the  mission  was  to  substi- 
tute, for  the  more  extended  adjustment  proposed 
by  tne  United  States  at  London,  a  separation  of 
the  subjects,  as  preferred  by  His  Britannic  Majes- 
ty: and  you  well  know,  sir,  how  fully  this  object 
was  accomplished. 

With  respect  to  the  personal  conviction  whicb 
you  have  expressed,  that  the  terms  which  you 
decline  to  disclose  would  be  satisfactory  to  the 
United  States,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  observe, 
that,  with  the  highest  respect  for  ycur  judgment, 
and  the  most  perfect  confidence  in  your  sincerity, 
an  insuperable  objection  manifestly  lies  to  the 
acceptance  of  a  personal  and  unexplained  opinion 
in  place  of  a  disclosure  which  would  enable  this 
Government  to  exercise  its  own  judgment  in  a 
case  affecting  so  essentially  its  nooor  and  its 
rights.  Such  a  course  of  proceeding  would  be 
without  example;  and  there  can  be  no  hazard  in 
saying  that  one  will  never  be  afforded  by  a  Gov- 
ernment which  respects  itself  as  mnch  as  yours 
justly  does;  and,  therefore,  can  never  be  Teasona- 
bly  expected  from  one  wnich  respects  itself  as 
much  as  this  has  a  right  to  do. 

I  forbear,  sir,  to  enlarge  on  the  intrinsic  ioeoa- 
gruity  of  the  expedient  |»oposed.  But  I  must  be 
allowed  to  remark,  as  an  additional  admonition 
of  the  singular  and  mortifying  perplexity  in  which 
a  compliance  might  involve  the  President,  that 
there  are,  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Canning,  communi- 
cating to  Mr.  Monroe  the  special  mission  to  the 
United  States,  pregnant  indications  that  other 
questions  and  conditions  may  have  been  contem- 

Elated,  which  would  be  found  utterly  irreconcUa- 
te  with  the  sentiments  of  this  nation. 
If  neither  any  nor  all  of  these  consideratioiM 
can  sustaia  the  preliminary  demand  made  in  your 
communication,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
such  a  demand  rests  with  greater  advantage  on 
the  more  precise  ground  on  which  you  anally 
seem  to  place  it. 

The  proclamation  is  considered  as  a  hostile 
measure,  and  a  discontinuance  of  it  as  due  to  the 
discontinuance  of  the  aggression  which  led  to  it. 

It  has  been  sufficiently  shown  that  the  procla- 
mation, as  appears  on  the  face  of  it,  was  produced 
by  a  train  of  occurrences  terminating  in  the  at- 
tack on  the  American  frigate,  and  not  by  this  last 
alone.  To  a  demand,  therefore,  that  the  procla- 
mation be  revoked,  it  would  be  perfectly  fair  to 
oppose  a  demand  that  redress  be  first  given  for 
the  numerous  irregularities  which  preceded  the 
aggression  on  the  American  frigate,  as  well  as  for 
thu  particular  aggressioa,  and  that  effectual  con- 
trol be  interposed  against  repetitions  of  thoD. 
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And  as  no  sucb  redress  has  been  given  for  the  past, 
notwithstanding  ibe  undiminished  reasonablenes; 
of  it,  it  follows  that  a  cootiDuance  of  the  procla- 
mation woald  be  consistent  with  an  entire  dis- 
contioaance  of  one  only  of  the  oc(iurrencea  from 
which  it  proceeded. 

Put  it  is  Dol  necessary  to  avail  the  argument 
«f  this  view  of  the  case,  although  of  itself  entirely 
conclusive.  Had  iheproclnmalion  been  founded 
OB  the  single  aggression  committed  on  the  Chesa- 
penke,  and  were  it  admitted  that  the  discontinu- 
ance of  that  aggression  merely  gave  a  claim  to 
the  discontinuance  of  the  proctamatipn,  the  claim 
would  be  defeated  by  the  incontestable  fact  that 
that  aggression  has  not  been  discontinued.  It  has 
never  ceased  to  exist,  and  is  in  existence  at  this 
moment.  Need  I  remind  you,  sir,  that  the  sei- 
tnn  and  asportation  of  the  seamen  belonging  to 
the  crew  of  the  Chesapeake  entered  into  the  very 
essence  of  that  aggression ;  that,  with  an  excep- 
tion of  the  victim  to  a  trial  forbidden  by  the  most 
solemn  considerations,  and  greatly  aggravating 
the  guilt  of  its  author,  the  seamen  in  question  are 
still  retained ;  and,  consequently,  that  the  aggres- 
sion, if  in  no  other  respect,  is  by  ibat  act  luone 
continued  and  in  force? 

If  the  views  which  have  been  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject have  the- justness  which  they  claim,  they 
wilt  have  shown  that  on  no  ground  whatever  can 
an  annalment  of  the  proclamation  of  July  2  be 
reasonably  required  as  a  preliminary  to  thenego- 
tiatioD  with  which  you  are  charged.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  elearlr  results,  from  a  recurreuce  to  the 
causes  and  objects  of  the  proclamation,  that,  as 
was  at  first  intimated,  the  strongest  sanctions  of 
Chvst  Britain  herself  would  support  ihe  demand 
that,  previous  to  a  discussion  of  the  proclamation, 
due  satisfaction  should  be  made  to  the  United 
States,  that  this  satisfaction  ought  to  extend  to 
all  the  wrongs  which  preceded  and  produced  that 
act;  and  that,  even  limiting  the  merits  of  the 
question  to  the  single  relation  of  the  proclamation 
to  the  wron^  committed  in  the  attack  on  the 
American  frigate,  and  deciding  the  c^uestion  on 
the  principle  that  a  discontinuance  ot  the  latter 
required  ot  right  a  discontinuance  of  the  former, 
nothing  appears  that  does  not  leave  sach  a  pre- 
liminary destitute  of  every  fonndation  which 
could  be  assumed  for  it. 

With  a  right  to  draw  this  conclusion,  the  Presi- 
dent mi|ht  have  instructed  me  to  close'  this  com- 
muoication  with  the  reply^  stated  in  the  beginning 
of  it,  and  perhaps  in  taking  this  course  he  would 
only  have  consulted  a  sensibility  to  which  most 
Governments  would,  in  such  a  case,  have  yielded. 
But  adhering  to  the  moderation  by  which  he  has 
been  invariably  guided,  and  anxious  to  rescue  the 
two  nations  from  the  circumstances  under  which 
an  abortive  issue  to  your  mission  necessarily  pla- 
ces them,  he  has  authorized  me,  in  the  event  of 
your  disclosing  the  terms  of  reparation  which  you 
believe  will  be  satisfactory,  and  on  its  appearing 
that  they  are  so,  to  consider  this  evidence  of  the 
jostiee  of  His  Briiaoaic  Majesty  as  a  pledire  for 
an  effectual  interposition  with  respect  to  all  the 
abuses  agaiost  a  recurrence  of  which  the  procla- 


mation was  meant  to  provide,  and  to  proceed  to 
concert  with  you  a  revocation  of  thatact,  beariog 
the  same  date  with  the  act  of  reparation  to  wbieh 
the  United  States  are  entitled. 

I  am  not  unaware,  sir,  that,  according  to  the 
view  which  you  appear  to  have  taken  of  yoor 
instructions,  such  a  course  of  proceeding  has  dm 
been  contemplated  by  them.  It  is  possible,  ne- 
vertheless, that  a  re-examinatioo,  in  the  spirit  ia 
which  I  am  well  persuaded  it  will  be  made,  may 
discover  them  to  be  not  inflexible  to  a  propositioa, 
in  so  high  a  decree  liberal  and  eonciliatoijr.  Ia 
every  event,  the  President  wit!  have  manifeiicd 
his  willingness  to  meet  your  Government  oa  a 
ground  of  accommodation,  which  spares  to  in 
feelings,  however  misapplied  he  may  deem  then, 
every  coDces<(ioa  not  esseniially  due  to  those  whi^ 
must  be  equally  respected,  and,  consequently,  will 
have  demonstrated  that  the  very  ineligible ponaie 
given  to  80  important  a  subject  in  tne  relatiou 
of  the  two  countries,  by  the  unsuccessful  termiu- 
tion  of  your  mission,  can  be  referred  to  oo  otba 
source  than  the  rigorous  restrictions  under  which 
it  was  to  be  executed. 

I  make  no  apology,  sir,  for  the  long  iDteml 
between  the  date  of  your  letter  and  that  under 
which  I  write.  It  is  rendered  uunecessary  Iff 
your  knowledge  of  the  circumstaoees  to  whiu 
ibe  delay  is  to  oe  ascribed. 

Wiih  high  consideration  and  resjmt,  I  bare 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  moat  obedient 'servinL 
JAMES  MADISON. 

QsoBQE  H.  Rose,  Esq. 

^tf  Britannic  SSaj^vty^a  Minigterj  f& 

Mr.  Rom  to  Mr.  MadiBon. 

Wabbinqton,  March  17, 1808. 

Sib:  Being  deeply  impressed  with  the  sense 
of  His  Majesty's  anxiety  that  full  effect  should  be 
given  to  those  views  of  justice  and  moderation, 
by  which  his  conduct  has  been  regulated  throogti 
the  whole  of  the  unfortunate  transaction  wbeoce 
the  present  differences  have  arisen,  and  of  the 
disappointment  with  which  he  would  learotbc 
frustration  of  his  just  and  equitable  purposes,! 
have  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me,  on  the  receipt 
of  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  tou- 
dress  to  me  on  the  5th  instant,  to  apply  aneir  to 
this  matter  the  most  ample  and  serious  con«^e^ 
atioa.  It  is  with  tbe  most  painful  sensations  o^^^ 
gret  that  I  find  myself,  on  the  result  of  it,  underihe 
necessity  of  declining  to  enter  into  the  termsoi 
negotiation,  which,  by  direction  of  the  Presideai 
of  the  United  States,  you  therein  offer.  I  do  not 
feel  myself  competent,  in  the  present  instance,  w 
depart  from  those  instructions  which  I  staled  ia 
my  letter  of  the  26tU  of  January  last,  and  wbieli 
preclude  me  from  acceding  to  the  condition  tbv 
proposed.  , 

I  should  add,  that  I  am  absolutely  prohibitN 
from  entering' upon  matters  unconnected  with  u« 
specific  object  I  am  authorized  to  discuss,  ram 
less  can  I  thus  give  any  pledge  conceming  tbea> 
The  condition  suggested,  moreover,  leads  to  Ik 
direct  inference  that  tbe  proclamation  of  Oit 
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Prarideot  of  the  United  States  of  the  2d  of  Joly, 
1607,  is  maiatained  either  as  an  eqniralent  for 
reparation  for  the  time  being,  or  as  a  eompatstoQ 
to  make  it. 

It  is  with  the  more  profound  rj^;ret  that  I  feel 
tnyself  ander  the  neeessity  of  declaring  that  I  am 
anaUe  to  act  upon  the  terms  tbas  proposed,  as  it 
becomes  my  doty  to  inform  you,  in  cooformity 
to  my  instructions,  that,  OD  the  rejection  of  the 
demand  stated  io  my  former  letter,  oa  the  part 
of  His  Majesty,  my  mission  is  terminated.  And 
as  His  Majesty's  Government,  in  providing  me 
with  those  instructions,  did  not  conceive  that, 
after  the  declaration  o(  his  sentiments  respecting 
the  affiiir  of  the  Chesapeake  was  made  known 
to  this  Gorernment,  the  state  of  any  traDsactions 
]>endiog  or  unterminated  between  the  two  na- 
tions could  Jusli^  tbe  peneverance  in  the  en- 
forcement orthe  President's  Proclamation,  I  can 
exercise  no  discretion  on  this  point. 

As  on  a  former  occasion  1  detailed,  though 
minately,  the  motives  for  that  demand  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  which  1  with  so  much  con- 
cern learn  to  be  deemed  inadmissible  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  I  should  here 
abstain  from  ao  exposition  of  them,  which  visibly 
can  have  no  further  effect  upon  the  negotiation, 
if  I  did  not  deem  it  essential  that  they  should  not 
be  left  under  any  misapprehension  which  I  might 
be  able  to  remove.  I  snail,  thefore,  lake  a  short 
review  of  the  transaction  which  has  given  rise  to 
these  discussions,  in  order  the  more  correctly  to 
determine  the  soundness  of  the  principles  upon 
which  that  demand  is  made. 

Certain  deserters  from  His  Majesty's  navy, 
nuiny  of  them  his  natural  horn  subjects,  having 
entered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
were  repeatedly  and  fruitlessly  demanded  by  the 
British  officers  of  the  recruiting  oflScers  of  the 
United  States,  but  were  retained  in  their  serrice. 
As  it  was  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  several  of 
these  deserters  were  on  board  the  frigate  of.  the 
United  States,  the  Chesapeake,  they  were  de- 
manded of  that  frigate  on  the  high  seas  by  His 
Majesty's  ship  Leopard,  and  all  knowledge  of 
their  presence  on  board  being  denied,  she  was  at- 
tacked, and  four  of  them,  one  avowedly  a  native 
Englishman,  were  taken  out  of  her.  Without  be- 
ing deterred  by  the  consideration  of  hov  far  cir- 
cumstances hostile  io  their  nature  had  provoked, 
though  thev  undoubtedly  by  no  means  justified 
this  act  of  toe  British  officer.  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment directed  that  a  positive  disavowal  of  the 
right  of  search  asserted  in  this  ease,  and  of  the 
act  of  the  British  officer  as  being  unauthorized, 
nod  a  promise  of  reparation,  should  be  conveyed 
to  the  American  Minister  in  London,  before  he 
had  made  any  representation  by  order  of  the 
United  States.  This  disavowal,  made  on  the  2d 
of  August  last,  was  transmitted  by  him  to  his 
Gorernment  before  the  6th  of  that  month  ;  but 
before  Mr.  Monroe  bad  received  his  orders  to  ile- 
mand  reparation,  His  Majesty  learned^  with 
what  surprise  it  is  needless  to  dwell  upon,  tnat  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  interdicted,  by 
proclamation  bearing  date  tlie  2d  of  July  1807, 
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the  entry  of  all  their  ports  to  the  whole  of  his 
navy ;  this  surprise  wascerlatnly  increased,  when, 
in  the  letter  delivered  by  that  Minister  to  require 
redress  for  the  wrong,  although  it  went  into  de- 
tails unconnected  with  it,  not  only  no  concern 
was  expressed  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  at 
baviog  felt  themselves  compelled  to  enact  meas- 
ures of  so  much  injury  and  indignity  towards  a 
friendly  Power,  but  no  mention  was  made  of  the 
causes  of  such  measures  being  resorted  to,  or  even 
of  the  fact  of  tbeir  having  been  adopted.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  embarrassment  arising  from  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  insufficiency  of  the  explana- 
tions subsequently  giveu  to  Mr.  Canning,  the  intro- 
duction of  a  subject  foreign  to  that  of  the  com* 
plaint  became  the  main  impediment  to  the  success 
of  the  discussion  which  took  place  in  London. 
When  I  had  the  honor  to  open  the  negotiation 
with  you,  sir,  as  I  had  learned  that  the  Presideot'a 
proclamation  was  still  in  force,  it  became  mjr 
duty,  conformably  to  my  instructions,  to  require 
its  recall  as  a  preliminary  to  further  discussion; 
bad  it  not  been  in  force,  I  was  not  ordered  to  have 
taken  it  into  consideration  in  the  adjustment  of 
reparation;  and  it  was  considered  as  hardly  pos- 
sible that  it  should  not  have  been  recalled  im- 
mediately upon  the  koowledge  of  His  Majesty's 
disavowal  of  the  attack  upon  the  Chesapeake,  as 
an  unauthorized  act.  But  His  Majesty  could 
not  suffer  the  negotiation  to  be  carried  oo,  on  his 
behalf,  under  an  interdict,  which,  even  if  justifi- 
able in  the  first  moment  of  irritation,  cannot  be 
continued  after  the  declaration  of  His  Majesty's 
sentimenta  upon  the  transaction,  except  in  a  spirit 
of  hostility. 

It  might  have  been  iairly  contended  that,  in  the 
first  instance,  the  exercise  of  such  an  act  of  power, 
before  reparation  was  refused  or  unduly  protract- 
ed, was  incompatible  with  the  purposes  and  es- 
sence of  a  pacihc  nesotiation,  and  with  a  demand 
of  redress  through  tnal  channel;  but  such  have 
been  His  Majesty's  conciliatory  views,  that  this 
argument  has  not  been  insisted  on,  although  it 
might  now  be  the  more  forcibly  urged,  as  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
was  from  the  first  sensible,  that  even  had  hostility 
been  meditated  by  the  British  Government,  it 
would  not  have  commenced  it  in  such  a  manner. 
But  the  exceptiun  taken  is  to  the  enforcement,  con- 
tinued up  to  the  present  time,  of  measures  highly 
unfricDdly  in  their  tendency,  persisted  in  not  only 
after  the  disavowal  in  question,  the  promise  of 
the  proffer  of  suitable  reparation,  and  the  renewed 
assurances  of  His  Majesty's  amicable  disposition, 
but  after  security  has  been  given  in  a. public 
instrument,  bearing  date  the  16th  of  <A:tober, 
1807,  that  the  claim  to  the  seizure  of  deserters 
from  the  national  ships  of  other  Powers  cannot 
again  be  brought  forward  by  His  Majesty's  naval 
officers.  It  is  unoecessar3r  to  dwell  upon  the  in- 
jury and  indignity  to  which  His  Majesty'n  ser- 
vice is  exposed,  both  as  touching  the  freedom  and 
security  of  correspondence  of  his  agents  and  ac- 
credited Ministers  in  the  United  Slates,  or  as  re- 
sulting from  a  measure  which  io  tima  of  war  ex- 
cludes the  whole  of  his  navy  from  all  tbeir  porta, 

Digiiized  by  GooQle 


2707 


APPENDIX, 


2708 


BdtUiotu  vUh 


wbich  ports  are  completely  opeD  to  the  fleets  of 
bis  enemies.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  observe,  that, 
even  where  exemptions  from  it  are  granted^  they 
are  made  Hubject  to  such  conditions,  that  if  tbe 
three  last  British  ships  of  war  entered  these  ports 
Dpon  public  business,  two  of  thero,  His  Majesty's 
ship  Statira,  having  on  board  a  Minister  seat  out 
for  the  adjustment  of  tbe  present  differences,  and 
a  schooner  bearing  despatches,  io  consequence  of 
their  inability  to  procure  pilots,  were  obliged  to 
enter  tbeir  waters  without  such  assistance,  and 
were  exposed  to  considerable  danger.  Great 
Britain,  by  tbe  forms  established,  could  repair  the 
wrongs  committed,  even  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
United  States,  no  otherwise  than  by  the  channel 
of  negotiation ;  yet  she  avowed  distinctly  that  a 
wrong  was  committed,  and  that  she  was  ready  to 
make  reparation  fur  it;  it  cannot,  ihererore,  be 
contended  that  the  unavoidable  delay  of  actual 
reparation  subjected  her  to  the  imputation  of  per- 
sisting in  an  agression  which  was  disclaimed 
from  the  first.  If  this  be  true,  however  much  she 
will  regret  any  impediment  in  the  adjustment  of 
adiffereneein  which  the  feelings  of  this  nation  are 
so  materially  interested,  can  she,  consistentlv  with 
a  due  care  of  her  own  honor  and  interests,  allow  it 
to  be  concluded  on  her  part  under  an  adherence 
10  a  conduct  which  has  a  decided  character  of  en- 
mity in  tbe  proceedings  held  towards  her  by  the 
other  party  t 

1  know  not  in  what  view  the  perseverance  in 
the  President's  proclamation  up  to  this  moment 
can  be  considered  but  ihatof  a  measure  of  retalia- 
tion, or  of  self'assumed  reparation,  or  a  measure 
intended  to  compel  reparation  ;  unless  it  be  that 
which,  if  I  nghiiy  understand,  you  define  it  to  be, 
a  measure  ofprecaution. 

If,  when  a  wrong  is  committed,  retaliation  is 
immediately  re8ort«I  to  by  the  tnjtired  fttrty,  the 
door  to  pacific  adjustment  is  closed,  and  the 
means  of  conciliation  are  precluded.  The  right 
to  demand  reparation  is  incompatible  with  the 
assumptioa  of  it.  When  parties  are  in  a  state 
of  mutual  hostility,  they  are  so  fpr  on  a  footing, 
and,  as  such,  they  may  treat;  but  a  party  dis- 
claiming every  unfriendly  intention,  and  giving 
unequivocal  proofs  of  an  amicable  disposition, 
cannot  be  expected  to  treat  with  another  whose 
conduct  towards  it  has  the  direct  effects  of  actual 
hostility.  If,  then,  the  enforcement  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  up  to  the  present  moment,  is 
a  measure  of  self-assumed  reparation,  it  is  directly 
repugnant  to  the  spirit  and  fact  of  amicable  nego- 
tiation; if  it  is  a  measure  to  compel  reparation, 
it  is  equally  so;  and,  by  tbe  perseverance  in  it, 
Great  Britain  has  dispensed  with  the  duty  of 
proffering  redress.  But  if  it  is  a  measure  of  pre- 
caution, in  order  to  secure  reparation,  or  in  order 
to  compel  it,  it  falls  under  the  objections  I  have 
just  stated.  If  it  is  a  precantioa  adopted  as  a 

Siard  against  acts  of  violence  apprehended  on 
e  part  of  His  Majesty's  naval  officers,  it  surely 
cannot  be  considered  as  being  as  effectual  a  secu- 
rity as  that  arising  from  the  renewed  assurances  of 
His  Majesty's  friendly  disposition,  which  imply  a 
doe  observance  of  the  rights  of  nations  with  which 
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Great  Britain  la  in  amity,  by  all  persons  htAAng 
authority  ander  His  Majesty's  Government ;  from 
the  disavowal  of  the  pretensioB  of  the  seareh  d 
national  ships,  and  from  the  further  asanraneeef 
that  disavowal  given  in  His  Majesty's  proeltnt- 
tion  of  the  16th  of  October  last.  Neither  onder 
these  concurrent  circumstances  can  tbe  pin  of 
necessity  be  maintained  ;  and  if  such  a  proe«ed> 
ing  has  not  the  plea  of  necessity,  it  aisnnes  tbe 
character  of  aggression.  If  these  concurrent  ma* 
rities  against  such  an  apprehensioQ  haveanyTilDr, 
the  necettsiiy  no  longer  exists;  if  theyareofoo 
value,  negotiation  cannot  be  attempted,  ai  ite 
basis  upon  which  it  resL<i,  the  mutual  eoofideitt 
of  the  two  parties,  would  be  wholly  wanting. 

From  tbe  moment  after  the  onfortuaaletfini 
of  the  Chesapeake,  that  Hts  Majesty's  naval  cooh 
manders  in  these  waters  had  ascertained  that  thef 
were  safe  from  the  effervescence  of  that  popobt 
fury,  under  which  tbe  most  glaring  OQtiageswcR 
committed,  and  by  which  they  were  very  tttto^ 
ally  led  to  tbe  supposition  that  they  were  objects 
of  [mrticnlar  hostility,  and  that  a  state  of  wu 
against  tbem,  requiring  precautious  on  their  pu^ 
had  commenced,  no  conduct  has  been  impatMis 
them  which  could  vindicate  tbe  necessity  of  miift- 
taining  in  force  the  President's  proclanuiioa. 
Since  that  time  such  of  those  officers  as  have  bees 
necessitated  by  the  circumstances  of  the  warto  re- 
main in  these  waters,  have  held  no  commaoiEi- 
tion  with  the  shore,  (except  in  an  iosUDce  too 
trifling  to  dwell  upon,  and  losiantly  disavowed 
by  the  commanding  officer;)  and  they  have  ac- 
quiesced quietly  in  various  privations,  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  service  they  were  upon,  aad,ia 
consequence  of  an  interdict,  which  bad  they  bm 
regardless  of  their  duties  towards  a  State  in  tmiir 
with  their  Sovereign,  and  had  they  not  eartfaUf 
repressed  the  feelings  its  tone  and  langnagehadt 
direct  tendency  to  provoke  in  them,  would  kre 
rather  excited  than  have  averted  the  evil  it  wu 
stated  to  be  intended  to  prevent;  weretber^re- 
gardful  of  these  duti&%  it  was  unnecessary.  Had 
they  felt  themselves  obliged  completely  toevacnate 
the  waters  of  the  United  States,  especially  wWa 
an  enemy's  squadron  was  harbored  in  them,tliey 
could  have  done  it  but  under  the  admission  of  hof 
tile  compulsion  ;  and  under  such  compulsion,  e■^ 
ried  into  full  effect,  His  Majesty  could  not  haredti- 
sembled  the  extent  of  the  injury  received. 

In  the  several  cases  adduced,  in  which  Oieat 
Britain  required  certain  preliminaries  pteviwdf 
to  entering  into  negotiation,  she  related  her  eof 
duct  by  the  same  principles  to  which  she  aow 
adheres ;  and  refuted,  whilst  no  hostility  was  ex- 
hibited on  her  part,  to  treat  with  Powers  wh« 
proceedings  denoted  it  towards  her,  aod  who  maiB> 
lained  their  right  in  what  they  bad  assumed. 

From  the  considerations  thus  offered,  I  trust  that 
neither  the  order  of  reason  nor  that  of  usage  » ifl 
contradiction  to  the  demand  I  have  u^ed ;  noraa 
I  aware  how  the  order  of  time  opposes  the  rev<h 
cation  in  the  first  instance  of  that  act, 
affects  injuriously  one  of  the  parties,  and  Is  «m 
avowed  by  the  other. 

The  subject  is  thus  pxeaented  to  ytni,  air,  in  IM 

Digilized  by  GooqIc 


2709 


APPENDIX, 


2710 


Rdatvam  wUh  Chtai  Britain. 


light  in  which  it  was  natnrd  thtt  it  should  dftr 
iMlf  to  HwMKii»ty*8  OoTcrameDt.  It  certainljr 
conceived  the  rresident's  proclamation  to  rest 
cbieAjr,  and  most  materially^,  upon  the  attack  made 
opoo  the  frigate  of  the  United  States,  the  Chesa- 
peake, hf  His  Majesty's  ship  Leopard,  although 
other  topics  were  adduced  as  accessories.  In  this 
apprebeosion  it  may  be  held  to  hare  been  suffi- 
ciently warranted,  by  the  precise  time  at  which 
and  tbe  circumstances  under  which  it  was  issued, 
and  by  its  whole  context ;  aad  the  more  so,  as 
tbe  impulse  under  which  it  was  drawn  up  appears 
to  hare  been  so  sadden,  as  to  hare  preclnaed  a 
due  examination  of  all  the  groands  of  allegation 
contained  in  it.  And  here  I  be^  leare  to  assure  you, 
that  with  respect  to  the  spirit  and  tone  of  that 
inilniineot,  it  would  be  highljr  satisfactory  to  me 
if  I  could  feel  myself  justified  in  expressing  on  the 
part  of  His  Majesty,  any  degree  of  coineidenee 
with  tbe  opinions  you  hare  anooaoced ;  or,  when 
thus  appealed  to,  and  mnking  every  allowanee  for 
the  irritation  of  the  moment,  1  could  dissemble  the 
extreme  surprise  experienced  by  Great  Britain, 
tbat  tbe  Government  of  a  friendly  nation,  ereo  be- 
fore an  amicable  demand  of  reparation  was  made, 
and  yet  meaning  to  make  that  demand,  should  bare 
iiisned  an  edict  directing  measures  of  injury  very 
disproportionate  to  what  it  knew  was  an  unan- 
tborized  offence,  and  both  in  its  terms  and  its  pur- 
port io  injurious  to  the  Goremraent  to  which  that 
demand  was  to  be  addressed,  and  tending  to  call 
forth  in  both  nations  the  feelines  under  which  a 
friendly  adjustment  would  be  the  most  difficult. 
Bot  if,  as  I  learn  from  you,  sir,  the  proclamation 
rests  sabstSDtially  on  other  causes,  it  is  then  pecu- 
liiriy  to  be  regretted,  that,  together  with  the  de- 
mand for  redress  made  in  September  last,  the 
Gorerament  of  the  United  States  did  not  tbink  fit 
to  offer  a  negotiatioo  or  an  explanation  of  so  mo- 
mentoas  a  lueasure,  or  to  declare  that  its  recall 
must  be  more  or  less  connected  with  the  adjust- 
ment of  other  alleged  wrongs.  Neither  did  it 
think  it  necessary  to  return  any  answer  to  the 
remonstrance  given  in  by  His  Majesty's  Enroy 
at  Washington,  on  the  13th  July,  1807,  In  which 
he  represented  "tbat  be  considered  that  interdic- 
tion to  be  so  unfriendly  in  its  object,  and  so  injuri- 
ous in  its  consequences  to  His  Majesty's  interests, 
that  he  could  not  refrain  from  expressiilg  the  most 
sincere  regret  that  it  ever  should  have  been  issned, 
and  most  earnestly  deprecating  its  being  enfored." 

It  eould  not  be  supposed  tbat  a  cirenmstanee  of 
so  great  weight  could  be  overlooked  bv  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  in  determining  tne  line  of 
eoaduet  to  be  held  in  the  negotiation  ;  and  as  lit- 
tle could  it  he  expected  to  pass  it  over,  when,  on 
the  failure  of  the  diseossion  with  Mr.  Monroe,  it 
directed  a  special  mission  to  be  sent  to  the  United 
States.  It  had  the  less  reason  to  imagine  that  any 
other  grievances  could  he  connected  with  that 
for  the  adjostmeot  of  which  I  am  empowered  to 
negotiate,  as  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning of  the  29th  July  last,  had  stated,  with  respect 
to  other  subjects  of  remonstrance,  that  it  was  im- 
proper to  minsle  them  with  the  present  more 
Mcions  erase  of  eomptatnt— ra  opinion  to  whieh 


Mr.  Canning  declared  his  perfect  assent  in  his  let- 
ter to  that  Minister  of  the  second  of  the  subse- 
quent month ;  so  that  this  act  was  left  as  single 
and  distinct,  to  be  singly  and  distinctly  considered. 
His  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  could  not, 
consistently  with  any  view  of  the  subject  then 
before  it,  or  indeed  with  the  just  object  of  my 
mission,  direct  or  empower  me  to  enter  upon  mat- 
ters not  connected  with  that  of  the  Chesapeake; 
and  they  eould  with  the  less  propriety  do  it,  as  in 
order  to  render  the  adjustment  of  differences  of 
such  a  nature  the  more  easy  and  the  more  con- 
spieuotts,  the  Ministers  charged  especially  with 
such  offices  have  been,  with  few  if  any  exceptions, 
restricted  to  the  precise  affair  to  be  negotiated. 
With  respect,  therefor^  to  those  other  causes  of 
complaint,  upon  which  yon  inform  me  that  the 
President's  proclamation  rests,  I  cannot  be  fans- 
ished  with  documents  enabling  me  either  to  admit 
or  to  controvert  those  statements  of  grievanee 
foreign  to  tbe  attack  upon  tbat  ship  Contained  in 
your  letter,  or  authorized  to  discuss  the  matters 
themselves.  I  shall,  therefore,  not  allow  myself 
to  offer  such  comments  as  my  personal  knowledge 
of  some  of  those  transactions  suggest  to  me,  al- 
though their  tendency  would  materially  aflect 
both  the  marked  manner  in  which  those  transac- 
tions are  portrayed,  and  the  disadvantageous  light 
in  which  His  Majesty's  Govemdoent  is  represent- 
ed to  have  acted  respecting  them.  I  am  moreover 
ted  to  the  persuasion  that  my  Government  will  be 
tbe  more  easily  able  to  rescue  itself  from  inculpa- 
tion by  the  reference  arising  from  passages  in  Mr. 
Monroe's  letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Canning,  of  the 
29th  of  September  last,  thatthe  differences  unhap- 
pily existing  between  tbe  two  nations  were  in  ■ 
train  of  adjustment. 

If  His  Majesty  has  not  permitted  me  to  enter 
into  the  discussion  of  the  search  of  neutral  mer- 
chant ships  for  British  seamen,  together  with  the 
adjustment  of  the  amount  of  reparation  for  the  at- 
tack upon  the  Chesapeake,  it  was  nowise  with  ■ 
view  of  precluding  tne  farther  agitation  of  that 
question  at  a  suitable  time,  but  it  was  that  the 
negotiation  might  be  relieved  from  the  embarrass- 
ment arisiag  ^om  the  connexion  of  the  present 
matter  with  tbe  one  so  foreign  to  it,  and  as  it  was 
but  too  well  known, so  difficult  to  be  adjusted ;  of 
a  right  distinctly  disclaimed  with  one  which  Great 
Britain  has  at  all  times  asserted,  of  enforcing  her 
claim  to  the  services  of  her  natural  bom  subjects 
when  found  on  board  merchant  veaaela  of  other 
nations ;  a  claim  whieh  she  founda  in  that  prin- 
ciple of  universal  law,  which  gives  to  the  State 
the  right  of  requiring  the  aid  and  assistance  of 
her  native  citizens.  The  recurrence,  therefore,  to 
tbat  cause  of  negotiation  which  had  been  origin- 
ally settled  between  Mr.  Secretary  Canning  and- 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  which  had  been  broken  in  upon 
by  the  orders  subsequently  received  by  that  Min- 
ister, can  only  be  considered  as  a  resumption  of 
that  course  of  things  which  Great  Britain  strenn- 
ously  contended  there  was  no  ground  to  depart 
from.  I  may  observe  that  this  purpose  might  have 
been  effected  without  the  intervention  of  a  special 
Minister. 
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It  will  be  in  your  reeolleetion,  air,  that  in  our 
first  interview  I  slated  the  condition  which  makes 
the  aabjeet  of  the  present  letter,  before  I  was  in- 
formed by  you  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  would  consent  to  the  separation  of  the  two 
subjects, 

I  had  trusted  that  the  exposition  which  I  added 
in  my  letter  of  the  26tb  of  January,  to  the  verbal 
explanation  I  had  before  offered  of  the  gprounds  of 
His  Majesty's  demand,  was,  both  in  its  purport  and 
in  the  terras  in  which  it  was  couched,  such  as  to 
prevent  a  suspiciou  that  ihey  were  in  their  inten- 
tion derogatory  to  the  honor  or  calculated  to  wound 
the  just  sensibility  of  this  nation.  I  may  add,  that 
such  a  supposition  could  not  be  reconciled  with 
the  various  ostensible  and  unequivocal  demonstra- 
tions of  His  Majesty*a  aood  faith  and  anxieijr 
that  this  transaction  should  be  brought  to  an  ami- 
cable termination,  which  were  exhibited  even 
prior  to  any  remoDstraoces  on  the  part  or  by  order 
of  this  OoTernment.  The  other  topic  which  I 
felt  myself  authorized  to  advance  in  that  letter  in 
illustration  of  that  amicable  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  King,  were  brought  forward  from  the 
conviction  I  entertained  that  they  muat  be  of  a 
nature  to  be  satisfactory  to  this  (jrorernmeot,  and 
therefore  such  as  it  was  particularly  my  duty  to 
enforce,  but  not  with  a  view  to  rest  upon  them  the 
right  to  advance  the  claim  vhich  I  have  stated. 

I  may  here  remark,  it  is  obvious,  that  far  from 
requiring  that  the  first  step  towards  an  arrange- 
ment of  reparation  should  be  taken  by  the  United 
States,  Qreat  Britain  has  already  made  them  open- 
ly and  distinctly ;  they  are  indubitable  testimonies 
to  the  respect  borne  and  decidedly  marked  by 
Great  Britain  to  the  ties  of  amity  anbsisting  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  and  of  her  cordial  desire 
to  maintain  them  unimpaired ;  and  as  such  alone 
they  were  urged. 

As  His  Majesty  would  have  derived  sincere 
satisfaction  from  the  evidence  of  corresponding 
feeliugs  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  so  it 
would  be  the  more  painful  to  me  to  dwell  upon  a 
aeries  of  insults  and  menaces,  which,  without  any 
provocation  of  warlike  preparation  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain,  have  been  for  mouths  accumulated 
upon  her  through  the  United  States,  and  but  too 
frequently  from  quarters  whose  authority  neces- 
sarily and  powerfully  commanded  attention. 

1  ought  perhaps  to  atralogize  for  adverting  to  an 
incidental  expression  in  your  letter,  if  I  did  oot 
think  it  right  to  remove  any  ambiguity  respecting 
the  nature  of  the  claim  which  Great  Britain  main- 
tained to  her  seamen,  native  citizens  of  the  realm, 
who  have  deserted  from  her  service  to  that  of 
other  Poweni ;  it  is  that,  on  demand,  they  shall  be 
discharged  forthwith,  And  consequently  they  shall 
instantly  be  freed  from  their  newly  contracted 
obligations. 

Before  I  close  this  letter,  allow  me  to  state  to 
you,  sir,  that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to 
His  Majesty^  Government  the  exposition  con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  of  the  va- 
rious demands  on  the  honor  and  good  faith  of 
Great  Britain  on  which  the  complaint  is  made, 
that  satisfaction  has  not  been  afforded  to  the  United 


Slates,  and  on  which,  conjointly  with  the  a^ 
of  the  Chesapeake,  you  inform  me  that  the  pro- 
clamation of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  States  tit 
the  3d  of  July,  1807,  is  founded.  It  will  be  for 
His  Majesty's  Government  to  determine,  oa  the 
phrt  of  Great  Britain,  whether  any,  and  what  oUi- 
gatioos  remain  to  be  fulfilled  by  her;  whetheruy 
denial  or  such  protraction  of  redress  has  occam4 
on  her  part,  as  to  render  necessary  or  jnstifiiUe 
the  perseverance  in  an  edict,  which,  when  not 
necessary  or  justifiable,  assumes  a  character  of 
aggression ;  and  whether,  on  the  result  of  the« 
considerations,  the  present  negotiation  can  be  re- 
sumed on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,  with  a  doe 
regard  for  his  own  honor,or  with  a  prospect 
more  anecessful  termination. 

I  have  the  honor  to  b^  mth  the  highest  coa- 
sideration,  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  most  hoa- 
ble  savaot, 

a  H.  ROSE. 


STATE  OF  THE  Pllf  ANCBS. 

[CoBununicBted  to  the  Senate,  November  7,  1607.} 
In  obedience  to  tbe  directions  of  the  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  eslaolid 
the  Treasury  Department,"  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  respectfully  submits  the  foUowin; 
report  and  estimates : 

Revenue  and  Receipts. 
The  net  revenue  arisine  from  duties  on  mercbai- 
dise  and  tonnage,  wnich  accrued  during  tlie 
y^ar  1605,  amounted  to  $14,135i38 

And  that  which  accrued  during  the 
year  1806,  amounted,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  statement  A.  to  -      -  $16,576,454 

The  same  revenue,  after  deducting 
that  portion  which  arose  from  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  from  the  additi- 
onal duties  constituting  the  Medi- 
terreneao  fund,  amounted,  during 
the  year  1S05,  to  -      -      -      -  12,520,53! 

And  during  the  year  1806,  to   -      -  14,809,738 


It  is  ascertained  that  the  net  revenue,  which  bas 
accrued  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  tbe  y«ir 
1807,  exceeds  that  of  the  correspond in&r  quirten 
of  the  year  1806 ;  and  that  branch  of  the  reveoM 
may^  exclusively  of  the  duty  on  salt,  and  of  tbe 
Mediterranean  fund,  both  of  which  expire  on  ike 
first  day  of  January  next,  be  safely  estimated,  fot 
the  present  and  if  no  ciiange  takes  place  in  die 
relations  of  the  United  Slates  with  foreign  U- 
tioDs,  at  fourteen  millions  of  dollars. 

The  statement  B  exhibits  in  detail  the  several 
species  of  merchandise,  and  other  sources,  from 
which  that  revenue  was  ctrfleeted  daring  tbe  yew 
1806. 

It  appears,  by  the  statement  C.  that  tbe  sates  « 
the  public  lands  have,  during  the  year  ending  oa 
the  30th  of  September,  1807,  exceeded  284,000 
acres.   Some  returns  are  not  yet  received;  aaa 
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the  proceeds  of  sates  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
being,  after  deducting  the  surveying  and  other 
iacideatal expenses,  appropriated,in  the  first  place, 
10  the  parmeDt  of  a  sum  of  $1,250,000  to  the 
Suile  01  Geoi^ia,  have  not  been  included,  but  are 
distinctly  slated.  The  aetual  payments  by  par- 
ehasen,  faaTe,  during  the  same  period,  exceeded 
$68(^000;  and  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from 
that  source,  may,  after  deductiifg  charges,  aod  the 
fire  per  cent,  reserved  for  roads,  be  estimated,  for 
the  ensuing  year,  at  five  buDdred  thouuRid  dollars. 

The  receipts  arising  from  the  permanent  reve- 
nue of  the  United  States,  may,  therefore,  without 
including  the  duties  on  postage,  and  other  inci- 
dental branches,  be  computed,  for  the  year  1808, 

at  814^,000 

And  the  payments  into  the  Treasury 
daring  the  same  year,  on  account 
of  the  salt  and  Mediterranean  du- 
ties, pnvioosly  aeeraed,  are  estima- 
ted at    1,300,000 


Making  the  whole^  an  aggregate  of  tl5,800.000 


Last  tptcaier  of  theyear  1807. 

The  balance  in  (be  Treasury,  wbich,OD  the  30th 
day  of  September,  1806,  amounted  to  95,496,969 
77,  did,  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1807, 

amount  to  $8,530,000 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from 

the  first  of  October  to  the  Slst  of 

December,  1807,  are  estimated  at  4,000,000 


$12,530,000 


The  ezpenses,  during  the  same  period,  for  all 
objects  whatever,  the  public  debt  excepted,  and 
including  $686,076  for  the  extraordinary  expen- 
ditures oif  the  Navy  Department,  of  which  the 
estimate  has  been  transmitted,  are  estimated 

at  tl,700,000 

The  ordinary  payments  on  account  of 

the  pnbltc  debt,  includtn?  the  pro< 

vision  for  the  ioterebt  on  toe  Louis- 
iana and  Dutcbdebt,  to  the  1st  July, 
■  1808,Breestimaiedat   -      -      -  1,700,000 
A  further  sum  of  about  $1,500,000, 

shonM  also  be  paid  during  this 

quarter,  in  order  to  complete  the 

annaal  appropriation  of  $800,000. 

If  the  whole  of  this  sum,  which  is 

applicable  to  the  purchase  of  the 

eight  per  cent.  siocK,  cannot  be  ex- 
pended this  year,  the  unexpended 

Dolance  will  form  an  additional 

expenditure  for  the  year  1806, 

charging  however,  the  whole  to 

this  qaarler .     .      -     .      .  1,500,000 


Makes  an  aggregate  of     -      -  $4.00(^000 
And  will  leave  in  the  Treasury,  at  the 
close  of  the  year,  a  balance  of  abont 
seven  mllliontaix  hundred  thousand 

doUara   7,630,000 


$12,530,000 


ExpenditureB  of  the  year  1808. 

The  permanent  expenses,  calculated  on  a  Peace 
Establishment,  are  estimated  at  $11,600,000,  and 
consist  of  the  following  items,  viz : 
1st.  For  the  civil  department,  and  alt  domestic 
expenses  of  a  civil  nature,  iocluding  invalid 
peoslonen,  the  tight'honseand  mint  establish- 
ments, the  expenses  of  shrve^ing  public  lands 
and  the  aeacoast,  the  fifth  instalment  of  the 
loan  diie  to  Maryland,  and  a  sum  of  ^100,000, 
to  meet  such  miscellaneous  appropriations,  not 
included  in  the  estimates,  as  may  be  made  by 
Congress     -  $1,100,000 

2.  For  expenses  incident  to  the  inter- 
course with  foreign  nations,  inclu- 
ding the  permanent  appropriation 

for  Algiers   300,000 

3.  For  the  Military  and  Indian  depart- 
ments, including  trading  houses, 
and  the  permaneot  appropriations 

for  certain  Indian  tribes    '   -      -  1,280,000 

4.  For  the  Naval  Establishment      -  1,020,000 

5.  The  annual  appropriation  of  eight 
mtltionfi  of  dollars,  for  the  payment 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  of  which  sum  nqt  more 
than  $3,400,000  will,  for  the  year 
18M,  be  applicable  to  the  payment 

of  interest  -8,000,000 

811,600,000 

To  the  permanent  expenses  mast  be 
added,  for  the  year  1808,  a  sum  of 
about  $800,000,  necessary,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  to  com- 
plete, on  the  1st  January,  1809,  the 
reimbursement  of  the  eight  per 
cent,  stock   800,000 

And  for  paying  the  balance  of  Amer- 
ican claims  assumed  by  the  French 
convention  -----  200,000 

Making,  altogether,  for  the  expenses 

of  that  year  $12,600,000 

The  receipts  of  that  year 

having  been  estimated 

at      -      -      -  -$15,800,000 
And  the  probable  balance 

in  the  Treasury,  the  1st 

of  January  next  at    -  7.630,000 

Making,  altogether  -823.430,000 

Would  therefore,  probably,  leave  in 
the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  January, 
1809,  a4>aUnce  of  near  eleven  mU- 
liona  of  dollars    -  10,830,000 

823,43a,000 


Ppblic  Debt. 
It  appears  by  the  statement  D.  that  the.  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  have,  daring,  the  year  ending  on  the  SOth 
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day  of  September,  1807,  exceeded  foar  millions 
■ix  httadred  thousand  dollars ;  makiog  the  total 
public  debt  reimbarsed  from  the  1st  of  April,  1801, 
to  tbe  Ist  of  October,  1807,  about  twenty-fire  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  and  eightir  thousand  dollars, 
exclusively  of  □[lore  than  six  roiliioos  which  hare 
been  paid  during  the  same  period,  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  and  cooventioD 
with  Oreat  Britain,  and  of  tbe  Louisiana  eonven- 
(ioD. 

Of  the  twelvemillioosof  dollars,  whicb,accord- 
ing  to  the  preceding  estimates,  may  be  paid  on 
account  of  tbe  public  debt,  between  the  30tb  Sep- 
tember, 1807,  and  the  1st  January,  1809,  about 
eight  millions  will  be  on  account  of  tbe  principal. 
It  must,  however,  be  observed,  that  tbe  unascer- 
tained result  of  the  proposition  made  to  the  public 
creditors,  for  a  modification  of  the  debt,  may  afieet 
the  amount  payable  daring  the  year  1808,  on  ac- 
eonnt  of  both  principal  and  interest. 

On  tbe  first  daj;  of  January,  1809,  ibe  principal 
of  the  debt  wilL  if  the  proposed  modifioition  be 
not  assented  to  by  tbe  public  creditors,  amount  to 
near  fifty-seven  millions  and  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dcdlars;  tbe  subsequent  annual  payments 
thereon,  on  account  of  principal  and  interest,  will 
not.  exclusively  of  occasional  purchases,  exceed 
94,600,000;  and  the  whole  of  the  debt,  tbe  nine- 
teen millions  three  per  cent,  stock  only  excepted, 
will  be  reimbursed  in  sixteen  years. 

A  general  subscription  would  reduce  the  capi- 
tal to  about  fifty-one  millions  of  dollars;  the  pay- 
ments would  amount  to  eight  millions  of  dollars, 
anoually.  during  six  years,  and  average  less  than 
three  millions  during  (he  seven  following;  at  tbe 
end  of  which  period  the  whole  debt  would  be 
extinguished. 

An  annual  nnappropriated  surplus  of  at  least 
tbree  millions  of  dollars  may,  henceforth,  be  re- 
lied upon  with  great  confidmce.  The  receipts  of 
the  year  1808  have  been  estimated  at  915.800,000, 
•ad  the  expenses  at $12,6001)00.  Tbepermanent 
revenue  has  been  computed  at  $14,500,000;  and 
the  permanent  expeosfn,  predicated  on  an  annual 
payment  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  on  account 
of  the  debt,  hare  been  stated  at  $11,600,000;  and, 
as  these  would,  if  no  modification  of  tbe  debt  shall 
Uke  place,  be  reduced  to  less  than  $8,500,000,  the 
annual  surplus  would  then  amount  to  six  millions 
of  dollars.  Nor  are  tbe  seven  millions  and  a  half 
of  dollars,  which  will  remain  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  tbe  present  year,  included  in  the  cal- 
culation. 

What  portion  of  that  surplus  may  be  wanted 
for  necessary  measures  of  security  and  defence; 
what  portion  should  be  applfed  to  internal  im- 
provements, which,  while  increasing  and  diffusing 
the  national  wealth,  will  strengthen  the  bonds  of 
anion,  are  the  subjects  which  do  not  fall  within 
the  pfovince  of  the  Treasury  Department,  fiut 
it  is  not  improbable  that,  after  making  ample  pro- 
vision for  both  those  objects,  coosiderable  sur- 
plusses,  and  which  can  no  longer  be  applied  to 
the  redemption  of  tbe  debt,  may  still  accumulate 
in  the  Treasury.  > 

A  pceriona  accBmntatiGn  of  treaaure,  in  time 


of  peace,  might  in  a  great  degree  defray  the  a- 
traordinary  expenses  of  war,  and  dimuiih  ikt 
necessity  of  either  loans  or  additional  taxes.  It 
would  provide,  daring  periods  of  prosperity,  lit 
those  adverse  events  to  which  every  nation  »  a- 
posed,  instead  of  increasing  the  burdens  of  the 
people  at  a  time  when  they  are  least  able  to  btu 
them,  or  of  impairing,  by  antieipatioos,  tke  n-  , 
sources  of  ensuing  generations.  And  the  pobhe  j 
moneys  of  the  United  States  not  being  locked  sp  , 
and  withdrawn  from  the  general  cifcntoiioo,  but,  I 
on  the  contrary,  deposited  in  banks,  aod  eoatiai-  ' 
ing  to  form  a  part  of  the  circulating  median,  tk 
most  formidable  objection  to  that  system,  irititk 
has,  nevertheless,  been,  at  times,  adopted  wiik 
considerable  success,  in  other  couairie;.  is,  thm- 
by,  altogether  removed.  It  is  also  believed  tbu 
the  renewal  of  tbe  charter  of  the  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States  may,  amongst  other  advan&cot 
afibrd  to  tbe  Government  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
taining interest  on  the  public  deposites,  whnm 
tbey  snnll  exceed  a  certain  amount.  Should  (be 
United  Slates,  contrary  to  thsr  expectatira  nd 
desire,  be  involved  in  a  war,  it  is  oelieved  tbu 
the  receipts  of  the  year  1806  will  not  benutoi- 
ally  afiiected  hj  the  event,  inasmuch  as  they  will, 
principally,  arise  from  the  revenue  accrued  aori^ 
the  present  year.  Tbe  amount  of  ootsisadia; 
bonds  doe  by  importers,  after  dedoctiD{[lbed^ 
bentures  issued  on  account  of  re-exporlatiDQS.ei- 
ceeds.  at  this  time,  sixteen  millions  of  dwsn. 
Tbe  deductions  to  be  made  from  these,  on  accoui 
of  subsequent  re-exportations,  would,  in  cs«  of 
war,  be  less  than  usual;  for,  exportattoiu  will 
then  be  checked  as  well  as  importations;  sad,!! 
proportion  as  these  will  decrease,  a  greater  bofflt 
demand  will  be  created  for  the  stock  on  band,  ui 
the  necessity  of  re-exporting  be  diminished. 

It  has  already  been  suted  that  the  specie  in  At 
Treasury,  at  tbe  end  of  this  year,  together  with iIr 
surpliu  of  the  year  1608,  will  amount  to  lat 
eleven  millions  of  dollars — a  som  probably  ad^ 
qnate  to  meet  tbe  extraordinary  expenses  of  i 
war  for  that  year.  It  will  also  be  recoUeeifi 
that,  in  the  estimated  expenses  of  the  year  1908. 
a  reimbursement  of  near  five  millions  and  s  bilf 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt  is  included.  Tbe 
only  provision,  therefore,  which  may,  under  id^ 
contingency,  be  necessary  for  the  extraonKosrT 
service  of  that  year,  in  order  to  cover  any  defi- 
ciency of  reveuue  or  increase  of  expeoditore  be 
yond  what  has  been  estimated,  will  be  an  aoibcr 
ity  to  borrow  a  sum  equal  to  that  reimburseoMt- 

That  tbe  revenue  of  tbe  United  Slates  will,ii 
sut»wquent  years,  be  considerably  impaired  vfi 
war.  neither  can,  or  ought  lo  be  concealed,  fi  ^ 
on  tne  contrary,  necessary,  in  orderto  be  premred 
for  tbe  crisis,  to  take  an  early  view  of  tbe  saDjcct,  • 
and  to  examine  the  resources  which  sbonld  bt 
selected  for  supplying  the  deficiency  and  defrsy- 
ing  tbe  extraordinary  expenses. 

There  are  no  data  from  which  the  extent  <tf  tbe 
defalcation  can,  at  this  moment,  be  calcalated. « 
even  estimated.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  stale,  1st 
That  it  appears  necessary  to  provide  a  rereooe 
at  least  equal  to  the  annual  expenses  on  a  Peace 
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Establish moDt,  the  interest  of  the  existing  debt, 
and  the  interest  on  the  loans  which  may  be  raised. 
2dlf.  That  those  expenses,  together  with  the  in- 
terest of  the  debt,  will,  after  (he  year  1808,  amount 
10  a  sum  less  than  seven  milUoos  of  dollars,  and, 
therefore,  if  the  presoat  rcTenue  of  914,500,000 
shall  not  be  diminished  more  than  one  half  by  a 
wai,  it  will  still  he  adequate  to  that  object,  leav- 
ing only  the  interest  of  war-loans  to  be  provided 
Tor. 

Whether  taxes  should  be  raised  to  a  greater 
amount,  or  loans  be  altoc;etfaer  relied  on  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  the  war,  is  the  next  sub- 
ject of consideration. 

Taxes  are  paid  by  the  great  mass  of  the  citizens, 
and  immediately  affect Eumost  every  individual  of 
the  community.  Loans  are  supplied  by  capitals 
previously  accumulated  by  a  few  individuals.  In 
a  country  where  the  resources  of  individuals  are 
not  generally  and  materially  affected  by  the  war, 
it  is  praclieable  and  wise  to  raise  by  (axes  the 
greater  part  at  least  of  the  annual  supplies.  The 
credit  of  the  nation  may,  also,  from  various  cir- 
cumstances, be  at  tiroes  so  far  impaired  as  to  leave 
DO  resource  but  taxation.  In  Iwih  respects  the 
situation  of  the  United  States  is  totally  dissimilar. 

A  maritime  war  will,  in  (be  United  States,  gen- 
erally and  deeply  affect,  whilst  it  continues,  the 
resources  of  individuals  ;  as  not  only  commercial 
profits  will  be  curtailed,  but,  principally,  because 
a  ^reat  portion  of  the  surplus  of  agricultural  pro- 
duce necessarily  requires  a  foreign  market.  The 
reduced  price  of  the  principal  articles  exported 
from  the  United  States  will  operate  more  beavUy 
Ihan  any  contemplated  tax.  And,  without  in- 
qnlring  whether  a  similar  cause  may  not  stilt 
more  deeply  and  permanently  affect  a  nation  at 
war  with  the  United  States,  it  seems  to  follow 
that,  so  far  as  relates  to  America,  the  losses  and 
privations  caused  by  the  war  should  not  be  aggra- 
vated b^  taxes  beyond  what  is  strictly  necessary. 
Ad  addition  to  the  debt  is  doubtless  an  evil ;  but 
experieoca  having  now  sbowa  with  what  rapid 
[vogress  the  revenue  of  tbe  Union  increases  in 
time  of  peace ;  with  what  facility  the  debt  for- 
merly contracted  has,  in  a  few  years,  been  reduced ; 
a  hope  may  confidently  be  entertaioed  that  all 
the  evils  of  the  war  will  be  temporary,  and  easily 
repaired  ;  and  that  the  return  of  peace  will,  with- 
out any  effort,  afford  ample  resources  for  reimbur- 
sing whatever  may  have  been  borrowed  during  the 
war. 

The  credit  of  the  United  States  is  also  unim- 
paired, either  at  home  or  abroad ;  and  it  is  believed 
,that  loans  to  a  reasonable  amount  may  be  obtained 
on  eligible  terms.  Measures  have  been  taken  to 
ueertain  to  what  extent  this  may  be  effected 
«  abroad.  And  it  will  be  sufficient  here  to  suggest, 
that  the  several  banks  of  the  United  States  may 
fiod  it  convenient,  a^er  the  ensuing  year,  and  as 
the  dimiuisbed  commerce  ot  the  country  may  re- 
quire less  capital,  to  loan  to  Government  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  their  capital  stock,  now  com- 
puted at  about  forty  millions  of  dollars. 

It  misht  be  premature  to  enter  into  a  parttcu- 
Iw  detau  of  the  several  hc»iiclMs  of  revenue  which 


may  be  selected  in  order  to  provide  for  the  inter- 
est of  war  loans,  and  to  cover  deficiencies,  in  case 
the  existing  revenue  should  fall  below  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  A  general  eaumeration  seems  at 
present  sufficient. 

1.  Not  only  the  duty  on  salt  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean duties  may  be  immediately  revived,  but 
the  duties  on  importation  generally,  may,  in  case^ 
of  war,  be  considerably  increased,  perbai»  doubted 
with  less  inconvenience  than  would  arise  from 
any  other  mode  of  taxation.  Without  resorting 
to  the  example  of  other  nations,  experience  has 
proven  that  this  source  of  revenue  is,  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  (be  most  productive,  the  easiest  to  col- 
lect, and  the  least  burdensome  to  the  great  mass 
of  the  people.  In  time  of  war,  the  danger  of 
smuggling  is  diminished  J  the  scarcity  of  foreign 
articles  prevents  the  duty  ever  falling  on  the  im- 
porter; the  consumers  are  precisely  (hose  mem- 
bers of  the  community  who  are  best  able  to  pay 
the  duty ;  and  the  increase  of  domestic  manufac- 
tures, which  may  be  iodireettjr  affeeied,  is  in  it- 
self a  desirable  object. 

3.  Indirect  taxes,  however  ineligible,  will  doubt- 
less be  cheerfully  paid  as  war  tases,  if  necessary. 
Several  modifications  of  the  system  formerly 
adopted,  might,  however.be  introdaced,  both  in 
order  todiroinish  some  oftoe  inconveniences  which 
were  experienced,  and  particularly  to  insure  the 
collection  of  tbe  duties. 

3.  Direct  taxes  are  liable  to  a  particular  objec- 
tion, arising  from  unavoidable  inequality,  firo- 
duced  by  the  general  rule  of  tbe  Constitution. 
Whatever  difference  may  exist  between  the  rela- 
tive wealth  and  consequent  ability  of  paying  of 
the  several  States,  still  the  tax  must,  necessarily, 
be  raised  in  proportion  to  their  relative  popula- 
tion. Sboula  it,  howeverj  become  necessary  to 
resort  to  that  resource,  it  is  believed  that  a  tax, 
raised  upon  that  species  of  property,  in  each  State, 
which,  by  the  State  laws,  is  liable  to  taxation,  as 
had  originally  been  contemplated  by  Congress, 
would  he  preferable  to  a  general  assessmenl,  laid 
uniformly  on  tbe  same  species  of  property  io  all 
the  States,  as  was  ultimately  adopted. 

Ail  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Secretary  of  the  TVnwnry. 

Tbeasobt  Department,  Nov.  5th,  180T. 
{Tables  of  details  are  omitted.] 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  Feb.  &,  1806.J 
Tbe  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
spectfully  report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  report  of  the  5th 
February,  1807,  so  far  as  the  same  bare  been  com- 
pleted, are  fully  detailed  io  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated  the  4th 
day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the  stalomeBta 
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therein  referred  to,whichare  herewith  traasmitted 
and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

a.  CLINTON,  President  of  Senate. 

J.  MARSHALL,  Chief  Justice  U.  S, 

J.  MADISON,  Secretary  of  State. 

A.  GALLATIN.  Secretary  Treasury. 

C.  A.  RODNEY,  Att'y  General  U.S. 
Wabbington,  Feb.  5, 1808. 

Treabuby  Departhbht,  fVk.  4, 1808. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  reports 
.to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Smhiog  Fund: 

That  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  at  the  dose 
of  the  year  1805,  and  applicable  to  payments  f«lling 
due  tfUr  that  year ;  which  balance,  as  appears  by  the 
statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  report, 
amounted  to  9l,647,47S  39 

Together  with  the  disbursements  made 
during  the  year  1808,  out  of  the  Trea- 
snry,  on  account  of  tfie  principal  and 
intereet  of  the  public  debt,  which  die* 
bumemrats,  as  appears  by  the  state- 
ment C,  annexed  to  the  last  annual 
report,  amounted  to  -      -      -      -   ^948,006  90 

And,  with  a  further  nun,  arising  from 
the  remittances  from  America  to  Eu- 
rope, purchased  in  theyear  1606,wbich 
profit,  as  appears  by  ^e  Matement  D, 
annexedtolaat  annual  report,  amount- 
ed to    86,697  77 

And,  also,  with  a  further  sum  arising 
from  the  difference  between  amount 
in  stock  of  the  public  debt  purchased 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  in  the  year  1806,  and  the  mon- 
eys applied  to  said  pnrchases,  amount- 
ing, as  appears  by  the  statement  L, 
annexed  to  the  last  annual  report,  to  4S7  96 


And  amounting,  ahogether,  to     910,681,618  62 


HaTe  been  accounted  fer  in  the  following  manner,  viz : 
1.  There  was  repaid  into  the  Treasury,  during  the  year 
1806,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  protested  bills, 
as  appean  by  the  statement  E,  annexed  to  the  last 
annual  report,  a  sum  of  -       -       •        $6,000  00 
S.  The  sums  actually  applied,  daring  the 
same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
as  ascertained  by  accounts  rendered 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  amount, 
u  will  appear  by  the  itatenient  A,  to 
$8,739,360  43,  viz: 

Paid  in  rnmbunement  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  debt  -      94,828,479  00 
Paid  on  account  of  in- 
terest and  charges  on 
the  same        -      -  3,910,781  42 

  8,789,860  42 

3>  The  balance  remaining  unexpended 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1806,  and  ap- 
plicable to  payments  foiling  due  after 
that  year,  as  ascertained  by  accounts 
rendered  to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amounted,  as  will  appear  by  the  sUte- 


ment  B,  to 
Amounting  to 


1,886,868  10 


$10,681,618  63 


That,  during  the  year  1807,  the  following  didmnsBMrti 
were  made  out  of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  tki 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  viz: 

1.  On  account  of  the  reimbursement  of 
the  interest  of  the  domestic  debt     -  $6,833,441  n 

S.  On  accoontofthe  domestic  unfunded 

debt  2,119  S3 

3.  On  account  of  the  principal  and  vaitx- 
est  of  the  foreign  debt,  and  the  inter- 
est on  die  Louinana  stock      •      -      511,901  M 


Amounting,  together,  aa  will  appear  by 

the  annexed  list  of  warrante,  C,  to  -  $63*7,465  M 

Wbidi  diabonemenu  were  made  out  ctf  the  fidhnrisf 

funds,  Tiz : 

From  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropristiai 
of  eight  millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1807,  rit: 

1.  From  the  fund  arising  from  the  interest  of  (be  ddil 
transferred  to  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fui 
as  per  account  I  •  $968,398  0( 

From  the  funds  arinng  from 
the  sale  eX  pnblie  land^ 
Mng  the  amount  ci  mon- 
eys paid  into  the  Treasury 
from  1  St  October,  1 806,  to 
30th  September,  1807,  as 
per  account  K      -      -   664,819  89 

From  the  proceeds  of  duties 
on  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, imported,  and 
on  the  tonnage  of  sUpe  or 
▼easels-      •      •      -4,672,068  06 


Which  sum  of  -      -      $6,384,679  40 
Together  with  the  sum  ad- 
vanced during  the  year 

1806,  on  account  of  the 
appropriation  for  the  year 

1807,  and  amounting,  as 
appears  by  the  laat  annual 

report,  to      -      •      •  1,003,790  70 

Making  in  Ae  whole       $7,388,470  19 

Leaving,  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1807,  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  of       -      -   711,689  81 


To  complete  the  annual  ap- 
propriatioii  for  the  year 


1807, of 


$8,000,000  00 


S.  From  payments  into  the  TreasDir  m 
account  of  remittaneee  purehaaed  for 
providing  for  the  foreign  debt,  and  trf* 
advances  made  to  Commissioners 
Loans,  and  to  agents  for  the  purchase 
of  the  public  debt,  as  will  appear  by 
the  statement  E,  vis : 
Bepayment  of  the  purdiase-money  and 
advances     •      •      -$6M89  66 
Damages  and  interest  re- 
covered     -      .      -       804  64 


8.  From  the  mtneys  ai^nopriated  by  law 
for  paying  commiasioDs  to  i^ents  em- 
ployed in  the  purchase  of  remittances 
for  the  foreign  debt,  being  the  amount 
IHud  at  the  Treanuy  during  the  year 


61,661 « 
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1807,  for  that  object,  am  will  appear  by 
the  itatement  C      -      -      -  - 


1,332  15 


Making       ...      -       $6,347,466  84 

That  the  abovementioncd  dUbommcnts, 
together  wiA  the  above  stated  baltDce 
of   1,886,3S8  10 

Whkh  nmained  unexpended  at  the  clow 
of  the  year  1806,  and  with  a  sum  aris- 
ing from  profit  on  remittances  from 
America  to  Earope,  paichased  in  the 
year  1807,  and  amounting,  as  will  ap- 
pear by  the  aUtement  D,  to      -      -        9,427  68 


And  amonnting,  altogether,  to      98,343,251  62 


Wai  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  ansnal  report,  in 
conibanity  with  the  accounts  which  shall  then  have 
been  rendered  to  the  Treasary  Department.  That,  in 
the  meanwhile,  the  manner  in  which  the  said  aum  has 
been  applied,  is  estimated  as  follows : 
1.  The  repayments  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of 

principal,  have,  daring  the  year  1807,  amounted,  as 

by  the  abovementioned  statement  E,  to  $61,189  66 
3.  The  suras  actually  applied,  during  the 

year  1807,  to  the  principal  and  inter- 

est  of  the  public  debt,  are  estimated  as 

follows : 

Paid  in  reimbursement  of  tile  public 
debt  ■       -      -       $3,739,168  89 

Paid  on  account  of  inter- 
est and  charges  on  the 
same        ...  3,633,408  66 

  7,363,673  06 

As  will  appear  by  estimate  F. 
3.  The  balance  remaining  unexpended, 

at  the  close  of  the  year  1807,  and  ap- 
plicable to  payments  blling  due  after 

that  year,  ia  estimated,  as  per  estimate 

G,  at   819,489  81 


Making 


$8,343,261  62 


That,  in  conformiiy  with  the  proceedings  and 
molutioQs  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  of  the  33d  of  March,  1807,  a  copy^  whereof 
(M)  IS  anoczed,  $866,700  eight  per  ceot.  stock 
were  purchased  for  $890,520  75  specie  ;  aud 
9300,007  62  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock  were 
puTcaased  for  $293,454  22  specie,  as  will  appear 
07  statement  L. 

That  the  whole  of  the  unexpended  balance  of 
ttieaonaal  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars, for  the  vear  1807,  and  amountine,  as  above 
Mated,  to  $711,529  81,  will  be  wanted  in  aid  of 
the  annual  appropriation  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  the  present  year,  for  the  purpose  of  effect- 
ing the  payments  on  account  of  interest  oti  the 
public  debt,  and  of  reimbursing  the  stock  bearing 
an  interest  of  eight  per  cent.,  which  becomes 
redeemable  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1809. 

And  that  the  statement  H  exhibits  the  amount 
of  stock  transfened  to  Commissioners  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  in  trust  for  the  United  States,  to  the 
31st  of  December,  1807,  including  the  sum  of 
$5,934  24,  transferred  in  the  year  1807,  in  payment 
for  public  lands.   Respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

10th  Con.  1st  Ssss.— 86 


PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 


[Communicated  to  the  House  October  S8, 1807.] 
Wasuihgton,  Oct.  27,  1807. 

Sir:  The  arrangement  approved  by  the  Presi. 
dent  of  the  United  States,  and  adopted  for  the 
south  wing  of  the  Capiiol,  varies  in  so  many  re- 
spects from  that  of  the  buildings  hitherto  appro- 

ftriated  to  the  session  of  Congress,  that  I  beg 
eave  most  respectfully  to  lay  before  you  some 
explanation  of  the  principles  on  which  the  design 
was  formed,  in  order  that,  in  deltberaiins  upon 
the  regulations  which,  to  the  wisdom  of  tbeHousa 
of  Representatives,  may  appear  best  adapted  to 
the  holding  of  their  sittings,  no  informatioa  may 
be  wanting  to  them  which  it  is  in  my  power  to 
furnish. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  House,  it  is  provided 
that  the  access  of  those  citizens  who  attend  ia< 
the  gallery,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  being  present 
at  the  debates,  is  ou  the  south  front,  at  a  distance 
from  the  eastern  entrance,  which  leads  to  the 
apartments  appropriated  to  legislative  business. 
Between  these  parts  of  the  buildings  ihtre  is  no 
communicatiun  whatever,  excepting  by  a  small 
door  from  the  lobby,  which  door  is  only  intended 
to  admit  the  Doorkeeper  into  the  gallery,  in  order 
to  execute  an  order  of  the  House  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  strao^rs. 

Thus,  all  intrusion  upon  the  business  of  the 
House,  and  of  its  committees,  may  be  effectually 
prevented  by  regulating  admissions  by  the  eastern 
entrance. 

The  ground  floor  is  entirely  appropriated  to  the 
use  of  the  committees  of  the  House,  and  of  the 
Clerk.  The  committee  rooms  ranged  on  the  east 
and  west  frootd  have  an  ante-chamber  or  waiting 
room,  to  each  range,  for  the  use  of  these  citizens 
who  have  to  attend  the  committees,  and  who, 
heretofore,  had  no  accommodation  but  such  as 
the  lobby  or  the  gallery  of  the  House  afforded. 
Such  persons  must,  of  necessity,  enter  at  the  eaat< 
ero  door. 

From  this  entrance,  also,  the  staircases  lead  op 
to  the  door  of  the  House.  Within  the  House  the 
lobbies  are  to  the  right  and  left.  The  position  of 
the  Doorkeeper  gives  him  an  immediate  view  of 
every  one  who  enters,  while  the  interior  of  the 
House  cannot  be  seen  excepting  from  the  galle- 
ries of  the  lobbies.  There  is,  therefore,  no  temp- 
tation to  continuance  in  the  lobby,  but  for  the 
sake  of  hearing  the  debates  from  its  galleries,  in 
which  the  presence  of  the  House  will  preserve 
order  and  silence. 

Within  the  colonnade  of  the  House  there  is  no 
room  for  any  persons  not  members  of  the  House, 
excepting  on  the  scats  under  the  northern  part  of 
the  wall.  Those  seats  were  erected  on  the  pre* 
sumption  that  the  House  might  appropriate  the 
same  to  the  use  of  the  Senators  of  the  United 
States,  when  attending  the  House,  and  of  such 
other  persons,  distinguished  by  their  official  char- 
acters, as  the  House  might  judge  proper  to  admit 
to  them. 

It  will  be  in  the  recolleciioQ  of  the  members 
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that,  iQ  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol,  in  which 
were  all  ibe  committee  rooms  and  the  Clerk's 
office,  even  during  the  sitting  of  the  House  in  the 
temporary  building,  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
south  wing,  every  one,  without  discrimination, 
had  access  to  ail  the  passages  of  the  building.  It 
was,  iodeed,  impossible  to  distinguish  those  who 
ought  from  those  who  ought  not  to  have  entered. 
The  consequence  was,  that  every  part  was  crowd- 
ed  by  those  who  had,  and  by  more  who  had  no 
busioess  ID  the  Hoo«e.  There  are  aoDaally  from 
foar  to  five  haadred  persoDs  whom  their  afiairs 
briog  to  the  seat  of  GoTernmeDt  dorioff  the  cit- 
ting  of  the  National  Legislature;  for  these  citi- 
zens the  interior  of  the  House  afforded  the  only 
ahelter  during  the  sererity  of  the  Winter.  The 
lobby  of  the  House  was,  therefore,  usually  611ed 
with  a  part  of  them,  to  the  great  incouTenience 
of  the  members,  and  sometimes  to  the  interrup- 
tion of  legislative  business.  Besides  these,  idle 
and  dissolute  persons  ranged  the  whole  building; 
the  walls  were  defaced  by  obscenity  and  by  libels ; 
the  public  furniture  and  utensils  of  the  House 
were  considered  as  fair  objects  of  depredation; 
and  were  I  to  slate  the  amount  of  some  of  the 
depredations,  it  would  appear  almost  incredible. 
The  committee  rooms  ihemsdves  have  not  been 
secure  from  the  most  improper  intrusion ;  and,  to 
particularize  only  one  fact,  much  of  the  leakage 
of  the  roof  arose  from  the  smaller  pieces  of  lead, 
called  ^/teuhings,  being  stolen. 

I  am  very  confident  that,  under  strict  regula- 
tions, the  distribution  of  the  House,  which  I  have 
described,  will  render  it  easily  practicable  toavoid 
all  these  evils  ;  and  I  beg  very  respectfully  to  sub- 
mit such  regulations  as  I  presume  would  be  efiect- 
ual,  even  before  the  plan  of  the  whole  Capitol, 
which  provides  for  the  residence  of  the  Door- 
keeper within  the  House,  can  be  completed. 

While  it  is  thought  proper  to  admit,  without 
discrimination,  all  persons  who  choose  to  go  into 
the  galleries,  no  attendant  at  the  gallery  door  will 
be  necessary.  As,  however,  the  lower  gallery 
lobbies  will  probably  become  the  stations  of  those 
who  usually  sell  refreshment  in  such  places,  some 
restriction  might  probably  be  laid  upon  the  intru- 
sion of  boys  of  all  colors  beyond  the  outer  door, 
by  regulating  the  occupancy  of  these  lobbies. 

But,  at  the  east  eatraoce,  it  seems  necessary 
that  a  respectable  and  respon«ible  deputy  of  the 
principal  Doorkeeper  should  regulate  the  admis- 
sion of  all  persons  whatever,  and  have  in  chaive 
the  keys  of  all  the  committee  rooms,  control  the 
servants  who  attend  the  fires  of  the  committee 
rooms  and  the  furnaces  of  the  House,  and  prevent 
the  defacing  of  the  walls,  as  well  as  the  depreda- 
tions hitherto  committed  on  the  furniture.  The 
station  of  such  an  officer  would  be  at  the  fool  of 
the  stairs.  -A  short  practice  would  enable  him, 
without  difficulty,  to  superintend  the  whole  of  the 
ground  story  and  the  stairs  of  the  House. 

Experience  has  long  pointed  out  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  prerentiAg  the  walls  of  public  build- 
ings from  being  defaced ;  but  if,  by  a  summary 
process  before  a  magistrate,  those  idle  persons 
who  find  amusement  in  so  scandalous  •  practice 


could  be  fined,  or  othei'wise  punished,  it  might 
cease. 

lo  the  design  and  construction  of  the  Honseof 
Representatives,  all  that  I  could  effect  by  study 
and  labor  has  been  done  to  carry  the  desire  of  the 
President,  to  give  to  the  House  every  practicable 
convenience  and  accommodation,  into  execution. 
In  the  permanence  and  solidity  of  the  work,  I 
hope  nothing  will  be  found  deocienu  The  uu 
and  arrangement  of  the  committee  rooms  wen, 
in  a  great  measure,  imposed  by  the  exterior  form 
and  structure  of  the  north  wing,  of  which  ike 
exterior  of  the  sooth  wing  is  necessarily  ao  exact 
copy.  Much  of  what  might  have  been  belter 
arranged  in  the  interior,  owes  its  imperfection  to 
this  cause.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  my  ardent  wihb, 
and  all  my  ambition  is  centered  in  the  desire, 
that  the  personal  accommodation  of  the  memben. 
and  the  convenience  of  the  committees  of  the 
House,  upon  which  so  much  depend  the  despatch 
and  ease  of  legislative  bustne'ts,  as  well  as  the 
best  practicable  disposition  and  arrangement  of 
the  legislative  hall  itself,  may  have  been  attained. 
I  am  conscious  of  irremediable  defects.  I  hope, 
however,  that  they  are  not  considerable,  and  grow 
out  of  the  necessary  size  and  loftiness  of  an  edi- 
fice, which  must  be  sufficiently  enlarged  to  coo- 
tain  a  numerous  assembly,  while  the  powers  of 
the  human  voice  and  of  the  human  ear  remain 
limited  to  a  certain  standard.  Magnificeiice  b 
easily  bought  by  expense,  and  is  infinitely  lea 
important  than  utility. 

The  meeting  of  Congress,  at  a  period  so  much 
earlier  than  watj  expectra,  in  a  very  advanced  pirt 
of  the  season,  has  prevented  the  cou^letiuo  of 
many  smalt  arrangements,  which  will  render  the 
House  still  more  commodious.  Every  exertion 
is  now  making  to  complete  them  ;  and  should  lOT 
part  of  the  work  be  found,  on  experiment,  ton- 
quire  alteration,  provision  is  made  for  its  speedy 
and  effectual  correction. 

With  the  highest  respect.  I  am  yourK,  faithfullr, 
B.  HENRY  LATROBE, 
Surveyor  of  the  Publie  Buildingt,  V.  S. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  , 

of  the  House  of  Bepreaentalivet. 


PATENT  RIGHTS  TO  ALIENS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  December  18,  IS97.] 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Ibttse  of  Repttte^- 
alivea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con^rat 
assembled.  The  petition  of  Anthony  Bouehtne,  ^ 
the  city  of  Philadelphia^  sugar  rejiner,  mori  n- 
tpeeifully  showeth! 

That  the  application' of  sciences  to  the  im- 
provement of  ine  useful  arts  is  one  of  the  best 
means  of  contributing  to  the  prosperity  of  socie- 
ty. In  that  aim  your  petitioner  for  a  series  of 
years,  directing  bis  knowledge  in  chemistry  to- 
ward the  benefit  of  one  of  the  most  useful  iiM 
rich  productions  of  nature,  has  succeeded  ia  aa 
important  discovery. 

The  art  of  extraetiog  the  sugar  from  the  ctoe 
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which  prodaces  it,  boown,  Id  some  measure,  for 
more  than  a  century  back,  had  remained  under 
the  ignorance  which  generally  prevailed  at  that 
early  ppriod  of  the  laws  of  physics.  The  juice 
of  the  cane,  it  was  said,  cannot  be  manufactured 
into  sugar  without  producing  a  residue  of  forty 
to  fifty  per  cent.,  which  residue  is  known  in  this 
country  under  the  name  of  molasses ;  this  is  en- 
tirely erroneous. 

Nature  produces  no  molasses;  it  is  by  a  wrong 
mode  of  manufacturing,  the  result  of  a  decompo- 
sition depending  more  or  less  on  sundry  occur* 
rences,  that  the  planter  is  not  acquainted  with, 
and  which  perplex  him  so  that  he  is  obliged  to 
confess  that  he  has  no  6xed  rules  to  guide  him 
in  his  process. 

A  sugar  refiner  by  trade,  and  fond  of  science, 
the  petitioner  could  not  content  himself  with  such 
oocertain  proceedings;  inquiries^  labors,  experi- 
ments, everything  that  could  elucidate  the  matter, 
he  has  tried }  in  these  pursuits  he  has  followed, 
even  sometimes  personally  promoted,  the  prog- 
ress of  chemistry,  and  seized  its  numerous  discov- 
eries for  the  benefit  of  an  art  which,  after  thirty 
years' perseverance,  he  dares  to  say  he  has  brought 
to  great  perfection. 

The  principles  on  which  he  proceeds  are  as 
simple  as  certain ;  by  them  the  sugar  planter  may 
depend  upon  the  wbolc  amount  of  bis  crops 
without  those  reductions  occasioned  by  the  vicious 
system  now  in  use.  Those  of  Louisiana  particu- 
ularly,  who  so  much  deserve  lo  be  encouraged, 
and  look  up  with  confidence  to  a  beneficent  Gov- 
ernment, will  once  more  congratulate  themselves 
for  not  having  yielded  tothedifficultiesthey  have 
partly  overcome ;  they  will  henceforth  be  enabled 
lo  supply  the  consumption  of  the  United  States, 
and  assist  Its  commerce  with  that  precious  pro- 
duction which,  in  time  of  peace,  they  cannot  ex- 
pect to  get  from  the  West  Indies. 

Excited  by  the  augmentation  of  produce,  by  the 
facility  of  baking  the  fugar,  and  the  superiority 
of  its  quality,  new  planters  will  abound  in  that 

Eart  of  the  Union,  and  increase  its  prosperity  far 
eyond  the  hopes  of  its  well-wishers. 
The  petitioner  has  not  limited  his  researches 
to  the  means  of  preventing  the  formation  of  mo- 
lasses in  the  sugar  manufactories ;  but,  to  the 
great  advantage  of  the  refiner,  he  equally  expels 
it  from  the  refineries;  moreover,  the  principles  of 
his  process  apply  to  the  fabrication  of  the  sugar 
drawn  from  the  sugar  maple,  and  will  also  be  ex- 
tremely beneficial  forthose  Western  States,  which, 
however  abundantly  endowed  with  that  precious 
tree,  are  far  from  gathering  all  the  profiut  which 
may  be  obtained  therefrom.  Then,  by  such  im- 
mense economies  of  raw  materials,  a  considerable 
diminution  will  generally  take  place  Id  the  price 
of  so  indispensable  an  article. 

Wheu  the  petitioner  brought  to  the  United 
States  this  valuable  discovery,  unknown  in  all 
the  sngar  islands,  he  was  far  from  supposing  that 
the  obtaining  of  a  patent  which  would  preserve 
to  him  the  temporary  proprietorship  thereof, 
could  he  suspended  until  afier  two  years'  resi- 
dence }  that  ioformatioo,  confirmed  to  him  by  the 


chief  of  the  patent  division,  has  prevented  his 
departure  for  Louisiana,  where  he  should  have 
been  at  this  time,  had  he  been  in  possession  of  the 
only  title  which  can  assure  him  some  iadem- 
nicies  for  his  expenses  and  some  reward  for  his 
long  labors.  But  inspired  by  the  wisdom  and 
liberality  of  the  American  Legislature,  he  besEs 
leave  respectfully  to  represent  to  your  tionorahle 
body,  that,  whetever  might  have  been  the  policy 
of  the  law  at  first,  motives  as  powerful  plead  for 
its  modification  in  the  individual  case  of  the  pe- 
titioner; the  importance  of  adiscovery,  the  influ- 
ence it  may  have  on  the  public  welfare,  the  pos- 
sibility of  its  being  irretrievably  lost,  are  of  them- 
selves such  as  may  deserve  the  attention  of  this 
Areopagus. 

May  the  petitioner,  with  great  deference,  inquire 
whether  a  stranger,  bringiog  with  him  the  means 
of  obtaining  out  of  the  same  stock  two  ears  of 
corn  instead  of  oae,  it  would  be  wise  to  deprive 
the  country  of  that  advantage,  because  the  man 
had  Qot  completed  two  years'  residence  on  ibis 
Continent?  It  is  these  two  ears  of  corn  instead 
of  oae  that  the  petitioner  ofiers,  to  those  who  cul- 
tivate the  sugar  cane  and  sugar  maple  in  several 
States  of  the  Union.  Must  the  enjoyment  of 
that  benefit  be  wiihholden  from  them  one  year 
longer,  because  the  improver  landed  on  the  Amer- 
ican shore  but  last  year? 

Besides,  the  petitioner,  who  is  the  only  possessor 
of  this  process,  is  sixty  years  of  age,  and  can 
scarcely,  therefore,  expect  to  retain  for  many  years 
a  sufficient  portion  of  activity  to  teach  a  number 
of  disciples  for  propagating  his  art;  perhaps,  in- 
deed, one  year  may  deprive  the  United  States  of 
one  of  the  must  useful  discoveries. 

If  any  one  entertains  any  doubts  on  the  adraa- 
lages  above  announced,  the  petitioner  humUy 
b^  you  to  consider,  on  the  one  side,  that  a  pat- 
ent would  be  useless  to  him  had  he  not,  both 
from  theory  and  practice,  the  certainty  of  its 
being  successful ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  that  in 
any  manner  the  Slate  cannot  be  exposed  by  the 
grant. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  humbly  prays,  that 
in  consideration  of  what  is  above  stated.  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  pass  an  act  extending  to  him 
the  benefits  of  the  law  passed  on  the  17th  ApriL 
1800,  entitled,  "An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of 
obtaining  patents  for  useful  discoveries  nod  inven- 
tions to  certain  persons  therein  mentioned,  and  to 
enlarge  and  define  the  penalties  for  violating  the 
rights  of  patents,"  notwithsiaadin{[  his  not  hav- 
ing previously  resided  two  years  within  the  Uai- 
ted  Stales. 

And  your  peliliooer  shall  ever  pray. 

A.  BOUCHERIE. 


GENERAL  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hoiue,  January  30,  1808.} 
To  the  HouM  of  R^retentativa  of  the  United  States  i 

Some  days  previous  to  your  resolutions  of  the 
13th  iostant,  a  court  of  inquiry  had  been  institUr 
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ted  at  the  request  of  General  Wilkinson,  charged 
to  make  the  inquiry  into  his  conduct  which  the 
first  resolution  de-sires,  and  had  commenced  their 
proceedings.  To  the  Judge  Advocate  of  that 
court  the  papers  aod  information  on  that  suhject, 
traosmitted  to  me  by  the  House  of  Uepreseuta- 
tWes,  have  been  delivered  to  be  used  according  to 
the  rules  and  powers  of  that  eoart. 

The  request  of  a  commnnication  of  any  infor- 
mation which  mar  have  bees  received  at  any 
time  since  the  establishment  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, touching  combinations  with  foreign 
agents  for  dismembering  the  Union,  or  the  cor- 
rapt  receipt  of  money  by  any  officer  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates  from  the  agents  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments, can  be  complied  with  but  in  a  partial 
degree. 

It  is  well  understood  that  in  the  iirst  or  second 
year  of  the  Presidency  of  General  WAaeiHGTON, 
information  was  siven  to  him  relating  to  certain 
combinations  with  the  agents  of  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernment for  the  dismemoermeDt  of  the  Union; 
which  combinations  had  taken  place  before  the 
establishment  of  the  present  Federal  Government. 
This  information,  however,  is  believed  never  to 
have  been  deposited  in  a«y  public  office,  or  left  in 
that  of  the  Presideni's  Secretary,  (these  having 
been  duly  ezamtnedj  but  to  have  been  consider- 
ed as  personally  confidential,  and  therefore  retain- 
ed among  his  private  papers.  A  communication 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  President  Wash- 
ington is  found  in  the  office  of  the  President's 
Secretary,  which,  although  not  strictly  within  the 
terms  of  the  request  of  the  House  of  Reptesenla- 
tives,  is  communicated,  inasmuch  as  it  may  throw 
some  light  on  the  subjects  of  the  correspondence 
of  that  time  between  certain  foreign  agents  and 
citizens  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  first  or  second  year  of  the  Administration 
of  President  Adams,  Andrew  Ellicoit,  then  em- 
ployed in  designating,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Spanish  authorities,  the  boundaries  between  the 
territories  of  the  United  Statesand  of  Spain,  under 
the  treaty  with  that  nation,  communicated  to  the 
Executive  of  (he  United  States  papers  and  infor- 
mation respecting  the  subjects  of  the  present  in- 
quiry, which  were  deposited  in  the  office  of  State. 
Copies  of  these  are  now  transmitted  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  except  of  a  single  letter  and 
a  rererence  from  the  said  Ellicott,  which,  being 
expressly  desired  to  be  kept  secret,  is  therefore 
not  communicated,  but  its  contents  can  be  obtain- 
ed from  himself  in  a  more  legal  form  ;  and  direc- 
tions have  been  given  to  summon  him  to  appear 
as  a  witness  before  the  court  of  inquiry. 

A  paper  on  the  commerce  of  Louisiana," 
bearing  date  the  18(h  of  April,  1798,  is  found  in 
the  office  of  State,  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
municated by  Mr.  Daniel  Clark,  of  New  Orleans, 
then  a  subject  of  Spain,  and  now  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  stating  cer- 
tain commercial  transaetioDs  of  General  Wilktn- 
«on  is  New  Orleans;  an  extract  from  this  is  now 
communicated,  because  it  contains  facts  which 
mair  have  some  bearing  on  the  questions  relating 
to  htm. 


The  destruction  of  the  War  Office  by  fire  in 
the  close  of  1800  involved  all  information  it  con- 
tained at  that  date. 

The  papers  already  described,  therefore,  consti- 
tute the  whole  of  the  information  on  these  sub- 
jects deposited  in  the  public  offices  during  the 
preceding  Administralion&Bs  far  as  haayeibeen 
found,  btit  it  cannot  be  affirmed  that  there  may 
be  no  other,  because  the  papers  of  the  offices  being 
filed  for  the  most  part  Alphabetically,  unless  aidM 
by  the  suggestion  of  any  particular  name  which 
may  have  given  such  information,  nothing  short 
of  a  careful  examination  of  the  papers  in  the  offices 
generally  could  authorize  such  an  affirmation. 

About  a  twelvemonth  after  I  came  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government,  Mr.  Clark  gave 
some  verbal  information  to  myself  as  well  aa  lo 
the  Secretary  of  State,  relating  to  the  letter  of 
Governor  Gayoso  addressed  to  himself,  of  which 
a  copy  is  now  communicated.  After  his  return 
to  New  Orleans  he  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  other  papers,  with  a  request  (hat,  after  pe- 
rusal, they  should  be  burned.  This,  however,  was 
not  done:  and  he  was  so  informed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  that  they  would  be  held  sub- 
ject to  his  orders.  These  papers  have  not  yet 
been  found  in  the  office.  A  letter,  therefore,  has 
been  addressed  to  the  former  chief  clerk,  who  may 

fterhaps  give  information  respecting  them.  As 
ar  as  our  memories  enable  us  to  say.  they  related 
only  to  the  combinations  before  spoken  of.  and  not 
at  all  to  the  corrupt  receipt  of  money  by  any  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States:  consequently,  they  re- 
spected what  was  considered  as  a  dead  matter, 
known  to  the  preceding  Admioisirations,  and  of- 
fering nothing  new  to  call  for  the  investigations 
which  those  nearest  the  dates  of  the  traasactiost 
had  not  thought  proper  to  institute. 

In  the  course  of  the  communications  made  to 
me  on  the  subject  of  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron 
Burr,  I  sometimes  received  letters,  some  of  them 
anonymous,  bome  under  names,  true  or  false,  ex- 
pressing sijspicions  and  insinuations  against  Gen- 
eral Wilkmson.  But  only  one  of  tbem,  and  that 
anonymous,  specified  asy  particular  fact,  and  that 
fact  was  one  of  those  which  had  been  already 
communicated  to  a  former  Administration. 

No  other  information  within  the  purview  of  the 
request  of  the  House  is  known  to  have  been  re- 
ceived by  any  department  of  the  Governmeoc 
from  the  establishment  of  the  present  Federal 
Government.  That  which  has  been  recently 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Represeotatires, 
and  by  them  to'  me,  is  the  first  direct  testimony, 
ever  made  known  to  me,  charging  Geaerat  WiH 
kinson  with  a  corrupt  receipt  of  money  :  aod  ihel 
House  of  Representatives  may  be  assured  tbu 
the  duties  which  this  information  devolves  on  me\ 
shall  be  exercised  with  rigorous  impartiality. 
Should  any  want  of  power  in  the  court  to  com- 
pel the  rendering  of  testimony  obstruct  that  full 
aod  impartial  inquiry  which  alone  can  establish 
guilt  or  innocence  and  satisfy  justice,  the  legisla- 
tive authority  only  will  be  competent  to  the 
remedy.  TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Janc&rt  20, 1808. 
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War  Department,  Jan.  2, 1S08. 

lo  compliaDce  with  a  request  from  Brigadier 
General  James  Wilkmsoo,  the  Presideot  of  the 
Uoited  Slates  has  directed  a  coorl  of  ioquiry  to 
be  instituted,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  such  tes- 
timooy  as  may  be  produced  in  relatioo  to  the  said 
General  James  Wilkinson's  faaring  been,  or  now 
being,  a  pensioQer  to  the  Spanish  Gorernment, 
>rhile  holding  a  commission  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  Slates. 

Colonel  Heory  Burbeck,as  President,  Colonel 
Thomas  H.  Cusbing  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Jonathan  Williams,  as  members,  are  hereby  di- 
rected  to  meet  at  the  City  of  Washington,  on 
Monday  the  11th  day  of  the  present  month  of 
January,  as  a  court  of  inquiry  for  the  purpose 
above  stated ;  and,  after  a  full  inresligation  of 
such  evidence  and  circumstances  as  may  come  to 
their  knowledge,  the  court  will  report  to  this  De- 
partment a  correct  statement  of  its  proceedings, 
together  with  its  opinion  on  the  amount  of  tesii* 
mony  exhibited. 

Walter  Jones,  Esquire,  District  Attorney  for 
the  District  of  Columbia,  will  be  requested  to  act 
as  Judge  Adroeate  or  Recorder  to  the  court. 

H.  DEARBORN,  Secretary  of  War. 

OtA.  Hehrt  Burbbgi:, 

Pretidmi  Cmai  cf  inquiry. 

Richmond,  May  31,  1790. 
Sta :    The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Spanish  Gotrenior  of  New  Orleans  to  a  respecta- 
ble genileman  in  Kentucky,  was  handed  to  me 
by  Mr.  Banks  of  this  city.   As  the  subject  of  ibis 

Eaper  appears  interesting  to  the  United  Stales,  I 
are  taken  the  liberty  to  forward  it  to  you. 
I  tktUf  with  the  hignest  respefit,  your  most  obe- 
dient  servant, 

BEVERLY  RANDOLPH. 

New  Orleans,  Sept.  16, 1789. 
Sir  :  General  Wilkinson  having  represented  lo 
me.  that  you  had  it  in  contemplation  lo  settle  in 
this  province,  and  that  your  example  would  have 
considerable  Influence  on  many  good  families  of 
your  country,  I  think  it  my  duty,  in  order  to  for- 
ward the  intentions  of  my  royal  master,  to  inform 
you  that  I  shall  receive  you  and  your  followers 
with  great  pleasure,  and  that  you  have  liberty  to 
settle  in  any  part  of  Louisiana,  or  anywhere  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  below  the  Yazoo 
river.  In  order  to  populate  the  province,  His 
Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  authorize 
me  to  grant  to  the  emigrants,  free  of  all  expense, 
tracts  of  from  two  hundred  and  forty  to  eight 
hundred  acres,  in  proportion  to  their  propercy, 
and  in  particular  cases  of  men  of  influence,  who 
may  aid  these  views,  I  shall  extend  the  grant  as 
far  as  three  thousand  acres.  To  all  persons  who 
actually  become  settlers,  liberty  is  granted  to 
bring  down  their  property  ia  the  produce  of  your 
country,  duty  free ;  but  the  King  does  not  agree 
to  take'  your  tobacco,  and,  of  consequence,  you 
must  depend  upon  the  common  market  of  this 


city,  as  the  province  makes  more  than  the  qun- 
tity  which  the  King  allows  me  to  take.  I  men- 
tion this  particular  to  prevent  disappointment. 
You  will  be  exempt  from  taxation,  and  will  be 
allowed  the  privateexercise  of  your  religion  with- 
out molestation  from  any  person  whatever,  and 
will  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immuni- 
ties of  His  Majesty's  other  subjects. 

In  order  to  cultivate  an  amicable  connexion 
with  the  settlers  of  the  Ohio,  His  Majesty  hai 
been  graciously  pleased,  at  the  same  time,  lo  give 
liberty  to  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  to  bring 
down  their  produce  to  this  city  fur  sale,  subject 
to  a  duty  of  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  value  here ;  bat 
to  prevent  imposition,  and  to  distinguish  hetweeii 
the  real  settler  and  the  trader,  the  former,  on  en- 
tering their  produce  at  the  custom-house,  will  be 
obliged  to  subscribe  to  the  conditions  mentioned 
in  the  proclamation,  of  which  General  Wilkinson 
carries  a  copy  for  your  informaiioD. 

Though  QokDOwn  to  you.  General  WUkinsim 
has  taught  me  to  respect  your  character. 

It  is,  therefore,  I  subscribe  myself,  with  great 
esteem  your  most  obedient  and  humble  serrant, 
ESTEVAN  MIRO. 

Benjamin  Sebastian,  Esq.  KeiUueky. 

Attest:  S.  COLEMAN, 4.  C.  C. 


Natchez,  Jime  17, 1796. 

Mt  Dear  FsiEHn:  I  received  your  favor  of 
the  i2th  instant,  in  which  you  give  me  a  proof 
of  your  sincere  friendship  by  opening  your  beartp 
without  reserve,  on  the  interesting  subject  of  the 
trealY.  Followingthesamesentimentsthat  hare 
dictated  10  you  the  confidence  that  you  have  in  me, 
I  shall,  unreservedly,  and  in  the  most  confidential 
manner,  give  you  my  opinion  on  the  same  subject. 

I  have  powerful  reasons  to  believe  that  the  part 
of  the  treaty  concerning  limits  will  never  be  ac- 
complished ;  and  for  that  reason  so  little  has  been 
said  on  what  otherwise  should  be  detailed  con- 
cerning the  subjects  and  citizens  ofboth  countries. 
The  State  of  Georgia  is  as  much  displeased  as 
you  express  yourself,  and  several  petitions  have 
already  been  presented  to  Congress  against  the 
treaty.  . 

In  the  lime  that  the  treaty  was  signed,  the  po- 
litical affairs  of  Europe  determined  our  Court  to 
do  anything  to  keep  the  United  Stales  in  a  per- 
fect neutrality,  and  thereby  destroy  a  new  plaa 
that  was  forming  to  renew  and  continue  a  de- 
structive war.  The  treaty  with  England  had  a 
diflerent  object.  It  was  to  attract  the  Americans 
to  their  interest  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have  still 
in  her  power  to  keep  them  dependent;  the  plaa 
has  fallen  through,  and  the  British  will  no  ionger 
deliver  the  posts.  Our  treaty  that  was  made  to 
counterbalance  that,  wilt  suSer  equal  difficulties; 
for  the  circumstances  being  altered,  so  will  be  the 
conditions  on  every  side.  Spain  made  a  treaty 
with  the  Union;  but  if  this  Union  is  dissolved, 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  exists  no  longer, 
and  the  other  is  absolved  from  her  engagements. 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  a  separation  of  sev- 
eral States  will  take  place,  which  will  alter  the 
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political  existence  of  a  Power  that  could  ioBueoce 
on  the  balance  of  that  of  others ;  therefore  Spain, 
being  deprived  of  that  assistance,  which  could 
arise  from  her  connexion  with  the  Union,  will 
alter  her  views.  This  is  the  political  iiitualioD 
of  things  with  regard  to  the  treaty  ;  besides  that, 
there  are  other  insurmountable  difficulties  with 
respect  to  the  Indians,  which  render  impractica- 
ble the  execution  of  the  part  coocerning  limits; 
therefore,  even  when  no  change  should  happen  in 
the  United  Slates,  the  treaty  will  be  reduced  to 
the  navigation  of  this  river. 

Laying  aside  every  obstacle,  and  only  guided 
bjr  the  same  principles  that  have  aHected  you,  I 
bare  already  represented  in  the  strongest  and 
most  energetic  manner  on  the  subject  of  real 

Property;  without  a  solution  from  Court,  it  will 
e  out  of  our  power  to  fulfil  the  contents  of  the 
treaty.  When  I  told  you  that  your  property 
should  not  suffer  in  this  Governmert,  was  found- 
ed uD  all  these  principles,  and  several  others  that 
are  not  vanished.  I  have  constentiy  been  a  friend 
to  the  country,  and  in  this  critical'  moment  will 
not  neglect  its  interest.  Be  sure,  and  assure  all 
your  neighbors,  that  I  will  do  the  needful,  and 
that  my  exertions  at  all  times  shall  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  exigency. 

With  regard  to  the  debts  of  this  GoTernment, 
the^  will  continue  to  be  paid  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed ;  however,  I  shall  act  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  have  them  cleared  much  sooner  than  what 
is  expected.  Every  individual  of  this  Govern- 
ment is  just  now  attending  their  crops  of  cotton, 
that  promise  very  advantageoasly ;  therefore  in 
this  critical  moment  they  must  not  be  disturbed, 
or  they  will  suffer  essentially.  I  am  waiting  anx- 
iously for  Mr.  Dunbar  tQ  regulate  several  things 
in  which  he  has  bad,  and  is  to  have  an  inter^- 
rence.  I  really  believe  that  the  Baron  has  him 
employed.  I  do  not  know  for  certain  when  the 
Baron  is  to  go  to  the  Havana,  nor  do  I  believe  that 
he  knows  it.  The  first  packet  may  perhaps  throw 
some  light  on  the  subject.  The  return  of  our 
Court  to  Madrid  will  be  productive  of  some  very 
great  change  in  theadministration  of  our  affairs ; 
therefore  I  wait  that  moment  with  impatience. 

Nothing  can  afiect  the  mortgage  you  have  on 
Fuly's  property;  he  has  not  yet  appeared,  but 
Mr.  Ree  acts  for  him. 

I  remain,  with  the  most  sincere  friendship,  my 
dear  friend,  your  most  obedient, 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
Reserve  this  letter. 

P.  S. — In  the  other  letter  I  express  the  reason 
of  my  new  regulation,  &e. 
Daniel  Clark,  Esq. 


Extract  from  a  paper  on  the  eommeree  of  Louitiana, 
auppoaed  to  be  referred  to  in  a  letter  Jrom  Mr,  Dan- 
iel Clark  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  \m  April, 
1798,  and  written  by  htm. 
About  the  period  of  which  we  are  now  speak- 
ing, in  the  middle  oi  the  year  1787,  the  founda- 
Uon  of  an  intercourse  with  KeDtacky  and  the 
settlements  on  the  Ohio  was  laid,  which  daily 


increase!.  Previous  to  that  time,  all  those  who 
ventured  on  the  Mississippi  had  their  property 
seized  by  the  first  commandingofficerwbom  they 
met,  and  little  or  no  communication  was  kept  up 
between  the  countries.  Now  and  then,  an  emi- 
grant who  wished  to  settle  in  Natchez,  by  dint  of 
entreaty,  and  solicitation  of  friends  who  had  in- 
terest in  New  Orleans,  procured  permission  to  re- 
move there  with  his  family,  slaves,  cattle,  furni- 
ture, and  farming  utensils;  but  was  allowed  to 
bring  no  other  property,  except  cash.  An  aaex- 
pected  incident,  however,  changed  the  face  <»f 
things,  and  was  productive  of  a  new  line  of  con- 
duct. The  arrival  of  a  boat,  belonging  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson,  loaded  with  tobacco  and  other 
productions  of  Kentucky,  is  announced  in  town, 
and  a  guard  was  immediately  sent  on  board  of  it. 
The  General's  name  had  hindered  this  being  done 
at  Natchez,  as  the  commandant  was  fearful  that 
such  a  step  might  be  displeasing  to  his  superiors, 
who  might  wish  to  show  some  respect  to  the 
property  of  a  general  officer ;  at  any  rate,  the 
Doat  was  proceeding  to  Orleans,  and  they  would 
then  resolve  on  what  measures  they  ought  to  pur- 
sue, and  put  in  execution.  The  Government,  not 
much  disposed  to  show  any  mark  of  respect  or  for- 
bearance towards  the  QeneraPs  property,  he  not 
having  at  that  time  arrived,  was  about  proceeding 
in  the  usual  way  of  confiscation,  when  a  merchant 
in  Orleans,  who  had  considerable  infiuenee  ther^ 
and  who  wasformerly  acquainted  with  the  Gene- 
ral, represented  to  the  Governor  that  the  mens- 
ures  taken  by  the  lotendant  would  very  probably 
give  rise  to  disagreeable  events;  that  the  people 
of  Kentucky  were  already  exasperated  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  Spaniards  in  seizing  on  the  property 
of  all  those  who  navigated  the  Mississippi;  and, 
if  this  system  was  pursued,  they  would  very  prob- 
ably, in  spite  of  Congress  and  the  Executive  of 
the  United  Stales,  take  upon  themselves  to  obtain 
the  navigation  of  the  river  by  force,  which  they 
were  well  able  to  do;  a  measure  for  some  time 
before  much  dreaded  by  this  Government,  which 
had  no  force  to  resist  them,  if  such  a  plan  was 
put  in  execution.  Hints  were  likewise  given  that 
Wilkinson  was  a  very  popular  man,  who  conld 
iniBuence  the  whole  of  that  country;  and  prob- 
ably that  his  sending  a  boat  before  him,  with  n 
wish  that  she  might  ne  seized,  was  but  a  snare  at 
his  return  to  influence  the  minds  of  the  peof^e, 
and,  having  brought  them  to  the  point  be  wished^ 
induce  them  to  appoint  him  their  leader,  and  then, 
like  a  torrent,  spread  over  the  country,  and  carry 
fire  and  det>olation  from  one  end  of  tne  province 
to  the  other. 

Governor  Miro,  a  weak  man,  unacquainted 
with  the  American  Government,  ignorant  even 
of  the  position  of  Kentucky  with  respect  to  his 
own  province,  but  alarmed  at  the  very  idea  of  an 
irruption  of  Kentucky  men,  whom  he  feared  with- 
out knowing  their  strength,  communicated  his 
wii<hes  to  the  Intendant  that  the  guard  might  be 
removed  from  the  boat,  which  was  accordingly 
done ;  and  a  Mr.  Patterson,  who  was  the  agent 
of  the  Genera],  was  permitted  to  take  cbarae  of 
the  property  on  board,  and  to  sell  it  free  of  doty. 
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The  General,  OD  his  arriTal  in  Orleans  some  time 
after,  was  iorormedof  theobligaiioa  be  lay  under 
to  the  merchant  who  had  impressed  the  Gorern- 
roeot  with  such  an  idea  of  his  importance  and  in- 
fluence at  home,  wailed  oq  him,  and,  in  concert 
with  him,  formed  a  plan  for  their  future  opera- 
tions.  In  his  interview  with  the  Governor,  that 
he  might  not  seem  to  derogate  from  the  character 
given  of  him  hy  appearing  concerned  in  so  trifling 
a  business  as  a  boat-load  of  tobacco,  hams,  and 
batter,  he  gave  him  to  understand  that  the  pro- 
perty belonged  to  maoy  citizens  of  Eentgcky, 
who,  availing  themselves  of  his  return  to  (he  At- 
lantic Slates  by  way  of  Orleans,  wished  to  make 
a  trial  of  the  temper  of  this  Government,  as  he. 
on  his  arrival,  might  inform  his  own  what  steps 
had  been  pursued  under  hi9  eye,  that  adequate 
measures  might  be  afterwards  taken  to  procure 
satisfaction.   He  acknowledged  with  gratitude 
the  attention  and  respect  manifested  by  the  Gov- 
ernor towards  himself  in  the  favor  shown  to  his 
agent;  but  at  the  same  time  mentioned  that  he 
would  not  wish  the  Governor  to  expose  himself 
to  the  anger  of  his  Court  by  refraining  from  seiz- 
ing on  the  boat  and  cargo,  as  it  was  but  a  trifle, 
if  such  were  the  positive  orders  from  Court,  and 
that  he  bad  not  a  power  to  relax  them  according 
to  eirenmstanees.   Convinced  by  this  discourse 
that  the  General  rather  wished  for  an  opportunity 
of  embroiling  affairs  than  sought  to  avoid  it,  the 
Governor  became  ipore  alarmed.   For  two  or 
three  years  before,  particularly  since  the  arrival 
of  the  Commissioners  from  Georgia,  who  had 
come  to  Natchez  to  claim  that  country,  be  bad 
been  fearful  of  an  invasion  at  every  annual  rise 
of  the  waters,  and  the  news  of  a  few  boats  being 
seen  was  enough  to  alarm  the  whole  province. 
He  revolved  in  his  mind  what  measures  he  ought 
to  pursue  (consistent  with  the  orders  he  had  from 
home  to  permit  the  free  navigation  of  the  river) 
in  order  to  keep  the  Kentucky  people  quiet ;  and, 
in  his  succeeding  interviews  with  Wilkinson, 
having  procured  more  knowledge  than  he  had 
hitherto  acquired  of  their  character,  population, 
sueogth,  and  dispositions,  he  thought  he  could  do 
nothing  better  than  hold  oat  a  bait  to  Wilkinson 
to  tue  his  iofluenee  in  restraining  the  people 
from  an  invasion  of  thbi  province  till  he  coul«* 
give  advice  to  this  Court,  and  require  further  in- 
strnctions.   This  was  the  point  to  which  the  par- 
ties wished  to  bring  him,  and,  being  informed 
that  in  Kentuckjr  two  or  three  crops  were  on 
hand,  for  which,  if  an  immediate  vent  was  not 
found,  the  people  could  not  be  kept  within  bounds, 
he  made  Wilkinson  the  ofler  of  a  permission  to 
import,  on  his  own  account,  to  New  Orleans,  free 
of  duty,  all  the  productions  of  Kentucky,  think- 
ing by  this  means  to  coociliate  the  gooa  will  of 
the  people,  without  yielding  the  point  of  naviga- 
tion, as  the  commerce  carried  on  would  appear 
the  effect  of  an  indulgence  to  an  individual, 
which  could  be  withdrawn  at  pleasure.   On  con- 
aoltation  with  his  friends,  who  well  knew  what 
farther  concessions  Wilkinson  could  extort  from 
the  feart  of  the  Spaniards,  by  the  promises  of  his 
good  offices  in  preaching  peace,  harmony,  and 


good  understanding  with  this  Government,  until 
arrangements  were  made  between  Spain  and 
America,  he  wan  advised  to  insist  that  the  Gk)v- 
ernor  should  insure  him  a  market  for  all  the  flour 
and  tobacco  he  might  send,  as  in  the  event  of  an 
unfortunate  shipment,  he  would  be  ruined  whilst 
endeavoring  to  do  a  service  to  Louisiana.  This 
was  accepted.  Flour  was  always  wanted  in  New 
Orleans,  and  the  King  of  Spain  had  given  order» 
to  purchase  more  tobacco  for  the  supply  of  his 
manufactories  at  home  than  Louisiana  at  that 
time  produced,  and  which  was  paid  for  at  about 
$9  50  per  cwt.  In  Kentucky  it  cost  but  ^2,  and 
the  profit  was  immense.  In  consequence,  the 
General  appointed  his  friend  Daniel  Clark  bis 
agent  here,  returned  by  way  of  Charleston  in  a 
vessel,  with  a  particular  permission  to  go  to  the 
United  States,  even  at  the  very  moment  of  Gar- 
doqui's  information  ;  and,  on  his  arrival  in  Ken- 
tucky, bought  up  all  the  produce  he  could  collect, 
which  he  sitipped  and  disposed  of  as  before  men- 
tioned ;  and  for  sometime  all  the  tmde  for  the 
Ohio  was  carried  on  in  his  name,  a  line  from  him 
sufficing  to  insure  to  the  owner  of  the  boat  every 
privilege  and  protection  he  could  desire. 

On  granting  this  privilege  to  Wilkinson,  the 
Government  came  to  a  resolution  of  encouraging 
emigration  from  the  Western  country,  and  ofiered 
passports  to  all  settlers,  with  an  exemption  of  duty 
on  all  the  property  they  might  bring  with  them 
invested  in  the  produce  of  the  country  they  came 
from,  under  the  denomination  of  settlers.  All 
those  who  had  acquaintances  with  a  few  persona 
of  influence  in  Orleans  obtained  passports,  made 
shipments  to  their  address,  which  were  admitted 
free  of  duty,  and,  under  pretence  of  following 
shortly  after  with  their  families,  continued  their 
speculations.  Others  caine  with  their  property, 
had  lands  granted  them,  which,  after  locating, 
they  disposed  of,  and,  having  finished  their  busH 
aess.  reiurned  to  the  United  States,  A  few  only 
remained  in  the  province,  and  they  were  the 
people  who,  in  general,  availed  themselves  least 
of  the  immunities  granted  by  the  Government. 
They  possessed  a  few  slaves  and  cattle,  but  had 
little  other  property,  and  they  generally  settled 
among  their  countrymen  in  the  Natchez,  and  in- 
creased the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  at  that  time 
the  principal  article  raised  for  export  in  the  dis- 
trict. This  encouragement  given  to  emigrants 
and  speculators  opened  a  market  for  the  produce 
of  the  Ohio.  Flour  was  imported  from  Pittsburg; 
and  the  farmers  finding  a  vent  for  all  they  could 
raise,  their  lands  augmented  in  value,  their  in'dus- 
try  increased,  and  they  exported  annually  to  Lou- 
isiana, for  some  time  past,  from  ten  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand barrels  of  flour,  for  which  they  generally  And 
a  ready  market.  When  the  first  adventurers  be- 
gan to  purchase,  flour  was  to  be  had  for  from 
eighteen  to  twenty  shillings,  Pennsylvania  cur- 
rency, per  barrel,  on  the  Monongahela,  but  was 
of  a  very  bad  quality,  and  was  only  made  use  of 
for  biscuit,  or  in  limes  of  scarcity.  It  gradually 
improved,  and  in  1792  the  best  kind  was  supposed 
equal  to  that  manufactured  in  Philadelphia;  hut, 
being  pat  ap  Diligently,  does  not  keep  so  long. 


Digilized  Dy 


2735 


APPENDIX. 


2736 


General  Jamee  WUkiruon. 


and  for  that  reason  alone  is  not  so  mach  esteemed 
as  Philadelphia  flour. 

The  Court  of  Spain.  iDformed  by  its  officers 
here  of  the  steps  they  had  taken,  and  the  motives 
which  had  induced  (hem,  otherwise  ienoraot  of 
the  situation  of  affairs  with  respect  to  Keatucky, 
and  consequently  easily  impressed  with  the  ideas 
they  wished  to  inculcate,  not  only  approved  of 
wbat  they  had  done,  but  granted  a  further  permis- 
sion to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  country 
to  export  their  produce  to  Orleans,  where  it  was 
admitted  on  paying  fifteen  per  cent.  duty.  This 
inereased  the  intercourse,  as  many  who  would 
not  before  adrentnre,  while  it  was  a  matter  of 
fkfot  granted  by  the  GorerDor,  now  entered  into 
comraercial  specuhtioDs ;  and,  from  the  Ohio,  the 
province  of  Louisiana  was  not  only  supplied  with 
a  snfficieot  stock  of  flour,  whiskey,  and  salted  pro- 
Tisions,  hemp,  and,  latterly,  cordage,  but  a  con- 
siderabte  quantity  of  some  of  theni  often  was 
shipped  from  hence,  as  the  produce  of  this  prov- 
ince, to  Havana  and  other  Spanish  ports;  besides 
these  articles,  the  produce  of  their  lands,  dry 
goods  were  secretly  imported,  and  sold  in  the  dif- 
ferent ports  along  the  river;  and,  although  orders 
were  given  to  the  commandant  of  New  Madrid, 
the  first  Spanish  port  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  to  prevent  such  importations,  and  seize  on 
all-  who  transgressed  these  orders,  it  was  easily 
avoided.   Here  the  boats  gave  a  manifest  of  their  ' 
cargo,  under  which  a  passport  was  given;  this 
was  endorsed  by  the  different  commaodants  on 
the  river  as  the  boats  passed;  the  owners  might 
sell  their  cargoes  where  they  pleased,  and  by  the 
manifest  wbieb  tbey  were  bound  to  deliver  to  the 
(Government  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  New 
Orleans,  their  duties  were  calculated.    These  du- 
ties continued  to  be  exacted  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  until  after  the  arrival  of  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  when,  under  the  idea  of  facilitating 
certain  political  ideas  of  his  owd,  he  reduced 
them,  on  his  own  authority,  to  six  per  cent.  This 
measure  was  highly  disapproved  of  by  Gardoqui, 
the  Minister  of  Finance,  who  threatened  (o  make 
him  personally  responsible  for  the  difference,  and 
ordered  the  duties  to  be  placed  on  the  former  foot- 
ing.  The  Baron,  who  was  not  easily  diverted 
from  a  favorite  measure,  paid  no  attention  to  the 
Minister's  first  orders;  he  represented  a  second 
time,  and  again  received  a  more  positive  order 
than  the  first.   Despairing  of  being  able  to  gain 
his  ^int  with  him,  and  determined  not  to  aban- 
don it,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  King,  through 
the  Minister  of  Slate.   His  plans  were  approved 
of,  and  the  duty  fixed  at  six  per  cent.,  at  which 
rate  it  still  subsists:  and  this  is  the  duty  exacted 
on  everything  imported  from  any  of  the  Ameri- 
can settlements  on  the  Ohio  or  Mississippi  for  sale 
in  New  Orleans.    This  duly  is  far  from  being 
burdensome  lo  the  importer,  on  account  of  the 
low  rate  of  estimation,  and  the  facility  with 
which,  by  various  means,  a  considerable  part  of 
it  is  always  avoided.   Flour  is  valued  but  at  four 
dollars  a  barrel;  first  quality  tobacco,  three  dol- 
lars per  hundred  weight;  other  quality,  two  dol- 
lars;  whiskey,  thirty-seven  and  a  bait  cents  per 


gallon ;  and  salt  provisions  and  all  other  articla 
at  a  reasonable  rale,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  tariff 
which  accompanies  this,  according  to  which  tlic 
duties  are  calculated,  and  which  naturally  fall  on 
the  consumer.  By  degrees  the  importation  of 
flour  from  the  Ohio  has  almost  put  a  final  atop  to 
any  from  the  Atlantic  States,  and  we  shortly  ex- 
pect ihat  such  quantities  will  be  manufactund  in 
the  Western  country,  as  to  permit  the  merchant 
of  Orleans  to  enter  into  competition  with  those  of 
the  Middle  States  at  foreign  markets.  The  quan- 
tity of  different  productions  imported  from  the 
Ohio  since  the  opening  of  that  trade  has  varied 
considerably  from  year  to  year.  In  the  be^oDsn^ 
tobacco  was  the  principal  export  from  Keotneky, 
and,  at  one  period,  from  one  thousand  fire  bun> 
dred  to  two  thousiod  hmheads  came  down  the 
Mississippi  annuallf  for  three  or  four  years ;  tbey, 
at  the  same  time,  exported  a  great  qaantiir  oi 
butter,  lard,  and  salt  provisions.  Within  the  last 
three  years,  the  exportation  of  tobacco  has  con- 
siderably diminished,  and  flour  seems  to  take  its 
place.  Hemp  has  likewise  been  imported  from 
thence  in  considerable  quantities;  was  formeriy 
reshipped  from  hence  to  the  Atlantic  States,  bat 
what  now  comes  is  manufactured  here.  Cordage 
is  likewise  imported  from  Kentucky,  where  some 
rupe-walks  are  set  up;  and,  in  future,  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  little  or  no  hemp  will  be  exported 
from  New  Orleans:  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  manufactory  here,  that  article  is  exempt  from 
duty  on  importation.  In  th^  year  179!^  the  King 
ceased  purchasing  the  usual  quantities  of  tobaeeo 
in  Louisiana,  which  was  formerly  two  millions  of 
pounds,  on  account  of  some  frauds  in  packing, 
and  the  general  bad  qualiiy  of  the  tobacco,  as 
the  planters,  sure  of  having  theirs  received  by  the 
inspectors,  on  giving  a  small  gratuity,  made  g»- 
erally  three  cuttings,  and  pot  up  everything  that 
ever  looked  like  tobacco.  This  punishment  was 
sensibly  felt,  as  a  great  price  was  given  for  it,  say 
nine  dollars  and  a  balf  per  hundred  weight.  This 
culture  ceased  immediately  on  the  easiera  side  of 
the  Mississippi  on  this  event  taking  place.  The 
people  of  Natchez  turned  their  alleafion  to  iadi- 
go,  which  they  rfiised  with  success;  but  changed 
this  branch  for  that  of  cotton,  which  now  forms 
the  staple  article  of  their  growth,  and  bids  fair  to 
be  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance ;  the  crop 
of  last  year  from  that  district  is  suoposed  to  ex- 
ceed three  thousand  bales,  of  two  liandred  and 
fifty  pounds  each,  and  the  average  price  has  been 
twenty  cents  per  pound. 


Natchez,  Jutu  4,  1797. 
Sir:  As  it  is  probable  that  this  will  reach  yoa 
before  my  despatches  of  the  27th  of  last  montb, 
by  way  of  New  Orleans,  1  have  enclosed  dupli- 
cates. 

About  seven  days  ago,  twenty-five  Spanish  sol- 
!  diers  arrived  at  this  place,  where  they  continued 
one  night,  and  then  proceeded  up  to  the  Walnat 
Hills.  On  the  28th  of  May,  I  received  a  letter 
from  Governor  Crayoso,  No.  1,  to  which  I  reified 
on  the  Slst,  No.  3.  From  Oovernor  Gayost^s  Jet- 
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ter,  it  appears  that  the  Baron  de  Carond^let  is  not 
well  satisfied  with  his  conduct ;  ihe^  are  at  this 
time  not  on  good  terms,  and  (he  breach  ha?  been 
widened  by  the  artful  management  of  a  certain 
Mr.  Power,  now  at  this  place,  who  was  last  sea- 
son intriguing  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  for  the 
Spanish  GoTcrnmeni;  he  is  particularly  patron- 
ised by  the  Baron.  The  transactions  which  the 
BaroQ  alludes  to,  I  suspect,  are  the  arrangements 
I  made  with  Governor  Gayoso,  by  which  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  were  brought  into  this 
diMrict  with  his  consent  and  apparent  approba- 
tion. The  difficulty  of  getting  them  away  is  now 
obTioQs  both  to  himieiraDd  tlie  Baron,  and  as  it 
WIS  done  without  consDliing  the  latter,  he  feels 
aa  inclination  to  coodemn  the  conduct  of  the 
former. 

It  is  now  reported  by  the  Spaniards  that  a  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  has  been  sent  by  the  Court 
of  Madrid  to  the  United  States  to  iofonn  our 
Executive  that  the  country  and  posts  now  held 
by  His  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  above  the  thirty-first  degree  of  North 
latitude,  are  not  to  be  given  up  until  a  general 
peace  takes  place  in  Europe,  and  that,  from  the 
uniform  pacific  disposition  of  the  United  States, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  df  his  Buceesa.  This  report 
is  credited  but  by  few. 

The  citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  who  are 
tndiog  on  the  Mississippi,  are  frequently  treated 
with  great  insolence  at  the  Spanish  posts,  and 
their  property  taken  for  the  use  of  His  Catnolic 
Majesty,  when  wanted,  and  always  at  a  reduced 
price.  About  three  weeks  ago,  a  cargo  of  floor, 
consisting  of  between  three  and  four  hundred 
barrels,  was  taken  at  the  Walnut  Hills  from  a 
Mr.McCluny,  of  Washington  county,  in  the  State 
of  PennsylTania,  againit  his  will,  to  be  paid  for 
in  New  Orleans  at  such  price  as  the  officers  of 
Government  see  proper  to  give,  which  is  gener- 
ally three  dollars  per  barrel  leas  than  the  current 
price  in  market.  A  few  days  afro  Mr.  Francis 
Baily,  a  citizen  of  the  United  Slatesi,  who  had 
lately  come  on  here  with  some  goods,  had  a  ten- 
der of  a  commiBsarv's  certificate  payable  at  the 
treasnry  in  New  Orleans,  which  species  of  paper 
was  passing  at  a  discount  of  twelve  per  cent.} 
Mr.  Baity  declined  taking  the  certificate  as  pay- 
ment for  the  debt,  and  appealed  lo  Governor  Ga- 
yoso for  redres^  who  immediately  decreed  that 
the  tender  was  le^al.  These  cases  are  not  singu- 
lar; they  are  particularized  because  both  the  gen- 
tlemen mentioned  will  be  in  Philadelphia  in  the 
coarse  of  a  few  weeks,  and  I  expect  will  make  a 
point  of  substantiating  the  facts — both  cases  being 
a  violation  of  the  late  treaty  between  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty  and  the  United  States, 

From  the  jealons  and  suspicious  disposition  of 
the  Spaniards,  I  do  not  think  it  possible  that  any 
treaty  or  compact  can  be  lasting  between  that 
nation  and  our  Western  people,  while  the  former 
have  any  possessions  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, 

Dr.  Watrous  is  now  here.  He  was  on  his  way 
from  Fort  Hamilton,  on  furlough,  to  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  but  Captain  Pope  and  myself  pre- 


Tailed  upon  him  to  stay  with  us,  until  we  have 
some  intelligence  respecting  our  continuance  in 
this  country. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  your 
friend  and  humble  servant. 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Hon.  Secretabt  op  State. 

P.  S.  At  the  moment  I  was  folding  this,  the 
enclosed  proclamation.  No.  3,  by  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  wa^i  put  into  my  hands.  The  various 
and  contradictory  reasons  assigned  by  the  Spanish 
officers  for  their  delay  in  carrying  the  late  treaty 
into  effect,  are  too  obvious  to  need  a  comment. 

A.  E. 


Natchez,  June  5, 1797. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  private  in- 
formation that  Mr.  Power,  who  I  have  men- 
tioned to  you  in  roy  communication  of  yesterday, 
is,  by  order  of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  through  the  wilderness,  to  the 
State  of  Kentucky.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  his  business  is  to  forward  the  views 
of  Spain,  by  detacliine  the  citizens  of  Kentucky 
from  the  Union.  It  has  been  hinted  to  rae  that 
Mr.  Power  will,  in  the  first  instance,  pay  a  visit 
to  General  Wilkinsoo,  who,  we  are  informed,  is 
now  in  Cincinnati. 

I  am,  sir.  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Hon.  Secbetabt  of  State. 


Darling's  Creek,  Nov.  8, 1798. 
Sir:  On  the  lOth  of  last  month,  having  opened 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  from  the  Mississippi  river  to 
the  thin  pine  country,  we  ceased  carrying  the 
line  on  in  that  accnrate  scientific  manner  in  which 
it  was  begun,  and  from  the  end  of  the  line,  desig- 
nated in  the  report  which  accompanies  this,  the 
work  will  generally  be  done  with  a  common  sur- 
veying compass,  and  corrected  at  the  different 
navigable  water-courses  which  it  may  happen  to 
cross. 

The  line  mentioned  in  the  report  is  opened 
sixty  feet  wide,  and  passes  through  a  country  im- 
penetrable to  any  hut  Americans.  The  labor  has 
been  equal  to  what  would  in  our  country  have 
opened  at  least  one  hundred  miles.  The  business, 
it  is  evident,  will  not  go  on  with  that  rapidity  we 
could  wish;  nothing,  however,  will  be  wanting 
on  our  part,  and  I  think  it  will  be  completed  the 
ensuing  season.  Governor  Gayoso  has  evidently 
been  brought  into  a  co-operation  very  reluctantly, 
and  certainly  has  no  desire  of  having  it  pushed. 
Mr.  Power,  a  gentleman  well  known  for  his  in- 
trigues in  Kentucky  and  other  parts  of  the  United 
States,  is  the  surveyor  on  the  part  of  the  Crown 
of  Spain ;  he  has  attended  but  one  week  on  the 
line,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  he  will  attend  an- 
other, during  the  execution  of  the  work.  He  has, 
however,  employed  a  deputy,  who  is  Mr.  Daniel 
Burnet,  the  same  person  who  carried  Mr.  Hutch- 
ins's  papers  to  Congress  last  Winter;  he  has  yet 
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behaved  very  welt.  The  others  employed,  Major 
Minor  excepteJ,  are  of  little  confequence,  except 
to  disorg:aDize  and  talk  politics.  The  acting  com- 
missary is  a  Mr.  Geosack;  be  was  takea  by  the 
British  at  the  Cape,  and  carried  to  Jamaica,  from 
whence  he  made  bis  escape  to  the  United  St^ites, 
where  he  found  safety,  but,  in  the  true  character 
of  his  DBttOD,  he  equally  hates  both  Americans 
and  British :  he  is  sullen,  reserved,  and  tniriguio^. 
There  are  no  Spaniards  concerned  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  but  a  few  of  the  common  soldiers.  Ma- 
jor Minor  and  Mr.  Burnet  are  Americans;  the 
other3,iDcludingthelaborers,are generally  French, 
or  descended  from  French  apcestors.  or  Roman 
Catholic  Irish.  When  I  look  over  this  strange 
heterggeneous  collection,  I  cannot  help  asking 
this  question :  Can  the  Spaniards  really  be  seri- 
ous in  carrying  the  treaty  into  effect?"  If  they 
are,  it  is  very  extraordinary  that  there  is  not  one 
of  that  nation  employed  atwre  the  rank  of  a  com- 
mon soldier. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  it  was  a 
happy  circumstance  for  both  countries  that  Major 
Minor  was  appointed  Commissioner  on  behalf  of 
the  Crown  of  Spain;  his  prudence  and  sound 
judgment  will,  in  all  probability,  enable  us  to 
carry  the  work  through,  which  1  im  confident 
wonld  not  have  been  (he  case,  had  Mr.  Power 
been  appointed  to  that  trust,  as  was  proposed  by 
Ghivernor  Gayoso.  and  to  which  I  pointedly  ob- 
jected, as  did  Mr.  Dunbar  also. 

If  our  surveyor  had  been  a  man  of  prudence 
and  talents,  our  difficulties  would  have  beea  much 
less;  but  bis  want  of  information,  extreme  pride, 
and  ungovernable  temper,  constantly  furnish  the 
opposite  party  with  weapons.  He  has  insinuated 
that  the  work  is  erroneous,  and  that  Major  Minor 
and  myself  hafc  combined  to  injure  both  Govern- 
ments, and  wantonly  lavish  away  public  money. 
He  himself  has  been  the  onlv  idle  person  on  the 
side  of  the  United  States;  his  whole  attendance 
on  the  line  as  surveyor  would  not  exceed  one  week. 
His  insinuations,  I  am  confident,  would  have  but 
little  weight  with  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
but  the  case  is  very  diSerent  with  the  Spaniards^ 
naturally  jealous,  and  uninformed  in  science,  par- 
ticularly so  far  as  it  relates  to  astronomical  oper- 
ations. 

On  Friday,  the  I2th  of  last  month,  General 
Wilkinson  arrived  at  our  camp,  and  continued 
with  us  until  Sunday,  the  14th.  We  had  much 
conversation  on  the  state  and  situation  of  the 
country;  his  ideas  respecting  both  appeared  very 
correct  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  determine.  He  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  seen  some  of  Mr.  Free- 
man'scorrespondencewith  Captain  Guioo,  which, 
io  his  opinion,  came  fully  within  the  meaning  of 
the  late  sedition  taw;  and  recommended,  io  the 
most  serious  manner,  that  he  should  be  immedi- 
ately suspended  from  his  employment  on  the  line. 
This,  added  to  the  opinion  of  Governor  Sargent, 
(who  spent  a  number  of  days  at  onr  camp,)  Col- 
onel Bruio,  and  many  other  respectable  gentle- 
men, determined  me  in  taking  that  measure.  The 
surveying  at  present  is  done  by  Mr.  Gillespie,  the 
chain-carrying  by  Mr.  EUicott  and  Mr.  Walker. 


General  Wilkinson  has  removed  Mr.  MeClary 
from  the  command  of  my  escort ;  his  conduct  wag 
far  less  exceptionable  than  that  of  Mr.  Freemaa, 
and  when  lie  did  err  it  was  generally  the  effect  of 
bad  advice. 

Mr.  Freeman  left  our  camp  on  the  30th  8q>- 
tember,  at  the  very  lime  we  were  cbangiog  oor 
system  of  carrying  on  the  work,  and  in  which  the 
compass  only  is  used,  without  giving  me  aar  no- 
tiee  of  his  departure,  that  arraogementn  miffht  be 
made  to  meet  the  want  of  a  surveyor.  He  vat 
absent  until  the  evening  of  the  17tli  ultima  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  18th  be  was  furnished  with 
a  note  of  suspension.  He  has  constantly  con- 
ducted himself  in  that  same  independent  way. 

The  reference,  No.  9,  which  was  in  cipher,  in 
my  communication  of  the  14th  of  November 
last,  contained  an  account  of  an  extraordinary 
plan;  but  that  plan,  in  my  opinion,  is  now  given 
over,  and  the  knowledge  obtained  of  the  country, 
its  strength,  and  the  disposition  of  the  inhalH- 
tants,  will  be  turned  to  the  adrautage  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  by  sdme  of  the  principal  character! 
concerned.  It  is  the  best  they  can  now  do.  That  | 
the  plan  is  given  over  may  be  collected  from  No.  | 
1,  which  for  particular  reasons  is  io  cipher,  nad 
ought  to  be  secret.  It  cannot  be  considered  as  a 
literal  translation,  which  you  will  see  by  the  io* 
iroduciion,  but  it  conveys  accnrateljr  the  ideas 
contained  in  the  letter  from  which  it  is  extracted. 

The  plan  of  Baron  de  Carondelet,  mentioned 
in  my  commonication  of  27th  of  June  last  year, 
was  correct  as  there  stated ;  the  particulars  I  have 
since  obtained,  and  will  be  detailed  to  you  by  t 
gentleman,  in  the  course  of  a  few  mooths.  wlio 
was  in  the  secret  of  the  whole  business.  Thai 
you  may  not  be  at  a  loss  when  that  gentlemai 
calls  upoo  you,  he  will  have  a  letter  of  introdac- 
lion  from  me,  with  an  official  commuoieatioii, 
and  a  number  of  questions  in  the  same  cipher 
with  reference  to  No.  1.  His  answers  to  those 
questtooa  will  convince  you  that  my  informatioa  ' 
has  constantly  been  correct. 

I  shall  leave  this  place  (where  I  have  odIt  baited 
to  draw  up  this  communication)  to-morrow,  and  ' 
proceed  to  the  Pearl  river,  where  the  guide  line 
will  be  corrected.  I  shall  then  proceed  down  the 
river  to  Lake  Maorepas,  from  thence  ioto  Lake 
Pontchartrain  and  to  New  Orleans,  where  I  ex- 
pect to  arrive  about  the  1st  of  January  next- 
From  New  Orleans  I  shall  follow  the  coast  (o 
Mobile,  and  again  correct  the  guide  tine  as  roo 
by  the  surveyors.  From  Mobile  I  shall  follov 
tlie  coast  to  Pensaeola ;  I  shall  pursue  the  coast 
to  the  Chatetucka,  and  ascend  the  river  to  the 
guide  line;  as  soon  as  that  is  corrected.  I  shall 
proceed  to  the  mouth  of  Flint  river  aiid  from 
thence  to  St.  Mary's. 

You  will  easily  perceive  that  my  design  io  f<d- 
towing  the  coast  is  to  obtain  an  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  its  situation,  the  navigmtion  of  the  differ- 
ent rivers  we  shall  have  to  ascend,  and  lo  corteei 
the  geographical  positions  where  it  may  be  ne> 
cessary.  My  map  of  the  Mississippi,  corieeled 
by  a  great  number  of  observations,  is  now  made 
out  in  the  rough,  and  ready  for  copying. 
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The  astronomical  observations  which  I  have 
made  since  I  left  Philadelphia,  will  make  a  Urse 
and  not  naiuteresting  publieatioa. 

Oar  business  now  goes  on  with  the  greatest 
harmoDy.  That  part  oear  the  coast,  in  which,  as 
an  Atneriean  and  frieod  to  my  country,  I  feel 
myself  the  most  interested,  will  be  nearly  com- 

fleted  before  Mr.  Freeman  can  join  us,  if  the 
'resident  shuold  disapprove  of  the  measures 
which  have  been  taken  with  him ;  and  in  that 
ease  I  must  request  the  favor  of  being  permitted 
to  return  home.  All  that  his  friend  General 
Mathews,  Colonel  Panuell,  and  a  few  others,  can 
say  of  him,  must  be  negative  evidence ;  they  may 
say  what  he  has  done;  but  what  tbey  say  be  has 
done  in  forwarding  our  business  must  be  from  liis 
own  report.  They  have  not  been  visiters  at  our 
camp,  where  the  only  information  founded  upon 
facts  could  be  had.  He  has  not  made  a  single 
observation  since  we  came  into  ibis  country, 
though  he  endeaTored,  after  my  coarse  at  the  be- 
ginaing  of  the  line  was  furnished,  one  whole 
-week  withoat  success.  He  is,  nevertheless,  by 
General  Mathews  and  Colonel  Pannetl,  declared 
not  inferior  to  Newton  !  This  is  not  stradge; 
they  may  possibly  have  less  scientific  knowledge 
than  he  has.  and  the  soleran  air  and  diciaiorial 
manner  of  a  professional  schoolmasier  may  have 
contributed  much  to  establish  his  character  with 
them.  His  abuse  of  me  I  disregarded,  till  his 
caballing  got  into  the  camp;  the  consequences 
then  became  more  serious,  and  the  measure 
which  1  took  was  founded  upon  the  best  of  mo- 
tives— the  service  of  my  country,  and  I  have 
Imi  one,  added  to  a  natural  desire  to  live  in 
peace  with  all  mankind.  I  have  but  few  ob- 
servations to  add  to  the  depositions  respecting 
his  eondnet  which  are  forwarded  with  this. 
Mr.  Robins,  one  of  the  deponents,  is  superin* 
tendent  of  the  laborers,  and  always  with  them. 
Mr.  Collins,  another  of  the  deponents,  is  as  wor- 
thy a  man  as  any  in  the  United  Slates,  and  as* 
sistant  to  Mr.  Anderson  ;  heconstantly  resides  in 
the  laborers'  camp.  Mr.  Lindsey  likewise  resides 
in  the  camp ;  he  is  a  gentleman  of  veracity,  and 
agent  for  the  contractor.  These  gentlemen  have 
been  with  us  from  the  commencement  of  the 
business  to  the  present  time,  and  perfectly  ac- 
qaainied  with  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Freeman,  and 
sDperior  to  his  art,  which  he  frequently  exerted 
with  them  in  vain.  Similar  depositions  to  those 
forwarded  mia;ht  be  obtained  from  the  gentlemen 
of  the  Spanish  camp,  but  it  appeared  to  me  im- 
proper. Vou  will  see  I  have  omitted  taking  those 
of  Mr.  Gillespie  and  the  chaia-bearers;  it  might 
be  said  they  were  interested.  And,  as  Mr.  An- 
derson has  been  equally  abused  with  myself,  on 
that  account  his  has  not  been  taken.  Vou  will 
see  by  the  depositions  that  I  rise  early  :  it  is  gen- 
erally before  the  break  of  day  ;  from  that  time 
antil  dark  I  rarely  sit  down  one  hour;  after  can- 
dle-light I  am  (teneralty  engaged  until  10  o'clock 
ID  writing  and  arranging  ray  observations. 

I  hope  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  begin 
by  this  time  to  be  weaned  from  their  attachment 
to  the  French  nation.  For  my  part  I  hare  expe- 


rienced so  much  want  of  principle  and  integrity 
among  them,  and  ihcir  partisans  in  this  country, 
both  individually  and  collectively,  that  my  pre- 
judices against  the  whole  nation  are  so  strong, 
that  it  is  with  difficulty  I  can  guard  my  expres- 
sions so  as  not  to  give  ofience. 

The  arrival  of  General  Wilkinson  has  created 
considerable  alarm  in  the  Spanish  colonies  be- 
low, and  Governor  Gayoi^o  has  directed  that  the 
militia  within  his  Government  be  iramedialely 
armed.  The  fears  and  jealousies  of  the  Spanish 
nation  will  certainly,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
occasion  the  loss  of  all  the  country  on  this  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  to  the  Crown  of  Spain. 

The  whole  of  my  correspondence  on  various 
subjects,  since  my  communication  of  the  29th  of 
July  last,  would  make  a  large  volume,  and  as 
there  is  but  little  of  it  immedinlely  interesting  to 
the  United  States,  I  shall  only  refer  you  to  Nos. 
2,  3,  4,  and  5. 

I  am  sensible  yon  will  perceive  a  great  want  of 
arrangement  in  this  communication;  but  at  the 
same  time  I  am  equally  so  that  you  will  excuse 
it,  when  I  a.<ssure  you  that  the  whole  packet,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Clark's  letters  and  the  correspondence 
with  Governor  Gayoso,  is  the  work  only  of  two 
nights  and  one  day,  and  that  in  the  woods,  with- 
out any  other  table  than  a  small  instrument  box, 
the  weather  cold  and  windy,  and  all  my  young 
men  who  used  to  aid  me  in  copying  many  miles 
ahead  on  the  line. 

I  am  sorry  that  the  report  mentioned  in  the  be- 
giunio;  of  this  is  not  forwarded;  ray  part  has 
been  done  some  time,  but  the  Spanish  part  is  not 
yet  ready,  owing  to  the  absence  of  Mr.  Power.  I 
shall  write  to  you  again  from  New  Orleans.  In 
the  meantime,  believe  me  to  be,  dbc., 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Hon.  Secretary  op  State. 

P.  S.  Daniel  Clark,  Esq.,  of  New  Orleans,  has 
lately  spent  a  number  of  days  with  me  in  my 
camp;  from  him  I  have  received  much  valuable 
information,  which  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me 
to  detail,  as  he  will  give  it  to  you  himself  in 
Philadelphia  the  ensuing  winter.  He  intends  to 
visit  that  city  immediately  after  our  interview  in 
New  Orleans. 

There  is  not  a  gentleman  of  literature  or  sci- 
ence, and  scarcely  one  of  respectability  in  this 
country,  wiih  whom  I  have  not  been  upon  the 
most  intimate  footing  ever  since  I  came  into  it; 
and  every  attack  that  has  been  made  upon  me 
has  arisen  either  from  envy  or  miscottceptioo,  to 
which  I  should  never  have  paid  any  attention 
had  the  principles  of  opposition  not  entered  oar 
camp,  and  began  to  embarrass  one  bnsiness. 

A.  £. 


[Communicated  to  the  House,  Febniaiy  4,  1804.} 
To  the  Saute  of  Repraentativeg 

of  the  United  Slates  .■ 

In  my  Message  of  January  20th,  I  stated  that 
some  papers  forwarded  by  Mr.  Daniel  Clark  of 
New  Orleans,  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  1803. 
had  not  then  been  found  in  the  office  of  State,  ana 
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that  a  letter  had  been  adclresseed  to  the  former 
chief  Clerk,  inihe  hope  that  he  might  advise  where 
they  should  be  sought  for.  By  indications  re- 
ceived from  him  they  are  now  found.  Among 
them,  are  two  letters  from  the  Baron  de  Caron- 
delet,  to  an  officer  serviog  under  him  at  a  sepatnte 
post,  io  which  his  views  of  a  dismemberment  of 
our  tlnion  are  expressed.  Extracts  of  so  much  of 
these  letters  as  are  within  the  scope  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  are  now  communicated.  With 
these  were  found  itie  letters  written  by  Mr.  Clark 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  1803.  A  part  of  one 
only  of  these  relates  to  this  subject,  and  ia  extracted 
and  enclosed  for  the  iaformationofthe  House.  Id 
no  part  of  the  papers  communicated  by  Mr.  Clark, 
which  are  TolumiDOUs,aDd  indifferent  languages, 
nor  in  bis  letters^  have  we  found  any  intimation  of 
the  corrupt  receipt  of  money  by  any  officer  of  the 
United  States  from  any  foreign  agent.  As  to  the 
combinations  with  foreign  agents  for  dismember* 
iog  the  Union,  these  papers  and  letters  offer  noth- 
ing which  was  not  probably  known  to  my  prede- 
cessors, or  which  could  call  anew  for  inquiries, 
which  tbey  had  not  thought  necessary  to  institute, 
when  the  facts  were  recent,  and  could  be  better 
proved.  They  probably  believed  it  best  to  let  pass 
into  oblivion  transactions  which,  however  culpa- 
ble, bad  commenced  before  this  Government  ex- 
isted, and  had  been  finally  extinguished  by  the 
Treaty  of  1795. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Febbuart  4,  1808. 


Extract  ofa  letter  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  dated 

New  Orleanb.  July  10,  1796. 

I  suppose,  sir,  that  you  are  now  at  the  Bluffs, 
and  in  possession  of  a  command  which  requires 
firmness,  vigilance,  conciliation,  and  prudence,  as 
well  with  regard  to  the  savages  as  to  the  Ameri- 
cans; for  the  evacuation  of  that  important  post 
is  not  yet  so  certain  as  not  to  admit  of  doubt,  at 
least  so  long  as  the  savages  remain  attached  to  us. 
Besides,  it  is  proper  to  keep  in  view  that  the  neigh- 
boring States,  that  is  to  say,  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee, are  interested  that  it  should  remain  in  our 
power,  for  political  reasons  which  cannot  be  trust- 
ed to  paper.  You  must,  of  consequence,  keep 
them  in  those  sentiments,  hy  treating  their  inhab- 
itants, to  whom  the  liberty  of  (he  navigation  is 
granted,  with  kindness  and  regard.  Let  the  friend- 
ship of  the  Chickasaws  and  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Americans  who  navigate  the  river,  be  the 
basis  of  your  conduct ;  as  for  the  rest,  I  hare  not 
yet  received  any  official  news  from  the  Court  con- 
cerning the  treaty,  which  we  know  nothing  of  but 
through  the  American  gazettes. 

All  tbe  appearances  of  an  approaching  peace  in 
Europe  have  vanished ;  but  it  is  probable  that  we 
shall  not  have  war  with  the  English.  Fourteen 
French  sblps-of-the-llne,  with  ten  thousand  men, 
are  actually  to  lake  possession  of  the  Spanish  port 
of  St.  Domingo;  and  France  and  Spain  appear 
more  united  than  ever.  Tbe  Spanish  inhabitants 
have  lost  their  slaves. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Baron  de  Cuondetet,  dated 
New  Oblbans,  SefU.  lis,  1796. 

In  answer,  sir,  to  your  private  letter,  of  the  10th 
of  last  month.  I  will  acknowledge  to  you  that  I  was 
under  the  belief  that  the  Fort  of  St.  Ferdinand 
was  badly  constructed,  but  not  to  the  degree  thai 
you  point  out  to  me.  You  must,  however,  with- 
out augmenting  ihe  expenses  which  iu  evacoa- 
tion  would  render  useless,  put  it  in  a  state  to  maia- 
tain  yourself  there  until  I  receive  new  inttrticiion 
from  the  Court.  Should  the  Court  think  proper, 
as  may  very  well  happen,  not  to  evacuate  onr 
posts  on  the  Mississippi,  I  will  despatch  a  courier 
to  you  in  all  haste,  that  you  may  change  thesita- 
ation  of  the  fort,  which  ought  to  be  dooe  with  all 
diligence,  and  so  as  that  it  be  again  saflicieBtly 
intrenched  to  prevent  its beingsnrprised  or  attacked 
before  it  is  in  a  state  of  defence ;  fot  thii  pnipoK 
I  will  send  immediate  and  secret  orders  lo  New 
Madrid  and  to  St  Genevieve,  that  carpenters, 
masons,  &,c.  should  instantly  be  sent  to  you.  ut 
you  may  also  count  on  a  reinforcement  of  ttiaqii, 
which  I  will  send  to  you  by  tbe  galley  Phili|ii, 
which  I  am  causing  to  be  rebuilt  without  noist; 
all  these  dispositions,  I  repeat  to  you,  ought  to  be 
prompt  and  secret.  I  expect  the  answer  of  the 
Court  in  . 

If  His  Majesty,  on  the  contrary,  should  perm 
in  it  that  the  evacuation  of  the  forts  must  take 
place,  it  will  be  done  in  the  most  simple  mo^ 
towards  tbe  commencement  of  January.  In  tbe 
mean  time  you  must  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
Chickasaws,  and  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  for  oneor  the  other  of  these  evMis. 
You  oug[ht  to  make  theiaiter  understand  that  their 
natural  interest  leading  them  to  separate  at  sone 
day  (tm ^our)  from  the  Atlantic  States,  the  oee^  i 
patioD  ot  our  posts  on  the  Mississippi  by  the  troop 
of  the  latter  could  not  but  be  disastrous  to  them, 
since  they  would  cut  off  all  communication  be- 
tween them  and  us,  from  whom  alone  they  codU, 
in  that  ca«,  hope  to  receive  assistance. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Daniel  Clark  to  the  Seaetuj 
ot  Stole,  dated 

New  Orleans,  March  8,  18(^ 
As  a  proof  that  expectations  of  assistance  fros 
ourselves  against  our  own  Government  have  beei 
always  relied  on  by  the  Spaniard.^  and  Ihst  tbey 
have  constantly  looked  to  a  division  of  our  West- 
ern Slates  from  the  General  Government,  I  no« 
forward  you  an  order  to  receive  from  Washing- 
ton Morton,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  a  sealed  packH 
which  I  left  in  his  possession  when  I  set  out  for 
Europe,  and  which  I  then  mentioned  I  would  j 
show  you  at  my  return, not  thinking, at  thattinK  i 
that  circumstances  would  occur  so  soon  as  toiea- 
der  the  disclosure  a  measure  of  immediate  iieee» 
sii^.  Among  other  papers  of  less  importaneeh 
thtf  packet,  is  a  small  part  of  the  correspoDdenn 
of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  with  the  oflScereon- 
manding  Fort  St.  Ferdinand,  at  the  Chickaiav 
Bluffs,  in  which  he  suffers  his  plans  and  viem  to 
be  clearly  perceived,  and  which  were  solely  tim. 
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Cumberland  Road. 


ed  at  our  destructioD ;  the  remainder  are,  as  well 
as  I  recollect,  copies  of  talks  and  letters  to  aud 
from  the  Chickasaw  ladians;  and,  by  the  Baron 
de  Carondelel's  letter  to  the  officer,  you  will  per- 
ceive that  the  fact  I  advised  you  respecting  the 
aiinual  pension  of  five  hundred  dollars  to  Ugu- 
laycab6  cannot  be  disputed. 

Should  you  think  these  documents  of  sufficient 
itDportance  to  require  tuy  presence  in  Washing- 
too  to  elucidate  any  par:  of  them,  I  shall  imme- 
diately sserifice  all  private  business  of  my  o«n, 
aod  hasten  there;  and,  ia  the  meaDtime,will  en- 
deavor 10  collect,  from  undoubted  sources,  such 
other  informalioQ  relative  to  this  subject  as  may 
be  acceptable. 

Alihoo^h  for  four  or  fire  years  past  I  bad  a  per- 
fect eooTictioD  that  the  intrigues  of  the  Spani- 
ards witb  the  Westera  country  were  not  for  tbe 
time  dangerous,  on  account  or  tbe  incapacity  of 
the  Qovernors  of  this  province,  and  their  want  of 
pecuniary  meanit,  yet,  fearful  of  what  might  hap- 
pen in  future,  should  more  enlightened  and  aiubi- 
tious  chiefs  preside  over  it,  I  could  not  last  year 
resist  the  temptation  of  hinting  my  suspicions  of 
what  had  been  formerly  done  m  this  way  to  the 
President  at  an  interview  with  which  he  honored 
me,  and  1  even  went  so  far  as  to  assert  that  a  per- 
son supposed  to  be  an  a^ot  from  tbe  State  of 
Kentucky  had  been  here  in  tbe  end  of  1795  and 
beginning  of  1796,  to  negotiate  on  tbe  part  of  that 
State,  independent  of  the  General  Government, 
for  tbe  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  before  the 
result  of  the  Treaty  of  St.  Lorenzo  was  known, 
wishing  that  this  hint  migbl  induce  tbe  President 
tocauf^e  inquiry  lobe  made  into  tbe  circuoistance, 
which  he  could  easily  Bnd  the  means  of  investi- 
gatiDg;  but  as  he  made  no  other  inquiry  of  me 
respecting  it  than  merely  in  what  year  the  thing 
happened,  it  struck  me  that  he  mu^t  have  had 
other  information  on  the  subject,  and  that  he 
thought  it  needless  to  bear  anything  more  about 
it-  By  great  accident  I  have  lately  learned  some- 
thing which  induces  me  to  suppose  that  any  infor- 
mation be  may  have  received  re.<:pecting  the  meas- 
ure alluded  to  has  been  incorrect,  and  given  witb 
tbe  view  of  misleading  him,  and  I  request  you 
will  mention  the  subject  anew  to  him,  that  you 
may  know  bow  far  I  am  right  in  my  suspicions. 
The  information  I  possessed  on  the  subject  could 
not,  from  the  way  in  which  it  was  obtained,  be 
accompanied  with  what  would  be  proof  to  con- 
vict the  person  concerned,  or  I  should  have  open- 
ly accused  him  in  the  face  of  the  world  ;  but  to 
me  it  amounts  to  a  moral  certainty  of  his  f^uilt, 
and  my  conduct  to  him  showed,  on  all  occasions, 
how  much  I  detested  his  object  and  his  person. 
The  same  want  of  proof  positive,  sufficient  to 
convict  him,  prevents  me  at  present  from  naming 
him  ;  but  if  inquiry  is  diligently  made  about  the 
infiueotial  character  from  Kentucky,  who  at  th:it 

Eeriod  was  so  lon^  in  Natchez,  and  afterwards 
ere,  what  bis  business  wa.%  and  what  was  the 
idea  entertained  of  him,  enough  will  doubtless  be 
discovered  to  put  our  Government  on  its  guard 
araiast  him  and  others  of  his  stamp,  and  gainst 
111  foreiga  machinations  in  that  quarter  in  future. 


CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 


[Commantcated  to  Congress,  February  19, 1808.] 

The  undersigned,  Gommissiimers  appointed 
under  the  law  of  the  United  States,  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,"  in  addition  to  the  communica- 
tions heretofore  made,  beg  leave  further  to  com- 
municate 10  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
that,  by  the  delay  of  the  answer  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvanift  to  the  appUcaiion  for  per- 
mission to  pass  the  road  through  that  Slate,  the 
Commissioners  could  not  proceed  to  the  busineaa 
of  the  road  in  the  Spring  before  vegetation  had 
so  far  advanced  as  to  reader  the  work  of  explor- 
ing and  surveying  difficult  and  tedious,  from 
which  circumstance  it  was  postponed  until  last 
Autumn,  when  the  business  was  again  resumed.  • 
That,  in  obedience  to  the  special  instructions  > 
given  to  them,  tbe  route  heretofore  reported  has 
been  so  changed  as  to  pass  through  Uniontown, 
and  that  they  have  completed  the  location,  gra- 
dation, nnd  marking;  of  the  route,  from  Comber- 
land  to  Brownsville,  Bridgeport,  and  the  Monon- 
gabela  river,  agreeably  to  a  plat  of  tbe  courses, 
distances,  and  grades,  in  which  is  described  tbe 
marks  and  monuments  by  which  the  route  is  de- 
signated, and  which  is  herewith  exhibited;  that 
by  this  plat  and  measurement  it  will  appeiar 
(when  compared  witb  tbe  road  now  travelled) 
there  is  a  savingof  four  miles  of  distance  between 
Cumberland  and  Brownsville  on  the  new  route. 

In  tbe  gradation  of  the  surface  of  tbe  route 
(which  became  necessary  to  confine  it  within  tbe 
limits  prescribed  by  tbe  law)  is  ascertained  the 
comparative  elevation  and  depression  of  differ- 
ent points  on  the  route,  and  taking  a  point  ten 
feet  above  the  surface  of  low  water  in  the  Poto- 
mac river  at  Cumberland  as  the  horizon,  the  most 
prominent  points  are  found  to  be  elevated  as  fol- 
lows, Tiz : 

Feet.  lOths. 


Summit  of  Will's  MouaUin  -  -  581  3 
Western  fool  of  same  -      -  304  4 

Summit  of  Savage  Mountain     -      -  2022-24 

Savage  River  1741  6 

Summit  of  Red  Hill  -  -  .  .  1914  3 
Summit  Little  Savage  Mountain  -  1900  4 
Branch  Pine  Run,  first  Western  water  1699  9 
Summit  Little  Meadow  Mountain  -  2026  16 
Little  You<;hiogana  River  -  -  -  1322  6 
East  fork  of  Shade  Run  -  -  -  1558  92 
Summit  of  Negro  Mountain,  highest 

point  "2328  12 

Middle  branch  of  Whitens  Creek,at  the 
foot  of  Negro  Mountain  -      -      -  1360  5 

White's  Creek  1185  5 

Big  Youghiogana  River    -      .      -   645  5 
Summit  of  a  ridge  between  Youghio- 
gana River  and  Beaver  waters      -  1514  5 

Beaver  Run  1123  8 

Summit  of  Laurel  Hill  -  -  -  1550  16 
Court  House  in  Uniontown      -     -  274  65 
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A  point  tea  feet  abore  the  surface  of 
low  water  in  the  Monon^ahela  River, 
al  tbe  mouth  of  Dunlap's  Creek     -   119  26 

The  law  requiriog  the  Commissiooers  to  re- 
port those  parts  of  the  rotite  as  are  laid  on  (he 
old  road  as  well  as  those  on  new  grounds,  and  to 
state  those  parts  which  require  the  most  immedi- 
ate attention  and  amelioratioo,  the  probable  ex- 

Jense  of  making  the  same  passable  in  the  most 
tfficalt  parts,  and  through  the  whole  distance, 
they  have  to  state  that,  from  the  crooked  and  billy 
course  of  the  road  sow  travelled,  tbe  new  route 
could  not  be  made  to  occupy  any  part  of  it  (ex- 
cept an  intersection  on  Will's  Mountain,  another 
at  Jesse  Tomlinson's,  and  a  third  near  Big  You- 
ghiogana,  embracing  not  a  mile  of  distance  in  the 
whole,)  without  unnecessary  sacrifices  of  distance 
and  expense.  That,  therefore,  an  estimate  must 
be  made  on  the  route  as  passing  wholly  through 
new  grounds.  In  doing  (his  the  Commissioners 
feel  great  difficulty,  as  ibey  cannot,  with  any  de- 
l^ee  of  precision,  estimate  tbe  expense  of  making 
It  merely  passable;  nor  can  they  allow  themselves 
to  aoppose  that  a  less  breadth  than  that  mentioned 
in  the  law  was  to  be  taken  into  the  calculation. 
The  ru<;£Ted  deformity  of  the  grounds  rendered  it 
impossible  to  lay  a  route  within  (be  grade  limited 
bylaw  otherwise  than  by  ascending  and  descend- 
ing the  hilts  obliquely,  by  which  circumstance  a 
great  proportion  of  the  route  occupies  the  sides  of 
hills  which  cannot  be  safely  passed  on  a  road  of 
common  breadth,  and  where  it  will,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Commissioners,  be  necessary,  by  dig- 
ging, to  give  the  proper  form  to  thirty  feet,  at 
feast  in  the  breadth  of  the  road,  to  afford  suitable 
security  in  passing  on  a  way  to  be  frequently 
crowded  with  wagons  moviog  in  opposite  direc- 
tions with  transports  of  emigrant  families,  and 
droves  of  cattle,  bogs,  on  tbe  way  to  market. 
Coosidering,  therefore,  that  a  road  on  those 
grounds  must  have  sufficient  breadth  to  afford 
ways  and  water  courses,  and  satisfied  that  noth- 
ing short  of  well  constructed  and  completely  fin- 
ished conduits  can  insure  it  against  injuries 
which  must  otherwise  render  it  impassable  at 
every  change  of  tbe  seasons,  by  heavy  falls  of 
rain  or  melting  of  the  beds  of  snow,  with  which 
the  country  is  frequently  covered;  the  Commis- 
sioners beg  leave  to  say,  that  in  a  former  report 
they  estimated  the  expense  of  a  road  on  these 
grounds,  when  properly  shaped,  made  and  finished 
in  the  style  of  a  stone  covered  turnpike,  at  $6,000 
per  mile,  exclusive  of  bridges  over  the  principal 
streams  on  the  way;  and  that  with  all  the  infor- 
mation they  have  since  been  able  to  collect,  they 
have  no  reason  to  make  any  alteration  in  that 
estimate. 

The  contracts  anthorized  by,  and  which  have 
been  taken  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Commissioner,  Thomas  Moore,  (duplicates  of 
which  accompany  this  report)  will  show  what 
has  been  undertaken  relative  to  clearing  the  tim- 
ber and  brush  from  part  of  the  breadth  of  the 
road.  The  performance  of  these  contracts  was 
in  such  forwardiiess  on  the  Ist  instant  as  leaves 


no  doubt  of  their  being  completely  fulfilled  by  the 
1st  of  March. 

Tbe  Commissioners  further  state,  tbat.  to  aid 
them  in  the  extension  of  their  route,  they  run  and 
marked  a  straight  line  from  the  crossing  place  oa 
the  Monongaheta  to  Wheeling,  and  bad  prt^ress- 
ed  twenty  miles  with  their  usual  and  necessary 
lines  of  experiment  io  ascertaining  the  shortest 
and  best  connexion  of  practicable  grounds,  whea 
the  approach  of  Winter  and  the  shortness  of  the 
days  afforded  Qo  expectation  tbat  they  could  com- 
plete tbe  location  without  a  needless  expense  ia 
the  most  inclement  season  of  the  year.  And  pre- 
suming  thai  the  postponement  of  the  remainiag 
part  till  the  ensuing  Spring  would  produce  do 
delay  in  tbe  business  of  making  the  road,  they 
were  induced  to  retire  from  it  for  tbe  present. 

The  great  length  of  time  already  employed  ui 
this  business  makes  it  proper  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  observe  that,  in  order  to  connect  the  best 
grounds  with  that  circumspection  which  tbe  im- 
portance of  the  duties  confided  to  them  demanded, 
it  became  indispensably  necessary  to  run  lines  of 
experiment  and  reference  in  various  directions, 
which  exceed  an  average  of  four  times  the  dis- 
tance located  for  the  route,  and  that  through  a 
country  so  irregularly  broken,  and  crowded  with 
very  thick  underwood  in  mai>y  places,  the  work 
has  been  found  so  incalculably  tedious,  that,  with- 
out an  adequate  idea  of  the  difficulty,  it  is  not 
easy  to  reconcile  the  delay. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  tbat  an  imperious  call 
from  the  private  concerns  of  Commissioner  Joseph 
Kerr  compelled  him  to  return  home  on  tbe  29lh 
of  November,  which  will  account  for  the  want  of 
his  signature  to  this  report. 

All  which  is,  with  due  deference,  submitted 
this  15th  dav  of  January,  180S. 

EL1E  WILLIAMS, 
THOMAS  MOORS. 


[CommDoieated  to  the  House,  Mardi  8,  ISOS.] 
TftEAauBT  Dbpabtmbrt, 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  tbe  1st  instant; 
I  have  the  honor  to  state : 

1st.  That  the  5  percent,  reserved  by  the  act  of 
30tb  April.  1803,  on  the  net  moneys  received  foe 

Jublic  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  sold  since  1st 
uly,  1802,  has  amounted  to  the  following  soou, 
vi2 : 

From  1st  July,  1802,  to  30  June,  1803,  $6,320  00 
From  1st  July.  1803,  to  30th  June,  1804,  8,810  17 
From  1st  July,  1804,  to  30th  June,  1805,  ia994  » 
From  Ist  July,  1805.  to  30th  June,  1806,  31,448  20 
From  1st  July  1806,' to  30ih  June,  1807,  28,897  9S 
From  1st  July,  1807,  to  31st  December, 
18(r7,  estimated      ...      -  15,000  « 


9io*S9i  as 


And  that  tbe  aaid  5  per  cent,  will  henceArtk 
probably  amount  to  $30,000  a  year. 

2d.  Tbat,  of  the  $^,000  appropriated  hj  net  of 
29lb  March,  1806,  there  has  been  expended,  in  lay- 
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iap  out  the  Cumberland  road  from  Cumberland 
to  BrowDsville,  about   ...      -  $10,000 
That  there  may  be  wanted,  to  complete 
the  location,  about     -  5,000 

$15,000 


3d.  That  contracts  have  i)een  made  for  oi)en- 
iogone-hslf  of  the  breadth  of  said  road,  which, 
as  verbally  informed  byoneofthe  Commissioners, 
will  require  about  $3,000,  leaving,  probably,  about 
(12,000  of  the  appropriation  for  the  further  im- 
provement of  the  road. 

4tb.  That  the  portion  of  the  road  actaally  located 
and  confirmed,  no  part  of  which  exceeds  an  angle 
of  five  degrees,  extends  from  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Potomac  at  Cumberland  to  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Monongahela  at  Brownsville,  (Red 
Stone  Old  Fort.)  andit  is  slated,  though  no  offi- 
cial report  has  been  made  to  me,at  about  seventy 
miles. 

5.  That  that  road  can  be  considered  as  a  na- 
tional object  only  if  completed  as  a  turnpike, 
whereby  all  the  flour  and  other  produce  of  the 
western  adjacent  counties  may  be  brought  to  a 
market  on  the  Atlantic  shores ;  and  the  (ransport- 
ation  of  all  the  salt  and  other  commodities  and 
merchandise  whatever,  imported  from  the  Atlan- 
tic ports  to  the  Western  country,  generally,  may 
be  reduced  probably  one  dollar  per  cwr. 

And,  lastly,  that  the  expense  of  completing  that 
part  of  the  road  in  such  manner  is  estimated  at 
$400,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your 

obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hoc  JOHH  MONTOOHEBT, 

Ouiirman,  ^c. 


PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

[Communicated  to  CoDgress,  March  S5,  1808.] 
Te  ike  Senate  and  House  of 

Jiepraentativaofthe  United  Statea  ; 
I  transmit  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  a  report 
from  the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings  of  the 
progress  made  on  them  during  the  last  season,  of 
their  present  state,  and  of  that  of  the  funds  appro- 
priated to  them.  These  have  been  much  ex- 
ceeded by  the  cost  of  the  work  done,  a  fact  not 
known  to  me  till  the  close  of  the  season.  The 
circumstances  from  which  it  arose  are  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  Surveyor. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 

Marcb  25j  1808. 


Report  the  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Building$ 
of  the  United  States  ai  tVaahington,  March  2Z, 
1808. 

My  report  on'  the  progress  and  state  of  the 
public  buildings  of  the  United  States  in  the  City 
of  Washington  duri.^g  the  year  1807  has  been 
delayed  until  all  the  work  performed  at  the  Capi  • 
tol  and  Preiident'a  house  could  be  measured,  and 


the  accounts  closed  as  nearly  to  the  present  time 
as  possible;  and  also  until  those  additions  and 
alterations  could  be  made  in  the  south  wing  of 
the  Capitol,  which  have  been  pointed  out  as  ne- 
cessary by  the  experience  of  the  first  part  of  the 
present  session. 

There  remain  now  very  few  (and  those  small) 
accounts  in  any  department  of  the  public  build- 
ings which  have  not  been  ultimately  settled ;  and 
the  statement  which  I  shall  annex  to  this  report 
may  be  considered  as  comprising  alt  the  demands 
against  them  of  every  kind  up  to  the  present 
time.  Ever  since  the  year  1803,  when  the  work 
on  the  south  win^  of  the  Capitol  was  commenced, 
accounts  of  particular  parts  of  the  building  hare 
necessarily  been  in  an  open  state,  although  par- 
tial settlements,  at  as  short  periods  as  possible, 
hare  always  been  made.  But  until  the  work  had 
arrived  at  it.s  present  state,  no  complete  admea- 
surement and  valuation  <>f  the  whole  was  practi- 
cable. The  accumulated  balances  of  settled  ac- 
counts form  a  very  considerable  total,  which  has 
been  increased  by  the  stock  of  particular  kinds  of 
materials  on  band,  the  purchase  of  which  ap- 
peared highly  prudent,  if  not  absolutely  neces- 
sary, should  Congress  think  proper  to  proceed 
further  with  the  public  works.  ' 

I  now  beg  leave  to  report  on  each  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  separately : 

1.  South  wing  of  the  CkipUol. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1806,  the  framing  of 
the  roof  of  the  south  wmg  was  put  on,  and  dur- 
ing the  winter  it  was  covered  in.  The  greatest 
exertions  were  then  used  to  finish  the  interior; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  early  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  in  October  last,  the  building  was  so 
far  completed  as  to  be  occupied  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  ;  and  at  the  present  moment  this 
wing  of  the  Capitol  may  be  considered  as  fin- 
ished, excepting  in  the  following  particulars: 

3.  All  the  wood-work  and  walls  require  to  be 
painted.   The  wood-work  is  only  primed. 

2.  Of  the  24  Corinthian  columns  of  the  Hall  of 
Representatives,  the  capitals  of  only  two  are  en- 
tirely finished  ;  eight  are  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness; and  fourteen  are  only  rough-hewn  or  hosted. 

3.  Only  part  of  the  moulding  of  the  cornice  is 
finished. 

4.  The  sculpture  over  the  entrance  is  incom- 
plete. 

5.  The  enclosure  of  the  lobbies  is  not  yet  fin- 
ished. 

6.  All  the  chimney  pieces  of  the  principal  story, 
and  two  of  the  Testibules,  ten  in  number,  are 

wanting. 

7.  Two  small  capitals  in  the  circular  vestibule 
are  still  to  be  carved. 

8.  The  platform  on  the  south  front  giving  ac- 
cess to  the  galleries,  is  erected  upon  the  old  scaf- 
folding, which,  having  been  some  years  in  use, 
is  weak  and  decayed.  It  is  required  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  that  a  permanent  platform  on 
arches  shouM  be  extended  aloD^  this  front. 

In  respect  to  these  deficiencies  1  beg  leare  to 
subiaU  the  following  remarks: 
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To  preserve  the  wood-work,  the  paioting  should 
be  performed  in  the  easuing  season;  the  waits 
are  not  yet  sufficiently  dry  to  adnait  ii;  but  the 
painting  of  the  ceiling  of  (he  Hall  of  Representa- 
tives ouglit  not  to  be  postponed.  Itspresentstate 
constitutes  the  only  defect  which  remains  to  be 
corrected  in  that  room,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  ex- 
plain, in  speaking  of  the  very  just  complaints  that 
were  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
of  the  difficulty  of  bearing  and  speaking  in  it. 

The  sculpture,  which  is  still  deficient,  can  only 
be  completed  in  the  course  of  time.  There  are 
at  present  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  iwo 
very  skilful  Italian  sculptors,  Messrs.  Andrei  and 
Franzooi,  whose  talents  are  evident  in  (heir 
works.  They  and  their  pupil,  Somerville,  one 
of  our  own  citizens,  will  malie  very  considerable 
progress  during  the  next  season ;  and  much  other 
assistance  can  be  obtained  in  the  less  difficult 
parts  of  the  work. 

The  chimney  pieces  have  been  ordered,  and 
may  soon  be  put  up ;  and  the  platform  on  the 
south  front  is  not  a  work  of  great  expense. 

But,  besides  completing  the  south  wing  in  these 
particulars,  it  appears  equally  necessary  to  erect 
daring  the  present  year  that  part  of  the  west 
front  which  is  opposite  (o  the  eastern  entrance  of 
the  House,  and  projects  westward  from  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  present  building.  In  this  part 
of  the  work  it  is  intended  to  provide  a  dwelling 
for  the  Doorkeeper  of  (he  House,  in  the  height  of 
the  office  story,  and  above  to  have  committee 
rooms  for  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
necessity  of  the  work  arises  from  two  causes, 
which  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you. 

1.  In  my  former  reports,  and  especially  in  a 
printed  letter  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature, 
which  I  have  had  (be  honor  to  communicate  (o 
you,  I  explained  the  reasons  which  obliged  me  to 
carry  up  the  external  north  wall  of  the  House 
iodependendy  of  those  internal  walls  with  which 
it  is  connected,  aud  upon  which  it  d^nds  for 
the  principal  resistance  against  the  lateral  pres- 
sure of  the  arches  and  roof  of  the  House.  This  very 
bold  undertaking  succeeded  in  enabling  us  to  get 
much  more  forward  with  the  work  than  would 
have  been  otherwise  possible;  and,  by  the  erec- 
tioo  of  the  entrance  and  its  communication,  this 
wall  is  now  firmly  supported  as  far  as  they  ex- 
tend. But  the  western  end  of  the  wall  still  re- 
mains without  any  counterpoise  against  the  prcb- 
sure  outwards,  but  what  arises  from  its  own 
weight.  The  cellars,  which  were  formerly  sunk 
at  the  northwest  angle  of  the  south  wing,  and 
which  for  many  years  have  been  the  receptacle 
of  rain  water,  will,  until  covered,  remain  a  source 
of  injury  to  this  part  of  the  building.  Every 
feasible  step  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  lodg- 
ing of  the  water  in  them,  but  much  mischief  was 
done  before  this  could  be  effected ;  and  a  gradual 
settlement  of  the  northwest  part  of  the  wall  has 
been  going  on  from  the  commencenieni,  and  still 
increases,  ihouffh  very  slowly.  It  may  be  ob- 
served in  the  lobby  of  the  House,  and,  though 
not  immediately  dangerous,  it  ought  to  be  stopped 
as  sooQ  as  possible. 


2.  There  is  another  consideration  which  is  pet- 
haps  of  equal  importance  in  another  point  of  view. 

On  the  removal  of  (he  National  Legislature  (o 
this  city,  an  act  was  passed  appropriating  fomer 
to  the  use  of  the  Doorkeepers  of  the  two  Hoase 
of  Congress  the  buildings  erected  for  the  tempo- 
rary accommodation  of  tbe  workmen  while  em- 
ployed on  the  Capitol.  It  was,  perlups,  not  ob- 
served tbat  these  buildings  stand  aetnatly  in  the 
street  which  passes  on  the  south  side  of  tbe  Capi- 
tol square  and  in  the  Jersey  avenue,  aad  that 
destroy  not  only  the  appearance  and  reguUritv 
of  the  square  and  streets,  but,  being  placed  hifk 
above  their  level,  are  a  dangerous  obstruclioD  to 
the  intercourse  around  the  Capitol.  They  ire, 
besides,  so  badly  built,  and  already  so  rotten,  u 
scarcely  to  be  habitable ;  and,  from  being  placed 
on  (he  surface  of  the  vegetable  mould,  having  no 
cellars,  and  having  a  very  bad  aspect,  they  are 
so  unhealthy  that,  of  the  families  who  haveiih 
habited  them,  many  have  died,  and  all  have  been 
afflicted  with  severe  sickness.  Provi&ion  will  re- 
quire to  be  made  to  carry  tbe  intention  of  the 
Legislature  to  provide  dwelltnga  for  tbeir  Door- 
keepers into  effect;  aad  a  slignt  observatim of 
the  necessity  of  a  more  close  attentioD  to  tbe  do- 
mestic arrangements  and  expenses,  and  the  better 
government  of  the  servants  of  the  House  ihaaat 
present  can  possibly  be  bad,  would  point  oat  a 
powerful  reason  for  tbe  speedy  erection  of  tbii 
part  of  the  building,  even  if  it  were  not  necesnry 
to  the  support  of  what  is  already  carried  up. 

Before  I  close  my  account  of  the  south  wiogof 
the  Capitol,  I  most  respectfully  beg  permissioa  to 
noiice  in  this  report  the  two  objections  to  (he 
Hall  of  Congress,  which  were  discovered  immedi- 
ately on  the  opening  of  the  session — the  difficuilf 
of  hearing  and  speaking  in  i(,  and  the  uopleat- 
ant  effect  of  the  mode  adopted  to  warm  theHoiM 
upon  the  air  of  the  room.  These  objections  hire 
been  forcibly  staled  and  permanently  recorded  is 
the  speeches  of  the  members,  and  tbe  appoiet- 
ment  of  committees  for  the  purpose  of  inqoii/ 
into  their  cause  and  remedy ;  and  I  crave  this 
permission,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  persooil 
exculpation,  but  with  the  hope  that  the  explaas- 
tioo  I  shall  give  wilt  prove  of  public  utility  in 
similar  cases. 

In  every  targe  room  the  great  average  distaoee 
of  the  speaker  from  the  hearer  is  a  cause  of  diffi- 
culty of  hearing  aud  speaking  which  cannot  be 
removed;  hut  the  effect  of  this  cause  bean  no 
proportion  to  that  indistinctness  which  arises  from 
tbe  innumerable  echoes  thatare  reverberated  from 
the  walls  and  arched  ceiling  of  such  a  roon  i) 
the  Hall  of  Representatives.  These  surfacesgire 
hack  to  tbe  ear  echoes,  not  only  of  the  voice  of 
the  speaker,  at  a  perceptible  distance  of  time  from 
the  original  sound,  but  also  distinct  ecboM  of 
every  accidental  noise  and  separate  couvenatioB 
in  the  House  and  lobbies,  and  renders  debate  very 
laborious  to  the  speaker  and  almost  useless  to  the 
hearers.  This  defect  was  foreseen;  and,  infu* 
nishing  the  House,  tbe  curtains  and  draperiM  of 
the  windows  were  made  as  ample  as  propriety 
would  admit ;  draperies  were  hung  in  other  pnpH 
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siiaatioD!!,  and  a  large  curtain  closed  the  opening, 
of  the  columns  behind  the  Speaker's  chair.  But 
all  (his  drapery  bore  a  small  proportion  to  the  ex- 
tent of  uncovered  surl'ace,  though  it  reodered 
those  particular  situatiunK  of  the  hearer,  thus 
freed  from  echo,  superior  to  all  others. 

If  the  dimensions  of  a  room,  erected  for  the 
purpose  of  debate,  were  so  moderate  that  the 
echoes  of  the  voice  of  the  speaker  could  reach  the 
ear  of  the  hearer,  without  (he  intervention  of  a 
perceptible  distance  of  lime,  then  the  echo  would 
airengthen  and  support  the  voice;  and  we  find 
that  Ibis  is  actually  the  case  io  small  leciure- 
rooms,  expressly  eonitiracted  to  produce  inna- 
merable  echoes.  Bui  there  is  a  circumstance  at- 
tending balls  of  debate  whicb  distiogutsbes  tbem 
from  rooms  intended  for  the  lectures  uf  one  speak- 
er; the  impossibility  of  preserving  perfect  silence, 
and  of  confining  persons  to  their  seats,  so  as  to 

fireventall  sound  but  that  of  the  speaker's  voice; 
or  it  is  evident  that  sounds  from  all  quarters  and 
of  all  kinds  will  be  re-echoed  with  perfect  im- 
partialiiT. 

The  Hal]  of  Representatives  is  one  hundred  and 
ten  feet  long  from  east  to  west,  and  fifty-five  feet 
high  ;  therefure,  before  the  echo  of  a  sound,  is- 
suing from  the  centre  of  the  fioor,  can  return  to 
its  place,  it  must  travel  one  hundred  and  ten  feet, 
a  distance  very  perceptible  to  the  ear  in  the  re- 
lura  of  echo.  The  distance  will  be  still  greater 
if  the  speaker  be  placed  at  a  distance  from  the 
hMrer.  And  as  the  walls,  io  their  various  breaks, 
return  each  a  separate  echo,  their  confusion  must 
necessarily  render  it  almost  impossible  to  under- 
stand what  is  spoken. 

From  these  plain  facts  it  is  evident  that  the 
walls  of  every  large  hall  of  debate  should  be  cov- 
ered with  tapestry,  or  other  material  which  does 
not  reverberate  fiound.  On  reference  to  the  origi- 
nal drawing  it  will  be  seen  that  this  was  intend- 
ed, but  neither  the  time  nor  the  extent  of  the  ap- 
propriation fur  furniture,  which  proved  insuffi- 
cient for  the  indispensable  articles  of  carpeting, 
tables,  chairs,  desks,  and  curtains,  would  ad- 
mit it. 

A  committee  being  appointed  by  the  House  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  and  remedy  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  hearing  and  speaking,  the  foregoing  facts 
and  reasonings  were  laid  Ixfore  them ;  and  it 
was  proposed  tosuspend  curtains  between  the  col- 
naias  round  the  whole  internal  area  of  the  House, 
and  others  behind  the  seats  of  the  galleries,  and 
to  paint  the  ceiling  in  Sock.  The  proposal  was 
approved,  and  has  been  executed,  as  tar  as  it  could 
be  done,  by  hanging  alt  the  curtains;  the  paint- 
ing of  the  ceiling  must  be  postponed  until  the 
House  rises.  The  fullest  success  attended  this 
measure  ;  and,  although  the  echoes  of  the  ceiling 
produce  io  the  centre  of  the  Huuse  some  confu- 
sion of  .sound,  it  is  a  xmall  inconvenience,  which 
will  be  removed.  When  the  siie  of  this  room 
is  constdf  red,  it  may  be  safely  asserted  that  it  is 
now  as  little  liable  to  ubjeciion  as  any  other  hall 
of  debate  in  the  United  States;  that  it  is  in  all 
respects  superior  to  most  others,  and  that,  when 
the  proposed  ioiprovemenis,  which  are  of  com- 
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paratively  smaH  import,  are  made,  it  will  be 
^ecood  to  none  in  every  legislative  convenience. 
Another  inconvenience  has  been  fell,  especially 
by  home  of  the  members,  from  the  effect  of  the 
stoves  by  which  the  hall  is  warmed  upon  the  air 
of  the  room,  especially  when  the  House  and  gal- 
leries have  been  crowded.  The  mouths  of  these 
stoves  are  in  the  office  story  below  the  hall,  and  a 
cavity  being  contrived  of  from  three  to  five  feet 
deep,  below  the  platforms  on  which  the  seats  are 
placed,  the  flues  in  this  cavity  wind  to  the  extent 
of  two  hundred  feet  before  tbey  pass  into  the 
ebimoey.  When  the  seasioo  was  first  opened  (he 
flues  and  walls  were  damp;  the  fire  was  injodi- 
cionsty  forced  by  the  servants  of  the  House,  and 
the  heat  and  steam  was  not  only  unpleasant,  but 
highly  injurious  to  the  health  of  many  of  the 
members;  part  of  this  inconvenience  diminished 
as  the  flues  became  drier,  and  less  fire  was  made. 
But.  in  order  to  renew  the  air  of  the  House,  the 
external  air  has  been  freely  admitted  into  the  cav- 
ity of  the  flues,  and  a  ventilator  is  made  in  the 
roof.  The  principle  on  which  these  stoves  are 
constructed  is  not  new,  and  it  has  been  so  often 
and  so  successfully  put  into  practice  that,  when 
every  proposed  improvement  is  made,  and  the 
building  has  become  dry,  there  can  be  little,  if 
any.  doubt  of  its  being  productive  of  no  inconve- 
nience whatever  to  any  individual  member  of  the 
House. 

2.  North  wing  of  the  CapUoL 

The  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session  nf 
Congress  had,  fur  its  principal  object,  such  repair 
of  the  House,  and  especially  of  the  roof  and  gut- 
ters, as  should  keep  out  the  weather  and  prevent 
the  danger  arising  from  the  frequent  falling  down 
of  the  plastering  of  the  ceilings.  It  was  late  in 
the  season  before  the  weather  permitted  any  part 
of  the  roof  to  be  stripped  for  examination,  and, 
when  this  was  done  in  the  centre  of  the  building, 
all  the  timbers  were  found  in  such  a  state  of  de- 
cay that  no  part  of  them  could  be  sufiered  to  re- 
main in  their  place.  The  decay  was  not,  how- 
ever, confined  to  the  timbers  of  the  roof;  the 
floors  down  to  the  ground-fioor  were  discovered  to 
be  in  the  same  state.  The  floors  and  ceiling  of 
the  Senate  chamber  and  library  being  also  rotten, 
it  was  judged  most  prudent  and  necessary  to  be- 

?:in  with  a  thorough  repair  of  the  centre  from  the 
bundation,  and  not  to  disturb  these  apartmenbi, 
the  use  of  which  could  not  be  dispensed  with  the 
ensuing  session  ;  for,  had  the  roof  of  the  Senate 
chamber  been  opened,  no  exertions  could  have 
completed  the  repairs  in  proper  time,  while  the 
south  wing  called  for  all  the  workmen  which 
by  any  means  we  could  collect.  Besides,  the 
permanent  repairs  and  alterations  proposed  for 
the  centre  of. the  House  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
to  stop  the  leakage  of  every  other  part  of  the 
House ;  and  it  wa«,  therefore,  executed  in  the 
most  permanent  manner,  and  on  the  principle^:  on 
which  the  souih  wing  has  been  built.  All  the 
timber  floors,  and  galleries  of  the  centre  lobbies, 
were  taken  up,  and  the  work  carried  up  by  solid 
vauUiog  in  bnck  from  the  foundaUop  of  the  House 
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to  the  top  of  the  dome:  a  staircase,  puch  wanted., 
was  made  lo  lead  into  the  fuel  cellars ;  and  arched 
galleries  constructed,  giving  access  into  the  rooms 
iQ  the  third  story,  which  have  never  been  fioished, 
bat  which  will  be  highly  aseful  apartments  when- 
ever the  wing  shall  ne  completed. 

Id  the  great  staircase  the  old  wooden  skylisht 
and  cove  was  entirely  takeo  down,  aod  a  solid 
brick  cupola  turned  over  this  large  area  of  forty- 
five  by  tkirty-five  feet,  and  crowned  by  a  lantern 
light.  The  stairs  themselves  remain  in  the  same 
dangerous  and  decayed  state  io  which  they  were 
found,  but  they  have  been  properly  secured  for 
the  present. 

All  that  could  be  done  with  the  rest  of  the  roof, 
was  to  put  it  in  the  best  repair  that  was  practica- 
ble without  stripping  it.  But  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  all  the  timbers  of  the  House,  especially  those 
parts  that  are  ioserted  into  the  walls,  are  in  a  state 
of  the  most  dangerous  decay ;  and,  as  far  as  the 
ceilings  and  floor  have  been  opened,  the  dry  rot 
is  found  to  have  possession,  aod  to  be  making 
progress.  It  appears,  therefore,  unavoidable  that 
a  thorough  refrair  of  the  whole  House,  upon  the 
permanent  construction  of  the  work  of  the  last 
season,  should  be  pursued,  more  especially  as  the 
accommodation  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Court:) 
is  very  far  from  being  convenient  to  ibe  despatch 
of  public  business.  On  this  head  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  my  report  of  last  year,  and  will  now  only 
state  once  more  my  opinion  that  the  present 
chamber  of  the  Senate  cannot  be  considered  as 
altogether  safe,  either  as  to  the  plastering,  of 
which  (he  columns  and  entablature  consist,  or  as 
to  its  floor  and  ceiling. 

3.  Besides  the  work  executed  in  the  buildings 
themselves,  a  large  sum  has  been  expended  m 
rendering  them  safe  from  injury,  and  accessible 
10  the  members.  The  quantity  of  earth  to  be  re- 
moved to  front  of  the  south  wing,  and  the  ground 
to  be  raised  to  the  southward  and  eastward,  was 
considerable.  A  permanent  drain  was  required  to 
prevent  the  wash  of  the  hill  on  which  the  building 
stands  to  the  south  of  (he  circular  road,  and  the 
road  leading  to  the  House  was  to  be  raised  and 
covered  with  gravel. 

On  the  north  the  main  drain  was  carried  away 
by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  season.  This  drain  has, 
for  some  years  past,  beeo  an  annual  source  of 
expense  and  inconvenience;  it  is  now  durably 
constructed.  Nothing  has  been  done  which  did 
not  appear  unavoidable,  or  done  in  a  manner  to 
require  further  alteration  and  expense;  and,  al- 
though all  the  work  which  does  not  properly  he- 
long  to  the  boilding  itself  has  been  expensive,  the 
objects  of  the  expeose  have  been  permanentlv 
effected. 

4.  Highways. 
The  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  appropri- 
ated to  the  use  of  the  roads,  has  been  expended 
in  widening  the  carriage-way  of  the  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  in  subsdiuting  permanent  for  temporary 
drains,  in  general  repairs  and  improvements,  and 
principally  in  making  a  permanent  road  south  of 
the  President's  square.   Several  of  the  drains  on 


the  Pennsylvania  avenue  still  require  to  be  more 
permanently  built;  and  a  large  permanent  sewer 
IS  required  acroiis  the  new  road  opposite  to  ibe 
President's  house,  witboat  which  that  road,  now 
the  proper  and  permanent  means  of  reaching  the 
offices  from  the  Capitol,  will  never  be  passable  in 
winter.  This  road,  without  which  the  enelosnre 
of  the  President's  ground  could  not  be  at  all  on- 
dertaken,  has  been  executed  in  the  moat  ecopoini- 
cal  manner  that  could  be  devised,  by  laying  it  oat 
so  as  to  make  that  part  in  which  earth  wasgreat- 
ly  deficient  out  of  the  spoils  of  the  hill  which  was 
to  be  cut  through;  itisstiil  required  to  be  covered 
with  gravel. 

PrMufetU'f  Amse. 
The  work  performed  at  the  Presidents  faoase 
has  consisted  of  the  covered  way  in  front  of  the 
offices  on  each  wing ;  of  the  erection  of  one^ialf 
of  the  wall  of  enclosure  and  one  of  the  gates ;  of 
the  levelling  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  eDcltued 
({rounds,  and  of  minor  repairs  and  improvements 
of  the  house  itself.  Neither  the  wall  of  enelosnre 
nor  the  levelling  of  the  ground  could  be  com- 

Sleted  by  the  appropriation,  but  as  much  has  been 
one  as  was  practicable,  and  the  ground  is  now 
partially  enclosed  and  ready  lo  be  planted. 

The  slate  of  (be  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  has 
enabled  me  to  make  a  complete  measurement  of 
all  the  work  of  every  kind  performed,  at  the  prin- 
cipal object  of  expenditure  since  the  year  1803, 
and  not  only  in  respect  to  that  work,  but  in  every 
other  department  of  the  buildings;  I  have  ob- 
tained settlements  of  accounts  and  ineasuremeou 
up  to  the  present  period,  and  aUo  correct  ralna- 
tions  of  all  the  work  lying  contiguous  to  the  build-  | 
ings  in  a  state  of  greater  or  less  preparation,  i 
From  hence,  by  favor  of  the  Superintendent  (tf  | 
the  city,  1  am  enabled  to  lay  before  you  a  state- 
ment of  all-  the  expenditures  and  outstanding 
claims  up  to  the  present  time,  which  may  becon- 
sidered  as  correct ;  the  unascertained  and  nnset- 
lled  accounts  being  of  very  small  amount  and  im- 
portance, and  capable  of  tolerably  correct  esti- 
mation. From  this  statement  it  will  appear  that 
the  outstanding  claims  are  of  very  considerable 
amount  in  the  aggregate ;  an  amount  which  could 
only  have  beeo  reduced  by  leaving  the  works  in 
an  unfinished  and  useless  state,  la  respect  to  the 
south  wing  of  the  Capitol,  no  consideration  of  the 
risk  of  future  appropriation  operated  with  the 
workmen  who  have  so  long  and  so  faithfoUy  la- 
bored at  the  public  buildings,  to  induce  them  to 
stop  when  it  was  known  that  the  appropriation 
was  exhausted,  and  by  this  means  very  large  soou 
have  become  due  to  two  of  the  principal  and  most 
respectable  persons  engaged  in  the  work.  A  Dotha 
increase  of  expenditure,  not  as  yet  properly  chaige> 
able  to  any  branch  of  the  work,  has  been  incurred 
by  the  very  evident  utility,  if  not  absolute  neeei* 
sity  of  supplying  the  public  with  particular  kinds 
of  ironmongery  and  glass,  of  which  it  was  evi- 
dent that  no  supply  on  reasonable  terms  woaU 
shortly  be  attainable.  This  swells  the  amounted 
the  deficit  very  greatly,  although  the  value  of  the 
materials  on  hand  would  be  greater  than  is  stated 
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if  sold  at  the  market  price.  I  have,  io  the  first 
instance,  charged  all  deficiencies  not  specially 
stated  to  its  proper  appropriation  to  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol,  and,  in  the  general  account  cur- 
rent, which  I  tubjoia,  I  have  giren  the  proper 
credits  for  materials  od  hand,  and  moneys  ad- 
TtQced  to  collateral  uses. 

1.  South  vying  of  the  Capitol. 
Appropriation  for  1807  -       -       -  S25,OOQ  00 

Amount  of  all  outstaod- 
iog  claims  not  specifi- 
eaXljr  stated  below    -  840,598  19 

From  which  deduct  this 

■um  in  hand  -  -  $2,167  00 
Dae  from  the  contingent 

funds  of  the  offices  of 

State,  War,  Nary,  and 

the  Post  Office*-  -  3.218  65 
Deficit  on  the  south  wing 

and  on  general  charges  35,212  54  935,212  54 

$40,598  19 


2.  Norih  vnnff  of  the  Capitol. 

Appropriation  of  1807  -  .  .  $25,000  00 
Expenditures  in  1808: 

Settled  accounts       -  $22,388  49 

Unsettled  accounts    -       402  01 
Proportion  of  salaries  of 

the  surveyor  of  public 

buildings  and  clerk  of 

the  works,  charged  to 

the  sooth  wing  hereto- 
fore  -      -      -      -      2,050  00 


924,840  50 

Cash  in  hand      -     -       159  50 


$35,000  00 


3.  Prendent'a  Home. 
Appropriation,  1807     -  915,000  00 

Expenditures  on  all  ob- 
jects aboTe  mentioned  $18,919  46 


Deficit  of  the  appropria- 
tion, 1807  .      .      -   $3,919  46 

To  this  must  be  added 
the  amount  of  the 
claims  which  were  in- 
curred prior  to  the  ap- 
laopriation      -     -     1,737  44 


$5,656  90 


*  Tlus  snm  was  laid  ont  in  the  7esr  1806,  when,  by 
the  ftUing  in  the  old  drams,  and  the  filling  of  the  cel- 
Un  wiUi  water,  Uie  offices  became  unhealthy ;  and  it 
wu  absolatel;  necessary  to  remedy  the  evil  or  desert 
the  boildings.  I  have  staled  it  below  as  a  defloit,  as  it 
has  not  yet  been  repaid. 


4.  Public  ^gkways. 
Appropriation,  1807      -       -       -  $3,000  00 


Expenditures  on  roads, 
highways,  drains,  and 
making  the  new  road 
south  of  the  President's 
square      -      -      -    96.644  79 


Deficit       -      -   83,644  79 


5.  I^imiture  of  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol. 

In  my  former  report,  I  stated  the  sum  required 
tofurnish  the  House  to  be  $20,000.  This  estimate 
did  not  include  the  expense  of  new  desks,  because, 
from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain,  the  old 
desks  were  supposed  applicable  to  the  new  House. 
But  the  frequent  removals  of  the  platforms,  and 
the  errooeotas  opinions  of  those  who  had  made 
them,  led  into  error ;  and  when  the  session  was 
closed  and  the  desks  removed,  it  was  found  utter- 
ly impracticable  either  to  place  the  desks  on  the 
new  platforms,  or  to  accommodate  the  platforms 
to  the  desks,  without  destroying  alt  convenience 
within  the  House.  New  desks  have  therefore 
been  made.  ]n  other  respects,  the  estimate  was 
founded  on  very  simple  data,  as  the  numbers  of 
tables,  curtaias,  blinds,  chairs,  and  bookcases,  and 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  carpeting,  and  of 
the  ironmongery,  could  not  be  so  varied  as  to 
make  any  material  difierence  in  the  expense ;  and, 
on  inspection,  I  trust  it  wilt  be  found  that  no  un- 
necessary furniture  has  been  introduced  into  the 
House  or  committee  rooms. 
The  amount  oi  appropriation  was   -  917,000  00 


Expenditure    on  new 

desks  ...      -  92,101  66 

On  all  the  articles  in- 
cluded in  the  estimate  19,051  68 


$31,216  34 


Deficit      -      -  94,216  34 


RGCAPITOLATION. 

1.  South  wing  of  the  Capitol  -      -  935,212  54 

2.  To  make  good  the  sum  loaned  to 

the  public  offices      -       -       -  ^18  65 

3.  President's  house     -   $3^919  46 
Prior  claims  to  1807, 

on  President's  bouse  -     1,737  44 

  5,656  90 

4.  Public  highways      -  3,644  79 

5.  Furniture  fund  -  4,316  34 


951,949  22 


Estimate  for  the  year  1808. 

To  make  good  the  deficit  of  1807,  in- 
cluding the  debt  due  from  the  pub' 


lie  offices  $51,500  00 

To  execute  the  work  deficient  in  the 
south  wing   11,509  00 
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To  carry  up  that  part  of  the  west 
froot  which  is  necessary  to  Kecure 
the  northwest  angle  of  the  MUth 
wing   -      -  - 

To  carry  an,  in  solid  work,  the  Inte- 
rior of  ine  wing,  comprising  ihe 
Senate  chamber  - 

To  complete  the  wait  of  the  Presi- 
dent's house  ;  plant  the  jtround,  so 
as  to  close  this  branch  of  expendi- 
ture; baild  asotid  flightof  stepslo 
the  principal  door,  and  minor  ex- 
penses -      -   .  - 

To  repair  the  highways  and  build 
drains  ------ 


15,000  00 


25,000  00 


15,000  00 
5.000  00 


Total  $123000  00 


I  now  beg  leave  to  add  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
taal  expenditures  on  the  north  and  south  wings 
of  the  Capitol,  up  to  the  present  time. 

1.  South  ving  of  the  Capitol. 
Expended  from  April,  1803,  up  to  Jaounry  1, 
1807,  including  the  pulling  down  snd  rebuild- 
ing the  work  lurmerfy  erected  -  $216  061  47^ 
Cash  on  band,  1807  -  $11,000  00 
Appropriiilion,  1807  -    25,000  00 
Deficit,  1808     -      -    35212  54 

  71 212  64 


Per  contra. 

Materials  on  hand, 

Crown  gla^s  -      -  91,000  00 

Plate  glass  and  iron- 
mongery      -      -  2,000  00 

Sheet  iron,  for  roofing  3,000  00 

Scaffolding  and  men- 

sila        -      -      -  1.500  00 

Freestone  -      -  1.500  00 

Gla^s  and  lead  used  in 
other  parts  of  the 
woiks,  not  yet  char- 
ged to  tbeiraccount  1,383  00 

Proportion  of  eatarles 
chargeable  to  the 

Borth  wing   -      -  2,060  00 


9287374.  Oli 


12  433  00 


Actual  cost  ofthesoQth  wing  9274841  01^ 


2.  North  wing  of  the  CapittA. 
Expended  on  the  north  wing  of  the 

Capitol,  prior  to  1803,  incladiog 

thefoandationsof  ihe.touth  wine 

and  centre    -        $337,736  38 
From  this  sum  deduct 

the  full  value  of  tbe 

above  foundations  -    30,000  00 

  3807,735  38 

Expended  in  1803  -  -  -  3.30i  75 
Expended  in  1807    -       .      .      2^0  50 


Total  cost  of  the  north  wing   9335877  63 


All  which  is  most  respectfully  sabmiited,  by 
your  faithful  humble  servant, 

B.  HENRY  L^TROBE, 
Survei/or  Public  Building*  U.  S. 

To  the  Pbebidbht  or  tbb  U.  S. 


INQUIRY  INTO  THE  CONDUCT  OF  JUDGE 
INNE8. 

[Conunnnieated  to  the  Honie,  April  1^  1608.] 

Mr.  Rowan,  from  the  committee  appointed  "to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Harry  lones.  District 
Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Kentucky,  relative  to  his  having,  while  in  the 
tenure  of  his  ofiSce  as  aforesaid,  been  party  or 
privy  to  a  project,  on  the  part  of  Spain,  or  her 
su  jects,  to  dismember  these  United  States,  or  to 
the  seduction  of  tbe  State  of  Kentucky  from  this 
Union ;  or  relative  to  his  having  been  party  or 
privy,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  to  a  project  of 
France,  or  her  citizens,  to  embroil  these  Uoiled 
States  in  a  war  with  Spain ;  or  relative  to  his 
having  illicitly  corresponded  with  both  or  either 
of  the  Governments  aforeseid,  or  their  subjects 
or  citizens,  upon  one  or  both  projecu  aforesaid; 
or  relative  to  bis  having  known  and  concealed 
from  this  Government  one  or  both  the  said  pro- 
jeets;"  made  the  following  report: 

That  the^  have  considered  the  fame,  and  the 
accompanying  documents,  which  documents  are 
the  only  evidence  which,  the  committee  are  in- 
formed, can  be  obtained  material  to  the  inquiry, 
and  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Harry  Innes  has 
not  so  acted  as  to  require  the  ioterpobition  of  the 
Constitutional  powers  of  this  House. 

Frankfobt,  pa.  27, 1807. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  a  res- 
olution respecting  the  Honorable  Harry  Innea; 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Joshua  Barbee  to  said 
lanes ;  and  a  copy  of  Ihe  report  of  the  select  cocn- 
mitiee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  contJuct  of 
Benjamin'Sebastiao,  to  which  you  are  requested 
to  give  your  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

CHRISTOPHER  GREENUP. 

Hon.  John  Rowan. 

Besolnttoa  reqiecting  the  Hon.  Hany  Innes. 

In  General  Assehblt, 

fVfruary  17, 180& 
Whereas  the  House  of  Representatives  did,  at 

the  last  se.<tsion,  appoint  a  committee  to  examioe 
into  and  report  on  the  conduct  of  Benjamin  Se- 
hastifto,  one  of  tbe  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
of  this  Stale,  in  relation  to  the  said  Sebastian  be- 
ing a  Spanish  pensiioDer  while  holding  his  office 
aforesaid,  io  which  report  there  were  circumstan- 
ces implicaring  Harry  Inoe^,  a  District  Judge  of 
the  United  States  in  and  for  the  Kentucky  dis- 
trict, as  detailed  by  himself  when  called  oo  as  a 
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witness  oo  the  part  of  tliis  Commonwealib  a^aioitt 
the  said  Sebastian  ;  and  these  circumstances,  in 
the  conduct  of  the  said  Harry  Innes,  are  deemed 
sufficient,  by  the  present  General  AssemUjr,  to 
call  forth  the  public  expressiou  of  their  opiaioo : 
Therefore, 

Ae«o/«ea  by  the  Smaie  and  Bourn  of  Hepre- 
Mtito/«n»,  That  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  instituted 
by  the  constituted  authority  into  the  conduct  of 
thesaid  Judjce  looes;  and,  also, 

RetUted,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  to  each  of  the  RepresentatiTrs  of  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  a  copy 
of  said  report,  as  also  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
Joshua  Barbee  to  the  said  Judge  Inoes,  dated' 
DaDTille,  January  4,  1807,  together  with  these 
resolutions,  to  be  laid  by  them  before  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  Cougress,  aud  that  our  said 
Represeotatires  from  this  State  do  request  an 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  the  eoodact  of  uid  Judge 
lanes. 

HENRY  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  Houtt  of  Repi. 
GREEN  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  SenaUj  pro  tern, 
Approred,  February  19, 1808. 

CHRISTOPHER  GREENUP. 
Chmemor  of  Kentucky, 
By  the  QoTernor : 
Alfred  W.  Gratsom,  Secr^ary. 
I.  William  C.  Greenup,  Secretary  of  the  Slate 
of  Kentucky,  do  certify  the  foregoing  to  he  R  true 
copy  from  the  origioaf  enrolled  resolatioa  filed  in 
my  office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  this 
26th  day  of  February,  1808. 

WilXIAM  C.  GREENUP. 

Ovpj  of  a  letter  frem  Jothua  Bazbee  to  Judge  lunes. 

Danville,  Januaiy  4,  1807. 

Sir:  In  answer  io  yours  of  the  10th  ultimo, 
wherein  you  say  a  piece  bad  appeared,  addressed 
particularly  to  you,  in  the  "Westero  World,"  and, 
among  other  thion,  had  charged  you  with  being 
instrumental  in  aiding  and  sending  three  men 
with  secret  despatches  for  General  Wilkinson  to 
New  Orleans,  in  the  Spring  of  1788,  in  a  canoe, 
I  have  to  observe  that,  at  your  instance,  I  went  to 
Wilkinson's  about  the  1st  of  March,  1788;  that 
be  employed  me  to  go  in  a  caooe  with  two  others 
to  New  Orleans;  ibat  we  left  bis  house  iu  Wood- 
ford county,  and  took  water  at  General  Scott's, 
■bout  the 20th  of  thr  same  mouth  ;  ibat  we  went 
to  New  Orleans,  and  while  there,  I  delivered  let- 
ters or  packets  to  the  Quvernor  and  Daniel  Clark, 
DOW  deceased,  bavioe  on  our  way  down  called  at 
Natchez,  where  I  defivered  one  to  the  command- 
ant at  that  post ;  that  these  letters  or  packets 
(whichever  tbey  were)  were  banded  to  me,  and, 
I  believe,  written  by  Wilkinson. 

You  request  me  to  state  particularly  what 
agency  you  had,  if  any,  with  the  business;  also 
whether  there  were  any  secret  injunctions  given 
me  by  you,  in  your  presence,  or  by  any  other  per- 
lOQ.   The  only  agency  that  I  know  of  was  that 


of  informing  me  ihat  Wilkioson  wanted  to  em- 
ploy a  person,  on  whom  dependence  might  be 
placed,  to  make  tbe  tour  aforesaid,  and  that,  if  I 
was  disposed  to  be  employed,  I  must  go  to  Wil- 
kinson and  make  my  bargain  with  him;  after 
which  I  do  not  recollect  our  speaking  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and,  as  to  the  secret  injunctions,  if  I  had 
any,  they  were  not  given  by  you  nor  in  your 
presence,  consequently  not  pertinent  to  yoor 
case. 

It  having  become  too  common  to  publish  letters 
of  this  kina,and,  wiihont  an  objection  being  made 
known  to  you,  ibis  might  make  its  appearance  in 
a  newspaper ;  I  cannot  consent  to  this  letter  be- 
ing published,  as  I  have  objections  to  my  name 
becoming  ibe  subject  of  comment  and  animad- 
version.  I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c. 

JOSHUA  BARBEE. 
A  copy.  Attest :  * 

William  C.  Grebnop,  Secretary. 

State  of  Kehtockt,  m.* 

I,  Christopher  Greenup,  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth aforesaid,  do  certify  all  whom  it  may 
concern,  that  William  C.  Greenup,  Esquire,  who 
attests  the  resolutions  respecting  an  inquiry  to  be 
made  into  the  conduct  of  the  Hon.  Harry  looes. 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  for  the  District  of 
Kentucky,  was,  at  the  time  of  attesting  the  same, 
and  stilt  is,  the  Secretary  of  State  aforesaid,  duly 
commissioned  and  sworn. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  seal  of 
the  said  Commonwealth  to  be  affixed  to  these 
prettenls. 

Given  under  my  band,  at  Frankfort,  this  27th 
day  of  February,  A.  D.  1808,  and  in  thesiiteentlt 
vearof  the  Coramonwealib. 

CHRISTOPHER  GREENUP. 
By  the  Governor : 
William  C.  Gheendp,  Secretary. 

State  of  Kentucky. 
In  the  Hou$e  of  Itepreeentatite*, 
December  6,  1806. 

Mr.  Pope,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  charges  against  Benjamin  Se- 
bastian, one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal, reported  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

Tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  in- 
formation communicated  to  the  House,  charging 
Judge  Sebastian,  with  having  received  a  pension 
from  tbe  Spanish  Government,  hare  had  tbe  same 
under  consideration,  and  report  that  they  have 
with  eircnmspeciioD  and  attention,  examined  the 
various  evidence  brought  before  them,  which  is  as 
foUuws : 

The  evidence  given  on  the  injuiry  info  the  choree 
againBt  Benjamin  Sebaatian,  Esquire,  one  of  the 
Midges  of  the  Kentucky  Court  of  ApoeaU,  Before 
a  special  committee,  appmnttd  oy  the  Houte  of 
Repretentativea  for  that  pufpote,  on  the  27M  tU^  qT 
Mwmier,  1806. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bullitt,  of  lawful  age,  being  first 
duly  sworn,  deposed :  that,  in  tbe  year  1800  or 
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1801,  he  was  spoken  to  by  Judfte  Sebastian  to  re- 
ceive moDey  for  bim  at  New  OrleaQf,  which,  he 
said,  was  coming  to  him  annually,  and,  upon  his, 
the  said  Bullitt,  afreein^  to  do  so,  Judge  Sebas- 
tian gave  a  draught  on  Don  Andre  Arinisto,  not 
u  an  officer,  but  to  the  form  which  draughts  are 
commonly  drawn  for  laoney,  without  a  consider- 
ation stated;  which  draught  be  forwarded  by  a 
Mr.  Smith,  and  was  paid  off;  and  that  Judge  Se- 
bastian informed  him  that  he  drew  two  thousand 
dollars  aoDuatly,  for  life,  in  consequence  of  bis, 
the  laid  Sebastian,  having  been  actire  in  some 
commercial  arrangements  with  the  Spanish  Gor- 
emment,  and  the  people  of  the  Western  country  ; 
and  that,  in  the  year  1802,  he  also  got  a  second 
draught  from  Judge  Sebastian  for  two  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  presented  and  paid.  He  also 
said  thai  he  had  seen  a  letter  from  GoTernor  Ca- 
rondeletto  Judge  Sebastian,  requesting  him,  the 
said  Sebastian,  to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  to 
meet  Gayoso  at  Madrid,  which  letter  was  dated 
previous  to  the  draughts,  and,  in  consequence  of 
which  letter,  Jgilge  Sebastiaq  said  he  was  induc- 
ed to  take  his  first  trip  tu  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Bul- 
litt, upon  being  interrogated  whether  this  letter 
did  outgo  to  implicate  Judge  Sebastian,  as  on  of- 
ficer under  Spain  ?  he  answered  in  (he  negative. 
Mr.  Bullitt  also  stated  that  Judge  Sebastian  told 
him  that,  while  be  was  making  those  commercial 
arrangements,  for  which  he  became  entitled  to  the 
annuity,  a  courier  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  giving 
information  of  the  negotiation  of  peace  between 
America  and  Spain,  which  put  a  stop  to  the  ar- 
rangements. Mr.  Bullitt  was  also  interrogated 
whether  or  not  the  anouity  spoken  of  was  in  con- 
sequence of  any  moneyed  or  property  considera- 
tion t  He  answered  that  be  understood  that  it 
wad  in  consequence  of  Judge  Sebastian's  own 
personal  services,  in  bringing  about  the  before* 
mentioned  commercial  arrangements. 

Bzamioed  and  signed  by 

THOMAS  BULLITT. 

Mr.  Charles  Wilkins,  being  duly  sworn,  depo- 
seth  :  that  in  the  fall  oil804,  he  went  to  Natchez, 
and  on  examining  the  papers  of  John  A.  Seiiz,  de- 
ceased, deposited  in  the  house  of  J.  &,G.  Wilkins, 
at  Natchez,  found  among  them  a  draught  on  "the 
Spaoish  Governor  at  New  Orleans,  or  any  other 
person  authorized,  drawn  by  Benjamin  Sebastian, 
for  the  amount  of  bis,  the  said  Benjamin  Sebas- 
tian's pension,"  but  did  not  recollect  the  date  of 
the  draught.  Mr.  Wilkins  being  interrogated 
vhether  or  not  the  word  "  pension"  was  made 
use  of  in  the  draught?  he  answered  that  be  was 
confident  it  was.  Mr.  Wilkins  was  also  asked  if 
Don  Andre  Armisto  was  not  the  Secretary  of  the 
Colony  of  Louisiana?  he  answered  that  be  was. 
It  was  also  inquired  of  Mr.  Wilkins,  if  the  hand- 
writing of  the  draught,  and  the  letter  produced  by 
him,  did  not  appear  to  be  the  same?  he  also  an- 
swered that  it  did  appear  to  be  the  same. 

Bxamined  and  signed  by 

CHARLES  WILKINS. 

The  letter  referred  to  ia  the  foregoing  deposi 


tion,  is  in  the  following  words  and  figures,  to 

wit: 

LoDtsviLLE,  Feb.  18, 1804. 
Dear  Sir:  The  intelligence  of  your  having 
safety  arrived  at  Natchez  about  a  month  ago,  gave 
me  very  considerable  pleasure,  not  only  because 
yon  were  thus  far  secure  from  the  dangers  of  a 
bazardoos  voyage,  but  also  that  you  would  soon 
have  it  in  your  power  to  determine  whether  the 
application  to  be  made  oo  my  account  would  be 
productive  or  not.  As  this  subject  is  all-import- 
ant to  me,  and,  of  course,  I  feel  considerable  soli- 
citude about  it,  the  sooner  you  can  inform  me  of 
the  true  situation  of  the  business  the  belter;  for 
if  you  succeed,  I  shall  be  eased  of  a  great  weight 
of  anxiety  ;  and  if  you  do  not,  I  must  immediate- 
ly make  the  necessary  preparations  to  descend 
the  river  myself  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
proof  of  my  situation,  and  lay  a  statement  of  the 
business  before  the  Minister.  If  the  person  who 
was  authorized  to  have  transacted  this  afiair  in 
New  Orleans  should  be  gone  hence  before  you 
arrive  there,  it  is  probable  the  application  must  be 
made  at  the  Havana;and  if  this  idea  hadsu^esi- 
ed  itself  to  you,  I  have  flattered  myself  that  that 
circumstance  would  hasten  your  departure  from 
Natchez;  or  that  you  would  devise  some  mode 
whereby  application  at  New  Orleans  might  be 
made^  through  the  agency  of  some  confidential 
person. 

Accept  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  prosperity 
and  happioess,  of  your  sincere  friend  and  hunciw 
servant,  BEN.  SEBASTIAN. 

Messrs.  Joseph  H.  Daviess,  Thomas  BuUit^ 
John  AUeo,  and  John  Pope,  proved  that  the  body 
and  signature  of  the  said  letter  were  in  the  ban^ 
writing  of  Judge  Sebastian. 

Mr.  James  T.  Martin,  being  duly  sworn,  depo- 
sed as  follows :  Id  the  year  1806, 1  received,  from 
tbeaffent  of  Messrs.  John  and  Charles  Wilkins,  at 
Natchez,  a  trunk,  delivered  to  me  as  tbe  property 
of  tbe  late  John  A.  Seitz,  who  died  at  New  Or- 
leans, in  July,  1805.  The  trunk  contained  a  num- 
ber of  papers  relative  to  tbe  concern  of  said 
Seitz  ;  among  which  I  discovered  a  draught  siga- 
ed  "  Sebastian"  as  the  drawer ;  but  I  did  not  know 
the  hand-writiog  of  Judge  Sebastian,  nor  am  I 
confident  that  it  was  signed  Benjamin  Sebastian  ^ 
but  I  recollect  perfectly  the  substance  of  tbe  ad- 
dress of  the  draught  is  contained,  and  I  believe 
expressed,  in  the  following  words :  *'  To  the  pro- 
per officer  in  tbe  Spanish  Government  forpaying^ 
off  such  claims." 

The  trunk  that  contained  the  above  paper,  I 
forwarded  to  John  Clay.in  New  Orleans,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1805,  accompanied  with  a  letter,  iu  whicb 
I  requested  him,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  to  give  it 
the  first  conveyance  to  Mr.  Francis  West.  o7  Phil- 
adelphia. JAMES  T.  MARTIN. 

Before  the  Committee  on  the  inqniiy  into  the  chaiye 
against  Judge  ^basttan. 

November  23, 1806,  A..M. 

Mr.  Thouas  Bdllitt  was  again  called  upon> 
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and  slated  od  oath,  as  follows :  that  the  letter  spo- 
ken of  jresterday  by  him  from  the  Baroo  of  Car- 
ondelet  to  Judge  Sebwtian,  vas  on  the  subject  of 
commercial  arrangemeDts,  and  that  the  name  of 

Mr.  Innes,  Mr.  Nicholas,  and  some  other  person 
not  recollected,  were  in  it;  and  who  were  re- 
quested, jointly  with  Judge  Sebasliao,  to  appoint 
an  ageoi  or  agents  to  meet  Gayoso  at  Madrid  j 
and  that  commercial  arraogemeots  appeared  to 
be  the  only  object  of  that  letter;  and  that  Judge 
Sebastian  informed  him,  that  he,  the  satd  Sebas* 
tian,  insisted  on  the  articles  of  ibeir  commercial 
arrangements  being  signed,  stating  that  the  treary 
might  not  be  ratified;  and,  if  it  was  not,  they 
would  have  their  operation  ;  and,  if  it  was,  they 
would  do  DO  barm.  Tlie  Oover nor  answered,  he 
would  not  do  anything  further  in  the  business. 

Examined  and  signed  by 

THOMAS  BULLITT. 

His  Excellency  C.  Greenup,  Esq.,  was  duly 
sworn,  and  deposed  ss  follows:  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  Judge  Sebastian's  receiving  money 
from  tne  Spanish  Government  until  yesterday, 
on  the  receipt  of  Judge  Sebastian's  resignation,  in 
which  he  slated  the  commercial  arrangements, 
and  the  money  which  he  had  received  in  conse- 
quence of  them;  but  he  saw  a  memorial  in  1799 
or  1800,  concerniDg  a  negotiation  with  Spain  for 
a  grant  of  land,  in  which  memorial  some  expres- 
sions were  contained  like  ilie following:  That  the 
memorialists  were  dissatisfied  with  their  Govern- 
nient,  and  were  more  pleased  with  the  mild  and 
pacific  Government  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  j  and 
that  Jud^e  Sebastian  told  him  that  the  Baron  of 
Carondelet  assured  him,  the  said  Sebastian,  that 
upon  a  proper  company  being  formed  a  grant  of 
land  would  be  made  to  them. 

Examined  and  signed, 

CHRISTOPHER  GREENUP, 

Mr.  RicBARO  Steele  was  aUo  duly  sworn,  and 
deposed,  that  the  memorial  alluded  to  by  Governor 
Qreenup  was  drawn  up  by  Jud^  Sebastian,  as 
he  eonceiTed  from  the  handwriting  and  eonver- 
satton  which  he  had  had  with  Juage  Sebastian 
on  thai  subject;  and  that  he,  as  one  of  the  com- 
paoyj  did  refuse  to  have  any  thing  further  to  do 
with  It,  in  consequence  of  its  stating  that  the  memo- 
rialists were  dissatisfied  with  the  Government  of 
their  country,  and  were  more  pleased  with  the 
Government  of  Spain  ;  which  expressions  were 
afterwards,  at  a  meeting  of  the  company,  expun- 
ged ;  and  that  Judge  Sebastian  refused  to  be  their 
agent,  or  to  have  any  more  to  do  with  it,  in  con- 
sequeoce  of  those  expressions  in  the  memorial  be- 
ing stricken  out.  Mr.  Steele  also  stated  that 
Messrs.  Grayson,  of  Bardstown;  A.  Steele,  of 
Shelby  ville ;  Doctor  P.  Ridgely.now  of  Woodford 
county }  and  the  late  John  A.  Seilz,  then  of  Lex- 
ington, are  directors;  and  that  upon  Judge  Sebas- 
tian's withdrawing  from  the  company,  Doctor 
John  Watkins  was  appointed  agent  to  carry  the 
scheme  into  effect. 

Examined  and  signed  by      R.  STEELE. 


Mr.  WiHQiBLD  BiJLLOor,  being  also  sworn, 
deposed,  that  he  was  one  of  the  memorialisrs  spo- 
ken of  bv  Mr.  Steele,  and  at  a  meetioe  of  a  eom- 

Saoy  held  at  Frankfort,  previous  to  tne  one  allu- 
ed  to  by  Mr.  Steele,  it  was  proposed  to  strike 
out  of  the  memorial  the  expressions  of  their  be- 
ing dissatisfied  with  their  Government,  and  were- 
more  pleased  with  that  of  Spain ;  which  pro* 
position  was  warmly  opposed  by  Judge  Sebas- 
tian ;  and  upon  which  he  withdrew  bis  name,  and 
had  tioihing  more  to  do  with  the  company. 

Mr.  Daniel  WEisioeK  being  also  duly  sworn 
deposed  that  he  was  administrator  with  the  Hon. 
Harry  Innes.  of  the  late  Samuel  M.  Brown,  de- 
ceased, and  then  Judge  Sebastian  had  a  claim 
,  against  the  estate  of  said  Brown,  amounting  to 
about  $1,500,  which  be,  the  said  Sebastian,  in- 
formed him  was  sent  by  some  person  from  New 
Orleans,  for  the  support  and  education  of  his  son, 
then  at  Judge  Sebastian's,  over  whom  Judge  Se- 
bastian had  the  control ;  and  that  a  Mr.  Griffith, 
who  came  up  from  New  Orleans  with  the  said 
Brown's  boat,  accounted  to  Judge  Sebastian  for 
$300,  part  of  said  $l,5(nl;  and  the  balance  remained 
unaccounted  for,  as  the  estate  of  Brown  was  in- 
sol  vent. 

The  deposition  of  Hahbt  Inmes,  who  being 
sworn,  deposeth,  and  answereth  to  the  following 

questions: 

Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  of  Mr.  Sebastian's 
receivmg  money  from  the  Spanish  Government, 
or  of  anv  officer  of  that  Government,  and  at  what 
lime?  '  ' 

Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  n^otiatioa 
which  was  entered  into,  or  attempted,  by  Mr. 
Sebastian  and  the  Spanish  Government  at  New 
Orleans,  or  with  any  officer  of  that  Government  ? 
If  you  have,  depose  to  these  facts. 

Answer  to  the  first  interrogatory.  The  depo- 
nent saith  he  bad  very  little  knowledge ;  and  that 
the  first  intimation  which  he  ever  received  upon 
that  subject  was  from  Mr.  Wilkins,  in  Lexington, 
some  time  in  August  last;  that  as  Mr.  Wiikios 
has  deposed  to  the  fact,  and  anything  detailed  by 
this  deponent  as  coming  from  that  gentleman 
would  be  hearsay,  the  deponent  conceives  it  im- 
proper to  relate  it;  that  Mr.  Wilkins  informed 
this  deponent  uf  a  letter  signed  by  Mr.  Sebastian, 
which  he  had  in  his  possession,  and  which  be 
found  among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Seitz,  relative  to 
a  money  transaction,  which  he  promised  to  show 
this  depotient,  and  give  him  a  copy ;  that  the  next 
day  Mr.  Wilkins  showed  the  origmal  letter,  which 
was  signed  by  Mr.  Sebastian's  name,  but  had  no 
direction,  it  being  supposed  to  have  gone  under  a 
cover ;  which  letter,  this  deponent,  from  his  know- 
ledge of  Mr.  Sebastian's  handwriting,  believes  to 
be  his ;  and  Mr.  Wilkins  gave  the  promised  copy, 
after  comparing. 

This  deponent  further  slates  that  he  had  no  com- 
munication with  Mr.  Sebastian,  after  receiving 
the  said  copy,  till  the  Saturday  of  the  first  week 
of  the  session  of  the  court  of  appeals,  in  October 
last,  when,  in  an  interview  in  this  town,  this  de- 
ponent mentioned  the  information  he  had  received 
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(torn  Mr.  WilkiDs  respecting  the  bill  for  a  pen- 
sion, and  showed  him  a  copy  of  the  letier.  Mr. 
■Sebastiaa  read  ibe  letter ;  said  he  had  no  recoilec- 
tioD  of  having  wriiten  such  a  letter,  and  acknow- 
ledged that  he  bad  given  Mr.  Seiiz  the  billj  ant* 
then  observed  that  the  pension  bad  been  given  to 
him  in  coosegueDce  of  the  btisioess  which  induced 
him  to  go  to  New  Orleans  in  1795. 

Answer  to  the  second  question.  I  have.  But, 
before  this  deponent  proceeds  to  answer  the  ques- 
tion, he  requests  to  be  indulged  with  making  some 

ftreliminary  observations  on  the  Mate  of  the  pub- 
ic mind  in  this  country,  in  the  year  1794,  respect- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.    This  de- 

fionent  observes  that  it  roust  be  known  and  recol- 
ected  by  some  of  the  committee,  the  violent  beat 
that  pervaded  this  State,  arising  from  the  publica- 
tions and  proceedings  of  the  Democratic  Society 
in  Lexington  and  soroe  other  places ;  that  it  must 
be  known  and  recollected  that  the  French  Minis- 
ter (Genet)  had  sent  his  emissaries  to  this  State 
to  excite  the  people  of  Kentucky  to  offensive  mea- 
sures against  the  Spanish  prorinee  of  Louisiana; 
that  officers  were  appointed  |p  command  an  army 
to  be  raised  for  that  purpose,  and  that  report  said 
it  was  to  consist  of  two  thou5and  men.  The  truth 
of  these  facts  the  deponent  has  no  doubt  can,  if 
necessary,  be  proved;  and  this  deponent  is  of  opin- 
ion that  the  proceedings  of  the  people  in  the  West- 
ern country  induced  Spain  to  accede  to  the  treaty 
at  the  time  she  did. 

The  deponent  further  states  thai  such  was  the 
heat  of  the  public  mind  at  that  period,  respecting 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  that  he  avoided 
all  the  meetings  of  the  democratic  societies,  lest 
their  measures  should  lead  to  acts  which  would 
attract  the  notice  of  the  General  Government, 
and  prosecutions  be  instituted,  which  could  only 
be  done  in  the  court  in  which  this  deponent 
presides. 

That  this  deponent  is  convinced  that  the  anx- 
iety which  appeared  to  pervade  this  State  at  that 
period,  as  expressed  by  the  democratic  societies, 
induced  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
send  a  messenger  (to  wit,  Colonel  James  Innes) 
to  this  State,  to  communicate,  through  the  Ex- 
ecutive, to  the  people  of  Kentucky,  the  situation 
of  the  pending  negotiation  between  the  United 
Slates  and  Spain  respecting  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi;  that  the  messenger  arrived  in  this 
place  on  the  25th  day  of  December.  1794,  and  in 
the  course  of  that  winter  made  a  communication 
to  Governor  Shelby,  and  that  this  communication 
quieted  the  public  mind  for  the  present;  that  the 
harvest  of  1795  was  very  abundant,  and  in  the 
fait  of  that  year  a  general  murmur  pervaded  the 
people  of  (his  country  respecting  their  crops,  on 
sccount  of  the  probability  of  having  no  opportu- 
nity of  exporting  their  produce  the  ensuing  sea- 
son; that  some  time  in  November,  or  early  in 
December,  1795,  this  deponent  am)  William  Mur- 
ray, Esq.,  received  a  letier  from  Mr.  Sebastian, 
requesting*  us  to  meet  him  at  Colonel  George 
Nicholas's  hoase,  in  Mercer  county,  on  a  day 
stated  in  the  letier,  observing  that  he  had  bust- 
nesi  of  importance  to  commonicale,  which  re- 


lated to  us  all.  This  deponent  and  Mr.  Mutny 
went  lo  Colonel  Nichola:>'t:,  wbvre  we  were  ntet, 
agreeably  to  appointment,  by  Mr.  Sebastian,  who 
i'Ubmit^d  to  us  a  letter  he  received  from  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  then  Governor  of  Louisiana, 
to  which  (his  deponent  refer^  and  makes  a  pan 
of  this  deposition,  i  n  the  words  and  figures  fotlow- 
ing: 

New  Orleans^  July  16, 1795^ 
Sib:  The  confidence  reposed  in  you  byinf 
predecessor,  Brigadier  General  Mtro,  and  you 
former  correspondence  with  him,  bate  induced 
me  to  make  a  cotumunicaiion  to  you  highly  in- 
teresting to  the  country  in  which  you  live  and  b> 
Louisiana. 

His  Majesty,  being  willing  to  open  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  MissisKippi  to  the  people  of  the  Wert- 
ern  country,  and  being  also  desiious  lo  eatabtith 
certaio  regulations,  reciprocally  beneficial  to  tlw 
commerce  of  both  countries,  has  ordered  melo 
proceed  on  ihe  business,  and  lo  effect,  in  a  wtf 
the  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Wektem 
country,  his  beoevoteot  design. 

I  have,  therefore,  made  this  communicatioa  to 
you,  in  expectation  that  you  will  procure  ageott 
to  be  chosen  and  fully  empowered  by  the  peo^ 
of  yuar  country  to  nesotiate  with  Colonel  Oay- 
oso  on  the  subject,  at  New  Madrid,  whom  1  shall 
send  there  in  October  next,  properly  authoring 
for  that  purpose,  with  directions  to  costiauein 
that  place,  or  its  vicinity,  until  the  arrival  of  yooi 
agents. 

I  am,  by  information,  well  acquainted  wilhtke 
character  of  some  of  the  most  respectable  inhalR' 
tan  ts  of  Kentucky,  particularly  of  Innes,  Nicbolai) 
and  Murray,  to  whom  t  wish  you  to  communictte 
the  purport  of  ibis  address;  and,  should  yoaaDd 
those  gentlemen  think  the  object  of  it  as  import- 
ant as  I  do,  you  will  duubtless  accede,  withoot 
hesitation,  to  the  proposition  I  have  made  of  cod- 
ing a  delegation  of  your  countrymen,  sufficieitlf 
authorized  to  treat  on  a  subject  which  so  deeplf 
involves  the  interest  of  both  our  countries. 

I  remain,  with  every  esteem  and  regard,tir 
your  most  obedient,  bumble  servant. 

THE  BARON  OF  CARONDELET. 

Louisiana,  Juhj  19, 1807. 
The  deponent  further  states,  that,  after  deliber- 
ating on  the  contents  of  the  letter,  it  was  the  unaii- 
imous  opinion  of  the  four  persons  referred  to  in 
the  letter,  that,  from  the  situation  of  the  pendini; 
Treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  of 
which  no  communication  had  been  received  for 
nearly  twelve  monihs,  and  the  uncertainly  when 
it  would  tprminaie;  that,  as  it  was  a  suliject  in 
which  all  the  Western  people  were  greatly  inter- 
ested ;  that,  as  it  had  excited  great  heat  in  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  this  country;  thai,  as  we 
bad  no  power  to  appoint  agents  lo  meet  Coload 
Gayoso,  as  was  requested ;  that,  ander  these  ex- 
isting cirrutnstanees,  ii  nroold  not  be  prudeatto 
communicate  the  subject-matter  ofihe  letier;  ye^ 
that  it  was  advisable  to  know  what  was  ibe  ob- 
ject of  the  Spanish  Government  n  pon  that  import- 
ant  lubjecl.  To  accomplish  this  object,  it  was 
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thought  advisable  that, as  the  communication  was 
made  to  Mr.  Sebastian,  he  ought  lo  meet  Colouel 
Gayoso ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  opinion,  Mr. 
Sebastian  descended  the  Ohio.  On  Mr.  Sebas- 
tian's return  from  New  Orleans,  in  1796,  he  in- 
formed this  deponent  that  Colonel  Gayoso  was  at 
the  mouth  of  tlie  Ohio  rirer,  waiting  an  answer 
to  the  Baron's  letter  ;  that  the  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther induced  them  to  go  to  New  Madrid,  where  a 
conference  took  place  on  the  subject  of  the  letter; 
that,  among  the  conces«ion9  which  were  stipu- 
lated, Gayoso  proposed  to  reduce  the  duly  of  six 
per  cent,  import  and  six  per  cent  export,  amount- 
ing to  twelve  per  cent.,  to  four  per  cent. ;  that  he 
(Mr.  Sebastian  )  insisted  that  as  the  Spanish  Got- 
crnment  had  come  forward  upon  the  principle  of 
conciliating  the  people  of  the  Western  country, 
no  duly  ought  to  be  exacted  from  them,  because 
tbey  claimed  as  a  right  ihe  free  and  undisturbed 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Finding  Gay- 
oso fixed  and  immoveable  on  that  point,  he  pro- 
posed to  go  to  New  Orleans  and  refer  the  point  in 
dispute  lo  the  Governor  General,  which  being 
acceded  to.  he  descended  the  river  to  New  Orleans 
with  Colonel  Gayoso.  Upon  their  arrival  at  New 
Orleans,  the  Governor  bad  a  private  interview 
with  Mr.  Sebastian,  and  requested  information  as 
to  the  point  in  dispute  between  him  and  Colonel 
Gfayoso.  Mr.  Sebastian  stated  the  demand  of  four 
per  cent,  import;  to  which  the  Governor  replied, 
that  Colonel  Gayoso  was  wrong.and  that  he  would 
release  it,  as  the  plan  was  altogether  conciliatory; 
bat  observed  that  he  was  then  pressed  by  public 
basiness,  yet  would  attend  to  bim  on  a  particular 
day,  which  he  named;  that, a  da^yor  two  preced- 
ing the  time  fixed  for  the  interview,  be  received 
a  message  to  immediately  wait  on  the  Governor. 
Upon  repairing  to  the  Government  honse,  the 
Governor  informed  him  that  a  courier  had  arrived 
froin  the  Havana,  informing  that  a  Treaty  of 
Friendship,  Limits,  and  Navigation  had  been  en- 
tered into  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
ted Siate.0,  which  put  an  end  to  their  business; 
that  Mr.  Sebastian  then  showed  this  deponent  a 
paper,  in  bis  handwriting,  containing  the  conces- 
sions which  had  been  stipulated  by  Gayoso,  and 
which  he  believes  is  the  .same  paper  now  in  his 
hands,  and  here  presented  to  the  committee,  which 
is  in  the  words  and  figures  following: 

**Ht8  Catholic  Majesty  having  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  relative  situation  of  his  province  of 
Louisiana  and  its  dependencies,  and  thar  part  of 
the  United  States  of  America  lying  west  of  the 
Apalachian  mountains,  and  being  of  opinion  that 
a  commercial  intercourse  between  the  two  coun- 
tries will  be  productive  of  the  harmony  and  recip- 
rocal interest  thereof,  has  been  pleased  to  concede 
to  the  people  of  the  said  Western  country,  during 
his  pleasure,  the  fallowing  privileges: 

The  people  of  the  Western  country  shall 
henceforth  freely  use,  and  exclusively  enjoy,  for 
the  purposes  of  commerce,  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Mi.^sissippi,  and  all  the  ports  and  places  tbere- 
oa  under  the  Government  of  His  Catholic  Majes- 
ty, subject  to  the  same  regulations  and  restric- 
tions,aod  no  other,by  which  the  commerce  of  the 


subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  is  now  governed. 
And  whereas,  the  people  of  the  said  Western  coun- 
try are  now  subject  to  the  payment  of  six  per  cent, 
ad  valorem  on  all  the  produce  of  the  said  Western 
country  imported  into  the  Government  of  Louisi- 
ana and  its  dependencies,  and  also  to  the  payment 
of  the  same  duly  on  the  exportation ;  and  His  Ma- 
jesty being  willing  to  remove  every  obstacle  to 
that  friendly  intercourse  which  he  is  desirous  lo 
establish  and  maintain  with  the  said  Western  peo- 
ple, docs  hereby  concede  that  the  said  Western 
people  shall  hereafter  be  subject  to  the  payment 
of  a  duty  of  four  per  cent,  only,  whether  the  prod- 
uce imported  be  disposed  of  in  the  markets  of  Lou- 
isiana, or  exported  to  foreign  markets;  and  that 
the  duty  to  be  thus  paid  by  the  said  Western  peo- 
ple shall  be  regulated  by  the  valuation  of  their 
produce  hereto  annexed. 

"  2.  That  there  may  be  no  obstruction  or  im- 
pediment to  the  fullest  and  most  advantageous 
enjoyment  of  the  privileges  hereby  ffranied  to  the 
people  of  the  said  Western  country  l>y  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  such  of  the  Western  people  as  may 
choose  to  reside  in  the  Government  of  Louisiana 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  commerce,  shall 
henceforth  be  permitted  to  acquire,  by  purchase 
or  otherwise,  both  real  and  personal  property  in 
any  port  or  place  on  the  paid  river  Mississippi,  or 
at  any  other  place  within  the  Government  of  the 
said  province  of  Louisiana  and  its  dependencies, 
and  shall  be  protected  by  the  said  Government  in 
the  enjoyment  thereof;  the  said  residents  being 
amenable  during  their  residence  to  the  same  lawa 
and  regulations  by  which  ibe  subjects  of  the  said 
province  are  governed;  and  should  the  said  resi- 
dents or  any  of  them  die  in  the  said  province,  or 
think  proper  to  remove  to  the  United  States  or 
elsewhere,  their  properly,  both  real  and  personal, 
shall  in  the  first  case  be  disposed  of  according  to 
the  will  of  the  decedent,  and,  where  no  will  lias 
been  made,  shall  descend  io  and  be  distributed 
among  the  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased, 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  said  province,  and  in 
the  last  case  (he  removing  resident  shall  have  the 
liberty  of  disposing  of  the  absolute  estate,  in  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  property  which  he  has 
either  carried  to.  or  acquired  in  the  said  province, 
and  to  transport  the  proceeds  thereof  free  from 
duty  to  any  part  of  the  world. 

"  3.  His  Catholic  Majesty,  to  evince  to  the  said 
Western  people  his  disposition  to  encourage  the 
commerce  of  their  country,  hereby  permits  them, 
when  they  cannot  get  a  satisfactory  market  for 
their  produce  in  the  province  of  Louisiana  or  its 
dependencies,  to  export  the  same  to  the  Havana, 
or  to  any  other  port  or  place  either  in  the  United 
Stales  or  Europe,  and  the  said  produce  being  ex- 
ported to  the  Havana  or  to  any  of  the  said  ports 
in  the  Spanish  dominions,  having  paid  the  duty 
in  the  province  of  Louisiana,  and  the  proprietor 
thereof  taking  from  the  proper  officer  in  the  said 
province  authentic  documents  of  the  payment, 
shall  not  again  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  any 
duty  in  any  port  or  place  in  the  saiu  Spanish  do- 
minions to  which  the  said  produce  shall  be  ex- 
ported ;  but  the  same  may  be  disposed  of  in  such 
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port  or  place  under  the  same  rules  and  regulatioDS 
which  at  present  govern  the  disposal  of  the  pro- 
dace  of  Louisiana. 

"4.  To  prevent  any  misconstructtoQ  or  impro- 
per use  of  the  pririleges  hereby  granted,  it  is  ex- 
plicitly declared  that  the  importation  of  all  articles 
of  commerce,  of  what  nature  or  descri|Hioo  soever, 
which  are  not  actually  the  production  of  the  said 
Western  coootry,  is  absolutely  prohibited ;  and  if 
aoy  person  shall  hereafter  attempt,  under  any  pre- 
text whatsoever,  to  introduce  into  the  province  of 
Louisiana  and  its  dependencies  down  the  Missis- 
sippi the  products  or  manufactures  of  any  other 
country,  (ualcss  specially  permitted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment) the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  con- 
traband, and  liable  lo  seizure. 

"5.  As  the  commutation  of  the  products  of  one 
country  for  those  of  another  is  the  foundation  of 
commerce,  His  Majesty,  in  order  to  e!:labliEh  that 
reciprocity  of  interest  between  his  dominions  and 
the  said  Western  country,  without  which  no  com- 
mercial intercourse  can  be  permanent,  will  eau^e 
a  preference  to  be  always  given  in  his  markets  to 
the  products  of  the  Western  country,  and.  there 
fore,  expects  that  the  people  of  the  said  Western 
country,  acting  under  the  influence  ofthe^ame 
principle,  will,  in  the  purchase  of  such  articles  of 
commerce  as  they  may  need,  whether  foreign  or 
domestic,  prefer  his  markets  to  any  other.  And, 
as  a  further  inducement  thereto,  His  Majesty, 
contrary  to  a  long  established  rule  of  his  Oovern- 
ment,  does  henceforth  permit  the  people 'of  the 
said  Western  country  to  carry  out  of  his  domin- 
ions whatever  money  may  remain  to  them  after 
completing  their  purchase,  free  from  any  duty  or 
impost  whawoever." 

This  deponent  having  detailed  everything 
which  occurred  within  his  knowledge  respecting 
Mr.  Sebastian's  receiTiag  a  pension,  and  the  ob- 
ject which  had  induced  him  to  descend  the  Mis- 
sissippi in  the  latter  end  of  1795,  or  beginniug  of 
1796,  addressed  this  committee,  and  stated  that 
he  was  going  to  make  a  communication  which 
was  not  pertinent  to  the  subject  of  the  testimony 
be  had  already  given,  but  had  relation  to  the  same 
matter;  that  he  was  induced  to  do  it  in  conse- 
quence of  the  slanders  which  had  been  falsely 
and  lavishly  heaped  upon  him  by  the  publication's 
in  the  Western  World;  that  he  had  been  charged 
as  a  disorganizer  of  the  Government ;  that  he  had  : 
been  charged  in  an  indirect  manner  as  having  im- 
properly received  Spanish  money,  on  account  of 
his  intimacy  with  and  friendly  agency  towards 
General  Wilkinsoa  after  he  had  joined  the  array. 
To  make  (his  communication  was  a  duty  he  owed 
to  his  own  character,  and  to  the  memory  of  the 
late  Colonel  Nicholas,  whose  character  has  also 
been  attacked  in  the  Western  World;  that  he 
madd  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  to  his  country,  and  to  his  God,  that 
the  accusations  were  false;  that  the  communica- 
tion he  was  about  to  make  was  of  a  delicate 
natuje.  as  it  related  to  this  deponent,  because, 
from  the  circumstances  which  attended  it.  much 
must  depend  upon  his  own  veracity,  as  he  could 
only  prove  the  facts  by  circumstantial  evidence, 


to  wit:  the  declarations  of  Colonel  Nicholas  m 
his  lifetime  on  the  same  subject. 

This  deponent  then  proceeded  to  state,  that  a 
certain  Thomas  Power,  whom  this  deponent 
never  saw,  came  from  LoDisiaoa  in  the  Summer 
of  1797,  and  made  a  communication  to  Mr. 
Sebastian  in  writing,  which  has  reference  to  the 
same  characters  that  were  named  in  the  letter  of 
the  Baron  de  Caroodelet,  hereinbefore  inserted; 
that  Mr.  Sebastian  came  to  this  deponent's  house 
some  short  time  after  receiviog  the  communica- 
tion, and  showed  it  to  him;  upon  which  this  de- 
ponent observed  that  it  was  a  dangerous  project, 
and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced,  as  the  West- 
ern people  had  now  obtained  the  navigatioo  of 
the  Mississippi,  by  which  all  their  wishes  were 
gratified.  Mr.  Sebastian  concurred  in  sentiment, 
but  observed  that  Power  wished  a  written  answer, 
and  requested  me  to  see  Colonel  Nicholas,  saying, 
that  whatever  we  did  he  would  concur  in.  1 
promised  to  visit  the  Colonel  in  two  or  three  days. 
This  deponent  never  had  anjr  communication 
with  Mr.  Murray  upen  the  business,  nor  does  he 
know  that  Mr.  Sebastian  ever  did  inform  Mr. 
Murray  of  it. 

This  deponent  rode  to  Lexington,  and  had  a 
conference  with  Colonel  Nicholas  respecting  the 
communication  from  Power,  who  agreeing  with 
the  deponent  that  the  proposition  ought  to  be  re- 
jected, he,  Colonel  Nicholas!,  instantly  wrote  an 
answer,  which  was  copied  by  this  deponent, 
signed  by  both  of  us,  and  directed  by  me;  ihal  a 
copy  of  our  joint  answer  was  taken  possession  of 
by  me,  and  has  been  ever  since  in  my  possessiiMi, 
except  for  a  short  time  that  I  left  it  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Morrison  in  August  last,  to  have  copied, 
as  being  the  executor  and  friend  of  Colonei 
Nicholas  he  wished  to  have  a  copy;  Mr.  Morrisoa 
having  previously  informed  me  that  Colood 
Nicholas  in  bis  lifetime  had  related  all  the  cir- 
cumstances to  him,  and  that  he  had  commaaica- 
ted  it  to  James  Rests,  Esq.,  of  Pennsylvania,  when 
in  this  country,  in.  I  believe,  1798,  who  was  then 
a  Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

This  deponent,  since  making  this  communica- 
tion, recollects  that  Mr.  Sebastion  informed  him 
when  he  gave  up  the  original  rraper  to  be  submit- 
ted lo  Colonel  Nicholas,  Mr.  Power  requested  it 
to  be  returned  to  him  with  our  answer,  which 
was  done,  but  not  until  this  deponent  took  a  copy, 
which,  with  the  answer,  are  as  follows: 

"  His  Excellency  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
CommaDder-in-Chief  and  Governor  of  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty's  provincesof  West  Florida  and  La«- 
isiana,  having  communications  of  importance, 
embracing  the  interests  of  s^ld  provinces,  and  at 
the  same  time  deeply  affecting  those  of  Kentneky 
and  the  Western  eoUDtrr  in  general,  to  make  lo 
its  inhabitants,  through  the  medium  of  the  iafla- 
ential  characters  in  this  country,  and  judging  h, 
in  the  present  uncertain  and  critical  attitade  w 
politics,  highly  imprudent  and  dangerotis  to  Imf 
them  on  paper,  has  expressly  commissioned  aad 
authorized  me  to  submit  the  following  proposala 
to  the  consideration  of  Messrs.  S.  N.  I.  and  M.  aad 
also  of  such  other  gentlemen  as  may  be  potatcd 

Digilized  by  GooqIc 


2773 


APPENDIX. 


2774 


Judge  Irtnes. 


out  by  tbera,  and  to  receive  from  them  their  sen- 
timents and  determinatioD  on  the  subject. 

The  above-mentioned  gentlemen  are  im- 
mediately to  exert  all  their  influence  in  impressing 
oa  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western 
conn  try  a  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  their  with- 
drawing and  separating  themselves  from  the  Fed- 
eral Union,  ana  forming  en  independent  (Govern- 
inent  wholly  aneonnecied  with  that  of  the  Atlan- 
tic States.  To  prepare  and  dispose  the  people  for 
such  an  event,  it  will  be  necessarjr  that  the  most 
popular  and  eloquent  writers  in  this  Stale  should, 
ia  well-timed  publications,  expose,  in  the  most 
striking  point  of  view,  the  inconTeoieDces  and 
disadvantages  that  a  longer  connexion  with,  and 
dependence  on,  the  Atlantic  States  must  inevita- 
bl  Y  draw  upon  them,  and  the  great  and  innume- 
ra-ble  difiSculties  in  which  ihey  will  probably  be 
entangled  if  they  do  not  speedily  recede  from  the 
Union ;  the  benefits  they  will  certainly  reap  from 
a  secession  ought  to  be  pointed  out  in  the  most 
forcible  and  powerful  manner;  and  the  danger  of 
permitting  the  Federal  troops  to  take  possession 
of  the  posts  of  the  Mississippi,  and  thus  forming 
a  cordon  of  fortified  places  round  them,  must  be 
particularly  expatiated  upon.  In  consideration  of 
gentlemen  devoting  their  time  and  talents  to  this 
object,  His  Excellency  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
will  appropriate  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  their  use,  which  shall  be  paid  in  drafts 
on  the  royal  treasury  at  New  Orleans  ;  or,  if  more 
coDvenient.  shall  be  conveyed  at  the  expense  of 
Hi-s  Catholic  Majesty  into  this  country,  and  held 
at  their  disposal.  Moreover,  should  such  persons 
as  shall  be  instrumental  in  promotinr;  the  views 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty  hola  any  public  employ- 
ment, and  in  consequence  of  taking  an  active  part 
in  endeavoriog  to  affect  a  secession,  shall  lose  their 
emi^oyments,  a  compensation,  equal  at  least  to  the 
emoluments  of  their  office,  shall  be  made  to  them 
bjr  His  Catholic  Majesty,Iettbeir  efforts  be  crowned 
with  success,  or  terminate  in  disappointment. 

"  2.  Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, Fort  Massac  should  be  taken  possession 
of  br  the  troops  of  the  new  Qovernment,  which 
shall  be  furnished  hy  His  Catholic  Majesty,  with- 
out loss  of  time,  with  twenty  field  pieces,  with 
their  carriages  and  every  necessary  appendage,  in- 
cluding powder,  balls,  &c.,  together  with  a  num- 
ber of  small  arms  and  ammunition,  sufficient  to 
equip  the  troops  that  it  shall  be  judged  expedient 
to  raise.  The  whole  to  be  transported  at  his  ex- 
pense to  the  already  meottoned  Fort  Massac.  His 
Catholic  Majcf'ty  will  further  supply  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  fur  the  raising  and 
maintaining  the  said  troops,  which  sum  shaU  also 
be  conveyed  to,  and  delivered  at  Fort  Massac. 

**3.  The  northern  boundary  of  His  Catholic 
Majesty's  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida 
shall  be  designated  by  a  line  commencing  on  the 
Mississippi,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Yazoo,  ex- 
teodin|:  due  east  to  the  river  Confederation  or 
Tombi^bee:  Provided,  however,  that  ail  his  Maj- 
esty's foris.  ports,  or  settlements,  on  the  Confed- 
eration or  Tombigbee,  are  included  on  the  south 
of  sQch  a  line;  but  should  any  of  His  Majesty's 


forts,  ports,  or  settlements,  full  to  the  north 
of  said  line,  then  the  northern  boundary  of  His 
Majesty's  provinces  of  East  and  West  Florida 
shall  be  designated  by  a  line  beginning  at  the  same 
point  on  the  Mississippi,  and  drawn  in  such  a  di- 
reetioo  as  to  meet  the  river  Confederation  or  Tom- 
bigbee, six  miles  to  tbe  north  of  the  most  northern 
Spanish  fort,  post,  or  settlement  on  the  said  river. 
Alt  the  lands  to  the  north  of  that  line  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  constituting  a  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
new  Government,  saving  that  small  tract  ofland  at 
the  Chickasaw  Bluffs,  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  ceded  to  His  Majesty  by  the  Chicka- 
saw nation  in  a  formal  treaty,  concluded  on  the 
spot  in  tbe  year  1795,  between  His  Excellency 
Sefior  Don  Manuel  Gayoso  De  Lemos,  Governor 
of  Natchez,  and  Augliakabee,  and  some  other 
Chickasaw  chiefs;  which  tract  ofland  His  Maj- 
esty reserves  for  himself.  The  eastern  boundary 
of  the  Floridas  shall  be  hereafter  regulated. 

"4.  His  Catholic  Majesty  wilt,  in  case  the  In- 
dian nations  sooth  of  tbe  Ohio  should  declare 
war  or  commit  hostilities  against  the  new  Gov- 
ernment, not  only  join  and  assist  it  in  repelling 
its  enemies,  but  if  said  Qovernment  shall,  at  any 
future  period,  deem  it  necessary  to  reduce  said 
Indian  nations,  extend  its  dominion  over  them, 
and  compel  them  to  submit  themselves  to  its 
Constitution  and  laws,  His  Majesty  will  heartily 
concur  and  co-operate  with  the  newGoveromeni 
in  the  most  effectual  manner  in  attaining  this  de- 
sirable end. 

"5.  His  Catholic  Majesty  will  not.  either  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  interfere  in  the  framing  of  the 
Constitution  or  laws  which  the  new  Government 
shall  think  fit  to  adopt,  nor  will  he  at  any  time, 
by  any  means  whatever,  attempt  to  lessen  the 
independence  of  the  said  Government,  or  endeavor 
to  acquire  an  undue  iofluence  in  it,'  but  will,  in 
the  manner  that  shall  hereafter  be  stipulated  by 
treaty,  defend  and  support  it  in  preserving  its 
independence. 

*'The  preceding  proposals  are  the  outlines  of  a 
proristooat  treaty,  which  His  Excellency  the 
Baron  of  Carondelet  is  desirous  of  entering  iato 
with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  country,  the 
moment  they  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  treat  for 
themselves.  Should  thev  not  meet  entirely  with 
your  apprcbatron,  and  should  you  wish  to  make 
any  alteraUoDs  in,  or  additions  to  them,  I  shall, 
on  myreturn,  if  you  think  proper  to  communicate 
them  to  me,  lay  them  before  His  Excellency, 
who  is  animated  with  a  sincere  and  ardent  desire 
to  foster  the  promising  and  rising  infant  country, 
and  at  the  same  time  promote  and  fortify  the  in- 
terests of  his  beneficent  royal  master,  in  securing, 
by  a  generous  and  disinterested  conduct,  the  grati- 
tude and  affections  of  a  just,  sensible,  and  enlight- 
ened people. 

"The  important  and  unexpected  events  that 
have  taken  place  in  Europe  since  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  concluded  on  the  27th  of  October, 
1795,  between  His  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  having  convulsed  the  gen- 
eral system  of  politics  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  wherever  its  influence  is  extended,  causmg  a 
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coUisiun  or  interests  between  nations  formerly 
living  in  the  most  perfect  unioa  and  harmony, 
and  directing  the  pulitical  Tiews  of  some  Slates 
towards  objects  the  most  remote  from  thetr  former 
pursuits,  but  none  being  so  completely  unhinged 
and  disjointed  as  the  cabinet  of  Spain,  it  may  be 
confidently  asserted,  without  incurring  the  re- 
proach of  presumption,  that  His  Catholic  Majesty 
will  not  carry  the  aboTementioDed  treaty  into 
execution;  nevertheless  the  thorough  knowledge 
1  have  of  the  Spanish  Oorernroent  justifies  me 
in  saying  that,  so  far  from  its  being  His  Majesty's 
wibh  to  exclude  the  inhabitants  of  this  Western 
conntry  from  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
or  withhotJ  from  them  any  of  the  benefits  stipu- 
lated for  them  by  the  treaty,  it  is  positively  his 
intention,  so  soon  as  they  shall  put  it  in  his  power 
to  treat  with  them,  by  declaring  themselves  inde- 

fiendeot  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  esiab- 
ishing  one  of  their  own,  to  grant  tbem  privileges 
far  more  extensive,  give  tbem  a  decided  prefer- 
ence over  the  Atlantic  States  in  his  commercial 
connexions  with  them,  and  place  tbem  in  a  situa- 
tion infinitely  more  advantaKeous,  in  ererv  point 
of  view,  than  that  in  which  they  would  find 
themselves  were  the  treaty  to  be  carried  into 
effecu" 

THOMAS  POWER. 

To  which  the  following  answer  was  returned : 
Decehbeb  I,  1806. 

"  Sir  :  We  have  seen  the  communication  made 
by  you  to  Mr.  Sebastian.  In  answer  thereto,  we 
declare  unequivocally,  that  we  will  not  be  con- 
cerned, either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  attempt 
that  may  be  made  to  separate  the  Western  coun- 
try from  the  United  States;  that  whatever  part 
we  may  nt  any  time  be  induced  to  take  in  the 
politics  of  our  country,  that  her  welfare  will  be 
our  only  inducement,  and  that  we  will  sever 
receive  any  pecuniary  or  other  reward  for  any 
personal  exertions  made  by  us  to  promote  that 
welfare. 

"The free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  must 
always  be  the  favorite  object  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Western  country  ;  tbey  cannot  be  content- 
ed without  it,  and  will  not  be  deprived  of  it  longer 
than  necessity  shall  compel  tbem  to  submit  to  its 
being  withheld  from  tbem. 

"  We  flatter  ourseWes  that  everything  respect- 
ing this  important  business  will  be  set  right  by  the 
Ooveramenls  of  the  two  nations;  but  if  this 
should  not  be  the  casi',  it  appears  to  us  that  it 
must  be  the  policy  of  Spain  to  encourage,  by 
every  possible  means,  the  free  intercourse  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  country,  as  this 
will  be  the  most  eflUcient  means  to  conciliate 
their  good  will,  and  to  obtain,  without  hazard  and 
at  reduced  prices,  those  supplies  which  are  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  the  Spanish  Gorerameot 
and  its  subjects." 

The  original  communication  and  joint  answer 
of  CuloneT  Nicholas  and  this  deponent  were  for- 
warded to  Mr.  Sebastian,  who  has  since  informed 
this  deponent  that  both  were  given  to  Mr.  Power. 
Whether  the  letter  was  signed  also  by  Mr.Sebas-  j 


Inna. 


lian  this  deponent  does  not  know ;  it  was  srnt 
open  to  him,  nor  does  he  recollect  that  Mr.  Stbu- 
tian  ever  informed  him  thai  he  had  signed  iL 

This  deponent  says  that  the  reasons  why  be  ml 
Colonel  Nicholas  did  not  communicate  the sobjeti 
to  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  were  tbet: 
1st.  That  it  was  well  known  that  neither  of  n 
approved  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administralioa,  ni 
thiu  we  beliere  he  bept  a  vatehfbl  eyeovRMt 
actions;  that  the  communication  mustdepeitdoi 
his  opinion  of  our  veracity  ;  and  it  would  hire 
the  appearance  of  courting  his  favor.  2d.  Tbit 
we  both  had  reason^  and  did  believe  that  the  Ai- 
ministration  were  disposed  upon  the  slighlstp(^ 
text,  to  send  an  army  to  this  State,  which  veein- 
sidered  would  be  a  grievance  to  the  people,  iwl, 
therefore,  declined  making  any  commuoicatiw 
upon  the  subject,  as  we  apprehended  nodupr 
from  the  Spanish  Qovernmeot. 

This  deponent  requests  the  committee  to  sam- 
men  Mr.  Morrison,  to  prove  the  declartiiom  of 
Col.  Nicholas  respecting  the  transactions  wbitk 
relate  to  that  gentleman,  if  any  doubt  exists  u  to 
the  truth  of  the  sutement  herein  made. 

HARRY  INNES. 

Decehbeb  1, 1806- 
This  deponent  requested  that  the  commitiM 
would  permit  an  address  from  the  Demoenitt 
Society  of  Lexington,  bearing  date  the  13ih  of 
December.  1793.  and  addressed  to  the  peo|dcwt« 
of  the  Allegbaayand  Apalachiaa  moaaiaio^u^ 
a  remonstrance  from  the  people  of  Kentticky  to 
the  Prealdent  and  Congress  of  the  United  Sutei. 
on  theaulyeetof  the  navigation  of  the  Missin[^ 
as  also  a  letter  signed  Auguste  Lachise,  dated  » 
is  supposed  from  other  papers,  sometime  in  Hif< 
1794,  addressed  to  the  Democratic  Socifly  ii 
Lexington,  stating  that  two  thousand  brave Kea- 
tuckians  had  been  recruited  to  march  agaiosi  the 
Spaniards  in  Louisidoa,  to  assist  the  Freocbu 
regain  that  country,  in  support  ofl  the  siatemnt 
made  by  this  deponent  in  iiis  deposition  relatin 
to  the  slate  of  toe  public  mind  in  Kentucky,  ii 
the  year  1794,  which  was  accordingly  ordend, 
and  the  papers  read. 

HARRY  INNES. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  UnUed  Stale*,  wt^ 
the  AUeghany  and  Apalachian  Afountaim: 
Decehbeb  13, 1793, 
Fellow-citizens:  TheDemocraiic Socieif 
Kentucky  having  had  under  consideration  ibc 
measures  necessary  to  obtain  the  exercise  of  youi 
rights  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
have  determined  to  address  you  upon  that  ia^po^ 
laot  topic.  In  so  doing  they  think  that  they  only 
use  the  undoubted  right  of  citizens  to  consalt[« 
their  common  welfare.  This  measure  is  not  di^ 
tated  by  party  or  faction;  it  is  the  cooseqaesEt 
of  unavoidable  necessity.  It  has  become  so  fnn 
the  neglect  shown  by  the  General  GoveronMa 
to  obtain  for  those  of  the  citizens  of  the  GDitn 
States  who  are  interested  therein  the  narigiiitf 
of  that  river. 

Id  the  present  stage,  when  the  rigbu  of  rou 
hare  been  fully  investigated  and  declared  by  tM 
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voice  of  nalioiiiifaQil  more  pariicularly  in  Amer- 
ica, where  those  rights  were  first  developed  and 
declared,  U  will  not  be  DPressary  to  prove  that 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  is  the  nat- 
ural right  of  the  iababitants  of  the  coontry  wa- 
tered by  its  streams.  It  cannot  be  believed  that  the 
beneBceDt  Gud  of  nature  woulil  have  blessed  this 
country  vilh  unparalleled  fertility,  aod  furnished 
it  with  a  number  of  navigable  streams,  and  that 
that  fertility  should  be  consumed  at  home,  and 
those  streams  should  not  convey  its  superabund- 
ance to  other  climes.  Farfromit:  forifweeiam- 
ioe  the  wise  diversity  of  the  earth  as  to  climate  and 
productions,  lands,  and  rivers,  we  must  discover 
the  glorious  plan  of  infinite  beneficence  to  unite 
by  tbe  ezcbange  of  their  surplus,  various  nations, 
aod  connect  the  ends  of  the  earth  in  the  bands  of 
commfree  and  mutual  good  offices.  From  the 
CTerluting  decrees  of  Providence,  then,  we  de- 
rive this  right }  and  it  must  be  criraioal  either  to 
surrender  or  suffer  it  to  be  taken  from  us,  without 
the  most  arduous  struggles.  But  this  right  is  ours, 
nut  only  from  nature,  but  compact.  We  do  not 
mean  to  urge  this,  as  if  a  compact  could  give  an 
additional  sanction  to  a  natural  right,  but  to  show 
that  oar  claim  is  derived  from  every  source  which 
can  give  it  validity.  The  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  solemnly  given  and  confirmed  by 
Great  Britain  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Slates, 
by  the  provisional  articles  entered  into  at  Paris, 
between  the  two  nations.  More  than  eleven  years 
have  since  elapsed,  during  which  we  have  been 
deoied  the  exercise  of  a  right,  founded  upon  such 
irrefragable  grounds.  What  has  been  done  b^ 
the  former  or  present  Government,  doring  this 
period,  on  our  behalf?  In  the  former  we  have 
been  able  to  learn  of  no  attempt  to  procure  from 
the  King  of  Spain  even  an  acknowledgment  of 
our  right.  Repeated  memorials  were  presented 
to  CoDgresy  upon  the  subject,  but  they  were 
treated  with  a  neglect  bordering  on  contempt. 
Tbey  were  laid  upon  the  table,  there  to  rest  in 
endless  oblivion.  Once,  indeed,  we  know,  this 
subject  was  introduced  into  Congress,  ander  the 
former  Government;  but  it  was  by  an  uowar- 
laatable  and  disgraceful  proposition  lo  barter 
away  our  rights.  The  proposition  was  not  adopt- 
ed ;  the  attempt  being  rendered  abortive  by  toe 
spirit  and  patriotic  oppoMiion  of  a  part  of  the 
Union.  The  time  at  length  came,  when  the 
voice  of  the  people  called  for  a  change  in  the 
General  Government,  and  the  present  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  was  adopted.  We  then 
flattered  ourselves  that  onr  right  would  be  pro- 
tected ;  for  we  were  taught  to  believe,  that  the 
former  loose  and  weak  confederation  having  been 
done  away,  the  new  Government  would  possess 
the  requisite  energy.  Memorials  upon  the  sub* 
jeetwere  renewed.  Six  years  have  passed  away, 
and  our  right  is  not  yet  obtained.  Money  is  to 
be  taken  from  us  by  an  odious  and  oppressive  ex- 
cise, but  the  means  of  procuring  it  by  the  exercise 
of  our  just  rights  h  denied.  In  the  meanwhile, 
our  brethren  on  the  Eastern  waters  possess  every 
advantage  which  nature  or  compact  can  give 
them.  Nay,  we  do  not  know  that  even  one  firm 


attempt  to  obtain  it  has  been  made.  Alas!  Is  the 
energy  of  our  Government  not  to  be  exerted  against 
our  enemies?  Is  it  all  to  be  reserved  for  her 
citizen's'? 

Experience,  fellow-citizens,  has  shown  us  that 
the  General  Government  is  unwilling  that  we 
should  obtain  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mi.'^sts- 
sippi,  A  local  policy  appears  to  hare  an  undue 
weight  in  the  Councils  of  the  Union  It  seems 
to  be  the  object  of  that  policy  to  prevent  the 
population  of  this  country,  which  would  draw 
from  the  Eastern  States  their  industrious  citizens. 
This  conclusion  inevitably  follows  from  a  consid- 
eration of  the  measures  taken  to  prevent  the  pur- 
chase and  settlement  ,of  the  lands  bordering  on 
the  Mississippi.  Aroongthose  measures,  the  un- 
constitutional interference  which  rescinded  sales, 
by  one  of  the  States,  to  private  individuals,  makes 
a  striking  object.  And  perhaps  the  fear  of  asuc- 
cessfut  rivalship,  in  every  article  of  their  exports* 
may  have  its  weight.  But,  if  they  are  not  un- 
willing to  do  us  justice,  they  are  at  least  regard- 
less of  our  rights  and  welfare.  We  have  found 
prayers  and  supplications  of  no  avail,  and  should 
we  continue  to  load  the  table  of  Congress  with 
memorials,  from  a  part  only  of  the  Western  coun- 
try, it  is  too  probable  tbey  would  meet  with  a  fate 
similar  to  those  which  have  been  formerly  pre- 
sented. Let  us,  then,  all  unite  our  endeavors  in 
the  common  cause.  Let  all  join  in  a  firm  and 
manly  remonstrance  to  the  President  and  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  stating  our  just  and 
undoubted  right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, remonstrating  against  the  conduct  of  Gov- 
ernment with  regard  to  that  right,  which  must 
have  been  occasioned  by  local  policy  or  neglect, 
and  demanding  of  ihero  speedy.and  effectual  ex- 
ertions for  its  attainment.  We  cannot  doubt  that 
you  will  cordially  and  uoanimou!>ly  join  in  this 
measure.  It  can  hardly  be  nec,es.-ary  to  remind 
you  that  considerable  quantities  of  beef,  pork, 
flour,  hemp,  tobacco,  wc.,  the  produce  of  this 
couDtry,  remain  on  hand  for  want  of  purchasers, 
or  are  sold  at  inadequate  prices.  Much  greater 
quantities  might  be  raised  if  the  inhabitants  were 
encouraged  by  the  cerlain  sale  which  the  free  nav- 
ig|atioo  of  the  Mississippi  would  afford.  An  ad- 
ditional increase  of  thosie  articles,  and  a  greater 
variety  of  produce  and  manufactures  would  be 
supplied  by  means  of  the  encouragement  wliich 
the  attainment  of  that  great  object  would  give  to 
emigration.  Bat  it  is  not  only  yoor  own  rights 
which  yon  are  to  regard.  Remember  that  your 
posterity  have  a  claim  to  your  exertions  to  obiaia 
and  secure  that  right.  Let  not  your  memory  be 
stigmatised  with  a  neglect  of  duty.  Let  not  his- 
tory record  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  beautiful 
country  lost  a  most  invaluable  right,  and  half  the 
benefits  bestowed  upon  it  by  a  bountiful  Provi- 
dence, through  your  neglect  and  supineness.  The 
present  crisis  is  favonibte.  Spain  is  engaged  in  a 
war  which  requires  all  her  forcfs.  If  the  present 
golden  opportunity  be  suffered  to  pass  without  ad- 
vantage, and  she  shall  have  concluded  a  peace 
with  France,  we  must  then  contend  against  her 
undivided  strength. 
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But  what  may  be  the  event  of  the  proposed  ap- 
plication is  still  UDcertaio.  We  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  still  upon  our  guard,  and  watcht'ul  to  seize 
the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  gain  our  object, 
in  order  to  this,  our  union  should  be  as  perfect 
and  lasting  as  possible.  We  propose  that  socie- 
ties should  be  formed  in  convenient  districts  in 
every  part  of  the  Western  country,  who  shall  pre- 
serve a  correspondence  upoo  this  and  every  other 
subject  of  general  concern.  By  means  of  these 
societies  we  shall  be  enabled  speedily  to  know 
what  may  be  the  result  of  our  endeavors,  to  con- 
sult upon  such  further  mevures  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  preserve  anion,  and, finally,  by  these  means, 
secure  success. 

Remember  that  it  is  a  eommon  cause  which 
ought  to  unite  us,  that  that  cause  is  indubitably 
just,  that  ourselves  and  posterity  are  interested, 
that  the  crisiF  is  favorable,  and  that  it  iii  only  by 
union  that  the  object  can  be  achieved.  The  ob- 
stacles are  great,  and  so  ought  to  be  our  eflbrts. 
Adverse  fortune  may  attend  us.  but  it  shall  never 
dispirit  us.  We  may  for  a  white  exhaust  our 
weahb  and  strength,  but  until  the  all  imporiaoi 
object  is  procured  wo  pledge  ourselves  to  each 
other,  that  our  perseverance  aud  our  friendship 
will  be  inexhaustible. 

J.  BRECKBNRIDOE,  Cftairmon. 

Test:   Thomas  Tood,     >  rt-t- 
Thomab  Bodlbt,  $ 

To  the  President  and  Congress  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America.  The  remonttranee  of  the  eubseri- 
oers,  citizens  of  the  CommonweaHh  of  Kentuektf, 
showeth  ; 

That  your  retnoostrants  have  observed,  with 
concern  and  indignation,  the  injuries  and  insults 
offered  tu  the  United  States  by  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.  He  has  violated,  in  important  parts,  that 
Treaty  of  Peace,  the  observance  of  which  might 
have  obliterated  the  remembrance  of  former  in- 
juries. He  has.  by  means  of  his  agent,  supplied 
arms^ammuoitioD,  clothing,  and  provision  to  those 
merciless  sava^  who  have  so  long  ravaged  the 
Western  frontier  of  these  States,  lie  has  inter- 
posed, unsolicited,  and  negotiated  traces  for  Por- 
tugal and  Holland,  with  the  piratical  States,  in 
order  to  turn  the  rapine  of  those  African  barbarians 
solely  on  the  American  commerce.  His  vessels  of 
war,  and  the  |iiratical  vessels  of  bis  subjects,  by 
his  orders,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  have 
despoiled  the  commerce,  and  insulted  the  neutral 
flag  of  America.  He  has  made  no  compensation 
for  the  property  of  citizens  of  these  States,  car- 
ried away  by  brs  troops  contrary  to  treaty,  and, 
that  we  might  escape  no  species  of  injury  which 
could  be  heaped  on  the  weakest  and  most  despic- 
able of  nations,  be  holds  within  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  in  defiance  of  treaty  and  of 
right,  posts  fortiGed  and  garrisoned  by  his  armies. 

That  these  injuries  and  insnlts  call  loudly  for 
redress,  and  that  we  will,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
abilities,  and  in  any  mode  that  can  be  devised, 
support  the  General  Government  in  the  firmest 
and  most  efiectnal  measures  to  obtain  full  satis- 
facUon  for  all  our  wrongs. 


That  your  remonstrants,  and  the  other  iohabi- 
tants  of  the  United  States,  west  of  the  Alleghisf 
and  Apalachian  mountains,  are  enlilled,  by  iu< 
ture  and  stipulation,  to  the  free  and  undistutbd 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi;  and  that, 
from  the  year  1783  to  this  day,  they  have  beei 
prevented  uniformly,  by  the  Spanish  Ring,  frcit 
exercising  that  right.  Your  remoDst/auu  have 
observed,  with  concernj  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, whose  duty  it  was  to  hare  preaen- 
ed  that  right,  have  used  no  effectual  measara 
for  its  attainment :  that  even  their  tardjr  and  ia> 
effectual  negotiations  have  been  veiled  with  tbi 
most  mysterious  secrecy ;  that  that  secrecy  ist 
violation  of  the  political  rights  of  the  citizeB,u 
it  declares  that  the  people  are  unfit  to  be  tntrast- 
ed  with  important  facts  relative  to  their  rigbc, 
and  that  their  servants  may  retain  from  them  fii 
knowledgeof  those  facts.  Eight  years  are  saiety 
sufficient  for  the  discussion  of  the  most  doobl^ 
and  disputable  claim.  The  right  to  the  nav^ 
tion  of  the  Mississippi  admits  neither  of  dsit: 
nor  dispute.  Your  remonstrants,  therefore,  eoo- 
ceive  that  the  negotiations  on  that  subject  hart 
been  necessarily  lengthy,  and  they  expect  tbatic  ; 
be  demanded  categorically  of  the  Spaotah  Eic; 
whether  he  will  acknowledge  the  right  of  tke 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  the  free  and  uic- 
terrupted  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  ui 
cause  all  obstructions,  and  hindrance  to  the  exa> 
cise  of  that  right,  in  future,  to  be  withdraws  asd 
avoided ;  that  immediate  answer  thereto  be 
quired,  and  that  such  answer  be  the  fioal  pedod 
of  all  negotiations  upon  this  subject. 

Your  remonstrants  further  represent,  that  tbe 
encroachment  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  terrtUry 
of  the  United  States  is  a  striking  and  melaacholf 

Sroof  of  the  situation  to  which  our  country  vUl ; 
e  reiduced,  if  a  tame  policy  should  still  cooiiaK 
to  direct  our  councils. 

Your  remonstrants  join  their  voice  to  that  sf 
their  fellow-citizens  in  the  Atlantic  State*,  caL- 
ing  for  satisfaction  for  the  injuries  and  iosslu  of- 
fered to  America;  and  they  expect  such  aaiisfte* 
tion  shall  extend  to  every  injury  and  iasaUdost 
or  offered  to  any  part  of  America  by  Gnat  But 
ain  and  Spain ;  and  as  the  detention  of  ihe  foKt, 
and  the  interruption  to  the  navigation  of  the  lb- 
sissippi,  are  injuries  and  iosulu  of  the  grcaM 
atrocity  and  of  the  longest  duration,  they  icqio* 
the  most  particular  auention  to  those  sobjeeis. 

Tb  the  Democratic  Society  of  Lexington  : 

Citizens:  Events,  unforeseen,  the  d^ts 
causes  which  it  is  uoQeces.sary  here  to  devckift 
have  stopped  the  march  of  two  thousand  bn^ 
Reotuckians.  who.  strong  in  their  courag;e,iBtai 
justice  of  their  rights,  their  cause,  the  general 
sent  of  their  teilow-citizens,  and  eoDTinced  of  iM 
brotherly  dispositions  of  the  Lonisianians,  mind. 
only  for  their  orders  to  go,  by  the  strength  of  ibtf 
arras,  take  from  the  Spaniards,  the  despotic  ns■^ 
ers  of  the  empire  of  the  Mississippi,  insure  > 
their  country  the  navigalitn  of  it,  break  the  chaiss 
of  the  Americans,  ana  their  brethren  the  FabA 
hoist  up  the  flag  of  liberty  in  the  ume  of  iki 
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French  Republic,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
prosperity  and  happioess  of  two  natioDs  situated 
so,  and  destined  by  nature  to  be  but  one,  the  most 
happjr  in  the  uaiverse. 

Citizens:  Thegreaterattemptsyou  bare  made 
ttiwards  the  success  of  that  expeditioo,  the  more 
tensible  you  must  be  of  the  impediments  which 
dejay  the  execution  of  it,  the  more  energetic 
should  your  efforts  be  towards  new  means  of  suc- 
cess. There  is  one  from  which  I  expect  the  great- 
est adraotagea,  which  you  may  render  decisive 
by  an  address  to  the  National  Convention,  or  to 
the  Executive  Council  of  France.  In  the  name 
of  my  countrymen  of  Louisiana,  in  the  name  of 
the  interest  of  yours,  I  dare  once  mote  ask  you 
this  new  proof  of  your  patriotism. 

Beiitg  deprived  of  my  dearest  hopes,  of  the 
pleasure,  after  fourteen  yean  absenc^  and  three 
years  of  proscription,  to  return  to  the  bosom  of 
my  family,  my  friends,  and  my  countrymen,  I 
hare  only  one  path  to  follow,  that  of  going  to 
France,  aod  express  to  the  representatives  of  the 
French  people  the  cry,  the  general  wish  of  the 
Louisianians,  to  make  part  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, to  inform  ihem  of  the  most  ardent  desire 
which  the  Eentuckians  have  had,  and  wilt  con- 
tinue to  have,  forever,  to  take  the  most  active  part 
in  any  undertaking  tending  to  open  to  them  ttie 
free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  French  Republic,  in  their  sublime  consii- 
taiiooal  act,  have  proffered  their  protection  to  all 
those  nations  who  had  the  courage  -to  shake  off 
the  yoke  of  tyranny.  The  Louisianians  have  the 
most  sacred  right  to  it.  They  are  French,  but 
have  been  sacrificed  to  despotism  by  arbitrary 
power.  The  honor,  the  glory,  the  duty  of  the 
National  Convention  is  to  grant  them  their  pow- 
erful support. 

Erery  petition  or  plan  relative  to  that  import- 
ant object  would  be  considered  in  the  highest  de- 
cree;  the  address  of  the  Democratic  Society  of 
Lexington  would  give  it  a  greater  weight. 

Accept,  citizens,  the  farewell,  not  the  last,  of  a 
brother,  who  is  determined  to  sacrifice  everything 
in  his  power  for  the  liberty  of  his  country,  and 
the  prosperity  of  the  generous  inhabitants  of  Ken- 
tneky. 

Saint  en  la  patrie, 

AUGUSTE  LACHAISB. 

[Endomement  on  the  bad] 

This  letter  was  written  previous  to  the  14th  of 
May,  1794.  The  Democratic  Society  acted  on  it 
that  day.  Ad  address  was  prepared  and  presented ; 
and  on  the  19th  of  May  an  answer  returned. 

Joseph  Hamilton  Daviess  deposed,  that  no 
ioformation  has  been  derived  by  this  deponent 
from  the  papers  of  the  late  Colonel  Nicholas,  this 
deponeuL's  testator,  relative  to  any  connexion  be- 
tween any  citizen  and  the  Spanish  Government. 
This  deponent  does  not  believe  he  has  seen  any 
letter  from  Judge  Sebastian  on  the  subject  of  the 
present  inquiry,  other  than  that  in  possession  of 
the  committee. 

J.  H.  DAVIESS. 


December  1, 1S06. 
John  Brown  deposeth  and  saith,  that  he  has 
no  personal  knowledge  of  the  business  upon  which 
it  is  said  Mr.  Sebastian  went  to  New  Orleans  in 
the  years  1795-6,  or  relative  to  his  having  at  any 
lime  received  a  pension  from  the  Government  of 
Spain;  that  Mr.  Sebastian  never  made  to  him 
any  communication  whatever  on  those  subjects; 
nor  did  he  ever  receive  any  information  respect- 
ing them  from  any  quarter,  until  he  read  cerraiu 
publications  which  appeared  in  the  Western 
World  since  the  fourth  of  July  last ;  that  in  or 
about  the  month  of  August  last,  Mr.  Innes  did 
make  a  communication  to  this  deponent  relative 
to  the  business  on  which  he,  said  Mr.  Sebastian, 
had  gone  to  New  Orleans;  and  also  stated  some 
information  which  had  been  given  to  him  by 
Charles  Wilklns  relative  to  said  pension ;  but  as  the 
communications  then  made  to  tiiis  deponent,  are, 
as  he  believs  substantially  coniained  in  the  testi- 
mony delivered  by  Mr.  Innes  to  this  committee, 
he  deems  it  unnecessary  to  slate  them ;  that  he 
heard  Mr.  Sebastian  had  been  in  Philadelphia  on 
his  return  from  New  Orleans  in  l796,  but  he  did 
not  call  on  this  deponent,  then  attending  Congress 
ill  that  city;  and  he  has  been  informed  that  he 
did  not  call  on  any  of  the  then  members  of  the 
Kentucky  delegation  at  that  place;  some  time 
after,  Mr.  Genet  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  and  du- 
ring the  continuance  of  the  war  between  France 
and  Spain,  he  informed  this  deponent  that  he  had 
it  in  contemplatation  to  raise  an  army,  to  consist 
of  recruits  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  the  Creek 
and  other  Indian  tribes,  for  the  conquest  of  Lou- 
isiana on  behalf  of  France.  Shortly  after  he  un- 
derstood from  one  of  the  heads  of  departments 
that  he  was  apprized  of  the  project  of  Genet ;  that 
he  was  absent  from  Kentucky  from  the  autumn 
of  1792,  till  about  August  1795}  and  therefore, 
has  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  progress  of  any 
agent  of  Genet,  in  issuing  commissions  or  enlisting 
men ;  but  during  that  time  he  received  letters  from 
Ketitucky  containing  information  on  that  sub- 
ject, and  without  deuy  gave  extracts  from  them 
to  the  then  Secretary  of  Stale,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

J.  BROWN. 

TaoMAS  Toon,  being  sworn,  was  interrogated 
by  Mr.  Grundy.  Do  you  know  any  thing  of 
money  being  received  by  Mr.  Sebastian  from,  or 
his  having  any  negotiation  with,  the  Spanish 
Gtovernment  or  any  of  its  officers?  If  you  do,al 
what  time  did  yon  come  to  the  knowledge  of  it? 

The  deponent  says,  that  in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust last,  10  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Innes.  as  to 
the  statements  published  in  the  Western  World, 
he  showed  to  this  deponent  a  copy  of  the  conces- 
sions which  some  short  time  before,  as  this  depo- 
nent understood,  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Innes  by 
Mr.  Sebastian.  Mr.  Innes  at  the  same  time  show- 
ed this  deponent  the  papers  relative  to  the  propo- 
sition made  by  Power,  and  the  answer.  Toat,  in 
the  course  of  the  said  month  of  August,  at  Lex- 
ington, Mr.  Innes  mentioned  lo  this  deponent  the 
conversation  which  he  had  with  Mr.  Charles 
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WilkiaH  uf  that  place,  showed  this  deponent  the 
copy  of  a  letter  frum  Mr.  Sebastian  to  John  A. 
Sehz,  who  had  previously  died  at  New  Orleans, 
and  informed  this  deponent  that  the  original  let- 
ter WHS  in  the  possessioQ  of  Mr.  Wilklos,  and  that 
Mr.  Witkios  had  ^^cen,  among  Mr.  Seitz's  papers, 
8  draft  drawn  by  Mr.  Sebastian  on  some  officer 
of  the  Spanish  Oorernment,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Seitz 
for  his  (Mr.  Sebastian's)  pension.  That  the  pa- 
pers above  alluded  to,  and  the  information  com- 
ing from  Mr.  Wilkins,  was  the  Grst  knowledge  I 
had  of  the  real  cauue  of  Mr.  Sebastian's  having 
descended  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers.  That, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  laKt  October  term 
of  the  court  of  appeals,  this  deponent  mentioned 
10  Mr.  Sebastian  the  above  circumstances;  be 
then  acknowledged  that  he  had  drawn  such  a 
draft  in  favor  of  Mr.  Seitz,  and  stated  that  in  con- 
sequence of  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
the  Governor  of  New  Orleans,  he  bad  in  the  Fall 
or  Winter  of  1795-6  descended  the  Ohio,  and  at 
or  near  its  mouth  had  met  with  Gay oso.  That 
they  entered  on  the  business,  and  he  received  the 
concessions  before  alluded  to;  that  a  difference  in 
opinion  took  place  between  him  and  Qayoso  aa 
to  the  duty  which  should  be  p^id  by  the  people 
of  the  Western  country  who  might  export  pro- 
duce down  the  Mississippi ;  Qayoso  insisting  that 
they  should  pay  four  per  cent,  as  an  ackaowledg- 
ment  for  the  permission  given  them;  he  (Mr. 
Sebastian)  insisting  that  as  it  was  a  conciliatory 
measure  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
that  no  duty  ought  to  be  exacted  ;  and  that  it  was 
at  length  agreed  to  descend  the  river  and  sub- 
mit the  difference  to  the  Governor  at  New  Or- 
leans. They  did  so,  and  in  some  short  time  after 
their  arrival,  he  (Mr.  Sebastian]  had  an  audience 
with  the  Governor,  who  decided  against  Gayoso. 
That  the  Governor  appointed  a  day  when  he 
should  again  attend,  in  order  to  complete  the  busi- 
ness; but,  previous  to  the  day  appointed,  a  cou- 
rier arrived  at  New  Orleans  with  the  intelligence 
that  the  Treaty  of  Friendship,  Limits,  and  Navi- 
gation had  been  entered  into  between  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  United  States  and  Spain.  That 
the  Qovernor  sent  for  him  and  informed  him  of 
that  circumstance,  and  observed  to  him  that  the 
business  as  to  the  concession  was  at  an  end ;  but 
that  he  had  it  in  charge  from  the  King  to  inform 
whoever  should  come  on  that  business,  should  be 
entitled  to  two  thousand  dollars  a  year.  That 
upon  this  ground  he  had  drawn,  In  favor  of  Mr. 
Seitz,  the  draft  before  alluded  to. 

Upon  being  further  questioned,  at  what  lime 
was  Mr.  Sebastian  appointed  a  judge  of  the  court 
of  appeals  ?  At  what  time  was  he  abaent,  and  how 
long? 

This  deponent  says  that  Mr.  Sebastian  was  ap- 
pointed a  judge  of  the  court  of  appeals  in  the  year 
1792,  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Government;  that,  from  the  record  book  of  the 
court  of  appeals.it  appears  that  he  qualified  as 
judge  on  the  7ih  day  of  January,  1793.  From 
the  same  record  book  it  appears  that  he  was  ab- 
sent at  the  May  term  of  the  court  of  appeals  1796; 
that  this  absence  was,  as  this  deponent  was  in- 


formed, and  believes,  in  consequence  of  his  hav- 
ing descended  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  in 
the  Fall  or  Winter  of  1795-6.  That  it  also  ap- 
pears from  tbe  said  record  book  he  was  also  ab- 
sent at  the  May  and  October  terms  of  the  court  of 
appeals  in  179S;  this  deponent  was  informed,  and 
believes,  thnt  this  absence  was  from  his  having 
also  descended  the  said  rivers  in  that  yt-ar. 

Q,uestioo.  Were  you  not  clerk  of  the  Kentucky 
Convention  in  the  year  J788? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Q.uestion.  Did  not  General  Wilkinson  prodnce 
a  lengthy  memorial,  and  read  the  same  to  that 
Contention,  and  then  stale  that  be  had  before 
that  time  presented  to  the  Governor  or  Intendant 
at  New  Orleans  a  copy  thereof? 

Answer.  He  did. 

duesiion.  Was  that  paper  deposited  and  leA 
with  you  as  clerk,  as  other  papers  produced  in  like 
manner  geoerslly  are? 

Answer.  It  was  not. 

Question.  At  what  time  were  you  first  informed 
that  a  negotiation  of  any  kind,  unauthorized  \rf 
Government,  bad  been  carried  on.  or  attempted, 
between  the  offioers  or  agents  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  any  individuals  or  set  of  men 
in  the  Western  country? 

Answer.  Not  until  1  saw  the  papers  before  sta- 
ted in  the  month  of  August  last. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Sebastian,  at  t^ie  time  be 
explained  himself  to  you  as  to  the  drafts  drawn 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Seitz,  speak  of  bis  having  drawn 
drafts  in  favor  of  any  other  person? 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

duestion.  Do  you  recollect  the  substance  or 
object  of  the  memorial  read  by  General  Wilkin- 
son. 

Answer.  X  do  not ;  but  upon  reading  the  lettets 
published  in  the  newspapers,  as  having  passed  be* 
tween  Colonel  Marshall  and  General  Wasfaisg- 
ton,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  tolerably  accurately 
slated  in  Colonel  Marshall's  letter. 

THOMAS  TODD. 

Colonel  JoaEPH  Ckockgtt,  being  duly  sworn 
to  give  evidence  before  the  special  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
inquiry  into  the  charge  against  Judge  Sebastian, 
deposeib  and  saith,  that  he  was  in  the  Kentucky 
Convention  held  at  Danville  in  the  year  1788,  when 
General  Wilkinson  produced  a  memorial,  which 
be  read  to  the  said  convention  as  handed  to  him, 
sheet,  by  sheet,  by  Judge  Sebastian ;  and  that  the 
said  memorial  never  was  read  or  handed  into  the 
clerk's  table  of  the  said  convention. 

JOSEPH  CROCKETT. 

December  1,  1806. 

State  op  Kemtocet, 

Clerk's  office  of  the  Court  ^  AppeaU,  atA  .* 
At  the  request  of  a  special  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  certain  charges  alleged  against 
Mr.  Benjamin  Sebastian,  late  judge  of  the  court 
aforesaid,  I  do  hereby  certify  that  Irom  an  exami- 
nation of  the  order  of  said  court,  1  5nd  that  Mr. 
Sebastian  qualified  as  a  judge  of  said  court  on  the 
7tbday  of  January  1793;  and  that  be  hath  attend' 
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ed  tbe  respective  terms  of  said  coart  ever  sioce 
the  May  term  id  1796,  and  the  May  aod  October 
terms  in  1788  excepted. 

GireD  uoder  my  hand,  as  e  clerk  of  the  court 
aforesaid,  this  1st  day  of  December,  1806. 

ACHILLES  SNEED. 

Auditor's  Office,  Novtmher  29, 1806. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  it  appears  from  the  hooks 
and  records  in  my  office,  that  the  honorable  Ben- 
jamin Sebastian  has  regularly  drawn  his  salary 
as  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  from  the  18th  of  July, 
1792,  to  the  1st  day  of  October  in  tbe  present  year. 

Given  under  my  hand,  as  Auditor  of  Public  Ac- 
eoanu  for  the  State  of  Kentucky,  the  date  abore. 

GEORGE  MADISON. 

Wherenpon  yoar  committee  does  not  hesitate 
to  declare,  as  their  opioioD,  that  the  iaformatioo 
^Ten  to  the  House  of  Representatives  is  sabstan- 
tially  true  sod  correctly  detailed;  and  that  the 
said  Judge  Sebastian  is  guilty  of  bavins  for  sev- 
eral years  received  from  the  Spanish  Governmeat 
a  pension,  paid  in  cash  aDOually.  to  the  amount 

of  $2,ooo; 

Your  committee  further  report,  as  their  opin- 
ion, that  while  Judge  Sebastian  was  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  office  in  this  State,  and  drawing  his 
annual  salary  therefrom,  he  was  employed  in  car- 
rying on,  with  the  agents  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, an  illicit,  unjustifiable,  and  highly  criminal 
intercourse,  subvensive  of  the  duty  he  owed  to 
the  constituted  authorities  of  oar  country,  and 
highly  derogatory  to  the  character  of  Kentacky. 

And  the  same  being  read,  was  unanimously 
agreed  to,  the  following  members  hein^r  present: 
Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barnes,  Barilett,  Blackburn, 
Brents,  Buford,  Bullock,  Cosby,  Crabtree,  Crist, 
Davidge,  Dougherty,  Ewiog,'  Field,  Fletcher, 
Ford,  Grundy,  Holton,  Hopkins,  Jones.  Kerche- 
Tal,  Lowe,  Mauifee.  Marshall,  Mills,  Miller,  Mc- 
Kee,  McMillin,  McClaoaban,  Mclntire,  Moderill, 
J.  Morgan,  D.  Morgan,  Pitts,  Pope,  Pollock,  Por- 
ter, Polk,  Ray,  Reed,  Rennick,  Robioson,  Rogers, 
Russell,  Rutter,  Semple,  Simpson,  Sout^  Spald* 
iog,  J.  Thompson,  G.  C.  Thompson,  Trapoall, 
and  Woodford — 53< 

Whereupon,  Mr.  Grandy  moved  the  followiog 
resolution : 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  House  that  since  the 
iDstitution  of  the  inquiry  into  the  charges  exhib- 
ited aeainst  Benjamin  Sebastian,  Esq.,  that  the 
said  Sebastian  has  resigned  his  office  of  Judge  of 
the  Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals:  Resolved,  there- 
fore, That  any  further  proceeding  to  effect  the 
removal  of  the  said  Sebastian  from  office  is  ren- 
dered unnecessary. 
Extracts,  &c.  Attest: 

THOMAS  TODD, 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  the  Hodse  op  Refrbsentatites, 
December  6,  1806. 
Resolved,  That  the  printers  who  were  employed 
to  print  the  proceedings  on  the  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  Benjamin  Sebastian,  are  hereby  re- 
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quested  to  subjoin,  at  the  end  of  each  copy  of  said 
proceedings,  the  resolutions  lately  adopted,  ex- 
pressive of  our  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  oar 
approbation  of  the  present  administration  of  the 
Federal  Government. 
Extract,  &c.  Attest: 

THOMAS  TODD,  CUrh 

In  General  Assembly,  Dec.  i,  1806. 

Whereas  it  is  considered  of  importaace  that 
citizens  living  under  the  same  Government  should 
be  correctly  informed  of  the  views  and  intentions 
of  every  portioo  of  the  community;  and  as  the 
sentiments  of  the  people  of  Keotuckir  may  be 
misunderstood  by  those  who,  from  their  remote 
situation,  have  not  an  opportunity  of  judging  of 
the  disposition  which  the  citizens  of  this  State 
entertain  towards  the  General  Government;  and 
as  an  expression  of  the  public  will,  through  their 
Representatives,  is  deemed  the  most  effectual 
mode  to  prevent  any  misapprehension  of  our  sen- 
timents, which  might  be  occasioned  by  the  con- 
duct of  individuals,  or  might  grow  out  of  misrep- 
resentations. 

Resolved,  thertfore,  by  the  General  Assembly, 
That  the  people  of  Kentucky  feel  the  strongest 
attachment  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  con- 
sider a  dismemberment  of  the  Union  as  the  great- 
est evil  which  could  befall  them,  and  would  view 
with  abhorrence  any  individual,  or  set  of  individ- 
uals, who  should  attempt  to  separate  us  from  those 
whose  interests  are  so  intimately  connected  with 
our  own,  and  for  whom  the  people  of  Kentucky 
entertain  an  unchangeable  attachment,  arising 
from  a  lively  recollection  of  their  united  efforts 
for  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  the  people  of  Kentucky  have 
an  entire  confidence  in  the  present  administration 
of  tbe  General  Government,  and  have  no  doubt 
that  such  measures  will  be  pursued  as  are  best 
calculated  to  secure  us  peace  and  tranquillity,  and 
at  tbe  same  time  preserve  oar  national  honor  from 
insult. 

Resolved,  That  the  GovefDor  of  this  State  be 
requested  to  transmit  copies  of  tbe  forgoing  res- 
oluiions  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  Executives  of  the  different  States,  and  to  our 
present  Senators  and  Representatives  id  Con- 
gress. 

Passed  unanimously. 

In  the  HoOSE  of  REPBBaENTATIVES, 

December  11, 1806. 
Resolved,  That  Joseph  M.  Street  &,  Co.  he  re- 
quested to  annex  the  depositions  of  Charles  Wil- 
kins  and  James  Morrison,  this  day  laid  before  this 
House,  to  each  of  the  one  thousand  two  hundred 
copies  of  tbe  report  of  tbe  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Judge  SelMsiian. 
Extract,  &c.   Attest : 

THOMAS  TODD,  Oerk. 

In  tbe  month  of  August  last,  Judge  Innes  called 
on  me  in  Lexington,  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances relative  to  a  pension  which  it  was  said 
Judge  Sebastian  had  received  from  tbe  Spanish 
Government  at  New  Orleans. 
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Judge  Innessaid  that  Mr.  Morrison,  of  Lexiog- 
ington,  had  commuaicated  to  him  information 
which  he  had  received  from  me;  hut  believing 
Judge  Sebastian  incapable  of  anything  inconsist- 
ent with  his  character,  induced  him  to  think  that 
which  he  had  received  could  not  be  correct.  I 
immediately  detailed  to  him  all  the  knowledge  I 
possessed,  and  the  manner  by  which  I  procured 
It,  (which  will  appear  by  a  reference  to  my  testi- 
mony, given  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  this  dat^  27th  of  November, 
1806.)  Judge  Inaes  expressed  his  surprise,  and 
regretted  that  he,  Judge  Sebastian,  had  suffered 
liimself  to  become  the  pensioner  of  Spain,  and 
observed  to  me,  that  there  were  some  circum- 
stances attending  this  transaction  which  I  had 
not  been  informed  of,  and  that  but  two  or  three 

Jersons  now  living  were  acquainted  with.  He, 
udge  Innes,  then  communicated  to  me  the  Bub- 
stance  of  the  letter  from  the  Baron  of  Carondelet  ! 
to  Mr.  Sebastian,  which  had  a  reference  to  Colo- 
net  Nicholas,  Mr.  Murray,  and  Colonel  Innes,  in 
the  year  1795;  the  result  of  the  conference  be- 
tween Sebastian  and  Qayoso  at  New  Madrid,  and 
as  nearly  as  he  said  he  could  recollect,  the  pur- 
port of  the  concessions  to  be  made  by  the  Spanish 
Qovernment  to  the  people  of  the  Western  coun- 
try, dbc.  Judge  Innes  proceeded  tocommuntCBte 
the  substance  of  the  propositions  made  by  a  cer- 
tain Thomas  Power  to  the  above-mentioned  gen- 
tleman in  the  year  1797,  and  the  reply  thereto 
by  Colonel  Nicholas  and  himself.  Judge  Innes 
further  observed,  that  copies  of  Power's  commu- 
nications, and  the  answer  would  be  left  with  Mr. 
James  Morrison,  in  Lezingfoo,  to  take  copies; 
and  that  Mr.  Morrisoa  should  be  instructed  to 
show  tbem  to  me  for  my  perusal.  I  called  upon 
Mr.  Morrison  in  one  or  two  days  after  the  conver- 
sation between  Judge  Innes  and  myself,  and  was 

rut  in  possession  of  the  papers  alluded  to  above, 
read  them  with  attention,  and  believe  them  to 
be  correct  copies  of  the  letter,  &c.,  communicated 
to  the  committee  by  Judge  Innes,  on  the  28ih  of 
November,  1806.  The  reading  of  the  papers 
shown  to  me  by  Mr.  Morrison  induced  us  to  con- 
verse freely  upon  the  subject.  He  detailed  to  me 
the  sohstaneeof  frequent  conversations  between 
him,  Mr.  Morrison,  and  Colonel  Nicholas,  about 
this  transaction,  and  communicated  to  me  the 
reasons  assigned  by  Colonel  Nicholas  for  witb- 
faoldini^  this  information  from  the  President  of 
theUnited  States,  all  of  which  agree  substantially 
with  the  information  given  by  Judge  Innes  to  the 
committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  this 
State,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1806.  Judge 
Innes  assured  me  that  he  never  heard  that  Judge 
Sebastian  had  been  in  the  receipt  of  a  pension 
from  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  observed  that 
he  feared  Judge  Sebastian  had  acted  indiscreetly. 

CHARLES  WILEINS. 

Colonel  Qeorge  Nicholas  informed  me  of  cer- 
tain propositions  having  been  made  by  the  Baron 
of  Carondelet,  through  the  agency  of  a  certain 
Thomas  Power,  in  the  year  1797,  to  him,  Benja- 
min Sebastian,  Harry  Innes,  and  WiUiam  Mur* 


ray ;  that  he  had  never  seen  Power,  hut  received 
from  Judge  lunes  the  object  of  his  roisiioa  to 
Kentucky;  that  he  at  once  expressed  bisdiseou 
and  abhorrence  of  the  views  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernor, with  which  opinion  Judge  Innes  coocor- 
ring,  he  immediately  prepared  a  concise  answer, 
which  was  to  be  forwarded  by  the  latter  to  Mr. 
Sebastian,  to  be  delivered  by  him  to  the  lud 
Power ;  that  be  was  convinced,  from  the  par|wtt 
of  the  propositions,  that  improper  representatioos 
had  been  made  to  the  Spanish  Goreroor,  of  the 
views,  disposition,  and  intentions,  of  the  citizen 
of  Kentucky;  that  the  answer  which  they  had 
given  would,  in  his  opinion,  prevent  a  simiiu 
application;  but  that  should  he  be  mistaken, be 
was  determined  to  have  Power,  or  any  other  per- 
son who  might  again  be  sent  by  the  Spanish  Got- 
ernor,  apprehended  and  detained  as  a  prisoaer, 
until  the  Executive  was  fully  apprized  taall  the 
1  circumstances;  and  that  be  had  taken  care  Power 
should  be  correctly  informed  of  such  determiot. 
tion.  He  then  went  on,  rn  consequence  of  wme 
qqestions  which  I  asked,  to  state  the  reasons  which 
had  prevented  him  from  giving  the  Executire 
information  of  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Span- 
ish Government.  Among  others,  be  observed  thit 
the  General  Government  was  leaning  strongly  in 
favor  of  monarchical  principles;  that  the  Execn- 
tive  was  deeply  prejudiced  against  the  leadin; 
men  in  our  Slate;  that  he  would  lay  hold  of  tbe 
information  with  pleasure  and  avidity,  and  make 
it  the  basis  for  increasing  the  Army,  and  ibercbr 
strengthen  the  hands  of  those  who  were  opposed 
to  our  republican  form  of  Government ;  that  the 
means  of  discharging  the  public  debt  wooH 
thereby  be  completely  perverted;  that  our  citi- 
zens would  be  saddled  with  troops,  and  burdened 
with  taxes  for  the  support  of  GJovernmeDt;  ud 
and  that  be  was  well  assured,  from  informatioi 
which  be  could  not  disbelieve,  that  the  Executive 
was  thirsting  for  a  plausible  pretext  (o  send  u 
army  into  our  country,  as  he  had  declared,  not 
only  10  curb  the  licentiousness  of  the  presL  bu 
to  check  a  daring  disposition  in  our  citizeBi  lo 
intermeddle  with  the  affairs  of  the  General  Oov- 
ernmeot.  He  stated  further,  that,  having  a  pe^ 
feet  knowledge  of  the  temper  and  attachment  of 
our  citizens  to  their  Constitution,  and  how  impos- 
sible it  would  be  for  the  Spanish  Oovernmeolio 
effect  a  change  in  its  favor,  and  that  however  fw- 
'  tunate  that  Government  or  iu  agents  might  be  io 
corrupting  one  or  two  solitary  and  discontenteil 
'  individuals,  the  mass  was  immovable;  that  it  wai 
as  it  had  been  ever  since  he  became  a  citixenof 
Kentucky,  bis  intention  to  be  watchful  and  aitcn- 
:  tive  to  the  conduct  of  certain  individuals;  that, 
from  his  situation,  no  movement  or  attempt  lo 
;  alienate  the  citizens  frfim  our  Government,  and 
,  attach  them  to  the  Spanish  interest,  could  tale 
place  without  his  knowledge  j  and  that  if  he  ev« 
discovered  such  attempts  were  making,  hewouM 

■  be  the  first  to  raise  his  voice  ajtainst  the  auihwt 
I  and  to  give  the  Executive  every  infonnatioo  w 
I  was  jiossessed  of.  He  remarked,  that  be  hid 

■  often  debated  with  himself  whether  it  woald  lOt 

■  still  be  proper  to  give  our  GoveriuneDt  infoiM* 
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tioo  of  the  facts  which  had  come  to  his  knowl- 
edge; aod  that  be  was  oever  more  at  a  loss  to 
make  up  an  opioioD;  but  that,  from  the  circum- 
stances before  stated,  be  had  hitherto  been  pre- 
Tented.  He  said  be  bad  do  doubt  but  that  our 
Government  was  already  possessed  of  imperfect 
iDformatioQ  on  the  subject;  and  that  the  motives 
of  a  communication  from  him  would  probably  be 
misconstrued,  and  considered  as  a  dcreiietion  of 
the  republican  principles  which  he  had  avowed, 
and  for  which  he  koew  he  was  denoaoced  by  the 
ExecDiiTe. 

In  •  conrersation  with  James  Ross,  Esq.,  of 
Pittsburg,  ID  the  year  1798,  (a  day  or  two  after 
Colonel  Nicholas  had  been  endeavoring  to  cod- 
Tinee  him,  by  a  lengthy  and  detailed  account,  of 
the  causes  which  induced  himself  and  others  in 
KeDtacky  to  condemn  certain  acts  of  the  then 
Administration  J  I  stated  to  him  that  I  believed 
(he  citizens  of  Kentucky  were  as  firmly  attached 
to  the  Qeoeral  Government  as  those  of  any  State 
in  the  Union;  and  that  as  an  evidence  in  support 
of  that  position.  I  observed,  that  Colonel  Nicho- 
las,  and  some  otners  equally  suspected  and  obnox- 
ious to  the  Administration,  and  who  were  believed 
to  be  in  the  Spanish  interest,  or  deeply  disposed 
to  insurrection,  hod  convinced  nae  that  their  in- 
tentions and  views  had  been  shamefully  misrep- 
resented; and,  in  support  of  this  opinion,  I  then 
informed  him  of  the  rejection  of  Carondelet's 
alluring  proposition,  with  his  $100,000;  that  on 
the  same,  or  succeeding  day,  I  stated  to  Colonel 
Nicholas  the  substance  of  the  conversation  which 
I  had  with  Mr.  Ross,  and  of  having  communi- 
cated the  proposition  by  the  Baron  of  Carondelet, 
&c.  He  replied  that  he  was  much  pleased  that  I 
bad  done  so,  observing  that  he  had  only  been  pre- 
vented from  making  that  gentleman  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumstances,  from  an  idea  that  he 
migfai  probabl]^  suppose  he  was  solicitous  of  en- 
hancing or  raising  himself  in  his  opinion  by  a  dis- 
play of  his  patriotism  and  disinterestedness;  but 
that  now  Mr.  Ross  (a  Senator  in  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  known  to  be  highly  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Executive,)  was  in  possession 
of  the  facts,  and  would  no  donbt  make  them 
known,  which  relieved  him  of  great  solicitude; 
and  he  was  conscious  it  would  be  highly  gratify- 
ing to  Judge  Innes  that  the  Executive  would  gain 
the  information  through  a  channel  that  could  not 
be  questioned,  and  would  no  doubt  keep  a  watch- 
fol  eye  oTer  our  Spanish  neighbors. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  observe,  that  1 
had  a  conversation  with  Judge  Innes  relative  to 
the  overtures  made  by  the  Spanish  Government, 
through  Power,  &c.,  but  was  ignorant  of  the  pa- 
pers being  in  his  possession,  until  informed  by 
nimself,  in  July  last,  and  at  my  request  he  placed 
them  in  my  hands,  in  the  succeeding  month,  un- 
til 1  had  taken  copies;  the  first  was  a  letter  from 
the  Baron  of  Carondelet  to  Mr.  Sebastian,  dated 
at_  New  Orleans,  16th  July,  1795 ;  the  second, 
without  date,  consisting  of  propositions,  or  rather 
concessions,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty,  in  favor  of 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  west  of  the 
Apalachiaa  mountains  j  the  thirdj  propositions  to 


the  people  of  (he  Western  country,  by  the  Baron 
of  Carondelet,  signed  by  Thomas  Power,  and 
dated  at  Louisville,  July  19, 1797;  and  the  fourth, 
an  answer  without  date.  The  two  first  were  in 
the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Sebastian,  the 
third  in  that  of  Judge  Innes,  and  the  fourth  in 
that  of  George  Nicholas. 

JAMES  MORRISON. 
Fbanklin  Codntt,w. 

Personally  came  before  me,  the  subscriber,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  the  above* 
mentioned  James  Morrison,  who  made  oath  that 
the  foregoing  statenient  contains  the  truth,  to  tht 
best  of  his  recollection  aod  belief. 

Given  under  my  band,  this  6th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1806. 

THOMAS  LOVE.  7.  P. 
Attest:  WM.  C.  GREENUP,  Sec'y 


PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  21,  1808.] 
Mr.  Stahpord,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  recommitted  the  bill  to  make  good  a  deficit 
in  the  appropriation  of  1807,  and  to  make  a  fur- 
tber  apprupnation  for  completing  the  south  wing 
of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes,  "  with  in- 
stractions  to  make  to  the  House  a  detailed  report 
of  the  circumstances  which  produced  the  deBcit 
for  the  public  buildings,  and  how  fur  it  may  be 
consistent  with  the  public  interest  to  abolish  the 
office  of  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings,"  made 
the  following  report : 

'^Tbat  they  have  made  every  research  in  their 
power  into  the  causes  and  circumstances  which 
produced  the  deficit  for  the  public  buildings  for 
the  year  1807,  and  find  that,  by  an  act  of  1802, 
the  oQices  of  the  then  commissioners  of  the  city 
were  abolished,  and  the  office  of  Superintendent 
created ;  and  that  on  this  ofiicsr  were  devolved  all 
the  powers  and  duties  which  the  commissioners 
bad  before  exercised.  The  Superintendent  is,  then, 
at  this  time,  under  the  general  control  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Preudent,  the  only  proper  oflScer  to 
disburse  the  moneys,  and  through  whose  bands 
must  passall  accounts  andother  charges  upon  the 
funds  of  the  city.  So  soon,  therefore,  as  it  ap- 
peared to  him  probable  the  appropriations  of  the 
year  1807,  particularly  that  for  the  south  wing  of 
the  Capitol,  might  be  exceeded,  he  did  not  faifto 
suggest  his  fears,  and  to  give  to  the  Survevor  of 
Public  Buildings  due  precaution  against  sucn  con- 
sequence. All  this  may  appear  in  more  satisfac- 
tory detail  in  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent, 
which  accompanies  this  report,  to  which  the 
committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildings  appears 
not  to  be  an  officer  recognised  by  the  taw,  but 
has  been  employed  and  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent alone,  as  the-principal  architect,  to  design, 
direct,  and  combine  the  whole  into  one  general 
system,  and  see  to  its  due  execution ; and,  wiUiall, 
it  appears  also  to  form  contracts  with  the  differ- 
ent subordinate  mechanics,  and  with  other 
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SODS,  for  the  various  materials  wanted  in  the  pro- 
gress of  tbe  work.  This  gentleman,  keeping 
mainly  in  view  the  moreapproprialedutiesof  his 
owD  profession,  that  of  executing  itie  work  in  a 
style  and  character  which  should  do  honor  to  his 
trt,  and  (bat  of  accomplishing  it  aUo  within  a 
time  more  limited  than  bad  been  anticipated  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  season,  appears  not  to  bare 
been  impressed  with  the  probability  (if,  indeed,  it 
should  be  considered  as  coming  within  his  pror- 
inee  to  be  so,  or  to  guard  against  such  impropri- 
ety) that  the  expenditure  would  exceed  the  geoe- 
ral  appropriatioos  for  the  different  objects  of  the 
public  work,  till  it  had  actually  happened  so  on  a 
principal  one,  or  was  certain  to  do  so  to  a  consid- 
erable amount;  and  when  thus  informed  by  the 
SDperintendent,and  that  he  (the  Superioteodent) 
ahoatd  pass  no  account,  as  such  could  not  pass 
the  Treasury  if  he  did,  which  exceeded  the  funds 
placed  in  his  hands  for  such  object.  At  this  stage 
of  the  business,  when  Congress  was  in  a  few 
weeks  to  be  in  session,  the  Surveyor  laid  a  state 
of  the  case  before  some  of  the  principal  mechan- 
ics, and  a  number  of  them,  to  whom  the  greater 
part  of  the  excess  was  likely  to  be  due,  voluntari- 
ly came  forward,  and,  rather  than  stop  and  pro- 
ceed to  tbe  measurement  of  their  work  while  in 
an  nnfinished  state,  agreed  to  progress  with  it  at 
their  own  rttk,and  in  the  fullest  confidence  that 
Congress  would  not  receive  the  benefit  of  their 
labor  without  remuneration,  and  that,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  an  appropriation  would 
be  in  due  time  made  to  inaemnify  them.  A 
certificate  of  some  of  those  mechanics  to  this 
effect  accompanies  this  report,  to  which  the  com* 
mittee  also  beg  leave  to  refer. 

To  these  considerations  may  be  also  added  an- 
other circumstance  which  contributes  to  tbe  large- 
ness of  the  present  deficit.  In  tbe  appropriation 
of  the  year  1806,  a  considerable  deficit  also  oc- 
curred, (which,  too,  had  grown,  in  part,  out  of  a 
train  of  deficits  of  years  stilt  preceding,)  the  ac- 
counts for  which,  as  the  Superintendent  in  his 
letter  states,  were  not  presented  in  form  to  him  for 
payment  till  in  the  year  1807.  and  were  accord- 
ingly paid  out  of  the  appropriations  of  that  year. 
Thus,  then,  the  deficit  of  tbe  last  year,  (if  fair  to 
estimate  the  probable  amount  of  all  preceding 
deficits,  and  to  take  also  into  view  a  considerable 

;|iiaotity  of  materials  remaining  now  on  hand  for 
uture  public  use,)  the  actual  amount  of  what 
seems  to  be  the  present  deficit  would  be  greatly 
diminished.  The  committee,  however,  feel  it  their 
duty  to  say  that  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Build- 
ings appears  to  have  pursued  the  duties  coming 
within  the  scope  of  his  professional  business  and 
charge  with  a  laudable,  zeal,  and  with  an  integrity 
which  not  a  shadow  of  reason  appears  to  them  to 
qaestion. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  office  of 
Snrveyor  of  Public  Buildings,  the  committee, 
not  finding  such  an  officer  recognised  by  law, 
cannot  perceive  how  the  President,  under  whose 
general  control  all  tbe  public  works  of  the  city 
are  conducted,  can  dispense  with  the  employment 
of  some  such  principal  architect.  If  he  can,  it  is 


now.  and  will  be  at  other  times,  in  his  power  to 
do  so.  It  is  an  office,  indeed,  which  must  cease 
with  the  appropriations  that  sustain  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  not  having  been 
able  to  discover  that  the  sacred  principle  of  the 
Constitution,  which  enjoins  that  do  money  shall 
be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence 
of  appropriations  made  by  law,  has  been  at  all 
violated  ;  and  although  a  debt  has  been  incurred, 
and  the  public  faith  in  a  manner  pledged  beyond 
the  real  amount  of  actual  appropriation  in  the 
present  instaoce,  belicTe  the  whole  has  happened 
under  circumstances  forming  an  apolugjr  not 
slight  in  its  nature,  and  the  force  of  which,  it 
may  be  presumed,  toe  House  will  at  once  sec. 
They,  therefore,  beg  leave,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  to  ofiier  the  same  bill  which  thef 
before  reported  to  the  House. 

Sdferintenoent's  Office, 
Washington,  April  15, 1808. 

Sih:  Id  reply  to  your  letter  requiring  "inform- 
ation of  the  circumstances  which  produced  the 
deficit  in  tbe  appropriation  for  the  Public  Build- 
ings," 1  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  moneys 
which  have  been  appropriated  for  these  bufldiagi, 
and  the  ways  between  tne  same,  have  been  pl8«d 
in  my  hands  bv  the  President  of  tbe  United  States 
to  be  disbursed  under  his  direction,  and  accounted 
for  with  the  Treasury  Department ;  that,  in  tbe 
execution  of  this  agency.  Iwas  obliged,  by  its  na- 
ture and  necessary  connexion  with  the  duties  and 
province  of  tbe  architect  or  surveyor  of  the 
works,  to  rely  very  much  on  him,  as  well  in  cer- 
tifying and  attesting  claims  for  materials  and 
workmanship,  as  in  so  regulatint;  our  operations 
that  the  cost  of  the  work  of  each  season  should 
be  commensurate  with  or  within  tbe  limit  of  tbe 
appropriation  made  to  cover  it ;  and  the  state  of 
the  funds  was,  for  that  purpose,  from  time  to 
time,  communicated  to  the  architect. 

This  system  was  pursued  with  the  desired  effect 
until  the  close  of  the  year  1806.  when,  after  the 
appropriation  of  that  year  bad  been  wholly  dis- 
bursed, and  my  accounts  made  up,  I  found  there 
were  some  unsatisfied  claims,  but  supposed  tha 
amount  was  as  small  as  could  be  expected  ta 
transactions  of  that  kind  and  extent  Id  that 
supposition,  however,  I  was  disappointed ;  for  it 
appears  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  appro* 
priatioD  for  1807  (which  1  understood  and  expect- 
ed was  made  as  adequate  only  to  cover  the  works 
of  that  year)  has  been  paid  for  prior  claims, 
though  not  presented  to  me  till  1807.  This  cir- 
cumstance, and  the  state  of  our  funds  early  last 
Fall,  convinced  me  that  the  then  unexpended  bal- 
ance would  be  insufficient  for  effecting  the  con- 
templated objects  of  the  season^  particularly  that 
the  portion  of  that  balance  applicable  to  the  south 
wing  of  tbe  Capitol  would  fall  short  of  prepariog 
it  for  tbe  reception  of  the  Representatives,  witl^ 
out  incurring  debt,  and  i  accordingly  apprized  the 
architect  of  my  apprehensions;  and  then,  as  well 
as  often  subsequently,  gave  htm  a  riew  of  the 
fund^  and  inrited  his  attention  tberett^  from  ttma 
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to  time,  so  as  to  avoid  uDaatborized  debts  bjr  ex- 
eeediog  the  appropriatioDs,  which  would  Dot  only 
beaTiolation  of  a  priociple  of  QorernmeDt  which 
eoDld  not  be  too  sacredly  regarded,  but  would  also 
be  in  contraventioD  of  the  strict  and  often  repeat- 
ed iDjanction  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
sever  to  let  the  cost  of  the  work  of  any  season  ex- 
ceed the  amonnt  of  the  appropriation. 

The  Surveyor  was  doubtless  fully  impressed 
with  the  necessity  and  propriety  of  being  govern- 
ed by  these  obligations  and  considerations  of  duty, 
and  stated  that  he  hoped  and  believed  that,  when 
tbe  account  of  the  south  wiog  should  be  justly 
credited  with  various  articles  wholly  charged, 
when  purchased,  to  that  HwouQt)  but  afterward 
partially  applied  to  other  o*ecta  and  uses,  there 
would  be  fouDd  fairly  applicable  to  that  wing  a 
■am  nearly,  if  not  quite,  sufficient  to  put  it  into  a 
state  of  timely  preparation  for  the  ensuing  session 
of  Congress ;  but  that  the  little  time  withm  which 
a  great  deal  of  work  was  to  be  done  would  not 
admit  of  making  such  measarements  and  returns 
as  would  show  the  precise  state  of  things  before 
the  close  of  the  season.  The  south  wing  fund 
800Q  after  appeared  on  the  face  of  my  books  to  be 
wholly  disbursed,  and  I  declined  charging  any  fur- 
ther sums  to  that  fund;  but,  in  consequence  of  the 
anorance  of  the  Surveyor  that  it  would  be  enti- 
tled, as  before  stated,  to  considerable  credits,  I 
made  advances,  on  account  of  many  persons  who 
had  mixed  claims,  out  of  the  north  wing  fund, 
and  in  that  way  kept  the  workmen  together,  and 
the  work  progressing  until  Congress  met,  and 
time  was  afforded  for  an  apportionment  and  sep- 
aration of  tbo»e  mixed  transactions,  and  an  accu- 
rate arraagement  of  all  the  accounts.  By  these, 
as  taken  from  the  measurements  and  certified  re- 
turns of  the  Surveyor,  it  appears  that  a  much 
larger  debt  or  deficit  has  been  incurred  than  he 
had^  I  believe,  ever  conceived,  certainly  than  he 
ever  expressed  to  me  an  idea  of.  This  error  of 
misconception  of  the  amount  of  debt,  was,  in  a 
yreat  decree,  caused  by  the  circumstance  of  an 
immense  amount  of  sionecutiers' and  other  work 
done  hy  contract  not  having  been  previously  mea- 
sured, in  consequence  of  difficulty  alleged  to  at- 
tend the  measurementnf  such  work  in  a  progress- 
ive and  unfinished  state.  Payments  on  account 
to  a  large  amount  had  been  made  to  these  con- 
tractors, on  estimates  certified  to  me,  from  time 
to  time,  aud  known  by  all  parties  to  be  within 
the  amount  due ;  but  until  accurate  measurements 
were  made,  none  of  us  supposed  the  balances  due 
from  the  public  were  so  large, 

I  hare  only  to  add.  that,  although  this  excess 
is  only  now  discovered,  it  may  fairly  be  consider- 
ed as  arising  out  of  the  works  of  five  years, 
amounting  to  between  three  and  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  of  a  nature  and  magnitude 
hardly  susceptible  of  precision  or  exactness,  in  all 
their  uoforeseen  and  various  ramifications.  It  is 
also  a  just  consideration  that,  in  the  amount  of 
that  excess,  is  included  materials  now  on  hand 
and  ready  for  public  use,  but  which,  if  pat  into 
market,  would  leimbune  a  large  portion  of  the 
deficit. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfally,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  MUNROE. 
Hon.  Richard*6takpobd. 

Washingtoii,  April  5, 1808. 
Sib:  At  your  request^  we  whose  names  are 
hereunto  subscribed,  wiUiogly  state  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  y«ar  1807,  anda  considerable  time 
previous  to  tbe  completion  of  the  public  works  on 
which  we  were  engaged,  we  were  apprized  that 
the  appropriation  of  moneys  by  Congress  was  ex- 
hausted, and  that  we  proceeded  in  theexecutioD 
of  the  work  committed  to  us,  in  full  confidence 
that,  unless  our  work  were  insufficiently  or  un- 
faithfully performed^  we  should  not  be  permitted 
by  the  National  Legislature  to  lose  the  reward  of 
our  labor  or  the  value  of  our  materials. 

GEORGE  BLAGDEN,  Stonecutter, 
THOMAS  MACHEN,  Stonemason, 
S.  MEADS,  Foreman  of  carpenter*. 
HENRY  INGLE,  Cabtnetinhker 

and  ironmonger, 
GRIFFITH  COOMBE, 

Lumber  mercAant. 
B.  Henby  Latrgbb,  Esq., 

Surveyor  of  the  Public  Buildinge 
U.S.  at  iVaahington, 

The  principal  part  of  the  workmen  are  at  prei- 
eot  absent  from  the  city. 

B.  H.  LATROBE. 


GENERAL  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

[Communicated  to  the  Houm,  April  Sfi,  1808.] 
Pursaant  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  calling 
on  me  for  testimony  relative  to  General  Wilkin- 
son's receipt  of  money  from  the  Spaniards,  I  now 
lay  before  it  some  original  paperii,  corroborating 
the  statement  which  I  have  already  given : 

No.  1.  The  first  is  the  translation  of  a  tetter,  in 
Spanish,  from  Thomas  Power  toD.  Thomas  Por- 
tell,  dated  at  New  Madrid,  June  27,  1796,  and 
containing  the  reasons  why  it  was  proper  for 
Porlell  to  deliver  to  Power,  without  an  order  in 
writing  from  General  Wilkmsoa,  a  sum  of  money 
which  had  been  placed  for  that  purpose  in  Por- 
tell's  hands  by  the  Spanish  Government  of  New 
Orleans.  Tbe  original  letter  is  subjoined  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Mr.  Power,  with  which  I  am 
acquainted. 

This  letter  explains  the  deposition  of  Derbigny, 
and  also  makes  mention  of  the  letter  in  cipher 
from  General  Wilkinson  to  Gayoso,  then  Gov- 
ernor of  Natchez,  of  which  a  translation,  in  the 
hand-writing  of  Gayoso,  has  heretofore  been  laid 
before  the  House.  It  may  be  proper  to  add  that 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of 
Gayoso,  in  which  the  traoslation  is  written,  and 
that  he  has  been  dead  more  than  eight  years. 

No.  2.  A  translation  of  Portell's  answer  to  the 
forgoing,  dated  Madrid,  on  tbe  same  day,  June 
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27, 1796.  Tbe  origtDat  is  subjoined  in  tbe  haod- 
wriiing  of  Fortell,  with  which  I  am  acquainted. 

Tbe  object  of  ibis  correspondence  seems  to 
have  been  to  furnish  to  Portell  the  means  of 
ezjiUining  to  bis  superiors  his  Motives  for  deliv- 
ering tbe  money  without  a  written  order. 

Nos.  3  and  4  are  two  original  papers  in  tbe 
hand-writing  of  Philip  Nolan,  with  which  I  am 
well  acquainted.  Nolan  was  the  confidential 
agent  of  General  Wilkinson  in  1796,  and  has  been 
dead  several  years. 

These  two  papers  are  slated  by  Mr.  Power  to 
be  secret  instructions  given  to  him  by  General 
Wilkinson,  after  tbe  latter  received  money  from 
Portell,  mentioned  in  Nos.  1  and  2.  Tbe  instruc- 
tions, according  to  Mr.  Power's  statement,  were 
given  in  the  hand-writing  of  Nolan,  as  a  measure 
of  precaution  against  the  danger  of  detection. 
The  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  of  which  they 
make  mention,  are  stated  by  Mr.  Power  to  be  a 
part  of  the  sum  received,  for  Wilkinsouj  of  Por- 
tell. which  Power,  aAer  his  arrival  la  Ken- 
lucky,  was  obliged  to  use  for  the  expenses  of  his 
journey. 

No.  5.  Is  tbe  translation  of  a  letter  to  the  Ba- 
ron de  Carondelet  from  Mr.  Power,  dated  at  New 
Orleans,  May  9, 1797,  after  bis  return  from  Ken- 
tucky. The  original  letter  in  Spanish  is  sub- 
joined. It  is  in  Mr.  Power's  band-writing,  with 
which  I  am  acquainted.  It  explains  the  affair  of 
tbe  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  mentioned  in 
the  secret  instructions,  Nos.  3.  and  4,  and  refers 
to  and  quotes  those  instructions  as  tbe  instructions 
of  General  Wilkinson. 

No.  6.  Is  the  translation  of  tbe  Baron  de  Car- 
ondelet's  answer  to  this  letter.  The  answer  is  in 
Spanish,  and  in  the  hand-writing  of  Don  Andres 
Armesto,  Secretary  to  tbe  Government,  wbicb  I 
know.  It  is  signed  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
with  whose  signature  I  am  acquainted. 

DANIEL  CLARE. 


No.  1. 

Tran^tion  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Power  to  Don 
Tbomu  Portell,  Commandant  of  New  Madrid, 
dated 

New  Madrid,  June  26, 1797. 
Having  received  verbal  instructions  from  Mr. 
James  Wilkinson,  tbe  American  General,  to  take 
charge  of  tbe  money,  wbicb,  by  a  letter,  be  re- 
ceived from  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Government, 
Don  Andres  Armesto,  under  date  of  seventh  or 
eighth  of  March  last,  of  which  I  was  bearer,  be 
has  advice,  is  deposited  in  this  post,  and  being 
informed,  by  tbe  official  letter  wnich  you  bare 
received  on  this  business  from  tbe  Governor 
Qeneral  of  *he  Province,  of  which  yon  will  be 
pleased  to  furnish  me  a  copy,  that  said  money  is 
not  to  be  delivered  without  an  express  order  from 
the  said  Mr.  Wilkinson,  I  find  myself  forced  to 
relate  circumstantially  some  particulars  to  smooth 
and  remove  the  difficulty  which  tbe  want  of  a 
written  order  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid  General 
Wilkinson  presents.  Although  this  relation  may 
^i^iear  an  abase  of  tbe  confidence  with  which  the 


Giovernor  General  of  the  Province  and  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Natchez,  and  particularly  General  WU- 
kinson,  have  honored  me,  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  argeney  of  the  case  which  offers  will  lene 
me  as  an  excuse  and  justification. 

You  are  not  ignorant  of  tbe  fact,  that  Doa 
Manuel  Gayoso  de  Lemos  being  here  in  themoaik 
of  September,  of  the  year  last  past,  be  intnuied 
to  me  some  despatches  of  the  greatest  importsicc 
for  General  Wilkinson,  which  I  carried  to  Cia* 
cinnati,  and  I  returned  with  the  answers  in  ike 
month  of  November.  By  order  of  tbe  said  Dob 
Manuel  Gayoso,  I  made  immediately  anothcc 
journey  to  the  Ohio,  and  I  ascended  it  to  Red  Bank 
m  search  of  SebastiM.  who  came  with  me  to  tbe 
moutb  of  the  Ohio,  wliere  we  met  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Natchez.  At  the  end  of  December,  1 
accompanied  this  gentleman  to  Natchez,  and  I 
went  thence  to  New  Orleans. 

The  principal  object  of  my  going  down  was  to 
take  charge,  by  order  of  General  Wilkinson,  of 
the  money  which  you  have  now  in  deposite  bt 
him,  which  is  shown  by  the  letters  which  be 
wrote  to  the  Governors  of  this  Province  and  of 
Natchez ;  but,  at  my  arrival,  tbe  money  had  beat 
already  sent  off  in  one  of  His  Majesiy*s  gallejr* 
for  this  place,  which  I  learned  from  the  Buon  de 
Carondelet,  the  Intendant,  and  Don  Andres  de 
Armesto.  I  repeatedly  treated  on  this  baiiact* 
with  the  two  last  of  these  persons,  urging  forclhlf 
tbe  necessity  of  sending  sugar,  coffee,  and  powder 
to  New  Madrid,  to  form  a  cargo  to  lake  to  Ken- 
tucky with  Wilkinson's  money,  hiding,  by  ibis 
means,  the  true  intention  of  the  vovage,  and  ^r- 
ing  it  the  appearance  of  a  commercial  specnlauoD. 
All  this  Wilkinson  had  before  represented  as  is- 
dispensable  for  many  reasons,  particolarljr  in  or* 
der  to  avoid  a  mtsfortnne  similar  to  that  which 
bad  already  occurred.  At  last  tbe  Secretary  toU 
me  that  the  baiw  in  which  Mr.  Aaron  Greg^ 
tbe  American  officer,  was  to  go  np,  was  destiocd 
for  this  service,  and  that  as  for  the  crew,  he 
would  permit  me  to  choose  amonfc  the  Ctenc^ 
residents  in  this  post,  those  who  might  appear  to 
me  most  worthy  of  confidence,  so  that  I  left  New 
Orleans  with  tbe  belief  that  at  my  return  to  this 
post  I  should  find  everything  disposed  confor- 
mable to  what  I  have  just  related.  On  arrival 
at  Greenville,  informed  General  Wilkinson  of 
the  steps  which  I  had  no  doubt  had  been  taken, 
from  whence  has  resulted,  that  he,  like  myself 
was  impressed  with  tbe  belief  that  all  the  mn- 
sures  for  executing  this  service  with  success  hai 
been  taken.  I  cannot  communicate  all  tbe  mo- 
tives wby  Wilkinson  has  not  given  me  an  ndcr 
in  writing  J  but  one  of  them  wns,  that  he  did  sot 
know  tbe  sum  of  money  which  you  had  to  delirer 
to  his  order,  die  Governors  not  having  written  a 
word  to  him  on  tbe  subject,  the  Secreury  only 
saying  that  his  money  was  deposited  in  New 
Madrid,  without  expressing  the  sum.  In  tbe  let- 
ters in  cipher,  from  General  Wilkinson  for  tbe 
Governors,  which  are  here  enclosed,  he  tells  them 
that  he  has  sent  me  to  bring  the  aforesaid  money, 
informing  you  that  the  No.  1  is  for  the  Gortfoor 
General  of  the  Province,  and  the  No.  2  for  Dm 
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Manael  Gayoso.  I  will  add  ihat  Geaeral  Wil- 
kiosnn.  when  I  represented  to  him  that  on  pre- 
sentine  myself  without  bis  order  in  writing  some 
difficulty  might  arise,  authorized  me,  if  the  case 
required  it,  to  write  an  order  that  you  should  de- 
liTer  his  money,  specifying  the  sum  there  might 
be,  sigaing  it  id  hia  name,  and  gifing  yoa  a  re- 
ceipt therefor.  I  caonol  omit  that  the  commis- 
sion of  Qeneral  Wilkinson  was  so  sadden,  so  ur- 
geoi,  that  it  was  extended  even  to  limiting  my 
return  to  my  destination  by  the  first  of  August, 
of  which  I  advise  you  that  you  may  endearor 
not  to  delay  the  service.  I  believe  ihat  the  Gov- 
ernor General  is  not  i^orant  of  the  embarrass- 
ments of  Genera)  Wilkmson,  nor  can  he  be  igno- 
rant that,  for  a  long  time  past,  he  has  been 
expecting  this  money,  the  delay  of  which  has 
been  the  canse  of  much  trouble  to  him,  involving 
him  in  great  difficullies;  and  1  can  assure  you. 
confidently,  that  he  will  be  very  much  disgustea 
-with  any  delays  in  the  expedition,  which  might 
be  productive  of  serious  injury.  As  for  the  mode 
of  carrying  the  money,  it  rs  evident  that  to  take 
it  opealy  would  be  too  scandalous  a  thiDg,  if  I 
were  not  to  say  thnt  it  would  be  madness.  The 
unhappy  result  of  the  expedition  of  the  noforiu- 
nate  Henry  Owen  ought  to  serve  as  a  beacon,  in 
order  not  to  lose  ourselves  on  (he  same  rock,  and 
CO  make  us  take  another  course  less  dangerous. 
1  would  wish  you  to  put  a  bag  of  one  thousand 
dollars  in  a  barrel  of  coffee  or  sugar^  so  that  al- 
though the  difference  of  the  respeclive  gravity, 
between  silver,  sugar,  and  coffee  be  very  great 
the  quantity  beins  so  small  it  will  not  be  easily 
known.  It  will  likewise  be  prudent  to  carry 
some  barrels  without  money  in  order  to  sell  them 
before  arriving  at  Cincinnati,  if  it  should  so  hap' 
pen  that  any  one  should  offer  to  buy  these  goods, 
because  not  to  sell  them  when  it  might  be  done 
to  advantage  would  excite  suspicion;  and  to 
complete  the  disguise  it  would  b«  well  to  take  a 
certain  quantity  of  powder  and  rum.  If  these 
dispositions  should  appear  defective,  T  beg  you  to 
make  snch  changes  as  may  be  to  your  mind. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

No.  2. 

Trmnslationof  a  letter  from  Don  Thomas  Portell  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Power,  dated 

New  Madrid,  June  27,  1796. 
Having  well  considered  the  contents  of  your 
letter  of  this  day,  I  mention  that  I  agree  in  every- 
thing to  the  whole  of  the  reflections  you  place  be- 
fore me;  although  at  first  sight  it  appears  that  I 
ought  to  vrait  the  decision  of  the  Governor  Gen- 
erfd,  as  he  prescribes  to  me  in  his  official  letter  of 
the  20tb  of  January  of  the  present  year,  and  of 
vhich  I  enclose  you  a  copy,  which  you  request  of 
me.  The  circumstances  which  you  expose  are 
snch.  that  they  leave  me  nothing  more  to  do  than 
to  tell  you  to  forward  me  a  memorandum  of  the 
nnmber  of  pounds  of  coffee,  sugar,  barrels  in  which 
to  fill  the  powder  and  rum  you  desire  for  your 
expedition,  because,  as  soon  as  I  receive  it,  I  will 
get  it  ready  as  yoa  desire,  informing  you  that  for 


the  merchandise  you  must  sign  me  an  acknowl- 
edgmefit  of  having  received  it,  and  for  the  money 
a  receipt  as  the  attorney  of  General  Wilkii^on. 

In  order  that  the  barge  may  be  ready,  and  as 
you  may  want  it,  I  have  written  an  official  letter 
to  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  Vincente  Foleh,  that 
he  may  send  it  as  soon  as  possible,  because  aa  no- 
thing was  said  to  me  of  what  you  have  now  men- 
tioned respecting  it,  Mr.  Francis  Laoglois  asked 
it  of  me  for  an  affair  of  service,  and  took  it  load- 
ed with  corn  to  the  Fort  of  San  Fernando,  and  it 
has  not  been  returned,  although  I  have  required 
it,  thinking  it  might  be  wanted  here  ;  Don  Vin- 
cente Folch  having  answered  me,  that  if  I  had 
not  orders  to  keep  it,  there  were  none  to  re- 
turn it. 

The  two  letters  in  cipher  remain  in  my  hands, 
which  I  shall  forward  by  the  first  safe  opportu- 
nity, with  the  di&tinctioo  you  point  out,  No.  1  to 
the  Governor  General,  and  No.  2  to  the  Governor 
of  Natchez. 

As  for  packing  the  money  and  arranging  the 
barrels,  as  soon  as  they  are  ready,  between  yoa 
and  myself,  all  this  may  be  done  without  any 
one  else  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  it.  God  pre- 
serve you  many  years. 


No.  3. 

Instructions  from  Gen.Wilkinson  to  Thomas  Power. 

To  proceed  loGalliopolis:  to  make  application 
and  propositions  to  the  leading  characters  there 
to  induce  them  to  move  to  New  Madrid,  with  all 
the  French  of  that  settlement :  to  urge  this  point 
in  such  measure  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  the 
public  officers  there,  whose  report  to  the  Execu- 
tive wril  immediately  follow,  and  will  account  for 
his  frequent  missions  to  that  place :  to  return  as 
rapidly  as  possible ;  to  load  with  flour  and  pro- 
ceed without  8  moment's  delay  to  New  Orleans ; 
in  the  route  to  see  Newman,  and  to  enter  on  the 
subject  of  his  desertion ;  to  inform  him  ol  the 
facts  which  have  transpired,  and  the  opinions 
prevalent;  to  urge  his  return,  as  the  request  of 
all  his  friends;  to  assure  him  of  safety,  and  of 
such  reward  as  he  may  demand ;  also,  that,  being 
pardoned  for  the  imputed  offence,  no  further  pro- 
cess can  lay  against  him  for  the  same;  that  the 
oath  which  he  was  suborned  to  take,  being  made 
while  in  duress,  is  in  itself  a  nullity,  and  cannot 
be  offered  in  crimination  of  him ;  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary that  he  should  take  down  his  examina- 
tion, founded  on  the  interrogations  furnished  him : 
and  if  they  prove  material  to  the  crimination  of 
Wane  and  his  associates,  then  he  must  embark 

N  n  under  a  fictitious  name  at  New  Orleans 

for  Philadelphia;  and  having  arrived  there,  must 
lodge  him  in  some  retired  place,  and  call  upon 
me,  under  cover  of  the  night,  for  further  advice. 

You  will  hear  of  me  at  .   If  N  n  caonol 

be  prevailed  upon  to  return  under  dispositions 
favorable  to  my  views,  then  let  his  declaration  on 
oath  be  circumstantially  taken  to  all  the  points 
enumerated  in  the  interruptions,  in  the  presence 
of  Dr.  Flowers.  Colonel  Bruin.  Daniel  Clark,  or 
any  three  or  four  of  the  mait  notorious,  and  of 
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the  most  respectable  Americans  of  the  Natchez 
district.  Let  these  gentlemen  certify  to  two 
copies,  and  to  the  original,  and  let  them  be  trans- 
muted to  me  througb  differeot  channels.  P.  to 
take  charge  of  the  original.  Mr.  P.  must  take 
with  him  credentials  from  the  Government  of 
'Loaistana,  acquitting  him  of  an^  political  con- 
nexion or  agencjr  injurious  or  hostile  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  United  States.  He  must  carry  to 
Philadelphia  testimonials  of  his  family  aud  char- 
acter, addressed  to  as  many  of  ibe  native  respect- 
able merchants  of  that  city  as  possible:  these 
may  be  readily  procured  from  New  Orleans  and 
the  Havana. 

It  is  indispensable  that  P.  should  meet  me  in 
Phitadetphia ;  for  the  rest  let  him  rely  on  my 
frieodshipand  address.  To  collect  from  Bradford 
ever^y  information  respecting  the  Pitt&burg  insur- 
rection, which  may  be  employed^  ^bou^  ii  be 
found  necessary,  to  disgrace  certam  persons:  to 
bear  no  paper  about  bim  which  carries  my  name 
upon  it. 


No.  4. 

Employ  the  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  avec 
le  cargaison,  to  pay  expenses  and  lay  in  a  cargo 
of  best  flour  pour  la  ville,  where  it  will  help  to 
reimburse.  In  making  your  settlement,  take  care 
to  secure  me  the  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
advanced,  and  bring  them  with  you.  I  have 
urged  peremptorily  the  necessity  of  your  presence 
at  the  metropolis.  Bring  me  N— ~-n,  if,  upon  ex- 
amination, yon  find  his  presence  of  more  conse- 
quence than  his  disposition,  when  taken  as  di- 
rected. I  believe  he  was  caused'  to  desert  by 
0*Hara :  probe  him  to  that  point.  You  are  to 
bring  me  papers,  but  my  name  is  not  to  be  writ- 
ten or  spoken.  You  must  do  the  needful  below 
to  expose  and  delect  past  treachery  or  indiscre- 
tion, and  to  prevent  either  in  future.  I  have  re- 
ferred particularly  on  this  head.  1  shall  expect 
you  impatiently.  Should  I  continue  where  1  am, 
I  shall  wish  you  near  me.  If  I  cross  the  water, 
you  are  to  accompany:  bring  every  credential  of 
family  and  fortune  to  repulse  the  insinuations  of 

 .   Trust  something  to  my  address,  and  put 

j&ith  in  my  honor  and  affections  to  the  grave. 

Na5. 

Letter  from  Thomas  Power  to  the  Baron  de  Caron- 
delet,  dated 

New  Obleans,  May  9,  1797. 

Enclosed  your  Excellency  will  receive  the  doc- 
uments relative  to  roy  last  confidential  expedition, 
made  by  vour  Excellency's  order,  on  the  Ohio,  of 
which  I  nave  already  given  you  a  narrative,  as 
well  verbal  as  in  writing.  The  remarks  which 
follow  will  serve  for  its  elucidation. 

I  left  New  Madrid  with  ten  oarsmen  and  a 
patron  ;  the  provisions  which  were  delivered  to  ; 
the  crew  were,  biscuit  for  a  month  ;  meat  for  a 
month;  rum  for  fifteen  days. 

To  disguiscj  as  far  as  possible,  the  true  object 
of  the  expedition,  we  had  hired  tne  people  under 


the  same  conditions  as  are  common  in  commer- 
cial voyages,  so  that  (he  monthly  rations  allowed 
by  the  King  did  not  even  last  fifteen  days.  The 
reason  why  I  issued  to  the  crew  two  extraordi- 
nary allowances  of  liquor  daily,  counting  Jr<xB 
the  day  we  left  Red  Bank  until  our  arrivaTatthe 
falls  of  Ohio,  was  to  encourage  them  to  row  with 
vigor,  that  Lieutenant  Steel,  whom  I  thought  in 

Eursuit  of  me,  might  not  again  take  tne,  because, 
ad  I  fallen  into  his  hands  a  second  time,  I  was 
lost.  As  respects  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars, for  the  horse  which  I  bought  to  make  the 
journey  from  Frankfort  to  Cincinnati,  and  tiie 
expenses  which  accrued  on  this  journey,  they 
were  indispensable  for  a  double  motive:  to  carry 
my  complaint  against  Steel,  for  having  ofiered  ao 
great  an  insult  to  our  flag,  and  to  give  advice  of 
my  arrival  to  the  American  General,  Mr.  James 
Wilkinson,  that  he  might  take  the  necessary  mea- 
sures. I  have  to  add  that,  the  motive  which  has 
induced  me  to  dispose  of  the  mercfaaDdise  which 
I  received  of  J.  and  A.  HoDt,  in  exchange  for  the 
coffee  and  sugar,  was  to  ^ive  credit  to  the  opto- 
ion  which  I  myself  had  raised,  that  I  bad  come  to 
purchase  horses  to  take  to  Natchez,  in  order  lo 
belter  the  breed  in  that  district.  Bt-sides  this,  as 
the  occurrence  with  Steel  had  awakened  suspi- 
cions,  excited  apprehensions,  and  attracted  tne 
attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Western  coun- 
try, all  had  their  eyes  directed  on  me,  so  that  I 
found  myself  obliged  lo  do  something  which 
should  please  them,  that  it  might  serve  me  as  a 
safe  conduct  to  quit  those  ^rts,  which  by  this 
means  I  happily  effected.  The  mare,  of  which 
the  statement  No.  1  makes  mention,  was  lost  on 
my  arrival  at  New  Madrid  in  the  woods,  where 
she  died  of  thirst,  the  excessive  frosta  having  en- 
tirely frozen  up  the  waters.  The  stud-faorae  I 
delivered  on  going  down  to  Don  Maonet  Gajron 
de  Lemos,  but  he  returned  him  to  me  a  short  time 
since,  and  I  have  him  carefully  kept  until  your 
Excellency  is  pleased  to  make  some  disposition 
respecting  him.  Of  the  sum  of  $9,640,  which  1 
was  to  deliver  to  Mr.  James  Wilkinson,  I  have 
onlydelivered  him  nine  thousand,  having  retained 
the  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars  toavoid  the  un- 
fortunate result  with  which  I  was  threatened, 
and  likewise  to  provide  what  was  necessary  foe 
the  crew  during  the  voyage.  The  following  are 
the  documents  which  are  enclosed: 

No.  1.  The  account  sale  of  the  merehaodise, 
laden,  t&c. 

No.  2.  Account  of  the  expenses  for  the  crew. 

No.  3.  Account  and  expenditure  of  the  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

No.  4.  Statement  which  shows  in  what  man- 
ner the  merchandise  has  been  made  tue  of. 

No.  5.  Siatement  which  shows  what  is  due 
to  me. 

No.  6.  Invoice  of  J.  and  A.  Hunt. 

Ail  which  are  accompanied  with  the  obligation 
of  Mr.  N.  Welch  for  one  hundred  and  five  dollars, 
and  the  two  receipts  of  Mr.  Boyd,  the  one  for  four 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  and  two-thirds,  for 
the  value  of  a  horse ;  the  other  for  two  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  value  of  a  mare.  The  balance 
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which  appears  in  my  favor,  according  to  the 
atatements  numbers  3  and  4,  as  well  as  the  ao- 
eount  of  my  monthly  par  for  fourteen  months,  I 
beg  your  Ezeelleney  will  be  pleased  to  dirvct  that 
it  should  be  remitted  to  me,  or  delivered  to  Mr. 
Philip  NoUd,  to  whom  I  hare  given  advice  on 
the  subiect.  ^ 

Mr.  James  Wilkinsonin  the  iottructions  which 
he  has  given  me,  directs  that  I  should  pretient  to 
your  Excellency  the  account  of  the  expenses  to 
which  the  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars  have  been 
applied,  (and  1  have  done  so  in  the  statement  No. 
3,)  that  be  may  be  reimbursed  said  amount.  The 
instruction  says,  "in  making  your  settlement  take 
care  to  secure  me  the  six  hundred  and  forty  dol- 
lars advanced,  and  bring  them  with  you."  Al- 
though he  chawed  me  to  take  them  to  him  to  the 
United  States,  I  am  of  opinion  that  no  one  is  bet- 
ter laited  to  remit  them  than  Mr.  Philip  Nolan, 
as  your  Excellency  has  now  resolved  that  I  should 
remain  in  this  Province;  your  Excellency  will 
please  to  suffer  me  to  assure  you  that  in  every 
particular  I  have  acted  with  prudence,  with  honor, 
and  the  disinterestedness  of  an  honest  man,  as 
well  as  with  the  zeal  and  fidelity  which  the  Ring's 
service  requires,  and  with  the  viffitance  and  ac- 
^vi\ly,  [here  there  is  a  line  unintelligible.^  !  de- 
serve oothing,and  expect  nothing,  for  having  ful- 
filled the  obligations  of  a  eood  subject  to  His  Ma- 
jesty, unless  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
procure  me  opportunities  of  displaying  the  incii- 
pation  I  feel  of  sacrificing  myself  for  the  prosper- 
ity of  my  country  and  glory  of  my  Sovereign. 

God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 

THOMAS  POWER. 


No.  6. 


Answer  to  the  foregoing,  dated 

New  Oruanb,  AfaySS,  1797. 

There  remains  in  my  hands  the  six  documents 
relative  to  the  account  of  the  last  expedition 
which  yoti  made  on  the  Ohio,  and  which  you 
enclosed  to  me  in  your  official  letter  of  the  9ih 
instant,  and  they  are  as  follows: 

No.  1.  Account  sales  of  the  effects  laden  at 
New  Madrid. 

No.  2.  A  nother  of  the  expenses  of  the  crew. 

No.  3.  Account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

No.  4.  Statement  which  shows  how  the  mer- 
chandise has  been  emptoyed. 

No.  5  Statement  which  shows  the  balances  due 
to  you,  &c. 

No.  6.  Original  invoice  of  J.  and  A.  Hunt. 

On  account  of  it,  there  will  be  delivered  to  you 
one  thousand  dollars,  that  you  may  make  prepar- 
ations for  yonr  journey  in  the  new  commission 
which  I  intrust  to  your  care. 

It  is  necessary  to  see  how  you  can  get  rid  of 
the  horse  with  the  least  ppssible  loss,  as  well  as  to 
recover  the  debt  of  Nicholas  Welch,  or  have  it 
recovered,  for  which  pur})ose  I  enclose  you  his 
obligation ;  and  likewise  the  proceeds  of  the  mer- 
chandise, which,  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred 
and  Afty-three  dollars,  you  delivered  to  Don  Pe- 


dro Derbif^ny,  In  order  to  give  an  account  to  the 
Court  without  these  balances,  which  cause  trou- 
ble and  appear  speculations,  when  they  are  no 
more  than  the  effect  of  necessity,  and  the  diffi- 
culty which  these  commissions  cause  in  places 
where  there  are  no  resources,  when  you  have  to 
deceive  the  vigilance  of  spies. 

As  you  finish  these  matters,  and  as  soon  as  your 
present  commission  is  fulfilled,  you  will  give  me 
advice. 

Qod  preserve  you  many  years. 

BARON  DE  CARONDBLET. 
To  Thomas  Power. 


CLAIM  OP  BEAUMARCHAI8. 
•  _ 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  December  14,  1807.} 
Department  op  State, 

December  10,  1807. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred, 
by  the  House  of  Representatires,  on  the  26lb  of 
February  last,  the  Message  of  the  President  trans- 
mitting a  memorial  of  the  French  Minister,  on 
the  subject  of  the  claim  of  Amelie  Eugenie  de 
Beaumarchais,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon, 
now  reports : 

That  having,  in  pursuance  of  the  report  of  the 
Commi(tee  of  Claims,  on  which  the  reference 
was  founded,  consulted  the  Attorney  General,  on 
the  question  whether  the  sura  of  one  million  of 
livres,  received  June  10,  1776,  by  Mr.  de  Bean- 
marcbais  from  the  French  Government,  ought  to 
be  regarded  as  a  legal  payment  of  so  much  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  which  question  formed 
the  principal  difficultjr  in  settling  the  accounts  of 
Mr.  Beaumarchais  with  the  United  Stales,  he  has 
received,  in  answer,  the  examination  and  opinion 
hereto  annexed,  and  which  contain  the  view  of 
the  subject  which  he  begs  leave  to  lay  before  the 
House. 

Respectnilly  submitted. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

December  7, 1807. 
Sib:  I  have  examined  with  great  care  and  at- 
tention the  papers  you  submitted  to  ray  consider- 
ation, concerning  the  claim  of  the  representative 
of  the  late  Caron  de  Beaumarchai!;.  The  subject 
is,  in  every  view,  important.  Though  I  com- 
menced the  investigation  with  prepossessions  un- 
favorable 10  the  claim,  from  the  first  perusal  of  the 
documents,  the  inclination  of  my  mind  was  against 
the  respectable  opinions  which  have  been  given 
on  the  principal^f  not  the  sole  question  material 
to  be  decided.  This  circumstance  led  me  to  dis- 
trust my  first  impressions.  I  suspected  they  must 
be  erroneous,  and  that  they  would  yield  to  a  more 
diligent  inquiry  and  more  mature  deliberation. 
With  this  view,  I  have  reconsidered  the  case, 
and  the  result  of  my  reflections  confirms  me  in 
my  original  opinion.  I  shall  give  it  with  great 
deference,  because  the  sentiments  I  entertain  are 
opposed  to  those  of  gentlemen  every  way  well 
qualified  to  judge  correctly  on  the  suoject. 
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My  remarks  will  be  (foofined  to  that  part  of 
the  case  which  embraces  the  questioo,  rela(i7e  to  i 
the  railHoD  of  lirres  received  oo  the  lOth  of  June,  > 
A.  D.  1776. 

Before  we  can  form  a  correct  judgment  of  the 
law  applicable  to  the  case,  it  is  necessary  first  to 
ascertam  the  facts.  Ex  facto  oritur  jus.  Very 
fortunately,  in  this  instance,  there  is  little  dispute  ' 
about  mere  facts,  though  theinferenceatobedrawn 
from  particular  eireumstances  that  exist  in  the 
ease  afford  room  for  great  dirersity  of  opinion. 

It  appears  satisfactorily  from  the  documents, 
and  seems,  indeed,  to  be  admitted,  that  the  United 
States  did  actually  receive,  to  the  full  value  of  tae 
million  of  livres  in  question,  inarms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  warlike  stores,  from  the  late  Mr.  Beau- 
marchais, according  to  contract.  The  account 
between  the  United  Statv  and  Beaumarchais, 
as  settled  by  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Auditor,  on  the 
24th  May,  1793,  and  as  revised' and  corrected  by 
Mr.  Duvall,  the  Comptroller,  on  the  10th  Decem- 
ber, 1S05,  fully  confirms  this  fact.  That  Beau- 
marchais originally  had  a  legal  claim  for  the  value 
of  these  articles  must  be  evident  from  a  perusal 
of  the  papers.  That  this  claim  may  yet  exist, 
unless  satisfied  or  extinguished,  is  ec|ually  clear. 
Od  the  pan  of  the  United  States,  it  is  contended 
that  this  claim  has  been  paid.  When  the  allega- 
tion of  payment  is  opposed  to  a  demand  acknow- 
ledged to  be  otherwise  just,  the  {dea  should  be 
supported  py  proof  equally  strong  with  the  evi- 
dence that  would  have  been  required  to  verify  the 
claim.  The  plea  of  payment  is  affirmative,  and 
the  burden  rests  with  the  party  who  relies  on  this 
defence  to  make  out  his  case  by  sufficient  testi- 
mony. Natural  justice  would  seem  to  require 
that  degree  of  proof  which  would  be  necessary 
to  establish  the  right  in  an  original  suit  to  recover 
a  sum  of  equal  amount. 

The  United  States,  however,  do  not  allege  that 
they  paid  the  money  themselves.  They  do  not 
lay  that  Beaumarchais  received  this  sum  from 
their  hands,  but  that  it  was  paid  for  them,  at  a 
particular  period,  by  the  French  Oorernment;  to 
speak  more  correctly,  that  the  Qovernment  of 
France  advanced  to  Beaumarchais,  on  account 
of  the  American  Ghivemment,  a  million  of  livres, 
as  part  of  a  larger  sum  gratuitously  givea  by  the 
King  to  the  United  States.  For  this  sum  the 
United  States  claim  a  discount  against  the  rep- 
resentative of  Beaumarchais.  Whether  it  be  con- 
sidered in  the  light  of  a  payment,  or  of  a  discouot, 

cannot  vary  4be  question  or  the  degree  of  proof 

required. 

Let  us,  to  make  the  case  more  familiar,  suppose 
a  suit  to  be  instituted  against  the  United  States, 
to  recover  the  value  of  the  articles  furnished, 
amounting  to  one  million  of  livres;  the  defence 
relied  upon  would  be  either  the  plea  of  payment 
or  discount.  Letuspsoceed  to  examine  tne  tes- 
timony that  would  be  adduced  to  make  out  the 
defence. 

If  the  United  States  should  fail  in  maintaining, 
by  legal  proof,  the  grounds  of  defence  assumed, 
the  claim  of  Beaumarchais  must  be  established 
against  them ;  for  there  is  no  other  objection  to  it. 


Unless  it  has  been  satisfied  in  the  masoer  eon- 
tended,  it  is  a  legal  and  existing  claim  for  a  debt 
contracted  during  the  Revolution. 

The  contract  entered  into  by  Dr.  Franklin  witli 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  on  the  25ih  of  Febroarf , 
1783,  is  relied  on,  to  prove  that  the  King  of  FimD« 
had,  previously  to  the  dMe  of  our  Treaty  of  tlie 
6th  February,  1778,  grffbd  to  the  United  Slates 
three  millions  of  livres,  as  aids  and  snbsidiea,  na- 
der  the  title  of  gratuitous  assistance  from  the  pan 
generosity  of  the  King.  This  paper  a>e«riaiDi 
the  fact,  and  imports  the  receipt  by  the  United 
States.  The  Minister  of  the  French  Oorm- 
ment  declares,  and  that  of  the  American  Gorera- 
raent  admits,  the  grent  of  three  millioos  of  lima 
had  actually  Uken  place  before  the  6ih  Febmary, 
1778.  So  far  as  the  two  Governments  are  eoa- 
cerned,  this  instrument  would  seem  conctosire  up- 
on them.  But  it  is  very  questionable  bow  far  a  cctb- 
tract,  to  which  Beaumarchais  was  neither  a  {Wty, 
nor  privy,  ought  to  afiect  his  rights  or  interests.  It 
is.  strictly  speaking,  in  relation  to  him,  re*  taCer 
alios  acta.  The  effiwt  of  this  contract  is  to  show 
that  the  French  Government  declared  they  bad 
granted  to  us,  previous  to  the  6th  February,  177& 
three  millions  of  livres,  and  ibai  we  aeqalcsecd 
in  that  statement,  without  calling  on  them  to  ex- 
plain in  what  way,  either  in  the  shape  of  aids  or 
subsidies,  all  the  money  bad  been  applied.  We 
were  then  satisfied  with  their  simple  assertion,  re- 
posing full  faith  and  confidence,  I  presume,  ia 
their  declarations,  and  believing  that  the  whole 
sum  had  been  regularly  disbursed  for  our  benefit 
and  advantage. 

It  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  banker 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris  had  received  hot 
two  of  these  three  millions  of  livres.  In  the  year 
1786  application  was  made  to  the  Coont  de  Ver- 
gennes to  ascertain  at  what  date,  and  to  whom, 
the  remaining  million  was  paid.  It  is  a  remark- 
able fact  in  this  case,  that  the  apidication  wa.saat 
made  by  the  American  Government.  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, to  prevent  his  character  from  betiic  implica- 
ted in  the  transaction,  solicited  Mr.  Le  Oraod,  tbe 
banker  of  the  United  States,  to  make  the  inqniry 
of  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  Sereral  letters  were 
accordingly  addressed  to  the  proper  officer,  aad 
laid  before  the  Minister,  earnestly  demanding  in- 
formation on  the  subject.  The  answers  gave  the 
date  on  which  the  money  was  paid,  hut  in  the  hM 
the  Count  de  Vergennes  persisted  in  his  refosal 
to  give  up  the  name  of  the  individual  who  re- 
ceived it,  declaring  it  would  be  useless  and  incon- 
venient. These  circumstances  prove  the  transac- 
tion a  secret  one,  and  would  seem  to  impress  &t 
belief  that  the  application  of  the  money  was  to 
remain  a  profound  secret.  Why  this  should  be 
done,  unless  it  had  been  expended  in  secret  ser- 
vices it  would  be  difficult  to  say.  The  natui^ 
inference  is,  that  it  was  applied  in  this  maantr. 
Whether  the  undertaking  to  pay  with  one  i»id 
in  this  secret  way  the  monejr  they  had  ^irea  vitk 
.  the  other,  instead  of  permitting  the  Untied  StM« 
,  to  lay  it  out  according  to  their  own  diseretteai 
.  can  be  fairly  eonstdered  within  the  terms  of  tMr 
.  grant,  vat  orlgiaally  a  qaestion  of  importaiiee 
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betweeo  the  two  GorerDmeDts.  That  in  this  par- 
liealar  instance  the  French  Qovernment  assumed 
the  pow«i  I  presume,  appears  from  the  facts  ad- 
dncM.  That  weaequi«ced  in  it,  is  equally  plain. 
By  the  contract  we  there  had  acknowledged  the 
grant,  though  we  knew  neither  the  date,  nor  the 
person  to  whom  the  money  was  paid. 

When  the  name  of  the  indiriaoal  was  refused, 
it  could  not  bare  been  intoided  that  our  OoTem- 
ment  should  hare  from  him  any  account  of  its 
application ;  for  without  knowing  the  person  who 
received  the  money,  we  could  not  possibly  have 
an  account  rendered.  It  would  be  difficult  at  this 
period  (1786)  to  assign  any  other  motive  for  con- 
cealing the  name  of  the  individual  who  received 
the  money  than  the  one  already  suggested.  It  is 
true  that  France  attempted,  in  justifying  her  con- 
duct towards  England,  to  impose  the  belief  that 
ahe  gave  us  no  assistance  prior  to  her  treaty  with 
iia.  Bat  as  &r  back  as  178^  by  the  c«itract  with 
Dr.  Franklin,  she  arowed  tne  fact  of  having  vol- 
VDtarily  granted  us  large  sums  before  the  date  of 
the  treaty.  Nor  did  she  hesitate  to  declare  that 
anna,  ammuoition,  and  warlike'  stores,  had  been 
fnmisbed  from  the  King's  stores. 

The  concealment  of  his  name  is  in  absolute 
hostility  with  every  idea  that  the  individual  was 
accountable  to  the  United  States,  because  it  ef- 
fectually defeated  that  object.  These  facts  and 
circumstances  speak  for  themselves,  and,  in  my 
bumble  opinion,  prove  that  the  original  destina- 
tion of  the  money  was  directed  to  a  secret  purpose. 

As  far  as  we  have  progressed  with  the  facts 
and  documents,  there  is,  I  believe,  no  evidence 
from  which  it  could  be  presumed  that  this  million 
of  livres  bad  been  received  by  Beauroarchais  on 
account  of  the  United  States.  We  might  as  le- 
gally charge  it  to  the  account  of  any  other  per* 
•on  as  Beaumarcbais.  > 

It  seems,  however,  on  proceeding  further,  that 
Dr.  Franklin  suspected,  as  this  sum  had  been  paid 
before  the  irriralof  the  American  Commissioners 
al  Paris,  that  it  was  probable  it  had  been  received 
by  Beaamarehais.  la  what  capacity  does  not  ap- 
pear. 

After  the  death  of  M.  de  Vergennes,  and  when 
France  had  become  a  Republic,  in  the  year  1794. 
on  the  application  of  our  Minister,  O.  Morris, 
a  diligent  search  was  made  among  the  public 

ripers,  and  at  length  a  receipt  was  fotind,  which 
lake  the  trouble  to  transcribe. 

**  I  have  received  from  Monsieur  du  Vergier, 
agreeably  to  the  order  transmitted  to  him  of  Mon- 
sieur the  Count  of  Vergennes,  dated  the  5th  cur- 
rent, the  sum  of  one  million,  for  which  I  will  ac- 
count to  my  said  sieur  Count  de  Vergennes. 

«  At  Paris,  this  10th  June,  1776. 

"  CARON  DE  BEAUMARCHAIS." 

**  Good  for  one  million  of  livres  tournois." 

This  is  the  important  piece  of  testimony  in  the 
ease.  It  is  on  the  foundation  of  this  receipt,  con- 
nected with  the  declarations  contained  in  the  con- 
tract of  1783,  that  the  fabric  of  defence  rests. 

Let  08  proceed  to  examine  this  receipt  agree-  ' 
ably  to  the  general  principles  of  evidence  and  law. 


Oo  the  face  of  the  instrument  itself,  it  appears 
that  Beaumarcbais  was  to  account  to  M.  de  Ver- 
gennesy  and  not  to  the  United  States,  for  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  money.  This  eontradiela  the 
idea  that  he  was  to  be  accountable  to  us  for  its 
application.  When  a  written  instrument  is  pro- 
duced in  a  court  of  justice,  eenerally  speaking. 
yoQ  cannot  travel  out  of  it,  It  cannot  be  Tariea 
ny  ^role  evidence,  where  there  is  no  doubt  as  to 
the  import  of  its  terms.  In  this  case  the'rfe  is  nn- 
ther  the  ariibiguitaa  patens  nor  the  ambigvitoM 
latent.  The  engagement  of  Beanmarchais  is  pos- 
itive, express,  and  unqualified,  to  account  to  .M. 
de  Vergennes,  and  to  him  only,  for  the  money  re- 
ceived. The  United  States  are  no  parties  to  the 
instrument ;  there  is  no  stipulation  to  render  them 
any  account  of  the  expenditure.  Taking  this  in- 
sulated paper,  could  we  legally  charge,  in  an  ac- 
count against  Beaumarcbais,  this  sum  as  a  debit, 
in  order  to  compel  him  to  show  its  application, 
when  the  instrument  itself  shows  that  for  the  ap- 
plication of  the  money  he  was  solely  responsibi* 
to  M.  de  Vergennes  7  From  M,  de  Vergennes 
the  money  was  received,  and  to  him  alone  had 
Beaumarcbais  engaged  to  account.  It  is  not  easy 
to  conceive  upon  what  principle  he  ought  to  be 
obliged  to  account  twice  fur  the  same  sum.  If, 
in  compliance  with  the  language  of  his  receipt, 
be  satisfied  M.  de  Vergennes,  is  it  reasonable  that 
he  should  be  compelfed  to  settle  his  accounts  a 
second  lime  with  us?  This  would  make  him 
doubly  responsible:  for  one  million  received,  he 
must  account  for  two. 

I  believe  the  million  specified  in  the  receipt  to 
be  the  same  with  that  which  M.  de  Vergennes 
declared  was  paid  on  the  lOib  June,  1776.  All 
the  circumstances  combined  seem  fairly  to  estab- 
bUsh  their  identity. 

An  idea  bad  lieen  once  enteruioed  that  the 
arms  and  ammunition,  or  part  of  them,  furnished 
the  United  States  by  Beanmarchais,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  having  been  taken  from  the  King's 
stores,  were  furnishMl  on  account  of  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty.  To  remove  every  doubt  on 
this  point,  our  Commissioners,  in  1779,  applied  to 
M.  de  Vergennes  for  information  on  the  subject. 
His  reply,  and  the  letters  of  Mr.  Qirard  to  Con- 
gress in  the  same  year,  arc  full  and  explicit  on 
this  point.  They  state  that  sdl  the  articles  were 
furnished  hy  Beaumarcbais  onhis  private  account, 
who  had  settled  with  the  artillery  department  for 
them,  by  giving  orders  or  bills  for  the  value ;  that 
it  was  a  transaction  wholly  commercial,  with 
which  the  Minister  of  France  had  no  concern; 
and  that  he  could  only  interfere  to  prevent  the 
United  States  bein^  pressed  for  an  immediate  re- 
imbursement. This  explanation  excludes  the  idea 
that  the  million  of  livres  in  question  were  intend- 
ed to  be  applied  to  the  payment  in  advance  ofthe 
account  of  Beaumarcbais,  for  arms  and  supplies 
furnished  by  him  under  an  agreement  dated  22d 
July,  1776,  with  Silas  Dean,  the  agent  appointed 
by  a  secret  committee  of  Congress,  or  any  subse- 
quent eontract.  The  impropriety  alsoofsuppo* 
sing  that  the  French  Qovo'nment  would,  on  the 
lOtb  June,  1776,  pay  out  of  the  coffers  of  tha 
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treasury  a  million  of  livres,  that  they  might,  at 
a  subsequent  period,  be  deposited  Id  the  military 
chest,  must  be  obvioos.  We  hare  already  seen 
that  tbe  War  Department,  however,  was  not  paid 
in  cash,  but  in  billi  or  draughts,  whose  days  of 
grace  might  be  extended,  ana  the  time  of  pay- 
ment thus  prolonged,  by  the  French  GoTemmeni. 
Hence  the  offer  of  M.  de  Vei^onea,  thus  stated, 
to  interfere  so  far  ai  to  prevent  the  American 
Goremment  being  pressed  for  payment  by  Beau- 
marcbais.  * 

When  a  proposal  was  made,  as  appears  by  Mr. 
Girard's  note  of  January  4, 1779,  in  order  to  re- 
lieve tbe  United  Slates,  that  France  should  pay, 
on  account  of  Congress,  a  certain  sum  of  moaey 
to  Beaamarcbais,  to  whom  Congress  were  in- 
debted, we  do  not  find  any  allusion  to  this  receipt 
for  one  million  of  livres  received  long  before.  It 
is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  some  notice  would 
have  been  taken  of  it,  if  it  were  intended  pro  tanio 
a  payment  on  discount  against  the  debt  of  Beau- 
marehals. 

Admitting,  then,  the  million  of  lirres  speciBed 
in  the  receipt  of  Beaumarchais,  to  be  the  identi- 
cal sum  which  M.  de  Vergeones  asserts  in  the 
contract  with  Doctor  Franklin  was  granted  among 
the  "aids  and  nubsidien  furnished  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  title  of  gratuitous 
assistance,"  and,  combining  these  facts,  let  us  in- 
quire into  their  legal  operation  and  effect.  We 
will  first  consider  them  separate  and  apart  from 
the  other  testimony  in  the  case,  and  then  view 
them  in  connexion  with  the  rest  of  the  evidence. 

M.  de  Vergenoes  was  privy  to  the  receipt,  and 
was  a  party  to  the  contract.  Beaumarchais  was 
a  party  to  tbe  first,  but  was  not  privy  to  tbe  last. 
In  a  strictly  legal  sense,  an  iastmment  between 
third  persons,  made  without  Beaumarchais'  know- 
ledge, participation,  or  consent,  and  a  siogle  line 
of  which  he  coatd  not  alter,  ought  not  to  affect  his 
rights.  For  the  language  of  this  instrument  he 
cannot  be  responsible  in  any  shape.  The  receipt 
to  M.  de  Vergennes  declares^  and  it  may  be  cnn- 
sidered  as  his  own  declaration,  that  the  money 
was  lobe  accounted  for  to  him,  and  not  to  the 
United  States.  In  the  contract,  the  same  minis* 
ler  declares  this  sum  to  be  among  the  aids  and 
subsidies  granted  the  United  States.  Are  these 
different  declarations  from  the  same  lips  recon- 
cilable with  each  other?  They  are  not,  if  we 
compel  Beaumarchais  to  account  with  the  United 
States;  for  his  stipulation  is  clear  and  express  to 
account  to  M.  de  VergeDaes.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  M.  de  Vergennes  considered  tbe  application  of 
this  million  to  the  secret  service  of  America,  as 
one  of  the  most  powerful  aids  that  could  be  given, 
he  mi^ht  number  it  in  that  class.  That  this  con- 
struction was  legally  or  politically  correct.  I  will 
not  undertake  to  say.  Suffice  it  to  observe,  that 
from  a  view  of  the  various  facts,  it  seems  to  have 
been  the  construction  put  upon  the  voluntary 
grants  of  the  King,  by  the  French  Governmem, 
at  that  period;  a  construction  acquiesced  in  by 
our  own  GovernmeoT,  in  tbe  contract  of  1763, 
when  we  knew  neither  the  date  nor  the  person 
to  whom  the  money  had  been  paid. 


It  is  a  general  principle,  that  you  should  recon- 
cile testimony  apparently  contradictory.  This  ex- 
position of  the  facts,a8  far  as  we  bare  progrrssed 
with  tbem,  is  ealealated  to  produce  soeh  an  ef- 
fect. It  renders  the  rarioos  documents  coosisteDi 
witb  each  other,  and  relieves  us  from  the  embar- 
rassment that  would  otherwise  ensue. 

When  we  advert  to  the  official  declaralioiu 
General  Turreau,  we  find  they  verify  tbe  positioa 
that  this  million  of  livres  was  appropriated  soldy 
and  exclusively  to  a  secret  service.  The  source 
from  whence  this  testimony  is  derived  is  that 
alone  to  which  resort  could  be  bad  for  iaforma- 
tion  on  the  subject.  In  every  court  of  justice  the 
best  evidence,  of  which  the  nature  of  the  case  ad- 
mits, is  always  required.  The  United  Sutes  al- 
lege that  the  French  Government  paid  this  debt 
for  them.  That  Government,  through  their  Min- 
ister, declares  officially  that  they  did  not.  In  the 
case  of  individuals  there  could  not  be  room  for 
dbpute.  The  just  principles  of  oar  laws  reqoiie 
not  impoasibilities— ^nonea^aeutmpoMtAilfii 
seu  vana.  The  French  Minister  officially  de- 
clares that  for  thi's  million  of  livres  Beaumarchais 
accounted  with  M.  de  Vergennes, agreeably  to  tbe 
tenor  of  his  receipt,  and  that  it  is  their  uniform  rule 
to  destroy  all  the  vouchers  and  accounts  relative 
to  secret  transactions  as  soon  as  they  have  been 
duly  sanctioned. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  cannot  think  the  plea  of  ptty- 
meut  or  discount  can  be  supported,  unless  collu- 
sion with  Beaumarchais  be  attributed  to  the 
French  Government;  an  idea  inadmissible,  aad 
which  cannot  enter  into  my  view  of  tbe  case. 

Such  are  tbe  remarks  I  have  to  submit  in  obe- 
dience to  your  request.  If  they  are  of  any  service 
in  performing  the  task  assigned  to  yon  by  che 
House  of  Representatives,  I  shall  feel  amply  com- 
pensated for  the  time  and  labor  employed  in  ex- 
amining the  documents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

C.  A.  RODNEY. 

Hon.  Jaueb  Madison,  Secretary  of  State. 


MIUTAKT  ACADEMY. 

[Communicated  to  Congress,  March  18,  1808.] 

Washinqton,  March  14,  1808. 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  the  commands  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  I  have  tbe  honor 
to  transmit  a  report  on  the  progress  and  present 
state  of  the  Military  Academy,  witb  some  sug- 
gested alterations,  in  which  I  have  included  those 
you  had  tbe  goodness  to  point  oui. 

I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  witb  the  greatest  re- 
spect, sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JONA.  WILLIAMS, 

Cbfonel  q^  Ei^ikeen. 
The  SecRETART  of  War. 

Wasbinqtoh  Citv,  March  14, 1808. 
In  obedience  to  the  verbal  commands  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  tbe  subscriber  has 
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the  honor  to  submit,  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  foirowioff  report  oo  the  progress  and  present 
state  of  the  Military  Academy : 

This  institutioD  was  established  at  West  Poiot, 
in  the  year  1801,  under  the  direction  of  a  private 
citizen,  and  was  nothiag  more  than  a  mathemati- 
cal school  for  the  few  cadets  that  were  then  in 
service.  It  was  soon  fouod  that  the  government 
of  young  military  men  was  incompatible  with 
the  ordinary  system  of  schools,  aod,  consequently, 
this  institution  ran  into  disorder,  and  the  teacher 
into  contempt. 

When  the  peace  establishment  was  made,  the 
corps  of  engineers  was  created,  and  the  twenty- 
seventh  section  enacu  that  the  corps  "shall  be 
stationed  at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  shall  constitate  a  Military  Academy, 
and  Ine  engineers,  assistant  engineers,  and  cadets, 
shall  be  sabjeet  to  do  duty  at  such  places,  and  on 
such  service,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
may  direct."  It  was  not  probably  foreseen,  tbat, 
although  the  headquarters  of  the  corps  might  be 
at  West  Point,  yet  the  duties  of  the  individual 
officers  necessarily  spread  them  along  our  coast 
from  one  eitremUy  of  the  United  Slates  to  the 
other;  and  as  the  whole  number  of  officers  can 
be  no  more  than  sixteen,  they  could  not,  in  their 
dispersed  state^  constitute  a  Military  Academy. 
The  incongruity  of  a  stationary  and  errant  ex- 
istence, in  the  same  corps,  has  been  amply  exem- 
plified by  experience.  Indeed,  it  never  can  be 
supposed  tbat  engineers,  as  such,  could  be  effi- 
cient elementary  teachers  ;  their  capability,  con- 
sistent with  other  duties,  is  confined  to  practical 
teaching,  by  combining  example  with  precept, 
and  carrytuj^  the  rudiments  of  the  art  into  prac- 
tical execution  ;  in  the  same  manner  that  other 
professional  men  generally  have  youth  under  their 
tuition,  c^er  they  bare  a^one  through  every 
branch  of  elementary  leariiing  relating  to  their 
profession. 

A  part  only  of  the  officers  were  appointed  soon 
after  the  passage  of  the  act,  of  whom  the  major, 
wbo  was  ex-omcio  the  chief  engineer,  and  two 
captains,  took  charge  of  the  Academy,  the  stu- 
dents of  which  were  the  cadets  belonging  to  the 
regiment  of  artillery.  The  major  occasionally 
read  lectures  on  fortifications,  gave  practical  les- 
sons in  the  field,  and  taught  the  use  of  instru- 
ments generally.  The  two  captains  taught  mathe- 
matiea ;  the  one  in  the  line  of  geometrical,  the 
other  in  that  of  algebraical  demonstrations. 

As  the  corps  was  small,  as  it  bad  little  or  noth- 
ing to  do  in  its  more  appropriate  professional  du> 
ties,  and  as  the  students  were  few,  the  institution 
went  on  producing  all  the  effect  in  its  power,  and 
all  that  could  be  expected  on  its  limttra  scale.  It 
was  soon  discovered  that  mere  mathematics 
would  not  make  either  an  artillerist  or  an  engi- 
neer, and  a  power  was  eiven,  by  law.  to  appomt 
a  teacher  of  drawing  ana  of  the  Frencn  language. 
Had  this  law,  instead  of  absolutely  limiting  the 
number  of  teachers  and  designating  their  duties, 
left  it  general  in  the  discretion  of  the  President 
to  appoint  such  and  so  many  as  he  might  find  re- 
qoisile  to  produce  the  effect  contemplated  by  the 


establishment,  and  left  the  internal  or^nization 
to  him,  who,  from  constant  observation,  could 
judge  of  the  most  expedient  one,  wiih  a  reason- 
able but  ample  appropriation,  we  should,  at  this 
day,  have  a  greater  number  of  well  instructed 
young  officers  than  we  can  boast  of.  From  that 
time  to  this,  however,  the  Academy  has  pro- 
gressed beyond  what  could  hare  been  expected 
from  its  means;  but  now  the  first  ruathematical 
teacher  has  resigned,  and  the  second  has,  for  sev- 
eral years,  been  employed  as  Surveyor  General 
of  the  United  States  in  the  Western  country. 

During  the  last  year,  a  citizen,  of  eminent 
talents  as  a  mathematician,  has  been  employed  as 
principal  teacher,  and  a  first  lieutenant  of  engi- 
neers performed  the  dudes  of  assi^nt  teacher, 
while  the  professor  of  French  and  drawing  con- 
fined his  abilities  to  these  branches.  So  far  as 
talents  can  go,  nothing  is  wanting  tu  to  these 
teachers;  they  are  alt  capable  in  the  highest  de- 
gree :  the  sutracriber  is  only  apprehensive  that  he 
shall  not  be  able  to  retain  them.  Mr.  Hassler* 
the  chief  mathematician,  is  already  designated 
for  a  survey  of  the  coast,  when  circumstances 
shall  permit  tbat  business  to  be  undertaken,  and 
it  could  not  be  committed  to  more  able  hands.  Mr. 
Mason,  the  professor  of  French  and  drawing,  is  a 
man  of  too  great  and  too  extensive  abilities  to 
be  kept  in  a  situation  so  much  below  bis  merit; 
this  gentleman,  being  perfect  master  of  the  French 
and  English  languages,  fully  acquainted  with  all 
that  has  been  written  on  the  art  of  fortification, 
and  eminently  distinguished  in  science  and  gene- 
ral erudition,  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sab- 
scriber,  to  be  pUieed  at  the  head  of  what  the 
Frencn  call  Le  Genie,  which  cannot  be  literally 
translated  in  its  extensive  sense.  It  signifies  the 
art  of  an  engineer,  generally,  in  all  its  branches. 
Mr.  Mason  b«ing  the  only  teacher  designated  by 
the  law,  be  is  the  only  one  that,  exclusive  of  the 
corps  of  engineers,  can  be  said  to  belong  to  the 
institution. 

In  short,  the  Military  Academy,  as  it  now 
stands,  is  like  a  foundling,  barely  existing  among 
the  rooUDtaios,  and  nurtured  at  a  distance,  out  of 
sight,  and  almost  unknown  to  its  legitimate  pa- 
rents. The  questions  that  have  been  frequently 
put  to  the  subscriber,  by  members  of  Congress, 
evidently  show  that  the  little  interest  the  insti- 
tution hu  excited  arises  solely  from  its  being  un- 
known to  those  who  ought  to  be,  and  doubtleia 
would  willingly  become,  its  goieroaa  guardians 
and  powerful  protectors.  Had  it  been  so  attached 
to  the  Government  (its  real  and  only  parent)  as 
to  be  always  with  it,  always  in  sight,  and  always 
in  the  way  of  its  fostering  care,  it  would  probably 
have  flourished,  and  have  become  an  honorable 
and  interesting  appendage  to  the  national  family. 

The  question  recurs.  What  ought  to  be  done? 
The  subscriber  would  wish  the  answer  to  arise 
out  of  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  carry  with  it  a 
demonstration  of  its  being  founded  in  the  most 
pure,  though  zealous  regard  for  the  public  good. 
Actuated  only  by  such  motives,  and  without  the 
stimulus  of  either  ambition  or  interest,  he  begs 
leave  to  state,  in  the  form  of  a  proposition,  what 
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appears  to  him  to  be  the  aataral  and  proper  rem- 
edieii. 

Firat.  Let  the  MiUtarr  Academy  be  placed  na- 
der  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  all  that  does  or  can  relate  to  it,  any- 
thing contained  in  any  former  law  to  the  contrary 

Dotwithstanding. 

Second.  Let  an  academical  staff  be  created  in 
manner  following;  and  as  the  regulations  must 
necessarily  be  military,  let  the  professors,  when 
not  of  army  rank,  take  that  their  denomina- 
tions (as  relates  to  the  Aeadmy  only)  in  the 
manner  of  brereis : 

1.  The  commanding  officer  of  tbe  corps  of  en- 
gineers to  be  ex-officio  snperinteodmt  of  the  in- 
ftitation,  with  tbe  powerof  appoiaiingoneof  the 
oflb^ets  or  professors  to  do  the  dnties  of  snperin- 
tandent  in  bis  absence. 

8.  Let  there  be  a  professor  of  natural  and  ex- 
perimental philosophy  in  all  its  branches ;  if  taken 
from  the  corps  of  engineers  and  of  lesser  grade, 
let  him  hare  as  much,  in  addition  to  his  pay  and 
emoluments,  as  will  equal  those  of  a  lieutenant 
coloDcl ;  and  if  not  of  the  eorp^  let  these  be  his 
emolaments,  and  thai  his  denomination,  without 
similar  rank  in  the  army. 

3.  Let  there  be  a  professor  of  mailiematics  gen- 
erally, with  tbe  pay,  emoluments,  and  denomina- 
tion of  a  major,  and  allowed  to  have  two  teachers 
under  him,  with  the  pay,  emoluments,  and  de- 
nominations of  captains:  to  this  branch  will  ex- 
presiily  belong  nautical  astronomy,  geography, 
and  navigation. 

4.  Let  there  be  a  professor  of  the  art  of  an  en- 

g'neer  in  alt  its  branches,  expressly  to  include 
rtification^  attack,  and  defence,  suunery,  and 
cBstrametation,  with  the  pay,  emmnmenti^  and 
denomination  of  a  major,  and  allowed  to  have  a 
drawing  teacher,  with  a  French  teacher,  and  a 
Qerman  teacher,  under  him,  with  the  pay,  emolu- 
ments, and  denomination  of  captains. 

To  this  academical  staff  be  be^s  leave  to  sug- 
gest tbe  addition  ot  the  following  professors; 
they  are  thus  separately  named,  because  they  are 
supposed  to  be  citizens  engaged  in  other  pursuits, 
and  could  only  give  a  portion  of  their  profes- 
sional labors  to  this  institution. 

5.  A  professor  of  architecture,  to  be  occasion- 
ally at  tne  Academy,  and  to  give  lectures,  accom- 
panied with  demonstrations  by  models  and  speci- 
mens of  the  nature  of  the  materials,  of  cements, 
of  tbe  composition  of  works,  of  bridges,  cause- 
ways, canals,  &c..  to  be  paid  per  diem,  when  on 
duty,  and  to  he  allowed  quarters  in  the  Academy. 

6.  A  professor  of  chemistry  and  mineralc^y,  on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions. 

7.  A  riding-master  and  teacher  of  the  broad 
and  small  sword. 

Third.  With  respect  to  the  corps  of  engineers, 
whose  functions  have  become  extensive,  let  the 
f(rilowing  additions  be  made  to  it: 


Two  captains,  two  first  lieutenants,  two  second 
lieutenants,  four  cadets,  nine  artificers,  and  thinr- 
one  men — the  officers  to  be  appointed,  and  the 
men  to  be  engaged,  on  the  same  coitditions  as 
thcae  now  composing  tbe  corf>s. 

The  whole  will  then  consist  of  tweDtr<tWD 
officers^  eight  cadets,  fifty  men,  and  ten  artificers. 

It  will  appear  necessary  to  make,  in  tbe  first 
instance,  an  appropriation  for  the  proper  build- 
ings, apparatus,  Horary,  dbc;  this  being  done, 
(and  it  should  be  remembered  that,  being  once 
well  done,  it  will  be  bat  ofic  expense,  not  subject 
to  repetition)  it  is  presumed  the  annual  appro- 
priation would  be  inconsiderable;  it  mi^ht  in- 
deed be  so  connected  with  the  appropriaCton  for 
the  corps  of  engineers,  that  all  the  surplusage  of 
one  would  fall  mto  the  other,  and  the  extensioa 
of  the  sum  would  not  be  Mt. 

It  might  be  well  to  make  the  plan  upon  sn^  a 
scale  as  not  only  to  take  in  the  minor  officers 
tbe  navy  but,  also,  any  youths  from  any  of  tbe 
States,  who  might  wish  for  such  an  edaeattoa, 
whether  designed  for  tbe  army  and  navy,  or  nei- 
ther, and  to  let  these  be  assessed  to  the  value  of 
their  education,  which  might  ibrm  a  fund  for 
extra  or  contingent  expenses.  On  this  plan  if 
might  be  proper  to  suppress  the  ration  system 
white  the  students  are  at  the  Academy,  and  oblige 
all  but  commissioned  officers  to  board  in  com- 
mons as  in  other  universities.  The  citizen  yontlL 
so  adopted,  should  be  required  to  sign  the  articles 
of  war,  (for  tbe  time  being,)  since  it  would  be 
impossible,  and  improper  if  it  were  possible,  to 
make  any  exceptioas  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Academy.  As  these  youths  grow  ap  and 
take  their  stations  in  society,  they  would  iiBt«- 
rally  become  militia  officers,  and,  in  a  fev  rears, 
in  the  ordinary  coarse  of  events^  we  shoald  see 
an  uniformity  in  our  militia,  resulting  from  a 
spirit  of  emulation,  which  the  reputation  of  har- 
ing  received  a  military  education  would  natn- 
rafly  excite,  and  tbe  same  duties,  which  hiTe 
often  been  considered  a  burden^  would  become  a 
pleasurable  privilege.  There  is  nothing  owe 
fascinating  to  youth  than  excellence  in  aniis,ad 
a  little  knowledge  will  create  a  desire  to  aeqniic 
more. 

That  Congress  may  have  as  little  tronble  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  avoid  a  frequent  recurrence  to  its 
authority  on  matters  of  course,  it  might,  perhaps 
be  expedient  to  pass  one  short  act,  naming  tbe 
additions  to  be  made  to  the  corps  of  engineer^ 
but  placing  the  direction  of  tbe  Academf^ztcr- 
nal  and  internal,  in  the  President  of  tbe  UniKd 
Slates,  leaving  the  site,  tbe  buildings,  the  nmn- 
ber  and  kind  of  professors,  and  all  other  raatten 
connected  with  the  institution,  entirely  to  his 
judgment. 

All  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

JONA.  WILLIAMS, 
O^nd  ef  Bngiaeat. 
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PASSED  AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OP  THE  TENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND  HELD 
AT  THE  CITY  OP  WASHINGTON,  OCTOBER  86,  1807. 


AN  ACT  makisg  fiirUier  appropriation  for  the  support ' 
of  lh«  Navj  of  the  UDited  StatM,  during  the  year 
one  tbouraiid  eight  hundred  and  aeven. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  ofRem-e- 
aentaUeet  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Con- 
gtv*»  aaeembled.  That  for  defrayiog  the  expenses 
of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Sutea.  during  (he  year 
one  tfaousaod  eight  hundred  and  seven,  the  fol- 
lowing sams,  in  addition  to  the  sums  heretofore 
appropriated  for  that  object,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  respectively  appropriated  ;  that  is  to  ray : 
For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  seventy-four  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  four  dollars  and  tweBty-oine 
cents. 

For  proriflioDS,  thirty-one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two  thousand  eight-hundred  and  eighty-four  dol- 
lars and  sizty-otie  cents. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
ei^teeo  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  ten  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollari  and  forty-two 
cent!. 

For  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  one  tbonsand 
two  hundred  aud  sixty-three  dollars  and  forty 
cents. 

For  ordnance  and  military  stores,  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  fire  hundred  and  fifty-four 
dollars  and  sixty  sents. 

For  timber  for  the  nary,  eighty-seven  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
several  sums  herein  specifically  appropriated, shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

,    J.  B.  VARNUM, 
Speaker  ef  the  House  of  Representatives. 

G.  CLINTON, 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  President  <^  the  Senate. 
Approved,  November  34, 1807. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


An  Act  allowing  on  additional  compensation  to  the 
Secretaries  of  the  Missisai^,  Indiana,  Louinana,  and 

Michigan  Territories. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  each  of  the  Secretaries 
of  the  Mississippi,  Indiana,  Louisiana,  and  Mich- 
inn  Territories,  appointed  under  the  authority 
(4  the  United  States,  be  entitled  to  tlu  anniud 


sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  in  lieu  of  his  present 
compensation,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of 
January  next. 
Approved,  December  5, 1807. 


An  Act  to  change  the  name  of  the  district  of  Bidddbrd 
and  FepperelbmroDgh,  in  Massachusetts,  to  that  ci" 

Saco. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  district,  nt  present 
called  the  district  of  Biddeford  and  Pepperelbo- 
rough,  in  Massachusetts,  shall  in  future  be  called 
the  district  of  Saco,  and  that  the  collector  of  the 
said  district  be  permitted  to  reside  in  Saco  or 
Biddeford,  and  tnat  alt  the  provisions  of  the  sev- 
eral acts  of  Congress,  that  relate  to  the  district  of 
Biddeford  and  Pepperelborougb,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  continued  in  full  force,  with  re- 
spect to  the  district  of  Saco. 

Approved,  December,  15, 1807. 

An  Act  to  appropriate  money  for  the  [voviding  of  an 
addidonat  number  of  gunboats. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Presidentof  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  cause  to  be  built,  or  purchased, 
armed,  and  equipped,  a  number,  not  exceedinu:  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  gunlioals,  for  the  better 
protection  of  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  in  his  opin- 
ion the  public  service  may  require. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars,  be,  and  hereby  is,  ap 
propriated,  for  this  purpose,  out  of  any  moneys^n 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  December  18,  IBffl. 


An  Act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  veessls  in 
the  ports  and  harbon  of  the  United  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  an  embargo  be,  and 
hereby  is, laid  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports 
and  places  within  the  limitsor  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Slates,  cleared  or  not  cleared,  bound  to 
any  foreign  port  or  place;  and  that  no  clearance 
be  furnished  to  any  ship  or  vessel  bound  to  such 
foreign  port  or  place,  except  vessel?  under  the  im- 
mediate direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  the  President  be  authorized  to 
give  such  instructions  to  the  officers  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  of  the  Navy  and  revenue  cutters  of  the 
United  Sutes,  as  shall  appear  best  adapted  for 
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carrjriDgr  the  same  into  full  effect:  Provided^  That 
notbiog  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
prevent  the  departure  o(  any  foreign  ship  or  ves- 
sel, either  in  ballast,  or  with  the  goods,  wares,  aod 
merchandise,  on  board  such  foreign  ship  or  vessi^l, 
when  notified  of  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  during 
the  continuaoce  of  this  act,  no  registered,  or  sea- 
lelter  vessel,  haviu?  on  board  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  shall  oe  allowed  to  depart  from  one 
port  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  witbio  tbe 
same,  unless  tbe  master,  owner,  consignee,  or  fac- 
tor of  such  vessel  shall  first  give  bond,  with  one 
or  more  sureties,  to  the  collector  of  tbe  district 
from  which  she  is  bQund  lo  depart,  in  a  sum  of 
doable  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  that  tbe 
Mid  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  re- 
landw  in  some  port  of  the  United  States,  dangers 
of  the  sea  excepted ;  which  bond,  and  also  a  cei^ 
tificate  from  tbe  collector  where  the  same  may  be 
relanded,  shall  by  the  collector,  respectively,  he 
traosmiiied  to  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury.  All 
armed  vessels  possessing  public  commissions  from 
any  foreign  Power,  are  not  to  be  considered  as 
liaole  to  the  embargo  laid  by  this  act. 

Approved,  December  23, 1807. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  **An  act  for 
ibrtifying  the  porta  and  harbora  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  building  gunboats." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  such 
ofthe  fortifications  heretofore  bnilt  or  commenced, 
as  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  be  repaired  or  com- 
pleted, and  su  :h  other  fortifications  and  works  to 
be  erected  as  will  afford  more  effectual  protection 
to  our  ports  and  harbors,  and  preserve  therein  the 
respect  due  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
nation;  and  that  the  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars, 
in  addition  to  tbe  sums  heretofore  appropriated, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  lor  that 
purpose,  oot  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  January  8,  1808. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  Teasels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That,  during  tbe  continuance 
of  tbe  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  no 
vessel  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  depart  from  any  port  of  the  United 
States,  or  shall  receive  a  clearance,  until  tbe 
owner,  consignee,  a^ent,  or  factor  shall,  with  the 
master,  give  bond  with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the 
United  States,  in  a  sum  double  tbe  value  of  the 
vessel  and  car^o,  that  tbe  vessel  shall  not  pro- 
ceed to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  that  the  cor- 
ffo  shall  be  relasded  in  some  port  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
owner  or  owners  of  all  vessels  licensed  for  09he- 
ries^  or  those  bound  on  a  whaling  voyage,  and 
having  DO  other  cargo  than  sea-stores,  salt,  and  , 


tbe  usual  fishing  tackling  and  apparel,  shall  give 
a  general  bond,  in  four  times  the  value  ofibe 
vessel  and  cargo,  that  they  wit t  not,  during  the 
continuaoce  of  the  abovemeotioned  act.  prwenl 
to  any  foreign  port  or  place,  and  will  return  with 
their  fishing  fare  to  some  port  or  place  within  tbe 
United  States:  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful and  shall  be  sufficient  in  the  case  of  aoj  li- 
censed vessel,  whose  employment  has  UDiformlf 
been  confined  to  rivers,  bays,  and  sounds,  withia 
the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  United  States,  to  eire 
bond,  in  an  amount  equal  to  three  hundred  dol- 
lars for  each  toa  of  said  vessel,  with  condition 
that  such  vessel  shall  not  be  employed  in  anjr 
foreign  trade  during  the  time  limited  in  thecM' 
dilion  of  the  bond. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it fvriher  enacted.  That  if  uj 
ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continuance  of  llw 
act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  depirtfraa 
any  port  of  the  United  States  without  a  elea^ 
aoce  or  permit,  or  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall,  cod* 
trary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  or  of  the  act 
to  which  this  act  is  a  supplement,  proceed  toa 
foreign  port  or  place,  or  trade  with,  or  put  on 
board  of  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any  goodiL, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  of  foreign  or  domestic 
growth  or  manufacture,  such  snips  or  vesseli, 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be  wbollf 
forfeited,  and  if  tbe  same  shall  oot  be  seized,  tbe 
owner  or  owners,  agent,  freighter  or  factors  <^ 
any  such  ship  or  vessel  shall,  for  every  suck  of- 
fence, forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  equal  to  double  the 
value  of  the  ship  or  vessel  and  cargo,  and  shiU 
never  thereafler  be  allowed  a  credit  Tor  dntiesM 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise  imported  bf 
him  or  them  into  any  of  tbe  pons  of  the  Uaiud 
States,  and  the  master  or  commander  of  suck 
ship  or  vessel,  as  well  as  alt  other  persoaswho 
shall  knowingly  be  concerned  in  sucn  prohibited 
foreign  voyage,  shall  each  respectively  forfeit 
and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  thonsud, 
nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  for  every  such 
offence,  whether  the  vessel  he  seized  and  con- 
demned or  not.  and  the  oath  or  affirmation  of 
any  master  or  commander  knowingly  ofiendiog 
against  the  provisions  of  ibis  section,  shall  eier 
thereafter  he  inadmissible  before  any  collector  of 
the  customs  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ibe 
exception  made  by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  i 
supplement,  in  favor  of  anud  Tessels  possesdof 
puoUc  commissions  from  meign  Powers,  sball 
apply  only  to  public  armed  vessels,  and  shall  ooi 
be  construed  to  embrace  either  privateers,  vessels 
having  letters  of  marque,  or  any  other  private 
armed  vessels;  but  such  private  armed  vessels 
shall  be  permitted  to  depart  in  the  same  manner, 
and  on  the  same  conditions,  as  is  provided  {<x 
other  private  foreign  ships  or  vessels. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  if  aof 
foreign  ship  or  vessel  shall,  during  the  continii- 
ance  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supplemrnt, 
take  on  board  any  specie,  or  any  goods,  wares, or 
merchandise,  other  than  the  provisions  and  set- 
stores  necessary  for  the  voyage,  such  ship  or  tc*' 
ael,  and  the  specie  and  cargo  on  bov^'i  ^ 
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wholly  forfeited,  and  may  be  aetzed  sad  con- 
demned in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
eompeteot  jurisdiction,  and  erery  person  con- 
cerned in  such  unlawful  shipment  shall  forfeit 
and  pay  a  sam  not  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars,  for 
every  such  offence. 

Seo.  ti.  Ami  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeituren  incurred  by  force  of  this 
act  shall  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distribated,  and 
accounted  for  in  tlie  maQoer  prescribed  by  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remit- 
ted in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled 
**An  act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting 
the  forfeiture^  penalties,  and  disabilities,  accru- 
ing in  certain  eases  therein  mentioned,'*  passed 
the  third  of  March,  one  tbousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-seven,  and  made  perpetual  bv  an  act 
passed  the  eleventh  of  February,  one  tnousand 
eight  hundred. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
time  during  which  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a 
supplement,  shall  continue  in  force,  shall  not  be 
computed  as- making  part  of  the  term  of  twelve 
calendar  months  during  which  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
must  be  re-exported  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  paid  on  the  importation 
thereof. 

Approved,  January  9j  1808. 


An  Act  extendiDK  the  right  of  niffiagein  the  Miuis- 
ripfu  Territoiy,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  *c.,  That  every  free  white  male 
person  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  above  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  having  been  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  and  resident  in  the  said  Terri- 
tory, (ne  year  next  preceding  an  election  of  rep- 
resentatives, and  who  has  a  legal  or  equitable  title 
CO  a  tract  of  land  from  the  United  States  of  the 
quantity  of  fifty  acres,  or  who  may  hold  in  his 
own  right  a  town  lot  of  the  value  of  one  hundred 
dollars  within  the  said  Territory,  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  for  representatives  to  the  Gteneral  Assem- 
bly of  said  Territory. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  aforesaid, 
shall  have  power  to  apportion  the  representatives 
of  the  several  oouatles  therein,  or  which  may 
l^ereafter  be  established  therein,  according  to  the 
number  of  free  white  male  inhabitants  above  the 
a^  of  twenty-one  years  in  such  counties:  Pro- 
nded.  That  uiere  be  not  more  than  twelve,  nor 
leas  than  ten  of  the  whole  number  of  representa- 
tives, any  act  or  acts  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing, until  there  shall  be  six  thousand  free  male 
white  inhabitants  of  fall  age  in  said  Territory  j 
after  which  lime  the  numner  of  representatives 
shall  be  regulated  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  for 
the  government  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted.  That  the 
citizens  of  the  said  Territory,  entitled  to  vote 
10th  Con.  IstSfss.— 89 


for  representatives  to  the  General  Assembly 
thereof,  shall,  at  the  time  of  electing  their  repre- 
sentatives to  the  said  General  Assembly,  also 
elect  one  delegate  from  the  said  Territory  lo  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  pov^sess 
the  same  powers  heretofore  granted  to  the  dele- 
gates from  the  several  Territories  of  the  United 
States;  anything  in  the  ordinance  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  said  Territory  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 
Approved,  January  9, 1808. 


An  Act  SQppIemontal  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  reg- 
uUting:  Uie  grants  of  land,  and  providing  for  the 
disposal  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States  south  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee." 

Be  it  eruicted,  fc,  That  every  person,  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  every  person,  who  beioe 
either  the  head  of  a  family,  or  above  the  age  M 
twenty-one  years,  and  who  did  on  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
actually  inhabit  and  cultivate  a  tract  x)f  land  not 
claimed  by  virtue  of  a  certificate  granted  by  the 
Boards  of  Commissioners  east  and  west  of  Pearl 
river,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  aud  who  has 
obtained  permission  to  remain  oa  such  tract  or 
tracts  of  land,  agreeably  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  prevent  settlements  being  made  on  lands 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  authorized  by 
taw,"  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference  in  becom- 
ing the  purchaser  from  the  United  States  of  sucb 
tracts  of  land,  at  the  price  at  which  the  other 
lands  ot  the  United  States  in  the  said  Territory 
are  directed  to  be  sold;  and  payment  may  be 
made  therefor  in  the  same  manner,  and  under 
the  same  conditions,  as  directed  by  law  for  such 
other  lands:  Provided,  That  such  tract  of  land 
shall  not  exceed  one  section  :  And  provided,  also. 
That  the  same  shall  be  surveyed  agreeably  lo  the 
sectional  lines  already  established,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  established  by  the  surveyor  of  the 
lands  of  the  United  States  south  of  the  Slate  of 
Tennessee. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  ^arlher  enacted.  That  every 
person  claiming  a  tract  of  land  by  virtue  of  this 
act  shall^  before  the  first  day  of  October  next, 
deliver  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  within 
whose  district  the  land  may  be,  a  notice  of  his 
claim,  in  writing,  together  with  a  plat  of  the 
tract  of  land  claimed;  aud  if  any  person  shall 
fail  to  deliver  such  notice  and  plat,  the  person  or 
persons  so  failing  shall  forfeit  all  claim,  or  pre- 
tension of  claim,  to  such  tract  of  land,  and  the 
same  shall  be  sold  with  the  other  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  said  Territory. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  per- 
sons entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  under  (he 
first  section  of  this  act  shall  be  allowed  until  the 
firfit  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine,  to  make  the  first  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase money  of  such  tract  or  tracts  of  land  as 
may  be  claimed  by  virtue  of  said  section,  and 
the  residue  of  the  said  purchase  money  shall  be 
paid  in  the  same  manner,  and  under  the  same 
conditions,  as  directed  for  the  other  lands  in  said 
Territory. 
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Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fiiriher  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  not  extend  to  anjrperson  or  persons 
clainiiDg  other  lands  id  said  Territory,  in  his  or 
tbeir  own  right,  by  rirtue  of  British  or  Spanish 
rants,  or  to  aoy  person  or  persons  to  wliom  a 
oaation  has  been  granted,  by  either  of  the  said 
Boards  of  Commissioners. 
Approred,  Janaary  19, 1808. 


An  Act  to  T«<riT0  and  eontiaae  in  fi>rc«  for  a  farther 
time,  the  first  seotion  of  the  *ct,  entitled  "An  act 
to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Statea  against  the  Barbary  Powers." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  OD  the  twenty-fifth  da^  of  March,  one 
thousand  eif^ht  hundred  and  four,  entitled  ''An 
act  further  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States  against  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers," as  is  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the 
said  act  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  revived  and 
continued  in  force,  uotit  the  first  day  of  January 
next :  Provided,  however,  That  the  additional 
duty  laid  by  the  said  section  shall  be  collected  on 
all  such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  liable  to 
pay  the  same,  as  shall  have  been  imported  previ- 
ous to  that  day. 

Approved,  January  19,  1808. 


An  Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  expenses 
incurred  in  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed 
to  audit  and  settle  the  accounts  of  all  persons  who 
may  have  claims  against  the  United  States  for 
expenses  incurred  in  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
and  in  the  impeachment  of  Samuel  Chase;  which 
expenses  may  have  been  authorized  hy  the  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  or  the  managers  of  thesaid  im- 
peachment: Provided,  That  the  said  accounts 
aball  have  been  first  certified  by  the  chairman  of 
the  said  committee  or  managers ;  and  the  same 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approred,  January  21, 1808. 


An  Act  to  GOntinne  in  force  for  a  limited  time  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  continuing  in  force  for  a  limited 
time  the  aalaries  of  the  o£Bcen  of  Government  tbere- 
ut  mentioned." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  an  act  passed  od  the 
twentieth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  entitled  ''An  act  continuing  for 
a  limited  time  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment therein  mentioned,"  shall  be  and  continue 
in  force  for  the  term  of  three  years,  and  to  the  end 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  and  no 
longer. 

Approved,  January  27,  1808. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  bridge  over  the 
river  Potomac,  within  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  following  persons, 
Tiz:  Robert  Breot,  Daniel  Carroll  of  Dudding- 
Con,  Thomas  Manroe,  James  D.  Bairy,  Frederick 


May,  Samuel  Harrison  Smith,  Jonah  Thommoo, 
Jonathan  Swift,  Thomas  Vowell,  Cuthbert  Pov- 
ell,  EHsha  Janaey,and  Charles  Alexander,oruT 
seven  of  thi-m.  be,  and  they  are  berebv,  eonstitaie^ 
a  Board  of  Commissioners,  with  full  power  ai 
authority  to  open,  or  cause  to  be  opeoed,  boob 
for  receiving  and  entering  sub^cripttoos  for  rais- 
ing a  capital  stock,  not  exceeding  two  huodted 
thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred  dd- 
lars  each,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  bridge 
over  the  river  Potomac,  between  the  City  of 
Washington  and  Alexander's  island,  and  mik- 
ing  such  other  incidental  works,  and  defrayia; 
such  other  incidental  expenses,  as  shall  be  requir- 
ed by  this  act,  or  deemed  necessary  or  expedini 
by  the  company  hereinafter  named ;  the  tiow, 
place,  and  manner  of  receiving  and  enieriDgsncb 
subscriptions  to  he  ascertained  by  the  said  Bovl 
of  Commissioners,  and  duly  advertised  in  smk 
gazettes  as  they  may  deem  expedient:  PmUi^ 
That  the  lime  to  be  fired  upon  by  the  said  Bona 
of  Commissioners  for  opening  books  for  mur- 
ing the  said  subscriptions  shall  be  on  or  before 
the  first  Monday  in  July  next,  and  that  no  sub- 
scription shall  be  received  umess  the  sum  of  les 
dollars  be  first  paid  into  the  bauds  of  the  person 
authorized  to  receive  the  same,  on  each  shiresob- 
scribed  for. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  Tbatwbeo- 
cver  nineteen  hundred  of  the  said  shares  shall  be 
subscribed  for,  all  persons  who  may  then  be,  or 
thereafter  may  become,  the  actual  holders  or  pro- 
prielors  of  shares  in  the  said  capital  stoct,  eiihw 
as  subscribers  for  the  same,  or  as  the  legal  reim- 
sentatives,  successors,  or  assigns,  of  such  subscnV 
ers,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  made  and  cre- 
ated a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  ntme 
and  style  of  "The  Washington  Brioge  Omyt- 
ny,"  and  by  that  name  may  sue  and  be  sued,  im- 
plead and  be  impleaded,  and  do  and  suffer  all  KO. 
matters,  and  things,  which  a  body  pditic  tu 
corporate  may  lawfully  do  and  suffer;  and  nuT  | 
have  a  common  seal,  and  the  same  may  breu 
and  alter  at  pleasure,  and  may  make  all  by-Un 
rules,  regulations,  and  ordinances  for  the  gooc 
government  and  well-being  of  the  said  compMT- 
and  for  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  of  then  | 
institution,  so  that  such  by-laws,  rules,  regoU- 
tions,  or  ordinances,  be  not  repugnant  to  theliw 
of  the  United  States  in  force  within  theDi«nti 
of  Columbia. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
nineteen  hundred  of  the  said  shares  shall  be  ^b-  i 
scribed  for  as  aforesaid,  or  as  soon  after  as  M|  I 
be,  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  euU 
meeting  of  the  companir,  at  the  City  of  Wta- 
ington,  by  public  advertisement,  in  one  or  ■»!( 
gazettes  published  in  Washington,  Alexuidria,ot 
Qeorgeiown,  appointing  a  fit  and  conTenientoiit 
and  piaee  of  meeting,  for  the  parpose  of  eteetisf 
five  directors,  a  cleric,  and  a  treasurer,  and  «» 
other  officers,  agents,  and  servants,  as  ibe  »«* 
company  may  think  nt  to  appoint,  and  for  ttiv 
acting  any  other  business  in  pursuance  of  lh»K' 
and  api>eriaining  to  the  nature  and  objecttofw 
institution  of  the  said  company;  and  the 
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Board  of  Commbsiooers  shall,  if  necessary,  ad- 
joaro  the  said  meeting  from  lime  to  time,  uncil  a 
qaoram  shall  be  formed ;  and  amajonty  of  thesaid 
compiDy,  or  the  proprietors  of  two'tbirds  of  the 
number  of  shares  actually  subscribed  for,  their 
legal  representatives,  successors,  or  proxies,  shall 
be  a  quorum  to  do  business;  and  the  said  Board 
of  Commissioners,  before  opening  the  said  sub- 
ssripiion  books,  shall  ascertain  and  publish^  in 
their  said  adverlisement.  a  fit  and  convenient 
mode  of  authenticating  all  powers  of  attorney 
authorizing  subscriptions  to  be  made  in  the  name 
of  any  person  or  persons;  and,  before  calling  a 
meeting  of  the  said  company,  shall  ascertain  and 
publish  in  their  advertisement  a  Gt  and  conve- 
nient mode  of  authenticating  all  instrumeols  of 
writing  authorizing  any  person  or  persons  to  act 
and  vote  at  such  meeting  as  the  proxy  or  proxies 
of  any  member  of  the  said  company;  all  which 
powers  of  attorney  and  instrumeDts  of  writing 
shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  said  company, 
and  by  him  be  safely  kept  among  the  records  and 
doeaments  appertaining  to  bis  office ;  and  as  soon 
as  a  quorum  of  the  said- company  and  a  board  of 
directors  shall  be  formed  as  aforesaid,  all  the  pow- 
ers, authority,  and  duties  whatsoever,  by  this  act 
vested  in  the  said  Board  of  Commissiooers,  shall 
cease  and  determine,  and  thenceforward  become 
vested  in  the  directors,  for  the  time  being,  of  the 
said  company,uoder  such  limitations  and  restric- 
tions as  tne  said  company  may  think  fit  to  pre- 
scribe; and  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners 
shall  account  to  the  said  company,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  same,  for  all  moneys  received  by 
them  or  their  agents  on  account  of  such  subserip- 
tioDS,  and  shall  immediately  pay  over  the  same 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  said  company,  or  to  such 
other  person  or  persons  as  the  said  company  may 
direct  and  appoint;  thesaid  company,  neverthe- 
less, to  allow  all  just  credits  for  moneys  actually 
and  necessarily  expended  the  said  Board  of 
Commbsiuaers  in  the  execution  of  their  said  trust 
and  duties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  annually  hofden,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  a  meeting  of  the  said  company,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  five  directors,  a  clerk,  and  a 
treasurer;  and  the  said  company  shall  have  pow- 
er, at  any  meeting  legally  called  and  constituted, 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  to  displace  any  of  their 
directors  or  officers,  and  to  sup{>ly  by  a  new  elec- 
tion or  appointment  all  vacancies  that  may  hap- 
pen among  the  directors  or  officers  of  the  compa- 
ny ;  and  the  said  company  shall  hare  power  to 
prescribe  and  regulate  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  said  directors,  and  of  all  other  officers  of  the 
company;  and  a  majority  of  the  said  directors 
may,  from  time  to  time,  elect  one  of  their  body 
as  President,  and  may  previously  supply,  by  their 
own  election,  any  vacancies  that  may  happen 
among  the  number  of  directors,  oramonganyof  the 
officers  of  the  company,  and  the  persons  so  elected 
by  the  said  directors  may  continue  in  office  till 
tne  next  legal  meeting  of  the  company ;  and  the 
directors  of  the  said  company,  to  be  elected  in 
pnrsiunee  of  this  act,  shall,  unless  sooner  displac- 


ed by  the  said  company,  continue  in  c^ce  until 
the  nrst  Monday  in  January  next  succeeding  their 
election,  and  from  that  time  until  a  new  election 
Ehall  be  made  by  the  said  company. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  JuriJier  enacted,  That  a 
meeting  of  the  said  company  may  at  any  time 
be  called  by  a  majoritr  of  the  directors  of  the 
company,  for  the  time  oeing,  and  by  one-third  of 
the  members  of  the  said  company,  or  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  one-third  of  the  snares  actually  sub- 
scribed for,  or  the  legal  representatives  or  succes- 
sors of  such  members  or  proprietors:  Provided^ 
however,  That  no  meeting  of  the  said  company 
shall  be  legal  or  valid  unless  a  quorum  shall  be 
formed,  consisting  ot  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  company,  or  of  the  proprietors  of 
at  least  two-thirds  ot  the  nnmber  of  shares  aeta- 
alljr  subscribed  for,  their  legal  representatives, 
succesaors,  or  proxies,  nor  nnUss  the  place  ^being 
within  the'  City  of  Washington)  and  the  time  <u 
such  meeting  be  previously  advertised  for  three 
weeks  successively  in  one  or  more  gazettes  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  Alexandria,  or  George- 
town. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  the  said 
shares  shall  be  negotiable  and  transferable  from 
one  to  another,  by  assignments  in  writing,  ex- 
ecuted before  two  witnesses  at  the  least,  and  au- 
thenticated, and  registered,  as  the  said  company 
may  prescribe  and  direct  in  their  by-laws  and  regu- 
lations. 

Sso.  7.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  in  suits 
at  law  against  the  said  company,  the  first  process 
shall  be  a  summon;,  to  be  serred  on  the  presi- 
dent, or  any  one  or  more  of  the  directors  u  the 
said  company;  upon  the  service  and  return  of 
which  summons,  if  no  appearance  shall  be  en- 
tered for  the  said  company,  at  the  return  term, 
the  court  may  order  the  general  issue  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  record,  and  may  proceed  to  trial  and 
judgment,  in  like  manner  as  if  an  appearance 
had  been  entered,  and  the  issue  made  up  by  the 
said  company;  and  if  judgment  shall  be  re- 
covered against  the  said  company,  the  court  may 
order  the  usual  process  of  execution,  or  a  special 
writ  to  attach  the  money,  goods,  chattels,  debts, 
choses  in  action,  and  tolls  in  the  hands  of  any 
officer  of  the  said  company,  or  of  any  other  per- 
son ;  and  such  attachment  shall  operate  on  the 
tolls  thereafter  to  be  received,  which  may  [bej 
collected  by  a  person,  specially  appointed  by  the 
conrt,  for  the  ase  of  the  plaintiff  recovering  soch 
judgment,  until  aucb  jnugmeat  shall  be  satisfied; 
and  the  court  may  make  such  further  or  other 
order  for  enforcing  the  payment  of  such  judg- 
ment, as  may  be  consistent  with  the  practice  and 
powers  of  such  court,  as  a  court  of  law  or  equity ; 
and  that  the  shares  in  said  company  shall  be 
deemed  personal  and  not  real  property,  and  trana- 
ferable  in  such  manner  as  the  company  shall 
direct;  and  that  the  shares  held  by  any  individ- 
ual shall  be  liable  to  be  attached  or  taken  by  fieri 
facias,  to  satisfy  the  debts  due  from  such  individ- 
ual, in  like  manner  as  other  personal  property 
may  be. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted,  That  the 
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amouot  of  each  share  shall  be  paid  by  iDstalmeats 
often  dollars,  at  such  time  as  the  said  company 
shall  direct;  and  in  case  any  instalment  or  in- 
stalments shall  DOt  be  paid  at  the  time  appointed 
by  the  said  company,  or  within  ten  days  there- 
after, the  same  may  be  recovered,  in  the  name  of 
the  said  company,  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  if  the  amount  due  shall  not  exceed 
twenty  dollars ;  and  if  the  sum  so  due  shall  ex- 
ceed twenty  dollars,  the  sam.e  may  be  recovered 
by  motion,  in  the  name  of  the  said  comD>iny,  on 
ten  days'  uotie^  id  any  court  of  recora  in  the 
eotinty  or  distnct,  where  the  debtor  shall  be 
found }  and  in  all  such  warrants  and  motions,  the 
certificate  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  company,  au- 
thenticated by  the  president,  under  the  Common 
seal  of  the  said  company,  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence of  the  defeDdaDl's  being  a  member  of  the 
company,  and  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  amount 
due  on  tiie  shares  held  by  such  defendant.  And 
if  such  instalments  be  not  paid  within  sixty  days, 
after  the  time  limited  for  the  payment  of  the 
same,  and  advertised  for  four  weeks  successively, 
in  one  or  more  gazettes,  published  in  Washington, 
Alexandria,  or  Georgetown,  the  president  and  di- 
rectors of  the  said  company  may  proceed  to  for- 
feit, for  the  use  of  the  company,  the  share  or 
shares  of  the  person  or  persons  so  failing  to  pay. 

Sec.  9.  Awl  be  it  Jvrther  enacted,  That  the 
•aid  company  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  erect  and  build,  or  to  cause  to 
be  erected  and  built^  over  the  river  Potomac,  be- 
tween the  termination  of  Maryland  avenue  and 
Alexander's  island,  a  good  aod  sufficient  bridge, 
at  least  thirty-six  feet  wide,  of  sound  and  suitable 
materials,  and  in  all  respects  adequate  for  the 
passage  of  travellers,  horses,  cattle,  and  carriages, 
with  a  secure  railing  on  each  side,at  least  four  feel 
high;  of  which  width,  six  feet  on  one  side  shall 
be  appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  a  way  for  foot 
passengers,  and  shall  be  separated  from  the  car- 
riage-way by  a  good  and  suffioieat  railing,  at  least 
four  feet  high. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
aaid  company  shall  cause  to  be  built,  and  kept 
and  inaiDtained  in  good  repair,  a  convenient  and 
wiffieient  draw  or  passage-way,  at  least  thirty-five 
feet  wide,  ip  the  said  bridge,  over  the  main  chan- 
nel of  the  rtver,  for  the  passing  and  re-passing  of 
ressels,  by  day  and  bv  night ;  and  shall  also  cause 
to  be  built,  and  to  be  kept  and  maintained  in  good 
repair,  a  well  constructed  and  substantial  wLarf, 
erected  on  plies,  on  each  side  of  the  said  bridge, 
and  adjoinmg  or  near  to  the  said  draw,  in  every 
respect  sufficient  for  ships  and  other  vessels  to 
lie  at  securely ;  and  all  ships,  waiting  for  a  pas- 
sage through  the  said  draw,  may  lie  at  such 
wharves,  free  of  charge,  until  a  suitable  opportu- 
nity offers  of  passing  through  the  said  draw; 
ana  the  said  company  shall,  at  their  own  cost, 
and  without  toll,  cause  the  said  draw  or  passage- 
way to  be  hoisted  or  removed,  without  delay,  for 
the  passage  of  all  ships  and  vessels  with  masts, 
that  are  unable  to  pass  under  the  same;  and  if,  j 
through  the  unskilful ness  or  negligence  of  the 
person  or  persons  employed  by  the  said  company. 


to  hoist  or  remove  the  said  draw,  any  ship  ot  ' 
vessel  shall  be  unjustly  or  unreasonably  hindered  I 
or  delayed,  or  shall  be  damaged  in  her  null,  spars, 
or  riggmg,  in  passing  the  said  draw,  the  said  com- 
paoy shall  be  liable  to  the  master  or  the  owDcroi  j 
owners  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  lor  damages,  at  the 
rate  of  six  cents  per  ton  of  such  ship  or  vessel, 
for  each  and  every  hour  such  ship  or  ve&sel&biU 
be  hindered  or  delayed,  and  for  all  damages  ia 
her  hull,  spars,  and  rigging,  as  aforesaid,  to  bt 
ascertained  and  recovered  m  a  special  actioaon 
the  case,  in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiciira; 
and  the  said  company  shall  constaatly  keep  the 
said  bridge  furnished  with  twenty  good  lampi,to 
be  well  supplied  with  oil,  and  lighted  In  daet»  j 
son,  four  of  which  lamps  shall  be  kept  at  the  said 
draw,  and  kept  burning  through  the  night,  and 
the  others  shall  be  kept  burning  until  the  honr  of 
twelve  at  night,  under  the  penalty  of  five  doUan 
for  each  ofience,  to  be  recovered  by  warrant  b^ 
fore  any  justice  of  the  peace,  having  jurisdictioa, 
by  such  person  or  persons  as  shaU  sue  for  Uie 
same.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  com- 
pany to  cause  each  leaf  of  the  said  draw  to  bt 
made  of  the  width  of  twenty  feet,  instead  of 
thirty-six  feet,  the  width  of  the  said  bridge;  aad 
if  at  any  time  hereafter  the  channel  under  ibt 
said  principal  draw  of  thirty-five  feet  shall  chan^ 
and  shift  to  and  under  any  other  part  of  sud 
bridge,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  compuv 
at  all  times  to  remove  the  former  and  keept^^ 
and  sufficient  draw  of  thirty-five  feet  in  width 
over  the  main  aod  principal  channel,  whwtrer  j 
the  same  shall  pass  under  the  said  bridge:  Pn-  ' 
vided,  That  the  same  shall  appear  necessary,ooa 
survey  to  be  made  by  three  commissioners,  to  be 
appointed  fur  that  purpose  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
said  company  shall,  in  like  manner,  cause  a  drta 
or  passage-way,  at  least  fifteen  feet  wide,  to  be 
made  in  the  said  bridge,  across  the  other  chaand 
of  the  said  river,  near  the  eastern  shore,  com- 
monly called  the  Maryland  channel,  sobject 
to  all  tbe  resirictioos,  penalties,  aod  proviaioDs, 
contained  in  the  last  preceding  section,  for  keep- 
ing and  maintaining  the  draw  or  passage-way  ovtr 
tbe  main  channel  of  the  said  river,  except  so  fiu 
as  respects  tbe  building  of  wharres  on  each  side 
thereof:  Pfwaided,  That  the  same  shall  appeu 
necessary,  on  a  view  and  survey  thereof,  by  inne 
commissioners,  to  be  appointed  for  that  porpoie 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatu 
soon  as  the  said  bridge  and  .wharves  shall  be  erect- 
ed and  built,  and  furnished  and  completed,  as  » 
quired  by  this  act.  the  said  company  shall  bees- 
titled  to  demand  and  receive,  by  their  fffoper 
agents,  servants,  or  officers,  tolls  at  the  foIlomM 
rates,  viz ;  For  each  foot  passenger  six  cents  SM 
a  quarter;  for  each  person  and  a  horse,  eighteeo 
cents  and  three  quarters  of  a  cent ;  for  each  ctaaii^ 
.•<ulky,  or  riding  chair,  thirty-seven  cents  aad  s 
half;  for  each  eoach^  eoacfaee,  stage-wagon,  char- 
iot, phaeton  or  curricle,  or  other  riding  eairisTi 
one  hundred  cents,  and  the  farther  sum  of  ivnn 
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cents  aod  a  half  for  each  horse,  more  tbao 
two,  by  which  such  coach,  coachee,  chariot,  phae- 
ton, or  curricle,  shall  be  drawn ;  for  each  sled  or 
ideigh,  thirty-seven  cents  and  a  half,  aod  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  twelr^  cents  and  a  half  for  each  horse 
or  other  beast,  more  than  two,  by  which  such  sled 
or  sleigh  shall  be  drawn;  for  each  four-wheeled 
wagon,  cart,  or  other  four-wheeled  carriage  of 
burden,  tbirty-seren  cents  and  a  half  and  the 
farther  sum  of  twelve  cents  and  a  half,  for  each 
horse  or  other  beast,  more  than  two,  by  which  the 
same  shall  be  drawn ;  for  each  two-wheeled  cart, 
dray,  or  other  two-wheeled  carriage  of  burden, 
eighteen  cents  and  three  quarters ;  and  the  further 
sum  of  twelve  cents  and  a  half  for  each  horse  or 
other  beast,  more  than  one,  by  which  the  same 
shall  be  drawn;  for  each  sheep,  or  swine,  three 
cents }  fur  horses  and  neat  cattle,  other  than  those 
in  teams,  drawing  sleds,  sleighs,  or  carriages,  or 
those  with  riders,  six  cents  and  a  quarter  each: 
and  one  person  only  to  each  team  or  drove  shali 
be  allowed  to  pass  free  of  toll :  Provided.  That 
no  toll  shall  be  exacted  at  said  bridg^  for  the  pas- 
sage of  any  wagon  or  eaniage,  laden  with  tbe 
property  of  the  United  States,  or  for  the  drivers 
thereof;  or  for  the  passage  of  any  troops  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  militta  of  any  Slate,  or  the 
District  of  Columbia,  marching  in  a  body,  or  any 
cannon  or  military  equipments  belonging  to  the 
United  Slates;  and  itsliall  betheduiyof  thesaid 
company  to  keep  posted  up  in  some  conspicu- 
ous place  on  tbe  said  bridge,  where  tbe  toll 
is  collected,  a  printed  list  of  the  rates  of  toll  al- 
lowed by  this  act;  and  for  every  day  the  same 
shall  be  neglected,  they  sball  forfeit  and  pay  one 
dollar,  to  be  recovered  by  warrant,  by  any  person 
who  sball  sue  for  the  same:  Propide(i,aMo,  That 
if  the  number  of  nineteen  hundred  ^ares  shall 
not  be  subscribed  within  one  year  from  the  time 
of  opening  subscription  books  by  the  commission- 
ers, as  hereinbefore  directed,  or  if  the  said  bridge 
and  wharves  be  not  erected  and  built,  and  finished 
and  completed,  as  required  by  this  act,  within  five 
years,  from  and  after  tbe  first  day  of  October  next, 
or  if  it  should  remain  at  any  time  thereafter  so 
out  of  repair,  for  two  years,  as  to  be  unsafe  for  trav- 
elling; then  and  in  thai  case,  all  the  powers,  au- 
thority, privileges^  emoluments,  and  immunities 
'whatsoever,  by  ihis  act  granted  to  tbe  said  com- 
pany, shall  cease  and  determine,  and  become  ab- 
solutely forfeited. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  it 
shall  be  tbe  duty  of  the  said  corporation,  as  long 
as  they  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  toll  at  tbe  said 
bridge,  to  keep  the  same  in  good  repair ;  and  if^  in 
n^lect  of  their  said  duty,  the  said  corporation 
shall  at  any  time  suffer  the  said  bridge  to  be  out  of 
repair,  so  as  to  he  unsafe  or  inconvenient  for  pas- 
seogern,  tbe  sai'd  corporation  shall  be  liable  to  be 
presented  for  such  neglect,  before  any  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  and  upon  conviction  there- 
of, to  pay  to  the  United  States  a  penalty  not  ex- 
ceeding live  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discrelton  of 
tbe  court;  and  shall  also  be  responsible  for  all 
damages  which  may  bd  sustained  by  any  person 
-or  persons  in  consequence  of  such  a  want  of  re- 


pair, to  he  recovered  in  an  action  or  actions  of 
trespass  on  the  case,  in  any  court  competent  to 
try  the  same. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
toll  to  be  taken  at  the  said  bridge  shall  be  recei- 
vable by  the  said  corporation,  for  and  during  the 
termof  sixty  years,  to  commence  from  tbe  day 
when  the  said  bridge  shall  be  opened  for  passen- 
gers ;  after  which  time  the  said  bridge  shall  be  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  the  said  cor- 
poration be  dissolved. 

Approved,  Fefaroary  5, 1808. 

An  Act  to  erect  a  light-house  on  Point  Judith,  in  tbe 
State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Be  it  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
and  required  to  cause  a  good  and  sufficient  light- 
houK  to  be  erected  on  Point  Jaditb,  in  tbe  State 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  to  appoint  tbe  keeper  of  tha 
said  light-house,  under  the  direction  of  tne  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.and  otherwise  to  provide 
for  such  light-house  at  the  expense  of  tbe  United 
States:  i'taeid&i,  That  sufficient  land  for  ac- 
commodation of  such  light-house  can  be  obtained, 
at  a  reasonable  price,  and  the  Legislature  of 
Rhode  Island  shall  cede  the  jurisdiction  over  the 
same  to  the  United  States.  And  the  sum,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  thousand  dollars,  is  hereby  appropria- 
ted for  ihe  purpose  of  defraying  the  expense  of 
erecting  thesaid  light-house;  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  2.  Andbe  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  to 
cause  tbe  said  light-house  to  be  so  constructed 
that  the  light,  on  oeing  discovered,  may  with  cer- 
tainty be  distinguished  from  that  of  the  other 
light-bouses,  heretofore  erected  in  its  neighbor- 
hood. 

ApproTed,  February  10,  1808. 

An  Act  making  appropriatbns  for  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment, during  the  year  one  thousand  mght  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  tbe  expenditures 
of  the  civil  list,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  including  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  several  departments  and  offices;  for 
the  compensation  of  the  several  luan  officers  and 
their  clerks,  and  for  books  and  stationery  for  tbe 
same ;  for  ihe  payment  of  annuities  and  grants ;  for 
tbe  support  of  ihe  mint  establishment;  for  the  ex- 
penses of  intercourse  with  foreign  nations;  for 
the  support  of  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  and 
public  piers;  for  defraying  theexpenses  of  survey- 
ing the  public  lands,  and  for  satisfying  certain 
miscellaneous  claims,  the  following  sums  be.  and 
the  same  hereby  are,  respectively  appropriated, 
that  is  to  say: 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  tbe  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives, 
iheir  officers  and  attendanti,  estimated  for  a  ses- 
sion of  four  months  and  a  half  continuance,  two 
hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars. 
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For  the  expense  of  firewood,  statiooerf,  print- 
Jog,  and  all  other  eontingeat  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  twenty-oine  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

For  all  contingent  expenses  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  and  the  Librarian's  allowance,  for  the 
year  one  thoasaod  eight  hundred  and  eight,  eight 
iinndred  dotlars. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thoasand 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
thirteen  tbonband  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  four  thousand  two  hundred 
dotlars. 

For  printing  and  distributing  copies  of  the 
laws  of  the  first  session  of  the  tenth  Congress, 
and  printing  the  laws  in  newspapers,  eight  thou- 
nnd  two  hundred  and  fihy  dollars. 

For  .special  messengers  charged  with  despatches, 
two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
ofiBce,  sixteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  translating  foreign  langua- 
ges, allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  receir- 
iDg  and  traDsmittiog  passports  and  sea-letters, 
stationery,  and  prinimg,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persona  employed  in  his 
office,  twelve  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy- 
aeTen  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Comptrol< 
ler*s  office,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  intheoQice  of  the 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 

fersons  employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand  two 
undred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-five 
cents. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasurer's 
office,  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two 
cents. 

For  expi-nse  of  stationery  and  printing  in  the 
Register's  office,  (including  hooks  for  the  public 
stocks,  and  for  the  arrangement  of  the  marine 
papers,)  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  purchasing  books,  maps,  and  charts,  for 
the  use  of  the  Treasury  D«partment,  four  hundred 
dollars. 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  stating  and  print- 
ing the  public  accounts  for  the  year  one  thousand 


eight  hundred  and  eight,  one  thousand  two  huo-  i 
dred  dollars.  ! 

For  compensation  to  a  Superintendent  employ- 
ed to  secure  the  buildings  and  records  of  tae 
Treasury,  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight,  including  the  expense  of  two 
watchmen,  and  for  the  repair  of  two  fire  engines, 
buckets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars.  ' 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  boodred 
and  fifty  dollars.  I 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  ! 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  eleven 
tbounand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  priDtiog,  mI 
other  cootingeu  I  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
War  Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed 
in  his  office,  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  tea 
dollars.  I 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  | 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou-  | 
sand  dollars.  i 

For  compensation  to  clerks  employed  in  the 
Paymaster's  office,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  fuel  in  the  said  office,  ninety  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office^  and  for  expense  of  stationery,  store  rent,  . 
and  fuel  for  the  said  office,  four  thoasand  six  fano-  I 
dred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office,  nine 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fnel^  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office^ 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  ofiSee  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
to  the  Assistant  Postmaster  Qeneral,  clerks,  and 
persons  employed  in  the  Postmaster  Gleneial^ 
office,  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  expense  of  fuel,  candles,  house  rent  fi»  the 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  &c.,  two  thonaand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  several  Loan  Officer^ 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fif^y  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  several 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  and  for  an  allowance  to 
certain  Loan  Officers  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  W 
defray  the  authorized  expenses  of  several  Loan 
Officers,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  GeneraL 
and  for  his  clerks,  three  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed 
in  bis  office,  stationery,  and  other  contingeocicSr  i 
three  thousand  two  hundred  dotlars.  I 

i 
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For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint: 
The  Director,  two  thoasaod  dollars. 
The  Treasurer,  one  thousaod  two  hundred 
dollars. 

The  Assajrer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  fire  hundred 
dollars. 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousand  fire 
hundred  dollars. 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
dollan. 

One  clerk,  at  aeTea  hundred  dollars. 

And  two  clerks,  at  ifive  hundred  dollars  each. 

For  the  wa8:es  of  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  melling,  coining,  carpenters', 
millwrights',  and  smiths'  work,  includinff  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  allowed  to 
an  assistant  coiner  and  die  forger,  who  also  over- 
sees the  execution  of  the  iron  works,  eight  thou* 
sand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  fornaces,  cost  of  rollers  and 
screws,  timber,  bar  iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and 
for  all  other  contingencies  of  the  Mint,  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  thirteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  continj^nt  expenses  of  the 
Ezeeative  officers  of  the  said  Territorrj  and  for 
express  hire  and  compensation  of  an  Indian  inter- 
preter, two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  including 
additional  compensation  allowed  the  Judges  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
nine  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  in  said  Territory,  including 
a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  these  objects 
in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sereo, 
six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  including  ad- 
ditional compensation  allowed  to  the  Judges  for, 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
serea  thoosaod  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollard. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  including 
additional  eompensaiion  allowed  to  the  Judges  for 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 
sereo  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  the  said  Territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  including 
additional  compensation  allowed  to  the  Judges 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren, 
seven  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fiuy  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 


United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  department , 
Qot  Otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have  beenad~ 
mitted  in  a  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treas- 
ury, two  thousaoddoUars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  of 
the  several  Departments  of  State,  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  not  ex- 
ceeding for  each  Department,  respectively,  fifteea 
per  centum^  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed  by 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the 
compensation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the  lay- 
ing out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  purpo- 
ses," thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  Associate  Judges,  and  District  Judges  of 
the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
and  two  Associate  Judges  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia; to  the  Attorney  General,  and  to  the  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  fifty-nine 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  like  compensation  granted  to  the  sere* 
ral  District  Attorneys  of  the  Uoited  Stafes,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Marshals  of  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  East  and  West  Tennessee,  and 
Orleans,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme, 
Circuii,and  District  Courts  of  the  United  Sutea, 
including  the  District  of  CoIumhia,and  of  jurors 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  and  likewise  for 
defraying  the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  oflencea 
against  tne  United  States,  and  for  safe  keeping  of 
prisoners,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions  granted 
by  the  late  Gorernment,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  to 
the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight,  to  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand 
eiffht  hundred  and  nine,  ninety-eight  thoosand 
dollars. 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers,  stakea^es 
of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  certain  contin- 
gent expenses,  including  repairs  and  raising  New- 
port light-house,  eighty-fire  thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  light-houses  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  North  Carolina,  a  former  appropria- 
tion of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  those  objects 
having  been  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  twenty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  the  south  point 
of  Cumberland  island,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  a 
former  appropriation  of  four  thousand  dollars  for 
that  object  having  been  carried  to  the  surplus 
fund,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  Cape  Hatteres, 
and  beacon  on  Shellcastle  Island,  in  addition  to 
the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for  those  objects, 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  forty-foor  cents. 
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For  erecting  tlie  following  Iigb^bouses  in  addi- 
tion to  the  sums  beretofore  appropriated  forlbeoi 
respectively,  that  is  lo  say  : 

For  erecting  a  Itglit-house  on  New  Point  Com- 
fort, in  Virginia,  one  hundred  and  eeveoty-seven 
dollars  and  twenty  cents. 

For  erecting  light-houses  on  LoDg  Island  Sound, 
one  thousaod  dollars. 

Fur  erecting  a  light-bouse  on  Wood  Island  or 
Fletcber'a  Deck,  one  buodred  dollars. 

For  erecting  a  double  ligbt-boase  at  or  near 
Cbatham  harbor,  on  the  back  of  Cape  Cod,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  and  beacons  in  or  near  the 
rocks  and  shoals  in  the  channel  leading  into  the 
harbor  of  Salem,  io  Massachusetts,  in  addition  to 
the  sum  beretofore  appropriated  for  that  object, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expenses  of  the  Boards  formed  in  the 
-Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  for  ioTesti- 
gatio^  and  adjusting  titles  and  claims  to  land,  io 
addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  object,  thiriy-tbree  thousand  tnree  hundred 
dollars. 

For  carrying  on  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  severaf  Territories,  twenty-one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-fonr  dpllara. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  Gorernraent, 
the  balance  of  former  appropriations  for  that  ob- 
ject baring  been  carried  to  the  snrplus  fund, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions, thirty-three  thousand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercoursie  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse  with 
the  Barbary  Powers,  afiy  thousand  dollarti. 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  distressed 
American  seamen,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  prosecuting  claims  in  relation 
to  captures,  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  foar  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  and 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  ^ebruary  10, 1808. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  Bupport  of  the 
Navy  of  tlie  United  States,  during  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  during 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
the  following  sums  be,  and  the  satne  hereby  are, 
respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say  : 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  oflScezs,  and 


pay  of  the  seamen,  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
thousand  and  forty^eight  dollars. 

For  provisions,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  dullan 
and  ten  cents. 

For  medicines,  instruments,  and  hospital  stores, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  hundred  and  oioetf- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  freight,  store  rent,  commissions  to  agats, 
and  other  contingent  expenses,  seventy-five  ihoo- 
sand  dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  Marine  Corps, 
including  provisions  for  those  on  ^^bore,  and  for- 
age for  the  staff,  one  hundred  and  sixty  iboasaDil 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  niaetf 
cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  same,  twenty-nine  tboo- 
sand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  aod 
eighty  cents. 

Formilitary  stores  for  the  same,  ninetbonaBd 
six  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars. 

For  medicine,  medical  services,  hospital  stores, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick  be- 
tonging  to  the  Marine  Corps,  two  thousud 
dollars. 

For  quartermasters'  and  barrackmasters' stores, 
officers^ travelling  expenses,  armorers*  andcar|)en- 
ter«'  bills,  fuel,  premiums  for  enlisting,  musical 
instruments,  bounty  to  music,  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses,  fourteen  thousand  and  thirty-fire 
dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  navy  yards,  comprising 
docks  and  other  improvements,  pay  of  saperio- 
lendents,  storekeepers,  clerks,  and  laborers,  sixtf 
thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance,  6(ly  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  herein  specifically  appropriated sh^ 
he  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  ZS08. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  contiDne  eertun  causes  and  {n- 
ceedingA  in  the  District  Court  of  the  INstriA  of 

Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  all  causps,  suits,  ac- 
tions, writs,  process,  and  proceedings,  which  were 
pending  in  the  district  court  of  the  District  of 
Cotutnbia  at  the  lime  appointed  by  law  for  hold- 
ing a  session  thereof,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Oc- 
tober last  past,  or  which  were  returnable  to  the 
session  of  the  said  court,  which  ought  to  bare 
been  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  shall 
be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  revived,  reinsuied. 
and  continued  over  to  the  next  siatecl  session  of 
the  said  court,  to  be  holden  on  the  first  Tuesday 
of  April  next,  in  the  same  manner  and  condithm, 
and  the  same  further  proceedings  mav  be  bad 
therein,  as  if  a  session  of  the  said  court  had  been, 
on  the  said  first  Tuesday  of  October,  faoldirn  ac- 
cording to  law,  andaa  if  a  re^^ularcontinoaneeef 
all  the  said  causes,  suits,  actions,  writs,  proeCH. 
and  proceedings,  had  been  duly  entered  upon  Ike 
records  of  the  said  court. 

Approved,  February  10, 1808. 
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Am  Act  nutiiqc  ^ipropriatioDa  fiir  ctrrjing  into  efieet 
certain  Indian  Treaties. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  United 
Slates  and  the  Choctaw  nation  of  lodiansj  cod- 
claded  at  Pooshapukanuk,  in  the  Choctaw  couo- 
nry,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  November,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fire,  the  following  sums 
be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  appropriated,  in  coa- 
Carmity  with  the  utipulations  contained  in  the 
said  treaty,  that  is  to  say : 

To  thesaid  Choctaw  nation,  fifty  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  the  furtner  annual  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars. 

To  each  of  the  three  great  Medal  Mfneoes, 
PakshDonobfaee,  MinffoHoomastubbee,and  Puo- 
dutmittaba,  fire  bandred  dollars,  and  a  further 
annaal  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to 
each  of  the  said  Minxes  daring  bis  continusace 
in  office. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  a  treat?  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Ottawa.  Chippewa. 
Wyandotte,  and  Pottawatamle  nations  of  Indians, 
concluded  at  Detroit  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  hereby^  are,  appropriated,  in  conformity  with 
the  stipulations  contained  in  (he  said  treaty,  that 
is  to  say : 

Ten  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  to  the  said  na- 
tions in  the  following  proportions: 

To  the  Ottawa  nation,  three  thousand  three 
handred  and  thirty*threedoilan<  thirty-three  cents 
and  four  mills. 

To  the  Chippewa  nation,  three  thousand  three 
handred  thirty-three  dollars  thirty-three  cebts  and 
four  mills. 

To  the  Wyandotte  nation,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  sixty-six  cents  and 

six  mills. 

To  the  Pottawatamie  nation,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars  sixty-six  cents  and 
fiix  mills;  and  the  further  annuel  sum  of  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  nations  in  the  following  proportions: 

To  the  Ottawas,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

To  the  Chippewas,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

To  (he  Wyaodottes,  eight  hundred  dollars; 
and  to  such  of  the  Pottawatamies  as  now  re^iide 
on  the  river  Huron  of  Lake  Erie,  the  river  Rai- 
sin, and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  rivers,  four 
hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
■cveral  sums  appropriated  by  this  act  shall  be 
paid  oot  of  any  moneys  in  theTreasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  Febraary  19, 1808. 

A.Q  Act  to  provide  for  the  paymuit  of  certain  expenses 
incurred  in  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  John 
Smith,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 
Be  it  enacted,      That  the  Accounting  officers 
^  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed 
to  audit  and  settle  the  acoouots  of  all  persons  who 


may  have  claims  against  the  United  States,  for 
expenses  incurred  in  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  John  Smith,  n  Senator  of  tne  United  States, 
from  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  an  alleged  associate  of 
Aaron  Burr;  which  expenses  may  have  been  au- 
thorized by  the  committee  of  inquiry,  or  by  order 
of  the  Senate:  Provided,  That  the  said  accounts 
shall  have  been  first  certified  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  or  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  to  every 
witness  before  the  said  committee  of  inquiry,  or 
before  the  Senate  upon  the  said  inquiry,  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  for  every  day's  attend- 
ance fhereon,  the  som  of  three  dollars.  And  to 
defray  the  raid  expenses,  there  is  hereby  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
paid  from  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

Approved,  February  19, 1808. 


An  Act  making  addititmai  compensation  to  the  Mar- 
shals for  the  Dirtriets  of  NoiUi  Carolina  and  New 

Jersey. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  IVlarch  next,  there  shall  be  paid  annu- 
ally to  the  Marshal  for  the  district  of  North  Car- 
olina, the  8U;n  of  four  hundred  dollars;  (o  the 
Maruat  for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  th'e  som 
of  two  handred  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  fees  and 
emoluments  heretofore  allowed  them  by  lav. 

Approved,  February  25, 1808. 

An  Act  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the  Indiana 
Territory. 

Beit  enacted,  <^c..  That  every  free  white  male 
person  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  having  been  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  resident  in  the  said  Territory, 
one  year  next  preceding  an  election  of  Represen- 
sentatives,  and  who  has  a  legal  or  equitable  title 
to  a  tract  uf  land  of  the  quantity  of  fifty  acres,  or 
who  may  become  the  purchaser  from  the  United 
States  or  a  tract  of  land  of  the  (fuantity  of  fifty 
acres,  or  who  holds  in  his  own  right  a  town  lot 
of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  vote  for  Representatives  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  said  Territory. 

Approved,  February  26, 1S08. 


An  Act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  nothing  in  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  the  following 
articles,  that  is  to  say: 

FXrst.  Wrappersand  outside  packages,in  which 
goods,  the  importation  of  which  is  not  prohibited, 
usually  are  and  shall  be  wrapped  or  packed,  ac 
the  time  of  their  importation : 

Second.  Bags  or  sacks  in  which  salt  shall  be 
imported : 

l%ird.  Glass  bottles  or  phtals  in  which  drugs, 
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mediciDes,  or  any  other  article,  tbe  importation  of 
which  is  Dot  prohibited,  shall  be  imported  : 

Fourth.  Printed  books,  maps,  and  charts: 

Fifth.  Watches, tradesmeo'sand  artificers*  tools; 
mathematical,  astronomical,  and  ^argical  iostru- 
ments;  gilt  buttons,  locks,  and  all  other  articles 
manufactured  partly  of  brass  and  partly  of  any 
other  metal : 

Sia^.  Shalloons  and  woollen  stufis,  muskets, 
bayoDeis,  swords,  cutlasses,  and  pistols. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  following  description  shall  be  held 
and  considered  as  being  embraced  by  the  descrip- 
tion of  articles,  the  importation  of  which  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  supple- 
ment, that  is  to  say: 

All  articles  manufactured  entirely  of  silk  and 
wool,  or  of  silk  and  fiax,  or  of  flax  and  wool; 
floor-cloihM,  woollen  cassimeres,  carpets,  carpet- 
ing, and  mats,  whose  invoice  prices  shail  exceed 
fire  shillings  sterling  per  square  yard. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  arti- 
cles imported  on  board  any  vessel  of  tbe  United 
States,  cleared  out  before  the  fourteenth  day  of 
December  last,  from  any  port  within  the  United 
States,  or  the  Territories  tnereof.  shall  be  subject 
to  the  prohibition  enacted  by  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  a  supplement:  Provided,  That  such 
TCssels  which  may  hare  cleared  for  any  port 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  shall  return  to 
some  port  in  the  United  States,  or  its  Territories, 
within  twelve  months :  And  provided.  That  such 
vessels  as  shall  hare  cleared  from  any  other  port 
shall  return  as  aforesaid  within  six  months  from 
the  said  fourteenth  day  of  December. 

Approved,  February  27, 1808. 


An  Act  making  fortber  prorision  for  the  disposal  of 
the  sections  of  land  hcvetofbre  roMrred  iat  the  fu- 
ture disposition  of  CongrMS. 
Be  U  enacted,  ^c,  That  all  the  sections  of  land 
heretofore  reserved  for  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress,  not  sold  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  and 
Wing  within  either  of  the  districts  established  for 
\he  disposition  of  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
with  the  exception  of  the  section  numbered  six- 
teen, of  the  salt  springs,  and  lends  reserved  for 
the  use  of  the  same,  shall  be  offered  for  sale  in 
that  district  within  which  such  reserved  sections 
may  respectively  lie,  on  the  same  terms,  and  un- 
der the  same  regulations,  as  other  lauds  in  tbe 
same  district:  Provided,  That  such  sections  shall 

{ireriously  be  offered  to  the  highest  bidder,  at  pub- 
ic sales,  to  be  held  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  regiatersaod  receivers  of  public  moneys  of  the 
land  offices,  respectively,  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached, on  the  same  terms  as  have  been  provided 
by  law  for  the  public  sales  of  the  other  lauds  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  on  such  dav  or  days  as  shall, 
by  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  be  designated  for  that  purpose.  And  pro- 
vided, also.  That  no  such  heretofore  reserved  sec- 
tion shall  be  sold,  either  at  public  or  private  sale, 
at  a  less  price  than  four  dollars  per  acre. 
Approved,  February  29, 1808. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  tbe  support  of  tk« 
Military  Establishment  of  the  United  StatM,  for  tbe 
year  one  thousand  eight  bundred  and  eight, 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  for  defraying  tbe  ex- 
pense of  the  Military  Establishment  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  has- 
dred  and  eight,  fur  the  Indian  Department,  aad 
for  tbe  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals,  nugt- 
zines,  and  armories,  the  following  sums  be,  ud 
tbe  same  hereby  are,  respectively  appropriated; 
that  is  to  say. 

For  the  pay  of  the  Army  of  the  United  SiateiL 
three  hundred  and  two  thousand  nine  hnndicd 
and  fifty-two  dollars. 

For  forage,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  eigbt 
dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  the  Army  and  corps  of 
engineers,  two  hundred  and  forty-two  tbooaaiil 
five  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  thirty^ 

fire  cents. 

For  clothing,  eighty-five  thousand  dollars. 
For  bounties  and  premiums,  fifteen  thoosaiid 
dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  departments,  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  camp  equipage,  fuel,  tools,  and  transporta- 
tion, ninety  thousand  dollars. 

For  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines,  and  at* 
mories,  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty-two  dollars  and  fire  cents. 

For  purchasing  maps,  plans,  books,  and  instru- 
ments, fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingencies,  eighteen  thousand  dolUn: 

For  ordnance,  forty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  tents,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  extra  transportation  of  military  atom, 
twenty-fire  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  Department,  one  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe 
several  sums  herein  specifically  appropriated,  skill 
be  paid  out  of  anj  moneys  in  the  Treasury  aot 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  3,  1808. 


An  Act  to  allow  the  importation  of  old  copper,  sab> 
petre,  and  sulphur,  free  of  duty. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  from  and  after  tbe 
thirty-first  day  of  March  next,  no  duty  shall  be 
demanded  or  collected  on  the  importation  of  old 
copper,  which  term  shall  apply  only  to  such  cop- 
per manufactures  as  have  been  worn  out  or  other* 
wise  so  damaged  as  to  be  unfit  for  any  other  par- 
pose  than  that  of  supplying  a  raw  material,  to  be 
manufactured  anew.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
the  collector  of  the  port  or  district  in  which  sack 
old  copper  shall  arrivcj  should  any  doubt  atiu 
whether  such  importation  comes  within  the  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  this  act,  to  appoint  one  per- 
son, and  the  owner,  importer,  or  consignee,  to 
appoint  another,  who  shall  ascertain  whether 
copper  imported  comes  under  the  denominatitat 
of  old  copperas  above  described;  and  the  pto- 
ceedings  in  this  instance  shall  be  conducted  in 
the  like  manner  and  form  as  the  proeeediogs  aie 


Digilized  Dy 


2837 


APPENDIX. 


2838 


Pt^lic  Actt  of  CongrtM. 


directed  to  be  had  by  the  firty-second  section  of 
the  act  passed  the  second  of  March,  one  tbonsand 
seven  haodred  and  ninety-Diae,  regulatiDg  the 
collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  loonage,  in 
cases  of  incomplete  entry,  or  of  damage  sustained 
by  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  during  the 
Toyage. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  said  thirty<first  day  of  March  next, 
no  duty  shall  be  demanded  or  collected  on  the 
importation  ot  saltpetre  or  sulphur. 

Approved,  March  4, 1806. 


An  Act  in  farther  addituiii  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  amend  the  Judicial  System  of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  second  circuit,  shall  con- 
sist of  the  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  residing 
Tithtn  said  eireait,  and  the  district  judge  of  the 
district  in  which  such  court  may  be  holden. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted^  That  within 
the  district  of  Gfeorgia,  the  Circuit  Court  to  be 
holden  ID  the  month  of  December,  annually,  shall 
hereafter  be  holden  at  MilledgeTille  instead  of 
LoaisTille. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  fuHker  enacted,  That  instead 
of  the  times  heretofore  established  by  law  for  hold- 
ing  the  fall  terms  of  the  district  court  for  the  dis- 
trict of  North  Carolina,  the  same  be  commenced 
and  holden  in  future  on  the  following  days ;  that 
is  to  say:  at  Wilmington,  in  and  for  the  district 
of  Cape  Fear,  on  the  third  Monday  of  October; 
at  Newbern,  in  and  for  the  district  of  Pamptico, 
on  the  Friday  next  after  the  third  Monday  of 
Oetirfier,  and  at  Edenton.  in  and  for  the  district  of 
Albemarle,  on  the  first  Tuesday  which  shall  fol- 
low the  Friday  next  aAer  the  third  Monday  of 
October,  annually.  And  that  all  actions,  suits, 
writs,  process,  pleadings,  and  other  proceedings 
commenced,  or  to  be  commenced,  or  which  shall 
be  now  peodine  in  any  of  the  district  courts  of 
the  district  of  North  Carolina,  for  the  terms  afore- 
said, shall  be  continued  orer  and  have  day  accord- 
ing to  the  alterations  hereby  Inade  and  estab- 
lished, anything  in  any  former  act  or  acts  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  March  9, 1808. 


An  Act  for  extending  the  terms  of  credit  on  revenne 
bonds,  in  certain  eases,  and  for  other  purpoaes. 
Be  it  etiacUd,  fc.,  That  the  payment  of  alt 
bonds  given  for  duties  on  the  importation  of  coffee, 
sugar,  pepper,  indigo,  cocoa,  and  wine,  paying  a 
doty  of  twenty-three  cents  per  gallon,  which  re- 
main unpaid  at  the  passing  of  tnis  act,  and  have 
or  may  become  due,  subsequent  to  the  twenty- 
seeond  of  December  last,  and  whilst  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  alt  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,"  shall  continue  in  force,  may  be  suspend- 
ed during  the  continuance  of  the  said  act,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  hereinafter  provided :  Pro- 
vided, That  such  extension  of  credit  shall  not  ap- 
ply to  the  'duties  due  for  aoy  of  the  above  de- 


scribed articles,  which  either  have  been  re- 
exported, or  are  not  entitled  to  be  exported  with 
benefit  of  drawback,  nor  to  any  which  have  been, 
or  will  be,  sold  by  the  importer. 

Ssc.  2.  Andbeitjurther enacted,  Thattbeper- 
sons  entitled  to  the  extension  of  credit,  allowed 
by  ibe  preceding  section,  shall,  in  order  to  enjoy- 
its  benefit,  lake  up,  or  have  cancelled,  the  bonds 
heretofore  given  for  duties,  on  which  the  exten- 
sion of  credit  is  allowed,  and  give  to  the  collector 
new  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  said  collector,  for  the  sums  of  their 
former  bonds  respectively,  payable  whenever  the 
act  entirted  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  end  harbors  of  the 
United  States,"  shall  no  longer  be  in  force :  which 
bonds  shall  be  accepted  by  the  collectors  respec- 
tively, upon  the  terms  following,  that  is  to  say: 
the  goods  for  the  duties  whereon  such  bonds  shall 
be  ai-cepted  shall  bp  deposited  at  the  expense  and 
risk  of  the  importer  or  importers,  parties  to  the 
aaid  bonds,  in  one  or  more  atore-bonse  or  store- 
houses, in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  provided  for 
the  deposite  of  teas,  by  the  sixty-second  section  of 
tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  hut  no  delivery 
of  the  said  goods,  or  of  part  thereof,  shall  be  made 
to  the  owners  thereof,  unless  the  duties  on  so  much 
thereof  as  may,  on  the  application  of  the  owners, 
be  thus  delivered,  shall  have  been  paid.  And 
whenever  the  sum  specified  in  aoy  of  the  bonds 
taken  by  virtue  of  this  section  shall  become  due 
and  remain  unpaid  more  than  forty-five  days,  so 
much  of  the  said  deposited  good)  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary shall  be  sold  by  the  collector  at  public  sale, 
and  the  proceeds  thereof,  after  dedaeting  the  char- 
ges of  safe-keeping  and  sale  thereof,  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  such  sum,  rendering  the 
overplus  arising  on  such  sale  and  tbe  residue  of 
the  goods  so  deposited,  if  any  there  be,  to  the  per- 
son or  persons  by  whom  such  a  deposite  shall  have 
been  made,  or  to  his  or  their  agent  or  lawful  ren- 
resentative.   But  if  the  proceeds  of  such  sale 
shall  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  tbe  duties  and  char- 
ges, or  if  any  of  the  goods  shall,  while  deposi- 
ted, be  destroyed,  stolen,  tost,  or  damaged,  the 
bond  taken  by  virtue  of  this  section,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  on  such  goods,  shall  be  proceeded 
with,  in  all  respects,  as  other  bonds  taken  by  col- 
lectors for  duties  due  to  tbe  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandiiie,  which, 
being  entitled  to  be  exported  with  benefit  of 
drawback,  had,  prior  to  the  twenty-second  day  of 
December  last,  been  actually  ladea  on  b<nrd  a 
vessel,  and  inspected  under  the  snperintendence  of 
a  proper  officer,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
or  tbe  seventy-sixth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,"  have  been  detained  under 
the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  so 
as  to  prevent  the  actual  exportation  of  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  the  payment  of  lionds 
given  for  duties  on  the  importation  of  tbe  same^ 
may,  to  an  amonnt  equal  to  that  of  such  duties 
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and  DO  ranher,  be  suspeoded  during  the  conttnu- 
aoce  of  the  last  meatiooed  act,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  OD  the  same  terms  and  condiiioos,  as  is 

Strovided  by  tbe  precedinj^  section  for  bonds  given 
or  daties  on  certain  specified  articles:  Provided, 
That  the  owners  of  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, shall  surrender  any  debentures  which 
previously  have  been  granted  for  the  drawback 
of  duties  on  the  same. 

Sec.4.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  Thaliheper- 
soDs  entitled  to  the  extension  of  credit  allowed 
by  the  next  preceding  section,  may,  at  Ibeir  op- 
lion,  either  deposite  tbegoods,  wares,aod  merchan- 
dise, in  a  store-bouse  or  store-houses,  or  leave  tbe 
same  on  board  the  ressei  on  which  tne  same  have 
been  laden ;  tbe  said  goods,  wares,  and  merehan- 
dise,  being  in  either  case  secured  in  tbe  same  man- 
ner as  is  provided  for  goods  deposited  in  confor- 
mity with  the  second  section  of  this  act:  Provi- 
ded^ alv>ay$.  That  whenever  it  may  be  lawful  to 
export  such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  it  shall 
be  necessary  that  tbe  same  should  again  be  in- 
spected by  a  proper  officer  on  board  the  vessel  in 
which  the  same  shall  be  exported,  in  order  to  en- 
title the  exporter  to  the  benefit  of  drawback;  nor 
shall  any  debentures  for  drawback  of  duties  00 
such  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  be  issued  or 
paid,  untii  after  the  actual  exportation  of  the 
same :  And  provided,  eUeo,  That  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  owners 
of  such  goods,  wares^  and  merchandise,  who  may 
not  claim  the  extension  of  credit  allowed  by  this 
act,  and  who  have  not  received  debentures  for 
the  drawback  of  duties  on  the  same,  from  landing 
and  keeping  in  their  possession  any  such  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise. 
Approved,  March  10, 1808. 


An  Act  procuriog  an  addiUonal  number  of  nau,  and 
fbr  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  sulphur. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  a  sum  of  money,  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  procuring  by  purchase,  or  causing  to 
be  manufactured  within  the  United  States,  and 
under  the  directiun  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  an  additional  number  of  stands  of  arms, 
to  be  deposited  in  safe  and  suitable  places.  And 
for  the  purchase  of  saltpetre  and  sulphur,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Approved,  March  H,  1808. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  har- 
bors of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  during  the  conti  nuance 
of  the  act  entitled  *'An  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vesseU  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
tbe  United  States,"  no  ship,  vessel,  or  boat,  of 
any  description  whatever,  owned  by  citizeas  of 
the  United  States,  and  which  is  neither  registered, 
licensed,  nor  possessed  of  a  sea-letter,  sluul  be  al- 


lowed to  depart  from  any  port  of  tbe  United 
Slates, or  shall  receive  a  clearance ;  nor  shall  any 
foreign  vessel  be  allowed  to  depart  from  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  with  a  cargo  destined  for 
another  port  of  the  United  States,  or  sbal)  receive 
a  clearance  for  that  purpose,  until  the  owner  or 
owners,  consignee,  or  factors,  of  such  American 
or  foreign  vessel,  snail,  with  the  master,  give  bosd 
with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  United  States,  in 
case  of  a  vessel  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  sum  double  tbe  value  of  the  vessel  aad 
cargo,  and  in  that  of  a  foreign  vessel  four  times  the 
value  of  tbe  vessel  and  cargo,  that  the  vessel  aball 
not  proceed  toaDyforeignportorpIace,and  that  the 
cargo  shall  be  relaodeoin  some  port  of  the  Uniled 
States.'  Pnmtefed,  ThatitshallbelawfuIaBdsitf- 
ficient,  in  the  case  of  any  sncb  American  Tessel, 
whose  employment  has  uniformly  been  coofiaed 
to  rivers,  tiays,  sounds,  and  lakes,  wiibio  tbe  jn- 
risdiction  of  tbe  United  States,  to  ffire  bond,  in 
an  amount  equal  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  each 
ton  of  «aid  vessel,  with  condition  that  such  vee- 
sel  shall  not  be  employed  in  any  foreign  trade  da- 
ring the  time  limited  in  the  condition  of  the  boDd. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  bo 
bond  shall  be  required  of  boats  not  masted,  or,  if 
masted,  not  being  decked,  whose  emplovraent  has 
been,  and  shall  continue  to  be,  confined  to  rivers, 
bays,  and  sounds,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  and  lying  within  distiiels  which 
are  not  adjacent  to  the  territories  colonies,  or  prov- 
inces of  a  foreign  nation,  whether  such  boats  be 
licensed  or  not,  and  unless,  in  tbe  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury,  such  bond  be  neces- 
sary ;  and  in  case  tbe  Secretary  shall  deem  soeh 
bond  necessary,  it  shall  be  lawful  and  sofficieoi 
for  the  owner  of  the  boat,  to  give  bond,  in  an 
amount  equal  to  thirty  dollars  for  each  ton  of  said 
boat,  with  condition  that  such  boat  shall  not  be 
employed  in  any  foreign  trade  daring  the  contin- 
uance of  tbe  act  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  em> 
bargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  tbe  ports  and 
harbors  of  tbe  United  States." 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in 
every  case  where  bond  bath  been  or  shall  be  giv- 
en to  the  United  States  under  this  act,  or  under 
tbe  act  entitled  "An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all 
ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,"  or  under  the  act  supplementary 
to  the  last  mentioned  act,  with  condition  that  cer- 
tain goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  or  the  cargo 
of  a  vessel,  shall  be  relanded  in  some  port  of  the 
United  States ;  tbe  party  or  parties  to  such  bond 
shall,  within  four  months  after  the  date  of  the 
same,  produce  to  the  collector  of  tbe  port,  from 
which  the  vessel  had  been  cleared  with  sueh 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  cargo,  a  certificate 
of  the  relandtngof  tbesame,  from  tbe  collector  of 
tbe  proper  port ;  on  failure  whereof  tbe  bond  shall 
be  put  in  suit,  and  in  every  sueh  sticb  suit  judg* 
ment  shall  be  given  against  tbe  defendant  or  de- 
fendants, unless  proof  shall  be  produced  of  sacfa 
relaodiog,  or  of  loss  by  sea,  or  other  nnavml^le 
accident. 

Sbg.  4.  And  be  it  Jioiker  enaeled.  Thai  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  to  export  fran  theUoiied 
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States,  in  any  maniier  whatever,  aoy  ^oods,  wares, 
or  roerchaoaise,  of  foreign  or  domestic  growth  or 
manufactare;  and  if anygoodB,  wares, or  merehao- 
dise,  shall,  during  the  coDtinuanee  of  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  laying  an  embareo  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  llnited 
States,"  and  of  itie  act  suppleaientary  to  the  last 
mentioned  act,  contrary  to  the  prohibitions  of  this 
act,  be  exported  from  the  United  States,  either 
by  land  or  water,  the  vessel,  boat,  raft,  cart,  wag- 
on, sleigh,  or  other  carriage,  in  which  the  same 
shall  have  been  exported,  shall,  together  with  the 
tackle,  apparel,  horses,maIes,  and  oxen,  be  forfeit- 
ed, and  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  and  every  other  person  knowingly 
concerned  in  such  prohibited  exportation,  shall 
each,  respectively,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  dollars  for  every  such  of- 
fence: Provided,  however,  That  nothing  in  this 
section  contained  shall  be  constraed  to  prevent 
foreign  vessels  from  departing  from  the  ports  of 
the  United  States  with  tne  cargo  or  cargoes  which 
may  be  on  board  of  the  same,  when  aotifled  of  the 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  barbork-  of  the  United  States,  in  con- 
formity with  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  nor 
to  take  away  any  power  conferred  on  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  last  mentioned  act,  nor  to  prevent  for- 
eign vessels  from  furnishing  toemselves  with  ne- 
cessary provisions  and  sea-stores  for  the  voyage, 
nor  fishing  vessels  from  departing  with  sea-stores, 
salt,  and  their  usual  fishing  tackle  and  apparel,  in 
the  manaer  prescribed  by  the  act  sopptementary 
to  the  aforesaid  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on 
the  return  into  the  United  States  of  any  fishing 
vessel,  such  as  is  described  by  the  second  section 
of  the  act,  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,"  which 
shall  have  sailed  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
last  mentioned  acts,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
master  and  mate  to  declare  on  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  the  collector,  whether  any  part  of  the  fish- 
ing fare  has  been  sold  daring  the  voyage,  and  in 
default  of  taking  sncb  oath  or  affirmation,  the 
master  and  mate  shall  each  respectively  forfeit  and 
pay  one  hundred  dollars:  Provided,  That  the 
aforesaid  oath  or  affirmation  may  be  dispensed 
with  so  far  as  relates  to  the  fishery  on  oar  own 
coasts  in  the  customary  small  vessels. 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  eauicUd,  That  all  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures  incurred  hy  force  of  this  act, 
shall  be  sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  ac- 
counted for,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  da- 
ties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  the  second 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-nine,  and  may  be  mitigated  or  remitted  in 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  mitigating  or  remitting  the  for- 
feitures, penalties,  and  disabilities  accruing  in  cer- 
tain cases  therein  mentioned."  passed  the  third  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  and  made  perpetaal  by  an  act  passed  the 


eleventh  of  Febrnary,  one  thoosaod  eight  hun- 
dred. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  fttrtker  enacted.  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized,  if  he  shall  be  satisfied  by  a  statement 
or  account  current,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  of  any 
citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  such 
other  proof  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit, 
or  the  President  may  require,  that  such  citizen 
or  citizens  have  property  of  value  in  any  port  or 
place  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  arising  from  property  actually  without 
such  jurisdiction,  prior  lo  the  twenty-second  day 
of  December  last,  to  grant,  on  application,  per- 
mission to  such  citizen  or  citizens,  to  despatch  a 
vessel  in  ballast  to  such  port  or  place,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  importing  into  the  United  States  such 
property :  ProxFi(ud,  That  bond  with  sufficient 
security  be  given  to  the  Uniied  States,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ia  such 
a  sum  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  with  the  fol- 
lowing conditions,  to  wit :  that  such  vessels  shall 
not  export  from  the  United  States  any  specie  or 
any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  of  foreign  or 
domestic  growth  or  manufacture,  necessary  pro- 
visions and  stores  excepted,  that  she  shall  return 
(reasonable  time  being  allowed  for  performing 
tne  voyage)  to  the  United  States  with  such  prop- 
erty, and  that  she  shall  not,  during  the  voyage, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  be  engaged  in  any 
traffic,  freighting,  or  other  employment,  and  that 
no  goods,  wares,  oi  merchandise,  shall  be  imported 
in  such  vessel  other  than  the  property  for  which 
such  vessel  t>hall  obtain  such  permission,  or  the 
proceeds  of  property  shipped  bonafide  by  a  citizen 
or  citizens  of  toe  United  States  prior  to  the  said 
twenty-second  day  of  December  last:  Aiutpro- 
vided,  aleo,  That  the  bond  herein  directed  to  be 
taken  shall  not  be  caocclled,  unless  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  he  satisfied,  either  by  the  oath  of 
the  party  or  parties  to  the  same,  or  such  other 
proof  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  that  the 
conditions  of  the  said  bond  have  been  complied 
with:  And  provided,  further,  That  the  owner  or 
owners,  factor  or  ftgent,  master  and  mate  of  such 
vessel,  shall,  on  her  return  to  the  United  States, 
make  oath  or  affirmation  that  such  vessel  hath 
not]  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief,  du- 
ring the  voyage  for  which  such  permission  had 
been  granted,  either  directly  or  indirectly  been 
employed  in  any  act  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  such 
bond. 

Approved,  March  12, 1808. 


An  Act  remitting  the  duties  payable  on  the  importatien 
of  a  monument  to  be  erected  in  memory  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  feU  during  the 
attack  made  on  the  ci^  of  I^poli,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hnndied  and  four. 
Be  it  enacted,       That  the  duties  payable  ac- 
cording to  law,  on  the  importation  of  a  monument 
imported  in  the  frigate  Constitution,  from  Italy, 
on  account  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States* 
Navy,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  remitted. 
Approved,  March  13, 1608. 
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An  Act  fin-  flreetiag  •  Ugfat-houfle  on  the  aouth  point 
of  Uie  island  of  Sapelo,  and  for  placing:  bnoya  and 
beaoont  in  the  shoals  of  the  intet  leading  to  the 
town  of  Darien,  and  near  the  entrance  of  Ipswich 
harbor,  near  Plymouth  harbor,  before  the  harbor  of 
Nantacket,  and  on  the  island  of  Tuckanuck,  at  or 
near  the  entrance  of  Connecticut  river,  and  near  the 
entrance  of  Great  Egg:  Harbor  river. 
Be  itenacted,  ^c.  That  as  soon  asthe  jurisdic- 
tion of  so  much  of  tae  head  land  of  the  south  point 
of  the  island  of  Sapelo,  in  the  State  of  Georgia, 
as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  deem 
sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  iigbt-house 
ftad  its  appurteoances,  shall  hare  Dceaced^  to 
the  United  States,  provided  the  said  land  can  be 
obtaioed  at  a  reasonable  mice,  it  shall  be  the  datjr 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  bj 
contract,  which  shall  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  for  building  a  light- 
house thereon,  and  furnishing  the  same  with  all 
necessary  supplies,  and  also  to  agree  for  the  sala- 
ries or  wages  of  the  person  or  persons  who  may 
be  appointed,  by  the  President,  for  the  superinten- 
dence and  care  of  buildios  the  said  ligni-house. 
And  the  Pres^ident  is  hereby  aathorized  to  make 
the  said  appoiniroent. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  uf  the  Treasury  be  further  authorized 
and  directed  to  cause  to  be  placed  four  buoys  on 
the  shoals  called  the  South  and  North  banks  of 
the  harbor,  or  entrance,  of  the  inlet  leadiugto  the 
town  of  Dariea. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  cause  to  be  erected  and  placed  bea- 
cons and  buoys  at  the  following  places,  to  wit : 
two  beacons  and  three  buoys  near  the  entrance  of 
Ipswich  harbor ;  three  buoys,  one  on  Gurnet  rock, 
one  on  Boss  rock,  and  one  on  Deck's  flats,  and  two 
beacons  on  the  stony  muscle  bed,  near  Plymouth 
harbor;  three  additional  buovs  before  the  harbor 
of  Nantucket,  and  a  buoy  or  leading  mark  on  the 
island  of  Tuckanuck,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  three  buoys  at  or  near  the  entrance  of  Con- 
necticut river,  and  three  buoys  to  be  placed  at  or 
near  the  entrance  of  Great  Kgg  Harbor  river,  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersev- 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enatUed.  That  there 
•hall  be  appropriated  and  paid  oat  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  a 
■am  not  ezceedmg  eleven  thoaeand  five  hundred 
dollars,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 
Approved,  March  17, 1808. 


An  Act  extending  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating 
military  land  warrants. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  authorized  to  issue  military  land  warrants  to 
such  persons  as  have,  or  shall,  before  the  first  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten, 
produce  to  him  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  valid- 
ity of  their  claims;  which  warrants,  with  those 
heretofore  issued  and  not  yet  sal isSed,  shall  and 
may  be  located  in  the  names  of  the  holders  or  pro- 
prietors thereof,  prior  to  the  first  day  of  October, 


of  Coagretf. 


one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  on  any  na- 
located  parts  of  the  fifty  quarter  townships  and 
the  fractional  quarter  townships  reserved  by  law 
for  original  holders  of  military  bnd  warrants. 
Approved,  March  21, 1808. 


An  Act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  establish- 
ing Circuit  Courts,  and  abridging  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  District  Courts  of  the  districts  of  Kentnc^,  Tea- 
nessee,  and  Ohio." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  so  mach  of  the  second 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  establiahiac 
circuit  courts,  and  abridgin|;  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  district  courts  of  the  districts  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Ohio,"  passed  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  seven, 
constituting  the  State  of  Tennessee  one  disuict, 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  circuit  courts  thereiiL 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby  repealed;  and  from  aad 
after  tbe  passage  of  this  act,  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see shall  be  divided  into  two  districts,  for  the 
purpo!^  of  holding  circuit  courts  therein,  and  the 
limits  of  the  said  districts  shall  be  the  same  as 
those  DOW  prescribed  for  the  districts  of  Kast  and 
West  Tennessee,  iu  and  by  the  fourth  section  of 
the  above  recited  act;  and  there  shall  be  holden 
annually,  in  each  of  the  said  two  districts,  one  cir- 
cuit court,  to  consist  of  one  justice  of  ihe  Snpreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  and  the  district  judge 
of  the  said  district  of  East  and  West  Tennessee; 
and  the  sessions  of  the  said  couru  shall  be  held 
in  each  of  the  said  districts,  at  Nashville  on  tbe 
second  Monday  in  June,  and  at  KnoxviUe  on  the 
third  Monday  in  October  annually  ;  and  that  all 
actions,  causes,  pleas,  processes,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings relative  to  any  cause,  civil  or  criminiL 
which  shall  be  retomable  to  or  depending  in  the 
said  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  to  be  hdd 
at  Nashville  on  the  first  Monday  of  Jane  next, 
shall  be  returned,  and  held  continued  to,  and  be 
proceeded  upon,  on  the  second  Monday  in  June 
next,  in  the  same  manner  they  would  have  been 
if  this  change  had  not  taken  place. 

Sec.  2.  Andbeit  fUrther  enacted.  That  where 
any  suit  or  suits  has  or  have  been  brought,  or  is 
or  are  now  pending  before  the  circuit  court  held 
at  Knoxvilte,  in  and  for  the  district  of  Bast  Ten- 
nessee, against  a  person  residing  in  said  district 
of  East  Tennessee,  such  suit  or  suits  shall  be  pit>- 
ceeded  upon,  and  finally  determined  in  the  dts- 
triotof  Bast  Tennessee;  and  where  any  suit  or 
snits  has  or  have  been  brought,  or  is  or  are  now 
pending  before  the  circuit  court  held  at  Nashville, 
in  and  for  the  district  of  West  Tennessee,  against 
a  person  residing  in  the  said  district  of  West  Ten- 
nessee, such  suit  or  suits  shall  be  proceeded  opoa 
and  fioally  determined  in  the  district  of  West 
Tennessee. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  judee  of  Tennes- 
see to  attend  at  Kuoxville,  on  the  first  Thursday 
after  tbe  third  Monday  in  April  next,  and  on  tlv 
first  Thursday  after  the  third  Monday  in  Aivil 
of  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  and  at  Nasb- 
ville  on  the  first  Thursday  after  tbe  fourth  Htm- 
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day  in  Norember  next,  and  on  the  first  Tbumday 
after  the  fourth  MoDday  io  November  of  each 
and  every  year  thereafter,  who  shall  have  power 
to  make  all  oecessary  orders  touching  any  suit, 
aetioQ,  appeal,  writ  in  error,  process,  pleadings, 
or  proeeeaiogs.  returned  to  the  circuit  court  next 
to  M  hotden  thereafter  at  Knoxville,  and  Nash- 
Tille,  or  depending  therein,  preparatory  to  the 
heariog,  trial,  or  decision  of  such  actios,  suit,  ap- 
peal, writ  of  error,  process,  pleadings,  or  proceed- 
ings ;  and  all  writs  and  process  may  be  returnable 
to  the  said  coiirts  on  the  first  Thursday  after  the 
third  Monday  in  April,  at  Knoxrille,  and  on  the 
first  Thursday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in  No- 
Tember,  at  Nashville,  in  the  same  manner  as  to 
the  sessions  of  the  circuit  court,  directed  to  be 
held  by  this  act  in  the  district  of  East  Tennessee, 
at  Knoxville.and  io  the  district  of  West  Tennes- 
see, at  Nashvitle ;  and  the  said  writs,  returnable  to 
the  circuit  courts  to  be  held  at  Knoxville,  may 
also  bear  teste  on  the  said  first  Thursday  after  the 
third  Monday  in  April;  and  the  writs  returnable 
to  the  circuit  courts  to  be  held  at  Nashville  may 
bear  teste  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  as 
though  a  session  of  the  said  circuit  court  was 
holden  on  those  days  at  Knoxville  and  Nasbrllle 
respectively. 

Sec,  4.  And  be  it  JUrther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  two  clerks  appointed,  one  for  the  circuit 
court  to  held  at  Knoxville,  and  one  for  the  circuit 
court  to  be  held  at  Nashville,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  attend  the  said  district  judge  on  the  said  first 
Thursday  after  the  third  Monday  in  April,  and  on 
the  said  first  Thursday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in 
November,  of  each  and  every  year,  at  the  places 
aforesaid,  who  shall  make  due  entry  of  all  such 
matters  and  things  as  shall  or  may  be  ordered  by 
the  said  judge ;  and  at  each  and  every  of  the  said 
sessions,  so  held  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  all  ac- 
tions, pleas,  and  other  proceedings,  relative  to 
any  cause,  civil  or  criminal,  shall,  for  the  circuit 
court  to  be  held  at  Nashville,  be  continued  over 
10  the  ensuing  second  Monday  in  June,  and  shall 
for  the  circuit  court  to  be  held  at  Knoxville,  be 
continued  over  to  the  ensuing  third  Monday  in 
October. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
actions,  suits,  nrocess,  pleadings,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings, of  what  nature  or  kind  soever,  civil  or 
crirtiinal,  which  were  originally  returned  to  the 
circuit  court  begun  end  held  at  Nashville,  on  the 
first  Monday  in  June  last ;  and  all  writs,  process, 
and  proceedings,  as  aforesaid,  which  are,  or  may 
be  made  returnable  to  the  said  circuit  court  to  be 
held  at  Nashville,  shall,  after  the  next  June  term 
of  the  circuit  court,  be  continued,  returned  to,  and 
have  day  in  the  session  to  be  held  by  this  act,  on 
the  first  Thursday  after  the  fourth  Monday  in  No- 
vember next,  and  all  actions,  suits,  process,  plead- 
ings, and  other  proeeedingsj  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever,  civil  or  criminal,  which  were  originally 
returned  to  the  circuit  court  begun  and  held  at 
Knoxville,  on  the  third  Monday  in  October  last; 
and  all  writs,  process,  and  pleadings,  as  aforesaid, 
which  are  or  may  be  made  returnable  to  the 
said  circuit  court,  shall  be  continued,  retorncd  to, 


end  have  day  in  the  session  to  be  held  by  this 
act,  on  the  first  Thursday  after  the  third  Monday 
in  April  next ;  and  such  proceedings  shall  be  had 
thereon,  at  the  said  session,  as  are  hereinbefore 
provided. 

Approved,  March  33, 1808. 


An  Act  authorising  a  detachment  from  the  Mifitia  irf 
the  United  Sutes. 

Be  a  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized,  at 
such  times  as  he  shall  deem  necessary,  to  require 
of  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, to  take  eSiectual  measures  to  organize, 
arm.  and  equip,  according  to  law,  and  hold  in 
readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning,  theii 
respective  proportions  of  one  hundred  thousand 
militia,  officers  included,  to  be  apportioned  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  from  the  latest 
militia  returns  io  the  Dt- partmeot  of  War,  and  in 
cases  where  such  returns  have  not  been  made,  by 
such  other  data  as  he  shall  judge  equitable. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Executives  of  the  several  Stales  and  Territories 
may  accept,  as  part  of  the  said  detachment,  any 
corps  of  volunteers  who  shall  engage  to  continue 
in  service  six  months  after  they  arrive  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  jurther  enacted,  That  the 
detachment  of  militia  and  volunteers  aforesaid 
shall  be  officered  out  of  the  present  militia  offi- 
cers, or  others,  at  the  option  and  discretion  of  the 
constitutional  authority  in  the  respective  States 
and  Territories,  the  President  apportioning  the 
seneral  officers  among  the  respective  States  and 
Territories,  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  detachments  shall  not  be  compelled  to  serve 
a  longer  time  than  six  months  after  they  arrive 
at  tbe  place  of  rendezvous,  and  that  during  the 
time  of  their  service  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  pay,  rations,  and  allowance  for  clothing,  as 
are  establiched  by  law  for  the  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales. 

Skc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  call  into  actual  service  any 
part,  or  the  whole,  of  said  detachment,  when  he 
shall  judge  that  the  exigencies  of  the  United 
States  require  it ;  and,  if  a  part  only  of  said  de- 
tachment shall  be  called  into  actual  service,  they 
shall  be  taken  from  such  part  thereof  as  tbe  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  shall  deem  proper. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for 
the  pay,  subsistence,  and  support  of  such  part  of 
said  detachment  as  may  be  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this 
act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the  term  of 
two  years  from  the  passing  thereof,  and  no  longer. 

Approved,  March  30, 1808. 
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An  Act  concerning  the  sale  of  the  landa  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  whenever  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  beea  or  mar  be 
authorized  to  cause  the  public  lands  in  anjr  laud 
district  to  be  offered  for  sale,  it  shall  be  lawful, 
whenever  he  shall  think  it  convenient,  to  offer 
for  sale,  at  first,  only  a  part  of  the  lands  con- 
tained in  such  district,  and,  at  any  subsequent 
time  or  times,  to  offer  for  sale  in  the  same  man- 
ner any  other  part,  or  the  remainder  of  the  landa 
.contained  in  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
fourth  section  of  au  act  passed  the  twenty-first 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act,  enti- 
tled 'An  act  reeulating  the  grants  of  land,  and 
providinjc  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee," 
be  revived  and  continued  in  force  until  the  first 
day  of  October  next ;  and  in  any  case  where  a 
donation  shall  be  granted  in  lieu  of  a  pre-emp- 
tion certificate,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the 
said  fourth  section,  the  money,  if  any  shall  have 
been  paid,  shall  be  by  the  receiver  of  the  public 
money  repaid  to  the  person  or  persons  who  have 
paid  the  same. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  ii/urther enacted,  That  certain 
settlers  on  the  river  Mobile,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  (east  of  Pearl  river,  who  reside  near 
the  line  of  demarcation,  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain,  run  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty 
of  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  and  whose 
claims  to  land  has  not  been  decided  on  according 
to  law,)  shall  be  allowed  until  the  first  day  of 
October  next  to  file  a  notice  in  writing  with  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Office,  stating  the  nature 
•nd  extent  of  their  claims,  together  with  a  plat 
of  the  tract  or  tracts  claimed;  and  the  said  Re- 

fister  of  the  Land  Office,  and  the  Receiver  of 
'ubiic  Moneys,  are  hereby  required  to  hear  and 
determine  such  claims  according  to  the  several 
acts  of  Congress  "regulating  the  grants  of  land 
and  providing  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee," 
and  to  grant  certificates  in  the  form  heretofore 
prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  in 
said  district. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Registers  of  the  Land  Office 
east  and  west  of  Pearl  river,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  November  next,  a  full  and  fair  report 
of  all  the  claims  of  certain  persons  to  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  founded  upon  British 
or  Spanish  warrants  or  orders  of  surrey  granted 
prior  to  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Octoner,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  not  con- 
finned  by  former  laws  regulating  the  grants  of 
lands  in  said  Territory,  which  have  heretofore 
been  regularly  filed  with  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  aforesaid,  together  with  the  evidence 
in  support  of  such  claims  respectively,  and  to  be 
by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next  ensaing 


session.  And  the  land  contained  in  such  war- 
rants or  orders  of  survey  shall  not  be  disposed  of 
until  otherwise  directed  DT  law. 

Sec.  5.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  ihu 
part  of  the  lanJs  to  which  the  Indian  title  was 
extinguished  by  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw 
nation  made  on  Mount  Dexter,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  lying  on  the 
east  of  Pearl  river,  shall  be  attached  to  the  land 
district  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  that  the  retidac 
of  the  lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  was  exiin- 

f;uished  b^  said  treaty,  shall  be  attached  to  the 
and  district  west  of  Peail  river;  and  the  said 
lands  shall,  with  the  exception  of  section  nnmber 
sixteen,  which  shall  be  reserved  in  each  town- 
ship for  the  use  of  schools  within  the  same,  and 
also  with  the  exception  of  fifteen  hundred  acres 
of  land,  which  is  hereby  confirmed  to  John  He- 
Grew,  in  compliance  with  the  fourth  article  of 
said  treaty,  be  offered  for  sale  ander  tbe  saae 
regulations,  at  the  same  prices,  and  on  the  same 
terms,  as  other  lands  tying  within  the  aaid  di»- 
tricts. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  evety 
person,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  every  per- 
son, who  being  either  the  head  of  a  fanily  or 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  did  be- 
fore the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven,  actually  inhabit  and  ciuti- 
vate  a  tract  of  land  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  shall  be  allown 
until  the  first  day  of  October  next  to  obtain  per- 
mission to  remain  on  such  tract  or  tracts  of  land, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  prevent  settlemenu  being  made  ea 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  Stales  uatil  aathorixed 
by  law;"  and  the  person  or  persons  ohtaiDingsach 
peimlssioo  shall  be  entitled  to  all  tbe  benefits, 
rights,  and  privileges  granted  by  law  to  those  who 
obtained  the  same  prior  to  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  U  Jurther  enacted,  That  tbe 
right  of  the  United  States  to  two  town  lots  lying 
and  being  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  forever  vested  in  the  corporation 
of  the  said  city,  so  as  not  to  affect  the  l^al  or 
equitable  claims  of  any  Individ luds,  or  u  any 
;  body  politic  or  corporate,  if  any  such  there  be. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  wbea- 
ever  the  claims  of  persons  having  a  right  of  pre- 
emption in  either  of  the  districts  east  or  west  of 
Pearl  river,  shall  interfere  with  each  other,  tke 
Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  Moneys  are 
hereby  aathurized^  in  their  respeetiTe  distrieii^ 
so  to  regulate  their  locations  at  to  prereot  aneli 
interference. 

Approved,  March  31, 1808. 


An  Act  further  to  prolong  the  continnanee  of  As 
Mint  »t  PhiUdelpbia. 

Be  it  maUed,-fe..  That  the  act  entitled  '■Aa 
act  concerning  the  Mint,"  approved  March  the 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  i> 
hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force  and  oper- 
ation for  the  further  time  of  five  years  after  tbe 
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fourth  (lay  of  March,  one  thoanod  eight  han- 
dred  and  «)gt)t. 

ApproTed,  April  1, 1808. 


An  Act  anthoriiing  the  aak  of  Public  Amu. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  berel^,  anthorized  to 
eauae  to  be  sold  to  iDdividoal  States,  which  may 
wish  to  purchase,  aoy  arms  now  owned  by  the 
United  States,  and  which  may  be  parted  with 
witboat  injury  to  the  public.  Accounts  of  such 
sales  shall  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  the  money 
arising  therefrom  be,  and  the  same  is  hereb)^,  ap- 
propnaied,  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  to  the  purchase  or  manu- 
facture of  other  arms  Tor  tbe  use  of  the  United 
States:  Frxmided,  That  such  arms  be  not  delir- 
erad  to  any  State  or  ibeir  agents  until  the  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money  be  first  made  into 
tbe  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  in  money  or 
in  tbe  stock  of  the  United  States,  at  its  ralue,  as 
established  by  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  repeal 
so  much  of  any  act  or  acts  as  authorize  the  re- 
ceipt of  evidences  of  the  public  debt,  in  payment 
for  the  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes  relative  to  the  public  debt :"  Provided, 
aUo,  That  this  proTision  shall  not  extend  to  any 
purchase,  not  exceeding  five  thousand  stand  of 
arms,  which  shall  be  made  by  a  Slate  to  which 
the  United  States  by  existing  engagements  are 
bound  to  pay  a  sum  of  money,  equal  to  the 
amount  of  such  purchase. 

Approved,  April  2, 1808. 


An  Act  to  ruse  for  a  limited  liau  an  additional  Mili- 
tary Force. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^c.  That,  in  addition  to  the  pres- 
ent Military  Establishment  of  tbe  United  States, 
there  be  raised  fire  regiments  of  infantry,  one 
regiment  of  riflemen,  one  regiment  of  light  artil- 
lery, and  one  regiment  of  ngbt  dragoons,  to  be 
enlisted  for  tbe  term  of  five  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
said  regiments  of  infaDtry,  riflemen,  and  artillery, 
shall  consist  of  ten  companies  each,  and  the  regi- 
ment of  light  dragoons  of  eight  troops;  and  tne 
field  and  staff*  officers  of  each  regiment,  of  one 
colonel,  one  lieutenant  colonel,  one  major,  one 
adjutant,  one  quartermaster,  one  paymaster,  one 
surgeon,  one  surgeon's  mate,  one  sergeant  major, 
one  quartermaster  sergeant,  two  principal  musi- 
cians, and  for  tbe  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  one 
riding  master;  each  company  of  iniantry  and 
riflemen,  to  consbt  of  one  captain,  one  first  and 
one  second  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  two  cadets, 
four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  two  musicians,  and 
sixty-eigh  t  privates ;  each  company  of  artillery,  of 
one  captain,  one  first  and  one  second  lieutenant, 
two  cadets,  four  sergeants,  four  corporals,  two 
masiciaDs,  eight  artificers,  and  fifty-eight  matross- 
es;  and  each  troop  of  light  dragoons,  of  one  cap- 
tain, one  first  and  one  second  lieutenant,  one 
cornet,  two  cadets,  four  sergeants^  four  corporals, 
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two  masicians,  one  saddler,  one  farrier,  and  sixtf- 
four  privates. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  a  suitable  proportioa  of  the  troops  anthor- 
ized by  this  act  snail  be  raised,  there  may  be  ap* 
pointed  two  additional  brigadier  generaU,  who 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  airi-de-camp  each,  to  be 
taken  from  the  subalterns  of  tbeline;  two  brigade 
inspectors,  and  two  brigade  quartermasters;  and 
such  number  of  hospital  sui^eons,  and  surgeons' 
mates,  as  the  service  may  require,  but  not  exceed- 
ing five  surgeons  and  fifteen  mates,  with  one 
steward  and  one  wardmaster  to  each  hospital ; 
tbe  brigade  inspectors  appointed  under  this  act 
shall  be  taken  from  the  line;  and  the  brigade 
quartermasters,  the  adjutants,  regimental  quarter- 
masters, and  paymasters,  from  the  subalteriu  of 
the  line. 

Seo.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
compensation  of  tbe  officers,  cadets,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  artificers,  and  privates, 
authorized  by  thisact,  shall  be,  viz:  to  each  briga- 
dier general,  one  hundred  and  four  dollars  per 
month,  twelve  rations  per  day,  or  ao  equivalent 
in  money,  and  sixteen  dollars  per  month  for  for- 
age, when  not  furnished  by  the  public ;  each  bri- 
gade inspector,  thirty  dollars  per  month,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  pay  in  the  line;  each  brigade  quarter- 
master and  aid-de-camp,  twenty  dollars,  and  eactr 
adjutant  regimental  quartermaster  and  paymas> 
ter,  ten  dollars  per  month,  in  addition  to  tneir  par 
in  the  line ;  and  to  each,  six  dollars  per  month 
for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as  aforesaid;  each' 
hospital  surgeon,  seventy-five  dollars  per  month,, 
six  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent  in  money, 
and  twelve  dollars  per  month  for  forage,  when 
not  furnished  as  aforesaid ;  each  hospital  surgeon*s 
mate,  forty  dollars  per  month,  two  rations  per 
day,  or  an  equivalent  in  money,  and  six  dolfars 
per  month  for  forage,  when  not  furnished  as  afore- 
said; each  hospital  steward,  twenty  dollars  per 
month  and  two  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent 
in  money ;  each  wardmaster,  sixteen  dollars  per 
month,  and  two  rations  per  day,  or  an  equivalent 
in  money  ;  to  tbe  colooet  of  light  dragoons,  ninetf 
dollars  per  mooth,  six  rations  per  day,  and  forage 
for  five  horses;  to  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  light 
dragoons,  seventy-five  dollars  per  month,  five 
rations  per  day,  and  forage  forfour  horses;  to  the 
major  of  light  dragoons,  sixty  dollars  per  month, 
four  rations  per  day,  and  forage  for  four  horses; 
to  each  captain  of  light  dragoons,  fifty  dollars  per 
month,  three  rations  per  day,  and  forage  for  three 
horses;  to  each  lieutenant  of  light  dragoons,  thirty- 
three  and  one  third  dollars  per  month,  two  rations 
per  day,  and  forage  for  two  norses ;  to  each  ewnet 
of  light  dragoons,  twenty-six  and  two  third  dollars 
per  month,  two  rations  per  day,  and  forage  for 
two  horses;  to  the  riding  master,  twenty-six  and 
two  third  dollars  per  month,  two  rations  per  day, 
and  forage  for  two  horses ;  each  saddler  and  farrier, 
ten  dollars  per  month,  one  ratiou  per  day,  and  a 
suit  of  uuitorm  clothing  annually  ;  and  all  other 
officers,  cadets,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cian^ aitificers,  and  privatef,  authorized  by  tbb 
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act,  shall  receive  the  like  pay,  clothiDg.  rations, 
forage,  and  other  emoluments,  as  the  officers,  ca- 
dets, non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artifi- 
cers, and  privaies  of  the  present  Military  Estab- 
lishment: Provided,  The  officers  and  riding 
master  furnish  their  own  horses  and  accoutre- 
ments, and  actually  keep  io  service  the  aforesaid 
namber  of  horsfs  to  entitle  them  to  the  aforego- 
ing altowaoee  for  forage,  or  its  equiTalent  in 
money:  And  provided  auo,  That  the  wholeorany 

Eart  of  the  regiment  of  light  dragoons  shall  be  Ha- 
le to  serre  on  foot  as  lipht  infantry  nntil,  by  order 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  horses  and 
accoutrements  shall  be  provided  to  equip  the 
whole  or  any  part  ihereor,  as  mounted  dragoons. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
officers,  cadets,  non-commissioned  officers,  musi- 
cians, artificers,  and  privates,  raised  pursuant  to 
this  act.  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  compensation 
in  case  of  disability  by  wounds  and  otherwise, 
incurred  in  the  service,  as  the  officers,  cadets, 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  artificers, 
and  privates  in  the  present  Military  Establish- 
ment, and  witb  them  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war  which  have  been  established 
or  may  be  hereafter,  by  law,  established :  And 
that  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
Szing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  relative  to  the  widow,  child,  or 
children  of  aiiy  commissioned  officer  who  shall 
die,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  by 
reason  of  any  wound  received  in  actual  service 
of  the  United  States,  lo  courts  martial,  the  regu- 
lation and  compensation  of  reeruitingofficer.-!,  the 
age,  size,  quaiificaiions  and  bounties  of  recruits, 
arrears  of  pay,  the  bonds  and  duties  of  paymasters, 
penalties  for  desertion,  punishment  of  persons 
who  shall  procure  or  entice  any  soldier  to  det^rt, 
or  shall  purchase  from  any  soldier  his  arms,  uni- 
form, clothing,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  pun- 
ishment of  any  commanding  officer  of  any  ship 
or  vessel  who  shall  receive  on  board  of  his  ship 
or  vessel,  as  one  of  his  crew,  knowing  him  to 
have  deserted,  or  otherwise  carry  away  any  such 
■tidier,  or  shall  refuse  to  deliver  him  up  to  the 
orders  of  bis  commanding  officer^  lo  the  oath  or 
affirmation  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  officers, 
Don-cornmissioned  officers,  musicians,  anapriTates, 
to  the  allowance  for  extra  expense  to  any  com- 
^  missioned  officer  in  travelling  and  sitting  on  gen- 
*  eral  courts  martial,  to  arrests  of  Doo-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  priTates,  for  debts,  to  the 
allowance  to  soldiers  discharged  from  service, 
except  by  way  of  punishment,  in  force  and  ap- 
plied to  all  persons,  matters,  and  things,  within 
the  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  they  were  inserted  at  lai^e  in  the 
same. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 
subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  when  not 
received  in  kind,  shall  be  estimated  at  twenty 
cents  per  ration. 

Sac  7.  And  be  it  fiolhtr  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  to  each  brigade,  one  chaplain, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  pay  and  emolu- 
ments as  a  m^jor  in  the  infantry. 


Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  ia  ibe 
recess  of  the  Senate,  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  all  or  aay 
of  the  officers,  other  than  the  general  officers^  pro- 
per 10  be  appointed  under  this  act,  which  appoint- 
ments sbatl  be  submitted  to  the  Senate  at  the 
next  session,  for  their  advice  and  consent. 

Seo.  9.  And  be  it  Jitrther  enacted,  That  evoy 
commissioned  and  staff  officer,  to  be  appointed  la 
virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  or  some  one  of  the  Territories  thereof. 

Approvedi  April  12, 1808. 


An  Act  to  aalhorize  the  transportation  of  certaia  dsc- 
uments  hj  mail,  free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  members  of  Coo- 
gress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  be,  and  they  ire 
hereby,  authorized  to  transmit,  free  of  postage,  the 
Message  of  the  President  of  tlie  United  States. of 
the  twenty-second  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  and  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  thirtieth  of  March,  printed 
by  order  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  any  post  office  within  the  United  States 
and  Territories  thereof,  to  which  they  may  re- 
spectively direct ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  send,  by  the 
mail,  the  printed  copies  of  the  same  Message 
and  documents,  or  any  part  thereof  that  may  re- 
main after  Congress  shall  adjourn,  and  the  same 
shall  be  conveyed,  free  of  postage,  as  aforesaid, 
conformably  lo  the  directions  of  the  members  of 
each  House  of  Congress  respectively:  any  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstaoding. 

Approved,  April  13. 1808. 


An  Act  to  continne  in  fiirce,  fbr  a  Atrthar  time,  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  more  e0ectual  preservatkn 
of  peace  in  the  ports  and  harbors  (tf  the  United 
States,  and  in  the  waters  under  thur  jarisdictkM." 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  peace 
in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  the  waters  under  their  jurisdiction,"  passed  on 
the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  be,  and  the 
same  hereby  is,  continued  in  force  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  April  19, 1808. 


Ar.  Act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  "Ad  act  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Congreu  to  certain  actaitf  tiie  l^ates 
of  Maryland  and  OeMgia." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  the  act  which  passed 
the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  huadred,  entitled  "An  act  declar- 
ing the  assent  of  Congms  to  certain  acts  <k  the 
States  of  Mar^f  land  and  Qeor^a,"  be.and  the  same 
is  hereby,  revived  and  contmued  in  force  luttl 
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ifae  third  day  or  March,  one  thousand  eight  huo- 
(Ired  and  fourteen. 
Approred,  April  20, 1808. 


An  Act  concerning  Public  Contracts. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  aci,  no  member  of  Congress  shall,  di- 
KCtlj  or  indirectly,  himself,  or  by  any  other  per- 
MD  whatsoever,  in  trust  for  him,  or  for  bi&  use  or 
beoefit,  or  on  his  account,  undertake,  execute, 
hold  or  enjoy,  in  the  whole  or  in  par^  any  con- 
tract or  agreement  hereafter  to  be  made  or  entered 
into  with  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  iQ  their 
behalf,  or  with  any  person  authorized  to  make 
contracts  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates ;  and 
if  any  member  oi  Congress  shall,  directly  or  in- 
directly, himself,  or  by  any  other  person  whatso- 
ever, in  trust  for  bim,  or  for  his  use  or  benefit,  or 
on  his  account,  enter  into,  accept  of,  agree  for, 
undertake,  or  execute  any  such  contract  or  agree- 
ment, in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  every  member  so 
offending,  shalL  for  every  such  offence,  upon  con- 
viction thereof  before  any  court  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  Territories  thereof,  having  cog- 
nizance of  such  offence,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a 
high  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  three  thou- 
sand dollars ;  and  every  such  contract  or  agree- 
ment, as  aforesaid,  shall  moreover  be  absolutely 
void  and  of  no  effect:  Provided,  nevertheleBS, 
That  in  all  cases  where  any  sum  or  sums  of  money 
shall  have  been  advanced  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  consideration  of  any  such  contract 
or  agreement,  the  same  shall  he  forthwith  repaid ; 
and  m  case  of  refusal  or  delay  to  repay  the  same, 
when  demanded,  by  the  proper  officer  of  the  de- 
partment under  whose  authority  such  contract  or 
agreement  shall  have  been  made  or  entered  into, 
every  person  so  refusing  or  delaying,  together 
with  his  surety  or  sureties,  shall  be  forthwith  pro- 
secuted at  law  for  the  recovery  of  any  such  sum 
or  sums  of  money  advanced  as  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no- 
thing herein  contained  shall  extend  or  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  contract  or  agreement, 
made  or  euterrd  into,  or  accepted,  by  any  incor- 
porated company,  where  such  contract  or  agree- 
ment shall  be  made  for  the  general  benefit  of  sneh 
incorporation  or  company ;  nor  to  the  purchase 
or  sale  of  bills  of  exchange  or  other  property  by 
any  member  of  Congress,  where  the  same  shall 
be  ready  for  delivery,  and  for  which  payment  shall 
be  made  at  the  time  of  making  or  entering  into 
the  contract  or  agreement 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  iu 
every  such  contract  or  agreement  to  be  made  or 
entered  into,  or  accepted  as  aforesaid,  there  shall 
be  inserted  an  express  condition  that  no  member 
of  Congress  shall  be  admitted  to  any  share  or  part 
of  such  contract  or  agreement,  or  to  any  benefit 
to  arise  thereupon. 

Sec.  4.  Ana  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any 
officer  of  the  United  States,  on  behalf  of  the  Uni- 
ted Suites,  shall  directly  or  indirectly  make  or 
eater  into  any  contract,  bargain,  or  agreement, 
in  writing  or  otherwise,  other  than  such  as  are 


herein  excepted,  with  any  member  of  Congress, 
.such  officer  so  offending,  on  conviction  thereof 
before  any  court  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  guilty  of  a  high  mis- 
demeanor, and  be  fined  in  a  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand dollar!). 

Sec.  5.  Ami  he  it  farther  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary 
of  War,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Postmas- 
ter General,  annually,  to  lay  before  Congress  a 
statement  of  all  the  contracts  which  have  been 
made  in  their  respective  Departments,  during  the 
year  preceding  such  report,  exhibiting  in  such 
statement  the  name  of  the  contractor,  the  article 
or  thing  contracted  for,  the  place  where  the  arti- 
cle was  to  be  delivered,  or  the  thing  performed, 
the  sum  to  be  paid  for  its  performance  or  delivery, 
the  date  and  duration  of  the  contract. 

Approved,  April  2t,  1808. 

An  Act  for  the  establishment  of  a  Turnpike  Company 
in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  <f  c,  That  Jonah  Thomp.son,  Tho- 
mas Swann,  Charles  Alexander,  Edmund  I.  Lee, 
Jacob  Hoffman,  Cnthbert  Powell,  and  John  Man- 
deville,  or  a  majority  of  them,  be.  and  they  are 
hereby,  constituted  a  Board  ol  Commissioners, 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  open,  or  cause 
to  be  opened,  books  for  receiving  and  entering 
subscriptions  for  raising  a  capital  stock,  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  thousand  dollars  each,  for  the  pnr> 
pose  ol  opening,  gravelling,  and  improving  a  road, 
not  exceeding  one  hundred,  nor  le.<;s  than  thirty 
feet  wide,  between  the  town  of  Alexandria  and 
BriJgepoinr,  on  Alexander's  island, opposite  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  of  erecting  a  bridge  over 
Four  Mile  creek,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria; 
and  of  making  such  other  incidental  works,  and 
defraying  such  other  incidental  expenses  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  or  expedient  by  the  company 
hereinafter  named;  the  time,  place,  and  manner 
of  receiving  and  entering  such  subscriptions  to 
be  ascertained  by  the  said  Board  of  Commission- 
ers, and  duly  advertised  in  such  «izettes  as  they 
may  deem  expedient:  Provided,  That  the  time  to 
be  fixed  upon  by  the  said  Board  of  Commission- 
ers for  opening  books  for  receiving  the  said  sub- 
scriptions shall  be  on  or  before  the  first  Monday 
in  April  next;  and  that  no  subscription  shall  be 
received,  unless  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  be  first  paid 
into  the  bands  of  the  person  authorized  to  receive 
the  same,  on  each  share  subscribed  for. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever two  hundred  of  the  said  shares  shall  be  sub- 
scribed for,  all  persons  who  then  may,  or  there- 
after may  become  the  actual  holders  or  propri- 
etors of  shares  in  the  said  capital  stock,  either 
as  subscribers  for  the  same  or  as  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives, successors,  or  assignees  of  such  sue- 
scriben^  ^atl  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  made 
and  created  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the 
name  and  style  of  "The  Washington  and  Alex- 
andria Turnpike  CompaDy,**  and  hy  that  name 
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may  sue  aad  be  sued,  implead  and  be  implead- 
ed, and  do  and  suffer  all  acts,  mailers,  and  things 
which  a  body  politic  and  corporate  may  law- 
fully do  and  suffer;  and  may  have  a  common 
seal,  and  the  same  may  break  and  alter  at  pleasure 
and  may  make  all  by-laws,  rules,  regulations,  and 
ordinances,  fur  the  good  government  and  well- 
being  of  the  said  company,  and  for  carrying  ioto 
effect  tbe  objects  of  their  jDstitution,so'  that  sucb 
by-laws,  rales,  reffulatioDs,  or  ordinances  be  not 
repuciiant  to  the  lavs  of  tbe  United  Slates  in  force 
within  tbe  said  county  of  Alexandria. 

8bo.  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  when 
two  hundred  of  the  said  shares  shall  be  subscrib- 
ed for  as  aforesaid,  or  as  soon  after  as  may  be,  the 
said  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  call  a  meeting 
of  the  company,  at  the  towo  of  Alexandria,  by 
public  advertisement  in  one  or  more  gazettes  pub- 
lished in  Washington  and  Alexandria,  appoiniiog 
a  fit  and  convenient  time  and  place  of  meeting 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  five  directors,  a  clerk, 
and  a  treasurer,  and  such  other  officers,  agents, 
and  servants,  as  the  said  company  may  think  fit 
to  appoint,  and  for  transacting  any  other  business 
in  pursuance  of  this  act,  and  appertaining  to  the 
nature  and  objecis  of  the  institution  of  the  said 
company ;  and  the  said  Board  of  Commi»ioners 
shall,  if  necessary,  adjourn  the  said  meeting  from 
time  to  time,  until  a  quorum  shall  be  formed ; 
and  a  majority  of  tbe  said  company,  or  the  pro- 
prietors of  two-thirds  of  tbe  numner  of  shares 
actually  subscribed  for,  their  legal  represeutativeff, 
successors,  or  proxies,  shall  be  a  quorum  to  do 
business}  and  tne  said  Board  of  Cunimissioners, 
before  opening  tbe  said  subscription  books,  shall 
ascertain,  and  publish  in  their  said  advertisement, 
a  fit  and  convenient  mode  of  authenticaiing  all 
powers  of  attorney,  authorizing  subscriptions  to 
be  made  in  the  name  of  any  person  or  persons  ; 
and,  before  calling  a  meeting  of  the  !=aid  compa- 
ny, shall  ascertain,  and  publish  in  their  advertise- 
ment,a  fit  and  convenient  mode  of  autheniicatiiig 
all  instruments  of  writing,  authorizing  any  per- 
son or  persons  to  act  and  vote  at  such  meeting  as 
the  proxy  or  proxies  of  any-  member  of  the  said 
company  ;  all  which  powers  of  attorney  and  in- 
struments of  writing  shall  be  filed  with  the  clerk 
«f  the  said  company,  and  by  him  be  safely  kept 
among  the  records  and  documents  appertaining 
to  his  office;  and  as  soon  as  a  quorum  of  the  said 
company  and  a  board  of  direciorsshall  be  formed  as 
aforesaid,  all  the  powers,  authority,  and  duties 
wbatsoeTer,bytbis  act  rested  in  (he  said  Board  of 
Commissioners,  shall  cease  and  determine,  and 
thenceforward  become  vested  in  the  directors,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  said  company,  under  such 
limitations  and  restrictions  as  the  said  company 
may  think  fit  to  prescribe.   And  the  said  Board 
of  Commissioners  shall  account  to  ihe  said  com- 
pany, at  the  first  meeting  of  the  same,  for  alt  mo- 
neys received  by  them  or  (heir  agents,  on  account 
of  such  subscriptions,  and  shall  immediately  pay 
orer  the  same  to  tbe  treasurer  of  the  said  compa- 
ny, or  to  such  other  person  or  persons  as  tbe  said 
company  may  direct  and  appomt;  the  said  com- 
pany nerertheless,  to  allow  all  just  credits  for 


moneys  actually  and  necessarily  expended  by  the 
said  Boaid  of  Commissioners  in  the  exeeotion  of 
their  said  trust  and  duties. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  annually  holden,  on  the  first  Monday  in 
January,  a  meeting  of  the  said  company,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  five  directors,  a  clerK,  and  a 
treasurer;  and  the  said  company  shall  have  power, 
at  any  meeting  legally  called  and  constituted,  in 
parsoance  of  this  act,  to  displace  any  of  their  di* 
rectors  or  offieen,  and  to  supply,  by  a  new  Sec- 
tion or  appointment,  all  Taeaocies  that  may  bap- 
pen  amonc  the  directors  or  carers  of  the  com- 
pany; and  the  said  company  shall  have  power  to 
prescribe  and  r^ulate  the  powers  and  duties  of 
tbe  said  directors,  and  of  all  other  officers  of  the 
company ;  and  a  majority  of  the  said  directors 
may,  from  time  to  time,  elect  one  of  their  body 
as  president,  and  may  provisionally  supply,  by 
their  own  election,  any  vacancies  that  may  bap- 
pen  among  the  number  of  directors,  or  among  any 
of  the  officers  of  the  company;  and  the  persons 
so  elected  by  the  said  directors  may  continue  in 
office  till  (he  next  legal  meeting  of  the  company; 
and  the  directors  of  the  said  company  (o  be  elect- 
ed in  pursuance  of  this  act  shall,  unless  sooner 
diB|}laeed  by  the  said  company,  continue  in  office 
until  the  first  Monday  in  January  next  succeed- 
iog  their  election,  and  from  that  time  until  a  new 
election  shall  be  made  by  the  said  company. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  a  meet- 
ing of  tbe  said  company  may  at  any  time  beca^ 
ed  by  a  majority  of  tbe  directors  of  the  company, 
for  tne  time  being,  or  by  one-third  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  said  company.or  by  the  proprietors  of 
one-third  of  (he  shares  actually  subscribed  for,  or 
the  legal  represen(a(ive8  or  successors  of  such 
members  or  proprietors:  Provided. however,  That 
no  meeting  of  the  said  company  shall  be  legal  or 
valid,  unless  a  quorum  shall  be  formed,  consist- 
iog  of  the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  said 
company,  or  of  the  proprietors  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  number  of  shares  actually  subscrib- 
ed for,  their  legal  represeniatives,  successors,  or 
proxies,  nor  unless  the  place  (beine  within  the 
town  of  Alexandria)  and  the  time  of  sach  meei- 
ing  be  nreriouaty  advertised  for  three  weeks,  suc- 
cessively, in  one  or  more  gazettes  in  the  City  of 
Washington  and  Alexandria. 

Sec.  6.  At^  be  it  further  enacted.  That  erery 
director,  clerk,  and  treasurer,  before  be  acu  as 
such,  bhalltake  an  oath  or  affirmation  for  the  doe 
execution  of  his  office. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enatUed,  That  the 
said  shares  shall  be  negotiable  and  (ransferable 
from  one  to  another,  by  assignments  in  writing, 
executed  before  two  witnesses,  at  the  least,  and 
authenticated  and  registered,  as  the  saideompany 
may  prescribe  and  direct  in  their  by-laws  ana 
regulations. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
amount  of  each  share  shall  be  paid  by  instalments 
of  ten  dollars,  at  such  (imes  as  the  said  directory 
for  the  time  being,  tball  appoint;  and  in  case 
any  instalment  or  instalments  shall  not  be  paid 
at  ibe  time  appointed,  or  within  ten  daya  there 
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after,  the  same  may  be  recovered  in  the  name  of 
the  company,  by  warrant  from  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  if  the  amount  due  shall  not  exceed  twenty 
dollars;  and  if  the  sum  so  due  shall  exceed  twenty 
dollars,  the  same  may  be  recorered  by  motion,  in 
the  name  of  the  said  company,  on  ten  days'  ootice, 
io  any  court  of  record  in  the  county  or  district 
where  the  debtor  may  be  found ;  and  in  all  such 
warrants  and  motions  tbe  certificate  of  the  clerk 
of  the  aaid  company  shall  be  conclasire  eridence 
of  the  defendant's  being  a  member  of  the  eom- 
pany,  and  yrima fade  evidence  of  tbe  amoant 
due  on  the  shares  held  byauch  defendant;  and  if 
iQcb  instalment  or  instalments  be  not  paid  within 
sixty  days  after  the  time  limited  for  the  payment 
of  the  same,  and  advertised  for  four  weeks  suc- 
cessively in  one  or  more  gazettes  published  in 
Wauhington  or  Alexandria,  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  said  company  may  proceed  to 
forfeit,  for  the  use  of  the  company,  the  share  or 
shares  of  the  nerson  or  persons  so  failing  to  pay. 

Sec.  0.  Ana  whereas,  certain  individuals  bare 
already  subscribed  and  paid  sundry  small  sums 
of  money,  which  hare  been  appropriated  to  the 
purpose  of  opening  and  partially  improving  the 
said  road  from  Alexandria  to  Washington:  Be  it 
further  enacted  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  said  Board  of  Commissioners  to  place  tbe 
said  payments  to  the  credit  of  those  individuals, 
who  ha.ve  respectively  paid  the  same,  and  who 
are  desirous  of  purchasing  stock  in  tbe  said  com- 
pany, by  allowing  them  the  full  amount  of  tbe 
money  they  have  respectively  advanced,  in  tbe 
purchase  of  a  share  or  shares  io  tbe  said  company. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
said  company  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
and  empowered  to  open,  extend,  gravel,  and  im- 
prove, in  the  turnpike  manner,  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient road,  commencing  at  the  intersection  of 
Washington  and  Montgomery  streets,  in  the  said 
town  of  Alexandria,  thence  extending  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  northeastern  corner  of  the  alms-bouse 
lot,  and  thence,  by  tbe  most  eligible  and  con- 
venient route,  to  Bridge  point,  on  Alexander's 
island;  and  also  to  erect  and  build,  or  cause  to 
be  erected  and  built  over  Four  Mile  creek  a  good 
and  sufficient  bridge,  of  sound  and  suitable  mate- 
rials, and  in  all  respects  adequate  for  the  passage 
■of  travellers,  horses,  and  carriagef^  with  a  secure 
ratliDg  on  each  side,  at  least  four  feet  high,  and  a 
convenient  way  for  foot  passengers,  on  one  side, 
which  shall  be  separated  from  the  carriage  way, 
by  a  good  and  sufficient  railing,  at  least  four  feet 
high. 

Sec.  11,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  president  and  di- 
rectors, or  the  majority  of  them,  to  agree  with 
the  owners  of  any  land,  through  which  tbe  said 
road  is  intended  to  pass,  for  the  purchase  thereof; 
and  in  case  of  disagreement,  or  in  case  the  owner 
thereof  shall  be  a  feme  covert,  under  age,  non 
eompos,  or  out  of  tbe  district,  on  application  to 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  cireait  court,  the  said 
judge  shall  issue  a  warrant  directed  to  the  mar- 
shafof  the  district,  to  summon  a  jury  of  twenty- 
ibut  inhabitants  of  Alexandria  eonntyt  of  pro- 


perty and  reputation,  not  related  to  the  parties, 
nor  in  any  manner  interested,  to  meet  on  the 
land  to  be  valued,  at  a  day  to  be  expressed  in  the 
warrant,  not  less  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty 
days  thereafter;  and  the  marshal,  upon  receiving 
the  said  warrant,  shall  forthwith  summon  the 
said  jury,  and  when  met,  provided  there  be  not 
less  than  twelve,  shall  administer  an  oath  or  af- 
fimatioQ  to  every  juryman  that  shall  appear, 
"That  he  will  faithfully,  justly,  and  impartially 
value  the  land,  not  exceeding  the  width  of  one 
hundred  feel,  and  all  damages  the  owner  thereof 
shall  sustain  by  opening  the  road  through  such 
land,  according  to  the  best  of  bis  skill  and  judg- 
ment." And  the  inquisition  thereupon  taken 
shall  be  signed  by  the  marshal  and  by  the  jury- 
men present,  and  returned  by  the  marshal  to  tbe 
clerk  of  the  county,  to  be  by  nim  recorded.  And 
upon  every  such  valuation,  the  jury  is  hereby 
directed  to  describe  and  ascertain  the  bounds  of 
tbe  land  by  them  valued;  and  their  valuation 
shall  be  conclusive  on  at]  persons,  and  shall  be 
paid  by  the  said  president  and  directors  to  the 
owner  of  the  land,  or  his  legal  representative;  and 
on  payment  thereof  said  land  shall  become  an 
open  public  road  forever. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  as 
soon  as  the  said  road  shall  be  opened  and  im- 
proved, and  the  said  bridge  shall  be  erected  and 
built,  as  required  br  this  act,  the  said  company 
shall  be  entitled  to  aemand  and  receive  by  their 

E roper  agents,  servants,  or  officers,  at  the  said 
ridge,  lolls,  not  exceeding  the  following  rates,  to 
be  regulated  from  time  to  time  by  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  io  and  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  in  the  county  of  Alexandria,  under 
tbe  direction  of  Congress:  for  each  person  and 
horse,  six  cents  and  a  quarter;  for  each  chaise, 
sulky,  or  riding  chair,  twelve  and  a  half  cents ; 
for  each  coach,  coachee,  stage  wagon,  chariot, 
phaeton,  or  curricle,  or  other  riding  carriage, 
twenty  five  cents,  and  the  further  sum  of  four 
cents  for  each  horse,  more  than  two,  by  which 
snch  coach,  coachee,  chariot,  phaeton,  or  curricle, 
shall  be  drawn;  for  each  sled  or  sleigh,  twelve 
and  a  half  cents,  and  the  further  sum  of  four 
cents  for  each  horse  or  other  beast,  more  than 
two,  by  which  such  sled  or  sleigh  shall  be  drawn ; 
for  each  four-wheeled  wagon,  cart,  or  other  four 
wheeled  carriage  of  burden,  twenty  five  cents, 
and  the  further  sum  of  four  cents  for  each  horse 
or  other  beast,  more  than  two,  by  which  the  same 
shall  be  drawn  ;  for  each  two- wheeled  cart,  dray, 
or  other  two  wheeled  carriage  of  burden,  twelve 
and  a  half  cents,  and  the  furtlier  sum  of  four  cents 
for  each  horse  or  other  beast,  more  than  one,  by 
which  the  same  shall  be  drawn  ;  for  each  sheep 
or  swine,  one  cent;  for  horses  and  neat  cattle, 
other  than  those  in  teams,  drawing  sleds,  sleighs, 
or  carriages,  or  those  with  riders,  two  cents  each. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  company  to 
keep  posted  up  in  some  conspicuous  place,  at  the 
said  bridge,  where  the  toll  is  collected,  a  printed 
list  of  the  rates  of  toll  allowed  by  this  act,  and 
for  every  day  the  same  shall  be  neglected,  they 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  dollar,  to  Be  rceoveted 
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by  warrant,  by  aojr  persoD  who  »hatl  sue  for  tbe 
same. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it Jurtker  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  daty  of  the  said  corporaiina  to  keep  the 
nid  road  and  bridge  id  good  repair;  and  if,  io 
neglect  of  iheir  said  duty,  tbe  said  corporation 
shall  at  any  time  suffer  the  said  road  or  bridge  to 
be  out  of  repair,  BO  as  to  be  unsafe  or  inconve- 
Dieot  for  passengers,  the  said  corporation  shall  be 
liable  to  be  presented  for  such  neglect,  before  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and,  upon  convic- 
tion thereof,  to  pay  to  the  United  Statesa  penalty 
not  eiceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court ;  and  ehaW  also  be  responsible  for 
alt  damage?,  which  may  be  sustained  oy  any  per- 
son or  persons,  in  consequence  of  buch  want  of 
repair,  to  be  recovered  in  an  action  of  trespass  on 
the  case,  in  any  court  competent  to  try  the  snme: 
Provided  always,  arid  it  is  further  enacted,  That 
wbenerer  the  net  proceeds  of  toll  collected  on 
said  Toad  shall  amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  re- 
imburse the  capital  ittock,  which  shall  be  expended 
in  tbe  purchase  of  said  land,  building  said  bridge, 
and  making  said  road,  and  twelve  per  cent,  in- 
terest thereon,  to  be  ascertained  by  said  circuit 
court,  the  same  shall  become  a  free  road,  and  toll 
shall  be  no  longer  collected  thereon ;  and  said 
company  shall  annually  make  returns  to  said  cir- 
cuit  court,  of  the  amount  of  toll  collected,  and  of 
their  necessary  expenses,  so  as  to  enable  said  cir- 
cuit court  to  determine  when  said  toll  sball  cease. 

Approved,  April  21. 180S. 

An  Act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
extend  juriBdiction  in  certain  cases  to  State  Judgfes 
Bud  State  Courts,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Be  U  enacted,  il-c.,  That  tbe  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to  State 
judges  and  State  courts."  passed  the  eighth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  continued  in  force 
without  limitation  of  time. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
several  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain 
cases  to  State  judges  and  State  courts,"  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  respective 
county  courts  within,  or  next  adjoining  the  rev- 
enue districts  in  tbe  State  of  Ohio  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  Slates 
for  the  district  of  Ohio. 
Approred,  April  21, 1808. 


An  Act  to  authorize  tbe  President  of  the  United  States, 
noder  certain  conditions,  to  suspend  the  operation 
oi  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  ves* 
ads  in  the  porta  and  haitmra  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  several  acts  sup^ementary  thereto. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  in  the  event  of  such 
peace  or  suspension  of  hostilities  between  tbe  bel- 
ligerent Powers  of  Europe,  or  of  such  changes  in 
their  measures  affecting  neutral  commerce,  as 
may  render  that  of  the  United  States  sufficiently 
safe,  in  tbe  judgment  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
.<d  Sutes,  he  is  hereby  authorized,  during  the 


of  Omgivw. 


recess  of  Congress,  to  suspend,  in  whole  or  ia 
part,  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
Siates,and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto, 
under  such  exceptions  and  restrictions,  and  on 
such  bond  and  security  being  given  as  the  pubtie 
interest  and  circumstances  of  the  ease  may  ap- 
pear to  require :  Provide  such  suspenaion  shaH 
not  extend  beyond  twenty  days  after  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress. 
Approred,  April  22, 1808. 


An  Act  to  alter  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  tt 
Congress. 

Be  it  ewu^ed,  ^  That,  after  the  adjoaroment 
of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of  Cw- 
gress  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  of  Norember 

next. 

Approved,  April  22, 1808. 


An  Act  making  provision  for  arming  and  equipping  (be 
vrholo  body  of  the  MiliUa  of  the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  annual  sum  of 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding arms  and  military  equipments  for  the 
whole  body  of  tbe  militia  of  tbe  United  States, 
either  by  purchase  or  manufacture,  by  and  on  ac- 
count  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbe 
President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  hereby 
is,  authorized  to  purchase  sites  for,  and  erect sodi 
additional  arsenals  and  manufactories  of  arms, 
as  be  may  deem  expedient,  under  the  limitations 
and  restrictions  now  provided  by  law :  Provided 
also,  That  so  much  of  any  law  as  restricts  tbe 
number  of  workmen  in  the  armories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  one  hundred  men,  be,  and  the  suke 
hereby  is,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
arms  procured  in  virtue  of  this  act  iihall  be  traii»- 
mitleu  to  the  several  States  composing  this  Union, 
and  Territories  thereof,  to  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory respectively,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
tbe  effective  raiUtia  lo  each  State  and  Territory, 
and  by  each  State  and  Territory  to  be  distributed 
to  the  militia  in  soch  Slate  and  Territory,  und« 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  by  law  pc^ 
scribed  by  the  Legislainre  of  each  State  and  Ter- 
ritory. 

Approved,  April  23, 1808. 


An  Act  to  establish  certain  post  roads  in  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  tbe  following  post 
roads  be  established^  viz:  From  Darien,  by  John 
Jones's  toMilledgeviUe,  and  from  thence  to  Athea^ 
from  Sparta  to  Milledgeville,  and  from  thence  by 
Jones's  Court-house  to  the  Garrison  on  Ockmiif- 
gee ;  from  Milledgeville  to  Putnam  Court-hottsc^ 
and  from  thence  to  Morgan  Court-house,  and  to 
Randolph  Court-house;  from  New  Lisbon  to 
Canton,  in  Ohio. 

Approved,  April  23, 1808. 
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An  Act  making  an  appropriation  to  nipidy  a  defideney 
in  on  appropriatba  for  the  Bopport  of  GovenimeDt 
during  the  present  year,  and  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  deiirajing  the  expenMs  incident  to  the  valu- 
ation of  houses  and  lands,  and  the  enumeratioa  of 
■lavea  within  the  United  Statei. 

Be  it  aiacted,  ^c,  That  to  make  good  a  defi- 
eiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the  contia^ent 
expenses  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  authorized 
by  tbe  act  of  the  tenth  of  February  last,  the  fur- 
ther sQiD  of  sereD  thousand  dollars  be,  and  tbe 
lanie  hereby  is,  appropriated. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  sum 
Dot  exceeding  Are  thousand  four  hundred  and 
one  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents,  the  balance 
of  a  former  appropriation  to  that  amount,  for  that 
object,  having  been  carried  to  the  credit  of  the 
surplus  fund,  lo  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury,  not  olherwiae  appropriated,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  defraying  tbe 
further  expenses  inciuent  to  tbe  valuation  of 
houses  and  lands,  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves 
within  the  United  States. 

Approved,  April  23, 1808. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Penuoners. 

Beit  enacted,  <fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be,  and  he  is  bereby.directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons,  whose  claims  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  pursuant  to  a  law  passed  the 
tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
six,  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid  pensioners  of 
the  Uoited  States,  according  to  the  rates,  aud  to 
commence  at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is 
to  say: 

Thomas  Lamar  Davis,  at  the  rate  of  two  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents  per  mouth,  to  commence  on 
the  twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Albert  Chapman,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  10  commence  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Ambrose  Homan,  at  tbe  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  tbe  fif- 
teenth day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six. 

Richard  Scott,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven. 

Francis  Blood,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  De- 
cember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Jonas  Green,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  Octo- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

William  Green,  at  the  rate  of  eicht  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Seth  Weed,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  tbe  seventh  day  of  Ocioher,one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Samuel  Lathrop,  at  tbe  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second 


day  of  September,  one'  thousand  eight  hundred 

and  seven. 

Peter  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

William  Johnson,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  ^r  month,  to  commence  on  the 
first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred 
and  seven. 

James  Houston,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Jedediah  Hyde,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  Angust, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Samuel  Nesbit,  at  the  rale  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighteenth  day  of 
October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  md  seven. 

Shepherd  Packard,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  day  of 
February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  andseven. 

Richaril  Kisby,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hnndred  and  seven. 

Jonathan  Wilkina,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  ou  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  Marco,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven. 

Waterman  Baldwin,  at  tbe  rate  of  five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven. 

JohnCiark,at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

John  Venus,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seven.  • 

John  Holeombe,  at  the  rale  of  fifteen  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Decern* 
ber,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Richard  Steads,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month, to  commence  on  the  ninth  dayof  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Alexander  Jones,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nineteenth  day  of  June,,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

Benjamin  Saddler,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

Benjamin  Jenkins,. at  tbe  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
sixteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven. 

William  Scott,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
March,  one  tboamod  eight  hnndred  and  seven. 

James  Brufi*,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
month, to  commence  on  the  seventeenth  day  of 
August, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Nathan  Taylor,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  tbe  nineteenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eisht. 

Aaron  Stevens,  at  che  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
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month,  to  commence  oa  fbe  tweot^-fourth  day  of 
February,  one  ihouijand  eight  hundred  asd  eight. 

SimoQ  Morgan,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dollars  per 
cnonth,  to  commeDce  on  the  second  day  of  March, 
•one  thousaod  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Jonathan  Patch,  at  tbe  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
■month,  to  commence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July, 
•one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six. 

Ebenezer  Rove,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
•moDthjto  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Benjamin  Eendrick,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
•thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  tocom- 
'ineuce  on  (he  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
-seven  hundred  and  eighty-six. 

Nicholas  Hofi!  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
taontb,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  day  of 
February,  one  tliousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 

Samuel  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth  da^  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Nicholas  Lett,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  oa  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
ind  eight. 

Humphrey  Becket,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  finy  cents  per  month,  to  commence  oo  the 
eighth  aay  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred aod  eight. 

Silas  Parrot,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Jared  Hinkley,  junior,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifiy  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
Dioetecnth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Francis  Davidson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 

Jer  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of 
anuary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 
Andrew  Waggoner,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month,  to  commence  on  the  second  day  of 
Norember^ne  thousand  eight  hundred  and  Mven. 

George  Richardson,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

William  Wallace,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars 
.per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Joseph  Bird,  at  th^  rate  of  four  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  St.  John, at  the  rale  of  five  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Abner  Snow,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  January.one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight. 

Aaron  Crane,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence''  on  the  third  day 
of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seren. 

James  Hawkley,  at  the  rate  of  fire  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Elijah  Morse,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 


month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and.eigbt. 

John- Van  Anglen,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

James  Boden,  at  the  rale  of  two  dollars  and  fiAy 
ceots  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twcuy- 
eighth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  faimdred 
and  eight. 

Isaac  Burnbam,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollan  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Jannwy, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three. 

Benjamin  Hiflman,at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Silas  Pierce,  at  the  rate  of  (en  dollars  per  mouthy 
to  commence  on  the  seventh  day  of  Harcb,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Randal  McAllistor,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Durnal,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  seventh  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Jabez  Cbnrch,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollan  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commeoce  on  the  twenty- 
second  da)^  of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

Thomas  Machen,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  pes 
month,  to  commence  on  the  nineteenth  day  of 
Marehj  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Da  vid  Richer,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  second  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  ii  further  euacted,  That  the  pen- 
sions of  tbe  following  persons,  already  placed  on 
the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  whose  claims 
for  an  increase  of  pension  have  been  traasmitted 
to  Congress,  pursuant  io  the  act  aforesaid,  be  in- 
creased to  the  sums  herein  respectively  annexed 
to  their  names;  the  said  increase  to  commence  at 
the  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 

James  Campbell,  four  dollars  per  month,  to  eom- 
mence  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren. 

John  Beardsley,  junior,  five  dollars  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Noremba, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

ThomaR  Bristol,  four  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-second, day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren. 

Josiah  Smith,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eijrht  hundred  and  seren. 

Joseph  Ware,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  (wenty-ninth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Daniel  Buck,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  seventeenth  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren. 

Lemuel  King,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-third  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eieht  hundred  and  seven. 

William  Wallace,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  tbe  serenteenth  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  aerai. 
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Joseph  Ssuaders.  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  seventh  dajr  of  February,  one  thou- 
•aml  eight  hundred  and  seren. 

William  Hastings,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
eommence  on  the  eleventh  day  of  Febraary,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Joshua  Lorejoy,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  fifth  ilay  of  Jane,  one  tbonsand  eight 
hundred  and  seven. 

Isaac  Higgtns,  three  doilers  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  cents  per  month,  to  eommenee  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  September,  one  thouannd  eight  hun- 
dred and  seven. 

Reuben  Dow,  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nineteenth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  handred  and  seven. 

Joseph  Harrup,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nfteenih  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

David  Ranney,five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  fifth  day  of  November,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven. 

John  Whttehorn,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Richard  Sherman,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  October,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  i«ven. 

Noah  Sinclair,  three  dollars  and  seventy-fire 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day 
of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Nathaniel  Church,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  October,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Qershom' Clarke,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  first  dajr  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  McEinstry,  twelve  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren. 

Ebenezer  Perkins,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  fifteenth  of  September,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seren. 

Henry  Ten  Eyck,  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Thomas  Simpson,  thirteen  dollars  thirty-three 
and  one-third  cents,  to  commence  on  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six. 

John  Rybecker,  four  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  eighteenth  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Lemuel  Dean,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  com* 
mence  on  the  eighth  day  of  October,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  seven. 

Thomas  Johnson,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  seven, 

Levi  Chuhback,  three  dollars  and  serent]r>fire 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
■even. 

Ckorge  Walter,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  eommenee  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
Vebrnary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  a&d  eight. 


Samuel  Rossetter,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Jeremiah  PricharJ,  thirteen  dollars  thirty-three 
and  one  third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  sixth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eight. 

Abner  Crage,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to  eom- 
mence on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Devon,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  eom- 
mence on  the  thirtieth  dajr  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Nathaniel  Bradley,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twenty-stxtb  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Thaddeus  Seely,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Herron,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
Januarj'  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Peter  Nevius,  four  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  seventeenth  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  Hampton,  six  dollars  per  month,  to  eom- 
menee on  the  seventeenth  daj  of  February,  one 
thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  eight. 

Roasnell  Woodworth,  fire  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight. 

David  Hulhell,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight. 

John  McEoy,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  eom- 
mence on  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Caleb  Hunt,  fire  dotlarsper  month,  to  com- 
;  mence  on  the  fifth  day  of  March,  me  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Henry  Gates,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  ninth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight. 

David  Hall,  five  dollars  per  month  to  com- 
mence on  the  twelfth  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eight. 

Jonah  Cook,  fiv«  dollars  per  month,  to  eom- 
mence on  the  fourth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eiffht  hundred  and  eight. 

William  Nelson,  to  fire  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  huocfred  and  eight. 

Sec,  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authori- 
zed and  directed  to  place  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  Slates,  all  persons  who  now  remain 
on  the  pension  list  of  any  of  the  Slates,  and  who 
were  placed  on  the  same  in  consequence  of  disa- 
bility occasioned  by  known  wounds  received  du- 
ring the  Revolutionary  war,  whether  such  person 
or  persons  serred  in  the  land  or  sea  service  of  the 
forces  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any^  particular 
State,  in  the  regular  corps,  or  the  mtlitia,  or  as 
volunteers:  Provided,  That  in  no  case  the  pen- 
sions allowed  to  such  person  or  persons,  shall  ex- 
ceed the  sums  specified  by  the  sixth  section  of  an 
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act,  fflititled  "Ad  act  to  provide  for  persons  who 
were  disabled  by  knova  wounds  received  in  the 
Rerolutionary  war,"  passed  the  tenth  day  of 
April,  one  tboasand  eight  hundred  and  six:  And 
provided,  That  in  every  case  where  application 
shall  be  made  to  have  such  per5on  or  persons  pla- 
ced on  the  pension  list  qf  the  United  Slates,  un- 
der this  law,  satisfactory  documents,  from  the 
proper  officers-of  the  State,  shall  be  adduced  to 
establish  the  fact  of  such  person  or  persons  hav- 
ing been  placed  on  the  State  pension  list  in  coo- 
sequence  of  disability  occasioned  by  known 
wounds  received  during  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
officer,  Don-com missioned  officer,  musician,  or 
private,  who  has  been  wounded,  or  disabled  since 
the  Revolutioaarv  war,  while  in  the  line  of  his 
duty,  in  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States, 
whether  be  belong  to  the  Military  Establishment, 
or  the  militia,  or  any  volunteer  corp^  called  into 
service,  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
may  be  placed  on  the  pension  list  of  the  United 
States,  at  such  rates  of  compensation,  and  nnder 
such  regulations  as  are  prescribed  by  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act,  to  provide  for  persons  who  were 
disabled  by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,"  passed  April  the  tenth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  six. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the 
pensioners,  becoming  such  in  virtue  ol  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  in  the  same  maooer  as  invalid  pen- 
sioners are  paid,  who  have  heretofore  been  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  under 
such  restrictions  and  regulations,  in  all  respects, 
as  are  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
in  suen  cases  provided. 

Approved,  April  35, 1806. 


An  act  to  authorize  uid  empower  the  Pnrident  of  the 

United  States  to  exchange  certain  lands,  fiff  otiier 

lands  more  suitable  Hoi  ibrtiflcation. 

Be  it  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  hereby  is.  authorized  and 
empowered  to  cause  thelandsm  Portland,  where- 
on the  fort  and  battery  now  stand,  and  the  lands 
at  Ocracock  and  Old  Topsail  inlets,  in  North 
Carolina,  acquired  with  a  view  to  erecting  forti- 
fications, to  be  exchanged  for  other  lands  more 
suitable  for  fortigcalton,  and  the  protection  of 
Portland,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  and  Ocracock. 
and  Old  Topsail  inlet,  in  North  Carolina. 

Approved,  April  25, 180S. 


An  Act  to  make  Plymouth,  in  North  Carolina,  a  port 
of  entry ;  to  change  the  nsrae  of  the  diatrict  of  Nan- 
jemoy,  to  that  of  SL  Mary's,  and  to  make  Augusta, 
in  the  district  of  Maine,  a  port  of  delivery. 
Be  it  enacted,  S-c,  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirteenth  day  of  June  next,  a  district  shall  be 
formed  out  of  the  district  of  Edenton,  in  North 
Carolina,  to  be  called  the  district  of  Plymouth, 
which  shall  include  and  comprehend  the  rivers 
Roanoke  and  Cashie,  and  all  the  nraters,  creeks, 
and  harbors  belonging  thereto.   The  town  of 
Plymouth  shall  be  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  ; 


and  Windsor  and  Skewarky,  pcvta  of  delivery. 
A  collector  for  the  district  shall  be  appointed,  to 
reside  and  keep  his  office  at  the  town  of  PlymoDth, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three  per  cent 

commissions  on  all  moneys  by  him  received  on 
account  of  the  duties  arising  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  said  district,  and 
00  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  otbct 
emoluments  and  fees  of  office  established  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enae^iy  That,  from 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  next,  the  dis- 
trict of  Nanjemoy,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  shall 
be  called  the  district  of  St.  Mary's,  and  the  col- 
lector shall  reside  at  St.  Mary's  river,  which  shall 
be  the  port  of  entry  and  delivery  for  said  district, 
and  Nanjemoy  a  port  of  delivery  only,  to  whick 
a  surveyor  shall  be  appointed,  who  shall  be  enti- 
tled, in  addition  to  the  fees  and  emolumenu  al- 
ready allowed  by  law,  to  receive  a  salary  of  one 
hundred  and  fift>|  dollars. 

Seo.  3.  And  be  it  fyrther  enacted,  That  the  town 
of  Augusta,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  shall  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  constituted  a  port  of  delivery,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  district  of  Bath,  and  subject  to 
the  same  regulations  and  restrictions  as  other 
ports  of  delivery  in  the  United  States;  and  diere 
shall  be  appointed  a  surveyor,  to  reside  at  the  said 
port  of  delivery,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  salary  of  one  hundred  and  6fty  dollars,  auooaUy, 
in  addition  to  the  other  emoluments  allowed  uj 
law. 

Approved,  April  25, 1808. 


An  Act  making  apprmniations  for  the  si^iport  of  an 
additional  Military  Force,  for  the  year  one  t^mH■n^ 
Mgfat  hundred  and  eight. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  for  defraying  the  iw> 
cessary  expense,  to  the  first  day  of  January  next, 
of  the  troops  to  be  raised  by  virtue  of  an  act,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  nddi* 
tional  military  force,"  passed  on  the  twelfth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  aud  ei^i, 
the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  heraiy, 
respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to  say : 

For  pay,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  forage,  eighteen  thousand  four  hundred 
and  seventy-nine  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  two  hundred  and  thirteen  thon* 
sand  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars. 

For  clothing,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thomand 
five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars. 

For  boHDtiea  and  premiums,  eighty-fire  thoo- 
sand  one  hundred  anid  twenty  dolurs. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  departmeois,  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

For  camp  equipage,  tents,  barracks,  fuel,  and 
transportation,  one  hundred  and  eleven  thoosand 
dollars. 

For  contingencies,  ten  thoosand  dollars. 

For  ordnance,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  horses,  and  other  expensec 
necessary  to  monnt  the  cavalry,  thirty-six  tboa- 
sand seven  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
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several  sums  hereia  speciGcally  appropriated,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
Approved,  April  25, 1808. 


An  tct  Rutboriziaff  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  trust,  the 
amoiiBt  of  certain  tails  drawn  by  John  Annitrongi 
Miniitet  from  the  United  States  to  die  Conrt  of 
Fnnoe,  on  the  Treaanry  of  the  United  Sutei. 

Bb  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be,  nod  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  di- 
rected to  pay;  into  tha  hands  of  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  amount, 
in  cash,  of  the  bills  drawn  by  John  Armstrong, 
Minister  from  the  United  Slates  to  the  Court  of 
France,  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  in 
favor  of  Nathan  Freres,  Denton,  and  Hall,  pur- 
suant to  a  liquidation  made  by  the  Government 
of  France,  under  the  convention  concluded  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three ;  and  also, 
the  amount  of  the  bills  drawn  by  the  aforesaid 
Minister,  on  the  said  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  in  favor  of  Joseph  Sands,  pursuant  to  a 
liquidation  made  under  the  convention  aforeicaid ; 
which  sams,  so  paid  to  the  Comptroller,  shall  be 
held,  by  him  in  trust,  to  pay  and  satisfy  such  per- 
sons, and  in  such  proportions,  as  shall  be  adjudged 
or  decreed  by  the  courts  hereafter  specified ;  and 
the  said  sums  shall  be  by  the  Comptroller  depos* 
ited  in  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  for  safe  keeping  until  such 
judgments  or  decrees  shall  take  place. 

See.  2.  And  be  it Jurther  enacted,  Thatallsuits 
or  proceedings,  at  law  or  in  equity,  to  establish 
claims  against,  or  recover  the  whole,  or  any  pari, 
ofihesumso  deposited,  on  account  of  the  bills 
drawn  in  favor  of  NatbtiD  Freres,  Denton,  and 
Hall,  shall  be  commenced  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
fourth  circuit,  holden  in  the  district  of  Maryland; 
and  all  suits  or  proceedings,  at  law  or  in  equity, 
to  estftblish  claims  against,  or  to  recover,  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  suin  so  deposited,  on  account  of 
the  bills  drawn  in  favor  of  Joseph  Sands,  shall  be 
commenced  on  or  before  the  day  aforesaid,  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  second  circuit,  holden  in  the 
district  of  New  York,  or  in  the  circuit  court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  be  held  for  Wash- 
ington county,  in  said  district;  and  any, or  either, 
jMriy  aggrieved  by  the  judgment  or  decree  or 
either  ot  the  said  courts,  may  remove  the  same 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions, as  appeals  and  writs  of  error  are  now 
prosecuted  from  the  said  courts. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when- 
ever a  final  judgment  or  decree  shall  be  entered 
Dp  by  either  of  the  said  courts,  in  favor  of  any 
person  or  persons  who  may  have  established  a 
ri^bt  or  claim  to  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the 
aaid  sums,  so  paid  to  the  Comptroller,  and  deposi- 
ted in  virtue  of  this  law.  the  said  Comptrollei 


shall  direct  the  cashier  of  the  said  office  of  dis- 
couDt  and  deposite  to  pay  the  amount  recovered 
to  the  party  or  persons  entitled  under  such  judg- 
ment or  decree,  so  rendered  by  the  said  courts. 
Approved,  April  25, 180a 


An  Act  to  midte  good  a  deficit  in  the  appropriation  of 
dghteen  hundred  and  Mven,  for  eoi)i|uetiog  the  pub- 
lic bnildingi ;  and  foi  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  That,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriations already  made,  the  following  sums  of 
money  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated, 
to  be  applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
ofthetfnited  States,  to  the  purposes  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  .lay : 

For  making  good  the  deficit  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  seven,  including  the  debt  due  from  the 

fiublic  offices,  fifty-one  thousand  fire  hundred  dol- 
ars. 

For  completing  the  wall  of  the  President's 
square,  plantiag  the  ground  so  as  to  close  this 
part  of  tne  expenditure,  building  a  solid  flight  of 
steps  to  the  principal  door,  and  minor  expenses, 
fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  up,  in  solid  work,  the  interior  of 
the  north  wing,  comprising  the  Senate  Chamber, 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  executing  the  work  deficient  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  soatn  wing,  and  for  painting,  eleven 
thousand  five  hundreddollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itjvrther  enacted,  That  the 
several  sums  of  money  hereby  appropriated,  shall 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  25, 1808. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  laying 
an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,"  and  the  several  acts 
supplementary  thereto,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and 
vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  (Jnited 
States,  no  vessel  of  any  description  whatever,  and 
wherever  bound,  whose  employment  is  confined 
to  the  navigation  of  bays,  sounds,  rivers,  and  lakes, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
(packets,  ferry-boats,  and  vessels  exempted  from 
the  obligation  of  giving  any  bond  whatever,  only 
excepted.)  shall  be  allowed  to  depart  from  any 
district  of  the  United  States,  without  having  pre- 
viously obtained  a  clearance,  noruntil  the  master 
or  commander  shaU  have  delivered  to  the  collec- 
tor or  surveyor  of  the  port  of  departure  a  manifest 
of  the  whole  cargo  on  board,  inctudiug  articles  of 
domestic  growth  or  manufacture,  as  well  as  for- 
eign merchandise.  And  it  shall  also  be  the  duty 
of  the  owners,  agents,  or  masters  of  every  such 
vessel,  to  produce,  witnin  two  months,  thereafter, 
to  the  collectorof  thedistrict  from  which  the  ves- 
sel departed,  a  certificate  of  the  landing  of  the 
whole  of  such  cargo,  in  a  port  of  the  United  States, 
within  the  bay,  sound,  rivers,  or  lakes,  to  which 
the  navigation  of  such  vessel  is  confined,  signed 
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by  the  collector  or  sarTeyotof  the  port  where  the 
cargo  shall  have  been  landed. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  UJvriher  enacts.  That  during 
the  contiooance  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  acts  supple* 
meniary  thereto,  no  ship  or  vessel  of  any  descrip- 
tion whatever,  other  than  those  described  in  the 
next  preceding  section,  and  wherever  bound,  shall 
receive  a  clearance,  unless  the  lading  shall  be 
made  hereafter  under  the  inspection  of  the  proper 
revenue  officers,  subject  to  the  same  restrictioas, 
regulations,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  as  are  pro- 
riled  by  law  for  the  inspection  of  gnods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Uoited  States, 
upon  which  duties  are  imposed,  any  law  to  the 
contrary  Dotwiibstandiog :  Provided,  that  nothing 
herein  cooiained  shall  be  construed  to  affect  ves- 
sels laden,  in  whole  or  in  part,  on  the  receipt  of 
this  act  by  the  respective  collectors. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
Tessel,  described  in  the  first  section,  shall  depart 
from  any  district  of  the  United  Slates  without  a 
clearance,  or  before  the  manifest  of  the  cargo 
shall  hare  been  delivered  to  the  collector  or  sur- 
veyor, in  the  manner  therein  prohibited,  or  if  a 
certificate  of  the  landing  of  the  cargo  shall  not  be 
produced  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
therein  provided,  such  vessels  and  cargo  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  the  owner  or  owners,  consignee, 
agent,  factors,  freighters,  master,  or  skipper  of 
such  vessel,  shall  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars,  nor  less 
than  one  thousand  dollars :  Provided  always,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  bar 
or  prevent  the  recovery  of  the  penalty  on  the  bond 
given  for  such  vessel. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  during 
the  continuance  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  several  acts  supple- 
mentary thereto,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  master 
or  person  having  charge  or  command  of  any  ves- 
sel, flat,  or  boat,  intended  to  enter  that  part  of  the 
river  Mississippi  which  lies  between  the  southern 
boundary  oflbe  Mississippi  Territory  and  the  river 
Iberville,  if  going  down  the  said  river,  to  stop  at 
Fort  Adams,  ana  if  goiug  up  the  river  to  stop  at 
Iberville,  and  at  each  place,  as  the  case  may  be, 
to  deliver  to  an  inspector  of  the  revenue,  to  be 
atationed  there  for  that  purpose,  a  manifest  of  the 
whole  cargo  on  board;  and  also  to  produce  to  the 
same  officer,  within  two  months  thereafter,  if  go- 
ing down  the  river,  and  within  six  months  there- 
affer^  if  going  up  the  river,  a  certificate  of  the 
landing  of  the  same  in  some  part  of  the  district  of 
Mississippi,  and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Uoited  Slates,  which  certificate  shall  be  signed 
by  the  collecior  or  one  of  the  surveyors  ofihedis- 
trict  of  Mississippi ;  or,  if  the  cargo  shall  be  land- 
ed more  than  thirty  miles  from  the  place  of  resi- 
dence of  any  such  officer,  by  a  State  or  Territorial 
judge^  having  jurisdiction  at  the  place  of  such 
landing. 

Sec.  5.  jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
vessel,  fiat,  or  boat,  shall  enter  that  part  of  the  rir» 


Mississippi,  as  prescribed  in  the  next  precediBp 
section,  without  stopping  and  delivering  a  mani- 
fest in  the  manner  therein  provided,  or  if  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  landing  of  the  eamo  shall  not  be  pro- 
duced within  the  time,  and  in  the  roanner  ihereia 
provided,  such  vessel,  flat,  or  boat,  and  cargo,  vhall 
be  forfeited,  and  the  owner  or  owners,  consig^nee, 
agent  factors,  freighters,  master,  or  skipper  of  suck 
vessel,  flat,  or  boat,  shall  respectively  forfeit  and 
pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  thoiuand  doDan, 
nor  less  than  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  do  ship 
or  vessel  having  any  cargo  whatever  on  board, 
shall,  during  the  continua,nce  of  the  act  layiagaa 
embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels,  in  the  poruand 
harbors  of  the  United  Slates,  be  allowed  to  depart 
from  any  port  of  the  United  States,  for  any  oibei 
port  or  district  of  the  United  States,  adjacent  to 
the  territories,  colonies,  or  provinces  of  a  foreigB 
nation;  nor  shall  any  clearance  be  furnished  to 
any  ship  or  vessel,  bound  as  aforesaid,  witboot 
special  permission  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  And  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall,  oootmry 
to  the  provisions  oi  this  act,  proceed  to  any  port 
or  district  adjacent  to  the  territories,  colonies,  or 
provinces  of  a  foreign  nation,  such  ship  or  vcsmL 
with  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited;  and  if 
the  same  shall  not  be  seized,  the  owner,  agenli, 
factors,  and  freighters  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall, 
for  every  such  offence,  forfeit  and  pay  double  the 
value  of  such  ship  and  cargo ;  and  the  master  aod 
commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel,  as  well  as  all 
other  persons,  who  shall  knowingly  be  concerned 
in  such  prohibited  voyage,  shall  each  respecUvelv 
forfeit  and  pay  not  exceeding  three  thousand  dol- 
lars, nor  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  for  wk 
offence,  whether  the  vessel  be  seized  or  sou 

See.  7.  And  be  it  finiher  enacted.  That  tkc 
commanders  of  the  public  armed  vessels  and  gn* 
boats  of  the  Uoited  Slates  shall,  as  well  as  the 
commanders  or  masters  of  the  revenue  catten^ 
and  revenue  boats,  be  authorized,  and  tbey  are 
hereby  authorized,  to  stop  and  examine  any  vessd, 
fiat,  or  boat,  belonging  to  any  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  on  the  high  seas,  or  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  or  any  foreigt 
vessel  within  the  jurisdiction  of  ihe  Uoited  Statet. 
which  there  mav  be  reason  to  suspect  to  be  en- 
gaged in  any  traffic  or  commerce,  or  in  the  trans- 
portation of  merchandise,  of  eitner  domestic  or 
foreign  growth  or  manufacture,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  or  of  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  aa^ 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  acu 
supplementary  thereto;  and  if,  uponezamlnatioD, 
it  shall  appear  that  such  vessel,  flat,  or  boat,  is  Otai 
engaged,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commander  Id 
seize  every  such  vessel,  flat,  or  boat,  and  to  send 
the  same  to  the  nearest  port  of  the  United  Smk 
fur  trial. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tbi 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  he,  and  he  hereby  a. 
authorized  to  remit  the  duties  accruinjc  on  the 
importation  of  goods  of  domestic  produce,  or 
which,  being  of  foreign  produce, had  been  export- 
ed without  receiving  a  drawback,  which  may 
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hare  been,  or  may  be  re-im|Mrted  in  Tessels  own- 
ed by  citizeos  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
having  sailed  subseqaent  to  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber last,  and  prior  to  the  twenty-second  day  of 
December  last,  may  be  or  have  been  stopped  on 
tbe  high  seas  by  foreign  armed  vessels,  and  by 
reason  thereof  have  returned,  or  may  hereafter  re- 
turn into  the  United  Slates.  And  the  said  Comp- 
troller is  likewise  authorized  to  direct  the  export- 
ation hoods  given  for  foreign  merchandise,  ex- 
ported with  privilege  of  drawback,  in  such  vessel 
and  re-imported  in  the  same,  io  the  manner  afore- 
said, to  be  cancelled,  thedutiesoo  such  re-import- 
ation being  previously  paid,  and  on  such  other 
cooditions  and  restrictions  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  secorlty  of  the  revenue. 

Seo.  9.  4tia  bei<yifr<A«r  enactecf,  Tbatf  during 
tbe  eontinnance  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  id  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
tbe  United  Statesj  no  foreij^n  shin  or  vessel  shall 
go  from  one  port  m  the  United  States  to  another, 
and  should  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel,  contrary  to 
this  section,  go  from  one  port  of  the  United  States 
to  another,  the  vessel  with  her  Kxt%o  shall  be 
wholly  forfeited,  tbe  owner,  or  owners,  agent, 
factors,  freighters,  and  master  of  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel, shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  thousand  dollar^  nor  lets  than  one  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  10.  Asui  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
vessel,  flat,  or  boat,  comprehended  in  this  act  shall 
be  obliged  to  pay  more  than  twenty  cents  for  each 
clearance. 

Sbc.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
eollectoni  of  the  customs  be,  and  they  are  boreby, 
Tespeciirely  anthorized  to  detain  any  vessel  osten- 
sibly bonod  with  a  caigo  to  some  other  port  of  the 
United  Statesj  whenever  In  their  opinions  the  in- 
tention is  to  violate  or  evade  any  oi  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  laying  an  embargo,  until  the  decision 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  bad  there- 
upon. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thatifany 
unusual  deposites  of  provisions,  lumber,  or  other 
articles  of  domestic  growth  or  manufacture,  shall 
have  been,  or  shall  be  made  io  any  of  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  adjacent  to  the  territories,  col- 
onies, or  provinces  of  a  foreign  nation,  tbe  col- 
lector of  the  district  sLiUbe,  and  he  hereby  is, au- 
thorized to  take  the  same  in  his  custody,  and  not 
to  permit  such  articles  to  be  removed  uiitil  bond 
with  sufficient  sureties  shall  have  been  given  for 
tbe  landing  or  delivery  of  the  same  in  some  port 
or  place  of  the  United  States. 

Seo.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any 
ship  or  vessel,  owned  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  loaded,  or  in  part  loaded,  with 
the  produce  of  the  United  Slates,  before  the  act 
laying  an  embargo  was  passed,  and  by  said  act 
detained  in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  permitted  to  proceed  to  any  other  port  of  the 
United  States,  and  there  to  remain  with  such  car- 
go on  board,  subject  to  such  other  restrictions 
and  bonds  as  are  prescribed  in  the  act  laying  an 
embargo,  and  tbe  several  supplementary  acts 
thereto. 


Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures,  incurred  by  force  of  thia 
act,  may  be  mitigated  and  remitted  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  mitigating  and  remitting  tbe  forfeitures,  pen- 
altieSj  and  disabilities,  accruing  in  certain  cases 
therein  mentioned ;"  and  alt  penalties  and  for- 
feitures which  may  be  recovered  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  in  consequence  of  any  seizure  made  by 
the  commander  of  any  public  armed  vessel  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  distributed  according  to 
the  rules  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  government  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,"  and  all  other  penalties  and  forfeitares, 
arising  under  this  act,  snail  be  distributed  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regolaie  tbe  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage.'* 

Sec.  is.  Andbeit/ialher enacted,  Thatnothioff 
in  tbe  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  fbim  and 
vessels  in  tbe  ports  and  harbors  of  the  tJnited 
States,  or  in  the  several  acts  supplementarj 
thereto,  or  in  the  act  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  exportation  by  land,  or 
inland  navigation,  from  the  territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  into  those  of  Great  Britain,  of  furs  and 
peltries,  the  property  of  subjects  of  Great  Britain, 
and  by  them  purchased  from  the  Indians,  or  to 
prevent  the  importation  by  land,  or  inland  navi- 
gation, from  the  territories  of  Great  Britain  into 
those  of  the  United  Slates,  of  merchandise  the 
property  ofBritish  subjects,  and  by  (hem  imported 
solely  for  the  use  of  the  Indians  aforesaid. 

Approved,  April  25,  1808. 


An  Act  sDppIemental  to  "An  act  regulating  the  grants 
of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Midiigan." 
Be  it  enacted,  <fc.,  That  every  person  claiming 
lands,  within  that  part  of  the  Michigan  Territory 
to  which  the  Indian  title  hath  been  extin^isbed, 
by  virtue  of  any  legal  grant  made  by  the  French 
Government  prior  to  tne  Treaty  of  Paris,  of  the 
tenth  of  February,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty-three ;  or  of  any  legal  grant  made  by 
the  British  Qorernment  subsequent  to  the  said 
treaty,  and  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain,  of  the  third 
of  September,  one  thoasand  seven  bandred  and 
eighty-three,  or  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to 
which  this  act  is  a  sapplement,  shall  be  allowed 
until  the  first  day  of  January  next,  to  deliver  to 
the  register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of 
Detroit,  a  notice  in  writing,  statins  the  nature  and 
extent  of  his  claims,  together  with  a  plat  or  plats 
of  the  tract  or  tracts  claimed ;  and  if  such  person 
shall  fail  to  deliver  such  notice  io  writing,  together 
with  a  plat  of  the  tract  claimed,  alt  his  right,  so 
far  as  it  may  be  derived  from  any  act  of  Congress, 
shall  become  void  ;  and  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  and  deci- 
ding the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the 
saia  district  of  Detroit,  shall  have  the  same  powers 
and  perform  the  duties  in  relation  to  the  claims, 
notices  of  which  shall  be  thus  filed,  as  are  provided 
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by  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sapplemeat,  id 
relation  to  the  claim-s  thereia  described. 
Sec.  2.  And  bt  it further  enacted^  That  every 

EersoD  whose  claim  uas  been  or  shall  be  ceufirmed. 
y  the  CommissioDers  aforesaid,  to  a  tract  of  land 
bordering  on  the  river  Detroit,  andoot  exceeding 
in  depth  furty  arpens,  Freocb  measure,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  preference  in  becumio^  the  pareha- 
ser  of  any^  racant  tract  of  land  adjaeeoi  to,  and 
back  of  bis  own  tract,  not  exceeding  forty  arpens, 
French  measure,  in  depth,  nor  in  quantity  of  land 
that  which  is  contained  in  his  own  tract,  at  the 
same  price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  are  provided  by  law  for  the  other  public  lands 
in  the  said  district.  And  the  surveyor  general 
shall  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  cause  to  be  surveyed  the  tracts  claimed 
by  virtue  of  this  section,  and  in  all  cases  where, 
by  reason  of  bends  in  the  said  rirer,  and  of  adja* 
cent  prior,  or  pre-emption  claims,  each  claimant 
cannot  obtain  a  tract  equal  in  quantity  to  the  ad- 
jacent tract  already  owned  by  him,  to  divide  the 
meant  land,  applicable  to  that  object,  between  the 
several  claimants,  in  such  manner  as  to  htm  will 
appear  most  equitable.  And  every  person  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  thissection,  shall,  oner  before 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  deliver  to  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Detroit,  a  no- 
tice in  writing,  slating  the  situation  and  extent  of 
the  tract  of  land  he  wishes  to  purchase,  and  de- 
posite  at  the  same  time  one-twentieth  part  of  the 
purchase  money ;  and  shall  also,  within  three 
months  after  the  return  of  the  survey  to  the  office 
of  the  said  register,  produce  to  him  a  receipt  from 
the  receiver  of  puljitc  money  for  the  said  district 
for  one-fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money.  And 
if  any  such  person  shall  fail  to  deliver  such  no- 
tice, and  make  such  deposite  and  payment,  at  the 
times  above  mentioned,  his  right  of  pre-emption 
shall  cease,  and  become  void. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enatAed,  That  every 
person  who,  being  the  head  of  a  family,  did,  prior 
to  the  twenty-sixth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  four,  and  doth,  at  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  act.  inhabit  and  cultivate  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Territory  of  Micbigao,  not  claimed 
by  virtue  of  a  legal  French  or  British  grant,  or 
by  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  act 
is  a  supplement,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  preference, 
in  becoming  the  purchaser  from  the  United  States 
of  such  tract  of  land,  not  exceeding  one  section,  at 
the  price  at  which  the  other  public  lands  in  the 
said  Terriioryaredirected  to  be  sold;  and  payment 
may  be  made  therefor  in  the  same  manner,  and 


under  the  same  conditions,  as  are  provided  by 
law  for  such  other  public  lands.  And  every  per- 
son  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  section ,  shal^  an 
or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  deliver  to  I 
the  register  of  the  land  office,  for  the  district  afore-  I 
said,  a  notice  in  writing,  of  the  sitoation  and  ex- 
tent of  the  tract  of  land  he  wishes  to  parcbaae. 
The  Commissioners  aforenid  are  hereby  aaikor- 
ized  to  ezamioe  and  decide  the  claims  of  every 
person  claiming  the  benefit  of  this  section,  and 
whenever  it  shall  appear  to  them  that  the  cuioi- 
ant  is  entitled  to  a  right  of  pre-emption  they  sbaD 
give  a  certificate  thereof,  directed  to  the  register 
of  the  land  office,  which  certificate,  together  wilk  i 
a  receipt  from  the  receiver  of  public  money,  of  ai 
least  one-fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  be  pr(^ 
duced  by  the  claimaut  to  the  register  of  the  land 
office  for  the  said  district.  And  if  any  persoo 
shall  fail  to  deliver  such  notice  in  writing,  or  pro- 
duce such  certificate  and  receipt  within  the  times 
above-mentioned,  his  right  of  pre-emption  shall 
cease  and  become  void. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so 
much  of  the  second  section  of  thcact  to  whiek 
this  act  is  a  supplement,  as  provides  that  not  more 
than  one  tract  or  parcel  of  land  shall  be  ^rwateA 
to  any  one  person,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, repeated. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the 
lands  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been  extia- 
guisbed,  by  the  treaty  made  at  Detroit,  on  the 
seventeenth  of  IVovember,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seveo,  shall  be  attached  to  and  mode 
a  part  of  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  be  offered  for 
sale  at  that  place,  under  the  same  exceptions  aod 
regulations,  at  the  same  price,  and  on  the  saaie 
terms,  as  other  lands  lyin?  in  that  district. 

Approved,  April  25,  180S. 


Resolution  to  Biithorize  the  disposition  of  certain  cfaatti 
of  the  coast  nf  North  Cuolina. 

RestAved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Item^ 
sentatives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Com- 
gress  assembled^  That  the  Secreury  of  the  Treas- 
ury be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  cause  to  be 
sold  as  many  of  the  charts  of  the  coast  Nortk 
Carolina,  published  in  conformity  to  the  resolo- 
tioo  which  passed  the  second  of  March,  one  iboo- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  seven,  as  shall  mnaia  on 
baud,  after  reserving  the  number  requisite  for  the 
use  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Approved,  March  4, 1808. 
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ed  the  Western  Reserve  irf  CMHieetient, 
ordered  to  be  seat  for  ffle  in  the  Btati  De- 
pattmeot      ......  si 

CoutitatMn,  Mr.  IHffin  snbrnitted  a  nsolntion  to 

amend  tlM......21 

nftired  to  a  select  committee    •      •      -  99 
roacrintions  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont 

on  the  same  suHect,  referred  to  tho  same  99 
resolntioiu  of  the  Legialatore  of  Penaatylv»> 

nia,  referred  to  same  committee     •      -  183 
anottwT  resolutioii  of  tiw  Leg^atliie  of 
Pennsylvania       .....  134 

residatioa  of  Uw  Legidatnre  of  Viigiiiia    •  836 
wnlntion  of  the  LegMatnre  <rfMassadroiotts  881 
Mr.  Hillhouse  submitted  a  resolution  to 
amend  the    .      -      •      -      -      .  366 
Contingent  Fund,  the  Preeident  transmitted  an 

account  of  tho     "  7B 

Contracts,  a  bill  from  the  House  concerning  public  166 
read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred  -  •  166 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .161 
ft  motion  to  amend  was,  with  the  bill,  poft- 

rmed    .......  163 
recommitted       .....  171 

reported  with  further  amendments     -      .  I7B 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended       -  331 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  333 
returned  from  the  House  with  amendments 
amended      ......  968 

in  which  amendment  the  Senate  concurred  369 
C^^per,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  allow  the  im. 
portatton  of  irid,  free  of  doty,  read  twice 
and  referred  -  -       -       -       .  1S9 

reported  with  an  amendment    •      -      .  131 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended      -  160 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  151 
Courts  Martial,  and  Courts  of  Inquiry,  a  bill  from 
the  House  concerning,  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred  -      -      -      -  •    .      .  .163 

reported  with  amendments  ...  173 
»  motion  farther  to  amend,  negatived  -  381 1 
■mendsMnb  repoitod,  ifrMd  to      -     -  881  ] 


Courts  Martial — continued.  Page, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  •  369 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  360 

Covington,  Leonard,  a  letter  from*  to  General 
Wilkinson,  refwred  to  on  the  trial  of  Aaron 
Bur  ATO 

Crawford,  William  H.,  a  Senator  from  Georgia, 

in  place  of  A.  Baldwin,  took  his  seat     -  47 
remarks  of,  in  objection  to  reading  certain 
depositions  ofiered  by  the  counsel  of  John 

SmiUi  160 

speech  of,  on  the  case  of  aud  Smith  •■      >  313 

CMmee.   (See  Treaton.) 

Crowninahiald,  Jacob,  notice  fiom  tbft  House 

the  death  of  860 

Cumberland  Road,  a  Message  fiom  the  Prerident 

in  relation  to  the   .       -       -       -       .  131 

Gashing,  Colonel,  the  d^M»ition  o^  referred  to  by 
General  Wilkinson,  in  his  testimony  be- 
fore the  court,  on  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr  668 

Costoms,  a  report  of  Uie  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, with  a  statement  of  the  emoloments 
vi  the  officers  employed  in  the  collection 
of  MS 

D. 

Dana,  Edmund  P.,  the  testimony  of,  in  the  trial 

*f  Aaron  Burr  446 

Darby,  Eira,  notice  from  the  House  of  death  of.  100 
Dayton,  General,  letters  from,  to  General  Wilkin- 
son, referred  to  in  tite  testimony  of  the 
lattor,  in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr  -    660;  661 
Debentures,  Mr.  Adams  reported  •  bill  airthav- 
ixing  the  tssDO  of,  in  certain  cases,  whidi 
was  read      ......  isi 

read  a  second  time   ....      -  158 

second  reading  resumed,  and  flirther  COn. 
eideratlon  postponed     ....  m 

bUl  recommitted       .....  161 

r^rted,  with  an  amendment  -  .  .  168 
amendment  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordsnd  to  n 

third  reading  as  amended      ...  isa 
reported  correctly  engrossed     -      -      •  167 
Inll  pos^Mned  to  next  session   .      -      .  178 
Delaware,  an  act  of  cession  to  the  United  States 
of  m  ligbt-house  and  pier,  by  the  Utato  o( 
ordned  to  be  sent  for  file  in  the  State  De- 
partment     -      -      •      '      .  .31 
Detroit,  the  President  transmitted  letters  from 
Goremor  Hull,  recocting  tho  Indiuis  in 

tiie  vicinity  of  66 

Dickinson,  John,  testimonials  of  reject  to  the  ^ 

memory  of      ....      •  IM 
Dinsmore,  8ilas,evideneeof,in  the  case  of  Aaron' 

Burr  668 

IKstriet  of  Columbia,  ^r.  Adams  gave  notice  of 
a  bill  to  revive  and  continne  certain  caoses 
in  the  district  court  of  the     ...  lOO 
n  Inll  presented  agreeably  to  notiee,  and 

read  101 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  tlurd 

reading-  lOI 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  lOi 
Documents,  Mr.  Franklin  submitted  a  resolution 
for  a  committee  to  arrange  the  printing  of 
certain,  accompanying  the  President's 
Message  of  the  tSd  of  March  .      .  .ITS 
a  biH  fiom  the  Uoose  to  autborixe  the  trans- 

portationofoertain,bymail,freeofpostage  S65 
read  three  times,  and  passed  -  888 
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DoDaldfon,  Junea  L.,  eztractof  a  latter  from  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson,  nf«rred  to  by  the  latter, 
in  hia  leatimODy  in  the  caae  <^  AuMk 
Bun  66S 

'Onwbaeb,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  report 
of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treuaty  on  ttie 
subject  of,  waa  referred  to  ■  comnittse  -  104 

Dnnlwngh,  Jacob,  examination  o^in  the  cue  of 

Aaron  Burr  ------  452 

.  croaa-examinaUonof  •      -      -      .      .  461 
an  advertifMiMiit     M  a  dMwttr  ftom  the 

army  641 
opinion  of  tho  Oowt  on  tho  ■d^MMUty  of 
the  affidavit         -      -      -      -  -689 

DuQGui,  A.  L.,  depoMlioB     reforrad  to,  ui  the 

caaa  of  Aaron  Burr      ....  663 

Suiity,  Frands,  extra  coapanaation  allowad  to  •  S79 

J)ava),  Charlea,  andaneo  od^in  tho  caaa  of  Aaron 

Barr  499 

CToaa  axaminalion  of-      -      -      .      -  M> 

E. 

BaUm,  General  WilKam,  taatbiKny  oC  in  the 

eaae  of  Aaron  Barr      -      -      .      .  401 
■econd  examination  of      -      ■      •      •  508 
erose-examination  of-      ....  oio 

Borr'a  threat  to  invalidate  the  teatiraony  of  -  664 
ex^anation  given  by,  of  Cekmel  Gaitlier'a 
teetimony  $70 
Biot,  Samnel,  jr..  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adama^  two 
bandred  doilara  were  pud  to,  for  otra 
aerriaes  on  tho  inqoiiy  into  the  eoBdnct 
ofJohnSmiUi      -----  380 

tSOiMt  Matthew,  examination  of,  in  tlia  caaa  of 

Aaron  Burr  -      -  -      .      -  683 

eroaa-examination  of  •      -'      -      -      -  634 
Bnbargo,  a  Meaaage  from  the  President,  rectHn- 

manding  an,  waa  referred  to  a  oiwimiUee  00 
aaid  committee  fortfiwith  reported  a  bUl  in 
paraoanoe  of  the  recomm«d«tiiaii«  and 
the  roie  being  aiupended,  the  UU  waaraad 
three  timea,  and  paaaed  -      -      -      •  Bl 
ordered  that  the  Sooretary  confidentially  la- 

qaeat  the  cmeurreoce  of  Uie  Houoa      -  61 
returned  eoofidenti^y  from  the  Houae,  with 

amendments,  wliieh  ware  agreed  to      •  02 
on  further  report  from  the  aame  oommittee, 
fiva  hundred  eapies  4rf  the  Meaaage  and 
docttmenu  ther^  referred  to.  and  alao  of 
the  act  joBt  paaaed,  were  oidend  to  be 
^    printed,  and  the  injonotion  of  secrecy  ra- 

moved  .--.-..62 
a  biU  from  the  Hoaaa,  somtlamentaiy  to  the 

act  laying  an,  waa  read  -      ...  63 
read  a  aecond  Ume,  and  ^erred      .      .  64 
zaported,  with  araendmenta       ...  66 
amendmenta  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  further 

amended,  and  ordwed  to  a  thnd  reading  66 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  as  amended  -  79 
a  bill  from  the  House,  in  addition  to  the  bill 

laat  mentioned,  was  read       ...  1S3 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      •  1&3 
.reported,  with  amendmenta      -  156 
amendmenta  agreed  to,  and  Utt  ordered  to  a 
tliird  reading  ......  168 

reported  correctly  engroBsad      -      -      -  159 
read  a  third  time,  and  pMaad  aa  amended  -  160 
r^umed  from  Uie  Houae  with  an  amond- 
nmu,  in  which  the  Saaata  oenewnd    -  161 


Embargo~«ontinaed.  Fact^ 

Mr.  8.  Smidi  gave  notice  of  a  bill,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  bill  laying  an       -      -      •  360 

a  bill  waa  presented  accmding  to  notice,  and 
read  «61 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading  aa  amended  -      -      -  S70 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  o  amended  -  9J% 

returned  from  the  Houae  with  amaodmeala, 
and  referred  ------  STt 

the  amendmenta  of  tfte  Houae  reported  widi 

amendments,  which  were  agreed  to       -  STO 

Mr.  Anderson  reported  a  bill  to  aathorixe 
the  President,  on  certain  oonditiona,  to 
ausnend  the  act  laying  an,  whidi  waa 
read     ......      -  9t^ 

read  a  aaeond  time,  amended,  and  ndered  to 
a' third  reading  SM 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  966 

a  resotutbu  passed  to  print  one  hundred  and 
twen^  cofdesofthe  actlayingan,  andtlia 
aaveral  acta  aupplementaiy  thereto  .  -  VTf 
Gngroaaed  Bills,  members  of  the  committee  on  -  SI 
Ei^rossing  Clerk,  Mr.  Gtlman,  submitted  areao- 
lution  authorizing  the  Seoetaiy  to  engage 
an  addition^  .....  46 

the  resolution  waa  negatived     •      -      -  47 
Enquim,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  Saaeto- 
ry  waa  ordered  to  proetue  a  Cla  of  tba 
Richmond,  for  the  year  1807  -      •       -  M 

^davit  of  Thoaaaa  Kildiie,  edto  ihnmat, 
that  the  i^nion  deliwed  by  tho  oau^  ia 
the  case  of  Aaron  Burr,  wasnsinled  bom 
the  original  manusorqit  flmUsMd  hf  Chief 
Justice  Merahall  -      .      -      -  766 

Erakine,  Mr.,  five  hnn<bed  copies  of  Uie  letter  o^ 

to  Mr.  Madison,  were  ordered  to  be  printed  181 
Evans,  Oliver,  a  bill  frcnoa  the  Hoose  for  nKef  oC 

was  read      ......  66 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -  -66 

reported  wiUiout  amendment,  and  twdeted 
to  a  tlnrd  reading  -      ...      -  86 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    .      -      -  86 
Extra  Comjpensation,  Mr.  Reed  anbmitted  a  rea- 
olution  authorizing  the  Secretaiy  to  pay, 
to  certain  oflScers  of  the  Senate     -      -  3TI 

the  resolution  waa  read  a  second  time       -  STt 

r^  a  third  time,  and  agreed  to  -      -      -  819 

P. 

Fees,  a  report  from  the  Attorney  General,  with 
sundry  tables  o^  read  and  referred  to  aaa- 
lect  committee      .      -      .      -      -  S3 
further  tables  of,  reported  ...  171 

Fenner,  Jamas,  a  letter  from,  redgning  hia  aoat 

in  the  Senate      -    •  .      .      .  .11 

Fisk,  David,  affidavit  o(  in  the  case  of  Aaron 

Burr  476 

Fish,  Mr.  Adams  made  a  report  on  the  memorial 
of  certain  merchants  of  Boston  pmying 
permiastoti  to  raport  certain  -      -      -  STt 

Foreign  Aggre8sitHi>'^r.  Adams  anbmitted  a  rea- 
olntion  for  a  committee  of  inquiry  in  re* 
lation  to  the  existing  embargo  aet,  4to.   -  ^ 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to     -      -      -  > 

Franklin,  lease,  a  new  Senator,  from  Nordi  Ca^ 

olina,  teidc  his  seat      ....  It 
laaaariui  of*  in  the  caaa  of       ftnitt     •  9^ 
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FnndL  Affiun,  on  motion  ofMr.  8.  Smith,  1^000 
copies  of  the  docomentt  relating  tOi  were 
orclered  to  be  printed  fat  the  um  vS  the 

Senate  178 

FHgetM)  end  other  Testeli  of  war ;  Mr.  Wlute 
rabmitted  a  resolntion  relating  to  the 
•quipping  and  preparing  for  terrice  the, 
whidi  wa«  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap* 
piBBted-      -      -      -      .      -  -    -  371 

Mid  committee  reported  a  bill  anthorizing 
the  Preddeut  to  have  the,  prepared  for 
immediate  aerviee,  which  was  read        -  373 

read  a  eecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading        ......  375 

lead  t  third  time,  and  paated    ...  377 

G. 

6u3Uid,  John,  from  Soath  Carolina,  took  hia 

seat  SO 

Gaines,  Lieotenant,  teatimony  of,  in  the  case  of 

Aaron  Burr  899 

Gaines,  Captain  E.       cridenee  ai,  in  the  same 

case  eta 
Gmither,  Colonel  HentT,  examination  e(  aato 

ttie  diaraeter  of  Bruff  ....  626 
examination  o(  aa  to  the  character  of  Gen- 
eral Eaton     •      -      -      -      -      -  666 
Qantt,  Rev.  Dr.,  election  o(  bj  the  Smate  aa 

Chaplain  19 

a  letter  firom,  declining  to  accept  •  -  28 
Gates,  I>ariiu,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief  of, 

read  868 

readasecond^e,  and  referred  -  -  869 
iqwrted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  3TI 

lead  a  third  time,  ud  paased  ...  372 
Oataa,  Mr^  examinatlcnt  of,  in  die  oaae  of  Aaron 

Borr  648 

eroBB-examination  of  -  -  •  -  -  649 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  memorial 
of  the  Mayor  of,  remonstratiDg  agunst 
the  passage  of  the  bill  antiiorizing  the 
erection  of  a  bridge  over  tiie  Potmnai^ 
was  preeented  .  ....  46 
CtcM^  on  motion  of  Mr.  Milledge,  the  articles 
wf  agreement  between  the  Commissioners 
of  the  United  Statea  and  the  Sute  o( 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  fiir  the  use  of 

the  Senate  49 

notice  of  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  certain  acts  of  the  State  of       -  SS3 
Qilea,  Mr.,  remaAa  c^,  in  tiM  case  of  John 

Smith  -  -  -  -  -  .  76, 64, 88 
on  Mr.  Pope's  antooBna  resolntion  -  -  96 
•peach  of,  on  the  bill  to  ponuh  treaaon  and 

other  crimes  -      -      -      -      -      .  Ill 
in  the  case  of  John  Smith        •      -    279,  331 
Oillmore,  David,  endence  of,  in  the  caee  of 

Aaron  Burr  607 

Olovei,  Eliaa,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  resolution  to 

issue  a  subuena  for       -       -       -       -  89 

depositions  01,  in  the  case  of  John  Smith, 
communicated      .      .      -      .      •  166 
Oooddeh,  Chsunjcey,  a  Senator  fiom  Conuecti-  • 
cat,  in  place  of  the  late  U.  Tracj.  look 
hiaseat-  ------ 

Oorenuaent,  a  bill  from  the  House,  maUng  ap* 
propriations  for  aoi^ivt  read  twice,  and 
Tsfotred       - .    -      -      -      -      -  90 


Government — euitinued.  Page, 
reported  with  ameodmenta      •      .      -  as 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  fiirther  ameod- 
menta pfopoeed     .....  100 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  bOl  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  as  amended   -      -      -  lOO 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  101 

returned  firom  the  House  with  disagreement  108 

the  Senate  receded  from  their  amendments  104 
a  bin  from  the  House  making  aa  i^propri^ 
tion  to  supply  a  defideoey,  &c.,  was  read 

twice,  and  roTerred        -  877 
reported  forthwith,  and  by  consent  read  a 

third  time,  and  passed   -      -             -  877 
Graham,  John,  examination  o^  in  the  case  of 

John  Smith  -      -      •      -      -      -  89 
testimony  of,  before  the  court  at  Richmond, 

in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr     -      .  400 

examination  of  -      -      -      -      -      .  485 

CTOea-examination  of  -      -      -      •      -  491 
Gunboats,  Mr.  MitchiU  praaanted  ahill  making  ap- 
propriations for  an  additional  number  of, 

which  was  read  82 

read  a  second  time,  and  postponed    •      .  88 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  44 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  46 

returned  irom  the  House  with  amendments  48 

.  H. 

Habeat  Corpus,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  reeoln- 
tiou  for  a  committee  to  inquire  respecting 
the  authority  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  . 

issue  writs  of,  dec  •  ISO 

tiie  reaolutioD,  being  amended,  was  adopted, 

wid  a  oommittea  appointed  -      .      -  181 
Mr.  Odes  presented  a  bill  on  tiie  sobject, 

which  was  twice  read    -      .  ■     .      1.  ifty 
the  consideration  postponed  to  next  aeesion  881 
Hamet,  Caramalli,  a  letter  from  William  Eaton, 

enclosing  the  petition  of,  was  read  20 
Harper,  R.  G.,  was  admitted  aa  one  of  the  coun- 
sel of  John  Smith  ISt 

argument  of,  in  reply  to  olfaction  made  to 

the  reading  of  oartain  dopoaitiona  -      •  180 
speech  of,  in  defence  of  hia  dient      -      -  104 
BHrtleyi  Thomaa,  teatimony  of,  in  the  oaaa  of 

.Aaron  Burr  ------  43^ 

croae-examinatioQ  of-      -      «      .      .  439 
Headerson,  Alexander,  avidenea      in  tha  caae 

of  Aaron  Burr     .      -      .      -      .  47^ 
cross-examination  of  -      •      -      -      •  483 
Henderaon,  John  G.,  endenoa  0^  in  (ha  eaaa  of 

Aaron  Burr  -  495 
cioas  axaminationrf  ....      -  49t 

Henry,  Lemnd,  examination  o(  in  the  oaae  of 

Aaron  Burr  ------  668 

aflSdavitof  66t 
HiUhouae,  Mr.,  remarks  ot  on  the  resolutioA  to 

inquire  into  the  conduct  of  John  Smith  -  40 
on  the  report  of  the  committee  on  said 

case   69,  70,  75 

an  anonymow  letter  on  the  aobjeet,  re- 
ceived by   IH 

apaeeh  of^  on  the  raatrintion     axpnUon  -  806 
apeeeh  at,  introductory  of  a  piopoead  aauM^ 
meat  to  the  Conatitation      .      .      -  8S| 
Hunter,  George,  Mr.  Qregg  preeented  a  IhII  iiw 
relief  of,  which  was  read  twioe,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading        ...  876 
laad  a  third  time,  and  paaaed   ...  87T 
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faapartatioii,  a  bill  from  the  Howe  lapplemrataTj 

to  the  act  to  prohibit,  iru  nad      -      -  108 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -  187 

reported  with  anicndmentB       ...  188 

amendmenta  adopted,  and  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  as  amended      -      -  134 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  135 

Mr.  Anderson  presented  a  bill  authoriztng 
the  President  to  suspend  the  act  to  pro- 
liibit,  which  was  read    -  364 

tead  a  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -      -  369 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  369 
bdiaoa  Territory,  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of, 
enclosing  certain  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
tire  Council,  dec,  on  the  eipediency  of 
■Qspe&dtn^  the  sixth  article  of  compact, 
dec.,  which  was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee -  33 

■  nmonetrance  against  the  lud  resolutions, 
referred  to  the  same  eomndltee      •      •  32 

a  report  from  the  said  committee  against  the 
suspension  mentioned,  was  read  24 

the  report  of  the  committee  agreed  to  -  31 
Itadian  Treaties,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  carry 

into  effect  certain,  read  twice  and  referred  189 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -  -      -  -130 

read  a  third  time,  and  paas^  ...  i3i 
hdian  Tribes,  the  Preaideat  tranamitted  eoptea 

of  treaties  with  certain  -      •      -      -  101 
Lunrrections,  Mr.  MitchiU  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to      -----  88 

the  consideration  of  which  was  postponed  -  23 
fttralid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  relating 

to,  was  twice  read  and  referred      -      -  376 

reported  with  amendmeiUa^  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readiug  376 

read  ■  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  377 

J. 

iackfon,  Andrew,  letter  from,  to  Governor  Clai- 

bOTne,  in  the  ease  of  Aaron  Burr   -      -  671 
l«daon,  Jacob  L.,  deposition  of,  in  the  case  of 

Aaron  Bnrr  -  •    •      -      -      -      •  688 
ll^bnou,  Thomas,  letter  from,  to  General  Wil- 
Unson,  referred  to  by  the  latter  in  his  tes- 
timony -  680 
Joaes,  George,  Senator  from  Georgia,  took  his  seat  10 
Jones,  Elijah,  examination  of,  in  the  case  of 

Aaron  Buir  613 
aoas-examinatioD  of  -      -      •      •      •  664 
Jovnuds  of  Congress,  a  petition  relating  to  the 
purchase  of  certain,  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee      .      .      _      .      -  27 
a  bill  from  the  Houee  authorizing  the  pur- 

dnue  of  certain  copies  of  the,  read  88 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  39 

reported  with  amendments       .      -      .  48 
the  tbinl  reading  negatived       ...  49 
Judicial  Courts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  act  establishing       ....  49 
Ja£dal  System,  a  lull  in  ftirther  addition  to  the 

act  to  amend  tbe^  was  read    ...  166 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -      -  166 
reported  with  amendments,  read  a  third  time, 
and  pasaed  as  oaMUded  .      <■      -      -  167 


K.  Phi. 

Kentucky,  Mr.  Thruaton  presented  sundry  lesohi- 
tiona  of  the  LegislMnre  of,  in  ap^obatiaB 
of  the  course  of  tiie  Administratioo      •  Itl 
Key,  Francis  8.,  was  named  and  admitted  as 

counsel  of  John  Smitb^-      -      >     ■  Bl 
preliminary  remarks  of     .      -      -     •  171 
speech  oi^  in  defence  of  his  client      -      •  Iff 
Knox,  James,  testimony  of,  on  the  part  of  Aana 

Burr  M 

cross-examination  oi,  by  the  counsel  of  the 
United  Sutea  Ml 


1^ 

Laud,  a  bill  from  the  House  making  further  pro- 
vision for  the  disposal  of  the  sectiotis  of^ 
heretofore  reserved,  was  twice  read  and 
referred        -      -      •      -      -     -  III 
reported  with  an  amendment     -      -     .  131 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend* 

ment                                        -  IS 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  131 
Lands  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  Uoon 
Rlating  to  the  sale  of,  was  read  afintand 
second  time,  end  referred       -      -      •  111 
reported  with  amendmeats       -      .     •  ITl 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- 
ment   -   IB 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  17) 
Latrobe,  B.  H.,  an  ^utioaiion  from,  reflecting 
tiie  avenue  to  uie  gallery  <^  the  SenalB 
Chamber,  was  referred  to  a  committee   -  IM 
a  report  thereon  that  it  is  ineipedient  to  take 
any  order  on  the  same,  was  agreed  to    -  IN 
Lee,  Ricturd  Bland,  notice  of  a  bill  for  relief  of  ^ 
the  bill  presented  and  read       -      -     •  -til 
read  a  second  time,  and  lost  on  the  questin 
of  a  third  reading  -       -       -  -  SIS 

Levis  and  Maxwell,  a  petition  of,  ptaying  Coi- 
gxess  to  purchase  certain  copiee  of  the 
Journals  in  their  possession,  was  refened 
to  a  committee      -      -      -      .     -  W 
Library,  Mr.  Mitchell  submitted  a  reaolutioo  fiir 

.appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  the  IK 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 

appointed     -      -      -      -      .     .  IK 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time        -     •  W 
the  House  concurred  -      -      •      .     •  ISI 
a  report  from  the  committee  on  the   -  .0 
Lindsley,  Chandler,  examination  of,  in  the  ease 

,  of  Aaron  Burr       -       -       -       .      •  411 
Love,  Williani,  examination  and  cross-examina- 
tion of,  in  the  same  case       -      -  ■434 
Ludlow,  Daniel,  end  others,  petition  of,  read    -  M 
Lynch,  Colonel  Charles,  evidence  oC  in  the  case 

of  Aaron  Burr      -      -      -      .     -  W 

M. 

Manilla,  ship,  Mr.  Adams  presented  ihememe- 
rial  of  the  agents  end  owners  of,  whkh 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  •     -  M 

said  committee  reported  a  bill  fbr  the  rdirf ef 
the  owners,        which  was  read   -  •19' 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  dnid 
reading  ]J 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -      .     •  I' 
Maiabals,  of  North  Carolina  and  New  Jenqr,  ■ 
bill  fVom  the  House  making  additioBil 
compensation  to  the,  was  read  and  le- 
ferred  
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IfanhaU — continued.  Pwe* 
bill  reported  without  adendment,  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  131 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  134 
Martin,  Luther,  the  Senate  refused  to  admit,  u 

counsel  for  John  Smith  -      -      -      -  61 
Uaiyland,  notice  of  a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of 

Congcesa  to  certaia  acts  of  the  State  of  -  332 
the  bill  presented,  including  acta  of  Georgia 
also,  and  read  twice       ....  356 
'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  369 
Mathers,  James,  Sergeant-at-Arms,  authorized  to 

employ  aasistants,  &,c.   -      •      -      -  II 
extra  compensation  allowed  to  -      -      -  379 
Hathewson,  Elieha,  of  Rhode  Island,  in  place  of 

James  Fenner,  took  his  seat  -      -      -  33 
KacUy,  Samuel,  examination  of,  in  the  case  of 

Aartm  Burr  46S 
Uaigit  Colonel,  R.  J.,  certificate  of,  referred  to  in 

the  testimony  of  General  WiikinsoQ      -  607 
Uercer,  John  Fenton,  deposition  ol^  in  the  case 

of  Aaron  Burr,  649 

Keasage,  the  President's  annual       .       .       -  14 
three  hundred  copies  of  the  same  ordered  to 
be  printed     ......  18 

motions  for  reference  of  said  Message  -      •  19 
^  recommendbg  an  embai^o       .      -      -  50 
commnntceting  information  respecting  the 

Detroit  Indians     .      .      .      -      -  S5 
treaties  with  certain  Indian  tribes      •       ■  101 
in  relation  to  the  Cumberland  Road  .      -  131 
^  confidential,  with  letters  from  our  Ministersin 

France  and  Great  Britain       ...  ISO 
recommending  an  augmentation  of  militarf 
force, 'Ac.      -       -       -       -       -  -151 

relating  to  certain  parcels  of  ground  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans     •      -      -  .157 
^transmitting  copies  of  betltgercnt  decrees   -  170 
in  relation  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West 

Point  171 

.  transmitting  various  documents  relating  to 
foreign  negotiations,  of  which  five  hundred 
copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed   -      -  174 
rdatmg  to  the  difficulty  of  executing  the  act 

for  fortifying  ports  and  harbors      -      •  175 
in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  respect- 
ing the  letter  of  Judge  Nimmo      •      -  236 
transmitting  a  letter  from  the  British  &nroy> 
on  the  subject  of  Mississippi  lands  -       -  376 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House,  BDp< 
pleioental  to  the  act  relating  to  lend  in, 
read  three  times  and  passed   -  381 
Military  Academy,  a  bill  presented  in  relation  to 

the,  and  read  ...  -  .  176 
read  a  secmd  time  .  -  -  -  -  177 
flirther  consideration  postponed  to  next  aet- 

■itm  360 

MiHtaiy  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pope 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  any  addition  to  the,  is  necessary  36 
a  bill  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  aine- 
teenth  section  of  the  act  relating  to  the, 
was  read  twice,  ordered  to  a  third  reading  100 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .       -       -  101 
a  bill  from  the  Hoose  for  support  of  the,  for 

180^  nad  ISO 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  151 
reported  wiUiout  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  .  -  •  •  •  152 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed    •      -      -  163 


Page. 

Militaiy  Force,  Mr.  Giles  presented  a  bill  author- 
izing an  additional,  read  twice,  refened  -  ICS 
reported  and  recommitted  -  155 
reported  with  amendments       ...  1&7 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- ~ 

meats  ifio 
read  a  tliird  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  161 
returned  60m  the  House  with  amendmente  38ft 
the  House  amendments  agreed  to     -      -  3S8 
a  bill  from  the  House  for  support  of  the  ad- 
ditional, for  1808,  twice  read  and  referred  377 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third  ' 
time  and  passed    .      -      -      -      .  37S 
Military  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House  to 
extend  the  time  for  issuing  and  locating^ 
readafiiatuidsee(nid  time,  and  refiured-  16> 
rqiorted  without  amenddient,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -      -      ■    /  ■      -  163 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  163 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  sapplemen. 
tery  to  the  act  fiztng  a,  read  twice  and 
referred  46 
reported  and  recommitted  -      -      -      -  47 
again  reported  witbont  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  -      ...  49 
read  a  tlurd  time,  and  recommitted    -      -  49 
reported  with  amendments        ...  49 
ordeied  to  be  engrossed  as  amended  -      -  61 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •      -      •  63 
Militia,  a  bill  from  the  House  authorizing  a  de- 

tadiment  from  the,  read  twice  and  referred  163 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were 

agreed  to  -  -  -  -  -  .170 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  17% 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  174 
the  PrMident  transmitted  a  statement  of  the  174 
a  Mil  from  the  House  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping the  whole  body  of,  twice  read  and 
referred  -  870 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .....  378 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  376 
Miner,IsraeI,  ezsmination  of,  in  the  case  of  Aaron 

Burr  446 

crOBB-examination  of  •  ....  443 
Mint,  the  President  transmitted  a  report  of  the 

Directors  of  the  7^ 

a  Irill  from  the  House  to  prolong  the  contin- 
uance of  the,  at  Philadelphia,  read  -      -  167 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •       -  170 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -  173 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  170 
Hitehill,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  neeesnty  of  Im- 
mediate prepaHtions  fbr  defence     -      •  37 
remarks  of,  in  the  caM  of  John  Smith-       41,  68 
speech  of,  on  the  bHI  to  punish  treason  and 
other  crimes  -  109 
Monument,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  remit  the 

duties  on  a  naval,  read  twice,  and  referred  153 
reported  with  amendments        -  164 
amendments  and  bill  ordored  to  a  third  read- 
ing  I6» 

read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed  as  amended  -  160 
the  House  disagreed,  to,  and  the  Senate  re- ' 
ceded  from  the  amendmenia  -  161 
Morgan,  General  John,  evidence  of  in  the  ease 

of  Aaron  Burr      .      .      -      .      -  431 
croea^xamination  of  -      -      •      •      -  4SS 
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Vorgiiit  C<4onel  George»«TidMiceof,  in  the  cue 

of  Aunm  Barr  436 

crosi^zainination  of-  -  •  -  -  438 
Malford,  Lieutenant  C,  evidence  of,  as  to  the 

ehaneter  of  Brnff  624 

■olhoUan,  John,  examination  of;  in  the  caae  of 

Aaron  Ban  -  469 

ciioaa>«zaminatton  of;-  ....  473 
MeCaJl,  Archibald,  petition  of,  waa  preaented  and 

laid  on  the  uUe  33 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Treanu^ 
report  and  drawbacks    ....  120 
MeCormick,  ReTerend,  Mr.,  election  of;  u  Chap- 
lain  88 

extra  oompeoaation  allowed  to  -  -  -  879 
KeDtfw^i  Jamea,  exawinttion  «^  in  the  eaie  of 

Aanm  Burr  4S0 
ereea-examination  of  -      -      •      -      •  46S 
■cFariand,  William,  Mr.  Pope  oflerad  a  reatda- 

tion  to  ieiae  a  iobpcena  to     -      -      -  98 
HcKee,  Colonel  John,eTidenceof;i&  the  caaeof 

Aaron  Burr  •  643 

lettera  from,  to  General  Wilkinion,  referred 
to  in  the  tectimonj  of  the  latter   -      •  644 

N. 

Nanjemoy,  notice  of  a  bill  to  change  the  name 

ofthe  diatrictof  369 

the  bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      -  869 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied   ...  37S 
ntamed  from  Uie  Honae,with  amendmenta, 
which  were  concurred  in      -      -      -  378 
Kfttional  Defence,  speech  of  Mr.  Httehill,  urging 

preparatione  for     -----  S7 
Navy,  a  bill  from  the  Houaa,  fbr  aupport  of  the, 
for  1807,  read  flrat  and  eeoond  timeis  ai^ 

referred  33 

'  rmorted  without  amendment  ...  37 
oraned  to  a  third  reading  •  ...  81 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  ...  33 
ftUUfitom  the  Hovsfe,fiMr  aupport  of  the,  for 

1808,  read  lOS 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  103 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  ttiird  reading  .      -      -      .      .  lOB 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  106 
New  Orleans,  the  President's  MeMage  in  rela- 
^M^to^ublic  grounds  in  the  ci^  o(,  waa 

Mr.  Giles  aakcd  that  thia  eominUtee  be  di»- 
cha^d  finun  its  oonnderation      •      -  860 

Newport,  Rhode  laland,  a  memorial  from  the 
fireemen  of  the  town  <d,  was  preaented  by 
Mr.  Mathewaon,  and  refccred  to  the  8e» 
retaryofWar  371 

Newspapers,  a  resolution  to  saj^y,  to  the  mem- 
bers, was  anbmitted      -      ...  3 
and  paaeid  11 

Nmt  York,  certain  leatdaiiona  ofthe  Iiegislatore 
of  the  State  of,  relatmg  to  the  penoaneat 
defence  of  the  port  of,  were  presented    20,  l&S 

Ninmo,  Matttuw*  the  President  transmitted  a 

letter  to  Itiin  from  Judge       -      •      -  186 
O. 

OUo,  Mr.  Tiffin,  nnder  instnietioiis,  sabnittad  a 
resolntien  fbr  a  committee  to  inqohre  into 
the  erpediennr  of  aathoriiiag  a  loan  of 
arms,  ccto  the  Bute  of      -      -      -  80 


Paine,  Thomas,  the  Preetdent  communicated  u 
address  of,  stating  bis  title  to  remnnen- 
tion  for  aerrices  rendered  during  dw  B«- 
Tolutionaty  war    •      -      -     .     .  m 
Parker,  Nahum,  a  Senator  frmn  New  Haap* 

shire,  took  his  seat        -  .     .  u 

Peaoe,  a  resolution  waa  submitted,  for  a  comaiit- 
tee  to  inquire  what  further  pvovision 
be  necessaiy  to  preserve,  ui  our  pMts  and 
harbors        ------  tl 

the  molation  was  adopted,  and  lafiened  ts 
the  committee  on  that  part  <tf  the  FMi- 
dent's  Message     -      •      .      .     .  S 
a  bill  to  that  effect  waa  preaentod,  and  read  M 
read  a  second  time    -      •      -      .     .  X 
amended  and  ordered  to  third  reading      -  M 
read  a  tliird  time,  and  passed  as  amended  ■  44 
Mr.  Bradley,  on  leave,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
more  efiectaal  preservation  4^  which  was 
twice  read,  and  ordered  to  a  third  lea^Dg  M 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      •     •  Ml 
Penal  Laws,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles  a  oomraittse 
was  ai^inted  on  so  much  of  the  Piair 
dent's  Meesage  as  relates  to  defects  in  tbt  81 
Peter,  George,  narrative  of,  referred  to  in  the  tes- 
timony of  General  Wilkinson        -     -  Sit 
Philadelphia,  the  petition  of  sundry  merchanti 
of,  praying  a  repeal  of  tlie  non^mportalion 
act,  waa  presented  -     -  M 

said  petition  waa  idbied  to  s  eelect  con> 
mittee  •      -      -      -    .-      -  .W 

Plymouth,  North  CaraUna,  notice  of  nbillto  maksk 

aportofentry      -      -      -      .     .  Ml 
the  lull  was  presented,  read  twke,  tad  or* 

dered  to  a  third  reading        -      .     .  W 
read  a  third  time,  and  paisod  -  • 

retained  from  the  House  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in      •      .     •  III 
Poindexter,  George,  evidence  o^  in  the  eaes  ef 

Aaron  Burr  -  -      .     -  W 

crosa^iamination  of  -      -      -      .     .  Ml 
Point  Judith,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  erect  a 

light-house  on,  was  read       •      .     •  Itt 
read  a  second  time,  and  refiarred       •     -  W 
r^rted  without  amendmoitt  and  «dand 

to  a  third  reading  -      •      -      .      •  IN 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •      .      ■  IM 
Poole,  Simeon,  evidence  ofL  in  the  ease  of  Aaton 

Barr    .......  411 

crose-ezamination  of-      -      >      -      .  441 

Pope,  J«im,  n  8en«t«  fiwn  Kentnc^,  tooh  Ui 

Beat  II 

remarks  of,  an  his  motion  for  a  sul^KBna  fbc 

Elias  Glover  M.  * 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  punish  treasooaad 

other  crimes  -  -  -  -  .  .  1)6 
speech  of,  in  the  ease  of  John  Smith  -  • 
Fortland,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  autborias  tha 
Pre^dent  to  exchange  the  lands  vrhavs 
tiu  fort  and  battery  now  stand,  in  the 
town  of,  (ca  a  more  enitabU  site,  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed  -  .     .  Ml 

Ports  and  Harbors,  so  much  of  the  PiesidenA 
Message  as  related  to  the  defence  itf,  ww 
referred  to  a  select  committee        •     -  " 
said  committee  reported  a  bill  fbr  the  moie 

effectual  defence  of,  whidi  waa  read      -  ^ 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  pos^onad    •  4l;4T,4l 
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a  bill  from  the  House  tupplementat?  to  the 

act  for  jbrtifjing,  waa  pnaented  >  -  6S 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  -  •  -  S8 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  -  63 
the  bill  recommitted  ....  -  M 
and  reported  with  amendmenta,  which  were 

agreed  to-.  ----64 
another  amendment  waa  proposed,  and  not 

a^eedto  66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  a«  amended  -  68 
read  a  third  time,  and  p^jued,  ai  amended  •  64 
Foitmaater  General,  a  report  from  the,  in  obe* 

dienee  to  law  ...      -  66 

Poat  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  alter  and 

establish  certun,  was  read     -  ■  -  3SS 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  368 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  postponed 

to  next  session  .....  370 
notiee  of  a  bin  to  establish  certain  •  •871 
a  1»U  from  the  Uonae  to  artabliah  certain*  in 

Georgia,  waa  read  ....  876 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  376 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  •  377 
Potomac,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  anthoriie  the 

erection  of  a  bridge  over  the,  was  read  -  46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  •46 
reported  with  amendmenta,  which  were  read  46 
bill  and  amendmenta  reeommitted  •  -  47 
reported  with  an  amendment  48 
the  amendment  amended  and  agreed  to  •  48 
ftuther  conrideration  postponed  -  -  -  49 
a  motion  to  amend,  together  with  the  bill, 

again  postponed  49 

■ereral  amendments  adopted,  and  the  bill 

further  postponed  ...  -  -  61 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  aa  amended  •  63 
read  a  third  time,  and  again  postponed  •  6S 
third  reading  resomed,  and  the  bill  passed, 

as  amended  99 
a  remonstrance  from  the  Mayor  of  George^ 

town  against  the  paaaage  usaid  1^1-46 
Power,  Thomai,  evidence  of,  in  the  case  of  Aaron 

Burr  677 

Awident  of  the  United  States,  opinion  of  the 

Court  at  lUchmond,  on  Uie  motion  far  a 

writ  of  tubpema  duces  tecum,  againatthe  698 
Fzinting,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  direct 

Oie,  Of  certain  papers  accompanying  the 

F^dent*!  Message  of  the  32d  Mardi  -  176 
Proclamation,  the  Pieeident's,  convening  Con- 
gress  9 

PoUic  Buildings,  the  President  transmitted  a  re- 
port of  the  Surveyor  of  the  ...  174 
Pahhe  Ground.   (See  New  Orleana.) 


Querist,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Adama,  the  Secretary 
waa  directed  to  obtain  a  certified  cmiy  of 
tiw  papers  nnder  the  signature  and  also 
a  file  of  the  lUchmond  Enqninr  for  the 
year  1807    93 

QuOTom,  inteidiange  of  notice  that  the  two  Hotwes 

of  Congreaa  bare  fonned  a    -      -       10, 11 

R. 

Mmi,  Mr^  remarks  of;  on  Mr.  Pope's  fsbpcsna 

reaidtttien    ...      -      -      -  96 


Page. 

Rerenne  Bonds,  a  bill  from  tiM  House  extending 

the  credit  on,  was  read  .      .      -      •  160 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred       •      -  l&S 
reported  without  amendment    ...  163 
tha  Senate,  after  a  third  reading,  concurred  163 
Roada  -and  Canak,  a  report  from  the  Treasury 

respecting,  waa  referred  to  a  committee  -  207 
a  rqwrt  from  add  committee  was  presented  33S 
Robinaon,  Jonathan,  from  Vermont,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hiaseat  •  -  -  -  -  10 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  for  a  conimittaa 
on  |kational  defence  -  •  -  -  81 
Rules,  Mr.  Adama  moved  an  addition  to  the 
rulee,  vis :  the  appointment  of  a  commit* 
tee  of  three,  at  evary  seaaion,  to  audit  and 
( o  atnd  the  continsent  eKpanBea  of  the  Sen- 
ate  30 

the  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  audi  a  com- 
mittee appointed   •      •      >      •      •  81 

8. 

Saco,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  change  the  name 

of  a  district  to  that  of,  was  read  -  46 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  ■•46 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  46 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  .  47 
Salaries,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  continue  in 

force  the  act  relating  to,  waa  presented  -  76 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  79 
reported  with  amendments  79 
amendments  adopted,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  81 
read  a  tldrd  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -  83 
rettmied  from  the  Honsa  witti  disagreemeart, 

and  the  Senate  receded  ...  -  87 
Sapelo,  Georgia,  Mr.  Milledge  gave  notiee  of  a 

bill  to  erect  a  light-house  on  the  island  of  106 
the  bill  was  presented  and  read  .  -  •  106 
read  a  second  time  ...  -  -  108 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  136 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  138 
returned  from  the  House  with  amendments, 

and  referred  •.->•-  168 
agreement  reported,  and  the  report  eoMnt^ 

red  in-  -  -  -  -  •  -  168 
Seamen,  so  much  of  the  President's  MeaMge  as 

related  to  the  formation  of  the,  into  a 

special  militia,  was  referred  to  a  »elect 

committee  19 
a  bill  from  said  oommitlse,to  eatablish  a 

militia  o^  was  read  ....  168 
read  a  second  time  .....  160 
the  further  oonaideration  of  the  bill  post* 

poned  161 

aecond  reading  resumed,  and  the  bill  post- 
poned to  next  session  -  '  -  •  -  163 
Senate,  meeting  of  the  .....  9 
members  of  the,  in  attendance    9, 10, 10.  SO,  39, 

61,  63,  66,  80 
a  committee  of  three  appointed  to  audit  aiid 

control  the  contingent  ezprases  of  the  .  31 
Shaw,  Commodore,  ezamination  ol^  in  the  ease 

of  Aaron  Burr  .  -  -  •  -  •  665 
cross-examination  of  -  -  -  -  -  667 
the  depontion  of;  read  to  the  court  -  -  673 
ezamination  of,  in  relation  to  the  character 

of  Major  Bruff  605 

Simpson,  Tobias,  extra  compensation  allowed  to  879 
Sinldng  Fund,  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  106 
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Snuth,  Johnt  of  New  Yo^  ippeared  kbA  took 

his  MBt  20 

Smithi  John,  of  Ohio  ;  Mr.  Macla;  submitted  » 
resolution  for  a  committee  to  inquire, 
whether  be  ought  not  to  he  expelled  from 

the  Senate    -  89 

Mr.  M.'a  reiotntion  withdravn,  and  one  bj 


Mr.  ThruBton,  amended  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Jones,  adopted,  and  s  committee  ap< 
pointed  42 
md  committee  forthwith  reported  a  second 
resolution,  asking  for  authority  to  extend 
their  inquiries,  and  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  which  was  also  adopted      -       -  43 
the;  reported  also  another  resolution,  asking 
information  from  the  Preaident  in  relation 
to,  which  was  agreed  to         -       -      .  -  42 
a  letter  from,  to  his  colleague,  cOurUng  the 

inquiry  proposed,  was  read    -      -      -  40 
•  Message  from  the  President,  in  reply  to 
the  resolution,  asking  information  respect- 
ing, was  referred  to  the  said  committee  -  44 
Uie  committee  were  authorized  to  admit  the 

attendance  of  46 
the  committee  further  authorized  to  have  the 
papers  and  documents  touching  the  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of,  printed  -      •  46 
a  jeport  from  said  committee,  at  the  reading 

of  which,  he  is  required  to  attend   -      •  66 
a  resolation  for  the  expulsion  of,  closing  the 
said  report    ...      .      .      -  -62 

Mr.  Hillbonse  moved  for  the  printing  of  the 
answer  of,  bat  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Goodrich,  it  was  returned  to  the  respon- 
dent that  he  might  expunge  from  it  the 


exceptionable  matter  63 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  minutes  of  the 

eoramittee  were  read  -  -  •  .  66 
the  Senate  ordered  copies  of  papers,  dec.,  to 

be  furnished  to     .      •      .      -      -  80 

affidavit  of,  asking  time,  <Scc.     ...  81 

which  was  committed  to  a  select  committee  84 
•aid  committee  reported  a  resolution  fixing 

the  1st  of  March  for  final  action     -      -  86 

examination  of  witnesses  in  the  case  of     -  89 

the  report  of  the  last  committee  was  read  -  90 

and  adopted   92 

Mr.  Pope  moved  that  the  Secretary  issue  a 

•nhpoma  for  oertain  witnesses       -      .  93 
which  motion  was,  after  debate,  rejected    -  98 
oU  the  papers,  dec.,  in  the  case  of,  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Mr.  Harper  ad- 
mitted as  additional  counsel  for     -      -  153 
said  committee  make  a  report    -       .       .  164 
at  the  request  of  the  counsel  the  papers  are 
submitted  to  them,  and  the  case  post- 
poned 166 
tiie  depontion  of  Glover  given  to  the  counsel  166 
a  memorid  from  his  counsel,  a^ing  further 

time  164 

which  request  is  not  complied  with   -      -  166 
another  memorial  to  the  same  effect  was 
presented     ------  167 

and  a  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to  •  170 
the  argument  of  the  counsel  in  die  ease 

opened  -  179 
the  Senate  permitted  deporiU«u  to  be  read 
by  the  conniel     .....  I8O 


Smith,  John — continued,  Pafe. 


Mr.  Milledge  submitted  a  motion  that  cer- 
tain members  of  the  House  of  Representa. 
Uvea  may  be  requested  to  attend  the  Sen- 
ate, dtc   184 

numerous  depontions  in  die  case  were  read  185 
the  resolution  for  expulsion  of,  negatived  -  324 
a  letter  fi:om,  to  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  re- 
siding his  seat,  (note)  -  314 
the  Secretary  directed  to  fhmish  attested  co- 
pies of  certain  papers  to  ...  376 
Mr.  TilHn  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 

Secretary  settle  thfo  accounts  of  .  >  377 
which  resolution,  being  amended,  was  agreed 

to  -  378 

a  bill  was  presented  to  provide  for  payment 
of  certain  expenses,incurred  in  the  praae- 
cation  of  Uie  inquiry  into  the  conduct  o( 
and  read      ......  100 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading        -      -      -      -      ",  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  - '  -  101 
Smith,  Samuel,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to 

expel  John  Smith  ...  -  .40 
on  the  motion  to  allow  counsel  to  the  sam«  78 
an  anonymous  letter  addressed  to  him  ia 

mentioned  by  -  -  -  _  -  -  164 
on  the  time  allowed  to  said  Smith  -  -  180 
election  of,  as  President  pro  tempore  of  the 

Senate  -  963 

Smith,  Matthew,  and  Darius  Gates,  a  biU  from 

the  House  for  relief  of,  was  read  -  -  388 
read  a  third  time,  ond  referred  ...  360 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  371 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  378 
Smith,  John,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, affidavit  of,  in  the  case  of  AorMi 

Burr  68S 

Sparks,  Richard,  a  petition  of,  was  presented 

and  referred  to  a  committee   -  ITS 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of^  was  reported,  read 
three  times,  and  passed        ...  978 
State  Courts,  a  bill  from  the  House  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  to, 
&«.,  read     ......  368 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  969 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....  371 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  37S 
Stcpheno,  A.,  letter  from,  to  John  Peters,  referred 
to  in  the  testimony  of  Genenl  WilUnaon, 
in  the  case  of  Aaron  Burr      ...  560 
Suffirage^  a  bill  from  the  House  to  extend  the 
right  of,  in  Mississippi  Territory,  waa 

read  -45 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  •  •  45 
reported  withoat  amendment    ...  41 

postponed  49,  62,  63 

an  amendment  propooed   •      -      -      .  54 
pofltponed        ......  06 

amendment  adopted,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading        ------  64 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  64 
a  bill  from  the  House  to  extend  the  right  of^ 
in  Indiana  Territory,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred  -  129 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  >  >  .181 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  138 
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SnmiiMrit  nd  othan ;  Mr.Adu»  praMited  •  bill 

fat  relief  of,  which  wu  read  ...  332 
read  a  second  time,  end  referred  -  -  369 
reported  without  aaiendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading  364 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaied  ...  36B 
St.  Clair  General  Arthur ;  Mr.  Gregg  preaentcd 

a  petition  of,  which  waa  referred  -  106 

.  Aa  coBUuttce  made  raport  tharaoB  •  177 

T. 

Tftjlec,  Colonel  Jamea,  examination  of,  in  the 

case  of  John  Smith       -      -      -      -  80 
a  letter  from,  asking  compeaaatitm  as^  wit- 
MasinaaideaM  99 
Vajlor,  Peter,  evidence  of,  iu  the  Mao  of  AarM 

Burr  416 

cioss-ezamination  of  ■      -      -      -      -  4S0 
Ttaawall,  1^  W.,  (a  grand  jnror  in  the  case  of 
Aaron  Burr.)  an  argument  before  the 
court  as  to  the  propriety  of  examining   -  637 
examination  of,  under  deciaioo  of  the  coart  639 
Tannessee,  a  resolution  submitted  to  aoiboriw 

the  State  of^  to  reduce  the  price  of  land*  11 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committea 

appointed  to  inquiry  dbc      -      •      •■  31 
a  bill  from  the  House  su^lMnental  to  the 
act  regulating  granla  of  land,  and  provi- 
ding  for  the  disposal  of  the  aame,  south  of 
the  State  of,  was  read   -      -      -      •  M 
read  a  second  time,  and  relerred       -      -  lib 
reported  with  aniMidments,  which  were 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  79 
read  a  third  time,  and  paased  as  amended  -  81 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
ebiiaia  dori*ad  under  North  CafpUnat* 
landa  within  the  State  of  •  -  -  104 
a  bill  i^iorled,  and  read  .  •  .  -  167 
i«ad  a  second  time  -  170 
a  motion  to  amend  postponed   -  173 

the  bill  recommitted  177 

reported  with  ameDdmants       -      -  -186 
amendmenu  agreed  to,  and  otderad  to  a  third 
leading        ......  307 

read  a  third  tim«t  and  passed  aa  amended  -  S86 
Toritoriee,  a  bill  from  die  Bouse,  allowing  addi- 
tional compensation  to  the  Seoretaries  of 
certain,  was  read  33 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred      -      -  84 
reported  without  amendment    •      •      -  38 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      •      -      -  48 
read  a  third  time,  and  pused     .      -      -  43 
nwrp,  William,  a  joint  deposition  of,  referred  t» 

io  evidenoe,  in  the  case  of  Aaron  Buir  -  ff78 
ThrastoB,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolitfion  to 

expel  John  Smith  -      -      -      •      40, 41 
yifpp,  Edward,  Senator  from  Ohio,  took  his  seat  10 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  he  ii  sworn  in  the 

case  of  Smith  90 

l^Siial^,  Captain  Samuel,  examination  of,  as  to 

tiie  character  of  General  Eaton  -  -  669 
Todd,Judga,ezaminationor,incaaeof  A.  Burr  -  641 
Trncj,  Xi'mh,  a  resolution  in  honor  of  the  meia- 

oryof  30 

TrcatoD,  &c,  Mr.  Giles  reported  a  lull  topunirii, 

which  was  read  -  ...  -  105 
read  a  second  time  -  106 
bill  read  bj  sections,  and  debated  -  •  108 
aaooiid  rauing,  and  debate  r^umed  •      -  183 


Tiaaaon,  Ac. — conlinoed.  Paga. 
a  motion  to  postpone  indefinitely,  loot      •  189 
the  bill  was  referred  to  a  committee  -  .169 
reported  with  amendments       ...  163 
aBendments  agreed  to      -      •      -      -  171 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  ae  amended      -  177 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  307 
Treasurer,  the  gtOMral  aooottnt  of  tha,  commo- 

nicated        -      -      -      •      -      -  87 
Treasury,  annual  report  of  du  Bacretiy  of  the, 

ordacad  to  be  printed     •     '•      -      •  SS 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolntion  of  last  session  -      •  M 
a  report  from,  under  the  provisions  of  the 

act  relating  to  derks  88 
a  report  from,  in  obedience  to  the  act  regu- 
lating foreign  coina      -      -      •      -  89 
Tmxtan,  Commodore,  evidence  of,  in  the  ease 

of  Aanm  Brt     .....  410 

eioss^xamiiMtion  of,  by  Mr.  But    •      -  414 
Taraet,  PkUip,  a  petition      waa  referred  Io  a 

committee    ......  139 

a  bill  for  rahef  el,  waa  presented,  and  twiee 

read  167 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  160 

'  read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  160 
Turnpike,  notice  of  a  bill  to  establish  a,  in  Alex- 
andria county,  D.  0.     •      •      •      •  889 

abiUbToaghttii,aDdread-      -      -      -  tt9 

read  a  second  time,  «nd  ordered  to  n  tUrd 
reading        ......  861 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  364 
retnraed  from  tha  Heoae  with  an  amand- 

ment  868 

the  amendment  of  the  House  concurred  in  889 
Tybee  Island,  (Georgia,)  an  act  of  cession  of  the 
Bute  of  Gw^a  to  the  United  Sutea  of 
a  Ugbt-honae  on,  waa  aent  for  file  to  the 
Stata  Bapartmoit  -      .      •      -      -  31 

V. 

Van  Home,  Gabriel  G.,  erideMO  ot  in  tka  ease 

of  Aaron  Burr      .....  581 

Vice  Preaideat,  remarks  of  the,  on  giving  his 
casting  vote  agaiiut  postponing  the  ques- 
tion on  the  raaolntion  to  expal  John 

Smith  18S 

retirement  of  the,  from  tha  Chair  of  the 
Senate,  for  tha  remainder  of  the  sesnon  -  883 

W. 

Wagflo  Road ;  Mr.  Pope,  under  instructions,  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution,  relative  to  the  open- 
ing of  a,  from  the  Ohio  river,  to  intmeet  * 
tha  toad  from  Cincinnati  toFoit  Waynet 
wUdi  was  r^arrad  to  «  commiUea  •      -  189 
the  committee  presented  a  bill  to  that  effeot, 

which  waa  read     ....      -  150 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 

.  oonsideiation        .....  163 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  180 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted     -       -  160 
Walback,  Captain  I.  B.,  deposition  of,  referred 

to  in  the  testimony  of  General  Wilkinson  886 
Wallace,  David  C,  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of 

Aaron  Burr  603 

cross-examination  of-  -  -  -  •  504 
Wallace,  Robert,  testimony  o(  in  tha  ease  of 

Aaron  Burr  606 

cioss-«xaminalion  of       ....  600 
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War*  report  of  Um  Seetetaij  of^  resting  to  hu 

clerks  99 

Waters  of  the  United  Statea,  a  committee  was 
appointed  on  bo  much  of  the  President'* 
Message  as  related  to  outrages  committed 
b;  British  armed  reasebt  within  the      -  10 
a  Iml  reUtiiig  thezete  wai  praaantad,  and 

read  34 

read  a  aaoond  time,  and  pMtptmad    -      -  S8 
Welch,  Stephen  W.,  endenee  o^  in  the  case  of 

Aaron  Barr  ------  463 

Weld,  Edward,  and  Samnel  Beebee,  a  bill  from 
the  Honae  for  the  relief  o^  was  twke 
read,  and  referred  -       -       -       .       .  189 
reported  with  amendmeats       ...  134 
unendroentaagreed  to,  and  orderad  tofttbiid 

reading-      -  18fi 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed  aa  amondad  -  149 
CKMB-ezamination  of  .....  464 

WellBt  WiUiam,  the  petition  ot,  waa  prearatod, 

and  referred  38 

a  bill  granting  right  of  pra-empdon  to,  was 

presented,  and  read  twice      -      -      -  186 
oraered  to  a  third  reading  -  160 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  161 
re  tamed  from  the  House  with  amendments, 
which  were  concorrad  in      •      -      •  16S 
Weatam  Territory,  an  anthentieatad  copy  of  lha 
■■■rian  by  North  Caiolina,  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  be  filed  in  the  Department  of 

State  SI 

Waat  Ptrint,  a  Message  &om  the  Preaident,  relat- 
ing to  the  Academy  at,  referred     •      -  17S 
Wkite,  Mr.,  addreas  of;  announcing  the  death  of 

John  Dickinson    .....  188 
White,  William,  letter  fiom,  to  Oolooel  Andrew 

Btttk,  (in  the  eaae  of  Aaron  Burr)  -      -  578 
Whiting,  Sami^el,  a  biU  from  the  House  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred      -      -  180 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  thiid  reading  ....      -  181 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  134 
Wilkineon,  Oeneial  James,  a  debate  on  a  motion 
before  the  court  at  Richmimd,  in  the  trial 
of  Aaron  Borr,  for  ui  ■ttachment  ^ainit  896 
the  examination  of,  befbre  said  conrt  •      -  618 
-  a  letter  fVom,  to  Colonel  Cuahing,  referred 

to  in  his  testiraeuT      -  666 
a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  Wat,"  refer- 
red to  in  his  testimony  -      -  -  668 
instmctions  o(  to  Lieutenant  Pike,  referred 

to  in  his  testimony      ...      -  574 
Sxtiaetof  a  letter  from,  to  General  8.  Smith, 

nfcrred  to  fn  hia  teitimony  -  576 
general  morning  ordeia  of,  xttetni  to  in  hia 

.testimony  676 

letter  from,  to  Major  BmC  lef^rted  to  in 
his  testimony-      .....  606 
'     his  explanation  of  Major  Bniff's  testimony  -  609 
opinion  of  the  Conrt  on  the  motion  for  an 
attadunent  against       ....  707 
Willie,  Charles,  o^ion  of  the  Conrt  on  the  qnes- 
tiwi  irf  hia  being  compiled  to  anawer  em- 
tain  qneatioas      .....  764 


T.  Peca. 
Teas  and  Nays,  en  an  amendment  of  the  UD  te 

the  preservation  of  peace,  dec.  .  .  44 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -  -  -  44 
on  the  question  of  referring  the  Philadel^iia 

memorial  to  a  select  committee  -  •48 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Embargo  bill  •  SO 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  aame  -  M 
on  the  final  passage  of  aaid  bill  •  -  •  SI 
on  a  propoeed  amendment  to  the  IqH  for  §af 

tifyiog  porta  and  hatfaors      .      .      .  u 
on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  trill  extend- 
ing the  right  of  aofflage  in  Misriaaippi  Tei* 

ritory    -  -  64 

on  the  final  passage  of  aaid  bill  •  -  -  64 
on  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  sspplement- 

al  embargo  bill  -  .  -  .  .  M 
on  a  motion  to  fiimish  John  Smith  cofiet  of 

the  papers  in  his  case  -.  .  .  -  M 
on  the  reaoliition  fixing  the  time  of  final 

hearing  ivaaid  eaae  .  .  -  .  88 
on  motion  to  iaaoe  sttbpcenaa  in  the  aame  -  98 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  biU  reiat- 

ing  to  balances     -  -  88 

on  tile  final  passage  o(  the  Potomac  Bridge 

•ttll  89 

on  the  questron  of  reading  the  memorial  1^ 

Daniel  Ludlow  and  others  ...  106 
on  amending  the  hiO  rakting  to  Oircoit 

Courts  -188 

on  amending  the  lull  remitting  AadBtiaa  Mi 

the  naval  monnnent     ....  108 
■  on  amending  the  lull  to  punish  treaaon  and 

other  crimes  158 
on  a  motion  to  postoone  the  case  of  Johtt 

Smith  to  the  1st  of  April  -  -  -  170 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  relating  to 

debentures  178 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bBl  to  paniah 

treason  ana  other  crimea  ...  887 
on  a  motion  to  amend  the  hill  conceiniug 

courts  martial,  dtc.  -  836,858 

on  the  resolution  to  expel  John  Smitii  from 

the  Senate  384 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  oonoemaiig 

pubHe  contracts  .....  8SS 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bUI  eoneendnc 

eonrts  martial,  dec  ....  888 
on  amending  tiie  bill  rriating  to  mupemutm 

of  the  embargo  ....  -  884 
on  the  final  passage  of  aaid  bill  -  -  -  868 
on  amending  the  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act 

laying  an  embargo  -  369 
on  the  third  reading  of  aaid  bill  -  •  -  87t> 
on  fbe  final  passage  of  the  sanw  -  >  871 
on  the  final  passage  of  tiie  biU  allering  tta 

time  for  tin  next  meeting  of  Congreaa  •  378 
OB  amending  die  biU  relating  to  the  eqo^ 

ment  of  the  frigates  and  other  Teaaala  •  STS 
on  the  final  passage  of  die  bill  for  arming  Aa 

whole  body  of  militia  -      -      -  318 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  biO  relathig  to  ' 

equipment  of  vessels  of  wax  -  -  .  317 
on  a  motion  to  make  good  a  dafldt  in  the 

api^priatioDs      ....  879,888 
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A.  Page. 
AoMonti,  appoinltDent  of  the  CommittM  of  -  794 
A^tiwf'  militwy  force,  a  bill  making  ap(ao^- 

attoM  ibr  the  aupport  of  an,  raaa  twice,  and 

ecwuuitted    ......  S180 

ordered  to  a  third  leadinf  .      -      •      •  SS&8 
read  a  third  time,  and  pawed    ...  SS60 
dte  aet  approved      .....  SB68 

A^jowiiBent,  Mr.  Dawaon  aubnitled  a  i«m1»> 

tio^  relating  to  •  .  .  -  .  1614 
tbe  reaolotioQ  negatiTed  ...  -  1678 
another  on  the  aamo  tabject,  debated,  and 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1844 
Botioe  from  the  Senate  of  ft  jnnt  ecHBmiltee 

Ml  ttte  aabjeet  of  -  -  -  -  -  1888 
wtU  reialHtion  agreed  to,  and  •  wwittee 

ai^cunied     ......  1897 

i«|iort  from  aaid  oomnittee  read  ...  20>I 
a  jmnt  reiiolatitMi  from  the  Senate  fixing  the 

SSth  April  for,  agre^  to  -  -  -  S067 
a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  tbe  Preadent 

in  relation  to,  appointed  -  tS74 
report  of  laid  committee  ....  2384 
a  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  WiUiain*  for,  £tom 

Fridaj  to  Mondqr,  negatived       .  .061 
JUviniitration,  leeelationa  of  the  LefUattua  of 

KentDcky,  ezprening  confidence  in  the 

preaent,  commonieated  by  tbe  Senate  -  1723 
AggraafrioDi  within  oar  porta  uid  harbon,  Ac, 

a  report  relating  to—     -             .  -2888 
papeca  relating  to,  commonieated  bj  the  Sec- 
retary of  SUte  tSBl 

Alnander,  Mr^  remarka     on  Mr.  Qoin^r'a  mo- 
tion rrialin^  to  ^tack  en  the  Cheaapeake  811 
on  the  memonal  relating  to  Taxoo  dauaa  -  1996 
on  the  mpplamentary  embargo  bill    •  .1673 
Alg;im,nunorof  a  declaration  of  war  bytbe  Dey 

0^  comntmicated  by  the  Freaident  -  -  1696 
a  Metaage  from  the  Preaidettt,  eontradieting 

the  nid  rumor  .....  1616 
report  of  the  committee  appuntod  on  the  Me^ 

aage  firatmentionad  ....  2274 
docomente  eonceining  onr  relatiwa  with  .3842 
letter&om  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  taa- 

mittee  on  the  a£bira  of  •  -  .  -  2846- 
Allen,  William,  letter  frmn,  to  Mr.  Deleedemier  3398 
Alatoa,  Mr.,  motion  of,  relating  to  ohargea  made 

against  Mr.  Van  Zandt  ....  784 
remarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  appoint  stand- 

iug  committeea  789 

on  amending  the  reaoIatiMi  to  leler  die  Pre- 

ndent'a  Maaaage  .....  796 
on  rrierring  a  Inll  of  lait  aaansn  to  «  enn- 

mittee  .SOS 

on  die  motion  relating  to  tho  ^tack  on 

GkM^aako  -      -  -      •  809 


Alston,  Mr.,  remarka  ot-.contiuaed. 

on  the  naTy  appropriations 
on  the  Maryland  contested  c 


Page. 

-  840 

election   -      •  890 
on  the  motion  to  call  for  a  copy  of  the  Prea- 

ident's  Proclamation  -  -  -  -  996 
on  hia  motion  to  refer  the  Phtladdhphia  me* 

motiat  to  a  Committee  <tf  the  Whole  -  008 
on  the  reaolution  idating  to  fbrtificatiana  and 

gtiaboata  ....  -  991, 999 
on  the  resolution  Sag  arming  the  wbda  body 

of  militia  -  -  .  1029,  10S6, 1064 
on  a  motion  of  inquiry  concerning  salt  -  1310 
on  a  motion  in  relation  to  the  Mediterranean 

fbnd  1314 

on  tbe  snpplementsiy  embargo  bill  -  -  1346 
on  Mr.  BandohiVs  reeolntion  relating  toGen- 

enl  Wilfcinaon     1362, 1817, 1860, 1867, 1410 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Ya- 
zoo memorial        -      -      -      -  1378,1434 
speech  of,  retorting  on  Mr.  Rowan     -      •  1446 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate'a  amendment  to 

the  salary  Irill  1404 

on  tiie  motiom  to  remove  the  seat  of  Gorcm- 

ment    -      -  1673 

on  the  bill  relating  to  pnblic  contracts  1618,1710 
on  the  bill  fbr  support  of  the  Military  Estab* 

Hriunent  1684 

in  defence  of  Captain  Pike  •      -  -  1068 

on  tiie  additional  ArmylriU  ...  I9S4 
on  appointing  a  committee  to  tmpeadi  Jndge 

Bmln   3069 

on  tiie  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  Judge  Innes   3349 

Anerican  Seamen,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to,  which  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  •  -  -  1888 
another  resolution,  by  the  same,  calling  on 
the  Seoretarjr  of  the  Treasoiy  for  aatate- 
ment  of,  whidi  was  adopted  .      .      -  1884 

Anns,  Mr.  Burwell  submitted  a  motion  that  the 
Committee  en  the  liniitaTT  and  Naval  Bin 
taUishnanti  be  instructed  to  inqnire  into  ■ 
tbe  CTpedHoncy  of  porcbaiing  an  addi- 
titmal  nondmr  of  -      -      -      •      '  1680 
which  motioDt  after  debata  therem,  wee 
agreed  to      -----      -  1698 

a  resolution  reported  by  said  committee,  and 

a  bill  in  purmanoe  thereof  ordered  -      -  1614 
a  Ult  authoriang  the  purchase  of  addiliMial, 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...  1617 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      -  1684 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    .      -      -  1689 
ntnmed  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1741 
which  amendmenta  won  agreed  to   •      •  1744 
,     thoactasiVpnived  .      .      .      -      •  S888 
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Anna  and  Ordnance,  on  motion  of  Mr>  Dawion, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  selling  to  the  States 
■uch  as  may  be  parted  witji   ...  864 
a  report  thereon,  in  part,  presented  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole      -  947 
considered  and  postponed  -  1696 
resolution  to  eell,  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  or- 
dered  1697 

bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed   -  1713 
■mended,  and  ordered  to  lis  for  considera- 
tion  1721 

difcussion  on  the  bill  ....  1743 
•mended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1744 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  174S 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 

which  were  agreed  to  -  -  -  1872 
Hr.  Morrow  offered  a  resolution  to  author- 
ize the  loan  of,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  which 
wai  referred  to  8  Committee  of  the  Wbole  1463 
first  resolution,  embracing  arms,  agreed  to ; 
and  the  second,  relating  to  ordnance,  re- 
jected  1771 

a  bill  presented  in  pursuance  of  the  first  re- 
•olation,  read  twice,  and  committed        -  1801 
Anaatrong,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  Comptroller,  in  trust,  the  amount 
of  certain  bills  drawn  by,  &c  -  917t 
bill  read  twice,  aod  committed  -  2173 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -  2S72 
•      the  act  as  passed  and  approved  ...  2869 
Anny  of  the  United  States,  certain  leaolatiopa 
relating  to  the,  presented  by  Mr.  Tall- 
madge,  were  agreed  to  •       -       -       •  957 
a  latter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  concern- 
ing the   1018 

Mr.  McCreery  presented  the  petition  of  Amoa 
Stoddard  and  othera,  officen,  &c.,  sta- 
tioned on  the  Weatem  frontier!,  praying 
an  increaae  of  pay»  which  wu  referrra  to 
the  CommUtee  of  the  Wbole  -      -      -  1068 
a  report  thereon  read  and  referred     -  .1150 
a  resolution  to  increase  the,  was  agreed  to  -  1471 
Mr.  Dawson  presented  a  bill  to  that  cfiact, 

which  was  twice  read,  and  committed  '  -  ISIS 
a  Message  from  the  President  in  relation  to 

an  increue  of  the  -  ...  .1690 
tb.6  Committee  of  the  Wbole  on  Mr.  Daw. 
son's  bUl  were  discharged,  and  the  Ull 
and  Message  referred  to  die  Mffitaiy  and 
Naval  Committee  -  .  .  .  .  isn 
ibk  Dawson  reported  a  bill  authoriiiBg  an 
addiUonal,  which  was  twice  read,  and  refer- 
red     -      -      -      .      -      -      .  1696 

the  bill  discussed  1714 

the  bill  committed  to  the  Committee  of  Ike 

Whole  1874 

eidered  to  a  third  readily;  ....  I884 

ArtiHery,  a  resolution  hy  Mr.  Randolph  to  provide 
fer  procuring  a  tram  of  field,  was  refi»rred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -      -  1005 
and  agreed  to  ......  10O6 

Mr.  Dawson  reported  a  hill '  for  procuring  a 
formidable  train  of,  which  was  read  twice, 

and  referred  1464 

the  bUl  discussed     .....  17$8 


Page. 

Assistant  Cleik,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindley,  it 

was  resolred  to  appoint  an     .      ~      .  ISM 

Associate  Reformed  Presbvterians  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  Mr.  Findley  presented  t^e 
petition  of  Joseph  Nourse  and  others,  pray, 
ing  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Church  of, 
referred  to  a  committee  -  Ott 
a  bill  reported  by  said  committee,  read  twieef 
'  and  committed     .....  isu 

Auckland,  Lord,  letter  from,  to  Messrs.  Monroe 

and  Pinkney  SUt 

(See  Holland,  Lord.) 

Augusta,  Maine.   (See  PlymoiAkt  Noiik  CotoIim) 

B. 

Bacon,  Mr.,r«natka  of,  mfertiltealioDB  and  goa- 

boats    ......      .  ggg 

speech  of,  on  arming  the  whole  body  of  the 

militia  IMO 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  -  lOST 
on  the  Boston  memorial  -  -  -  -  |  ITS 
on  the  BOpplementary  embargo  bill  -  1S47, 16ST 
on  the  Yazoo  memorial  ....  isgl 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  General  Wil- 
kinson  1S61,  lS»t.  14M 

on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Elections  in  the  ease  of  Mr. 

Key  UM 

on  removing  the  seat  of  Ghmmmept  -  -  ISflS 
on  the  resolution  for  the  purchase  of  arms  -  1581 
on  his  motion  to  hear  Mr.  Key  -  1601 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  our 

foreign  relations    .      -      .      .      .  iMi 
remaAs  o(  on  the  bill  rriadng  to  eoute  mar- 
tial, &g.   175S.  17«B 

on  the  artillery  bill   -      •      -      -       -  1769 
on  the  case  of  Judge  Innea       ...  Ugg 
Bulie,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  present- 
ed, read  twice,  and  committed       -      -  IMi 
Bank  of  the  Unitpd  States,  Mr.  J.  Clay  preeent- 
ed  the  petition  of  the  stockholders  of  the, 
jvaying  an  extension  of  tiietr  diarter, 
which  was  referred  to  die  Committee  of 

the  Whole  isn 

Baptist  Congregation,  (City  of  Wadungton.) 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Darby,  the  petition  of 
the,  heretofore  presented,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  -  M9 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   9S1 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  '  -  956 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  9Sf 
returned  fiom  the  Senate  with  amendmento  17il 
tile  bill  and  amMidments  deferred  to  a  edeet 
-  committee  I74K 
report  thereon  read,  and  with  the  Mil  com- 
mitted to  Ae  Committee  of  die  Whole   -  1771 
postponed  indefinitely       -  2280 
Barbary  Powers,  Mr.  Alston  presented  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force  (he  first  section  of  the 
act  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
against,  which  was  read  twi<»,  and  «Hn- 

mitted  IMS 

read  a  third  time,  and  pamei  -  -  .  issi 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 

ment  1434 

which  amendment  was  agreed  to      -      -  146S 
the  act  as  approved  ....      -  3819 
Barbae,  Jodiua,  a  letter  fiom,  to  Judge  lanee  •  S761 
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Birclay,  TtioiBM,  the  widow  td,  a  wolotion  was 
reported  ralative  to  the  claims  which 
was  adopted,  and  tbo  Committee  of  CIsima 
ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill       -      -      -  1527 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  pnaented,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -      -      .      .      .  1638 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2092 

lead  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  3iS6 
Btretto,  Francis,  Mr.  Mewum  iwesented  a  hi])  to 
diaeharge,  fram  impnsonment,  which  was 
recommitted  to  the  same  committee       -  1486 

an  amended  bill  pteaented,  read  twies,  and 
committed    ......  1857 

Barker,  Mr^  remarks  o(  on  the  Maijland  om- 

teeted  election  1837 

<m  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  -  1681 
Barney,  Joshua,  a  memorial  o^  contesting  the 
•lection  of  Mr.  IfoCreeiy,  of  Baltimoie, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
ti«s  799 

Hr.  Findley  made  a  report  in  part,  which 
was  refeired  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  817 

tbe  r^rt  read,  and  discoued   -  870 

Mr.  Montgomery  offered  an  amendment  to 
the  report     ......  890 

tlra  report  recommitted     -  950 

an  amendatory  report  presented       -      -  1054 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  1061 

the  rcMlutton  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  conSnning  Mr.  McCreety,  was 
agreed  to      -      -      -      -  -  1237 

Bamm,  Commodore  James,  note  from,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  copy  of  Vice 
Admiral  Berkeley's  orders  in  rdiUion  to 
the  frigate  Chesapeake  ....  S303 

note  from,  with  doscriptions  of  impressed 
seamen        ......  2313 

note  from,  detailing  the  attack  on  the  Ches- 
apeake        ■      ■      .      .      .      .  2314 

eorre^ndence  of,  with  the  Britidi  com- 
mander of  the  Leopard  •      -      -      -  2316 

proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  on  the 
conduct  of    •      -      •      .      •      .  2323 
Busett,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer 

the  Philadel{^  memorial      -  -  967 

on  withdrawing  the  said  motion        -      -  971 

on  his  second  resolution  relating  to  public 
contracts       -       -       -       ~*     .       -  1467 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  same  1684, 

2173 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  courts 
martial  -  1746 

Battore,  New  Orleans,  a  Inll  was  presented  re- 
linquishing to  the  Citj  of  Kew  Orleana 
the,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  1873 
discussion  on  the  bOI        -  3363 

Bajroa  Teche,  a  resolution  of  the  Legislative 
Council,  dtc,  of  Orleans  Territory,  pray- 
ing that  a  port  of  entry  may  be  established 
on,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures       -      -  .3118 

Beanftrt  Harbor,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 

filackledge,  reladve  to  the  defence  of    -  1379 

Beanmarchais,  Amelia  Eugenia  a  letter  from  the 
Secretuy  of  State,  with  a  memorial  of  the 
Frendi  Minister,  relative  to  the  claim  o^ 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claima  UTS 


Beanmarchais — continued.  Page, 
the  committee  reported,  and  were  discharged  237fi 
report  of  the  Attorney  General  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  on  the  claim  of      -      -  2603 
Beebee,  Samuel,  and  Edward  Weld,  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  proper  accounting  officers 
to  settle  the  accounts  of,  was  passed,  and 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  ordered        -  1379 
a  bill  for  relief  o^preaented,  read  twice,  and 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  •  1408 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  1614 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  1617 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1683 
which  were  agreed  to  .  -       -       -  1689 

Berkeley,  Vice  Admiral,  copy  of  the  orders  issued 

by,  io  relation  to  the  Chesapeake  -      -  230S 
Bibb,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  Maryland  contested 

election   889, 904 

on  his  motion  to  reject  the  Vaioo  fflemozial  1377, 

1388 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  Gen. 

Wilkinson  1449 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  salary  bill  1400 

on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  pn  the 

Yazoo  claims  ....  IQOS,  1604 
on  the  supplementary  embargo  Mil  •  -  1674 
on  the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  arms  -  -  1697 
on  arming  the  whole  body  of  militia  -  •  2195 
on  estaUishing  post  roads  in  Georgia  -  8346 
on  the  bill  to  reUnquish  the  Battnre  -  -  3256 
on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  mvalid  officers 

and  soldiers '  •  -  -  -  -  -  3378 
on  hts  resolution  recommending  home  man- 

u&ctures,  dec   3388 

Kddefeid,  dtc,  Mr.  Newton  reputed  a  lull  to 
change  the  name  of  the  District  o(  iriiidi 
was  read  twice,  and  committed      -      -  956 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1003 
read  a  thirS  time,  and  passed     ...  1006 
the  act  as  approved  .....  2814 
Biddle,  Samuel,  and  others,  (impressed  seamen,) 
the  Senate  communicated  the  petition  o^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

State  787 

BtacUedge,  Mr.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 

and  took  Ifis  sest  794 

was  op[>osed  to  the  motion  to  adjourn  from 

Friday  te  Monday        -      •      •  .051 
remarks  o^  on  the  Maryland  contested  elec- 
tion  1336 

OD  the  resolution  relating  to  General  Wilk- 
inson   -  1323 

on  arming  the  whole' body  of  militia  •  -  3194 
on  Mr.  Bibb*e  resolution  to  estaUish  poet 

roads  in  Georgia   -  3346 
on  referring  the  President's  Message  relating 
to  Britid^  land  claims    -  3363 
Blockades,  instructions  to  our  Envc^s  in  London 

in  relation  to        .....  2543 
Blotmt,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  appoint 

the  standing  committees  by  ballot  -      -  789 
on  Mr.  Quincy's  motion  relative  to  the  at- 
tack on  the  Chesapeake        -    808,  810,  814 
on  hie  motion  to  take  up  the  second  report 

of  the  oommittee  on  British  aggressions  -  963 
on  sundry  rcsolntiona  relating  to  the  Navy  -  084 
on  the  reaolntiont  rdating  to  fortifications 
•ndgnnboaU        -      •      -  986,993,998 
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Blount,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continned.  Page, 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  building  gunboat*  1061, 
1070  1072,  1077,  1078,  1080,  1087,  1166 
on  hu  moUon  to  postpone  the  Philadelphia 

memorial  -  1186 
mi  the  inqutr;  into  the  salt  datf  -  -1210 
on  the  port  and  harbor  bill  ...  1226 
on  the  Maryland  contested  election  -  -1236 
on  removing  the  seat  of  Govdrnment  -  1667 
on  renewing  Mr.  StoMt'a  moUon  on  that 

BUlgect  1670 

on  lha  additional  trmjr  Ull  -      -  1W8 

on  the  title  to  the  same     ....  8060 
on  arming  the  whole  body  ofthe  militia    -  S106 
a  note  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to   -  3310 
Boone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  confirmation  of  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  on  Missonri  riTer,  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa  1006 
Boeton,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  the  memorial  of 
nine  hundred  merchants,  dec,  o^  praying 
a  repeal  or  modification  of  the  non-itopeit- 

ation  act  1173 

whidi,  on  his  motion,  after  debate,  was  refer- 
red to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -      -  1176 
Boudierie,  Anthony,  Mr.  Holland  reported  a 
bill  to  ezteod  certain  privileges  to,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed      -      •  IS16 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1268 
Boundary  of  the  United  States,  a  paper  respect- 
ing the,  delivered  to  Lord  Hawkesbuiy  by 
Mr.  Monroe   2396 

Boyd,  Adani,ofNew  Jers^,  anew  member,  was 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat    -      -      -1 800 
Breckenridge,J.,andotheni,addressof  the  West- 
em  people    -  8776 
Brigga,  Isaac;  Mr.  Holmes  ^eaanted  a  bill  fiur 

the  relief  of,  i«ad  twice,  and  oomautted  -  1866 
British  Aggressions,  Mr.  Quincy  offered  a  rft- 
folntion  to  ask  for  a  copy  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Proclamation,  on  acoonnt  of       -  9S4 
the  resolution  adopted      ...      -  087 
a  Message  from  the  President  endosing  a 

copy  of  hie  Proclamation       ...  M7 
a  report  from  the  committee  on  so  mnc4k  of 
the  Presidant's  Message  as  related  to, 
was  read,  and  relerrod  to  An  Cmnmittee 
bf  die  Whole       .....  966 
the  report  discussed  -----  0S8 
two  letters  fh>m  the  Secretary  <rf'the  Hfvry 

to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on    -  983 
the  Committee  on,  report  two  rasolntions,  re- 
lating to  fortifications  and  gunboats      •  985 
British  Land  Claims,  a  Message  from  the  Pres- 
ident, transmitting  a  letter  from  the  Brit- 
ish Envoy,  in  relation  to       -      -      -  3263 
referred  to  the  Committeeon  PoUicLands  -  2263 
the  committee  diaebirged  therefrom  -      •  3880 
Bridsh  Officers,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the 
petition  of  the,  who  served  in  America 
previous  to  the  Revolution,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands    -      -  1647 
Brows,  John,  the  depontion  of,  in  relation  to 

Judge  Sebastian    .....  3783 
Bmce,  Upton,  deposition  o^  identifying  an  im- 
pressed seaman     -      ...      -  3303 
Bruce,  William,  deposition  of,  identiQring  m  im- 
pressed seaman     -      ...      -  3306 


Pift. 

Bruin*  Judge ;  Mr.  Pcnndexter  nndw  iiutiae> 
tims,  offered  a  resolution  to  aj^HROt  a 
eami^ttee,  to  prepare  and  n/pait  aitidas 
of  impeachment  against  -      -      -     -  SW 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table        -  MTO 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  sp* 

pointed  SIN 

a  resolution  authorising  Mr.  P«ndaxt«  to 
lake  depositions  in  the  case  of      -     -  Ml 
BoUitt,  Thomas,  sundry  p«pen  from,  lelstiBg  to 

Jadgee  lone*  and  Sabaitian  -     •  STtt 
BoUook,  WinfleM,  dopowtion  of,  in  lehliM  I* 

Judge  Sebastian  •      .      .     .     •  tnt 
Burr,  Aaron,  the  ProsideBt  tnancdtted  a  copy 

oftheproceedingion  the  arraignment  of  tM 
Borwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Qoiitey's  mo- 
tion relating  to  the  Clieeaspeake    •     •  9B 
on  the  motion  of  the  saQie,to  call  fbraeopy 

of  the  Presidents  Pfochmation     •     •  9n 
on  the  Senate  UH  for  boilding  gimbDalB    -  IM 
speedi  of,  on  the  aaae      •      -      .     *  lUI 
remarits  of,  <»i  the  Senate  bill  fcr  piessm- 

tion  of  peace,  dec.  -      -      -      .     •  INt 
on  Mr.  IUndol(di's  reeolntioiti  relating  t> 

General  Wilkinson      •      .  -18M,lW 
on  the  embargo  memorial  -      •      .     -  IIK 
qieech  of,  on  Mr.Raiido^'aMOlntiMi,d»fs 
mentioned    -      -      -      -     -     -  ISM 

nnuurto  o£  iatnidiidDg  a  nioti«  dtit  Mr. 
Randobh  and  Mr.  ClaA  be  reqnartedte 
lay  on  ttie  OM'f  tiMe,  all  papers  in  dMir 
posssaslon  beariiv  on  llw  case  irf  Wil- 
kinson   1885,  IW 

on  the  bill  to  iaereasethe  number  of  seantsa  Ml 
on  introducing  a  reaolution  for  the  purdiiH 

of  arms        -  -  WW 

on  removing  the  Seat  of  Government     -  IM 
ottttM  motinitoiiiviitBbilotlwoDndutrf 
Judge  Innea  -      -      -      -      .     .  IW 

speech  0^  oB  tite  addflknal  Aimy  bill      -  IM 
qwecho^  on  Mr^ninej'a  resolotUMi,  lehtbig 
to  the  embargo     ....     -  MTI 

remarks  of,  on  aiming  the  whtde  body  <f 
militia  ....      ...  8IN 

on  so^ending  the  Non-unpgrtatiBa  Act  ■  8V1 

C. 

Call  of  the  House,  Mr.  M.  Clay  sabraitted  a  reso. 

lution  for  a  daily   -      -      -      .      .  IW 
Campbell,  Mr.  G.  W.,  remarks  o(  on  Mr.  Qinn- 

ey'a  motion  rriating  to  the  ChesqMafcs  BU 
on  die  |>iU  making  appnqtriations  fbr  sop- 
port  of  the  Navy  -  .  .  818,  M 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  on  the  same  bill  884,  M 
speech  of,  on  the  Philadelphia  memorial  -  ^ 
on  the  Senate  ganboat  bill  -  11*^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Dana,  on  the  same  -  - 
rem  aiks  of,  on  the  motion  to  inqoiie  into  th« 

duties  on  salt,  <tc        -  1308,  llll 

on  his  own  woposed  iuqniiy  into  die  Medi- 

terraneanTnnd    .      .      -      .     - 181* 
speech  of,  on  the  resolntiott  rdating  to  G«n- 

eral  Wilkinson     -      -      1298,  131^  IW 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  continue  the  Msdi* 

terranean  Fund     -      •      -      -     -  IW 
on  Mr.  Bassett's  second  resolution,  relating 

to  public  contracts  • 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  -  • 
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Cvapbell,  Mr.  G.  W.,  reniBrka  of— continued.  Pige. 
introducing  an  smendment  to  the  Conttita- 

tion  1686 

remarki  on  the  standing  roles  -  15S9,  1893 
on  tlw  bill  ibr  rapport  of  the  Military  Estab* 

lishment  1633 

speech  of,  on  the  supplementary  embargo 

bUi  1667,  1707 

on  the  additional  Army  bill     -      -      -  3006 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  rdfttiTe  to  the  em- 
bargo  -      .      ■      ■      2066,  2083.  S137 
on  referring  the  President's  Menage  on 
British  land  claims      ....  266S 

on  the  Senate  bill  for  equipping  frigates,  Ac.  SS70 
Canning,  Mr.,  correspondence  en,  -vtith.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe     -    26S7,  sots,  2631,  2683,  3642.  2643, 
26U,  3654,  2657,  2668 
correspondence  Trlth  Messrs.  Monroe,  and 
Pinkney       ....  2663.2654 

correspondence  with  Mr.  Pinkn^      -  2681 
Carondelet,  Baron  de,  translaUon  of  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from,  laid  on  the  table  by  Mr. 
Clark   -  -      -      -      -  1360 

letter  from,  to  Judge  Sebastian  -      -      •  2768 
Cbandlsr,  Mr.»  remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appro- 

priationa       ......  840 

on  motion  to  refer  Philadelphia  memorial  •  068 
on  fortificstiona  and  gunboats    ...  002 
on  the  resolution  for  arming  the  whole  body 
of  mUitia      ....        1024,  1088 

on  Mr.  Dana's  motion  relating  to  merchant 

vessels,  <5cc  -  1066 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  biU      1074, 1080.  1 100 
«n  the  Tazoo  memorid     ....  1S89 

on  Mr.  Rabdolph's  resolution  relating  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson      -      -       1263,  1328, 1860 
on  Mr.  Bassett's  second  tesohition  relttiag  to 

public  contracts  -  1466 
on  the  bill  for  arming  the  militia  -  -  1484 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  seamen  1496 

1504 

on  the  Military  Peace  EsUbliahment  -  1613. 1519 
on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story    -  1605,  i609 
on  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Mifitary  Es- 
tablishment  1621,1024 

Cluiplains,  a  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  ap* 

potntment  of-      -      -      .      .      .  797 
the  resolution  agreed  to    ...      •  790 
ChvU  of  North  Carolina;  on  motion  of  Mr.  New- 
ton, the  Committeeof  Commerce  and  Man- 
n&ctures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  necessi^  of  making  a  pn^  disposi- 
tion of  the    •      -      -      -      -      -  1064 
Ur.  Newton  from  said  committee,  reported  a 

joint  resolation,  which  was  referrea-  -  1569 
a  resolution  to  sell  the,  reported,  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -       -  1614 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  1617 
the  said  resolution  approved      ...  3876 
Chase.  Jos^h,  and  others,  a  bill  from  Oie  Senate 

for  rdief  of,  read  twice  and  committed   •  1601 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .      -      -  2277 
Cliaac,  Samuel,  an  act  to  proTide  for  payment  of 

expenses  incurred  in  the  impeachment  of  2810 
Cbeaapeake,  frigate,  Mr.  Qnincy  offered  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  into  the  attack  on  the     -  806 
said  motion,after  debate,  rejected      -      -  816 
repfnt  of  the  committee  on  that  part  of  the 

President's  Message  -  .  .  .  933 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  928 

10th  Con.  Ist  Sxss.— b 


Page. 

Chittenden,  Mr.,  remarlcs  of,  on  the  Pfailadelphis 

memorial      ......  1I8O 

OD  ihe.motioa  to  inquire  concerning  the  salt 

duty  1209 

on  the  Senate  anendment  to  the  salary  bill  1465 
Choctaws,  a  copy  of  a  treaty  with  the,  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means      •  1626 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inqnire 
concerning  the  lands  ceded  by  the  -      -  1508 
Circnit  Courts,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire 

into  the  laws  regulating  the  holding  of  .  1019 
a  btll  from  the  Senate  in  rehtton  to  -  -  1741 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  sdeet  committee  1746 
reported  with   amendments,  which  were 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readhig  184S 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  -  1847 
the  act  approved      -      -  ■    -      -      -  2844 
Claiborne,  John,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  was  qual- 
ified and  took  hia  acat   -      -      -      -  1744 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of  79» 

Claik.  Daniel,  a  delegate  from  Orieans  Territory, 

was  qualified  and  took  his  seat      -      -  117S 
rMnarits  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph's  call 
upon  him  for  information  in  relation  to 
General  Wilkinson       -      -        1361,  1267 
on  the  bill  touching  tiie  Mediterranean  fund  1839 
on  Mr.  Bnrwell's  motion  to  call  on  him  for 

information  touching  General  Wilkinson  1340 
in  reply  to  a  query  as  to  the  information  giran 

by  him  1861 

on  the  Military  Peace  EatabHsbmcnt  -  -  ISSl 
extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State  3744 

Clarke,  Thomas,  deposition  0^  relating  to  ag- 
gressions     •   3391 

Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkee|ier  768- 
anUiori^  given  to,  for  employmentof  assist* 

ants.  Sec.  1204 

extra  compensation  granted  to  -  -  -  3381 
Claxton,  James,  extra  compensation  granted  to  -  2281 
Clay,  Joseph,  of  PeunsylTania,  appeared,  was 

qualified  and  took  bis  seat     -      r      -  869 
speechof^on  the  Maryland  contested  election  886 
remarks  of,  on  bis  motion  to  refer  the  Phil- 
adelphia memorial  -  968 
touching  the  character  of  the  signers  of  said 

memorial  -  969 
on  refeiring  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  •  1680 

168» 

on  the  supplementary  embargo  bill    •  169S,  170tt 
on  the  lull  relating  to  public  contracts       -  1717 
Clay,  Matthew,  remarks  o^  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit the  report  on  the  Maryland  con- 
tested election      .....  902 
en  the  motion  to  inquire  concerning  salt  duty  1210 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Campbell,  on  the  same      -  1312 
on  the  contested  election  in  Maiyland      •  1234 
qwech  0^  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  1472, 1609 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  tonchbig  our 

foreign  relations  1644 

Clei^'s  Office,  a  report  of  the  principal  Clerk  in 

the,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Accounts  794 
CUttkm,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mcana  wsre 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  fixing  the  salaries 

of  1462 

a  bill  presented,  giving  suitable  salaries  to 
certain,  read  twice,  and  committ^       -  1740 
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Clinton,  (}coige,jr^ofNcw  YoAfappeand^iras 

qualified,  and  took  his  seat     -      -      -  1527 
Clopton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  con- 
tested election       -       -       -  -  1232 
on  his  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitutioo  1696 
speech  o^  on  the  bill  to  create  an  additional 

army  1901,2053 

Collectors  of  Daties,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
taws  fixing  the  salaries  andemoluments  of  1617 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
the  bonds  given  by,  ought  not  to  be  in- 
creased  1840 

Colonial  Trade,  instructions  given  to  Messrs. 

Monroe  and  Pinkney,  in  relation  to  the  2542 
Commerce  and  Hanufiictures,  appointment  of  the 

Committee  of  794 

Cnmmerce  and  Seamen.  (See  Barbary  Potoers.) 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Key 

submittedarcsolutiontoappointastanding  1486 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  appoint- 
ment made    -  I&IS 
Congress,  a  resolution  was  submitted  for  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  fixing  an  earlier  day  for  the 
meeting  of    -      -  '    .      -      -      •  1988 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 

appointed   2080 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the  time  for 

the  next  roeeUng  of   .  -      •      -      -  2245 
read  three  times,  and  passed     -      •   .  -  2252 

the  act  approved   2860 

the  bill  presented  by  the  House  committee, 
to  the  same  effect,  laid  on  the  table        -  2351 
Comiecticat  Biver,  the  Committee  of  GommercQ 
and  Mannf^ares  were  imstmcted  to  in- 
quire into  tbeexpedienqrof  pladng  traoys 
at  the  entrance  of  -      -      -      -      •  1639 
•  bill  passed  for  that  purpose    -      -      -  1771 
(See  Light-housa,  Buoya,  4"^.) 
Cnutitation;  Mr.  G.  W.  Campbell  proposed  an 

amendment  to  the,  referred    -      -      -  1523 
FennsyWania  resolutions  relating  to  an 

amendment  of  the  1680 

which  were  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole  1682 

Virginia  resolatioiis  on  the  same  aulgeet,  re- 
ferred as  above     ....      -  1696 
Mr.  Van  Horn  moved  an  amendment  to  the, 

ordered  to  lie  for  consideration      •      -  1714 
lafiwied  to  the  Committee  of  th«  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union   -  1746 
Conteited  Elections,  a  committee  was  appi^ted 
to  inquire  what  provinona  ought  to  be 
made  by  law  for  taking  evidence  in  cases  of  1238 
a  hill  presented  by  said  eommittee  waa  read 
twice,  and  committed    ....  1696 
Conlingent  Fund,  the  President  transmitted  an 

account  of  expenditures  from  the  -  -  1368 
Contracts,  on  molJon  of  Mr.  Bassctt,  two  resolu- 
tions were  adopted;  Ist,  prohibiting  any 
officer  of  GoTemmeni  firom  making  any, 
with  a  member  of  eidier  House ;  3d,  ren- 
dering such  void,  if  tiie  cootractor  should 
become  a  membw  of  either  House ;  both 
of  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole  1S42 

the  first  resolution  wae  adopted  ...  1466 


Contracts— continued.  Page. 
Mr.  Bassett  presented  a  bill  in  cooibrmity 

with  bis  first  resolution,  which  was  read 

twice  and  committed  ....  |509 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1613 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  -  1619 
amended  by  striking  out  the  proviso  to  the 

first  section  -  -  -  .  .  -  I7i| 
debate  on  the  hill  .....  n\% 
an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  BlacUedge, 

adopted  -       -       -       -       .  1730 

further  amended,  and  amendments  and  bill 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...  iTSt 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  pasBod  -  1723 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  SOW 
8enateamendaientsameaded,andagi«ed  to  3174 
Convention,  a  project  of  a,  pteeented  to  Lord 

Hawkesbufy  by  Mr.  Monioe  -  S3B1 
Cook,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  navy  appropria- 
tions  -       .  WT 

on  fortifications  and  gunboats  -  -  992,  1009 
on  arming  the  whole  body  of  militia  -  -  1031 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  1079,  IIOI,  1127 
speech  of,  on  the  same  bill  -  lOM 
remarks  of,  on  the  port  and  harbor  hill  -  1237 
on  the  embargo  memorial  -  1274 
on  the  Yaxoo  memorial  ...  - 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  aeamen  ISCO 
on  the  bill  to  extinguish  the  debts  -  -  tCOO 
on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  -  -  1603 
on  the  resolution  touching  foreign  relatioos  1644 
on  the  supplementary  embargo  bill  -  -  \&6 
on  Mr.  Quincy's  resolution  cooceming  the 

embargo  3(^ 
Cooper,  George,  extra  compensation  granted  to  -  1261 
Copper,  a  petition  from  New  YoA,  praying  an 

amendment  ol  the  law  on  the  impitrta- 

tion  of-----      -      -  923 

Mr.  Newton  presented  a  hill  to  aBow  tho 

importation  of  old,  free  of  duty,  icad 

twice,  and  committed  -  1539 
<Hdered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1C14 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1C17 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  ■w»fJmtntj  ifM 
said  amendments  agreed  to  -  -  •  IMC 
the  act  approved  -      -      -  - 

Conrta  Martial,  dec,  a  bill  concerning,  preaentod, 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  ism 
the  Committise  of  the  Whole  disdiarged,  and 

bill  recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  1538 
an  amendatory  bill  presented,  and  read  -  1619 
read  a  second  time,  and  committed    -       -  iCSt 

debated  ITS^ITtl 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  •  •  1742 
recomraHtedtothe  Commiltea  oftheWhol*  17SS 

debated  1764 

ordered  again  to  a  third  rea^ng  -  •  17(3 
reod  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  183? 
retomed  firom  the  Senate  with  amend- 

ments  -  tin 

amendments  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  for 

consideration        -  2US 
further  consideration  postponed  ...  ss3t 
Credit  for  Duties,  Mr.  ]5ana  offi-red  a  reaobt- 

ticHi  relating  to  •  -  .  -  -  1335 
Mr.  Newton  presented  a  bill  to  extend  tlia 

term  of,  read  twice,  and  ""«n"'T'*yi?  -  1595 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1(H 
read  a  third  time,  and  paseeJ  ...  icn 
the  act  approved      .....  KIT 
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CrimM,  a  resolution  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
inqiuce  into  the  laws  to  paniah  certain, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole   1007 

ibe  committee  discharged  -  .  -      -  8351 

•  bill  was  presented  to  punish  certain,  read 

twice,  and  committed  - 
the  bill  indefinitely  postponed    -      -      .  3379 
Crockett,  Joseph,  deposition  o(  in  rriation  to 

Judge  Sebastian    .....  3784 
Crowninshield,  Mr.,  of  Massachusetts,  appeamd, 

was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  -  -  868 
nmazka  oS,  tm  Mr.  Qninqr'i  motloi),  on  the 

President's  Proclamation  -  -  934,  936 
against  adjourning  the  Home  txom  Friday  to 

Monday  0fil 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Philadelidiia  me- 
morial 965 
in  leply  to  Mt.  Randolph  on  the  same       -  979 
on  Mr.  Dana's  motion  relating  to  merchant 

vessels   ■  1064 

on  the  Senate's  gunboat  UO  -  •  1009, 1088 
qteeefa  of,  on  the  aame      -  -      -  1141 

remarks  ofj  on  the  motion  of  inqnirT'  con- 
cerning the  duties  on  salt      ...  1309 
remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  relating 

to  telegraphs  ISSS 

remarks  of,  introducing  two  resolutions  relaf- 

ing  to  drawbacks  and  embargo  -  -  1340 
on  supplementary  embargo  bill  1344,  1245,  1249 
on  the  embargo  memorial  -  -  -  1375 
on  the  Yazoo  memorial  -  1293 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  Gen.  Wilkinson  1366 
death  of,  announced,  and  resolution  there. 

on  2172,2188 

Cimberland  Road,  Message  from  the  President  in 
relation  to  the,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  1647 

m  bill  in  relation  to,  presented,  read  twice, 

and  referred  -  1746 
report  of  the  CommittioQera  appointed  to  laj 
ODt  the,  Ac.  S746 

D. 

Dana,  Afr.,oliiectioa8  of,  to  referring  a  bill  of  last 

session  to  a  committee  ....  603 
remarks  of,  introducdng  a  resolution  lehting 

to  Revolutionary  pensions  -  804 
on  Mr.  Qtriney'a  motion  lelatifa  to  the  Ches. 

apeake  -   809 

OB  tiie  Navy  appropriatkMU  •  -  -  •  8S6 
on  Mr.  Quinsy's  motion  to  call  frr  aoopyof 

Ae  President's  Proolanation  ...  937 
in  explanation  <^  Us  motion  relating  to  mer> 

chant  veasole  •  .....  1065 
neaeho^  on  die  Smate*!  gunboat  biU  1131,1136, 

1166 

nmaAao^on  poetpotung  the  Philadd^ua 
menorial     ......  1186 

onthemotionofinqoiiyidativetosaltduty  1309 

on  the  reeolntion  rwating  to  drawback  and 
embargo       ......  1341 

on  the  embargo  memorial  -  1376 
'   on  tberesblutionrelatingtoUeo.  Wilkinson  1338 

on  the  Mediterranean  Fund  bill  -      -      -  1339 

introducing  a  resolution  relative  to  credit  for 
duties  1332 

s^ieecb  of^  on  bis  reeolution  relating  to  Amer- 
ican aenDun  1880 


Dana,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continued.  I^ga. 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  salary  bill  1464 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  seamen  1498, 

1499, 1603,  1600 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  -  -  IMS 
on  the  standing  rules  ....  issg 
on  removing  t&eeat  of  Government  •  -  1571 
on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  -  -1611 
on  the  bill  to  support  the  MUitaiy  Establish- 
ment  1636, 168S 

on  supplementary  embargo  bill  1657,  1708,  171S 
on  the  bill  for  completing  the  south  wing  of 

the  Capitol  1974 

speeeh  o^  on  tiie  additioQal  army  bill  1991,  205S 
nmarks  of,  on  the  title  to  said  bill    -      -  3081 

in  explanation  S080 

OS  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Judge  tnnea  3348 
on  referring  the  President's  Message  relating 

to  British  land  daima  ....  SSOS 
Darby,  Ezra,  information  of  the  death  o(  and  ree- 

olutions  thereupon  -  1623, 1634 

Daviess,  J.  U.,  deposition  oi^  in  rektion  to  Judge 

Sebastian   3781 

Davis,  George,  deposition  of,  relating  to  foreign 

aggressions  •      -      -      -      -  3394 

Davis,  Benjamin,  deposition  of,  relating  to  an  im- 
pressed seaman     .....  2300 

Dawson,  Mr.,  motion  o^to  ai^nt  standing  eom- 

mittees  -  780 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Quincy's  amendment  to 
hH  resolution  r^erring  the  President's 
Message       ......  796 

on  armii^  the  wfade  body  of  militia  ■•  -  10S7 
on  his  resolution  to  inerease  the  Army  and 

Navy  1471 

OB  the  motion  to  recommit  the  report  in  the 

contested  election  of  Mr.  Key  -  1494 
on  the  bill  to  inersaw  the  number  of  sea- 
men    ....       1498,  1503, 1604 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  •      -  1514 
on  Mr.  Master^  reaolution  rehUing  to  the 

seat  of  Government  ....  1069 
OB  tiie  resolution  to  porebase  arms  -  .  1681 
on  tlM  motion  to  bear  Judge  Story  -  -  1604 
OB  the  bill  for  aupportof  the  Military  Brt^ 

lishment  163S 

on  the  resohition  toachiag  formgn  reUtiona  1640 
OB  bis  own  resolution  concerning  the  order 
of  bnmnese  ......  1667 

OB  the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  arma  -  .  1697 
on  the  UU  for  procuring  a  train  (tf  aitBnery  1768, 

1700 

on  the  bill  anthoriung  an  additknal  amy  1889, 

107S 

on  tiie  resolution  respecting  Judge  Innes   -  1886 
on  his  motion  relative  to  adjournment       •  1848 
on  anniagtbewb<de  bodyof  Bubtia   -      -  3190 
Dead  and  Wounded,  a  list  of  the,  on  board  the 

Chesapeake  3317 

Dearborn,  H.,  (Secretary  of  War,)  outline  of  a 

plan  by,  for  increasing  the  army    -      -  1691 
Ddwntures,  a  bill  reported,  authorizing,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  read  twice,  and  reforred  .      >  1680 
Debtors,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning imprisoned       ....  ISM 
a  UIl  supplementary  to  the  act  f^  relief  o( 
read  twice,  and  committed    ...  1468 
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DebU  to  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Lyon  Bubmitted  a 
raaolution  on  the  aabject  of,  after  reqaeat- 
iog  the  galleriei  to  be  deand,  which  wu 
■o  univeraallj  opposed,  that  he  withdrew 
it  immediatelj      -  9SI 

Debt!  of  the  United  State*,  a  bill  making  proTii- 
ion  for  the  exlingaishment  of  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -  1223 
•mended,  ordered  to  lie  for  consideration  1861 

Decatar,  Commodore  Stephen,  correspondence 

of,  with  the  Secietuj  of  the  livrj  2319,  2381, 

232S 

IMasdemier,  L.  F.*  letters  from,  to  the  Secretary 

of  State,  detailing  British  ootrages  2397,2301 
Desha,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  Maryland  con- 
tested clectioa       -  898 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Bibb's  amendment  to  the 

report  on  the  same       -  927 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  of  inquiiy  concern- 
ing the  salt  du^  1209 

on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  salary  bill  1464 
mi  the  Military  Pwea  EstabUahment  1613, 1R15 
Detroit,  •  letter  commnnicated  from  Governor 
Hull,  respecting  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity 
of,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  and  Naval  Peace  Estabhsh- 

ments  1264 

a  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  of,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands  -      -  1619 
Dt^inson,  John,  the  death  o(  annonnced  by  Mr. 

Eppes  1648 

DiacoKnt,  die  Committee  of  PaUie  Lands  wne 
instroeted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
itf  allowing  a  greater,  for  prompt  paymeat, 
to  purchftBers  of  public  lands  -  1828 
Diftrict  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  re- 
vive and  continue  certain  causes,  &c,  in 
the  district  court  of  the  ....  1681 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1S64 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1S77 
the  act  approved      ....      -  2683 
•  ^tion  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the,  |ffay. 
ing  the  repeal  of  a  certain  law,  was  r^n^ 
red  to  the  committee  on  the   •      -      ■  18S8 
a  petition  relating  to  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  one  coun^  to  another  in  the,  was  re* 
fared  to  the  same  committee  -  1840 
a  petitiui  relating  to  promissoiy  notes,  dec, 

nftrred  to  die  same      ....  1843 
a  petitioii  relating  to  the  coun^  tax,  refer- 
red to  the  sane  1857 

Mr.  Key,  from  the  committee  on  the,  made 
a  report  on  the  several  petitions  referred, 

which  was  read  1901 

Doeameats,  a  bill  to  authorize  transmission  by 
mail,  free ofpostage,  to certain.read  twice, 
and  referred  1897 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasaed    -      -      -  2065 
the  act  approved      .....  2862 
an  order  to  have  certain  copies  of,  bound  fiir 
the  ose  of  members      ....  2307 
Ihmmtic  Manu&ctares,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  requested  to  lay  before  the  House 
a  statement  of  the  tonnage  employed  in 

tiie  exportation  of  1879 

a  report  from  said  Secretary  in  reply  -      -  1482 
a  resolution  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that 
the  members  appear  at  the  next  session 
alothed  in  938S 


Domestic  Manufiicturea — continued.  Pi|e. 
which,  meeting  with  opposition,  was  with- 
drawn -4  tm 

Drawback,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Mu. 
ufactures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  allowing  further  time  to 
obtain  the  benefit  of      -      .      .     ■  ISM 

Ducostcr,  J.  B.,  (Consul  at  Malaga,)  letter  from, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  rel^on  to 
affairs  at  Algiers  SHI 

Dunn,  Thomas,  election  of,  as  Sergeant^at-Afmi  78T 

Durell,  Mr.,  remarks  oC  on  the  Senate's  gunboat 

biU  m 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge 

Story  m 

xemarits  of,  on  raising  an  additional  amy  -  1S7T 

E. 

Eart  and  West  India  Trades,  instmctieDs  to  gpr 

Mmisters  at  London,  in  relation  to  the  -  IS44 
Eaton,  'William,  a  letter  from,  reconunendii^  tiis 

daim  of  Hamet  Caramalli     -      •     •  Ml 

copy  of  the  letter  of,  enclosing  the  memorial 
of  the  said  Hamet  .....  VU 

a  letter  from,  to  tbe  chairman  of  the  commit' 
tee  on  said  memorial     ....  S3JS 
Edwards,  Jesse,  election      as  Aasistaiit  Doo^ 

keeper  .      ---  ...7W 
Edwsrds,  Oideon,and  Samoel  Doak,a  report  on 
the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Cominitlee 

of  the  Whole  ISR 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  committee  of     -  7tt 

sundry  documents  touching  the,  of  membeis, 
referred  to  said  committee      •  -  794 

a  report,  in  part,  from  said  committee     ■  SM 

another  from  the  same  ....  itU 
Ellicott,  Andrew,  letter  from,  to  the  Becretsiy  of 

State   .nt6 

Elliot,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  motion  to  elaet 

the  standing  committees  by  ballot    -  -79) 

on  Mr.  Quincy'a  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion referring  the  I^^dent'a  Message  796,797 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Philadelphia  me- 
morial -      -      -      -      -  •  99* 

on  tile  reeolatioa  relating  to  Bam^tionaiy 
services      ......  ieU 

speech  o(  on  the  Sentte'a  gnnboat  btU     •  HM 

speech  on  the  Tsaoo  memorial  -      -  138S,lt87 

on  the  leaolntion  relating  to  Gaosral  Wil> 
kinson  1310,1441 

concerning  foreign  relations      ...  I64I 

on  military  courts,  dec  ....  1771 
Ely,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  arming  the  miUtia  1064,117^ 

on  the  Pbiladdphia  memorial   ...  llM 

on  the  Maryland  contested  rieetioiis  -     -  \^ 

en  the  resolntion  to  parehase  arms    -      •  156S 
Embargo,  a  message  recommending  an,  enclo- 
sing sundry  documents  ...      -  1S16 

Ml.  Randolph  offered  a  molntiim  to  lay  an, 
whitdi  was  laid  on  tbe  table   •      -  - 

a  confidential  message  from  the  Senate, 
with  a  bill  laying  an,  which  was  read 
three  times,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole  W" 

reported  with  amendments,  whidi  were 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  as  amended  paand  iUI 

copy  of  the  bill  as  amended,  and  sent  to  tbe 
Senate  for  concurrence  -      -      -  • 

tbe  act  is  approved  -      -      -      -     •  **** 
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Embargo — continued.  Pag«. 
the  injanction  of  aecrecj  u  to  the  bill  and 

proceeding*  thereon  removed  -  1228 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tarM  ware  inrtmcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amendingtheactjuBtpasacd, 
ao  as  more  effectually  to  prevent  the  de- 
parture of  veta^  .....  1340 
s  lull  reported  from  aaid  committee,  aupple- 
mentairy  to  the  act  juat  paaaed,  read  twice, 
and  referred  .  .     -     ■  -      -      -      .  1244 
•mended  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  reported  to  the  Houae     ...  1267 
.  akgreed  to  «b  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  1270 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -      .      .  IS71 
retamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta  1868 
the  act  as  approved  -  2815 
a  memorial  of  sundry  merdianta  of  I%ila- 
delphia,  praying  an  eiception  in  their 

favor  1272 

which  after  debate  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manafacturea  -  1276 
report  from  aaid  committee  on  the  memorial  1884 
rrierred  to  a  CommiUee  of  the  Whole      .  1387 
Ht.  Xewton  ■Qbmitted  a  resolutioD  concern- 
ing the.  which  was  adopted,  and  a  bill 
ibrthwith  reported  to  amend  the  act  lay- 
ing a,  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted  1699 

the  amendatory  bill  amended     ...  1661 
and  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures       ...  1676 
reported  with  amendment^  which  were  read, 

and  ordered  to  be  printed  ...  1679 
read  a  second  time  -  1689 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1606 
read  a  third  time  *  •      -      -      -      -  1698 

and  passed  1712 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to,  except  the  7th, 
which  was  amended  and  agreed  to  -      -  1744 
the  act  approved      .....  2839 
a  reaolntion  offered  by  Mr.  Livermore  to  re- 
peal the  several  acts  laying  an,  negatived  1864 
Mr.  Campbell  submitted  a  reaolution  an- 
thoriang  the  President  to  auqiend  the» 
in  a  certain  event,  which  was  refiured  to 
the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  -  2066 
a  debate  on  said  resolution        ...  2083 
Mr.  Quincy  offered  a  resohition  relating  to 

the  ,  -      •  2070 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole   2080 

•  petilien  of  sundry  inhabitanU  of  Masaa- 
chnaetta  en  the  snbjeet  of  the,  rderred  to 
the  same      ......  2188 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  the  sus- 
pension of  the  several  acts  laying  an,  on 
certain  conditions,  was  read  twice,  and 
committed    -      -      -  .      -  3189 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  2246 

the  act  approved  28S9 

a  bill  finun  Uie  8e&al«,  in  addition  to  the 

■et  laying  an  SS46 

lead  twice,  and  committed  ...  S26S 
bill  discossed  and  amended  ...  2269 
diacuwion  resumed  .....  3263 
tfdered  to  a  third  reading  m  amended      -  SS67 


Embargo — continued.  Page, 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta 

to  the  amendment^  which  were  agreed  to  2275 
the  act  approved      -      -      .      .      .  2870 
Emperor  of  France,  a  Measage  from  the  Pram- 

dent  communicating  a  decree  <tf  the      -  IStS 
Entry,  Mr.  D.  R.  WUlianu  oAred  a  reaolutigai 
oonceming  redpioeity     to  veaaels,  wluch 

waa  agreed  to  1841 

Eppea,  Mr^  remarka  o£  on  the  Navy  aiqiropria- 

tions  819. 84C 

on  tbe  Philadelphia  memorial  ...  976 
cm  the  resolution  relating  to  RevolaUonary 

■ervicea  ....  1011. 101« 
OB  the  reaolution  ibr  anning  the  militia     -  lOSO, 

loss,  1039, 1048 
on  the  reaolation  relating  to  General  Wilk- 
inson  141S 

on  his  own  resolution  to  call  on  the  Prcai- 
dent  for  any  information  in  his  possossion 
touching  a  combination  for  dismembering 

the  Union  1469 

on  the  atanding  mlea  ....  16M 
on  removing  the  seat  of  Goremment  1661,  IfiTS 
inreplytoMr.Gardenierontheaameaabiect  1675 
on  tbe  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  -  -  16M 
on  the  bill  to  support  the  Military  Establish- 
ment -  -  -  1627,  1620,  1681. 1638 
remarks  0^  introductory  of  a  resolution  in 

honor  of  the  memory  of  John  Dickinson  1640 
on  tbe  bill  for  completing  the  south  wing  of 

Oie  Capitol  1975 

apeech  of,  on  the  additional  Anny  bill  -  8036 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  ....  S048 
rcmaika  o(  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  the  BaU 

tore   3253,  S25« 

on  referring  the  President'a  Meaiage  relating 

to  British  land  claims  -  2363 
on  suspending  the  non -importation  act  -  2S8S 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  home  manuAe- 

turea  3384 

Erie,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  id  extending  to  the  revenue 
dtstricta  on  Lake,  and  within  the  State  of 
Ohio,  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  extend 
jurisdiction,  &c.,  Ac  ....  1731 
Erdine,  Mr.,  correspondence  of,  with  tbe  Sacre- 

Ury  of  State        -      85S0,  3561,  S663,  S68S 
Evans,  OUver,  a  bill  for  relief  o(  ^eaented,  wtA 

twice,  and  committed    -  1069 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1384 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ...  140V 
Exports,  a  report  from  tbe  Treasury,  with  a  state- 
ment of,  ordered  to  be  printed        -      -  171S 
Extra  Services,  resolutiona  allowing  to  certain 

officera  of  the  Bouse  compensation  for   -  SS8I 

F. 

Fees  and  Emoluments,  the  Seoetary  of  the  Tiea- 
sury  waa  directed  to  report  to  next  esariwi 
a  statement  of  the,  reeriwd  by  eoUeetnn. 

Ac  «74 

Finances,  a  report  of  the  state  of  the       -      -  3713 
Findley,  Mr.,  remarka  of,  on  tbe  motion  to  ap- 
point atanding  committees     ...  789 
apeech  ^  on  the  Maryland  contested  elee- 

tion  673 
on  the  resdntion  rdating  to  Omeial  Wilk- 
iBson  IMl,  1874 
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nndlvy,  Mr.,  rnaaiki  of,  on  the  Milituy  Peace 

EsUbliBbment  1521 

on  courts  tnartial,  &c.  -  -  .  .  1741 
flfieeidi  of;  on  the  additional  Amy  bill  -  1881 
CD  arming  the  militia  -  -  S181,  3194 
on  the  Senate  bill  authorizing:  a  conditional 
■lupeniion  of  the  embargo  -  3224 
Fiik,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Qoincj'a  motion 

relating  to  the  Chesapeake  ■  .  .  816 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  -  823,  841 
on  the  Maryland  contested  election  •  -  888 
on  the  Philadelfdiia  memorial  -  -  973,  1165 
on  arming  the  militia  -  -  1031,1037 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  1083,  1102,  1121 
on  the  resolutiun  relating  to  General  Wilk- 
inson 1S15 
speech  of,  on  the  same  -  1413 
remarki  of,  on  the  bill  for  rapport  of  the  Milt 

tary  Establishment  ....  1631 
speech  of,  on  courts  martial  •  1748,1755 
on  the  suspension  of  the  embargo  •  .8110 
remarks  of,  on  the  case  of  Judge  Innea  -  3348 
on  the  Pr^ideat^s  Mess^  reliiting  to  Bril^ 
ish  land  claims      .....  2263 

Voreign  Armed  Vesspls,  Mr.  Dana  laid  00  the 
table  a  reaolution,  to  provide  a  force  sof. 
ficient  for  the  expulsion  ofi  hom  our  ports 
and  harbors  90-1 
Poreign  Coins,  a  report  from  the  Treasury,  re- 
lating to  the  currency  of      •      -      •  1470 
7oragn  Potentates,  a  committee  vas  appointed 
to  inqnire  eoncemuig  the  fact  of  any  offl- 
era  of  the  United  States,  ctnl  or  iniutaiy, 
leeeonng  money,  office,  dbc,  from  any    •  1496 
Fore^  Relations,  a  resorution  was  adopted  re-' 
questing  such  information  from  the  Presi- 
dent as  he  may  deem  proper  touching  our  1640 

a  Message  from  the  President  giving  the  in- 
fimnation  desired   -  1698 

a  resolution,  by  Mr.  Quincy,  asking  further 
ioformation  on  the  subject,  negatived     -  1693 

another  resolution,  by  the  same,  to  remove 
the  injunction  of  secrecy,        adopted  -  1694 

another  resolution,  requesting  certain  infor- 
mation, negatived  -  1838 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  ask  information  of  the 
President      -      -      -      .   ,  .      -  1884 

a  report  from  said  committee     ...  1887 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  sandry 
documents  touching,  referred  to  tiie  Com. 
mittee  of  the  Whole     ....  1888 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  Irtter 
from  &e  Secretary  of  State  respecting    -  1896 

a  Message  from  the  President,  recommend, 
ing  certain  papers  to  be  made  public     -  1897 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  sundry 

docoments  33S7 

Fortifications  and  Gunboats,  two  resolutions  re- 
ported by  the  ecuomittee  on  aggressions  -  985 

the  resolutions  agreed  to,  and  a  bill  ordered  1001 

a  bill  reported  foV  fortifying  ports  and  hai^ 
bora,  and  building  gunboats,  read  twice, 

and  eommitted  1003 

(See  CvnboatM,  and  Ports  and  Harbin.) 
Forts,  &c.,  the  President's  Message  in  relation  to 
the  cession  of,  hy  South  Carcdina,  was  re- 
femd  to  the  Comnkteo  of  Uw  Whole  •  1097 


hp. 

Fox,  Chsiles  James,  corMqwndenea  o(  with  Mr. 

Monroe        ....        3467,  UTI 
with  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney    -     -  M6i 
Frauds  in  Land  Warrants,  Mr.  Bandolph  gave 

notice  of  an  intended  motion  respecting  -  3(l$4 
an  explanation  firom  Mr.  R.,  and  retractioa 

of  the  charge  of  VKt 

Frigate  Chesapeake,  account  of  the  damage  done 

to,  by  the  Leopard        ....  SJIT 
copy  of  the  log  book  of  the       -      -     -  SSIS 
Frigates  and  other  Vessels,  a  resolution  reported 
for  the  speedy  equipment  of  the,  and  re- 
ferred to  Uie  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  Mt 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  equipment  9i  the  8&) 
read  the  first  time    .....  nff 
flurthei  conadentlion  postponed  -      >  -Wl 

O. 

Gantt,  Rev.  Doctor,  election  oC  by  the  Senate,  is 

Clu^ain,  aonounced  to  the  House       •  1K 
Gaidenier,  Barent,  remarks  0^  on  hb  motion  ta 

correct  the  Journal,  dec        -      -     -  W 
00  Mr.  Quiucy's  motion,  relating  to  tht 

Chesapeake  8D 

speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations       •  847 
remarks  of,  on  the  Maryluid  contested  eko> 
don  .......M 

speech  of,  on  fbrtifieations  and  gunboats  9ST,  M 
remarksof,  on  the  Senate's  gunboat  btU  1076,  UN 
speech  of,  on  the  port  and  harbor  bill  -  •  IIM 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  Gen* 

oral  WUkinson  -  1263,  13«0,  ISSS,  WT 
speech  of,  on  the  same  subject  -  -  -  UK 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the 
report  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Key  -  - 
on  standing  rules,  &c.  -  -  -  .  UM 
on  removing  the  seat  of  Government  •  153^  1^ 
speech  of,  on  the  same  sntyect  -  .  -  IW 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Lewis's  resohition,  relat  - 

ing  to  the  seat  of  Government       -     •  UN 
on  Mr.  Sloan's  motion,  renewed  hj  Mr. 

Blount  IN) 

on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment  m 

speech  of,  on  the  aupplementary  embarn 
^1       .      -      -      -      -  -leSMW 
Gardner,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  Senate's  gaa- 

boatbUl       ....        1036,  im 
on  the  Maryland  eontested  aloetion  •  -O^ 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  General  Wil- 
kinson  1S3 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  salary  bill  IMI 
on  the  MiUtary  Peace  BstaUisfameat  •  • 
on  ttie  motion  to  hear  Judge  Stwy    -     -  IW 
Ml  the  reaolntiai  idating  to  post  toads  ia 
Oeargia       ......  Ml 

Gates,  Darius,  and  Mathew  Smith,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of^  presented,  twice  read,  and  oon- 

mittcd   W** 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .      •      .     •  tVti 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  SlM 
Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia,  a  memorial  flf 
the  mayor  and  citizens  o^  prote^iag 
against  a  bridge  over  the  Potmnae  rim, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  9" 

Glen,  Thomas,  (an  impressed  seaman,)  a  letMr 
from,  to  the  Speaker,  was  refeind  to  As 
Secretary  of  Stat*  •      -     •     .     >  UN 
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Goldflborongh,  Mr.,  remarkti  of,  on  the  Maryland 

contested  election  -      -      -      -  1231  1239 
on  the  resolution  to  remove  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment 1694 
on  the  bill  for  extinguishing  the  debts  of  the 

United  States  IhVt 

on  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resolntiona  -  1681 
on  the  additional  embargo  bill   •      -      -  2260 
on  the  Senate  bill,  for  equipping  the  fri- 
gates, &c.   2269 

GoTemaient,a  bill  for  the  support  of,  for  the  year 
1808,  presented,  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted  1229 

reported  vrithoat  amendment,  which  was 

red  to,  and  ordered  to  a  tlurd  reading  146S 
third  time,  and  pa«ed  an  amended  -  1469 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  the  House  disagreed      -  1534 
the  act  approved       -  2824 
Mr.  Sloan  submitted  a  resolution  to  remove 

the  seat  of,  to  Philadelphia  -  -  -  1532 
a  motion  to  commit  the  said  rosolution  neg* 

atived  1568 

Mr.  Maitert  ofiered  a  resolation  of  inqaiij 
as  to  the  loss  or  gain  of  removing  the  seat 

of  1669 

which  resolution  was  withdrawn      •      -  1570 
Afr.  Sloan  withdrew  his  resolution,  which  was 

renewed  by  Mr.  Blount  -      .      .      -  1570 
Mr.  Lewis  ofiered  a  resolution  that  it  is  inex- 
pedient to  remove  the  seat  of  •       •       -  1573 
a  bill  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  appropriations 
Sn  support  of,  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted     ------      -  2099 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  2253 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -      -      -  5259 

the  act  approved   2861 

Gray,  William,  extra  compensation  allowod  to  -  2281 
Graydon's  Digest,  the  Clerk  ordered  to  fumiA 

co|>ies  of,  to  standing  committees   -      -  991 
Great  Bntain,  papers  concerning  our  relations 

with  ■  2286 

a  Message  from  the  President  concerning 

negotiations  with  ...  -2336,8851 
plana  of  a  treaty  to  be  proposed  to  3855 
copy  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity,  &c.,  between  the 

iTnited  States  and   2523 

additional  and  explanatory  articles  of  Treaty 

with   3586 

proposed  alterations  of  the  Treaty  with     -  2646 
Great  ^g  Harbor  river.    (See  lAght-koute,  SfC.') 
Greennp,  Christopher,  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Rowan, 
enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Kentucky 
Legislature,  relating  to  Judge  Inncs       •  3760 
a  deposition  of,  in  relation  to  the  same      -  3766 
Ori6in,  Greenbury,  a  deposition  of,  relating  to  an 

impressed  seaman  -  3306 
Groat,  Jonathan,  a  memorial  of,  relating  to  tele- 
graphs, was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  tfie 
Treasury  1874 

GonboatB,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  construct  an 

additional  number  of  -  •  -  -  1019 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 

on  Fortifications,  dec.  .  -  .  .  1038 
reported,  with  agreement  thereto  -  -  1083 
nmonde(i,and  read  a  third  time  -  1106 
passed  as  amended  .....  1171 
the  act  approved      .....  3814 


-  1689 

799 

1014 
1098 
1381 

180T 


H.  Page. 
Hamet  Caramalh,  a  memorial  of,  referred  to  a 

select  committee   .....  801 
a  report  thereon  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole  1218 

a  copy^of  the  report  of  said  Committee      -  3380 
Hamilton,  John,  (British  Consul  at  Norfolk,)  cor- 
respondence of,  vrith  Captain  Sinclair    -  3313 
Harrison,  William  Henry.   (See  Indiana  Ter- 
ritory.) 

Harrison,  Captain,  report  of,  to  the  collector  of 
Norfolk,  relating  to  British  ontrpges  in  the 
Chesapeake  Bay   .....  8296 
Hatters,  the'  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Hin- 
n&ctnres  were  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial  of  journeymen, 
their  object  being  accompU^ied  the 
non -importation  act 
Hoge,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  appeared  as  a 
member,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  - 
Holland,  Mr.  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relat- 
ing to  Revolutionary  services  ... 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  UU  ... 
on  the  Yazoo  memorial  .... 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  ..... 
on  Mr.  6  urwell's  resolution  calling  on  Messrs. 
Randolph  and  Clark  for  papers,  or  infor* 
mation  in  their  possession  relating  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson     -      -        1336,  1406, 146S 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  salary  biU  14M 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  ntunber  of  sea- 
men  1501 

on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  -  1617 
on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  -  -  1608 
on  the  bill  relating  to  public  contracts  ■  1618 
on  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  -  1681 
'  on  courts  martial,  &c.  -  1810 
on  arming  the  militia  -  2177,  2189,  2197 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  aitfhoriziug  sue- 

pension  of  the  embargo  -  2316 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  theBat- 

ture  ,  -      -  2267 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  equip  the  frigates,  &c.  2271 
Hcdiand,  Lord,  correspondence  o^  with  Messrs. 

Monroe  and  Pinkney     -      -        2478,  3493 
Holland  and  Auckland,  Lords,  correspondence  of, 

with  the  same       ...       S603, 2684 
extn  official  communicatioB  of  our  Minis- 
ters to,  in  regard  to  the  Canada  trade    -  3586 
Home  Manufactures,  Mr.  Bibb  offered  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  -      -      -      -      -  2284 
aAcr  a  short  discussion  on  it,  the  resolution 
was  withdrawn     -  3364 
House  of  Representatives,  members  in  attend- 
ance at  the  meeting  of  the      ...  781 
members  of  the,  who  appeared  within  ^few 

days  after   786, 800 

adjournment  of  the   -      -      -      -      -  3284 
Howaiu,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Maryland  con- 
tested election  - 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating  to 
Judge  Innes         .      _      .      .  _ 
speech  of,  on  the  additional  Army  bill 
Hawick,  Lord,  note  from,  to  Mr.  Monroe  - 
Howland,  NannF,  deposition      relating  to  an 

impressedseaman  .....  8810 
Humphreys,  S.  P.^  letter  from,  to  C^lain  James 

Barron  3316 


917 

1686 
1913 
338S 


Digiiized  by 


Google 


xlnii 


Hoate  Proceedingt  and  Ihbatet, 


Honter,  GeoigC)  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of,  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  1740 
a  bill  reported  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed  -  1766 
a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  to  the  same  efiect, 

vaa  »ad  three  times,  and  passed   -      -  SS68 

I. 

faapeachment,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were  instructed  to  inquire  what  -provision 
is  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  arising 
from  the,  of  Judge  Chase      -  817 

said  committee  presented  a  bill  making  pro- 
Tuion,  dec,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  1057 

reported  witbont  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  1379 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1409 
Importation,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to 

prohibit,  &c.,  was  read  twice        -      -  1595 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  1596 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  coDcarred  in       -      •      -  1676 

the  act  approred   2834 

ImpMU  and  Tonnage,  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  were  directed  to  inqnire  whe- 
ther and  what  alterations  are  necessary  to 
the  act  for  collecting  dntiea  on      -      -  1663 

a  bill  to  amend  said  act,  presented,  read 
twice,  and  referred        ....  1613 
bniffessment,  instructions  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and 

Rnkney,  in  relation  to  -     '  •      -      -  3640 
Lidemnifications,  instructions  to  oar  Mhusten  at 

London,  in  regard  to  •  .  t.  -  S544 
ladiana  Territory,  a  letter  from  Governor  Harri- 
son, enclosing  certain  resolutions  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  the  House  of  Hcp- 
resentatires  of,  relative  to  a  suspension  of 
the  sixth  article  of  compact,  &c.,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  -  816 

a  petition  and  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of 
tiie  citiaens  of,  in  (^position  to  the  resolu- 
tions mentioned  above,  were  referred  to 
the  same  committee      ....  S16 

mid  committee  presented  a  report  in  part   -  9S0 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of,  relating  to  slaves,  which 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  -      -  1331 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  right  of 
anffiage  in  1434 

aaid  committee  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect, 
iriiidi  was  read  twice,  and  referred        -  1463 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -  1616 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned    ...  1617 

the  act  approved  S834 

a  bill  to  change  the  boQndaries  of  the  land 
districts  in,  was  read  twice,  and  committed  1846 

a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitanu  of,  praytag 
a  division  of  said  Territory  into  two  gov- 
ernments, was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  1976 

said  committee  presented  a  report  thereon, 
which  was  agreed  to     -      -      •      -  2067 
Indian  TreaUes,  a  bill  presented  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect certain,  read  twice,  and  committed   -  1560 

mderod  to  a  tikird  reading  -      -      -      -  1600, 


Indian  Treaties — continned.  P^i, 
read  a  ditrd  time,  and  paieed    •     -     •  llil 

the  act  approved      -      -      -  - 
Indian  Tribes,  the  proper  committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  and  what  al- 
terations ought  to  be  made  in  the  act  reg- 
ulating trade  with  .....  leot 
a  Message  from  the  President  with  copies 
of  treaties  with  certain,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means     .  19M 
Infinn,        Officers  and  Soldiers,  a  committee 
was  ^ipointed  to  inquire  whedier  some 
provision  ought  not  to  be  made  for,  of  the 

army  1M7 

said  committee  presented  a  bill  for  relief  o( 

which  was  read  twice,  and  committed   -  187) 
bill  discussed  tXn 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  were  refused  leave  to  at 
again   .......  1578 

Fnnes,  Hsrty,  Judge ;  Mr.  Rowan  oflSired  a  reso- 
lotioa  for  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the 

conduct  of  1898 

which  was  ordered  to  lie  for  consideratioa  •  1866 
the  resolution  adopted,  and  committee  ap- 
pointed -  .  -  -  -  -  1S6( 
said  committee  made  a  report  thereon  - 
report  discussed  -  -  -  -  -  SMI 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  KM 
papers  relating  to  the  inquiry  aforesaid  -  titS 
a  deposition      in  relation  to  Judge  Sebw- 

tian  »(« 

Invalid  Penuoners,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War  in  relation  to,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims    -  1741 
another  report  from  the  same,  on  the  same 

subject  ITK 

the  committee  presented  a  bill  concerning  IW 
wlikh  was  read  twice,  and  committed      -  ISU 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  tlK 
read  a  diird  time,  and  paased  as  Amend^  -  i&l 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  agreed  to  -      -     •  SSI 
the  act  approved      -      -      -      .      -  38CI 
Inventors,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  directed  to 
lay  before  the  House  a  list  of,  to  wliom 
patents  had  been  granted      ...  IMI 
Ipiwidk  Harbor.   (See  Lighi-luim,  ^c.) 

J. 

Jadson,  John  G.,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  Vas 

qualified  as  a  member,  and  took  his  seat  1(81 
Jay*  Sir  James,  the  memorial  of;  which  was  pre- 
sented at  the  laat  session,  was,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Nelson,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  80! 

said  committee  reported  a  resolution,  which 

was  adopted  -  -  .  -  .  .  Ml 
a  bill  was  presented  appropriaUng  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  placed  in  the  haads  of  the 
President  to  purchase  a  certain  invention 
of  the  memorialist,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  lOIl 

Jay,  James,  a  memorial  of^  praying  the  liquida* 
tion  of  a  Revolationaiy  account,  was,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -      -  -      -      -  I'iT 

said  committee  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  postponed  indefinitely     -  tUf 
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Jt^bnan  Coonty.  New  Yoric,  a  reprcMntation  of 
the  inhftbLUnls  ot,  relating  to  clefeDC«a 
against  the  Indiaiu,  WM  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  War  1408 

JiAnooTitle  Dtitrict,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lande  were  uutmeted  to  inquire  into  the 
ezpe^ncy  of  annexing  iha  landi  eut  of 
the  diitrict  of  Vineenno*  to  the     -      -  1470 
J<rfuiM»n,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  the  Maryland  eon- 

teated  election  896 

on  the  Senate's  ganboat  bill  -  -  -1161 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reidation  re* 

lating  to  tieneral  Wilkinson  ...  1264 
on  removing  the  seat  of  Government  -  -  1541 
OB  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Militai;  Es- 

taUtdunent  1636 

on  die  supplementary  embargo  bill  -  -  1660 
on  eonrts  n»Ttj«l,  ....  177O 

on  the  reiolnlion  rdating  to  Judge  Innea  -  1886, 

2249 

speech  of,  on  suspension  of  the  embargo  -  2087 
Joamal  of  the  House,  corrections  of  the    -   600,  SOn, 

1178,  IS39,  1270 

Mr.  Randolph  offered  a  resolution  directing 
the  Clerk  to  compile  fu  tbm,  all  dacistooa 
on  points  of  order  -  ....  1047 
Joonala  of  Congress,  a  bill  anthoiuing  the  pur- 
chase of  certain,  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted  947 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  966 

read  a  third  time,  and  piased     ...  965 
Judicial  System,  a  bill  presented  in  further  addi- 
tion to  ^e  act  to  amend  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed  to      Conunitlce  of  tiio 
Whole  1470 

xeputed  without  ammdflMirt»  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading     .....  1717 

read  a  third  time,  and  paned     ...  1722 

th«  act  approred       -      •      •      ...  2836 

K. 

Kaltetsen,  Michael,  (Commandant  of  Fort  John- 
son,) a  letter  from^to  the  ofiicer  com- 
manding the  British  alo*^  of  war  Driver, 
'  informing  him  of  the  President's  proola- 

tnation   2292 

to  the  President,  enclosing  the  insolent  an- 
swer of  that  officer       -      -      -  -2293 
Kaakaskia,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  flirthtr  time  to  the  Commis- 
aioneci  of  the  district  of-      -     ■-  -1600 
a  peUtion  of  sundry  inhabitants  on  the  sub- 
ject, was  referred  to  Uie  sune        -      -  1601 
a  bill  to  continue  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
missioners of,  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted  1846 

K0II7,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  Philadelphia  memorial     •      -  1187 
on  removing  die  seat  of  Govnnment  •      .  1667 
on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Military  Ea- 
tablishment  ......  I6S4 

on  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  -  1681 
on  the  bill  relating  to  public  contracts       -  1716 
on  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  militia  1770 
Kmj,  Philip  Barton,  a  petition  against  the  elec- 
tion of,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Elections  808 


Key,  Philip  Barton — continued.  Page. 

another  petition,  counter  to  the  prajer  of  the 
former,  referred  to  the  same  -      -      -  1068 

a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1149 

said  report  was  discossed  -  1489 

and  recommitted  to  the  same  committee     -  1496 
'  an  amended  xep<Httmadc  -      .      -      .  1679 

and  debated     .      -      -  -      -  1S4& 

a  resolution  declaring,  entitled  to  his  seat, 
adopted  1840 

remarks  o^  in  support  of  his  motion  to  print 
the  memorial  against  the  Potomac  bridge  817 

speech  of,  against  the  bill  to  erect  the  said 
bridge  86S 

on  the  contested  election  of  MeCreery  and 
Barney        -      -      -      -  909, 1S81, 1236 

renatks  of,  on  the  resolution  telattng  Iff  cer- 
tain crimes  -      -      -      -      -  1009 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  ganboat  bill      -  1146 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Bassett's  resolutions  re- 
lating  to  public  contracts       -  1467 

remarksof,  introducing  bis  motion  to  appoint 
a  standing  committee  on  the  Diatnet  of 
Columbia  1486 

on  a  motion  i^  inqniry  Into  the  inainiution 
of  his  being  a  British  pennoner     •  1493, 1843 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  remove  the  seat 
of  Government     ....      -  1642 

remark*  of,  on  the  supplemental  embargo  bill  1 706 

speech  of,  on  the  additional  army  bill  •      -  2051 

on  the  resolution  autboriaing  a  suspension 
of  the  embargo  2118 

on  the  Senate's  bil]  to  the  eame  eflbct       -  2211 
King  of  Great  Britain,  proetamation  of  the,  re- 
lating to  deserters  from  bis  naval  service  SSSfi 

L. 

Lachaise,  Augusta,  a  letter  from,  to  the  President 

of  tiie  United  States      ....  2779 

Landaia,  Peter,  a  report  on  the  petition  of-      -  1239 
which  was  laid  on  the  taUe      ...  1331 
Lands  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  supplemental 
to  the  act  cenoeming,  was  read  twice,  and 
committed    ......  1007 

a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
authorising  the  sale  o^retd  twice,  and 

committed  1601 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  -  -  -1767 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1773 
retnmed  from  the  Senate  with  amflndmeats  1858 
which  were  agreed  to  -  -  •  -  1873 
the  act  an»oved  -  -  •  -  -  3836 
(See,  also,  TenncHce.) 
Latrobe,  B.  H.,  a  letter  from,  relating  to  the  sonth 

wing  of  the  Capitol      -  790 
his  letter  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Stand- 
ing Rules  and  Orders    ....  800 
Lear,  Tobias,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Consul  at  Mal- 
aga, on  the  subject  of  Algiers        -      -  2344 
letteii  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute  2348,  S349 
Iioaming,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
what  alterations  are  necesawy  in  the  sev- 
eral acts  to  encourage,  dtc     ...  921 
a  bill  presented  on  the  subject  of,  dtc^  read 
twice,  and  committed    ....  1741 
Labigarre,  Margaret  de,  a  petition  of,  stating  a 
claim  to  a  part  of  the  Batture,  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  bill  to  trans- 
fer said  Battnre  3137 
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Im,  KchaH  Bland,  a  bill  praaented  fiir  reUaf  (rf, 

read  twice,  and  committed     -       -       -  1771 
Lemofl,  M.  Gayow  de,  letter  Irom,  to  D.  Clarii, 

in  relation  to  General  Wilkinaon   -      -  S731 
Lmia,  Mr.,  apeech  of,  on  tiw  Polmnae  bridg* 

bUl  867 

Tomarka  of,  on  the  motion  to  nmove  the 

Beat  of  Government      ...  1688, 166S 
on  offering  hit  own  reaolntion  on  that  ■ab- 
ject      -       -       -■      -       -       -       -  1673 
on  Uie  bill  for  completing  the  touth  wing  of 

the  Capitol  1974 

Lewis,  Sarah,  deposition  of,  relating  to  an  im- 

preBsed  leaman  -  2306 

Library,  a  joint  resolution  from      Senate,  in  re- 
lation to  the  1678 
the  naolation  agreed  to,  and  a  joint  conmit. 
tee  appointed       .....  1683 
Ught-house  and  Bnoys,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
for,  at  the  places  therein-mentioned,  waa 
read  twice,  and  committed     •  1617 
reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     .       .  1741 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1767 
read  a  third  time,  and  puaed    ...  1771 
Lfanitatiom,  a  committee  waa  appointed  to  in. 
quire  what  deaeription  of  clums  against 
the  United  Sutee  are  baned  bj  die  atat- 

Vteof  870 

eeveral  claims  for  Revolutionary  iervices 
were  referred  to  said  committee     -    908,  933 
I^vermore,  Edward  St.  Loe,  of  Massachoeetts, 

ai^ared,  waa  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat  1083 
remuka      on  the  anpplemental  embargo 

hill   1347, 1360 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reject  the  Yazoo 

memorial  1878, 1394 

apeech  of,  on  the  reaolntion  concerning  Gen. 

eral  Wilkinson  1462 

remarks  of,  on  the  standing  mles  -  -1629 
neeeh  of,  on  the  rapplemental  embargo  bill  1658, 

1698,  1709, 1710 
remarks  of,  on  the  orders  of  bvslRess  .      •  1677 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  courts  mar- 
tial -     -      -      -  1750, 1768 
reraarkainex|rianation,orTeply,onthe  same  1754, 

1756,  1763 

apeech  of,  introducing  his  resolution  to  re. 
peal  the  embargo  laws         -      .-      -  1850 
Lk^d,  Mr,,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  arm- 
ing the  militia  1023 

on  the  motion  for  inqoby  into  the  sdt  da^  1309, 

1311 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  General  Wil. 
kinson  1366 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  courts  mar- 
tial   1733,  1760 

^Mechof,  on  bill  fbr  arming  the  militia  3178,3194 
Louisiana,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of, 

{traying  a  modification  of  the  laws  rdat. 
ng  to  elaima  of  land,  in  said  Territory,  ro- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Poblie  Lands  1840 
copy  of  a  paper  on  the  commerce  of  -      -  3731 
Lore,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations  846 
speech  of,  on  the  Maryland  contested  elec- 
tion   898, 984 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  arming  the 

militia  1032 

on  the  supfdemental  embargo  bill      -      -  1261 


LoTe,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 
on  Mr.  Bnrwelt's  resolution  relating  to  the 

caaeof  Gen.  Wilkinson  1886,  1346,  1409,1410 
speech  of,  on  the  same  sobject  -  -  1399,  1446 
remarks  on  the  motion  to  remoTo  the  seat  of 

Gorenment  ...  1683,  1563, 1607 
remariu  on  tlie  motion  to  hear  Jodge  Story  160S 
Bpeeeh  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  eonrta  mai- 

ttal  1793 

speech  on  the  Senate  bill  to  saspei^  the  eoH 
bargo    -  -  309S 

Lore,  William,commanding  British  sloop  ofwar 
Driver,  tetter  from,  to  the  commandant  of 
Fort  Johnson       .....  SSM 
Lynch,  Thomaa,dqNMntion  o(  relating  to  an  tm- 

preaeed  seaman     ....       -  t908 
LyoD,  Mr.,  remarks  o(  on  the  na^  apprapria- 

tiona  MT 

remarks  on  introducing  a  restrfoUon  to  repu- 
diate the  debts  due  to  Great  Britain  -  931 
on  the  Philadelphia  memorial  -  977 
on  the  reeoJation  for  arming  the  militia  -  1036 
on  the  motion  to  inquire  into  the  salt  du^  >  litis 
on  Uie  aupplementaiy  embargo  bill  1344,  1346, 

1686 

OB  the  iMoIntiaa  eoneemiaff  Geaeral  Wil. 

kinson  ....  tS»7, 1408, 1466 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  aalary  bill  14M:, 

1466 

OB  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  aeamen  1509 
on  Mr.  Sloan's  motion  to  remove  the  seat  of 

Govemaient   1535, 1565 

on  Mr.  Mastera*  leaolatim,  on  thaaime  sab- 

ject  IMS 

on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  -  -  1603 
OB  tbe  bill  for  aopportof  tba  NaKtairBo- 

tablidiment  1637.  1688 

on  the  rseetotimiieqteeting  foreign  iclalioiu  1644 
on  refening  the  Pennsylvania  raeohitioBs  -  1681 
on  the  bill  for  procuring  a  train  of  artiUery  -  1769 
OB  the  additional  Army  biU  ...  i9St 
on  the  bill  for  arming  the  militia  -  •  3196 
on  the  case  of  Judge  Innes      ...  33S0 

M. 

Macon,  Nathaniel,  from  North  Carolina,  appear. 

ed,  was  qualified,  and  took  hia  seat  -  90S 
remariis  of,  on  the  resolation  for  arming  the 

militia  1038,  10S4 

on  the  Senate's  gunboat  biH  •  -  -1156 
on  motion  for  inquiring  into  the  salt  duty  -  ISM 
on  the  bill  to  fortiQr  ports  and  harbors  .  ISSC 
on  the  Maryhnd  conteated  aleelion  -  -  ISSl 
on  introdadng  a  reaolntion  relating  to  pen- 

stoners  ......      .  imS 

on  the  supi^mentary  embargo  bill  -  1346,  1319 
on  the  resoJution  relating  to  General  W0kin. 

son   1964,  1346 

on  the  Yazoo  memorial  ...  -  itn 
on  Mr.  Burwell's  resolution  to  call  en  Meaan. 

Randolph  and  Clarit  ....  1840 
on  Mr.  Baaaatt'a  aecond  reaolvtion  rdatiBg 

to  paUic  contracts       ....  1669 

on  the  militia  bill  1494 

on  the  motion  to  recommit  tiie  report  on  the 

electionof  Mr.  Key  ....  1494 
ontiielnll  to  tBcreaae  the  nnmber  of  seamen  1497, 

1498,  14W 

OR  the  Military  Peace  EstaUiflbinent  -  -  1514 
on  the  standing  rales       ....  iqs8 
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MaoDiii  Mr.»  remarki  of— continued.  Pttge. 
onremoTUig  the  soatof  Governtnent  1539,  1572, 

1576 

oD  referring  the  PennRylvania  re«t)at!ona  •  1681 
on  the  additional  Army  bill  ...  1973 
speech  of,  on  the  same  aubjcct  -  -  1934  1953 
Bpeecti  of,  on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -  2179 
remarki  0^  on  bill  to  relinquish  the  Batture  2256 
wi  the  Senate  bill  for  equipping  frigates,  &.c.  S270 
on  bill  relating  to  invalid  officers  and  soldiers  S278 
oa  resolution  to  dress  in  home  manulmctares  2283, 

8284 

Magmder,  Patrick,  election  of  as  Clerk    -      -  785 
Maps,  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  furnish  to  the  stand- 
ing committees  such,  as  they  maj  require  951 
Marginal  jurisdiction,  instructiona  to  our  Minis- 
ter at  London  in  relation  to,  on  high  seas  2(43 
Marine  Corps,  a  resolution  to  increase  the,  waa 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1006 
and  agreed  to   -      -  -      -  1471 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stat- 
ing the  number  of  officers  and  men  in  the  1149 
Marine  Insurance  Company  of  Alexandria,  a  pe* 
tUion  to  alter  the  style  of,  referred  to  the 
Committee  oa  the  District  of  Columbia  •  1647 
Marion,  Mr^  remarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  con- 
tested election      -  1231 
on  the  Yazoo  memorial     -  1300 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  credit  on  duties  1332 
on  the  Wilkinson  resolution     -  1352 
on  the  resolution  to  purchase  arms    -       -  1581 
on  the  resolution  to  compensate  Capt.  Pike  1669 
on  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  -  1681 
on  the  bill  relating  to  courts  martial  -      -  1752 
on  snapending  the  non-importation  act      -  2281 
ManhaJa,  a  bill  making  additional  compensation 
to  the,  of  North  Carolina  and  New  Jeney, 
was  read  twice,  and  committed      -      -  1S79 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      -      -      •  1695 
read  a  third  time,  and  puaed    •      -  -1613 

the  act  approved   2834 

Maryland  and  Georgia,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
to  revive  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  certain  acts  of    -      -      -  1642 
a  bill  to  that  effiwtwas  presented,  read  twice, 

and  eommitted     .      -      .     .      .  1858 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  on  the  aame  snbjeet, 

was  presented   2092 

read  three  times,  and  passed     -  2187 

the  art  approved   2862 

Alasters,  Mr.,  speech  of^  on  fortifications  and  gnn- 

boaU  993 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill     -  1077, 

1087, 1104 

on  die  bill  to  fortify  porta  and  harbors  -  -  1884 
<m  motion  to  refer  a  petition  of  slave  importers  1843 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  ntunber  of  seamen  1502 
on  the  standing  rules  ....  ifi89 
on  removing  the  seat  of  Government  -  1565, 1566 
on  hisonn  resolution  on  thatsubject  -  -  1669 
on  the  motioQ  to  bear  Judge  Story  -  -  1607 
on  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Es- 
tablishment   1680, 1638 

qwech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  soapend  the 
embargo       ------  3108 

on  the  bUl  for  arming  the  militia      -      -  2194 
Mediterraneao  Fund.   (See  Barbary  Powera.) 
Metg^  Return  J.,  and  others,  a  memorial  of, 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  817 


Page. 

Merchant  Teasels,  Mr.  Dana  offered  a  leaohltion 

relating  to  -  -  •  -  -  -  1064 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  1066 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 
the  resolution  referred  to  select  committee  2127 
Message,  the  President's  annual,  received.  (8«a 
Senate  proceedings,  p.  14.) 
debate  on  referring  the  same     ...  79ft 
a  confideaUal,  from  the  same     -  1063, 1816, 1869 
in  reply  to  a  resolution  asking  information, 

tonchiDg  treasonable  combinations  -      -  148S 
transmitting   further  papers,  not  sooner 
found,  on  the  same  subject    ...  1664 
Messengers,  a  petition  of  the,  pf  the  several  de> 
portments,  praying  additional  oompensa* 
tion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Means  817 

Michigan  Territory,  a  petition  of  saodry  French 
inhabitants  of,  praying  further  time  for 
making  entries  of  claims  to  land  in,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 

Lands  1470 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  regolatiog 
granu  of  land  in,  wai  read  twice  and  omi- 
mitted  1740 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  SS7tt 
the  act  approved       -       -       •       -       -  S87i 
Middletown,  Connecticut,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  were  instructed 
in  relation  to  admitting  vessels  to  unlade 

in  the  district  of  1846 

Military  Academy,  a  report  from  Colonel  Wil- 
liams in  r^ation  to  the  ...      -  2606 
Military  Establishment,  a  resoluUon  reported  that 
it  is  expedient  to  increase  the,  and  lefi^ 
rod  to  Uie  Committee  of  the  V/hxAa       •  1009 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  revive  and  conttnne 
the  act  to  fix  the,  and  to  extend  the  pro- 
viBions  thereof      ....      -  1638 
read  twice  and  committed  -  1624 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -       -       -  1676 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasMd    •      -  -1678 
the  act  approved      •      -      -      -      -  2836 
a  Ull  making  appropriations  for  support  of 

the,  for  1808.  read  twice,  and  oomiutled  -  1616 
debate  on  the  same   -      .      .      -      .  1690 
Military  Force,  a  bill  Irom  the  Smate  to  raise  an 

additional,  read  twice,  and  committed  •  1786 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  1771 
debated  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole  1840 

debated  and  amended       ...      -  1841 
Committee  of  the  Whole  disohargad,  and 
bill  committed  to  the  Ooounittae  on  the 
President's  Message      -      •      -      -  1843 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole        -      -  1846 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended      -  1861 
the  act  approved      .....  8840 
Military  Land  Warrants,  the  Committee  on  Pub-  1 
lie  Lands  were  inetructed/  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  extending  the  tima  for- 
issuing  and  locating     ...      -  1608 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  prasanted,  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  1628 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1766 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  1771 
the  act  approved  8843 
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MUit«i7  PesM  EsUblwliment,  a  Ull  from  the 
Senate  supplementaiy  to  the  act  fixing  a, 
read  twice,  and  committed     -      -      -  1233 
a  debate  on  the  same        -  1513 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  diachar^d,  and  the 

bill  referred  to  a  select  committee   -      •  1623 
nported  without  amendment,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  &ie  Whole     -      •  1614 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  diacharged, 
and  bill  committed  to  the  Committee  on 

MilitaT7  Pensioni  1648 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     -      -  1872 
postponed  indefinitely        ....  2280 
MUitia,  a  committee  q|ipoinled  to  inquire  what 
alteration  ought  to  be  made  in  the  lawa 

relating  tu  the  903 

Mr.  Ilandolph  offered  a  readatiou  to  arm 
the  whole  body  of,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole     -  lOOS 
Mr.  Eppes  offered  an  amendment,  limiting 

the  number  to  be  armed,  which  tailed     -  1039 
the  reaolutton,  as  offered  by  Mr.  Randolph, 

agreed  to  1055 

a  bUI  preaented  to  arm  and  equip  the  whole 

body  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  -  1901 
a  motkra  to  coneider»  ftiled  ...  so66 
bUl  debated  -  •  -  -  -  -  S17& 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  8197 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaeed  -  -  -2198 
the  act  approTed  -  .  ■  ■  -  -  2860 
a  bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  national  defence  by 
the,  was  presented,  read  twice,  and  oom- 

mitted  1370 

adebalaontfielNll  ....  .1609 
a  committee  way  appointed  to  inqnlre  con- 

tfsining  the  pay  and  clothing  of  the      -  1497 
a  bill  autborixing  a  detachment  from  the, 

was  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed  1713 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1770 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1771 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to    -      -      -      -  1871 

the  act  approved  S646 

the  Presidem  transmitted  a  atatement  irf'the  1870 
Miller,  Samuel,  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  agreed  to  -       -       -       -       -  1763 

Milnor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer 

the  Philadelphia  memorial      ...  966 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill    -  1062 
1062,  1066,  1068.  1070.  1160 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Philadelphia 
memorial     ......  ugs 

onthemotiontoinqnireconeemingBaltdQty  1210 
on  the  supplementary  embargo  bill    -  126t,  1652 
on  the  embargo  memorial  ....  1273 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  General  Wil- 
kinson   1301, 1367 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  remove  the  seat 

of  Qovemment     .....  1549 
remarks  of,  on  referring  the  Pennsylvania 

reeolotions  1680 

on  the  Senate  bill  to  equip  the  frigates,  Ac.  8270 
Mint,  the  President  transmitted  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Director  of  the     -  358 
a  bill  to  prcdong  the  continuance  of  the,  at 
Philadelphia,  was  twice  read,  and  commit- 
ted  1434 


Mint — continued.  Ptgi. 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  IBS) 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -  IHl 

the  act  approved  tUH 

sundry  papers  in  relation  to  the,  traosmitted 
from  the  Treasury        ....  Jt74 

yiro,  Estevan,  a  letter  from,  to  Judge  Sebastian, 

in  relation  to  Genera)  Wilkinson    -      -  SISI 
Misaissiun  Territory,  so  much  of  the  memottal  of 
the  Legislative  Council,  dec,  of^  as  relates 
to  the  reriaal  and  amendment  of  the  acts 
regulating  grants,  &c,  was  referred  to  tfaa 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  -      -      -  601 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  what 
alterations  are  necessary  in  the  act  to  ap- 
point an  additional  judge  in,  dec,   -      -  M 
a  memorial  of  a  number  of  inhabitants  o( 
stating  sundry  grievances,  was  referred  to 
the  same      ......  W 

a  representation  of  the  Legislative  Coundl, 
wc.,  of,  on  various  matters,  referred  to  the 
same  ISCJ 
a  memorial,  praying  a  limitation  of  the  au- 
thority given  to  the  Governor  of,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  208D 
Monroe,  James,  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of 

SUte  to       2353,  2376,  2377,  2402.  2407,  MIS 
correspondence  of,  with  the  Secseiary  of 
State  2441,  2442,  2444,  2446,  2446,  2447,3461, 
8466,  2468,  2471,  8590, 8625, 3630, 2632, 3617, 

t6i 

correspondence  with  Lord  Mulgrave  8412,  S4S1 
correspondence  with  the  Right  Hon.  C.  J. 

Fox   2437,  2443,  a4» 

oorrespondence  with  Mr.  Canning      3628, 2631. 

8633,  2636,  2643,  2663, 3666 
Monroe  and  Pinkney,  Messrs.,  corre^Mndence  of 

with  the  Secretary  of  State    2452,  2470, 3474, 
8480,  8483,  8484, 2485.  2496, 8505, 2606, 3507, 
2539,  2545,  266^  2560,  2570.  2649, 36N 
correspondence  with  Lord  Howick     8179|  tttf 
correspondence  with  Lord  GrenviUa  -     -  348S 
correspondence  with  Lord  Holland     2494,  SMS 
correq[K>ndence  with  Lord  Auckland  3496, 
eoiMspondence  with  Mi.  Canning      8644, 2^ 
Montgomery,  John,  speech  o(  on  the  Navy  ap- 
propriations -      -      -      ...  811 
gpevch  introductny  of  his  resiriuttcHi  relating 

to  certain  crimes   ....     -  lOK 
remarka  of,  on  the  motion  for  iofaiiy  into 

the  salt  dn^  Wl* 

lemailu  oS,  relative  to  the  Meditemnean 

Aind  m* 

wt  the  Maryland  contested  election  -  • 
on  the  sopt^ementaiT  emtwno  bill     1246, 1361. 

1668,  1674 

in  defence  of  Captain  Pike  -  I6U 
on  the  bill  relating  to  courU  martial    172S.  1747, 

1758, 1751,  IMI 

on  the  case  of  Judge  Innes  -  3349 
Morrison,  James,  statement  of.  in  relation  Vt 

Judges  Innes  and  Sebastian  -  *7W 
Morrow,  Mt^  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  loan 

arms  to  Ohio  17^ 

Moeely,  Mr.,  speech  of,  tm  the  additional  Amy 

bill   -  1177 

Mumford,  Mr.,  appointment  of,  in  place  of  Mr. 
I'bomos,  on  the  Committee  of  Commeros 
and  Manafectures  ^ 
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Moad*  Shoab,  a  msmorial  ot  anndr;  peraona 
praying;  bd  act  of  tncorpontion  for  the 
porpoes  of  opening  and  rendenng  naviga- 
ble the,  was  referred  to  a  niect  committee  876 
McConntck,  Rev.  Mr.,  information  from  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  appointment  of,  aa  Chaplain  -  853 
JfeOreery,  Mr.,  the  Committee  of  Blectiona  made 
report  in  ftvor  of  th«  election  of,  which 
WM  agreed  to  1337 

nna^  of;  oa  Mr.  Qainc^'i  embargo  rrao* 

tntioii   3078 

H^triand,  Doneaii,  a  meBMmal  of,  conteeting 
the  wat  of  Mr.  Colpepper,  of  North  Car- 
olina, referred  to  C<Hnmittee  of  Elections  801 

the  Speaker  presented  sundry  docamenta  rtH- 
alive  to  the  claim  of,  to  a  seat,  rslnTed  as 
above   869, 961,  1067 

a  report  frmn  the  CommittM  of  Eleetioiia  in 
the  case  of  1204 

winch  was  rdertad  to  Uie  CtHnmittea  of  tibo 
Whole  1306 

and  coBcarred  in  by  said  Committee  -      •  1370 

and  by  the  House     -  '    •      •      -      •  1371 

N. 

Vtajemoj,  a  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the  ilie* 

trie!  oU  read  twice,  and  conuatltod  -      -  S064 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  nme  e&et    •  3345 
read  twice,  and  cmnmitted        ...  3363 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  3367 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  3368 
Natchex,  a  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  dtc.,  of,  pray- 
ing a  grant  of  two  lots  of  land  within  the 
limita  ot,  for  pubUc  porposes,  referred  to 
the  Committoe  on  Public  Lands    -      -  957 
KatnraliutioQ  Laws,  a  committee  was  aj^canted 

to  inquire  into  the  1471 

a  bill  reported  by  said  committee,  read  twice, 
and  committed      .....  1871 
Kaval  Monument,  a  bill  reported  remitting  the 

duties  on  a,  twice  read  end  committed  -  1019 
a  motion  to  amend  negatived,  and  bill  at- 

dered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1688 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment  1744 

wludi  was  disagreed  to     -      -      -      « 1746 
the  act  approved        ■      .      .  3843 
Navigatiop,  a  bill  rekting  to  the  ■acnri^  o^  read 

twice,  and  committed  ....  3168 
Navy,  a  bill  making  appropriaUons  far  support 

of  the,  for  1807,  read  twice,  and  referred  804 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  830 
read  a  third  time  .....  831 
and,  after  debate,  pawed  ....  803 
the  act  approved  .....  3813 
sundry  resolutions  nlattng  to  Ae,  prei«aitad 

by  Mr.  Cook  983 

which  were  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  986 
a  bill  for  the  rapport  of  the,  for  1808,  was 

read  twice,  and  committed     -  1406 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1526 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1538 
the  act  approved       .....  3861 
K*Tj  Agents,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  a  statement  of  porcbaaes  and 
supplies  made  by.  for  three  yean   -      -  1006 
^^olson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  tjuincy's  motion 

relative  to  the  Chesapeake  ...  813 
ranarks  on  the  Potomac  bridge  biU    -  866^  868 


Nalson,  Mr.,  remarks  of-7Continned.  Page. 
on  the  motion  to  refiSr  the  Philadelphia  me. 

morial  •  '     .      .      •      .      .      .  970 
on  the  resolutiani  relating  to  Revolntionary 
services         ......  1016 

on  the  bill  prepared  in  pursuance  of  said 

resolutions     -  2297 
on  the  resolution  to  arm  the  militia    -      -  1034 
on  the  Maryland  contested  election      1331,  1236 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  Navy  1605,  1507 

on  ^  bill  to  arm  the  militia     ...  15I0 
on  the  bill  to  increase  die  MUitaryEstaUish^ 
mcnt    .......  1618 

on  his  own  resolution  relating  to  Revolu- 
tionary pensions    .....  1766 

on  the  additional  Military  ftrue  ...  1856 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  auUiorize  a  suspension 

of  the  embargo   2381 

Newburyport,  a  resolution  to  establish  a  poet 
road  from  Boston  to,  was  referred  to  the 
Committeo  of  the  Whole  >  .  I69§ 
a  memorial  of  the  inhidittants  of,  praying-, 
permission  to  export  their  fish,  was  re- 
ferred  1988 

New  Orleans,  a  Message  in  reUtion  to  the  pub- 
lic grounds  in  the  city,  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  PnUic  Lands  -  1748 
Newport,  a  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  relating 
to  the  defence  of;  referred  to  a  sriect  com- 
mittee   3084 

Newspapers,  a  resolution  to  ftamish  three  to  each 

member       ......  784 

Mr.  WiHiama  offered  an  explanatory  reeoln- 
tion  on  the  subject  of    -      -      -      -  793 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  a 

bill  of  last  session  .....  803 
on  Mr.  Quincy's  motion  relating  to  the  Ches- 
apeake  813 

on  the  navy  appropriations  ...  838 
on  fortifications  and  gunboats  ...  996 
on  the  resoltttion  to  arm  the  nUliti*  -  •  1089 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bUI  ...  1074 
on  the  supplemoBtary  embargo  bill     1847,  1653, 

169B 

on  the  embargo  memori^  ....  1377 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  supplemental 

embargo  trill  1850 

on  Mr.  Bassett'sreaolutienarelatiag  to  pub- 
lic contracts  1469 
on  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  seamen  140T 
on  the  Irill  to  extinguish  the  debts    -      -  1600 
speech  of,  on  the  supplementary  embargo 

bill     -    -    -    -    -    -    ■  i««8 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Quincy's  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  embargo    ....  3076 

on  the  Senate's  additional  embargo  btU     -  3860 

on  referring  tiie  President's  Message  relat- 
ing to  Briti^  land  claims      ...  3363 

on  the  Senate  tnll  to  authorize  the  Prendent 
to  EUEpend  the  non-importation  act  3381,  3383 
New  Tork,  a  letter  from  the  Executive  of  the 

State  of,  enclosing  legislative  resolutions  * 
concerning  the  protection  of  tiinr  city, 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed       -  704 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  p)W|en  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ports  and 
Harbors  800 

a  memorial  of  the  Mayor,  dec,  of  the  ci^  of, 
on  Uie  same  subject,  referred  ...  817 
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New  Toik — continued.  Pig«. 
a  memorial  of  the  merehanta  of,  relating  to 
the  embargo,  referr«<]  to  the  Committoe  of 
Commetce  and  Manufactima  -      -      -  1608 
a  petition  of  sundry  citi2ens  of,  relaUng  to 
lands  ceded  by  Georgia,  was  referred  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole      -      -      ■  IMO 
a  petition  representing  the  defenceleas  state 
of  the  harbor  of,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole   3128 

Nicholaa,  Wileon  Caiy,  of  Virginia,  speared, 

was  qaalified,  and  took  hia  aeat  -  -  903 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Phila- 
delphia memorial  -----  969 
on  arming  the  militia  ....  10S2 
on  the  Senate's  gsnboat  bill  ...  1126 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resohitim  rriating  to 

General  Wilkinson  -  1269 
omUll  to  inereaaa  the  Naval  EetablirfuMnt  IfiOS 
on  the  Military  Peaee  Estd)liihineBt  -  -  1520 
on  the  expense  attending  the  remoral  of  die 

■eat  of  GoTernment      -      .      .  1670,  1694 
on  courts  martial,  A,c.      ....  1763 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  same  -  1817 
in  explanation  of  hia  views  on  the  Army  bill  1948 
on  bill  toarm  the  whole  body  of  militia  2186,2167 
NoD'importation,  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufaetnrea  weie  initraeted  to  i&> 
quire  what  amendments  were  necessary 

to  the,  act     -  1064 

(See,  also,  Importation,} 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  (he  Pmsi< 
dent  to  Bo^nd  the^  aet,  read  twice,  and 

committed   2253 

a  debate  on  the  said  bill    .      -      -      -  2281 
which  was  indefinitely  postponed      -      -  2263 
Northwestern  Territoiy,  a  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  me  expediency  of  amend* 
ing  the  ordinance  for  government  of  die  960 
a  bill  presented  by  said  committee,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -  1829 

O. 

Oeceqoan,  a  resolation  of  inquiry  whether  the 
mtS[  should  not  pass  through*  instead  of 

Colchester  .-  1678 

report  from  the  Assistant  Postnuter  Gene- 
ral ip  reply  -  1680 

OflUers  of  the  Navy,  a  memorial  of  the,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee   -  1661 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  providing  a 
Nawl  Peace  Esteblishment  was  presented, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       -      -  2261 

Ohio,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  o^  relating 
to  sale  of  lands,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands       ...  1831 
a  petition  praying  a  modification  of  the  acti 
relating  to  public  lands,  referred  to  die 
Committee  of  the  Whole      -      -      -  1434 
a  petition  praying  amendments  to  the  laws 
relating  to  purdiase  of  lands,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands     •       .  1840 
'  a  petition  praying  a  reasonable  time  for  pay- 
ment, dec,  referred  as  above   .      -      -  2066 

Old  Topsail  Inlet,a  resolution  of  the  L^islatore 
of  North  Carolina  was  presented  relative 
to  the  erection  of  a  fort  for  command  of 
the  bar,  dtc.  at  1379 

Order,  a  resolution  was  submitted  relating  to  vio- 

lationaof  1679 


Pag.. 

Order  of  Bunneea,  a  resolution  in  relstiOB  to  Ae, 

was  sobmiUed  1614 

and  negatived  1878 

Orders  of  Council,  tiie  President  transmitted  cer- 
tain British,  referred  to  the  Committee  <tf 

the  Whole  165S 

a  copy  of  the  same  - 

Orders  and  Decrees,  a  resolution  submitted,  di- 
reetiiv  the  Secretary  of  Stato  to  Iranamit 
to  the  Hooae  authcatie  cofdes  of  the  seve- 
ral  commerdal,  which  have  been  iaiMd 
by  Great  Britain  - 

Orleans  Territory,  a  bill  reported  to  direct  the 
mode  of  surveying  land  in,  rand  twke,  and 
committed  -  -  .  .  .  .  1Q06 
a  resolution  of  the  Legislative  Coancil,  dec 
of,  proposing  an  amendment  of  die  or&- 
naace  ibr.the  govcnment  e(  was  leAmd 
to  a  committee  .....  Sltt 
a  bill  aatberiaing  the  Governor  to  enpply  var 
canciee  in  the  Legislative  Council  of,  was 
read  twice,  and  committad     ...  S19T 

P. 

Paine,  Thomas,  a  representation  of,  stoting  va- 
rious services,  and  praying  compensatioa 
for  the  same,  was  presented  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  erf  Chima   -      •      -  lS0ft 
Parke,  Benjamin,  a  delegate  from  Indiniia  Terri- 
tory, appeared,  and  waa  qaalified    -       -  790 
Patent  Rights,  a  report  in  relation  to,  was  made  1066 
a  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  a  renewal  of,  was  presented,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  teble      -  1740 
a  eommunieatimi  from  A.  Boucfaeiie  on 
granting,  to  aliena        -      .      -      .  nt4 
Peaee,  a  bill  fVom  the  Senate  far  the  preeemtion 

cS,  in  our  porto  and  haibora   .      .      -  1006 
read  twice,  and  committed        ...  |019 
pn^ress  reported,  ike      -      •      •      -  1M4 
postponed  indeSnitety      ....  txn 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  continuing  in  force  the  act 
for  mere  eflectual  preservation  of,  Ac     •  1771 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  stated  SITS 
lead  diree  times,  and  paased      ...  %m 
the  act  approved      .....  SSH 
Pearl  Itiver,  the  Committee  on  PuUie  Laab 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  edditional  compensa- 
tioa to  the  Board  of  Commissiooeta  for 
ascerUining  claims  to  land  west  of         -  889 
a  report  thereon  from  said  cmnmittee        -  13N 
Penn^lvania,  a  petition  of  atmdry  inh^itantaof 
Erie  couiity,  relating  to  treason,  dcc^  waa 
raferred  to  die  commiltae  on  thrt  subject  1560 
sundry  resolutions  of  the  Legislatore  of,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the  Constitutieit, 
were  presented     .....  1009 
Pension  List,  the  Committee  on  Revohitionaiy 
Claims  was  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
pronsion  ought  not  to  be  made  for  placing 
persons  who  have  received  wounds  anb- 
aequent  to  the  Revolutionary  war,  on  tb«  918 
the  Committee  of  Claiina  was  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  ezpecHeney  of  jUmdng  all 
those  now  on  Ae  Stole  hats,  in  oonse- 
quenee  of  wounds  received  in  the  Bevohi- 
tieiMiy  wav  on  the       ....  iMS 
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F«r  ccaUge,  the  Uecretarica  of  War  and  Navy 
were  iwpectiTeljr  directed  to  report  an  ao> 
munt  of  tnOTchaiidue  andsiippliea,  and  on 
which  a,  had  been  paid  -  903 
Peter,  Robert,  and  oUwrs,  a  bill  authorizing,  to 
bare  their  squares  and  lota  in  the  City  of 
Washington  sub-divided,  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  -  1433 
Philadelphia,  a  memorial  of  SDndry  merchants 
and  traders  ot,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  act 
to  prohibit  importation,  waa  preaented  and 

read  061 

and,  aider  considerable  debate,  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  table  982 

Phillips,  John,  compensation  allowed  to,  for  extra 

services        ......  2281 

Pike,  Captain,  a  committee  was  aj^ointed  to  in- 
quire what  compensation  ought  to  be  made 

to,  dec  1669 

a  report  thereon  from  aaid  committee  refer* 
nd  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -  1767 
Pinknej,  William,  letters  from,  to  the  Secretary 

of  Stale         -  2666.2676,2677,8680,2682 
(See,  also,  Monroe  and  Pinhney.) 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  on  the  reaolatioo  relating  to  miUuiy 

courts  -  1817 

on  the  resolution  of  inqoiry  into  tbe  conduct 

of  Judge  lanea  1860 

on  appointing  a  committee  to  impeach  Judge 

Brain  S069 

on  the  Senate  bill  for  equipping  the  frigates, 

&c  2S71 

Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  a  memorial  of  the  in- 
inhabitants  of,  praying  permission  to  ex- 
port their  fish,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole      -      -      -  -1938 
Fljmouth,  North  Carolina,  a  bill  to  make,  a  port 

of  entry,  read  twice,  and  committed       -  2064 
a  bin  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect     -  3246 
read  twice,  and  committed     ...  2268 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  8267 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  8377 
tbe  act  approved       ....      -  3887 
Plymouth  Harbor.   (See  Ligkt-houat,  4v<) 
Foiadexter,  Cieorge,  a  delegate  from  Mississippi 

Territory,  appeared  and  was  qualified     -  783 
Tenuriu  of;  on  bis  resolution  ior  impeach- 
ment of  Judge  Brain     ...  .8069 
Poiat  Judith,  a  bill  to  erect  a  light-hoaia  on,  waa 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...  1470 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1634 
read  a  third  time,  and  paasad    ...  1538 
the  act  approved      ....      -  3836 
Portec.  David,  a  petition  of,  in  behalf  of  tbe  offi- 
cers of  the  Navy,  praying  a  remission  of 
datiea  on  a  monument  imported  from 
Italy,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Ways  and  Meana  060 

FMteTi  Mr.,  remaAs  of,  on  presenUng  a  memonal 

on  the  subject  of  the  embargo        -      -  1873 
Portlandi  Maine,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  President  to  exchange  tbe  site  of  the 
foitificationa  near,  for  other  lands  more 

suitable   -  1939 

a  bill  was  r^rted  by  said  committee,  giving 

authority,  dec,  read  twice  and  committed  8066 
n»d  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3377 
T^umed  from  the  Senate,  with  amcBdmenli  8876 


Portland,  Maine—continued.  Page, 
which  were  agreed  to       -  -  2877 

the  act  approved      -  3867 
Ports  and  Harbors,  a  bill  for  fortifying,  read  twice  1334 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  same  day  read 
a  third  Ume,Bnd  passed  -      -      -  -1288 

returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  1296 
which  were  agreed  to  -       -       -       -       -  13!S 

a  Message  from  the  President  relating  to,  waa 

referred-  1870 
the  committee  discharged  -  8380 
the  act  approved      ....      -  8816 

Post  Office  and  Poat  Roada,  a  resolution  waa  an V 
mitted  for  a  committee  to  inqnira  what 
amendments  are  neceasaij  totse  laws  es- 
tablishing    ......  796 

tbe  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committea 
appointed     ......  799 

pedtions  on  the  subject  of;  were  referred  to 
a  select  committee  .....  1767 

a  bill  in  relation  to,  was  reported  to  the  Houae  3066 
Post  Roada,  a  letter  from  the  Postmaater  General 
on  the  subject  of  new,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Pott  Roads  868 
a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain,  waa  read 
twice,  and  committed    ....  1528 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2067 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2062 
a  resolution  relative  to,  in  Georgli,  submitted  8346 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  -  8847 
a  bill  to  establish  certain,  in  Georgia,  was 

read  twice  -  2251 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  2252 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  amendments  2260 
which  were  agreed  to .       -       .       -       -  2267 

the  act  approved   2860 

Potomac,  petitions  for  and  against  a  bridge  over 

tbe,  were  referred  to  a  select  committee  -  803 
a  bill  from  aaid  committee  tta  erection  of  a 
bridge,  read  twice,  and  referred      •      •  816 

debate  on  the  IhII  866 

bill  read  by  sections  -  050 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  050 
recommitted  -  064 
reported,  with  sundry  amendments,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  060 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  1008 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  .  .  ■.  1006 
returned  from  the  Senate,  wltfi  amendment!  1406 
which  were  agreed  to  -      -      -      -      -  ISIS 

the  act  approved  3819 

Power,  T.,  extract  of  e  letter  fit»n,  on  the  subject 

of  General  Wilkinson   -      .      -      -  1868 
correspondence  of,  with  the  Baron  Caronde- 
let,  on  the  same  subject  •  2799,  2801 

Pratt,  James  Roe,  depoMtion  of  relating  to  im- 
pressed seamen     .....  S80S 
Price,  John,  depoeition  of  relating  to  impresaed 

seamen  -  8806 
Privileges,  Mr.  Lyra  offered  a  reaolution  eoneeni' 

ing  1660 

Proclamation,  a  copy  of  the  President's,  inter- 
dicting our  harbors  and  waters  to  British 
armed  vessels,  &c,        ....  947 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  of  Alexandria,  tbe 
petidon  of  the,  praying  an  act  of  incorpo* 
•  raliouj  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  1816 
aaid  committee  reported  a  bill  to  inctHporate 

ihi^  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  1318 
the  committee  disdiaiged  ....  1840 


Digilized  by 


Google 


Ixiii 


INDEX. 


Horue  Proceedinga  and  Dthaia. 


Page 

Public  Anofl,  sn  act  anthorizins  the  tale  of      -  2849 
Public  Boildinga,  a  report  of  the  Surveyor  oU 

was  referred  to  a  committee  •      •      •  1870 
a  bill  makiDg  appioprialioni  fbr»  Ao,  wae 

presented  and  read        -  1973 
the  biO  recommitted  -  1976 
read  a  second  tune,  and  cvdered  to  a  third 
reading         ......  2251 

blanks  filled,  and  bill  reported  to  the  House  2272 
amended,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 

time  M  amended  -      .      .      -      -  337s 
read  a  third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  -  8277 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to      .....  3270 

the  act  approved      -  3870 
the  Surveyor's  report  on  thestateof  Uie,  S7SS,  2749 
report  of  a  committee  on  the     -  2790 
Public  Contracts,  an  act  in  relation  to      -      -  S8&3 
Public  Debt,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeary  trans- 
mitted a  statement  of  the       -       -       -  3136 
FaUie  Infoimatton,  transcript  from  the  Royal 
Gazette  of  St  John's,  New  Brunswick, 

giving   3397 

Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  794 
the  said  committee  directed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  laying  off  certain,  in 
Louuiana  Territory,  into  sections,  dec, 
and  granting,  to  settlers        ...  796 
same  in  relation  t?  Orieans  Territory        -  799 
also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing further  provision  for  the  sale  oi^  re- 
served for  the  disposition  of  Congress     -  8M 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  the  last  resolution  was 
reported,  read  twice,  and  reared  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole      -  1064 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1616 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  1617 
letumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  agreed  to    -      -      -      -  167S 
Pohlic  Printer,  the  Ulaik  of  the  Honse  was  an- 
thoiiied,  under  the  direction    the  Speak- 
er, to  make  an  arrangemeat  with  the,  to 
expedite  the  printing,  &&    .  -      -      -  I90I 

Q. 

Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  referring  the  Presi- 
dent's Message      -  796 
temarks  o^^n  explanation  of  his  proposed 
amendment  to  the  first  resolution  otf  ref- 
erence .......  797 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  of  inquiry  into 

the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  -  .-  805,814 
Temarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriation  bill  818, 

820,  824,  838 

on  the  Maryland  contested  election  -  -  898 
speech  of,  on  the  same  subject  -  906 
lemarks  of,  introductory  of  his  resolution  to 

ask  for  a  an^  of  the  Proclamation  -  -  934 
in  reply  to  objections  to  the  same  -  -  926 
on  fortifications  and  gunboats,  987,  093,  998,  1000 
bn  the  resolution  relating  to  certain  crimes  -  1009 
on  the  resolution  r^ating  to  Revolutionary 

officers  and  soldiers  -  1011,1013 
on  the  resolution  for  arming  the  militia  -  1061 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  ...  1079 
speech  o(  on  the  same  subject  -  1137^  1167 
on  the  Boston  memorials  -  -  -  117] 
on  the  bUI  to  fortify  ports  and  harbon  •  1186 
mnarks  o^  on  the  motion  for  inquiring  into 


Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of— oontinued.  Page. 

the  salt  duty  ISU 

on  the  supiriemental  embargo  hill  1344, 1345, 
1346,  1340.  1263,  1668, 1713 
on  the  Yaxoo  memorial  ....  1290 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  General  Wilk- 
inson -  1J37 
on  the  Mediterranean  Fond  bill  -  1330 
on  hie  motion  to  postpone  the  aup[danental 

embargo  bfll  1369 

on  the  bUI  to  increaae  the  number  of  seamen  1604 
on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  -  -  1610 
on  the  resolution  respecting  foreign  Telations  164T 
on  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  -  1681 
on  the  bill  to  procnre  a  train  of  artillery  -  1708 
speech  of,  on  bis  resoluttui  respecting  for- 
eign relations  .....  I830 
on  introducing  his  resolution  in  relation  to 

the  embargo  -       3070, 3771, 3075 

in  explanation  of  his  remarks    -  3078 
<m  du  Senate  luU  anthorinng  a  snapenmim 
of  the  embargo     .....  sitl 
Qoonun,  messages  interchanged  rdating^  to  tlw 

formation  of  a      -      -      -      -  -781 

R. 

Randolph,  John,  speech  of,  denouncing  N.  B. 
Van  Zandt,  after  he  had  receiv^  a  {Mo- 
rality of  votes  for  Clerk  of  the  House     -  781 
remarlu      on  a  proposition  to  reconsider 

this  resolution  furnishing  newspapers  -  791 
on  the  Navy  appropriati<m  biD  .  632,  8X6, 839 
speech  of,  on  the  same  -  •  -  S34, 649 
on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  883; 

886,  941 

remarks  0^  on  the  Philadelphia  memorial  977,  980 
on  a  motion  to  take  up  the  second  resolution 

on  British  aggressions  -  983 
introducing  sundry  resolutions  ...  lOoS 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  certun  crimes  lOOB 
on  his  resolution  relating  to  the  Revolution* 

ary  war  -  -  •  1010, 1011,  1013, 1018 
on  his  resolution  for  arming  the  whole  body 

of  militia  -  -  1030, 1036,  1037,  1047 
on  the  Senate's  gunbeat  bill  ...  1137 
speech  of,  on  the  same      -  1133,  1167 

rema^  of,  in  explanation  of  the  adverb  nolo  1183 
on  the  motidn  lelatiTfl  to  the  Meditmanean 

fund  1313, 1314 

on  Uie  Maryland  eontested  election  -  -  1330 
oh  his  motion  to  conect  the  Jonmd  -  -  ISSt 
introducing  a  resolution  of  inquiry  relating 

to  General  Wilkinson  -  1360,  ISS6, 1396 
on  the  Yazoo  memorial  ....  1388 
on  Mr.  Burwell's  resolution,  on  the  subject 

of  General  Wilkinson  -  1334 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Burwelfs  motion,  calfing 

on  him  for  papers,  dee.  -  •  1843, 13^  1445 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  toodlfaig  Rev- 
olutionary pennoners  ....  IT8S 
on  the  bill  relating  to  militaty  courts  - 1779, 1S3Q 
on  his  resolution  relatfang  to  ue  order  of  ba- 

siness  1889,  1891, 1894 

on  the  additional  Army  bill  -  1904, 1954 

on  the  bill  for  completing  the  south  wing  of 

the  C^itol  17!E3, 1795 

speech  of,  on  the  additional  Army  biU  2031, 3048 
remarks  of,  on  the  title  of  said  tuli  -  .  SOM 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  tak*  up  the 

niliti«biU  • 
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Budolph,  John,  r«a«^  of— conlinneifl.  Page, 
on  appointing  a  oommiUae  of  impeachment 

againat  Judge  Bruin     • '     -      -      -  2068 
giving  notice  of  a  motion  relatiTe  to  frands 

in  land  wananU   2080 

in  explanation  of  hia  argument  on  tbo  om- 

baigo  3149 

on  hie  bill  for  anning  the  militia^  2175, 2176, 2183 

2186,2196.2196 

on  die  Senate  Mil  to  Bupend  the  embargo  -  2198 

2237. 22S8 

on  the  bill  to  relinquish  the  Batture  •  -  2266 
Reftigeea,  the  report  of  the  Commianonera  on 

tfw  daimi  of,  waa  referred  to  a  committee  966 

a  report  from  aaid  committor  thereon,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -  1323 

a  supplementary  bill  regulating  grants  of 
Una  to,  wai  read  twice,  and  referred      -  1223 
Segietered  Seamen,  a  tetter  fnm  the  Secretary 
of  State,  ivith  an  abstract  of  the  number 

of  1713 

fiepresentatives'  Hall,  a  committee  wu  appoint- 
ed to  exaoune  the  -      -      -  -  1061 

a  leoolatitHi  voportod  ooncemtng,  and  agreed 
to  -  1843 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  iaqnire  into 
the  mode  of  heating  the  -      -      -      -  1681 

a  report  from  said  committee  -  -  -  1764 
Bevere,  Paul  &  J.  W.,  a  report  was  made  on  the 

petition  of  1488 

which  waa  adopted  1489 

BerisaJ  and  Unfinished  BosineES,  appointment  of 

the  committee  of  -      -      -      -      -  794 

a  report  made  In  part  -   863,  968, 1038 

]t««olntionary  PenAonm,  a  eomoiitlee  ^ipmnted 
to  inqahe  into  the  expediency  of  r^Maling 
■o  much  of  ^e  act  relating  to,  aa  reqidres 
an  afidavit  of  the  claimant  that  he  ia  not 
on  the  pennon  list  of  a  State  -  1768 
Bcvolntionary  War,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  ioqaire  into  Ibe  act  to  provide  for  per- 
•0D8  disabled  in  the      -  804 

a  reeoluUon  that  provigion  ought  to  be  made 
for  the  support  of  the  officers  and  aoldiera 
ot  the,  waa  rofeifod  to  the  Comnitte*  id 
the  Whote  1006 

the  resolution  adopted      -  1038 

a  bill  to  that  effect  was  presented,  read  twics, 
and  committed      -  2262 

Bhta.  Mr.,  of  Tennessee,  remarks  of*  on  the  Ma- 
ryland contested  election  -  -  906, 1382 
on  referring  the  Philadelphia  memorial  964.  971 
on  the  resolution  for  arming  the  militia  lOaO,  1036 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  -  -  .  1 150 
on  the  Boston  memorials  -  -  •  >  1177 
on  Mr.  Barwall'a  moUtnt  relating  to  General 

WUkinson  .  -  -  .  1341, 1867, 1899 
■f  naA  of^  oa  the  same  sul^eet  -  -  •  1466 
ranarka  of,  on  the  report  of  the  committee 

in  the  casa  of  Mr.  Key  -  1492 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  -  -  1516 
'  on  the  standing  rules  -  •■  .  -1624,1637 
speech  of,  on  the  sapplemental  embargo  bill,  1661 
speech  of.  on  the  public  contracts  bill  -  -  1617 
speech  of,  on  th«  military  courts  -  -  1733 
rMiaribioC.on  the  artilla^  bill  •  -  -1769 
qieech  of,  on  the  additional  Army  toll  -  1920 
remarks  of.  on  the  xeaolutioa  to  impeach 
Judge  Brnin   2069 

10th  Cos.  1st  Sbsb.— c 


Rhea,  Mr.,  of  Tenn.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page, 
on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia  -8176,2184,2198 
on  the  case  of  Judge  Innes      ...  2S4S 
on  the  home  manufactures  resolution  -      -  2283 
Rodgars,  Commodore  John,  instmctiotu  of,  to 
the  Navy  Agent  at  Synumse.  in  rehtiea 
to  Hamet  Caramalli      .      .      -      -  3886 
Rodney.  C«sar  A.,  letter  frmn,  to  the  chairman 
the  committee  on  the  bill  to  punish  trea- 
son, dec.       ......  1718 

Rose.  Mr.,  correspondence  o^  with  the  Secretary 

of  State  8693, 2704 

Rowan,  Mtm  speech  o^  en  the  Maryland  contest- 
ed election    -      •      •      -      -  893,1336 
remarks  of.  on  referring  the  Philadelphia  me- 
morial .......  968 

on  the  motion  to  inqnin  into  the  salt  duty  -  ISIS 
on  the  resolution  relating  to  General  Wil- 
kinson -       -       134)7,  1356,1410,1411,1444 
speeches  of,  en  the  aame-subject  -      .  1370, 1424, 
remarks  ef^  on  Mr.  Bassett's  second  resolu- 
tion relating  to  contracts       ...  146Q 
^eeeh  o^  on  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment   .......  1618 

remarks  of,  on  the  standing  rubs  -  -  1629 
remarks  of,  on  the  biU  to  extinguish  the 

debu  due  by  the  United  States  •  -  •  169T 
on  resolution  to  compensate  Captain  Pike  1669 
on  the  order  of  business  -  •-  -  -  1676 
on  tile  bill  relating  to  public  contracts  -  1716 
speech  of.  on  the  bill  relating  to  military 

courto  1724,1780,1766 

rema^  of;  on  ttw  Senate  lull  for  an  addi- 

tioniti  military  force  ....  1889 
rema^  of,  on  Uie  report  in  the  caae  of  Mr. 

Key  1846 

on  his  resolution  toudiing  Judge  lanes  1858, 2247 

2249 

on  the  additional  Army  bUI        1874, 1876. 1879 

on  the  bill  to  arm  the  militia     ...  2193 

^ech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  aathorizing  sus- 
pan^n  of  the  embargo  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  the  Bat- 
tore   2268 

on  referring  the  Message  relating  to  British 
land  claims    -  -       -       -       -  2268 

on  amending  the  Senate's  additional  embar- 
go biU   -2264 

Rnles,  the,  of  the  last  eeasmn  adopted      -      -  783 

Mr.  Standolph  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution 
respecting  the      -      -      ...      -  1887 

an  additional,  moved  by  Mr.  Rhea,  read  and 
ordered  to  lieon  tht  table  .    -      -      -  8137 

e. 

Salaries,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 

Greeted  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  -  1838 
a  bill  presented  to  continue  in  force  the  act 

relating  to,  read  twice,  ahd  committed    -  1233 
ordered  to  a  thinl  rearling  -  1331 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  1368 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  an  amend- 
ment  1463 

which  was  not  agreed  to  •      ...  1466 
the  act  approved      .....  3819 
Salt,  a  motion  was  made  to  instmet  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  continuing  the  duties  on, 

&c.  1308 

w^kh  motion  was  negatived    ...  1313 
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Sapelo  Island.   See  L^hi-hoiue,  {[C. 

Sawyer,  Mr.,  speech  of,  <m  th«  Maryland  eonteat- 

ed  election   879, 930 

qpeedi  of,  on  the  Seoate'a  gnnboat  UIl      -  1089 
remariuof^on  the  Philadfllphia  memorial   -  1186 
remarks  of,  on  the  reaolutSon  to  remove  the 
seat  of  GoTemment      ....  1683 
Seamen,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  em- 
ploy an  additional  number  of,  read  twice, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  immediately  conBi<lered   -  1497 
a  bill  for  the  encouragement  and  aecuritr  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed     -      -      •  S168 
Sebastian,  Benjamin,  reaolntiona  of  the  Keotnd^ 

Legislature,  in  relation  to  Judge  -  •  8784 
Secret  Jontnal,  the,  was  ordered  to  be  pablished  1899 
Secretary  of  State,  correspondence  of,  with  Mr. 

Pinkney       •    t  ■      -       S67S,  S679, 3686 
correspondence  of,  with  Mr.  Rom  2693,  3099,  2704 
Sierra  Leone,  a  bill  to  permit  certain  persons  to 
despatch  a  vessel  to,  read  twice,  and  com- 
muted  1678 

Sind^i  Ci^tain  A.,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

British  Connil  at  Moifolk  ....  S31S 
Sinking  Fond,  report  of  the  sute  of  the   -      -  S718 
Sbvea,  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  act  to  prohibit 
importation  of,  ader  1st  Janaair,  1808    -  961 
'      a  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  Charleston, 
importers  of,  was  presented,  and  the  Hoose 

refused  to  refer'it  1S43 

Sktaa*  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  appointing  the  atand* 

ing  committees  by  ballot  -  -  790,  798 
remarks     on  the  motion  relative  to  the  af- 

feir  of  the  Chesapeake  -  ■  -  -  813 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  842 
on  referring  the  Philadelphia  memorial  -  973 
on  the  gunboat  bill  .  .  -  •  1081,1121 
on  the  motion  to  inquire  into  the  salt  duty  •  ISIO 
on  the  bill  to  fortify  ports  and  harbors  •  1338 
on  the  motion  relating  to  G«nenl  Wilkin* 

son  -  -  •  -  1208,  1309,  1451 
apeech  of,  on  the  same  sahject  -  -  -  1419 
remarks  of,  on  tiie  Senate  amendment  to  the 

salary  biU  1464 

on  tha  standing  rules        ....  1639 
■peeeh  of,  on  his  motion  to  remove  the  seat 
of  Government  to  Philadelphia      1581,  1&84, 

166S,  1S77 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extingnish  tiie 

debts  1998 

Ml  the  bill  relating  to  pnbHc  contracts  -  1716 
on  the  bill  relating  tamilitaiy  eonrte  -  •  1807 
speech  of,  on  the  additional  Arm^  bill  •  1990 
on'Mr.  Quincy'a  embargo  resolution  -  -  3080 
on  the  Senate  bill  authorizing  suspension  of 

the  embargo  -  2126 

on  the  Senate's  sililitional  embargo  bill  -  3368 
Smilte,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  objection  to  hearing 

Mr.  Van  Zandt  at  the  bar  of  the  House  -  784 
remarka  of,  on  the  appointment  of  standing 

committees  -      -      -      -  789 

on  Mr.  Quincy'samendmeAttotiic  first  reso- 
lution, referring  the  MesHSge  -  798 
on  Mr.  Quincy's  motion  relative  to  the  attack 

on  the  Chesapeake  -  810 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  825,  830,  848 
on  the  Potomac  bridge  bill  .  «  .  869 
on  the  Maiyland  contested  election   •  887,  1331 


Smilie,  Mr.,  rehiarka  of^— continued.  Paf*^ 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  Fliiladelphta  me> 

morial  MT 
on  fortifications  and  gunboats  -  896 
«i  the  resolution  relating  to  Revohititmaij 

services        -     '  -      -      -  -  1016 

on  the  resolution  for  arming  the  militia  -  1037 
on  Mr.  Dana's  motion  relating  to  merchant 

vessels  1066 

on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  -  -  lOTS,  1 101 
on  the  supplemental  embargo  toll  •  -  1353 
on  the  resolution  rdsting  to  General  Wiftin- 

aott  -  1363 

an  the  effibargo  memotU  .  -  -  1374,  1375 
on  die  Yazoo  memorial  ...  1387,  139S 
on  Uie  bill  relating  to  the  Mediterranetn 

fund  law 

speech  of^  on  Mr.  Borwell'a  motion  in  rela- 
tion toGcneral  Wilkinson  1337, 1363, 1374,  IM 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendment  (b  the 

salary  bill  14M 

on  Mr.  Basaett's  secotad  resolution  relating 
to  contracts  ------  1469 

on  the  Ull  to  increase  the  namber  of  eeajnen  1570 
on  removing  the  seat  of  Government  -  1676,  1504 
<Hi  the  order  of  bnsinesa     -  I6T7 
on  referring  the  Pennsylvtaia  reeohitions  -  1680 
on  the  supplementary  emba^  bill    •      -  1709 
on  military  courts     ....       -  1797 

on  the  additional  Armybill  -  -  1875, 1918 
on  the  resolution  respecting  Judge  Innea  1885^ 

3S47.384S,S>M 
on  the  rules  of  the  Honse  .  -  •  •  18S 
on  the  IhU  to  arm  the  militia  8176,  3177,  3191 
on  the  bill  to  relinquish  the  Battare  - 
on  referring  the  Message  relating  to  Britadi 

land  claims  -   

on  the  Senate  biU  to  equip  the  fcigalee,  Ac  3371 
Smith,  J.  K.,  remarka  of,  on  the  Mifitary  Peae« 

EsUblishment  I5lt 

SmiJh,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  expenses  in  the  inqtikj 
into  the  conduct  of       -      -      -      -  1538 

read  twice,  and  committed  -      •      -      •  160 
reported  wiUiout  amendment,  and  mdendto 
a  third  Tcading     ....      -  lilS 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    ...  1617 
the  act  approved      ....      -  MBI 

Smith,  S.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resololion  to  por- 

chass  arms   ------  IHS 

Smith,  Matthew.  (See  Gata,  Darwu.) 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of; on  refeiring  Ae Phila- 
delphia memorial  ...  -  -  966 
on  the  resolution  for  arming  the  mititin  -  IMT 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  gonbotf  bill  -  1144 
remarka  of,  on  the  inqoiiy  into  the  ealt  dotjr  1316 
on  the  bill  lelating  to  contracts  -  -  1618 

on  the  hill  for  the  support  of  the  Military 

Eaubliahment  •        1639,  1C3I 

speech  of,  on  the  additional  Ktmj  bill      -  1969 
Spalding,  Elexins,  compeneation  granted  to,  fin- 
extra  servi£ca       .      .      .      _      .  tMl 
Spanish  Decree,  translation  of  a      •      -      -  3366 

Sparks,  Bichard,  a  liill  from  tiie  Senate  fat  re-  

lief  of;  postponed  indefinitely        -      ■  3319 
Speaker,  addresa  of  the,  on  hb  eleetion    .      -  7>l 
indiwosition  of  the,  diaenaeed  -      -      -  1731 
Spencer,  L«d,  correapondeDce  tit,  with  Mr.  H oa- 

roe      •    3478 
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Sqoua,  John,  anil  others,  deposition  of,  detailing 

British  ootraget  2296 

Siknding  Committer,  ducDHion  of  amotion  to 

elect  by  ballot  790 

wfateh  motioo  is  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  791 
and,  on  being  »f^n  up,  negatived  -  -  793 
appointmeDt  of  the   -  -  793 

Standing  Roles  and  jOnlera,  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare        -  800 
a  report  from  said  committee  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  the  Whole  ...  947 
the  report  difcuised  -      -      •  1528 

considered  and  amended  -      •  -  -  1S30 

cMtain  amendmenta  ofiered  to,  ordered  to 

lie  on  ttie  Uble  1S17 

Stanford,  Mr.,remarka  of,  on  the  resoluUon  rela- 
ting to  General  Wilkinson    -      .      -  1300 
on  the  motion  to  remove  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment      -       •       -       -       -       -  1576 
on  the  hill  to  procure  a  train  of  artiller;    -  1766 
on  the  motioa  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 

of  Judge  Innes  -  -  -  1859, 1886 
introductory  of  a  resolution  in  favor  of  the 

City  of  Washington     -      -      •      -  1890 
speech  of,  on  the  additional  Armj  bill       •  1939 
on  the  bill  to  complete  the  Capitol    -      -  1974 
State  Jadgea,        a  committee  appointed  to  in. 
qnire  into  the  expediency  of  cootinuins 
the  act  to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain 

'    cases  to  1676 

a  bill  to  that  eScct  presented,  read  twice, 

and  committed     -  1713 
the  Commitlfe  of  the  Whole  discharged, 
and  the  bill  referred  to  that  of  Commeice 
and  Mann&cturrs  .....  1721 
an  amendatory  bill  reported,  read  twice, 

and  committed  .  .  -  -  .  1977 
wderad  to  alhkd  reading  ....  317S 
iMd  a  third  time,  and  puaed    -      -  •2188 

ika  act  approved   2859 

Btedman,  Mr.,  remarlM  of,  on  the  inquiry  into 

the  salt  doty  1211 

on  the  bill  to  complete  the  eonth  wing  of 

tbe  Capitol  1975 

Steele,  Richard,  deposition  of,  in  Uie  eaae  of 

Innea   3766 

Stewart,  Kdwrd,  eompeniatien  granted  to,  for 

extra  services       .....  3281 
StMingtont  (Connecticnt,)  a  petition  of  the  in. 
habitanta  praying  provision  for  the  de- 
fence of;  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to  the 

President  1889 

Btery,  Joseph,  a  memorial  of,  praying  to  be  heard 
at  the  bar  of  the  House,  as  agent  for  the 
Massachusetts  Company,  (Yaxoo  lands,) 
was  presented      .....  1601 
a  motion  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 

rialiat  negatived  1618 

Strahan,  Samuel,  depoution  o^  relating  to  an 

anpresaed  seaman   8308 

Sto^s,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  Maryland  con- 
tested election  ....  -  877 
Suffirage,  ao  madi  of  the  mamoBial  of  the  Zjogia- 
lative  Council,  &c.,  of  Miaissip^  Teiri- 
toty*  presented  last  session*  ae  relate*  to 
extension  of  the  right  of,  waa  retered 
to  a  aelMl  eomniitlea    .      .      -      .  808 


Suffirage — continued.  Page, 
said  committee  reported  a  bill  to  extend  the 
right  of,  in  MiosiMippi  Territory,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole     -      -      -  -870 
reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 

not  agreed  to  .....  9(8 
a  proviso  offered  by  Mr.  Bibb  negatived  -  960 
biU  ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  961 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1007 
raturned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1296 
which  were  agreed  to  ....  1350 
a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  right  ot,  in 
ludiana  Territory  .....  1484 
a  bill  reported  from  said  eommittea  to  that 

effect,  read  twice,  and  conunitted  •  -  1463 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  1616 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -  1617 
the  act  approved  Ks  to  Mississippi     -       -  3817' 
the  act  approved  as  to  Indiana  ...  2834 
Sumnwrl,  Jos^b,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  far  relief  ot,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  8180 

postponed  indefinitely  ....  3280 
Snnday,  a  motion  of  Mr.  D.  R.  Williams  to  meet 

on,  was  negatived  -  1873 
T. 

Talimadgo,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  two 

resolutions  relating  to  the  Army  -  -  967 
on  fortifications  and  gnoboata  -  1001 
on  the  resolution  for  arming  the  militia  -  1068 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  remove  the  seat 

of  Government  .....  1684 
remarite  of;  on  the  bill  fiir  the  support  of  the 

Military  Establishment  ....  1686 
on  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resolutions  -  1681 
on  the  Senate  bill  for  an  additional  military 

force  1630 

on  the  additional  Army  bill  ...  1875 
speech  of,  on  the  same  bill  -  -  -  1079 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  <^on  the  supplementary 

embargo  biU  1346 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  relating  to 

WUkinson  1366 

speech  of,  on  the  same  subject  -  1408,  1437 
remarks  of,  on  the  embargo  memorial  -  1374 
on  the  Yaxoo  memorial  ....  1396 
on  the  Senate  amendment  to  the  salary 

bill   1464>  1466 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  number  of  sea- 
men ..  -  -  IfiOU  1603,1607 
on  removing  the  seat  of  Government  •  1666 
on  Mr.  Masters's  reaolution  on  the  same 

sul^ect  1670 

on  the  bill  to  extinguish  the  debts  due  by 

the  United  States  •  '  .  >  -  -  IS07 
on  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Military 

Establishment  -  -  1623,  1634,  1638 
on  the  supplementary  embargo  bill  -  -  1668 
speech  o^  on  miUtary  eonrta     1736,  1748,  1766^ 

1760 

remarks  of.  on  the  artillery  bill  -  1769 
on  the  additional  Army  bill  .  -  •  1926 
on  Mr.  Quiocy's  embargo  resohitkm  -  -  3078 
on  the  case  of  Judge -Innes  -  -  -  3248 
Telegraphs,  a  veeolotion  on  the  salnect  o^  was 

refnredto  the  Committee  of  the  Wh^  .  1884 
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TfllegTiLphs — continued.  Page, 
a  petition  Btsting  a  cliim  to  the  inventioB  of, 
and  praying  a  contract  for  erectingf  dec, 
was  refiimd  to  a  select  commitlea  •      •  1371 
Ibe  CfHomittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  naolii- 
tion  were  Oiicharged,  and  it  WMieftrred  to 
the  last  committee        ....  1358 
'Tenneuee,  a  bill  sapplemental  to  the  act  ngnla- 
ting  grants,  and  providing  for  the  di^Oul 
of  lands  south  of  the  State  of,  was  report- 
ed, read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read* 

ing  ISS8 

retamed  from  the  Senate  with  amendraenta  1434 
which  were  agreed  to  -  -  -  -  146S 
the  act  approved  -  -  -  -  .2818 
a  bill  trom  the  Senate  for  regulating  claima 

to  land  in,  was  twice  read  and  committed  2067 
poatponed  indeBnitely      ....  3280 
Tenitoriea,  acommittee  was  appcinted  to  inquire 
in  relation  to  the  salaries  of  the  Secreta* 
Ties  of  certain      .      I      .      .      .  816 
said  cmnmittee  reported  a  bill  allowing  addi. 
tionat  compensatioa  to  the  Secretaries 
therein  mentioned,  which  was  rrad  twice, 
and  committed     -  •  -      -      -  flSO 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      .....  951 

the  act  approved  2813 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  •xpediencjr  of  repealing  so  much  of  - 
the  oranancas  as  empowers  the  Qovemors 
of,  to  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  House  of 

Reprasent^ves  1619 

said  committee  reported  a  bill  to  that  efiect, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...  1648 
Territorial  Courts,  a  bill  extending  jurisdiction 
to,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed,  963 
Glomes,  Mr.,  was  excused  from  serving  on  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufro- 

turea  800 

■     remarita  of,  on  his  motioD  to  refisr  an  uufin- 

iabfld  biO  of  last  aeanott  -      •      -      -  803 
-  iwnwfca  of,  on  fortifications  and  gunboats  -  991 

999 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  Revdutionarj 

services  -  1012 
on  the  lestriution  for  aiming  the  militia  1026, 1037 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  -   1080, 1087,  1104 

1126 

on  the  motion  to  inquire  into  the  salt  duty  1310 
on  die  motion  nhtive  to  General  Wilkinaon  1298 
a  letter  fimn,  to  the  Speakftr,  rerigning  his 

seat  1619 

Thomaston,  Maine,  the  Committee  of  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  abdidiing 
the  office  ef  Surveyor  of       -      •      -  801 
Todd,  Thomas,  a  depoailion  of,  relating  to  Judge 

Sebastian   8782 

'  Trading  Houses,  a  bill  for  establishing  with  the 

Indiana,  read  twice,  and  committed       -  1721 
Treason,  dtc,  a  bill  to  punish,  was  reported,  read 

twice,  and  committed    ....  1717 
documents  accompanying  the  said  bill       -  1718 
Treasury,  a  report  from  tlw  Secretary  of,  acoom. 
panying  a  etateuent  from  the  Navy  Pe- 
paztment)  of  extraordinary  expenses,  6lc 
ordered  to  be  printed     ....  704 


Treasury — continued.  Psgt. 
sundry  documents  from  the,  referred  to  the 

Committee  of  Ways  and  Means   -      -  81( 
estimate  from  the  Secretary  of  the     -      -  lOM 
a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  o(  tore- 
port  at  next  session,  an  account  of  every 
sum  of  mosey  drawn  from  the,  and  on  so- 
counted  for  on  the  let  of  June  next      •  tUA 
Troup,  Hr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Maryland  con* 

'  tested  election  .  -  -  •  •  8M 
on  the  motion  to  rejeot  the  Yaioo  memorial  137T 

IM 

on  the  rescduUon  relating  to  General  Wit' 

kinson  -  I3SS 
on  the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of  aufirage  in 

Mississippi  Territory  ....  ISSI 
on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story  -  -  1691 
on  the  bill  relating  to  contracU,  1618, 1668, 1711 
on  the  aupplementaiy  embargo  bill  .  -  IGU 
on  the  resolution  reniecting  Judge  Innea  •  1811 
speech  of,  on  the  additional  Amy  Inll  -  1911 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  relinqnuli  the  Bal- 
ture  tSSI 
Tuckanuck  Island.  (See  Light-hvutc,  &c.) 
Turner,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  reliaf 

of,  twice  read,  and  committed        -       •  ITfl 
reported  without  amendment    ...  SIXT 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  ttSt 
Turnpike  Company,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants  of  Alexandria  county.  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  to  be  incorporated  as  i 
the  Washington  and  Alezandriar  was  re* 
ferred  to  the  Gpnunittee  on  the  District  nT 

Columbia  !6n 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  eSbct  -  .1173 
amended  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  passed  -  SW 
the  act  qiproved      -      .      .      .     .  S8H 

U. 

Union,  the;  Mr.  Eppes  submitted  m  reaolntiMi  te 
call  upon  the  President  for  any  informs* 
tion  given  to  the  Government,  from  ito 
foundation  to  the  present  time^  toncbiiw 
any  combination  between  eitinens  of  the 
United  States  and  tba  a#aBts  of  any  fai- 
eign  Government  for  dismembering,  whidi 
was  adopted  nemi'ne  eon/nufieen/e  -      -  UN 
University  of  Vineennos,ateport  on  the  petition 
of  Uie  BMrd  of  Trustees  of  tne.  wm 
made    .......  1N( 

and  agreed  to   -----      -  llN 

Upbam,  Mr*,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Qnincj'e  mo- 
tion relating  to  the  Chesape^  .  -  811 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  .  .  •  Bti 
on  the  Senate's  gunboat  bill  .  -  1081,  U31 
on  referring  the  Philadelphia  memorial  -  lilt 
on  the  inquiry  into  the  salt  duty  -  •  19M 
speech  of;  on  the  resolution  reltting  to  Gen* 

eral  WUkinson  1411 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge 

Story  IW* 

speech  o(  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additionfi' 
military  force  180 

V. 

Van  Cortlandt,  Mr...adminiBl«red  the  oath  of  of- 

fice  to  the  Speaker       -      ...  783 

Van  Dyke,  Nichols^  of  Delaware,  w«s  qualified 

and  took  lus  aeat  lOW 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  gnnbeal  Ull   -  1I3S 
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Tan  Dyke,  Mr.,  ramarlu  of— emtiMifld.  'Page* 
OD  the  tnilitift  bill  ....  .1611 
Ml  hii  nulation  eouemimg  foreign  rela- 

tioM  1640 

Tan  Horn,  Mr^  remarks  of»on  credit  fbrdotiei  -  1332 
on  remoTing  the  aeat  of  GoTcmmeDt  -      -  \b66, 
on  the  bill  relating  to  coDtraet*  -      -  *    -  1618 
on  foreign  relatione  -  1644 
Van  Zandt,  N.  B.,dreti]at  o^  addreaaadtomem- 

bere  (note)  785 

Tannm,  Joaeph,  election  of,  as  Speaker  .      •  78S 
speed)  of,  on  the  militia  bill     •      -  1484,  IfilO 
on  the  biU  for  support  of  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment     .      •      .      -      -      .  16SS 
remaTks  of,  on  military  courts   ...  175s 
on  arming  the  militia       ...  S19S,S198 
yiltard}  Andr6  Joseph,  a  reaolntion  to  compen. 
sate,  for  a  certain  inTendon,  was  {panted 

to  1S3» 

a     a.  bill  to  grant  a  earn  of  monej  to,  ma  read 

twice,  and  committed    ....  issg 
^^ncenneSt'the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were 
instracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency 
of  annexing  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of  1470 

Yineent,  Sir  Francis,  correspondence  of,  with 

Mr.  Monroe  S477,2479 

Tirginia,  an  act  of  tho  State  of,  requiring  the  as- 
sent of  Congress,  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  1696 

VoIuDtoera,  a  eomnittteo  appmotod  to  oenaider 

the  expedienej  of  onHsting    ...  1639 

W. 

W^^D  Road,  a  reaolntion  of  the  Legiilature  of 
Kentncky  respecting  a,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  -  1639 
War,  a  resolution  passed  calling  on  tbo  Seereta. 

rj  of,  for  certain  information  ...  lOOl 

a  letter  from  tiie  Secretary  of,  grring  the  in- 
fbnnaUoB  asked  for      -      •  .  1018 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedience 
to  resolution  -  1063 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  with  an  eati- 
mate  of  the  expense  of  an  army      -       -  1691 
Ward  Joseph,  a  petition  of,  waa  referred  to  the 

Secretsiy  of  the  Treasury      -       -       -  1233 
Washington,  City  of,  a  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of,  in  relation  to  tho  canal,  waa  re- 
ferred to  a  committee    ....  863 

a  hill  to  incorporate  a  canal  company  waa 
read  twice,  and  referred  -■      -      .      -  146S 

a  petition  of  citizens  of  the,  in  relation  to 
the  mode  of  electing  the  City  Councils, 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  -       -  950 

a  petition  relating  to  unimproved  lots,  &c, 
referred  to  the  same      -  1667 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the, 
read  twice,  and  committed     -.     -      -  1409 

an  unfavorable  report  was  made  on  the  peti* 
/      tion  praying  that  the,  may  be  made  a  port 

ofenlxy  1496 

which  report  was  agreed  to      -      -      -  1612 

Mr.  Stanford  submitted  a  resolution  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  .       -       -       -  1891 
Watkins,  Gasaaway,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  War,  on  the  petition  of,  reed     -      -  1731 
Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  Coramit- 

taeof    -      -      -      .      -  .794 


Pl^o. 

W^hta  and  Meaauras,  two  reaoliiUons  of  tho 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey  relatira  to  a 
uniform  standard  of,  were  referred  to  a 
select  committee   .....  \331 
Weld,  Edward.   (See  Beebee, 
Wellman,  Timothy,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred     -  -1939 
Wells,  WilHam,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  grariting 

right  of  pre-emption  to  ....  1694 

read  twice,  and  roferred  to  the  Committee 
on  PuUic  Lands  1696 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading        .....  1754 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1766 
West  Point,  a  Message  from  tho  President  rdat- 

ing  to   .      -      .      .      -      .      -  1846 

a  report  of  Colonel  WiUiama  on  the  milita- 
ry academy  at      .      .      -      •      .  3806 
Whiting,  Samuel',  a  Mil  for  Uio  relief  of,  twice 

read,  and  committed     ....  1663 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading     -  1617 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  1620 
Wilbour,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  tho  Senate's  gon- 

boatbill  1137 

Wilkins,  Charles,  deposition  of,  in  the  case  of 

Judge  Innes  ......  2766 

a  atatnnent  of,  in  tho  aatno  oaaa       .      •  S766 
WilkiMoa,  Oanerad  James.  Mr.  Randolph  anb- 
mitted  anndry  papers  tending  to  impeadi 
the  patriotiam  of  ....      -  1367 

a  restrfution  requesting  the  President  to 
cause  an  inquiry  into  the  same,  oiAmittod 
by  the  same  gentleman  ....  186I 

oensideration  of  said  resolution  postponed  -  1368 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabia  •      •      -  .1328 

Mr.  Burwall  submitted  a  resolution  ealKag 
on  Measrs.  ^Randolph  and  Cloik  for  infor- 
mation in  relation  le,  whicA  waa  adopted  188T 

lha  latter  gentleman  laid  on  the  table  a  pa- 
per on  the  subject  .....  1360 

and  presented  his  statement     ...  1387 

Mr.  Rowan  offered  a  resolntion  on  tho  same 
subject,  which  the  House  refused  to  con- 
sider    .......  1487 

Mr.  Clark  lidd  on  the  table  certain  pqwra, 
whidi  wen  ordered  to  bo  printed,  and 
eopm  tharaof  aent  to  ^  President       -  S376 

the  Preatdent'a  communication  in  rolatioD 
to  "3786^3743 

report  of  the  Seorotary  of  War  in  the  caao 
of.       ......       -  2729 

extrsct  of  a  letter  from  the  Baron  Caronde- 
let,  respecting      .....  2743 

copy  of  the  papara  eOmmimicated  by  Mr. 

Clark   2794 

Williams,  D.  R.,  remarke  o(  on  fumUking  newa- 

papers  to  the  members  ....  791 

speech  0^  on  the  Navy  appropriations      .  84S 

remarks  of,  on  refomng  tbo  Philaddphia 
memorial      ------  972 

on  the  bill  to  support  the  Military  Bstab- 
lishment  1632 

on  the  supplementary  embsrgo  bill    -  1661, 1667 

on  the  bill  to  procure  artitleiy   ■      •      -  1769 

on  Mr.  Dawson's  motion  to  fix  a  time  of  ad- 
journment   ......  1844 

on  an  additional  militaiy  force  -  1866 
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WilKama,  D.  R.,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 
ou  the  bill  to  ruse  an  tflditionil  Army  1937,  S0&8 
on  the  bill  to  complete  the  south  wing  of  the 

Capitol  197fi 

on  Mr.  Quincy's  embargo  reaolutioD  -       -  3070 
speech  or,  on  the  tame  subject  -  907S 
'on  the  Senate's  suspension  bill  -  2138 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  relinquish  the  Bat- 
ture      .......  2365 

on  the  additional  embargo  bill         -  3359,  2SM 
on  the  Senate's  biU  to  equip  the  frigates,  Am.  S370 
Williams,  Msrmadaka.  of  North  Carolina,  was 

qualified  and  took  his  seat  ...  920 
speech  of,  on  the  resirfulion  relating  to  Oan< 

-WUkinson  1430 

ou  military  courts  .....  174S 
Witherell,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  fortifications  and 

gonboau  1000 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  arm  the  militia  1046 
on  tlw  bill  to  fortify  the  ports  and  harbors  •  1230 
on  the  resolution  respecting  Gen.  Wilkinson  1366 
OB  the  report  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Key's  elec- 
tion .  -  .  -  -  -  1493 
on  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  -  -  1616 
on  the  motion  to  hear  Judge  Story    -      -  1607 

.Y. 

YaBoo  Claims,  a  memorial  of  the  L^^ature  of 

Massachusetts  in  relatioD  to  -  -  -  1377 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  1396 

on  motion  to  print  the  act  of  Georgia  re* 

lattng  to  1689 

consideration  of  postponed       ...  1690 
Yoas  and  Nays,  on  the  mstioa  to  elect  the  stand- 
ing committees  by  ballot       -  79-3 
OB  Mr.  Quincy's  motion  relatiro  to  the  at- 
tack on  the  Chess|>eak«        ...  815 
on  the  final  passage  of  tk«  hill  making  fnr. 

ther  aiqiroiiriation  for  the  Navy  -  •  863 
on  fcoepiog  secret  Mr.  Lyon's  leaolntioa  to 

repudiate  the  British  debla  .  -  .  923 
on  the  resolution  to  pHMbaoa  the  iaTentMHi  ■ 

of  Sir  James  Jay  .....  963 
on  oonoorring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  right  of 
suftaite  in  Mississippi  Territory  -  -  969 
on  Mr.  Kfab's  pronso  to  said  biH  •  -  061 
on  referring  the  phfladeMiia  inemorial  •  981 
on  jfilMl  passage  of  the  Potomac  bridge  hill  1006 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  extend  the 

right  of  sofi^e  in  Missiswppt  Territory  1007 
on  an  appeal  from  the  Speaker  s  decisioa  -  1049 
on  Mr.  Eppee'a  amendmant  to  the  mtliUa 

resolution  -       -       -  1049 

on  another  aiaendment  of  the  sane  -  •  1060 
on  agreeing  to  the  ohginBl  resolution  -  10C>6 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate's  gnnboat 

bill  1171 

on  reArring  the  Boston  memorial  -  •  1177 
on  the  previous  question  on  leferring  the 

rbUaael[^a  memorial  -  .  -      -  1183 

on  postponing  the  decision  on  the  appeal 

from  the  Speaker  -  -  -  -  -  1183 
OB  the  quMtion,  is  the  decision  of  the  Chair 

correct  -  1184 
oa  poatpeniog  the  Philadelphia  memorial  1187 
on  referring  the  same  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole  1188 

on  the  lesolotwn  towhiiig  the  duQr  on  hU  1313 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Pagu 
on  the  motion  to  inrtnut  tho  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Mcua  to  continue  th«  Medi- 
terranean fund      .....  1)14 
on  an  amendmeat  to  the  Senate's  embargo 

hill  -  -  .  1218, 1319,  1230^  1321 
on  increasing  the  sum  for  the  defence  of 

ports,  and  harbon  -       .       -  12S7 

00  ameniKng  the  r^iort  en  the  Maryland 

elecUon   1338, 1237 

on  adopting  said  report     ....  itn 

on  the  motion  to  pos^ne  the  WilhinaoB 
resolution     .....       .  1268 

on  amending  the  snpiriementary  embBrgo 

bill  ISM 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -  1371 
on  referring  the  embargo  memorial  -  -  12TI 
OB  referring  the  Yazoo  memorial  -  -  1395 
00  amending  the  Wilkinson  resolution  -  1322 
on  Mr.  Burwell's  reaolntian  on  diBt  subject  IIST 
on  Mr..  Randolph's  reaeiutioa  on  same  -  14fif 
on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  saloiy  lull  t46t 
on  considering  Mr.  Rowan's  Wilkinaon  res- 
olution -  .  -  1487 
00  pos^ning  the  bill  to  increase  the  nom- 

ber  of  seamen  .....  I5M 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  same  ....  IMT 
on  postpooing  the  bill  to  innaaee  ATili- 

tary  Peace  Establishment      ...  152S 
on  considering  Mr.  Sloan's  resolation  to  re- 
more  the  seat  of  Government        -       •  IfiSS 
on  committing  the  same  to  the  Committee 

of  the  Whole  ISM 

on  considering  the  same  when  renewed  by 

Mr.  Blount   -       -       -         1672.  1503,169$ 
on  considering  Mr.  Lewis's  resolution  on 
the  subject    ------  1634 

on  postponing  the  same    -  1676 
on  the  question  of  bearing  Jndge  Storr     -  KlS 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  biU  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Whiting  -  IMO 
on  going  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  contract  bill    -  '    -      -      -      -  1648 

sin  referring  the  Pennsylvania  resoluticms  -  1M2 
on  Mr.  Quincy's  resolution  respecting  for- 
eign relations       -  -  -168S,18M 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  supplemental 
embargo  bill  ------  IT12 

on  amending  the  contract  bill   -  17M 
oh  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -      -      -  1721 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 

courts  martial  '      -       -       •       -       -  1742 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  sale 
of  arms        ......  1746 

on  the  Senate*s  amendment  to  the  bOl  remit- 
ting duties  on  the  naval  monument       -  1741 
on  Mr.  Livermore's  amendment  to  the  Utt 

on  courts  martial  -  17M 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  •  -  -  1827 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  btU  to  continue 

the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  -  -  -1841 
on  the  resolution  declaring  Mr.  Keyeotided 

to  his  seat   1848, 1846 

on  Mr.  Livermore's  resolution  to  tepeal  the 

embargo  laws  .  -  .  .  -  18M 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  raise  an  ad. 

ditional  military  force   ...  1866,  18M 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  indefioitelT  the  bill 
to  extinguish  the  debta  due  h7  the  U.  &,  18U 
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Ycu  and  — continued.  Page, 
on  Mr.  Mndolph's  rMtdotion  to  ask  eertein 

infbnaation  of  the  Preadent  •  1884 
Ml  Mr.  Raodolpli's  motkui  to  remove  tfie  in- 

junction  of  Mcrecy  from  certain  proceed- 
ings -  .  1887,  1688,  1805,  1896,  1896 
on  amondiag  the  motion  to  publish  the  m* 

cret  Journal  1899 

on  au  order  to  publish  Uia  same  as  amended  1900 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  additional  Arm; 

bill   2062 

on  the  title  of  said  bill  -  -  2068,2003 
on  Mr.  Randolph'!  moUon  to  consider  the 

militift  biU   8066 

OD  'the  final  passage  of  ihe  bill  to  estabUsh 

certain  post  roads  S08S 

on  agreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendmedl  to 

the  contract  bill  2174 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  arm  the 

militia  2J97 

CO  amending  the  Senate  bill  to  susprnd  the 

embargo       •      -      -        2341,3343, 324S 


Yeas  and  Nays—  continued.  Page. 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -      -      -  3846 

on  committing  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  report  in  the  can  of  Judge 
Innes  88M 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  altet^ 
ing  the  time  for  neit  meeting  of  Congress  3262 

on  postponing  the  Batture  bill  -      -      -  3866 


on  concurring  nith  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  their  amendments  to  the  Sen- 
ate'* additionBl  embargo  bill,  SS61,  8863,  3364, 

2366 

on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -      -      -  3368 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
equip  the  frigates  -  3360,  SSTl 

on  filling  a  blank  in  the  appropriations  for 
fiai^ing  the  south  wing  of  the  Capitol  -  3278 

on  printing  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Gen. 
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